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LICHFIELD  FREE  SCHOOL. 

VISCOUNT  INGESTRE  eaid,  lie  liad 
to  bring  under  the  coiiBdcration  of 
the  HouHU  the  petition  uf  Tliouos  Wood, 
the  propriotorof  the  Wolverhampton  Chro- 
nicle. [Hod.  Mehheu.')  :  Move,  move.] 
He  raid  bo  hod  a  short  stAtcoicDt  to  make, 
and  the  Honso  had  lietter  hear  him  with- 
out interruption ^it  would  1)C  the  shorter 
plan;  because,  if  not,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  moving  the  adjournment  of  ^laifc 
B  H^lc 


3  Cwtom  and  Com  {COMMONS} 

House.  The  petitioner  li&d  copied 
report  of  a  GoTcmment  Commisaionei 
Education  in  respect  to  Lichfield  Free 
School.  An  action  was  brought  against 
him  for  libel.  A  verdict  waa  hud  against 
faim,  which,  together  with  coals,  amounted 
to  300?.,  while  the  actual  publisher  of  the 
report  got  off  witli  only  a  nominal  verdict. 
On  the  6th  May,  1844,  he  stated  his  case 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury;  hut  no  answer  was  vouch- 
safed  bj  the  right  hon.  Gentleftt 
then  wrote  to  Mr.  Allan,  who,  besides 
being  the  Government  Commissioner, 
chaplain  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  and 
also  held  a  high  office  in  the  London  Uot- 
versity,  asking  him  whether  the  report 
published  by  order  of  the  House,  and  if 
»,  whether  it  were  not  privileged  ?  ~ 
that  communication  he  received  no  am 
On  the  30th  of  July  he  again  wrote  to 
Mr.  Allan,  asking  for  some  pecuniary  as- 
sistance, which,  under  the  circumstances, 
he  considered  himself  entitled  to.  Again, 
thero  was  no  answer.  A  memorial  was 
then  sent  up  to  the  Treasury,  signed  by 
the  corporation  of  Lichfield  and  Mr.  Wood, 
but  it  was  not  entertained.  Now,  ho  con- 
sidered Mr.  Wood's  case  one  of  very  great 
hardship.  The  report  in  question  was 
made  by  Mr.  Allan  to  that  House,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  printed;  so  that  he  con- 
sidered the  case  pretty  much  like  that  of 
"  Stoekdale  and  Hansard."  Surely  an 
editor  of  a  paper,  in  the  discharge  of  hia 
duties  to  the  public,  had  a  right  to  sup- 
pose that  a  Report  gravely  presented  to 
that  House  by  a  Government  Commis- 
sioner was  true,  and  that  he  had  a  ri^ht 
to  lay  it  before  his  readers  without  bemg 
visited  by  a  heavy  pecuniary  fine.  An  ac- 
tion had  also  been  commenced  agunst  the 
publisher  of  the  report,  who  was  defended 
by  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasuir  ;  after 
being  in  communication  with  Mr.  Wood  up 
to  the  trial,  without  any  notice  to  him,  the 
counsel  for  the  publisher  apologized  for  the 
inaccuracy  of  the  report,  and  a  verdict  of 
40j.  was  taken,  which  40s.  had  been  paid 
by  the  Treasury,  who  refused  to  defend 
Mr.  Wood,  after  taking  away  from  him 
the  only  defence  he  had;  the  consequence 
was  that  a  verdict  passed  against  him  for 
501.,  although  it  was  clear  that  there  was 
no  malice  on  his  part;  and  he  had  offered 
to  apologize  and  give  up  the  name  of  the 
party  who  furnished  him  with  tho  report. 
He  thought  the  case  one  of  considerable 
hardship,  and  he  had  been  induced  to  bring 
it  under  the  comuderation  of  the  House, 
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because  he  thought  it  involved  an  impor- 
tant principle — viz.,  whether  newspapers, 
which  were  daily  more  and  more  becoming 
the  organs  and  directors  of  public  opinion 
as  well  as  its  vehicles,  were  to  bo  mulcted 
in  damages  for  publishing  the  report  of 
a  Government  Commission  which  had  been 
ordered  to  be  made  pubhc  by  that  House. 
Having  thus  stated  the  case  he  should  not 
dwell  upon  it,  but  should  conclude  by 
moving  fora  copy  of  the  memorial  present- 
ed to  tho  Treasury  respecting  the  trial 
which  had  taken  place. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  said,  he  had  not 
heard  the  observations  of  the  noble  Lord 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  enabled  to  form 
a  Judgment  of  the  merits  of  the  case.  He 
therefore  thought  it  would  be  unfair  that 
he  or  tho  House  should  bo  called  upon  now 
to  decide  upon  the  subject;  but  whatever 
might  be  the  ultimate  decision  of  tho  House, 
he  wished  to  observe  that  tho  public  was 
not  only  anxious  but  deeply  interested  in 
the  speedy  settlement  of  the  question  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  brought  un- 
der the  consideration  of  the  House — namely, 
the  Com  Bill.  He,  therefore,  thought  it 
would  be  unreasonable  to  proceed  with  this 
Motion,  as  he  did  not  find  that  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  had  Motions  on  the  Paper 
were  disposed  to  press  them;  and  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  move  that 
the  Order  of  the  Day  be  now  read.  The 
House  had  heard  tho  statements  of  the 
suspense  and  inconvenience  which  prevailed 
lufacturing  districts,  where  it 
appeared  a  great  proportion  of  the  labour- 
ing  classes  were  only  maintained  in  work 
at  the  present  moment  from  the  considera- 
tion that  it  would  be  ungenerous  not  to 
supply  them  with  work  while  the  question 
waa  under  the  consideration  of  Parliament. 
This  being  the  case,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  to  enter  upon  considerations  of  this 
kind  would  be  most  unfair;  and  he  eliould, 
therefore,  move  the  previous  Question. 

Sir  ROBERT  INQLIS  moved  that  the 
debate  be  adjourned. 

After  some  conversation  the  debate  was 
idjoumed  to  March  31. 


CUSTOMS  AND  CORN  IMPORTATION 
REPORT. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  having  been  road 
for  continuing  the  debate  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Com  Importation  Bill, 

ViBCODST  POLLINGTON  said,  that  it 

Ls  with  great  pun  that  he  rose  to  express 
his  opinion  against  the  present  measure  of 
the  Govenunent.     He  h^d  for  years  given 
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to  the  great  Lord  Strafford,  and  lij  tho 
difference  which  hod  Anaen  betweea  Mr. 
Burke  and  his  constituents.  But  those 
days  had  passed,  and  the  Govemment 
might  have  protected  the  colonial  inter- 
ests without  exciting  any  jealousy  at  home. 
The  plan  now  adopted  of  supporting  fo- 
reign trades,  and  of  opposing  the  colonial 
anddomegticiatereats,  was  to  nim  a  strange 
one.  He  did  not  believe  that  any  advan- 
tage would  be  obtained  by  these  free-trade 
measures,  even  from  the  free  States  of  the 
ZoUverein,  or  from  France.  From  Naples 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  himself  expected 
nothing.  He  had  himself  found  that  Eng- 
lish ships  were  in  the  habit  of  siuling 
from  Beyrout  in  ballast,  although  tho 
finest  tobacco  was  growing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  place  ;  and  on  asking  the 
reason,  he  was  told  it  was  on  account  of 
the  exorbitant  duties  we  levied  on  the  im- 
port of  the  article.  Then,  as  to  China,  if 
we  had  happened  to  have  a  small  es- 
tablishment in  this  country  engaged  in  the 
£  reparation  of  British  tea,  there  would  have 
oen  some  chance  of  a  reduction  of  tho 
duty  upon  the  import  of  that  commodity 
from  China.  But  in  the  right  faon.  Baro- 
opinion,  it  seemed  essential  &nt  a 
duty  should  bo  in  favour  of  some  protected 
interest  to  insure  its  remission  or  reduo- 
Therefore  upon  hops,  the  duty  was 
reduced,  while  upon  tobacco  it  wsa  re- 
tained. So,  as  to  brandy :  there  was  a 
trade  in  British  brandy  which  required 
protection  ;  therefore  the  Government  re- 
duced the  duty  upon  foreign  brandy,  and 
retained  it  upon  other  articles  in  which 
there  was  no  home  competition.  But 
both  as  to  brandy  and  as  to  wine,  the  duty 
could  not  bo  considered  improperly  levied ; 
and  if  wine  was  the  luxury  of  the  rich  man, 
ight  not  to  bo  forgotten  that  tea  and 
tobacco  wore  emphatically  the  luxuries  of 
the  poor  man.  In  respect  to  com,  was  it 
necessary  to  cripple  our  own  resources 
while  professing  to  be  anxious  to  augment 
them  ?  He  did  not  take  the  gloomy  view 
existing  exigencies  which  the  Govern- 
ment appeared  to  take.  But  he  would  say, 
that  if  agriculture  were  fostered  as  it  ought 
to  be — while  applying  a  temporary  remedy 
to  a  temporary  necessity — security  might 
be  taken  against  the  recurrence  of  the 
evil ;  and  the  immediate  supply  might  be 


a  fins,  but,  as  his  votes  upon  the  Uaynooth 
Bin  would  show,  not  a  blind  support  to 
Ser  Majesty's  Government.  He  asked, 
therefore,  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
-whilst  he  explained  the  reasons  which  in- 
dnoed  him  to  give  his  vote  against  the 
measure.  He  entered  upon  this  question 
imfettered.  He  had  never  been  a  member 
«f  a  protection  society,  and  had  never  at- 
tended a  protection  meeting.  He  had  al- 
'wayt  thought  that  tlioso  who  supported 
protection  ought  to  show  that  they  could 
provide  a  sufScient  supply  for  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  country  ;  and  as  ho  had  folt 
some  difficulty  upon  this  point,  he  had 
never  closely  allied  himself  with  those  with 
'whom  he  would  vote  that  night.  But  he 
had  said  before,  and  he  said  now,  that  he 
would  rather  vote  for  a  total  repeal 
the  noble  Lord  opposite,  than  under  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  Much  had  been  s 
of  compensation;  and  the  agricultural 
terests  surely  had  a  right  to  expect,  that 
when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  taken 
away  th^  protection,  ho  would  also  have 
laamed  their  burdens.  Farmers  were 
eaDed  upon  to  educate  their  children  ci- 
pensirely,  and  to  apply  science  to  farming  ; 
bat  if  they  were  called  upon  to  do  ^s, 
they  might  surely  be  allowed  to  cultivate 
the  >oO  in  the  way  they  pleased.  They 
night  be  permitted  to  grow  hops  and  to- 
bacco, and  to  use  bariey  for  fattening  their 
tattle.  What  were  the  compensations 
offered  to  the  agricultural  interest  ?  As 
to  the  Bill  of  Settlement,  it  was  no  com- 
pensation. The  right  hon.  Baronet  might 
Swt  as  well  have  passed  Lord  Ashley's 
QL  The  measure  was  due  to  humanity, 
but  woidd  be  of  no  benefit  to  agriculture. 
As  to  the  Highways  Act,  he  coiUd  not  un- 
derstand how  that  would  operate  as  a  com- 
pensation. From  the  time  that  Joseph 
had  been  prime  minister  in  Egypt,  no 
neaanre  had  been  better  adapted  to  bring 
the  soil  of  the  country  under  the  snrveQ- 
lanee  of  the  Government  than  the  measure 
which  on  this  subject  they  now  proposed. 
If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  admitted 
colonial  com  duty  free,  he  would  not  have 
objected.  By  so  doing,  he  might  have 
rendered  more  close  the  connection  be- 
tween the  ColonieB  and  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  made  the  Colonies  an  integral 
part  of  the  Emj^re.  Jealousy  had  once 
eziilad  betweeen  the  mother  country  and 
the  CdoDwa,  but  that  time  had  passed 
away.  Onoe  there  had  been  a  jealousy 
bMwara  Bn^and  and  Ireland,  as  was 
pnred  hf  A  Mtw  boa 


squired  from   our 
country  was  better  fitted  for  the  produc- 
tion of  maiso,  for  instance,  than  Australia, 
to  which  Colony  the  Government  had, 
longer  ago  than  IsAt  year,  refused  to 
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permit  any  relaxation  of  the  Com  Law,  dow 
to  be  BO  suddenly  repealed.  There  vas 
another  reason  why  he  deprecated  a  de- 
pendence on  other  countries,  and  preferred 
A  recourse  to  our  own  Colonies.  That 
reason  was,  that  we  might  not  run  the 
risk  of  a  sudden  ioterruptiun,  by  means  of 
war.  And  here,  he  might  allude  to  a 
former  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  the  West  Ridiofi;,  aa  to  whom 
he  could  cordially  declare,  that.pioce  the 
noble  Lord's  cause,  which  he  h'&d  so  con- 
sistently and  honourably  championed — had 
been  fated  to  triumph,  he  rejoiced  that  it 
had  triumphed  in  the  noble  Lord's  person. 
That  noble  Lord  had  once  [alluding  to  an 
early  effusion  of  Lord  Morpeth's  pen]  im- 
presaively  alluded  to  the  position  of  Rome 
when  invaded  by  Alaric,  and  the  famine  to 
which  the  Empire  was  speedily  reduced,  in 
consequence  of  the  interruption  of  those 
foreign  supplies  of  grain  on  which  Rome 
had  for  a  long  time  previously  become  de- 
pendent. Whatever  apprehension,  how- 
ever, might  be  entertained  for  the  future 
fate  of  England  in  reference  to  her  supplies 
of  com,  he  acknowledged  he  entertained 
far  greater  fears  on  account  of  the  moral 
and  social  evils  likely  to  result  from  the 
manner  in  which  this  measure  had  been 
promoted  and  proposed.  Without  desiring 
to  say  any  thing  personally  offensive,  he 
could  not  avoid  expressing  his  opinion  that 
it  was  more  to  the  agitation  than  to  the 
arguments  of  the  League  that  the  Govem- 
tneut  had  yielded.  And  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  its  head,  might  well  be  ad- 
dressed by  the  agriculturists  in  the  memo- 
rable words  of  the  celebrated  warrior  of 
old—"  Destroy  us  if  you  will,  but  at  least 
destroy  us  in  the  light  of  day!"  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  only  intimated  to 
his  adhorents  that  the  reformed  sliding- 
scale  was  only  intended  to  last  as  long  as 
the  good  harvests,  and  that  it  would  be  re- 
moved by  the  first  unfavourable  season, 
many  excellent  speeches  would  have  been 
saved.  The  House  would  not  have  tost 
some  valuable  Members  ;  and  others,  like 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bridport,  would  have 
been  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  some 
useless  Journeys.  Many  letters  had  hecn 
published  by  Members  to  their  constituents 
— some  resigning  their  seats,  some  ofTeritig 
to  resign,  and  some  refusing  to  resign. 
From  one  of  the  former  class  he  would 
read  a  few  lines— the  letter  of  one  who,  in 
the  course  of  no  inconsiderable  career,  had 
never  sought  a  personal  honour  or  advan- 
tage, and  whose  efforts  had  been  devoted 


to  the  cause  of  humanity — he  alluded  to 
Lord  Ashley,  who  thus  addressed  his  con- 
stituents : — 

"  Although  no  pledge  waa  aikcd  or  giren  at  my 
election,  I  should  be  acting  in  coDtravoDtion  of 
an  honaurablc  undersUnding  bctwrao  myself  and 
tlie  electora  on  tliia  particular  subject,  if  I  re- 
tained my  neat  and  voted   for   the   Ministnial 
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Member 


had  over  taken  his  scat 
fettered  than  that  noble 
Lord ;  and  lie  put  it  to  others,  whether  the 
example  of  such  men  as  Lord  Ashley  and 
others,  were  not  worthy  of  being  pondered 
over  ere  it  was  utterly  disreganied  ?  To 
those  who  professed  that  their  opinions  had 
been  avowed  in  favour  of  the  principle  of 
the  Ministerial  measure  before  it  was  an- 
nounced, he  had  nothing  to  say.  He  as- 
sumed that  their  course  was  clear  and 
straightforward.  At  all  events,  aa  to  his 
own  course  on  this  occasion,  he  entertained 
no  doubt  or  misgiving.  Ho  distrusted  the 
measure.  He  had  deep  apprehension  and 
doubts  ns  to  the  means  by  which  it  had 
been  promoted ;  and  no  political  prej  udices, 
no  deference  to  any  men,  would  induce 
him  to  support  it. 

Mr.  PLUMPTRE  said,  connected  as 
he  was  with  a  large  and  important  ap'I- 
culturat  county,  which  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Home  Secretary  had  himself  a 
year  or  two  ago  declared  would  be  among 
those  in  which  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws 
would  soonest  throw  land  out  of  cultivation. 
He  wished  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this 
measure,  which  ho  conceived  to  be  equally 
perilous,  rash,  and  unjust.  The  reasons 
which  had  been  given  for  its  sudden  adop- 
tion seemed  to  him  suspicious,  insufficient, 
and  unsatisfactory.  And  though  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  who  professed  to  have  been 
so  quickly  converted,  considered  that  their 
former  speeches  in  favour  of  protection 
were  disposed  of  by  being  simply  abandoned, 
it  was  not  quite  bo  easy  to  get  rid  of  the 
facts,  the  principles,  and  the  arguments 
on  which  those  appeab  had  been  founded. 
Nor  could  he  dispose  so  easily  of  the  con- 
victions he  had  formed  as  to  the  necessity 
of  protection  for  all  branches  of  British  in- 
dustry. He  did  not  consider  it  as  a  land- 
lords question :  though  aware  that  it 
would  seriously  affect  the  smaller  classes 
of  landowners — in  whose  circimistanccs  the 
projected  change  would  work  serious  dts- 
trcss  and  embarrassment,  lie  viewed  it 
principally,  however,  as  a  Inhourers'  ques- 
tion. He  had  been  surprised  to  hear  it  so 
confidently  asserted  that  there  was  no  con- 
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nectioD  between  low  wages  and  low  prices. 
He  maintained,  upon  the  contrary,  that  the 
price  of  bread  directly  itiflucncod  the  rate 
nf  wages,  and  that  the  latter  regularly  rose 
and  fell  witb  the  former.  His  own  expe- 
rience and  observation  had  satisfied  him  of 
this.  He  had  been  engaged  practically 
Id  agrieulture  for  about  twenty  yearn,  and 
had  access  to  the  farming  accounts  of  those 
who  had  gone  before  him;  and  he  knew 
that  during  the  last  half  century  the  price 
of  bread  had  influenced  the  rate  of  wages 
as  much  as  100  per  cent.  When  com  had 
been  high,  wages  had  been  18«.  a  week  in 
bis  own  county  ;  and  when  com  had  been 
low,  wages  had  been  9«.  a  week.  A  year 
or  two  ago,  when  com  was  low,  wages  in 
Kent  were  IOj.  a  week.  Before  the  last 
harreat  they  were  at  12*.  When  com  rose 
at  the  time  of  last  harvest  they  were  at 
13<.  6d.,  and  recently,  com  having  fallen. 
they  were  at  12».  How  could  it  be  de- 
nied, then,  that  wages  rose  and  fell  with 
the  price  of  com  i  \Vhen  corn  was  low, 
the  farmers  employed  few  labourers,  and 
those  they  retained  they  paid  at  lower 
rates.  The  retail  tradesmen,  having  less 
ciutom.  Bent  smaller  orders  to  the  whole- 
ule  dealer;  the  master  manufacturers,  ex- 
perienrang  thus  in  their  turn  the  dc]iressing 
influence,  employed  a  diminished  number 
of  operatires,  and  paid  them  at  a  reduced 
rale;  and  so  it  seemed  aa  natural  and  in- 
evitable a  consequence  as  any  that  could 
tiisc  from  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect, 
that  wages  rose  and  fell  with  prices,  and 
that  poverty  increased  as  prices  were 
lowered.  Of  this  opinion  had  been  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vemmeDt,  when,  in  1839,  he  thus  ad- 
dressed the  House  : — 

"  Lodi  over  the  whole  vorld,  and  yon  will  find 
tbat  low  prices  of  bod  lead  to  Ion  nit^a  of 
■age»,  and  that  nbero  there  in  a  Ion  rata  oC 
*xeea  there  i>  .i  great  degndntiou  in  thecharacC'T 
oftjie  working  ctaioea.  Look  at  the  Hindoo*,  or 
M  the  Sicitiant,  in  their  rcapHTtive  countriei :  food 
i*  cbnp,  bnt  the  nit«  of  wagra  in  aluo  eitrrmely 
lo*.  and  bence  there  arc  not  in  Aiin  or  Europe 
BMR  miMTsble  ud  degraded  races." 

There  waa  another  part  of  the  subject  on 
which  he  wished  to  remark,  and  upon 
which  bo  should  also  have  to  quote  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  He  alluded  to  the 
effect  of  the  measure  on  tithes.  At  the 
emnmutation  of  tithes  the  clergy  had  given 

SI  their  right  to  share  in  the  advanto(;ea  of 
e  advance  of  agricnlture,  in  which  advan- 
Ugei  they  hod  a  just  right  to  participate, 
aa  thor  dnUes  were  proportionately  ang- 
aested.  along  witb  an  i  ncretsed  popnla- 
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lion  ;  and  at  the  passing  of  the  Commuta- 
tion Act  wheat  was  at  an  average  price  of 
56<.,  and  barley  of  32».  Now  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe,  under  the  proposed 
measure,  com  would  fall  considerably  ;  and 
if  the  clergy,  instead  of  having  the  value 
of  a  certain  quantity  of  corn  at  those 
prices  of  52s.  and  32s.,  were  to  have  it  at 
prices  of  40ji.  and  20s.,  the  result  would  be 
that  they  would  be  robbed  by  this  measure 
of  one-third  of  their  incomes.  In  1839, 
the  rightjion.  Baronet  had  declared  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws  would,  after 
the  Commutation  Act,  be  a  "  gross  fraud" 
on  the  clergy  and  on  Parliament.  He 
begged  to  repeat  the  expression  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  The  measure  was  in- 
deed a  "  gross  fraud;"  and  it  perpetrated 
upon  the  clergy  a  grievous  wrong  and  rob- 
bery. For  his  own  part,  indeed,  he  hesi- 
tated not  to  affirm  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  on  the  question  was  as  difficult 
to  explain  as  it  was  painful  to  contemplate. 
Sir  (continued  the  hon.  Mcmber(,  this  to 
me  is  the  most  serious  and  painful  view  of 
the  subject.  We  do  not  now  know  where 
to  look  for  public  men,  in  whose  character 
and  consistency  we  can  confide.  If  ever 
there  were  men  who  were  naturally  looted 
up  to  and  relied  on,  it  was  the  Members  of 
the  present  Administration  ;  and  certunly, 
what  lias  recently  occurred  tends  to  inspire 
me  with  a  distrust  for  public  men,  and  » 
positive  disgust  for  public  life.  The  failure 
of  the  potato  crop,  the  ostensible  cause  of 
this  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry, 
is  regarded  as  a  most  unsatisfactory  and 
suspicious  pretext ;  and  the  impression  is 
general  that  the  movement  was  brought 
about  by  the  proceedings  of  a  most  un- 
constitutional body — the  Anti-Corn-Law 
League — to  the  pressure  of  which  the  Go- 
vernment has  unhappily  yielded.  Having 
conceded  to  the  pressure  of  that  League, 
and  allowed  that  body  to  attain  its  ends, 
is  it  not  to  be  apprehended  that  other 
leagues  will  be  formed,  encouraged  lo  at- 
tempt the  attainment  of  other  ends  by  si- 
milar combinations?  Perhaps  you  may  at 
some  future  time  find  it  expedient  to  alter 
your  opinions  as  to  the  Chartist  claims, 
and  to  relinquish  your  dislike  of  universal 
suffrage.  What  security  can  we  have  that 
you  may  not  thus  be  induced  to  venture 
further  on  the  dark  and  dangerous  ocean  of 
expediency,  until  this  highly-favoured  na- 
tion becomes  exposed  to  imminent  peri), 
and  this  wisely  limited  monarchy  is  plunged 
into  the  convulsions  of  a  wild  and  uncon- 
trollable democracy.     Uay  Ho  "vha  14 
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over  all "  grant  that  my  fears  maj  not  be 
realiged!  Hay  He,  in  His  great  mercy, 
deliver  thia  great  coimtry  from  the  dangers 
into  which  (in  my  conKience  I  beliere)  *he 
»  now  exposed  I  I  hare  considered  the 
queBtion,  Sir,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  and  judgment,  and  upon  my  " 
sdence  I  bdieve  that  I  shall  be  promoting 
the  best  interests  of  this  country  by  con- 
tinuing to  give  to  the  measure  the  decided 
opposition  which  I  have  already  offered  to 
it— an  opposition  which  I  have  given  from 
my  most  inmost  conviction,  and  which 
I  shall  continae  to  give  iu  the  firm  persua- 
uon  that,  if  the  measure  were  carried,  it 
would  inevitably  produce  the  degradation 
and  the  ruin  of  the  working  populatio 
this  country,  and  do  irreparable  injury  to 
the  empire  at  large. 

Mr.  ha  WES  did  not  hesitate  to  give 
his  warmest  support  to  the  Ministerial 
project.  He  was  sure  that  it  would  be 
Ughly  advantageous  to  the  country;  tiicre 
was  a  very  general  impression  to  tiie  same 
affect  out  of  doors,  as  was  testified  by  the 
fact  that  petitions  were  presented  tc  the 
House  ^m  London,  Liverpool,  Birming- 
ham, Manchester,  the  great  towns  and 
oities  of  England,  praying  that  the  ques- 
tion might  now  be  settled,  and  that  the 
measure  proposed  by  Her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters might  be  passed  without  any  unne- 
cessary delay.  There  never  was  a  political 
movement  which  had  received  less  of  sym- 
pathy and  cooQtenauce  out  of  the  House 
than  that  which  Gentlemen  opposite  were 
endeavouring  to  get  up  in  favour  of  protec- 
tion principles.  They  protested  with  un- 
bounded indignation  against  any  alteration 
of  the  silk,  duties,  and  declared  that  it 
would  be  ruinous  to  the  trade;  but  it  was 
worthy  of  remark  that  but  few  of  the  silk 
manufacturers  joined  in  this  cry,  or  sanc- 
tioned the  opposition.  The  same  fact  had 
occurred  in  Uie  case  of  timber  also;  and 
yet  these  Gentlemen  talked  as  though  it 
was  they  alone  who  stood  between  the 
BngUah  manufacturers  and  absolute  de- 
atruction.  He  would  venture  to  say  that 
in  obstructing  tiiose  measures  bon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  had  not  sufficiently  studied 
ftnd  appreciated  ^ther  the  temper  or  the 
information  of  the  people,  and  that  thoj 
would  find  out  of  doors  nothing  like  the 
■opport  or  sympathy  they  expected.  But 
ha  was  glad  to  perceive  that  this  debate 
had  been  contradistinguished  favourably 
from  the  previous  debate  on  the  subject; 
•ad  with  one  exception  there  had  been  an 
sbaeace  of  that  Tilupenttion  which  charac- 


terised almost  exclusively  the  debate  on 
the  former  ocoaaion.  He  hoped  that  on  this 
occasion  hon.  Gentlemen  would  oondewend 
to  argue  the  question,  and  would  state 
some  intelli^blo  reason*  which  might  be 
grappled  with  when  they  raised  objections 
to  the  measures  which  Her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters had  proposed.  It  was  no  business 
of  bis  to  defend  Her  Majesty's  Ministers; 
but  this  he  would  take  upon  him  to  sar, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  which  the  people 
out  of  doors  took  less  interest  than  in  the 
vituperation  and  abuse  of  the  Government 
which  had  hitherto  formed  the  staple  of 
their  debate.  When  this  case  had  been 
argued,  he  thought  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  would  have  shown  that  that  pro- 
tection on  which  they  said  the  interesU  of 
agriculture  entirely  hung,  had  at   some 

feriod  or  other  effected  the  object  they 
ad  in  view.  But  he  would  undertake  to 
show  this,  that  there  never  had  been  a 
period  from  the  year  1815,  when  the  first 
great  innovation  in  the  old  Com  Law 
system  of  I^ngland  had  been  introduced,  in 
which  Agricultural  Committees,  and  most 
eminent  agricultural  authorities,  had  not 
condemned  the  laws,  and  the  principles  of 
those  laws,  which  those  GenUemea  uow 
sought  to  uphold.  And  when  he  was  now 
told  that  protection  was  essential  to  agri- 
culture, that  a  Com  Law  was  necessary, 
and  that  a  sliding-scale  ooold  not  be  de- 
parted from  without  injury  to  agricultural 
interests,  he  looked  back  to  former  times, 
and  he  found  tJiat  at  all  periods  of  agri- 
cultural distress  there  was  evidence  to 
show  the  utter  inefficacy  of  anv  Com  Law 
that  had  hitherto  been  introduced.  Let 
him  refer  in  the  first  instance  to  one  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Com  Law  of  1815 
ss  defended  by  one  of  its  most  eminent 
ipporters.     Sir  Heniy  Pamell  said — 


■'  But  »i 


3DldD. 


thcra  no  Icgiilative  interirrcnce  whatever  in  mst- 

I  or  trade,     if  capital  wa*  left  quile  free  from 

interpoiition  of  laws  giving  eDCouragemeDt  to 

investment  in   every  ipeciea  at  Dianufrcture 

and  evet7  branch  of  trade,  there  would  be  no  ae- 

lity  Tor  aoy  Parliamentary  regulation.     U  ia  in 

er  to  counteract  the  perpetual  operation  of  the 

ijnem   of  boontiei,  moDopoUeB,    and  protecting 

dutiei,  in  taking  capital  from  agriculture,  that  »aj 

aw    in  bvour  of    the  com    trsda   becomes    de- 

lirsble.     ]f  every   kind  of  trade    were  perleotlj 

free,  agriculture  would   not  require  an;  protec- 

"o  ;  but  81  ererj  kind  of  trade  is  rapported  by 

ne  sort  of  legialative  aid.  it  ii  folly  to  refiiae  Jt 

that  trade  which  ia  the  main  support  of  all 

others.     If  aU  those  who  ate  now  coccemed  in 

manu&ctures    and    commerce   will    consent    to 

adopt  the  system  of  a  perfectly  free  trade,  those 

tt«  now  advotalet  for  reiUaint*  on  Um  in- 
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fNrUUiao  of  oorn  will  villinjlr  abandon,  on  their  valve  the  merehuit  in  the  ir 

part,  all  claim  to  bdj  nob  prnteotioD."  rink!  of  laercantile  xpecnlatioti. 

JVnd  here  let  it  be  observed  that  the  time  That  Report  was  ilrawn  Ijj  Mr.  HuakiBaon, 

Taa  come  when  other  braaohes  of  trade  in  ^'>*'  submitted  to  a  Committee  oonaiating 

tfaecoimtr;  repudiated  protection;  and,  if  "^  individuolB  repreHenting  countieB,  and 

they  complained  of  an^l^ing,  it  waa  that  '"S^  landed  interests  in  those   counties, 

-there  waa  too  much  of  the  pnnciple  of  pro-  *"^^  asBented  to  bj  them  i^gaiu.    The  Com- 

taction  included  in  the  Tariff.     Here  then  "ii'ttce  of  1822    stated  in  their  Report, 

-was  the  Mover  for  tbo  Committee  at  that  that— 

Veriod,  who  said  he  advocated  the  measure  "  Eicluiion  up  to  certain  pointi,  and  perfect 

fcecause  manufacturers  were  protected  inor-  ^^  »">•'«  beyond,  had  induced  the  .griculturirt  to 

noTed,  there  would  be  no  grouiid  on  which  tree  tnule." 

mr  longer  to  defend  the  ptoteclion  of  corn.  g„,t^  ,i„_  ,„  ^„  te.tnnon,  borne  b. 
The  U.  of  1815  w«  p«i.edi  end  ho  uiked  AgrieollnrJ  Committee,  to  the  prolectWe 
W  tii»t  I.W  been  .neoe«.fnl  !  There  wu  ,,„  „  ijjj  ;„  1822.  „d  be- 
then  perfeet  proteetion;  protool.on  eerned  „„„  ^„  ^„j  „„j  [jja,  the,,  we. 
to  the  eitent  of  prohibition  !«id  he  uted  ,         ,  „„,;„,  „„  .gricnllnrei  nad  he 

the  Gentlemen  oppoeite  to  hATe  the  good-  .°  .       •    .    . 

neee  to  tell  him  if  that  law  had  been  ane- 

eeaafnl  or  niefid  to  the  agriculturista.     He 

wonld  tnm  to  the  Report  in  the  year  1821 

of  the  Agricultural  Committee  in  anawer  I,'aTc"h«l  ..«  ...^.  »»  ,a^  u...»w» 

to  thU  queationi  end    he  begged    to  be  „             imnoriramou'niid'"tr 244,000 

penmtled  to  a.j  that  AgncnW  Com-  ^,,^,.  ,  ^„,^  „j  ,^„„  ,„  [,„,„  „ 


asked  was  that  pressure  caused  I: 

teration  in   the  law,   or  by  the  miporta- 

tion  of  com  ?     The  importation  of  com 

those    years    was  trifling,   and   could 

effect  on  the  markets.     The 


1  those  dajs  were  appointed  by 
Pariiaments  in  which  the  landed  interest 
had  an  overwhehninr  ascendancy.  Since 
the  paising  of  the  Reform  Bill,  the  con- 
stitution of  tbat  House  had  been  mate- 
rially altered;  and  no  Committee  to  in- 
qnire  into  the  state  of  agriculture  could 
now  be  appointed  without  there  being  pro- 


qnartcrs  a  year, 

noue  introduced  in  1821,  1822,  1823.  and 
1824.  Thorcforo  let  it  bo  remembered 
that  it  was  not  owing  to  foreign  competi- 
tion that  low  prices  ensued.  Now,  with 
respect  to  tho  law  of  1828,  when  a  new 
system  of  protection  was  introduced,  be 
asked,  was  that  sutfcessful — did  tbat  law 
answer  tbo  objects  for  wbicbit  was  passed? 


bably  locluded  m  it  individuals  mterested    ^bj,  the  Report  of  1833  was  just  as  de- 
m  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  countrv;    .:„:..„  _.:.u  ,  ..  .l.  i c  ^  aoa  .„ 


vilh  r 


3  the  Uw  of  1828  aa 


...,„.  ,  the  Report  of  tho  Committee  of  1821  was 

Agricultural  Committee  was  iJmost  certain  with  respect  to  the  law  of  1815.  The  Ra- 
te be  composed  eiclus.yely  of  landed  pro-  ^^  (1^33,  ^^^  ^^.j^j^  ^^j  confirming 
pncU>rB;  uid  yet  a  Committee  so  consti-  \^^  f^j  ^J^^^^  j^  ^^^  j^  *  „f  jggj^  ^y^^^_ 
luted   condemned  in  the  strongest  temiB    ^j,^  ^^  ^^^  outgoings  of  the  farmer 

paid  out  of  capital  and  not  out  of 


the  law  of  1815.  He  would  invite  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  attend  to  that  Re- 
port. VMiat  then  did  the  Report  of  1821 
say,  after  an  experience  of  six  years  1  It 
■tatedthat— 

"  Thi*  tT«tem  it  eertainlj  liable  to  sudden  al- 
tentioiu,  of  which  the  effect  maj  be,  at  one  time, 
to  reduce  pricei,  alreadj  low,  lower  than  they 
would  probably  have  been  under  a  stato  of  free 
tntdc  ;  and  at  another,  nnncceBBarily  to  enhaaco 
prieee  alraody  high:  to  Dggravote  the  eviln  of 
Ksreity,  and  to  render  more  uvere  the  dcpreiiion 
tt  price*  from  abnndanee.  On  tho  one  hand,  it 
daoeivM  tbe  grower  with  the  &l>a  hopoii  of  mo< 
nopidy,  and  bf  ite  occaiional  interruption  may 
lead  to  eonMqueneei  which  deprive  him  of  the 
benefit  of  Uut  monopoly  when  moet  wanted.  On 
the  Mber  haad,  it  holds  out  to  the  country  tbe 
jnepact  of  an  oeeaaional  tree  trade,  bat  to  regu- 
Uled  and  deaultory  aa  to  baffle  the  calculations 
aod  anaettle  the  tnuiaactioni  both  of  the  grower 


profits,  continued — 

"  The  Committee  of  1821  expreswd  a  hope 
'  that  the  great  body  of  tho  occupiers  of  the  eoil, 
cither  from  the  wvingt  of  more  prosperous  time", 
or  from  the  credit  which  punctuality  command*  In 
this  country.  po>te»  resource!  which  will  enable 
them  to  lurtnount  the  diffieuUies  undrr  which  they 
now  labour."  Your  Committee,  with  deep  regret, 
are  bound  rather  to  exprew  n  fenr  that  the  diffl. 
cuUies  alone  remain  unchanged,  but  that  the  >ar- 
ingH  ait^  either  goue  or  greatly  dimLnished.  and 
tho  credit  fiiilinfi,  and  the  resources  being  fcne- 
rally  exhausted;  and  this  opinion  is  formed  not  on 
tbe  evidence  of  rent-payers,  hut  of  many  most  re- 
npcctnhlc  witnesnos,  as  well  owners  of  land  ba  sur- 
Tcyors  and  land  agents." 

Such,  then,  was  the  result  of  tbe  agricul- 
tural experience  of  the  Com  Laws  up  to 
1833,  and   which  was   recorded  upon  no 

Ls  DOLn  01  tne  jftowot    ,  '  ,.        ,  ,         *    t  .  t  e\ 

deprive  the  coniumer    'e"  an  authority  than  tbe  right  bon.  Gen- 


«fiaMl«rth(b«MatiofnKhatr»dei  and  to  in-    tlcman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
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they  wanted  them;  and  further,  when  hoD. 
Gentlemen  opposite  said  they  would  consent 
to  the  opening  of  the  ports,  the  admisHion 
lelf  a  condemnation  of  that  law.  It 
appeared  that  protection  had  not  answered 
its  purposes;  and  he  proceeded  now  to 
asti,  had  they  auy  eipericnce  of  the 
'king  of  what  might  be  almost  considered 
a  free  trade  in  com  ?  He  thought  to  a  cer- 
citent  that  the  law  of  177't  was  one 
practically  establishing  a  free  trade  in  com. 
From  1773  to  1792  the  imports  of  com 
amountedto4, 114, 995f.,  and  the  exports  to 
2,473,214(.,  leaving  a  balance  of  imports 
of  1,511,781/.  During  the  same  period 
the  population  increased  from  7,1()0,CMX) 
to  8,100,000.  There  were,  further,  460 
Inelosure  Acts  passed,  whilst  the  average 
price  of  wheat  was  46«.  The  population 
had  gone  on  increasing,  trade  was  flourish- 
ing, agriculture  was  in  a  thriving  condition, 
and  no  agricultural  committees  were  ap- 
pointed during  the  continuance  of  that  law. 
But  through  the  whole  of  such  period,  any 
one  who  would  turn  to  the  pages  of  Arthur 
Young  would  find  that  there  was  a  great 
increase  of  cultivation,  and  at  the  same 
time  our  imports  also  greatly  increased. 
The  period  to  which  he  more  particularly 
referred  was  from  1784  to  1789,  of  which 
the  following  table  would  give  on  accurate 
representation  : — 


Department.  It  was  then  stated,  as  it  is 
now,  that  low  prices  were  not  beneficial  to 
the  labouring  population.  But  the  answer 
was  given  at  the  time.  Ho  would  now 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  very 
remarkahle  declaration  of  the  lote  Lard 
Liverpool,  who,  in  (he  year  1822,  made  use 
of  the  following  hinguagc  : — 

"  When  the  noble  Earl  mys  that  the  low  pricci 
incident  to  the  diBtnis  which  agriculture  tufl^n. 
beneBt  no  man,  I  answer  that,  although  I  sincerely 
wish  the  diBtreu  did  not  eiist,  1  cannot  be  blind 
to  the  £>ct  that  they  do  benefit  a  great  majority 
of  the  people.  I  have  been  at  some  trouble,  my 
Lords,  to  ascertain  the  rent  state  of  the  case,  and 
I  can  pledge  myself  to  the  accuracy  of  thin  state- 
ment. In  this  metropolis,  in  which  your  Lord- 
■hips  are  now  sitting,  never  were  the  lower  orders 
of  the  people  in  a  better  condition  than  they  are 
at  this  moment.  So  that  when  the  noblo  Earl 
nys  that  tbe  low  prices  incident  to  the  distress 
of  the  agriculturists  hare  not  been  beneflci&l 
anybody,  be  certainly  labours  under  a  great  m 
take,  tor  that  distress,  however  mnch  to  be  la. 
mented  in  it«eif,  is  accompanied  by  a  considerable 
benefit  to  a  great  proportion  of  the  peopli 
Upon  that  declaration  he  would  stand  at 
this  moment;  and  he  would  say  further 
that  they  would  find  the  great  body  of 
the  community  and  the  agricultural  labour- 
ers invariably  better  off  when  prices  were 
low  and  food  was  abundant  than  at  any 
Other  periods.  Let  him  now  proceed  to 
the  nest  Committee,  that  of  1836,  a  Com- 
mittee composed  largely  of  individuab  re- 
presenting the  landed  interest.  It  was  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  ample  foundation  for 
the  opinion  that,  whatever  was  the  state  of 
the  landlords  and  farmers'  interest 
whole  the  tenant  was  much  better  off  than 
in  any  preceding  year;  and  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  assign  any  other  cause  for  this 
than  the  lower  prices  of  articles  of  human 
Buhsistence.  Let  it  he  remembered  also 
that  the  law  of  1828  was  distinctly  termed 
ft  delusion,  and  was  so  designated  in  the 
draft  Report  of  the  Committee  of  1836, 
and  subsequently  published  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  highest  authority  in  this  House. 
That  opinion  was  confirmed  by  some  of  the 
most  eminent  agriculturists  of  the  country  ; 
and  there  was  a  distinguished  Member  of 
that  House  (Mr,  Woidridge  Whitmore) 
who,  in  the  same  language,  denounced 
the  law  of  1828  as  a  delusion.  He  (Mr. 
Hawes)cont«nded,  then,  that  protection  was 
not  beneficial  to  agriculture;  and  he  now 
asked  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  how 
they  intended  to  maintain  any  argument 
jfrom  experience  in  its  favour  ?  The  law  of 
|.jl842  bM  Auled;  it  had  not  secured  steadi- 
■  of  prio«B|  it  did  exclude  supplies  when 
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That  was  a  period  when  the  corn  trade  was 
practically  free,  and  there  was  little  orno  pro- 
tection. He  defied  any  one  to  show  him  a 
period  when  protection  prevailed  that  the 
the   price  of  corn  was   less. 


But  what 


mtribut 


)  the  i 


provcment  of  agricultur 
thriving  state  of  trade  and  manufactures ; 
for  about  that  period  the  steam-engine  be- 
gan to  be  applied  to  manufacturing  pur- 
poses. Id  1787,  also,  the  Commercial 
Treaty  with  France  eiisted,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  a  great  increase  in  the 
trade  with  that  country  ;  at  the  same 
period  peace  bad  been  restored  with  the 
United  States,  and  in  a  short  time  the 
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-tnde  that  grew  up  with  America  became 
«f  increaaiiig  importance.  That  period  wub 
Ttry  analogoiiB  to  the  present  day  as  re- 

E'ded  the  meaanres  introduced  hy  Her 
jettj'a  Ministers  for  relaxing  the  re- 
Blrictiona  on  commerce,  bj  the  opening  of 
new  markets,  and  bj  giving  now  employ- 
ment to  labour  ;  therefore  the  same  prin- 
ciples might  be  said  to  hold  then  as  now, 
and  thereby  encouraging  a  spirit  of  entcr- 
priae,  and  an  cztenaion  of  our  trade. 
When  manufactures  and  the  trading  inte- 
rests were  in  the  most  thriving  condition,  in 
consequence  of  thefrocdom  from  obaolete  re- 
strictions, and  the  invigorating  influence  of 
sound  and  just  principlea — principles  which 
vere  practically  in  operation  in  the  period 
referred  to — agriculture  flourished.  They 
bad  been  told  that  this  measure  would  lower 
priced.  Heagreedwith  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net that  he  would  he  a  bold  manindeed,  after 
what  had  passed,  who  would  venture  to 
predict  the  future  price  of  com.  He  ex- 
pected a  fall  in  the  price  of  com  when  the 
trade  in  com  was  no  longer  disturbed  by 
Com  Laws.  But,  coneuirentlj  with  this 
bU  of  prices,  he  anticipated  a  reduced  cost 
of  production.  The  advance  of  science, 
tbe  facilities  of  transport,  the  cheaper  con- 
veyance of  produce  to  market,  longer  pro- 
dnction,  nil  justified  this  eipectnlion;  and 
8  larger  share  of  tbe  average  taiation  of 
the  country  was  paid  bj  the  trading  and 
manufacturing  interests  than  at  any  former 
period.  The  agriculturists  could  therefore 
afford  to  contcmplote  the  prospect  of  lower 
prices.  But  low  prices  had  occurred  under 
protective  laws,  not  from  foreign  competi- 
tion, bat  from  the  eicess  of  homo  growth 
and  production.  Suppose  we  had  an  abun- 
dant harvest  next  year,  which,  under 
tbe  blessing  of  Ood,  ho  hoped  would  be  the 
case,  what  would  be  the  effect  ?  Thoy  re 
coUeeted,  a  few  years  ago,  that  wheat  wai 
down  to  36«.;  but  did  they  remember  thi 

K'ce  of  corn  after  a  series  of  good  harvests: 
!  thonght  that  it  would  he  a  wholesome 
proceeding  to  consider  the  price  of  com 
when  the  Com  Laws  were  clearly  inopera- 
tive. When  they  had  a  succession  of  good 
harrests,  it  was  obrious  that  the  Com  Laws 
would  have  no  effect.  From  1742  to 
1748  there  was  not  a  single  year  in  which 
com  was  more  than  30(.  a  quarter;  and 
these  were  all  years  of  war.  In  the  year 
1742,wheatwBBfrom26».to29«.i  1743.20*. 
to23f.!  1744,  19s.  to  21*.;  1745,  18«.  to 
20*.;  1746.  i6s.  to  24«.;  1747,  27«.  to 
30f.:  bu-ley,  8*.  to  12t.;  oats,  6i.  9<;.; 
174S,wli«t,26(.to28«.  Making  all  allow- 
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for  other  and  distinct  causes,  they 
would  find  that  the  average  price  of  corn 
was  far  below  what  it  was  in  modem  times. 
Now,  what  was  the  state  of  the  people  at 
that  time,  as  recorded  by  historians,  as  de- 
scribed by  Arthur  Young,  and  hy  Mr. 
Tooko  in  his  invaluable  history  of  prices  ? 
It  appeared  that  there  never  was  a  period 
when  the  labouring  population  were  in  so 
thriving  and  good  a  condition.  The  lion. 
Member  for  Kent  said  that  low  prices 
would  produce  low  wogea.  At  that  period, 
according  to  Arthur  Young,  "  the  average 
price  of  wheat  was,  for  the  whole  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  38*.  2d.  per  Win- 
chester quarter;  and  for  the  sixty-six  years, 
1701  to  1766,  32*.  Id.,  being  a  fall  of  16 
per  cent ;  while  the  average  price  of  agri- 
cultural labour,  which  on  the  average  of 
the  seventeenth  century  had  been  lOJd. 

for  day,  was  for  sixty-six  years,  ending  in 
766,  12d.,  or  a  rise  of  16  per  cent." 
So  that  through  that  long  period  of  time 
there  bad  becu  a  steady  decline  in  the 
price  of  food,  and  a  considerable  rise  in  the 
rate  of  wogos.  And  it  must  be  bo;  for  tbe 
price  of  labour  was  not  dependent  on  tbe 
price  of  com;  if  there  was  a  great  demand 
for  labour,  there  must  be  a  rise  in  wages. 
No  doubt  the  cost  of  subsistence  depended 
upon  the  price  of  com  ;  but  to  argue  that 
the  rate  of  wages  in  a  civilised  country 
depended  upon  the  price  of  com  was  both 
monstrous  and  unjust.  Nothing  was  more 
miKchievoUB  than  the  regulation  of  wages 
by  the  cost  of  suhsistcncc.  A  skilful,  in- 
telligent, honest  labourer  was  worth  more, 
all  other  things  the  same,  than  an  unskilful 
and  dishonest  one.  To  pay  both  by  tho 
cost  of  subsistence  was  injurious  to  tho 
community,  and,  as  he  thought,  injurious 
to  the  producer.  Here,  then,  there  was 
a  proof  that  for  a  long  period  there  had 
been  a  rise  in  the  wages  of  labour 
with  a  fall  in  the  price  of  corn.  This 
was  a  decisive  reply  to  the  hou.  Gen- 
tleman ;  but  he  referred  to  Sicily  and 
Ilindostan.  There  were  other  circum- 
stances than  the  price  of  food  in  these 
countries,  which  so  materially  affecte<l 
the  condition  of  the  people,  and  deter- 
mined wages  in  those  two  countries.  It 
was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  refer  to 
the  I'nitcd  States,  or  to  some  of  tho 
English  Colonie.f,  to  show  that  provisions 
might  bo  low,  and  wages  high.  Tho  hon. 
Member  might  depend  upon  it  that  they 
could  never  come  to  any  safe  general  conelu-  • 
sion  if  they  did  not  look  to  oil  the  facta  in 
connexion  with  eocli  particular  country.  He 
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drawn  up  bj  Sir  Henry  Punell.  It  mo- 
peered,  then,  that  125(.,  100*.,  80*.,  60*., 
64«.,  had  been  coneidcred  from  time  to 
time  the  only  remunerative  prices  to  the 
English  fanner.  But  as  all  these  predic- 
tions of  ruin  founded  upon  the  dreaded 
preTalence  of  lower  pricei  had  been  falsified 
by  the  result,  ho  might  safely  leare  all 
present  predictions  to  the  same  test,  the 
tost  of  experience.  Whenever  be  found  a 
witness  before  Agricultural  Committees 
maintaining  the  possibility  of  growing  com 
at  a  lower  price,  he  was  sure  to  be  scouted 
and  discredited  by  agricultural  catechlsts. 
It  was  BO  in  1 836,  when  intelligent  Scotch, 
and  indeed  English  farmers  gave  in  evi- 
dence the  price  at  which  they  could  grow 
com,  some  Haying  they  could  do  so  at  8t. 
and  lOt.,  below  even  present  pricei.  The 
evidence  was  on  record,  and  need  but  be 
referred  to.  He  could  refer  to  many  parts 
of  the  evidence,  where  witnesses  said  48*. 
was  arcmanerativepricc  for  wheat.  Several 
witnesses  undertook  to  show  that  com  might 
bo  Bold  at  much  lower  prices,  and  that  Eng- 
lish agriculture  would  nevertheless  flourish, 
as  be  trusted  that  it  would,  at  lower  prices. 
There  was  one  other  point  he  was  anxious 
to  allude  to  in  connexion  with  what  fell 
from  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  beUcved  that  the  operation  of 
the  Com  Laws  had  been  most  disastrouB  to 
the  commerce  of  the  countrj-.  The  Com 
Laws,  regarded  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  could  only  be  regarded  as  producing 
a  diminution  of  profits.  If  they  increased 
wages  under  such  a  state  of  things,  they 
must  diminish  profits.  Now  tho  effoct,  if 
traced,  of  such  a  diminution  of  profits 
would  prove  to  ho  most  detrimental  to  the 
labouring  classes.  Ho  was  Horry  that  some 
of  those  hon.  Members  were  not  present 
who  sympathised  with  tlie  condition  of  the 
labouring  claBses.  lie  had  said  that  the 
operation  of  the  Com  Laws  tended  to  the 
diminution  of  profits.  The  etfect  of  di- 
minished profits  was  to  stimulate  the  in- 
vention of  machinery,  to  ecouomiEe  human 
labour.  Hence  that  vast  combination  of 
capital,  and  skill,  and  machinery.  Hence 
the  great  manufacturing  system, 
which,  with  aU  the  wealth  it  had  conferred 
tho  country,  had  carried  with  it  a  large 
amount  of  social  evib,  which  tho  endeavours 
of  that  House  had  been  more  than  once 
exerted  to  counteract.  He  ought,  how- 
ever, to  say  that  much  more  for  the  benefit 
of  the  condition  of  the  labouring  class 
had  been  done  by  the  voluntary  energy 
of  the  great   monufaoturera  themselves, 


could  not  help  referring  to  one  proof  more 
of  the  effects  of  the  comparative  free  trade 
in  com  which  existed  betwoea  1773  and 
1792.  At  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent century  a  controversy  was  going  on 
between  a  number  of  able  writers  with  re- 
spect to  the  fact  that  the  Bank  of  England, 
by  the  large  issue  of  paper  money,  had  in- 
fluenced the  price  of  com.  Ho  had  in  his 
poasession  a  pamphlet  written  at  that 
time  by  Sir  Francis  Baring,  the  most  emi- 
nent mercantile  authority  in  the  country. 
Let  him  recall  to  mind  that  at  that  period 
between  400  and  £00  Inclosuro  Acts  had 
passed,  which  the  increased  population  of 
the  country  called  for.  The  price  of  com 
was  rising  :  the  population  was  suffering  in 
consequence.  This  was  all  attributed  to 
an  excessive  issue  of  bank  paper,  It  was 
upon  this  point  of  the  controversy  that,  in- 
cidentally, Sir  F.  Baring  bears  this  testi- 
mony to  the  condition  of  farmers  and  agri- 
culture under  the  influence  of  the  law  of 
1773 — practically,  as  he  had  said,  estab- 
lishing a  freo  trade  in  com.  He  says- 
"  Ad  aUrm  not  very  dissimilar  hai  been  raiud 

Xinat  the  eoutitr;  bankii,  who  hnvo  been  nocuied 
mabling  the  Eirmers  to  board  their  cam.  b; 
rasking  them  xlvrnicos  of  monej :  but  tho  inhabi- 
tants of  this  iDEtropolin  are  not  aware  of  the  total 
chnoge  In  the  ■ituation  of  the  eountry  bunks,  in 
vontequenra  of  tho  war.  Tboae  which  are  estnb- 
liihed  in  Huports  and  great  manufooturiag  towng 
maj  still  be  considered  as  hiiing  oonnnercial  de 
posits,  with  which  the;  niuit,  in  preference,  ac 
commodiitc  their  commercial  friends:  but  th< 
Keneral  mast  of  banks  throngh  the  eonntry  look 
to  tW  fiirmers  for  deposits  and  support, 
only  penona  who  have  money  to  emplov. 
very  nre  that  a  farmer  wants  to  borrow 
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Kow,  if  anything  could  show  that  up  to  this 
time  the  farmers  were  in  a  state  of  pros- 

terity,  this  authority  was  sufficient.  He 
ad  already  said  that  he  expected,  under 
the  proposed  law,  much  lower  average 
prices.  It  should  be  recollected  that  the 
altered  condition  of  the  English  agricul- 
turist, in  many  respects,  would  diminish 
the  cost  of  production  ;  and  with  the  im- 
provements that  would  bo  introduced,  they 
would  grow  more  profitably  wheat  at  much 
lower  prices.  But  there  was  one  thing 
connected  with  this  point,  to  which  he  de- 
sired to  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 
In  all  former  Agricultural  Committees 
there  bad  been  statements  as  to  the  prices 
that  would  he  remunerative  to  the  farmer  ; 
These  ranged  from  125i.  to  56«,  per 
quarter.  He  believed  that  125j.  was  the 
vnoont  actually  mentioned  in  the  Report 
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dun  bj  an;  eoKtmenta  of  the  Legtslstnre. 
B«t  vbat  WKB  iho  effect  of  tLe  Corn  Laws 
upoa  tbfl  uricnltunl  interaat,  regvded  in 
•o  economical  and  solid  ptrint  of  rieir  J 
Hm.  Gentlemen  opposite  dreaded  the 
inereaae  of  the  great  manufacturing  in- 
terest ;  thej  dreaded  the  increased  con- 
tregaUon  of  multitudes  in  lareie  tovns. 
Whenever  the;  iiit«rfered  irith  the  profits 
of  trade  in  a  countr;  like  England,  the; 
would  engender  tho  means  of  injuring  them- 
idves.  He  should  be  soir;  to  see  this 
raontr;  a  dull  successioti  of  manufacturing 
towns,  connected  b;  railroad.  So  ho 
sbonld  be  son;  to  tee  the  village  green, 
and  green  lanes,  and  open  commons,  dis- 
Upear,  as  disappear  die;  would,  if  the 
Com  Laws  were  maintained,  and  popula- 
tion increased.  The  demand  increasing 
for  food,  and  the  acreablc  snppl;  remaining 
the  same — ever;  acre  must  be  pressed  into 
the  serrice  of  the  fanner.  Capital  must  be 
also  called  in,  and  the  aid  of  machinerv, 
and  a  B;stem  of  mechanical  and  strict!; 
ectnomical  tanning  must  aniTCrsall;  pre- 
Tsil.  In  fact,  the  manufacturing  B;Btom 
most  prerail  in  agriculture.  But  countr; 
ideasnres  and  sports  must  be  oitinguiibed 
altogether,  and  a  dull  succession  of  mere 
farms  most  take  the  peace  of  all  rural 
scenes.  Wealth  for  a  time  might  increase 
in  spit«  of  the  injurious  action  of  these 
ttwB ;  but  it  would  be  gvned  at  the  expense 
irfall  tlie  healthful  pleasures  and  pursuits 
af  connti;  life.  On  the  contrary,  widen  the 
ana  of  sappl; — let  there  be  no  unnatural 
sttmnloB  to  agriculture — let  its  profits  be 
those  alone  of  a  iree  competition;  and 
whilst  under  its  influence,  the  skill  and  ca- 
jHtal  of  England  would  ensure  the  full  de- 
relopment  of  the  powers  of  the  soil,  and 
the  knowledge  of  the  agricultnnst;  and  it 
would  not  be  at  the  ezpense  of  those  social 
aad  moral  influences  which  ought  pre- 
eminent); to  distinguish  country  life. 
For  the  reasons  which  he  hod  offered 
to  the  House,  ho  purposed  to  give  to 
Her  Majett;'B  Ministers  his  most  cordial 
and  entire  support  with  regard  to  this 
VBMsan.  He  rejoiced  at  the  course 
which  the;  had  taken.  He  thought  that 
it  most  have  been  foreseen  and  expected, 
diat  friHn  tiic  opinions  wlueh  the;  had 
•xpressed  last  Session,  and  from  their 
former  measures,  that  the;  would  iotro- 
doee  a  measnre  similar  to  the  present. 
He  would  on];  add,  if  the;  allowed  agita- 
tion  OD  the  niirpl;  of  food  to  Increase,  the; 
wa«U  not  ba  able  to  limit  its  action  to  this 
rab{»etakM,  but  the;  would  toon  find  itez- 


tended  to  other  subjects  of  importanae  in- 
volving the  ftiture  interests  and  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  country.  Ho  eoQt«mplated 
that  this  meoBure  would  he  received  b;  the 
great  manufacturing  and  commercial  bod; 
with  pleasure.  It  would  allay  many  an- 
gr;  passions  and  prejudices,  and  would 
tend  materioll;  to  produce  the  most  bene- 
ficial results  amongst  all  classes  of  thK 
communit;.  He  must  apologise  once  more 
for  having  occupied  so  much  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  and  should  sit  down  with 
^ving  his  most  cordial  support  to  the  mea- 
sure. 

8m  J.  TROLLOPE  wished  to  addrass 
to  the  House  a  few  observations,  in  rapl; 
to  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sHt  down. 
Tho  hoQ.  Member  said  the  population  of 
the  country  were  unanimous  in  favour  of 
this  measure.  Now,  he  represented  a  ver; 
large  coustituency,  ono  of  the  largest  piirel; 
agricultural  constituencies,  and  he  found 
in  his  district  that  the  unanimit;  was  all 
the  other  wo;.  He  bad  attended  large' 
meetings  in  his  count;,  where  onl;  one 
hand  was  held  up  in  favour  of  tho  Minister's 
measures.  There  were  at  these  meetings 
numbers  of  persons  who  were  connected 
with  trade  and  with  the  teamed  professions; 
and  these  persons  were  the  foremost  to 
speak  in  favour  of  agricultural  protection. 
He  might  further  add  that  in  the  part  of 
Lincolnshire  which  he  represented,  very 
free  comments  were  made  upon  the  conduct 
of  those  Members  for  the  boroughs  who  had 
taken  a  different  course— ho  particular!; 
referred  to  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Stamford.  Ec  was  closely  connected  with 
that  borough — the  constituents  were  his 
near  neighbourly-^ and  he  knew  that  they 
had  witnessed  the  conduct  of  their  right 
hon.  Representative  with  groat  dislike  and 
surprise.  He  believed  they  hod  taken  a 
still  farther  step— they  had  produced  before 
him  tho  opinions  which  he  held  on  former 
occasions ;  and  tliey  had  called  upon  him 
to  take  that  step  which  alone  could  be 
taken  in  consistency  with  what  was  due  to 
his  character.  But  still  his  right  hon. 
Friend  rose  in  the  House  night  after  night, 
and  with  great  ability  combated  his  own 
opinions,  and  overturned  all  tho  arguments 
he  bad  formerly  used.  He  had  heard  with 
some  astonishment,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Session,  that  they  were  called  upon  b; 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  decide  upon 
these  measures  according  to  the  experience 
of  the  last  three  years.  As  far  as  he  had 
been  able  to  consult  that  experience,  it 
appeared  to  him  eminent);  to  confirm  the 
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opinion  which  he  had  always  entertuned 
in  favour  of  moderate  protection ;  for  be 
would  tell  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth, 
that  he  was  as  favourable  to  low  prices  as 
the  hon.  Member  could  possibly  bo ;  but 
he  wished  that  the  low  prices  should  spring 
from  the  abundance  of  the  homo  supply, 
not  from  the  foreign  market.  The  hon. 
Member  had  taken  them  hack  to  a  period 
antecedent  to  the  pohtical  life  of  most  of 
them — the  year  1815.  Very  few  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  whom  he  saw  around  him 
had  a  vote  cither  in  the  Legislature  or 
anywhere  else  at  that  time.  But  if  they 
examined  what  had  taken  place  since  that 
period,  they  would  find  that  there  had  been 
a  gradual  diminution  of  protection.  He 
agreed  witli  the  hon.  Member  that  the  law 
of  1815  was  a  monopolist  law;  but  thelcgis- 
UtioD  of  the  House  ever  since  had  been  to 
mitigate  its  severity ;  and  they  were  now 
going  on  at  a  steady  and  moderate  pace 
towards  that  goal  which  the  bon.  Member 
was  anxious  to  arrive  at  by  a  single  leap. 
It  was  said  that  in  1822  there  were  low 
prices  and  great  distress  among  the  agri- 
culturists. Undoubtedly  that  was  so ;  but 
it  did  not  arise  from  Corn  Law  legislation: 
in  his  opinion  it  arose  from  currency  legis- 
lation. But  were  the  complaints  at  that 
time  confined  to  the  agricultural  interest  ? 
If  the  Hon.  Member  would  search  his  com- 
mercial records,  he  would  find  that  at  the 
same  time  there  were  great  complaints  from 
those  who  were  engaged  in  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  country ;  aud  that  the 
Gazette  ai  that  day  furnished  a  long  list  of 
Tictims  to  tbe  rashness  of  the  legislation 
that  was  then  pursued.  In  fact,  it  was 
the  same  rash  spirit  thtti  applied  to  cur- 
rency which  they  now  saw  applied  to  corn, 
and  which  they  were  endeavouring  to  resist. 
The  hon.  Member  had  carried  them  back 
a  considerable  time ;  to  the  period  inter- 
vening  between  1701  and  1766;  when,  he 
said,  the  avenge  price  of  wheat  was 
32*.  W.  per  quarter.  But  he  had  looked 
into  another   record,   embodied  in  n   Kc- 

?ort  of  a  Committee  of  this  House  io 
833,  of  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
Sir  James  Graham)  was  Chairman ;  and 


he   found  that  the 


)  of  wheat  for 


century  prior  to  1/93  [was  there  esti- 
mated to  average  50«.  per  quarter.  At 
the  same  time  it  was  stated  that  great 
doubts  were  entertained  as  to  the  accuracy 
of  any  records  of  the  price  of  wheat  !ii  this 
country  prior  to  1797  ;  that  the  Eton  Col- 
lege records,  which  were  generally  referred 
to,  could  not  be  considered  as  e,  fair  cri- 


terion of  the  price  over  the  whole  country. 
Then  the  hon.  Member  not  only  told  the 
agriculturists  tliat  it  was  incumbent  upon 
them  to  produce  more  com ;  but  he  was 
good  enough  to  tell  them  how  to  produce 
it,  and  even  named  the  price  they  could 
afford  to  grow  it.  He  was  not  aware 
that  tbe  hon.  Member  had  much  agri- 
cultural knowledge ;  if  he  bad,  he  must 
know  that  the  improvement  of  land  was 
a  very  expensive  process,  and  that  it  was 
a  considerable  time  before  any  returns 
were  yielded.  He  must  saj,  aa  repre- 
senting a  county  which  certainly  had 
not  been  behindhand  in  its  struggles  to 
provide  food  for  the  peojile,  that  he  could 
not  call  to  mind  a  single  acre  of  land  which 
was  tying  waste  in  that  division  of  the 
county  which  ho  rcprcscDted  ;  and  that 
there  was  not  an  unenclosed  parish,  except 
in  the  borough  (Stamford)  which  his  right 
hon.  Friend  represented,  and  that  remained 
unenclosed  only  on  account  of  some  mixed 
rights  of  the  freemen.  From  the  returns 
he  had  been  able  to  procure,  he  was  able 
to  state,  that  from  \%29,  to  1841  there  had 
been  an  increase  in  the  produce  of  the 
county  of  Lincoln  to  thecxtcnt  of  70  per  cent 
in  the  article  of  wheat  alone;  and  he  was  sa- 
tisfied from  tbe  improvements  that  had  since 
taken  place — from  the  great  amount  of 
drainage,  the  breaking  up  of  pasture  land, 
Ute  artificial  manures,  aud  other  processes 
that  wore  appUed  to  the  land — that  a  much 
greater  farther  increase  had  since  taken 
place  in  the  county,  and  that  the  increase 
in  the  last  sixteen  years  could  not  amount 
to  less  than  100  per  ceiit.  During  the 
same  period  the  population  of  the  county 
hail  not  increased  above  20  per  cent ;  so 
that  there  was  a  large  available  surplus 
for  tbe  food  of  the  population  in  the 
manufactuzing  districts.  Their  principal 
markets  were  Manchester,  Leeds,  New- 
castle, and  Londou.  But  how  was  their 
produce  conveyed  ?  Why,  by  the  tedioiu 
and  expensive  conveyance  of  coasting  ves- 
sels. But  were  they  allowed  to  hire  cheaper 
vessels — that  is,  supposing  they  would  get 
them  from  the  Baltic  or  the  Rhine  ?  He 
found  that  the  con  sting  trade  was  an  abso- 
lute monopoly.  No:  be  found  that  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  was  hampered  with 
serious  restrictions.  For  instance,  the 
tithe  was  a  serious  restriction  upon  the 
cultivation  of  the  land ;  because  it  pre- 
Touted  them  from  cultivating  it  in  any 
manner  they  might  wish.  If,  for  instance, 
a  man  wished  to  revert  from  tillage  to  pas- 
ture on  his  land,  he  was  met  by  a  fixed 
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tilkge  tithe ;  for  tho  amount  of  tithe  might 
now  be  taken,  under  the  Commutation  Act, 
at  about  10«.  per  acre  upon  tillage  land,  and 
upon  pasture  at  2«.  Qd.  per  acre;  bo  that 
if  land  which  was  now  tillage  were  to  be 
laid  down  in  pasture,  it  must  still  pay  the 
tillage  tithe.  There  must,  therefore,  if 
this  measure  passed,  be  B  remission  of  the 
Tithe  Law:  in  fact,  it  could  not  stand  with 
a  repeal  of  the  Corn  Law  ;  and  that  was  a 
point  which  the  heads  of  the  Church  would 
no  doubt  Berioualy  conaidGr,  when  the  mea- 
sure came  before  them  in  another  place. 
He  had  heard  it  said  that  the  heads  of  the 
Chm-ch  were  about  to  become  consenting 
parties  to  this  measure ;  but  he  did  not 
WieTC  that  on  this  point  thcj  would  desert 
the  working  clergy;  for,  upon  them  it  was, 
that  the  burden  of  this  measure  would  fall. 
The  legislation  of  this  House  had  very 
properly  bwn  directed  of  late  to  encourage 
residence,  and  to  diminish  pluralities  ;  but 
how  did  they  expect  the  clergy  to  live,  if 
they  diminished  the  income  of  the  clergy 
in  such  a  manner  as  the  operation  of  this 
Bin  would  meTitably  cause  1  Then  ho  had 
beard  the  malt  tax  mentioned  as  a  burden 
upon  agriculture.  He  had  never  taken 
part  la  the  agitation  for  the  repeal  of  the 
malt  tax :  he  believed,  that  as  a  tax,  it  fell 
opon  the  consumer,  rather  than  the  pro- 
ber. But  still  he  knew  that  it  told  upon 
the  farmers  more  heavily  than  upon  any 
Otber  class,  because  they  were  in  tne  habit 
of  giving  beer  to  their  labourers ;  and 
without  the  malt  tax  they  could  give  them 
very  good  beer  at  \\d.  per  quart ;  but  the 
malt  tax  added  another  penny  to  the  price. 
It  certainly  affected  tho  farmers,  therefore, 
OS  large  consumers  of  beer  ;  and  he  would 
not  saj  but  an  injurious  effect  was  produced 
opon  the  farmer  also  in  this  way,  that  he 
was  prevented  from  feeding  his  cattle  with 
malt ;  and  thus  the  farmer  was  restricted 
from  doing  what  be  liked  with  his  own. 
Then  he  might  go  on  to  state  that  there 
were  many  things  which  a  farmer  might 
grow  profitably,  but  which  he  was  at  pre- 
sent restricted  from  growing.  For  instance, 
the  alluvial  soils  of  Lincolnshire  were  well 
fitted  for  the  growth  of  tobacco  ;  but  this 
the  farmers  wore  absolutely  prohibited  from 
cultivating.  But  did  tbcy  think  that  excise 
laws  could  be  maintained  with  free  trade  ? 
It  WOE  impOBBible.  Then,  again,  they 
might  cultivate  beetroot  for  the  growth  of 
Migmr  as  they  did  in  Franco  ;  but  there 
was  a  2it.  duty  on  that  manufacture;  nnd 
tliia  waa  in  effect  a  prohibition.  He  had 
been  tiM,  bowerer.of  the  special  exemp- 


tions from  taxation  which  the  agriculturisis 
enjoyed;  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth 
glowed  at  that  point.  He  presumed  the 
hon.  Member  alluded  to  the  legacy  duty; 
for,  with  the  exception  of  the  remission  of 
the  tax  on  shepherds'  dogs,  and  such  trifles, 
he  knew  no  exemption.  But  he  would  ask 
if  the  legacy  duty  was  not  more  than  met 
by  the  imposition  of  the  stomp  duties  ?  He 
would  give  a  practical  case.  He  had  re- 
cently bought  a  amall  piece  of  land,  which 
lay  in  the  middlo  of  one  of  his  farms;  and 
the  stamp  duties  and  cost  of  conveyance 
amounted  tu  five  years'  rent  of  the  land. 
Look  at  the  cost  of  the  transfer  of  estates 
in  all  parts  of  the  Empire.  Look  at  Ire- 
land. He  believed  the  best  measure  for 
the  improvement  of  that  country  would  bo 
to  facilitate  the  abolition  of  long  entails,  and 
to  encourage  persons  to  purchase  small 
pieces  of  land,  which  they  might  call  their 
own.  That  would  be  real  fixity  of  tenure; 
and  the  House  would  sec  that  it  would  give 
rise  to  a  happy  and  eontcnt«d  population. 
Don't  let  it  be  supposed  that  there  was  no 
capital  in  the  country  for  such  a  purpose. 
It  was  well  known  that  a  great  portion  of 
the  capital  raised  for  tho  railways  in  Ire- 
land, was  furnished  by  the  people  of  that 
country ;  and  he  was  sure  they  would  eagerly 
employ  it  in  the  purchase  of  small  portions  of 
land,  if  it  were  not  for  the  great  expenses  of 
tho  stamp  duties  and  costs  of  conveyance. 
He  begged  pardon  for  alluding  to  this  sub- 
ject, but  he  felt  that  this  was  in  a  great 
measure  an  Iri.ih  debate.  It  had  arisen  oou- 
fesBodly  out  of  the  scarcity  of  Irisli  pota- 
toes. All  the  other  arguments  he  had 
heard  in  support  of  it — his  right  hon. 
Friends  on  the  Treasury  bench  would  for- 
give him  for  saying  so — he  thought  not 
worth  a  farthing.  That  failure  in  the 
potato  crop,  though  a  temporary  evil,  was 
likely  to  bo  more  lasting,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  than  some  hon.  Gentlemen  seemed  to 
think.  He  had  tried  some  experiments,  of 
which,  he  regretted  to  say,  he  could  not 
give  a  favourable  account;  nnd  he  certainly 
entertained  some  fears  for  the  future  crop 
of  potatoes.  But  he  did  not  think  Provi- 
dence ever  visited  a  land  with  chastise- 
ment, without,  at  the  same  time,  giving 
some  compensation;  and  he  trusted  that 
the  effect  of  the  present  calamity  would  be 
to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  to  give  them  a  taste  for  an  im- 
proved description  of  food,  and  to  give 
them  that  true  hidcpendcnce  which  arose 
from  adequate  wages.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  ascertain  what  were  the  effects 
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of  these  free-twde  meunres  on  foreign 
countries;  and  it  did  not  appear  to  lum 
that  there  was  anj  countrj  which  wa< 
Ukel;  to  meet  ns  in  the  Bpirit  of  recipro- 
citj.  In  France,  ho  nnderstood  that  they 
were  in  all  quarters  rejoicing  at  the  relaxa- 
tion of  our  duties,  and  preparing  to  take 
■dvantage  of  it  by  a  large  importation  of 
thoBo  artjetes  of  taatc  in  which  tho  French 
ue  80  skilful,  and  that  they  had  already 
raised  the  price  of  their  brandy;  but  he 
did  not  hear  that  any  preparations  were 
making  to  admit  into  that  country  Brit- 
ish iron  or  British  linens.  Thev  were 
Gomptaiuing,  indeed,  that  we  had  not  ci- 
tended  our  relaxations  in  favour  of  their 
wines;  and,  perhaps,  when  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  relaxed  his  duties  on  French  wines, 
they  might  bo  more  disposed  to  go  into 
meuures  of  tree  trade.  If  he  turned  to 
the  countries  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic, 
he  did  not  see  there  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  follow  our  example.  On  the 
contrary,  he  found  that  Denmark,  Ilam- 
bnrgh,  and  the  States  of  Northern  Ger- 
many, were  preparing  to  join  in  that 
powerful  association,  the  ZoUverein.  Then 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  told  them 
that  Prussia  was  shaking.  If  she  was, 
it  was  not  from  anything  that  England 
had  done.  She  might,  perhaps,  he  shak- 
ing in  consequence  of  ner  participation 
in  tho  greatest  act  of  spoliatioa  which 
history  recorded;  but  it  was  not  by  the 
example  of  EnElsnd.  Then,  if  he  east 
his  eyes  across  the  Atlantic,  he  found  there 
a  proposition  made,  but  with  very  little 
show  of  being  carried,  that  the  American 
tariff,  which  was  at  present  40  per  cent  on 
the  Taluc  of  imported  goods,  should  be  re- 
duced one  half.  Even  supposing  that  mea- 
sure were  carried,  would  that  bo  free 
trade  ?  Why,  the  British  agriculturists 
did  not  ask  more  than  a  prot«clion  of  20 
per  cent,  and  then  they  would  be  able  to 
meet  foreign  countries,  fair  and  square,  on 
the  ground  of  mutual  reciprocity.  But  it 
was  of  more  consequence  to  consider  what 
the  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  upon 
the  great  and  noble  proTince  of  Canada. 
He  had  opposed  the  Canada  Com  Bill,  be- 
cause it  Old  not  apply  to  the  Colonies  alike; 
it  gave  to  Canada  what  it  withheld  from 
Australia,  what  it  denied  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  did  not  give  even  to  Brit- 
ish India.  He  admitted  that  tho  appre- 
hensions entertained  of  tho  measure  in  this 
country  were  groundless.  The  quantity 
imported  hod  hitherto  been  very  small;  hut 
the  Canadians  had  been  making  great  pre- 


parations, hy  the  construction  of  canala 
'  and  railways,  and  the  erection  of  mills,  to 
send  a  larger  supply  in  future.  Now,  the 
whole  of  that  flour  would  inevitably  he 
directed  to  another  channel;  and  be  be- 
lieved the  Canadian  com  would  find  its 
way  into  the  market  of  New  York.  As 
regarded  himself  he  confessed  that  when 
he  beard  the  landed  gentlemen  stigma- 
tized by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  as 
monopohsts  and  plunderers,  be  would  ra- 
ther abandon  protection  altogether,  than 
submit  to  be  the  subject  of  such  misre- 
presentations. But  ho  stood  there  the 
representative  of  a  large  agricultural  con- 
stituency ;  and  he  hod  shown  that  that 
constitooncy  had  performed  their  part  to- 
wards the  nation  with  all  integrity  and 
,  with  good  effect;  and  though  it  had  been 
said  that  that  district  hod  not  treated  the 
poor  with  the  kindness  and  consideration 
expected  from  its  inhabitants,  he  begged 
to  deny  the  truth  of  the  charge,  and  to 
contend  that  the  labouring  classes  of  Lin- 
colnshire  were  as  well  off  as  were  the  some 
classes  in  any  other  district  of  England. 
It  had  also  been  stated  that  the  wages  of 
the  county  were  low.  He  could  deny  that 
abo  by  the  best  of  all  experience — the  ex- 
perience of  his  own  practice;  and  he  would 
voDch  for  the  truth  of  what  he  stated  on 
this  point  when  he  declared  that  the  ave- 
rage of  agricultural  wages  was  from  9«.  to 
15*.  per  week.  Skilled  labonrers,  indeed, 
obtained  more  than  the  highest;  sum.  If 
the  measure  now  before  the  House  became 
the  law  of  the  land,  landholders  must  of 
necessity  reduce  expenses,  and  wages  must 
be  reduced.  It  was  Saturday  night  that 
took  away  the  money  of  the  farmers.  A 
large  portion  of  the  land  also  now  growing 
com  would  be  thrown  back  to  pasture.  He 
had  a  pamphlet  put  into  his  hands  a  few 
days  since,  he  should  wish  to  quote  to  tho 
House;  and  he  would  do  so  did  he  not  know 
that  no  official  returns  of  prices  existed  in 
the  period  to  which  the  publication  alluded. 
In  the  dars  of  Henry  VII.  and  Henry 
VIII.,  so  <ufferent  were  the  laws  affecting 
com,  in  comparison  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  that  euactmcnta  were  made  compel- 
ling persons  to  cultivate  com.  But  anotner 
opinion  he  held  was  this — that  the  prices  of 
com  would  bo  high  under  a  system  of  free 
trade;  and  for  Ais  reason,  that  the  measure 
discouraged  the  growth  of  com.  A  scaroity 
would  therefore  ensue,  and  if  bad  seaaons 
followed  abroad,  more  than  a  scareity. 
The  bonding  system  was  an  admirable  pro- 
virioQ  against   a  period  of  dearth;    bat 
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tbi  ner  law  <]uito  discouraged  it. 
ma  the  policj  of  the  RomanB  to  keep  & 
t^plj  of  com  for  the  people;  &Dd  if  the 
EooM  required  An  earlier  eiample,  thej 
would  find  that  stores  of  corn  were  found 
ii  Egypt  when  famine  prevailed  in  Judea. 
The  new  law,  however,  would  deinolieh  the 
ntire  lyBtem  of  bond,  which  had  been 
feand  10  found  BO  beneflci^,  and  at  the 
preaent  time  furnished  a  larger  store  of  food 
lliu  was  poMeased  by  any  other  countiy  in 
Eorope.  It  had  been  laid  that  merchants 
woDU  BtiQ  flupplj  the  land  with  all  the 
giun  required;  but  that  could  not  happen, 
becanae  proteotion  for  trade  would  be  taken 
irom  him.  He  begged  to  apologise  for  the 
length  to  Which  hie  observations  had  ex- 
(ended;  and  with  the  remarks  he  had  al- 
ready made  he  would  conclude  his  obserra- 

SiK  J.  HANMEH  agreed  with  the  right 
W.  Member  for  the  county  of  Perth,  who 
tpoke  last  night,  that  it  was  desirable  for 
Mme  and  justifiable  for  others  who  sup- 
ported tlis  measure,  and  were  wholly  de- 
pendent upon  the  land,  to  rise  and  state 
their  reasons ;  lest  it  should  bo  thought 
unply  an  emanation  of  that  "  enormous 
money  confederacy"  of  which  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Cambridgeshire 
liad  spoken  rather  bitterly,  in  a  speech 
the  ability  of  which  he  readily  admitted, 
bnt  which  seemed  to  him  to  refer  to  matters 
eapttbic  of  affording  a  very  different  illus- 
tration of  the  case.  That  hon.  Gentle- 
man invoked  justice  to  aid  him  in  sup- 
port of  what  he  believed  to  be  protection, 
whieh  yet  he  did  not  regard  as  equal 
in  endnraace  to  justice  ;  Ktr  he  contem- 
plated the  possibility  of  this  com  law  being 
repealed — that  was  rendered  unnecessary 
by  time.  And  therefore  his  hon.  Friend 
t^ened  all  the  question  of  whether  this 
was  not  the  time  at  which  it  should  be  re- 
pealed by  Pai4iamcnt,  looking  at  the  con- 
dition of  agriculture,  which  it  might  be 
was  able  now,  in  its  own  interests  best 
imderBtood,  to  dispense  with  the  existing 
system  of  what  was  called  protection.  It 
had  dispensed  with  many  previous  systems; 
and  when  his  hon.  Friend  said  there  was  a 
tract  in  Cambridgeshire  which,  at  a  vast  ez- 
pense,  with  great  industry  and  labour,  had 
Men  reclaimed  from  a  state  of  waste,  on 
the  &ith  and  security  of  protection,  within 
tbaae  sixty  years,  one  was  induced  to  ask 
whieh  protection  it  was  on  which  reliance 
wuM  placed  J  Surely  it  must  bo  some- 
tUnr  MKiad  and  practical  by  which  the 
naruM  of  Ounhridgeiliire  were  reclaimed. 
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If  it  was  protection  that  hod  done  this, 
why,  then,  no  doubt  protection  was  an  ap- 
preciable thing,  and  not  what  some  consi- 
dered it,  a  delusion  and  a  superstition. 
But  if  though  it  should  be  a  superstition, 
it  might  have  been  of  some  avail  by  in- 
ducing those  who  believed  in  it  to  under- 
take operations  which,  when  they  were 
once  engaged  in,  their  own  energy  carried 
them  through;  then  the  mind  of  his  hon. 
Friend  was  too  direct  and  manly  not  to  be 
ready  to  inquire  into  this,  and  to  prefer  tho 
real  and  effective  power,  whichever  it  might 
turn  out  to  be.  Now,  ho  knew  not  when 
these  operations  were  commenced,  or  when 
they  were  completed,  or  by  whom  they 
were  carried  on,  but  ho  took  the  time  as- 
signed to  him  by  his  hon.  Friend;  and  it 
was  a  very  moderate  portion  of  the  years 
since  the  Revolution,  to  which  Gcntiemen 
so  often  appealed.  He  took  the  lost  sixty 
years,  and  he  marvelled  which  com  law  it 
was  during  that  period  that  had  afforded 
the  appreciable  protection  on  which  the 
conversion  of  all  these  marshes  was  made 
to  depend.  But  he  would  aay  in  posung, 
that  if  the  memory  of  the  great  works  of  a 
similar  nature  executed  in  former  times 
had  any  effect  upon  these  undertakings,  if 
it  was  the  fame  of  the  Bedford  Level  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn 
had  appealed,  that  induced  these  works  as 
a  continuation,  then  that  Uie  Bedford  Level 
could  have  possibly  derived  any  support 
from  com  laws,  from  legislative  protection, 
he  thought  might  fairly  be  questioned,  and 
when  questioned  denied.  Whatever  part  of 
the  Bedford  Level  was  begun  or  was  carried 
on  prior  to  1670,  was  carried  on  under  laws 
the  avowed  object  of  which,  written  in 
their  preamble,  was  to  keep  down  the  price 
of  com.  Would  hon.  Gentlemen  like  to 
look  at  those  ancient  laws?  Such  they  would 
find  to  be  their  object;  yet  imder  them, 
and  in  spite  of  them — for  they  were  as  ab- 
surd, and  restrictive,  and  injurious  as  any 
other — the  greatness  of  this  country  grew 
continually,  and  countervailed  them,  though 
grievous  famines  happened,  marking  the 
futility  of  legislative  interference  with 
trade.  Whatever  part  of  these  me- 
morable works  was  completed  subsequent- 
ly to  tliat  period,  or  to  the  first  year 
of  the  Revcuution,  1689,  was  completed 
under  laws  which,  though  they  were  in- 
tended for  protection,  and  to  raise  the 
Erice,  had,  as  all  these  attempts  always 
ad  had,  a  contrary  result,  for  grain  was 
from  15  to  20  per  cent  cheaper  during  tho 
seventy  years  aAor  1689  than  it  had  been 
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for  fort;  years  before  that  time.  And  well 
it  might,  wlien  all  the  absurdities  of  the 
mercantile  system  were  iu  vogue;  and  when 
they  had  a  Resolntion,  still,  he  believed,  to 
be  found  on  tbc  Journals  of  that  House, 
affixing  the  name  of  "  nuisaace"  to  a  fo- 
reign trade.  In  the  course  of  the  last 
winter  ho  desired  to  inform  himself  con- 
cerning the  Bedford  Level,  and  he  procured 
many  of  the  works  which  bad  been  written 
on  that  subject,  and  read  them  all.  He 
read  of  the  noble  character,  the  patriotic 
exertions,  the  engineering  skill,  the  indo- 
initftblo  perseverance  of  the  men  who,  in 
TarieuB  capacities,  were  concerned  in  it. 
Ho  read  of  their  motives,  which  were  an- 
swerable to  tbeir  characters;  but  among 
them  the  idea  of  agricultural  protection, 
by  a  com  law,  as  a  main  inducement  or 
encouragement  to  drain  tbe  fens,  was  what 
he  did  not  find;  nor,  to  say  the  truth,  did 
he  expect  it;  and  unless  it  was  the  restora- 
tion of  the  coinage,  which  was  brought 
about  at  the  Revolution,  he  did  not  re- 
member any  essential  protection,  beyond 
their  own  eiertiona,  which  they  could  have 
received.  But  as  to  these  modem  works, 
which  he  wanted  to  come  to,  eixty  years 
ago  they  had  an  import  duty  of  6ii.  upon  a 
market  price  of  48*.  Well,  that  was  very 
nearly  a  free  trade — very  little  cncourage- 
m6nt  in  the  way  of  foreign  duties  was  to 
be  found  there.  But  great  encouragement 
to  enclosures,  to  improvements  of  wastes, 
was  found  somehow,  for  the  number  of 
acres  enclosed  up  to  tbe  time  of  the  Bank 
Restriction  Act,  in  tlie  reign  of  George  III., 
was  2,800.000  and  more.  Then  came  the 
Bank  Restriction  Act;  and  if  that  Act  and 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  long  re- 
volutionary war — which  must  be  taken 
completely  to  overbear  the  Com  Laws,  and 
to  make  tbc  changes  in  them  that  occurred 
up  to  the  peace  of  1815  hardly  worth  al- 
luding to — were  in  any  way  concerned  ac 
main  reasons  or  instruments  of  tbe  im. 

{iroveraenta  in  Cambridgeshire,  then  at 
east  it  was  not  upon  a  com  law  that  they 
rested  during  that  time.  Perhaps  they 
made  a  more  stringent  corn  law  necessary 
when  war  ceased;  and  that  was  the  opinion 
of  1815.  What  protection  could  Cam- 
bridgeshire improvements  have  derived 
from  the  Com  Law  of  1815  ?  From  peti 
tions  to  that  llouse,  presented  iu  former 
times,  it  seemed  to  have  been  peculiarly 
that  county,  or  on  that  county  with 
much  severity  as  any,  that  the  scourge  of 
that  law  fell;  for  far  was  it  from  a  protec- 
tion.    Did  hon.  Gentlemen  doubt  that  it 


a  scourge  ?  Let  .them  not  take  its 
character  from  him,  but  aa  it  was  given 
without  contradiction  in  1827,  in  that 
House,  by  the  Minister  of  tbe  day.  It  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Canning.  He  would 
rather  refer  them  to  that  speech  than  read 
it;  but  he  would  tell  them  what  was  tbe 
effect  of  the  law,  and  his  authority  was 
Mr.  Canning,  lie  believed  there  was 
plausibility  in  tbe  political  arithmetic  of 
that  law;  and  the  pivot  price  which  it 
contwned  was  fised  rather  below  the 
average  price  of  the  preceding  twelve 
years.  Tbe  effect  of  that  taw  was  infi- 
nitely worse  than  that  which  they  were 
going  to  repeal,  of  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  bod  said,  that  "the  sliding-scale  would 
neither  slide  nor  move,  and  that  that  wae  its 
condemnation ; "  for  in  the  case  of  I8I5 
tbe  sliding-scale  did  move,  but  it  moved  all 
tbe  wrong  way.  That  was  at  a  time  of 
scarcity  at  home ;  it  made  the  ports  closed, 
as  if  it  bad  been  a  foreign  enemy  blockad- 
ing them  on  their  shores.  At  a  time  of 
plenty,  when  it  should  have  averted  fo- 
reign auppUes,  according  to  its  theory,  it 
poured  them  in.  In  the  one  case  it  was 
the  fraction  of  5d.  in  tbe  averages,  of  2d. 
in  tbe  other,  that  did  this  ;  and  tbe  fluc- 
tuation of  prices,  and  tbo  ruin  of  the  land, 
and  the  misery  which  this  protective  mea- 
sure caused,  wore  such  as  had  not  been 
known  before.  And  what  did  the  Agri- 
cultural Committee,  which  sat  afterwards, 
recommend  ?  Was  it  increased  protection  ? 
an  aggravation  of  political  arithmetic  ? 
He  spoke  not  from  recent  reference,  but 
he  bad  a  strong  impression  that  they  re- 
commended them  to  construct  a  Com  Law, 
so  that  it  should  interfere  as  little  as  pos- 
sible with  the  course  of  trade.  In  1821-22 
that  did  not  appear  to  be  wisdom  which 
had  been  held  wisdom  by  not  inconsiderable 
men,  and  by  responsible  Ministers,  in  1815. 
At  that  time  there  was  again  a  change  iu 
tbo  Corn  Law;  but  the  scale  was  so  con- 
structed that  it  never  came  into  opcra^on, 
and  that  law,  therefore,  did  not  remedy 
any  evil;  it  did  not  in  itself  effect  any  evil; 
it  was  simply^  another  instance  of  protec- 
tion professed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but 
in  any  practical  sense  worthless  altogether. 
Well,  tlien,  to  come  to  what  ho  might  call 
our  Com  Law  ;  that  was,  the  Corn  Law 
under  which  this  generation  bad  lived,  and 
which  thev,  sitting  in  that  Parliament, 
bad  repetued.  He  doubted  very  much 
whether,  under  that  law,  the  improvers  of 
Cambridgeshire  or  any  other  agriculturists 
found  appreciable  protection — found  that 
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was  a  principle  upoa  which  c&lculatioaa 
MuM  be  based,  which  could  make  agricul- 
tml  improTements  aritlimeticallj  secure. 
One  principle  there  was  which  was  de- 
fd(q»ed — a  kind  of  science,  not  famous  for 
its  Kcnritf ,  however — a  science  well  known 
•long  the  eastern  coast;  much  practised, 
at  all  events,  though,  like  other  illicit  sci- 
ences, it  betrayed  its  votaries  sometimes; 
which  was  called  "working  the  averages." 
How  much  com  came  in  at  the  It.  duty? 
How  moch  at  periods  when  it  was  not  re- 
qtured,  bj  dint  of  these  operations  ?  How 
much  was  heaped  up,  of  two  or  three  years' 
growth  at  a  time,  uaprofitably,  in  ware< 
honses,  either  hero  or  along  the  Baltic,  exer- 
cising, like  that  mountain  of  loadstone  that 
they  read  of  in  the  Arabian  Nighti,  a  kind  of 
magnetic  influence  upon  prices,  though  it 
did  not  stir,  and  when  it  did  stir,  coming 
down  like  a  landslip  or  an  avalanche,  con- 
foring  and  overwhelmbg  everything  in  its 
way? 

"  No  lavl  aji  Mt  prices  in  trado  " — [he  repaid 
hi>  l»n.  Friend  (Mr,  E.  T.  Yorke)  for  Sir  Simon 
VEim  with  Sir  Dudley  North]— "no  luwi  gbd 
■et  prieei  in  trade,  the  ratea  of  which  muit  and 
will  make  themtelve* ;  hut  when  luch  Uwa  happen 
to  laj  bold,  it  ii  ao  much  impediment,  and  only 
prejiulicial." 

They  had  heard  of  wheat,  brought  from 
larioas  places.  Imported  at  a  low  rate,  dur- 
ing the  eiistence  of  the  Corn  Law.  Did 
they  think  tbey  could  argue  generally  from 
iwrticnlar  inatances,   or    that    the    rates 

Sokes  of  last  night  and  heretofore  by  tho 
onber  for  Sunderland  would  be  the  rales 
e*ay  to  come  by,  when  these  impediments 
were  removed — when  there  was  no  longer 
a  law  which  rendered  it  uncertun  to  the 
fweign  merchant,  who  bought  from  the 

rducer,  at  what  time  and  after  what  rate 
shonld  be  able  to  sell  again ;  which  in- 
troduced an  extraneous  uncertainty,  and 
added  it  to  that  which  was  incidental  to 
sDch  matters  ?  Why,  tbey  would  be 
laughed  at  from  Dantiic  to  Odessa  who 
came  with  Bnch  expectations  to  buy  com. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  re- 
paid that  anticipation  b j  a  smile;  but  he 
wonld  tell  that  noble  Lord,  acute 
was  stud  to  he  in  matters  of  calculation 
dsewbere,  given  to  calculationa,  as  he  cer- 
tainly was,  in  that  House,  whether  they 
were  acute  or  not,  that  the  merchants  of 
the  Baltic  would  be  a  match  for  hi 
that  tltey  would  tell  him  impediments  to 
trade  did  not  always  tend  to  raise  prices; 
and  that  an  articto  of  commerce  might  be 
worth  a  greater  price,  in  proportic 
drsneee  to  bringing  it  into  the  market  were 
VOL.  LXXXV.    {£«1 
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'ed.  He  rejoiced,  therefore,  as  ft 
landed  proprietor,  that  these  impediments 
were  to  be  removed.  He  thought,  also,  the 
condition  of  the  world  rendered  it  full 
time.  He  believed  it  was  necessary  that 
a  great  example  should  be  shown  of  what 
the  true  policy  of  such  a  country  as  this 
really  was,  whether  at  home  or  abroad; 
and  as  foreign  trade  could  not  be  well  se- 
parated from  home  trade,  and  as  it  acted 
on  our  internal  and  domestic  condition  in 
a  way  which  he  suspected  some  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  talked  about  protection  to 
native  industry  had  little  considered,  it  was 
satisfactory  to  find  the  example  set  by  the 
Government,  andwhich  would  be  warranted 
by  the  Parliament  of  England,  bearing 
sign  of  fruits  even  now.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  paper  in  which  the  revenues  and 
expenditure  of  England  and  France  had 
been  contrasted  by  Baron  Charles  Dupin  ; 
;o  tho  opinion  of  foreigners  had 
been  called  the  voice  of  contemporary  pos- 
terity— at  all  event  it  was  less  disturbed  by 
party  and  personal  topics,  and  by  philip- 
3h  as  one  heard  occasionally  in  that 
but  looked  to  the  msin  current  of 
affairs,  and  took  its  judgment  thence— let 
them  see  whether,  in  the  policy  of  this 
cotmtry,  influenced  as  it  bad  been  for  a 
long  series  of  years  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, governed  as  it  was  by  him  now, 
there  was  any  inconsistency  apparent  to 
Baron  Dupin.  So  far  fi-om  it,  he  saw  but 
one  object  steadily  pursued  from  1815  to 
the  present  day  ;  and  when  he  drew  his 
conclusion  and  his  comparison  with  the 
itrary  systeni  in  his  own  country,  it  waa 
,  in  favour  of  Prance.  The  case  of  the 
Government  was,  that  great  public  emer- 
gency called  on  them  to  proceed.  He  be- 
lieved that  this  was  trae.  On.  the  one 
band,  reason,  experience,  the  concurrent 
of  statesmen,  the  warnings  of  many 
years,  tho  accents  of  1842,  stronger  and 
deeper  than  them  all,  and  which  sounded 
in  tno  ears  of  this  Parliament,  called  upon 
this  Parliament,  rather  than  on  any  other, 
to  take  tho  steps  to  which  they  were  in- 
vited by  the  Government,  before  which 
party  spirit  bowed  its  head,  to  which  they 
were  equally  invited  by  the  right  hou.  Gen-* 
tlcman,  or  with  a  change  of  opinion  every 
wliit  as  great  and  as  amply  acknowledged 
by  the  noble  Lord.  On  the  other  hard, 
what  was  it  that  they  proposed  who  were 
opposed  to  the  present  mcaHiire  ?  What 
was  their  policy  ?  What  did  tbey  deaign 
— a  new  fixed  duty,  a  new  sliding-scale  t 
this  one  they  had  condemned.     Ho  knew 
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.  not  whfttvafl  theit  policy;  butif  he  wanted 
to  Sad  a  comparison  for  those  who  sought 
shelter  and  protection,  as  they  were  pleased 
to  call  it,  under  auspices  of  unstable  Corn 
Lkws,  be  should  say  that  they  were  lilti 
that  jshennan,  of  whom  they  had  bU  read 
in  Milton,  anchoring  his  boat,  in  delusion 
Mid  the  darkness,  to  a  whale. 

VwcoDST  EBRINGTON  said,  be  had 
no  wish  to  imitate  the  spirit  which  animated 
the  debate  of  yesterday,  and  felt  glad  that 
hon.  Members  had  that  night  adopted 
different  tone.  He  would  not  follow  the 
example  of  attacking  the  right  hon. 
ronct  and  his  Colleagues.  IIu  would  leave 
them  to  be  attacked  as  they  might  by 
tiieir  friends,  and  defended  as  they  best 
might  by  themselves.  For  the  purpose, 
however,  of  making  intclhgible  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  and  the  position 
in  which  it  stood,  he  would  refer  to  what 
had  happened  in  November.  [The  noble 
Lord  narrated  at  some  length  the  resig- 
nation of  Sir  R.  Peel,  after  be  had  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  persuade  bis  CoUeagaes  to 
join  him  in  a  gradual  repeal  of  the  Com 
Laws  ;  Lord  John  Russell's  attempt  tc 
form  a  Ministry!  and  Sir  R.  Peel's,  re- 
sumption of  office.]  He  would  consider 
the  Bill  before  the  House,  first,  as  a  si 
parate  measure  ;  second,  as  a  part  of 
comprehensive  adjustment.  He  regretted 
that  Qovemmont  had  combined  the  repeal 
of  the  Com  Laws  with  the  continuation  of 
the  slidiDg-s«ale  for  three  years.  To  that 
Bcale  he  bad  ever  been  opposed.  The  first 
speech  be  had  made  in  the  House,  had 
been  in  opposition  to  the  principle  of 
that  scale.  Against  the  evils  of  that  scale, 
his  noble  Friend  the  Member  for  London 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  had  in  July.  1842.  pro- 

5 helically  warned  the  House,  and  pre- 
icted  the  evils  which  would  infallibly  re- 
sult from  its  introduction.  The  noble 
Lord  warned  the  House,  in  1842,  against 
the  adoption  of  the  Government  measure 
then  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  the  QoTemment  (Sir  R.  Peel), 
and  had  on  that  occasion  observed,  that 
whatever  way  the  averages  were  taken, 
that  still  there  would  be  found  a  defect, 
because  they  did  not  take  into  considera- 
tion the  quality  of  the  com.  For  instance, 
in  1841,  a  considerable  quantity  of  the 
eom  crop  had  been  damaged;  and  in  con- 
teqncnco  of  this  a  great  diminution  had 
taken  place  in  the  averages  which  regu- 
late the  duly.  But  had  the  public  de- 
rived the  advantage  consequent  upon  this 
apparent  reduction  of  price  i  No,  the  eon- 
snmer  obtained  no  benefit  whaterer,  for  bo 


bad  to  pay  as  much  for  his  bread  as  if  no 
such  reduction  in  price  had  taken  place. 
The  noble  Lord  had  further  exposed  the 
fallacy  of  the  system  by  staling — 

'■  In  January,  18*1,  the  avprnge  prito  wai 
tit.  M. :  in  1B43.  it  was  6U.  2d. :  but  did  Ihe 
people  obtain  their  bread  at  the  aamo  price  i  Far 
tVom  it.  Tlio  prii-o  of  the  be>t  tawn-ni.ide  Bour 
vaa  SSi.  per  sack  in  1811,  whitp  in  1843  it  was 
OU..  tiius  mahing  a  diBbrcuce  n(  Si.  piT  ucii  in 
the  door  of  which  bread  wkn  to  be  made,  while  the 
avengm  did  not  vary  one  jot." 

This  clearly  proved  that  the  price  of  bread 
could  not  be  accurately  ascertaine<l  by  re- 
ference to  the  averages  of  com.  He  could 
not  but  rejoice  to  find  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Hull  (Sir  J.  Hanmer)  had  now 
taken  this  view,  and  was  prepared  to  ad- 
mit the  evils  of  the  sliding-Bcale.  Ho 
trusted  that  hon.  Member  would  use  bis 
influence  with  the  Qovcmmeut.  and  im- 
press upon  them  the  necessity  of  repcahng 
this  last  vestige  of  a  system  which  in- 
creased so  much  the  uncertainty  of  trade, 
and  though  frequently  confounded  with  pro- 
tection, bad  in  reality  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
But  there  were  other  reasons  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  continue  a  modified 
sliiling-scale ;  and  one  of  those  was,  that 
by  BO  doing  they  were  conceding  in  sub- 
stance that  great  object  sought  by  a 
powerful  confederation,  while  tlicy  at  the 
same  time  failed  in  putting  a  stop  to  tikc 
agitation  which  that  confederation  was 
formed  to  carry  on.  The  Govemment  by 
the  present  proposition  was  about  to  con- 
cede what  the  A nti- Corn-Law  League  re- 
quired; but  at  the  sumo  time  left  enough 
of  protoctiou  to  justify  a  continuance  of 
the  agitation.  For  his  part,  he  thought  it 
would  be  well  at  once  to  put  a  stop  to  k 
remedy,  in  bis  opinion  only  less  dangerous 
than  the  evil  it  was  intended  to  cure.  Rut 
there  was  yet  another  stronger  reason  why 
the  Govemment  should  at  once  abolish  the 
laws  respecting  the  importation  of  corn 
from  foreign  countries.  The  unprecedented 
scarcity  of  food,  owing  to  the  extensive 
failure  in  the  potato  crop  had  stripped 
the  foreign  warehouses  of  their  accu- 
mulations ;  so  that  the  British  farmer 
would  continue  to  be  protected,  not,  it  was 
true,  by  prohibitory  laws,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  extraordinary  peculiarity  of 
the  times.  Ue  was  far  from  sharing  in  the 
opioionoftbc  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
Peel),  that  because  there  would  be  a  great 
increase  in  the  cultivation  of  foreign  com, 
and  consequentlyanincreased  production,  at 
the  expiration  of  three  years  the  prices  on 
the  Continent  would  be  higher.  He,  on  the 
contrary,  thought  that  prices,  so  far  from 
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ho  would  say,  that  though  boiuo  of  thv 
Bills  brought  into  Parliament  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
miaaioners  were  to  a  certain  cxt«ut  pro- 
ductive of  utility,  that  the  efforts  of  toIuD' 
teer  IcgislatorH  had  coofused  atill  more  tha 
expensive  aud  complicated  laws  relutiag  to 
the  transfer  mortgage  of  real  property.  One 
very  remarkable  proof  might  bo  given  of  the 
positive  defect  in  the  law  of  real  property 
with  respect  to  the  value  of  land.  In  Kng- 
land,  where  all  our  prejudices  and  fecUnga 
were  enlisted  in  favour  of  the  possession  of 
land,  land  sold  at  fewer  yoara'  purchase 
than  in  any  otjier  country.  In  Franco, 
Belgium,  Holland,  Switzerland,  and  in 
parts  of  Gc-rmony  and  Italy,  laud  sold 
from  thirty  to  thirty-five,  and  sometimes  as 
high  as  forty-live  years'  purchase  ;  but  in 
England  it  averaged  from  twenty-seven  to 
thirty,  and  in  Ireland  it  was  rather  less. 
The  consequence  of  thi^  system,  combined 
with  the  enormous  cost  of  transfer,  had  tha 
effect  of  rendering  small  estates  almost  un- 
saleable, the  charge  for  transferring  bear- 
ing no  proportion  to  tl)o  value  of  the  estate 
transfcrrcil.  He  did  not  so  much  object  to 
the  cost  of  stamps,  but  he  objected  to  (ho 
cost  incidental  to  showing  a  title  and  mak- 
Irospectivc  bistury  iuto  an  estate, 
at  a  charge  quite  irrespective  of  the  mag- 
itude  of  the  estate,  or  of  the  frequency  of 
the  transaction.  Those  charges  constituted, 
in  his  opinion,  an  enormous  burden  od 
land.  In  the  Report  of  the  Real  Property 
isnioners,  several  startling  statements 
had  been  made  upon  the  subject.  There 
was  one  case  in  which  the  cost  of  making 
out  the  title  would  have  been  greater  than 
the  price;  and  the  vendor  having  .signed  » 
contract  was  glad  to  let  the  purchaser 
have  the  land  for  nothing,  in  prefer- 
ence to  making  out  a  title,  and  receiving 
the  purchose-raoucy.  There  was  also 
a  case  where  tliu  vendor  of  some  land  in 
Somersetshire  paid  4,000{.  purcliase  ma- 
and  l,niKl(.  in  law  eipenses.  Id  ad- 
dition to  those  cases,  a  conveyancer  had 
1  him  that  it  was  a  matter  of  no  uncom- 
n  occutrence  to  charge  ten  or  twelve 
■  eeiit  expenses  on  the  sum  realised  by 
talc.  There  was  one  remarkable  fact 
itftined  in  an  anecdote,  bo  pertinent  tn 
the  present  question,  that  he  could  notomit 
mentioning  it.  An  eminetit  lawyer  hsving 
sent  a  title  to  n  conveyancer,  called  upon 
to  hear  his  opinioii,  when  the  convey- 
r  poiiitcd  out  to  him  many  defects  in 
the  title,  which  appeared  at  first  conclusive, 
against  its  validity;  upon  which  the  lawyer 


rishig,  would,  in  accordance  with  the  usual 
laws  which  regulate  supply  and  demand, 
diminish  at  the  end  of  three  years ;  and 
the  fanner,  decidedly,  at  the  expiratii 
of  that  time,  would  bo  subject  to  son 
■teumulationB  of  com  kept  back  till  the 
duty  entirely  ceased.  He  felt  that  an 
apology  was  due  to  the  House  for  de- 
taining them  at  any  length,  especially 
after  the  very  long  discusuons  that  had 
■Ircady  taken  place:  but,  as  they  had  been 
informed  by  Her  Majesty's  MinistOFs  that 
the  measures  they  hod  proposed  for  the 
adoption  of  the  House  were  to  be  consi- 
dered not  only  as  a  settlement  of  the  long- 
disputed  com  question,  but  as  a  general 
scheme  of  commercial  adjustment,  he  hoped 
he  might  be  permitted  to  cousitlcr  it  in 
that  light  for  a  few  moments.  Ho  would 
not  discoss  what  had  been  usually  con- 
sidered tha  burdens  on  land;  for  the  hon. 
Uember  for  Lincolnshire,  in  two  consecu- 
tive sentences,  had  stated  with  respect  to 
tithes,  that  an  injury  would  be  inflicted 
on  the  landlord  by  the  permanent  tithe  rent 
diatge,  and  a  cruel  loss  in  the  rent  charge 
would  be  sustained  by  the  tithe  receiver 
from  a  reduction  in  his  tithe  under 
this  Bill.  Neither  would  he  dwell  upon 
highway  rates,  tlie  malt  tax,  or  other 
charges,  which  were  to  be  alleviated  by 
other  means  rather  than  by  a  fancied  shift- 
ing of  burdens  from  ouo  class  to  anotlier. 
Bat  there  was  another  burden  upon  land, 
which  had  not  been  referred  to  in  (his  de- 
bate, and  which,  while  it  yielded  little  to 
the  revenne,  pressed  grievously  upon  the 
small  landed  proprietors,  and  heavily, 
tlioDgh  not  in  the  same  proportion,  upon 
the  large :  he  alluded  to  the  laws  of  real 
property,  and  the  expense  of  transferring  or 
mortgaging  land.  The  consequctice  of  this 
system  was,  that  small  properties  could  with 
great  difSculty  be  sold,  and  it  lessened  the 
vsIdc  in  the  market  of  large  ones.  He  denied 
that  the  Government  measures  now  sought 
(0  be  introduced,  could  be  called  a  com- 
prehensive adjoBtment,  while  this  monster 
grievance  affecting  landed  pro]>orty  re- 
mabed  untouched.  Free  trade  in  land, 
since  it  did  not  precede,  ought  ot  least  to 
be  cdncident  with  free  trade  in  com  ; 
he  asked  it  as  a  right,  he  did  not 
beg  it  as  a  favour  to  be  allowed  to  sell 
land  in  the  dearest,  and  buy  it  in  the  cheap- 
est market.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
NBce  Hie  able  Report  of  the  Real  Property 
CoannisBioners,  much  had  not  been  done 
towatda  redressing  the  grievance,  or  that 
•one  relief  had  not  been  afforded;  hut  this 
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rcmarlced,  "  Then  you  adrUe  mo  to  give 
up  the  purchase. "  "  I  beg  your  par- 
don, "replied  the  coaveyant-er;  "  I  thought 
you  were  For  other  parties:  buy  it  by  all 
meaDs;  the  title  is  as  good  a  one  as  you 
can  get."  Now,  he  would  ask,  did  not  a 
system  such  as  that  emincDtly  require  reTor- 
matioQ,  and  ought  not  some  other  principle 
to  he  adopted  which  would  consult  the  in- 
terests of  both  parties,  by  affording  facili- 
ties of  transfer  to  the  vendor  and  to  the  pur- 
chaser ?  As  a  question  of  political  economy 
it  needed  no  discuBsion.  Sut  in  a  social  point 
of  view, there  were  also  manyevils  consequent 
upon  the  law  of  real  property.  The  state 
of  the  law  as  it  at  present  existed,  precluded 
the  pOBsibihty  of  a  poor  man  ever  hoping 
to  become  a  landed  proprietor,  because  the 
enormous  expense  of  transfer  would  deter 
him  from  investing  his  savings  in  the  pur- 
chase of  land.  Who  could  doubt  but  that 
a  cottage  and  garden  would  be  the  most  at- 
tractive savings'  bank  the  poor  man  could 
possibly  invest  his  money  in  !  or  who  could 
doubt  but  that  thelandlord's  ability  to  sell  a 
portion  of  his  estate,  without  a  heavy  cost  in- 
curred in  transferring  it,  would  faciUtate  the 
Acquisition  of  such  property  ?  The  state  of 
the  law  led  also  to  the  absorption  of  the 
smaller  proprietors.  If  lion.  U embers 
would  read  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Lords'  Committee  on  Drainage,  they  would 
perceive  how  such  a  tax  pressed  upon  those 
who  expended  capital  in  improring  property. 
One  gentleman  stated  that  he  had  under- 
taken improvements  which  would  cost  him 
7,0001.,  and  that  the  legal  expenses  con- 
nected with  raising  tho  money  were  7001., 
or  ten  per  cent  on  the  capital.  Such  a 
want  of  facility  of  raising  money  led  to  bad 
cultivation  and  increased  pauperism.  Uo 
believed  the  community  owed  a  deep  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  Anti-Com-Law  League 
for  the  efforts  it  was  making  to  put  small 
estates  within  the  reach  of  the  industrial 
classes.  In  England  the  general  feeling  of 
the  people  had  not  been  one  of  hatred  or 
enmity  towards  the  owners  of  the  soil;  but 
this  was  caused  by  the  genera!  diffusion  of 
landed  property.  Thestateof  the  law,  how- 
ever, was  diminishing  the  number  of  small 
EroperticB ;  the  poor  could  not  become 
indcd  proprietors,  because  of  the  expense 
of  transfer,  except  in  the  case  of  copyhold. 
The  consequence  of  the  continuance  of  such 
a  state  of  things  might  he  seen  in  Ireland, 
where  there  were  but  two  classes  of  occu- 
piers of  land — barons  and  serfs,  with  no 
yeomanry  or  middle  class  to  connect  them. 
Jn  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  they  had  the 
•ame  state  of  (Jungs :  rast  trwrts  of  Uod 


held  by  one  proprietor ;  the  same  want  of 
employmeut  for  the  population ;  and  the 
some  want  of  a  middle  class  of  landowners. 
Till  lately  they  had  no  political  and  rehgi- 
ous  differences  there  ;  but  how  long  would 
it  he  before  the  Free  Church  might  become 
an  element  of  discord  iu  that  country  as 
great  as  ever  had  been  experienced  in  Ire- 
land ?  He  regretted  to  say  that  the  con- 
duct of  too  many  of  the  Scotch  landlorda 
had  been  such  as  to  lead  the  people  to  view 
them  with  feelings  somewhat  analogous  to 
those  with  which  landlords  were  regarded 
in  Ireland.  And  was  the  case  different  in 
Wales,  where  there  existed  so  much  dis- 
content? It  was  all  very  well  to  talk  of 
the  new  Poor  Law  and  the  bastiles,  as  they 
were  called,  as  being  the  cause  of  that 
discontent,  and  of  a  state  of  things  similar 
to  what  existed  in  Ireland.  The  evil  was 
produced  by  the  very  samo  cause  that 
created  it  in  Ireland ;  hut,  being  on  a 
smaller  scale,  the  effects  were  on  a  smaller 
scale  too.  He  contended  that  while  this 
monster  grievance  remained  iu  the  land, 
no  one  was  entitled  to  regard  the  Minis- 
terial scheme  as  one  worthy  tho  name  of  a 
comprehensive  adjustment.  Mr.  Wilson, 
describing  the  difference  between  the  two 
kinds  of  property  in  his  valuable  pamphlet, 
quotes  Mr.  Uargreavcs'  aathority  for  saying 
that  real  and  personal  property  can  be  dealt 
with  (substantially)  in  the  same  manner, 
sold,  mortgaged,  settled,  disposed  of  by 
will ;  and  goes  on  to  say  that  what  tlie 
register  at  the  Bank  of  England  declares 
as  a  fact,  the  abstract  of  the  title  affords 
the  means  of  ascertaining  through  the  ordeal 
of  alaboriousinvestigatiou.  The  purchaser 
accepts  the  stock  because  it  is  standing  in 
the  vendor's  name ;  the  laud,  because  it 
ought  to  be  so  standing.  The  law  has 
provided  machinery  for  posting  up  to  the 
day  the  title  to  the  stock,  and  telling  the 
standing  purchaser  how  the  account  actu- 
ally stands;  whereas,  the  title  to  land  is 
left  sixty  years  in  arrears,  and  requires  an 
occouutant  to  post  it  up.  If  ne  were 
called  upon  to  suggest  a  measure  for  set- 
tling this  matter,  it  would  be  one  in  accor- 
dance with  the  opinions  of  a  gentleman  who 
stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  had 
considered  this  hubjeet  —  he  meant  Mr. 
tjenior.  Ho  would  appoint  real  property 
comniissionera  to  go  into  the  whole  subject, 
recommending  that  they  should  take  steps 
to  assimilate  tho  condition  of  England  with 
respect  to  the  facility  of  dealing  with  landed 
property  to  the  state  of  matters  on  the 
Continent,  where  it  was  transferred  from 
huid  to  hand  as  easily  as  the  three  per 
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cent  Consols  in  this  countrj-;  ho  that  by 
degrees  oil  claaac!i  would  come  to  have  an 
'mterest  in  the  welfiirc  and  safety  of  the 
ownera  of  the  soil. 

Mb.  RASnLEIGII  was  not  accustomed 
to  trespasH  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
House;  but  there  were  some  uccaHiouB  of 
auch  importance,  that  although  a  man 
mi^t  wish  to  consult  his  own  convenience, 
it  behoved  him  to  come  out  boldlj  and  state 
his  opinionB.  Ue  could  not,  after  tiearing 
the  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  R.  Peel)  ait  still,  or  refrain  from  cx- 
preasing  the  alann  with  which  ho  viewed 
the  precedent  about  to  be  established  with 
respect  to  the  commercial  policy  of  the 
country.  lie  would  like  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  whether  ho  wns  prepared  to 
concede  to  the  nnconstitutiotial  uemaiidg 
nude  upon  him  by  the  Anti-Coni-Law 
Leaguers,  for  there  were  ether  persons  of 
that  pervuaaion,  besides  the  hen.  Gentle- 
men oppoaite.  The  mcaBures  lately  pro- 
posed by  the  Government,  and  now  sought 
to  be  made  the  law  of  the  land,  would,  in 
his  opinion,  so  far  from  causing  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  question,  prove  a  bonus  to  fur- 
ther agitation.  The  right  hon.  Uaronet 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 
might  smile;  but  he  had  no  right  to  in- 
dulge in  smiles  upon  so  momentous  a  mat- 
ter «*  the  subject  under  Uiscussion.  Hun. 
Gentlemen  opposite  might  smile;  hut  they 
were  the  promoters  of  the  agitation  to 
which  he  hod  mode  allusion.  But  he  con- 
fessed ho  was  surprised  to  see  tlio  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department,  who  ought  to  put  down  agita- 
tion wherever  he  fooud  it,  smiling  at  sueli 
a  subject  as  the  present.  [Laughter.'\ 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  not  going 
to  silence  him  by  their  laughter,  for  the 
Cftuse  he  was  about  to  advocate  was  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  put  down  by  the 
laughter  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port, or  the  crew  he  saw  behind  him.  The 
fpcechcs  that  hod  been  made  in  times  past 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  First  Lord 
irf  the  Treasury  (Sir  K.  Peel)  were  quite 
iiufficient  to  convict  him  upon  the  present 
occauon.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Korth   Lincolnshire   (Lord   Worsley)  had 

J  noted  extracts  from  two  of  the  right  hon. 
laronet'a  speeches  delivered  in  1842;  hut 
he  held  in  his  hand  an  extract  from  a 
speech  made  in  June  1844,  not  twenty-one 
months  ago,  and  a  portion  of  which  he 
would  read,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House.  It  was  in  answer  to  a  Motion 
made  b^f  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
(Mr.  Villien),  for  a  repeal  of  the 
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Corn  LavFS.  What  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said  upon  that  occasion,  he  (Mr. 
Rashleigli)  would  stand  by,  for  they  wore 
worthy  of  the  great  leader  of  a  party  that 
had  since  been  deserted.  The  right  bun. 
Baronet,  on  the  26th  of  June,  said — 

"  I  know,  according  In  jour  strict  rigid  prinoi- 
pIcB  of  political  economy,  abitractedlj.  if  we  were 
to  target  tliu  condition  and  circunuCances  of  the 
country,  and  the  interCBti  which  have  grown  up 
under  the  long  endurance  of  protection — if  wo 
were  to  »peak  mathciiialicallf  of  these  principle*, 
no  doubt  tlicjr  ■mxj  be  true.  It  may  be  true  that 
a  iHipulation  from  which  protection  ia  withdrawn, 
ought  to  apply  itself  to  other  eniployments  :  but 
in  Iluit  strictly  true  !  If  wo  arc  not  mere  philoso- 
pher*.  anJ  inen  of  Bciencc,  having  to  deni  with  ab- 
Htmct  or  indefinite  quantities,  but  hate  to  consult 
the  convenience,  tlus  comfort,  the  iiuluitwiee.  of 
great  masses  of  human  beings,  orowa  to  dbirrgard 
those  euDTictiunH  which  must  be  prciu>n(ed  for  the 
cunHidvraticiii  of  the  l.(igiBlature  nnd  of  utatesmen. 
Inpenk  not  merely  of  tenants  under  leases,  but  of 
teuanla-at-wtll.  iind  of  the  labourers.  No  doubt, 
as  fiir  an  the  Uw  is  concerned,  there  are  free 
opportunities  for  the  nppliciiCion  of  capital  tn  other 
bmnnlies  of  iiiJuslry  ;  no  doubt  it  in  true,  speak- 
ing literally  and  tochiiirally,  tliac  the  hibouren  in 
Kerry  and  lialway  may  go  anil  seek  fnr  aubMsl- 
enee  in  MnncheKter  and  Coventry.  That  i*  all 
true  enough  in  theory,  but  fiilse  b  practice.  Hour 
can  you  disturb  a  man  who  is  br  advanced  in 
lite,  to  the  age,  perliaps,  of  nearly  half  a  ecntor}', 
whone  Either  luiil  gmndfalhcr  before  him  went 
occupied  in  agriculture,  and  who  knows  nothing 
else  himself?  How  is  be  to  try  this  project  of 
suddenly  removing  himself  from  his  old  occupationa 
anil  locality,  to  now  ones  J  Why,  you  would  de- 
stroy his  cuiifldence  b  the  application  of  his  capi- 
tal to  agriculturo  m  before,  nnd  you  leave  him 
without  other  modes  of  employing  it.  You  may 
rejoice  and  indulge  in  thoso  theories  of  modern 
pbilasopliy  and  political  eronotny;  but  wUon  you 
luive  endangered  and  destroyed  Iho  penco  and 
luippinens  of  n  notion,  you  will  have  but  a  sorry 
return  for  your  pains.  Looking  tlien  at  the  long 
endurance  of  the  protection,  at  thn  amount  of 
capital  involved  b  agricutture,  and  the  position 
of  (he  population  dependent  upon  agriculture,  and 
at  the  intcrestA,  not  men^ly  of  the  landlords  and 
tenants,  hut  tlie  comprehensive  interests  of  all 
clasBC*  of  the  community,  1  must  give  my  solemn 
and  unqualified  np|NMition  to  the  proposal  Ibr  tbo 
immedbito  removal  of  the  present  protection  tu 
agriculture.  But  I  will  not  slu-ink  from  the  other 
question.  Am  I  prepared  then,  as  I  aiu  opposed 
lo  the  immediate  removal  of  protection,  lo  hnng 
under  the  iromeiliftto  consideration  of  tlio  Houi» 
liny  uiodiHal  pru|Kisition  for  altering  tbc  amount 
of  protection  dct*'rmined  upon  two  years  ago,  and 
carried  into  cSerl  with  the  general  goodwill  and 
concunvnco  of  tlie  agricultural  interest  i!  1  say  at 
once,  I  am  not  holding  language  difiiBrent  from 
tlmt  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  and  myself  bold 
at  an  early  period  of  the  Session.  We  then  said, 
that  we  never  had  it  in  cnnteaiplntJon,  and  now 
n-c  uy  that  we  liavo  it  not  in  contompUlion, 
to   make   any  alteration  whatever  in  the  Com 

This  was  not  said  liy  a  mere  private  indi- 
vidual of  this  House,  but  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the   First  Mjaister  of  ite  Cw-Kft— *». 
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opinion  stated  to  this  Houae  not  twenty- 
one  montfae  ago;  and  lie  thought  it  the 
duty  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  state  to 
the  Hoasd  and  the  country  his  reaeooa  for 
hU  tergiversation.  This  change  was  the 
more  eitraordinary,  considering  the  silent 
tmd  deserred  eontempt  with  which  the  Mo- 
tion uf  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhamp- 
ton used  to  be  treated  in  that  House;  and 
that  was  the  eooHtitntional  way  of  treating 
an  unconstitutional  act  of  tyrant  agitators. 
Thia  perhaps  might  be  considered  pretty 
atrong  language;  but  it  was  the  language 
miited  for  1846,  when  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net at  the  head  of  the  Uovernment  had 
become  the  leader  of  the  Anti-Com-Law 
League.  He  looked  with  great  confidence 
and  hope  to  the  right  rev.  Prelates  of  the 
other  House,  who,  he  trusted,  would  stand 
by  the  Altar,  the  Throue,  and  the  Cottage. 
Gentlemen  opposite  might  save  their  sar- 
castic smiles  at  the  mention  of  the  cottage. 
He  knew  those  hon.  Members  well  enough. 
Though  he  lived  at  some  distance  from 
their  smoky  regions,  their  long  cbinmeys 
were  above  the  horizon  of  his  memory. 
Some  of  those  pereonages,  whom  the  ma- 
nufacturers held  in  the  greatest  contempt, 
were  his  greatest  friends.  Some  of  the 
operatives  whom  they  treated  with  so  much 
contempt  and  severity,  he  Hhould  be  proud 
to  have  at  his  table.  The  League  had  on 
all  occasions  trampled  on  the  rights  of 
thoae  operatives,  hut  they  never  dared  to 
face  them  in  an  open  meeting.  All  the 
League  meetings  in  the  manufacturing 
districts  were  held  in  holes  and  comers. 
Tbcy  were  not  open  meetings.  Though 
Rome  of  that  party  might  laugh  —  and 
among  them  he  saw  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Tower  Hamlets  —  yet  that  hon. 
Member  might,  if  ho  visited  the  manu- 
facturing districts,  satisfy  himself  of  tlie 
distress  that  prevailed  there  among  the 
operatives.  The  hon.  Hombcr  for  Bolton 
was  smiling  under  the  shade  of  his  lin- 
gers; but  this  was  no  smiling  qncation, 
and  the  sooner  he  left  otf  making  those  ill- 
timed  grimaces  the  better.  Ho  was  glad  to 
hear  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R, 
Peel)  a  few  nights  ago  of  the  prosperous 
condition  of  the  miners  in  his  (Mr.  Rash- 
leigh's)  county.  They  were  described  bb 
being  in  a  state  approaching  to  luxury. 
It  was  aaid  that  they  had  such  an  abun- 
dance of  food  that  they  were  enabled  to  ap- 
ply a  large  portion  of  their  earnings  to  the 
purchase  of  feather  beds.  Now,  could  there 
ho  a  better  argument  for  continuing  that 
stkte  of  things  under  which  they  enjqyed 
meh  prosperity  t    Tb«a«  people  had  good 
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wages,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  truck  sys- 
tem. He  should  like  to  see  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  coming  among  them.  It 
would  take  some  time  before  he  could  lay 
himself  down  in  one  of  their  feather  beda. 
But  these  operatives  were  wide  awake  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
They  were  well  aware  of  the  evil  tendency 
of  his  free-trade  measures.  They  knew 
that  his  proposition  respecting  the  article  of 
copper  ore  alone  would  ruin  a  vast  number 
of  the  industrious  clasaea.  He  would  read 
to  the  House  a  letter  which  be  had  received 
from  a  gentleman  in  that  district,  who  em- 
ployed upwards  of  3,00(J  men  daily.  [The 
hon.  Member  then  read  the  letter,  the 
effect  of  which  was  that  the  free-trado 
measures  of  the  Government  would  mate- 
rially injure  the  industrious  classes,  parti- 
fularly  those  in  the  mining  districts;  and 
that  in  bad  harvests  the  miners  would  have 
been  often  without  bread,  if  the  self-adapt- 
ing power  uf  the  sliding'scale  had  not  se- 
cured them  an  ample  supply  on  moderate 
terms.]  He  regretted  to  be  obliged  to  op- 
pose tlic  measures  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, whose  ciperienco  and  talent  were  so 
great;  but  be  euuld  not,  at  the  cxpenac  of 
his  own  consistency,  follow  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  newfangled  notions.  He  had  al- 
ways acted  on  principle,  and  ahould  conti- 
nue to  do  BO.  Ho  hoped  the  Conservative 
party  around  him  would  remain  true  to 
their  principles,  and  that  the  neit  election 
would  send  many  gentlemen  to  their  aid 
whose  conduct  would  give  a  tone  and  ch«- 
rocler  to  the  House  that  would  raise  it  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public. 

Mr.  F.  T.  BARING  trusted  that  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  aat  down,  would 
not  consider  him  wanting  in  respect  if  he 
followed  the  course  of  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber seemed  to  approve  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, and  treated  his  observations  with  that 
constitutional  silence  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber considered  so  conclusive  an  argument. 
He  ahould  be  very  much  disinclined  to  break 
silence  at  all  on  this  subject;  but  as  it 
seemed  to  be  the  arrangement  that  they 
were  to  debate  the  question  until  a  given 
time,  and  he  was,  therefore,  not  prolonging 
the  debate,  be  felt  an  anxiety  that  it  should 
not  pass  by  witliout  expressing  his  cordial 
approbation  of  the  measures  introduced  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  He  might  per- 
haps wish,  with  his  noble  Friend,  that  some 
modifications  might  be  made  ;  but,  looking 
at  the  mca.surc  as  a  whole,  and  seeing  in 
it  great  good,  and  much  more  the  seeds 
of  future  good,  he  should  give  it  bis  wann- 
est ami  auM  corral  support.   As  for  goinjj 
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sent  law — for  that  or  none;  thatnocompro- 
wise  could  be  accepted.  An  hon.  reUtiTo 
of  biH  own  who  had  spokon  ably  against 
the  Bill,  Ktatod  as  his  opinion,  that  the  pre- 
Hpnt  momi-iit  was  the  best  for  a  compro- 
niiHo.  IIo  inuBt  bo  pi-niiittt.'d  to  reoaU  to 
tLcmeniury  uftho  lIouHoanadinisBiOD  tnaile 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  upjiusite  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Seseion.  The  right  bon. 
Baronet,  in  his  opening  siicfph,  stated  the 
dangers  ho  forcKiin',  and  ut>kcd  the  ques- 
tion wlkothcr  or  not  ho  might  consider  it 
at  admitted,  that  he  ought  to  have  taken 
Bome  lueaauro  in  November  last — some 
Bucb  measure  as  sUKponding  the  Com  L»wi. 
The  Iloiyie  would  remember  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  put  that  qucHtiou,  and  t£at 
it  it  was  tlien  generally  admitted  on  the 
protection  benches,  that  undor  the  cir- 
cumstances the  right  hon.  Baronet  ought 
to  have  suspended  the  Com  Laws.  But, 
further  than  that,  bon.  Gentlemen  went 
the  length  of  blaming  the  right  hon,  Qen- 
'  man  for  not  having  issued  an  Order 
Council  at  tbc  time.  Now,  lie  put  it  to 
them,  in  the  foco  of  that  ndmisition,  what 
cour.ie  could  they  now  take?  lie  asked 
them  for  a  plain  answer — would  tbej  con- 
descend to  be  intelligible  ?  What  was 
thoir  Hcheine  I  Diil  they  mean  to  support 
the  sliding-seale  'i  If  they  did,  be  asked, 
after  that  admission,  to  know  by  what 
arguments  ?  One  great  rccommetidation  of 
the  sliding-Ecale  used  to  he,  that  its  op- 
ponent— a  fixed  duty — could  not  be  relied 
on  or  u]>held  in  times  of  scarcity;  while,  on 
the  other  band,  tbe  slidiug-scale  adapti^l 
itself  to  the  emergency,  and  admitted  com 
s  rergnircd.  Such  bad  been  their 
argument;  but  how  could  tboy  now  con- 
tend that  the  sliding-scalc  had  ibis  power 
of  self-adaptation,  when  they  admitted  that 
longer  ago  than  November,  it  ought  to 
le  been  suspended,  because  it  had  not 
ailnpted  itself.  But  that  was  not  all. 
There  was  another  argument  that  used  to 
be  urged  in  favour  of  tbe  sliding-scalo. 
loblo  Friend  tbe  Member  for  tho  city 
uf  London,  in  bringing  fom'ard  bis  proposi- 
m  in  1841,  admitted  that  a  difficulty  did 
ist  in  tho  way  of  the  fixed  duty :  bo  ad- 
itted  that  in  case  of  famine  it  might  be 
difficult  \m  retain  tlio  fixt-d  duty;  and  be 
proposed  to  overcome  it  by  investing 
vn  with  the  jiower  of  issuing  an 
I  Council,  to  admit  com  in  times 
of  scarcity,  IVliat  was  tbe  reply  of 
tho   right  bon.   (ientlrmnu   opposite  f 
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into  the  M-gomentB  upon  this  <iueal)OD,  they 
were  so  utterly  woru  to  piecea  that  there 
wu  nothing  left;  and  any  Gentleman  who 
bad  heard  the  speech  made  that  evening  by 
the  hoa.  Member  for  Lambeth,  would  feel 
that  it  was  quite  unnecessary,  until  at  least 
an  answer  had  been  given  to  that  speech. 
There  was,  however,  one  circumstance 
which  bad  developed  itself  in  the  course 
<J  the  discuesions — one  great  fact,  if  ho 
might  so  coll  it,  which  required  notice 
— be  meant  the  formation  of  a  large  party 
independent  of  the  two  parties  which  used 
to  ilivide  the  House,  This  party  had 
withdrawn  their  confidence  from  Her  Ua- 
jesty's  Government,  dmA  stood  now  in  a 
perfectly  independent  position.  He  could 
not  but  agree  with  tbe  observation  mode  on 
a  former  night  by  his  hon.  Friend  tho  Mem- 
ber for  Liskeard,  that  a  great  party  must, 
with  the  power,  assume  the  responsibility 
of  party.  When  a  party  chose  a  leader, 
anil  bound  themselves  together  by  party 
ties,  tbey  were  called  upon  to  declare  to 
tbe  House  and  the  country  tho  coursu 
which  they  intended  to  follow.  He  begged 
hon.  Members  opposite  to  believe  that  ho 
qioke  vf  that  party  with  no  feeling  of  dis- 
respect; but  on  tbe  contrary,  be  gave  thoni 
gre*t  credit  for  the  spirit,  intelligence,  and 
abiUty  with  which  tbey  had  conducted 
themselves  under  the  very  difficult  circum- 
stances in  which  they  had  bocn  placed,  de- 
prived of  their  former  leaders,  aJid  thrown 
on  their  own  resourccH.  He  was  desirous 
to  put  to  them  sonio  questiuus  as  to  thi 
course  they  were  about  to  pursue: 
to  ask  them  what  they  propot 
with  regard  to  this  Com  Law 
all  very  well  for  an  individual  Member  to 
rise  and  object  to  the  measures  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government :  ho  was  not  called 
Qpon — -it  was  almost  presumptuous — to  lay 
before  the  public  counter  proposals  ;  but  a 

Crty  stood  onder  serious  obligations,  If 
n.  Gentlemen  had  taken  upon  thcnisflves 
to  form  a  party,  looking,  as  tbey  nnturally 
must  do — if  they  were  in  earnest,  which  he 
was  sure  they  were— to  tbe  asceudancy  of 
their  own  opiniomi,  and  tbc  clevotion  to 
power  of  those  in  wboni  tbey  placed  cunfi- 
oenee,  they  must  act  as  a  party.  He  was 
desirous,  therefore,  to  ask  them,  if  the  pre- 
sent measure  were  rejected,  what  measures 
tbey  were  prepared  as  a  party  to  lay  before 
the  eoimtry?  He  had  beard  sercrnl  propo- 
sitions from  Gentleman  of  tjic  protection 
party.  Some  hon.  Gentlemen  were  in  fa- 
TOQT  of  a  fixed  duty ;  others  again,  among 
thatn  the  bon.  Member  for  Somcrsot,  said 
tlut  the  battle  waa  to  be  fought  for  tbo  pre- 


ffished 


I,  that  such  a 
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r  to  be 


vested  in  a  Government — that  a  law  shonld 
be  devised  which  would  oAx^  itaelf  to  tit- 
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cumetances.  What  becune  of  that  argu- 
ment after  the  admission  that  the  Gorem- 
meat,  ia  November  laat,  ought,  on  their 
own  authoritj,  to  have  issued  an  Order  in 
Council  to  Buspend  the  law,  ^Vho.  too, 
they  asked,  supposiDg  the  Cora  Laws  to  be 
suspended,  woiddhave  the  courage  to  replace 
them  ?  Such  was  the  tenor  of  their  argu- 
ments. But  how  would  they  go  to  the 
country,  and  in  the  face  of  such  argU' 
menta— after  contending  that  the  aliding- 
scale  ought  to  have  been  suspended — -how 
could  they  go  to  the  country  and  Hcriouslj 
propose  to  support  what  by  their  own 
showing  was  so  inefficient  ?  How  could 
they  continue  to  advocate  the  present  slid- 
ing-scale  when  their  admisBion  showed  it 
posBesacd  none  of  the  qualities  which  ori- 

finally  rendered  it  preferable  to  the  fixed 
uty?    All  the  old  arguments  on  wluch  the 
sliding-Bcale    had    been    defended, 
abandoned  by  the  odmiBsiou  made  by  the 
protection  party — had  they  not  made  that 
admission!      They  had  told  the   House 
that  the  agricultural  party  would    havi 
mpported  the  right    hon.    Baronet  in   i 
temporary  suspension  of  the  Com  Laws 
The  hon.  Member  for  Somersetshire  stated 
that  he  had  heen  ready  to  do  so,  and  that 
the  great  body  of  the  farmers  entertained 
the  same  views,     For  his  own  part, 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  w 
right  in  proposing  what  he  had  proposed 
the  Govenunent  last  November.     If,   wi 
the  authentic  information  before  him,  the 
right  hun.  Baronet  dreaded  scarcity 
land,  the  right  hun.  Gentleman's  pr 
was  a  most  just  and  proper  one,  ai 
for  which  lie  would  have  gloiliy  supported 
a  Bill  of  Indemnity.     But  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  well  aware  that  when  he  con- 
sented to  the  Order  in  Council  lie  rendered 
a  reconsideration  of  the  Corn  Laws  neces- 
sary, and  so  wero  his  Colleagues.  Well,  but 
was  itafixeddnty  which  they  were  prepared 
to  advocate?  He  was  not  disposed  to  attack 
those  who  favoured  a  fixed  duty.      He  had 
been  a  party  to  the  proposition  of  a  scheme 
of  this  kind  in  1841,  thinking  it  the  host 
which  could  under  the  circumstances  have 
been  proposed,  and  the  one  which  would 
have  given  them  ultimately  the  means  of 
meeting  further  claims   with  more  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  than  the  present  ar- 
rangement had  afforded.     But  the  time  for 
fluch   an    arrangement  liad   passed.     He 
coidd  not  but  feel  that  they  were  now  jus- 
tified in  changing  their  opinion  on  this 
subject.     Could  they  go  to  the  country  on 
the  question  of  a  fixed  duW  ?     The  Mem- 
ber for  Newcutie-imder-Ljne,  utd  some 


other  Gentlemen,  had  expressed -a  great 
hankering  for  a  fixed  duty.  Well,  they 
abandoned  that  proposal :  then,  what 
did  they  propose  ?  lie  asked  the  no- 
ble Lord  the  leader  of  the  party  to 
state  to  the  country  what  he  proposed 
was  the  business  scheme  which 
prepared  to  stand  by,  and  what 
I  expectation  in  which  they  con- 
tinued their  opposition  ?  It  was  quite 
>ar  that  the  opinion  of  that  House  was 
favour  of  the  measure  of  Government. 
ere  their  expectations,  then,  founded 
upon  the  Bill  being  thrown  out  in  another 
place  ?  If  such  were  the  case,  had  they 
calculated  the  cost  of  the  position  which 
they  were  about  to  assume  ?  Was  it  so 
comfortable  a  thing  for  the  House  of  Com- 
be opposed  to  the  Lords  on  such 
a  question  ?  Such  a  circumstance  had  not 
been  unknown  of  late,  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties of  Lord  Melbourne's  Administration 
having  been  occasioned  by  the  opposition 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  But 
the  protection  party  talked  of  appealing  to 
the  country.  Were  they  prepared  for  that 
fight  ?  Was  it  BO  light  a  thing  to  have  an 
election — in  which  the  agriculturists  would 
be  banded  against  the  trading  classes  ? 
And  on  what  question  would  the  fight  take 
place  ?  On  that  of  the  food  of  the  people  ; 
one  of  the  most  exciting  of  ali  subjects 
which  could  possibly  be  mooted.  Let  them 
think  of  what  would  be  their  position  in 
such  circumstances.  Parties  would  be 
bidding  un  both  sides  for  the  physical 
strength  of  the  country  ;  on  the  one  side 
they  would  have  the  argument  used  by 
the  manufacturers,  that  the  labourer  was 
by  them — the  country  party —deprived  of 
his  fond  ;  while,  on  the  other,  he  saw 
symptoms  that  the  arguments  to  he  used 
would  not  be  of  a  less  stirring  description. 
The  i-ura1  population  would  be  told  thf>t 
the  foreign  would  be  employed  instead  of 
the  home  labourer — that  a  repeat  of  the 
Corn  Laws  would  throw  out  of  em- 
ployment the  agricultural  peasant,  and 
starve  the  labourer.  These  wore  not  safe 
arguments  to  use  in  the  course  of  a  vio- 
lently contested  general  election.  Theriw 
fore  if  hon.  Gentlemen  did  not  feel  per- 
fectly assured  of  success,  they  wero 
taking  upon  themselves  a  most  heavy  re- 
sponsibility in  throwing  the  country  into 
such  a  state  of  confusion  and  excitement. 
And  at  what  a  moment  would  such  a  con- 
test come  ?  If  the  expectations  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  were  correct,  this  contest 
would  take  place  at  the  very  moment  when 
I  Ireland  would  be  Buffering  under  a  want  of 
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food.  But,  pntting  aside  tlieee  difficulties: 
suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  they 
Mere  in  power — suppose  they  had  a  Trea- 
SU17  bench  ahlc  to  contend  with  those 
who  DOW  fiD,  and  those  who  lately  filled 
it— mtppose  that  they  had  a  willing  and 
umted  majority — were  they  quite  sure  that 
they  would  hava  no  other  enemies  to  con- 
tend with?  Look  to  the  course  of  every 
GoTemment  since  1815.  From  that  time 
to  this,  if  they  would  look  to  the  history  of 
the  ftdminbtrAtiou  of  commerce,  they  would 
find  that  it  hsid  been  one  of  continued  re- 
laxation. It  might  have  been  quick  at  one 
time,  and  slow  at  another;  hut  whether 
they  looked  to  the  Govemmeuts  of  Lord 
Liverpool,  or  Mr.  Iluskisson,  or  Enrl  Orcy, 
they  would  invariably  find  that  our  com- 
mercial policy  had  been  one  of  relaxation. 
What  inference  did  he  draw  from  that  fact  ? 
There  was  a  free-trade  influence  in  Down- 
mg-street,  which  seemed  to  bo  infeetious. 
It  seemed  as  if  those  who  had  the  best 
means  of  knowing  the  state  of  trade  of  the 
country,  and  who  had  also  tbc  respousibi- 
lily  of  providing  for  it,  found  of  necessity, 
that  there  was  to  be  but  one  course,  that 
of  relaxation,  to  he  pursued.  Let  them 
lot  select  iudependent  men,  to  sit  on  the 
Treasury  bench — men  who  bad  the  power 
to  think,  and  the  manlincsa  to  act  upon 
their  determination,  and  he  would  have  no 
fear  even  of  a  protectionist  Administration. 
He  felt  satisfied  that  when  they  felt  the 
responsibility  of  the  position,  they  would 
be  compelled,  at  whatever  sacrifices,  to 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  their  prtsiccessors. 
It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  it  was  a 
particular  agitation  which  was  the  cause  of 
thur  present  position.  It  was  real 
tice,  truth,  which  were  betraying  them — 
they  were  silently  undermined  bytne  stream 
of  time  ;  for  their  castle  was  built  upon 
sand. 

Mb.  SHAW  could  assure  the  Ilouse 
that  he  wan  not  unmindful  of  the  indul- 
gence and  kind  attention  he  had  recently 
experienced  from  them  in  a  former  stage 
of  the  measure  then  under  their  consider- 
ation. He  would  therefore  make  his  pre- 
sent trespass  as  short  as  possible,  con- 
sistently with  the  facts  he  was  anxious  to 
lay  before  the  House.  He  was  the  more 
anxious  to  do  so,  on  account  of  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  haa  just 
sat  down,  idiich  related  to  the  alleged 
ftiDtne  and  consequent  disease  in  Ireland, 
<n  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  the  Government, 
had  laid  such  stress.  He  had  from  the 
tnt  mmred  of  taking  every  precaution 
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against  the  possibility  of  bo  great  a  ca- 
lamity as  a  famine  in  Ireland,  and  for  the 
alleriation  of  the  undoubted  sufferings  of  a 
large  class  of  the  poor  in  that  countir; 
but  he  hod  likewise  maintained  that  the 
prospects  of  famine  had  been  exaggerated, 
and  that  the  Government  had  been  un- 
duly alarmed,  and  misled  by  the  reports 
they  hod  received  on  the  subject.  He  was 
unconscious  of  the  unpopularity  and  in- 
OuB  observations  which  the  course  he 
had  taken  was  calculated  to  bring  upon 
nevertheless,  in  a  matter  of  that 
grave  importance,  he  felt  it  an  imperative 
duty  to  state  to  the  House  what,  in  all  sin- 
cerity, bo  believed  to  be  the  real  truth  of 
the  case.  He  wished  at  tho  same  time 
to  guard  himself  from  mlBconstruction;  he 
bore  in  mind  tho  melancholy  fact  that  a 
largo  portion  of  the  Irish  people  were 
habituated  to  live  on  the  very  verge  of  des- 
titution, and  that  any  failure  in  their  al- 
most only  food,  the  potato,  must  sadly  ag- 
gravate their  sad  condition.  He  had  never 
denied  thot  there  had  been  in  the  lest 
m  a  general  disease  in  the  potato,  and 
a  considcrablo  failure  :  he  had,  therefore, 
lent  his  willing  aupport  to  tho  remedial 
measures  of  the  Government  for  giving  la- 
bour to  the  unemployed,  food  to  the  desti- 
tute, and  medicine  to  the  sick  poor  of  Ire- 
land. Ho  had  not  charged,  ns  he  had  been 
accused  of  doing,  the  Government  with 
wilful  exaggeration,  nor  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  or  those  employed  by  them, 
with  intentionally  misleading  the  Govem- 
i ;  but  he  had  said,  and  then  repeated, 
the  prospects  of  famine  in  Ireland  had 
been  in  fact  exaggerated,  and  that  tho 
Government  had  been  in  fact  misled.  He 
had  been  challenged  for  tho  proof  of  that 
statement.  He  was  then  prepared  to  make 
it.  He  would  commence  by  referring  to 
the  first  official  document  which  had  been 
presented  to  tho  House,  namely,  "  the 
Report  of  Dr.  Playfair  and  Mr.  Lindley." 
In  that  was  the  following  statement : — 

"  Wo  can  come  to  no  other  concluHion  than  that 
hnlf  of  the  actual  potato  crop  of  IrcLknil  ii  cither 


destroyed,  0 


We.  a 


priie  you,  thi 
That  was  , 
Now,    that 


fear  this  lo  be  a  low  catimale." 
15th  of  November  last. 


document  illustrated  his 
;,  for  no  one  could  suppose 

that  these  eminent  men  were  guilty  of  ft 
wilful  exaggeration;  yet,  when  they  said 
that  in  November  ono-hulf  of  the  potato 
crop  in  Ireland  was  destroyed,  there  was 
not  B  practicol  man  in  Ireland  who  did  not 
know  that  that  was  R  mowiUoua  b«%^- 
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fttion;  uid  he  (Mr.  Shaw)  nould  demon- 
atrate  it  to  the  House.  Wlij,  if  half  the 
crop  was  gone  in  NoTcmbcr,  there  would 
scarecly  be  a  potato  in  Ireland  at  that 
moment,  and  the  papers  lie  licid  in  his  hand 
would  show  that  not  onljr  uerc  the  Irieh 
markets  plentifully  supplied  with  potatoes 
up  to  last  Saturday,  but  that  the  market 
price  was  rather  falling  than  rising.  The 
next  document  was  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners uf  luquiry,  sitting  at  Dublin 
Castle,  and  dated  t^c  2l)th  of  January. 
Did  they  attempt  to  say  that,  even  at  that 
period,  two  mouths  further  advanced,  half 
the  potato  crop  was  then  gunc  ?  No  sueh 
thing.  They  did  not  give  any  estimate  of 
the  less.  It  was  a  diflicult  calculation  to 
make  with  anything  approaching  to  accu- 
racy; hut  he  had  reason  to  know  that  so 
far  as  they  had  made  it,  their  opiuion  was 
that  at  the  end  of  January  there  might 
have  been  about  one-fifth  deficiency  iu  the 
stock  of  potatoes.  A  fifth  in  January 
could  not  have  been  more  than  a  tenth,  in- 
stead of  a  half,  in  November;  and  was  he 
to  be  blamed  for  calling  that  exaggeration  'i 
Then,  as  to  the  market  prices,  his  hen. 
Friend  (Mr.  Miles)  had  obtained  a  return 
"of  the  highest  price  of  potatoes  in  the 
vanoua  market  towns  of  Ireland,  in  the 
week  ending  the  24th  January,  fur  the  last 
seven  years."  The  previous  six  years  had 
been  very  low  ones  ;  hut  that  document 
ahowed  that  on  the  24th  of  January  last 
the  average  price  throughout  Ireland  was 
about  id.  the  stone,  or  less  than  3;.  tbo 
cwt.  ;  that  was,  at  least,  no  evidence  of 
famine  :  it  was  not  more  than  a  remuner- 
ating price.  He  should,  however,  be  able 
to  show  that  since  then  the  price  had  not 
materially  varied  ;  that,  in  fact,  it  was,  it 
anything,  lower.  He  had  from  time  to 
time,  siucc  tliat  return  had  been  placed  iu 
their  hands,  marked  in  the  margin  of  it  the 
variations  in  the  price  up  to  the  latest 
period  he  could  receive  from  market  notes 
or  otherwise  authentic  information;  he  had 
done  so  without  making  any  selection,  and 
the  result  was,  that  the  price  up  to  the 
present  time  was,  as  nearly  aK  possible,  the 
same  as  in  January,  lie  would  read  from 
different  parts  of  Ireland  a  few  samples  to 
the  House  :— 


nd&rt    ...  Jan.31.— 0^.  MarehS.— .W. 

ltan.Ulst(iwn  ...  S  ...  1 1.— 8^ 
[•ork(Cif)  ...  11  ...  21.— .1 
Bownputrifk      ...         6         ...      10.— 1   toild. 


10.— 34  to  1 
4.— St  to  3 
11.— s{ 


Kilkenny...  Jan.  34.- 

Liiumck 

CMtlcbar 

Drughcda  ...  «        ...     I.I.— J!    loO 

Kenafh    a        ...     10. — II 

Walfribni         ...  4         ...     la.— 3(to4i 

KuBiscortliy      ...  .1         ...      t*. — .'ij 

Wcrfbrd 41       ...        4.-4    toS 

He  had  received  that  morning  a  weekly 
paper,  the  Oeneral  Adtertiter.  printed  last 
Saturday  in  Dublin,  ond  furnishing  market 
notes,  with  the  last  prices  of  potatoes,  iu 
thirteen  market  towns  in  various  parts  of 
Ireland,  which  he  would  shortly  read  to 
the  House,  taking  them  all  in  hundred- 
weights:— 

"  Dublin,  n-hii^li  via>  the  biglicM,  wiM  4i.  to 
4».  fid.:  Bflfiist,  3..  ad.  to  U.  0''  Cutlebar 
(Maj'ol.  9(,  nd.;  Eniutkillen  (F«nuuugh),  2i.  M.; 
KilkcnDf,  3i.  id. ;  Limerick,  3i. :  MuUiagar 
(Wustuicatht,  3».  ed.:  Sewrj  jlWwn),  3..;  Triia, 
|Kerry),  the  market  nole  sUtf",  'the  potato  mar- 
kct  •rnii  plftitifullr  eupplird.  .ind.  a*  yrt,  no  ad- 

Rjuidalstown  (Aiitnm),  3i.  taSi.id.:  (uid  it  wa« 
t'UrioUB  that  lUndalHtnnn  wu  tlis  Snt  town  nien- 
Cianed  iu  the  diieaw  {IivL-iDd)  return,  where  dis- 


of  fowl):  Waterford,  2t.  Od.;  itnd  Wexford,  3*." 

Surely  those  returns  indicated  no  famine 
price.  Next,  with  regard  to  the  Paper 
headed  "Disease"  (Ireland),  presentea  to 
the  House  on  the  13th  of  the  present 
month ;  introduced  so  pompously,  and  with 
such  threats  of  extinguishing  his  represen- 
tations, by  the  inmiensc  impression  it  was 
to  make  upon  the  House ;  be  lamented 
that  even  so  much  sickness,  and  apprehen- 
sion of  sickness,  prevailed  at  the  present 
time  in  Ireland  as  that  return  set  forth  ; 
hut  he  did  not  recollect  a  year  in  which,  at 
that  season,  the  snnio  might  not  be  said 
with  truth  of  the  sanatory  condition  of  that 
coimtry ;  and  a  more  complete  failure  of 
the  promise,  as  compared  with  the  perfor- 
mance, to  establish  any  alarming  increase 
of  fever  as  the  consequence  of  famine,  he 
had  never  met  with.  The  Paper  was  headed 
"  The  most  serious  representations  mode 
by  the  several  medical  superintendents  of 
public  institutions."  The  first  inquiry  that 
occurred  to  the  mind  upon  reading  that 
document  was,  what  was  the  entire  number 
of  such  medical  oilicers  in  Ireland,  and 
what  proportion  did  the  nuniberof  extracts 
given  bear  to  the  whole '{  He  believed  the 
medical  superintendents  of  public  institu- 
tions in  Ireland  were  in  number  nearly 
700 ;  and  all  the  extracts  given  iu  the 
Paper  in  answer,  he  presumed,  to  a  circular, 
only  amounted  to  108.  '  Ho  {Mr.  Shaw) 
had  analysed  these,  and  he  found  of  the 
108  that  only  29  gave  any  positive  opitiioii 
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that  fever  or  other  epidemic  h&d  been 
caused  by  ecarcity  of  food.  Six,  who  re- 
-ported  that  ferer  bad  appeared,  declared 
that  it  was  not  oiring  to  the  scarcity  of 
food ;  others  attributed  the  existence  or 
apprehension  of  tUseaee  to  rartous  other 
cauMS :  Buch  as  wet  weather,  had  habita- 
tioD5,  insufficient  clothiof;,  nod,  above  all, 
waat  of  employment.  Tlio  following  ci- 
traeta,  which  he  would  toko  at  mnduni, 
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aiForded  fair  specimeuH  of  what  those 
preaentations'  principally  were:— 

"  Apprehenda  fever  in  di»trict«  ;  itronRW  recom- 
roondi  ectabliihmeat  of  a  fever  hospital."  "  HOD 
able-bodied  men  and  no  equal  numj)er  of  womon, 
bMidet  many  ranall  Eimien,  nro  wcking  rmpliiy- 
nent.  Apprehends  breaking  out  of  diaeaw.  The 
praple  being  unemployed,  nre  annblc  to  purcliose 
fiNM.  Outbmk  of  fever  frequent  In  aummer 
■MiDtlu,  and  apreiuU  rapidlj  for  want  of  an  hoipi- 
tal."  "  fi.OOO  or  S,000  poor  unemptujed.  Brank- 
ing  out  of  diaeue  apprehended  in  the  tpring  .ind 
■Diamer.  Saggeils  the  erection  of  a  fever  hoipital 
in  diatricti  wMTe  dcntitution  ii  heovilv  felt.  Me- 
dical diatriet  of  olBeer  ombrareii  a  diameter  of 
twelva  mile*  front  bia  reaidence." 

Nothing;  could  bo  more  natural  nor  more 
just  than  that  medical  officers  should  re- 
commend the  catahlishment  of  fever  bos- 
pitaU,  and  a  better  provision  for  the  sick 
poor  in  distncts  where,  no  doubt,  such  were 
wantiug ;  and  that  seemed  to  him  the 
whole  drift  of  the  return.  He  hod  then 
endeavoured  to  show,  from  the  market 
price  of  potatoes  tbrougbout  Ireland,  which 
should  be  the  best  criterion  ;  from  a  com- 
parison of  the  Government's  own  Reports, 
and  from  an  analysis  of  the  Fever  Ketum, 
that  there  was  at  present  nothing  approach- 
ing to  a  famine  in  Ireland ;  but  he  would 
like  to  complete  his  proofs  bj  reading  a 
few  general  communicationa.  The  first  he 
had  taken  from  the  report  of  the  charge 
of  a  learned  Judge,  delivered  within  the 
lost  fortnight  in  Omagh.  Ho  was  a  very 
humane  Judge,  of  long  experience,  and 
also  well  acquainted  with  coiutry  aifaira 
— he  meant  Mr.  Justice  Torrcns.  In  re- 
ferring to  one  of  the  Acts  lately  passed  in 
that  Honae  for  the  relief  of  tlic  Irish  po- 
pulation. Judge  Torrons  observed  : — 

"  I  miut  nf,  however,  in  relation  to  this  Bub- 
ject.  that,  in  patting  through  the  country,  I  have 
not  been  itrutk  by  any  appcaranee  of  starvation 
or  mtiery  which  may  bo  naid  to  be  abroad.  1  have 
obaerved  the  potato  fleldi  and  haggardit  of  the 
brnten  of  the  Dountry  at  I  have  paiaed  along,  and 
i  Kali*  moat  aay  that  there  is  not  more  thui  the 
onuU.  if  ao  muah,  appcamnce  of  miaery  or  desli- 
tition  throughout  the  country." 
That  was  on  the  North-west  Circuit ;  in- 
eluding    Tyrone.    Fennauagh,    Donegal, 


Londonderry,  &c.  The  next  was  from 
an  hon.  Friend  of  his,  a  Member  of  that 
House;  and  though  the  letter  was  private, 
and  written  for  another  purpose,  yet,  as  it 
was  very  creditable  to  the  feelings  of  his 
hon.  Friend,  he  might  mention  his  name 
— the  hon.  Member  for  Longford  (Mr. 
Lcfroy).  The  letter  was  dated  the  18th 
of  that  month,  and  stated — 


It  would  in  tho  pnaent  aUto  of  things  be 

t  important  that  all  who  can  ahould  remain  as 

J  na  poasiblr.  with  a  view  of  nscerlaining  in  tba 

diflcront  localitiea  tho  extent  of  real  want,  and 

oiideavauring  to  relieve  it  and  to  guard  affainst  ila 

Mr.  Lcfroy  added— 

"  Tour  atatemcnl  of  tlic  other  evening  na  to  the 
potatoes,  is  conHrmed  hy  my  experience  in  Long- 
ford, Kligo.  and  RoHiommon.  1  have  been  an  eya- 
witneaa  in  those  eounties ;  but  precnutjoua  are  do 
doubt  neceHeary." 

Those   were   two   counties  of  Connaught, 

d    one   of   Leinster   bordering   on   Con- 

ught.     Uc  would  take  sotne  other  coun- 

s  in  Leinster,  and  next  read  an  extract 

im  the  letter  of  a  gentleman  who  resided 

the  county  of  Wexford,  and  was  a  grand 

juror  of  the  county  of  Kildarc,  and  who 

tjpokc   of  both   counties  ;   his  letter  was 

dated  the    17th   of  that  month,    and    it 

perieclly  tnic  what  you  have  stated  in 
your  place  in  Parliament,  that  the  amount  of  dia- 
tresB  in  Ireland  has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  Laat 
Saturday  I  bought,  in  the  public  market  of  Naaa, 
sovernl  larrcla  of  poMloea  for  seed  of  (ho  best 
deaeription  and  perfectly  nntaintcd.  at  S^  per 
Having  come  to  thia  rounty  to  attend  the 
from  tho  county  of  Woiford,  vihere  my 
family  residence  is,  I  am  enabled  to  state  that 
there  also  there  ia  nn  absence  of  iliatreaa.     On 
Saturday,  the  dth  inst,,  1  myself  aenl  to  the  mar- 
ket of  Gorey,  two  loads  of  potatoes,  sound  and  no 
caronee  of  tnint ;  and  the  m.tn  in  charge  had 
tore  them  in  Gorey.    So  great  was  the  glut  in 
market,  that  ho  waa  unnlilo  to  obtain  a  tughcr 
e  than  3Jrf.  aatoue;  aitd  he  coniidercd  tliat 
enough.    In  Eniii"cortliy,  di-lant  from  Gorey 
cigliteen  or  twenty  milea,  the  price  was  the  same, 
and  the  aaine  again  in  tho  town  of  Wexford." 

regarded  the  south,  he  had  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  residing  near  Cork,  who 
„„:j   „„   tiig   igti)^  i„  ollusion  to  his  (Mr. 
the  House — 


Shaw's) 
"1  a 


lelf  ai 


&rmer,  to  tho  extent  of  from 

landlord  and  fiinner, 

id  has  not,  in  my  memory. 


cxperieneed  o  uctter  year  tnnn  me  past. 

From  the  neighbourliood  of  Fcmioy,  a 
clergjTuan  of  the  Established  Church  wrote 
to  him  witliin  the  last  week : — 

•'  I  am  a  friend  to  the  principle  of  free  t»«de : 
but  I  think  a  great  queatiou  ou^t  to  b«  eoniidtrtd 
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an  iti  own  iiKriti.  The  poCatu  panic  in  tlii>  put 
of  the  0000117  i"  ^1*  'f  pratattt  nUul.  I  drove 
tomrdi  Kildorrerjr  j-e«ter<Uy.  Thp  people  were 
emplDjed  in  opeoiiig  (heir  pitr,  and  the  univenial 
answer  to  rae  wan,    ■  They  are  very  Eood/     My 

own  are  as  good  »«  I  OTer  wiw  ;  and  Mr. ,  of 

Old  TowD.  near  Doncrsile,  gave  me  a  similar  oc- 
oount  of  tlie  neighbourliood  about  him." 

The  last  extract  was  from  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman  in  th<!  neighbourhood  of  the 
city  of  Cork,  and  it  was  the  only  commu- 
nication in  answer  to  one  from  himaelf ; 
the  others  had  all  been  casually  received. 

iMr.  CoiiETT  :  What  is  the  date  of  the 
etter?]  The  Slat  of  March,  last  Satur- 
day.     The  writer  uiid — 

"  SiDce  you  left  this  neighbourhood,"  in  the  end 
of  Decemlwr,  "  the  general  opening    of  tlie  pita 
■how  that  the  diacue  had  progreMcd." 
He  wished  to  keep   nothiog   back :    the 
letter  continued — 

"  And  what  ii  more  strange,  the  injnrj  appean 
most  where  most  core  lu»  been  taken  toarert  the 
malady  ;  wherever  the  plnni  reeonunended  by  the 
Commissioners  were  adopted,  the  destruction  of 
the  potato  appear*  more  complete.  In  some  dis- 
triotathe  potatoea  have  been  much  leu  injured — 
as  the  harony  of  Inniskilly,  from  which  a  great 
■apply  is  at  present  sent  to  (he  Cork  market : 
&rmerB  trom  which  district  proposed  to  let  me 
have  at  many  thousand  stone  ns  I  wished  guarnn- 
teed  snfe  from  disease  at  hil.  a  stone.  This  is  the 
market  price  of  white  potatoeii  tOrflay  in  the  Cork 
market ;  the  cups  are  Sd.  All  agree  that  tlic 
crop  was  more  abundant  by  one-third  than  it  has 
been  for  the  last  seven  ycnrs  :  that  the  injured 
potatoes  have  been  given  to  cattle  in  place  of  the 
good  ones,  formerly  >st  apart  for  the  same  pur- 
pose ;  and  that  X\tBn  is  a  greater  quantity  of  po- 
tatoes in  the  country  than  is  generallj  believed. 
Much  ha*  been  done  to  spread  tlio  cry  of  C-imine 
by  interested  individuali,  to  make  themselves  po- 
polar,  by  calling  on  the  wealthier  clnns  to  sub- 
aeribe  funds  for  the  purcliase  of  provisions  for  the 
poOT,  and  most  people  will  inform  you  that  distant 
diatriets  are  starring.  From  all  this,  it  is  evident 
that  fears  have  been  magniflcd  not  a  little." 
He  hoped  that  ho  then  had  satisfied  the 
House,  that  while  he  charged  others  with 
exaggeration,  he  had  not  himself  been 
guilty  of  any  in  the  former  statement  he 
had  made  to  them.  The  right  hon.  Baro- 
net at  the  head  of  the  Government  had 
rested  ro  great  a  part  of  the  case  of  his 
present  meaatire  on  the  foundation  of  the 
potato  failure  in  Ireland,  that  he  felt  the 
more  justified  in  dwelling  upon  it ;  but  for 
his  own  part,  if  he  were  to  admit  that  the 
failure  had  been  to  the  utmost  extent  re- 
presented, he  still  sliDuld  be  at  a  loss  to 
understand  why  the  whole  commercial 
policy  of  a  great  Ktnpirc  should  have  been 
changed  to  meet  a  casualty  which  in  this 
climate  every  thinking  man  who  had  sup- 
}M>rted  the  existing  system  of  com  laws 
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must  always  hare  contemplated  as  posai- 
ble  ;  and,  if  the  system  was  good  for  any- 
thing, it  must  have  been  govA  to  provide 
against  contingencies  to  which  they  were 
constantly  subject.  Further,  according 
even  to  the  showing  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  R.  Peel)  himself,  it  would  have 
been  Uke  the  old  atiagc — "  Live  horse,  and 
you  shall  have  uats. '  The  remedy  would 
be  too  late  for  the  disease.  lie  still  be- 
lieved the  measure  would  be  disastrous  to 
the  best  interests  of  England;  but  more 
unquestionably  so  in  Ireland.  When  he  saw 
that  in  the  year  eudiug  the  5th  of  January 
last,  there  had  been  imported  into  Great 
Britain  from  Ireland  upwards  of  3,250,000 
quarters  of  com  and  flour  of  Irish  growth, 
he  could  not  comprehend  those  uew  poli- 
tical economists  who  said,  if  by  the  repeal 
of  the  Com  Laws  you  removed  the  artificial 
price  that  was  then  paid  for  their  com  in 
Englaud.  it  would  he  left  at  home  for  the 
poor  Irish  farmers  and  their  own  families 
to  eat.  He  had  certainly  read  something 
of  political  economy,  although  he  did  not 
profess  to  be  a  political  economist ;  but  at 
least  he  knew  enough  of  the  principles  nf 
common  sense  to  think  that  you  might  ax 
well  tell  the  butcher  and  the  baker  that  if 
they  lost  their  customers  they  and  their  fa- 
milies might  live  plentifully  on  the  meat  or 
bread  that  would  he  left  upon  their  honda. 
as  tell  the  poor  Irish  oat-grower  that  he 
would  be  tne  better  fur  losing  his  at  pre- 
sent protected  commerce  with  England. 
But  none  of  the  young  converts  talked  free 
trade  so  glibly,  there  were  none  to  whom 
the  lessons  of  political  economy  seemed  to 
come  so  easy,  as  his  right  lion.  Friend  Sir 
G.  Clerk.  His  right  hon.  Friend  appeared 
to  think  that  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  a  piece  of  official  me- 
chanism in  that  respect ;  and  he  verily  be- 
lieved, that  there  was  no  one  in  the  House 
doubteil,  including  his  right  hon.  Friend 
himself,  that  if  the  right  non.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  had  not 
changed  hts  opinion  on  the  suhjeet,  there 
would  not  at  that  moment  be  a  stouter  or 
burlier  protectionist  in  the  llou-ie  than  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  ViccP resident  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
had  never  said,  so  far  as  he  knew,  that  ho 
had  altered  his  opinions,  and  his  right  hou. 
Friend  very  wisely  had  attempted  no  ex- 
planation ;  if  his  right  hon.  Friend  had,  he 
might  borrow  a  short  couplet  from  a  cha- 
racter in  dramatic  history  : — 
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The  right  ton.  Gentleman  the  Mombor  for 
PtHismouth  ( Mr.  Bering)  paid  a  gre&t  com- 
pGment  to  the  protectionist  benches  in 
tDtning  from  the  right  hoii.  Baronet  (Sir 
B.  Peel),  nomiDally  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
TCniment,  and  addressing  his  hon.  Friends 
■s  if  they  were  then  the  only  influential 
party  at  that  tiide  of  the  House.  The  right 
ODD.  Gentleman  seemed  very  inquisitive 
about  what  was  to  be  their  policy  if  tbey 
came  into  office.  Taking  warning  from 
the  example  of  the  last  and  the  present 
Government,  he  would  advise  his  hon. 
Friends  not  to  commit  themselveB  by  any 
pledges  or  promises  of  consistency.  An 
non.  Priend  of  his  had  just  put  into  bis 
hands  an  extract  from  an  answer  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  First  I^ord  of  the 
Treasury  (Sir  R.  Peel]  to  somewhat  of  a 
similar  question  put  to  him  in  August, 
1841.  The  right  hon.  Baronent  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  then  said — 

"  UpoQ  tbia  nibjcct  I  must  nmintain  precisely 
IbB  ume  laDgnsge  which  1  held  preTiouil;  to  tho 
diatdntion  ;  at  taj  nie,  juu  ahall  not  haie  wuse 
to  thirge  me  with  huTing.  b«lbre  the  diaaolution, 
rajHojtd  Itoffrnge  •rhieb,  now  that  I  have  ob- 
l>i»d  >  mijoritf,  1  sm  inclined  to  modify,  luid 
that  whilat  1  h&re  usiUed  in  remoTing  ;ou  Irom 
Dike  on  account  of  distinct  meaiuroe  which  you 
k»e  pTVpoaod,  I  conteinpUte  confirmiug  uiysolf 
m  power  by  propoung  mcasaros  of  the  utme  na- 
tnc.     I  teU  yon  bnokly  I  oontemphite  no  lurh 


(Sir  R.  Peel)  said  in  1841.  But  what 
liod  he  done  since  ?  So  he  would 
tocommeud     his    friends    to    observe     a 

rlent  silence  on  such  subjects.  But, 
was  persuaded  that  office  had  never 
altered  mto  the  calculationa  of  bis  bon. 
Friends.  He,  for  bis  own  part,  could 
■peak  disinterestedly,  for  he  not  only  did 
not  contemplate  office,  but  there  was  no 
office  or  situation  that  could  be  offered  to 
lum  which  he  could  accept.  His  hon. 
Friends  had  been  formed  into  an  indepen- 
dent party  by  the  desertion  of  their  former 
leaders,  and  a  simple  determination  to  op' 
pose  what  they  disregarded  as  a  dereliction 
ct  principle,  and  a  course  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  P.  Baring)  as  repre- 
senting tiie  Whig  party,  Beeraedoniy  tohe 
able  to  rt^rd  political  motives  in  connec- 
tion with  office.  For  a  constitutional  Whig 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  wonderfully 
apprehensive  of  an  appeal  to  the  constitu- 
etines.  His  hon.  Friends  neither  desired 
the  one,  nor  feared  the  other.  But  this 
much  he  wonld  say,  that  he  was  persuaded 
thej  wonld  not  shrink  from  any  responai- 
liiljtj  t]ut  ciicmnstanccB,  not  of  their  own 


seeking,  should  cast  upon  them.  It  was 
very  obvious  that  no  man,  no  matter  what 
his  abihties  might  be,  could  attempt  to 
govern  this  country,  who  could  only  com- 
mand about  a  hundred  and  twelve  or  a 
hundred  and  twenty  followers  in  that 
House  ;  and  depend  upon  it,  if  the  protec- 
tionist or  independent  party  had,  after  a 
general  election,  a  majority  m  tbat  House, 
based  upon  sound  and  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, they  would  not  long  be  without  com- 
petent men  to  lead  them  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  He  had  all  along  felt  that, 
bad  as  the  measure  was,  a  thonsand-fold 
worse  were  the  means  which  had  been 
adopted  to  carry  it.  And  up  to  that  ino< 
ment  only  three  members  of  the  Cabinet  of 
November  had  made  anything  that  could 
be  called  an  explanation  of  their  public 
conduct.  One  of  the  three  to  whom  he  al- 
luded— the  right  bon.  Baronet  the  First 
Lord  of  tho  Treasury— had  placed  his  re- 
nunciation of  tho  matured  optQions  of  thirty 
years  partly  upon  the  experience  of  the  last 
three  years,  but  principally  upon  tbe  Irish 
potato  failure— a  ground  which  he  could 
not  help  thinking  had  itself  since  failed  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  The  conversion  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  sudden — indeed  so 
sudden  as  to  spread  consternation  through- 
out the  country;  hut  there  was  something 
so  miraculously  rapid  in  that  of  the  young 
Gentlemen  who  used  to  come  out,  morning 
after  morning,  in  the  public  papers  with 
confessions  of  their  "  change  of  opinion  on 
tho  Com  Laws,"  that  if  the  subject  had 
not  been  too  serious,  it  would  have  covered 
the  whole  with  ridicule.  Such,  however,  as 
they  were,  that  was  a  section  who  professed 
to  hove  abandoned  their  former  convictions, 
and  to  act  upon  their  new  opinions.  There 
was  another  class  who  did  not  profess  to 
have  altered  their  former  opinions,  but  only 
to  act  in  opposition  to  them.  The  second 
member  of  the  Cabinet  who  had  explained, 
might  be  considered  as  the  reprcsentativo 
of  that  class;  and  tbey  hod  in  him  no 
doubt  tiie  example  of  a  great  man — the 
greatest  of  living  men — a  man  who  for 
more  than  half  a  century  had  served  his 
Sovereigns  and  bis  country  as  probably  no 
one  man  hod  ever  served  them  before.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  some  peculiar  com- 
mand of  his  Sovereign  forced  bim  to  an  act 
which,  all  must  know,  could  only  be  a  bs- 
criticc  to  him.  If  his  explanation  was  not 
perfectly  intelligible,  still  the  answer  wan, 
it  was  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  ond,  as  re- 
garded him  personally,  if  England  was  not 
satislied  she  must  be  silent.  But,  though 
the  laurels  of  Waterloo  could  not  thna  be 
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withered,  depend  upon  it  the;  would  not 
■belter  the  public  reputation  of  the  other 
nine,  who  eeemed  to  have  that  only  refuge. 
Their  conduct  waa  still  uneiplained,  it  wai 
probably  ioeiphcable.  The  remaining 
member  of  the  Cabinet  had  given  bin  ex- 
planation, as  well  by  his  acts  as  by  his 
words  ;  he  had  declared  his  principles,  and 
he  had  stood  by  them.  A  man  of  ancient 
lineage,  and  of  mind  as  noble  as  his  bir 
he  had  by  hia  manly  and  straightforwi 
conduct  done  much  to  redeem  the  hout 
of  his  order.  If  the  measure  were  to  be- 
come law,  he  earnestly  hoped  that  his  anti- 
cipations of  its  ill  effects  might  not  be  re- 
aheed.  But  at  least  throughout  the  pre- 
sent generation,  the  mode  of  carrying  it 
would  remain  an  indelible  disgrace  to  Eng- 
lish statesmanship.  It  would  impair  the 
national  character  of  England  throughout 
the  ciTiliEcd  world.  It  had  not  only  de- 
stroyed all  public  confidence  in  public  men, 
hut  the  ramifications  of  its  blighting  injury 
were  untraceable.  Making  constituents 
distrustful  of  their  representatives  —  dis- 
solving old  friendships  into  bitterness  and 
eiecratioD — setting  father  against  son, 
aon  against  father — it  had  disturbed  all  the 
relations  of  social  anil  domestic  life.  The 
whole  House,  the  entire  country,  would 
participate  in  the  evil.  All  thoxe  who  sat 
at  his  (Mr.  Shaw's)  side  of  the  House 
must  deeply  share  the  sorrow  ;  but  let  it 
be  the  consolation  of  the  friends  who  sur- 
rounded him,  and  himself,  that  they  had 
escaped  the  degradation. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER presumed  that  the  cheers  with 
which  the  remarks  of  his  right  hon.  Friend 
bad  been  received  by  those  who  sat 
around  him  were  to  oe  ascribed  ratber 
to  the  peroration  of  his  speech,  in  which 
he  hail  animadverted,  with  his  ae 
tomed  severity,  on  the  conduct  of  those 
with  whom  ho  was  formerly  connect- 
ed, hut  whom  he  now  opposed  ;  for  he 
eould  not  believe  that  any  of  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  had  attended  to  the  course 
of  evcDts  in  thid  country  since  the  com- 
menceuieut  of  the  year,  or  who  had  paid 
the  most  ordinary  attention  to  what  had 
been  passing  in  that  House,  or  to  the  re- 
ports which  had  been  laid  on  the  Table 
as  to  what  was  passing  in  Ireland,  could 
have  intended,  by  their  cheers,  to  sanction 
or  approve  the  statements  which  the  right 
hon.  (ientleman  bad  mode  with  respect  to 
the  existence  of  scarcity  in  tlie  sister  coun- 
try. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  cum- 
leech  by  stating  that  he  was 
'    ronnrm,  by  detailed  stated 
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ments,  what  he  had  hinted  at  on  former 
occasions  when  he  had  addressed  the  House 
— that  there  was  not  that  ground  for  ap- 
prehension of  scarcity  in  Ireland  which 
Oovemment  had  endeavoured  to  impreaa 
on  the  country ;  that  those  stalemeots 
had  been  made  with  the  particular  view  of 
supporting  the  Government  measure,  and 
had  no  reference  to  the  real  state  of  the 
country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
further  referred  to  the  documents  on  the 
Table  of  the  House,  for  the  proof  of  that 
fact.  lie  should  have  heard  these  statements 
with  considerable  surprise  from  any  one  ; 
but  coming  from  an  Irish  Member,  who 
ought  to  know  the  state  of  the  country  with 
which  he  was  connected,  they  had  astonished 
him.  He  had  heard  them  with  yet  more  sur- 
prise, knowing  that  the  hoo.  Member  for 
Somersetshire  had  stated  distinctly,  in  an 
early  period  of  the  debate,  that  he  was 
deeply  impressed  with  the  prevalence  of 
distress  in  Ireland,  and  was  prepared  to 
assent  even  to  a  suspension  of  the  Com 
Law,  with  a  view  to  afford  relief.  On  what 
ground  were  these  stat^^monts  said  to  be 
exaggerated  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  the  accounts  on  tho  Table 
of  the  House  represented  nothing  more 
thon  what  was  the  ordinarj-  state  of  scar- 
city in  Ireland,  If  that  be  so^if  tho  people 
of  Ireland  are  suffering  under  a  degree  of 
starvation  such  as  was  represented,  and 
which  every  day's  accounts  confirmed — if 
they  are  suffering  under  sickness  as  do- 
scribed  in  those  Papers — if  they  are  threat- 
ened, moreover,  with  increased  scarcity  ami 
increased  sickness — and  if  this  be  the  ordi- 
nary state  of  the  population  of  the  country, 
what  shall  we  think  of  those  who,  when  the 
Government  comes  before  tho  Ilomje,  and 
asksfor  the  means  of  increasing  thequantity 
of  food  in  Ireland,  and  of  preventing,  if  pos- 
sible, tbe  recurrence  of  such  calamities, 
think  it  consistent  with  their  duty  to  op- 
pose the  measures  of  the  Government,  to 
resist  tho  more  extensive  introduction  of 
food,  and  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of  com- 
fort among  a  people  whose  ordinary  stale 
was  alleged  to  be  what  these  Papers  de- 
scribe. Let  him  read  to  tbe  House  what 
were  tho  statements  with  respect  to  the 
population  of  Ireland  at  this  moment — 
whether  it  was  the  ordinary  state  or  not, 
he  would  not  stop  to  inquire.  He  would  be- 
gin with  the  most  favouredpart  of  Ireland — 
Ulster.  From  Market-hill  the  report  was — 

'■  Kurer,  iliarThaKi,  aiidd]rBpcpsLi,lLiYeiiirrpaMd 
conBidentbl)',  and  arc  in  man;  cbhs  traceable  to 
(he  OK  of  unsound  poUtoei.  It  L>  terj  prababls 
that  fever  will  brcaU  out  and  apitad,  eipsdollf 
among  Itw  lower  orders." 
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a  Belturbet,   in    Caran,    the   report 

ImepaiB,  djtenteTj,  and  durrhiea,  caused  bj 
md  food  ;  cuttien  are  without  eren  tatiiMd 
•M  for  food  ;  mnnj'  unemployed  poor  ai 
arlng  conditioD  ;  breakiDg  out  of  db 
g  from  >oarclIr  of  food." 

1  the  Tullagh  Dispeaeary,  Clare,  the 


W«r  palisnM  have  increaud  nearly  two- 
I.  oompared  with  the  lut  year  ;  manr  of  the 
anemplojcd  ;  potatoes  diilf  getting  woras." 

staterutnt  mcntiontil  the  want  of  em- 
inent. What  was  vrant  of  employment 
reland  when  food  was  scarce  ?  The 
le  of  IrelanU  were  not  generally  cm- 
sd  OD  wages :  during  great  part  of 
jear  they  lived  on  the  produce  of 
'  land;  the  potato  wan  to  them  their 
*  sahsistence  during  the  period  of  the 

in  which  they  had  no  employment. 
reforc,  when  it  was  stated  that  the 
>I«  were  unemployed,  and  that  the 
toes  on  which  they  had  relied  were  dis- 
d,  it  was  as  much  as  saying  that  there 
a  total  failure  in  the  means  of  suhsist- 
I  for  themselves  ami  their  famihes,  lie 
tt  read  similar  accounts  from  other 
.ties;  hut  Le  trusted  that  tlie  Members 
be    House  had   read  those   accounts, 

would  not  be  turned  from  giving 
lit  to  them  by  the  statements  of  the 
tbon.  Gentleman.  So  much  for  the 
0088  that  was  prevalent;  hut  the  right 

Gentleman  said  that  potatoes  were 
10  scarce,  that  there  was  no  deficiency 
mnn  any  one,  and  quoted  the  price  of 
toea  in  several  market  towns  in  Ire- 
dnring  the  month  of  January  last,  to 
esa  upon  the  House  that  tho  price  was 
UcOflsivc.  But,  he  would  ask,  why 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  informed 
I  of  the  comparative  price  in  this,  as 
nred  with  previous  years  t  Tlie  crite- 
otf  tho  pressure  on  the  population  was 
tmnparative  price  of  the  food  they  con- 
id;  and  if  it  was  double  now  what  it 
bat  year,  it  was  obTious  that  the  lower 
es  in  that  country  must  suffer  deeply 

that  pressure.  Ho  could  sliow  to 
satisfaction  of  the  House  that  the 
I  of  potatoes  in  Ireland  had  riscu  to 
«rec  that  must  cause  the  greatest 
Me  suifering.  There  had  been  a  Re- 
moved for  of  tho  price  of  potatoes  in 
«reral  market  towns  in  Ireland.  From 
it  appeared,  that  in  the  county  of  An- 
dio  price  in  IS45  was  3d.,  and  tho 
nt  price  6|d.,  being  an  increase  of 

tun  100  per  cent.    But  there  waa 


another  circumstance  to  he  home  in  mind. 
It  waa  well  known  to  every  one  in  the 
House,  that  at  a  period  when  the  whole 
crop  in  the  country  was  supposed  to  he  dis- 
eased or  unsound,  there  was  a  great  desire 
at  an  oarly  period  to  dispose  of  the  article, 
which  wotild  not  be  felt  at  another  time; 
and  if  at  such  early  period,  and  especially 
before  the  month  of  May,  those  who  had 
potatoes  had  any  doubts  of  their  soundness, 
they  rushed  to  the  market  and  disposed  of 
them  before  the  decay  should  render  them 
imsaleablo  and  useless;  thesefore  the  com- 
parison of  6\d.  in  1846,  and  3d.  in  tho 
antecedent  year,  did  not  sufficiently  repre- 
sent tho  truth  of  the  ease;  it  represented 
an  aggravation  of  price,  but  not  that  ex- 
treme distress  which  impended  over  the 
people.  He  (tho  Chancellor  of  tho  Exche- 
quer) had  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the 
ordinarypricoof  potatoes  was  2(2.  a  stone — 
thcright  hon.  Gentleman  said  4d.  Eutthe 
Papers  on  the  Table  of  tho  House  showed 
that,  at  many  market  towns  in  the  county 
of  Antrim,  to  which  tho  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  referred,  tho  highest  prices  in 
antecedent  years  had  been  2d.  a  stone, 
2^(2.,   and  2\d.,  whereas  they  had  now 

I  to  5d.   and  Gd.     At  Bushmills  the 

■.  in  1845,  was  2<i.,  in  1846,  5d.:  at 
Carriekfergus,  in  1845,  Sd.,  in  1846,  6rf.; 
at  Cushindall,  in  1845,  2d.,  in  1846,  4^.; 
showing,  therefore,  an  enormous  increase. 
The  right  hon.  Oootleman  had  said,  upon 

credit  of  some  selected  letters  from  Ire- 
laud,  that  there  was  not  any  real  scarcity 
of  food  there.  He  admitted  that  there 
were  places— in  the  county  of  Woiford,  for 
example— in  which  the  potatoes  were  not 
ajfectcd  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  other 
parts  of  tho  country ;  but  thero  wore 
large  districts,  in  different  parts  of  Ire- 
land, in  which  pits  of  potatoes  recently 
opened  were  found  either  so  putrid  as  to 
he  unfit  for  the  food  of  animals,  or  in  which 
the  quantity  not  decayed  was  e.ieeedingly 
small.  His  right  hon.  Friend  had  ridi- 
culed the  reports  of  the  persons  who  had 
been  sent  over  to  Ireland  to  ascertain  the 
of  the  potato  crop,  and  had  supposed 
that,  where  the  potatoes  were  damaged,  it 

in  consequence  of  the  remedies  sug- 
gested by  those  gentlemen  being  applied 
to  them.  AVhether  this  was  the  case  or 
not,  he  could  not  determine  from  personal 
knowledge;  hut  tho  uniform  tenor  of  the  ad- 
vices he  hod  received  was,  that  tho  people 
did  not  adopt  the  recommendation  a  of  those 
gentlemen.  Ho  should  be  happy  if  ht 
could  persuade  himself  that  the  extent  to 
which  the  disease  of  tho  poUtoes  wstT|(^ 
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likel;  to  reach  had  been  exaggerated;  but 
be  received  representation  b  every  dajr  from 
gendemen  connected  with  the  Commisaa- 
liat,  confirming  in  all  respecta  the  eod 
state  ofthe  potato  crop,  of  pits  being  opened, 
in  which  the  potatoes  were  ah nolutely  rotten. 
The  right  hon.  Gentlcmmi  had  referred  to 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Justice  Torrens,  as 
opposed  to  the  representations  given  by 
other  persons.  He  (tbe  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  knew  Mr.  Justice  Torrens,  and 
be  had  as  high  a  respect  for  bis  opinion  as 
bis  right  bon.  Friend  could  have;  but  when 
Mr.  Justice  ToirenB  wrote  a  letter  to  his 
right  hon.  Friend— [Mr.  Shaw  :  It  was 
not  a  letter.  I  quoted  a  charge  to  the 
grand  jury.]  When  that  reapccted  Judge 
stated  in  a  charge  to  tbo  grand  jury  that 
bo  observed  no  difference  in  tbe  crop  of 
potatoes,  as  be  bad  bad  no  means  of 
accurate  investigation,  he  could  not  at- 
tach so  much  weight  to  that  gentleman's 
testimony  on  that  particular  occasion,  when 
opposed  to  the  statements  of  those  who 
saw  pits  opened,  and  saw  the  condition  of 
the  potatoes  in  tbem,  lie  had  risen  merely 
with  a  Tiew  of  not  permitting  the  House 
!«  separate  this  evening  under  the  false 
impression  which  might  be  made  upon  it 
by  his  right  lion.  Friend.  He  wished  to 
point  out  the  real  circumstances  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  the  distress  in  the  country  for 
which  tbcy  had  to  provide;  taking  the  Pa- 
pers on  the  Table  as  representing  compara- 
tive prices  of  the  article,  it  would  be  seen 
that,  in  some  cases  the  prices  were  more 
than  double  what  they  had  been  in  former 
years,  and  in  all  cases  greatly  aggravated. 
And  be  thought  the  House  would  be  satisfied 
that  this  was  no  ordinary  cose  of  distress; 
that  it  was  an  occasion  which  called  upon 
tbe  House  to  make  those  exertions  to  re- 
lieve that  distress  in  which  it  had  so 
readily  concurred.  His  right  lion.  Friend 
Deemed  to  say  that  this  was  not  a  moment 
at  which  provision  ought  to  be  made  to 
increase  the  food  of  the  people,  and  said 
that  he  could  not  reconcile  to  himself  tlie 
means  which  the  Government  bad  taken 
to  eff'ect  that  object.  His  right  hon.  Friend, 
as  he  said,  did  not  consider  consei|uenccs, 
but  went  straight  to  his  object.  But  his 
right  hon.  Friend  was  not  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  public  afiairs,  nor  charged 
with  the  duty  of  relieving  Iho  wantx  uf  a 
people  Ruffering  under  the  pressure  of 
great  distress;  and  therefore  bis  right 
hon.  Friend  ought  to  make  some  allow- 
ance for  those  who,  standing  in  a  dif- 
ferent situation,  did  look  to  consequences, 
And,  placed  ia  the  responsible  position  of 


watching  over  a  people  labouriug  wider 
great  difficulties,  did  recommend  to  Par- 
liament the  adoption  of  measures  which 
they  thought  necessary,  and  made  that 
recommendation  without  ,  regard  to  (Jiat 
consistency  of  political  opinion  which  Lia 
right  hon.  Friend  deemed  to  be  so  high  a 
virtue  that  it  ought  to  stand  between  tbem 
and  the  fulfilment  of  a  duty  they  owed  to 
the  people.  But  he  coolJ  not  think  his 
right  bon.  Friend  could  reconcile  to  himself 
not  to  adopt  some  permanent  measure  of 
relief.  The  people  of  Ireland  had  been  in 
tbe  babit  of  subsisting  upon  an  article  of 
food  which  was  in  a  state  of  decay.  Tbe 
ffecls  of  that  decay  were  not  limited  to 
the  present  time  only,  hut  must  be  felt 
for  years  to  come.  Ilia  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Lincolnshire,  in  the  able  speech 
which  be  had  made  against  the  measure  of 
Government,  had  admitted  that  the  results 
of  the  experiments  he  bad  made  showed 
that  the  effect  of  tlic  decay  would  last  for 
many  years.  Under  all  these  circum- 
stances, his  right  hon.  Friend  would  have 
done  well  to  consider  what  course  it  was 
expedient  for  him  to  pursue.  It  was  not 
enough  for  him  to  say  no  to  the  measures 
of  the  Government;  hut  it  became  h'm  to 
point  out  what  course  he  would  take  to 
avert  such  evils,  and  guard  against  the  re- 
currence of  them.  Having  before  had  an 
opportunity  of  addressing  the  House  on 
tlus  subject,  he  would  not  now  enter  again 
upon  an  explanation  of  tbe  motives  which 
had  actuated  him  in  the  course  he  had 
adopted,  although  his  right  hon.  Friend 
had  repeated  his  animadversions.  He  had 
only  to  state  that,  seeing  distress  and  dan- 
ger in  the  country — thinking  they  were  not 
temporary  only — believing  that  the  only 
mode  they  were  to  be  met  was,  the  free 
admission  of  every  article  of  food,  and  that 
that  was  the  only  course  by  which  they 
were  to  bo  prevented  for  the  future — be 
had  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  his  con- 
currence to  the  proposed  measure,  however 
at  variance  it  might  be  with  his  for- 
mer opinions.  He  thought  that  being 
able  to  lay  claim  to  consistency  of  politi- 
cal conduct,  was  a  smoll  weight  in  the 
balance,  as  against  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing for   the   subsistence  of   a  famishinj^ 

The  Kahi,  f)v  MAKCn  would  not 
have  risen  at  all,  did  he  not  think  it  a 
paramount  duty  under  existing  circunt- 
stanccs  to  come  forward  and  state  his  views 
on  the  measures  which  had  been  brought 
under  their  consideration.  He  thought  a 
remark  which  had  fallen  from  the  right 
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hoa.   Gcntlem&n  who  had  jiut  sat  down,  conneeW  with  and  dvpendcnt  uprn  tbo  agrieul' 

■omewhAt     uojuit   U    regorded   his    hon.  *"™'  intorwt,  * 

Frienda  kround  him  ;  if  they  had  resolutely  ThcBt'  were  the  worda  then  used  by  the 

oppo«ed,  and  declared  they  would  oppose,  right  hon.  Gentleman.     It  had  been  stated 

an  extraordinary  measure  brought  in  under  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  by  other 

extraordinary  eircumatances,   his   remark  hon.  McmborB,  that  if  thcro  was  free  trade 

might  be  just;  but  the  fact  waa  otherwiao.  i^  p^m,  a  great  influs  of  it  might  be  at 

fle  came  now  to  the  remark,  which  had  (imca   espected   from    foreign   eountrice ; 

been  made  in  the  course  of  the  evening  by  that  it  would  bo  a  very  dangerous  thing  to 

the   hon.    Baronet   the   Member  for   Hull,  throw  the  land   in  tho  country  out  of  culti- 

He  confeaBed  that  he  was  astonished  at  the  vation,  and  make  us  dependent  upon  foreign 

coanw  which  tho  hon.  Baronet  took.     He  countries;  and  he  had  never  yet  heard  tlieso 

began  by  taking   them  over  a  long  and  arguments  answered.     He  would  now  en- 

somewhat  rambling  course  to  the  Bedford  deavour  to  show  that  other  countries  could 

Xierel,  and  works  in  conjunction  with  them,  grovr  com  cheaper  than  ua,  and  a  gr^at 

The   hon.   Baronet  said  that   Com  Laws  deal  more  com  tlian  they  did  at  presout; 

bad  ciisted  in  1600;  and  he  brought  them  and  also  that  there  would  be  great  danger 

«lown  Tcry  regularly  through  every  Com  \a  depending  on  them  for  a  constant  sup- 

Xrfiw  to  1828,  and  condemned  as  moat  un-  ply.     He  would,  for  tho  hist  time,  quote 

just  and  unwise  each  and  all  the  laws  on  from  Haniard  on  authority  of  the  greatest 

this  subject.    He  confessed,  when  he  heard  possible  weight  with  tho  right  hon.  Geu- 

thc  hon.  Baronet  como  down  to  1828,  ho  (Ionian  at  Iho  head  of  the  Govemment — 

thoagbt  that  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  namely  his  own his   own   speech  in  1842 

dispoMd  of  that  law,  and  all  others,  he  on  the  Com  Laws.     This  was  what  tho 

-would  naturally  allude  to  the  Com  Law  of  right  hon.  Baronet  awd  on  that  occasion  : — 

1842;  but,  by  a  atrango  coincidence,  the  ,  .  

hon.  Baronet  stopped  short.     He  said  not      ,"  { '"""  '">,"  *^^  ""^  'fT''  ^''■.""i:  ^ 

11  VI       I      .  .L    1         /  io<o         1  1  A  wliich  SO  much  refenncc  hn»  been  madr.    -Noir, 

a  syllaWo  abont  the  law  of  l«4J,  and  left  ,jth  „pir.i  to  Dcnniiirk.  if  you  admit  tlw  prin- 

them,  therefore,  to  conclude  that  that  law  ciple,  that  with  tho  Bvernfivii  «u  Iibvo  notliinf  tit 

was  a  perfectly  just  and  sound  one.     He  "i".  ■""»  »!"■»  tho  real  quotion  in,  what  is  tite  port 

confessed  that  nothing  he  had  heard  from  f^"'  ''"=^  «?">  *'"  «»™<'.  ""^  ^^"^  '"*«»'  P"™  j 

.1       -  I  ^  i_         n  .    .  .L    L      J    r  .1.  nnJ  what  la  tho  rate  of  freight  at  tliat  port,  and 

^e  nght  hon.   Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  (^o  e»pcn«>  of  importation  fron.  it.  which  an-  tho 

Government,  or  from  his  new  allies  on  tho  real  qupiCiuni  for  conoldcratiua  <    What  does  Mr. 

Dthor  aide  of  the  House,  had  induced  him  Moek  nay  as  to  Uciimiirk!    Mr.  Moek  ni;b,  that 

lo  alter  the  opinion  he  had  formed  as  to  duringthelnmtwcnty-SveyMMtheiivpragoprioeof 

.1 ;._  _*  ri.-    II,. 1.1 wheat  -it  Denmark  has  nern  3Pi.  lOo.  per  quarter; 

the  menta  of  thia  meaaurc.     He  could  ace  „fwiey.  H..;  andofoat-,  10..  IW.    iindV  .Uo 

no  one,   either  on  the  Treasury  bench  or  „y,  that,  in  c»»eof  ii™gui.r  and  Bteady  Oeuiaad 

on  the  other  aide  of  the  House,  who  had  nrising  in  England,  the  iiuantity  of  com  produced 

put  forward  any  aohd  or  tenable  grounds  in  Denmark  apd  Ilolsti'in  might  without  much 

for  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  Her  Ma-  difficulty  U.  conKidcrabiy  increawd :  and  in  p.ii«iug 

■.>»•■•.  ■&       ■.  ^1.  j-c  a  law  for  the  remilntion  of  our  own  coni  trade,  1* 

jestj  a  Minister*.      For  it  was  not  a  mod.fi-  .j  „„,  ^.^  ^  J;„,ij„  ,^^j  ^  ^,,^  po„ibU;tia» 

cation  of  the  law  of   184-   that   was   pro-  of  the  cnscJ    And  in  dttemiining  upon  a  pUn 

pOHcd,  bat  a  departure  from  the  principle  wliicli  may  Keriuusly  .iSect  the  agriculture  of  thi« 

of  protection— in  fact,  the   utter  abandon-  ounlry,  is  it  not  wiw  and  pro|>er  fcr  me  to  con- 

meut  of  that  principle.     They  had  had  a  j;''*|TlvrnL^    ..T.''^™  !^'  "i,  TV'l 

„         ,  .     'om\  \.   A  .u  foreign  eountnOB  at  the  present  linie,  but  what 

Lom  Law   for   dUU  years;    but   now   they  effect  might  proballj   be  produced  ui^tn  those 

had  been  raahl;  called  upon   to  adopt  and  pHcus  by  inereawd  railway  communication,  by  a 

act  upon  what  the  present   Secretary  for  regular  demand,  or  by  dimini»lnil  frcigln  f     Am 

the  CtJonica  had  well  termed  a  vain  theory  """^  ^  '»"!''• '"  '"'"' '!'  "'""'  conBidera.ion-  into 

.,     .,  r       _r    .  r        ,     i         mi    .  account  when  1  am  Irvme  to  nrraniro  a  putD  which 

-the  theory  of  perfect  free  trade.      That  ^^  ^^  permanent  and  ™ti-tactoVy.  aSd  without 

be  nught  not   mutake  the  words  of  that  pouibly  the  opportunity  of  retracing  my  sicpi  i 

ri^t    hon.    Gentleman,    he   would    quote  Mr.  Meek  further  says  that  the  rate  of  freigiit  at 

Ihem.      The  right  hon.   Gentleman   said,  Copenhagen  and  Elsinore  varies  from  3«.  to  3».f<f. 

inspeakuig  of  the  alteration  of  the   Cora  IfMU"t^:  .nd  that  the  ar^ge  price- paid  m 

..  s^^nuuiu   u     «.  .1.    u.    .        ^^,u  ji^^^^  province",  did  not  exceed  Iho  following: — 

Laws  then  proposed-  Wheat,  from  aSa.  M.  to  3Bji.  :  barley  froni  10..  Crf. 

"  That  it  would  bo  a  bcneflt  to  the  entire  com.  to  lOa. :  and  uats,  from  10..  lid.  to  1^.;  and  liu 

maaily,  at  eoDtaituaf  that  priociple  whieh   the  tayi  that,  if  the  trade  In  com  wan  steadily  aad 


raa  plcd|ed  to  maintaui,  a  reasonable  pro-  regularly  open   at  a  modcr 

■ectlaato  taeagriniltunilintereitaortheeounlry,  doubt    thnt  wheat    and    barley  could   bo   (rrown 

and  to  that  t*^B  aad  decidedly  prepondcrntiug  to    a   much   greater    extent.      I    think    then    I 

rropottfaa  tt  tba  pM^  whiob  waa  mwntiaUy  bavo  showo,  that  if  tho  average  price  of  wheat 
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the    Gorenunent   bad   cautiously  &Toidsd 


U  SSi.  lOd.  per  quarter,  and  tho  prioe  of 
freight  from  Dcnuiarit  does  not  exceed  li.,  (hat. 
at  Icaat  trom  Denmark,  an  opportunit;  would  be 
aflbrdad  bj  niy  scale  for  the  introduction  of  corn 
into  our  market,  when  the  pKee  here  wan  lower 
than  Oil.  or  62l.  Hat  pcrhapii  you  amy  sij  that 
the  qaantity  which  could  come  from  Denmark  it 
vholly  ineuniiderable :  but  Mr.  Meek  tays  that 


tart  of  Data,  in  the  udallcit  quantity  of 
•Ilj  Bhipped  for  Great  Britain;  that  ia  to  say,  at 
the  prices  which  I  have  mentioned,  from  one  coun- 
try alone,  700,000  quarters  of  com  are  exported 
from  Denmark,  and  brought  hore,  and  that  in 
yean  of  common  fertility."* 
He  could  quote  a  great  deal  more  from  the 
same  epeech,  but  would  not  at  that  late 
hour  fatigue  tho  House.  If  thJa  Htntc- 
ment  was  right  as  respected  Deamark  and 
Slaswick  Holstein  in  1842  — if  it  were 
not  right  to  depend  on  foreign  countries 
then— if  it  were  unwise  at  that  period 
to  adopt  a  measure  which  had  thrown  the 
land  in  this  country  out  of  cultivation, 
why  should  it  not  he  equally  unwise 
to  adopt  it  at  the  present  time?  This 
question  had  been  often  argued  as  if  it 
were  merely  a  landlords'  question.  He 
maintained  that  such  was  not  tho  case. 
The  first  class  that  would  suffer  by  the 
measure  was  the  tenant-farmers  and  the 
labourers.  The  small  landowner  who  re- 
uded  in  the  country,  acting  as  a  magis- 
trate, performing  a  responsible  duty  aa  a 
country  gentleman,  settling  disput«s  among 
hia  neighbours,  and  preventing  litigation, 
who  was  looked  up  to  and  respected  by  the 
poor — if  the  income  of  these  valuable  per- 
sons were  diminished,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  leare  the  countty  with  their  families  in 
order  to  escape  the  poor  rato  and  the  pres- 
sure of  the  local  burdons.  It  would  fall 
with  peculiar  severity  on  the  tenants  and 
labourers :  that  most  respectable  class  the 
yeomen,  who  lived  on  property  varying  in 
Talue  at  from  501.  to  200f.  or  300(.  a  year, 
would  bo  obliged  to  sell  their  posseaaions 
— those  men  who  enlightened  by  their  ex- 
ample, and  rewarded  the  exertions  of  the 
meritorious  labourer,  would  he  banished, 
and  thus  a  great  link  in  the  social  system 
would  be  broken.  But  the  shopkeepers  in 
the  rural  towns  would  likewise  suffer,  and 
the  mechanic  and  tho  merchant ;  for,  their 
customers  being  ruined,  they  must  share 
in  the  general  calamity.  He  must,  there- 
fore, deprecate  tho  rushing  into  a  despe- 
rate legislation  without  any  cipcricncc  of 
any  sort  to  gxudc  them  as  to  the  result. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  bead  of 
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telling  what  his  opinion  was  as  to  the  prices 
of  agricultural  produce  in  the  event  of  the 
proposed  measure  becoming  the  taw  of  the 
land,  although  that  question  had  been  most 
pertinently  asked  by  his  noble  Friend  the 
Member  fur  Lynn.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  only  stated  that  he  had  been  so  UD- 
successftd  in  his  former  predictions  regard- 
ing tho  price  of  wheat,  that  he  would  on  th« 
present  occasion  maintain  a  solemn  silence. 
He  protested  agunst  a  measure  which 
would  place  in  jeopardy  the  landowner,  the 
occupier,  tho  labourer,  and  the  shopkeeper 
in  the  rural  districts  ;  he  thought  the  mea- 
sure would  likewise  operate  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  tho  manufacturer  and  the  mer- 
chant, who  were  connected  with  any  branch 
of  our  cobnial  and  native  industry  ;  and 
entertaining  those  opinions, he  had  resolved, 
as  his  constituents  had  done  him  the  ho- 
nour to  send  him  to  Parliament,  to  vote 
against  the  measure,  and  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  prevent  panic  and  an  agitation 
from  triumphing  ever  safe,  sound  and  deli- 
berative legislation. 

Debate  adjourned. 

House   adjourned   at  half-past  Twelve 

HOUSE    OF   COMMONS, 
Wednetdaij,  March  25,  1846. 


SibtnUk—BT  Sir  O.  StrkUiod,  I 
of  ■  Ten  Houn'  (Fietory)  BUL- 
Guudivji  of  the  Mighenfell  It 
Poor  Liw  (Irdind). 


1.  toi  Alieiuian  at 


e  met  at  Twelve  o'clock. 


Lord  DALMENY  moved  tho  Second 
Reading  of  tho  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow, 
and  Scottish  Central  Railways  Junction 
Bill. 

Mr.  F.  MAULE  hoped  that  his  noble 
Friend  would  not  press  the  second  read- 
ing of  that  Bill  at  present.  He  was  not 
opposed  to  it.  but  merely  wished  it  to  be 
delayed  until  tho  Report  of  the  Committee 
that  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  all 
Amalgamation  Lines  of  Railway  should  be 


wa«  not  opposed  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  that  he  had  given  a  notice  of  a 
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llotion  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time  that 

d*y  aiz  months  ;    therefore  he  had  evoiy 

nMon  to  believe,  that  itirits  the  intention 

of  lua  hon.  Fiiend  to  oppoie  the  Bill  in  all 

it«  stages.      He  hoped  the  Houae  would 

allov  the  second  reading,  so  tliat  the  me- 

rita  of  the  Bill  might  be  gone  into  in  Com- 

jnittee,  where   he  would   be   prepared  to 

meet  all  the  objections  (hat  his  hon.  Friend 

might  there  make  to  it. 

Ub.  F.  MAULE  said,  bia  opposition  to 
that  Bill  wM  purelj  upon  public  grouoda, 
and  he  belierea  he  might  with  safety  state. 
that  it  would  be  opposed  to  the  interests  of 
his  own  constitaeutB  of  the  city  of  Perth. 
lie  was  opposed  to  it  because  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  the  entire  oommunication  be- 
tween the  north  and  south  of  Scotland 
bcome  a  great  monopoly  by  being  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  one  particular  body, 
which  the  amalgamation  of  these  two  lines 
of  railway  was  calculated  to  effect.  When 
he  had  given  his  notice  of  Motion  that  the 
Bill  should  be  read  that  day  six  mouths, 
he  was  not  aware  that  hie  hon.  Friend  tlio 
Member  for  North  Lancaabire  (Mr.  W.  Pnt^ 
ten)  had  given  notice  of  the  Uotion  for  the 
si^Muntmentof  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  of  proposed  Amalgama- 
tion Bills;  and  as  that  was  the  case,  he  did 
not  intend  to  proceed  with  the  Motion  for 
which  he  had  given  notice,  but  merely  in- 
tended to  move  in  place  of  it  (bat  the  Bill 
should  he  read  that  day  six  weeks,  which 
would  allow  sufficient  timu  for  the  Report 
of  the  Amalgamation  Committee  tu  be  re- 
cMved.  Ho  would  therefore  move  as  an 
Amendment,  that  the  Bill  should  be  read 
that  day  rix  weeks. 

Ma.  W.  PATTEN  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Committee  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  second  reading  of  that  or  any 
other  Bill ;  and  he  would  recommend  with 
regard  to  the  second  reading  of  that  Bill, 
that  the  discussion  should  take  place  upon 
its  merits  without  waiting  for  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  whose  duty  it  was  to  in- 
quire into  a  different  matter,  which  the 
second  reading  could  not  possibly  interfere 
with. 

ViicorxT  DUNCAN  was  delighted  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
(Hr.  Fatten),  who  was  Chairman  of  the 
Clasoificadon  Bill ;  and  he  would  recom- 
mend hia  hon.  Friend  to  follow  Ids  uzam- 
&He  was  opposed  to  jHwtponement. 
hon.  Friend  wished  to  obtain  time  to 
king  down  his  farces,  and  oppo:te  the 
'     '  wraaa  rf  the  BDl. 

BARING  WH  bvourablc  to  the 
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suggestion  that  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  should  be  postponed  till  the  Report  o( 
the  Amalgamation  Committee  should  be 
received,  as,  in  case  the  Bill  was  theu 
read  a  second  time,  and  allowed  to  go  into 
Committee,  and  afterwards  that  it  should 
appear  that  the  Report  of  the  Amalga- 
mation Committee  was  against  its  further 
progress,  and  it  should  then  be  tlirown  out, 
an  unnecessary  and  useless  additional  ex- 
would  have  been  iucurred;  therefore, 
s  of  optniou,  as  the  Ilouse  bad  ap- 
pointed the  Committee,  tbat  it  would  be 
much  bettor  to  postpone  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  until  the  Report  was  re- 
ceived. 

SiH  G.  CLERK  said,  that  the  House 
having  appointed  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  all  the  proposed  amalgamations,  he 
thought  it  would  bo  very  inconsistent  in 
them  if  tlicy  did  not  adopt  the  Motion  of 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire,  for  the  suspenaionof  all  Amal- 
gamation Bills.  He  would  suggest  that 
the  Motion  of  the  right  hon.  (icntteman 
the  Member  for  Perth  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
Chen  before  the  House  till  that  day  six 
weeks  should  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the 
right  lion.  Ucutlcman  would  allow  thot  Bill 
to  take  the  some  course  as  the  others ; 
and  the  House  should  uot  allow  the 
second  reading  of  that  or  any  other  Amal- 
gamation Bill,  but  that  they  sliould  all  be 
suspended  in  their  prcsout  stages,  with  thu 
>iew  that  no  prejudice  should  he  taken 
against  any  of  them  in  particular. 

Mu.  FOX  MAULB  had  no  objection 
to  withdraw  his  Motion  for  the  six  weeks' 
suapenaion,  and  aubatitute  any  other  time 
by  which  il  was  thought  the  Committee 
would  have  made  their  Keport. 

Mu.  LOCH  thought,  that  as  other 
Amalgamation  Bills  had  been  permitted  to 
go  through  the  preliminary  stages,  aud 
had  received  a  second  reodiug,  it  woidd 
look  hke  an  unjust  and  partial  proceeding 
if  the  Bill  before  the  House  were  not  to  be 
treated  in  the  same  manner, 

ViscouKT  EBRINGTON  observed  that 
his  experience  as  a  Member  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  whom  had  been  referred  a  group  of 
Caledoniau  lines  enabled  him  to  statu  that  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases  the  idea  of  com- 
petition between  railway  companies  wos 
altogether  illuaory.  Moine  general  rulc-s 
ought  uuf|uestionabIy  to  be  laid  down  aji- 
plicablc  to  different  cases  of  amalgamation, 
otherwise  great  confusion  and  inconveni- 
ence would  result  in  consequence  d"  '' 
D2 
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Committees  coming  to  all  IcintlB  of  conflict- 
iug  dccisioue.  Instead  of  appointing  a 
Committee  to  take  the  (jucstion  of  amsl- 
gamatiou  into  consideration,  the  better 
course  by  far  would  Uave  been  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  have  taken  the  matter  into 
their  own  handa,  and  to  hare  eome  before 
the  House  at  an  early  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion, prepared  with  gencrnl  rules  aud 
regulation!)  to  govern  the  conduct  of  the 
Railway  Committees  in  all  casea  of  pro- 
posed amalgamation. 

Mk.  STUART  WORTLEY  was  ft 
placing  this  Bill  in  exactly  the  same  poB 
tion  with  other  Amalgamation  Bills,  which 
hod  been  permitted  In  receive  a  second 
reading,  and  he  would  accordingly  vote 
against  the  postponement. 

Mr.  p.  M.  STEWART  was  aver 
the  second  reading,  for  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  wisest  course  that  the  House 
could  adopt  was  to  order  all  Bills  of  this 
description,  without  any  eiception  n 
ever,  to  remain  in  statu  quo  until  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  which  had 
been  appointed  to  take  the  general  ques- 
tion of  amalgamation  into  consideration 
had  been  laid  before  the  House.  If  the 
door  were  to  be  opened  for  the  admission 
of  the  present  Bill,  tJI  other  Amalgama- 
tion Bilbi  would  of  course  be  entitled  to 
enter  as  well. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER was  under  the  impression  that  the 
moment  that  they  had  resolved  to  appoint 
the  Committee  of  Amalgamation,  the 
House  had  substantially  laid  down  the  rule, 
that  until  the  dcciaion  of  that  Committee 
was  known,  all  further  proeecdings  in  the 
case  of  Amalgamation  Bills  were  to  be 
suspended,  He  was  for  adhering  to  this 
course,  and  thought  that  the  present  Bill, 
and  all  others  of  a  similar  character, 
should  be  permitted  to  fall  under  the  same 
rule.  Much  inconvenience  would  assuredly 
result  if,  on  the  strength  of  a  precedent 
which  had  been  set  last  night,  all  Railway 
Bills  of  this  description  were  to  receive  a 
second  reading,  while  the  question  which 
involved  the  course  Ifl  bo  pursued  in  refer- 
ence to  araalgamation  generally  was  still 
pending. 

Mr.  F.  MAULK  then  withdrew  his 
original  Motion,  and  moved — 

"  Thai  the  S<%and  liisding  uf  tbia  Bill  bo  puat 
ponrd  until  this  Report  or  Uw  CoinmiCtce  un  Kail 
way  Ainalgamations  eliould  have  been  laid  bcror 
the  House  ;  and  that  n  limilnr  rule  ibBll  applj  t 
all  other  Bill!  fcr  the  AnutlganuitiDn  of  Rail 
w»j>." 


Mr.  home  DRUMMOND  uud.  that 
he  should  certainly  support  the  seeond 
reading  uf  this  Bill,  as  ne  coold  see  no 
other  definite  line  to  draw  between  the 
Amalgamation  Bills  that  were  to  he  m1- 
vanced,  and  tliose  that  were  to  be  stomietl, 
than  the  passing  of  the  Motion  of  the  non. 
Member  fur  North  Lancashire,  which  luid 
this  object  specially  in  view.  IftheHouM 
were  to  go  back  to  the  first  einression  ot 
the  intention  to  interfere  with  Amalgams 
tion  BiUs,  they  could  not  apply  that  rule  to 
the  present  Bill  without  manifest  injustice; 
for  they  had  already  allowed  other  Bills  to 
be  read  a  second  time  since  that  intentioa 
waA  anuounccd.  They  could  not  treat  this 
Bill  differently  without  fixing  on  it  a  stig- 
ma which  would  affect  it  most  injuriously 
in  the  estimation  of  the  public. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Question,  that 
the  word  "now"  stand  part  of  the  Qoee- 
tion  ;— Ayes,  40  ;  Noes,  34  :  Majority,  6. 

Bill  read  2«. 

TUR-NPIKE  ROADS  (SCOTLAND). 
Mr.  F.  MAULE  moved  that  the  House 
do  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the 
inipike  Roads  (Scotland)  Bill. 
Mb.  LOCKHART  moved  as  an  Amesd- 
mt  to  substitute  the   words   that    "tie 
juse  will  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee that  day  six  nmnths."     If  the  Bill 
passed,  he  considered  that  it  would  not  at 
all  diminish  the  number  of  toll-houses  sell- 
ing spirits.  It  was  begiimiug  at  the  wrong 
;  it  would  be  far  better  to  revise  the 
system  of  licenses. 

"ii.  F.  MAL'LE  said,  the  House  had 
already  divided  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  he  liod  hoped  that  there  would 
have  been  a  second  discussion  and  a 
secoud  division  upon  its  principle.  Except 
upon  public  grounds,  he  should  not  have 
interfered  in  the  matter ;  but  there  were 
crying  evils  arising  from  the  sale  of  spirits 
at  toll-houses.  It  was  well  known  to  al- 
every  hon.  Member  present  that  the 
practice  of  selling  spirituous  liquors  at  toll- 
was  a  privilege  which  at  various  times 
had  been  grievously  abused.  Some  most 
frightful  crimen  had  been  committed  in 
houHCS  of  that  description — witness  the 
<iilmerton  case.  Still  he  thought  that  » 
])rohibitiun  respecting  the  sale  of  refresh- 
meuts  at  toU-bars  ought  not  to  be  rendered 
universal.  Such  n  priiilege,  however, 
ought  to  be  the  exception,  and  not  the 
rule.  He  should  not  object  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  clause  giving  the  magislratea 
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t  ducretioDuy  power  of  licensing  those 
hoiuea  in  ccrtun  ckftes. 

Sir  J.  H'TAGGART  should  vote 
agiinst  going  into  Committee,  unless  ex- 
ceptions were  mode  in  eertaiu  cases. 

Mb.  FORBES  thought  it  was 
sarj  to  define  tbe  duticn  of  the  m&gistniti 
in  reference  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  p.  M.  STEWART  was  of  opinion 
that  refreahments  should  not  ho  sold 
bam    nnlesa  when  thej  were   situate  at  a 
fCreat  distance  froni  public  tiouaes. 

Hb.  FORBES  MACKENZIE  t 
posed  to  the  Bill,  hut  he  thought  the  whole 
subject  of  licenses  ought  tu  he  inquired 
into ;  and  if  no  other  hon.  Member  submit- 
'ted  a  Motion  to  the  House  for  inquiry,  he 
iToold  himself. 

Mr.  home  DRUMHOND  said,  he  was 
glad  to  hear  from  the  right  hoii.  Gentlc- 
inan  that  the  Bill  was  to  l>e  so  far  ini- 
prored  that  a  modification  was  to  tie  made 
of  the  prohibition  of  licenses  at  toll-bars; 
but  still  he  could  not  withdraw  his  opposi- 
lion.  He  did  not  oppose  it  on  the  ground  of 
no  isterference  with  the  system  of  licensing 
in  Scotland  being  necessary.  On  (he  con- 
trarj,  he  considered  the  subject  full  of  abuse, 
and  would  give  his  cordis)  support  to  tlio 
Motion  which  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Peebles  had  expressed  bis  intention  to 
BUtke.  This  Bill  be  considered  sltogethcr 
tiifling  with  the  subject  as  to  the  moral 
effects  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
attached  so  much  importance,  and  praeti- 
callj,  if  it  should  pass,  it  would  be  found 
Dselesa  and  unworkable. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Question,  th&t 
the  wortls  proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand 
of  the  gucstion  :— Ayes,  30     " 
Majority,  12. 

Lift  of  the  Atbb. 
Bsring,  rt.  ban.  F.  T.        Ilodgwo,  R. 
Bodkin.  W.  H.  Howsrd,  P.  11. 

Jolliffi',  Sir  W.  G.  H. 
Labouchpre.  rt.  hon,  II. 
M'TsfSBrt,  Sir  J. 
MorriMn,  J. 
O'Brien,  .4.  S. 
Soropo,  G.  P. 
Sejmer,  II.  K, 
.SlewBTt.  P.  M. 
Strieklnmt,  SirG. 
Thomfly.  T. 


{Irelmdi. 


dpart 


finrfnld,  W. 
Urew,  W.  II.  P. 
Cdorteiuy,  Lord 
thniMD.  E.  B. 
DickinaoD,  F.  II. 
Ebringtoo,  Viwrt. 
EUicv,  rt.  boa.  L. 
EtwmU.  R. 
FOI.S.  L. 
Frawen,  C.  II. 
Faller.  A.  E. 


1,  J,  T. 


(inj.  It.  hon.  Sir  G.  tklli 

IU««s,  B.  Maule,  F. 

Hnlr;,  J.  V.  Ilonimii.  T. 

List  of  the  Noes. 
ArtatbDOt,  bon.  U.  BaiUic,  W. 

Arfcwrlgl«,0.  B*ird,W. 


Boldero.  H.  C. 

Packe.  C.  V. 

Buckley,  E. 

KoUerton,  C. 

Denninouii.  .1. 

Trebiwnj,  J.  S. 

Egerton,  W.  T. 

WooJ.C. 

K«rl>cs,  W. 

Worllej.  hon.  J. 

Ilo[jo,  Sir  J. 

Ilouldsworth,  T 

Loekhnrl,  A,  E, 

Mackcniie,  T. 

Maekeniie.  W.  F 

Clause    2, 

after 

three   divisions. 

Mk.  F.  HAULE  said,  ho  should  with- 
draw the  Bill.  lie  had  done  what  he  could 
to  remove  the  stigma  that  attached  to  mak- 
ing the  turnpikes  pothouses.  After  this, 
if  any  accidents  occurred  in  consequence 
of  drunkenness  at  these  places,  the  Go- 
vornraent  would  be  responsible  for  them. 

Mn.  S.  WORTLEY  suggested  that  the 
whole  subject  bad  letter  l>e  referred  to  a 
Committee  up-tlairs.  When  he  found  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  Scotch  Repre. 
sentativcs  against  the  Bill,  he  thought  him- 
self justified  in  assisting  to  defeat  it,  hut 
he  was  favourable  to  the  object  mainly 
proposed  to  bo  attained. 

House    adjourned    at  half-past    Four 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Thurtdaii.  March  26,  1846. 

.]    Pl'SLlf! 


FEVER  (IRELA.ND). 
The  Eaul  of  CLANCARTY  said,  he 
wished  to  put  a  question  to  his  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  St.  Germans).  Itwould 
:mombered  that  a  BiU  had  been  brought 
up  on  Friday  last,  from  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  to  make  provision  for  the  ap- 
prehended prevalence  of  fever  in  Ireland. 
That  Bill,  by  a  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders,  bad  gone  througli  all  its  stages. 
and  had  become  the  law  of  the  land.  It 
was  a  nicaaurc  nhicli  hod  been  conceived 
in  a  spirit  of  benevolence,  and  as  such  he 
should  not  have  offered  the  aligbtest  oppo- 
sition to  the  speedy  passing  of  it.     r" 
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that  pnuitc  was  duo  equallj  to  both,  kimI 
the  omiHHioD  of  the  mention  of  one  was,  ha 
presumed,  a  uiintakp. 
Houne  adjourned. 


howcrer,  muat  remark  that  an  addition  hod 
been  m«le  to  the  Bill  in  the  Commona  hj 
the  addition  to  the  word  "  fever"  of  "  and 
Other  dinenses."  Now  the  Bill  was  a  mea- 
sure of  emergency  to  meet  the  fever  ap- 
prehended, and  BO  far  it  was  right;  but 
under  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Act,  the  boards 
of  guardians  }iad  full  power  to  act  in  other 
cases.  lie  believed  the  real  value  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Law  was  that  it  was  calculated 
to  carrj  out  the  social  regeneration  of  that 
country,  under  its  administration  by  local 
boards  of  guardians;  and  he  wished  to 
know  from  hia  noble  Friend  whether  the 
Government  felt  that  there  had  been  exhi- 
bited aueh  an  indifference,  ueglcet,  or 
omission  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  boards 
of  guardians  in  Ireland,  as  to  render  the 
Bill  to  which  he  alluded  necessary,  and 
whether  there  had  been  any  communica- 
tion between  the  boards  and  the  Govern- 
ment prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

The  Kakl  of  ST.  GERMANS  replied 
that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  Hssuring  his 
noble  Friend,  that  by  passing  the  measure 
alluded  to,  there  had  been  no  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  Govenunent  to  cast  any  re- 
flection whatever  on  the  boards  of  guanliana 
in  Ireland.  If  his  noble  Friend  would  re- 
fer to  the  Bill,  he  would  sec  it  wna  only  a 
temporary  measure  passed  for  one  year, 
and  that  it  actually  increased  the  powers 
of  the  boards  of  guanliana  to  order,  in  case 
of  sickness,  not  anly  medicine  but  nutri- 
ment to  be  administered  to  the  poor  at 
their  own  dwellings.  He  was  hapjiy  to 
bear  his  testimony  to  the  general  zeal  and 
effieieney  of  the  boards  of  guardians  in 
Ireland. 

TOE  NAVT— THE  BELLEROPHON  AND 
THE  CALCUTTA. 
The  Eaul  of  IIABDWICKE  regretted 
that  a  noble  Friend  of  his,  who  was  not  in 
his  place,  had  not  when,  a  few  evenings 
ago,  speaking  of  the  fitting  out  of  the 
Bcllerophon,  and  of  the  praise  due  to  the 
ofGcers  and  men  engaged  in  it,  noticed  the 
fact  of  another  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
having  been  fitted  out  at  the  same  time  in 
aii  equaUy  scamanlike  and  expeditious 
manner,  the  only  Jifferenec  being,  that 
one  was  fitted  out  at  Portsmouth,  and  pro- 
ceeded toSpithead;  the  other  at  Plymouth, 
and  proceeded  to  the  Sound.  He  thought 
equal  credit  was  due  to  both,  and  regretted 
that  bis  noble  Friend,  when  he  brought  the 
Mubjeet  before  their  Lordnbips,  had  consi- 
dered it  uecessarT  to  speak  but  of  one. 
The  Eahl  of  ELLENBOROUGH  said. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
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L«w. — Sj  Co1dii«1  Rollettoo.  trom  Fmholden  and 
olhiTB  at  Svuem  BoDPlq^n,  «giln(  lh«  Poor  RanivBl 
Bill.— By  ColoHl  RoUbiod,  bam  Ibc  Prabpitj  at  Dor, 
In  rmvoui  of  Uw  Tuinpikc  Boodi  (ScoUuidJ  HU. 


PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBSON  requested  to 
know  if  it  were  quite  decided  that  the 
Irish  Coercion  Bill  should  take  jirecedeuco 
of  the  other  Orders  of  the  Day  on  Monday 
next,  or  whether,  upon  subsequent  consi- 
deration, the  right  hon.  Bnronet  had  not 
thought  it  better  to  let  the  Com  Bill  pro- 
ceed first  ? 

Sir  R.  peel  had  stated,  on  a  former 
the  intentions  of  Her  Majesty's 
regarding  the  precedence  ot 
Ihe  several  measures  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  they  had  seen  no  reason 
since  to  alter  their  determination.  The 
"  Bill  for  the  Prevention  of  Assassination 
in  Ireland,"  for  he  did  not  call  it  a  Coer- 
cion Bill,  he  hod  stated  should  be  brought 
forward,  and  he  bad  added  that  it  was  the 
only  Government  Bill  which  should  be  per- 
mitted to  interpose  between  the  remaining 
stages  of  tbc  Com  Bill.     lie  had  statea 
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tluit  it  should  be  re&d  a  first  time  on  Mon- 
iUt  next,  nnd,  with  that  Binglo  oxcaption, 
no  other  public  hiuineu  whatBoerer  ahould 
interfere  with  the  ptwreH  of  tho  Corn 
BiiL 

Mr.  UILNER  QIBSON  supposed  th&t 
the  right  boa.  Baroaet  was  not  aware,  he 
pn>b«blj  had  not  been  in  tho  Ilouac  when 
the  hon.  Baronet  near  him  (Sir  W.  Somer- 
ville)  announced  bis  intention  of  proposing 
an  Amendment  to  the  Motion  for  the  first 
reading. 

SiK  R.  PEEL  was  not  awaro  that  notice 
bad  been  giTon  of  anj  Amendment;  and  ho 
did  hope  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  fed,  that  aa  there  woidd  bo  so 
manj  opportunities  of  diseuaaion  afforded 
Inring  the  manj  subsequent  stagos  through 
which  the  Bill  would  have  to  pass,  do  de- 
bate would  be  nrgcd  upon  the  first  reading. 
He  trusted  that  hon,  Geuttemen  would  per- 
etaic  that  abundant  opportunities  would  be 
■fibrded  to  diacuas  the  Bill,  to  render  it  iin- 
necewary  for  diem  to  adopt  the  course  of 
ctmunencing  an  opposition  so  early  as  the 
tint  reading,  uid  thereby  delaying  the  pro- 
gress of  the  other  important  nieaitures. 

Ur.  O'CONNELL  said,  that  no  one 
eoold  regret  more  than  he  did  that  any  de- 
lay should  be  given  to  those  important 
mcasnrM.  He  was  exceedingly  unwilling 
to  interfere  with  the  progress  of  the  Com 
Laws;  but  to  the  other  (the  Coercion)  Bill, 
be  and  the  hon.  Members  near  him  were 
bound  to  giro  every  apposition  in  their 
power. 

Su  B.  PEEL  must  adhere  to  the  ori- 
ginal intentituiB  of  the  OoTemment. 

THE  LAW  OF  SETTLEMENT. 
Mr.  BANKES  rose  to  move  for  a  Se- 
lect Committee,  to  inquire  into  the  Laws 
relating  to  the  Settlement  and  Removal  oC 
the  Poor.  It  was  from  a  desire  that  the 
two  measures — the  Com  Bill,  and  wbat 
wonld  really  be  a  SetUement  Bill — should 
Kceooipany  each  other  to  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  that  he  now  rose  to  n 
the  present  Motion.  Other  measures 
been  promised  in  the  original  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet — measures  which 
should  aecompaiiy  the  Com  Law — but  thi  _ 
were,  in  bis  opinion,  of  such  little  import- 
ance, that  witJi  regard  to  them  he  cUd 
think  it  necessary  to  adopt  the  same  coi 
wbidi  be  now  Felt  it  his  duty  to  adopt  with 
regard  to  the  law  of  settlement.  The 
right  hn.  Baronet  had  pointed  out  also 
Ac  erila  of  the  present  law  of  settlement 
in  hit  or^nid  •t«t«ment.     The  right  hou. 


Baronet  bad  said,  that  under  the  present 
law  the  labourer  having  spent  the  best  of 
bis  life  and  energy  in  the  manufacturing 
districts,  was  compelled  in  old  age  and 
ftdvcraity  to  return  to  bis  homo  in  the 
agTicultura!  counties.  Ho  had  said,  that 
the  Government,  by  their  new  law  of  set- 
tlement, proposed  to  relieve  tho  land  of  a 
burden,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  an 
act  of  kindness  and  justice  to  the  labour- 
ing man,  by  giving  him  a  "settlement" 
after  an  industrial  residence  of  five  years, 
tliout  any  subsequent  power  of  removal, 
Hu  was  far  from  charging  tbe  Hgbt  hon. 
Baronet  with  intentionally  deceiving  the 
public;  but  the  fact  was,  that  the  public 
had  been  misled  bj  tbe  language  of  tha 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  had  expected  a 
different  measure  from  that  which  had  re* 
itly  been  produced.  The  word  "set- 
tlement" had  been  used  throughout  tbe 
speech  of  the  right  l)on.  Baronet ;  and  the 
public  had  consequently  expected  tliat  tho 

lure  would  have  been  a  measure  giv- 

in  absolute  settlement  to  the  labourer 
after  five  years'  residence.  He  did  not 
say  that  tho  public  had  drawn  a  fair  infer- 
ence from  the  language  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet;  but  they  had  put  a  meaning  upon 
it  different  from  tho  enactments   of  the 

luro  befora  the  House.  Tbe  sUte- 
mcnt  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  pro- 

d  a  "settlement"  to  the  labourer; 
but  tbe  Bill  gave  nothing  but  a  right  to 
irremoveability.  It  was.  therefore,  most 
'  -able  that  the  House  should  under- 
stand tho  exact  nature  of  this  measure 
and  tbe  real  intentions  of  the  Government; 
and  that  before  the  third  reading  of  tbe 
Com  Bill  a  clear  understanding  sbould  be 
had,  and  full  inquiries  entered  into,  with 
regard  to  it.  He  would  not  now  enter 
into  the  right  or  wrong  of  tbe  present  pro- 
posal. He  admitted  that  ho  himself  ap- 
proved of  settlement  iIorivc<l  from  an  in- 
dustrial residence  of  five  or  even  fewer 
years ;  but  with  regard  to  the  present  Bill 
tbe  case  was  altogether  diSercnt.  A  set- 
tlcmeut  was  not  given  by  it,  and  he  could 
not  approve  of  it  as  it  stood.  The  Bill 
was  set  down  for  a  second  reading  on 
Monday  next ;  but  be  was  of  opinion  that 
it  could  not  attain  to  such  a  progress, 
and  ho,  therefore,  had  a  right  to  draw  the 
attention  of  tbe  PIousc  to  the  subject,  in 
order  that  they  might  understand  precisely 
what  were  tbe  views  of  the  Government 
with  reference  to  tbe  principle  of  the  mea> 
sure.  If  tlic  House  would  agree  to  hia 
Motion,  and  permit  tbe  appointment  of  & 
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Select  Committee,  he  slionU  io  Commit- 
tee at  once  propoee  that  the  Bill  ehould 
be  divided  into  two  parte — one  part 
fined  to  the  important  question  of  remi 
and  the  other  roguhiting  the  machinery 
by  which  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  wore  to 
be  carried  into  effect.  To  some  of  tbe 
clauses  of  the  Bill  he  had  no  objcctio 
urge ;  but  to  others  he  could  not  )^ve  his 
assent.  For  instance,  some  of  the  clauses 
gave  additional  powers  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners.  Those  powers  were  al- 
ready, to  say  the  least,  quite  large  enough, 
and  he  could  not  consent  to  their  enlarge- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  portions  of  the 
Bill  which  regulated  its  machinery,  there 
was  no  cause  for  hurry.  The  details  re- 
lating to  that  machinery  would  involve  a 
considerable  deal  of  discuSBion,  and  might 
well  be  postponed;  but  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  ought  to  be  discussed:  it  was  of  the 
ntmost  importance,  and  could  not  be  dis- 
cussed too  anxiously  or  too  soon.  But  re- 
taining that  part  of  the  Bill  which  in- 
cluded its  important  principle,  they  would, 
by  a  full  inquiry  and  subsequent  legislation 
of  a  more  extensive  nature,  in  fact  be  ac- 
eonplishing  the  great  advantage  which  was 
intended,  namely,  the  benefit  to  the  poor 
inau  himself,  to  the  fuU  extent  of  the 
original  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net. That  principle,  he  conceived,  was, 
that  in  consequence  of  a  residence  of  a 
small  number  of  years — five  or  three  years 
— they  should  give  a  right  of  settlement, 
as  well  as  a  right  to  relief.  Now  this 
comprised  the  whole  subject  of  the  ques. 
tion,  and  would  be  rectifying  a  great  omis- 
sion of  the  present  Poor  Law.  It  was 
already  granted  hy  the  Government,  tliat 
the  residence  of  live  years  should  not  only 
entitle  the  poor  man  to  relief,  but,  in  the 
event  of  any  indutj'ements  being  held  out 
to  him,  so  OS  to  bribe  him  to  go  to  a  coun- 
try district,  that  such  offence  should  be 
Tisited  hy  a  penalty.  He  perfectly  agreed 
with  the  right  bun.  Baronet,  that  it  was 
a  hardship  in  the  extreme  to  induce  any 
man  who  was  sneering  from  misfortune 
And  poverty  to  go  to  a  county  with  which 
all  connexion  was  lost,  in  which  all  his  ties 
were  broken,  and  with  which  he  could  have 
no  relation  whatever,  or,  in  fact,  any  induce- 
ment to  return  there.  The  Government 
should  make  an  alteration  in  the  law  of  set- 
tlement, by  which  the  promise  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  be  fulfilled,  and  the 
expectations  of  the  poor  of  the  country  not 
disappointed.  He  thought  it  was  not  wise 
or  right,  after,  perhaps,  a  long  residence 


in  a  manufaetaring  town,  to  induce  any 
one  to  go  into  an  agricultural  district. 
He  therefore  hoped,  that,  after  having 
obtained  the  benefit  of  the  right  to  relief, 
they  would  not  deprive  the  poor  man  of  some 
sufficient  right  of  settlement;  for  other- 
wise it  was  only,  in  fact,  offering  him  an 
invitation,  at  tbe  best,  to  reside  in  the 
workhouse.  By  the  present  measure  the 
Government  were  holding  out  hopes  to  the 
poor  man  which  they  wnuld  not  realiie  to 
his  L-omforts.  It  was  not  enough  to  offer 
a  man  relief  after  five  years'  residence. 
He  was  entitled  to  a  permanent  settle- 
ment. If  nothing  but  a  bare  right  to  the 
harshness  and  severity  of  the  union-hotise 
were  offered  to  the  pauper  after  that  reai- 
dence,  he  would  not  desire  to  remain  in 
the  maoufacturing  town.  He  would  be- 
come, as  he  now  was  liable  to  become, 
a  burden  upon  the  agricultural  district 
which  he  had  left  in  early  life.  As  far 
as  the  Bill  now  upon  the  Table  went, 
they  were  not  adding  to  the  poor  man's 
comfort,  but  they  were  in  reality  increa»> 
ing  his  troubles,  by  adding  to  his  disap- 

E ointments.  For  the  reasons  he  hod  stated, 
c  trusted  that  the  Oovemmcnt  would  not 
refuse  to  grant  this  modification  of  the  law 
of  settlement,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
maintained  all  the  benefits  which  they 
sought  to  obtain  by  their  new  Bill.  He 
trusted  that  no  Member  in  the  Honse 
would  consider  this  question  to  be  a  party 
one,  or  that  be  had  brought  it  forward  for 
the  purpose  of  a  political  party.  He  be- 
lieved he  might  say,  that  he  might  calcu- 
late on  the  support  of  the  majority  of  those 
even  on  tlie  Opposition  side  of  the  House. 
The  Government  had  stated  that  they  were 
anxious  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
settlement  of  the  poor;  and,  he  would  ask, 
why  had  they  not  set  about  carrying  out 
their  desires  1  In  many  towns  in  thin 
kingdom  there  was  aw  anxiety — and  he 
must  admit  that  it  was  a  justifiable  anxiety 
— to  have  the  question  fully  considered  and 
settled.  Be  believed  that  it  would  he 
much  better  settled  by  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, than  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
He  was  most  anxious  to  learn  from  the 
Members  of  the  Government  why  it  was, 
that,  having  stated  the  principles  which 
they  had  professed  to  entertain  on  the 
question,  they  liad  stopped  short  in  carry- 
ing them  into  effect '(  And,  why  was  it, 
that,  having  considered,  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  said  he  did,  in  that  most  able 
statement  to  which  ho  had  before  alluded, 
that  the  labourer  had  earned  his  right  to  a 
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Mttkmont  by'a  fir«  years'  residence,  he  he- 
Mtsted  to  confer  it  npon  him  ?  If  his  right 
bra.  Friends  on  the  Treaaurj  heoch  thotiitht 
fit  to  carry  out  to  its  full  extent  the  idoa 
dimlT  shAdoired  forth  In  this  Bill,  thej 
Toold  be  able  to  do  so.  If  thej  added 
their  112  to  the  242  of  lua  Fnenda  near 
faim,  they  would  he  able  to  carry  out  the 
kind  *nd  excellent  idea  upon  which  it  hod 
been  «U^;ed  the  present  Bill  was  founded. 
There  were,  too,  many  hon.  Members  on 
the  other  aide  of  the  llouse,  irho  would,  in 
nieh  a  cause,  willingly  support  and  join 
them.  He  wished  also  to  know  why,  un- 
der a  law,  so  shadowed  forth,  as  it  hod 
been  by  its  proposer,  if  an  operative  Bhould 
go  for  m  time  to  seek  his  bread  in  the  agri- 
cultural diatricta,  and  Hubsequently  return- 
ed, why  the  doors  were  to  be  shut  against 
him  in  the  manufacturing  districts  which 
he  had  left?  They  would  tell  tlie  paupor 
then  that  he  had  no  settlement,  and  that 
he  had  no  rif^t  to  return.  They  would 
tell  him  that  he  had  no  right  to  continue 
in  the  manufacturing  towns  in  which  he 
bid  spent  the  best  part  of  his  existence ; 
bnt  if  he  chose  to  go  in  to  the  agricultural 
diilriete  in  search  of  employment,  he  must 
tike  his  chance ;  that  he  bad,  in  fact,  he- 
fome  a  gambling  speculator  in  his  indus- 
try, and  that  he  must  now  bo  content 
without  any  sort  of  relief,  because  he  had 
htd  the  rashness  to  go  forth  in  the  ho- 
nest pursuit  of  employment  for  his  labour. 
He  returned,  perhaps,  after  two  or  three 
months'  absence;  and  after  all  his  exer- 
timB  to  get  employment  in  other  places, 
the  poor  man  would  be  compelled  to  say 
that  he  bad  come  back  to  that  place  where 
be  bad  worked  all  his  life,  and  where  only 
be  had  a  claim  for  relief.  But  he  would 
mder  the  present  law  be  rejected :  his 
right  to  relief  would  be  lost  by  his  laud- 
shle  desire  to  employ  himself  where  em- 
ployment was  most  likoly  to  bo  found. 
Sneh  was  one  objection  be  bad  to  the  Bill, 
■nd  there  were  many  others  into  which 
he  would  not  enter.  But  if  hia  suggestion 
were  adopted,  of  diyiding,  in  Committco, 
this  Bill  into  two  parts— one  part  relating 
to  the  machinery  of  the  Bill,  and  the  other 
to  the  substantial  merits  of  the  question  of 
settlement — a  report  might  be  produced  in 
a  few  days.  It  was  for  these  reasons  he 
would  move  for  a  Select  Committee.  A 
discussion  for  two  or  three  days,  at  the 
most,  would  enable  them  to  form  a  mea- 
sure which  wonld  be  more  acceptable  to 
tha  agricultnral  and  other  interests  gene- 
rally, than  the  measure  which  had  been 


hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by  moring 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  said,  that  he  wag 
sure  that  the  House  would  condemn  bim, 
ond  he  himself  thought  that  be  should  be 
inexcusable,  if  he  wore  led  by  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemon  into  a  protracted  de- 
bate on  the  question  of  the  Poor  Law, 
which  would  materially  interfere  with  the 
important  discussion  they  were  now  en- 
gaged in — namely,  the  debate  on  the  Se- 
cond Reading  of  the  Com  Bill.  He  was 
most  anxious  to  come  to  a  clear  under- 
standing with  respect  to  the  law  of  re- 
moval. The  speech  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment on  that  subject,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  most  clear  and  intelligible,  notwith- 
standing the  impression  it  seemed  to  have 
producedon  the  mindof  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
If  he  understood  the  points  raised  by  the 
bon.  Gentleman,  they  were  two,  both  aris- 
ing from  a  strange  and  forced  construction 
put  on  two  expressions  which  had  fallen 
from  his  right  bon.  Friend.  The  first  of 
these  points  was  with  regard  to  the  law  ' 
of  settlement;  and  the  second  was  that 
intended  as  an  accom- 
paniment to  the  Com  Law.  With  respect 
to  the  first,  be  roust  state,  that  if  it  were 
his  lot  to  open  this  Removal  Bill  to  the 
UouBF  according  to  his  apprehension  of  the 
subject,  the  speech  made  by  bis  right 
hon.  Friend,  and  which  was  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Bankea),  was  the 
most  accurate  description  which  could  be 
given  of  the  objects  of  the  Bill  that  was  on 
the  Table  of  the  House.  Under  the  cor- 
rection of  the  highest  legal  authorities  of 
the  House,  be  should  state  that  it  would 
be  difGcult,  if  not  impossible,  to  deal  with 
the  law  of  removal  without  dealing  with  the 
law  of  settlement;  because  the  law  of  re- 
moval was  part  and  parcel  of  the  law  of 
settlement.  It  was  on  that  account  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  stated  bis  intention 
of  dealing  with  the  law  of  settlement.  The 
principle  of  the  measure,  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  pass  through  the  House,  was, 
that  after  an  industrial  residence  of  fivo 
years,  a  man  should  be  entitled,  though 
chargeable,  not  to  be  removed.  He  thought 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend  spoke  from  a 
memorandum  still  extant,  which  was  a  con- 
clusive proof  that  there  was  no  inaccuracy 
in  his  description.  With  reference  to  the 
next  objection,  this  measure  was  never  in- 
tended by  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  part 
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of  a  compact  td  give  compensation  to  tliose  the  Bill 
who  might  be  AggricTed  b;  the  Com  Laws. 
It  wa.>  announced  to  the  Uouse  as  a  mea- 
sure brought  forward  in  connectiou  with 
the  landed  interest,  and  it  wan  a  measure 
clearlj  conducive  to  the  public  good,  and 
one  which  might  stand  bj  itself,  perfectly 
independent  of  any  other  measure;  and  for 
his  part,  so  far  from  regarding  it  as  an 
accompanying  measure,  and  a  necessary 
adjunct,  he,  for  one,  was  prepared  to  sup- 
port it  at  all  times,  without  reference  to  the 
Com  Bill,  and  was  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Com  Laws,  and  in  support  of 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  even 
though  it  shonld  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Le- 
gislature to  reject  this  Bill,  or  any  other 
Bill  which  might  be  considered  as  an  ac- 
companiment. So  far,  with  reference  to 
the  expressions  referred  to.  The  hon. 
Uember  had,  he  thought,  declared  that  on 
the  whole,  lie  was  favourable  to  this  Bill, 
and  wished  to  promote  its  progress;  but  he 
(Sir  J,  Graham)  must  say,  that  in  all  his 
eipcriencc  he  never  heard  of  a  more  ex- 
traordinary Uotinn  liy  one  seeking  to  pro- 
mute  the  progress  of  a  Bill,  than  propos- 
ing that  it  should,  before  its  secoud  read- 
ing, be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
lie  understood  the  hon.  Uember  to  move 
for  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
law  of  removal  and  settlement.  [Mr. 
BA^'KEK  :  For  the  purpose  of  framing  an- 
other Bill.]  He  now  understood  the  hon. 
Member.  He  had  the  BtU  before  him 
standing  for  a  second  reading  on  Monday 
next,  and  it  contained  most  important  pro- 
visions with  reference  to  the  law  of  re- 
moval, which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dorsetshire 
were  conducive  to  the  well-being  of  the 
working  classes.  [Mr.  Bamkf.s:  To  some 
of  them.  J  Those  provisions  would  not  be 
injurious  to  any  party,  and  would  be  more 
particularly  beneficial  to  the  landed  in- 
terest, which  the  hon.  Gentleman  rep  re- 
sented. This  Bill  stood  for  a  second  read- 
ing on  Monday  next;  and  instead  of  pro- 
moting its  progress,  and  proposing  that  it 
shoulil  bo  read  a  second  time  without  any 
opposilion,  and  that  the  Bill  should  be  com- 
mitted on  a  certain  day,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's proposition  was  to  give  the  go-by  to 
this  Bill,  and  to  send  the  whole  subject  be- 
fore a  Select  Committee,  taking  hia  chance 
as  to  the  result.  Was  there  any  one 
prapositiou  that  he  contended  for,  or  any 
one  objection  that  might  not  be  raised 
after  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  ?  The 
HoQse  was  almost  unanimous   in  reading 
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second  time,  because  to  the  priu. 
ciple  of  the  Bill  there  waa  do  objection.  If 
there  were  no  objection  to  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  it  might  he  re*d  a  second  time  on 
Monday  next,  and  stand  for  Committee  on 
a  future  day  :  and  on  the  Motion  that  the 
Speaker  should  leave  the  Chair  for  going 
into  Committee,  the  whole  qucs^on  might 
be  advantageously  discussed.  The  first 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  was  to 
divide  the  Bill  into  two  parts.  He  ob- 
jected to  that,  because  the  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  deal  with  the  whole  law  of 
removal  and  to  consolidate  it.  It  dealt 
with  whole  statutes,  and  parti  of  statutes, 
and  would  put  the  law  of  removal  in  a  per- 
fect state.  This  preposition,  as  it  now 
stood,  was  not  a  new  proposition.  In 
1844  he  (Sir  J.  Graham)  had  the  honour 
of  proposing  a  similar  proposition,  hut  one 
which  was  coupled  with  another  proposed 
alteration,  which  was,  that  parochial  set- 
tlement should  be  broken  down,  and  that 
union  settlement  should  be  substituted  in 
its  stead.  That  was  objected  to  in  the 
House;  and  he  thought  tliat,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  it  would  not  be 
a  fair  proposition  to  give  to  industrial  re- 
sidence the  right  of  irremoveabibty.  unless 
coupled  with  the  condition  that  union  setUe- 
ment  should  be  substituted  for  parochial 
settlement.  Ho  did  not  press  the  Motion. 
He  still  adhered  to  tiic  opinion,  consider- 
ing all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that 
the  proposition  now  made,  of  clearly  con- 
fining the  principle  of  irremoveabibty  to 
the  heads  of  families,  without  conferring  he- 
reditary settlement,  was  a  fair  proposition. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  it  would  afford  great 
relief  to  the  rural  districts  of  this  country, 
and  would  throw  an  additional  burden  on 
the  town  districts.  At  the  present  moment, 
considering  the  largo  and  extensive  me*- 
aure  now  under  discussion,  be  thought  that 
the  second  reading  of  this  measure  should 
pass  without  any  opposition;  for,  if  this 
opportunity  were  lost,  they  would  find  great 
difficulties  hereafter  in  arriving  at  such  an 
arrangement.  It  waa  the  opinion  of  the 
hon.  Uember  that  the  House  ought  to  con- 
sider whether  irremoveability  should  be 
converted  into  settlement.  He  (Sir  J. 
Graham)  thought  that,  as  the  Bill  now 
stood,  there  could  not  be  a  more  equitable 
arrangement  than  that,  which  he  had 
proposed;  it  would  be  open  to  the  House 
to  determine.  The  hon.  (icntlemaa  smd 
that  some  difficulties  would  arise  in  try- 
ing to  discover  what  constituted  a  reu- 
dence  of  fire  years.  [Mr.  Ba.-xei;  ;   That 
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it,  if  a  man  who  afaonld  baTO  remored 
■fl«t  five  years  should  hare  no  right  to 
fome  back.]  That  had  been  aaawered. 
TUi  law  was  intended  to  extend  to 
StoUand  and  to  Ireland,  and  the  reci- 
pneitj  would  be  highly  sdrantogeous 
to  both.     He  (Sir  J.  Grabnin)  was  pre- 

Eifed  to  stand  by  tbe  propositions  in  tho 
ill  upon  the  Tabic;  but  whenever  the 
House  went  into  Committee  upon  it,  it 
wonld  be  perfectly  competent  to  the  bon. 
Member  \o  open  the  whole  question  of  ir- 
remoreability  and  settlement :  he  could 
then  also  argue  that  three  years'  residence 
was  preferable  to  five,  and  might  cooaider 
how  far  by  temporary  absence  the  pauper 
had  forfeited  his  right.  So  far  from  hesi- 
Utting  whether  he  sbonld  support  the  Poor 
Removal  Bill,  he  hod  formed  a  most  de- 
cided opinion  that  it  was  equitable  and  hu- 
mtoe,  and  that  it  would  deserve  the  sanc- 
tion of  Pariiament.  Several  of  the  altera- 
tions of  the  law  were  intended  to  be  bencfi- 
eent  and  kind  to  the  poor.  It  had  been  most 
ranfiilly  pr^ared,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  highest  legal  BUthorities,  and  he  was 
qaile  satisfied  that  its  machinery  could  not 
be  much  improved.  The  main  question 
however  was,  whether  the  principle  was 
worthy  the  adoption  of  the  House;  and  the 
fscusaion  of  the  details  and  the  considera- 
tion whether  they  were  suBceptible  of  im- 
provement would  come  afterwards.  He 
(ras  quite  convinced  that  the  subject  did 
not  require  the  intervention  of  a  Com- 
mittee. On  those  grounds  ho  would  oppose 
(be  Motion  of  his  bon.  Friend. 

Mr.  spooler  would  not  enter,  on  the 
present  occasion,    into  the  merits  of  the 

ration,  but  he  pressed  upon  the  House 
necessity  of  an  inquiry  into  this  sub- 
ject, and  of  such  an  inijuiry  as  could  not 
be  obtained  in  B  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  As  to  the  statement  of  his  right 
bon.  Friend,  that  this  measure  had  not 
been  promised  as  an  accompaniment  to  the 
Com  Bill,  the  argument  of  his  right  bon. 
Friend  himself  bad  proved  that  that  state- 
ment was  erroneous;  for  his  right  hon. 
Friend  had  contended  that  the  recent  mea- 
tinres  of  the  Government  would  prove  so 
beneficial  to  the  towns,  that  they  would 
consent  to  the  additional  burden  cost  on 
them  by  the  present  measure.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  had  been  clear 
and  specific — that,  though  this  Bill  was 
not  intended  actually  as  a  corapcnsatioD  to 
the  agrieultunl  interest,  that  it  ahould 
Mcranpsny  and  would  mitigate  the  injury 


of  the  Com  Bill.  His  hon.  Friend  had 
never  meant  to  say  that  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet intended  to  announce  this  measure  as 
a  measure  giving  an  absolute  settlement 
after  five  years'  residence.  All  his  hon. 
Friend  hod  said  was,  that  the  language  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  whether  rightly  or 
wrongly  construed,  had  led  to  such  impres- 
sion, and  that  the  pour  of  Ijngland  would 
now  be  grievously  disappointed  if  the  right 
of  irremoveability  conferred  by  this  Bill  were 
not  changed  to  a  positive  settlement  in  the 
town  of  residence.  There  was  no  chance 
of  a  Committee  on  the  Bill  before  Easter; 
BO  that  the  effect  of  acceding  to  the  Mo- 
tion would  be,  in  fact,  to  expedite  the  Bill, 
as  it  would  coma  from  the  proposed  Com- 
mittee in  a  shape  less  objectionable  than  it 
was  at  preRent.  Tho  House  was  not  at  all 
aware  of  the  citent  of  the  injury  which  the 
measure  would  inflict  upon  the  large  towns, 
if  carried  in  its  present  form.  If  it  was 
limited  in  its  operation    to  the  industrial 

rr.  so  thot  they  alone  would  be  l)enefited 
^  it,  it  would  be  unobjectionable,  or  at 
least  sound  in  principle;  but  it  was  not  so 
confined  in  its  operation,  which  would  ex- 
tend to  all  tho  inhabitants  oflarge  towns — 
those  who  flockotl  thither  for  shelter,  and 
for  the  sake  of  facilities  in  canying  on 
their  pursuits,  often  nefarious;  for  there 
was  no  definition  of  residence  requisite  to 
acquire  tlie  privileges  conferred  by  tho 
Bill,  an<l  tbo  mere  occupier  of  a  room 
might  avail  himself  of  them.  It  night  be 
said,  that  proper  regulations  could  be 
framed  to  remedy  these  practical  evils; 
but  they  could  not  be  framed  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  tho  whole  House;  and  the  subject 
could  only  be  effectively  treated  in  a  Se- 
lect Committee,  which  should  investigate  it 
carefully,  anil  call  before  it  persons  practi- 
cally experienced  in  the  operation  of  the 
settlement  system.  This  was  not,  how- 
ever, merely  a  question  between  town  and 
country — difficult  as  that  was  to  adjust; 
it  was  not  less  a  question  concerning 
the  welfare  of  the  poor  man.  Take  the 
case  of  a  labourer  going  from  one  of  the 
agricultural  districts  to  a  town  during  some 
temporary  Bcnson  either  of  agricultural  de- 
pression or  of  manufacturing  prosperity; 
and  suppose  sucb  a  man  suddenly  incapa- 
citated from  working  through  sickness,  or 
from  some  cause  deprived  of  employment, 
lie  would  naturally  be  desirous  of  revisiting 
the  neighbourhood  where  bo  had  left 
friends  who  could  sympathise  with  and 
assist  him;  yet  ho  might  not  be  able  tn 
procure  the  requisite  funds  for  his  removal, 
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and  according  to  the  proposed  mesBure  it 
resUy  appeared  the  poor  mon  could  not, 
under  such  circumetaDccs,  even  with  his 
own  consent,  be  removed  at  parochial  ex- 
pense. Such  were  among  the  practical 
difficulties  and  differences  of  the  measure, 
which  could  not  bo  efficicutlj  discussed 
Bad  decided  on  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Hoase. 

Sib  R.  peel  :  I  rejoice  to  hear  from 
mj  hon.  Friend  who  spoke  last,  that  he 
did  not  misunderstand  the  nature  of  the 
proposition  I  made  to  the  House 

Cut  Her  Majesty's  Goyemment,  My 
Friend,  from  his  long  and  intimate 
connection  with  a  large  town,  is  a  good 
judge  on  the  subject  of  the  law  of  settle- 
ment, and  he  distinctly  tells  us  that  he 
had  no  doubt  about  it;  what  was  meant 
was  to  giTC  a  right  of  irremoveability,  but  it 
was  never  meant  to  confer  a  right  of  set- 
tlement. How  can  any  man  who  reads 
the  expresuons  I  emploved  have  a  d< 
upon  the  point  ?  I  used  the  word  "  i 
mOTeability"  as  applied  to  the  man, 
wife,  and  children;  and  no  terms,  a 
seems  to  me,  could  more  clearly  express 
what  was  the  intention  of  Government. 
But  for  the  removal  of  all  possibility  of 
doubt,  I  remember  [  was  questioned  as  to 
whether  it  was  intended  by  law  to  give,  or 
not  to  give,  a  right  of  settlement;  and  my 
answer  expressly  was,  "  irremoveability, 
but  not  settlement."  I  did  say  that  it  was 
not  to  be  looked  upon  as 
compensation;  that  it  was  proposed 
own  account;  that  it  was  a  positive  good 
of  itself;  a  benefit  to  the  landed  interest 
and  a  benefit  to  the  poor :  so  that  it  had 
moral  and  social  as  well  as  other  advan- 
tages. When  I  was  ashed  whether  we 
were  attached  to  this  measure  as  to  the 
others,  we  said  that  we  were,  and  that  we 
considered  ourselves  pledged  upon  it.  I 
said  so  then,  and  I  now  say  that  I  feel 
under  a  positive  obligation  to  do  every  thing 
I  can  in  order  to  insure  to  the  agricultural 
interest  that  advantage,  and  independently 
of  that  interest  to  insure  to  the  poor  that 
protection  which  1  am  of  opinion  they  ought 
to  have.  At  the  same  time,  1  cannot  con- 
sent to  let  the  discussion  of  the  Poor  Re- 
moval Bill  interfere  with  the  decision  of 
the  House  on  the  Corn  Bill;  but  I  say 
again,  that  I  feel  a  positive  obligation,  by 
every  exertion  in  my  power,  to  ensure  the 

CBing  of  the  Poor  Removal  Bill.  My 
.  Friend  tells  the  House  fairly  that  he 
did  not  misunderstand  me;  he  entertains 
no  doubt,  but  he  seems  to  think  that  an  in- 
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quiry  before  a  Committee  is  n 
order toclearupdoubtselsewhere.  Hybon. 
Friend  who  moved  for  the  Comnuttee  is  de- 
cidedly in  favour  of  ^ring  the  ri^t  of  set- 
tlement; but  the  seconder  of  hii  proposition 
is  asdecidedljopposed  toit.  Thehon .Hover 
tells  us  that  doubt  exists  in  the  country, 
and  he  proposes  to  solve  that  doubt  by  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  laws  relating  to  the 
settlement  of  the  poor.  I  contend,  that  if 
you  want  to  creatie  doubts  and  to  unsettle 
people's  miuds,  you  will  appoint  this  Com- 
mittee. On  tho  olbcr  hand,  if  yon  take 
the  usual  course — if  you  debate  the  Bill  on 
its  second  reading — if  you  next  consider  its 
details  in  a  Committee,  you  will  adopt  the 
best  way  of  removing  any  doubts  that  may 
exist.  When  my  hon.  Friend  tells  us  that 
in  large  towns  doubts  exist,  and  that  he 
wishes  to  remove  them,  1  should  have 
thought  that  the  last  method  he  would 
have  taken  to  remove  them  would  have 
been  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee.  As 
to  the  Poor  Removal  Bill,  I  can  give  no 
stronger  pledge  than  that  1  consider  it 
part  of  the  general  arrangement  of  this 
great  subject,  and  that  1  will  do  mj  best 
to  secure  to  the  landed  interest  their  equi- 
valent advantage;  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
the  House  will  allow  the  measure  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  usual  course,  and  after  the  se- 
cond reading  we  can  consider  what  it  is  Rt 
to  do  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  COLQUHOCN  hop«l,  after  what 
had  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
that  bis  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Dorset 
would  witbdi-aw  his  Motion. 

Mk.  BANKES  observed,  that  the  course 
he  would  take  on  the  present  occasion 
would  very  much  depend  on  the  course 
which  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  re- 
solved to  pursue  with  respect  to  the  period 
at  which  this  question  was  to  be  discussed. 
He  should  be  glad  if  the  Government  would 
fix  a  day  for  the  discussion.  It  had  been 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
that  the  Bill  having  reference  to  this  ques- 
tion''stood  for  second  reading  on  Monday 
next;  but  in  the  present  state  of  public 
business,  it  was  altogether  out  of  the  ques- 
tion to  suppose,  that  it  could  indeed  come 
on  for  discussion  then.  He  begged  leave 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  to  fix  the  day  defi- 
nitely on  which  the  discussion  should  take 
place. 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL  observed,  that  the 
House  must  perceive  that  it  was  wholly  out 


CuttomM  and  Com 


{Uaroh  26 }  Jmporuaion  Report. 


90 


of  hit  power  to  comply  with  thia  request. 
How  matiy  <Uys  h&d  already  been  con- 
■nmed  by  the  Com  Law  debate  ?  It  was 
impOMtble  to  predict  with  anything  like 
aceoncy  the  exact  period  during  which 
meaanre  at  present  under  discussion  might 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House;  and 
this  being  the  fact,  it  wtta,  of  course,  more 
difficult  still  to  name  a  precise  day  on 
which  to  take  up  another  subject.  The 
Bill  just  now  under  discussion,  and  the  Bill 
which  had  come  down  from  the  Lords  for 
the  better  preservation  of  life  and  property 
in  Ireland,  were  measures  of  such  primary 
importance  that  all  others  must  yield  to 
them.  But  he  could  assure  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dorsetshire,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  remote  from  his  intention  than  a  de- 
sire to  throw  the  slightest  impediment  in 
th«  way  of  the  Poor  Removal  Bill.  On 
tho  contrary,  he  would  leave  nothing  un- 
done that  was  at  all  practicable  to  expedite 
the  measure  as  much  as  possible,  though 
it  was  quite  true  ho  could  not  consent  to 
give  it  precedence  over  the  two  other  meo- 
Butes  to  which  he  hod  alluded.  The  Bill 
was  marked  down  for  a  second  reading  on 
Ifouday  neit ;  and  if  tho  House  should  ap- 
prove the  principle  of  the  measure  by 
giving  it  the  proposed  reading,  all  the  de- 
tails could  be  amply  discussed  in  Commit- 
tee. He  did  not  think  it  likely  that  the 
moasnre  would  have  to  encounter  much  op- 
poutioD,  aa  the  feeling  of  the  House  ap- 
peared to  be  in  its  favour. 
Mo^n  withdrawn. 

CUSTOMS  AM)  CORN  IMPORTATION 
REPORT. 

On  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  renewing 
the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Com  Impor- 
tation Bill  having  been  read, 

Mb.  finch  said,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Portsmouth  (Mr. 
Baring)  had  the  other  night  displayed  an 
extraordinary  degree  of  curiosity,  and  hod 
proposed  a  long  series  of  questions  as  to 
the  principles,  and  policy,  and  probable 
measures  of  the  protectionist  party  in  the 
event  of  their  becoming  possessed  of  power. 
Sow,  it  was  hardly  fair  to  put  such  ques- 
tions to  a  party  so  long  as  they  remained 
in  opposition.  But  if  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net at  the  head  of  the  Government  would 
give  a  correct  account  of  the  course  ho  in> 
tended  to  pnrsne  during  tho  current  Ses- 
sion, very  likely  the  protectionist  party 
would  he  prepared  to  describe  their  inten- 
tion*. As  to  the  principles  of  the  party, 
they  were  the  good  old  Engliah  principles 


of  protection,  underwhich  this  country  had 
BO  long  flourished,  and  attained  to  a  beight 
of  prosperity  beyond  that  of  any  other 
country.  As  to  the  measures  they  might 
propose,  be  coidd  venture  to  declare  that 
if  they  should  become  invested  with  power, 
they  would  propose  such  measures  as 
would  be  best  fitted  in  their  judgment  to 
afford  an  adequate  and  equitable  protec- 
tion to  the  Bgncultural,  the  manufacturing, 
tho  trading,  and  the  colonial  interests  of 
the  Empire.  He  hoped,  after  this  expla- 
nation, that  the  thirst  for  information  dis- 
played by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
be  somewhat  allayed.  With  respect  to 
the  reference  which  hod  been  made  to  tbe 
difference  between  the  sliding-scale  and  the 
fixed  duty,  he  thought  that  difference  com- 
paratively insignificant  in  this  point  of 
view — that  the  sliding-scale,  when  the  price 
of  com  reached  a  certain  height,  fell  to  a 
nominal  duty;  and  a  fixed  duty,  when  com 
rose  to  that  extent,  must  equally  yield  to 
the  pressure  of  price.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet bad  deprecated  a  "collision"  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  upon  the  measure; 
but  what  right  had  the  Minister  to  pre- 
dict any  such  collisioa  as  the  consequence 
of  the  rejection  of  the  measure  by  the 
Upper  House  ?  He  hud  always  understood 
that,  in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  the 
privileges  of  the  Lords  were  as  inviolate  as 
lliose  of  the  Commons — that  the  Upper 
House  had  its  prerogatives  in  legislation, 
as  well  as  tho  Lower — and  that,  if  the 
Lords  in  their  wisdom  thought  proper  to 
reject  a  measure,  the  Commons  bad  no 
right  to  impeach  that  exercise  of  the  legis- 
lative power  of  the  Lords.  And  if  the 
Upper  House  should  think  the  measure 
was  calculated  to  do  great  mischief;  that 
the  country  had  been  somewhat  taken  by 
surprise  respecting  it;  that  the  public  were 
acting  under  a  temporary  excitement  about 
it;  and  that  an  interval  of  reflection  should 
bo  allowed;  and  that  on  a  matter  of  sucb 
magnitude  the  people  should  be  appealed 
to — nothing  could  be  more  constitutional 
than  such  a  course — nothing  ought  to  bo 
more  popular— nothing,  certainly  could  be 
more  right  or  just.  It  would  be  perfectly 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  reject  the  measure;  for  it  in- 
troduced more  sweeping  changes  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  country  than  bad  ever 
yet  been  projected  by  any  Administratiou, 
It  would  produce,  in  fact,  a  fivefold  revo- 
lution. Itnould  elfect  a  social  revolution; 
for,  however  a  Settlement  Bill  of  some 
sort  might  accompany  the  measure,  itoould 
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Dot  Iw  denied  that  the  principle  of  a  Poor 
Iiaw  WM  utterly  at  vanBUce  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  trade.  Thia  was  apparent  in 
the  work*  of  writera  of  the  Maltbua  achuol, 
and  of  political  economists  generally.  Then 
the  measure  would  equaUy  teud  to  a  com- 
mercial revolution,  especially  in  respect  to 
our  Colonies,  protection  of  which  had  hi- 
therto been  the  chain  tlyit  connected  tbdr 
Interest  and  feeling  with  the  mother  coun- 
try, but  which  were  now  to  be  regarded  as 
encumbrances,  and  of  coune  prompted  to 
consider  with  what  other  nation  they  might 
he  better  off.  Nor  was  the  measure  leas 
a  financial  revolution,  as  it  would  shift  the 
burdena  of  the  State  in  a  moat  unjuat 
manner.  And  further,  the  measure  would 
produce  a  twofold  political  revolution.  For 
upwards  of  a  thousand  years — from  the 
days  of  the  Saxons — the  landed  interest 
liod  been  paramount  in  the  political  sys^ 
tem;  and  it  was  now  proposed  to  transfer 
the  pre-eminence  to  the  manufacturing  and 
monied  interests,  and  mainly  to  that  young- 
est bom  among  them,  the  interoat  of  cot- 
ton. The  measure  would  tend  to  aug- 
ment that  democratic  power  which  was 
daily  ^ving  more  and  more  of  a  republican 
aspect  and  character  to  our  monarchical 
Constitution.  If  the  Upper  House,  then, 
perceiving  these  pernicious  tendencies  of 
the  measure— perceiving  that  it  must  tend 
to  produce  discontent  and  dissensim  be- 
tween different  interests  in  the  Empire — to 
aeparate  Ireland  from  England,  and  Bri- 
tam  from  her  Colonies — if  the  Upper  House, 
apprehensive  of  these  evil  effects  of  the 
measure,  were  to  reject  it,  they  would  act 
in  perfect  accordance  with  their  constitu- 
tional powers  and  privileges,  and  would 
leave  to  tho  nation  itself  the  responsibility 
of  a  measure  so  serious.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  spoken  also  of  a  "  collision" 
between  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
interests  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of 
the  measure.  This,  however,  was  only 
another  of  those  feverish  dreams  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  indulged.  Why 
should  the  manufacturing  interests  feel  at 
all  incensed  at  the  agriculturists  for  as- 
serting the  prerogatives  of  Englishmen, 
and  for  exercising  the  inalienable  right 
of  self-defence  ?  If  the  manufacturing 
or  mercantile  interest  were  fo  bo  in- 
jured or  assailed,  would  thoy  be  tame 
and  ina<-tive  ?  Hliich  of  tho  various 
Classen  in  or  out  of  tho  House  would  be 
averse  to  a  dissolution?  As  to  the  Libe- 
ral Members  of  the  Houk,  they  must  be 
eager  to  present  themeelves  for  a  rooewal 
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of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  con- 
stituents. As  to  those  who  were  in  favour 
of  annual  or  triennial  elections,  they  must 
be  wearied  of  so  long  a  Parliament.  As  to 
the  Anti-Com-I>aw  Members,  they  surely 
would  be  happy  to  realise  all  their  predic- 
tions as  to  the  number*  of  seats  they  wer» 
prepared  to  carry.  AVhile,  as  to  the  pro- 
tectionist Members,  they  certainly  weru  so 
far  steeped  in  ignorance  and  delusion  that 
they  would  be  willing  to  venture  on  the 
contest,  and  to  appeal  to  the  country.  He 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  hod  a  far  greater 
reeponsibihty  upon  bis  shoulders  than  aver 
rested  upon  the  shoulders  of  any  Minister; 
but  if  be  consulted  bis  own  interest,  he 
would  desire  to  devolve  some  portion  of 
that  responsibility  upon  the  people.  At 
what  number  should  he  rate  the  landown- 
ers of  England  and  Wales  !  Sbme  would 
say  some  hundred  ariatocrats,  and  some 
thousand  country  gentlemen.  He  rated 
them  at  two  hundred  thousand.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  tenant-farmers  of  Great 
Britain  had  been  estimated  at  one  hundred 
thousand  ;  but  with  their  familiea  he 
thought  he  might  state  their  number  to  be 
upwards  of  a  million  of  souls.  One  third 
at  least  of  the  population  of  this  country 
depended  upon  agriculture  ;  and  if  thej 
weut  to  the  sister  country,  it  would  bo 
found  that  three-fourths  of  that  poptda- 
tion  likewise  depended  agriculture.  He 
thought  that  if  the  result  of  tho  right  hoD. 
Baronet's  measure  was  only  to  diminish 
the  capital  invested  in  land  2\)f.  per  cent, 
it  would  be  the  destruction  of  the  landed 
interest.  He  did  say,  therefore,  under  all 
the  circumstanues.  and  considering  the  im- 
mense value  of  the  interest  which  woe  in 
jeopardy  by  this  measure,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  have  consulted  hia  own 
interest,  and  relieved  himself  of  great  re- 
sponsibiUty,  if  ho  had  put  that  responsibility 
upon  the  nation  at  large.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  that  the  right  hon.  Gentiemon 
had  at  various  times  concocted  measure* 
fraught  with  great  pubhc  good.  He  might 
refer  to  tho  reformation  of  our  Criming 
Code  ;  but  when  ho  entered  the  Bullion 
Committee,  he  entered  with  one  opinion,  and 
left  with  another.  With  respect  to  the 
Com  Laws  and  free  trade,  it  was  well 
known  that  for  many  years  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  defended protectiou,  and  sup- 
ported the  Com  Laws  ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  now  of  &  different  opinion 
than  that  he  entertained  £ve  years  ago.  If 
the  right  hoD.  Baronet  was  invariably  rig^t 


OuiUmiond  Com 


{Masob  26}  TmporttOion  R^toH. 


ikoB,  he  most  b«  mmiably  wrong  now. 
There  woa  no  doubt  that  he  was  a  person 
of  Terj  extrmordinary  t«lente  and  tranBceO' 
dent  oloquenoe  ;  but  still  he  was  a  mortal 
like  BTery  other  man,  and,  therefore,  huV 
ject  to  human  Ticissitudea.  He  thought 
that  orators,  no  more  than  authors,  were 
the  best  judges  of  their  own  performances. 
Hilton,  it  waa  kngwa,  preferred  "  Paradise 
Bflgained"  to  "  Paradise  iiost. "  He  be- 
lieved that  upon  a  calm  renew  of  Uie  right 
hen.  Gentleman's  former  speeches,  which 
were  public  propertj,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Com  Laws,  they  would  be  found  to 
coatain  much  greater  wiadom  and  foresight 
tbftn  those  now  deliTered  with  free-trade 
rathnsiaam  within  the  walk  of  that  House, 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London 
had  ^reed  to  the  introduction  of  this  mea- 
Bore,  although  he  before  admitted  that  it 
wonld  create  distress  among  those  con- 
nected with  the  landed  interest.  What 
would  the  manufacturers  of  the  country 
think  when,  in  assisting  in  the  paaaing  of 
meaaures,  they  incurred  the  risk  of  inrolT- 
iog  itva  mauunwtnring  interest  ?  This  re- 
mark would  apply  equally  to  the  agrioultu- 
ritta.  He  did  tiuiik  that  the  Qentlemen 
coiutitutiDg  the  protectbnist  party  were 
UQt  to  be  accused  of  unjustifiable  appre- 
henaion  if  they  entertained  fears  as  to  the 
mult  of  the  Bill  before  the  House.  He 
found  by  the  Returns  that  had  been  made 
to  the  House,  that  for  three  years,  from 
1642  to  lS4d,  the  total  quantity  of  corn 
imported  was  3,400,000  quarters  ;  but 
supposing  the  quantity  imported  during  that 
p^iod  to  have  been  9,000,000,  he  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,'  that  the 
greatest  distress  woold  have  been  brought 
upon  the  country.  He  thought  that  as 
the  present  measure  was  caiculated  to 
lower  prices  in  a  great  degree,  so  it  would 
opermte  to  the  great  discouragement  of  the 
British  agriculturist.  It  would  throw 
great  quantities  of  land  out  of  employment, 
and  would  render  it  impossible  almost  for 
the  Government  to  raise  the  taxes  :  it  would 
also  peril  the  existence  of  the  Government, 
and  even  the  Constitution  itself.  It  was 
detrimental  and  injurious  both  to  the  agri- 
eultnriete  and  the  manufocturera  of  the 
conntry.  He  thought  it  was  sufficiently 
evident  from  what  had  occurred,  that  the 
agricnltnral  party  ought  not  to  be  charged 
with  higotry  and  ignorance.  Ho  begged 
bon.  Gentletneu  to  recollect,  that  for 
twenty  years  the  Administration  was  com- 
posed of  parties,  all  advocating  the  princi- 
jie  of  protection.   Now,  he  did  not  believe 


it  would  be  Bai4  that  the  country  had  been 
under  the  direction  of  bigots  for  twenty 
years.  If  the  Anti-Com-Law  League  were 
to  direct  ^eir  shafts  against  successive 
Administrations,  the  late  Earl  Grey  and 
Ur.  Canning  being  Members  of  them, 
the  League  would  be  regarded  much  as 
the  Lilliputians  were,  when  they  dis- 
cbarged  their  arrows  against  Gulliver. 
That  body  was  so  absurd  as  almost  to  turn 
the  deepest  tragedy  into  the  broadest 
farce.  Upon  looking  abroad,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  principle  of  protection  was 
mainttuned  by  the  Ministers  of  Russia,  the 
Ministers  of  Prusua,  the  Ministers  of  most 
of  the  minor  States  of  Germany,  the  Mi- 
nisters and  Farl lament  of  Holland,  the  Mi' 
nisters  and  Parliament  of  Belgium,  the 
Ministers  and  Parliament  of  l^rance,  and 
most  of  the  distinguished  statesmen  and 
Congress  of  America.  Nor  could  it  be  af- 
ffirmed  that  the  principle  of  protection  bad 
impeded  the  progress  of  national  improve- 
ment. The  Anti-Com-Law  Leaguers  had 
proved  themselves  shallow  reasoners.  Let 
the  agricultural  Members  drink  deep  of 
the  Pierian  spring,  remembering  that— 
"  Shallow  drinks  intaxloats  tha  brain — 
But  drinking  dmp  will  iob«r  ua  again." 

He  supposed  his  arguments  bad  been  so 
convincing  that  they  bad  driven  the  enemy 
entirely  out  of  the  field,  and  dismounted 
all  their  brass  guns.  [The  benohes  of  the 
hon.  Member's  opponents  were  empty.] 
He  was  glad  to  see  that  one  hon,  Gen^e- 
man,  who  bad  for  some  time  maintained 
his  post,  finding  the  fire  too  hot  for  him, 
bad  at  length  put  himself  imder  the  flag 
of  protection.  After  this,  he  should  not 
be  at  all  surprised  at  gaining  the  day  in 
the  end.  He  thought  that  every  country 
ought  to  have  a  system  of  political  eco- 
nomy of  its  own.  The  system  adopted  in 
Persia  might  not  be  adapted  to  China, 
and  that  adapted  for  Holland  might  not  he 
suitable  for  France.  It  was  in  consequence 
of  a  misunderstanding  upon  this  head,  that 
there  had  been  such  egregious  mistakes 
among  the  free  traders  upon  the  subject  of 
taxation.  A  hope  was  expressed  in  a  free- 
trade  article  in  the  Weilmituter  Reoivw, 
that  the  entire  abolition  of  the  Excise  would 
be  the  next  step  of  Sir  R.  Peel's  financial 
reforms.  Thus  it  was  easy  to  see  that  the 
next  agitation  would  be  for  the  abolition  of 
the  Excise.  He  would  venture  to  predict 
that  if,  in  some  future  Seesion  of  Parlia- 
ment, this  Com  Law  should  unfortunately 
pass,  the  next  subject  of  a^tation  would 
be  for  finanoial  reform,  for  the  abolition 
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of  the  fixcisc,  and  no  in<VDsiderable  part 
of  the  Cuatoma.  He  did  not  despair,  how- 
ever, of  seeing  the  right  lion.  Baronet 
taking  ahelter  at  some  future  period  in  the 
ranks  of  the  protectionists,  and  caUing  upon 
them  to  aid  him  in  his  Budget.  Ho  should 
proceed  with  his  observations,  notwith- 
standing the  war  in  which  the  House  of 
Commons  treated  this  great  question.  Ue 
know  there  was  a  desire  to  extinguish 
the  debate.  Hon.  Uemhere  talked  us  if 
this  question  were  finished — as  if  the  sub- 
ject were  exhausted,  and  no  longer  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  House.  This  he 
tliought  was  moat  discreditable  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country,  and  he  was  re- 
solved he  would  let  the  country  see  the 
way  in  which  the  House  treated  this  great 
(juestion.  The  interests  of  agriculture  were 
at  stake — the  interests  of  a  body  the  most 
loyal  and  constitutional — who  had  over 
been  the  warmest  friends  of  the  Allar  and 
the  Throne ;  and  yet  there  was  not  a  sin- 
gle Member  of  the  Opposition  party  in  the 
House.  They  would  not  pay  the  agricul- 
tural interest  the  compliment  of  attending 
to  the  debate  they  wished  eitinguished. 
But  he  could  tell  them  the  measure  would 
not  pass  a  day  the  sooner  for  that.  The 
agricultonsts  had  laid  down  their  course — 
they  would  pursue  it  steadily  and  perse- 
vcrmgly,  and  it  would  make  no  difference 
to  them  whatever.  If  they  considered  that 
it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  agricul- 
ture and  of  thu  country  that  this  measure 
should  be  etiH  further  delayed,  tliere  were 
many  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who,  even  if  there  were  uohody  present 
but  themselves,  would  speak  for  hours  to- 
gether, rather  than  that  such  a  miserable 
manteuvre  should  succeed ;  therefore  he 
should  continue.  Another  point  on  which 
the  free  traders  displayed  ahnost  infantine 
simplicity  was,  that  this  measure  would 
lead  to  universal  peace.  Now,  any  one 
acquainted  with  history,  however  be  might 
admire  the  amiability  of  these  people,  must 
pity  their  ignorance.  He  asked  if  there 
ever  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  the 
world  which  held  out  a  hope  that  war 
might  be  extinguished  by  free  trade  ?  In 
all  the  wars  of  the  last  two  hundred  years, 
from  those  of  Louis  XIV.  down  to  Bona- 
parte, it  was  iinpoBsiblc  to  put  the  finger 
on  one  of  them  which  they  could  suppose 
mtght  have  been  prevented  or  citinguiBbcd 
by  measures  of  free  trade.  It  might  ho 
true  that  the  little  cloud  iti  the  West 
might  now  be  in  course  of  being  dispelled, 
for  America  knew  that  she  would  eventu- 


ally obtain  the  lion's  share  of  Oregon;  and 
on  this  subject  he  must  say,  that  the  tone 
of  our  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  the 
other  House  lately  was  what  a  poet  called 
"a  quaver  of  consternation."  So  mean- 
spirited  a  speech  he  had  never  before  lia- 
tened  to.  England  might  now  be  said  to 
he  on  her  knees  before  America.  But,  how- 
ever, as  England  and  France  might  now  be 
said  to  be  united,  and  our  finances  were  in 
as  flourishing  a  condition  as  they  possibly 
could  be,  considering  that  the  Minister  was 
dispersing  them  with  so  lavish  a  hand,  the 
probahility  was,  that  America  would  remain 
at  peace  with  us  for  the  present ;  hut,  so 
soon  as  insurrection  arase,  or  our  financea 
were  troubled,  or  we  went  to  war  with 
France,  then  America  would  revive  her 
pretensions,  and  commereial  and  free-trade 
considerations  would  have  as  little  weight 
with  her  as  they  ever  had  in  any  other 
country.  And,  seeing  the  evil  effecta  of 
free  trade,  what  was  there  on  the  other 
side  ?  A  system  of  protection,  under  which 
he  believed  the  nation  would  rise  to  a  de- 
gree of  prosperity  such  as  he  hod  never 
before  witnessed.  He  said  the  system  of 
protection  had  never  been  fairly  carried 
out.  It  ought  to  begin,  as  tho  basis  of  all 
protection,  by  pretecting  the  poor.  Ho 
would  have  a  rate  of  wages  established 
for  the  agricultural  poor.  When  com  was 
from  47<.  to  .50*.  a  quarter,  tlic  labourer 
should  have  10s.  a  week;  fram  dOf.  to  55«., 
lis.  per  week;  from  55i.  to  60<.,  I2<.  per 
week;  in  fact,  ho  would  have  a  shding- 
scale  for  the  labourers,  varying  from  10*. 
to  12*.  per  week,  and  let  the  condition  of 
protection  to  profits  be  protection  to  the 
labourer.  In  going  into  the  manufacturing 
districts,  it  would  not  be  possible,  perhaps, 
to  interfere  with  the  rate  of  wages,  but  they 
might  interfere  with  the  hours  of  labour. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Uldham  and  others 
were  altogether  inconsistent  in  advocating 
free  trade  along  with  an  interference  with 
the  hours  of  labour;  but  such  an  inter- 
ference would  be  quite  in  unison  with  the 
system  of  protection.  He  would  protect 
manufacturers  both  at  homo  and  in  the 
Colonies;  aud,  as  the  price  of  that  protec- 
tion, bo  would  have  tho  poor  provided  for. 
Children  of  a  tender  ago  should  not  be 
allowed  to  work  at  all ;  childrcu  of  a  more 
mature  age  should  not  be  overworked ; 
while  grown  men  should  not  be  required  to 
work  beyond  a  certain  time;  in  fact,  he 
would  take  caro  that  under  the  name  of 
freedom  they  should  not  have  a  real  and 
bond  fide  slaverj-.      Then  he  would  have 
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toother  kind  of  protectjoa — ft  protection 
tigsinat  Bodden  and  unforeseen  c&l&mities; 
lach  *a  the  introdaction  of  new  machineiy, 
ar  war.  In  all  caeei  of  new  machinery  be 
thooglit  the  State  onght  to  interfere.  The 
paUie  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  change  ; 
tlterefiH«  let  the  public  pay  the  cost.  Then 
with  r^ard  to  war:  Uiere  oiwht  to  he 
taxation  imposed  to  go  to  the  reGef  of  the 

rr  who  altered  by  it.  That,  then,  would 
the  baae  of  hie  system  of  protection. 
The  next  thing  would  be  to  cany  on  under 
this  system  a  course  of  national  improve- 
ment. The  resources  of  this  country  were 
altogether  incalculable.  Mr.  M'Culloch 
estimated  that  the  produce  of  the  soil  might 
lie  doubled ;  he  thought  that  was 
estimate;  but  he  did  think  that  one-third 
might  be  added  to  the  produce  of  the  soil. 
If  that  were  ao,  the  result  would  he,  that 
-the  soil  of  this  country  would  maintain  forty 
niDiiHis  of  inhabitants.  Then,  with  regard 
to  die  Colonies,  he  might  mention  that 
Upper  Caoad*  possessed  some  of  the  finest 
«oni-growing  soil  in  the  world.  Three 
millions  of  qnarters  might  be  expected 
gndnally  to  come  from  that  Colony,  which 
would  support  four  millions  more  in  this 
country.  Then,  from  the  varioua  soils  and 
climates  from  different  Colonies,  tre  could 
hsTO  sugar,  tobacco,  coffee,  almost  every 
thing  we  wanted  except  tea.  Colonial  pro- 
duce would  have  a  monopoly  in  England, 
and  English  produce  would  have  a  mono- 
ptdy  in  the  Colonies ;  and  this  country 
would  become  the  strongest,  the  most  po- 
pulons,  and  the  most  united  Empire  in  the 
world ;  and  being  always  prepared  for  war, 
she  would  be  always  able  to  command 
peace.  Now,  reverse  the  picture,  and  what 
were  they  doing  J  They  were  souring  the 
mindn  of  that  portion  of  the  community 
which  had  hithraio  been  moat  disposed  to 
uphold  the  Altar  and  the  Throne ;  they  were 
^weading  the  spirit  of  insmrection  in  Ire- 
land ;  they  were  alienating  the  affections 
of  the  Colonies.  Let  them  not  suppose 
that  these  were  the  gloomy  forebodings  of 
a  discontented  country  Gentleman.  There 
were  three  parties  in  the  country ;  all  of 
them  shrewd,  wise,  and  intelligent,  and  all 
of  them  bent  on  supporting  this  measure  ; 
not  because  it  was  a  good  measure,  but 
because,  being  a  bad  measure,  it  would  the 
more  readily  further  their  own  ends.  There 
was  the  Liberal  party,  who  were  anxious  to 
have  a  mora  democratic  spirit  infused  into 
the  institutions  of  this  country;  and  they 
supported  the  measure  because  in  the  dis- 
content uid  dissatisfaction  they  foresaw  it 
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would  occasion,  they  looked  forward  to 
great  otganlo  changes  in  their  favour. 
Then,  there  was  the  party  opposed  to  the 
Chureh  Establishment  in  this  countiy. 
They  supported  the  measure  for  the  same 
reason ;  and  because  they  knew,  as  it  had 
been  lately  proved  by  a  nobleman,  demo- 
cracy and  an  EstabUshed  Chureh  could 
not  exist.  Then,  there  was  the  party  of 
the  Repealers,  who  supported  this  question 
because  they  believed  it  was  calculated  to 
lead  to  discontent  and  disaffection  both  in 
England  and  Ireland  ;  and  in  that  discon- 
tented state  of  the  country  they  hoped  to 
be  able  to  carry  Repeal.  For  these  reasons 
he  objected  to  the  Bill,  The  more  he 
reflected  on  it,  the  more  ho  thought  it  was 
the  most  pernicious  measure  that  ever  was 
presented  to  the  British  Parliament.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  a  Minister,  with 
the  smallest  reputation  for  sagacity  and 
foresight,  could  propose  this  measure.  He 
trusted  that  the  protectionists  would  per- 
severe in  their  opposition.  They  did  not 
on  the  contrary,  their  hearts  beat 
higk  with  hope,  He  trusted  that  the  pro- 
tectionists out  of  the  House  would  use 
tenfold  exertions  for  the  defeat  of  this 
It  was  their  duty  to  rally  round 
the  flag  of  protection ;  and  to  place  it  in 
tbebreach.  If  the  agriculturists  triumphed, 
it  would'  be  a  national  triumph ;  and  if  they 
failed,  they  would  fail  as  honest  men  ought, 
the  patli  of  duty  and  of  honour. 
LoKD  RENDLESHAM  said,  opposed  as 
he  was  to  this  measure,  he  was  still  more 
opposed  to  the  way  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  hod  foreed  on  the  measure  without 
making  an  appeal  to  thecountry.  Such  a  ra- 
dical change  as  this  could  only  be  sanctioned 
by  a  dissolution  of  the  House;  and,  after 
the  admission  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  London,  the  other  night,  that  if  he 
had  accepted  office,  though  he  should  have 
obttuned  the  support  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, he  still  could  not  have  carried  this 
measure,  constituted  as  the  House  was — 
after  that  admission,  he  thought  the  coun- 
try hod  a  right  to  say  that,  notwithstand- 
ig  the  majority  of  97,  this  measure  would 
::  passed  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
constituencies,  that  the  question  was  de- 
cided, not  upon  its  merits  or  its  demerits, 
but  because  some  100  men  thought  that 
nobody  could  govern  this  country  except 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  because  some 
other  101  men  changed  their  minds  along 
itb  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lon- 
in,  who  saw  no  other  chance  of  regaining 
power  except  by  professing  to  advocate  a 
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he  bad  taken  the  opinion  of  »  pnurtieal 
fBrmer  in  bia  digtriot,  who  hftd  fa^  lu^ 
that  when  he  took  the  funu  ha  iMtU, 
forty  jreare  ago,  the  price  of  com  wu 
higher,  and  he  had  been  Me  to  biipg  m 
larger  average  of  light  Isnd  into  eultiTatton. 
Since  goodpriceBhaddeclined,  the  brad  hftd 
not  of  itself  paid  for  tillage.  The  cuttiTatioo 
of  tbia  land,  had,  however,  answered  bia 
purpose,  inosmucb  as  it  bad  enabled  hiin 
to  employ  a  large  niunber  of  labourera,  mem, 
women,  and  children,  who  would  other- 
wise  have  been  psupera.  The  finnopinioii 
of  that  farmer,  nowvver,  wag  this — thftt  if 
the  present  meaaure  became  tbe  law  of  th« 
countrj-,  this  breadth  of  light  land  must  be 
thrown  out  of  cultiuv  entirely,  and  that  be 


total  repeal  of  tbe  Cora  Laws.  It  would 
of  coarse  be  fuUy  to  say  that  a  man  ought 
never  to  change  bis  opinions  ;  but  when  a 
public  man  did  change,  he  thought  the 
country  had  a  right  to  have  a  clearly  do- 
tailed  account  of  tbe  manner  in  which  the 
change  bad  been  brought  about.  •  He  de- 
cidedly thought  that  tbe  country  had  a  right 
to  expect  that  the  question  put  by  the  noble 
Lord  tbe  Member  for  Lynn  ahould  be  an- 
swered, namely,  what  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
expected  would  be  tbe  average  price  of  corn 
under  his  now  Bill.  And,  besides  this,  he 
thought  the  country  had  a  right  not  only 
to  bear  the  reasons  which  had  induced  bon. 
Gentlemen  to  change  their  opinions,  hut 
abo  to  hear  all  those  able  and  forcible 
arguments  which  they  used  only  a  abort 
time  ago  now  refuted  by  them.  The  noble 
Lord  read  a  letter,  written  by  Mr.  Huskis- 
son  to  bis  constituents  in  1814,  in  which 
be  advocated  the  Com  Laws  as  a  raeana 
of  always  maintaining  a  supply  of  food  in 
tbe  country  ;  and,  like  Mr.  Huakisson,  he 
declared  that  be  did  not  care  bow  cheap 
corn  was  provided  the  cheapness  arose  firom 
an  abundance  of  the  home  supply.  He 
could  assure  the  Bouao  that  if  he  had  an 
opinion  that  the  measure  now  before  tbe 
House  would  onlv  affect  the  landlord,  he 
ahould  feel  better  satisfied,  but  by  its  oper- 
ation the  poor  would  suffer.  Of  that  he 
was  quite  certain.  Much  had  been  said 
both  within  and  without  the  walls  of  that 
Hosse  upon  the  amount  of  wages  paid 
the  agricultural  labourer.  Fluctuations 
happened  in  all  counties  as  a  matter  of 
course;  but  he  knew  the  price  paid  to 
working  men  in  the  county  from  which  he 
came  (Su^olk)  and  he  could  quote  tbem. 
In  that  county,  the  price  of  labour  was 
regulated  by  the  price  of  com.  'When,  in 
1840,  he  inherited  the  estates  he  now  held 
in  SufTolk,  the  price  of  flour  being  3i 
per  stone,  the  wages  of  the  labourers  were 
12(.  per  week;  and  when  the  price  of  flour 
fell  to  2(.  Gd.  per  stone,  the  wages  fell  to 
Il«.  When  corn  declined  further,  therate 
of  remuneration  to  tbe  labourer  fell  to  8«. 
per  week.  It  would  also  be  seen  that  the 
lower  tbe  price  of  com,  tbe  smaller  would 
be  tbe  surplus  of  wages  left  for  the  la- 
bourer after  purchaaing  the  necessaries  of 
life.  The  higher  tbe  price  of  com,  the 
more  labourers  would  be  employed  i 
farm.  Now,  it  was  quite  evident,  that  if 
tbe  present  measure  passed,  much  of  tbe 
light  lands  of  this  kingdom  must  inevitably 
go  out  of  cultivation.  Certainly  this  would 
be  the  case  in  Suffolk.    On  this  very  point 


for  Stockport  had  made  the  observation 
that  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  tenant-farmers,  if 
taken,  would  bo  found  in  favour  of  the 
propositions  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment; 
out  be  could  refer  the  hou.  Gentleman  to 
a  meeting  of  tenant-farmers,  where  the 
whole  body  had  said,  that  in  order  to  seonre 
the  proper  representation  of  their  own  opin- 
ions in  the  House,  they  would,  at  the  next 
election,  place  one  of  themselves  in  the 
position  of  a  candidate  for  their  suffrages. 
Mr.  FELLOWES  wished  to  prove  to 
the  people  of  this  country,  there  still  ex- 
isted a  large  proportion  of  that  once  unan- 
imous and  united  Conservative  body,  go- 
verned by  political  principle,  and  ready  to 
watch  with  care  and  assiduity  over  the 
interests  of  those  whoso  prosperity,  and. 
indeed,  he  might  say,  existence,  wasmunly 
dependent  upon  that  law  which  gave  protec- 
tion tonativeindustry.  When  he  last  reeeiv- 
ed  the  votes  of  the  constituency  he  bad  the 
honour  to  represent,  he  was  returned  on 
the  underetanding  that  he  was  faitliful  to 
the  ayatem  of  protection.  He  held  tbe 
opinion  then,  that  on  protection  to  native 
industry  depended  the  prosperity  of  tiiis 
nation.  His  opinions  were  still  unchanged, 
nor  should  he  over  change  them.  Had  bia 
opinions  altered,  he  should  have  thought 
it  his  duty  to  have  resigned  his  charge  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  entrusted  him  with 
their  votes.  To  have  retained  his  poaition 
with  a  change  of  opinion,  would  have  been 
highly  dishonourable,  and  be  should  have 
deserved  much  reprohension.  He  bad  ob- 
served that  the  hon.  Member  for  HuD  bad, 
a  few  days  since,  made  allusion  to  a  speecll 
delivered  by  another  hen.  Member,  upoB 
the  auspices  under  which  that  gigaotie 
work   tbe  Bedford  Level  had  berat  eon- 
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straoted.  He  ehonld  hara  replied  to  the 
obBcmtioDB  of  the  hon.  Uembor  for  Hull, 
had  h«  liftd  the  good  fortune  to  catch  the 
eje  of  the  Speaker ;  snd  he  was  rather 
Hnpiued  that  no  other  Member  had  risen 
todo  that  whichhcintendcd  to  do.  Though 
the  fiact  had  been  denied,  yet  the  great 
work  to  which  tbehon.  Member  bad  alluded, 
had  been  constructed  during  the  period  of 
ptDtection.  Further  than  den;  the  infcr- 
nee  diawa  that  tha  Bedford  Level  hod 
bMU  conatrnoted  at  a  period  when  pratec- 
tion  had  not  existed  in  the  country,  he 
would  not  refer  to  aocieut  dates,  but  con- 
fine h}'^«<'^f  to  a  period  of  thirtj  years;  and 
be  oonld  aaBure  the  right  bou.  Barocot, 
vithin  that  period,  land,  wbioh  had  only 

Ciwn  reeds  and  rushes,  now  grew  corn; 
d,  which  a  few  years  since,  had  grown 
Uiree  quarters  of  wheat  only,  now,  under 
proteotion,  grew  six  or  seren  quarters.  If 
this  protective  law  were  removed,  the  land 
in  the  diatriot  to  which  ho  had  referred, 
bom  the  expense  of  draining,  must  inevit- 
ably be  thrown  out  of  cultivation.  In  1842, 
the  light  boD,  Baronet  had  brought  in  his 
neaourcB  for  the  reduction  of  duties,  and 
he  had  aaid  the  prices  of  com  would  range 
between  48j.  and  54j.  per  quarter:  gene- 
nerally,  prices  would  be  steady.  He  would 
■sk.  the  right  hon.  Baronet  if  the  eipccta- 
tations  on  this  steadiness  of  price  boa  been 
realixed.  He  believed  corn  had  risen  above 
54«>  In  the  course  of  last  year  corn  had 
gone  down  to  45*.  The  cry  of  fniniuc  had 
been  raised  by  tbc  Members  of  the  League, 
sod  prices  hod  reached  58(.  All  this  bad 
happened  under  this  law  of  protection. 
Bat  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of 
the  GoTemmeut  had  said,  that  as  a  famine 
existed  in  Ireland,  the  measures  proposed 
wcffo  highly  necessary.  Was  not,  how- 
ever, the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  a  tem- 
pory  difficulty,  and  that  being  the  case, 
ihoqid  not  that  be  met  by  a  temporary  re- 
medy! Why,  under  the  circumstance  of 
K  temporary  difficulty,  should  a  measure 
likely  to  create  almost  a  revolution,  be 
peraianeotly  introduced  ?  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  said  that  a  fanune  would  rage 
in  Ireland  before  the  month  of  May  were 
poat.  He  did  not  despair  that  the  month 
of  July  would  go  over  the  country  before 
the  long  apprebended  famine  would  be 
ibnnd  desolating  the  sister  kingdom.  Uf 
what  ue  would  it  be  to  send  corn  to  Ire- 
land, when  the  people  bad  no  money  to 
porehaatt  prorisiont?  He  protested  most 
tmeanij  againat  bringing  forward  a  mea- 
mre  gf  titia  chuicter  for  the  purpose  of 
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relieving  a  temporary  circumstance.  The 
measure,  however  unneceBsary,  was  stated 
as  likely  to  pass,  and  that  being  the  case, 
he  wished  to  know,  if  com  under  its  opera- 
tion would  range  high  or  low.  The  Oo- 
vomment  had  means  of  obtaining  infonna- 
tion  not  possessed  by  private  Members  of 
that  House,  and,  therefore,  the  Gentlemen 
who  occupied  the  Treasury  benches  conid 
surely  tell  the  country  whether  the  price 
of  com  would  be  down  to  40i.  or  up  to  60<, 
The  Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trado 
had  stated  the  prices  of  grain  in  this  coun- 
try would  not  decline  to  a  low  figure,  and 
that  foreign  com  would  rise,  and  also  that 
the  operation  of  the  change  would  not  in- 
jure the  owners  of  tithe.  If  com  was  not 
to  be  lowe-,  of  what  iiso  would  be  the 
change,  and  what  reason  existed  for  the 
measure  ?  He,  however,  was  fully  of  opin- 
ion that  the  operation  of  the  law  would 
create  considerable  alteration ;  and  the 
effect  would  be,  that  the  price  of  com 
woidd  bo  brought  down  to  40«. ;  and  also 
that  wide  fluctuations  in  price  would  be  the 
consequence.  Who  could  benefit  by  fluc- 
tuations *.  Would  it  not  be  preferable  if 
prices  wore  to  range  between  40*.  and  60s. 
that  an  average  should  be  struck  of  50;., 
and  the  price  kept  up  to  that  point !  In 
opposition  to  the  opinion  that  corn  would 
rise  or  maintain  present  prices,  he  might 
quote  the  effect  to  bo  produced  on  silk. 
The  new  law  was  to  reduce  prices  in  the 
article.  Why  should  the  effect  prove  con- 
trary when  the  operation  of  the  new  law 
was  applied  to  grain  ?  Besides,  it  could 
be  shown  that  previous  to  1842,  the  price 
of  aOs.  per  quarter  was  thought  a  remu- 
nerating figure  for  com.  In  1842,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  reduced  the  law  of  pro- 
tection on  various  articles,  and  the  price  of 
com  went  down.  If,  then,  the  price  of  com 
fellby  the  change  of  protective  laws  on  other 
articles,  would  it  not  fall  when  the  laws 
affecting  grain  were  altered  ?  lie  thought 
no  doubt  could  exist  on  the  point.  The 
members  of  the  Anti-Oom-Law  League 
said,  that  under  the  circumstances  of  a 
change,  it  would  bo  the  duty  of  agricul- 
turists to  render  the  land  more  productive. 
The  advice  might  be  good,  could  it  be 
followed  ;  but  the  tillers  of  soil  could  not 
increase  production  by  the  use  of  machi- 
nery, and  the  over  application  of  manura 
would  create  straw  merely,  and  not  cars  of 
wheat.  He  did  not  despair  but  that,  in 
the  course  of  years,  the  agriculturists  them- 
selves would  be  able  to  reduce  the  price  of 
com,  but  they  required  time;  and  until  that 
E2 
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time  were  g^ven  them,  though  the  large 
farmer  and  capitaLBt  might  atand  up  man- 
fiilly  Bgunst  the  measure,  the  small  farmer 
would  be  mined,  and  the  labourer  starred. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Portgrnouth  had 
aeked,  if  the  agriculturists  threw  out  the 
intended  measure,  were  thej  prepared  with 
another  ?  In  answer  to  that,  he  would  say, 
that  the  agricultural  body  were  content 
remainwherethey stood.  Thehon. Member 
also  asked,  if  the  agriculturists  were  pro- 
pared  to  take  the  responsibility  of  defeating 
the  measure  ?  He  was  quite  ready  1«  take 
the  responsihitity  of  the  rejection  of  thi 
measure  if  this  happened ;  and  if  any  con 
fusion  were  created  in  the  country,  let  the 
Government  take  the  reaponBihility  on 
themselves,  for  on  them  would  it  naturally 
fall.  He  was  quite  ready  to  give  tbe  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  tbe  Gove 
ment  credit  for  the  motives  which  had 
fluenced  him ;  but  did  he  think  that  by 
throwing  the  country  into  a  state  of  alarm, 
any  good  would  be  produced  ?  Would  good 
result  by  setting  one  constituency  against 
another  constituency,  or  the  manufacturing 
against  the  agricultural  interest  ?  He 
feared  it  would  be  seen  that  when  men  ut- 
tered sentiments  one  day  which  they  repu- 
diated the  next,  it  would  he  found  that  the 
agricultural  body  would  be  betrayed  into 
the  hands  of  their  opponents.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment might  say  he  looked  to  posterity  for 
his  reward;  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  tho  Home  Depart- 
ment might  answer  all  inquiries  after  his 
former  opinions,  by  replying,  he  had  chang- 
ed his  mind.  This  might  satisfy  those  right 
hon.  Gentlemen,  but  it  would  not  satisfy 
the  country.  If  an  appeal  to  the  country 
took  place— the  answer  to  that  appeal 
would  DO  this — that  the  Government  must 
bo  conducted  on  principle,  and  tliat  the 
people  themselves  would  rather,  if  such 
changes  were  made  as  now  proposed,  pre- 
fer to  receive  them  at  the  bands  of  the 
nohle  Lord  the  Member  for  London,  than 
from  those  men  who  had  deceived  them. 
Before  many  months  passed  he  believed 
the  people  of  this  nation  would  have  an 
opportnnity  of  exercising  the  elective 
franchise,  when  it  would  be  proved  that 
the  constituencies  preferred  a  Radical 
Government,  kept  in  check  by  a  strong 
Conservative  body,  rather  than  continue  to 
support  the  right  hou.  Baronet  and  his 
friends.  For  lumself,  he  did  not  expect 
good  meawires  to  emanate  from  the  present 
OoTDnuBent.    He  should  greatly  distrust 


proposed  by  the  Treamty 
and  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
ere  willing  to  dispense  with  th«ir 


Mh.  fuller  had  received  a  short 
letter  which  he  would  read  to  the  Houae, 
from  a  person  living  at  Anglesey : — 

"  With  regard  to  cofd  the  matter  ii  very  nri- 
Dui.  mod  the  disnu;  Tny  general,  without  an;  one 
being  able  to  nee  snj  cauK  vhtteier  for  such  a 
iweeping  change.  TruMing  to  a  Protootion  Ifi- 
oitter,  a  viM,  number  of  oar  best  &tmen  hava 
sunk  all  their  capital  id  draining,  but  dov  there  is 
a  complete  checit  t«  it.  For  tvent;  aien  jon  caw 
Jraiaitig  tbia  time  loit  ^ear,  ;oa  wiU  not  now  na 
two.  it  must  be  reoollected.  that  in  our  conntoy 
all  draining  and  other  improTementa  are  draie  1^ 
tbe  tenant:  ao  joa  ma;  imagine  what  a  Mop  haa 
been  put  to  the  progreu  of  improvement.  Ai  h> 
famiae.  there  never  «a«  >ucb  humbug !  No  living 
man  ever  uw  M>  much  com  in  Angleae;  at  this 
seMon  as  there  ia  now ;  and  two  reegela  lajeu  with 
potntocs  arrived  at  Camarron  thii  week  from  lie- 
land.    Pra;  tell  Sir  Jamea  Graham  thi*." 

He  could  only  say  for  himself,  that  if  the 
proposed  measure  passed,  this  countiy 
would  be  reduced  to  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land, where  no  protection  existed  either  fi>r 
life  or  property. 

Mr.  p.  BORTHWICKl  Knowing  the 
congregated  intelligence  arrayed  on  tbe 
other  side   of  the   House,   he  was  glad  to 

Serceivc  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth  in 
is  place,  who,  he  thought,  was  almost 
the  only  Member  who  had  stood  firmly  to 
his  guns.  ["  No,  no!"]  He  hod  no  sus- 
picion that  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth 
had  run  from  his  guns.  He  had  held  the 
opinion,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  one 
to  whom  might  be  applied  the  words  of 
the  poet — 

"  Among  the  bithleBi,  &ithiul  otAj  he." 
But  he  (Mr.  Borthvrick)  was  glad  to  find 
the  Member  for  Lambeth  in  his  place,  be- 
cause when  the  hon.  Member  had,  on  a 
previous  night,  given  some  staristical  de- 
tails to  the  House,  he  (Mr.  Borthvrick)  had 
intended  to  reply  to  them,  though  not  able 
to  do  so  because  he  had  not  canght  ti>e 
eye  of  the  Speaker.  He  would  now,  how- 
ever, endeavour  to  answer  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth.  The  hon. 
Member,  referring  to  several  years  of  the 
last  century,  had  endeavoured  to  show  a 
remarkable  equality  of  prices  in  these 
years,  and  he  had  aud  that  tlte  effect  of  a 
free  trade  in  com  would  be  to  remove  a 
fluctuation  in  prices.  ["No,  no!"]  Ho 
linly  had  so  understood  the  hon.  Mem- 
Here  were  the  words  spoken  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Lambetii)  which  he  had 
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taken  from  the  OBual  sourees  of  intelli- 


nfenvd  ma  from  IT8T  to  1793.  Tho  price 
CMC  dtning  tbeie  fun  wu  12i.  8({.,  37*.,  30*., 
44*.,  iBt;  and  Sb. ;  the  lowert  price  being  iii., 
34t^  36«.,  131.,  uid  17>. :  and  the  greateit  difibr- 
CDOB  between  the  higheit  and  lowtut  pricea  naa 
J*.,  and  of  tbe  lowest  3a.  Sd.  Now,  he  defied  an;- 
hoij  to  abow,  in  iDj  five  je»r»,  under  a  restrjctivB 
Intdc,  that  the  Tariation  wan  mi  small  ai  that," 
The  object  of  the  hon.  Member  was,  to 
Aow  that  leas  flactuation  of  price  took 
pWe  under  free  trade  than  under  protec- 
tion. He  did  not  know  from  what  nource 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  obtained  hie  infor- 
mation ;  but  he  had  appeared  reaolred  that 
these  last  jeara  should  be  considered  those 
rf  free  tAde.  But  in  thgao  yeora  free 
tntde  neither  theoretically  uor  practically 
exiated.  But,  from  the  year  1787  to  the 
yeu  1792,  the  following  were  the  amounts 
of  the  botmties  paid  upon  com  exported, 
and  the  Customa  duties  received  upon  com 
imported: — 


Ton. 

Bounties  paid  npon 
com  exported. 

Duties  paid  upon 
com  imported. 

1T87 
IJ88 
1IB9 
17M 
1791 
1792 

£.        1.     d. 

JM.8S2    IT      5 

«.ao«    1   11 

78.681     16      I 
10,173    IS      a 

7,80T      0      0 
78,803       0       0 

£.      1.     d. 
SMi   12     3 
S,3«    3    4 
4,814     3     T 
10,869  17    3 
27,Bll     0     0 
30,343    0    0 

During  these  years,  then,  tbe  quantities  of 
wheat  exported  and  imported  varied  from 
47,000  to  357.000  quartcra.  Now.  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  with  that  philosophy  which 
WAS  so  abundant  on  the  other  aide  of  the 
Honae,  bad  deliberately  told  them  that 
there  had  been  practical  free  trade  from 
1787  to  1792,  and  yet  neither  was  there 
theoretical  nor  practical  free  trade  during 
that  period ;  for  he  (Mr.  Borthwick]  had 
■bown  that  there  was  both  an  import  and 
an  eiport  duty,  heaidea  a  hoimty  on  ex- 
ports. He  said  this,  he  could  asaure  the 
aon.  Gentleman,  with  every  feeling  of  re- 
spect for  him,  because  he  knew  that  there 
were  few  Members  of  that  House  to  whom 
the  GOUDtry  was  more  indebted  for  infor- 
mation on  aubJBcta  of  this  sort ;  but  he 
eertainly  had  thought  he  had  meant  to 
^note  the  five  years  which  followed  those  to 
which  he  hod  referred;  and  if  he  had  done 
BO,  he  would  have  been  much  more  able  to 
liave  shown  the  effects  of  practical  free 
trade  in  this  country ;  for  in  1797,  and  the 
five  following  years  inclusive,  they  had  an 
»b«date  free  trade  in  corn :   nod  farther 
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than  this,  they*had  a  bounty  paid  on  com 
imported;  a  thing,  he  believed,  unexam- 
pled till  then  in  the  commercial  history  of 
thia  country.  He  would  now  quote  from 
M'Pherson's  "  Annals  of  Commerce." 
That  writer  observea: — 

"It  wna  found  ueoeBur;  to  hold  out  greater 
eDCDumgement  for  the  importation  of  com  and 
other  articlea  of  proriijon,  than  merely  eiemptin; 
them  from  dut;,  as  h^  tbe  Aot  pasaed  in  the  b^ 
ginning  of  this  ScBsion.  Therefore,  the  following 
bounties  were  granted  on  wheat,  wheat  flour,  lo- 
dian  com,  Indian  meal,  and  r;e,  imported  either 
in  British  veiisiils  or  in  (eaiiels  beloagisg  to  any 
friendly  Sute.vii.:— 
For  every  quarter  of  wheat  weighing 

liOlhe.  avoirdupois  £1     0    0 

For  CTcry  quarter  of  wheat  weighing 

134Ib>.  aToirdupois  0  16  .  0 

For  every  cwt.  of  wheat  flour 0     8     0 

That  is,  when  imported  from  any  part  of  Europe 

south  of  Cape  FiniHtorre,  the  Mediteranean,  Afii<», 

tho  British  Colonies  in  .America,  the  United  State*. 

till  400,000  qoartera  should   be  imparted  from 

Europe  or  Alrica,  and  fi  00,000  quarters  from 

America. 

For  every  quarter  of  wheat  weighing 

440lbB £0-15    0 

Far  every  quarter  of  wheat  weighing 

iZilbs 0  12    0 

For  every  cwt.  of  Bour  0    4    S 

from  any  part  of  Europe  north  of  Cape  Finilterre, 
not  being  His  Majesty's  dominions,  till  the  quan- 
tity should  be  SOO.OOO  quarters ;  and— 
For  every  quarter  of  wheat  wei^iiiig 

4401bs £0  10    0 

For  every  quarter  of  wheat  weighing 

4311bB 0    8    0 

For  every  cwt.  of  flour   0     3     0 

imported  after  the  above  quantities  should  be  oom- 
plet«d.    Then— 

For  every  quarter  of  Indian  com  £0    6    0 

For  every  cwt.  of  Indian  meal  0     10 

until  the  quantity  amounted  to  900,000  quarters. 

For  every  quarter  of  Indian  corn   £0    3    0 

For  very  ewt.  of  Indian  meal 0     1     0 

when  the  above  quantities  were  completed. 

For  every  quarter  of  rye,  lOi/.,  until  tbe  quantity 

amounted  to  100,000  quarters;  after  whioh,  id." 

He  merely  read  this  to  show  that  the  state 
of  the  law  at  the  lime  he  was  about  to 
supply  hun  with,  was  aingularly  favourable 
to  his  theory ;  and  when  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  told  them  that  when 
once  the  people  of  this  country  had  tasted 
the  sweets  of  a  free  trade  in  com,  they 
would  not  easily  be  induced  by  any  power 
to  return  to  restriction,  he  begged  to  ob- 
serve that,  in  the  five  years  to  which  he 
bad  referred,  and  to  which  he  had  presumed 
the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth  had  intended 
to  refer,  this  country  had  an  abundant 
taate  of  free  trade,  and  that  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  bounty  on  com  imported  into  it. 
In  the  year  1797  the  average  price  of 
wheat  in  England  and  Wales,  was  1?«.  \d. 
(It.  being  the  amount  of  tbe  variation  of 
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G'tce  during  the  fire  ye«rt  of  restrictJon, 
it  remembered) ;  in  1798  the  price  wm 
ovij  m».  3d.;  in  1799  it  was  67(.  Gd.; 
vhilat  in  1800  it  WM  U3«.  7d.  ;  and  in 
1801,  118«.  5d.  During  thig  time,  indeed, 
there  was  practically  no  Corn  Law.  They 
might  tell  him  that  these  were  years  of 
scarcity.  ["  Uear,  hear!"l  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen cried  "  Hear,  hear  ;  '  but  was  not 
their  Byatem  of  free  trade  intended  to  batc 
this  country  from  years  of  scarcity  ?  They 
might  tell  him  tlutt  these  years  fonned  a 
period  of  war  and  disturbance  ;  but  what 
said  the  hon.  Member  for  Clitheroe  the 
other  night?  "Never,"  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  "  talk  ta  me  of  war.  During 
the  last  war,  you  had  eom  from  France, 
and  cotton  from  America,  when  in  open 
hostility  with  those  countries  ;  and,  pass 
but  this  measure  of  free  trade,  and  go  to 
war  with  France  and  America,  or  not,  an 
you  please — trust  no  more  to  your  wooden 
waUa,  but  to  your  steam  and  your  sticntific 
improvements,  and,  like  tnie  philosophers, 

5 lace  confidence  in  your  free  trade,  and 
epend  upon   it  free   trade   will   be   your 
panacea  for  all   the  erila  that  may  befal 
you."     He   had  shown,   then,   the   h 
Member  for  Lambeth,  be  hoped,  that 
far  from  the  years  he  hod  taken  proving 
his  argument,  they  proved  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  those  sitting  round  him  were 
advocating  laws  the  cfiV?ct  of  which  they  said 
was  to  secure  cheap  prices.  To  turn  now  for 
a  moment  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.     M 
Canning  once    said    in    that    House — an 
never   did  auy   sarcasm  contain  a  greati 
truth — "  that  nothing  in  it  was  so  decei 
ful  as  figiires,  unless  it  were  facts."     B\ 
if  Mr.  Canning  were  there  now,  he  would 
have    seen    something  more   subtle    than 
figures,  more  deceitful  than  facts,  viz.,  the 
public  principles  on  which  public  i 
posed  to  conduct  the  Govcroment  of  the 
country.     He  (Mr.  Borthwick)  said  bo,  be- 
cause he  believed  it,  and  because  he  tbougbt 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  agree 
with  him — and  particularly  if  ho   could 
show  it  on  the  authority  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself—that  he  {Sir  R.  Peel) 
drew  diametrically  opposite  conclusions  from 
the  same  facts.    When  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman addressed  his  constituents  at  Tam- 
worth  in  1841— and  he  (Mr.  Borthwick) 
referred  to  this  to  show  the  dcKterous  inge- 
nuity by  which  he  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  could, 
at  different  times,  draw  opposite  conclusions 
from  the  same  facts — in  1841,  at  Tnm- 
Wortb,  Then  aaked  hiB  (^iiiwa  upw  the 
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'  Com  Laws,  the  right  hon,  GentlanAii  t»- 
ferred  to  Mr,  M'CuUovh,  and  quoted  from 
his  work  on  the  subject : — 

"  The  price  of  wheat  in  Engiand  at  an  averag* 
of  tbf  ten  ;can  ending  with  18>0,iruM)  ICM^a 
S3i.  6d.  ■  ^aBrt«r.  It*  STcnLge  price  haa 
as  wc  have  jun  M«n,  been  reduced  to  Ott. 
■  quarter,  and  jet,  notwithatuidiiig  Uiis  tt 
duuK  &]L,  a  most  pxlraordinary  Improvenient  faaa 
takpn  plarc  in  agrirutturc  (luce  I8!0;  lo  mnekaa^ 
that  we  now  provide  (or  an  addition^  popolatioti 
of  at  leait  UTSn  milliotiB,  not  onlf  vithontaa^ 
increue,  but  with  ■  very  coaiidersble  diminuticai 
of  importation.  Caniidering  the  rut  importMica 
i>ra|n'i'^ult>"^>  tbnt  nearl;-  h^  the  population  af 
thp  [Empire  arp,  directly  or  indirectlj,  depradent 
on  it  for  employment  and  the  means  of  nibaiM- 
ence,  a  prudent  itateaman  would  ptuM  before  he 
gave  hii  sanclioD  to  an;  moaiure,  hovcier  aound 
in  priociplv,  ur  beneficial  to  tlio  mercantile  and 
manu&cturing  clasm,  that  might  endanger  dw 
pnnpcritf  of  a^cultUK.  or  check  tfae  rapid  tprtad 
of  iniprorcmenl." 

In  this  passage  the  right  hon.  Baronet  ra- 
peatcd  and  adopted  M'CuUoch,  in  1841, 
on  the  hustings  at  Tamworth  ;  and  yet 
there,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1846, 
he  made  these  observations  :^ 

"  I  will  My  Ihnt  nothing  ran  be  more  erroneons 
than  the  notion  that  the  interests  of  agricultura 
are  nccraiarily  and  intimately  interwoven  with 
ttio  price  of  wheal.  ...  I  shall,  however,  be 
sincerely  disappointed  if  any  such  reduction  in  the 
prirr  of  wheat  itiould  take  place  ns  would  serioosly 
injure  the  agricnlturaj  Interest  of  this  country  ; 
but  what  I  want  to  show  is,  that  agricultural  pros- 
perity lias  no  necessary  connpiion  with  the  price 
uf  V'heat  I  lake  it  as  admitted  that  there  never 
was  a  period  in  which  science  was  so  much  aj^ilied 
to  ajcricutture.  in  which  the  improvFmenta  were 
so  great,  and  the  cost  of  productioa  so  reduced,  aa 
daring  Ihe  lant  three  or  four  years.  Then  what 
has  been  the  price  of  wheat  y  There  is  in  thia 
country  a  natural  tendency  to  decline  in  the  price 
of  wheal,  apart  from  legislation.  In  the  ten  yean 
ending  with  1805.  the  price  of  wheat  was  81*.  Sd. 
In  the  ten  years  ending  with  ISIS,  it  was9Ts.'6dL; 
1826,  78s.  ad. ;  1835,  60s.  6d. ;  18*S,  67».  lid. : 
and  during  the  last  four  yearn,  61*.  \6d. ;  so  that, 
during  that  period,  there  has  been  a  &11  in  the 
prico  of  wheat  Irom  BT*.  6<f.  aod  81*.  2d.  to 
Sli,  lUd. ;  and  yet  agricnlturel  prosperity  was 
never  more  marked  —  agricultural  improTemont 
more  cxteniife  ;  and  therefore,  if  there  should  be 
a  continual  fall  in  the  price  of  wheat,  don't  attri- 
bute it  all  to  the  change  in  your  laws  ;  for  it  may 
be  the  result  of  the  imprevements  whiob  you  ara 
carrying  into  operation.'* 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  here — continu- 
ing his  figures,  too,  down  to  the  very  pe- 
riod at  which  he  was  speaking — mode  njM 
of  the  same  facts  in  1841;  and  yet  hedivw 
from  them  the  very  opposite  conoluaicm 
from  that  at  which  he  then  arrived,  and 
id  that,  considering  the  potato  famine  in 
Ireland,  and  that  prices  had  so  diminishad 
under  protection,  "it  was  the  part  of  * 
prudent  Btatesmaa"  «t  voce  to  remove  all 
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/irotectiOD  from  agriculture.     But,  to  pur- 
sue the  KTgument  of  the  boo.  Uembor  for 
Lambetli,  here  wm  it  proof  tlutt,  under  the 
pntcction  which  had  prevuled  for  half  a 
centiuj,  pricea  had  diminished.    The  right 
hoD.  (Mntlemui  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
£xdte^ner  (Ur.  Baring)  had  told  them  the 
other  night,  that  all  their  legislation  hod 
teiHled  to  a  remoral  of  protectioii;  but  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  the  present  Secre- 
-tMrj  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
liaa  Kaanred  the  House  that  this  orgnmeut 
-«raa  qnite  a  mistake,  because  ho  had  told 
■t  that  the  effect  of  the  measure  of  1842 
-vraa  that  of  greater  Btringeocj  on  importa- 
tion than  had  been  produced  bj  any  of 
"•luMe   measureB  in  regard  to  com  which 
liad  preceded  it.     Thej  found,  then,  prac- 
^icallj,   ^t  exactly  in  the  proportion  in 
'which  protection  had  been  munttuned — in 
]iropor^n  M  protection  had  been  made 
:iQore  Rtringent— -exactly  in  that  proportion 
liad  sgrictdtnre  flonrisbed,  and  the  price  of 
irheat  diminished  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try.     These    were   simple   facts  —  plain 
figures,   accessible  to  all  the  world — and 
he  sbonld  be  glad  to  hear  from  some  faon. 
Member  something  hke  an  answer  to  them. 
For  his  own  part,  he  confessed  ho  had 
heard  none,  either  during  the  twelrc  nights' 
discussion  thej  had  hud  on  the  Com  Law 
Besolations,    or   in    any  of   the    speeches 
wlueh  had  been  made  in  the  present  dc- 
hate   on   the  second  reading  of  this  BUI; 
and  yet  this  was  by  no  means  the  first 
thoe  <m  which  they  had  been  introduced 
to  the  notice  of  the  House.      AVhilat  ho 
(Hr.  Borthwick)  was  quoting  Mr.  Canning, 
hebeliered  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  [Sir 
K.  Peel)  cheered  ;  bat  he  was  at  a  loss 
ia  know  what  was  the  meaning  of  that 
dieer,  unless  it  was  to  bo  found  in  this — 
diat  he  (Mr.  Borthwick)  hod  been  an  un- 
deriating  supporter  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net up  to  the  moment  when  be  heard  the 
«ank  to  wiiich  ho  had  referred  fall  from 
liiB  lips,  and  had  defended  libi  from   the 
(Wges  which  he  had  thought  had  hccn 
DMUStly  brought  against  hia  Oovcmnient. 
When  he  saw  in  the  Timet  the  announce- 
nenl  which,  by  some  well-arranged  cou- 
trirancc,  had  reached  the  columns  of  that 
jsnmal,  he  was  one  of  those  who  had  said 
that  he  believed  it  to  be  impossible  that 
the  ri^t  hon.  Gentieman  could  have   so 
changed  his  opinions,  and  had  proclaimed 
his  conviction  that,  if  he  had  so  changed 
Ids  own  opinions,  he  would  not  ask  him- 
•df,  or  any  other  of  bis  former  supporterB, 
to  change  theirSf  in  the  present  Parliament 


at  all  eveuta.  Even  after  the  Speech  from 
Her  Majesty,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Session,  and  after  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  given  therein  a  shadowy  outline 
of  bis  future  measures — even  after  they 
had  been  told  that  their  previous  relaxa- 
tions of  commercial  laws  had  worked  so 
well,  that  they  were  odvieod  to  proceed  fur- 
ther in  tito  same  course — even  after  these 
declarations  ho  had  still  given  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  his  unlimited  confidence. 
He  had  asked  liimaulf  whether  ho  had  any 
reason  to  regret  Ihc  vote  which,  in  com- 
mon with  other  Gentlemen  then  around 
him,  lie  had  given,  by  which  he  had  helped 
to  ptacu  him  in  power,  and  to  displace  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London  from 
office.  "True," he  had  eud  to  himself, 
"  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  purpose 
some  alteration  of  the  Corn  Laws — tme, 
he  may  propose  some  modification  of  our 
commercial  system — I  am  not  averse  from 
takiiiK  such  changes  or  modifications  into 
consideration;  but  I  will  not  believe,  till  I 
hoar  it  from  the  lips  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman himself,  that,  considering  the  bur- 
den of  our  taxation,  and  the  artificial  state 
of  our  social  relations,  he  will  propose,  at 
least  to  this  Parliament,  tho  complete  re- 
moval of  protection  from  com."  He  had 
thus  Interpreted,  then,  the  cheer  of  the 
ri(;ht  hon.  Baronet;  and  he  would  now  ask 
him  to  Bay  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men or  himself  was  right  as  to  the  opinion 
which  the  country  entertained  upon  tlus 
subject.  And,  speaking  of  the  opinions  of 
tho  country,  let  him  remind  the  House  that 
appealshadhcenmade  toit  in  Westminster, 
iuEast  Gloucestershire,  InNottinghamshire, 
and  else  where,  which  showed  that  the 
country  was  not  in  favour  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  measures.  He  doubted  not 
that  the  Government  hod  no  other  than  the 
must  sincere  conviction  that  upon  these 
mcoEureH  rested  the  welfare  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  he  could  readily  believe  that  they 
were  so  pinetrig  with  a  sctiso  of  their  im- 
portance that,  whatever  might  he  the  opin- 
ion of  the  country  in  respect  of  them,  they 
were  determined  to  overcome  all  the  diffi- 
culties by  which  tlie  measures  were  beset, 
Aiid,  Inasmuch  as  they  tliuught  they  could 
carry  them,  to  risk  all  the  consequences, 
and  trust  to  posterity.  Well,  they  would 
trust  to  posterity :  but  would  tho  House 
allow  him  to  repeat  to  it  why  it  was  that 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  give  his  opposition  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  on  these  ques- 
tions ;  and  to  give  it,  he  could  assure  them, 
widi  gieater  pain  at  hemg  compelled  to 
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take  that  couree  than  he  had  erer  felt  upon 
any  atibject  of  political  importance  !  And 
here  lei  him  obBerve,  that  hia  noble  and 
hon.  Fricnda  around  him  required  no  ^d 
of  his  in  furtherance  of  the  great  eauM  thej 
had  undertaken  ;  and  he  stood  there  in  aid 
of  no  partj,  great  or  small.  Bat  he  did 
stand  there  to  record  his  vote,  in  a  sen- 
tence in  which  that  House  was  called 
upon  to  pronounce  its  opinion  upon  a  great 
question,  by  which  the  powerful  few  were 
to  be  benefited  at  the  expense  of  the  weak 
and  working  many ;  and  upon  a  matter 
with  which  posterity  had  no  more  to  do 
than  this — ^tnat  they  were  anticipating;  the 
estate  of  posterity,  and  squandering  it  in 
order  to  make  place  for  the  miserable 
Mammon-collected  capital,  which  was 
the  god  of  their  idolatry.  He  had  referred 
to  the  quotations  of  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, and  he  would  now  beg  to  refer  to 
Burke's  celebrated  "  Essay  on  Scarcity," 
Knd  only  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  the 
view   which  he  had  taken.      Mr.  Burki 

"  Keyer  linee  I  bare  known  EngUnd  luTe  . 
knowD  ZDore  than  >  comparmliTe  Kareilf.     Tb 

C*  «  of  wheit,  Uking  a  number  or  jttn  together 
had  no  Terr  roniiderablfl  Suctoklioiu,  nor  ha 
it  riaen  eioeedinf^lf  until  within  the  lait  twclvi 
monthi.  Kren  now,  I  do  not  know  of  one  man. 
woman,  or  child,  that  bu  periahed  for  bmine— 
fewer,  if  uij,  than  in  jean  of  pleni;,  when  luch 
thingi  ma;  happen  b;  accident.  Thu  ia  owing  to 
a  ore  and  auperintendenceof  the  poor  far  greater 
tlian  I  mnember.  The  coniideration  of  this 
engfat  to  bind  na  ill,  rich  and  poor  together, 
•gainat  tboae  wicked  wrilera  of  the  newspapen 
who  would  inflame  the  poor  against  their  Irienda, 
gnardiana,  patrons,  and  protectora." 

He  concludes — 

"  Let  (ube  saved  from  too  mnch  wisdom  of  our 
own,  and  we  shall  do  tolerablf  well." 
Now,  he  (Mr.  Borthwick)  believed  these 
measures  of  the  Government  to  be  deitruc- 
tive  to  the  interests  of  posterity,  and  de- 
structive to  those  whom  they  called  the 
labouring  poor;  aod,  in  saying  this,  he 
made  no  distinction  between  those  classes 


the  improvements  of  science  and  invention, 
mingled  their  labour  with  the  labour  of 
machinery  in  Manchester  and  their  other 
great  manufacturing  towns;  for  he  firmly 
believed  that  both  cUsseB  of  labourers,  both 
the  agricultural  and  the  manufacturing 
workmen,  were  'vitally  concerned  in  ihe 
question  before  the  House.  Some  of  the 
advocates  of  these  mcaaurea  said,  "  Give 
the  poor  cheap  bread;"  but  others  said,  in 
itdrocatuig  them,  that  their  effect  would 


be,  not  to  cheapen  bread,  hut  to  b 
trade.  But  he  would  ask,  how  did  thej 
affect  the  Colonies  t  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Liskeard  had  said  that  ths 
Canadai  were  not  at  all  alarmed  at  the 
prospect :  but  if  he  (Mr.  Borthwick)  might 
rely  on  the  contents  of  a  letter  from  Mon- 
treal, dated  February  25,  and  which  ^»- 
? eared  in  the  Liverjtool  Standard  of  the 
_4th  instant,  he  thought  it  contained 
very  important  and  trustworthy  evidence 
on  that  point.  It  was  an  extract  from  a  let- 
ter from  a  member  of  an  eminent  firm  in 
America,  and  was  to  the  following  effect : — 
"  Montreal,  Feb.  35. 

"  The  poBsibilitj  of  so  American  nr,  whi^ 
until  the  arrival  of  the  packet,  waa  the  all  i  ngrnes 
ing  topic,  seeuiB  now  to  bo  viewed  as  bat  of  miaor 
importance,  contrasted  with  the  evil  likely  to  i«- 
snll  to  the  province  from  the  contcm^dated  cbongM 
m  the  Com  IjIWb  and  the  duties  generall;. 

"  Landed  propertT  here  is  now  regarded  ai  wora 
fiftf  per  cent,  less  than  it  wa*  previous  to  the  ar- 
rival of  the  packet.  Of  oounie,  iJm  worrt  view  is 
the  one  in  which  it  ii  now  looked  at. 

"  With  regard  to  the  immediate  fUect  of  theae 
changes  in  our  produce  market,  the  prevailinv 
opinion  Bcrcu  to  be  that  tho  dearth  of  broad  itiA 
at  home  will  neutralise,  to  a  great  extent,  the  evil 
that  would  otherwise  have  resulted  from  them,  at 
least  for  this  season.  It  is  not  eipecled  that  floor 
will  bll  in  price  immcdialelj. 

"  It  is  thought  it  will  open  at  someting  between 
2T>.  eJ.  to  30s." 

And  now,  when  they  looked  at  the  faith 
by  which  this  House  had  pledged  itself  to 
Canada,  in  the  Canada  Com  Bill,  he  con- 
fessed he  could  Hcarcely  tmdcrsland  how 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  connected  the 
maintenance  of  the  Britiih  Colonics  with 
measures  hke  the  present.  What  he 
wished  to  know  was,  why  it  should  be  con- 
sidered necessary  that  this  country  should 
be  dependent  upon  any  other  parties  for  its 
food  than  its  own  native  cultivators  and 
the  industrious  inhabitants  of  its  Colonies 
— provided  that  the  labour  of  each  were 
adequately  protected.  And  to  this  prin- 
ciple they  had  nothing  opposed  but  the 
vainest  theories  that  ever  possessed  the 
brain  of  man.  They  could  not  point  to 
any  single  authority  who  had  written  on 
political  economy,  and  sustained  the  viewa 
of  public  policy  which  they  who  supported 
these  measures  were  advocating.  The 
Government  had  stated  that  they  enter- 
tained those  measures  in  consequence  of  a 
scarcity  abroad,  and  on  account  of  an  ap- 
prehended scarcity  of  food  in  Ireland  ;  but 
what  said  that  greatest  of  all  authorities 
upon  political  economy,  Edmund  Burke, 
upon  the  subject?  In  his  "  Thoughts  tm 
Scarcity"  he  said —  ,  -  t 
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"  of  an  thing!  mn  inliicraetlBmperiiig  with  the 
trade  of  proTision*  u  the  most  daogeroiu.  ui'  '"~ 
alwaji  wont  is  the  time  wbea  men  are  moi 
poeed  to  it — that  it,  in  the  time  of  ecaroit;. 
value  there  ia  nothing  on  which  the  paseioni  ( 
an  ■>  noleiit,  and  their  jndpnent  so  weak,  and 
OD  which  then  «iiit  tuch  a  multitude  of  ill- 
gnxuMled  prqodicet." 

And  jret  they  referred  to  Burke  aa  &n  nu- 
thori^  for  introdnciiig  measures  of  free 
trade,  eiiiiply  becaose  there  wu  an  appre- 
hended scarcity  of  food,  and  upon  no  other 
gnnmd«.  They  also  quoted  from  Deacon 
Hoine ;  but  although  Deacon  Hume  was 
in  the  abstract,  a  free  trader,  and  in  favour 
of  a  relaxation  of  prohibitory  duties,  still 
he  practically  recommended  a  fixed  duty; 
ondinhis  letters  to  the  Monimg  ChrtmicU, 
vhich  were  afterwards  collected  and  pub- 
lished in  a  pamphlet,  he  denounced  those 
laws  as  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  Qod,  and 
th«  rights  of  man :  he  trembled  at  the  idea 
of  me  trade.  And  to  show  that  he  was 
adTATM  to  such  a  principle,  he  earnestly 
proposed  the  adoption  of  a  fixed  duty  similu 
to  that  su^ested  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Uember  for  the  citj  of  London  (Lord 
John  Russell).  Then  Mr.  VCnlloch  had 
also  been  r^erred  to ;  but  Mr.  M'Cul- 
loeh  and  others  who  had  written  upon 
the  science  of  political  economy,  hod 
nerer  lost  a  sin^  opportunity  of  atig- 
matizing  as  stupid  and  factious  exaggera- 
tions the  theories  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport  and  the  other  Gentlemen  who 
advocated  principles  of  free  trade.  What 
■ud  Mr.  M'Culloch  ?— 


Hi 


"  The  iojorionB  iofloenoe  of  the  existing  Corn 
Iaw  has  been  stupidlj  and  fiwtioual;  exaggerated. 
Still,  however,  it  ia  inconteatable  that  the  allding- 
leale  ia  produfftive  of  great  loan  and  inconveaiesce  ; 
and  we  have  wen  that  the  anbatitution  of  a  fixed 
iatj  of  J[«.  or  6a.  a  quarter,  to  oonntervail  the  pe- 
eollar  burdens  felling  on  land,  woDld  be  a  aignal 


Dr.  Adam  Smith  and  Mr.  Ricardo  all  had 
denounced  the  principle  of  absolute  free 
trade  as  fatal  and  injurious  to  the  industry 
of  the  countrf ;  and  yet  they  were  told  that 
such  principles  as  those  which  had  been 
propoaed  for  adoption  were  to  he  classed 
with  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bassetlaw 
(Mr.  G.  Teraon)  hadnaedonextraoidinaiy 
argument.  Althonsh  the  hon.  Member 
for  Idskeard  (Mr.  C.  Buller)  had  sported 
npon  the  borders  of  eitravagance — and  he 
was  one  of  those  hon.  Members  who  hod  a 
right,  periiapg,  to  make  so  free — yet  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bassetlatv,  when  taunting 
bon.  Gentlemen  at  his  (Mr.  Borthwick's) 
aide  of  the  House  with  oTer-deroUon  to  ike 


wisdom  of  their  ancestry,  had  deUrered  a 
speech  in  ridicule  of  that  wisdom  of  a  de- 
scription such  as  ho  hod  never  had  the 
misfortune  to  hear  before.  Yet  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  addressing  an  assemblage 
of  Englishmen  in  the  nineteenth  century, 
in  a  country  whose  rapid  spread  of  civiliza- 
tion had  gained  for  it  the  leading  position 
among  the  notions  of  the  earth,  and  had 
desired  them  to  ridicule  the  inspirations  of 
Shakspeore,  Milton,  and  Burke — men  who 
had  immortalised  their  language,  and  who 
had  been  charged  with  high  missions  for 
the  civilization  of  mankind.  But  the  opin- 
ions of  such  men  were  to  he  discarded,  and 
their  wisdom  ridiculed.  The  wisdom  of 
such  a  man  as  Newton — Newton,  who  stu- 
died the  heavens,  and  revealed  to  man  the 
wonderful  mystery  by  which  the  Almighty 
suspended  the  Heavens  in  space! — those 
Ughts  of  a  generation  that  had  passed  away, 
were  to  be  forsaken  for  the  hon.  Memberfor 
Bassetlaw,  and  the  opinions  and  principles 
of  a  Sheridan,  a  Fox,  or  a  Burke,  were  to  be 
forgotten,  in  order  that  homage  might  be 
offered  at  the  feet  of  that  hon.  Gentleman! 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  vrith  a  ludicrous  and 
strange  self-complacency,  bad  told  them 
that  in  following  the  wisdom  of  their  an- 
cestors they  were  abandoning  the  wisdom 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  country;  but  he  (Mr.  Borthwick)  would 
tell  him  that  in  the  history  of  htunan  cha- 
racter, there  had  not  boen  one  soUtarr  in- 
stance in  which  any  man  who  despised  the 
wisdom  that  had  gone  before  bim,  had  left 
behind  him  an  example  of  adding  to  its 
stock.  The  authorities  he  had  referred  to 
bore  bim  out  in  this  assertion,  because  they 
hod  all  admired  the  wisdom  of  those  who 
had  gone  before  them.  They  were  re- 
minded from  the  Treasury  benches  of  the 
stores  of  science  at  command,  of  the  power 
of  steam  and  machinery,  and  appealed  to 
whether  by  the  hand  of  science  they  could 
not  charge  the  lightning  with  a  message, 
and  that  its  obedient  will  would  bring  hack 
a  return.  But  who,  he  would  ask,  had 
invented  the  steam  engine,  or  made  those 
wonderfid  discoveries  in  chemistry  which 
hod  been  productive  of  so  much  advantage 
to  mankind?  Had  they  not  all  been  i^- 
mirers  of  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  ? 
But  npon  what  grounds  had  the  country 
been  called  upon  hy  Her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters to  make  those  important  changes? 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  bead  of  the 
Government  (Sir  R.  Peel)  had  ulked  of 
famine  in  Ireland ;  and  the  noble  Lord  op- 
poaite  (Lord  J.  Rnasdl)  had  mentioned  t&Q 
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game  CKuae  prospectirely  ;  bnt  the  noble 
Lord  Iiad  been  nther  giuuded  in  his  allu- 
siona  eince  his  celebrated  letter  to  the  elec- 
tors of  the  citj  of  Loodon.  He  (Ur. 
Borthwiok)  lutd  looked  to  the  st«te  of  Ire- 
land, ftnd  in  common  with  all  vho  bad  lis- 
tened to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  UniverBitj  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Sbaw)  had  heard  with  the  utmost  Batisfac- 
tion  the  statements  made  by  that  hon. 
Gentleman.  There  could  he  but  one  feel- 
ing of  satisfaction  among  all  who  heard 
those  statements.  He  was  sure  nothing 
could  make  them  diesatisficd  unless  thej 
doubted  their  truth.  Tbo  truth  of  them, 
howeyer,  could  not  he  doubted,  for  the 
prices  of  the  esculent  therein  quoted,  cor- 
roborated their  truth.  The  noble  Lord  op- 
C!  (Lord  J.  Ruaaell)  and  his  late  Col- 
es in  office,  were  shy  of  touching  upon 
the  subject,  and  therefore  aaw  the  pro- 
prietj  m  not  eommitting  themselves.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  noble  Lord  close  to  him 
(Lord  Horpetb)  had  escaped  irom  the  re- 
aponsibilitj  which  was  thrown  upon  the 
nght  hon.  Baronet ;  but  would  the  support 
and  gratitude  of  the  former  be  extended  to 
the  Government  after  the  present  measures 
were  carried?  Would  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet find  in  the  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port (Mr.  Cobden)  and  the  Gentlemen  who 
surrounded  him,  better  followers  than  those 
he  had  abandoned ;  or  would  they  not  seize 
the  first  opportunity  to  return  to  that 
power  from  which  the  late  followers  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  dislodged  them  ? 
But  why,  he  would  ask,  were  the  mcaanres 
proposed  by  the  Government  for  adop 
tion  more  advantageous  now  than  bo- 
fore  ?  Did  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws 
embrace  everything  ?  Was  there 
Church  in  England?  Was  there  no  Church 
in  Irelaud  ?  Was  there  no  Factory  ques- 
tion, and  were  there  no  Poor  Laws  ?  Did 
none  of  those  great  principles  remain ! 
Yes,  they  all  remained  hut  the  effect  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  carrying  this  law, 
would  be  to  deliver  the  country  which  con- 
fided in  him  (not  a  party,  hut  the  country 
itself),  iu)d  its  poor  iuduetrious  classes, 
with  all  its  vast  dependencies,  hound  hand 
and  foot,  to  the  mischievous  policy  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  It  behoved  every 
Gentleman  to  give  a  candid  vote,  and  he 
agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
J.  RusscU),  that  every  vote  ought  to  be 
given  on  the  assumption  that  it  would 
carry  the  measure.  Uis  vote,  be  assured 
the  EgiuCf  would  be  given  with  due  regard 


the  importance  of  the  lubjeet,  and  in  ft 
totally  disinteiMted  manner.  Tha  boa. 
Gentleman  who  sat  near  him,  hod  been 
asked  what  mcunres  they  were  pr^Htnd 

propose  were  they  to  form  an  Admini*- 
tration  ?  But  that  was  a  question  upon 
hich  be  congratulated  the  non.  MemDer 
for  Lynn  for  maintaining  silence,  beCMUsa, 
if  the  question  were  answered,  it  migfat 
give  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  bead 
of  the  Government  the  Budget  he  was  fiab- 
ing  for,  and  he  might  adopt  their  policy  ; 
or,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Shrewsbnnr 
had  facetiously  remarked,  he  might,  find- 
ing them  bathing,  run  away  with  their 
clothes.     The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 

Russell)  would  no  doubt  keep  his  coun- 
sel upon  this  question  ;  but  be  (Mr.  Bortb* 
wick)  maintained  that  if  his  vote  wers  the 
casting  rote,  and  if  he  were  told  his  voting 
one  way  would  carry  or  defeat  the  mea- 
proposed  by  the  Government — view- 
ad  not  being  ignorant  of  all  die  in- 
inience  to  commerce  and  danger  to 
society  which  would  result  from  a  dusoln- 
tion  of  Parliament  at  this  moment — stiO 
he  would  feel  himself  bound  to  vote  preciselj 
as  he  nowfclthimself  bound  to  vote  againai 
the  measure  of  the  Government.  He  would 
in  that  caso  bo  responsible  to  God  and  hia 
country,  and  posterity,  for  the  judgment 
which  they  would  pass  upon  him  for  the 
honest  eiereise  of  that  right,  by  which  he 
believed  he  would  secure  from  imminent 
danger  the  fortunes  of  a  great  and  power- 
ful Empire,  lie  bad  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion advocated,  at  great  disadvantage, 
the  opinions  ho  held,  because  he  did  not 
expect  he  would  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  address  the  House  that  night, 
and  therefore  was  not  so  well  prepared  t« 
do  justice  either  to  himself  or  to  tke  cause 
he  wished  to  support.  He  was  most  de- 
sirous he  should  not  be  misunderstood, 
that  tbo  principle  upon  which  he  recorded 
his  vote  against  Her  Majesty's  Ministers, 
was  not  upon  the  principle  of  party  or  of 
faction — it  was  not  from  any  desire  to  see 
a  new  party,  or  to  unseat  the  Government — 
to  see  hon.  Gentlemen  oppottite  occupying 
their  places  ;  but  because  he  coiuidered 
tliat,  in  adopting  the  wild  and  theoretical 
legislation  proposed,  the  House  would  be 
seriously  injuring  (he  intereetis  of  the 
country.  When  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  R.  Peel)  changed  his  opinions,  it  re> 
called  to  his  (Mr.  Borthwick's)  mind  the 
reply  of  a  distinguished  physician,  whom 
Moliere  made  ridicidous,  but  whom  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  bad  exalted  to  tb«  »aU 
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fime.  When  3ialgt«  Lni  wu  told  tfa&t  the 
htmit  was  aituate  not  on  the  right,  bat  on 
(he  left  side,  be  coolly  replied,  "  ^oim 
oooM  eimtai  tout  cela.  '  Tbiu  it  waa  with 
the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He  sought  tt 
make  all  those  changes  in  the  body  politio, 
hut  without  asuening  aaj  valid  reason. 
He  (Ur.  Borthwick)  trusted  the  agricultu- 
ral interest  would  long  continno  to  afford 
to  the  world  an  example  of  that  meek  and 
honest  wortK  which  had  made  tliis  couitrj 
the  most  renowned  in  the  world.  If  in 
the  mneteenth  century  it  continued  to 
maintain  its  supremacy,  and  to  stand  un- 
riralled  in  all  that  tended  to  civilize  and 
ealightea  mankind,  that  fame,  he  believed, 
was  duo  to  the  modcit  worth,  the  patient 
indnstoj,  the  great  intcllegence,  and  the 
hcttTen-bom  piety  of  the  peasantry  of 
£nf^ai]d.  He  implored  ths  House  to  be- 
ware how  it  trampled  npon  their  rights, 
and  diseaided  their  interests.  He  did  not 
tai  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  (the  free 
tradov),  who  were  connected  with  roanu- 
faetuting  and  mercantile  pursuits,  with  in- 
UDcerity  in  the  course  they  were  adopting; 
bat  he  could  not  forget  that  tbeir  eipe- 
rieoee  was  limited,  and  that  they  were  not 
associated  with  the  labouring  classes  em- 
]dojed  in  agriculture  like  the  Gentlemen 
who  sat  behind  him  upon  the  protection 
benches.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  it 
was  true,  were  now  in  the  habit  of  cm- 
ploying  largo  numbers  of  personH  ;  but 
then  fiiose  perstms  were  often  disehargcd 
at  the  end  of  a  week,  and  returning  pale, 
worn,  and  emaciated,  from  the  dm  and 
turmoil  of  a  large  manufacturing  town, 
where  could  they  find  employment  and 
shelter  ?  Could  they  find  it  in  the  agri- 
edtoral  parishes  from  which  they  had  gone 
forth  while  yet  health  and  strength  were 
theirs  ¥  No ;  the  only  shelter  they 
mold  find  would  be  in  that  gloomy  recep- 
tacle, the  workhouse,  which  the  present 
kw  afforded  them.  He  believed  that  if 
tUs  measure  was  passed  into  law,  the  con- 
dition of  the  peasantry  of  En^^and  would 
W  much  aggravated,  and  it  was  under  that 
impreasioD  that  he  ventured  to  oppose, 
hambly,  but  earnestly,  the  scheme  of  the 
Oflvemment.  He  begged  to  thank  the 
House  for  the  great  patience  irith  which  it 
had  heard  him;  tuid  he  ventured  to  express 
the  hope  that  hon.  Gentlemen  oppoaitc 
would  follow  the  example  of  hon.  Members 
b^nd  him,  and  not  rise  till  they  had 
MHneUiing  to  say,  and  sit  down  when  they 
had  finished.  If  they  followed  the  example 
Kt  tbon  by  his  Friends,  ihare  would  be  no 
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necessity  to  taunt  hon.  Gentlemen  at  hia 
side  of  the  House  with  a  desire  to  delay 
the  debate,  or  rotard  the  adjustment  of  the 
questioQ.  The  resistance  which  be  and 
tbe  Friends  whom  he  saw  around  him, 
were  making,  was  a  consistent  and  not  a 
factious  one ;  and  whatever  might  ulti- 
mately be  the  result,  he  and  the  party 
whose  principles  he  supported  would  come 
out  of  tue  Btruggle  with  nothing  but  credit 
to  themselves. 

Mk.  C.  BULLER  was  ezceedmgly 
obLged  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Evesham 
for  the  personal  compliments  which  he  had 
paid  him;  but  the  bon.  Gentleman  did  him 
injustice  when  bo  occused  bim  (Mr.  C. 
Buller]  of  having  laughed  at  Gentlemen 
opposite  when  they  quoted  the  "  wisdtua 
of  our  aDcestors."  What  he  complained 
of  was,  not  of  their  always  quoting  that 
wisdom,  BO  much  as  of  their  never  follow- 
ing it.  Our  ancestors  were  doubtless  wise 
men;  but  what  he  marvelled  at — what  he 
laughed  at — was  at  tlieir  descendants  and 
admirers  so  often  keeping  to  every  foolish 
saying  or  doing  which  tbeir  fathers  had 
lapsed  into,  while  thcy  neglected  tbe  land- 
marks they  bad  left  of  eiteuded  knowledge 
and  true   wisdom.      For,    whenever    the 

isdom  of  our  ancestors"  was  mentioned 
— their  most  sagacious  sayings,  tiieir  most 
solemn  declarations — up  got  the  hon.  Mem- 

for  Evesham  to  repeat  the  quotations, 
and  apply  them  aa  supporting  the  policy 
of  his  party;  while  hon.  Gentlemen  behind 
cheered  him  on,  without  for  one  moment 
minding  whether  the  citations  told  for  or 
against  themselves  and  their  cause,  so  long 
as  thcy  were  mode  by  somebody  on  their 
side  of  the  Uouac.  If  he  wished  to  quote 
the  "  wisdom  of  our  ancestors"  against  re- 
strictive laws,  he  should  quote  precisely 
those  two  sentences  which  at  different 
times  bod  been  cited  by  the  hou.  Member 
for  Evesham  from  the  writings  of  Burke. 
He  should  worn  tlie  House  against  the 
folly  of  tampering  with  the  subsistence  of 
the  pcoplo.  He  should  tell  the  House, 
when  they  were  proposing  a  law  by  which 
to  iuBurc  a  supply  of  food  and  of  employ- 
ment for  the  people,  he  should  remind 
them,  from  Burke,  that  a  people  main- 
tiuncd  a  Government,  but  that  no  Govern- 
ment could  maintaiu  a  people.  One  groat 
feature,  however,  of  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors,  compared  with  that  of  their  de- 
scendants, was  the  comparative  brevity  of 
their  debnles.  lie  did  not  hebovc  that,  iu 
tho  Parliamentary  history  of  tbia  or  aay 
Other  coiiiitt7  could  be  fooadh  awV  ft  ~^  ~ 
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nomenon  as  a  tiiree  weeks*  debate  upon 
one  ,HotioD.  [Hon.  UBMBEita  :  Look  to 
America.]  He  could  Iiardlj  quote  America 
in  talking  of  the  wisdom  of  our  anceators. 
Bat  he  did  maintain  that  he  had  nerer 
heard  of  our  forefathers  debating  a  Motion 
for  three  weeks;  and  though  he  was  willing 
to  do  justice  to  the  strength  and  the  varietj 
of  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  ;et  he  thought  that  they  would 
have  exhibited  both  to  more  advantage  had 
they  detailed  them  at  half  their  length. 
He  was  not  going  to  plunge  into  the  sub- 
ject of  free  trade.  This  was  altogether 
too  late  a  stage  of  the  business  tm  him  to 
adopt  such  a  course.  Besides,  it  was  a 
subject  on  which  the  good  sense  of  man- 
kind had  made  up  the  opinions  of  the  world 
long  ago;  and  whatever  ingenuity  hon. 
Gentlemen  might  show,  they  would  find  it 
impossible  to  persuade  the  world  that  the 
way  to  secure  a  cheap  and  constant  sup- 
ply of  an  article  waa  to  limit  the  range  from 
whence  that  supply  could  bo  drawn;  while 
they  would  find  the  task  equally  hard  of 
persuading  the  world  that  they,  or  the 
sellers  of  any  other  commodity,  ought  to 
have  more  than  the  fair  market  price  for 
their  ware.  He  believed  he  might  assume 
that,  since  1815.  there  was  to  be  perceived 
in  the  conduct  of  public  men  a  general  ad- 
mission that,  in  dealing  with  com,  they 
had  acted  upon  the  feeling  that  it  waa  to 
be  considered  in  the  light  of  an  exception 
from  the  general  principles  of  trade.  A 
right  hon.  Friend  of  his  had  rightly  ex- 
plained the  purpose  and  object  of  the  law 
of  1815,  when  be  described  it  as  having 
arisen  from  the  great  demand  for  com  dur- 
ing WOT  time,  the  consequent  quantity  of 
land  taken  into  cultivation,  and  the  bar- 
gains made  upon  the  faith  of  a  continuance 
of  high  prices.  In  order  to  preserve  these 
last  the  Legislature  deemed  it  wise  to  re- 
strict the  import  of  foreign  com.  He  must 
own,  however,  that  the  conduct  of  all 
sncceasire  Governments  and  public  men 
had  shown  diat  they  were  impressed  with 
the  idea  that,  in  dealbg  with  the  Com 
Laws,  the  great  principle  to  be  kept  in 
view  was  that  of  gradual  relaxation,  in 
the  hope  that  Uiey  might  be  ultimately 
entirely  done  away  with.  Now,  they  had 
heard  much  lately  of  the  merits  of  con- 
sistency. For  himself  he  could  claim  no 
such  merit;  for,  two  or  three  years  ago,  be 
had  voted  for  restriction  in  the  trade  in 
com.  But  he  at  the  same  time  could  not 
admit  that  men  could  not  change  their 
npioiong  upoq  »  point  irithout  groes  incon- 
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sistency.  Therefore,  he  felt  that  in  de- 
fending the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppoaito 
from  the  charge,  be  was  also  defending 
himself,  as  well  as  others  who  had  changed 
their  opinions  :  not  that  he  would  be  in- 
clined to  load  with  indiscrirainating  eulogy 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  He  thou^t 
that  they  had  shown  a  want  of  foresight 
in  1841  in  not  saying  "  these  laws  cannot 
he  long  kept  up — we  shall,  therefore,  pre- 
pare the  count^  gradually  for  the  adopdon 
of  perfect  free  trade."  On  the  contntty, 
however,  they  fell  into  the  error  of  imagin- 
ing that  the  Com  Laws  could  be  main- 
tained much  longer  than  it  was  posaible 
that  they  could  be  kept  up.  Since  then, 
however,  symptoms  of  a  coming  change 
were  one  after  another  manifest;  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen below  the  gangway  blamed  the 
Ministers  for  inconsistency  when  they 
should  blame  their  own  want  of  perception. 
He  did  think  that  there  had  been  abun- 
dant indication  that  the  convictions  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  bead  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  fiivour  of  the  Com  Laws  were 
undergoing  a  gradual  but  great  alteration. 
Year  after  year  he  gave  up  some  argu- 
ment in  their  favour.  First,  there  was 
their  alleged  effect  of  producing  steadiness 
of  price — that  consideration  was  thrown 
overboard.  Then  came  the  argument  aboDt 
dependence  on  foreigners — that  met  the 
same  fate — and  so  on.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  went  on  discarding  one  argument 
after  another,  until,  as  he  (Mr.  C.  BuDer) 
remembered,  the  general  remark  on  this 
ude  of  the  House  was,  "  Why,  on  what 
grounds  are  these  Com  Laws  to  stand,  as 
all  the  considerations  in  their  favour  are 
thus  successively  abandoned  ?  And,  in 
fact,  for  the  last  year  or  two,  they  had 
stood  on  nothing  more  secure  than  the 
annual  promise  which  tho  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond managed  to  extract,  that  the  Com 
Laws  should  not  be  altered  thatyear.  He 
certainly  thought  that  Ministers  should 
have  commenced  the  work  much  earUer; 
hut  the  great  nnd  interesting  question  for 
consideration  now  was — "  Under  existing 
circumstances,  can  the  Corn  Laws  be  main- 
tained any  longer  r'  He  thought  it  but 
fair  to  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to 
admit  that  the  change  of  opinion  which 
they  now  condemned  was  of  long  and  gra- 
dual growth.  He  never  coidd  believe  that, 
under  all  circumstances,  men  of  sense 
could  go  on  to  the  end  as  they  started  in 
the  beginning.  He  blamed  no  man  for 
cban^ng  bb  opinion,  especially  a  partiei- 
lot  opinion  of  this  kind,  vriUi  regard  t« 
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iriuch  arcuinstaaceB  mnfit  ezerciae  a  great 
inihieDce.  fiat  who — wha  had  experienced 
a  ebange  in  his  own  opinian,  as  be  oon- 
feeaed  fae  had  eiperieocod  many  since  he 
came  into  that  HouBe — who  could  a»j — 
eertainl^r  he,  for  his  own  part,  coold  not — 
who  could  tell  the  exact  moment  when  a 
change  of  opinion  took  place  ?  He  re- 
peated he  coold  not  point  to  the  exact 
moment  when  he  threw  the  Com  Laws 
overboard,  and  took  np  his  present  opin- 
ions- Probably,  after  he  was  really  con- 
vinced, he  went  on  in  the  old  eonrse  for 
some  time  from  habit.  Nobody  could  point 
to  the  precise  period  when  they  gave  np 
one  set  of  opiniona  and  took  to  another; 
bat  the  right  non.  Gentlemen  opposite  gave 
from  time  to  time  pliun  indications  of  the 
change  gndoally  working  in  their  minds. 
With  t^t  conriction  going  on,  how  did 
cbcnmalances  operate  in  the  autumn  of 
laat  year  ?  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had 
landed  at  the  arguments  founded  upon 
Irish  bmine,  and  had  told  the  House  tiiat 
they  were  no  argnrnents  at  bH.  And  here 
be  muat  gay,  that  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
had  shown  a  good  deal  of  that  inoonsistenc  v 
with  which' they  were  ready  to  reproach 
others  :  for  let  it  be  remembered  that  they 
bad  not  been  in  the  same  mind  as  to  the 
existenee  of  scarcity  in  Ireland  during  the 
course  of  these  debates.  Nothing  oonld 
be  more  marked  than  their  tone  in  the 
early  part  of  the  debate  in  admitting  the 
enstence  of  circumstances  of  great  dis- 
tress. ["No,  no!"]  Why,  they  allowed 
that  there  was  distress,  against  which  the 
Goremment  was  bound  to  provide.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Somerset  admitted  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  Government  to  open  the 
porta,  and  suspend  for  a  time  the  Com 
LawB.  [An  Hon.  Hembeb  ;  Assuming 
the  existence  of  the  distress.]  He  told 
them  that  it  was  not  until  tiiey  found  how 
they  had,  by  their  own  admisuon,  cut  the 
whtJe  ^^ument  from  under  their  feet, 
that  diey  had  bethought  themselves  of 
bringing  forward  the  Gentlemen  who  had 
Utcdy  attempted  to  deny  the  existence 
of  fiimine  in  Ireland,  It  did  seem 
to  him  that,  witii  such  a  calamity  im- 
pending, or  even  .  possible,  in  any  part 
of  the  country,  that  for  hon.  Gentie- 
tsen  to  come  forward,  and  on  such  evi- 
dence to  deny  the  existence  of  the  potato 
faihire,  and  to  recommend  the  House  not 
to  take  any  precautions  against  it ;  and  in 
the  teedi  of  evidence  of  the  most  decbive 
nature,  that  the  calamity  was  imminent — 
sQch  a  cootM  was  not  one  he  ahould  like 
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to  pursue.  Talk  of  their  demal  of  famiae 
in  Ireland  ;  why,  at  first  to  admit  it  was 
the  whole  ^st  of  their  speeches.  Then 
they  moved  round  ;  and  that  there  was  no 
famine,  and  ought  to  be  no  precautions, 
became  the  burden  of  their  song.  ["  No, 
no!"]  Did  they  mean  to  say  that  they 
came  forward  and,  in  the  first  instance, 
denied  the  danger  of  famine.  No,  tiiey 
said  that  Government  ought  to  take  pre- 
cautions agiunst  it.  But  now,  when  it 
was  suitable  to  their  party  views,  they  de- 
nied the  existence  of  scarcity  altogether; 
and  the  right  hon.  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dublin  came  forward  with  private 
letters  and  hearsay  Btories  to  contradict 
the  most  irrefutable  public  evidence  fur- 
nished by  public  ftmctionaries  of  all  grades, 
be^^nning  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
ending  with  the  authorities  of  Poor  Law 
Unions.  All  these  anthorities  told  the 
same  tale  of  scarcity  existing,  and  famine 
and  fever  impending;  but  some  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen there  were  who  could  still  see  no- 
thing in  the  present  state  of  Ireland,  or  at 
least  would  see  nothing  in  its  present  state, 
but  what  tallied  with  their  favourite  argu- 
ments. We  might  have  what  proof  we 
would  of  coming  fever  and  commg  famine; 
but  the  only  spectre  from  which  they  re- 
coiled was  that  of  abundance.  It  seemed 
to  him,  then,  that  this  famine  it  was  im- 
possible to  deny,  Hon.  Gentlemen  once 
admitted  its  existence  by  offering  their  as- 
sistance in  averting  it.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Lineoln  had  told  the  House  that  he 
would  subscribe  3001.  [Colonel  Sibthorf: 
I  should  like  to  know  what  you  will  give,] 
Sorry  should  he  be  to  remind  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  of  an  inconvenient 
promise.  He  mentioned  the  fact,  thinking 
it  greatly  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member's 
honour.  He  thought  nothing  could  be 
more  handsome  than  his  offer,  and  he  was 
quite  sure  that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber would  stand  by  his  word.  Bat  when 
he  and  others  subscribed,  let  th«n  recol- 
lect that  the  whole  weight  of  tiie  Com 
Laws  would  foil  upon  them — they  would 
be  paying  an  increased  price  for  the  sumdy 
of  the  starving  people  of  Ireland,  Why, 
was  not  the  common-sense  plan  the  sus- 
pension of  the  duties  and  the  free  admission 
of  cheap  food  ?  But,  then,  it  was  said  the 
Qoveminent  might  have  opened  the  ports, 
but  where  was  the  necessity  for  altering 
the  Com  Laws  ?  Ho  would  ask  hon. 
Qentiemen  to  recollect  one  or  two  facts 
connected  with  this  subject.  Since  the 
year   1S15  Goremment    had    only 
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opaaed  the  ports  bj  an  Order  in  CouncU. 
It  oocurred  in  1826,  nnder  the  Ministry  of 
Mr.  Canning.  Did  th&t  Cabinet  propose 
to  dispense  for  a  time  with  the  Com  Laws, 
without  altering  them}  Whj,  the  first  thing 
they  did  was  to  ask  for  an  Act  of  Indem- 
nity for  themselves,  and  to  propose  those 
alterations  in  the  Com  Law,  which  after 
several  ohanges— not  as  he  thought  for  the 
better — were  embodied  in  the  law  of  1828. 
The  great  argument  against  a  fiied  duty 
WAS,  "  let  a  time  of  soarcity  once  come, 
the  opening  of  the  ports  could  not  be  re- 
sisted," and  DO  one  would  hare  the  hardi- 
hood *o  propose  its  renewal.  Was  it  likely 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  he  onoe 
oonsented  to  open  the  ports,  would  ro-enaot 
his  own  law,  which  confessedly  had  not 
answered  its  purpose  ?  He  wanted  to  ask 
the  protectionists  one  qnestion — the  ports 
enco  open,  when  would  they  shut  them  ? 
They  heard  very  consolatory  stories  about 
the  neworops  of  potatoes,  and  experiments 
made  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  which  he 
supposed  the  Irish  peassnti;  were  to  fol- 
low ;  and  one  hon.  Member  was  so  good  as 
to  take  a  young  potato  out  of  bis  pocket, 
and  show  the  House  that  there  was  no  dis- 
ease in  it.  Why  none  of  them  were  dis- 
eased until  after  they  had  been  put  by  for 
food.  Could  we  look  at  those  and  be  sure 
of  the  next  crop  1  The  example  of  what 
oeourred  in  America  was  fraught  with 
warning,  for  in  three  successive  years 
there  was  an  increase  of  the  disease  in  the 
potatoes :  no  Government  could  with  com- 
mon prudence  have  legislated  for  Ireland 
without  considering  the  probability  that 
the  emergency  of  thb  year  would  be  that 
of  the  next.  Would  yon  have  had  the  Go- 
remmont  open  the  ports,  and  shut  them  in 
September,  behoving  they  would  have  to 
(^en  them  by  Order  in  Council  next  year 
— or  would  you  have  them  open  the  ports 
for  an  indefinite  period,  and  still  keep  the 
law  unaltered  ?  It  would  have  been  impos- 
sible for  the  Qovemment  to  have  retained 
the  Com  Law  nnder  such  circum stances. 
The  feeling,  therefore,  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  must  have  been  that  the  Com 
Law  would  not  be  permanent,  and  that  the 
necesuty  for  altering  it  increased  year  by 
year ;  and  no  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
had  ventured  to  say  that  it  was  to  be  re- 
tiuned  for  over.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Northamptonshire  admitted 
that  he  could  not  say  that  it  was  a  per- 
manent law,  and  he  spoke  of  alteration 
at  a  period  which  be  did  not  spe- 
cify.   With  thb  conviction,  that  the  Uw 


was  not  permanent,  and  the  prwinre  of 
distress  in  Ireland,  were  there  no  othw 
circumstances  which  pointed  out  the  pre- 
sent as  a  time  when  this  change  might  b« 
made  with  peculiar  facility  and  slight  risk  J 
One  of  the  greatest  fears  which  had  been 
expressed  as  to  the  effect  of  this  altera- 
tion, was  the  iacrease  of  the  supply  from 
abroad.  They  were  guaranteed  now,  that 
for  some  time  to  come  there  will  be  little 
importation  of  food  from  abroad.  The 
circumstances  of  Eiuxipe  guard  against 
any  sudden  alteration  in  the  price  of  com. 
Another  fear  was,  that  labourers  would  be 
thrown  out  of  employ.  The  demand  for 
labour  was  never  so  great  as  now.  The 
demand  caused  by  the  formation  of  rulwayt 
showed  that  diis  waa  a  fitting  time  for  a 
change  which  might  afiect  the  labourer. 
A  third  reason  which  had  wdghed  with  the 
Government,  was  the  influence  which  cm 
change  of  policy  might  have  on  that  of 
other  nations.  He  had  heard  many  jokes 
made  upon  the  chimerical  nature  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet's  hopes  tiiat  Fruaaia 
would  be  influenced  by  the  change  in  ear 
Com  Law.  He  saw  last  autumn  in  a 
foreign  paper  that,  in  the  Council  of  the 
Zollvercin  held  last  year,  the  Prussian  de- 
legates used  all  their  influence  to  induce  a 
reduction  of  duties.  Conceive  how  mueh 
you  would  strengthen  the  voice  of  Prussia 
at  the  Council  of  the  Germanic  League,  if 
you  would  supply  her  witii  the  M'gument 
that  fr«e  trade  was  established  here.  Was 
there  nothing  in  the  present  position  of  the 
United  States  which  made  it  a  fitting  mo- 
ment to  relax  our  commercial  policy  }  He 
would  not  advert  to  questions  of  a  delicate 
nature.  Ho  would  not  speak  of  the  hos- 
tility to  this  country  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed there,  and  which  ho  did  not  be- 
lieve was  the  sober  souse  of  the  people. 
He  would  not  speak  of  the  probability  of 
diminishing  the  chanoe  of  war  by  the  re- 
laxation of  our  commercial  policy;  but  he 
would  merely  advert  to  the  fact  that  the 
question  of  their  tariff  was  now  under  oon- 
sideration — that  they  were  debating  thor 
tariff  at  the  same  time  that  we  were  debat- 
ing ours.  It  was  stated  the  other  night 
that  there  were  many  manufacturers  in 
America,  and  especially  in  the  NorUiem 
States,  who  are  averse  to  any  relaxation. 
Why,  the  Americans  ^ght  just  as  well 
say,  that  the  agriculturists  in  this  country, 
and  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  were  averse  to 
our  change  in  the  Com  Law  ;  but  we  say 
that  we  havo  the  majority,  and  can  prevent 
thnr  opposition  being  efiectoaL    In  that 
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WKf  tliey  pKTMled  (ho  minority  in  Amerie> 
to  nifoit  thnr  opimon.  In  die  iMt  elec- 
tion »  grent  deal  tnmed  npon  the  qnestion 
of  the  tariff;  and  in  Congress  there  was  a 
dooidod  majority  in  favonr  of  relaxation  in 
oommeroial  poUey.  There  never  was  a 
momeot  in  vhioh  it  was  more  likely  that 
if  England  relaxed  her  polioy,  she  would 
moot  with  a  eorreBpondiog  relaxation  in 
the  United  States.  On  these  groonda  he 
holieved  they  were  wrong  in  finding  fault 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  for  the  coarse 
he  had  pnrsned.  We  have  a  right  to  find 
fnlt  with  him  for  maintaining  iha  law  so 
long  as  he  has,  TherhaTeno  suoh  right, 
for  he  has  muntained  it  for  them  longer 
than  any  one  else  could,  or  than  they 
mnld  have  maintuned  it  without  him. 
They  should  thank  him  for  the  lundnesa  he 
had  shown  Ihem,  and  at  once  admit  that 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  now  yielding 
to  a  necessity  against  which  he  could  no 
longer  struggle.  But  when  he  said  that 
the  other  party  had  a  right  to  blame  the 
ri^t  htm.  Gentleman  for  the  past,  he  felt 
the  greatest  admiration  for  the  course 
whieh  ho  now  pursued.  If  he  had  not 
Uatened  to  the  voice  of  argument  and  truth 
BidBcioiiUy  soon,  he  had  certunly  now  pro- 
poanded  his  measure  of  reUef  in  a  frank 
and  determined  spirit.  No  man,  even  of 
hia  enemies,  had  ventured  to  Impugn  his 
motives.  He  beliered,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  acted  on  the  vulgar  riewa 
of  party,  and  determined  to  go  along  with 
his  own,  ri^t  or  wrong,  he  might  have  re- 
lied on  a  majority,  and  kept  up  those  laws 
■eme  time  longer.  Bat  the  result  would 
have  been  in  the  end  fatal  not  only  to  the 
Com  Laws,  but  to  far  more  important  in- 
leresta.  He  must  My  that  the  most  de- 
grading policT  a  public  man  could  punuo 
was,  having  changed  his  opinion,  to  give 
vote  which  hii  reason  condemned  ;  to  re- 
peat arguments,  of  the  fallacy  of  which  he 
was  convinced ;  and  to  impose  on  ' 
ootmtry  a  policy  which  he  bAieved  to 
dangerous.  Suoh  a  course  must  lead  to 
lite  belief  that  the  position  of  a  party 
loader  and  chief  Minister  of  the  Crown,  in- 
stead of  being  one  of  honour  and  dignity, 
would  become  one  of  the  moat  dishonour- 
able to  which  any  man  could  attain, 
ahonld  touch  on  one  other  u'gnment. 
was  said  the  Parliament  should  be  dis- 
sdved,  and  the  sense  of  the  people  taken. 
Ta  a  cotetn  extent  he  admitted  there  was 
Bome  validiW  in  that  argument.  If 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  the  repeal 
of  those  laws  was  agunst  the  sense  of 


the  country,  he  should  say  the  ezperiment 
was  not  only  unfair,  but  exoeediiigly  dan- 
gerous, because  the  inevitable  consequanoe 
would  be,  that  on  the  assembling  of  a  new 
Parliament  the  Act  would  be  revened,  and 
the  Com  Law  restored.  But  really,  after 
the  deciHive  majority  with  which  the  cues' 
lion  was  earned,  there  was  no  ground  for 
supposing  that  the  party  opposite  wouU 
increase  their  numbers  by  a  single  nnit  in 
the  event  of  an  appeal  to  the  eountiy. 
"  Oh,  but,"  said  they,  "  try,"  Grave 
reasons  alone  should  induce  a  Minister  to 
appeal  to  the  country ;  and,  in  hia  opinion, 
the  present  state  of  the  question  of  repeal 
furnished  no  such  ground.  The  arguments 
of  tho  protectionists,  on  this  pomt,  wm« 
some  of  the  oddest.  A  free  trader  was 
returned  in  Westminster ;  and  that,  they 
aud,  waa  a  great  triumph  to  them.  It  waa 
true  he  had  heard  of  400  protectjonist 
voters  being  about  to  be  brought  up  by  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  to  turn  the  scale,  but 
he  never  heard  of  their  setting  up  a  ouidi- 
date  on  their  own  account.  The  result  of 
the  election  must  be  taken  as  a  proof  that 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  Westminster 
were  in  favour  of  free  trade.  He  should 
grant  all  the  most  sanguine  notions  of  the 
protectionists,  that  tboy  carried  all  the 
small  towns  and  agricultural  boroughs; 
and  in  that  way,  with  the  couuties,  ob- 
tained a  majority — it  would  be  impotent  to 
keep  up  the  Com  Laws,  and  the  whole 
representative  system  would  be  brought 
tumbling  about  tfarir  oars.  Take  hut  die 
North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  bis  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Morpeth)  and  his  Colle^ue 
walked  up  the  House,  the  representative 
(as  correctly  as  he  could  make  the  calcula- 
tion] of  twenty- three  coonty  U  ambers. 
The  protectionists  did  not  pretend  they 
could  alter  the  representation,  the  metro- 
politan representation,  or  tiiat  of  the  city, 
or  of  the  county  of  Middlesex.  Why, 
these  represented  more  persons  than  240 
boroughs.  He  asked  the  proteetioniets, 
then,  had  they  not  sometimes  trembled  at 
the  consequences  of  their  own  possible 
Bucoesi  ?  If  they  attempted  to  pursue  a 
course  whieh  the  great  and  intelligent  ma- 
jority condemned,  so  surely  would  a  second 
Reform  Bill  be  proposed,  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  resist.  He  warned  them  of 
the  ground  on  which  they  were  treading  ; 
and  before  they  followed  it  np  in  that  and 
the  other  House,  he  put  it  to  them  whether 
they  would  excite  the  public  mind  to  the 
consideration  of  question*  of  far  more  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
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this  couQtrj  than  the  Com  L&ws. 
talked  of  "  conserratiTe  policy;"  b 
was  diere  a  more  aagaeioua  npholder  of 
diat  pdicy  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
when  he  reaolved  to  give  up  laws  which 
were  the  cauae  of  great  heartburning  and 
discontent  amongst  the  people. 

LoED  G.  BEHTINCK  stud  :  1 
hoiv  and  learned  Gentleman  who  hai  jiut 
sat  down  commeticed  hia  ohserraUons  to 
the  Houae  by  stating  that  the  universal 
common  sense  of  mankind  was  agreed  in 
the  priadples  of  free  trade.  Why,  Sir,  I 
think  when  the  hon.  and  loameo  Gentle- 
man looks  to  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America — when  he 
looks  to  the  opinions  of  the  monarch  and 
people  of  Frnssia  —  when  he  looks  to 
the  opinions  of  the  people  of  France  and 
her  Govemment — when  he  looks  to  the 
united  opinions  of  the  Zollrerein  of  Gi 
many — and  when  he  looks  to  the  opinions 
of  Russia — he  must  hare  paused  before  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  united 
common  sense  of  all  mankind  was 
TOUT  of  &ee  trade.  The  three  tailors  of 
Tooley-street  once  mistook  their  opinions 
for  the  opinions  of  the  united  peopli 
England  ;  and  so  it  Is,  I  think,  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
takes  the  opinions  of  a  party  which,  until 
the  month  of  November  last,  was  hut  a 
small  minority  in  this  House,  for  the 
Tersal  common  sense  of  all  mankind, 
tlie  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  made 
several  observation  widi  regard  to  the 
course  that  those  around  mo  have  taken, 
and  the  opinions  we  have  formed  in  respect 
of  the  alleged  potato  famine  in  Ireland.  I 
believe.  Sir,  and  every  day  convinces  me 
more  and  more,  that  the  alleged  potato  fa- 
mine in  Ireland  has  been  a  gross  delusion 
upon  the  country.  True  it  is,  that  we, 
having  had  ^e  Ministers  of  the  Crown  come 
down  to  this  Honse  with  a  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  stating  that  a  great  calamity 
was  hanging  over  Ireland,  and  that  there 
bad  been  a  great  failure — an  immense  and 
general  failure — in  the  potato  crop  ;  that 
this  House  was  disposed,  in  the  first  in- 
■tance,  to  listen  to  a  statement  coming 
from  such  high  authority.  Since  that 
time,  however,  we  have  had  better  opportu- 
nities of  informing  ourselves  on  the  subject, 
for  we  have  had  Returns  laid  on  theTabIc  of 
this  House  from  no  less  than  414  market 
towns  in  Ireland,  and  the  result  of  those 
Returns  was,  that  the  average  price  of  po- 
tatoes per  stone  throughout  the  whole  of 
Ireland  was  a  fraction  under  fourpence.    I 
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do  not  think  that  the  people  of  EngUod 
can  be  persuaded  that  there  is  that  disaa- 
trous  failure  in  the  potato  crop  which  some 
would  make  them  believe.  I  do  not  think 
they  will  be  brought  to  believe  that  there 
was  such  an  absolute  failure  in  the  potato 
crop  in  Ireland  as  to  produce  absolute  fa- 
mine there,  when  they  are  told  throughoui 
the  whole  of  Ireland  the  average  price  of 
potatoes  is  not  quite  id.  a  stone.  But  we 
have  it,  not  only  from  those  Returns  dated 
the  24th  of  January  last,  and  which  were 
laid  on  the  Table  <^  this  House,  that  such 
was  the  low  average  price  of  potatoes,  bnt 
we  are  also  informed  from  the  daily  news- 
papers of  Ireland,  which  record  the  current 
prices  of  potatoes  in  all  the  market  towns 
of  that  country,  that  instead  of  potatoea 
rising  in  price,  as  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  they  are  rather  falling,  in  the 
great  majority  of  the  markets.  I  have  bjr 
me  the  prices  of  potatoes,  in,  I  thiitk, 
eighty  or  ninety  of  the  principal  markets 
of  Ireland,  from  which  I  find,  that  ap  to 
the  24th  instant,  there  were  bat  four  mar- 
ket towns,  of  the  whole  number  stated  in 
the  Returns,  in  which  the  price  of  potatoea 
had  risen,  while  in  all  the  others  the  prices 
had  remained  as  they  had  been  stated  in 
the  Returns  of  the  24th  of  January  last, 
which  were  laid  on  the  Table  of  this 
House.  But  this  is  not  all.  We  have  it 
on  the  authority  of  an  hon.  Gentleman 
who  read  a  tetter  from  Carnarvon,  staring 
that  two  shiploads  of  potatoea  came  over 
from  Ireland  to  England  ;  and  we  are  also 
informed  that  several  cargoes  of  potatoes 
have  come  over  to  this  country  in  the  course 
of  die  last  few  days.  Why,  the  prices  of 
potatoes  must  be  rather  on  the  decline  than 
on  the  rise  in  Ireland,  when  they  export 
tbcm  to  England,  where  we  all  know  that 
they  have  fallen  nearly  one-half  since  the 
month  of  December  last.  So  that  I  think 
I  am  fully  Justified  in  saying  that  there 
never  was  so  gross  a  delusion  attempted  to 
be  practised  upon  any  country  as  that 
which  has  been  attempted  to  bo  prac- 
tised on  the  people  of  England  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government ;  and  this  they 
have  attempted,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  keep  out  of  sight  their  own  great  de- 
linquencies and  groas  inconsistencies  in 
abandoning  all  those  principles  which  they 
entertained  in  former  years.  It  will  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House,  tliat,  after 
much  difficulty,  I  did,  some  few  weeks 
ago,  obtain  a  declaration  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  as  to  what  he  thought  would 
be  the  prospective  effects  of  this  measure 


139  Otutomt  and  Corn  {Mabcb  26} 

It  r^nrded  the  price  of  wheat.    The  rigbt 
bon.  nronet  gare  it  aa  his  opinion  at  last 
(he  duplajed  bo  mach  courage  in  1842,  he 
WBanotdupoeed  to  he  so  courageous  again), 
tlut  hmd  free  trade  in  corn  eiieted  in  1836, 
what,  as  he  stated,  the  average  price  of 
■wheat  ia  this  country  was  39(.,  the  price, 
of  wheat  would  not  be  lower  in  the  markets 
of  this  country  by  a  free-trade  commerce 
with    foreign  countries.     The  right  hon. 
SsroDet  ssid    that  in    1836  the  averago 
price  was  39*.     The  fact  u,  the  average 
price  in  1836  was  46s..  and  in  1839  the 
avemge  price  was  39«.     I  am,  then,  pro- 
pared  to  meet  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on 
tliat  qaestion,  and  I  am  prepared  to  show 
that  the   prices  would  necessarily  be  con- 
siderablj  lower.     The  way  properly  to  as- 
certain this  will  bo  to  look  back  a  Lttle  and 
to  see  what  was  the  average  price  of  wheat 
tliroughout  all  the  markets  of  IDuropo  in 
1836,  and  then  in  connection  with  thoso 
prices  to  calculate  the  expenses  of  freight 
mnd  other  charges,  accurately  to  ascertain 
»t  what  price  wheat  could  be  imported  into 
the  port  of  London.     Well,  1  have  ascer- 
tained all  those  facts,  that  I  might  be  en- 
abled accurately  to  place  the  whole  sulnect 
hefwe  the  House.     I  find  then,   in  1836, 
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Tho«e  prices  ore  aD  taken  from  tbe  returns 
of  foreign  countries— they  ore  returns 
which  admit  of  no  dispute;  and  the  result 
of  (he  whole  is,  Uiat  wheat  in  1836  could 
have  been  imported  from  tbose  ten  different 
countries  into  England,  and  sold  at  a  very 
emiaiderable pinfit.  The  ligbt boa.  Ban-, 
VOL.  LXXXr.     {^}  I 
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net  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  and  he  gave  it 
in  this  House,  that  it  could  not  have  been 
imported  at  a  lower  rate  than  39f,  But,  I 
ask,  how  could  he  advance  such  an  opiniou, 
when  the  average  price  of  wheat  in  Eng- 
land in  1836  was  not  39*.,  but  46*.  2d.  ? 
Consequently,  it  was  clear  that  wheat 
might  be  imported  from  ports  of  Surope 
into  Mark-lane  in  1836,  at  13j.  3d.  the 
quarter  cheaper  than  the  average  price  of 
all  England:  and  when  you  recollect  that 
in  London  the  average  prices  of  wheat  ara 
generally  3f.  higher  than  throughout  the 
whole  country,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
if  there  hod  been  a  free-trade  commerce  in 
1836,  that  the  price, of  wheat  would  have 
been  reduced  far  below  39».  a  quarter;  and 
I  might  have  taken  into  calculation  the 
year  1835,  as  In  that  year  1  found  the 
average  price  in  the  whole  of  England  to 
be  39«.  6d.,  and  which  calculation!  1  have 
made  by  taking  the  prices  of  that  year 
from  tho  reports  of  the  different  countries 
in  Europe,  finding  the  result  to  be  in 
1835,  in— 
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From  this  calculation  it  ia  quite  evident 
that  in  the  year  1835,  while  the  average 
price  of  wheat  was  in  England  39f.  2a., 
the  average  price  was  in  all  tho  countries 
in  Europe  I  have  enumerated,  29f.  lOjd, 
which  clearly  proves  that  wlieat  could  be 
imported  into  Mark-lane  at  neariy  \0i.  a 
quarter  lower.  1  trust,  therefore,  1  have 
shown  to  tlio  House  tluit  tho  alarm  of  the 
farmers  of  England  at  this  measure  of  the 
Government,  was  by  no  means  visionary; 
and  Her  Majesty's  Ministera.mXnlKAttcv^n^ 
tiiis  measure,  blew  bot  aa6k  coVi-    ^ii  Q'on 
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balf  of  their  speeches  they  kfiSrined  that 
the  fanners  Deeded  not  to  be  alarmed,  for 
in  looking  at  the  electa  of  the  Tariff  in 
1843,  as  Been  in  the  pricoss,  there  waa 
every  reason  to  believe  that  free  trade  in 
com  would  ratlier  advance  tbau  lower  the 
prices  ;  and  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  m 
addressing  themselves  to  the  agricultural 
Hombers,  turned  round  and  said,  that  their 
only  object  was  to  have  cheap  food  to  ro- 
noTo  starvation,  want,  and  miaery — to 
kUeviato  human  suffering,  I  hope  and 
trust  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  will  be 
able  to  answer  the  positions  which  I  have 
laid  down,  and  that,  as  be  has  given  no 
«lear  or  distinct  opinion  as  to  what  may 
be  the  future  operations  of  hia  measure, 
that  he  will,  b;  arguments  or  statements. 
Hub  night  do  so.  Let  him  do  so  clearly, 
distincUy,  and  satisfactorily — let  him  also 
justify  4is  declaration  he  made  as  to  the 
price  of  wheat  !d  1836;  and  if  ho  cannot — 
and  which  I  am  sure  he  cannot— are  we  And  let  it  be  recollected  that  in  Franc 
not  entitled  to  ask  him  to  return  to  those  they  hare  also  a  sliding  scale. 
principles  which  he  advocated  for  a  period 
of  thirty  ye^rs  ?  It  bad  been  urged  that  a. 
free  trade  in  corn  ia  necessary  to  procure 
steadiness  of  prices  iu  this  country  ;  and 
this  was  one  of  the  principal  arguments 
against  the  sliding-scale,  that  it  had  not 
promoted  steadiness  of  price.  I  am  prepared 
to  show  (and  I  defy  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  prove  the  contrary),  that  since  the  year 
1842  the  prices  in  this  country  were  sub- 
ject  to  less  variation  than  in  former  years. 
It  has  also  been  urged  against  us  that  wo 
have  given  up  the  slidine-scale;  but  we 
have  not  g^ven  up  the  sliaing-scale.  Wc 
have  not  abandoned  the  sliding-scale  ;  and 
I  believe  a  large  portion  of  the  agricultural 
body  are  persuaded  that  the  law  of  1842 
is  a  law  which  worked  much  better  than 
any  other  law  that  had  been'  in  operation. 
The  prices  of  the  last  few  years  since 
1842,  is  so  impressed  on  every  Member, 
that  it  may  be  admitted  that  while  the 
lowest  price  in  any  week  since  the  change 
of  the  Com  l^aws  was  iSs.  Id.,  the  highest 
price  for  one  week,  and  for  one  week  only, 
was  €0(.  Id.  i  and  when  we  call  to  mind 
that  that  high  price  was  created  by  the 
alarm  which  was  spread,  and  industriously 
propagated  throughout  the  country,  I  think 
I  am  juBtified  in  saying  that  when  the  fluc- 
tuation was  only  between  45».  Id.  and 
60f.  Id.  in  the  course  of  nearly  four  months, 
that  of  it  the  country  hod  no  reason  to 
complain.  Let  me  now  see  what  were  the 
fluctuations  in  other  countries,  as  exhibited 
ia  th9  foUowing  tabular  view :  — 
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In  same  years— 

Engluid  Tiried  

Hamburg     

1836    68  per  cent. 
1838   114       '• 

Memel 

Ditto    ... 
Uaptm    ... 

1839  loe      •• 
1938     41       ■■ 

1838  li4      " 
1838  131      - 

Ode™ 

1630  toe      ■' 
1838    44      »    I 

133  Cuilona  and  Com  {Uasi 

If  jou  wish  to  hare  wheat  at  high  and  low 
prices,  the  best  coorae  certainly  to  adopt 
wiD  be  to  abandon  tbe  sliding-scale  and 
to  adopt  the  measures  «f  Her  Majesty's 
Gorerntnent ;  but  as  the  great  desideratum 
■honld  be  erennesa  of  price,  it  is  nowhere 
M>  well  to  be  found  as  in  the  law  of  1842. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  in  gpeaking 
of  the  famine  in  Ireland,  that  he  could  not 
think  of  catling  on  the  people  of  England 
to  pay  a  duty  of  17i. ;  but  I  can  ^ow  this 
duty  of  I7t.  was  paid  by  us  in  the  profits 
of  die  importer  from  foreign  countries.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  an  iavoice  which  will  ex- 
plain thifl. 

"  Rortock,  April  IT,  1815. 
"  Cargo  of  1.11)4  qiurten  of  wheat,  per  Jolun- 
Ma,  CapUun  Nciioui : — 

per  Quarter. 
J.    d. 

iDxiioe,  prifle  free  on  board 2fl    0 

Hate  fbr  Dnnnage 0    1^ 

Freight  to  Loodon   3    6 

Hnuge 0    a 

Storsue,Ubour>ge,aiidIighteng«...       1    0 
Ontj  16    0 

49  IJ 
lIacUeiibiirEwheat,&ce6l*.to64>.'t  .„  . 
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It  has  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  the  ex- 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  we  have 
abandoned  the  principle  of  the  slidiug-scale 
in  expressing  oor  willingness  to  open  the 
ports;  but  we  never  have  abandoned  the 
■Uding-scale.  It  was  said  that  I  spoke  in 
poetic  metaphor,  and  I  was  begged  to  ex- 
press myself  in  plain  intelligible  prose.  I 
was  afraid  I  wearied  the  House  on  the 
first  introduction  of  this  measure,  when  I 
urged  that  there  was  no  jnst  ground  for  it. 
We  know,  and  we  have  it  from  the  right 
lion.  Baronet  himself,  that  when  he  pro- 
poeed  to  open  the  ports  in  December,  he 
bad  only  three  Members  of  the  Cabinet, 
who  saw  the  neceHsity  of  their  being 
opened.  And  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  a 
man  of  the  most  masteriy  mind,  stated  that 
though  there  might  be  a  deficiency  in  the 
potato  crop,  it  could  not  be  said  that  there 
was  any  great  deficiency  of  food  in  Ireland; 
Mtd  he  said  more,  that  the  present  law 
would  of  itself  meet  the  exigency :  and 
these  are,  I  believe,  the  opinions  in  which 
my  hon.  Prienda  around  me  eoncar.  But, 
Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  his  great 
anxie^ — me  if  all  the  sweets  of  office  were 
■boat  to  be  dashed  from  his  lips — has 
■aked  what  our  poUcy  is  ?  and  I  feel  my- 
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self  bound  to  give  a  comprehensive  answer 
to  the  right  hon.  Oentleman.  Recollect- 
ing, as  I  do,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  evinced  the  most  decided  opposi- 
tion to  any  measuro  that  has  been  pro- 
pounded in  regard  to  the  Corn  laws— re- 
collecting that  I  had  the  honour  of  sup- 
porting him  in  that  opposition  up  till  1838, 
and  resisting  any  alteration  in  the  Com 
Laws,  and  that  it  was  not  till  1841  that  a 
fixed  duty  of  8i.  a  quarter  was  proposed 
bj  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Colleague 
— recolleeting  that  when  the  Corn  Law  of 
1842  was  proposed,  and  finding  that  the 
clamour  they  had  rwsed,  and  the  cry  for 
cheap  bread  had  not  been  Buccesaful  in  re- 
turning a  sufficient  number  of  their  friends 
to  the  House,  that  they  again  declared  in 
faTonr  of  a  fixed  duty;  and  that  it  was  only 
in  November  last  that  it  came  across  the 
mind  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the 
city  of  London  that  something  was  brew- 
ing in  the  Cabinet  of  Her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters— that  he  sought  to  outbid  them — 
and  that  he  thought  the  only  thing  he 
could  do  would  be  to  offer  free  trade.  I 
will  tell  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  com- 
prehensive advice  that  I  am  prepared  to 
give  to  this  House  and  the  country — to 
follow  the  advice  universally  given  by  the 
celebrated  Doctor  BaiUie  to  his  patients, 
to  take  no  more  of  the  remedies  previously 
prescribed ;  nad  I  would  recommend  that 
no  more  of  the  remedies  prescribed  by  that 
side  of  the  House  should  be  attended  to. 
And  that  is  the  policy  which  my  hon. 
Friends,  if  they  should  come  into  office, 
would  pursue  ;  and  the  advice  which  they 
would  ^ve  to  the  country,  seeing  that 
you  do  not  understand  the  complaints  of 
the  country,  they  should  take  no  more  of 
your  advice,  as  you  do  not  understand  how 
to  treat  your  patients.  With  respect  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
benches,  who  have  so  lately  adopted  the 
opinions  of  their  former  opponents,  the 
same  recommendatioa  will  be  equally  ap- 
plicable. The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  when 
catling  upon  me  not  to  speak  in  poetical 
metaphor,  must  have  made  some  mistake 
as  to  the  person  of  whom  he  was  speaking; 
he  must  have  been  thinking  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  who  generally  draws  bo 
largely  npon  his  ima^nation,  and  who,  on 
a  former  occasion,  in  speaking  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself,  described  him 
(Mr.  Baring)  as  an  angler  fishing  for  the 
Budget,  and  said  a  good  man  struggling 
^unst  fote  was  "a  sight  worthy  of  the 
gods."  I  think  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
F  2 
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the  ship,  stole  the  conipasii,  sneftked  wnj 
iu  the  long,  boat  and  deserted  to  the  eaemjr, 
hoping  tliat  your  gallant  crew  would  h«- 
coiue  an  easy  prcj  to  those  who  would 
board  her.  ^ut  jou  Judged  of  the  mettle 
of  your  crew  by  your  own  craven  heftrts, 
and  though  for  a  moment  we  may  liave 
been  thrown  into  confusion,  we  never  have 
been  discouraged — wo  have  rallied  from 
temporary  shock,  and  we  will  yet 
bring  the  good  nbip  off  tlic  lee  shore  and 

rry  her  safe  home  to  port. 

Debate  adjourned. 


has  hcen  fishing  for  the  Budget  from  this 
side  of  the  House.  When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ventures  to  impeach  the  course 
wo  recommend,  and  states  that  it  would 
ho  dangerous  to  cause  a  dissolution  of  Par- 
liament  on  a  question  of  this  ciciting  na- 
ture, with  the  cry  of  cheap  bread  for  the 
people  on  one  side,  and  protection  for  do- 
mestic industry  on  the  other  —  when  ho 
ventures  to  tell  us  that  we  arc  setting  the 
agricultural  against  the  manufacturing 
classes — I  must  say,  that  I  think  he 
must  have  a  short  memory,  or  be  would 
recollect  that  the  present  Parliament 
now  sits  hy  reason  of  a  dissolution 
obtained  hy  that  party  of  which  ho  is 
a  Member,  upon  the  cry  of  this  very  ques- 
tion of  cheap  bread;  and  from  the  observa- 
tions that  were  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  previous  to  that  dissolutioQ,  I 
should  not  have  expected  that  he  would 
now  have  been  so  alarmed  about  submitting 
the  question  to  the  consideration  of  the 
country.  I  recollect  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  complained  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
John  Russell)  who  sat  on  the  benches  op- 
posite,  had  excited  the  people,  and  com- 
pared tfaem  to  the  300  foxes  who  had  fire- 
brands tied  to  their  tails,  and  were  sent 
into  the  midst  of  the  standing  com;  and  1 
remember  also  that  he  compared  them  tc 
pirates,  who  would,  rather  than  surrender 
the  ship  and  their  command,  apply  the 
torch  to  the  magazine.  1  would  ask  my 
right  hon.  Friends  who  occupy  the  Treasury 
hraiches,  what  do  they  think  of  themselves 
now  ?  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  are  to  be  compared 
to  pirates,  are  not  they  pirates  too  ?  Have 
they  not  pirated  the  doctrines,  the  argu- 
ments, and  the  old  speeches  of  the  Anti- 
Corn-  Law  League  ?  But  I  cannot  pay  you 
the  compliment  of  saying  that  you  poa- 
sessed  the  dare-devil  courage  of  pirati 
that,  rather  than  yield  to  distress 
danger,  you  would  apply  the  torch  to  the 
magazine,  and  sink  your  ship.  I  connot  s 
that  you  have  stood  by  your  ship  as  long 
you  could  keep  her  afloat.  No;  you  have  left 
jour  ship  in  the  dark  of  the  night  when 
you  had  chartered  to  carry  her  homo  in 
safety.  You  have  brought  her  upon  a  lee- 
shore,  and  left  her  among  the  breakers. 
Tou  have  placed  her  under  the  guns  of  the 
enemy's  battery  whilst  your  faithful 
were  asleep  in  their  hammocks.  You 
Bcuttled  your  ship— you,  the  captain  and 


BUSLVESS  OF  THE  aoUSE: 

The  Customs'  Duties  Bill  having  bceo 
read  a  second  time. 

Lord  G.  BENTISCK:  When  will  tlie 
Bill  be  proceeded  with  'i 

Sir  R.  peel  :  It  is  proposed  to  com- 

t  it  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  committed. 

Another  Question  having  been  called  on 
and  disposed  of,  during  which  time  Lord 
G.  Bentinck  was  conversing  with  Mr. 
Youug  and  some  of  his  Friends,  the  noble 
Lord  then  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 

Lord  G.  BENTINCK  said,  that  he 
distinctly  understood  from  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  that  the 
Com  Law  Bill  would  not  be  read  a  third 
time  before  Easter.  I  declare  (said  the 
noble  Lord,  with  marked  emphasis),  I  so 
understood  my  hou.  Friend.  My  hon. 
Friend  came  to  me,  and  asked  what  the 
intention  of  my  Friends  was  as  to  opposing; 
the  Corn  Bill?  I  replied  that  I  was  not  sure 
whether  tliey  would  take  a  division  ou  the 
third  reading,  or  on  the  question  that  the 
Bill  do  pass,  and  that  it  was  also  tb^ 
intention  to  take  a  debate  and  a  division  on 
the  second  reading.  It  was  also  under- 
stood that  the  Customs  Bill  was  not  to  be 
proceeded  with  till  after  the  Com  Bill;  but 
after  what  has  been  now  stated,  I  am  sa- 
tisfied that  the  Customs  Bill  has  been  read 
a  second  time  out  of  mistake. 

Mr.  young  said,  that  at  the  request 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Tamworth,  he  had  asked  the  noble  Lord 
what  course  he  and  his  Frienda  meant  to 
pursue;  and  tlie  noble  Lord  had  stated  it 
in  the  temts  he  had  now  used.  He  re- 
turned to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with 
the  message;  hut  he  had  not  said  a  word 
about  any  stipulation,  and  he  had  made  no 
stipulation  of  any  sort.  The  noble  Lord 
the  neit  morning  statad  to  his  friends  that 


lieutenant,  maater,  and  mate — you  scuttled  j  a  message  had  been  sent  to  bim  by  the  right 
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hoa.  Baronet,  but  he  bad  cxpresslj  guard- 
ed himBclf  against  Tn»king  an;  agreement. 
The  next  evening  be  met  the  noble  Lord 
ig  the  Vote  Office.  He  had  been  aware  of 
die  meettDg.  but  he  was  not  aware  that 
thej  eould  do  mora  than  read  the  Bill  to 
prevent  A sssshi nation  iu  Ireland,  a  first 
ame  before  Easter.  He  was  perfectly  aware 
that  hoa.  Gentlemen  meant  to  fight  that 
BUI  step  by  step ;  and  as  there  was  a  pledge 
that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  first  timo 
before  Easter,  he  did  not  think  that  the 
Com  Bill  could  be  read  a  third  time.  Ho 
might  have  appeared  to  overstate  his  au- 
thority; hot  he  had  no  authority  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  conclude  any  agree- 
ment with  the  noble  Lord.  The  noble 
Lord  had  stated  fairly  what  had  passed, 
ind  the  intentions  of  his  own  party;  but 
there  was  not  a  word  as  to  any  agreement; 
be  had  no  authority  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  come  to  any  agreement;  and  he 
had  expressly  guarded  himself  from  mak- 
ing any  in  ail  the  interviews  he  had.  If 
(here  was  any  blame,  he  was  ready  to  take 
it  upon  himself;  and  ho  certainly  had 
been  under  the  impression  that  they  could 
■coTvely  read  the  Com  Bill  a  third  time, 
if  they  read  the  Irish  Bill  a  first  time  be- 
fore Easter. 

LoRO  G.  BENTINCK:  Sir,  as  this 
natter  has  proceeded  so  far,  I  must,  in 
justice  to  myself,  say  that  this  conversa- 
tion or  arrangement  was  not  of  my  seek- 
ing. I  was  in  the  Vote  OfGce  on  Friday, 
when  the  hon.  Gentleman  called  me  aside. 
He  ^tinctly  told  me  that  he  had  come 
from  Sir  R.  Peel,  whose  authority  he  had 
to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  me. 
He  suggested  the  arrangement,  that  if  we 
supported  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill,  which  it 
was  the  wish  of  Sir  R.  Peel  to  have  read  a 
first  time  before  Easter,  the  third  reading 
of  the  Com  Importation  Bill  would  be  post- 
poned until  after  Easter.  This  was  agreed 
to;  and  it  was  further  arranged  that  the 

Joestions  of  the  nohle  Lord  the  Member 
ir  the  city  of  London  should  be  allowed  to 
pus,  tub  gilentio,  by  me  and  by  those 
about  me.  Sir,  that,  too,  was  agreed 
and  myself  and  my  hon.  Friends  scni 
lously  observed  the  pledge.  On  Saturday 
last  I  received  a  letter  from  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary,  saying  he  had  not 
been  authorized  to  say  as  much  as  he  had 
Mid,  and  requesting  that  the  conversation 
which  had  passed  between  us,  might  he 
considered  private.  I  wrote  a  reply,  set- 
ting forth  1^1  that  had  passed  between  us. 
Since  then  I  met  the  hon.  Oeotleman, 


when  he  admitted  that  every  word  in  my 
letter,  as  respected  the  conversation,  was 
perfectly  correct.  I  am  sorry  if  there  be 
any  misunderstauding;  iut  if  there  he,  it  is 
not  my  making. 

Mk.  young  :  I  must  again  sny,  that  I 
expressly  giuirded  myself  iirom  making  any 
engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  freely  admit  that  I  addressed  the 
nohle  Lord  in  the  first  instance;  but  I  think 
by  what  took  place  since  then,  that  the 
noble  Lord  might  eosily  understand  that  It 
wns  no  agreement  at  all.  I  mentioned  the 
subject  of  the  questions  which  were  to  be 
put  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the 
city  of  London,  and  the  noble  Lord's  state- 
ment on  that  head  is  correct;  hut  I  ex- 
pressly guordcd  myself  against  any  agree- 
ment on  the  pert  of  the  Government  either 
ou  that  point  or  on  the  Irish  measure.  I 
admit  that  I  said  it  was  impossible  the 
Corn  Bill  could  be  read  a  third  time  before 
Easter,  and  mentioned  at  the  same  tjme 
the  Poor  Law  Bill  and  others  which  were 
in  progress.  There  was  no  concluded 
arrangement  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, though  I  do  not  say  but  the  noble 
Lord  might  have  so  understood  it. 

Sin  R.  PEEL  :  Sir,  if  there  has  been 
any  arrangement,  it  was  entirely  the  spe- 
culation of  my  hon.  Friend.  1  said  to  my 
hon.  Friend,  "  Ask  the  noble  Lord"  {for 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  on  questions  of 
public  business,  in  order  to  conduct  it,  that 
some  understanding  should  be  come  to).  I 
told  my  hou.  Friend  to  ask  tlie  nohle  Lord 
what  course  be  intended  to  pursue  with  re- 
spect to  the  debate  on  the  Com  Bill ;  but 
I  distinctly  say,  that  my  hon.  Friend  was 
not  authorized  by  me  to  enter  into  any  ar- 
rangement with  the  noble  Lord.  Since 
then  the  discussion  has  been  carried  on  on 
the  perfect  understanding  that  there  had 
been  no  arrangement.  I  consider  myself 
perfectly  at  liberty  to  postpone  the  Irish 
Coercion  Bill;  and  I  have,  since  the  con- 
versation to  which  the  nohle  Lord  adverts, 
come  down  to  this  House  and  made  a 
statement  which  would  be  quite  incon- 
sistent with  the  understonding  or  agree- 
ment which  the  noble  Lord  had  been  speak- 
ing of.  If  there  be  any  mistake  or  raiit- 
understandiug,  I  feel  bound  to  say  that 
the  engagement  did  not  originate  with  me. 
I  should  be  sorry  if  my  hon.  Friend  made 
any  mistake,  and  still  more  so  if  the  nohle 
Lord  should  sufi'er  by  it ;  but  I  do  not 
think  the  noble  Lord  or  his  friends  have 
forfeited  any  advantage,  or  lost  auj  oj'jot- 
tunity  by  what  \as,  toVen  ^\ttEe,    \  S»- 
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tinctly  stated  Id  tJua  House  the  vourse  I 
meant  to  pursue,  t«  ^ve  precedence  to 
the  Irish  Agaassination  Bill,  but  notbing 
else.  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  has  not  sua- 
talned  any  ineoovenienco.  I  again  declare 
that  I  was  nut  only  Dot  a  party  to  any  en- 
gagement, but  I  did  all  that  became  me  to 
prevent  such  an  engagement. 

Mb.  THORNELY  :  Sir,  I  think  it  is 
of  much  more  importance  to  the  House 
and  to  the  comitry  to  know  whether  the 
Com  Bill  is  not  to  be  read  a  third  time  be- 
fore Easter,  or  mitil  after  Eaater,  than  the 
discussion  which  has  just  now  taken  place. 
The  trade  of  the  country  is  in  a  state  of 
stagnation  in  consequence  of  the  slow  pro- 
gress of  this  Bill.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  whether  or  no  he 
intends  to  propose  the  third  reading  of  the 
Cora  Bill  before  Easter;  or  whether,  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  noble  Lord, 
it  is  to  he  postponed  till  after  Easter  ? 

Sir  R.  PEEL:  I  have  entered  into  no 
such  arrangement. 

Mr.  TUFFNELL  :  But  the  noble  Lord 
says,  that  such  was  admitted  in  the  let- 
ters which  passed  between  him  and  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  young  :  At  the  end  of  the  letter 
it  was  stated  that  there 


engage- 
ment. 

Mr.  DISRAELI  :  I  think  it  is  very 
important  that  the  House  should  know 
whether  the  third  reading  of  the  Cora  "'" 
will  lake  place  before  Easter. 

Lord  G.  BENTINCK  :  My  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  for  the  Treasury  has  got  my 
letter,  and  can  read  it  for  the  House. 

Mr.  young  :  I  have  not  got  the  letter 
in  my  pocket. 

Mr.  HUDSON  :  I  hope.  Sir,  1  may 
here  be  allowed  to  state  my  opinion. 
DO  reason  why  I  should  not.  I  consider 
myself  quite  as  capable  as  the  hon.  Gc 
man  opposite  of  giving  an  opinion  i 
point  of  honour  or  honesty,  which  I 
ceive  this  to  be,  having  had  some  expe- 
rience in  the  world.  It  appears  to  me  Si' 
that  a  Gentleman  connected  with  the  Gi 
vemment  had  a  communication  with  m 
noble  Friend,  wishing  to  know  from  him  i 
what  mode  he  intended  to  proceed. 
think  h  appears,  from  what  has  transpirci 
that  an  arrangement  took  place,  and  that 
my  noble  Friend  was  warranted  in 
sidering  that  arrangement  ns  concluded. 
I  do  not  see  how  the  hon.  Gentleman  thi 
Secretary  for  the  Treasury  could  guard  the 
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Govenunent  agunst  being  bouiul  by  hw 
acts,  since  he  went  to  the  noble  Lord  m 
the  capacity  of  an  agent  to  negooUta  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.  I  don't  think  the  trana- 
action  can  bear  any  other  interpretation 
than  that  which  the  noble  Lord  put  upon 
it.  As  to  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite said  about  the  st^^ation  of  trade  m 
consequence  of  the  delay  of  the  measure,  I 
think  there  is  no  cause  for  any  such  appre- 
hension, for  trade  will  stagnate  much  more 
the  Bill  is  passed.  That,  at  least,  is 
pinion  ;  and  I  don't  think  there  is 
any  particular  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the 
people  that  the  measure  should  be  pro- 
'ecdcd  with  at  aU.  But,  Sir,  as  to  the 
other  matter,  1  feel  bound  to  say  agun, 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  must  have  acted 
as  the  representative  of  the  Government, 
as  my  noble  Friend  did  of  his  party  ;  and 
I  think  it  is  not  fair  dealing  to  turn  round 
upon  us  now  and  say  that  tlie  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  not  authorized  hy  the  Government. 
The  only  question  is — was  the  engagement 
mode  between  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
noble  Lord  ?  for  if  it  was,  I  take  it  that 
according  to  the  customs  and  forms  of  so- 
ciety the  Government  is  bound  by  the  acta 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  unless  the  noble 
Lord  chooses  to  release  them  from  the  con- 
tract. I  think  that  when  an  engagement 
takes  place  between  public  men,  the  great- 
est nicety  of  honour  should  bo  observed. 
It  would  be  highly  unworthy  of  one  filling 
the  post  of  First  Minister  of  the  Crown  to 
attempt  to  escape  from  an  engagement  by 


Mr.  0.  GORE  did  not  understand  these 
private  agrccmente.  He  knew  that  there 
was  a  considerable  number  of  Gentlemen 
anxious  to  express  their  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  Com  Laws.  For  himself  he 
did  not  belong  to  one  party  or  another:  he 
was  not  bound  by  any  agreement ;  and  if 
he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  opinions,  he  would  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  to-morrow,  let  the 
agreement  be  of  what  nature  it  might.  He 
did  not  think  these  agreements  were  con- 
sistent with  the  nature  of  the  Constitution, 
and,  therefore,  they  ought  to  be  thrown 
overboard  entirely.  He  was  most  nnfor- 
tunate  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  he 
regretted  it  extremely  ;  there  was  not  a 
man  in  the  House  that  entered  into  ihe 
subject  of  these  measures  with  deeper  or 
more  heartfelt  regret  than  he  did.  He  had 
followed  the  right  hon.  Baronet  through 
all  his  measures  for  a  great  length  of  tune; 
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hthah*d  pledg«cl  tunuelf  in  the ! 
Im  hid  Dsrer  pledged  htmMlf  ebewhere — 
thit  he  tiBYer  would  lopport  firee  trade. 
Cader  these  circutoBtance*,  he  could  not 
be  ft  pu^T  to  ^1  agreement  formed  either 
on  the  one  lide  or  the  other. 

Ur.  8.  CRAWFORD  Mid,  there  wea 
OM  point  on  which  he  thought  it  was  no- 
ttamrr  to  hare  some  explanation.  The 
Boble  Lord  hud  said  that  some  prapoaition 
waa  made  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Oo- 
Tcmment,  b  regard  to  the  support  which 
he  and  hit  pM^7  would  give  to  the  Irish 
Coercion  Bill.  He  wisfa^  to  know  if  that 
wai  the  ease  ;  he  wished  to  hnow  if  any 
proposition  was  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Oorerament  to  the  party  of  which  the  nohle 
Lord  was  the  leader,  in  regard  to  the  Irish 
Coercion  Bill  ? 

LOBD  a.  BBNTINCK  s«d,  there  wai 
BO  iMTgain  of  any  sari  or  kind  proposed 
other  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  or  by  him, 
But  he  stated  what  be  helieTed  to  bo  the 
news  of  the  party  with  whom  he  served, 
ud  they  were  these — that  if  Her  Majesty's 
ifinisters,  in  their  conduct  in  forciug  this 
neoanre  through  the  House,  gave  a  prac- 
tieftt  proof  of  tbeir  belief  that  there  was 
isunioent  danger  to  life  and  property  in  Ire- 
land, which  they  thought  might  be  remedied 
by  the  passing  of  this  measure,  then  the 
f»rtj  with  whom  he  served,  as  far  as  he 
nnderstood  their  news — and  his  impression 
hftd  mnce  been  confirmed  by  a  considerable 
nmnbcr  of  them — that  party  would  support 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  in  carrying  the 
Coercion  BiU  through  the  House,  as  a  Bill 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  his  place 
in  Parliament  stated  to  be  a  Bill  for  put- 
ting down  murder  and  preventing  assassi- 
nation. But  that  if  Her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters did  not  in  tiieir  hearts  beliere  that 
there  was  any  urgent  necessity  for  passing 
this  measnre,  which  was  undoubtedly  an 
Dneonstitutionol  one,  which  he  might  do- 
•eribe  as  a  second  Curfew  Act,  if  they 
showed  this  by  their  conduct  in  postponing 
this  to  other  measures,  some  of  which 
were  not  to  come  into  operation  for  three 
years,  then  the  case  assumed  a  different 
nnD|Jexion,  and  he  could  not  say  that  the 
party  with  whom  he  acted  would  in  such  a 
case  support  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to 
carry  a  measure  which  it  could  not  bo 
disputed  was  in  itself  a  most  unconstitu- 
tional measnre. 

Ms.  YOUNG  sud,  the  nobie  Lordwonld 
baar  him  ont  in  saying,  that  he  had  put  no 
aiMtion,  direct  or  indtreot,  to  the  noble 
Lord  in  regard  to  the  Irish  B'lU.     Tbeir 


tkeSaue. 
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ioterconrte  was  merely  lu  regard  to  what 
would  be  the  future  course  of  the  party 
with  respect  to  the  Com  Bill;  and  in  other 
respects,  he  could  fully  confirm  what  had 
been  stated  by  the  noble  Lord. 

Mr.  M'CARTHY  certainly  understood 
the  noble  Lord  to  say,  that  a  communica- 
tion had  been  made  to  him  from  the  Oo- 
vcmmont,  that  if  he  and  his  party  would 
support  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill,  the  third 
reading  of  the  Corn  Bill  should  be  post- 
poned till  after  Easter. 

StH  R.  PEEL  :  In  answer  to  tbe-quei- 
tion  which  has  been  put  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite,  I  dintinctiy  state  I  never 
authorized  such  a  proposal  to  be  made.  I 
never  understood  that  any  engagement  was 
entered  into  by  the  noble  Lord  to  support 
the  Coercion  Bill.  At  this  moment  I  un- 
derstand the  noblo  Lord  to  be  at  perfect 
liberty  to  oppose  the  Coercion  Bill,  and  I 
distinctly  declare  that  I  never  authorised 
any  communication  to  bo  mode  to  the  no- 
ble Lord  with  respect  to  the  support  of  the 
Irish  Coercion  BUI.  I  can  only  state  for 
mysi?lf  and  the  Government  that,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  I  never  authorised  any 
communication  to  be  made  in  respect  to 
the  Coercion  Bill,  and  up  to  this  hour  I 
never  understood  the  noble  Lord  to  bo 
under  the  slightest  engagement  to  support 
that  Bill,  The  hon.  Gentleman  asked 
me,  did  I  think  it  probable  that  the  Com 
Dill  would  pass  before  Easter  ?  I  thii}k  it 
is  of  consequence  that  it  should  pass  be- 
fore Easter;  howerer,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  say  it  will  pass  before  Easter;  but 
no  effort  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to 
expedite  that  Bill,  as  much  as  possible.  I 
am  sorry  for  any  misunderstanding;  but  I 
must  declare,  in  the  face  of  the  House, 
that  I  never  authorized  any  communtca- 
tion  to  be  made  to  the  noble  Lord  as  to 
the  future  progress  of  the  Com  Bill  after 
to-morrow  night.  I  never  authorised  any 
communication  to  be  made  to  the  noble  Lord 
with  respect  to  the  future  proceediogs  on 
this  Bill;  and  I  distinctly  asked  my  hon. 
Friend  to  explain  to  the  noble  Lord  that 
he  was  not  authorir.eil  by  me  to  enter  into 
any  engagement.  I  ask  my  hon.  Friends 
who  met  me  on  Friday,  whether  the  whole 
of  my  conversation  with  them  must  not 
hnve  left  the  impression  on  their  minds 
that  I  was  perfectly  free  from  any  engage- 
ment as  to  tlio  course  to  be  pursued.  And 
the  declaration  I  have  made  to  the  House, 
in  answer  to  the  question  of  the  noble 
Lord  is  in  perfect  conformity  with  that 
statement.      There  »«  \wo  ot  \\i.TCe  ^S 
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my  hon,    Frienda    here    who    ■ 


{COMMONS} 
re    pre-    been 


the  Bouie. 


Hi 


sent. 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  said,  It  was  abBolittelj 
necessaiy,  aa  the  matter  had  become  of  so 
much  importance,  that  there  should 
the  least  disguise  or  concealment  of  ivhat 
took  pbice  at  the  meeting  to  which  hia 
right  non.  Friend  alladed  as  being  held  on 
Friday  morning.  They  met  together  to 
consider  whether  it  was  their  duty  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Com  Bill  without  reference 
to  the  Bill  for  protection  against  murder 
and  asBassioatiou  in  Ireland.  lie,  in  con- 
cert with  hia  Colleagues,  expressed  their 
strong  opinion,  that  it  was  indispensably 
necessary,  notwithstanding  their  deep  con- 
viction  of  the  importance  of  passing  the 
Com  Bill ;  that  considering  the  urgent  ne- 
cessity there  was  for  the  other  measure 
becoming  law,  as  well  aa  the  courtesy  that 
was  due  with  reference  to  a  mea.sure  trans- 
mitted from  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
that  the  first  reading  of  the  BiU  should  be 
pressed  through  the  House :  but  that  nc 
other  step  should  be  taken,  and  that  nc 
public  measure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  ho  allowed  to  interfere  with 
the  uninterrupted  progress  of  the  Ci 
through  all  its  stages.  That  waa  t' 
elusion  to  which  they  came  as  to  tlie  course 
to  be  adopted;  and  they  also  came  to  this 
other  conclusion,  that  it  was  indispensably 
necessary,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
tbat^  no  compact  should  be  entered  intc 
with  any  party ;  that  the  proceedingf 
should  be  taken  entirely  on  their  own  re- 
sponsibiUty;  and  titat  there  should  be  no  un- 
derstanding at  all  come  to  with  any  party, 
either  in  or  out  of  the  House,  at  variance 
with  this  responsibility  which  they  assumed. 
Mr.  DISRAELI  had  wished  that  the 
discuBsion  on  this  question  should  cease. 
A  discussion  regar£ng  a  correspondence 
which,  in  the  first  instance  at  least,  was 
intended  to  be  private,  they  must  all  regret 
should  have  been  brought  up;  but  after  the 
concluding  observations  of  the  First  Minis- 
ter, and  after  what  had  just  been  said  by 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  he  did  not  see  how 
they  could  allow  this  matter  to  rest.  What 
hod  taken  place  between  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  Home  Secretary  could 
not  satisfy  the  House,  nor  was  it  of  any 
importance  as  regarded  this  question,  with 
regard  to  the  point  that  had  been  raised 
of  bargaining  for  support  on  the  Irish  Co- 
ercion Bill.  He  was  certain  that  the  ex- 
pressions of  hia  noble  Friend  must  hare 
been  misinterpreted,  for  there  could  have 


snch  understanding,  Hia  noble 
Friend,  he  knew,  would  uerer  be  »  party 
to  any  such  agreement;  and  he  much  mis- 
took the  character  of  the  Prime  Minister 
if  he  would  propose  it.  With  regard  to  ths 
third  reading  of  the  Corn  Bill,  there  did  exist 
a  misapprehension,  and  he  did  not  think  the 
cure  lay  with  them.  It  was  very  well  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  rise  and  say,  I  am 
no  party  to  any  such  agreement — -I  never 
authorized  it,  and  I  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  But  he  begged  the  House,  in 
justice  to  them,  to  consider  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  The  hon.'  Gentleman 
might  not  have  been  authorized  to  make 
the  proposition;  but  he  was  well  known  to 
be  an  active  man  in  Parliamentoiy  busi- 
ness, and  he  was  authorised  to  make  a 
communication  from  the  Minister  to  his 
noblo  Friend :  not  a  casual,  not  a  soli- 
tary communication  ;  but  there  were  three 
different  conferencea,  and  then  a  corre- 
spondence. He  would  put  it  to  any  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  ask  what  would  be  thrar 
inference  if  the  Secretary  for  the  Trea- 
sury were  to  come  to  them,  ond,  in  m, 
tone  which  he  could  only  be  justified  in 
assuming  because  of  his  connexion  with  the 
Minister,  make  a  communication,  would 
they  doubt  that  he  had  the  authority 
of  the  Minifiter  ?  He  had  a  great  respect 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but  he 
did  not  suppose  that  his  noble  Friend  would 
have  entered  into  any  engagement  with 
him  in  his  individual  capacity.  Bring  the 
case  before  a  Parliamentary  Committee, 
and  he  thought  the  cose  of  agency  would 
be  clearly  established.  He  thought  this 
WHB  the  most  charitable  construction  to  put 
upon  the  case.  He  did  not  wish  to  cast 
the  slightest  delay  in  the  way  of  the  third 
reading  of  the  Corn  Bill ;  but  he  did  not 
see,  from  the  course  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  taking,  that  there  was  any  fair 
and  probable  chance  of  the  third  reading, 
taking  place  before  Easter.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  hod  given  no  answer  to  the  quca* 
tion,  whether  he  thought  that  the  Corn 
Bill  would  be  read  a  third  time  before 
Easter.  He  talked,  indeed,  of  his  anxious 
desire  to  see  it  pass.  They  might,  or 
might  not,  be  anxious  for  its  passing  ;  but 
wJiat  he  wanted  to  know  was,  if  there  was 
any  fair  chance  of  its  passing  before  Eoater; 
and  as  there  was  a  dispute  about  the  no--' 
ture  of  the  engagement,  ho  thought  the 
heat  way  to  settle  the  controversy  would 
be,  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  to 
agree  that  the  third  reading  should  not 
take  place  before  Easter.    ,  ~  , 
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UMion  for  odjounung  the  House  with- 

inn, 
Afttf  the  tranoaction  of  some  routine 

boaaeu,  the  House  odjouraed  at  a  quarter 

put  One  o'clock. 
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CONVETAXCE  OP  PROPERTY  BILL. 
Lord  BROUGHAM  moved  the  First 
Reading  of  a  Bill  to  facilitate  the  Convey- 
ance 1^  Property,  which  he  should  move  be 
read  a  first  time  now,  and  a  second  time 
■hmtly  after  the  holidays;  a  Bill  which  he 
now  introduced  in  redemption  of  a  pledge 
be  bad  given  to  extend  the  wholesome  and 
Halotary  proTisions  of  two  Acts  of  last  Ses- 
flion,  for  simplifying  the  conveyance  and 
Bkle  of  landed  property  and  the  granting  of 
leaiOB.  Those  measures  had  operated  to 
the  comfort  of  those  who  were  really  in- 
terested, but  to  the  discomfort  «f  certain 
parde*  who  practised  in  conveyancing.  Ue 
did  not,  however,  much  care  for  those 
worthy  counsel  and  attorneys,  but  rather 
regarded  their  clients,  whoso  time  and 
money  had  both  been  saved  by  the  Acts  in 
question.  His  present  Bill  extended  the 
former  principles  to  all  mortgages,  settle- 
ments, sales,  and  eichanges,  and  to  the 
forms  of  leases.  One  of  the  greatest  evils 
to  which  landowners  in  this  country  were 
sabjected  was  the  expense  of  conveyancing, 
and  the  consequent  uncertainty  of  title,  A 
body  of  evidence  had  been  given  before  the 
Committee  on  Burdens  on  Land,  which  was 
quit«  frightful  in  this  respect,  as  showing 
the  difference  between  the  number  of  years' 
purchase  in  this  and  other  countries,  in 
consequence  of  the  expense  that  attended 
the  conveyance  of  real  property  here.  The 
expense  of  the  conveyance  of  an  acre  was 
as  great  as  that  of  a  large  estate.  He 
there  bund  tlut  the  price  of  land  in  eoim- 


tries  where  the  expense  of  conveyancing 

was  little  or  nothing — he  could  himself 
speak  to  France,  and  the  witnesses  spoke 
to  Germany  and  other  countries — was 
thirty-five  years'  purchase  in  one  country, 
thirty-aix  years'  in  another,  thirty-eight  in 
another,  and  in  one  country  no  less  than 
forty-eight  or  fifty  years'  purchase.  He 
had  been  asked,  why  not  make  the  Act 
cumpuleory !  There  was  a  reluctance  in 
the  profession  to  use  these  forms,  because 
the  Acts  were  not  compulsory.  They  could 
not  be  compulsory.  If  a  man  chose  to 
convey  in  a  long  rigmarole  deed,  subject 
to  great  expense  and  error,  you  had  no 
means  of  making  him  do  otherwise  ;  but 
ho  had  Inserted  in  the  Bill  that  which,  he 
hoped,  would  have  a  considerable  effect ;. 
viz.,  a  provision,  that  in  taxing  costs  the 
Master  should  take  the  circumstances  into 
consideration,  and  should  not  allow  the 
long  form  if  he  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  tlio  short  form  might  be  made 
use  of. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  concurred  in  the 
Bill.  Three  years  ago  be  had  himself  in- 
troduced a  measure  of  the  kind.  He  re- 
gretted, however,  that  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  should  have  expressed  an  opinion 
tliat  thcprofession  were  hostile  to  it;  for  he 
that  they  would  be  ready  to  adopt 
any  improvement;  and  when  tlicse  forms 

;re  promulgated  by  authority,  there  was 
doubt  of  their  being  adopted. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  explained:  He  did 

t  mean  that  the  profession  as  n  body  ob- 
jected to  these  forms,  but  only  aUudcd  to 
practitioners  of  both,  branches  of 
the  profession. 

Lord  BEAUMONT  could  not  refrain 
from  congratulating  those  interested  in 
real  property,  that  this  question  had  at  last 
been  taken  up  by  one  of  the  ability  of  his 
noble  ond  learned  Friend.  Any  one  who 
had  attended  to  the  evidence  before  the 
Burdens  upon  Land  Committee,  must  kiiow 
that  the  transfer  of  property  was  not  only 
impeded  by  "the  present  system,  but  that  a 
great  deal  of  capital  which  would  be  other- 
wise invested  in  the  cultivation  of  land  was 
prevented  from  being  employed  in  that 
consequence  of  the  difficulty  nf 
raising  money  on  mortgage,  and  in  other 
transactions. 

Bill  read  I'. 

MR.  TUOMAS  DL'NCOMBE— PF.TITIOX. 
Lord  BEAUMONT  said,  be  had  a  peti- 
tion to  present  from  a  Member  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  comijUimiift  ^A  i!^«- 
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gatioDB  and  accusations  thkt  'hsA  been  mftde 
agaiDst  him  in  a  petition  that  h&d  been  re- 
ceived by  their  Lordships,  and  which  he 
declared  vere  totally  false  and  slanderous; 
and  the  petitioner  prayed  the  House  to 
adopt  some  means  of  instituting  an  inquiry 
which  would  enable  him  to  vindicato  his 
character  by  proving  upon  oath  the  false- 
hood of  those  accusations.  The  petitioner 
was  Thomas  Slingsby  Duncombe,  esq. 
Member  of  Parliament. 

The  Earl  of  CHARLEVILLE  muB 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  cir 
cumstances  of  this  petition.  The  peti 
tinner  alleged  that  his  attention  had  been 
called  to  a  petition  presented  by  the  Earl 
of  Glengall,  in  an  appeal  case,  which  con- 
tained false  and  malignant  allegations,  thus 
making  it  appear  that  the  Earl  wi 
direct  party  to  those  allegations.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  petition  had  been  presented 
by  the  Earl  and  Countoes  of  Glengall,  ' 
an  appeal  cause  in  the  usual  way,  without 
their  Lordships'  attention  having  been  par- 
ticularly directed  to  it ;  it  had  been  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Appeal  C( 
mittee  on  the  27th  of  February,  and  had 
been  adjudicated  upon,  and  if  it  had  con' 
taiued  irrelevant  matter,  such  matter  would 
not  have  been  allowed  to  remain  upon  the 
petition.  Tho  solicitor  on  the  other  side 
had  had  the  opportunity  of  objecting  t 
such  allegations.  The  Earl  and  Countcs 
of  Glengall  had  presented  this  petition 
the  Earl  being  a  nominal  party,  for  he  ho 
no  direct  interest  in  the  cause  ;  and  the 
petition  did  not  allude  directly  to  any  : 
vidual,  but  stated  that  the  person  who  Iiad 
made  the  appeal  was  under  the  influence  of 
some  individual,  but  without  stating  who  it 
was.  Upon  that  petition  there  was  suffi- 
cient ground  for  going  before  the  Appeal 
Committee.  However,  the  appellant  had 
thought  proper  to  put  in  a  counter  petition, 
which  it  became  necessary  to  reply  to;  and 
the  party  presenting  the  petition  in  reply 
was  prepared  to  verify  the  statements  it 
contained  by  oath  at  tho  bar.  With  re- 
spect to  tho  prayer  for  inquiry  now  pre- 
sented to  the  Honse,  he  (the  Earl  of  Char- 
levillc)  must  remind  them  that  the  allega- 
tions in  the  petition  of  the  Earl  and  Coun- 
tess of  Glengall  were  founded  upon  allega- 
tiona  and  proceedings  in  the  Vice  Chan- 
cellor's Court,  and  it  was  too  late  cither  to 
withdraw  tiic  petition  or  to  make  the  in- 
quiry, because  the  matter  had  been  already 
disposed  of  by  the  Appeal  Committee. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  observed,  that  this 
was  not  a  case  of  breach  of  privilege.     It 


Petition. 


148 


might  or  might  not  be  a  groundloH  petition 
against  his  noble  Friend  not  now  preMnt, 
bat  it  could  not  be  a  breach  of  prinltge, 
becanse  the  Earl  of  tilengnll's  petition  h*d 
not  been  presented  by  him  in  his  eapftoi^ 


as  a  Member  of  that  Uou 


i  party 


before  the  Ilousei  and  it  pre- 
ferred charges  against  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  must,  according  to  all  priDciples  of 
justice,  have  the  opportunity  of  denyiog 
those  charges,  which  he  had  dono  by  this 
petition.  l£c  (Lord  Brougham)  did  not 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  th«r 
Lordships  had  no  means  of  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  petition.  The  facts  must  be 
dealt  with  by  the  courts  below,  where  the 
cause  now  was,  and  there  Mr.  Duncombe 
would  have  the  best  opportunity  of  clearing 
himself.  He  (Lord  Brougham)  did  not, 
however,  blame  Mr.  Duncombe  in  ^e  least 
for  presenting  this  petition  ;  it  was  quite 
natiuol  that  he  should  do  so. 

After  a  few  words  frOm  the  BatiL  of 
CLARE, 

The  LORD  CHAXCELLOR  said,  that 
the  original  petition  presented  to  tbeir 
Lordships,  contained  a  prayer  not  to  enter- 
tain an  appeal  that  had  been  regnlariy  en- 
tered for  hearing.  The  ground  stated  in 
the  petition  was,  that  the  appeal  had  been 
presented  contrary  to  an  engagement  be- 
tween the  parties.  That  had  been  referred 
to  the  Appeal  Committee,  Now,  if  an  ap- 
peal had  been  presented  contrary  to  good 
faith,  the  party  complaining  must  apply  le 
the  court  below  fur  an  injuuction;  and  then 
the  case  might  como  regularly  by  appeal 
before  their  Lordships.  But  as  it  was,  the 
House  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  he  had, 
consequently,  refuseil  the  application. 
""  had  been  certain  allegations,  im- 
puting bkme  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  presented  the  last  petition;  and  it  was 
quile  competent  for  him  to  present  that  pe- 
tition denying  those  charges,  and  alleging 
that  the  other  petition  was  false.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  say,  that  if  improper  and 
alnioBt  fraudulent  motives  had  been  im- 
puted to  a  person,  he  should  not  come  to 
that  House  and  deny  the  charges.  There 
had  been  no  breach  of  privilege. 

Lord  BEAUMONT  said,  it  was  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  ndd  a  word  more  than 
to  say,  that  he  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  truth  of  one  party  or  the  other, 
petition  was  for  an  inquiry  to  ascer- 
tain which  of  the  parties  was  right. 

The  Marqcess  of  CLANRICARDE 
said,  that  the  Earl  of  Glengall  had  been 
accused  of  bringing  forward  these  aecniA- 
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ciee  of  oharitT,  for  that  at  preient  the^  con- 
tribute in  aid  of  the  chtuntj  funds  at  their 
diBpoRal  from  the  resources  of  other  estates 
not  held  by  them  for  charitable  purposes, 
the  particulars  of  which  estatea  thej  will 
not  be  inclined  to  submit  to  GovemmeDt 
inquiry.  That,  mj  Lords,  is  an  objection 
which  I  consider  very  well  founded;  and 
I  hope  your  Lordships  will  foel  that  you 
have  no  right  to  interfere  with  companies 
which  have,  under  their  charters,  power  to 
manage  their  own  funds — who  apply  the 
funds  which  charitable  persons  have  left  at 
their  disposal  to  members  of  their  own  bodies 
who  mny  be  in  distress — -who  in  every  way 
satisfy  the  great  communitv  who  constitutA 
their  respective  conipanies  that  the  trust  is 
properly  administered — and  who  have,  and 
can  show  that  they  have,  sufficient  funds 
at  their  disposal  to  stand  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor  as  respondents  in  any  suit  that 
may  be  brought  against  them.  These  pe- 
titioners complain,  ray  Lords,  that  a  heavy 
'    < — 3iJ.  intho  H.  in  some  cases,  and  \^a. 

the  II.  in  others — is  to  be  levied  on  the 
funds  of  charitable  estates,  and  they  think 
they  ought  not  to  he  subjected  to  such  a 
tax.  I  am  prepared  to  say,  that  as  far  an 
such  bodies  may  desire  to  be  exempted,  I 
think  this  House  ought  to  exempt  them 
from  the  operation  of  this  Dill;  and  I  eon- 
cur  with  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Brougham)  in  hoping  that  such  exceptions 
and  alterations  will  be  made  in  the  Bill  as 
may  enable  us  to  pass  it  without  opposition 
on  its  third  reading. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I  do  not 
understand  what  the  noble  Earl  means  by 
saying  that  this  DiU  is  more  unfavourable 
to  the  petitioners  than  the  Bill  of  last  year. 
My  Lords,  the  Bills  are  identical.  The  onlv 
difference  in  the  present  Bill  from  the  Bill 
of  Inst  year  is  the  exemption  of  the  Uni  ■ 
versities  from  its  operation.  In  all  other 
respects  the  present  Bill  is  precisely  the 
same  as  tho  Bill  oflast  Session. 

The  Eaul  of  ELDON :  Precisely  ? 

Tho  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  Precisely 
the  same.  Previous  to  tho  discussion  of 
last  year,  this  Bill  wns  referred  by  your 
Lordships  to  a  Committee  upstairs.  That 
Committee  was  not  merely  of  a  formal  cha- 
racter. There  was  a  strict  attendance 
day  by  day.  All  the  Law  Lords  attended 
it;  several  of  the  Bishops,  including  the 
venerable  Metropolitan,  took  a  warm  in- 
terest in  it;  many  alterations  were  made  in 
'  nassed  your  Lordshipe 
:  wont  down  to  the 


tiini,uifthflTliad  been  pabtished  for  the 
fint  time,  whdat  the  fact  was,  that  the  ac- 
coHticBS,  whatever  they  might  be,  were 
fint  atbodJed  in  a  petition  presented  to 
tlie  C«m  of  Chancery  on  the  7th  FebniBi; 
Ijtts  i^itor  to  Lady  Edward  Thynne, 
wboiualao,  ha  believed,  the  sohcitor  to 
Hr,  DDDcombe.  The  Earl  of  Qlengall  was 
0^  1  Imatce  in  the  case. 

CHARITABLE  TRUSTS  BILL. 
LoiD  BBOnOHAM  :  My  Lords,  I 
■Mid  make  a  proposal  to  my  nohlo  Priend 
OD  the  Woolsack.  We  had  this  Bill  before 
ys  last  year.  Never  was  a  Bill  so  fully 
Hwaidei«d.  There  was  a  Select  Commit- 
IH  of  your  Lordships  upon  it,  and  when  it 
came  down  to  this  House,  the  measure  was 
u  ftilly  approved,  that  it  passed,  I  believe, 
withODt  a  single  division.  I  need  scarcely 
tell  your  Lordships  that  I  then  was,  and 
rtill  am,  in  favour  of  tho  principle;  but  as 
tliere  are  parties  praying  your  Lordships  to 
be  heard  by  coimsel  against  tho  Bill — 
though  I  must  say  they  are  not  in  time,  for 
they  ought  to  have  asked  to  be  heard  be- 
fore the  second  reading.  [A  noble  Lord  ; 
This  is  the  second  reading.]  Oh,verywcll! 
What  I  want  to  propose  to  my  noble  Friend 
M  this — as  there  are  some  objections  to  the 
BiB,  and  as  I  myself  am  not  satisfied  with 
certain  of  its  provisions,  I  would  propose 
that  we  should  postpone  the  second  reading 
until  aAer  Easter,  in  order  that,  meanwhile, 
we  should  see  what  alterations  can  be  made 
ia  the  Bill,  so  that  it  may  pass  unanimously 
aod  without  discussion.  I  am  most  sti-enu- 
ooB  for  the  principle,  as  I  said  before;  but 
there  are  a  variety  of  details  which  I 
aboold  like  to  see  amended. 

The  Earl  ofELDON  :  I  hope  the  noble 
Lord  on  the  Woolsack  will  be  prepared  to 
aaaent  to  this  sug^stion.  Tour  Lordships 
win  remember  how  strong  was  the  oppo- 
sition to  this  meaturo  on  the  part  of  the 
eivie  companies  last  year;  and  I  must  say 
that,  from  all  I  can  see,  their  feeling  to- 
wards it  is  still  more  hostile  this  year.  I 
havetwopetitions  to  present  to  your  Lord- 
ships npon  the  subject  —  one  from  tho 
Worshipful  Company  of  Coopers,  praying 
that  the  Bill  may  not  pass  at  all;  the  other 
from  the  Wonihipfnl  Company  of  Merchant 
Tailors,  giving  at  length  their  reasons  in 
eppoBition  to  the  measure — reasons  which 
apply,  to  a  great  extent,  to  all  the  other 
companies.  Hy  Lords,  they  say  that  by 
eMnpeQing  them  to  submit  their  accounts 
and  deeds  to  the  inspectit 


it,  and  it  ultimately  passed  your  Lordships 
without  comment.     It  w     '    ' 


lion,  yon  wiU  put  a  check  T^tcm  the  excr-  j  other  House  of  ParUua«at-,  Wt,  m  ewA^ 
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race  of  the  deU;^  which  had  occurred  in 
nuing  it  before  your  Lordships'  Com- 
mittee, it  was  found  to  be  too  late  to  posa 
it  through  that  House  during  the  last  Sea- 
sion.  1  do  sot  see,  therefore,  the  necessity 
for  again  Hubmittiag  this  measure  to  consi- 
deration; hut,  if  suuh  is  your  Lordships' 
pleaaure,  I  have  no  objection  to  recoitsider 
any  clauao  in  it  which  may  be  objected  to, 
or  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee  agaiu, 
if  it  should  be  so  wished.  There  ia  a  alight 
alteration  iu  the  Bill  with  regard  to  the 
Gonatitutioa  of  the  tribunal  for  appointing 
trustees  in  municipal  charities.  1  do  not 
know  that  it  ia  material;  but  if  it  is  your 
Lordships'  opinion  that  the  Bill  on  this 
point  should  he  reconaidered,  I  shall  not 
object  to  poatponc  the  second  reading. 

The  Barl  of  ELDON  :  I  only  wUh  to 
remark,  that  the  noble  Lord  baa  miaunder- 
Btood  me.  I  did  not  say  that  thia  Bill  was 
more  injurious  to  civic  companies  than  the 
Bill  of  last  year,  but  that  their  hostility  to 
it  was,  if  possible,  even  more  decided. 
What  I  wish  to  urge  is,  that  they  should 
he  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the 
Bill. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  The 
question  of  ciceptions  was  well  considered 
last  year,  and  Uie  Committee  came  to  the 
unanimous  decision  that  there  should  be 
no  esceptions  whatever.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, entertain  the  noble  Lord's  suggestion, 
to  make  exceptions  from  its  operation. 

Lord  COTTENHAM  :  My  Lords,  I 
cannot,  of  course,  oppose  the  alteration 
which  appears  in  the  present  Bill,  and  to 
which  my  noble  Friend  on  the  Woolsack 
has  referred,  for  it  is  consiatent  with  tho 
proposal  which  I  myself  made  upon  the 
Bill  going  through  its  second  reading  last 
year;  but  if  I  am  to  understand  that  this 
Bill  is,  with  that  single  exception,  to  be 

Cssed  in  the  same  shape  as  it  was  passed 
it  year,  1  shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
propose  to  your  Lordships  that  it  be  re- 
jected altogether.  I  must  say,  my  Lords, 
that  my  objections  to  parts  of  it  are  very 
strong.  I  shall  not  go  into  them  now,  as 
I  understand  that  the  second  reading  ia  to 
be  adjourned  in  order  that  the  Bill  may  be 
altered ;  and,  of  course,  I  shall  be  better  pre- 
pared to  give  an  opinion  upon  it  when  wo 
see  the  alterations  which  maybe  made.  1 
would  remark,  however,  that  it  does  not 
follow,  because  the  Bill  passed  unanimously 
through  the  Committee,  that  it  should  pasa 
equally  unanimously  through  this  House. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  :  My  Lords,  1  will 
not  say  that  my  noble  Friend  is  bound  by 


the  fact  of  this  Bill  having  passed  withiM 
diasent  last  year  to  give  it  his  anpport  U 
present ;  for,  aince  last  year,  he  hu  had 
more  time  to  consider  of  it — he  has  been 
refreshed  by  a  summer's  and  winter's  reit 
— and  lie  now  cornea  to  ua,  "  like  a  giaul 
refreshed,"  to  give  us  new  views  whidi, 
during  the  interval,  he  has  adapted.  Bat, 
my  Lords,  I  must  aay  that  I  hope  my  no- 
ble Friend  will  not  oppose  the  Bill — it  is  t 
most  important  Bill — I  can  Be«  uo  objec- 
tion to  it  ;  and  as  to  the  argument  of  the 
noble  Earl  opposite,  that  it  would  stop 
charity,  I  never  was  so  astonished  in  mj 
life  than  in  hearing  such  an  argument 
Why  should  it  stop  charity  t  Why  Hhoold 
it '.  Because  it  stops  the  inducements  to 
abuse  ?  My  Lords,  I  thought  the  very 
best  reason  that  could  be  urged  for  con. 
tributing  to  a  charity  was,  that  the  fundi 
of  the  charity  could  not  be  misapplied. 

Lord  COTTENHAM :  If  the  noble 
Lord  will  be  so  good  as  to  recollect,  I  did 
oppose  the  BiU  last  year. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  My  no- 
ble Friend  did  not  divide  the  House.  He 
took  part  in  the  discussion,  and  urged 
aome  objections  to  the  details,  but  he  did 
not  divide  the  House. 

The  Marquess  or  SALISBURY  :  I 
must  say  that  there  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
great  slur  thrown  upon  pubUe  companies 
and  on  administrators  by  this  Bill. 

Lord  CAMPBELL :  My  Lord,  this 
being  a  proposal  to  put  off  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  in  order  that  it  may  be  fur- 
ther considered  and  amended,  1  certainly 
cannot  oppose  it.  But  it  is  very  extra- 
ordinary. I  certainly  remember  nothing 
like  it.  This  Bill  was  introduced  in  1844 
We  then  hod  abundant  opportunity  to  con- 
sider it.  It  was  re-introduced  last  Session, 
and  presented  to  us  iu  what  the  noble  Lord 
then  considered  a  very  perfect  form.  He 
brings  it  forward  this  year  in  a  form,  if 
possible,  still  more  perfect ;  but  neverthe- 
les,  now,  when  the  second  reading  is  about 
to  be  proposed,  on  the  very  eve  of  the 
Easter  recess,  at  the  suggestion  of  my  no- 
ble Friend  (Lord  Brougham)  who  some- 
times sits  here,  but  whom  I  now  see  near 
the  Woolsack,  ho  proposes  a  further  ad- 
journment of  the  measure,  that  we  may 
again  consider  it.  My  Lords,  the  noble 
Lord  ought  at  once  entirely  to  abandon 
this  Bill.  I  cannot  concur  in  the  sugges- 
tion that  this  BiU,  as  it  stands  at  present, 
can  he  improved.  I  suggest  to  the  noble 
Lord  to  confine  the  operation  of  the  Bill  to 
charitiea  of  small  aniotmt,  which  cannot 
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afford  the  expense  of  an  application  to  the 
Court  of  ChanceiT.  In  that  I  will  honestly 
■vpport  lum.  There  are  a  great  number 
of  charities  of  no  more  ralne  than  1001.  a 
^ear;  and  to  appl;  to  the  Court  of  Chan- 
eery,  nsder  present  circiimstanceB,  with 
reapect  to  charities  of  that  valae,  is  to  open 
the  door  to  a  great  abuse  of  those  cliarities. 
There  is  no  tribunal  from  which  redress  in 
the  cases  of  such  charities  can  be  cheaply 
abtuned  ;  and  I  would  wipe  away  that 
reproacli  from  out  jurigprudence.  £ut 
the  income  of  the  charities  of  England  to 
which  this  Bill  applies  amounts  to  no  lees 
than  1,500,0001.  a  year  ;  and  to  subject 
all  these  charities  to  the  inspection  of  a 
Commission— to  aubject  their  property  to 
a  tu  for  the  support  of  a  Commission — to 
gnbject  the  trustees  of  the  donors  to  the 
mquisition  of  a  Commission — that,  my 
Loida,  I  win  etrenuously  resist.  My  Lords, 
when  the  Court  of  Chanociy  oan  be  ap- 
died  to,  it  is,  beyond  doubt,  the  best  tri- 
Innal  to  which,  in  these  cases,  we  can  pos- 
■ibly  resort.  Instead  of  overthrowing  its 
powers,  let  us  try  to  simplify  and  cheapen 
the  process  of  that  Conrt  ;  but  do  not  let 
n  create  an  arbitrary,  despotic,  irrespon- 
lible,  and  expensive  power  to  supersede 
trnsteea,  and  nnder  that  sway  to  affect  the 
political  power  of  boroughs  returning  re- 
presentatives to  Parliament.  To  that 
Muise  I  am  strenuously  opposed.  I  ex- 
pressed the  same  riews  upon  the  subject 
lut  Sesaion  ;  and  I  now  repeat,  that  if 
the  noble  Lord  will  dismiss  that  part  of  the 
BUI  which  subjects  great  corporations  to 
the  authority  of  a  Commission — if  he  will 
diamiss  that  part  of  it  which  enables  Com- 
missioners to  interfere  with  trustees,  and 
that  part  which  gives  a  power  over  chari- 
tiea  vested  in  municipal  bodies,  1  will  sup- 
port him  in  his  endeavour  to  simplify  and 
cheapen  the  process  by  which  interference 
may  be  obtained  in  the  cases  of  charitable 
trusts.  But  I  will  not  support  the  machi- 
neiy  which  this  Bill  seeks  to  create  ;  and 
to  the  roeasnre,  indeed,  in  its  present  shape, 
I  shall  feel  bound  to  give  my  most  stre- 
Buona  oppowtion. 

Lord  BEOUGHAM  :  My  noble  Friend 
is  mistaken  when  he  says  that  this  is  an 
onheard-of  proceeding  to  put  off  a  measure 
in  order  that  it  may  be  further  considered. 
The  Bill  will  pass  with  less  opposition  if 
time  is  given  us  to  consider,  not  its  principle, 
fiir  that  has  been  amply  considered,  but 
some  of  its  little  details,  which  there  has 
been  at  ]»eeent  no  opportunity  to  discuss. 
I  have  nerer  hod  an  pppvrtaaitjr  to  consult 


my  noble  Friend  on  the  Woolsack  for  one 
moment  on  this  subject.  My  noble  Friend 
requires  rest  in  the  autumn  and  winter  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  us.  He  goes  out  of 
town,  and  so  do  I,  and  we  never  meet 
again  until  ParUament  calls  us  together  ; 
and  since  the  present  Session  commenced, 
we  have  been  so  busy  in  your  Lordships* 
House  every  morning,  that  really  my  no- 
ble Friend  and  I  have  not  had  a  single  op- 
portunity to  confer  together,  even  for  one 
moment,  upon  the  subject.  My  Lords,  1 
must  say  that  I  am  quite  astonished  to 
hear  the  misrepresentations  which  have 
been  made  of  the  scope  and  tendency  of 
this  Bill.  1  conld  not  bave  beUeved  diat 
my  noble  Friend  who  spoke  last  could  have 
been  addressing  himsett  to  the  same  mea- 
sure. Why,  the  operation  of  this  Bill  is 
confined  to  small  charities. 

Lord  CAMPBELL:  No,  no! 

Lord  BROUQHAM:  But  it  is. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  :  No,  no  r  You 
cannot  have  read  the  Bill. 

Lord  BROUaUAM  :  But  I  have  read 
the  Bill,  and  I  know  that  the  Bill  is  ex- 
tended to  all  charities  for  certain  other 
purposes,  but  not  for  administrative — not 
for  judicial  purposes.  It  gives  no  juris- 
diction over  large  charities,  though  it  gives 
a  power  of  inquiry  into  their  affairs.  And 
what  is  the  objection  to  that?  Did  not 
my  Charity  Commission — a  Commission 
for  inquiry — extend  to  all  charities  ?  Who 
objected  to  that  ?  My  Lords,  the  fact  is 
—  I  know  it  well,  no  one  better — that 
there  are  companies  who  dread  the  light ! 
I  will  not  soy,  "who  dread  the  light" 
"because  their  deeds  are  eril,"  for  per- 
haps their  deeds  are  less  "evil"  than 
"hospitable."  We  all  know  their  hoe- 
pitality.  1  havo  partaken  of  it ;  my  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Campbell)  has  partaken  of  it ; 
and  so,  I  dare  say,  has  my  noble  Friend 
on  the  Woolsack.  But  they  dread  inquiry. 
I  knew  one  great  body  in  the  city  frtaa 
which  a  man  received  6001.  per  annum. 
He  had  gone  bock  in  the  world — had  been 
less  fortunate  than  he  ought,  perhaps,  to 
have  been,  and  he  received  from  the  Irish 
property  of  the  Bridge  House  Estate  tho 
very  liberal  pension  of  6001.  per  annum. 
As  far,  my  Lords,  as  applies  to  inquiry 
and  to  the  correction  of  abuse,  this  Bill 
applies  to  all  charitable  estates  equally  ; 
but  as  respects  jurisdiction,  it  is  confined 
to  small  charities  which  cannot  afford  the 
cost  and  charge  of  suits  in  equity.  As  to 
inspection,  it  applies  equally  to  all,  as  I 
fl&id  before  ;   and  I  canaol  cwcen«  Vk^ 
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then  abcmld  not  be  such  inspeetioti  noir, 
jutt  as  there  h«s  been  inspection  before. 
But  I  mm  only  Miticipating  the  diBcnision 
on  the  Bill,  which  it  is  proposed,  at  my 
own  euggeBtion,  to  postpone. 

LoBD  CAUPBBLL  i  My  Lords.  I  only 
wish  to  point  oat  to  the  noble  Lord  that  by 
tbe  first  section  of  this  Bill  a  power  is 
giTen  to  the  Commissioners  proposed  to  be 
constituted,  over  all  cbaritable  estates  of 
every  description,  and  for  whatever  pur- 
poses. They  are  to  hare  even  the  power 
to  order  the  sale,  mortgage,  or  exchange 
of  their  lands. 

The  LORD  CUAXCELLOE:  My 
Lords,  this  is  a  very  extraordinary  thing. 
The  object  and  porpote  of  tKis  Bill  is  to 
secure  the  better  administration  of  small 
charitable  trusts.  Its  intent  is  to  do  jas- 
tice  where  justice  cannot  now  bo  done,  in 
the  cases,  namely,  of  small  charities;  and, 
with  regard  to  other  charities  to  give  a 
power  of  inquiry  into  their  receipts,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  applied,  not 
with  a  view  to  correct  abuses,  but  in  tho 
conviction  that,  by  renjairing  them  to  ren- 
der  periodical  af counts,  abuses  will  be 
checked  ;  and  that,  by  affording  an  oppor- 
tunity of  eipOBurc,  others  will  be  enabled 
to  ascertain  the  real  facts,  in  order  tbat, 
if  requisite,  proceedings  may  be  instituted 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  by  which  due 
correction  might  bo  applied.  No  other 
powers  are  to  be  given  by  this  Bill  except- 
ing only  that  single  power  of  sale,  mort- 
gage, or  exchange  of  lands,  to  which  my 
noble  Friend  has  adverted.  And  what  is 
that  power  ?  A  power,  my  Lords,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  charities  themselves.  If  they 
want  to  lease,  to  sell,  or  to  exchange  land) 
for  the  benefit  of  the  tnist,  tliey  wiU,  undei 
this  Bill,  have  the  power  of  doing  so  a1 
a  moderate  cost,  instead  of  being  forced  to 
go  into  the  Court  of  Chancery  at  a  coat 
great  that,  except  in  some  special  cases, 
is  impossible  that  an  application  for  the 
purpose  can  be  made.  And  what  grounds 
are  there  for  complaining  of  the  Bill  ? 
What,  my  Lords,  are  the  trustees  of  cha- 
rities bnt  pnblic  officers  invested  with  public 
powers  and  public  dnties  !  Arc  they  to  be 
afrud  of  investigation  ?  i  should  have 
thought,  my  Lords,  they  would  hnvc 
glad  to  court  inquiry'.  It  would  free  thom 
from  suspicions  founded  upon  vague 
indistinct  charges:  if  they  unfold  theii 
counts.showhuwiheirfunds  arc  applied,  and 
satisfy  every  man  that  they  arc  acting  pro- 
perly, what  can  be  more  desirable  for  them- 
selves ?     Then,  my  Lords,  as  to  another 


point.  An  objection  is  taken  to  th«  pro- 
posed appointment  of  the  trastMa  of  mnni* 
cipal  charities.  It  is  argued  that  tbera  n 
a  party  object  in  this  arrangement,  and  thsA 
Commissioneni  will  be  more  likely  to  betn- 
fiuenced  by  such  considerations  than  the 
Chancery,  lam  sore  your  Lord- 
ships will  be  of  opinion  there  is  no  jtut 
ground  for  this  objection.  How  ar«  the 
trustees  appointed  now  ?  By  application 
to  a  Master  in  Chancery,  who  reports  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  the  names  of  the  p«r- 
lics  whom  ho  may  deem  fit  and  proper  for 
the  office.      I  admit  that  the  masters  haro 

rirfomod  their  duties  fairly  and  properiy. 
[to  not  mean  to  surmise  that  in  any  singw 
appointment  the  Masters  have  been  infla- 
enced  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  by 
any  bane  or  political  motive  ;  but  I  most 
say  that  there  is  no  better  security  against 
such  motives  under  the  present  system  than 
there  will  be  under  the  proposed  Commis- 
sion- If  this  Bill  pass,  the  trusteesa  of  tnn- 
□icipal  charities  will  he  appointed  by  the 
Commissioners.  The  Commissioners  will 
hold  their  office  indepcndcutly  of  the  Crown, 
and  during  good  behaviour,  durante  tebent 
getterit ;  and  if  persons  properly  qualified 
arc  placed  in  those  offices,  may  you  not  «£• 
pect  perfect  reliance  to  bo  placed  on  the  doe 
performance  of  their  duties  ?  In  point  of 
rci^ponsibility  and  independence,  they  wilt 
be  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  Masters  in 
Chancery.  What  foundation  is  there,  then, 
for  this  charge  ?  Why,  my.  Lords,  1  recol- 
lected that  it  was  urged,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, that  wo  did  not  go  far  enough  In  thia 
matter.  These  are  principles  of  the  Bill.  I 
will  not  go  into  details  ;  if  I  did,  I  might 
show  your  Lordships  such  "  a  case,"  that 
no  honest  man  could  refuse  to  pass  it.  But 
I  have  jrieldcd  to  the  suggestion  of  my  no- 
ble Friend ;  I  will  defer  the  discussion.  I 
do  not  know  that  any  inconvenience  will 
arise  from  the  delay.  I  will  confer  with  my 
noble  Friend  on  the  matters  of  detail  abont 
which  he  has  a  doubt.  I  am  most  desirotts, 
as  he  is,  that  the  measure  should  be  carried 
through  Parliament,  and  I  am  ready  to 
make  any  personal   sacrifice  for  that   pnr- 

Lord  COTTENHAM  :  My  Lords,  ithu 
been  said  of  this  Bill,  that  it  gives  a  power 
to  a  body  of  Commissioners  greater  than  is 
given  to  the  Court  of  Chancery.  My  Lords, 
I  say  it  docs  a  great  deal  more.  Tho 
Parliament  itself  has  never  czercised  stub 
powers.  No  Act  of  Parliament  ever  gav« 
such  authority  as  will  be  given  to  these 
They  arc  to  have  a  power 
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at  HBilg  trait  propartj^— of  direrting  trtut 
fimdi  from  their  ong^iul  purposw,  without 
r«gud  to  the  intentians  of  the  foimden, 
iritlioHt  reg»rd  to  the  doctrine  of  cy-prig ! 
The  naUe  Lord  thinks  that  he  has  made 
out  the  cue  of  this  Bill  b;  telling  ug,  that 
the  jadirikl  powers  of  the  Commieaioners 
win,  nnder  its  proTisions,  be  limited  to  the 
■mailer  ehkritiea.  Hai  he  maintained  that 
principle  with  regard  to  charities  in  the 
Uodi  of  the  municipal  corporatioDB  ?  No. 
Sst  if  the  CommiHioners  are  to  have  power 
«nljr  orer  the  smaller  charities  which  are  in 
the  h«ads  of  private  tnutces,  why  should 
not  their  powen  be  limited  to  the  smaller 
dvitiee  in  the  hands  of  the  municipal  cor- 
petmtionfl  i  Why,  my  Lords,  they  can  at 
wee  swamp  ell  the  trustees  of  muuicipal 
eharitiea.  Perhaps  the  noble  Lord  will  ex- 
plain to  na  why  that  is!  But  to  pursue  the 
diseniuon  fnrtfier  would  be  an  evil  only  se- 
cond to  the  reading  of  the  Bill  itself. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOB:  I  wUlgive 
the  noble  Lord  the  explanation  he  requires. 
The  power  of  appointing  tnisteea  in  mu- 
nicipel  eaaes  is  eiven  to  the  ConunisBion- 
en,  beeeneo  it  is  necessary  to  fill  up  va- 
csneiee.  I  listen  with  great  difficulty  to  an 
Htplieation  of  this  sort,  and  1  have  never 
Ulad  ap  a  rftcancy  in  a  body  of  trustees  of 
smnnicipal  charity  until  it  was  absolutely 
Moeeauy ;  and  why  ?  Because,  my  Lords, 
of  the  cost.  In  die  Hereford  cose  there 
nresevenoreight  vBcanciestofiUup;  and 
■hat  do  joor  Lordships  stippose  were  the 
lued  costs  of  the  proceeding  ?  Upwards 
tt  7001. '.  And  when  it  is  recollected  that 
^lie«tiona  of  this  sort  must  be  made  in 
eonaeqaence  of  deaths  at  intervals  of  every 
lew  years,  I  maBt  beg  you  to  look  at  the  tax 
w)uch  is  thereby  imposed  on  the  charity 
fands.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  have  ap- 
|iUed  this  principle  to  municipal  corpora- 
tions as  to  the  appointment  of  charity 
trustees.  Why,  the  original  appointment 
vi  troateea  in  the  Shrewsbury  case  cost 
mora  than  5001,  In  the  Salisbury  case  it 
exceeded  4001.  In  the  Exeter  case  the 
cost  was  between  6001,  and  7001.  These 
■una,  added  together,  would  bo  sufBcient  to 
fomtd  a  new  charity.  Is  not  this,  I  ask,  an 
abnse  fw  which  the  Legislature  ought  to 
find  a  remedy  ?  I  shall  not  presume  that 
any  one  supposes  that  I  want,  by  this  Bill, 
to  secnre  an  ill-gotten  power  for  myself  or 
for  any  of  my  Colleagues.  I  know  that  my 
ooMluctis  open  to  no  such  imputation.  It 
it  a  matter  in  which  the  Court  of  Chancery 
ii  intereslad,  and  as  snoh  alone  I  treat  it. 

LoBD  COTTENHAH:  ImustTontureto 


vindicate  the  Conrt  of  Chancery  from  the 
noble  Lord's  aspersion.  The  proceedings 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor  certainly,  in  the 
cases  of  several  charities,  cost  a  large  sum; 
but  those  proceedings  were  not  of  a  simple 
character,  as  was,  indeed,  eiplained  by  the 
Master  in  his  examination  before  the  Com- 
mittee. The  corporations  who  udministorod 
these  charities  had  different  funds  at  their 
disposal :  they  had  not  taken  care  to  keop 
separate  accounts  of  tho  receipt  and  appli- 
cation of  such  funds,  and  great  expense  ac- 
cordingly arose  in  distinguishing  which 
was  the  charity  jiroperty  and  which  was 
not. 

Thu  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I  recollect 
what  Master  Brougham  said  before  the 
Committee.  lie  stated  that  in  one  case 
700f.  was  spent  iu  litigation  out  of  the 
charity  estate.  It  was  the  Norwich  case  ; 
and  in  the  Norwich  cose  no  such  question 

LoM>  COTTENHAM:  I  do  not  know 
what  Master  Brougham  might  have  said, 
but  1  know  that  in  the  Norwich  case  there 
were  several  important  questions  for  consi- 
deration, and  which,  but  for  the  decision  in 
this  form,  would  have  involved  them  iu  still 
more  expensive  litigation. 

ViBCOinsT  STRANGFORD  :  My  Loi^, 
I  was  to  have  had  the  honour  of  presenting 
a  pctitiou  to  your  Lordships  upon  this  sub- 
ject from  a  very  important  body ;  but  from 
some  accident  or  another,  it  has  not  reached 
mo  at  tho  House.  It  prayed  your  Lordships 
that  the  petitioners  might  be  heard  against 
the  Bill.  It  was  from  the  Worshipful  Com- 
pany of  Skinners. 

The  Earl  of  ELDON  :  I  think  1  may 
congratulate  your  Lordships  upon  what  has 
passed,  for  I  hope  that  advantage  will  be 
taken  of  tho  delay  which  will  now  be  occa- 
sioned to  strike  out  of  the  Bill  all  its  ob- 
jectionable  clauses.  I  will  now  lay  on  the 
Table  the  petitions  to  which  I  previously 
adverted. 

Second  Reading  postponed  until  after 
the  Easter  recess. 

House  adjourned. 
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THE  GOVEEtNMENT  MEASURES. 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  wished  to  ask  the 
right  hou.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  it  was  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  Bill  to  afford  facihtiea  for  drain- 
ing estates,  and  for  consolidating  the  high- 
way expenditnre  ?  Also,  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  school- 
tnasterB  of  union  workhouses,  and  for  the 
Irish  coDstahuIary  force,  these  heing  the 
measures  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
announced  at  the  commeucemeut  of  the 
Session  as  forming  part  of  the  five  i 
eures  he  intended  to  propose  for  the  ci 
deratiou  of  the  House,  upon  the  subject  of 
legislation  for  Ireland  ? 

Sir  R.  peel  said,  that  with  respect 
to  the  last  two  points  to  which  the  hon. 
Geotlcinaa  had  adverted,  namely,  a  provi- 
sion for  the  payment  of  schoolmasters  of 
union  workhouses,  and  for  defraying,  at 
the  public  charge,  the  oipcose^  of  the 
constabulary  in  Ireland,  provision  must  he 
made  for  these  iu  a  Committee  of  Supply. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
until  Votes  had  passed  such  a  Committee. 
But  at  an  earlv  period  after  a  Committee 
hod  sanctioned  the  proposal,  a  Bill  would 
be  introduced  upon  those  two  subjects. 
With  regard  to  the  other  two  points — the 
Drainage  Bill,  and  the  Bill  for  consoUdating 
the  Highway  Trusts — he  was  sure  the  hon. 
GcDilenian  and  the  House  must  be  aware 
of  the  extreme  pressure  upon  the  time  of 
Her  Majesty's  Govcmmeut  for  a  long 
while  past.  There  was  no  int«ntioual  de- 
lay on  their  part.  Tlie  aunouucement  of 
these  measures  led  to  a  great  numb< 
Hnggestions  and  communications.  The 
Government  had  applied  all  their  leisure 


{COMMONS}  /mpftrtatioN  Beport.         160 

in  considering  the  details  of  Owaa 
subjects,  and  he  hoped  by  this  day  week 
they  should  be  able  to  lay  the  Billa  <hi 
the  Table,  at  least  he  would  moke  exar- 
tioQ  to  do  BO. 


CLSTOMS  AND  CORK  IMPORTATION 
REPORT. 

On  the  Question,  that  the  Order  of  the 
Day  he  read, 

Mr.  COBDEN  said,  he  had  to  proseat 
petition  ^m  a  number  of  tenant-farmers 
1  the  Netherby  estate,  in  Cumberiand. 
They  expressed  their  conviction  that  the 
measures  proposed  by  Government  were 
most  important,  and  stated  that  they  viewed 
them  with  the  greatest  satisfaction;  though 
they  could  not  refrain  from  adding  that 
total  and  immediate  repeal  of  the  Com 
Laws  would  have  met  with  their  more 
hearty  approbation.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Lynn  (Lord  G.  Bentinck)  had 
recently  presented  a  petition  from  the  some 
quarter,  signed  by  3,000  farmers  and 
others,  against  the  removal  of  the  existing 
protection;  hut  he  (Mr.  Cobden)  was  glad 


posite  (Sir  J.  Graham)  on  the  fact  that  a 
his  tenants  were  not  of  the  same  way  of 
thinking  on  this  important  question. 

Order  of  the  Day  read. 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  said:  I  can  assure 
you,  Sir,  and  the  House,  that  1  am  very 
unwilling  to  prolong  this  protracted  debate, 
which  I  believe  the  country  at  large  sin- 
cerely  desires  to  see  terminated  hj  some 
decision  of  this  House,  be  that  decisiwi 
what  it  may;  but  having  failed  in  the  course 
of  last  evening  to  obtain  that  mportunitj 
of  addressing  you  which  I  was  desirous  at 
taking,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper 
that  this  discussion  should  terminate  with- 
out adverting  to  some  of  the  observationi 
and  arguments  which  have  been  used  in 
the  course  of  this  debate.  I  cannot  pess 
over  without  notice  the  petition  that  has 
just  been  presented  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stockport;  and  1  can  assure  the  Honie 
that  I  was  not  cognizant  either  of  that  pe- 
tition, or  of  the  petition  which  was  presented 
on  a  former  occasion  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Lynn  {Lorrl  G.  Bentinck),  from 
a  portion  of  my  tcuantry  taking  opposite 
views  on  the  same  question.  It  is  needless 
for  mc  to  assure  tho  House  that,  neither 
directly  uor  indirectly,  by  myself  nor  by 
any  of  my  agents,  have  I  interfered,  in  tlw 
slightest  or  the  most  remote  degree,  with 
the  expressiun  of  the  opinions  of  my  teB* 
antry  on  this  subject.     I  have  left  dum. 


tlieir   I 
they,  E 
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sate  wbich  in  my  coiucieiMie  I  believe  to  be 
necessary  for  the  public  good.  And  al- 
tbough  it  would  be  affectation  in  me  to  dis- 
semble the  fact,  tbat  I  am  deeply  moved 
by  many  things  vhich  have  been  said  by 
Gentlemen  in  tbe  course  of  the  debat« 
~— by  Gentlemen  whose  good  opinion  1 
highly  ralue  ;  yet,,  steadily,  fimily,  and 
fearleHsly,  1  hope  to  be  enabled  to  dis- 
charge that  public  duty  which  I  have  un- 
dertaken. I  ehall  unflinchingly  persevere 
in  my  course  ;  and  I  am  consoled  by  this 
ungle  reflection,  that,  in  my  belief,  the 
time  is  not  for  distant  when  the  country 
gentlemen  of  England  will  be  satisfied 
that  Her  Majesty  s  Government  hoe  not 
betrayed  their  interests,  and  that  theii' 
welfare  and  prosperity  will  hereafter  be  re- 
conciled, in  fact  and  in  opinion,  with  the 
interests  of  the  great  body  of  the  com- 
munity, whose  peace,  whose  contentment, 
whose  more  easy  means  of  existence,  it  is 
the  object  of  the  Bill  to  promote;  and 
I  conscientiously  believe  that  this  measure, 
if  it  receive  the  sanction  of  ForliameDt,  vrill 
not  fail  to  accomplish  this  great  end.  Now, 
Sir,  allow  me  to  advert  to  some  of  the  ar- 
guments which  have  been  produced  by 
the  nohle  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn, 
in  opposition  to  this  measure.  I  may 
be  wrong,  but,  certwnly  it  does  occur 
to  me  that  the  arguments  which  the  noble 
Lord  adduced  against  this  measure  are 
precisely  the  arguments — the  most  cogent, 
the  moet  convincing,  the  most  unanswer- 
able— which  the  opponeots][of  the  sliding- 
Bcale,  from  time  to  time,  have  urged  against 
its  continuance.  I  will  begin  vitix  the 
first  position  taken  up  by  the  noble  Lord, 
He  is  very  anxious  to  obtain  some  opinion 
from  the  Treasury  bench  ;  and,  failing  the 
statement  of  any  such  opinion  from  that 
quarter,  he  speculates  himself  as  to  what 
will  be  the  price  of  wheat  under  a  free 
trade  in  com  :  and,  with  a  view  of  form- 
ing an  estimate  of  this  price,  he  went,  lost 
ni^t,  through  tiiis  very  extraordinary  pro- 
cess. He  took  the  years  1835  and  1836, 
when  the  price  of  wheat  in  England  was 
remarkably  low ;  the  price  in  1836  being, 
I  think,  about  45s.  a  quarter,  and  the 
price  in  1835  bemg  39'.  a  quarter  ;  and 
then,  in  those  circumstances,  he  takes  the 
price  of  wheat  on  the  Continent  in  these 
two  years,  and  estimates  from  that  by  sim- 
ply adding  theamount  of  freight,  andcharges 
the  price  at  which  it  might  have  been  brought 
here,  and  sold  at  a  profit.  Now,  observe, 
one  great  argument,  againat  ti-at  ■i&*'«v;:wi* 
Com  La.'w,\6  4K™«A.^vsa.SSA  voiaa^**  ''^ 
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as  on  other  occasions,  to 
)wn  free  judgments  ;  feeling  that 
s  tenants,  have  as  deep  an  interest 
in  this  matter  as  I  have  as  a  landlord,  and 
that  they,  equally  witli  myself,  are  entitled 
to  pursue  the  course  which  is  dictated  by 
their  honest  convictions.  Now,  Sir,  I  shall 
proceed,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
at  onc«  to  advert  to  the  speech  which  closed 
the  debate  of  last  night :  I  allude  to  the 
nwech  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  G.  Ben- 
tmck)  the  Member  for  Lynn.  I  will  first 
dispose  of  the  peroration  of  that  speech  by 
one  remark.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the 
concluding  part  of  the  noble  Lord's 
^eech,  stripped  of  all  the  metaphor 
which  encumbered  it,  consisted  almost 
entirely  of  that  personal  invective  wbich, 
I  must  say,  has  marked  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  speeches  which  have  been  de- 
livered on  this  side  of  the  House  against 
the  measures  which  Her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters propose.  Now,  Sir,  having  frankly 
vrowed  a  great  change  in  my  own  opinion 
on  this  subject,  I  will  not  be  guilty  of  the 
impropriety — I  might  say,  of  the  imper- 
tinence— of  commenting  with  anything  like 
undue  severity  upon  the  eager  and  tena- 
ciouB  miuntenonce,  on  the  part  of  Gentle- 
men sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House,  of  tbe 
opinions  which  1  sincerely  and  honestly  en- 
tertuned,  in  eommon  with  them,  and  which, 
t3l  a  very  late  period,  I  advocated  with  equal 
warmth  and  seal.  Neither,  Sir,  shall  I 
•ay — for  I  conld  not  say  it  with  truth — 
that  I  am  not  deeply  grieved  by  the  loss  of 
confidence  and  esteem,  on  the  part  of  se- 
veral hon.  Members  with  whom  I  have 
acted  for  many  years,  and  on  whose  sup- 

rrt  and  friendship  in  trying  circumstances 
have  often  relied,  and  never  relied  in 
*«in,  I  mnst  add,  however,  Sir,  that  when 
I  made  up  my  mind,  under  a  deep  sense 
of  pubhc  duty,  to  act  in  concert  with  my 
right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and,  upon  considerations  of  pub- 
lic necessity,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  to  pre- 
■ent  this  measure  to  Parliament,  as  a  ser- 
vant of  the  Crown,  1  anticipated,  and  I 
foresaw  with  pain,  oU  that  has  token  place 
on  the  present  occasion  with  reference  to 
the  conduct  of  bon.  Members  on  this  sjdo 
of  the  Honse.  I  counted  the  cost  of  tbe 
■acrifico  which  necessity  and  sense  of  duty 
compelled  me  to  make.  I  was  prepared, 
aad  I  am  prepared  on  public  grounds,  rc' 
gwdless  of  all  taunts,  regardless  of  all  oblo- 
quy wbich  may  be  heaped  upon  me,  acting 
fnnn  a  deep  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the 
public,  to  set  aside  all  personal  considero- 
tioBS,  and  join  in  tbe  advocacy  of  a,  me«r 
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arbing  from  the  unsteMlioeea  of  our  Aft- 
rotnd  ;  for,  in  Twrying  times  sod  tatj- 
ing  seasona,  the  demand  ii  most  unM^iul 
and  uucertam.  It  is  quite  clear,  from 
loDg  eiporience,  that  the  prioe  of  wheat 
on  the  contiaent  of  Europe,  mainlj  de- 
pend! on  the  demand  for  it  in  the  Brituh 
maritet.  The  price  in  1835  and  1836  be- 
ing unusually  low  in  England,  the  accni- 
tomcd  effect  wa«  produced  on  the  Conti- 
nent. There  wa*  a  glut  in  the  foreign 
market  owing  to  the  abgence  of  any  Bri- 
tish demand.  Our  lupplj  wai  drawn  from 
our  own  resourceB  ;  the  price  was  low  ; 
the  completo  suBpension  of  the  importation 
from  abroad,  acted  upon  and  redneed  the 
price  on  the  Continent ;  and,  under  thoBe 
(rircumstanoes,  and  from  tboie  premiseB, 
the  noble  Lord  draws  the  inference  that 
the  price  at  which  wheat  ma;  be  imported 
and  sold  in  thb  countir,  in  somewhere  about 
30t.  per  quarter.  I  leave  it  to  tho  House 
to  »ay  whether  it  be  a  safe  inference  from 
theie  premiseB,  that,  communt&ut  annu,  30<. 

E!r  quarter,  would  be  the  price  of  wheat  in 
ngland.  Aa  it  appears  to  me,,  the  great 
argument  in  favour  of  a  steady  annual  de- 
mand of  wheat  from  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, in  aid  of  the  deficiency  of  our  own 
supply,  is  this — that  in  the  present  eircum- 
Btanees  of  this  country,  from  the  large  and 
increasing  number  of  our  population,  with 
the  diffloolty  of  finding  them  a  supply  of 
food  from  home-growth  annually  increas- 
ing, the  demand  for  com  from  abroad  will 
also  annually  increase  ;  and  tlie  effect  wiU 
be,  not  so  much  to  lower  the  price  of  com 
in  this  country,  as  to  raise  the  price  on  the 
oonlinent  of  Europe,  thereby  eqoaliiing 
tho  demand  here  and  abroad,  and  thus  ef- 
fecting this  great  object,  giving  security  to 
the  people  of  England,  even  in  years  of  de- 
ficiency, against  any  sudden  or  ertrava- 
gant  rise  of  price,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
the  price  of  com  will  be  raised  on  the  Con- 
tinent. Our  commercial  rivals  will  thus 
have  an  extended  trade  with  England,  but 
will  exchange  their  com  for  those  commo- 
dities which  we  can  manufacture  more 
cheaply  than  themselves.  Thus,  their 
competition  with  our  manufaotures  will 
he  disoooraged,  by  the  price  of  corn 
being  raised  in  their  markets,  which  is 
a  great  object  with  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  this  country  to  effect.  We  shall 
secure  steadiness  of  price  here,  and  we 
shall  also  take  precautions  for  ensuring 
a  moderate  price.  1  repeat,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  British  demand,  in  tho 
years  1835  and  1836,  the  price  of  wh«at 
in  tlMfo  jwn,  to  far  from  fomutg  an; 


groundwork  by  which  to  estimate  tha 
price  that  weold  prevail  under  a  aystcoi 
of  free  importation,  ii  only  a  proof  of  the 
evil  resnlting  from  (he  uncertainty  of  our 
demand  in  foreign  markets,  and  of  the  ef> 
fects  of  that  uncertainty,  which  indispoaed 
the  northern  Powers  of  the  co&tinent  of 
Europe  to  any  friendly  comm««iaI  rela- 
tions with  this  country.  The  noble  Lord 
then  proceeded  to  argue  with  reference  to 
steadiness  of  price  ;  and  he  produced  a 
table  which  again,  I  think,  remarkably  il- 
lustrates anower  great  defect  which  iha 
enemies  of  the  sliding-scale  have  alleged  to 
be  inherent  in  our  present  system  of  Com 
Laws.  The  noble  Lord  demonstrated,  by 
tahloB  which  he  produtwd,  more  clearly 
than  I  have  ever  yet  seen  it  shown,  that 
the  great  fluctuations  in  the  price  of 
oom  on  the  Continent,  do  depend  upon 
the  demand  from  SnglanJ  for  that  com- 
modity, which  under  tho  shding-scale,  is 
a  varying  demand.  The  noble  Lord  haa 
produced  a  table  of  fluotuationa,  which 
shows  most  unequivocally,  that  exactly 
in  proportion  to  the  proximity  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  the  demand  at  uncertain 
periods,  from  England,  in  certain  ports  of 
the  Continent,  for  wheat,  in  exactly  thai 
proportion  have  been  the  fluctuationa  in 
price  in  those  foreign  ports.  It  would  v^ 
pear  from  this  document  that  the  fluetna- 
tious  have  been  greatest  at  Antwerp,  Am- 
sterdam, Bantiio,  Hamburgh,  and  Odessa, 
which  are  the  ports  whence  we  draw  most 
of  our  required  suppHes  ;  and,  to  complete 
the  demoDsbvtion,  the  noble  Lord  dwelt 
upon  the  &ct,  that  at  Bordeaux  the  fluc- 
tuation had  been  the  least ;  when  it  ia 
quite  notorious  that  with  France  we  have 
scarcely  any  com  trade  whatcTcr,  and  con- 
sequently the  effect  of  onr  irregular  d»< 
mand  would  not  be  felt  there.  Next  to 
Bordeaux,  it  appeared  the  fluctuation  haa 
been  least  in  New  York ;  the  reason  being 
that  the  American  corn  trade  has  been  ex- 
posed to  peeoliar  difficulty  with  respect  to 
this  country;  for  the  distance,  added  to  tho 
uncertainty  of  the  market,  has  preventod 
our  varying  demands  from  much  influenc- 
ing that  market.  Now,  tho  inference 
which  I  should  say  was  to  be  drawn  from 
this  is,  that  the  fluctuations  in  the  foreign 
market  are  in  a  very  g>eat  degree  attri- 
butable to  the  uncertainty  of  tho  British 
demand.  What  is  tho  consequence  of 
this  state  of  foreign  trade  ?  We  ooa- 
vert  our  natural  and  best  customers,  net 
only  into  commercial  rivals,  hut  into  ewa- 
mercial  ensmies.  Wh^  they  h&vo  an 
abundaiiee  of  con,  if  th«  harroat  haa 
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boen  gooA  here  also,  their  markets  are 
glutted  ;  thej  have  a  Buperabundaiit  sup- 
ply, and  can  only  obtain  a  very  low  price 
for  their  grain.  The  ruin  of  the  grower  ia 
&ten  the  cDnseqiieiice.  When  there  is  a  de- 
ficient supply  abroad,  should  the  supply 
have  been  ahart  hero  also,  we  tender  extra- 
vagantly high  prices  for  their  eom,  and  draw 
from  them  our  supplies,  at  great  inoonvoni- 
enee  to  them,  and  at  the  risk  of  invelviog 
them  in  want :  the  starving  of  the  foreign 
eonsmner  then  ensues;  and  bo  they  come  to 
die  eonduaion  that,  upon  the  whole,  consi- 
deting  the  uncertwnty  of  our  oom  trade,  that 
it  is  one  on  whieh  they  can  place  no  rehance, 
and  are  much  better  without  it.  They  ac- 
eerdinglj  meet  us  with  hostile  tariffs;  they 
impose  high  duties  apon  onr  manufactures; 
and,  hitherto,  thej  nave  not  only  relin- 
^oiehed  our  com  trade  in  despair,  as  not 
only  not  conducive  to  their  interests, 
but  they  have  regarded  it  as  inconsisteDt 
with  their  national  safety  and  welfare. 
Then  I  repeat  that  the  effect  produced  hy 
our  Com  Law  legislation  has  tended  to 
create  fluctuations  in  the  markets  of  the 
Continent ;  and  this  has  appeared  to  me 
UMmgat  the  strongest  reasons  why  the 
sjrstem  should  be  altered.  The  nolle 
Lord  proceeded  to  comment  upon  what 
he  colled  the  evenness  of  price  in  Kng- 
lond,  since  the  alteration  of  the  law  in 
the  Tear  1842.  1  have  already  stated  to 
the  House  that  that  very  evenness  of  price, 
in  the  present  year,  appears  to  me  to  be 
delusive.  There  certainly  does  appear, 
from  the  averages  as  now  taken,  an  even- 
ness of  price.  But  what  is  the  fact  ?  It  is 
notorious  that  in  no  year,  1  believe  not 
within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  fanner, 
has  there  been  such  an  inequalitj  in  re- 
spect tc  the  quality  of  the  grain  itself,  as 
thera  is  in  the  present  year.  I  believe  I 
am  not  exaggerating  when  I  say,  that  the 
price  of  the  wheat  of  last  year  varies  from 
48«.  np  to  72<.  a  qnorter.  Bnt  while  this 
Tariation  in  the  market  prices  exists,  it  is 
not  shown  in  the  averages  by  which  the 
daty  is  regulated,  the  sliding-scale  being  in 
thu  respect  not  to  he  relied  upon;  it  leads, 
infact,tofolsecoDclusions,  and  operates  im- 
perfectty  in  great  national  emergencies,  and 
benee  an  alteration  of  that  scale  has  become 
sbsolntely  necessary.  Then  the  noble  Lord 
mode  another  observation  incidental  to  hia 
main  argument — that  be  was  sorry  to  ob- 
serre  ^t  the  importations  of  foreign 
gnin,  when  they  did  take  place,  were  ge- 
nerrily  in  fordgn  ships.  Again,  I  say, 
diis  is  one  of  the  leading  objections  to  the 
aUding-Bcale.  Owmg  to  me  unsteadhieBa  of 


its  operation,  and  the  extreme  uncertainty 
of  what  may  be  the  amount  of  duty  on  tha 
arrival  of  a  cargo  of  wheat  in  our  ports,  our 
merchants  do  not  choose  year  by  year  to 
engage  in  so  hazardous  a  trafBo.  When  the 
time  of  scarcity  comes,  however,  not  a  mo- 
ment is  to  be  lost  in  despatching  ships  laden 
with  gnun ;  we  cannot  wait  for  our  own  ships 
to  go  and  fetch  It ;  and,  owing  to  their  em- 
ployment in  other  trades,  they  are  not  to 
be  had.  There  is  no  alternative  but  to 
take  any  ship  that  offers;  and  from  the 
foreign  ports  foreign  ships  are  necessarily 
sent.  The  noble  Lord  has  observed,  that 
the  freight  in  British  ships  is  higher  than 
in  foreign  ships.  This  is  a  consequence 
of  the  uncertainty  of  the  demand;  and 
thus  the  importation  takes  place  more 
usually  in  foreign  than  in  British  ships. 
And  this  circumstance  to  which  the  noblo 
Lord  referred,  the  encouragement  to  fo- 
reign, and  discouragement  to  British  ship- 
ping, is  one  among  many  reasons  why  the 
existing  law  has  been  condemned  by  its 
opponents.  The  noble  Lord  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  the  farmers  look  with 
dread  and  consternation  on  this  measure. 
The  petition  which  has  been  this  evening 
presented  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port, has  clearly  shown  that  all  farmers  do 
not  BO  regard  it.  But  the  hon..  Member 
for  HuntingdonsWre  (Mr.  Fellowes)  has 
said,  that  if  these  protective  laws  were 
removed,  nearly  all  the  land  in  the  Bedford 
Level  would  go  ont  of  cultivation  ;  and  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment (Mr.  E.  T.  Yorke)  said,  as  I  under- 
stood, that  the  panic  in  Cambridgeshire 
and  the  Isle  of  Ely  was  so  great,  that 
drainage  had  been  suspended,  and  that  all 
agricultural  improvement  had  suddenly 
been  brought  to  an  end.  But,  Sir,  I  must 
observe,  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
the  panic  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
bridgeshire has  adverted  to,  is  much  more 
confined  within  these  walls  than  the  hon. 
Members  below  the  gangway  are  prepared 
to  admit.  All  tliat  1  have  seen  and  heard 
on  the  subject  does  not  lead  me  to  the  be- 
lief that  either  landlords  or  tenants,  who 
are  not  exposed  to  the  contagious  atmo- 
sphere of  Uiis  House,  partake  of  the  panic 
which  the  hon.  Gentlemen  describe  as  being 
general.  Wo  were  told,  not  long  ago,  by 
some  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House,  of  a  landed  proprietor  in 
Somcrsotahu^  who  had  offered  to  release 
alt  bis  tenants  from  their  existing  engage- 
ments, should  they  he  under  any  appre- 
hension as  to  the  effects  of  the  alterations 
now  proposed  ;  and,  if  I  remember  right,  out 
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of  forty-one  tenants  wbo  had  received  the 
offer  ao  to  be  releaaed,  ddIj  six  had  availed 
themeelves  of  it.  Now,  I  ftdinit  that  such 
refusal  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  is  no  am 
criterion  that  the;  are  aatiafied  with  their 
present  condition  ;  because  tenants  have 
at  all  times  a  large  capital  inveeted  in  their 
farms,  and  they  cannot  suddenly  withdraw 
from  them  without  an  immense  sacrifice. 
Therefore,  I  admit,  at  once,  that  the  refu- 
sal to  accept  such  an  offer,  and  to  surrender 
their  farms,  is  no  condusire  evidence  of 
their  satisfaction  with  existing  or  contem- 
plated arrangements.  But,  having  made 
that  admission,  I  must  contend.oa  the  other 
band,  that  where  we  sec  farmers  entering 
into  fresh  contracts  for  large  farms,  and 
commencing  great  improvements,  this  is 
coucluHve  evidence  that  there  is,  on  the 
part  of  the  farmers  entering  into  such  con- 
tracts, no  alarm  whatever,  as  to  the  pro- 
bable effects  of  the  measure  now  under 
consideration.  And  as  it  is  a  matter  of 
Tery  great  importance  that  the  statements 
of  the  existence  of  apprehensions  should 
be  refuted,  and  that  no  such  impression  as 
that  spoken  of  should  continue  on  the 
public  mind,  the  House  will,  perhaps,  per- 
mit me  to  lay  before  it  some  facts  which 
have  come  within  the  range  of  my  own 
observation .  If  I  were  called  on  to 
mention  the  farmers  of  Great  Britain  most 
distinguished  for  sagacity,  skill,  and  in- 
telligence, I  should  assuredly  name,  with- 
out hesitation,  the  farmers  of  the  East 
Lothian  of  Scotland.  Now,  1  have  the  per- 
mission of  Lord  Bclhavon  to  read  to  the 
House  a  letter,  dated  February  2dth,  con- 
taining information  on  this  subject.  Lord 
Belhavcn  writes — 

"  I  have  been  on  a  ruic  to  Lord  Wcm]rsa  for 
Mine  ixj;  ind  have  had  an  opportanit;  o!  leam- 
ing  the  opioioai  of  the  Eait  Lolhlan  and  Berwick- 
shire &nuen  to  a  coniiderable  citont.  Lord 
Wemju'  property  in  this  countj  i«,  with  one  ei- 
on,  the  largest  in  it ;  and  hia  ^ctoi 


1.  telli  1 


p  that  tl 


Bo\iaty  or  Berwicluhire  now  to  let  that  there 
are  not  more  oflen,  and  higher  offers  too,  than  he 
ever  uir  mode  for  them,  and  hj  men  or  skill  and 
capital.  I  asked  bow  he  accounted  Tor  thin  ?  Ilii 
answer  was,  '  the  com  question  is  now  eonsidercd 
as  settled;  and  the  prospect  held  out  orgottingthe 
land  drained  by  the  UndlanU.  instead  of  having  lo 
lay  out  the  moner  themselves  as  formerlj,  has 
created  a  senernl  feeling  of  confidence  among  all 
inteUigent&nners.'  Onegentlenian  of  thi*  count; 
stated,  that  on  a  proportv  in  Berwickshire,  on 
wliich  he  was  trustee,  bo  hod  tive  offers  from  men 
of  known  character  as  flrat-rate  farmers,  the 
amount  of  which  wdi  lOl,  per  cent  above  the  pre- 
sent rent.  [This  is  since  the  introduction  of  this 
Itill  by  mj  right  hon.  Friend.]  These  are  &ctB 
which  are  wonb  all  the  arguments  one  bears, 
coming,  as  they  dis  from  the  gteattat  «oni-gTowing 
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^Vhilc  reading,  1  heard  somebody  bdiind 
me  refer  to  East  Gloucester.  1  under- 
stand what  was  meant,  and  that  it  bad  re- 
lation to  the  much-desired  dissolntioD  of 
Parliament.  I  answer  the  inunoation  by 
saying,  there  was  an  intention  to  bring 
forward  a  protection  candidate  for  Kaat 
Lothian ;  but  as  soon  as  Mr.  Cbarteris, 
the  laic  Member  for  East  Gloncester,  de- 
clared himself  a  candidate,  Sir  G.  War> 
render  withdrew  his  protection  candidate; 
and,  I  believe,  the  return  of  Mr.  Charteria 
for  East  Lothian,  whenever  the  i^portn- 
nity  occurs,  is  bejrood  a  doubt.  But  let 
me  now  advert  shortly  to  the  Isle  of  Ely, 
where  the  hon.  Member  infonned  us  that 
land  would  be  thrown  out  of  cultivation, 
and  where  agricultural  improvement  waa 
suspended.  Again,  I  must  be  allowed  to 
read  a  letter,  and  again  I  have  full  permis- 
sion to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  this  discus- 
sion.    It  runs  thus  : — 

"  1  received  a  letter  from  the  Duke  oT  Bedbrd. 
a  day  or  two  tffi,  with  the  fallowing  postscript : — 
'  1  received  a  letter  this  morning  fi^om  my  Caa^ 
hridgesbire  steward,  to  inform  me  that  he  had  jiut 
let  two  &nns  for  me  lo  very  intelligent  men, 
&ther  and  son.  irith  ample  capital,  at  an  increaae 
of  [3U.  a  year  on  their  present  rent.  The  agree- 
ment baa  been  maite  ainee  Ped'a  measura  «■*  in- 
troduced.' Such  beta  as  these  seem  t«  me  to  be 
worth  more  than  hosts  of  figures  and  eolumua  of 
statistics." 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  has  given  me  leave 
to  make  use  of  this  communication,  which 
touches  only  the  rental  of  laud.  But  irfiat 
has  been  the  effect  of  the  proposed  repeal 
of  the  Com  Laws  upon  the  value  of  tba 
fee-simple  ?  I  know  several  land-surveyon 
of  the  highest  eminence  who  were  for- 
merly much  opposed  to  the  alteration 
of  the  system,  but  who  now  have  avowed 
their  opinion  in  favour  of  the  change,  and 
who  state  that  they  are  astonished  by  the 
effect  produced  by  what  is  to  be  regard- 
ed as  a  virtual  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion: tbej  foresee  an  immediate  augmenta- 
tion of  the  value  of  land.  I  may  notice 
the  instance  of  an  estate  in  Sssex.  The 
hnn.  Member  for  Totuess  is  cogniiutt 
of  the  case— the  land  is  within  thirty 
miles  of  tlic  metropolis  —  thoro  is  no 
residence  upon  it — end  the  rental  is  about 
650f.  a  year.  The  owner,  considering 
its  proximity  to  Loudon,  the  increasing 
traffic  by  railroads,  and  other  circom- 
stauces,  was  advised  to  ask  thirty-two 
years'  purchase  for  it;  and  for  three  years 
he  has  been  unable  to  obtain  an  offer 
approaching  his  price.  What  is  the  fact 
~  Within  thta  lost  three  weeka  to. 
haa  been  made  oimuog  i^  to  hia 
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niiottum,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve tlutt  a  bargain  will  be  struck.  It  is 
very  eaey  for  hon,  MemberB  opposed  to  the 
change  of  the  law  to  speculate  ou  the  dis- 
adTantageouB  effect  of  it;  but  I  say  that  a 
single  &et  Uke  this  scatters  to  the  winds 
all  their  gloomy  conjectures.  If  it  were 
tnie  that  land  would  be  thrown  out  of 
nilti<ntioii,  would  any  man  out  of  Bedlam 
now  set  ahout  enclosing  land  ?  Is  the 
House  aware  of  the  working  of  the  Enclo- 
sure Commission  ?  By  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, passed  in  the  last  Session,  facilities  to 
eneloaure  were  giyett  on  easy  tenna,  and 
at  a  small  eipeose ;  and  what  hare  been 
the  proceedings  of  the  CommiBsion  within 
the  last  few  months  ?  What  applications 
luiTe  been  made  for  new  enclosures  ?  In 
September  last,  applications  were  sent  in 
for  the  enclosure  of  2,298  acres ;  in  Oc- 
tober the  number  of  aerea  sought  to  be 
encloied  was  4,588.  This  was,  at  the 
time  when  strict  protection  was  given  to 
the  land,  and  no  alteration  of  the  law  was 
contemplated;  but  in  November  there  was 
pregnant  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  pro- 
pose a  material  alteration  in  the  Com 
Laws.  Did  that  check  the  disposition  for 
encloBure?  The  House  shall  see:  the  ap- 
plicationa  were  in  this  proportion ; — In 
October,  4,588  acres;  in  November,  7,147 
acres;  in  December,  7,205  acres;  in  Ja- 
nuary, 5,600  acres;  iu  February,  3,595 
acres.  [Oheerinff.]  Nothing  is  so  im- 
pmdent  as  cheering  too  soon  ;  and  I  will 
show  the  hon.  Members  why.  In  one 
week  of  the  present  month  there  have 
been  applications  for  the  enclosure  of 
1,500  acres;  and  within  the  last  fort- 
night, from  the  county  of  York  alone, 
hfts  been  sent  in  an  application  for  the  en- 
closure of  fiowes  Moor,  a  common  of  infe- 
lior  land,  to  no  less  an  extent  tlian  14,000 
neres.  Does  not  this  show  that  the  hon. 
Hembws  cheered  a  little  prematurely  ? 
Besides,  there  has  been  an  application  from 
Taunton  Dean,  Somerset,  for  the  enclo- 
sure of  2,500  acres;  so  that,  within  the 
last  fortnight,  application  has  been  made 
for  the  enclosure  of  no  fewer  than  16,500 
acres.  So  much  for  land  being  thrown 
out  of  cultivation.  But  I  must  here  be 
permitted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
t«  a  Bill  at  this  moment  in  progress  :  it 
is  entitled,  "  A  Bill  for  enclosing  and  re- 
chuming  from  the  Sea  certain  tracts  of 
land  forming  part  of  the  great  Estuary 
called  tiie  Wash."  This  ia  not  a  question 
of  throwing  land  out  of  cultivation — not  a 
question  of  encloaing  Waste  land — but  a 
qaestion  of  spying  the  Dutch  principle  of 
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scooping  land  out  of  the  ocean,  and,  by 
the  application  of  capital,  making  that 
land  productive.  Whose  names  are  at  the 
bock  of  the  Bill?  First,  1  see  that  of 
Lord  George  Bentinck;  the  second  name 
is  that  of  Viscount  Jocelyn;  and  the  third 
that  of  Mr.  Bagge,  the  Member  for  West 
Norfolk.  This  Bill,  be  it  remembered, 
has  been  brought  in  in  the  present  year, 
since  the  plan  of  Government  with  respect 
to  the  change  in  the  Com  Laws  was  well 
known.  [Lord  G.  BESTiSCK :  It  is  a 
notice  by  a  Member.]  But  here  is  the 
Bill  itself;  and  the  capital  to  be  invested 
is  no  leas  than  SOO.OOOi.,  with  power  to 
borrow  200,000i.  Then,  let  ua  look  at  the 
list  of  subscribers.  The  first  name  is  that  of 
William  George  Frederick  Scott  Bentinck, 
comnionly  colled  Lord  George  Bentinck; 
and  among  the  directors  I  find  the  names 
of  Lord  George  Bentinck  and  Sir  H. 
Folkes,  mayor  of  Lynn  for  the  time  being, 
and  others.  Now,  in  a  former  Session, 
the  rights  of  the  Crown  interposed  an 
obstacle;  and  there  was  a  negotiation  be- 
tween the  parties  on  this  point,  but  the 
issue  was  not  satisfactory;  but  here,  in 
this  Bill,  there  is  an  admission  of  the 
rights  of  the  Crown, 'and  there  is  a  clause 
charging  the  property  of  the  company 
with  the  payment  of  one  per  cent  to  the 
Crown  upon  all  outlays  and  expenses, 
which  is  expressly  stated  to  be  intended 
as  compensaUon  for  30.000  or  40,000 
acres.  Now,  the  noble  Lord  will  permit 
me  to  put  a  question  to  htm,  which  he 
hoa  often  put  to  my  right  hon.  Friend. 
What  is  his  estimate  of  the  price  of  wheat 
under  the  new  measure  ?  I  am  well  aware 
that  the  noble  Lord  is  a  great  authority  on 
the  doctrine  of  chances;  he  is  a  perfect 
De  Moivre  in  his  way,  and  would  no  doubt 
make  an  excellent  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer; and  I  wont  to  know  what  is  his 
calculation  aa  to  the  future  price  of  wheat, 
which  induces  him  to  take  so  prominent  a 
part  in  tbis  remarkable  speculation  ?  It 
is  now,  Sir,  my  painful  duty  to  turn  to  a 
more  serious  part  of  the  great  question; 
the  House  will  anticipate  that  I  allude  to 
the  state  of  Ireland.  I  heard  with  great 
pain,  and  with  surprise,  the  statement  of 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  G.  Bentinck),  that, 
in  bis  opinion,  which  every  day's  ex- 
perience confirmed,  the  potato  famine 
in  Ireland  was  a  gross  deluuon;  he  sud, 
I  think,  that  a  more  gross  deluuon  hod 
never  been  palmed  upon  the  country  by 
any  Government;  and  the  noble  Lord  pro- 
ceeded to  argue  that,  because  tbe  average 
price  of  potatoes  throughout  Ireland  was 


"  Sir — I  beg  loTc  to  •end  you  «n  eitnot  from 
Dublin  morainji  popcr*  vbich  will  gtre  jon  k 
'  at  (he  mmsuroa  which  the  ci 
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onljr  4d.  a  Btone,  there  could  oot  be  any  the  Agricultural  Society  in  Ireland,  which 

fmniDc  in    that  country.      Now,    I   must  includes  a  great  number  of  the  nobility  and 

have  f&iled  in  iny  endeavour  to   show  tlie  gentry  of  the  country.      Nov,  that  letter 

House  what  is  the  real  state  of  Ireland,  which  1  received  from  the  Secretary  of  this 

if  it  can  believe  that  the  average  price  of  society  was  dated    October  23,    and  the 

potatoes  is   any  crit«rion   of  the   state  of  House  will  see  how  far  Dr.  PlayfaJr's  re* 

destitution  in  that  country.     I  niay  ub-  port  (which  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  ac- 
Bcrve,  in  pasBing,  that  id.  a  stone  in  Ire- 
land is  nearly  double  the  price  of  potatoes 
in  ordinary  circumBtanccB  at   this  pcnod 
of  the  year;  and  that,  when  you  take  the 

difference  between  2d.  and  4a.  a  stone  for  ,  , .       .      ,         ,       ,            .      , 

potatoCB,  It   la  an  mcreaBO    in    tne    pnee  i^g  ji,|«„  ;„  the  potato  «op.     I  be|t  Inn  .bo 

of  an   article   of  food  of  100  per  cent,  a  u>  state  that  when  I  iMued  >  oirculsr  about  a 

difference    between    plenty    and    want — I  month  tiacr  to  the  aecrelariea  of  one  hundred  and 

might  almost  say  between  life   aud  death,  twpnijrlociilsocietie*  in  conneiion  with  thewntml 

The  noble  Lord  also  commented  upon  the  f  "''■  '  ^°}.  '^""^  an™er>  from  per»ni  rtatii^ff 

.           .              ,                      .     p         /   1      I  that  the  disease  wu  not  then  appamit  in  their 

ftct  of  some  Urge  imports  from  Ireland.  i„„„^u,  nrighbonrhood ;  but  1  h>t«  since  «- 

What   is   the    inference   from    that ;      He  reired  leiien  from  most  of  them,  stating  that, 

seems  to  draw  tho  inference  that  there  is  upon  digging  the  crops,  thei  Tound  the  disease  in 

no    destitution    in    Ireland.       But   it  is  a  "^"""^  •^'"'7  1"^^'.  "id  I  may  safcly  »j  it  ap- 

J..,      i_-    I         ■           r   _  .   .  neared  Ilut  there  IS  not  a  ceuntT  in  Ireland  that 

consequence  of  the  high  price  of  pota  oes  },  „„^  ^^^  ^^  ,^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  'si^^^  ^^  ^„^ 

in  England  and  W  alcB,  where  the  failure  &<„„  the  cattic  show  m  BiOlinailoe  mj  office  has 

of  the  potato  crop  is  almost  as  great  as  in  been  filled  with  specimen*  of  the  diseated  palatoe* 

Ireland  itself.     High  prices  will  attract  the  from  aU  quarters.    The  council  of  this  sociatj  hare 

supplies  to  the  richer  from  the  poorer  coun-  ^'^  ,'*fi'''*T  'L""  "^h"-  /'"^l'^  "^ 
.'',.■  a-  ■  .  .  .  e  tain  the  latest  and  most  sccurata  mlormiition  re- 
try, and  It  18  ouite  sufficient  to  account  for  ,p^,j„g  ,^  ^^  ^^^  „f  the  disease,  in  the 
theBeimportsthat  the  growers  desire  to  gam  difbrent  localities,  through  the  auohiner;  at  our 
something  from  the  small  remnant  of  the  comniaDd,  and  to  transmit  the  same  from  time  to 
crop  whilst  it  remains  good.     But  the  view  'in>«.  •"  the   Irish   Government  at  the  CartI*. 

uk..  b,  a,  -.H,  L.ri  ™,  I.™  w.  s,?SiJ;b!;"';di,t  ;5;;s;';ks; 

taken   under    an    unpcrfeet   acquaintance  Kane,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  upon  saving  the 

with  the  condition  of  tho  country.      He  is,  remnanta  of  the  crop,  which  now  undoubtedlj  ap- 

however,  supported  by  the  high  authority  pears  to  be  in  the  greatciit  jeopardy. 

of  an  Irish  Member,  the  Member  for  the  ^^';^ni^'"'"i';,^^'I„' 
Vniveruty  of  Dublin,  and  the  Recorder  of 
Dublin,  recently  returned  from  Ireland, 
and  who  has  told  the  House  that  tho  ac- 
counts of  the  scarcity  are  the  grossest  ei- 
aggeratioiiB.  [Mr.  Shaw  :  Great  eiag- 
gcrations.J  Well,  great  exaggerations.  I 
hope  the  Houho  will  bear  with  mc  if  I  de- 
tain it  by  reading  some  extracts  upon  this 
point,  which  assumes  an  aspect  uf  peculiar 
importance;  for  I  must  confess  it  was  read- 


rcfullj  matured  and 
' ',  Sir,  that  the 
greatest  panic  appears  to  exist  in  all  parts  of  the 
community,  and  those  wim  know  the  country  best 
are  most  puiiled  how  lo  act.  One  thing,  however, 
1  think  is  oertain — that  enough  has  already  trans- 
pired to  justify  the  most  prompt  and  energetic 
measure*  on  the  part  of  the  public  and  the  Govem- 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  throw  upon 
Ministers  the  responsibility  of  a  premature 
decision  on  the  question;  but  the  right  hon. 
MemberhimBelfsaysthat  hewa  s  m  uch  alarm- 


ing these  detaiU  in  October  which  convinced    ^  ;^  October.  Was  it  not  then,  the  duty  of 
me  then,  as  I  am  convinced  now,  that  a    Government  on  the  1st  of  November  to  act 
information   they    had  received? 
They  thought   it  their  duty  to  act  with 
promptitude,  and  to  take  into  immediate 
consideration  the  laws   regulating  the  sup- 
ply of  corn.     But  what  I  have  read  is  not 
all.     There  came  enclosed  in  the  tetter  I 
have   read   a   communication  from  a   Col- 
league of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Dublin 
.    Hamilton,  who,  on  ihe 
18lh  of  October,  thus  addressed  the  Irish 
Agricultural  Association  in  writing : — 

r  Sir — 1  am  sorry  it  will  not  be  in 


discussion  of  the  Com  Laws  in  the  present  ' 
SeSBion  of  Parliament  was  inevitable.  The  , 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the  Btate- 
ments  made  by  Mr.  Lindley  and  Dr.  Play- 
fair,  in  November,  consisting,  in  his  opin- 
ion, of  gross  exaggerations.  [.Mr.  Shaw  : 
Great  exaggeration.]  Great  exaggeration! 
I  beg  pardon  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman: 
the  distinction  between  gross  and  great  ir 
rather  a  refinement;  that  report  was  made 
to  the  Government  in  November.  That 
report,  however,  was  not  the  eii-eumstance 

which  firBt  alormed  me.  I  happened  in  p,,^rio^t™i  the  special  nieeting  of  the  wnmd'l 
October  to  be  residing  in  Cumberland;  and  this  day.  I(  as  I  apprebeod,  the  aMoonti  fr<M 
I  receiTcd  a  letter  from  the  Secr«tiiry  of  the  diflbrent  p«m  of  Ireland  «» 
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ing  tte  fiulore  in  Que  poUto  enp  u  at  all  gn 
I  think  it  would  be  wiviuble  tliat  tlio  co 
ahould  l»ke  mMn>  for  brinffing  the  subject  b 
(he  Lord  Lisut^nant,  in  thn  hnpn  that  Govprn 
mlfht  t^«  *ome  atepa  to  mako  procialtm  Bgainsl 
ifw  imroiDent  &fajn#.  1  aZD  ftwbre  that  fHtoiA  time 
•in«  inqoirim  wen>  Diode  through  the  conrt»bu- 
Isrj  by  fcoTBtTinpnt;  but  the  ohnrscter  of  the  dis- 
Map  ii  so  ppcnlEar,  and  the  mode  of  its  opcritioD 
(D  unaxpeetnd,  thst  tbe  apparent  date  of  Cbe  crop 
(tf  potatoes  a  Ibrtni^t  uo  aCbrda  verj  incorrect 
ianmiation  aa  to  ita  realstate  at  the  piuent  Bio- 
ment.  ProbaUr  Che  council  ecnJd  not.do  bettei 
than  to  instruct  you  to  prcparo  a  digest  of  tbo  in- 
fbrmation  which  may  have  Dome  in  from  the  local 
mcirtiM,  tuoh  a«  ooold  be  pnment«d  to  OoTern- 
■mit ;  wid  if  thejr  were  to  meat  again  neit  veek, 
lar  oa  Tbunday  ueit,  thay  miglit  then  enter  int« 
commnnicatiou  with  the  GoTernment  on  the  aub- 
Jrct.  I  name  Thursday,  for  I  think  during  the 
bext  fbw  daji,  when  the  people  are  beginning  to  dig 
their  crops,  much  accurate  infbrfnation  wLU  reach 
yon  ;  and  it  (>  roost  denrable  that  whan  we  com- 
municate with  Goremment,  tbo  fnlleM  and  most 
accarate  iafbrmaiion  efaould  be  afforded  u>  them." 

Sucb  was  the  opinion  in  October,  and  I 
believe  that  &  depntation  waited  upon  the 
Lord  liietttenant ;  but  the  urgency  of  the 
caie  induced  tbe  Secretary  to  address  me 

rrmoally  in  tbe  letter  I  have  before  read. 
irill  DOT  shortly  atats  the  more  recent 
infomiation  that  fans  reetehed  Her  Majesty  'a 
GoTermnent.  Tbe  House  will  not  fail  to 
obserre  that  the  Recorder  of  DubUn  main- 
tains that  a  more  gross  exaggeration  waa 
tieter  attempted  to  be  palmed  upon  tbe 
eountry.  Sinkinj;  the  love  of  his  country 
in  hia  greater  love  of  truth,  this  is  the  po- 
sition taken  by  tbe  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  I  will  now  read  the  account 
we  hare  received  from  Waterford,  dated 
ibe  19th  of  Uarch,  addressed  by  the  Com- 
missioner there  to  the  Commissary  in 
chief  :-^ 

"  The  priee  of  potato**  b  eo  high,  and  fhey  are 
of  «o  bad  a  quality,  that  they  are  no  longer  used 
in  the  poorfiouse  here,  bread  being  subgtLtiited. 
Nearly  all  the  potaloea  on  the  (|uay  come  In  coant- 
1^  renele  from  the  ocmnty  of  Weiford,  where  it 
ainara  the  eoil  is  sandy,  and  where  the  mayor 
■ufimns  me  tbe  diaeaoe  baa  done  very  little  ilyiiryi 
fcut  l!ie  price  is  ed.  per  stone  of  lilb.,  which  ia 
quite  beyond  Ibe  rrach  of  the  poor.  I  can  bear 
witneiM  to  the  Gtet,  that  in  the  immedisto  vicinity 
•f  tin*  place  a  proporlion  of  mie-third  to  one-half 
— aBd  in  some  caaes  tbe  whole — baa  been  found 
totally  injnred,  fetid,  and  St  only  for  tbe  dunghill." 

This,  I  am  sure,  tbe  House  will  agree  with 
me  in  thinking  forms  a  most  important  port 
of  the  doenmenta  which  I  bare  to  Uy  be- 
fore them  ;  and  I  hare  now  to  call  atten- 
tion to  that  which  divlosefi  tbe  most  for- 
midable portion  of  th^hole  eril — -namely, 
ffie  probability  that  not  only  the  produce 
*f  the  past  year  has  failed,  but  the  seed 
depoeited  in  the  ground  already  shows 
tmnate  of  belfig  tnnted. 


"  Some  of  the  crops  bf  potatoes  planted  in  Ja- 
nuary hare  been  eiamined,  and  tho  seed  has  been 
fijund  to  have  generally  rolled,  tbe  ground  will 
most  probnbl;  be  turned  np  in  April,  and  sown 
with  oat>  or  baliey." 

I  will  now,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  direct  attention  to  the  condition  of 
tbe  people  in  the  island  of  Achill.  The 
information  derived  from  that  place  is 
founded  upon  the  statements  made  by  an 
officer  of  tbe  cosst-guard,  rt-sident  upon 
tho  island ;  his  communication  is  diled  tbe 
Ist  of  March,  and  these  are  the  termB  in 
which  he  writes : — 

"  Dear  Sir  James — 1  rogret  to  have  to  report 
to  joa  a  flirther  unSivovnibie  aoeount  of  the  pO' 
(atoe*  in  this  diatrict,  in  tbe  sontbem  part  of  wbicb, 
I  may  lay,  thoy  are,  literally  speaking,  totally 
gone ;  the  peaanntry  having  now  discovered,  on 
opening  their  pits,  tbe  true  state  of  them.  I  wit- 
nessed on  Friday  last  that  in  many,  instead  of 
(ticbtng  tbem  by  hand,  they  aotually  shovelled  tbera 
out.  On  my  return  from  Knle  yeatorday  eveniof , 
I  found  a  great  number  of  persona  (from  flfly  (o 

tunes,  which  1  aeaurc  you  are  great  indeed ;  one 
pereon,witb  a  bmily  of  iLi  children,  stated  bis  crop 
to  bo  no*  reduced  to  about  all  creela  (9  ewt.)." 
Thero  are  documents  on  the  Table  that  in 
tny  apprehension  speak  volnmes.  I  allnde 
to  the  retams  from  the  electoral  districts 
of  the  Poor  Law  Unions.  We  have  reports 
from  2,000  electoral  districts  belonging  to 
Unions,  and  these  being  made  np  to  the 
15tb  of  Febroary,  state  that  there  is  every 
prospect  that  the  whole  of  the  forthcom- 
ing crop  will  be  f6und  to  be  in  a  slate 
of  decomposition.  The  HoUse  will  now,  I 
trust,  permit  me  Ut  read  thi^  statement, 
which  is  very  brief,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
extremely  important : — 


Proportion 
of  the  Potato  Crop 


Nnmberof  Electoral 
Divisiona  in  which 
the  aimexed   Pro. 


portionB 
Potato  C 


Potato  Crop  were 
rctnmed  lost,  oon- 
densed  firom  Con- 
stabulary  RepOTt* 


Between  S-lOths  and  9-!«ha 
T-iethsand8-10tha 
e-lOtha  ai 
fl-10ChSBiHl6-lmhs 
4-lUtfaaand5-10tha 
S-lOthaand  l-lOths 
9-10thaand4-ll)tha 
l-lOth   andS-lOths 

Not  eioeeding  g-lOtha ... 

Not  returned 

Total  number  of  Electoral 
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At  this  meeting  the  ft^lowing  obeenrationa 

"  Thii  «u  rerj  Miioiu  indeed,  ukd  brooslit 
tbnii  to  tin  ooowIrrMioQ  of  tbe  future.  WkM 
WM  to  become  of  tbem  neit  rear  I  It  would 
appear  that  tbe  potatoei  were  goiw.  If  thej 
planliNl  rotteo  potatoct,  the;  would  not  grow ;  and 
tbo  conMouenca  would  be,  tbe  total  Gulnre  next 
fear  of  what  the  Iriih  people  drpended  on  for 
food." 

I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  the  present  dis- 
cussion hy  referring  to  any  more  documents; 
bat  I  have  before  me  one  statement  from 
Mountmellick,  which  1  csoiiot  refrain  from 
reading  to  the  House.  It  consists  of  reso- 
lutions agreed  to  at  ft  meeting  of  the  board 
of  guardians,  held  on  Friday,  March  20: — 
That  at  the  meeting  of  the  board  tlu>  day,  ■ 
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In  the  whole,  then,  of  thoee  electoral  divi- 
sions, more  than  half  of  the  entire  crop 
has  been  absolutely  destroyed.  I  am 
aware  how  often  it  is  said  that  there  has 
been  no  increase  of  this  taint  amongst  the 
potatoes ;  and,  therefore,  I  should  wish,  if 
the  House  will  allow  mc,  to  advert  to  some 
fresh  evidence  of  the  fact  from  another 
part  of  Ireland.  I  find  in  a  letter  from 
SUgo,  addressed  by  Colonel  M'Arthur  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  tbo  Forces  in 
Ireland,  which  bears  date  the  14th  of 
March,  that  the  scarcity  in  that  neighbour- 
hood is  of  the  most  alarming  character. 
From  the  statements  of  Colonel  H'Arthur 
it  appears,  that  the  supply  of  food  for  the 
people  in  the  oeighbourhood  of  Sligo,  is, 
at  the  present  time,  one-third  less  than  it 
was  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year ;  and  that  the  prices  of  potatoes  in 
the  towns  between  Sligo  and  Dublin  had 
risen  25  to  50  per  cent,  clearly  establisluDg 
the  fact  of  a  deficiency.  Accounts  from 
Carrie k-on-Suir,  dated  the  1st  of  March, 
give  the  same  melancholy  feature  of  the 
existing  state  of  things ;  and  prove,  beyond 
a  doubt,  that  the  progress  of  the  rot  is  in 
every  point  of  view  most  alarming.  In  one 
case  there  were  1,500  barrels  of  potatoes 
in  pits ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  two 
haireU,  they  were  all  putrid.  1  now  pro- 
pose to  read  an  extract  or  two  from  the 
report  of  a  meeting  which  took  place  in 
the  county  of  Cork,  when  Lord  Uount- 
cashel  presided.  At  that  meeting  the 
following  reMilution  was  adopted : — 

"  Reaolred — That  the  local  committ«08  be  re- 
<]UestPd  to  use  (heir  utmost  dilifrenee  in  aaeertain- 

ing  the  flmda  neceuary  to  tupport  the  people  in 
their  reapectiTe  dinrictg.  uDtil  the  lOth  da;  of 
Au|j:u)t  next;  and  that  the  laodlordi  be  called 
upon  to  meet  the  exigenciei  of  the  case  b;  lub- 
■oribing  a  rational  proportion,  according  to  the 
value  <rf  their  respectire  eitatm,  baaed  on  the  Poor 
Law  nlustion." 

^Vhat  follows  is  a  quotation  of  a  letter 
from  Lord  Uonntcashel  s  agent,  addressed 
to  Lord  Mountcashel,  and  &ted  from  Fer- 
moy,  16th  March,  and  read  at  the  same 
meeting : — 

"  My  Lord — I  hare  examined  the  potatoes  in 
the  pita,  and  find  tbem  getting  worae  ever;  da; 
>ince  the  beginning  of  Ibe  month— I  may  >aj, 
Dparlr  one-third  gone.  On  examining  thote  in  the 
lol^,  1  Bnd  them  worse  than  thoae  in  the  pita — 
nearly  ane-balf  gone.  I  am  aorrf  to  lay.  on  ex- 
amining four  diflerent  kindt,  pLmted  on  the  13th 
of  February  and  following  daji,  they  are  getting 
into  H  Btale  of  decay  6uter  than  the  above  ;  even 
thoae  (hooting  out  arc  puny  and  atunled.  If  all 
now  growing  come  to  maturing,  they  will  not  be 
above  ow-third  of  a  frop. 


Lmher  of  decent  poor  married  w 


piic 


F;  tbeir  families  ox 


number  of  eighty  human  beinga,  without  food  o 
auQcient  empk^ment ;  thoae  poor  people  have 
houiei  or  cahini.  and  if  tbeir  whole  bmilieg  were 
lo  accept  of  temporary  relief  in  the  workhouio, 
tbeir  reaideocea  and  Kimituro  would  be  lost  to 
tbem.  Feeling  the  preiaurc  of  want  and  deititn- 
tion  now  ao  general  in  this  populoua  town  and 
neighbourhood,  we  feel  it  our  bounden  duty  to 
bring  this  nutter  under  the  conaidemtion  of  tba 
Executive  Government  and  tbe  Poor  Ijiw  Com- 
misiionera,  in  order  that  aome  mode  may  bo  de- 
viaed  or  poinlod  out  whereby  relief  may  be  given 
hy  a  supply  of  rheap  food,  either  gmtuitously,  or 
at  a  cheap  rat*,  to  meet  the  preacnt  exigency. 
The  poor  persons  who  applied  to  tbe  board  thu 
day.  form  but  a  very  small  portion  of  those  wbo 
we  know  are  now  in  great  (tistresa,  and  aetoally 
subsisting  on  food  mode  from  the  wash  of  a  atarch 
yard  :  only  auited  for,  and  considered  Indifl^nt, 
food  for  pigs." 

[Mr.  Shaw:  What  hog  that  to  do  with 
potatoes?]  The  right  hon.  Qentleman 
asks  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  potato 
disease  J  T  think  it  has  very  much  to  do 
with  the  destitution  of  a  starving  people. 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  really  mean, 
after  hearing  these  statements,  that  it  u  a 
great  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  potatoes 
arediseaBedand  deficient  inmanylocaUtiesin 
Ireland,  when  we  have  such  representaUons 
as  this,  that  people  are  actaally  existing  on 
food  taken  from  the  wash  of  a  starch  ywd? 
Now,  let  OB  try  it  bv  another  test.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant,  on  Monday  last,  received 
a  deputation  from  the  city  of  Limerick. 
That  is  a  wealthy  place — no  small  district 
— but  a  city  contuning  an  immense  numlter 
of  inhabitants  ;  and  what  is  the  represen- 
tation of  that  deputation  ?  It  consisted  of 
the  Mayor  of  Limerick,  the  Dean  of  Lim- 
erick, Sir  David  Roche,  and  Mr.  Marshall, 
and  they  said  that  the  destitution  of 
Limerick  and  the  neighbourhood,  arising 
from  the  diseased  and  deficient  crop  of  po- 
tatoes, was  extreme ;  and  that  statement 
WM  conflnned  hy  I^ord  dure,  who  resided 
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in  the  neigfabotiriiood  of  Liinerick.  They 
Mid  tliat  tbe  destitutioii  was  so  great,  that 
tlui}  found  it  neceBsorj  to  ruse  a  subwirip- 
tioo,  which  then  amoiuited  to  5001.,  tc 
reacne  the  poor  inhabitants  from  actual 
■turation ;  and  thej  earnestly  represented 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  unless  his 
Bxcellencf  would  consent  to  contribnte 
towaids  the  allemtion  of  that  distresH,  the 
moH  &tal  conseqnencea  ware  to  be  appre- 
hended. Now  mwl.  Hub  has  occtfn«d  in 
the  month  of  Herch.  Spring  has  not  far 
adTmseed;  bat  alread;  we  see  a  deputati< 
from  the  city  of  Limerick  coming  before 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  imploring  for  a 
dole  out  of  the  public  purse  to  save  the 
peojde  from  absolute  starvation ;  and  jet 
the  right  hen.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
thf  University  of  Dublin  Htanda  up  and 
gravely  assures  us  that  the  exaggeration 
baa  been  very  great.  This  the  right 
hun.  Gentleman  asserted ;  bnt  he  at  the 
seme  time  stated,  what  I  think  ought  to  be 
b<mie  in  mind,  that  at  this  time  of  the  year 
fever,  djrsentery,  and  in  some  cases  fa- 
mine itself,  was  ^waya  to  be  found  in 
Ireland  to  seme  eA^nt.  That,  I  grieve  to 
aay,  is  tme ;  and  so  true,  that  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  acts  on  his  deep  eonric- 
timis  on  this  subject,  although  he  says  that 
the  potato  disease  is  an  exaggeration,  yet 
his  compassion  for  his  countrymen  is  so 
warm,  ^at  still,  while  he  denies  the 
extent  of  the  distress,  yet  he  takes  credit 
to  himself  for  willingness  to  support  uiy 
meaanres  which  the  Government  might 
hare  brought  forward  with  a  view  of  meet- 
ing the  temporary  emergency;  and  more 
especially  a  grant  or  loan,  taken  from  the 
British  public,  to  the  extent  of  400,0001. 
V o:- I. -\i V 1 J. 
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Now,  Su*,  some  hen.  Members  have  de- 
clared themselves  unable  to  perceive  the 
eonnexion  which  esists  between  the  case  of 
Ireland,  as  it  at  present  stands,  and  the 
^poeed  alteration  of  tbe  Com  Laws  ;  but. 
Sir,  if  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Dublin  be  correct,  with  respect  to  the 
condition  of  the  Irish  people — if  it  be  true 
that  year  after  year  they  are  in  such  a 
frightful  posHion  on  account  offerer,  dysen- 
tery, and  dear&,  as  to  tender  their  present 
caae  by  no  means  extraordinary — it  must 
he  necessary  to  meet  their  exigencies  by 
granta  of  moDey  from  the  public  purse, 
either  by  way  of  loan  or  of  absolute  gift ; 
and,  for  my  purt,  I  cannot  consent  to  call 
upaa  the  peojde  of  England,  who  them- 
sMves  snffer  from  this  same  calamity  of  the 
potato  diMMe,  though  not  perhaps  in  so 


aggravated  a  form — I  cannot,  I  say,  con- 
sent to  call  upon  them  to  make  grants  from 
the  public  Exchequer  in  aid  of  Ireland, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  insist  that  there 
shall  remain  on  the  Statute-book  a  law 
the  operation  of  which  is  to  enhance  the 

Erice  of  their  doily  bread.  Authorities 
ave  been  quoted  by  protectionist  Mem- 
bers in  favour  of  their  own  particular 
doctrines ;  but  I  am  much  mistaken  if 
authorities  equally  respectable  may  not 
he  quoted  in  &vonr  of  ours.  Adam 
Smith,  a  great  authority  upon  these  ques- 
tions, and  one  who  appears  to  be  regarded 
with  singular  favour  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway,  is  most  decidedly  fa- 
vourable to  &ee  trade  in  corn  ;  and  is  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  the  surest  preventive  of 
famine,  and  the  only  palliative  of  dearth. 
The  same  doctrine  has  received  the  sanction 
of  Burke.  Admirable  and  beautiful  as 
ore  all  the  works  which  emanated  from  that 
great  man,  there  is  none  which  appears  to 
me  better  entitled  to  respect  and  admira- 
tion than  his  "Thoughtson  Scarcity."  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  fond  of  quotiug 
extracts  from  it;  but  there  is  one  passage 
which  they  have  neglected  to  quote ;  and 
yet  it  appears  to  me  of  all  others  the  most 
deserving  of  notice,  and  to  my  mind,  at 
least,  is  quite  conclusive  as  to  what  is  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  when  cases  of  na- 
tional distress  arise,  such  as  we  have  now 
to  deal  with.  I  do  net  remember  his  pre- 
cise words,  and,  therefore,  will  not  be 
responsible  for  the  verbal  accuracy  of  the 
quotation  ;  but  I  believe  it  runs  somewhat 
dius: — 

"  In  my  ofotiiDn  there  ii  no  ws;  of  preTcntiiig 
thia  evil,  whiflh  goe>  to  the  destnictioa  of  sit  our 
sgricultute,  and  of  thst  part  of  our  internal  oom- 
mene  which  toaoheii  eur  Bgrieulture  the  moct 
oouIt',  m  well  M  the  ■sfat7  uid  verf  b«iDg  of 
GoTemment,  but  maafultj  to  reuat  the  ver;  Orst 
ides,  ipeculativc  or  pructiosl,  that  it  [a  within  the 
competence  of  Government,  ta^n  ai  QoTernment. 
'  '  '  lb,  u  rich,  to  supply  to  tbe  jKwr 
which  it  hsi  plesMd  Dirine  Pro- 
le la  withhold  &am  them.  We, 
tbe  people,  ought  to  be  mule  woiible  thst  it  is  not 
in  bresking  the  laws  of  commerce,  which  are  the 
iawi  of  nature,  and  caniequeDtly  the  iawi  of  God, 
that  we  are  to  plsoe  our  hope  of  aoflening  the 
Divine  displeainre  to  remove  any  oslamity  under 
which  we  suffer,  or  which  hangs  over  us." 

These  appear  to  me  to  be  the  words  of 
isdom;  the  principle  they  laydown  appears 
me  worthy  of  tbe  gravest  consideration; 
and  I  hesitate  not  to  admit  that  it  has  been 
the  moving  principle  with  me,  to  support 
and  advocate  the  measures  now  under  dis- 
cussion. But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
charges  ns  with  having  betrayed  our  ftaiy; 
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and  declares  that  we  cannot  be  oxciued  nor 
pArdoned  for  the  course  which  ire  hare 
punned.  Sir,  I  hare  already  frankly  de- 
eUred  that  I  cannot  conaent  fai  cast  cenanre 
un  hon.  Gentlemeti  who  Htill  adhero  une- 
qniroci^7  to  opinions  which  I  once  shared 
myself;  hnt  I  hare  often  expressed  a  hope, 
and  I  now  again,  with  unaffected  sincerity 
express  it,  that  the  day  will  soon  come 
when  those  Qentlemen  will  sec  that  we  hare 
not  hetrayed  them,  and  admit  that  the  course 
which  we  have  taken  is  that  which  was 
hest  calcolated  to  promote  their  interests, 
«nd  those  of  the  country  at  large.  The 
Hght  hon.  Gentleman  the  K«corder  for 
Dublin  has  cast  our  horoscope.  He  says 
that  we  are  a  falling  Government,  and 
sitting  behind  as,  be  acts  upon  that  princi- 
ple, for  he  kicks  us  because  he  thinks  we 
kre  fallinj^.  He  allndoa  to  the  poHsibility 
of  a  protectionist  QoTernment.  If  such  a 
GoTenunent  should  ever  be  formed,  I — 
botwithstanding  what  has  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman — am  free  to  confess 
that  I  hope  he  may  succeed  in  obtain- 
ing from  that  Oovemment  a  satisfac- 
torr  settlement  of  the  Recordership  of 
Dublin.  I  trust,  Sir,  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  procure  from  a  protectionist 
Government  a  retiring  allowance  nuch 
ks  he  desired,  but  such  as  I  regret  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  adroeate.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  declares  that  ho  never 
looked  for  political  power,  nor  songht  for 
the  enjoyment  of  Parliamentary  office ; 
but  yet,  if  a  protection  Government  were 
formed,  tbo  vision  of  the  Irish  Secre- 
taryship might  again  flit  across  his 
fancy  ;  and,  should  be  obtain  that  ofGce, 
I  hope  that  under  tbo  benign  influence 
of  his  admluistratron,  the  people  of  Ire- 
land may  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of 
which  their  condition  is  susceptible.  At 
all  events,  whether  now,  or  at  whatcTcr 
time  the  learned  Recorder  may  give  utter- 
ance to  these  reproaches,  1  cannot  fail  to 
appreciate  the  feelings  which  actuate  him; 
and  knowing  those  feelings,  his  censure  sits 
light  upon  mc.  I  infinitely  prefer  bis  open 
hostility  to  his  smouldering  resentment. 
Then,  Sir,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Idem- 
ber  for  the  University  of  Oxford,  stated  his 
opinion,  that  this  meaauro  was  inconsistent 
with  the  interests  of  the  tithoowners.  No- 
thing could  l>e  more  accurate,  than  the 
statement  which  the  hon.  Uember  made 
that,  under  the  Commutation  Act,  titbe 
is  an  invariable  quantity,  though  the 
price  is  variable.  In  my  opinion,  the  very 
wemnej  «f  the  sUtemrat  cUsposes  of  the 


question  Ml  &r  as  the  titheowner*  an 
concerned.  Under  the  Tithe  Commnta- 
tion  Act  an  invariable  quantity  is  secured, 
whatever  may  be  th«  change  of  coltiTation: 
the  only  variation  Is  in  the  price.  Now 
observe,  before  the  Tithe  Commntation 
Act,  the  titheowner  was  not  only  exposed 
to  a  variation  of  prioe — because,  if  he  took 
his  tithe  in  kind,  fae  was  liable  to  the  va- 
riation of  price — but  also  to  a  great  varia- 
tion in  quantity!  whilst  under  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act,  he  is  free  from  that  va- 
riation in  quantity  to  which  he  was  befiire 
exposed,  and  he  is  liable  only  to  that  varia- 
tion of  price  from  which  he  was  not  before 
exempt.  That  is  my  answer  to  the  objec- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford.  But  let  us 
consider  the  case  of  the  tithepayers;  and 
if  there  be  any  hardship  in  the  case,  the 
tithepayers  are  more  affected  than  the 
tithcowners.  Unlike  the  tithe  receivers, 
the  tithepayers  have  to  pay  a  fixed  quan- 
tity, and  even  if  the  land  be  thrown  out  of 
cultivation,  the  quantity  they  have  to  pk^ 
will  not  be  reduced,  though  the  varietiMi 
in  price  will  be  provided  fur,  since  there  is 
every  year  an  adjustment  of  price,  based 
on  the  averages  of  the  last  seven  yean. 
I  am  ^c  to  confess.  Sir,  that  my  answer 
to  the  tithepayers  in  not  so  complete  as 
my  answer  to  the  tithcowners;  hut  upon 
the  whole  I  helievo  that  they  will  hath 
find  that  they  have  bod  an  equitable  set- 
tlement; and  it  must  be  remembered  that, 
on  the  whole,  the  Titbe  Commutsdon 
Act  is  greatly  in  favour  of  tbe  landed  pro- 
prietors. Till  the  passing  of  that  Act| 
whatever  was  the  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  produce,  the  titheowner  partoo  i  of  it) 
the  titheowner  was  in  fact  coparcener  with 
the  owner  of  the  soil,  and  partook  of  the 
increased  produce  without  sharing  in  the 
outlay  necessary  to  make  that  increase. 
Prospectively  under  the  Tithe  Commntft- 
tion  Act  that  coparcencry  is  dissolved,  and 
the  landowners  now  enjoy  exclusively  the 
permanent  advantages  arising  from  the 
outlay  of  capital,  and  from  the  increased 
quantity  of  produce.  Upon  the  whole,  then, 
I  think  that  the  arrangement  may  be  re- 
garded as  equitable  to  all  parties,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  the  tithcowners  should  ofler 
any  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  this  mea- 
sure. But  the  hon.  Member  for  Oxford 
put  the  case  as  a  dilemma  :  if  the  prices 
should  not  fail,  be  asked,  what  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  Bill  i  and  if  the  price  falla, 
where  is  the  equity  of  tbia  measure  ?  New 
the  Cora  Laws  are  always  open  to  aaother 
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:  the  present  Com  Latrs  either 
e  tii«  j»ic«  (^  one  of  the  first  utioles 
of  aMeMitf,  or  thej  do  not  so  ^ect  it. 
If  thej  do  not  ^ect  prices,  I  wish  to  know 
wby  is  there  ell  this  resiituiee  to  an; 
ohuge  t  It  oumot  be  denied  thst  they 
tnm  onr  foreign  cnstomers  into  rirals — 
tkM  they  oramp  onr  foreign  trede — that 
thej  diaorgmniie  the  honie  market — that 
tfaej  eanse  internal  dingension — that  thej 
•et  olasH  agaiuBt  dasa — that  thej  caoee 
beartbumings  amongst  a  largo  portion  of 
the  aommnnitjTj  and  that  thej  produce,  I 
nutj  almost  uj,  an  endlesa  interruption  of 
di^estio  peaoe.  If  thej  do  not  affiMt 
prices,  wherein  eonsiats  the  injurj  done  to 
the  landownen  ?  But  if  thej  do  cauae  a 
permanent  enhenoement  of  price,  then 
th«  interests  of  the  consumers  and  of  the 
reearers  of  wages  are  jnsilj  arrajed 
against  them;  and  thej  maj  saj — 

"  Wli7  do  jau  laike  ua  paj  &  larfer  prioa  than 
m  ought,  and  than  wa  ihoidd  oth^iae  pa;  for 
oar   dail^  bread,  wbiist  at  the  Bamo  ti 
diminuh  our  meam  of  purohaaizig  food  1" 

I  wiU  now  refer  to  the  damage  likclj  to 
arise  to  agriculture,  and  I  must  here  saj 
that  the  prosperitj  of  the  home  trade  has 
been  almost  invariablj  concurrent  with  the 
improrement  of  the  land,  with  the  pros- 
perity of  agriculture;  and,  speaking  gene- 
rally, with  the  reduced  price  of  food;  and 
upon  this  point  I  cannot  resist  quoting  to 
the  House  a  short  passttgc  from  a  work  on 
this  subject,  in  which  the  writer  states  t*-* 
argument  upon  this  point  so  tersclj  and 
ablj,  that  I  cannot  nope  to  present  it  in  so 
effective  and  so  clear  a  manner.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  manufacturing  towns, 
the  importation  from  distant  places  has  re- 
ceived a  great  and  a  progressive  increase. 
Uanchester  and  Liverpool  now  draw  their 
supplies  of  agricultural,  produce  froin  Ire- 
land, from  Scotland,  and  from  the  northern 
counties  of  England;  and,  simultaneously 
with  that  increased  importation  of  produce 
from  a  distance,  there  is  a  higher  price  for 
farm  produce  in  the  neighbourhooa  of  the 
towns;  and  so  far  from  its  being  a  conse- 
quence that  the  value  of  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  towns  has  fallen,  the  verj 
reverse  is  the  fact.  The  case,  however,  is 
so  ably  put  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Wilson  on 
the  influence  of  the  Com  Laws,  that,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  1  will  read 
what  he  says  : — 

"  Of  late  jeait  the  fecflitieg  of  steam  naTigation 
have  mnUed  tbe  producers  In  Inland,  Cnmber- 
land,  and  eliewtiere,  to  wnd  tbe  &iiit«  of  tbeir 
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dition  of  tho  producer,  jet  they  hayo  in  no  way 
tended  to  reduce  the  toIub  of  property  or  tho  con- 
dition of  tbe  producer  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  the 
latter  ^oea.  Without  tbaae  nddhioiial  lUpiriiee, 
tbe  oonnmung  ability  of  the  large  towiu  woald 
hare  been  abridged  to  a  unoller  quaatitj  of  food ; 
but,  with  such  additional  supplies  of  such  articles 
as  can  bo  best  brought  from  a  distance  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  a  lar^tr  ability  to  coDBume  otter 
"rtiolB*,  which  ara  not  so  eosity  traaaptnted,  ii 
obtaioed  by  the  community,  in  the  l»odiietion  of 
which  tho  ImoiediBte  produoera  find  an  occapation 
""-'-' before,  and  thus  the  whole  & 
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is  equoUybe- 


And  here  he  gives  an  application  la 
which  I  would  call  the  especial  attention 
of  hon.  Members  : — 

"  There  ii  no  more  reason  why  the  consumer  in 
Oreat  Britain  should  not  be  benefited  by  tbe  pra^ 
duoar  of  tbe  ooatinent  witiiaut  iiyuiy  to  our  own  ' 
property,  than  that  the  aonsumers  in  LlvBfpool 
and  Manchester  should  be  beneSted  by  the  pro- 
ducers in  Ireland  and  Cumberland,  as  baa  beea 
shown,  without  lowering  the  volno  of-  land  in  the 
immediate  neigbbourbo^." 
This  orgufnent,  I  confess,  appears  to  m» 
to  be  conclusive  and  unanswerable.  Now, 
Sir,  there  is  only  one  other  point  to  whfch 
I  am  anxious,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  to  direct  the  special  attentiott  of 
hon.  Members:  it  is  the  important  qQestioo 
of  the  bearing  of  the  price  of  com  on  the 
rale  of  wages.  I  have  stated  on  former  oc- 
casions to  this  House  my  deep  and  Snn 
conviction  with  regard  to  the  manufactur- 
ing population-— -and  there  has  been  strong 
evidence  to  eonSnn  my  views — that  so  far 
from  high  prices  proancing  high  wages, 
the  verj  converse  is  true,  and  that  low 
prices  produce  high  wages,  and  high  prices 
produce  low  wages.  I  allude  to  the  evi- 
dence fpven  before  the  Handloom  Com- 
missioners; and  I  can  refer  to  evidence 
given  in  Scotland,  in  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  by  the  handloom  weavers  in  the 
countj  of  Warwick,  and'  last  of  all  by  the 
silk  weavers.  The  first  evidence  to  which 
I  refer  is  that  of  a  Scotch  witness,  taken 
bj  Mr.  Sjmonds,  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner, in  the  south  of  Scotland,  for  in- 
quiring into  the  condition  of  the  handloom 
weaver;  and  on  the  result  of  that  evidehce 
Mr.  Symons  reports,  that  the  only  measure 
desired  by  the  weavera,  and  thought  desi- 
rable by  the  manufacturers,  was  the  repeal 
of  the  Corn  Laws,  Thej  considered  the 
continuance  of  that  tax,  by  increasing  the 
price  of  food,  and  diminishing  the  amount 
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Liverpool,    r^'"",, 

at.  in  the   **o  handloom 


iplojment,  as  grievous  and  impolitic, 
let  me  refer  you  to  the  evidence  of 


themselves,  giveti 


fcnner  pUcw,  these  6cilitie»  have  tended  to  Im- 1  to  Mr.  Chapman,  the  Assistant  Oonunia. 
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generftllf  look  npon  the  Com  Laws  as  eo- 
hanciog  the  price  of  food,  and  at  the  same 
time  dimmiahing  the  ntte  of  wagee.  And 
now,  Bir,  I  come  to  the  coniideration 
which  I  own  operate*  most  powerfully  on 
m;  judgment.  I  canoot  orerlook  the  fact, 
that  the  Gofemment  of  this  country  is,  in 
practice,  vested  mainly  in  the  landowners. 
The  other  House  of  Parliament  is  com- 
posed almost  eiclnsively  of  landowners; 
and  there  is  in  this  House  a  great  prepon- 
derance of  the  landed  interest.  A  Go- 
vernment BO  based  and  so  conducted  can- 


Honer  in  die  West  Riding.  Charles  Flet- 
cher was  asked,  "  Hare  you  considered  the 
caases  of  jonr  distress?"  and  his  reply 
was,  he  had,  and  that  he  attributed  the  de- 
cline, in  a  considerable  degree,  to  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Com  Laws.  He  was  then 
asked,  "  In  what  way  did  you  come  to  that 
(pinion  V  and  his  reply  was,  that  they 
preTeDt«d  the  exchange  of  our  commodi- 
ties with  other  comstries,  and  that  their  re- 
peal would  open  the  woollen  trade  to  the 
whole  continent.  He  was  further  asked, 
"  Is  there  any  other  way  in  which  the 
weavers  are  affected !"  and  he  replied  he 
thought  die  wearers  were  peculiarly  af- 
fected, for  the  less  income  they  had,  the 
leas  they  could  spend  on  bread.  Wheat 
was  then  3(.  4:d.  a  stone.  A  man  with  a 
familT  required  two  stone,  or  two  stone  and 
a  half.  Now,  he  had  known  it  occasionally 
as  low  as  2$.  a  stone;  and  it  ought  not  to 
be  BO  high.  James  Carmack  declared  that 
there  was  more  than  one  cause;  but  the 
chief  be  should  say  was  the  Com  Laws,  for 
the  duty  on  foreign  grain  tended  to  cramp 
CODimerce,  and  it  also  caused  them  to  oat 
bread  dearer  than  they  ought  to  do,  and 
than  the  people  of  other  countries  do,  and 
obliged  Uiem  to  consume  more  of  their 
small  earnings  in  buying  bread,  so  as  to 
leave  little  for  the  purchase  of  anything 
else.  And  this.  Sir,  has  been  the  effect 
on  the  home  market;  high  prices  have  de- 
stroyed the  demand  for  many  manufac- 
tured articles.  This  has  been  followed  bj 
the  mills  working  short  time,  by  the  sus- 
pension of  labour,  and  bj  universal  distress 
throughout  the  manufacturing  districts. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Rutlandshiro  last 
evening  felt  the  force  of  this  so  cogently 
that  he  proposed,  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  working  classes,  that  there  should  be, 
and  be  declared  there  ought  to  be,  a  slid- 
ing-scale  of  wages  as  a  relief  from  the 
sliding-scale  in  the  Com  Laws;  and  not 
only  that  there  should  be  fixed  a  minimum 
rate  of  wages,  but  that  the  rate  shoald  be 
adapted  to  the  high  price  of  com :  such 
was  the  propoution  gravely  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Rutlandshire,  who  thought 
it  unjust  to  enhance  the  price  of  com  with- 
out establishing  a  scale  of  wages.  I  am 
ashamed  to  trouble  the  House  any  longer, 
otherwise  I  could  cite  much  more  evidence 
from  the  report  of  the  handloom  weavers' 
commission  of  workmen  in  various  trades, 
whose  evidence  is  given  in  their  own  words; 
but  I  am  certain  that  I  do  not  misrepre- 
sent the  character  of  that  evidence,  when 
I  say  that  the  manufacturing  pcf  nlation 
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its  influence  i: 


opposi- 


tion to  the  great  body  of  public  opinion; 
such  a  Government  to  be  safe,  must  make 
it  evident  to  all  that  its  rule  is  impar- 
tial le^slation;  and  now,  when  we  con- 
sider the  concentration,  the  union,  the  in- 
telligen«e,  the  growing  numbers,  and  the 
increasing  proportion  of  the  manufacturing 
population,  who  have,  if  not  an  universal, 
a  very  general  opinion  deeply  seated  in 
their  mind,  that  the  Com  Laws  do  enhance 
the  price  of  bread,  and  do  at  the  same  tune 
lower  wages— that  they  make  the  manu- 
facturing workmeu  pay  more  aud  receive 
less  —  if  you  persist  in  maintaining  such 
laws,  yon  may  depend  upon  it  that  the 
population  will  not  place  confidence  in 
your  justice,  or  in  the  impartiality  of  your 
legislation.  The  people,  upon  this  pwnt 
of  their  daily  food,  will  not  at  all  times 
listen  even  to  reason;  much  less  will  they 
be  cajoled  by  fallacies;  and  I  am  sstis- 
fied,  in  mj  own  judgment,  that  they  are 
not  wrong  in  their  opinion.  They  are 
right  in  their  opinion,  that  with  the  manu- 
facturing population  of  this  country  high 
prices  are  concurrent  with  low  wages,  and 
they  are  placed  in  a  most  unfair  poutioD 
when  the  price  of  bread  is  artificially  en- 
hanced, and  at  the  same  time  the  means  of 
obtaining  it  are  decreased.  If,  Sir,  time 
would  permit,  I  could  give  you  conclusive 
evidence,  which  I  have  before  me,  that  this 
opinion  is  no  longer  confined  to  the  manu- 
facturing population.  I  could  show  that 
the  agricultural  population  are  beginningto 
be  of  the  same  opinion.  I  could  produce 
evidence  that  there  is  a  diminution  of  crime 
when  prices  foil,  and  that  there  is  an  in- 
crease of  crime  when  prices  rise.  I 
can  show  that  distemper  and  mortality 
also  increase  in  proportion  to  the  rise 
in  the  price  of  fo(>d,  and  that  they  de- 
crease OB  the  price  of  food  diminishes. 
It  has  been  proved  to  you,  that,  althou^ 
wages  in  some  of  the  agricultural  district! 
may  occasionally  rise  to  a  certain  extant 
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with  tfaa  rise  of  com,  yet  that  they  never 
rise  commeiiBiiratelj,  nor  in  the  aome 
ratio.  1  bare  Bhown  the  effect  of  the 
Com  Lam  on  the  manufacturing  popula- 
tioii — 1  have  shown  the  apreading  distmst 
and  aversion  which  are  springing  up  against 
tbem  amongst  the  agricultural  population; 
and  looking  at  the  question  dispassionately, 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  conclusions  drawn  by  the  m^n- 
facturing  population  are  not  sound  and 
tave.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  them  to 
be  moat  accurate.  I  see  that  those  pro- 
tective laws  will  be  dangerous  to  the  rights 
of  property,  unless  yon  supply  a  practical 
remedy  in  time — dangerous  to  the  public 
peace  and  to  the  wdl-being  of  this  country ; 
and  thia  being  my  conriction,  I  can,  with 
a  safe  conscience  and  unhesitating  judg- 
ment, give  my  unqualified  support  to  this 
BilL  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say,  that 
with  regard  to  domestic  peace,  no  time 
ahould  be  lost  in  passing  this  measure; 
and  with  respect  to  our  foreign  relations, 
I  will  only  say  that  I  consider  its  enact- 
ment higUy  desirable  and  decidedly  politic. 
Nations  advantageously  trading  with  each 
other  are  bound  in  heavy  recognizances  to 
keep  the  peace.  The  current  of  trade, 
once  snffered  to  run  free,  deepens  its  chan- 
nels and  extends  its  ramifications.  Its 
viriiying  power  is  felt  by  every  member  of 
the  commonity;  and  whatever  may  be  the 
diapositiona  of  Governments  towards  war, 
the  whole  body  of  the  people,  deriving 
their  daily  comforts  from  uninterrupted 
trade,  wiU  he  loud  in  their  demands  for 
peace ;  and  be  assured,  Sir,  that  the 
anrest  fonndations  for  the  peace  of  the 
worid  will  be  found  to  be,  commerce  ex- 
tending its  benefits  to  the  great  masses  of 
human  race.  The  hou.  Qentleman  who 
moved  the  Amendment  concluded  with  a 
quotation  from  a  modem  poet,  My  quota- 
tion shall  not  be  from  a  modem  poet.  There 
are,  in  Pope's  poem  of  "  Windsor  Forest," 
a  few  lines  which  appear  to  me  so  applicable 
to  the  extension  of  free  trade,  that  if  the 
House  will  so  &r  indulge  me,  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  quoting  them.  Looking  for- 
ward to  the  happy  day  when  London  will 
have  become  a  free  port,  he  thus  apostro- 
phises the  noble  river  which  opens  to  this 
great  metropolis  the  comnunerce  of  the 
world: — 

"  The  time  ihsU  some  when,  fi-ee  u  mu  or  wind, 
Unboondeil  Thunei  shall  flow  for  all  mankind, 
Wbtde  natiaDt  enter  with  each  iwellin^  tide, 
And  teas  but  join  the  regiona  they  dinde  ; 
Earth's  diilant  sndi  our  glorr  aball  behold. 
And  dwaew  worid  lanoeh  forth  to  Mektlie  old." 


That  is  the  real  description  of  the  happy 
conseqaences  to  be  expected  from  the  mea- 
sure we  are  now  discussing.  Uay  the  vi- 
sion be  realized ! — as  assuredly  it  will  be  at 
distant  period — if  with  me  you  give  your 
assent  to  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
Ma.  STU  AET  (Newark) :  Sir,  I  feel  ani- 
us  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  debate.  It  seems  to  me  that 
through  the  whole  course  of  the  discussion, 
which  has  lasted  for  many  nights,  great 
temper  and  forbearance  has  on  the  whole 
been  shown,  and  especially  by  those  bon. 
Members  among  whom  I  ut.  I  think  al- 
most every  Gentleman  who  has  spoken  in 
condemnation  of  the  new  measure  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  attributed  to  him  and  to  his 
Colleagues  the  purest  and  best  motives 
for  the  opinions  which  they  now  profess. 
I  think,  Sir,  that  whatever  is  said  in  Par- 
liament by  persons  in  authority  is  entitled 
to  respectfid  attention.  Feeling  on  my  own 
part  this  respect,  I  am  anxious  to  think  as  fa- 
vourably as  I  can  of  any  measure  proposed 
by  those  who  arc  entrusted  by  Her  Majesty 
with  the  government  of  the  country.  And  I 
have  been  the  more  disposed.  Sir,  to  listen 
with  respect  to  all  that  has  been  urged 
from  the  Treasury  bench  in  this  discus- 
sion, because  the  measure  on  which  we  are 
deliberating  is  proposed  not  by  a  young 
and  inexperienced  statesman,  but  by  one 
of  tried  ability  and  experience,  whose  eon- 
duct  in  public  affairs  has  stood  the  test  of 
many  years,  and  in  whom,  until  very 
lately,  we  have  long  reposed  our  confi- 
dence. With  these  feelings.  Sir,  and  after 
the  forbearance  which  has  been  shown,  it  is 
with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  have  heard  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  who  has  just  sat  down, 
attribute  to  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  near 
me — attribute  to  the  right  hon.  the  Re- 
corder of  Dublin  (Mr.  Shaw),  the  basest 
motives  as  actuating  him  in  oppoMng  the 
present  measure.  Sit,  I  think  that  the 
character  of  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
sufficiently  known  in  tins  House  and  in  the 
conntry,  to  make  us  all  feel  that  the  im- 
putation is  unfounded,  ungenerous,  and 
unjust;  and  it  has  been  received  by  the 
Honse  in  such  a  way  that  I  rather  think 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  must  now  feel  that 
he  has  made  a  mistake.  What  is  said  in 
such  a  spirit,  and  so  wholly  undeserved,  can 
never  find  favour,  I  trust,  iu  this  House. 
Nothing  shall  tempt  me.  Sir,  I  trust,  to 
depart  from  that  respect  which  is  due  to 
the  station  and  talents  of  Ae  right  bon. 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De|Hirtmenti 
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muBt  gire  way  to  wh&t  we  are  UHA  is  on 
opinion  entertMned  by  one  eUas  of  tlie 
community,  vhoee  opinions  and  interests 


Init  when  I  am  colled  npon  to  giro  mj  vote 
for  or  againit  this  meoBnre,  1  conceive  I 
have  a  right  to  eierciee  my  own  judgment, 
and  fonn  my  own  cniinion.  When  I  am  to 
ooDsider  whether  this  meaaure  he  a  wise 
one  or  not,  I  moBt  crave  leave,  not  oa  aak- 
ing  any  undue  indulgence,  and  certainly 
not  conceiving  that  any  great  weight  is 
due  to  the  opinion  of  so  humble  an  indivi- 
dual as  myself,  still  I  must  crave  leave  to 
eiprOBs  my  firm  and  honest  opinion,  nn- 
hiassed  by  any  other  consideration.  Bnt 
we  have  heard.  Sir,  to  my  astonishment, 
from  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department,  in  the  Utter  part  of  his 
speech,  a  matter  brought  forward  for  the 
first  time,  to  infinence  our  opinions  on  this 
question,  which,  as  coming  from  him,  I  have 
Beardwithsorrowandalarm.  Ihavereadthe 
report  of  a  speech  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stochport  (Mr.  Cohden)  not  in  this  House, 
but  in  anodier  place,  in  which  he  has  said 
that  the  Government  and  the  Constitntion  of 
dlis  country  were  overridden  hy  the  landed 
interest.  1  do  not  mean  to  say  that  a  per- 
son in  the  Hituation  of  that  hon.  Member 
may  not  expresB  such  an  opinion;  bnt  I 
would  ask  whether  it  is  jnst  or  correct  ?  It 
is  sud  that  the  Qovernment  has  been  op- 
pressed and  kept  down  by  the  landed  in- 
terest, prevented  by  it  from  bringing  for- 
ward the  measures  which  they  would  other- 
wise have  proposed  bh  proper  and  wise. 
Bach  doctrines  from  that  quarter  may  ex- 
eite  little  surprise.  But  Task,  Sir,  what 
are  wa  to  think  when  we  hear  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Home  Department  an 
argument  in  favour  of  this  measure 


this  House,  as  a  circumstance  to  influence 
our  votes  on  this  occasion,  that  we  ought  to 
pass  this  measure  because  the  mannfactur- 
mg  intorest  is  not  sufficiently  represented 
in  thin  House — not  becanse  the  measure  is 
in  itself  wise  and  beneficial,  but  because 
the  people  have  now  begun  to  think  that 
the  landed  intorest  has  an  undue  pre- 
ponderance in  this  House?  [Sir  J.  Gra- 
BAH :  I  did  not  say  undue,  I  said  a  pre- 
ponderating influence.]  Very  well.  Then 
the  argument  is,  that  because  the  landed 
interest  preponderates  in  the  House,  we 
ought  to  pass  the  mcosnre  without  regard 
to  the  injury  which  it  may  occasion,  and 
without  considering  whether  it  be  a  wise 
measure  or  not.  Have  things  come  to  this 
pass.  Sir,  that  we  are  to  take  for  our 
guide  not  our  own  opinions,  not  the  dic- 
tates of  oar  own  judgments,  hut  that  we 


alone  we  are  to  attend  to  ? 
dressed  to  us  to  coerce  our  opinions:  right 
or  wrong  is  to  heeome  a  secondary  consi- 
deration to  what  is  called  the  growing 
opinion  of  the  manufacturing  classes.  A 
doctrine  more  dangerauH,  more  subversive 
of  the  independence  of  Parliament,  more 
revolationary,  and  more  clearly  tending  to 
degrade  the  legislation  of  this  country,  1 
never  heard.  I  believe,  Sir,  it  is  the 
opinion  not  only  of  every  sound  statesman, 
but  of  the  great  body  of  sensible  and  re- 
spectable men  in  this  country,  that  this 
House  fairly  and  justly  represents  tdl 
classes  of  the  Commons  iu  this  kingdom. 
If  not,  what  has  become  of  the  Refbm 
Bill  ?  If  it  does  justly  represent  all  classes 
of  the  people,  can  them  he  a  more  danger- 
ous or  degrading  doctrine  than  that  those 
who  BO  represent  all  classes,  should  con- 
sider one  class  as  less  fully  represented, 
and  therefore  abandon  their  opinions  of 
what  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes,  in  At- 
vour  of  the  growing  opinion  of  one  partlcn- 
lar  class  ?  It  is  my  Intention,  Sir,  to  voto 
against  this  measure;  and  I  shall  endeavoar, 
as  shortly  as  I  can,  to  state  some  of  the  rea- 
sons why  I  am  determined  to  oppose  it. 
The  wide  and  general  question  of  the  wis- 
dom and  policy  of  the  Com  Laws,  is  one 
into  which  I  do  not  propose  now  to  enter. 
It  is  a  question  which  has  been  often 
enough  discussed  already,  and  on  whicb  this 
House  has  hy  large  majorities  again  and 
again  pronounced  a  decided  opinion.  It 
ie  a  question  the  discussion  of  which  has, 
!  believe,  occupied  the  mind  of  every  well- 
educated  Englishman;  the  arguments  upon 
both  sides  of  the  question  have  been  fjunj- 
liar  to  us  from  our  early  years ;  and  the 
opinions  of  most  men  have  been  fiied  and 
settled  with  regard  to  it.  One  great  canse 
of  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  I 
believe  to  be  the  different  views  which 
persons  take  of  the  comparative  importaneq 
of  the  landed  intorest,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  mauufocttiring  interest  on  the 
other.  On  this  great  and  fundamental 
point,  my  own  opinion,  in  common  vriUi 
that  of  those  whom  I  believe  to  ho  the 
greatest  and  wisest,  is,  that  while  the  im- 
portance of  our  manufactures  and  com- 
merce must  be  admitted,  all  that  relates  tfl 
our  agriculture  is  of  still  higher  and  greater 
importance.  Sir,  it  is  the  rich  and  fertile 
fields  of  England  which  have  been  the  very 
causa  and  souroe  of  our  oommerco  Asd 
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BftnnfKtiiTW-  But  for  our  aKrienllnral 
wMlth,  neither  our  cotton  millB  nop  onr 
BUBofae tones  wonld  ever  ha*a  existed. 
All  vnF  sound  «ad  praotieal  etatesmen  Are 
agreed  in  thie — that  (be  landed  interest  in 
uu  eenntry,  and  the  proaperity  of  its  agri- 
coltnre,  is  the  basis  of  all  our  prospenty 
H  a  nation.  Our  oommeroial  and  manu- 
ftotaring  interest,  great  as  it  is,  rests  upon 
this  bftsls,  and  is  of  a  more  floctnating  and 
tranaitor;  kind  ;  and  even  if  our  cotton 
milla  and  manufactories  should.  In  the  vi- 
eisflitnde  of  things,  perish  and  decay,  our 
rich  and  fertile  fields  wonld  remain  the 
■ouroe  of  continued  strength,  and  the 
means  of  nmoTation  from  the  decay  of 
more  transitory  vealth.  I  perceive  an  hon. 
If  onber  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Houee 
(Mr.  Bouverie),  smiles  at  this.  He,  per- 
haps, is  of  a  different  opinion.  Perhaps 
he  thinhe  diat  our  cotton  mills  and  trade 
will  remain  and  flourish  when  the  fertile 
tfllds  of  England  are  no  more.  At  tfae 
hour  when  1  un  now  speaking,  the  Com 
Law  of  1843  ia  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is 
K  law  founded  on  this  wise  and  just  prin- 
eipte,  namely,  that  whereas  onr  commeroe 
and  m&nufaoturee  are  protected  by  certain 
rfndca,  10  in  a  Just  and  fair  proportion 
■hevtd  onr  agriculture  he  protected  also. 
That  ie  the  system  under  which  we  ore 
now  acting,  and  under  which  our  com- 
Bieree  uid  manufaetures,  as  welt  as  onr 
agricnltnre,  have  flourished.  The  question 
now  for  onr  conaiileration,  and  on  which  we 
mnst  give  our  rotoa  is  this — whether  this 
just  uid  Bueceuful  system  is  to  be  aban- 
doned— to  be  altogether  thrown  overboard 
M  to  one  elass — whether  protection  is  to 
be  extended  to  every  other  class  except  the 
Unded  interest~r-and  as  to  it,  the  basis  of 
the  prosperity  of  all,  is  to  be  from  this  time 
forward  withdrawn  ?  I  perfectly  under- 
stand the  arguments  in  favour  of  free  trade. 
I  admit  their  force  as  mere  theoretical  ar- 
guments. I  deny  their  practicability  or 
wisdom  in  the  management  of  the  affairs 
«f  this  nation  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world.  As  applied  to  the  measure  before 
OS,  I  deny  the  justice  of  those  arguments. 
If  we  are  told^and  that  is  what  we  are 
told — that  protecdve  duties  are  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  produce  of  our  land,  and  to 
he  continned  to  the  produce  of  onr  mannfac- 
tories,  I  say  that  there  is  a  glaring  want  of 
wisdom  and  wont  of  justice  in  such  a  pro- 
ceedinK-  And  here  I  most  address  myself 
mere  directlj  to  the  reason  for  this  sort  of 
pfoeeeding,  which  was  put  forward  by  the 
ri^t  hon.  Baronet  at  the  hsad  of  the  Go- 
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vemment.  He  said,  that  we  mnst  adopt 
this  coarse  as  a  matter  of  necessity;  and  he 
undertook  to  make  out  that  a  case  of  over- 
whelmlog  necessity  existed.  But  it  is  to 
he  obserred,  that  out  of  that  great  party, 
of  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  once 
the  proud  leader — a  party  as  proud  to  he 
led  by  him  as  he  was  proud  to  be  their 
leader — of  this  great  pgity  of  more  than 
300  Members,  only  112  supported  him  on 
this  occasion,  or  countenanced  the  notion' 
of  the  alleged  necessity  ;  and  let  it  not  he 
forgotten,  that  of  those  who  supported  him, 
more  than  one  expressed  an  uninion  that 
the  effects  of  the  measure  would  tie  most  ca- 
lunitous,  and  that  it  would  be  the  ruin  of 
thousands.  Now,  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Government,  and  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  far  the  Home 
Department,  and  those  who  vote  with 
them  on  this  measnre,  mean  to  support  it 
on  the  ground  of  an  overwhelming  neces- 
sity, I  heg  leave  to  say,  that  this  case  of 
necessity  has  not  been  estahlished  at  all. 
On  the  contrary,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 
although  he  did  say  something  of  the 
famine  in  Ireland,  and  the  scarcity  of  po- 
tatoes, before  he  had  done,  put  the  argument 
on  different  grounds.  But  I  beg  leave  to 
say,  that  the  way  to  cure  those  calamities 
in  Ireland,  even  if  they  existed  in  the  ful- 
lest extent  which  has  been  alleged,  is 
not  by  ruining  the  landed  interest  in  Eng- 
land. How  are  the  poor  fever-stricken 
Irish  to  be  cured,  or  the  hungry  to 
be  fed,  by  telling  them  that  protection  to 
agricnltnre  is  to  cease  in  the  year  1849  f 
Why  this  is  a  mockery.  I  say,  that  If  we 
are  called  upon  to  support  this  measnre, 
on  the  notion  that  it  is  justified  or  required 
by  the  state  of  Ireland,  the  understanding 
of  every  reasonable  man  must  reject  the 
argument  entirely,  I  call  upon  the  Go- 
vernment to  relieve  those  temporary  evils 
with  which  Ireland  is  afflicted  by  some 
better  and  more  speedy  remedy.  Soch  cala- 
mities are  not  to  be  met  by  extensive  mea- 
sures of  this  kind,  which  even  some  of  those 
hon.  Members  who  feel  bound  to  support 
them,  are  forced  to  admit  will  be  most  inju- 
rious. Then  we  come  back  to  the  queslion~~- 
is  it  wise  or  just  to  withdraw  all  protection 
from  land,  while  it  is  extended  to  our  ma- 
nufhcturee  t  The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department  tells 
us  that  there  is  a  growing  opinion  in  the 
country  that  protection  to  land  must  cease, 
and  therefore  we  must  give  way  to  that 
opinion.     Now,  I  beg  leave  to  deny  that 
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there  IB  a  growiDg  opinion  of  this  kind. 
Where  is  the  evidence  of  it  ?  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  as  hia  proof  of  this  growing 
opinion,  reads  to  us  the  eridence  of  a 
handloom  wearer,  given  before  some  Com- 
miBsiouers.  Now,  for  mj  own  part,  I  at- 
trihute  very  httle  weight  to  ofunions  ob- 
tuned  in  Oiis  way ;  they  are  ahnost  al- 
wBja  the  opinions  of  partisans — of  men 
who  ore  called  to  deliver  such  opinions  be- 
cause they  are  known  to  entertain  them, 
and  tbej  are  the  sort  of  opinions  which  are 
wished  for.  I  recollect,  in  my  own  case, 
there  was  a  subject  on  which  I  happened 
to  possess  considerable  authentic  infonna- 
tion.  This  being  known,  1  was  applied  to 
by  a  Member  of  the  Government,  not  the 
present  Government,  and  requested  to  come 
to  be  examined  before  a  Committee  of  this 
House.  Before  the  examination,  1  had  a 
conversation  with  the  individual  who  had 
obtained  the  appointment  of  the  Committee, 
and  I  found  fifom  him  that  be  bad  a  parti- 
cular object  m  view — that  my  evidence 
would  exactly  tend  to  an  opposite  conclu- 
sion from  that  which  he  wished  the  Com- 
mittee to  come  to.  1  need  hardly  say,  that 
when  this  Gentleman  ascertained  what  the 
result  of  my  evidence  would  be,  I 
examined  at  all.  I  confess  that 
produced  a  pretty  strong  impresuon 
my  mind  as  to  tbe  degree  of  weight  to  be 

S'wn  to  evidence  before  Committees  of 
is  House.  Sut  another  sort  of  evidence 
has  been  resorted  to  in  this  discussion, 
The  ri^t  hon.  Baronet  refers  us  to  the 
reports  of  gentlemen  employed  by  tbe 
Government  to  collect  information.  Now, 
information  collected  in  that  way  is  alwayi 
sought  for  with  a  view  to  produce  an  im 
preaaion  of  a  particular  kind  ;  and  it  gene- 
rally happens  that  persons  so  employed 
make  it  their  business  to  ascertain  the 
sort  of  view  which  it  is  wished  the 
denee  coDccted  by  them  should  present. 
I  am  the  more  impressed  with  this  from 
what  I  know  happened  to  a  friend  of  mine, 
now  no  more.  He  was  a  gentleman  of 
great  intelligence,  and  was  employed  by 
^e  late  Government  to  go  through  certain 
districts  of  England,  to  make  inquiries  and 
a  report  on  a  particular  subject.  He  told 
me  that  not  having  much  practice  in  such 
matters,  he  applied  to  a  gentleman  of  great 
experience  and  long  in  office,  to  know  how 
he  should  proceed  in  the  preparation  of  his 
report.  The  advice  he  got  was  this :  "  The 
£rst  thing  I  advise  you  to  do,  is  to  ascer- 
tain what  sort  of  report  it  is  wished  by 
the  Goremment  that  you  shoald  make.  ' 


It  is.  Sir,  a  very  difficult  thing  indeed  to 
obtain  unbiaased  evidence  on  any  subject, 
but  especially  on  a  subject  of  this  lund ; 
and,  without  meaning  any  sort  of  disrespect 
to  the  functionaries  employed  by  Govein- 

;  to  collect  information  in  Ireland,  I 
must  be  allowed  to  receive  their  infonna- 
tion   with   some  distrust   as   to  its  perfect 

impartial  accuracy,  especially  when 
I  find  very  opposite  accounts  from  respect- 
able and  intelligent  persons  unconnected 
with  the  Government.  But  when  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham)  talks  of  the 
growth  of  opinion  on  this  question,  he 
should  give  us  some  better  evidence,  and 

B  know  how  he  ascertains  this  growth  of 
opinion.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  thing,  that 
I  have  read  a  speech  delivered  sMnetime 
ago  in  January  last,  by  the  hon.  Uembw 
for  Stockport  (Mr.  Cobden)  so  exactly  like 
what  has  been  said  to-night  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham),  that  I  must 
beg  tbe  House  to  allow  me  to  read  it.  It 
is  from  B  newspaper  report  of  a  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Cobden),  at 
Newcastle  I  think — at  one  of  those  meet- 
ings which  he  describes  himself  as  holding 
for  lecturing  and  educating  the  people  : — 

"  Bat  the  Krioiu  part  of  the  matter  i*  tiiu : 
then  Terf  men  have  been  the  GorenuDent  of  Uw 
countrj  ;  these  Ter?  men  and  their  eUv  have 
been  artride  the   Priioe  Hiautere 
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for  the>e  flftj  fean.  Ton  rod  tbe  RpBeche* 
Lord  SouthuDpton  *nd  Sir  Charlea  KnightLej'  ; 
tbe;  are  tbe  verj  tjpe  of  the  men  who  have  been 
EOrrming  you  sad  ;our  foreblhen:  ud  it  i> 
frightful  to  contemplate  what  the  countrj  hu  had 
to  endure  onder  tbe  {guidance  of  those  men. 
tTnder  their  guidance  did  I  aaj  !  No '.  the  eountlj 
hu  not  exaetlf  been  guided  bv  them  ;  we  have 
xLwajfl  had  Prime  Ministers  who  have  contrived  in 
aome  degree  to  evade  them — men,  for  idituiee, 
who,  like  Sir  R.  Peel  in  hii  Canada  Com  Bill, 
concocted  tome  meanirea  with  >  view  to  relieve 
a  little  the  coantrj  from  the  mitgoitemment  nf 
tbeae  boobie*  :  calculatiug.  perhapi,  aa  in  that 
memomble  instance,  upon  their  ignorance  of  geo- 
grsphj.  When  thej  uw  tbeae  men  resolved  to 
■tarre  us,  the;  knew  it  was  no  good  arguing  with 
tbem  on  political  econom; ;  and  the;  open  a 
hack^door  through  Canada,  being  well  aware  of 
the  &ct  that  these  men  don't  know  tbe  St.  Law- 
rence from  the  Hisaiuippi." 
This  was  the  lecture,  and  these  were  the 
facts  delivered  by  the  hon.  Member  to 
teach  trutb  and  justice  to  the  manufactur- 
ing classes  !  But  I  beg  the  House  to  ob- 
sen'o  what  he  went  on  to  say.     It  is  these 

"  I  know  thii  for  a  fiwt.  The  idea  originatad  ia 
the  Board  of  Trade  with  a  man  who  ehueklad  to 
tbe  da;  of  his  death  in  having  originated  an  idea 
that  succeeded  in  evading  thoae  squina.  Siudl 
is  the  class  of  people  <^,  in  their  bUad  igno- 
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rmnoa,  lure  niled  the  dpatiniai  of  thia  oountry  : 
aod  how  it  u  thAt  the  countr;  has  eTer  muiBged 
to  Burriie  >uob  rulu — ho<r  it  U  that  this  Anglo- 
Skioii  peoplv  baie  put  fortb  such  mighty  en?rgipB 
in  ipits  of  the  incnbui  that  uit  on  their  induglry, 
ii  one  of  the  moit  DiMrelloui  tbioga  the  historiaD 
hu  to  d«l  with." 

Nov,  I  uk  the  House  to  observe  how 
die  general  scope  of  this  corresponds 
in  ft  remarkkblo  manner  with  the  tone 
and  language  of  the  right  bon.  Ba- 
nmet  (Sir  James  Graham)  this  evening. 
If  tlie  right  hon.  Baronet  had  been  him- 
self one  of  the  audience,  he  could  not 
more  effectually  have  imbibod  the  notions 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Cobdcn).  But  does  the  lecturing  and 
noise  of  the  Anti-Corn-Law  League— 
ttoise  communicated  by  factitious  means, 
helped  on  by  falsehood  and  fraud  from  day 
to  day  at  public  meetings,  then  published 
in  the  neirspaperB,  and  repeated  iu  this 
House— constitute  public  opinion  ?  The 
bon.  Member  for  Stockport  has  talked  io 
this  House  of  the  opinions  of  the  lower 
elasBcs  employed  in  manufactories,  whom 
lie  calls  '  men  in  fustian  jackets, '  and  pro- 
poseB  that  meetings  should  be  held  accord- 
ing to  what  he  describes  as  the  custom  of 
onr  Saxon  ancestors,  at  which  these  men 
might  express  their  opinions  as  those  of  the 
great  body  of  the  nation.  But  let  me  re- 
mind Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  the 
people  who  attend  such  meetings  arc  not 
the  whole  even  of  that  class  of  the  popida- 
tion,  nor  even  the  better  part  or  the  more 
numerous  part  of  that  class.  All  the  arti- 
sans in  the  country  do  not  attend  meetings 
on  such  subjects.  The  better  part  of  our 
manufacturing  population — the  industrious 
mechanics  and  artisans,  the  more  intelligent 
and  sensible  part  of  the  body — employ  their 
leisure  hours  in  a  more  profitable  manner. 
Those  of  them  whose  conduct  and  opinions 
on  entitled  to  consideration,  spend  their 
time  with  their  wives  and  families,  or  in 
pursuits  very  different  from  listening  to 
the  harangues  of  the  hired  orators  of  the 
Anti-Corn- Law  League.  The  audience 
who  attend  these  orators  and  lecturers  are 
of  a  very  different  character.  Prom  the 
earliest  times — from  the  days  of  Jack  Cade 
downwards  to  the  present  time — any  mob 
orator  may  collect  a  largo  audience  of  idle 
and  drunken  mechanics  and  others,  clad  in 
fiutimn  jackets,  who  will  applaud  him  to  the 
echo,  and  applaud  him  the  more  if  he 
ftbuses  the  landed  interest  and  men  of  sta- 
tion and  authority  in  the  country.  Mobs 
may  meet  to  applaud  the  speeches  of  those 
vho  flatter  their  prejudices  and  abuse  their 
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superiors  ;  but  what  men  of  sense  would 
listen  to  such  trash  and  nonsense?  What 
grieves,  me.  Sir,  in  this  matter— and  what 
I  consider  a  great  national  calamity — is, 
that  we  are  living  under  a  Government 
who  are  imposed  upon  by  these  proceedings. 
It  seems.  Sir,  that  Her  Majesty's  present 
Ministers  make  no  account  of  the  opinions 
of  quiet  and  respectable  men — of  the  sober, 
bonest,  quiet,  and  industrious  men  who  at- 
tend to  their  proper  business,  and  spend 
their  leisure  hours  in  their  houses,  by  their 
firesides,  with  theirwivcs  and  families — 
who  disregard  the  Anti-Com-Law  League 
— who  disdain  to  receive  their  money,  and 
will  not  attend  tlieir  meetings.  For  my 
own  part,  having  occasion  to  see  a  good 
deal  of  nil  classes  of  society,  and  to  hold 
intercourse  with  persons  high  and  low,  and 
with  many  of  thoHe  belonging  to  the  manu- 
facturing population,  as  well  as  with  other 
classes — I  know  thst  the  great  body  of 
them  hold  very  difiercnt  opinions  ;  quiet 
and  industrious  men,  who,  like  the  agri- 
cultural population,  do  not  make  speeches 
or  listen  to  speeches,  or  participate  in  those 
proceedings  at  public  meetings  of  the  Anti- 
Corn -Law  League,  which  but  for  their 
effect  on  the  present  Government,  1  would 
call  a  nonsensical  farce.  I  observe  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport,  in  ano- 
ther of  his  speeches  at  these  meetings,  said 
he  had  been  for  years  educating  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  it  was  years  before  be  got  his 
random  audience  to  understand  or  adopt  his 
views — views  and  doctrines  which,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  say,  he  delivers  to  them  in 
such  language  as,  if  uttered  i[i  this  House, 
would  deprive  him  of  nil  right  to  be  heard 
in  it.  Why,  the  language  which  I  have 
read  to-night,  in  which  he  has  called  men 
of  high  rank  and  station  and  intelligence, 
boobies  and  ignorant  men,  is  mild,  com- 
pared with  some  of  his  e.Tpressions  out  of 
doors.  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
R,  Peel)  whether  he  believes  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Auli-Com-Law  League  is  to 
tell  the  plain  truth,  and  to  support  it  by 
fair  and  honest  argument  ?  Can  he  believe 
it?  Hds  lie  read  the!«e  speeches?  Hecause, 
if  their  object  and  practice  were  to  assem- 
ble meetings  merely  to  tell  the  truth,  and 
to  support  the  truth  by  fair  nrgumcnts, 
their  conduct,  so  far  from  being  criminal 
and  mischievous,  as  it  is,  would  be  pratse-( 
worthy  and  meritorious.  We  are  told. 
Sir,  by  the  Prime  Minister,  that  he  has 
changed  his  opinion  on  this  great  question. 
Be  it  so.  It  is  no  reproach  to  wti-^  tsb^. 
that  he  changea  \ft%  oi^wsa.,'-*.  Vi  ^^^t*' 
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it  for  the  better.  It  nuiy  be  no  reproach 
to  his  honesty  if  he  change  it.  But  let 
me  beg  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  conHider 
that  one  inevitable  consequence  of  the 
change  mnst  be,  to  diminish  the  weight 
and  authoritj  of  the  indmdual  who  an- 
nounces that  his  opinion  is  changed.  I 
could  not  but  feel  the  force  of  what  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bath  (Mr.  Roebuck)  said 
on  this  subject  a  few  nights  ago.  Ho  says, 
he  ^Tos  credit  to  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  J.  Russell) 
for  now  adopting  the  opinions  which  he 
thinks  right;  but  ho  said,  as  to  their  being 
obliged  to  abandon  tbeir  former  opinions, 
"what  a  satire  this  is  on  their  uuder- 
■tandingB  ! "  I  admit  that  there  are  sources 
of  information  open  to  the  Members  of  a 
Government  which  are  not  accessible  to 
persons  not  in  office;  and  some  credit  must 
be  given  to  those  who  have  that  advantage. 
But  what  I  complain  of  is  this — that  up  to 
this  night  wo  have  heard  no  valid  reason 
advanced  to  account  for  or  justify  their 
change  of  opinion  on  this  question.  This 
debate  has  gone  on  for  many  nights.  We 
have  had  evidence  and  argumenta  of  the 
most  powerful  kind  advanced  against  the 
wisdom  and  expediency  of  the  proposed 
measure.  My  noble  Friend  (Lord  G.  Ben- 
tiock),  my  hon.  Friends  near  me  (Mr.  W. 
Uiles  and  Mr.  Bankea),  and  many  other 
hon.  Members  on  the  aamo  side,  have 
brought  forward  facts  and  arguments  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  of  cogency,  to 
my  mind,  irresistible.  How  have  they 
been  met  ?  We  have  had  speeches, 
indeed,  on  the  other  side ;  but  those 
of  a  description  not  only  inadequate  to 
the  occasion,  hut  far  below  the  cold  and 
ordinary  arguments  on  former  discussions 
of  this  question.  Even  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  (Mr.  Vil- 
hers).  who  has  very  often  argued  this 
question  with  great  ability,  has  on  this 
occasion  come  far  short  of  his  former  ef- 
forts. Uo  was  reduced  even  to  address 
those  who  ait  near  me,  by  attributing  to 
us  what  none  of  us  have  said  or  thought. 
He  has  said  to  us,  "You  say  you  will  allow 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  starve."  Why,  I 
ask,  who  said  so  ?  Which  of  ua  has  ever 
said  anything  of  the  kind?  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham)  has  not,  indeed, 
^  said  this  of  us  ho  directly,  but  he  seemed 
to  me  to  inBiDuste  something  of  the  same 
kind.  [Mr.  B.  Eacorr:  Hear!]  I  sup- 
pose the  hon.  Member  means  to  imply  that 
there  is  somo  foundation  for  the  charge. 
He  viU  have  an  opportnoitj  in  the  course 
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of  this  evening  of  stating,  if  he  eon,  who 
the  individual  Member  is  who  has  said 
that  he  would  allow  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  starve.  What  has  been  said,  has  beea 
the  very  reverse.  For  the  House  cannot 
have  forgotten,  that  when  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  drew  a  most  power- 
ful picture  of  the  apprehended  state  of  fa- 
mine and  disease  in  Ireland,  as  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Cora 
Laws,  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Hudson)  rose, 
and  with  honest  English  feeling,  which 
was  responded  to  by  the  House,  protest- 
ed against  having  our  feelings  harrowed 
by  those  shocking  pictures  of  poverty, 
famine,  and  disease,  ae  a  ground  for  re- 
pealing the  Corn  Laws,  when  the  remedy 
for  those  impending  calamities  ought  to  be 
of  a  very  different  and  much  more  imme- 
diate nature.  The  real  truth  is,  that  the 
Prime  Minister  is  in  a  false  position  with 
reference  to  this  question.  A  measure 
like  that  which  he  proposes,  ought  to  come 
before  the  House  with  the  weight  and  au- 
thority of  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
Government  in  its  favour.  Can  it  be  said 
that  we  have  the  measure  before  us  wiUi 
that  authority  ?  Can  it  he  said  that  the  pre- 
sent measure  comes  before  the  House  with 
the  same  weight  of  authority  in  its  favour 
as  the  measure  of  18412  ?  The  truth  is,  that 
the  present  measure  was  occasioned  by  the 
change  of  opinion  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
In  that  change  of  opinion  only  two  of  hii 
Colleagues  concurred  :  the  consequence 
was,  thst  the  Government  was  broken  Up. 
Then,  what  was  the  situation  of  Members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  >  The  no- 
ble Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell)  no  doubt  thought 
he  had  practised  a  very  successful  political 
manixuvre  when  he  published  his  letter,  in 
November  last,  stating  that  he  also  had 
become  a  convert  to  the  total  and  imme- 
diate repeal  of  the  duty  on  foreign  com. 
The  immediate  effect,  however,  of  that 
celebrated  letter  was,  to  make  it  imposu- 
ble  for  the  noble  Lord  to  constitute  a  Go- 
vernmenl.  I  have  no  more  doubt  that  the 
noble  Lord,  when  he  published  that  letter, 
thought  he  had  practised  a  successful  poU- 
tical  manceuvre,  than  1  have — and  I  say  it 
with  great  regret — that  the  proceedioga  of 
the  present  Government  with  regard  to 
this  measure  savour  of  political  maniBuvre 
too.  I  therefore  beg  the  House,  and  espe- 
cially the  112  hon.  Membei-s  on  this  side 
of  the  House  who  have  hitherto  supported 
this  measure,  to  consider  well  in  what  posi- 
tion this  measure  stands.  There  is  no  dis- 
guise att«mpted  by  many  of  its  lopperttn 
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«B  the  other  aide  of  the  Eoiue.  Their 
ftkjeet  is  avawed  to  he,  to  out  down  %pd 
deetm;  the  aBoesdauoj  of  the  landed  in- 
lereat.  [Ci^tain  hiYiaa:  No!]  One 
hea.  ICember  ujs,  "No!"  1  h«*e  not 
ft  doubt  thftt  he  is  sinoere.  But  has 
tvaa  he  any  doubt  of  the  a*owed 
abject  of  oth^l  Has  not  the  hon.  H«n- 
ber  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Cobden)  spoken 
pUinlj  enough  ?  Is  there  any  Heoaibte 
man  that  undentands  this  queatiou  who 
doubt*  that  it  will  be  a  severe  injnrj  to  the 
agrictiltural  interest }  The  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Suffolk  (Lord  Rendle- 
■ham)  has  told  the  House,  that  if  this 
meaaure  is  adopted,  one-half  of  his  estate 
will  be  thrown  out  of  cultivation.  It  is 
impossible  to  disregard  such  evideace. 
Naj,  a  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Liver- 
pool (Lord  Sandon),  who  supporta  the  Bill, 
Iwa  told  the  HoDMi  that  he  has  no  doubt 
ita  effect  will  be  to  throw  millions  of 
aei«8  out  of  cultivation,  and  to  occasion 
great  loss  and  misery  to  those  engaged  in 
^rioultnre.  I  aak  the  right  hen.  Baro- 
net whether  it  is  not  the  avowed  object 
of  the  hoB.  Member  for  Stockport  to 
nipple  and  put  down  the  landed  interest  ? 
[Mr.  B.  EscoTT  :  No.]  Surely  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  ia  best  able  to  ez- 
preas  his  own  views.  Surely  the  hon. 
Member  for  Winchester  has  not  attended 
to  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport.  What  did  that  hon.  Member 
mean  when  he  talked  of  putting  an  end  to 
(he  empire  of  the  ' '  boobies  ! ' '  What  did 
he  mean  by  talking  of  the  necessity  of 
destroying  die  influence  of  that  class  which 
had  bestridden  the  Government,  and  crip- 
pled their  measures  ?  His  language  was 
nlun  enough.  Why  did  that  hon.  Mem- 
ber most  nntruly  describe  the  speeches  of 
Sir  Charles  Knightley  and  Lord  South- 
unpton  as  trash  and  nonsense,  but  for  the 
nine  purpose  ^  I  have  read  these  speeches, 
and  found  them  very  able,  and  sensible, 
and  sound :  they  stated  the  truth,  and 
abused  nobody.  It  was  plain  that  all  these 
things  were  said  by  the  prime  supporters 
of  this  measure,  in  order  to  persuade  the 
House  that  the  party  opposed  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  on  diis  question,  however 
high  in  station,  and  eharaoter,  and  talent, 
moat  be  prevwited  from  having  any  longer 
an  influenee  in  the  government  of  the 
eouotry,  and  must,  if  possible,  be  crippled 
ud  put  down.  We  are  told,  indeed,  that 
4ie  time  is  gone  by  wheu  this  House  can 
W  expected  to  le^^slate  for  a  class.  Why, 
what  is  this  measure  but  legislating  Sot  one 
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class,  and  against  another  class  !  The  ex- 
isUng  law,  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
altar,  is  a  law  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes, 
and  affords  equal  protection  to  all.  If  it 
protects  the  agriculturist,  it  protects  the 
manufacturer  also.  But  the  proposed  mea- 
sure oontjnuea  the  protection  to  the  manu- 
facturer, but  takes  it  entirely  away  froiu 
the  agriculturist.  I  can  readily  conceive 
that  we  might  have,  with  perfect  wisdom 
and  propriety,  a  measure  proposed  to  us 
which  should  regulate  and  mo^fy,  on  fair 
and  just  principles,  the  measure  of  protee- 
tion  to  bath  classes.  If  the  present  mea- 
sure bad  been — what  it  was  promised  it 
would  be — a  great  and  comprehensive  mea- 
sure, a  fair  adjustment  of  the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  protection,  1  could  understand  the 
arguments  in  its  favour;  but  the  inauper^ 
ble  objection  to  it  is  this — that,  instead  of 
being  a  comprehensive  measure,  it  is  limited 
and  parttaL  It  is  levelled  entirely  againat 
one  class.  It  takes  away  all  protective 
duties  from  land,  and  continues  them  aa  to 
manufactures.  Is  this  fair  ?  Is  this  im- 
partial ?  Is  this  comprehensive  ?  If  it 
be  fair  or  just,  its  fairness  and  justice 
must  be  demonstrate;  and  yet  we  are 
hitherto  without  any  evidence  to  support 
it.  It  was  smd,  indeed,  that  there  is  to 
be  compensation  to  the  landed  interest. 
Let  the  House  consider  well  how  the  mat- 
ter stands  as  to  this.  Not  only  is  the  al- 
leged compensation  wholly  inadequate,  but 
it  is  comprised  in  some  proposed  measures 
to  be  the  subject  of  separate  enactmenta, 
which  are  for  the  present  postponed.  I 
could  not  help  being  struck  with  what  was 
said  on  this  subject  the  other  night  by  the 
hon.  Uemberfor  Finsbury  (Mr.  Duncombe). 
That  hon.  Member,  while  he  supported  the 
Corn  Bill,  and  applauded  the  change  of 
opinions  on  the  Treasury  beuch,  warned 
the  House  to  beware  lest  the  right  hon. 
Baronet(Sir  Robert  Peel),  who  had  changed 
his  opinion  of  the  Com  Laws,  should  change 
bis  opiniou  as  to  the  compensation,  espe- 
cially OS  to  the  most  important  part  of  it,  the 
proposed  change  in  the  law  of  settlement; 
for  be  (Mr.  Duncombe)  told  the  House 
that  the  manufacturing  interest  were  op- 
posed to  that  change,  and  as  the  Corn 
Bill  was  occasioned  by  the  influence  of 
the  manufacturers,  that  some  influence 
might  compel  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
abandon  the  proposed  changes  in  the  law 
of  settlement.  There  is  something  very 
significant  in  this  warning.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  strikes  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  R.  Feel)  in  that  way;  hnt  it  M«mt 
H2 
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to  me  it  ought  to  make  hiin  feel  how 
much  his  authority,  and  influence,  and 
credit,  are  impaired  by  his  unfortunate 
change  of  opinion  on  the  great  question 
before  us.  As  to  that  change  of  opinion, 
his  right  hon.  Colleague  (Sir  J.  Graham) 
hod  indeed  deprecated  all  appeals  tu  Han- 
sard, and  to  opinions  ejpresaed  in  former 
debates  and  former  years;  but  1  beg  leave 
to  tell  that  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  those 
volumes  of  Hansard,  and  those  of  Lis 
Speeches  of  nhich  it  concerns  his  reputa- 
tion that  the  record  should  be  destroyed, 
are  the  volumea  now  in  preparation,  the 
records  of  such  aentimcnts  as  those  which 
he  has  delivered  this  night.  Above  all, 
would  it  be  well  for  the  right  hon.  Baronet' 
reputation  aa  a  statesman,  that  all  record 
should  perish  of  the  doctrine  which  he  has 
this  night  uttered,  as  to  the  state  of  repre- 
eentatioQ  in  this  House,  and  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  being  guided,  not  by  our  own 
honest  opinions  ou  the  measure  before  us, 
but  that  we  should  pve  way 
of  the  mobs  congregated  by  the  Aj 
Law  League.  This  doctrine,  propounded 
to  terrify  the  House,  coming  from 
ber  of  the  Government,  seems  to  me  awful 
indeed.  But  I  must  say,  for  myself,  and 
for  the  honest  and  independent  Members 
of  this  House,  that  if  it  has 
that  there  is  a  Government  in  this  country 
which  tells  us  we  must  submit  to  this  sort 
of  influence,  sucb  a  Government  ought  not 
to  exist  for  a  single  day. 
submit  to  this,  Sir,  and  to  be  guided  by 
such  motives  as  these,  our  independence  is 
gone,  and  this  House  would  be  reduced  to 
the  lowest  state  of  corruption  and  degrada- 
tion, and  would  bo  unfit  for  its  duty  as  a 
great  legislative  assembly.  It  is  the  duty 
of  a  Government  not  tu  deliver  ituch  doc- 
trines as  these,  but  to  protect  tile  House 
against  the  influence  of  mobs,  and  to  ena- 
ble us  to  debate  and  discuss  public  measures 
on  higher  grounds  than  the  adoption  of 
the  opinions  expressed  at  mob  meetings,  or 
resolutions  passed  by  assembled  workmen 
in  fustian  jackets.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
{Sir  J,  Graham)  referred  to  assemblies  of 
unemployed  workmen  in  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields.  Such  assemblies  may  be  expected 
when  the  vicissitudes  of  trade  unfortu- 
uately  deprive  workmen  of  employment. 
At  present  wo  may  congratulate  ourselves 
upon  that  prosperity,  under  the  present 
system  of  protection,  which  has  given 
employment  to  the  labouring  population. 
But,  Sir,  if  a  change  of  circumstances  were 
ta  oecur~if  ulignns,  rendered  discHtteuted 
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from  the  loss  of  their  emplojrment,  should 
agiun  congregate  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields 
or  elsewhere,  and  threaten  to  overawe  the 
House,  it  will  become  the  business  of  the 
Government  to  prevent  this  House  from 
the  degradation  of  being  so  overawed; 
and  the  Government  that  is  incapable  ol  _z 
affording  to  our  lives,  and  properties,  «■"■<       J 

to   the  freedom  of  our  deUbcrations  and M 

debates  on  public  affairs,  that  sort  of  pro 

tection,  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  with^^ 

the  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  great ^ 

nation.  Let  me  remind  the  House  that  — 
this  doctrine  of  being  overawed  by  mobs — 
was  put  in  practice  long  ago.  Nay,  even 
the  doctrine  of  casting  Hansard  overboardr 
which  we  have  heard  from  the  right  hoD. 
Baronet,  proceeds  on  the  same  principle 
which  Jack  Cnde  preached  to  his  followers, 
when  he  said,  "  Let  all  the  records  of  Par- 
liament be  destroyed ;  and  from  hencefortk 
let  all  law  be  received  from  my  mouth." 
I  have  to  apologize  to  the  House  for  bar- 
ing  sniil  so  much,  and  beg  to  eiprcss  my 
deep  sense  of  the  kindness  of  the  House 
for  the  indulgence  and  attention  which  I 
have  received,  not,  I  am  aware,  from  any 
merit  of  my  own,  hut  from  the  kindneu 
always  shown  in  this  House  to  a  Member 
who  speaks  for  the  first  time. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  said,  that  the  inco- 
hcrency  of  thought  and  argument  which 
was  perceptible  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  who  had  Just  sat 
down,  was  the  usual  indication  of  alarm, 
and  should  be  therefore  regarded  as  a 
proof  that  the  alarm  e:ipre8sed  by  the  hon. 
and  loarned  Gentleman  at  the  result  of 
tliis  measure  was  real.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  been  rather  indignant 
with  him  in  one  part  of  his  speech,  because 
he  had  vcntui'ed  to  smile  at  the  remark 
hich  he  had  made,  that  the  existence  of 
manufactures  and  commerce  depended  upon 
the  agriculture  of  the  country,  whereas  if 
commerce  and  manufactures  perished,  the 
fertility  of  the  soil  would  still  continue. 
His  smile  was  caused  by  the  thought  of 
what  would  become  of  the  fertility  of  the 
soil  if  no  manufactures  or  commerce  ex- 
The  argument  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  reminded  him  of  a  sooti- 
tho  poetry  of  the  hon.  Member's 
noble  Colleague  (Lord  John  Manners) — 

"  Let  irenltli  aw)  commercd,  Iawb  and  leanJnf;,  die; 
But  leave  ub  itiU  our  old  nolulitf," 

He  had  really  wondered  whether  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  was  not  about  repeat- 
ing the  quotation  with  a  alight  tdteretioD, 
and  saying—  ,  , 
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Fe^Apa  if  the  country  had  nothing  but  that 
fertility  to  depend  on,  the  han.  and  learned 
Oen^eman  would  now  he  Bomewhat  in 
the  condition  of  one  of  those  Picte  that 
they  read  of  in  ancient  history,  when  the 
fertile  soil  of  England  and  Scotland  existed, 
lint  when  manufactures  and  commerce  wore 
unknown.  The  bon.  and  learned  tientle- 
man  seemed  Tery  slow  of  helief  in  facts 
which  did  not  snit  his  particular  views. 
He  stated,  to  his  [Mr.  Bouverie's)  Bstoniah- 
ment,  hecanse  he  thought  the  matter  had 
been  admitted  by  all  parties  in  that  House, 
that  the  manufacturiog  classes  were  not  in 
&Tour  of  a  repeal  of  the  protection  laws. 
He  wondered  that  when  such  was  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member's  opinion,  he  had  not 
had  recourse  to  some  great  manufacturing 
constituency,  instead  of  applying  to  a  con- 
Etitnency  in  which  the  landed  interest  had 
a  very  nnconstitutioual,  or,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  a  Tery  unfair  influence  with  regard 
to  that  House.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman appeared  to  him  not  to  have  at  all 
touched  upon  the  main  question  before  the 
House,  namely,  whether  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  representing  the  opinions  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  ought  to  rote  for 
repealing  theae  laws  or  not.  There  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  fallacy  in  the  spcechea  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  and  of  all  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  There  seenied 
to  him  to  be  a  false  aasumption  taken  as 
the  basia  of  their  arguments,  and  which,  if 
set  in  its  true  light,  would  destroy  all  their 
&te  declamation.  They  assumed  that  the 
protection  laws  had  been  productive  of  that 
advantage,  and  prosperity,  and  gain  to  the 
lauded  interest  whicn  they  were,  no  doubt, 
originally  Intended  to  produce.  Of  the 
erils  which  hon.  Gentlemen  pourtrayed 
with  such  force  as  likely  to  follow  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Bill,  Uiere  was  hardly  one  which 
did  not  exist,  and  of  which  the  pressure 
had  not  been  felt  under  the  very  Cora 
Law  which  they  now  sought  to  muntain. 
The  dependence  on  foreign  countries  for  a 
snpply  of  com,  which  hon.  Gentlemen  ap- 
peared so  anzions  to  guard  against,  had 
heen  increasing  year  by  year,  or,  at  all 
events,  in  a  number  of  years.  Taking  the 
nine  years  after  1815,  when  the  first  of 
these  Corn  Laws  hod  been  passed,  he 
found  the  average  quantity  of  foreign  com 
hnported  to  be  800,000  quarters;  whereas, 
in  the  next  nine  years  the  quantity  had 
increased  to  1,400,000  quarters.  Ho  had 
heard  a  curious  argiunent  on  this  port  of 
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the  subject  from  an  hon.  Member  ono 
nig^it  during  this  debate.  It  was  stated 
that  the  great  object  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem was  to  keep  this  country  altogether 
independent  of  foreign  countries  in  time 
of  war,  and  thus  to  give  them  a  better  se- 
curity for  peace;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  used  this  argument  seemed  to  forget 
that  the  great  security  against  war  existed 
in  that  free  connexion  between  countries 
which  the  hon.  Member  opposed.  In  the 
next  place,  thoy  had  given  a  picture  of 
misery  to  the  farmers  and  to  the  agricul- 
tural labourers,  for  whom  the  sympathy  of 
hon.  Members  seemed  to  have  been  deeply 
and  warmly  aroused.  He  would  come  to 
their  case  presently;  hut  what  he  wished 
in  the  first  place  to  maintain  was,  that 
these  laws  had  not  been  productive  of  the 
prosperity  to  the  landed  interest  which 
they  were  originally  intended  to  produce; 
and,  however  hon.  Gentlemen  might  talt, 
however  they  might  mix  up  the  question 
with  sophistry  and  fallacy,  they  could  never 
got  over  the  real  proposition  which  they 
had  to  meet — namely,  that  a  law,  the  ob- 
vious tendency  of  which  was  to  produce 
deamesa  in  a  necessary  of  life,  could  not 
be  a  just  and  a  good  law.  That  such  a 
law  was  Just,  was  the  paradox  which  hon. 
Members  had  to  maintain,  and  which  he 
denied  they  ever  could  maintain.  That 
this  was  a  correct  view  of  the  question 
could  not  be  denied,  for  dearness  meant 
scarcity  :  it  was,  in  fact,  synonimous  with 
dearth.  Whenever  these  laws  operated, 
they  produced  scarcity,  and,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  they  produced  additional  pau- 
perism and  additional  crime.  The  people 
believed  that  from  time  to  time  they  took 
employment  from  the  poor,  and  drove 
many  of  them  to  gaol  and  to  the  work- 
house. He  did  not  care  whether  this  be- 
lief was  true  or  not;  but  such  being  their^ 
belief,  lie  defied  the  protectionists  to  shake 
it.  As  wise  statesmen,  he  asked  whe- 
ther they  ought  not  to  be  infiuenccd  iu 
their  public  conduct  by  such  views,,  and 
consent  at  once  to  change  a  law  so  Inju- 
rious to  the  community.  The  people  would 
certainty  act  opon  their  belief,  whether  it 
was  false  or  otherwise;  and,  therefore,  this 
being  a  national  question,  the  true  wisdom 
and  policy  would  be  to  repeal  the  law, 
without  reference  to  the  interests,  or  sup- 
posed interests,  of  a  particular  class.  Ho 
would,  iu  the  next  place,  consider  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  present  law  had  produced 
prosperity  to  those  classes  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  intended.    In  considering  this  ques- 
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tion  he  should  put  the  londlordB  out  of 
eonBiderstion,  for  he  did  not  think,  strictly 
speaking,  ihej  were  entitled  to  be  called 
the  agricultural  cIbbb.  The  labourer  and 
the  farmer  constituted  the  agricultural 
classes.  In  the  first  place,  what  hod  been 
the  operation  of  the  law  upon  the  farmer  ? 
Ho  contended  that  in  all  its  parts,  go  far 
from  being  perfect,  it  had  boen  a  eomplet« 
experiment  uimn  liim.  The  law  of  1815 
gave  him  a  complete  monopoly.  For  the 
three  years  previous  to  1821  he  had  also  a 
monopoly.  The  result  had  been  ruin, 
misery,  and  suffering,  for  the  proof  of 
which  he  referred  boo.  Gentlemen  to  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  Agricultural 
Committeo  of  1821 ;  and  he  repeated  that, 
■0  far  as  complete  monopoly  was  concerned, 
an  eipcriment  bad  been  made  of  giving  the 
farmer  the  entire  command  of  the  home 
market,  and  it  would  not  answer.  Tbo  law 
was  modified  in  1828.  and  wbat  had  fol- 
lowed ?  Wby,  in  a  few  years  the  very 
same  result  as  before — ruin,  misery,  and 
suffering.  IIo  recollected  reading  the  evi- 
deuce  of  one  farmer,  who  was  asked  where 
the  farmars  went  to  (  To  the  workhouse, 
he   replied,      One  more  modification   took 

filace  in  1842  ;  and,  so  far  as  he  could 
earn,  this  law  bad  been  inoperative  to  pro- 
duce prosperity  to  the  farmer.  He  con- 
tended, then,  that  as  regarded  the  farmers, 
there  was  not  the  slightest  pretence  for 
maintaining  protective  Com  Laws  as  a 
means  of  producing  prosperity ;  tbey  had 
been  ruined  under  their  operation,  and  they 
Could  not  bo  more  ruined  if  they  were  re- 
moved altogether.  He  came  now'  to  the 
case  of  the  labourer,  in  whose  welfare  tbe 
House  could  not  but  take  the  deepest  in- 
terest. Most  hon.  Members  were  aware  of 
the  old  Statutes  for  regulating  labourers' 
wages,  under  which  they  were  sent  to  gaol 
.  if  they  demanded  more.  Under  the  present 
law,  in  many  districts  of  the  country,  the 
ftgricuttural  labourers,  instead  of  being 
comfortable  and  prosperous,  with  plenty  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  had  not  enough  of 
them  ;  whilst  the  lusuriea  of  life  were  un- 
known to  them  altogether.  The  case  of 
the  protectionists,  as  regarded  this  law, 
ought  to  be  that  it  had  improved  their 
condition,  by  increasing  their  pnysical  com- 
Ibrts  ;  but  so  far  from  having  accomplished 
that,  they  were  worse  off  than  they  were 
before.  He  had  the  means,  to  some  ex- 
tent, of  proving  this  assertion.  Arthur 
Young  had  recorded  an  immense  body  of 
facts,  which  he  collected  in  the  course  of 
his  lours  through  different  parts  of  England 


in  1770;  and  he  showed  that  at  that  time 
the  money  rate  of  wages  iu  harvest  time  in 
his  (Mr.  Bouverie's)  own  county  was  5».  9d. 
a  week.  The  wages  at  present  were,  for 
married  men  with  families,  8<.;  7«.  for  or- 
dinary men;  and  there  were  many  single 
men  who  did  not  get  more  than  5i.  Gd.  and 
St.  There  was,  however,  a  difference  of 
\t.  Id.  per  week,  owing  to  the  price  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  at  that  period  to  he 
added  to  the  rates  of  177(1,  bread  at  that 
time  being  either  ^d.  or  ftf.  per  lb.,  whilst 
now  it  was  vrithin  the  eighth  of  a  penny  of 
2d.  per  lb.  Beef,  cheese,  and  batter,  wen 
double  the  price  now  that  they  were  at 
that  time.  On  these  accounts  he  held  that 
although  the  labourer's  money  wages  had 
slightly  increased,  the  agricultural  labourer 
was  worse  off  under  a  system  of  protection 
than  when  he  had  no  protection.  Ncith^ 
farmers  nor  labourers  had  been  benefited 
by  the  law,  as  be  had  shown ;  and  as  to 
I  the  landowners,  he  did  not  believe  they 
would  suffer,  in  any  degree,  from  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
But  even  if  their  pecuniary  interests  snf- 
fered  tenfold  more  than  they  were  likely 
to  suffer,  he  contended  they  ought  to  mftke 
the  sacrifice.  They  had  tho  strongest 
interest  in  the  maintenance  of  good  order; 
and  if  they  consulted  their  best  interests, 
they  would  urge  the  abandonment  of  the 
present  law.  It  was  tmc  that  a  great  part 
of  the  ordinary  supporters  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  were  unable  to  appreciate  his 
wisdom  and  statesmanlike  views  in  propos- 
ing the  measure  now  before  tho  House ; 
but  the  bulk  of  the  community  would  do 
justice  to  his  motives.  He  believed  that 
many  of  these  Gentlemen  had  taken  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  for  their  leader  and 
given  him  their  support  from  necessity. 
The  power  which  he  bad  was  founded  not 
upon  their  love,  but  upon  their  fears.  But 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  saw  the  disgrace 
which  would  fall  upon  them  if  they  long- 
er persisted  in  this  ungenerous  struggle 
against  the  best  interests  and  good  sense 
of  tbe  other  classes.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet wished  to  save  them  from  that  dis- 
grace, and  he  offered  to  them  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  fair  and  honourable  retreat. 
If  they  did  not  accept  the  offer,  alt  the 
responsibility  of  the  consequences  would 
rest  upon  themselves. 

The  Marquess  of  WORCESTER  quite 
agreed  with  one  observation  at  least  which 
had  fallen  from  tho  hon.  Member,  and  it 
was  this,  "  That  incoherence  of  ai^ument 
evinced  the  presence  of  fear,"     That  he 
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egald  osderttend.  The  hon.  Member  h&d 
Hid  that  th«  exportatioa  of  bullion  did  not 
injora  the  country ;  ftnd  to  prove  this  he 
had  made  a  commencement  at  a  certain 
Tear,  m  an  approach  to  what  would  happen. 
Now,  to  luH  apprehensiDD,  to  approach  a 
point  was  not  touching  the  point  itaelf. 
He  had  himself  been  very  near  the  fire, 
but  he  had  nut  been  burned.  The  hon. 
Member  also  found  fault  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Newark,  because  he  had  iud 
a  fomiae  in  Ireland  had  been  the  cause  of 
Iha  measure  now  befon  the  Houae,  tiiough 
he  had  atated  thie  funine  not  to  be  a  Buf- 
ficient  reason  for  the  change.  He  did  not 
Me  ^e  hon.  uid  leuned  Member  for  Lis- 
kesni  in  bie  place,  or  he  would  address 
hitnMlf  to  blm ;  bat  others  said,  as  well  as 
that  hon.  Member,  that  those  who  sst  on 
the  protectionist  side  of  the  House,  were 
not  consistent,  inasmuch  as  the  Conaerva- 
tiTe  Members  said  they  did  not  beUeve  in 
the  dietreosed  state  of  Ireland,  and  yet 
^ofessed  a  readiness  to  da  good  to  the 
eeimtry  and  adopt  measures  to  remove  its 
Stress.  But  all  the  ConservatiTes  wished 
to  say  was  this,  that  if  Ireland  was  more 
than  usnally  distressed,  they  would  be 
lu^py  to  join  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
Id  rdiere  that  distress.  No  proofs  had 
been  offered  to  the  House  that  any  distress, 
beyond  the  usual  distress,  existed  in  that 
country.  It  had  also  been  said  by  the 
Member  for  Liskeord,  that  the  protectioiv 
ista  had  agitated  for  a  dissolution.  He 
had  understood,  however,  that  the  consti- 
tuency of  Liskeard  were  not  so  enamoured 
of  free  tiwle  as  they  had  been,  and  thero- 
fbn  it  was  not  wonderful  that  the  prospect 
of  a  dissolution  was  distastefVil  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member.  With  respect  to  the 
meMiir«  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  much 
injury  must  arise  from  it  to  the  landed  in- 
twest,  becsQSQ,  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic, 
in  Russia,  and  in  the  north  of  Germany, 
good  land  could  be  had  at  13<.  per  acre ; 
and  labour,  it  was  well  known,  was  much 
cheaper  than  in  this  country.  Could  that 
measure  be  good  which  reduced  the  farmer 
b)  a  condition  of  sufiiering.  and  would  drive 
ibe  labourer  to  the  workhouse  i  The  right 
bom.  Baronet  should  not  have  given  way  to 
the  cry  of  the  An ti- Cora-Law  League. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  did,  perhaps,  ima- 
gine, after  the  passing  of  the  present  mea- 
eim---for  it  was  said  the  measure  was  to 
pus  — that  the  Anti-Cora-Law  League 
Would  disperse.  But  that  body  would  not 
only  not  disperse,  but  they  would  agitate 
fat  something  else.     Their  next  attempt 


might  be  against  the  Cburch  of  Bng^d; 
andeverybranchof  the  British  Constitution 
might  bo  in  its  torn  attacked.  The  noble 
Marquess  concluded  by  expressing  hieregret 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  given  way 
before  this  iirst  of  a  series  of  attacks  upon 
Ae  Constitution  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  GARDNER  did  not  desire  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  House  by  the  expression  of 
merely  his  own  sentiments;  but  his  consti- 
tuents naturally  wished  to  hear  his  opinions 
upon  these  measures  expressed  in  Parlia- 
ment, inasmuch  as  he  had,  in  his  addresses 
to  them,  stated  that  he  bad  offered  himself 
to  them  on  the  ground  of  protection,  and 
not  of  free  trade.  He  did  not  think  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  a  sufficient  case 
to  justify  their  adoption  of  this  measure. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  potato 
failure  was  considerable,  and  much  to  be 
deplored;  at  the  same  time,  it  had  appeared 
to  him  to  have  been  much  exaggerated  by 
the  panic  which  had  been  caused  upon  the 
subject;  and  his  opinion  was  that  this 
measure  ought  not  to  have  been  formed  on 
such  a  basis.  The  right  Hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  J.  Graham)  had  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince the  House  of  the  necessity  for  the 
measure  on  the  ground  of  the  potato  fail- 
ure, in  opposition  to  the  able  statements 
of  rtie  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Recorder 
of  Dublin;  but  when  he  found  that  the 
price  of  potatoes  iu  Ireluid  was  but  about 
4d.  per  stone,  he  must  say  he  could  not 
understand  how  famine  could  exist  in  that 
country,  inasmuch  as  be  could  not  conceive 
that  Is.  a  stone  added  to  tlie  price  of  pota- 
toes, could  prod\ice  a  result  which  could 
amount  to  famine.  He  had  himself,  too, 
taken  the '  trouble  to  ascertain  what  had 
been  the  average  prices  of  potatoes  in  se- 
veral parishes  for  the  last  six  years,  ill 
comparison  with  the  price  for  five  pre- 
vious years;  and  he  found  that,  taking 
404  parishes,  there  were  in  that  number 
107  towns  in  which  the  price  in  the  present 
period  was  not  more  than  it  was  m  pre- 
vious years;  that  there  were  295  out  of 
404  in  which  the  price  had  risen;  that,  out 
of  these,  the  price  in  II  towns  had  been 
^d.  per  stone  higher  than  the  previous 
average  price;  in  59  towns  JA  per  stone 
higher;  in  10  towns  |e(.  higher;  and  in  57 
towns  Id.  per  stone  higher;  leaving,  alto- 
gether, 158  out  of  the  404  towns  in  which 
the  price  was  Id.  per  stone  higher  than  the 
price  of  average  years.  Now,  he  must 
say,  that  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  veiy 
strong  argument  against  the  alleged  neces- 
sity for  this  measure  ou  the  ground  of  a 
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potato  famine.  He  could  euily  under- 
Btand  the  force  of  the  argiuneata  of  the 
right  lion.  Secretary  for  the  Homo  Depart- 
ment, nfter  the  Returns  made  to  him  from 
the  Maneiaa  House  Committee,  of  which 
Lord  Cloncurry  was  Chairman,  and  parti- 
cularly when  that  Report  contained  ex- 
pressiuns  of  so  fearful  a  charaeter,  which 
the  ciperieticc  of  four  months,  howeve 
had  not  hornc  out.  It  was  asked  thi 
tlio  ports  of  Ireland  should  he  closed 
against  the  exportation  of  oats  and  oat- 
meal; and  he  confessed  his  surprise  that 
the  Govcrmneiit  had  not  taken  a  cour^ 
that  kind,  following'  the  example  which  had 
been  so  laudahly  set  them  hy  foreign  Go- 
vernments. He  firmly  believed  that  the 
measure  before  the  House  would  hare  a 
most  injurious  effect  upon  agricultui 
general;  and  that  the  com  of  this  country 
would  under  it's  operation  be  reduced  to  a 
lower  average  price  than  had  been  known 
for  the  last  six  or  seven  years.  Havi 
4)uoted  from  Adam  Smith,  and  other 
writers  on  political  economy  who  wer 
favour  of  free  trade,  to  show  that  the  re- 
sult would  be,  that  com  would  become  not 
only  lower  in  price,  but  that  it  woidd  re- 
main stationary  at  such  diminished  value, 
the  hon.  Member  contended,  that  if  there 
was  to  be  any  compensation  given  to  the 
landed  interest  for  the  losses  thej  would 
Bostain,  the  removal  of  the  burdens  on 
land  ought  to  have  been  a.  question  to  be 
considered  in  conjunction  with  this  meo- 
Bure.  It  Was  the  high  prices  of  former 
times  which  had  brought  a  great  portion  of 
the  lands  of  this  country — and  particularly 
Bueh  large  districts  as  that  of  the  Bedford 
Level — into  cultivation;  and  viewing  this 
measure  iu  connection  with  our  colonial 
dependencies,  he  believed  that  the  Colonies 
would  also  assert  their  right  to  have  free 
trade;  and  that,  whereas  a  sort  of  free 
trade  did  already  exist  between  India  and 
the  States  of  Asia,  they  would,  in  a  year 
or  two,  hove  a  free  trade  between  India 
and  the  States  of  Europe  and  America.  If 
the  colonial  trade  was  of  the  great  value  it 
had  always  been  considered,  he  wished  to 
know  nhy  they  should  do  it  this  injury? 
During  the  five  years  ending  with  1844, 
the  value  of  exports  from  this  country  to 
her  different  Colonies  was  I3.500,000i.; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  wise  for  them 
to  consider  the  probable  extent  of  their 
foreign  trade  before  they  exposed  their 
Colonies  to  be  injured  to  such  an  extent, 
as  they  naturally  must  be  under  this  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  read  several  statements 


as  to  the  great  amount  of  the  grua  pro- 
ducts of  America,  and  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  Indian  com,  which  he  contended 
would  come  into  extensive  competition  with 
our  native  agricultural  prodace,  aud  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  intention  to  op- 
pose the  measnre. 

Hh.  MILDUAY  was  desirouB  of  statinff 
why  it  was  that  he  felt  himself  compelled 
to  take  a  different  counio  in  regard  to  this 
question,  from  that  at  ouy  time  expected 
to  be  in  reference  to  any  measure  emanat- 
ing from  the  present  Government  benches. 
He  was  not  in  the  House  during  the  lost 
discussion  of  this  question,  not  because  he 
then  entertained  a  different  opinion  upon 
it  from  that  which  he  now  held,  but  be- 
cause he  could  not  think  it  right  to  oppose 
a  Motion  for  going  into  Committee  upon 
a  Resolution  introduced  by  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment ;  and  upon  a  subject  which 
had  formed  a  prominent  paragraph  in  ths 
Speech  which  had  heen  delivered  by  Her 
Majesty  to  hci'  Parliament.  He  hod,  there- 
fore, abstained  from  voting  on  that  occa- 
sion, because  he  was  reluctant  to  be  num- 
bered among  the  supporters  of  a  meaaure 
of  which  ho  disapproved.  They  hod  now, 
however,  arrived  at  a  further  stage  of  the 
measure,  aud  he  could  not  refuse  to  take  a 
straightforward  part,  whether  in  support 
of,  or  in  opposition,  to  it.  In  the  course 
he  felt  himself  compelled  to  adopt,  be 
eould  not  hut  own  that  he  felt  the  greatest 
reluctance  in  coming  to  a  decision  that 
would  place  him  among  the  opponents  of 
these  with  whom  ho  hod  hitherto  acted 
since  he  had  been  in  Parliament,  and  to 
whom  he  was  disposed  to  give  every  credit 
for  the  sincerity  of  their  motives  for  the 
change  of  opinion  which,  upon  this  subject, 
they  had  adopted.  But  he  was  anxious  to 
guard  himself  against  its  being  supposed 
that  he  at  all  coincided  in  that  laudatory 
view  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Liskeard  had  taken  of  those  changes 
of  opinion ;  for  the  hon-  Member  seemed 
to  think  that  the  more  people  changed  the 
better  they  were — leaving  the  impression 
strong  upon  his  mind,  that,  at  an  early 
period  of  his  life,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  must  have  been  a  Conservative. 
However  anxious  he  had  been  to  agree  in 
the  riews  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
upon  this  question,  and  though  he  admitted 
that  it  was  quite  open  to  them  to  ehongo 
their  opinions,  yet  his  own  opinions  were 
not  formed  in  the  name  way  as  theirs :  he 
could  not  turn  so  short ;  for,  indeed,  the 
shortness  of  the  notice  itself  made  it  quite 
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imposeiUe  for  him  to  coineitle  with  them 
in  their  Tiewa.  They  uppeared  to  him, 
aleo,  to  have  changed  their  opinions  on 
too  alight  grounds ;  for  it  was  really  ab- 
■nrd  to  suppose  that  the  real  grounds  for 
that  change  could  be  that  which  they  bad 
advanced  in  reference  to  Ireland.  He  could 
not  retrain  Atim  thiuking  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  attached  more  import- 
ance to  the  Buhiect  than  the  naturS  of  it 
warranted;  and  he  inclined  to  the  opinion, 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  also  seized 
iqKin  certain  foregone  conclusions  that 
hod  for  some  time  occupied  bis  mind,  and 
bad  made  the  change  in  Ireland  a  ground 
for  canyiDg  out  those  important  conclu- 
sions. He  hegged  the  House  to  look  at 
the  consequences  that  bad  resulted  from 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  having  connected 
two  things  not  necessarily  connected.  He 
had  deferred  the  contemplated  relief  to  be 
administered  to  the  people  of  Ireland  from 
January  to  June  ;  for  Ireland  could  not 
feel  the  benefit  of  any  law  that  might  pass 
at  the  present  Session  until  the  month  of 
June.  But  again,  was  it,  be  would  inquire, 
neceosary,  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
separated  Indian  corn  from  wheat  (for  he 
bad  admitted  that  there  had  been  no  pre- 
cedent in  favour  of  admitting  wheat  be- 
fore the  Bill  became  law  by  passing  both 
Honaea  of  Parliament,  and  recoiviDg  the 
royal  sanction,  though  he  had  admitted 
Indian  com),  tbat  he  should  have  made  so 
extensive  a  change  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
Eeviiw  any  extent  of  famine  in  Ireland  ? 
He  (Mr.  Uildmay)  admitted,  that  between 
the' conflicting  accounts  that  had  been  laid 
before  the  House  and  the  public,  ho  was 
at  «  loss  to  form  a  correct  opinion  as  to 
the  grounds  for  such  apprehensions,  espe- 
dolly  when  he  recollected,  in  the  autumn 
of  lost  year,  that  an  attempt  had  been 
mode,  which  attempt,  however,  had  been 
vnaucoessful,  to  make  the  people  of  Eng. 
laud  believe  that  famine  would  also  visit 
(hem.  This  not  succeeding,  the  scene  bad 
been  transferred  to  Ireland.  lie  deeply 
ttlt  the  statement  that  bod  reached  him 
respecting  the  distress  in  that  country ; 
and  if  distress  existed  to  half  the  extent 
that  hod  been  represented,  he  thought  that 
every  Irishman  in  the  House  ought  to  be 
indignant  with  the-  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  tbe  Government  for  having 
M  long  postponed  that  relief  which  tbe 
circumstances  of  the  country,  if  correctly 
stated,  most  imperatively  demanded.  If 
it  irere  for  the. interests  of  the  country 
generally,    that    so    important  a  change 
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should  he  eEFected,  it  became  incumbent 
upon  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  show  not 
only  the  necessity  hut  the  safety  of  the 
measures  he  had  proposed  to  tbe  House 
for  adoption.  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
necessity,  setting  aside  Ireland,  which  ho 
never  considered  should  have  been  mixed 
up  with  the  question  ;  and  if  he  had  not 
bad  a  high  opinion  of  those  whom  he  had 
formerly  supported,  ho  would  say  that  tbe 
apprehension  of  a  famine  in  Ireland  had 
been  mixed  up  with  the  measure  from  an 
anxious  attempt  to  make  hon.  Members 
surrender  their  judgment  to  their  leader. 
He  did  not,  however,  believe  that  in  tbe 
measures  that  bad  been  lately  proposed. 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  wore  actuated  by 
any  such  feelings  ;  but  supposing  a  design- 
ing man  to  have  changed  bis  opinions,  and 
on  that  account  wished  to  force  otbers  to 
adopt  his  altered  view  of  things,  be  could 
have  conceived  such  an  expedient  as  mixing 
up  an  alleged  calamity  with  other  matters 
for  the  pnrpose  of  obtaining  a  particular 
end.  He  begged,  however,  to  be  under- 
stood that  be  acquitted  the  Government 
from  any  such  charge.  With  respect  to 
tbe  state  of  commercial  affairs  demanding 
the  change,  he  believed  that  in  the  autumn 
of  the  last  year,  as  far  as  his  information 
upon  the  subject  permitted  him  to  give  an 
opinion,  all  the  interests  of  the  country 
were  in  a  state  of  prosperity.  At  tbe  pre- 
sent moment  it  was  true  there  might  bo 
some  depression  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts; but  he  believed  tbat  stagnation 
might  be  assimilated  to  the  courser  in- 
haling new  breath  previous  to  a  fresh  start, 
and  not  to  a ,  general  depression.  More- 
over, it  should  be  borne  in  mind  tbat  tho 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  had 
stated  the  probability  of  some  change  of 
the  kind  taking  place,  which  might  have 
caused  some  temporary  inconvenience,  but 
which  could  not  have  led  to  any  permanent 
disarrangement.  Next  came  the  question 
whether,  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  thought 
tbe  change  necessary,  he  was  well-grounded 
in  thinking  that  it  could  be  adopted  with 
safety  ?  He  was  decidedly  of  opinion, 
looking  at  the  ultimate  effect,  tbat  the 
safety  of  adopting  such  a  measure  would 
be  extremely  questionable.  He  could  not 
say  that  be  was  apprehensive  of  had  results 
this  year,  or  probably  tbe  next;  but  from  his 
own  experience  he  regarded  in  a  dubious 
point  of  view  tbe  assurance  which  tbe  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  tbe  bead  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  made — namely,  that  the  con- 
clusion he  had  arrived  at  was,  that  the 
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effect  npon  agriculture  would  be  very  slight. 
The  right  hoD.  Baronet  had,  however, 
refrained  from  itating  the  eitent  of  the 
effect  which  he  considered  the  passing  of 
this  measure  would  have  upon  tho  agri- 
cultural interest.  lie  had  great  respect 
for  the  right  hon.  Baronet;  but  he  could 
not  adopt  hia  Dpinioue  upon  this  subject  to 
Ac  exclusion  of  his  own.  When  he  brought 
to  mind  the  low  price  of  com  at  the  Con- 
tinental ports,  and  the  facility  for  its  cheap 
production  in  foreign  countHo;,  he  could 
not  imagine  bow  Her  Majesty's  Ministera 
could  satisfy  themaelTCs  in  brinping  for- 
ward a  measure  having  for  its  object  the 
total  annihilation  of  all  protection  to  native 
produce.  With  such  facts  before  him  as 
the  returns  of  the  averages  at  foreign  poris, 
he  could  not  permit  the  assurance  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  lull  his  alarms.  lie 
feared  the  measure  would  pass,  and  he  re- 
gretted it,  for  he  apprehended  that  the 
greatest  injury  would  ensue  to  this  great 
community,  but  more  particularij  te  that 
section  of  the  agricultural  body  who  culti- 
vated poor  lands,  and  who  must  be  se- 
riously injiu-ed  by  a  diminution  of  prices. 
True  it  was  that  after  a  time  poor  lands 
might  be  converted  into  pasture  land;  but 
then  it  could  only  bo  by  an  arrnngcment 
with  the  landlord,  because  such  conversions 
were  often  attended  with  very  coDsiderable 
expense.  He  believed  that  so  inexhaustible 
was  the  quantity  of  foreign  com,  that  un- 
less our  prices  were  brought  to  the  level  of 
the  continental,  the  deluge  of  continental 
corn  would  be  immetiso.  They  would  find 
that  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  southern 
States  of  America  were  peculiariy  adapted 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  cotton  plant,  and 
that  the  price  of  cotton  in  those  States 
regulated  the  price  of  cotton  to  tho  pro- 
ducers of  that  article  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  This  remark  held  equally  good 
with  respect  to  indigo;  and  as  it  applied  to 
cotton  and  indigo,  so  it  would  apply  to 
foreign  corn,  for  the  price  of-  the  latter 
grain  in  the  greatest  market  would  be  sure 
to  regulate  the  price  in  all  other  places. 
He  would  not  say  that  Government  should 
not  adapt  the  Cum  Laws  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country;  but  he  did  not 
think  that  anything  had  occurred  to  justify 
the  proposal  of  a  total  abolition.  If  they 
had  brought  forward  a  measure  proposing 
a  lower  scale  of  duties  for  three  years,  or 
perhaps  a  fixed  duty,  with  the  view  of 
seeing  the  effect  of  such  a  measure,  he 
would  have  said  that  they  had  acted  like 
cautious  people,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
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like  the  rashness  of  the  present  pn^oUl 
about  it;  bat  be  confessed  he  did  not  see 
the  sense  of  their  {hedging  themselves  in 
1846  as  to  what  they  would  do  in  1849, 
when  the  three  intervening  years  might 
show  them  that  thej  were  in  a  wrong 
course.  And  if  ho  thought  this  unwise  In 
any  one,  he  thought  it  peculiarly  unwise  is 
a  Government  which  in  1842  did  not  know 
what  they  were  to  do  in  1846,  and  who  in 
1846  repudiated  their  own  measure  of 
1842.  For  these  few  reasons  he  shoold 
give  his  vote  against  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill.  If  he  wanted  other  reaeoDS,  he 
should  find  them  in  one  of  the  paragraphs 
of  Her  Majesty's  Speech,  or  rather  the 
Speech  which  the  Government  had  put 
into  the  mouth  of  Her  Majesty,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Session,  because  he 
thought  that  the  measures  were  not  ac- 
companied with  such  precautions  as  would 
prevent  permanent  loss  to  the  revenue,  or 
injurious  results  to  any  of  ^e  great  in- 
terests of  the  country.  Before  sitting  down 
he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  pe- 
titions which  had  been  presented  at  die 
commencement  of  this  stage  of  the  discus- 
sion by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  Government.  These  petitions  were 
said  to  have  been  signed  by  most  of  the 
respectable  merchants  of  Liverpool  and 
Manchester,  and  complained  that  the  trade 
of  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  great  stag- 
nation in  consequence  of  the  prolongatioD 
of  the  discussion.  Now  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  ask  hon.  Members  to  rely 
on  his  assertion;  but  he  begged  to  state  it 
as  a  fact,  and  let  any  Gentleman  connected 
with  the  trade  of  the  country  contradict 
him  if  he  asserted  what  was  not  the  case, 
that  the  stagnation  affected  every  articlot 
whetheritwere  in  theTariffornot.  Sugar, 
tea,  coffee,  and  cotton,  were  equally  in  a 
state  of  stagnation  with  the  articles  in  the 
Tariff.  But,  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
asked  the  persons  who  signed  these  peti- 
tions whether  or  not  there  were  any  exten- 
sive engagements  that  parties  in  Lan- 
cashire and  the  north  of  England  hod 
entered  into  with  the  great  railroads,  and 
whether  these  did  not  interfere  wiUi  the 
course  of  trade,  he  would  have  found  out 
that  these  were  much  more  likely  to  have 
caused  the  embarrassments  in  trade  under 
which  the  country  was  now  labouring,  than 
the  allegations  made  in  the  petition  pre- 
sented by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  When 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  should  come  into 
power — as  he  was  likely  soon  to  do — he 
would  find  the  same  distress  which  Uie 
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egVBtr;  wm  now  BoiFeriiig,  if  Bome  meanB 
were  not  discoTered  of  cheokiog  tbe  iiu- 
meiLM  i^HKirptuHi  of  capital;  and  tbe  noblo 
Lord  voald  probably  be  charged  with  being 
the  catue  of  that  distrasH,  to  which  he 
maid  btt  SB  little  amenable  as  the  Govern- 
OMnt  of  th«  right  hon.  Baronet  was  to  the 
credit  of  the  proBperity  which  Buccecded 
tfceir  aocesaion  to  office  in  1842.  He  be- 
lieved that  tiint  sncceBS  bad  nothing  to  do 
with  the  change  of  Government— that  it 
was  the  inevit«ble  consequence  of  three  or 
four  jears'  previoua  depression  of  trade; 
and  he  believed  that  if  the  country  bad  never 
been  bleaaed  with  the  pretent  Government, 
ve  shotild  have  had  the  same  number  of 
jears  of  proBperitj  aa  we  had  had  under 
their  rule.  He  believed  aUo  that  the  pre- 
MBt  atagnation  was  partly  attributable  to 
the  immense  exports  of  last  year.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by  declaring  bis 
imtentioB  to  vote  against  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Sir  ROBEET  PBBL  Raid:  Sir,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last  appears  to 
have  rmented  of  the  neutrality  which  be 
obeerved  on  a  former  occasion,  and  to  have 
d«larmined  to  make  up  for  that  neutrality 
by  the  sharpneBS  of  his  present  attack.  I 
utve  heard,  indeed,  from  one  hon.  Gentle- 
man, the  Uember  for  Newark,  a  young 
Member  of  this  House,  that  I  have  been 
tTMted  with  marked  forbearance  during 
the  discoBsion  upon  this  measure.  I  think, 
then,  that  under  the  ciroumstsnccB  I  might 
have  eipeeted  a  litde  more  indulgence 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Winchester. 
I  did,  it  is  true,  present  two  petitions,  one 
from  Manchester,  and  one  from  Liverpool ; 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  so  captious, 
that  ho  finds  even  in  the  performance 
of  that  duty  grounds  for  making  an 
Mtack  upon  me.  All  I  did,  however,  was 
to  state  the  prayer  of  these  petitions. 
The  petitionera  arc  connected  with  the 
mannfacturing  and  commercial  intercstB 
of  tbe  country;  and  I  think  that  the  hon. 
Oentlcnan,  conudering  the  community  of 
oeeupation  between  himself  and  the  pcti- 
ttoners,  might  have  allowed  them  unques- 
tioned to  speak  for  themselves.  The  peti- 
tion from  Manchefltor  was  signed  by  the 
Presideut  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce — a 
body  entartuning  strong  political  opinions, 
nnd  many  of  whom  have  been  connected 
with  tbe  agitation  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn  Laws.  In  order,  however,  to  show 
the  unanimity  of  opinion  which  prevailed 
■pon  thiB  question,  tbe  petition  was  also 
^ned  by  tiie  President  of  the  Commer- 


cial Association — a  body  holding  political 
opinions  of  an  opposite  tendency  to  those 
entertained  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
but  they,  notwithstanding,  on  this  subject 
camo  to  the  same  conclusion.  To  die 
same  couclusion  came  all  the  bankers  of 
Manchester;  as  did  also,  I  believe,  the  vast 
majority  of  die  inhabitants  of  that  towfl 
connected  with  great  manufacturing  esta- 
blishments. These  parties  concurred  in 
addresBiDg  a  petition  to  this  House ;  aud 
they  concurred  in  attributing  the  stagna- 
tion of  trade  to  the  prolongation  of  tbe 
debates  ;  and  ciLpreBBed  their  opinion  that 
tbe  stagnation  will  continue  until  the  deci- 
sion of  this  House  shall  be  finally  pro- 
nounced upon  tbe  quesdon:  praying,  there- 
fore, that  the  House  will,  at  as  early  a 
period  as  may  be  consistent  with  mature 
deliberation,  come  to  a  decision  upon  the 
subject.  Sir,  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  a 
proof  of  how  ezceedmgly  difficult  it  would 
be  to  devise  any  measure  connected  with 
the  Corn  Laws  which  shall  pleaee  all  pejv 
ties.  But  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman 
stands  almost  alone  in  this  House  upon 
tbis  question.  Tbe  hon.  Gentleman  who 
BO  violently  attacks  tbe  measures  of  the 
Government,  says,  if  we  had  proposed  a 
cautious  measure  of  this  nature — that  the 
scale  of  duties  which  I  propose  to  exist  for 
three  years  should  be  carried  into  execu* 
tion,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  there 
should  be  a  fixed  duty — he  would  have 
been  inclined  to  vote  for  snch  a  propoBal. 
He  has  not  quite  made  up  his  mind  whe- 
ther he  would  vote  for  it  or  not ;  but  still 
he  is  so  favourably  disposed  towards  it 
that  he  thinks  he  should  have  been  in> 
clined  to  adopt  it.  Well,  I  think  be  is 
the  only  man  in  the  House  who  would 
have  supported  that  proposition.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  makes  another  charge  against 
me,  at  which  I  am  somewhat  surprised. 
He  says,  that  every  Irish  Member  ought 
to  be  indignant  with  me  for  interposing 
delay,  instead  of  relieving  the  distreBS 
which  prevails  in  Ireland.  Indignant  with 
me!  I  am  not  conscious  of  occasioning 
any  delay.  Circumstances  ma;  have  in> 
terposed  obstacles  for  which  I  feel  regret ; 
but  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  any  right 
to  rouse  the  indignation  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers agunst  me  for  intorposing  delay  in 
the  way  of  ejttending  relief  to  the  distress 
which  prevails  in  Ireland,  I  entirely  deny; 
and  it  is  a  charge  which  I  think  cannot  b« 
fairly  made  against  me  by  any  hon.  Uem- 
her  of  this  House.  I  am  extremely  un- 
willing,   at  this  protracted  stage   i^  the 
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debaf«,  to  refer  to  personal  matters  ;  and 
were  I  a  priTate  individual,  I  would  pasa 
bj  B,]\  Hucn  accusations  as  I  have  heard 
made  against  me.  I  am  bo  conscious  of 
having  acted  throughout  from  j>uro  and 
honourable  motives.  I  am  so  supported  )iy 
the  conviction  that  I  bdve  abandoned  no 
duty,  and  betrayed  no  trust — [/nferrttp- 
tum\ — well,  if  it  be  your  impression  that 
I  have,  at  least  after  the  accusations  which 
have  been  preferred,  you  will  concede  to 
me  the  privilege  of  defence,  and  will  listen 
with  patience  to  the  answer  which  I  have 
to  give  you.  Observe,  throughout  these 
debates  I  have  not  (juarrcUcd  with  any 
man  for  offering  liis  opposition  to  the  D|>in- 
ioDS  which  I  aow  profess.  I  have  respected 
in  others  the  maintenance  of  their  former 
opinions.  I  knew  not  by  whom  the  mea- 
Burea  which  I  proposed  would  be  supported 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  can  say  with 
truth,  that  I  have  ottempted  to  influence 
no  man.  I  bavo  listened  to  the  attacks 
made  upon  me  with  sorrow,  but  not  with 
anger.  1  admit  it  is  natural  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  should  retain  tbeir  opinion  ; 
but  if  they  do  not  respect  in  me  that  pri- 
Tilege  which  I  concede  U>  them,  at  any 
rate  I  entreat  them,  from  a  sense  of  jus. 
tice,  to  bear  with  patience  my  defence. 
As  I  said,  if  I  were  a  mere  private  indi- 
Tldual,  strong  in  the  conviction  that  I 
have  acted  from  nothing  but  a  sense  of 
duty,  and  from  pure  and  honourable  mo- 
tives, I  would  have  let  these  accusations 
posa  by  ;  but  I  am  not  in  the  situation  of 
ft  private  individual,  and  it  is  right  that, 
as  Minister  of  the  Crown,  I  should  vindi- 
cate from  the  attacks  made  upon  it  my 
conduct  aa  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  I 
have  been  asked — it  is  not,  I  know,  quite 
regular  to  refer  to  former  debates,  and  I 
shall  not  encroach  upon  the  rule  of  the 
House  by  express  reference  to  the  debates 
— but  the  House  will  permit  mc  to  refer 
in  general  to  the  questions  whi<'h  were 
put,  and  to  the  charges  which  were  mode, 
since  I  have  hod  an  opportunity  of  last 
addressing  the  House.  It  was  said  then, 
in  the  course  of  the  late  debate,  that  I 
hod  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  charge 
of  this  measure  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
Com  Laws  would  have  been  committed 
with  nmch  greater  propriety  to  other  hands 
than  mine.  And  yet  it  was  observed  that 
1  had  proposed  to  the  Cabinet  to  undertake 
the  conduct  of  this  measure,  and  that  if  the 
Cabinet  had  been  unanimous  the  conduct  of 
it  would  have  been  committed  to  my  hands. 
Further,  it  was  remarked  that  there  was 


apparent  inconsistency  between  the 
u[»i>iuii  that  it  would  have  been  better  to 
submit  the  proposition  to  other  hands,  and 
my  undertaking,  bad  the  Cabinet  concm*- 
rcd  with  me,  to  propose  the  permanent  ad- 
justment of  this  question,  as  a  consequence 
of  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  law. 
Sir,  I  did  pronounce  an  opinion  that  it 
would  have  been  better,  under  any  ordi- 
nary cireumstances,  that  others  more  en- 
titled thnn  I  am  to  the  credit  of  the  success 
of  this  measure,  ahould  have  had  the  con- 
duct of  it.  And  yet  it  is  true  that  in  the 
Cabinet  I  did  propose,  if  the  Cabinet  con- 
curred with  me,  to  undertake  the  task  of 
submitting  the  proposition  to  Parliament. 
On  the  1st  of  November,  I  proposed,  in 
concurrence  with  my  right  hon.  Friends 
the  Secretary  at  War  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  upon  the 
ground  of  the  reports  from  Ireland,  to  take 
that  precaution  against  impending  danger 
which  I  thought  was  a  natural  precaution, 
namely,  the  suspension,  cither  by  an  Order 
in  Council  or  an  Act  of  Parliament,  of 
those  laws  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
foreign  corn.  I  renewed  that  proposition 
at  the  close  of  the  same  month.  I  believe, 
bad  the  measure  proposed  been  simply  the 
suspension  of  the  Com  Laws,  with  a  goa- 
rantee  that  the  existing  system  should  re- 
vive. I  believe — I  have  no  grounds  for  not 
believing— that  there  would  have  been  no 
very  serious  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
subject.  There  might  have  been  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
danger  in  Ireland  ;  but  hod  the  measure 
been  merely  a  suspension  with  a  guarantee 
of  revival,  or  at  least  that  I  would  propoae 
the  continuance  of  the  existing  law,  I  am 
not  sure  that  we  should  have  had  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  the  matter.  But  I 
did  distinctly  refuse — 1  here  admit  it — I 
did  distinctly  refuse  to  undertake  a  gua- 
rantee for  the  revival  of  the  existing  law 
at  the  end  of  the  period  of  suspension,  and 
1  di<l  it  upon  these  grounds.  As  I  said 
before.  1  thought  tliat  suspension  was  a 
becoming  and  necessary  measm«.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Recorder  of 
Dublin  says  that  we  were  deluded  by  ac- 
counts from  Ireland.  He  admits,  however, 
that  he  was  alarmed  at  the  outset,  and 
that  the  prevailing  feeling  through  Ireland 
was  one  of  alarm  ;  but  then  he  talked  of 
as  unfounded  the  reporti;  mode  from  time 
to  time  by  othcial  bodies  in  Ireland,  It  is 
very  easy  for  an  individual  to  neglect  those 
reports ;  but  those  responsible  for  the  well- 
bemg  of  the  country — deeply  responsible 
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should  ftunine  and  disease  come  without 
precautions  being  taken  to  meet  them — 
what  are  they,  what  is  a  Govemmeat  to 
do — a  GoTemment  receiving  reports  from 
all  quarters — from  the  highest  authorities 
— m>m  private  parties  the  most  disin- 
terested— what,  I  ask,  would  he  the  posi- 
tion  of  a  QoTemment  which  should  meet 
such  warnings  with  neglect  ?  The  alarm 
may  turn  out  to  be  unjounded,  and  the 
precautions,  tlierefore,  superfluous ;  but  do 
joa  think  that  when  there  is  good  ground, 
probable  ground,  far  expecting  a  general 
and  wide-spread  famine,  do  you  think  that 
a  GoTemment  ought,  in  such  a  cose,  to  ne- 
glect to  take  precaution  H,  even  should 
those  precautions  turn  out  to  be  super- 
fluous? Are  you  to  hesitate  in  avertiug 
famine  which  may  come,  l>ecauBe  it  possibly 
may  not  come  ?  Are  you  to  look  to  and 
depend  upon  chance  in  such  an  extremity  ? 
Or,  good  God  !  are  you  to  sit  in  Cabinet. 
and  consider  and  calculate  how  much  diar- 
rluea,  and  bloody  flux,  and  dysentery  a 
people  con  bear  before  it  becomes  necessary 
for  you  to  provide  them  with  food  ?  Tlie 
precautions  may  bo  superfluous ;  but  what 
ia  the  danger  where  precautions  are  re- 
quired ?  Is  it  not  better  to  err  on  the 
side  of  precaution  than  to  neglect  it  utterly? 
1  say  that,  with  the  reports  received  by 
Uovemment,  in  my  opinion  we  should  not 
have  been  justified  in  neglecting  that  pre- 
caution. Of  course,  then,  tho  question 
arose,  "  What  will  you  do  when  the  period 
of  suspension  shall  have  terminated  ? " 
Will  you  guarantee  the  revival  of  the  law? 
That  question  was  put  to  me.  1  said  at 
once  I  cannot,  and  for  mony  reasons,  in 
the  first  place,  in  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
liament I  expressed  a  decided  opinion  that 
you  could  not  long  continue  to  apply  dif- 
ferent principles  in  respect  to  agriculture 
from  those  you  had  applied  to  other  articles 
of  commerce.  1  am  told  I  made  a  sudden 
turn — -that  I  surprised  every  one.  Well, 
hear  my  defence.  Speaking  on  the  Com 
Law,  in  the  course  of  last  Session,  on 
the  Resolution  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton,  while  I  opposed  that  Re- 
solution, I  stated  that  I  could  nut  defend 
the  existing  law  on  many  of  the  grounds 
on  which  it  hod  theretofore  been  defended. 
1  could  not  say  that  I  thought  the  rate  of 
wages  varied  with  tlie  price  of  corn.  1 
conld  not  defend  the  law  on  the  ground 
that  we  ought  to  be  independent  of  foreign 
supply.  I  stated  expressly  then,  that  in 
my  opinion  ike  same  principle  which  formed 
our  ordinary  commeieial  policy  must  also 
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be  applied  to  agricultorc.  I  was  followed 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  then  Uember  for 
Sunderland  (Earl  Grey),  who  began  his 
speech  by  stating  expressly  that  I  hod 
made  no  objection  to  the  first  Resolution 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton. 
Here  are  his  words— he  said — 

"  In  Sir  Robert  Peel's  speech  there  had  not 
been  one  word  uttered  attempiing  to  contradict 
the  two  firat  Resolutions  of  hie  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  WolverhnmpMQ.  Had  tho  UaC  Reso- 
lution been  ■  worded  to  tho  effect  '  thst  it  was 
expedient  that  all  restrictions  on  the  importation 
of  com  bo  gradually  abolished,'  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet's speech  would  haie  been  an  unanswerable 
speech  in  eiipport  of  the  hon.  Member's  Motion." 

Such  was  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord. 
Now  what  was  the  resolution  of  the  Pro- 
lection  Society  in  the  mouth  of  December  ? 
Uear  it,  and  say  whether  the  late  declara- 
tion of  opinion  in  my  case  can  be  consider- 
ed us  so  sudden  or  surprising.  The  Pro- 
tection Society,  I  say,  came  to  this  reso- 

"  That,  in  consequence  of  the  declarations  nude 
by  seveml  le.iiling  Members  of  Government  during; 
the  Inst  SeasiDH  of  Parli.-imcnt,  it  was  evident  that 
a  further  reduction  would  be  attempted  in  the  al- 
ready greatly  dimioiihed  amount  of  protection 
now  afforded  to  agriculture,  and  that,  in  oon- 
aequenee  of  sucij  interpretation  being  put  en  these 
declarations,  an  irapressiun,  well  or  Ql-founded,  is 
cireul.ited.  calculated  to  destroy  nil  confldeuec  in 
tlie  stabilic;  of  the  present  Com  Laws,  and  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  now  making  in  the  improvement 
of  interior  liuidB." 

Such  was  the  resolution  of  the  Protection 
Society  ui  December  last,  before  they  were 
or  could  be  aware  of  the  measures  to  be 
proposed  by  Government.  [Mr.  Hudson 
made  a  remark,  which  did  not  reach  the 
gallery.]  Will  the  hon.  Member  for  Sun- 
derland have  a  little  patience  ?  His  turn 
will  come.  Really  these  interruptions  are 
very  unpleasant.  I  continue  then.  When 
the  question  was  put  whether  1  would  un- 
dertake a  guarantee  for  the  revival  of  the 
existing  law,  I  said  distinctly  ^at  such  a 
guarantee  on  my  part,  after  the  opinions 
which  I  had  expressed,  would  be  inconsistent 
with  my  former  declaration.  Such  a  re- 
vival must  have  implied  the  permanent 
maintenance  of  tho  Coru  Law.  Yon 
must  have  roused  all  your  energies  in 
defence  of  it.  Lords,  Commons,  and 
constituencies  must  have  united  for  the 
maintenance,  the  permanent  maintenance, 
of  the  existing  law.  To  such  an  attempt 
it  was  impossible  that  I  could  have  been  a 
party.  Another  ground.  Sir,  upon  whioli 
I  deliued  to  guarantee  the  revival  was, 
that  I  thought  the  very  fact  of  suspension 
would  make  it  almost  impoesible  to  induce 
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Parliament  to  re-enact  the  present  law. 
It  would  have  been  said,  "  The  sjBtein  haa 
worked  tolerably  well  in  three  favourable 
BeasoDS.  but  at  the  firat  period  of  pressure 
you  Buapended  it  ;  you  were  obliged  to  do 
BO."  The  proposal  would  theu  be,  that 
after  this  suspeoaiou — that  after  this  con- 
fesaiou  of  the  law's  weakucds — this  im- 
peachment of  its  adequacy — you  should, 
notwithstanding,  urge  at  tlie  termination 
of  the  period  of  suspension  its  perma- 
nent revival.  Sir,  I  confess  1  did  not 
think  tliat  a  very  wine  course  to  adopt. 
It  has  been  justly  remarked,  during  the 
progress  of  this  debate,  that  when  the  no- 
ble Lord  opposite  (Lord  John  Russell). 
seeing  how  difficult  it  would  be  at  times  of 
scarcity  to  maintain  a  fixed  duty,  pur- 
posed that  a  power  should  be  giveu  to  the 
Crown,  by  an  Order  in  Council,  to  suspend 
that  fixed  duty — it  has  been  truly  stated 
that  when  that  proposition  was  made,  I  de- 
cidedly objected  to  conferring  fiueli  apower 
on  the  Crown.  1  stated  that  it  woiJd  be 
futile,  because  the  Crown,  having  once  ex- 
ercised the  power  of  suspending  the  fixed 
duty,  I  felt  assured,  in  the  present  state  of 
publie  opinion  on  the  Corn  Laws,  that  it 
would  he  most  difficult,  or  even  im|>ossible, 
to  reimpose  the  duty.  Now,  the  difficulty 
involved  in  the  course  proposed  to  me  for 
adoption  would  be  the  same,  with  the  dif- 
ference that  the  fixed  duty  would  be  much 
lower  than  the  actual  amount  of  the  slidiug- 
acale.  The  proposal,  in  fact,  would  be 
that  the  sliding' scale  having  failed  in  its 
first  exposure  to  severe  trial,  and  it  being 
thus  found  necessary  to  suspend  it — the 
proposal  would  be,  th^t  after  that  suspen- 
sion the  same  principle,  worked  out  by  the 
same  machinery,  should  bo  rc-cnaeted— 
should  be  again  adopted.  Well,  supposing 
this  course  to  have  been  adopted,  at  what 
period  would  it  have  been  settled  that  the 
revival  was  to  take  place?  The  duties 
might  have  been  suspended  until  Septem- 
ber next.  In  the  month  of  July,  a  few 
weeks  befuro  the  time  Parliament  must 
separate,  what  would  have  been  the  state 
of  tins'  House  on  the  question  of  whether 
or  no  the  suspension  should  continue  ? 
Supposiug  there  were  entertained  the  ap- 
prehensions which  1  felt,  and  which  I  still 
feel,  that  this  potato  disease  is  not  a  mere 
temporary  calamity — suppose  there  should 
be  good  grounds,  probable  grounds,  for  be- 
lieving that  the  potato  crop  of  next  year 
would  also  be  affected  —  suppose  there 
should  be,  as  there  will  be,  disease  in  Ire- 
Und  in  consequence  of  mnt  of  food^Bup- 


poae  all  these  contingencies  to  occur — eonU 
the  proposal,  under  the  circumstAueea,  be 
made  that  the  old  law  should  be  permitted 
to  revive  ?  Further,  suppose  you  are  to 
have  such  a  Jidy  as  yen  had  last  season — 
such  a  month  of  continued  rain  as  that 
wbicli  last  year  made  "the  baldest  hold 
his  breath  for  a  time,"  would  it  have  heoi, 
1  put  it  to  you,  would  it  have  been  under 
these  circumstances  possible  to  have  agreed 
to  a  renewal  of  the  old  law  ?  Sir,  I  was 
not  insensible  to  the  progress  of  public 
opinion  on  this  point.  1  do  not  say  yield 
to  it — yield  to  public  opinion  against  your 
convictions  ;  but  I  do  say  that  that  man  is 
unworthy  of  holding  office  who  disregards 
the  progress  of  publio  opinion  on  such  a 
question  as  the  Corn  Laws;  and  whether  or 
no  they  are  to  be  re-enacted  after  a  period 
of  suspension.  You  say  they  have  been  al- 
ready suspended  and  alreiidy  re-enacted. 
You  say  they  were  suspended  in  1765  and 
in  1793  ;  aud  lliat  an  both  thoso  occasions 
tliey  were  re-enacted,  and  that  precedents 
are  all  in  favour  of  their  being  re-enaet«d. 
Why.  good  God !  can  any  man  be  to  blind 
to  the  progress  of  public  opinion  on  the 
Com  Laws  since  the  year  1765,  as  to  say 
that  you  can  apply  that  precedent,  and  be- 
cause the  Legislature  of  that  day  could  re- 
enact  prohibitive  duties,  do  you  mean  to 
say  that  wo  coidd  do  it  now  ?  If  you  aet 
upou  such  principles — if  you  pay  regard  to 
such  narrow,  technical.  Parliamentary  pre- 
cedents, without  reference  to  public  opin- 
ion, then  1  tell  you  that  you  will  involve 
the  country  In  a  month  in  inextricable  con- 
fusion. I  am  unwilling  to  make  any  state- 
ment now  ;  but  as  I  foresaw,  when  this 
proposition  was  made,  it  would  break  np 
the  Government,  and  as  I  have  the  pennis- 
aion  of  Her  Majesty  to  give  any  expuuiation 
with  respect  to  the  causes  which  led  to  that 
dissolution  of  the  Government,  I  will  rather 
than  enter  into  any  statement,  read  to  the 
House  the  declaration  I  made  of  the  grotmd 
on  which  I  acted,  and  which,  as  I  foresftw 
it  would  be  of  great  importance,  I  mode  at 
the  time  in  writing  ;  that  statement  of  my 
opinions  1  will  now  read.  This  was  (Hi 
the  26th  of  November,  after  the  Goveni- 
raent  had  instituted  an  inquiry  into  the 
apprehended  scarcity,  and  taken  precau- 
tions against  the  spread  of  fever  that  might 
be  the  consequence  of  that  scarcity  ;  in  the 
instructions  then  issued,  my  right  hon. 
Friends  cordially  concurred.  But  I  fore- 
saw that  the  issue  of  those  instructioiis 
would  compel  a  suspension  of  the  law  re- 
stricdng  the  importation  of  food.    And 
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tUiisthe  VMT  point  at  which  I  wish  to  nr-  afiheUwirllloompelaverre&rlrdeaiuoiirotba 

me— whether  I  abould  underUke  after  the  """^ '"  *»  P"""?^  "  anti<;ip«tioD  rftlH.  period 

T)     ,-  _      .    ,L  wlipn  the  suspeuBion  would  cipirr.     SuipeDnon 

uupenuoa  to  propose  to   Parlmment  the  ,iu  compel  a  MberaW  re»i™  of  the -hole  que^ 

adjiutmetit  of  the  Cora  Laws.      I   did   un-  tion  of  agricultural  protection.    I  flrmly  belien 

dertake  it,  and  under  these  circumataDcea:  that  it  would  bo  better  for  tbe  cauutr;  that  that 


As  I  could  not  propose  the  revival  of  the    "view  >hould  bo  undertaken  by  othere.     Under 
•tisting  law — as  I  thought  any  slight  al-    "    '"""  -'"'""•*'"""■<'      »  ""         '•"•  '  '' 


ordinary    oircuuistaDces  I  should    i 
,  "    .  ,  "  ,         •        ''     ,.j,       ihould  be  DO  undertaken :  but  I  look  now  to  the 

terations  Ut  tbe  details  of  tbe  present  slid-     innnedinle  emergency,  and  to  the  duties  it  impona 


inf-Bcale,  aoj  slight  modifications,   would  on  ■  Minister.     I  nm  ready  to  take  the  n>9poii*l- 

be   utterly   unavailing  for  the  permanent  bilitjofnteeting  that  emergency,  irihoopinioni  ef 

adjustment  which  would  be  the  legitimate  »?  Colleague,  a.  lo  the  eitent  of  the  evil,  and  the 

'  I.  -  I  j'l  J  nature  of  the  renicdy,  coneur  with  uiinc. 
eonsequenee  of  suspension:  1  did  under- 
take to  do  that  which  in  ordinary  circum-  I,  therefore.  Sir,  thought  that  the  adjust- 
■tances  I  certainly  think  ought  to  have  nicnt  of  the  Com  Laws  would  be  the  na- 
heen  undertaken  by  others,  and  ]  did  en-  tural  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  the 
gage  to  meet  the  existing  emergency,  and  laws.  I  felt  that  it  would  he  inconsistent 
to  become  responsible  for  all  the  conse-  with  my  duty  to  suspend  the  law,  and  then 
qoences  of  suspension.  1  drew  up  then,  to  run  away  and  leave  it  to  others  to  deal 
and  I  read  to  my  Colleagues,  the  memoran-  with  the  consequences.  I  was  prepared 
dum  I  hold  in  my  hand  previously  to  tbe  then  to  propose  an  adjustment  of  the  quea- 
diasolution  of  the  Cabinet. — Tbe  right  hon.  tion  of  duties  on  foreign  corn — I  was  pro- 
Baronet  then  proceeded  to  read  tbe  follow-  pared  to  do  so  had  my  Colleagues  agreed 
log  document  : —  with  me,  notwithstanding  tbe  declaration 

"  I  cannot  oonaent  to  the  isaae  of  these  inatruD-  which  I  made  then,  and  which  I  repeat 
tions,  and  undertake  at  the  Bamo  time  lo  maintain  now,  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  1 
the  eusting  Corn  Law.  Slight  mc-iiflcations  of  ^^^^jj  j^^^^  preferred  that  tbe  task  should 
the  ewstini  law,  as  the  consequence  o!  these  in-  ,  ,  .  5.  .  ,.  i_  i  .1. 
itraetiens.  or  i.;.mediately  fouSwine  tbeni,  would.  ^""^  ^'"'^^  l-^^'  ^  '>^^^'  '>'"'»1*  ">«»  ""'"e. 
in  my  opinion,  answer  no  good  end.  The  pro-  If  there  he  any  inconsistency  in  that,  I  am 
poial  of  them  would  add  to  the  diffloulty  of  defend-  ready  to  incur  tbe  hlarae  of  it ;  but  I  con- 
ing that  portion  at  the  Com  Law  which  it  wa.  fpag  i  (bink  the  course  I  adopted,  the  na- 
■Dught  to  maintain.  1  thiiik  wo  ought  to  nispond  ,.,„j  .„.|  «,,;„„  „„„„^  r„„  „  \(:„r.,„_  ;_ 
thToperation  of  the  existing  law  for  a  liraitXpe.  ^""^"^  "^PV  *"'"K  eou^e  for  a  Minister  in 
riod.  Thpre  is  conflioting  evUcnce  as  to  the  de-  my  position.  I  was,  however,  in  a  mmo- 
|res  of  pressure  from  the  searoity  of  food:  but  rity  in  the  Cabinet.  When  there  was  no 
there  is  that  probability  of  severe  pressure  a  few  longer  unanimltv  amongst  my  Colleagues, 
months  henoe  that  would  in  my  opinion  amply  j  despaired  of  success  in  carrying  the  mea- 
ntstify  the  preoautionary  meaBure  of  unrestrioted  ' ,  .  ,  ,  .  ,  ,,  eR.ni-  . 
Import.  Vo  have  written  authority  which  would  ""^s  1  intended,  and  therefore  the  Cabinet 
juMiiy  it,  written  authority  which,  should  the  an-  was  dissolved.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ticipations  of  those  from  whom  we  reocive  it  ber  for  Dorsetshire  blames  me  very  much 
prove  correct,  would  impose  on  US  a  heavy  rospon-  because,  after  resigning,  1  wrote  n  letter 
f'"'i!i^\''"'''^f  """'""^J  precaution  which  g  Majesty  Stating  the  course  I  in- 
haaboen  takfninfomiorperiodsof  scarcity  in  this  ""  -.bjv  --j  ™*  'i  ''  . 
oountry,  and  by  sumo  countries  in  Europe  witlJn  tended  to  pursue.  He  says  that  was  a 
the  last  week.  But,  independently  of  these  consi-  most  unconstitutional  and  a  most  unusual 
derations,  the  issue  of  these  Instructions  fully  jut-  act.  Unusual  I  admit  it  to  be,  but  the 
tiflos.ifil,does  not  reqnito  the  temporary  removal  circuraatances  were  altogether,  unusual. 
of  impediments  lo  the  free  import  of  com.  They  ,,  ,■,  .-  11  r  j  -1  ■.  .  l 
oootafTaproofnot  only  that  the  crisis  is  gi^atJ.  Unconsl.tulional  I  cannot  admit  it  to  be. 
not  only  that  there  is  the  probability  of  severe  That  a  Frivy  Councillor  should  state  to  bis 
suKring  from  the  scarcity  of  food ;  but  the  proof  Sovereign  what  course  under  very  peculiar 
that  we  are  ourselves  convinced  of  it.  It  appears  circumstances  he  was  prepared  to  pursue, 
to  me  that  the  suspension  of  the  Cora  Law  would  j  ^^^.  ^  „uconstitutionaL  A 
be  the  course  most  consistent  with  those  mstnic-  ri  l  ■  1.  >  j-  i- 
tions.  I  will  not  refer  to  the  preceding  discus-  "eer  has  a  nght  to  seek  an  audience  of 
nons  in  tbe  Cabinet;  but  the  issue  of  these  in-  Her  Majesty,  and  tender  his  advice;  a 
itructions.  placing  on  reeord  our  deliberate  con-  Privy  Councillor  has  a  right  to  do  so  also, 
vietion  as  to  the  powiblo  e.tcnt  of  tlie  evil  with  TrOe,  my  official  relation  to  Her  Majesty 
whichwe  have  to  contend  as  a  new  event.     By  v.j,„     '-    .,„j     l„„=. „!„„„„        v    :  .„. 

,■  _  ..     ,  t.:    _ -i I...  ™».  i„  nauterniinatea;  1  was  no  ion'rera  Minister, 

•otingnow,  the  hipsc  of  time  since  we  last  mot  in  n  -        n  -11    ^t  -      jr 

Cabinet  would  he  accounted  for.     I  am  prepared  but  being  a  Trivy  Councillor  I  conceived  I 

imooe  to  take  the  responsibility  of  nispending  bad  a  perfect  right  tointimato  to  Her  Ma- 

tbeUwby  an  Order  in  Council,  or  of  oaUing  Par-  jegty — j  did  it  with   a  view  of  preventing 

S'°"^*5L""'.7''Tl'^"'i2'"'^'^"^"^'?^^  embarrossment— hoving    advised    certain 
Speeoh  from   tbe  Throne  Iho  suspension  of  the  ■_     '       1.        °  j  . 

law,    loonMolfroromxwiirnoneorthedfflleultiei  measures,  having  been  prepared  to  propose 

IbM  atlMMl  a  nupeniioTi  of  the  law.    SuspenaioB  thcin  as  a  Mioister,  I  bad  ft  right  to  itats 
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vhat  thoae  meiuurcB  Tcre,  and  that,  as  a 
private  Member  of  Parliament,  I  would 
give  to  them  a  cordial  support.  Aud  what 
were  the  circumstancea  under  which  that 
assurance  waaconveTed?  Myhon.  Friend 
says  that  I  prevented  the  formation  of  a 
Conservative  Government — of  a  Protection 
Government,  I  mean.  I  did  no  such  thing. 
[Mr.  Banker:  What  1  said  was,  that 
jou  prevented  a  dissolution  of  Farlia- 
menl.]  The  circumstances  under  which 
1  wrote  that  letter,  which  my  hou.  Friend 
compUins  of  as  unconstitulional,  were  these 
— [Mr.  G.  Ba.vkes]  —  I  beg  pardon,  I 
did  not  say  unconstitutional.]  Oh,  then, 
the  whole  matter  falls  to  the  j^round.  [Mr. 
G.  Bankes  :  I  said  it  was  unprecedented 
and  dangeroun  as  an  example]  Well, 
that  is  very  like  unconstitutional.  An  huo. 
Member,  I  think,  told  the  House  that  he 
did  not  say  "  gross  exaggeration,"  but 
"  great  exaggeration;"  and  now  mr  hon. 
Friend  tells  us.  that  he  did  not  say  "  un- 
constitutional," but  "  unprecedented  and 
dangerous."  Unprecedented !  and  were 
not  the  circum stances  unprecedented  ?  I 
felt  it  my  duty — my  right  hou.  friends 
around  me  took  the  same  view,  and  felt  it 
their  duty — to  quit  Her  Majesty's  service; 
It  was  distinctly  intimated  to  me  that  thoae 
of  my  Colleagues  who  differed  from  me 
were  not  prepaml  to  foi'm  a  Goremmeut 
I^K'mselves,  nor  yet  to  advise  the  formation 
«f  a  Government  upon  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection; the  Dohle  Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell) 
and  Lord  Lansdowne  declined  to  undertake 
the  Guvcmnient,  until  they  had  an  assur- 
ance tliat  others,  who  might  be  presumed 
to  have  a  majority,  were  not  ready  to  un- 
dertake the  Government.  Uer  Majesty 
eent  for  the  nohte  Lord  opposite — the  noble 
Lord  was  in  a  minority  of  ninety — and  it 
was  proposed  by  Her  Majesty  to  him  that 
be  should  undertake  the  fonnalion  of  a 
Government.  The  circumstances  were  uu- 
lunal;  but  1  ask  any  roan  to  judge  whether 
under  such  circumstances  the  course  which 
I  took  ill  giving  an  assurance  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty that  the  measures  on  the  subject  of 
the  Com  Law  which  I  was  willing  to  pro- 
pose as  a  Minister,  I  would  cordially  sup- 
port as  a  private  Member  of  Parliament, 
was  either  justly  blameable  or  dangerous 
to  the  State  '(  Of  course  the  noble  Lord 
was  entitled  to  ask,  "  What  are  my  pros- 
pects, I  do  not  say  of  carrying  on  the  Go- 
Tcmment  permanently,  but  of  adjusting 
the  Com  Law  ?  Sotliing  could  induce  me 
to  undertake  it  excepting  the  prospect  of 
■access ;  what  is  the  support  1  may  ex- 
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pect?"  I  anticipated  any  such  qaestion, 
by  enabling  Her  Majesty  to  inform  the 
noble  Lord  of  the  course  I  had  myself  taken; 
and  as  others  were  not  prepared  to  form  a 
Goremment,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  intimat« 
to  Her  Majesty  that  I  would  cordially  sup- 
port.the  measures  I  had  advised  in  office. 
If  it  is  unprecedented,  it  is  because  the 
circumstances  are  unprecedented;  but  I  Me 
nothing  in  it  either  blameable  or  dangeroiu 
in  the  slightest  degree  as  an  example. 
But  my  hon.  Friend  says,  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  it  as  impeding  the  fonnalion  of  a 
protection  Government,  but  as  preventing 
a  dissolution  ;  and  my  hon.  Friend  and 
others  have  blamed  me  for  not  advising  a 
dissolution  of  Parliament.  In  my  opinion 
it  would  have  been  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  duty  of  a  Minister  to  advise  a  dis- 
solution of  Parliament  under  the  porticular 
circurastances  in  which  this  question  of  the 
Com  Law  was  placed.  ^V^ly  should  it  be 
so  utterly  impossible  for  this  Parliament  to 
deal  with  the  present  proposition  ?  After  ita 
election  in  1841,  this  Parliament  passed 
the  existing  Com  Law  which  diminished 
protection ;  this  Parliament  passed  the 
Tariff,  destroying  altogether  the  system  of 
prohibition  with  respect  to  food  ;  ^is  Par- 
Uament  passed  the  Canada  Com  Bill ;  why 
should  it  exceed  the  functions  of  this  Par- 
liament to  entertain  the  present  proposi- 
tion '.  But,  upon  much  higher  ground,  I 
would  not  consent  to  a  dissolution.  That 
indeed,  I  think,  would  have  been  "  a  dan- 
gerous precedent,"  for  a  Minister  to  admit 
that  the  existing  Legislature  was  incompe- 
tent to  the  entertainment  of  any  question: 
that  is  a  precedent  which  1  would  not  es- 
tabhsh.  NVhalovcr  may  have  been  the 
circumstances  that  may  have  taken  place 
at  an  election,  1  never  would  sauction  the 
view  that  any  House  of  Commons  is  incom- 
petent to  entertain  a  measure  which  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  wcU-being  of  the  aommn- 
uity.  If  you  were  to  admit  that  doctrine, 
you  would  shake  the  foundations  on  which 
many  of  the  best  laws  ffre  placed.  Why, 
that  doctrine  was  pn^undcd  at  the  time 
of  the  Union  between  England  and  Ireland, 
as  it  had  previously  been  at  the  time  of 
the  Union  between  England  and  Scotland; 
it  was  maintained  in  Ireland  very  vehe- 
mently ;  but  it  was  not  not  maintained  in 
this  country  by  Mr.  Fox.  It  was  slightly 
adverted  to  by  Mr.  Sheridan  at  the  dme 
when  the  message  with  regard  to  the 
Union  was  dcUvered.  Parliament  had  been 
elected  without  the  slightest  reason  to  be- 
lieve it  would  resolve  that  its  futtctiom 
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mre  to  be  ioBed  and  mixed  with  diose  of 
ftwrthw  Legidatnre,  namel;,  the  Irish 
Pkriumeat;  md  Hr.  Sheridan  slighttj 
hinted  it,  as  ftn  ohjectjon  to  the  compe- 
tency <^  Pariiament.  Mr.  Pitt  met  that 
objection,  at  the  outset,  in  the  following 
Mr.  Pitt  Bud— 


"  Tbe  ftnt  objectian  i>,  what  I  beard  alluded  to 
hf  tbe  bon.  Gentleman  opposite  to  me,  when  Hii 
liaJeatT'a  Msuage  was  brought  down,  namel;, 
tkat  tbe  Parliament  of  Irelaod  ia  inoompet«nt  to 
entertain  and  disouu  the  questioD,  or  rather,  to 
act  Bpon  tbe  meaanre  proposed,  without  having 
pmioual;  obtained  the  oonsent  of  the  people  of 
Wukd,  tbeir  conUitnente.  This  point,  Sir,  is  of 
■e  muoh  tmportanoe,  (hat  I  think  1  ought  not  to 
nSbr  tbe  opportuoitr  l«  past  without  illustrating 
more  fiiU;  what  I  mean.  If  this  priaDtple  of  the 
iaoompetenc;  of  Fu-liament  to  the  deoiaion  of  the 

n  be  adinitted,  or  if  it  be  contended  tiiat 

t  baa  no  legitimate  nuthority  to  diaeuu 
I  upon  it.  you  will  be  driven  (o  the  ne- 
reoogniiing  a  principle  tbe  moat  dan- 
la  that  ever  was  adopted  in  an;  ciriliied  State 
Q  the  principle  that  Parliament  cannot 
f  meainre  new  in  its  nature,  sod  of  great 

^ ^oe,  without  appealing  to  the  oonstituent 

and  delegating  aathont;  lor  direotiomi.  If  that 
dodrine  be  true,  look  to  what  an  extent  it  will 
oarrj  jou.  If  suob  an  argament  could  be  set  up 
and  maiatainod,  you  acted  witboot  anjr  legitimate 
autboritj  when  yon  crvoted  the  repreaentation  of 
tbe  Principality  of  Walei,  or  of  either  of  tbe  ooun- 
tie«  palatine  of  England.  Every  bwthat  Parlia- 
ment ever  made,  without  that  appeal,  either  ai  to 
it*  own  frune  and  cooititution.ai  to  the  quali&ca- 
tim  of  the  eleoton  or  the  elected,  aa  to  the  great 
■nd  fiUHUmeDtal  point  of  the  aucoession  to  thn 
Crown,  waa  a  breach  of  treaty  and  an  act  of  niur- 

Tben,  Mr.  Pitt  asked,  if  they  turned  to 
Ireland  henelf,  what  would  thej  say  to  the 
Froteitant  Parliament  that  destroyed  the 
eieliuiTe  Protestant  franchise,  and  ad- 
mitted tbe  Roman  Catholics  to  vote,  without 
any  fresh  appeal  t     Mr.  Pitt  went  on  : — 

"  Wliat  must  be  said  by  thoae  who  have  at  any 
tine  been  friends  lo  any  plan  of  Parliamentary 
Retorm,  and  porticulariy  aueb  aa  have  boon 


ir  may  have  been  thousbt  of 
eaiure.  I  never  beard  any 


the  propriety  of  tbe  meaiure. 
doubt  &[  the  competenay  of  Parliament  to  eoniidsr 
and  diecuBi  it.  Yet  I  de&  any  man  to  maintain 
tbe  principle  <^  those  irians,  without  contending 
that,  aa  a  Member  of  Partiament,  be  possesses  a 
right  to  concur  in  diafranrhising  those  who  aent 
hnn  to  Parliament,  and  to  select  others,  by  whom 
ba  was  Mtrieeted,  in  their  iteod.  I  am  sura  that 
■o  adBolent  diftinction,  in  point  of  prineiple,  can 
be socoeasftdly  nuuntoined  Kir  a  single  moment; 
Bor  abonld  I  deem  it  necessary  to  dwell  on  this 
point  in  tbe  manner  that  1  do  were  I  not  con- 
vinced that  it  is  connected  in  part  with  all  those 
ttim  and  dangerous  notioua  on  the  subjeet  of  Go- 
vemment  which  have  lately  beocme  too  prevalent 
in  tbe  worid." 

Mr.  Pitt  contended,  therefore,  that  Pariia- 
VOL.  LXXXV.    iJXi 
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ment  had  a  right  to  alter  the  succession 
to  the  Throne,  to  incorporate  with  itself 
another  Legislature,  to  disfranchise  its 
constituents,  or  associateothers  with  them. 
Why,  is  it  possible  for  a  Minister  now  to 
advise  the  Crown  to  dissolve  Pariiament, 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  incompetent  to 
entertain  the  question  what  this  country 
shall  do  with  the  Corn  Law  ?  There  could 
not  be  a  more  dangerous  example,  a  more 
purely  democraticaL  precedent,  if  I  may  so 
say,  than  that  this  Parliament  should  be 
dissolved  on  the  ground  of  its  incompe- 
tency to  decide  upon  any  question  of  tnis 
natnre.  I  am  open  to  the  charge,  there- 
fore, if  it  bo  one,  that  I  did  advise  Her 
Majesty  to  permit  this  measure  to  be 
brought  forward  in  the  present  Parliament. 
Now  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  matter 
of  mere  personal  character  brought  for- 
ward against  me;  there  is  no  one  part  of 
my  personal  conduct  of  which  I  am  not 
ready  to  give  a  full  explanation;  if  I  have 
omitted  any,  it  has  been  unintentionally, 
and  if  any  hon.  Member  has  any  Question 
to  put  to  me,  I  will  answer  it.  Then  I 
come  to  the  ques^on  itself — Is  it  for  the 
public  interest^ — is  it  advisable,  that,  under 
the  present  circumstances  of  this  country,  . 
in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  we 
should  now  either  refuse  to  modify  the  law, 
in  order  to  meet  the  case  of  Irish  distress, 
or  that,  having  modified  it,  we  should  have 
a  new  Corn  Law,  or  that  we  should  try  to 
adjust  permanently  this  question  ?  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last  says — 

"  Ton  might  have  dealt  with  moiie  and  nothing 
eln  1  maiie  is  tbe  &od  the  Irish  people  require, 
and  why  not  admit  maiie  and  nothing  else  V 

^^y>  if  you  want  to  undermine  this  Corn 
Law  effectually,  it  will  bo  done  by  taking 
such  a  course  as  that — by  holding  out  to  a 
people  suffering  under  severe  privation  that 
maise  is  food  good  enough  for  them,  and 
that  the  law  as  to  maize  shall  be  altered, 
but  that  as  to  wheat,  barley,  and  oats  yon 
will  not  permit  a  letter  of  the  law  to  be 
touched.  If  you  were  to  venture  to  make 
such  an  experiment  upon  public  opinion, 
you  would  rouse  a  storm  of  indignation 
against  the  law  you  attempted  to  maintain 
such  as  would  make  it  impossible  to  main- 
tain it.  And  what  is  it  you  would  do  with 
respect  to  maize  ?  There  is  a  duty  of  8f. 
on  it  now.  Our  doctrine  is,  that  the  Go- 
remment  cannot  support  the  people  of 
Ireland  ;  that  we  can  do  nothing  without 
earnest  local  exertions;  we  all  say  that 
those  local  exertions  ought  to  be  mode, 
that  the  duties  of  charity  are  imperative 
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ture,  has  protection  brought  you  to  thu — 
that,  Bpe&kingof  the^irictiltiuidlatMnirerB, 
a  large  portion  of  the  EriBh  people  are 
"  always  liTing  on  the  verge  of  deatitn- 
tioD  ?"  Is  it  tme,  "  that  there  has  been 
no  year  within  yonr  recollection  when  the 
same  statement  might  not  have  been 
made?"  Well,  be  it  aa  you  say.  Admit 
that  this  is  tho  permaDent,  the  usual  state 
of  Ireland — does  that  afford  any  Btrang 
argument  for  the  maintenance  of  the  ex- 
isting Com  Laws?  But  you  will  answer, 
if  that  has  been  the  permanent  state  of 
Ireland,  why  did  not  you  introduce  this  mea- 
sure before?  Surely,  however,  that  is  no 
reason  against  outdoing  it  now.  You  are 
so  pressed  by  the  force  of  the  argument, 
that  the  only  answer  you  can  make  is, 
"  Why  did  you  not  do  it  before  ?"  Well, 
no  doubt  we  might  have  done  it  before. 
Perhaps  we  have  neglected  at  former  pe- 
riods our  duty;  but  is  that  any  reason  why 
we  should  neglect  it  at  present?  If  yon 
have  a  potato-fed  people,  and  consequently 
many  millions  depending  on  the  supply  of 
an  article  of  food  hke  the  potato,  subject 
to  such  diminution  of  quantity  and  dete- 
rioration of  quality  as  wc  bare  been  visited 
with  in  this  year — if  that  he  the  permanent 
state  of  Ireland,  does  it  not  afford  a  para- 
mount reason  for  attempting  to  effect  some 
permanent  change,  and  not  merely  supply- 
ing a  temporary  remedy?  I  think  to  do 
nothing  would  be  impossible.  To  modify 
the  existing  law— to  propose  as  a  perma- 
nent system  such  a  cliangc  in  the  law  aa 
that  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Southampton  (Mr.  Mildmay)— «  sliding- 
Bcole  for  three  years  and  then  a  fixed  duty 

such  a  change  as  that  would  only  en- 
courage  agitation  on  the  one  hand,  while 
by  the  agricultural  body  it  would  be  re- 
ed with  scorn — laughed  at — scouted. 
h  an  arrangement  would  effect  no  good, 
produce  no  benefit.  Then  what  ia  left  ?  Is 
there  any  altemadve  but  trying  to  lay  the 
foundation  for  an  ultimate  adjustment,  by 
repealing  those  laws  ?  My  firm  conviction 
'  1,  that  it  is  for  tho  interest  of  all,  of  the 
agricultural  interest  in  particnhir,  that  this 

the  present  state  of  affairs  is  the  safest 
course.  The  hon.  Member  for  Newark 
asked  me  repeatedly  whether  I  meant  to 
min  the  agriculturist  iulereat?  Sir,  I  at- 
tach the  utmost  importance  to  the  prospe- 
rity of  the  agricultural  interest.  ["  Oh!" 
and  tronicol  cheert  from  the  protection 
benche».'\  Why,  I  don't  know  for  what 
reason  I  havo  not  as  much  right  to  feel  an 
intoreat  in  the  pnwperity  of  ^ricnltora  m 
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though  they  cannot  be  legally  enforced, 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  landlords  of  Ire- 
land, and  of  all  classes  posBessing  pro- 
perty, to  co-operate  with  us  in  mitigating 
the  evils  of  this  great  calamity.  It  is  al' 
very  well  for  us  to  pay  the  duty  upoi 
maize  or  oats,  paying  with  one  hand  an< 
taking  with  the  other,  as  we  distribute  i 
to  the  people  ;  but  what  are  we  to  say  ti 
those  whom  we  are  inciting  to  acts  o 
charity  ?  Arc  wc  to  say  to  them,  that 
potatoes  are  failing,  and  other  food  must 
be  supplied,  but  that  they  shall  pay  an  Bs. 
duty  upon  maize,  and  an  18*.  upon  wheat, 
and  there  shall  be  no  relaxation  of  that  law? 
Say  what  jou  will,  about  this  Irish  dis- 
tress, mitigate  it  as  much  as  you  please — 
do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  (even 
with  the  extent  to  which  you  cannot  deny 
that  it  exists),  to  vote  half  a  miUion  of 
money  from  the  English  Treasury  for  the 
support  of  the  Irish  people,  and  to 
Irish  proprietors  to  acts  of  charity,  i 
the  purchase  of  food  for  the  support  of  the 
famishing  people  ;  and  yet,  in  the  face  of 
every  country  in  Europe  that  is  at  this 
moment  threatened  with  acareity,  Holland 
and  Belgium,  the  Russian  provinces,  and 
within  these  four  or  five  days  tho  whole 
kingdom  of  Bavaria,  and  after  they  have 
adopted  that  which  the  heart  of  every  man 
tells  him  is  the  natural  precaution  to  take, 
namely,  the  removal  of  mipedimcnts  to  the 
free  import  of  food  ;  yet,  say  that  you  will 
make  no  rehixation  whatever  in  the  existing 
Com  Laws?  Ibclievetbat  would  be  hardly 

KBsible.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
ember  for  the  University  of  Dublin  {Mr. 
Shaw]  says  he  cannot  deny  that  there  does 
exist  a  great  scarcity  in  Ireland.  I  took 
down  his  words.      What  said  he  ?     He 


"  I  cannot  denj  that  there  is  a  preat  acarritv, 
and  alio  that  ther«  is  grest  danger  of  diwiuw ;  but 
these  are  commeu  tbuigs  in  Ireland — thU  is  tho 
nonoal  aUto  of  Ireland.  A  targe  portion  of  the 
Irish  people,"  aaid  be,  "  are  always  liring  on  the 
verge  of  deititution.  There  has  been  no  year  in 
IDJ  Tecollection  when  the  tume  atMemenC  u  to 
diaeaM  might  not  be  made." 
WeQ,bcitso;  that,  you  will  say,  goes  some 
way  to  nullify  the  argument  in  favour  of 
the  present  proposition.  13ut,  in  the  face 
of  that  declaration,  will  you  tell  me  that 
this  is  a  labourer's  question  ?  Will  you 
•ay  that  the  maintenance  of  protection  is 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Irish  agricultural 
labourer,  if  protection  has  brought  him  to 
diis?  In  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
which  is  almost  exclusively  agricultural, 
which  nay  be  Mud  to  depend  on  agrieiil- 
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•Bf  of  those  who  received  tbst  sentiment 
with  scorn.  Why.  what  possible  interest 
COD  1  h&re  to  injure  th»t  interest  ?  I  at- 
tach the  utmost  unportance  to  it.  1  think, 
for  great  political  reasons,  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  the  agricoltanl 
interest  should  have  great  weight  and  au- 
thoritjr  in  the  government  of  this  countrj. 
I  think,  with  Burke,  that  land  is  the  safeat 
haais  of  political  power.  Ho  sajs,  "  All 
the  writers," — and  he  quotes  Aristotle  aa 
■peaking  of  the  Grecian  States,  and  Cicero 
u  speaking  of  Rome—"  All  the  writers  on 
politics  have  attached  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  land,  and  have  declared  that  it  ia 
the  safest  basis  of  a  sound  and  permanent 
Government."  I  concur  in  that  opinion, 
tnd  deeply  should  I  deplore  the  day  when 
tha  Uoded  interest  of  this  countrj  should 
be  excluded  from  its  full  share  in  its  coun- 
cils and  legislation.  But  Burke  adds, 
with  equal  truth,  that,  fortunately  for  this 
eoontry,  land  has  directed  its  councils,  the 
reason  being  that  the  landed  aristocracy 
and  the  landed  proprietors  have  never  been 
aa  a  class  dissociated  from  the  general  in- 
terest, hut  subjecting  themselves  to  the 
inflnence  and  the  progress  of  public  opinion, 
and  proving  their  unity  of  interest  with  all. 
Why,  that  is  just  the  question.  By  what 
means  shall  we  secure  the  continuance  in 
the  just  influence  of  tbo  landed  intorost  of 
this  country?  Is  it  by  maintaining  your 
privileges  on  the  ground  of  the  exclusion  of 
food?  ["No!"]  Well, then, onthegioundof 
taxation  on  the  importation  of  foreign  com? 
I  will  call  it  by  which  name  you  wish  ;  it 
is  not,  certainly,  the  "  exclusion"  of  food. 
But  the  question  is,  will  it  more  conduce 
to  the  permanent,  just,  and  legitimate  in- 
fluence of  the  land  in  this  country  that 
these  Com  Laws  should  at  length  bo  re- 
pealed, or  that  they  should  be  continued  in 
all  their  integrity  ?  Now,  my  firm  convic- 
tion— accuse  me  of  treachery  if  you  please 
— is,  that  joa  will  fortify  and  maintom  the 
influence  of  the  land  by  this  arrangement, 
rather  than,  in  the  present  state  of  public 
feeling,  by  pertinaciously  insisting  on  main- 
taining tbe  present  laws.  Look,  for  ex- 
ample, ot  the  tax  on  butter.  Tliat,  at  any 
rste,  is  not  ft  tax  of  400  or  500  years' 
■tanding.  The  taxes  on  butter  and  cheese 
were  introduced  within  a  few  years.  Why 
should  the  removal  of  those  taxes  be  con- 
strued into  any  assault  on  the  privileges  of 
the  landed  interest  ?  Let  us  consider  the 
bearing  of  diis  question  of  the  Com  Laws 
on  the  great  interests  of  this  country,  upon 
^e  land  and  the  landed  aristocracy,  uie  1^- 
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timate  influence  of  which  I  hope  to  see  main- 
tained for  ever.  Wehavetodealwithapopu- 
lationwhichbythelastcensus,  that  of  1841, 
consisted  of  about  19,000,000  people. 
[An  bon.  MEUiiEa  :  Twenty-seven.]  I  am 
excluding  Ireland  ;  if  I  were  to  mclude 
Ireland  in  my  present  calculation  I  should 
greatly  fortify  my  position.  In  this  coun- 
try we  have  19,000,000  of  people.  Now, 
how  arc  they  divided  ?  You  have  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  or  connected  with  the  agri- 
cultural interest  about  1,500,000,  not  in- 
cluding women  and  children;  of  landed 
proprietors,  farmers,  and  occupiers  of  land, 
and  persons  above  and  under  twenty  years 
of  age,  employed  in  agriculture,  about 
1,500,000;  you  have  of  labourers  engaged 
in  other  occupations  about  761,000,  includ- 
ing all  those  classes  who  labour  in  mines 
and  quarries,  and  bu  on ;  of  persons  engaged 
in  trade  and  manufactures,  including  all 
tbo  commercial  and  manufacturing  classes, 
you  have  3,111,000;  2 00; 0 00  persons  be- 
longing to  the  learned  professions,  includ- 
ing educated  persons  following  misceUa- 
neous  occupations;  511,000  persons  inde- 
pendent or  living   on  their  fortunes;  and 
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just  considering  what  a  vast  proportion  of 
that  great  mass  of  people,  19,000,000  al- 
together—what a  vast  proportion  of  that 
moss  consists  of  people  who  earn  their  sub- 
sistence by  manual  labour,  and  must  sub- 
sist upon  wages  under  30g.  a  week  ?  And 
just  consider  how  taxation,  wholly  apart 
from  tbe  tax  on  food — just  consider,  I  say, 
how  taxation  for  the  State  presses  on  that 
class  of  tbe  community.  You  raise  about 
32,000,0001.  of  taxes  by  the  Customs  and 
Excise.  Take  those  articles  which  enter 
into  the  consumption  of  a  family,  the  head 
of  which  earns  less  than  30<.  a  week.  I 
have  returns  here  of  those  articles  which 
are  in  weekly  use  by  famUics  of  that  cloBB. 
Now,  what  are  these  articles,  independent 
of  bread?  They  are  butter,  cheese,  a  little 
meat,  bacon,  lard,  candles,  soap,  and  a 
little  tobacco.  Hardly  any  one  of  tho^e 
articles  is  free  from  being  taxed.  Let  us 
see  what  is  the  influence  of  taxation  on 
that  class  of  the  community.  It  is  inovi- 
table,  with  a  system  of  indirect  taxation, 
that  they  must  pay  heavily;  but  I  know, 
if  the  burden  presses  unjustly  upon  them, 
it  is  from  no  wont  of  sympathy  on  the  part 
of  the  gentlemen  of  England;  it  is,  how- 
ever, inevitable :  we  must  raise  a  great 
part  of  our  taxation  by  indirect  taxes,  and 
the  burden  will  be  unequally  distributed. 
You  have,  And  my  beUef  is,  that  you  have 
12 
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established  a  just  claim  to  the  confidence 
and  the  gratitude  of  tbiB  country,  rclicTed 
those  classes  to  some  extent.  You  did 
take  upon  vourselves  the  burden  of  rusing 
5,000,000(.  a  year  bj  means  of  the  In- 
come Tax,  not  only  to  supply  a  deficiency, 
but  to  relieve  the  labouring  classes  from 
some  of  the  taxation  that  pressed  too  hea- 
vily upon  them.  In  order  that  I  may  be 
perfectly  accurate,  I  vill  here  state,  from 
documents  which  I  hold  in  my  band,  tbe 
actual  consumption  of  a  labourer,  earning 
lOs.  a  week  in  summer,  and  9«.  a  week  in 
winter,  be  having  a.  wife  and  one  child. 
This  is  on  actual  return  of  the  consumption 
of  this  one  individual  and  his  family.  He 
bought  four  gallons  of  bread — but  put  that 
out  of  the  quesion  at  present — he  bought 
IJtb.  of  cheese,  some  bacon,  some  salt 
meat,  some  butter,  some  tea  and  sugar, 
some  candles,  and  some  soap.  Now,  with 
the  exception  of  candles,  the  duty  on  which 
was  removed  very  recently,  all  these  things 
are  taxed.  By  the  TarifF  now  proposed, 
we  remove  the  duty  from  bacon  and  from 
•alt  meat,  and  we  diminish  the  duty  on 
butter  and  on  cheese.  Can  you  repent 
that  1  have  made  that  proposi^on  ?  The 
man  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  a  child. 
The  widow  earned  4«.  Qd.  a  week,  and  the 
guardians  allowed  her  1(.  Sd.  for  the  child; 
and  this  was  her  weekly  expenditure — 
rent.  Is.  6d.;  candle  and  soap,  ihd.; 
butter,  2^d.;  tea,  l^d.;  sugar,  2d.;  and 
with  ber  expenditure  for  bread  she  was 
left  with  only  U.  8d.  for  firing,  shoes, 
clothes,  &.C.,  all  of  which  it  was  veiy  diffi- 
cult for  her  to  buy  out  of  that  sura  of 
Is.  8d.  Even  in  that  cose  the  soap  and 
the  candles,  the  butter,  the  tea,  and  the 
sugar,  all  were  taxed.  Now,  Sir,  let  me 
take  the  case  of  a  Yorkshireman  spending 
more  money,  living  on  better  fare,  and 
earning  more  wages.  This,  too,  is  a 
(on^  fide  return  of  actual  expenditure. 
This  nuin  earned  15*.  or  16«.  a  week,  out 
of  which  he  spent  14*.,  and  the  expendi- 
tnro  was  thus — meat,  2s.;  sugar,  7i. ; 
cheese,  7d.;  soap  and  candles,  S\d,;  but- 
ter, 8d.:  tea  and  coffee.  Is.  6d.;  and  oat- 
meal, 7Jd.,  making  altogether  6s.  3d. 
What  was  the  expenditure  of  that  man  for 
wheat  flour  ?  No  less  than  8s.  a  week  ont 
of  14s.  Every  week  he  had  to  buy  three 
■tone  of  flour,  which,  for  the  lost  few  years, 
had  ranged  at  2s.  Sd.  a  stone.  Six  shil- 
lings he  spent  upon  all  other  necessaries, 
but  wheat  constituted  the  great  part  of  his 
expenditure — on  wheat  flour  he  was  com- 
pelled to  spend  more  than  one-half  of  his 


L»portatio»  Report.        232 

w^es.  Now,  supposing  the  abolition  of 
the  law  were  to  cause  some  reduction  in 
the  price  of  wheat  floor — just  ask  your- 
selves this — suppose  it  does  cause  soma 
rcducUon,  are  you  not  most  materially 
adding  to  the  comfort  and  the  enjoyment 
of  those  classes  ?  This  is  by  for  the 
most  important  aspect  under  which  you  can 
view  the  question.  I  know  the  real  sym- 
pathy you  have  for  the  condition  of  the 
working  classes.  I  do  not  agree  with  those 
who  throw  imputations  upon  your  hnma- 
nity.  I  know  that  the  gentlemen  of  Eng- 
land arc  most  sincere  in  their  sympathy 
for  the  sufiering  of  the  poor,  and  earnestly 
desire  to  better  their  condition.  I  know 
that  that  desire  actuates  you  as  much,  if 
not  more,  than  any  other  class  of  the  com- 
munity; and  I  ask  you  to  consider  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  working  man,  which  I  have 
laid  before  you.  You  cannot  increase  di- 
rect taxation  with  any  advantage — I  be- 
lieve you  would  if  you  could.  You  raise 
7,000,0001.  hy  stamps,  5,OO0,OO0(.  by  the 
Income  Tax,  and  4,000,0001.  by  the  assess- 
ed taxes.  You  may  add  to  the  Income 
Tax  without  at  all  benefiting  the  poor, 
as  there  are  limits  to  this  direct  tax- 
ation. You  may  carry  the  tax  upon 
capital  to  too  greot  an  extent,  and  although 
it  falls  ot  first  upon  the  rich,  it  would  end  by 
more  seriously  injuring  the  poor  than  indi- 
rect taxation.  Adam  Smith  says,  "  The 
first  maxim  with  respect  to  taxation  is, 
that  every  man  shall  contribute  to  the 
taxation  of  the  State  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  property  he  enjoys  under  th« 
protection  of  the  State."  Now,  are  you 
able  to  apply  that  maxim  to  the  case  of 
the  Yorkshireman  whose  expenditure  I 
have  given  you  ?  I  much  doubt  whether 
taxation  does  not  fall  much  heavier  on  his 
class  than  upon  us.  The  poor  cannot  re- 
sort to  other  countries  where  the  scale  of 
taxation  is  less  than  here.  They  are  fixed 
as  it  were  to  the  soil.  They  are  tied  to 
the  labour  frvm  which  they  derive  their 
subsistence,  and  undoubtedly  taxation  falls 
more  heavily  upon  them  than  upon  na.  If 
you  increase  the  assessed  taxes,  or  the 
stamp  duties,  or  the  income  tax,  it  does 
not  follow  that  you  will  benefit  the  la- 
bourer. Indirect  taxation  may  be  more 
beneficial  than  <Urect  taxation;  bnt  look 
how  many  of  the  articles  which  enter  into 
the  consumption  of  the  poor  roan  are  hea- 
vily taxed;  and  then  comes  the  question  of 
bread,  the  expcnditore  oa  which  consists  of 
more  than  one-half  of  his  income.  When 
yon  say  there  will  be  a  rediietion  ia  Iht 
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price  of  oom,  and  that  tha  danger  is  there 
will  he  Bome  reduction  in  rent  aa  a  coiue- 
qoenca,  jou  certainlj  have  no  eynipathjr 
for  thoee  with  whom  com  conititutes  the 
pva,Ux  part  of  their  weekly  eipensea. 
The  notue  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  re- 
quired me  to  state  what  was  my  calculation 
with  respect  to  the  fatnre  price  of  com, 
Weil,  I  have  repeatedly  declmed;  and  I 
know  not  how  it  u  possible  for  any  hnmau 
bein^  to  make  a  catenlstion  vitb  regard  to 
the  probable  price  of  com  hereafter.  But 
the  noble  Lord  said,  "  Well,  if  you  will 
not  answer  that  qneetion,  there  is  another 
qoeation  which  yon  shall  answer,  and  to 
vhidi  I  pin  you."  In  1S35  the  price  of 
wheat,  on  the  average  of  the  year, 
39(.;  and  the  noble  Lord  says,  "  I  insist 
upon  your  telling  me  what  would  have 
been  tbe  price  at  which  foreign  com  might 
have  been  imported,  supposing  there  had 
been  no  duty  upon  com  in  the  year  1835." 
I  say  to  the  noble  Lord,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  there  wonld  have  been 
a  reduction  in  the  price  of  com;  I  am  not 
prepared  to  admit,  aa  a  necessary  conse- 

rsnee,  that  if  there  had  been  established 
s<Hne  time  previouHly  a  free  trade  in 
corn,  there  necessarily  voold  have  been  in 
the  year  1835  a  lower  prioo  than  39*. 
That  is  my  answer,  which  the  noble  Lord 
thinks  a  monstrous  one,  becanse  the  noble 
Lord  has  got  a  list  of  some  few  cargoes  of 
com  bought  at  Duittic  and  otiier  places, 
and  brought  into  this  conutry  at  a  profit 
for  less  than  39j.  [Lord  0.  Bextinck  : 
They  were  returns  which  I  read.  ]  I  do 
not  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  return,  but  I 
•ay  it  is  completely  beside  the  question. 
It  is  no  sort  of  proof  whatever,  because  in 
1635  some  cargoes  of  com  were  brought 
liere,  baring  cost  at  Dantxic  2Qs.,  that  if 
you  had  established  a  permanently  free 
trade  in  com,  the  price  of  wheat  in  this 
country  would  necessarily  have  been  below 
39j.  1  will  give  the  noble  Lord  my  rea- 
son for  maintaining  my  proposition  in  op- 
position to  his.  I  say  there  is  no  arguing 
rrom  the  price  of  corn  upon  the  Continent 
in  any  given  year,  when  the  market  of 
this  couDtrr  was  not  fully  and  fairly  open 
to  importation;  and  as  the  noble  Lonl  says 
he  reliei  upon  Pariiamcntary  returns,  I 
also  will  rely  upon  Parliamentary  returns. 
You  sent  Mr.  Jacob,  a  man  of  great  know- 
ledge and  great  experience  with  respect  to 
the  Com  Law,  in  1827,  to  tbe  Continent 
to  report  upon  the  state  of  foreign  com, 
and  you  find  in  Mr.  Jacob's  report  this 
princi^  laid  down.     He  says  :— 


"  In  ooDseqoenca  of  jour  eictading  foreign  com 
b;  jour  high  duties,  ttuire  i\M  been  on  nccumula- 
tion  of  corn  in  naaj  foreign  jnoiteta." 

He  then  saya  : — 

"  It  la  this  soDumulation  whiflh  deprewee  tha 
■grioultunj  inlereKt,  bj  the  euggerftted  represen- 
Ution  of  ita  ucount  when  ve  have  an  abundant 
harvest,  and  by  the  too  rapid  influx  whenever  (be 
harreita  ue  deBoieut." 

I  cannot  think  that  in  the  years  1822  and 
1823  wheat  could  have  sunk  so  low  aa  38*, 

Sier  quarter,  if  the  porta  had  been  ope  nto 
Qreign  grain,  ana  the  surplus  of  conti- 
nental Europe  had  been  sent  to  this  coun- 
try as  it  was  required. 

"  The  penning  up  of  ir heat  (continue*  Mr.  Jai-ob) 
in  countries  of  small  extent  soon  creatca  ■  glut  in 
Buah  countries,  although  the  quantit}-reallj  accumn- 
lated  there  maj  bo  very  minute,  and  such  as,  if  dis- 
tributed bare,  would  produce  no  lenrible  decline  in 
price.  A  few  thousand  quarters  of  wheat,  (or  iu- 
stonce,  in  Uolslcin,  Mecklenborgh,  or  Denmark, 
for  which  there  was  no  foreign  market,  would  reduce 
tbe  price  even  below  (he  half;  the  seller  mnst  take 
what  is  oBend,  and  the  reluctant  buyer  will  ofler 
a  very  low  rale.  A  amoU  uJe  fixes  tiu  price  in 
such  oases." 

And  that  is  the  true  state  of  the  case.  I 
apprehend  that  if  you  encourage  produc- 
tion abroad  by  the  hope  of  an  extravagant 
price,  and  a  good  harvest  causes  a  great 
accumulation  on  the  Continent,  then  you 
will  have  wheat  at  a  very  low  price;  the 
needy  seller  will  sell,  and  the  cunning 
buyer  will  buy,  and  there  will  be  profit 
though  the  price  be  very  low;  and  the 
noble  Lord  argues  that  this  ejoeption  is 
the  universal  rule,  and  that  under  a  free 
trade  the  price  of  corn  will  necessarily  fall. 
I  differ  from  tbe  noble  Lord,  and  tiiat  is 
my  reason  for  saying  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  if  you  open  the  poits, 
and  have  a  regular  dealing  in  com  with 
foreign  markets,  it  will  necessarily  follow 
that  the  price  of  com  will  be  below  39t, 
As  the  noble  Lord  has  referred  to  returns, 
ly  also  refer  to  tbem.  The  Consuls  in 
tbe  different  coru-producing  countries  were 
required  to  stato  what  quantity  of  com,  of 
each  kind,  could  be  exported  to  England 
&om  the  country  in  which  they  resided,  if 
the  trade  in  com  was  made  constantly  free 
a  moderate  duty.  What  is  the  answer 
of  the  Consuls  ?  The  general  average  of 
price  40».  6d.,  free  on  board.  The  general 
average  of  freight  4t,  9|(f.  The  average, 
free  on  board,  of  wheat,  from  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  was  calculated,  by  the  British  Con- 
sul, to  be  39f.  Id.:  freight  irom  4s.  6d.  to 
5r.  At  Dantiic,  the  price  of  wheat,  in  all 
ordinary  years,  the  ports  of  England  being 
open,  was  calculated  at  40*.,  and  the  price 
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of  ^ight  from  3s.  Sd.  to  4t.  I  am  not 
including  now  the  prices  of  landing  and 
shipment  in  this  country.  I  om  only  speak- 
ing of  the  average  price  of  wheat  and  the 
average  freight.  The  price  at  Stettin  was 
calculated  at  40».,  freight  from  4s,  to  5s.;  at 
Hamburgh,  35a.  foiSg. ,  freight  from  2s.  6d. 
to  5s.  6d.  Relying,  then,  upon  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Jacul),  that  if  you  obstruct  the 
trade  in  com  there  will  be  occasional  ac- 
cumulations and  very  depressed  prices,  and 
that  you  will  bavo  the  means  of  bringing  It 
into  the  market  on  account  of  the  accumu- 
lation at  a  low  rate,  and  relying  also  upon 
tho  returns  of  your  own  Consuls  as  to 
wliat  would  bo  tho  probable  cost  of  wheat 
in  this  country  free  on  board,  and  the  pro- 
bable freight,  provided  there  was  free  ad- 
miasion^ — relying  upon  these  two  Parlia- 
mentary Returns,  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Jacob,  and  the  facts  furnished  by  tho  Con- 
suls, I  again  repeat  that  1  am  not  prepared 
to  admit  that,  with  a  free  trade  in  com, 
the  price  of  wheat  would  be  reduced  below 
the    39s.   5d.   which    it  bore  in   the   year 

1835.  What  was  the  fact  ?  In  the  year 
1822,  of  which  Hr.  Jacob  speaks,  and  in 
tiie  year  1835,  you  hod  no  foreign  import 
whatever;  you  had  completely  excluded 
foreign  com:  it  was  not  foreign  competi- 
tion that  depressed  your  prices;  but  with 
Aill  protection  you  had  in  1822  a  price  of 
38i.,  and  in  1835  a  price  of  39s.  There 
is  no  pretence  for  saying  that  the  price  of 
foreign  wheat  had  depressed  prices  here. 
In  1832  you  moved  for  a  Committee  on 
agricidtural  distress.  It  was  stated  that 
tho  agricultural  interest  was  suffering  so 
Boverely  that  it  was  necessary  to  inquire 
what  remedies  could  be  applied ;  and, 
therefore,  observe,  the  complete  exclusion 
of  foreign  com  does  not  ensure  you  cither 
from  depression  in  price,  or  from  severe 
agricultural  distress  requiring  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Parliamentary  Committee.  Then, 
in  1835,  the  other  year  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  referred,  you  had  no  foreign  competi 
tion;  you  bad  a  price  of  39s.  Id.;  but  the 
depression  of  price  was  entirely  caused  by 
the  abundance   of  your  own  harvest.     In 

1836,  following  the  example  of  1822- 
being  impossible  to  allege  that  foreign 
com  had,  in  either  case,  depressed  your 
.price  or  caused  your  distress — in  1836,  as 
in  1832,  a  Parliamentary  Committee  was 
appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
what  remedy  could  be  applied  to  agricul- 
tural distress.  1  hare  b^n  att«mpting  tc 
■bow,  looking  at  the  population,  look- 
ing at  the  beanngs  of  taxation,  what  im- 
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mense  masses  of  people  depend  for  the 
subsistence  of  their  femilies  upon  their 
weekly  earnings  —  taking  those  weekly 
earnings  at  less  than  30«. — what  enormous 
masses  there  are  in  this  country  who  so 
earn  their  subsistence,  and  to  whom  the 
price  of  wheat  is  of  the  utmost  importance 

their  domestic  economy.  1  have  shown 
u  that  it  constitutes  more  than  one-half 

the  expenditure  in  those  cases  where 
wheat  is  consumed;  and  I  ask  you,  conld 
you  do  anything  more  to  benefit  the  social 
condition  of  ^at  class  than  give  them  an 
e  that  they  shall  have  wheat  at  a 
moderate  price  in  this  country  ?  There 
might  he  a  great  depression  in  price;  bat 
if  free  trade  in  com  gives  you  a  guarantee 
against  such  low  prices  as  you  have  had 
under  protection,  a  guarantee  against  snch 
high  prices  as  you  have  also  had  under 
protection,  would  be  of  inestimable  advan- 
tage to  the  working  classes.  Suppose  the 
price  of  com  were  not  depressed  below 
50i.  or  below  54s.,  or  any  other  sum  that 
yon  can  name — if  you  take  a  guarantee,  by 
extending  the  sources  and  ranges  of  your 
supply,  that  it  should  not  rise  to  70«.  or 
80s.,  by  that  act  atone  you  wonld  be  con- 
ferring an  inestimable  advantage  on  the 
working  classes  of  this  country.  Surely, 
no  hon.  Gentleman  can  now  shore  in  the 
alarm  that,  by  widening  the  sources  of  sup- 

Sily,  we  shall  establish  a  dependence  on 
oreign  countries,  because  he  has  shown 
yon  that  the  more  you  extended  the  area 
from  which  yon  drew  cotton  and  indigo,  the 
more  you  reduced  the  price  and  equalised 
the  supply.  We  are  about  to  admit  maixe 
and  many  other  articles  of  subsistence  be- 
sides wheat.  Suppose  wheat  shoald  fail. 
If  you  suppose  that  foreign  countries  would 
enter  into  a  combination  not  to  give  us 
their  wheat,  atill,  by  the  law  which  we  pro- 
pose, we  should  have  maize  to  rely  upon, 
rice  to  rely  upon;  and  I  confess,  if  the 
two  Tariffs  shall  pass  and  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  1  think  it  impossible 
for  any  one  to  entertain  an  apprehension 
that,  by  any  combination  of  foreign  nations, 
wo  shall  be  in  danger  of  being  exposed 
to  an  enormous  rise  in  the  price  of  com. 
Taking  the  whole  of  these  measures  toge- 
ther, 1  do  not  apprehend  the  existence  of 
any  scarcity  from  a  reliance  upon  an  in- 
crease of  the  foreign  supply  of  com.  I 
have  hitherto  been  referring  to  tho  manu- 
facturing class;  and  1  think  Gentlemen  can- 
not deny  that  those  who  are  connected  with 
commerce  and  manufactures,  and  who  earn 
their  Eubnstence  by  their  daily  labonr — I 
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think  it  caosot  be  denied  that  they  have 
direct  nnd  imme^ate  interest  in  a  moderate 
price  of  wheat.  But  it  ma^  justly  be  said, 
that  to  their  interests  the  interests  of  the 
agricultural  classes  ought  not  to  be  s 
fieed,  I  admit  it — I  admit  it.  I  think 
the  position  of  the  farmer,  the  pOBition  of 
the  agricultural  labourer,  ought  to  be  a 
BiU>ject  of  equal  concern  at  least  with  that 
of  any  other  class  in  the  country;  and  if 
we  could,,irith  truth,  say  that  under  a  sys- 
tem of  protection  we  had  been  able  to  ex- 
hibit a  prosperous  and  contented  class  of 
agricultural  labourers  throughout  the  coun- 
try, then  I  should  bo  disposed  to  acknow- 
ledge that  you  bod  made  out  some  valid 
objection  to  the  proposed  change.  But, 
can  we  say,  with  truth,  that  throughout  this 
country  t^e  position  of  the  agricultural  la- 
bourers has  been  such  as  I  have  described  ? 
[Cohmel  SiBTHOBP  :  Yes.]  The  gallant 
Colonel  says  "yes."  I  aa;  no.  And  I 
irill  now  deal  with  that  position — that  the 
rate  of  wages  of  the  agricultural  labourer 
varies  with  the  price  of  food.  In  manu- 
fiuituring  districts,  I  again  say,  it  is  my 
firm  impression  that  his  wages  are  more 
likely  to  vary  inversely  to  the  price  of  food, 
than  directly.  I  am  prepared  to  contend, 
and  I  think  to  prove,  that  there  is  no 
direct  connexion  between  the  wages  of 
the  agricultural  labourer  and  tbo  price 
of  wheat.  [A  Member  :  Yes.]  If  there 
is,  then,  how  do  you  account  to  me  for 
this  1  It  the  wages  of  the  agricultural 
labourer  vary  directly  with  the  price  of 
wheat,  why  is  it  that  wages  are  8s.  in 
Wiltshire,  and  13».  in  Linoolnaliiro  ?  Take 
an  agricultural  county.  I  admit  that  in 
LincolnBhtra  wages  are  about  13^.  In 
Kent  too,  for  some  reason  or  other,  wages 
are  high — they  are  not  generally  less  than 
13«.  But  take  the  case  of  those  labourers 
who  are  most  removed  from  the  influence 
of  manufactures.  Take  Somersetshire, 
Dorsetshire,  Wiltshire,  Cornwall — take 
Devonshire  too.  In  the  first  place,  I  say 
that  aa  you  advance  from  purely  agricul- 
tural districts  to  manufacturing  districts, 
you  find  the  wages  of  the  agricultural  la- 
Donner  increased.  But  how  diieut  is  the 
sympathy  between  manufacturing  pros- 
perity and  agricultural  ?  The  fact  which 
jon  admit  is,  that  in  Somersetshire,  Dor- 
satabire,  Wiltshire,  Devonshire,  and  those 
counties  of  England  which  are  depending 
upon  agriculture,  wages  are  low;  and  in 
proportion  as  you  advance  to  Northampton^ 
■hire  and  the  midland  counties,  and  on  to 
.WarwickEhire,    Staffordshire,    Yorkshire, 


and  Lancaahire,  you  find  the  wages  of  the 
purely  agricultural  labourer  increase  as 
vou  approach  the  manufacturing  towns, 
la  not  this  a  very  strong  proof  that  the 
prosperity  of  manufactures  increases  the 
demand  for  agricultural  produce  ?  But 
see  the  position  of  the  agricultural  la- 
bourer, and  see  the  lesson  which  we  ought 
to  derive  from  the  gradual  increase  of  his 
wages.  Take  a  purely  agricultural  county 
— Dorsetshire,  Somersetshire,  or  other 
counties  in  the  south-west  of  England,  If 
there  is  any  direct  connexion  between  the 
rate  of  wages  and  the  price  of  wheat,  why 
are  wages  in  those  counties  at  the  existing 
rate,  and  why  are  they  13s.  or  lis.  in  the 
midland  counties  t  Because  great  skill  and 
industry  arc  employed  in  the  latter  dis- 
tricts. That  is  just  what  I  want  to  prove. 
I  am  trying  to  show  that  a  country  natu- 
rally not  fertile  may  bo  brought  into  fer- 
tility by  the  use  of  manure  and  the  appli- 
cation of  skill  and  capital,  and  that  the 
effect  of  these  is  the  same  as  that  produced 
by  the  approach  to  a  manufacturing  town 
— to  rmae  the  wages  of  the  agricultural 
labourer.  I  am  trying  to  show  that  there 
are  two  causes  of  a  high  rate  of  wages  for 
the  agricultural  labourer — the  application 
of  skill  and  capital,  as,  much  to  the  credit 
of  the  agriculturists  of  Lincolnshire,  those 
means  are  employed  in  Lincolnshire,  or  the 
approach  to  a  manufacturing  town.  [Co- 
lonel SlBTUOnp :  They  get  a  rcmunera- 
_  price  for  their  C""".]  A  remunerating 
price  for  their  com  !  There  is  as  remu- 
lerating  a  price  in  Wiltshire  and  Devon- 
shire as  in  Lincolnskiro.  In  those  counties 
the  farmer  has  equally  the  protecting  duty 
of  18s.;  at  present  that  does  not  vary,  but 
the  rate  of  wages  does.  The  gallant  Co- 
lonel must  see,  without  much  stress  upon 
his  logical  faculties,  that  there  is  some 
other  cause  for  the  variation  of  the  wages 
of  the  agricultural  labourer.  Well,  but 
how  can  we  say  that,  with  protection, 
the  position  of  the  agricultural  labourer,  in 
purely  agricultural  county,  is  one  which 
e  approve  of.  You  know  you  cannot. 
Do  you  not  admit  to  me  that  in  the  social 
condition  of  the  millions  in  the  manufac- 
turing districts,  who  earn  their  subsistence 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  the  price  of 
wheat  is  of  the  first  importance,  and  has 
me  on  object  of  the  deepest  interest  ? 
Have  you  read  the  Reports  on  the  Health 
of  Towns  ?  Arc  you  not  deeply  convinced 
that  some  effort  ought  to  he  made  to  im- 
prove the  social  condition  of  the  masses  of 
the  population,  who  earn  their  subBistence 
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in  tbe  tnanufactaring  towns  ? 
to  ine  that  the  firat  foundation  of  taj  such 
improvement  is,  that  there  should  be  abun- 
dance of  food.  You  may  talk  of  improving 
the  habits  of  the  working  classes,  intro- 
ducing education  amongst  them,  purifying 
their  dwellings,  improTiog  their  cottages  ; 
but  believe  me  the  first  step  towards  im- 
provement of  their  social  condition  is  an 
abundance  of  food.  That  lies  at  the  bot- 
tom of  all.  It  is  in  vain,  if  the  people  are 
suffering  under  scarcity,  or  if  any  appre- 
hension of  scarcity  prevails  ;  the  suffering, 
or  the  apprehension  of  it,  so  depresses  the 
spirits,  that  it  is  vain  for  you  to  inculcate 
lessons  of  cleanliDcss,  or  to  improve  dwel- 
lings, until  the  people  are  provided  with 
abundance  of  food.  The  experience  of 
the  last  three  years,  and  the  eiperience  of 
the  three  preceding  years,  has  taught  us 
a  lesson  which  we  ought  never  to  forget  as 
to  the  effects  upon  the  social  condition,  the 
moral  habits,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
working  classes,  of  an  abundance  of  food. 
Is  it  possible  to  resist  this  conclusion  from 
the  observations  that  have  been  made  ? 
In  a  purely  agricultnral  district,  is  it  pos- 
sillJe  to  say  tho  rate  of  wages  of  the  agri- 
cnttural  labourer  has  any  direct  connexion 
with  the  ratio  of  the  price  of  wheat  ? — 
[Ad  bon.  Hehbeb  :  Yes  I]  Well,  now  I 
wiU  demonstrate  that  it  has  not.  Observe, 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  may  not 
be  some  increase  in  wages  when  prices 
rise.  I  da  not  mean  to  say  that  when 
wheat  is  very  high,  there  is  not  an  occa- 
sional increase  of  wages  ;  but  I  think  I 
can  demonstrate  that  the  ralo  of  wages 
does  not  bear  any  proportionto  the  increase 
of  price  of  food.  1  have  here  a  return, 
and  I  will  quote  no  figures  which  I  am  not 
prepared  to  communicate  to  any  Gentle- 
man connected  with  the  counties  to  which 
they  refer.  They  are  the  best  test  of  the 
condition  of  the  labonrer,  and  communi- 
cate information  which  maybe  reUed  upon. 
I  will  take  the  variations  in  the  price  of 
wheat  from  the  year  1837  down.  I  ro- 
quested  to  have  on  account  made  up  from 
the  wages  actually  paid  to  agricultural  la- 
bourers on  particular  farms  from  1837  to 
1844  inclusive.  I  begin  then  with  the 
wages  of  agricultural  labourers  for  eight 
years,  from  1837  to  1844  inclnsiva,  in 
the  Sodbury  Union,  in  the  county  of 
Gloucester.  The  labourer  received  money 
as  well  as  beer.  Here,  then,  is  an 
account  of  the  wages  for  the  summer 
and  winter  weeks.  Since  1837,  the 
price   of   com   has    varied  very   much. 


Why,  in  the  present  year  it  ba*  varied 
from  45i.  Id.  to  58*.  3d.    I  wiD  re«d  the 
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Therefore,  the  price  of  wheat  bad  varied 
^m  70(.  %d.  to  50«.  \d.  within  this  period 
of  eight  years.  Now,  I  dare  say  you  will 
say,  as  writers  apon  poUtical  economy  have 
already  said,  that  the  nltimate  tendency  of 
wages  is  to  accommodate  ilaelf  to  the  price 
of  food.  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  btdieve 
it.  But  I  should  like  to  know  what  conso- 
lation it  would  be  to  the  poor  ^^cultnral 
labourer  to  be  told  that  the  increase  in  the 
price  of  com  would  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  his  wages  in  perhaps  a  period  of 
ten  years  >  What  consolation  is  it  to  tell 
him  in  1839,  that  although  he  paid  70*.  9>d. 
a  quarter  for  his  com,  he  might  be  able  to 
purchase  it  in  1843  for  50t.  \d.,  when  it 
was  likely  there  wonld  be  a  close  approxi- 
mation in  the  amount  of  his  wages  within 
that  year  ?  But  I  do  not  believe  that  there 
is  that  tendency.  I  tell  you,  now,  what  I 
think  is  more  natural,  namely,  a  tendency 
rather  to  substitute  potatoes  for  wheat 
among  the  people  of  this  country.  I  do 
not  mention  this  fact  with  a  view  of  using 
nonious  language  in  reply  to  acn- 
obserrations.  I  am  deling  witit 
matters  of  the  deepest  import.  The  allot- 
ment system  has  been  much  extolled ;  the 
adoption  of  which  has  been  very  extensively 
recommended  from,  I  admit,  the  most  be- 


nevolent motives.  Taking  individual  ci 
the  possession  of  small  allotments  is  no 
doubt  of  very  great  advantage  to  the  la- 
bourers. I  believe  that  every  one  admits 
that  within  certain  limits  the  greatest  ad- 
itago  would  be  conferred  upon  the  poorer 
classes,  by  the  adoption  of  this  system. 
That  it  would  give  them  great  comfort,  in- 
dependent of  the  physical  advantage  that 
they  would  derive  from  it.  It  would  also 
give  him  an  interest  in  the  soil,  a  heolthfiil 
occnpation,  and  by  making  him  a  landed 
proprietor,  it  would  give  him  great  social 
advantages.  But  after  all,  what  is  the 
tendency  of  such  a  system,  if  extensively 
carried  out  !  Is  it  not  to  create  a  kind  ^ 
Irish  peasantry,  by  the  substitution  for 
their  food  of  potatoes  for  wheat  ?  You 
will  find  that  this  would  be  the  case — that 
potatoes  would  be  svbstituted  for  wheatm 


341 


Ciatonu  and  Com 


Importation  R^iltrt, 


hnmA.  According,  then,  B8  thia  system 
increaMB,  yon  will  be  aIbo  increseing  the 
dangers  probftblj  of  Buch  calamities  as  the 
people  of  Ireland  are  now  Buffering  under, 
aldiongb,  no  donbt,  in  a  much  more  miti- 

Sted  state.  Now,  I  should  think  it  would 
a  Tery  great  calamity  indeed,  if  we  were 
to  aee  potatoes  used  here  instead  of  wheat. 
I  beliere  that  the  higher  the  hind  of  food 
is  which  we  introduce  among  the  labonrers, 
the  security  will  be  the  greater  for  their 
permanent  happiness  and  contentment. 
What  is  the  fact?  Just  in  proportion  to 
the  depressed  condition  of  the  labourers,  is 
there  a  t«>dencj  amongst  them  to  substitute 
potatoes  for  wheat.  The  labourer  who  has 
no  allotment  must  depend  for  his  subsis- 
tence upon  wheat  ahnost  eicluBively;  and, 
therefore,  the  greatest  proportion  of  his 
earnings  goes  for  the  purchase  of  wheat. 
The  possession  of  an  allotment  has  a  ten- 
dency, no  doubt,  to  improve  immediately 
the  condition  of  the  labourer ;  but  I  am 
only  speaking  of  the  danger  of  carrying 
this  system  out  to  a  very  great  extent,  by 
iodncing  the  substitution  of  potatoes  for 
wheat.  1  have  read  the  variations  of  the 
price  of  corn  for  several  years.  I  will  now 
refer  to  the  variations  in  the  price  of  labour. 
I  do  not  mean  that  these  quotations  are  the 
total  amount  of  wages,  becanse  in  harvest 
tone  there  are  always  some  additional  al- 
lowances made  ;  but  these  allowances  are 
made  in  every  year,  so  that  we  may  strike 
these  additions  altogether  out  of  our  consi- 
deration. In  tbe  union  to  which  I  have 
refieTTed,  the  price  of  wages  averaged  in 
Bomtner  9(.  a  week,  and  1«.  for  beer.  The 
total  average  per  week,  including  beer,  for 


■o  that  while  the  price  of  wheat  raried  from 
BOt.  Id.  to  70(.  M.,  the  price  of  wages  in 
the  same  union  within  a  hke  period  varied 
only  from  10<.  to  11<.  a  week.  From 
Blandford,  in  Dorsetshire,  we  had  this 
reply:— 

"  Tba  itabmmit  on  the  other  xiile  wss  giTen  me 
bf  fear  lUBtoent  yeomen.  It  ii  onlf  the  &nt-TM& 
laboonr  tkat  get*  9*.  in  these  parts,  unleis  at 
1  tiiDei,  imd  then  if  the  extra 
rbich  the  men  work  tt 


tbu.ee.  to  9*.  with,  the  best  u 


In  1837  the  price  of  wwet  w 

1838  

1839  

18*0  

18*1   

18*a  

1843  

184*  


Therefore,  whilst  the  price  of  com  had 
varied  from  70*.  %d.  to  51*.  Id.,  it  was 
48«.  6d,  in  1836  ;  wages  have  only  varied 
rom  7s.  to  &a,  a  week.  There  were  extra 
earnings,  such  as  piece-work,  harvesting, 
ice,  as  I  am  aware  ;  but  those,  for  the 
reason  I  have  given,  1  do  not  reckon;  they 
might  probably  amount  to  1«.  more  each 
week.  That  is  the  statement  of  one  of 
these  yeomen  near  Blandford.  Another 
farmer  sutes  that  wages  in  1837  were  7s, ; 
in  1838,  7».;  1839,  Ss.j  1840,  8s.;  1841, 
8jr.;  1842,  8*.;  1843,  8».;  1844,  8j».— a 
variation  of  only  1«.  in  the  rate  of  wages, 
notwithstanding  the  great  variation  in  the 
price  of  wheat  during  the  same  period.  I 
will  take  the  rate  of  wages  again,  in  Corn- 
wall :  from  the  Union  of  Bo<uiin,  a  person 

"  In  replf  to  yonr  letter  of  Um  8th  instant,  I 
beg  to  state  that  the  mt«  of  wages  in  this  union 
aot  Taried  from  1S3T  to  184*.  Labourers 
been  in  the  habit  of  recciting  8>.  or  S«.  per 
week,  during  the  whole  of  this  period.  Those  who 
hsTO  had  9i.  per  week,  have  been  supplied  with 
wheat  b;  their  emplojera  at  8f,  per  imperial 
buahel,  and  barlej'  >t  4«. ;  whilst  those  who  hsTe 
received  8j.  per  week  have  had  to  pay  Qt.  8d.  for 
wheat,  and  St.  id-  for  bsrlej,  whsterer  may  have 
price  of  grain." 

Then  from  Barnstaple  there  is  this  com- 
munication :  — 

I  have  inquired  of  several  fiirmers  residing  in 
various  parts  of  this  union  the  amount  of  agricul- 
tural wages  during  the  fears  1897  to  184*  inclu- 
and  have  ascertained  that,  in  general,  tba 
paid  was  8>.  a  week  ;  some  tew  &rmers  gt,w 
but  s  much  greater  amnber  onl/  7i,    !io  rise 
■11  appears  to  have  taken  place  during  the 
eight  years  in  question,  except  that  in  verj  dear 
8  employers  mpiilied  their  labourers 
a  reduced  price ;  but  1  un  inoliued  to 
think  that  they  were  not  very  numerous." 

I  will  now  take  East  and  West  Suffolk  ; 
and  first,  East  Suffolk  : — 

of  wages  in  this  noighhoorbood 

to  lOi.  a  week  from  183S  np  to 

.  and  within  Uuit  period  ttw  price 

ur  has  varied  from  Is.  Sd.  to  it.  1(U.  the 

of  U  lbs," 

That  is  to  say,  the  wages  iuereaaed  one- 
fifth,  while  the  price  of  flour  had  more  than 
doohled.   The  commanicatiDn  proceeded-^ 


has  been  fnxa  Si 
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"  The  aupplf  of  Labour  ia  g\Ktter  iian  the  de- 
niAnd  in  thin  neighbourhood,  and  the  price  of  la- 
bour is,  in  6»ct,  what  the  former  chooses  to  give  ; 
bat  he  inrarisbl;  nisei  hia  wages  and  lowera 
them  with  the  price  of  com,  though  never  in  the 
aame  proportions.  Consequently  tho  poor  are 
bettor  off  with  iow  tJian  with  liigh  prices.  You 
wili  at  ODce  see  that  S».  a  week  nilh  flour  at 
1».  M.  is  better  than  10».  a  week  with  flour  at 
2«.  lurf..  tuppoiing  the  niau'a  fiinuly  to  require 


>  offlou 


oeyy." 


Now,  that  IB  the  Blat«  of  tilings  in  East 
Suffolk.  Next  I  nill  give  you  West  Suf- 
folk.    The  writer  aaya— 

"  The  general  wages  paid  bj  the  farmers  of  this 
puish  haTe  fluctuated  from  Oi.  to  1  Ot.  per  week  ; 
bat  the  men  employed  at  task  work,  such  as 
thrashing,  Ac.,  have  earned  from  li.  to  3i.  per 
week  in  addition.  The  ramtion  in  the  rate  of 
wages  has  certainly  been  caused  by  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  price  of  com  :  bat  when  wheat  was 
gelling  at  20t.  per  coomb" — [a  coomb  is  half  an 
imperial  quarter]  —  "I  do  not  rtmcmber  that 
wap-B  were  below  9*.  per  week  :  and  when  Iho 
formers  were  realizing  S5t,  per  coomb,  lOi,  per 
week  was  generally  tho  amount  of  wages  given. 
The  result  of  my  eiperieuco  is,  therefore,  to  show 
that  although  wages  Buctuale,  in  a  Irifling  degree, 
with  the  price  of  com,  they  do  not  rise  or  fall 
in  proportion  to  such  price,  and,  therefore,  that 
the  bbourera  aro  best  off  when  the  prices  arc 
low." 

There  are  occasionally  extraordinary  addi- 
tions made  to  the  labourer's  earnings,  and 
in  harvest  time  his  earnings  arc  alvaya  in- 
creased ;  hut  these  additions  apply  to  all 
years  alike,  and  therefore  I  have  not 
reckoned  them.  Have  I  not  then  proved 
that  it  ia  impossible  to  gainsay  that  tho 

(ireaent  generation — the  existing  race  of 
abourers — cannot  bo  benefited  in  any  way 
Dy  the  slow  adjustment  between  the  price 
of  food  and  the  rate  of  wages  ?  Again,  I 
say,  1  doubt  the  position  tliat  ultimately 
even  there  ia  nny  tendency  between  the 
two  to  approximate.  But  if  I  have  sho' 
that  in  those  eight  years — a  long  period 
A  labouring  man's  life — no  rise  at  all  in 
wages  has  taken  place  proportionate  to  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  com.  I  think  I  have 
shown  so  far  that  the  rate  of  wages 
no  such  connexion  with  the  prices  of  food 
OS  to  rise  with  them,  but  rather  directly 
the  reverse.  I  think  I  have  succeeded  in 
demonstrating  that  the  Hso  in  price  of 
wheat  operates  almost  immediately  iu 
vour  of  the  agricultural  interest.  I  put 
this  to  you  in  perfect  good  faith  and  sin- 
cerity. Do  you  think  that  you  can  main- 
tain this  system  of  protection  much  longer  S 
and.  above  all  things,  are  you  not  assured 
that  we  cannot  maintain  the  existing  law 
upon  the  ground  of  its  being  advantageous 
to  agriculture  ?   Adam  Smith,  whose  name 


has  been  to  often  men^oned  in  the  coarse 
of -these  discussions,  letla  his  readers,  and 
probablv  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  impar- 
tial and  intelligent  man,  that  the  rate  of 
wages  depends  upon  the  country  being  in 
a  prosperous  condition.  When  there  is 
abundance  of  capital,  large  profits,  au  ac- 
tive and  healthy  condition  of  agriculture, 
mannfactures,  and  commerce,  then  will 
the  rate  of  wages  be  high ;  and  when  the 
opposite  state  of  things  happens  to  prevail, 
then  will  the  rate  of  wages  be  in  a  de- 
pressed state,  and  the  working  classes  re- 
duced to  comparative  poverty.  General 
prosperity,  and  not  legal  enactments,  pro- 
duce a  practical  effect  upon  the  rates  of 
wages.  It  is  by  removing  restrictions  on 
manufactures  and  commerce  that  you  create 
a  demand  for  labour,  and  not  by  raising 
the  price  of  food.  Make  the  sustenance 
of  mankind  difficult  of  attainment,  and 
you  take  a  guarantee  agiunst  the  rise 
of  wages.  But  remove  restrietiona  upon 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce 
— pass  this  measure — and  then  you  at 
least  save  yourselves  from  tho  necessity 
and  tho  odium  of  constant  interference  for 
tho  purpose  of  regulating  the  supply  of 
food.  And  what  is  it  that  you  relinqiuah? 
Well,  I  could  prove  to  you,  by  returns 
from  differeqt  parts  of  the  country,  not 
such  as  my  right  hon.  Friend  read  to  you, 
showing  to  yon  the  extent  of  disease  and 
distress,  that  there  has  been  at  least  no 
panic  in  the  price  of  food.  1  can  adduce 
instances  to  you  which  would  demonstrate 
this — I  can  point  to  eleven  farms  in  Box- 
burgh  that  have  become  vacant  since  this 
measure  was  proposed,  and  ia  every  one  of 
these  cases  there  has  bees  an  increase  of 
rent — 1  can  prove  to  you  that  enormous 
prices  have  been  given  for  laud  in  Scotland, 
and  that  where  there  is  great  capital  and 
skiU,  there  is  no  apprehension  entertained 
as  to  the  consequences  of  this  measure. 
Even  in  Lincolnshire  I  can  show  you  that 
farms  have  been  let  at  an  increased  rent. 
I  might,  too,  take  the  differerent  counties, 
and  show  you  that  where  there  is  the  most 
a^iculturol  skill  there  is  the  least  alarm 
felt,  and  there  is  the  greater  tendency  to 
take  farms  at  an  increased  rent.  Would 
you  then,  I  ask,  have  a  law  maintained  for 
bad  farming  and  insufficient  capital — that 
for  them  protection  should  be  permanent ; 
whereas  for  good  farming  and  competent 
skdl  protection  should  not  be  required  i  I 
ask  you,  could  such  a  law  be  justified?  It  is 
my  firm  belief  that  no  general  injury  would 
follow  from  this  measure.    There  Kwy  be, 
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of  oonne,  in^Tidnot  dascb  d  aoffering. 
There  wOl,  and  there  must  be,  the  Buffer- 
ing of  pnq»erty  which  is  encuinbered  with 
tenanlB  having  insufficient  capital.  There 
may  be  these  individual  caaas  ;  but  it  would 
be  most  unfair  from  these  to  draw  &n  in- 
ference against  a  general  law.  But,  ad- 
mitting these  few  caaea,  let  us  compare 
the  advantages  which  you  will  have  in  the 
■eeurity  against  minously  high  prices  for 
food;  and  there  will  be  to  you  the  advan- 
tage and  the  comfort  that  you  will  not  be 
reoponsible  for  that  high  price  in  times  of 
(carcity  of  looi — that  these  afflictions  will 
be  the  results  of  the  operations  of  nature 
And  not  of  hnman  taws.  Leave  trade  free, 
and  you  will  not  be  held  reaponsible  for 
untoward  events  over  which  we  have  not, 
mad  of  necessity  cannot,  eiercise  any  con- 
trol- Looking,  then,  at  the  compensa- 
tion which  this  measure  iunushes ;  I  do 
not  mean  compensation  in  ^e  way  of  small 
eqoivalents,  but,  on  the  contrary,  1  refer  to 
the  seomity  and  the  pennancy  of  the  law 
— looking  to  the  advantages  which  the 
change  now  proposed  must  confer  upon  the 
labourer — looking  to  the  benefits  it  will 
confer  upon  yourselves  ;  I  mean  not  mere- 
ly the  more  obvious  advantages  hkely  to 
■rise  to  your  estates,  but  the  leas  evident 
effects  tm  the  improvement  of  your  position 
— seeing  that  you  will  be  elevated  by  mak- 
ing this  concesHon — I  think  I  am  not  act- 
ing as  the  enemy  of  that  interest,  with 
irhieh  my  own  is  so  intimately  connected, 
when  I  recommend  this  Bill  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  House.  I  repeat  that  that 
which  I  advise  is  for  the  true  interests  of 
every  class.  I  ask  jou,  do  you  feel  se- 
cure ;  and  if  you  foresee  that  the  present 
system  cannot  long  he  maintained,  why 
will  you  not  take  advantage  of  a  favourable 
time  for  effecting  a  change  that  very  soon 
must  come  ?  Yon  say  that  the  present 
time  is  one  of  prosperity.  Is  not  that  a 
most  powerful  reason  for  making  this  con- 
cession T  At  the  present  moment  you  are 
free  agents.  An  hon.  Member  said,  that 
there  was  nothing  to  apprehend  this  year 
nor  anything  next  year.  Then  you 
not  go  the  length  of  saying  that  you 
are  safe  for  more  than  two  years.  C. 
there  be  a  better  proof  that  the  present 
not  an  unfavourable  moment  for  effecting 
the  alteration  which  this  measure  is  in- 
tended to  oecompliBh?  Agiun  I  ask  you- 
how  long  do  you  think  you  can  maintain 
the  EVBtem  of  protection  ?  I  know,  and 
we  all  know,  that  it  cannot  be  made  per- 
manent coDeistently  with  that  degree  of 


good-will  and  harmony  without  vhich  a 
nation  cannot  be  happy  or  prosperous.  No 
doubt  the  immediate  cause  of  this  measure 
is  the  sad  calamity  which  has  befallen  Ire- 
land. It  has  forced  upon  you  the  consi- 
deration of  the  corn  question.  But  sup- 
pose that  you  suspended  the  Com  Laws, 
what  could  JOU  have  done  when  the  time 
of  suspension  was  at  an  end  ?  I  have  not 
overlooked  the  circumstance  that,  respect- 
ing this  Bill  it  has  been  said  to  be  a  good 
political  manoeuvre  on  my  part.  The  let- 
ter of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lon- 
don, has  been  described  as  a  good  political 
manffiuvre  on  his  part.  Now,  I  ask  what 
possible  advantage  can  a  Bill  like  this  con- 
fer upon  me  as  an  individual!  I  know  that 
I  have  been  taunted,  and  have  more  than 
once  been  told,  that  my  days  as  a  Minister 
are  numbered.  But  I  have  introduced  this 
measure,  not  for  the  purpose  of  prolonging 
my  Ministerial  existence,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  averting  a  great  national  calamity, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  a  great 
lublic  interest.  I  am  quite  aware  of  the 
fact  that  more  than  once  I  have  been  asked 
how  long  I  can  reckon  upon  the  support  of 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  without 
'whose  votes  I  could  not  hope  to  carry  this 
Bill  through  the  Ilouse — how  long,  in  fact,  I 
can  reckon  upon  enjoying  their  support  with 
respect  to  other  subjects?  I  know,  as  well 
as  those  who  taunt  me,  that  I  have  not  any 
right  to  the  support  or  confidence  of  those 
hon.  Members.  I  acknowledge,  and  I  ad- 
mit that  acknowledgment  with  perfect  sin- 
cerity and  plainness,  that  they  have  sup- 
ported me  in  passing  this  measure,  if  it 
will  pass  into  a  law.  I  do  not  say  this  as 
private  man — I  do  not  on  private  grounds 
attach  importance  to  it  ;  hot  1  feel  and  ac- 
knowledge every  proper  obligation  to  them 
as  a  public  man,  for  the  support  which 
they  have  given  to  this  measure,  and  for 
studiously  avoiding  everything  calculated 
to  create  embarrassment  to  its  progress; 
but  then  our  differences  remain  the  same. 
I  have.  Sir,  no  right  to  claim  their  sup- 
port nor  their  protection,  nor,  I  will  fairly 
admit,  shall  I  seek  it,  by  departing  in  the 
slightest  degree  from  that  course  which 
my  public  duty  may  urge  me  to  adopt.  If 
this  measure  pass,  our  temporary  connec- 
tion is  at  an  end ;  but  I  have  not  the  slight- 
est right  to  expect  support  or  forbearance 
from  them  ;  still  less  have  I,  after  the  de- 
clarations that  have  been  made,  a  right  to 
expect  forbearance  or  anpport  from  this 
side  of  the  IIouBe,  Well  then,  that  being 
the  case  ;  it  being  the  fact,  that  there  are 
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ttat  112  Members  to  support  me,  then  I 
maj  be  asked  what  great  measure  of  na- 
tional policj  I  can  expect  to  pursue  with 
these  112  Members,  constituting  as  they 
do  but  bttle  more  than  one-sixth  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  I  am  not,  1  say, 
surprised  to  hear  hon.  Members  predict 
that  my  tenure  of  power  is  short.  But  let 
ns  pass  this  measure,  and  while  it  is  in 
progress  let  me  request  of  jou  to  suspend 
jour  indignation.  This  measure  being 
once  passed,  you  on  this  side  and  on  that 
side  of  the  House  may  adopt  whatever  mea- 
snrea  you  think  proper  for  the  purpose  of 
terminating  my  pohtical  existence.  1  as- 
snre  you  I  deplore  the  loss  of  your  confi- 
dence much  more  than  I  shall  deplore  the 
loss  of  political  power.  The  accusations 
which  you  prefer  against  mo  are  on  this 
account  harmless,  because  1  feel  that  they 
are  unjust.  Every  man  has  within  hia  own 
bosom  and  conscience  the  scales  which  de- 
termine the  real  weight  of  reproach;  and  if 
I  had  acted  from  any  corrupt  or  unworthy 
motives,  one-tenth  part  of  the  accusations 
you  have  levelled  against  me  would  haTe 
been  fatal  to  my  peace  and  my  existence. 
You  may  think  that  we  took  too  great  pre- 
cautions against  Irish  famine  in  tlie  month 
of  November.  You  are  mistaken.  Events 
will  prove  that  those  precautions  were  not 
superfluous ;  but  even  if  they  had  been,  as 
our  motive  was  to  rescue  a  whole  people 
from  the  calamity  of  possible  famine,  and 
consequent  disease,  1  should  be  easy  under 
the  accusation.  I  do  not  say  whether  this 
measure  will  be  effectual  for  that  or  not. 
I  speak  only  of  the  motive.  What  weight 
would  your  accusation  have  then  even  if 
the  precautions  be  superfluous?  I,  with  the 
information  we  had,  and  the  prospects  which 
were  before  ns,  repeat  the  accusation  that 
we  took  superfluous  precautious;  and  I  will 
reply,  as  Mr.  Burke  did,  trheu  labouring 
under  similar  obloquy,  and  in  circumstances 
not  dissimilar:  "  In  every  accident  in  life, 
in  pain,  in  sickness,  in  depression,  in  dis- 
tress, I  called  to  mind  that  accusation ; 
and  was  comforted."  No,  never — no  re- 
proach wilt  attach  to  me  even  if  it  be 
proved  that  our  precautions  were  auperfln- 
oua.  Before  the  month  of  July— [Opposi- 
tion :  May] — it  will  be  eatabliahed  to  the 
conviction  of  every  man,  that  the  precau- 
tions we  took  were  not  superfluous,  and 
that  our  motives  were  not  impure,  I 
am  not  speaking  of  a  temporary  measure  ; 
1  am  speaking  of  a  permanent  measure. 
When  I  do  fall,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction 
of  reflecting  that  I  do  not  M  because  I 


have  shown  subservience  to  a  party.  I 
shall  not  fall  because  I  preferred  the  inter- 
ests of  party  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
community  ;  and  I  shall  carry  with  me  the 
satisfaction  of  reflecting,  that  during  the 
course  of  my  official  career,  my  object  has 
been  to  uiitigale  monopoly,  to  increase  the 
demand  for  industry,  to  remove  restrictions 
upon  commerce,  to  eqnaliie  the  burden  of 
taxation,  and  to  ameliorate  the  condi^on  of 
those  who  labour. 

Mb.  STAFFORD  O'BRIEN  said,  deep 
as  was  his  respect  for  the  House,  ana 
anxious  as  he  was  to  consult  its  feeling,  he 
trusted  he  might  be  permitted  for  a  short 
time  to  mak  e  a  few  remarks  on  what  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hou.  Baronet,  and  to 
vindicato  the  position  which  the  party  fa- 
vourable to  the  principle  of  protection  oc- 
cupied in  that  House.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet said  at  the  close  of  his  speech  that 
if  he  feU  he  should  fall  because  during  the 
whole  course  of  his  official  career  he  had 
endeavoured  to  mitigato  monopoly  and  give 
a  greater  degree  of  freedom  to  commerce. 
He  thought,  skiliul  aa  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  in  making  out  his  own  case, 
and  anxious  to  vindicate  his  personal  good 
faith,  he  had  not  entirely  made  out  eatis- 
foctunly  the  cause  of  his  fall,  and  that  his 
statement  was  not  quite  so  comprehensive 
as  he  boasted  his  measure  to  he.  If  he 
fell,  it  would  not  be  because,  during  his 
long  official  career,  his  endeavour  had 
been  to  mitigate  monopoly.  He  thon^t 
the  epithet  "  official"  could  scarce  be  ap- 
plied to  merely  the  last  three  years,  be- 
cause, if  they  looked  beyond  that,  the  tale 
would  be  totally  different.  The  principle 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  now  espoused  might 
be  right  or  wrong;  but  for  the  ten  years 
that  had  preceded  the  last  three  years,  the 
labours  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  been 
to  construct  and  build  up  a  party  to  oppose 
freedom  of  trade;  and  he  believed  the  prin- 
ciples the  right  hon.  Baronet  then  pro- 
fessed were  just,  and  sound,  and  true. 
Nobly  had  the  right  hon.  Baronet  laboured, 
and  ably  his  party  had  supported  bim ;  and 
when  the  noble  Lord  (Russell)  had  re- 
moved to  the  opposite  aide  of  the  House,  it 
remained  for  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  cam 
a  still  higher  name,  not  only  as  the  suc- 
cessful leader  of  a  party,  but  as  the  con- 
ductor of  a  great  constitutional  body. 
Whatever  his  opinion  might  be  as  to  the 
fall  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  he  would 
never  admit  that  he  had  stated  his  ease 
fairly,  when  he  said  that  during  his  official 
career  he  had  laboured  to  remove  the  re- 
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Btrictiotu  apon  imports.  He  thought  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  hare  acted  more 
biAj  if  he  had  given  thoae  who  were  bo 
deeply  interested  in  the  queBtion  the  op- 
portiini^  of  eiunining  the  doeumenta  he 
bad  referred  to,  and  the  opportunity  alim 
of  re[djr>'>ff>  What  did  it  matter  whether 
thej  were  true  or  false,  when,  long  before 
thej  were  ahle  to  correct  their  errors  or 
fallwnes,  the  Motion  would  have  beca  car- 
ried, and,  practicatlj  speaking,  no  reply 
eoold  be  given.  Many  hon.  Members  had 
banded  him  in  Htatements  contradictory  of 
those  used  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet;  hut 
at  that  late  hour  of  the  night  he  would  not 
trouble  the  House  with  them.  Before 
they  went  to  a  diriaion,  he  was  aniiouB  to 
state  tbtar  position,  and  the  motives  that 
inflnenced  the  party  to  which  he  belonged. 
ThCT  had  not  resorted  to  the  ordinary 
tMtics  of  Fariiamentaiy  opposition.  Had 
it  been  their  wish  to  move  an  Address  to 
the  Crown  praying  for  a  dissolution — had 
they  brought  forward  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence,  they  mif^t  have  caught 
■tray  votee;  but  they  had  taken, 
wu  sure  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport 
would  admit,  the  more  manly  and  straight- 
forwaid  coarse.  The  cause  was  one  oT 
loo  much  importance  to  he  trifled  with, 
and  they  determined  to  reaort  to  no  trick 
or  artinee  whatever.  They  had  brought 
the  question  of  protection  or  no  protection 
into  the  open  field,  and  at  least  it  would  be 
said  of  them  that  they  hod  used  no  disguise, 
but  had  met  the  question  fairly.  And  al- 
though they  hod  been  deserted  by  the 
ri^t  hon.  Baronet,  and  hod  been  left  to 
fi(^t  the  battle  themselves,  to  himself  at 
least  Uiere  remained  the  consolation,  that 
the  question  had  roused  a  spirit  of  seal, 
and  energy,  and  ability,  more  especially  in 
the  younger  members  who  had  taken  part 
in  the  debate  on  his  side,  that  gave  abun- 
dant promise  of  future  talent  and  noble 
eier^on.  He  hoped  and  believed  that  the 
spirit,  the  interest,  and  the  zeal  they  had 
hitherto  displayed,  would  not  desert  them 
on  other  occasiona.  However  this  question 
might  be  decided,  they  would  remember 
that  there  were  other  great  qnestions 
which  would  speedily  come  before  them, 
and  that  thoy  must  try  those  questions, 
and  take  their  stand  upon  them  boldly  and 
resolutely,  as  thev  had  upon  that  which 
was  now  under  discussion.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  representatives  of  the  agricnl- 
tara]  interest,  owing  to  the  strange  am&l- 
gwtnation  of  parties  which  had  taken  place, 
thia  gnat  commercial,  poUbcal,  and  social 


change  would  have  pasaed  through  the 
House  without  any  discussion.  But  they 
had  determined  to  discuss  it,  because  they 
regarded  it  as  a  question  of  magnitude, 
and  as  one  fraught  with  danger.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
Oovemment  said  that  his  sentiments  upon 
the  subject  hod  undergone  a  change;  but 
the  House  should  remember  that  that 
change  was  not  &om  high  protective  to  a 
modified  duty,  for  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  throughout  his  whole  career  being  en- 
gaged in  the  modification  of  protective 
duties,  and  his  party  had  almost  mvariably 
supported  him  in  efiecting  those  modifica- 
tions: the  change  had  been  from  modifica- 
tion to  an  abandonment  oUogether,  and 
had  no  reference  to  anything  except  ahard 
rule  of  political  economy.  The  great  dif- 
ference was  this,  that  whereas  in  former 
legislation  the  interests  of  the  consumer 
and  the  producer  were  alike  considered  by 
the  Legislature,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  now  announced  that  the  interests  of 
tlie  consumer  alone  should  fiud  a  place  in 
the  counsels  of  this  kingdom.  In  the  po- 
litical economy  language  of  the  day  the 
poor  were  called,  not  ihe  wealth-consnm- 
mg,  but  the  wealth-producing  classes;  and 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  principles 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  enunciated, 
fairly  and  legitimately  carried  out,  meant 
the  maximnm  of  labour  for  the  minimum 
of  wages.  Therefore  he  believed  that, 
however  fair  to  show  the  system  might  he, 
ita  heavy  iron  hand  would  speedily  be  felt 
by  the  poor.  To  his  mind  the  question 
was  not  so  much  one  of  low  prices,  as  a 
question  which  involved  the  whole  system 
of  indirect  taxation,  which  comprised  the 
malt  tax  and  manv  other  taxes.  Upon  the 
subject  of  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop, 
OS  far  as  his  knowledge  of  Ireland  was 
concerned,  he  did  not  think  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Qovem- 
had  exaggerated  the  state  of  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  And  he 
would  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  some- 
thing which,  without  party  feeling,  he 
would,  no  doubt,  approve  of  :  it  was,  that 
the  very  moment  he  could  get  away  from 
those  discussions  he  intended  going  to  Ire- 
land, for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  he 
could  do  in  his  own  neighbourhood  for  alle- 
viating the  condition  of  the  people.  But 
hilet  he  said  thia,  he  must  observe  that 
e  thought  the  question,  as  far  as  Ireland 
was  concerned,  had  nothing,  and  could  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  measure  be- 
fore the  Honse.    They  might  think  of  thii 
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assertion  aa  badlj  as  they  pleased;  but  in 
hiB  conscience  lie  did  not  lielierc  that  aa  a 
temponiry  remedy  it  would  be  the  meanH 
of  adding  one  stone  of  meal  to  the  food  of 
the  poor  of  Ireland,  Allusion  bnd  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  iiaronet  to  the  fact 
that  the  legislation  of  this  country  had 
been  mainly  entrusted  to  the  landed  in- 
terest. But  let  that  legislation  be  tried  by 
the  beet  of  all  standards,  the  history  of 
this  great  Empire.  Let  it  be  compared 
for  the  same  number  of  years  vrith  auy 
other  Empire  that  eTcr  existed.  Try  an 
bonest  standard  like  that,  and  then  they 
must  own  that  if  thej  were  resolved  on  a 
change  from  landlords'  legislation  to  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  legislation,  the 
landlords  of  England  had  a  right  to  look 
them  in  the  face  and  say,  "  Take  back,  if 
you  choose,  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  but 
at  least  admit  that  we  have  not  betrayed 
it."  It  was  very  easy  to  attribute  the 
evils  and  difBculties  to  be  found  to  the  ex- 
istence of  any  one  law,  or  the  predominance 
of  any  particular  class;  but  this  was  a 
narrow  and  a  prejudiced  view,  which  could 
be  taken  by  such  only  as  looked  at  the 
dark  side  of  things.  The  land  had  been 
the  basis  of  our  Legislature,  as  he  thought 
wisely  and  properly,  because  it  checked 
and  elevated  the  mere  spirit  of  barter  and 
of  commerce.  It  was  that  to  which  they 
owed,  far  more  than  they  were  willing  to 
allow,  and  far  more  than  they  were  grate- 
ful for,  or  conscious  of,  the  prosperity  this 
country  now  enjoyed,  and  the  power  which 
was  now  wielded  against  the  agricultural 
interest.  He  contended,  therefore,  that 
before  they  perilled  such  a  venture  as  the 
present,  they  should  produce  ample  and 
conclusive  reason  for  convinciug  the  House 
of  its  necessity.  They  had  been  furnished 
with  no  statistics,  and  the  Ministry  bad  re- 
fused to  tell  them  the  price  of  ^eir  own 
com.  [Oheeri.]  He  understood  that  cheer; 
he  knew  how  fond  hon.  Members  on  that 
Bide  of  the  House  were,  whenever  an  allu- 
sion was  made  to  money  by  the  supporters 
of  the  agricultural  interest,  of  assuming 
that  all  their  interest  in  the  question  was 
attributable  to  mercenary  motives.  He 
could  not  but  remember,  however,  how 
eager  the  hon.  and  amihng  Member  for 
Durham  was,  when  it  came  to  a  question 
of  Id.  a  pound  on  a  certain  kind  of  wool. 
So  eager  was  he  for  the  proposed  change 
in  the  alphabetic  Tariff  on  that  occasion, 
notwithstanding  the  subhmity  of  his  senti- 
ments, that  he  blamed  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net because  wool  did  not  begin  with  »  C. 
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Q  knew  better  than  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  that  in  discussing 
questions  of  price,  like  this,  they  were  led 
into  the  discusBion  of  great  and  important 
principles.  Thej  knew  that  when  a  Go- 
vernment, pledged  to  protection,  came  for- 
ward and  proposed — not  that  they  should 
reconsider  the  cose,  not  that  they  would 
show  by  argument,  by  calcutatiou,  and  re- 
turns from  foreign  ports,  the  possibiUty  of 
struggling  wiUi  the  agriculture  of  other 
countries — but  without  cnteriug  into  any 
such  calculations,  suddenly  proposed  to 
destroy  a  great  system,  then  the  advocatcD 
of  the  existing  system  were  justified  in  as- 
serting that  the  Government  might  be  right 
or  they  might  be  wrong;  but  they  showed 
practically,  although  they  denied  it  in 
words,  that  they  did  not  give  that  value, 
importance,  and  predominance  to  the  agri- 
culture of  this  country  which  their  fathers 
before  them  had  given,  and  the  result  of 
which  was  the  prosperity  which  this  coim- 
try  now  enjoyed.  But  although  the  Legis- 
lature were  about  to  leave  them  to  struggle 
with  strangers,  who  might  become,  they 
knew  not  how  soon,  enemies,  they  would 
not  part  in  anger  or  indignation;  and  he 
behoved  that  if  their  own  experience  should 
hereafter  tell  them  that  to  buy  in  the  cheap- 
est market  and  sell  in  the  dearest,  was 
not  the  way  to  make  a  people  happy,  and 
on  empire  great,  they  woidd  not  be  the 
less  disposed  to  reconsider  the  decision 
which  they  were  about  to  pronounce  to- 
night, because,  when  they  should  affirm 
that  decision,  some  should  be  found  among 
them  loudly  protesting  against  it,  aitd 
earnestly  resisting  it — because  some  should 
be  found  among  them  determined  to  up- 
hold, against  a  combination  of  official 
power,  debating  ability,  and  numbers  un- 
paralleled in  Parliamentary  history,  the 
principles  in  the  advocacy  of  which  they 
had  entered  public  life,  and  to  do  battle  to 
the  lost  for  that  which  they  believed  to 
he  the  true  interests  of  the  countrj. 

ViscousT  PALMERSTON:  Sir,  I  ant 
anxious  to  state  as  shortly  as  1  can  to  the 
House,  the  view  which  I  take  of  the  two 
questions  which  have  formed  the  subject 
of  our  debate;  both  of  great,  though  not 
of  equal  importance;  the  one  commercial, 
the  other  constitutional ;  the  one  arising 
out  of  the  measures  of  the  Government, 
the  other  out  of  their  conduct ;  the  one 
being  the  question,  whether  the  Corn  Laws 
shall  be  repealed,  and  the  principle  of  com- 
petition Buall  be  substituted  for  the  prin- 
ciple of  prol«ction  «a  the  foundation  of  our 
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eommerciBl  s^Mm :  the  other  being  the 
queBtion,  whether  the  Memhera  of  the  60- 
Yernment  hftve  or  have  not  been  justified 
in  departing  from  certain  engagements, 
Thich  ihey  are  ^eged  to  have  contracted 
towards  the  ConBeiratire  party.  The  latter 
qaestirai,  though  the  least  important  of  the 
two,  is  still  deserying  the  conHideration  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  country.  For  the 
political  character  of  public  men  is  public 
jKoperty,  and  that  which  concerns  it,  must 
always  bo  a  matter  of  public  tntercHt. 
Now  the  Goveniment  hating  this  year  pro- 
posed meaanrea,  at  variance,  not  ao  mnch 
with  their  formerly  expressed  opinions,  as 
with  their  former  practical  course,  a  large 
Bection  of  their  political  supporters,  not 
content  with  condemning  these  measures 
H  iDJnrious,  not  content  with  declaring; 
that  the  Government  have  thereby  lost 
their  confidence  and  forfeited  their  support, 
charge  the  Members  of  the  Government 
with  having  deserted  and  betrayed  their 
followers.  I  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  con- 
Btitntionat  doctrine  which  is  implied  in  that 
charge.  For  I  have  heard  many  Gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  protectionist  section 
of  the  House  acknowledge  that  the  Oo- 
•  Temment  had  been  actuated  in  the  course 
which  they  have  pursned  by  stucero  con- 
viction, and  by  a  conscientious  sense  of 
public  dnty;  and  that  thoy  had  nothing  in 
ft  political  point  of  view  to  gain,  but  on  the 
contrary,  much  to  lose,  by  the  course  they 
have  taken.  Well,  then,  the  charge 
which  I  have  adverted  to,  implies  that 
public  men  ought  to  consider  party  en- 
gagements aa  a  more  binding  obligation 
than  pubUc  duty :  now  with  this  I  cannot 
agree.  I  hold  aa  high  aaany  man  can  do, 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  party  as- 
sociation for  the  useful  working  of  repre- 
sentative Oovemment :  I  hold  that  a  mem- 
ber of  a  political  party  should  in  his  per- 
sonal relations  be  true  and  faithful  to  his 
associates,  and  that  in  his  political  rela- 
tions he  ought  to  give  up  smaller  differ- 
ences of  opinion  in  order  to  obtain  com- 
mon action  for  the  promotion  of  common 
principles  of  Government.  Bnt  when  any 
man,  be  he  leader  or  be  he  follower,  finds 
himself  in  such  a  aituation,  that  public 
duty  points  one  way,  and  party  engage- 
ments another,  however  great  the  sacrifice 
to  be  made,  however  pain^  the  severance 
from  private  friends,  novrever  inconvenient 
the  separation  from  political  associates ;  he 
ought  to  stand  by  his  country.  I  think, 
however,  die  Government  have  placed  upon 
■omeirtutt  too  narrow  a  ground  their  justi- 
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fication  of  tho  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  their  conduct.  They  have  pnt  it 
upon  their  experience  of  the  last  three 
years;  they  might  more  justly  have  as- 
cribed it  to  the  debates  of  the  last  four 
Sessions.  They  say  it  is  their  obeervation 
of  the  working  of  their  own  Tariff,  that 
has  wrought  the  change;  I  suspect  it  is 
much  more  the  speeches  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Cobden),  and  of  other  Gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  who,  Session  after  Ses- 
sion, hove  enforced  the  doctrines  of  free 
trade  with  unanswerable  arguments  and 
irresistible  eloquence.  It  is  all  very  well 
for  Gentlemen  who  sit  listlessly  through  a 
debate,  thinking  only  of  the  vote  they 
moan  to  give  in  the  division,  or  who  per- 
hopa,  without  hearing  a  syllable  of  the  dis- 
eusaion.  come  down  at  the  eleventh  hour 
to  record  in  the  lobby,  with  all  the  triumph 
of  conaistency,  their  unaltered  and  nnal- 
terable  opinions, — it  is  all  very  well  for 
them  to  boast  that  they  maintain  without 
change.  Session  after  Session,  and  year 
after  year,  the  very  same  opinions  with 
which  they  originaJly  set  out;  but  very 
different  is  the  case  of  responsible  Ministera 
of  the  Crown,  compelled  by  their  duty  to 
sit  out  the  whole  of  each  night's  debate,  to 
listen  with  deep  attention  to  every  speech, 
and,  what  is  more  to  the  puipose,  to  find 
answers — aye,  and  answera  which,  as  men 
of  sense  and  station,  they  shall  not  be 
ashamed  to  use.  So  far,  then,  from  won- 
dering that  the  Government  have  at  length 
changed  their  opinions  and  their  course,  I 
am  only  astonished  that  they  did  not  do  so 
long  ago.  And  I  must  say  that  this  con- 
sideration gives  me  great  hopes  even  of 
those  Gentlemen  of  the  protection  party 
who  have  most  stoutly  resisted  the  present 
measures.  For  they  have  now  undertaken 
to  furnish  specchea  aa  well  as  votes;  and 
if  they  will  permit  me  to  pay  them  a  most 
deserved  compliment,  I  tnuat  say,  in  pasa- 
ing,  that  we  have  all  admired  the  great 
abiKty  of  their  speeches,  ond  that  every 
Englishman  must  feel  proud  of  the  talent 
and  cultivation  of  mind  which  have  been 
exhibited  by  them,  and  especially  by  some 
among  them  who  have  not  had  tjie  ad- 
vantage which  practice  in  debate  gives  to 
persona  in  expUining  their  sentiments  in 
this  Uouae.  Bnt  really,  after  witnessing 
the  powers  of  mind  which  many  of  thoae 
hon.  Gentlemen  have  evinced,  I  cannot 
help  entertaining  a  hope  that  when,  upon 
mature  consideration,  they  come  to  weigh 
in  the  balance  ttf  their  jadgment  the  ai^- 
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ments  they  have  encountered,  and  the  ar- 
guments they  have  used  in  replj,  their 
opinions  may,  perhaps,  at  ao  distant  pe- 
riod, undergo  some  considerable  change. 
At  any  rate,  I  will  venture  to  foretell  one 
thing,  and  that  is,  that  if  the  course  of 
events  ebould  place  them  on  the  Ministerial 
benches,  they  will  not  long  sit  there  without 
material  alterations  of  some  of  their  present 
opinions.  There  are  certain  climates  which 
are  specific  cures  for  certain  diseases;  and 
depend  upon  it  if  you  take  any  men  wbo 
are  labouring  under  the  protection  fever 
even  in  its  most  acute  and  inflammatory 
type,  and  only  place  them  for  a  few  months 
in  the  free-trade  atmosphere  of  Downing- 
atreel,  you  will  effect  on  entire  and  perma- 
nent cure.  Now  as  to  the  commercial 
question.  Having  taken  the  liberty,  some 
years  ago,  of  expressing  in  this  House  a 
wish  that  the  word  protection  might  bo 
blotted  out  of  our  commercial  vocabulary, 
I  cannot  but  hail  with  cordial  pleasure  the 
proposal  of  measures  whicli  tend  so  greatly 
to  realize  that  wish.  Protection  is  no 
doubt  a  plausible  word.  But  many  are 
the  evils  which  mankind  have  endured 
from  plausible  words  cloaking  and  disguis- 
ing injurious  things.  What  does  protec- 
tion, in  the  commercial  sense,  mean  J 
Why,  injury  to  the  many  for  the  benefit  of 
the  few;  with  this  diH'erence,  however, 
that  the  injury  to  the  many  is  real,  while 
the  benefit  to  the  few  is  for  the  most  part 
delusive.  Protection  is  manifestly  injari- 
ons  to  the  many,  because  its  avowed  ob- 
ject and  necessary  e^ect  is  to  shut  out  the 
foreign  supply  of  commodities  which  the 
many  consume,  and  thus  to  render  those 
commodities  dearer,  and  moreover,  as  I 
will  presently  show,  worse  than  they  other- 
wise would  be.  At  first  eight,  indeed,  this 
injury  to  the  consumers,  who  are  the 
many,  would  appear  to  bo  attended  with 
benefit  to  the  home  producers,  who  are  the 
few,  by  reason  of  the  monopoly  which  is 
thus  secured  to  the  latter  in  the  home 
market.  But  no  real  benefit  can  be  con- 
ferred on  any  set  of  men  by  any  order  of 
things  which  does  not  stimulate  them  te 
exert  to  the  utmost  their  industry,  inge- 
nuity, intelligence  and  activity.  But  pro- 
tection, by  its  baneful  influence,  paralyses 
the  vital  energies  of  human  industry,  cramps 
its  development,  and  cripples  its  growth; 
and  thus,  so  far  from  benefiting  the  persons 
for  whose  advantage  it  is  intended,  it  often 
brings  them  into  a  worse  condition  than 
they  would  have  been  if  they  had  been 
dirowii,  without  protection,  npon  their  own 
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t  say,  then,  that  protection, 
being  injurious  to  the  many,  even  if  it 
were  advantageous  to  the  few,  would  bs 
at  variance  with  that  fundamental  mtiiim 
which  bids  us  legislate  for  the  many,  and 
not  for  the  few  ;  but  being,  as  it  is,  inju- 
rious to  the  many,  and  not  even  advanta- 
geous to  the  few,  there  is  not  the  shadow 
of  an  excuse  te  be  set  up  in  its  defence. 
But  it  is  contended  that  free  trade  and  the 
absence  of  protection  may  do  very  well  for 
a  country  in  a  natural  state  of  society,  but 
that  we  are  in  an  artificial  condition  ;  thot 
we  have  large  naval  and  military  establish- 
ments to  maintain  ;  a  great  debt,  the  inte- 
rest of  which  we  must  pay  ;  that  for  these 
purposes  we  must  raise  a  large  revenue  by 
heavy  taxation ;  and  that,  in  these  circum- 
stanocB,  we  cannot  afford  to  part  with  the 
system  of  protection  for  native  industry. 
Now,  I  hold  that  to  be  a  complete  falUcy. 
I  hold  it  not  only  to  be  untrue,  but  to  be 
the  very  reverse  of  truth.  For  what  is  the 
effect  of  protection  ?  Why,  that  by  laying 
au  unduly  heavy  tax  upon  commoditiei 
coming  from  aoroad,  you  greatly  lessen 
the  supply  of  those  articles,  and  thus  raise 
artificially  the  supply  of  all  like  articles 
produced  at  home ;  while,  at  the  sam^ 
time,  by  exempting  the  Btitisfa  producen 
from  the  stimuluB  which  would  result  from 
foreign  competition,  you  lower  artificially 
the  quality  of  the  tilings  thus  produced  at 
home.  But  are  our  establishments,  and 
our  debt,  and  our  revenue,  a  reason  why 
we  should  do  this  ?  If  we  are  compelled 
to  take  fr6m  every  man  in  the  country  a 
large  portion  of  his  yearly  income  to  supply 
the  demands  of  the  public  service,  is  that 
a  reason  why  we  should,  by  artificial  means, 
purposely  make  everything  which  he  wanta 
to  buy  with  the  remaining  part  of  his  in- 
come, as  dear  and  as  hod  as  we  can?  I 
say,  on  the  contrary,  that  if  we  are  obliged 
to  call  upon  all  classes  to  make  for  the  pub- 
lic service  a  sacrifice  of  a  large  portion  of 
their  incomes,  whether  arising  from  lands 
or  from  funds,  from  commerce,  from  pro- 
fessions, or  from  labour,  that  very  fact  ii 
the  strongest  possible  reason  why  we  should 
endeavour  to  enable  them  to  make  that  r^ 
mainder  which  we  leave  to  them  go  as  for 
as  it  possibly  can  in  procuring  for  them, 
accorwng  to  their  respective  stations  in 
life,  the  necessaries,  the  conveniences,  or 
the  luxuries  which  they  may  wish  to  enjoy. 
I  contend,  therefore,  that  it  is  precisdy 
because  we  have  great  establishments,  be- 
cause we  have  a  heavy  debt,  and  because 
.  we  must  have  a  large  rerenne,  that  we 
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ckiinot  ftfibrd  to  keep  np  tbe  sfstem  of  pro- 
teotion.  Well,  but  then,  is  the  stkte  of 
our  oommwcial  relations  with  foreign  coiui' 
trie*  a  reoAon  why  we  should  maintain  this 
■jstem  of  protectitm?  Some  people  ea; 
h  ia.  Somo  Gentlemen  orgne  that  iree 
tnde  might  do  very  well  if  it  was  practieed 
hj  oil  nations,  hut  that  ono-sided  uee  trade 
wiQ  not  do ;  that  onr  example  will  not  be 
followed ;  and  that  this  sratem,  not  being 
BHitnol  and  reciprocal,  will  bo  an  injury  to 
onnetTes  and  an  advantage  to  other  nations. 
Now,  I  hold  this  to  he  just  aa  great  a  fal- 
lacy OS  the  other.  For  what  is  the  effect 
of  mntnally  hostile  tariffs  between  ouraelTes 
and  other  connttiea  ?  Take  aiiy  foreign 
country — take  France,  for  instance.  The 
high  tari&  of  France  and  of  England  are 
■like  injurious  to  both  countries.  Onr  high 
tariff  agunst  French  couunoditjes  is  an  in- 

i'luy  to  ourselTes  as  cousumera,  and  to  the 
'rench  as  producers ;  while  the  high  tariff 
of  France  against  British  commodities  is 
an  injury  to  the  French  consumers  as  well 
fta  to  the  English  producers.  Here,  then, 
is  on  tnconTenience  on  each  side  of  the 
vater.  We  cannot,  howerer,  persuade  the 
French  to  reduce  dieir  tariff,  but  we  hare 
the  power  of  reducing  our  own ;  but  we 
ore  told  that  we  ought  not  to  do  so  un- 
less the  French  agree  to  a  simultaaeous 
redaction  on  their  side.  Why,  what  is  that 
bnt  saying,  thatwearetocontinuetoaubmit 
to  an  evil  which  we  have  the  power  to  put 
an  end  to,  because,  forsooth,  another  coun- 
try chooses  to  continue  to  subject  us  and 
tlieinBelves  to  another  eril  Of  a  similar  kind, 
which  is  beyond  our  control.  What  sense  is 
there  in  this  f  Surely,  if  we  cannot  get  rid 
of  both  evils,  at  least  let  ua  free  ourselves 
from  the  one  which  we  are  able  to  remove. 
And  this  leads  me  to  say,  that  I  have 
faeard  with  great  pleasure  the  annouuce- 
Biant  of  the  Government,  that  they  have  at 
lost  come  to  the  conviction  that  negotia- 
tions with  Foreign  Powers  for  mutual  re- 
duction of  tarifis  are  no  longer  worth  pur- 
suing ;  and  that  it  is  better  to  act  upon  a 
bolder  policy,  and  to  carry  our  own  princi- 
{^  voluntarily  into  practice.  I  think,  how- 
erer, that  the  Govenmient  were  right  in 
pursuing  those  negotiations,  and  that  for- 
mer Governments  were  right  in  making 
umilor  attempts.  It  was  paying  a  due  and 
proper  deference  to  the  prejudices  of  this 
country ;  and  if  we  had  succeed  in  accom- 
jdishing  onr  purpose,  we  should  have  gained 
two  advantages  at  once  ;  we  should  have  got 
rid  of  the  obstacles  abroad,  at  the  same  time 
tlut  we  removed  the  obstacles  at  home. 
VOL.  LXXXV.    {JSii 
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But  there  was  this  inconvemence  attendiog 
that  course,  that  foreign  countries  misun- 
derstood the  real  nature  of  the  propositions 
which  we  made  to  them.  The  real  mean- 
ing and  substance  of  our  offer  was,  that 
we  would  relieve  ourselves  and  th^n  from 
an  inconvenience  on  our  side  of  the  water, 
if  they  would  relieve  themselves  and  us 
from  a  similar  incouveoience  on  thrar  side. 
If  our  offers  had  been  thus  rightly  under- 
stood they  must  have  been  accepted.  But 
they  were  misconstrued.  Tbey  were  look- 
ed upon  as  a  proffered  bargain.  Fordgn 
countries,  like  many  persons  here,  re- 
garded protection  as  a  good,  and  free  trade 
as  an  evil ;  and,  therefore,  they  r<^;arded 
a  reduction  of  prohibitory  and  protecting 
duties  OS  an  injury  to  the  country  by  which 
such  reduction  might  be  made.  Thus  they 
understood  us  to  say,  that  we  would  by  a 
reduction  of  our  Tariff  do  ourselves  an  in- 
jury and  confer  upon  them  a  benefit,  pro- 
vided that  they  on  their  side  would,  by  a 
corresponding  reduction  of  their  tar^,  in- 
fiict  an  equal  injury  upon  themselves,  and 
confer  an  equal  benefit  upon  us.  Here, 
then,  arose  a  question  as  to  the  relative 
value  of  proposed  equivalents  ;  and  forego 
Governments,  considering  the  matter  as  a 
bargain,  were  always  too  much  afraid  of 
our  overreaching  them,  or  too  much  intent 
upon  overreaching  ua.  Then  came  the 
local  struggle  of  protected  claases,  fiercely 
resisting  any  infringement  of  their  mono- 
polies ;  and  thus  it  happened,  both  in  our 
time  and  in  that  of  the  present  Uinisters, 
that  even  when  foreign  Govenunents  were 
sufficiently  enlightened  to  wish  to  come  to 
terms  with  us,  they  had  not  the  power  to 
do  so.  Our  example  is  much  more  likely 
to  be  effectual  than  onr  negociations. 
When  foreign  countries  see  that  we  reduce 
our  duties  upon  their  commodities,  not  as 
tbe  condition  of  a  bargain,  and  in  exchange 
for  an  equivalent,  but  spontaneously  km 
for  OUT  own  advantage ;  not  as  a  favour  to 
them,  but  as  a  benefit  to  ourselves  ;  and 
when  they  see,  as  they  surely  will,  in  tho 
good  result  of  our  measures,  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  upon 
which  they  are  founded,  may  we  not  ex- 
pect that  our  example  will  be  followed,  and 
that  other  countries  will  endeavour  to  se- 
cure to  themselves  the  same  benefits  which 
wo  shall  thus  have  obtained  ?  Well,  then. 
Sir,  asBumins,  without  further  a 
for  at  this  late  hour  I  am  s 
shorteo,  as  much  as  possible,  anything  I 
may  have  to  say — assuming,  then,  that 
the  operation  of  the  principle  of  oompeti- 
K 
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me  hare  Utel;  abvidoBed  »  fixed  dntj  in 
deapair.  Tha  Oentlamen  of  the  AnU- 
Com-Law  League  deoUra  tliat  oothiag  will 
satisfy  them  but  a  total  and  entire  aboli- 
tion of  all  duties  on  tbe  importation  of  corn; 
aed  as  to  the  Gentlemen  who  are  in  favour 
of  protection,  the  moment  that  a  filed  dutj 
is  proposed  in  this  House,  they  jump  up  in 
a  body,  and  rush  in  a  crowd  to  the  door. 
A  filed  duty,  therefore,  ia  out  of  the  quea- 
tion  ;  and  our  only  choice  lies  between  the 
sliding.BCBte  and  an  entire  abolition  of  duty; 
and,  having  to  decide  between  these  alter- 
natives, I  cannot  for  a  moment  hesitate  to 
vote  for  entire  abolition.  Now,  let  us  for 
a  moment  examine  how  this  measure,  if 
carried,  will  affect  the  variouB  classes  of 
society  which  ore  concerned  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  com  ;  and  first,  aa  to  the  labourer. 
It  has  been  swd  that  this  measure  will 
injure  the  labourer,  because  by  dimin- 
ishing  the  average  price  of  corn,  it  will 
lower  his  wages,  and  by  throwing  land 
out  of  cultivation,  it  wiU  lessen  his  employ- 
ment. Now,  OS  to  the  first  point,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  just  shown,  by  a  detailed 
statement  of  wages  and  prices  at  various 
times  and  places,  that  wages  do  not  fluctu- 
ate with  the  price  of  com.  But  it  is  in- 
deed a  well-known  and  generally-admitted 
fact,  that  the  price  of  labour,  that  is  to  say, 
wages,  must  vary  like  the  price  of  every 
Other  commodity,  according  to  the  relative 
proportions  of  demand  and  supply.  If  yon 
want  a  proof  of  this,  look  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  where  the  price  of  corn 
being  low,  but  the  supply  of  labour  being 
much  less  than  the  demand,  wages  ore 
high  ;  look  again  to  tbe  southern  counties 
of  England  and  to  Ireland,  and  there  yon 
will  find  the  price  of  com  comparatively 
high,  but  the  Bupply  of  labour  bong  greater 
than  the  demand,  wages  are  low;  then 
tum  to  the  northern  counties  of  England, 
and  there  you  will  see  the  price  of  com  not 
much  higher  than  in  the  southern  counties, 
hut  the  demand  for  labour  in  the  mannfoe- 
tures  extends  its  influence  npon  agriculture, 
and  there  the  wages  of  the  agricultural  la- 
bourer are  much  higher  than  in  the  eonn- 
ties  to  tbe  south.  It  is,  then,  a  complete 
fallacy  to  suppose  that  if  dus  measure 
should  diminish  the  price  of  com  it  would 
lower  wages  ;  but  if  it  did  diminish  the 
price  of  com  without  lowering  wages,  it 
would  benefit  the  labourer  ;  for  eiuier  he 
would  thus  be  enabled  to  procure  more 
food  for  himself  and  bis  family,  or  if  he 
chose  to  be  eoiit«nt  witli  tlie  jwne  amoimt 


lion  and  the  abolition  of  protection  nre 
good  for  every  other  branch  of  onr  c<»i- 
merce,  still  the  question  arises,  are  they 
equally  good  for  the  trade  in  com  ;  or  are 
there  any  peculiar  circumstances  connect«d 
with  agricultural  productions  which  ought 
to  make  such  productions  an  exception  to 
the  general  rule  'i  I  hold  that  there  is  no 
ffround  for  such  an  exception,  and  that 
were  is  no  reason  why  freedom  of  trade  in 
Gora  should  not  be  as  advantageous  to  the 
country  as  freedom  of  trade  in  every  other 
Gommoditj.  But  by  free  trade  I  do  not 
mean,  necessarily  and  in  all  cases,  trade 
free  from  custom  duties.  We  are  obliged, 
OS  I  have  already  sud,  to  raise  a  large 
yearly  revenue ;  and  we  must,  for  that 
purpose,  have  heavy  taxes.  The  least  in- 
convement  and  least  objectionable  method 
of  raising  a  large  portOD  of  that  revenue 
ia  by  indirect  taxation,  and  that  involves 
the  necessity  of  custom  duties.  Therefore, 
when  I  speak  of  free  trade  I  mean  trade 
free  from  duties  laid  on  for  the  purpose  of 
prevention  or  obstruction,  but  not  trade 
free  from  duties  laid  on  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue,  and  which,  in  order  to  accomplish 
their  purpose,  must  he  so  moderate  as  not 
to  cripple  or  impede  commercial  transac- 
tions. Now,  my  opinion  has  been,  and,  I 
own,  still  continues  to  be,  that  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  trade  in  com  should,  in 
this  respect,  be  an  exception  to  tbe  general 
mte.  I  am  for  a  moderate  fixed  duty. 
Hy  noble  and  hon.  Friends  near  mo  have 
also  been  of  the  same  opinion  ;  and,  allow 
me  to  say,  that  this  opinion  was  not  taken 
up  by  us,  as  stated  last  night  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn,  when  the  late 
Government  was,  as  he  said,  tn  articulo 
Mortit ;  hut,  as  far  back  as  1839,  when 
tiiere  was  no  reason  to  expect  an  early 
termination  of  our  oflicial  career.  I  say 
then  that  my  wish  would  have  been  to  have 
had  a  low  fixed  duty  on  tiie  importation  c ' 
oom.  I  think  that  a  duty  of  4«.  or  5i 
would  not  sensibly  raise  the  price  of  cor 
in  this  country ;  it  would  be  felt  by  nc 
fcody  ;  it  would  produce  a  revenue  not  ub 
deserving  of  consideration  ;  and,  what  i 
of  more  importance,  it  would  enable  us  to 
MGompliah  a  great  transition  witii  less  vio- 
lence to  the  feelings  and  prejudices  of  a 
large  class  of  men.  But,  in  this  House, 
men  must  consider  what  they  can  have, 
and  not  what  they  would  wish  to  have. 
Now,  tbe  Government  have  all  along  de- 
clared that  a  fixed  duty  is  the  one  thbg 
which  they  never  will  either  propose  or 
agree  to.   Ify  noble  and  hon.  Friends  near 
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of  food,  he  iroold  be  M9  to  btrf  ft  greater 
qaantitj  of  other  artiolw,  which  are  eeseii' 
tial  to  ioM  comfort  and  canTemence.  BW 
then  it  ii  said  that  the  pawing  of  thii 
measure  would  dininiah  die  employment 
of  die  agricuttiiral  labourer,  by  throwing 
land  out  of  onltiTatioii.  It  could  not  do 
so,  Tmless  it  reduced  excessivelj  the  price 
of  com  ;  and  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in 
abowing  how  imliiely  it  ia  that  any  Bnch 
reanlt  Bhtmld  follow.  It  seems  to  me, 
tiierefore,  that  the  fear  that  land  will,  by 
thia  ineasnre,  be  throws  ont  of  cnltiration, 
is  altogether  vinonary.  Bnt  am  I  the  only 
person  who  holds  thatopinioni  Why.Com- 
niisioners  have  been  appointed  onder  the 
General  Inclosare  Act  which  passed  last 


and  by  that  Report  it  appears  that  they 
hare  idreacly  recrived  forty-si i  applications 
for  inclosores,  amonnting  in  oU  to  28,000 
acres  ;  and  that  twenty-seven  of  these  ap- 
plicalians  bare  been  made  since  the  begin- 
mng  of  December  last ;  and,  therefore, 
since  it  was  pubUcly  known  that  a  proposal 
wonld  be  made  to  Parliament  for  the  re. 
•eol  of  the  Com  Laws.  This  does  not 
took  £ke  land  being  thrown  ont  of  cultiva- 
tion. Bat  more  than  thb :  we  have  a  Bill 
before  tUs  Honse  which  shows  that  Qiere 
are  some  bold  adventorers  who  actually 
intend  to  wrest  40,000  acres  from  the 
vavea  of  the  Qerman  Ocean,  and  add  them 
to  the  cnltirated  surface  of  this  onr  solid 
idand.  I  think  then  I  sm  entitled  to  say 
that  if  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  meosm^ 
will  not  throw  land  of  cultivation,  there  are 
others  fiiUy  ss  competent  to  judge  of  this 
matter,  who  concur  with  me  in  that  opin- 
ion. Now  aa  to  the  tenant-farmer ;  I  con- 
tend that  he  has  no  material  interest  in 
this  question.  If  the  average  price  of  com 
riionld  not  fall  much  lower  ^an  it  has  been, 
he  wilt  be  no  loser.  But  if  the  average 
price  should  foil  in  any  condderabte  degree. 
Be  has  two  resources.  First,  he  may  in- 
crease the  quantity  and  quality  of  his  pro- 
dnee  by  improved  methods  of  husbantuy; 
t^  app^ng  to  his  pursuits  greater  science, 
greater  skill,  and  greater  economy;  and 
everybody  knows  that  the  agricnhnre  of 
diis  country  ia  not  ensceptible  of  great  im- 
provement in  all  these  respects.  In  this 
way  the  tenant-farmer  might  make  up  for  a 
fmia-ation  of  price,  by  an  tncrease  of  prO' 
iaee.  But  if  the  worst  came  to  the  worst, 
he  would  have  the  other  resource  of  going 
to  hia  landlord  for  a  rednetion  of  rent ;  and 
«•  It  toM  mrar  be  tin  intsrest  oif  the 
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owners  of  land  to  ruin  thor  tenants,  by  tn- 
forciDg  contracts  no  longer  suited  to  existing 
circumstances,  the  landlordawould  of  coone 
consent  to  an  equitsible  re-arrangement  of 
the  terms  between  them  and  theirtenanta. 
This,  then,  is  not  a  labourer's  question  ;  it 
is  not  a  teuant-fanner's  question  ;  it  ta 
purely  and  simply  a  question  affecting  the 
owners  of  land  ;  and  I  do  not  think  that 
even  they  will  suffer  by  the  change.  They 
can  suffer  only  if  the  c[uantity  of  com 
brought  in  should  he  so  great  aa  very  ma- 
terially to  lower  prices,  and  in  that  way  to 
diminish  rents.  But  what  is  the  proba- 
bility in  that  respect  ?  Where  is  at  pre- 
sent that  immense  quantity  of  superflaoos 
com,  which  is  to  come  in  Uke  a  dduge  and 
to  beat  down  the  prices  in  this  country  i 
Does  any  man  suppo  se  that  the  people  of  other 
countries  go  on  producing  &om  year  to  year 
commodities  for  wliich  they  have  no  sale  ? 
The  quantity  of  com  grown  yearly  in  the 
world  is  proportioned  to  the  proiiable  de- 
maud  of  the  market  of  the  world,  in  which 
market  we  hat  seldom  appear  as  buyers. 
The  surplus  quantity  now  or  from  time  to 
time  in  existence,  is  merely  the  superffnity 
of  abundant  seasons  held  for  a  time  in 
store  to  meet  the  alternate  deficiency  of 
bad  years.  Till  the  bad  years  come,  that 
cwn  is  cheap,  because  it  is  a  snpply  ez- 
ceeding  the  demand  ;  bnt  the  moment  we 
go  into  the  foreign  market  as  bnyers, 
to  purchase  up  this  snrplns,  prices  abroad 
win  rise.  Not  only  will  the  British  de- 
mand, as  a  new  competition  with  foreign 
demand,  naturally  cause  a  rise  of  price,  but 
our  own  merchants  will  compete  against 
each  other,  until  by  a  rise  of  prices  abroad 
the  profit  of  their  importations  shfJl  have 
been  brought  down  to  the  nsnal  rate  of 
mercantile  profit  upon  captal  empkyed  in 
other  wa3rB.  There  is,  thmvforc,  very  Uttle 
probability  that  the  importation  of  the  ex- 
isting snrphu  quantity  (^  com  in  foreign 
markets,  wiD  materially  lower  prices  in 
this  eonntry.  Bnt,  then,  is  the  quantity 
of  com  prt)duced  abroad  susceptible  of 
great  or  unlimited  increase  !  Why,  in- 
creased production  abroad  can  be  accom- 
plished only  by  increased  application  of 
capital,  that  is,  by  additional  expenses  of 
various  kinds  ;  and  these  fresh  expenses 
will  tend  to  increase  the  cost  of  production, 
and,  consequensly,  to  raise  the  price  of 
foreign  com.  Moreover,  the  new  lands  to 
be  brought  into  eultiration  for  these  pur- 
poses will,  probably,  be  further  from  tbe 
ports  of  embarkation,  and  tbe  expense  of 
internal  ciHkTeyanco  wiU  thoa  «lao  be  in- 
K2 
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creased.  But  the  coD8U]n)>tion  of  fomgn 
countries  is  not  renuuning  atatioiuuy,  And 
thrar  population  is  annually  increasing 
as  well  OS  oar  own  ;  anil,  therefore,  a 
considerable  portion  of  their  increased 
produce  will  be  kept  at  home  for  their  own 
nse.  And  with  regard  to  this,  let  it  be 
borne  in  mind  that  Qie  increase  in  the  po- 
puls^on  of  almost  all  countries  is  more  in 
the  food-consuming  than  in  the  food-pro- 
dumg  classes  ;  more  in  the  inhabitants 
of  towns  and  cities,  than  in  the  cultivators 
of  the  soil.  Therd  is  no  country  with  re- 
gard to  which  this  is  more  true  than  the 
United  States  of  America.  There,  do 
doubt,  cultivation  is  sprea^ng ;  but  its 
advance  scarcely  keeps  pace  with  the  mul- 
dpUcation  of  now  cities  constantly  spting- 
ing  up  in  the  interior,  or  with  the  rapid 
augmentation  of  the  population  of  the  older 
cities  in  the  long-estobhshed  States.  There 
are,  therefore,  many  causes  which  tend  to 
hmit  the  additional  supply  of  com  which  we 
can  draw  from  abroad,  and  which  must  raise 
the  cost  price  of  com  which  we  may  so  im- 
port. But  are  there  no  causes  in  opera- 
tion at  home  which  will  also  contribute  to 
make  this  foreign  com  annually  dearer  ? 
Is  our  own  population  stationary?  Does 
that  not  increase  at  the  rate  of  from 
300,000  to  400,000  every  year?  And 
will  not  this  annual  increase  of  the  con- 
sumers in  this  conntry  absorb  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  increased  annual  supply 
from  abroad?  But  Is  that  all?  Boea 
any  one  imagine,  that  the  poorer  classes 
in  this  country,  consume  at  present  as 
much  food  as  they  would  do  if  food  were 
cheaper,  and  more  within  their  reach  ?  It 
is  well  known  that  they  do  not.  Well, 
then,  suppose  that  by  a  large  importation 
from  abroad,  the  price  of  food  should  be 
materially  diminidied,  what  would  be  the 
immediate  consequence  ?  Why  the  con- 
sumption of  food  by  many  millions  of  the 
pMier  classes  would  immediately  inc: 
their  increased  consumption  would 
prices  again  ;  and  the  probability  is  that 
the  effect  of  a  Tcry  large  importation  of 
foreign  com  would  only  be,  to  enable  the 
poorer  classes  to  consume  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  food  at  the  present  prices ;  where- 
as, if  such  increased  consumption  were  to  be 
attempted  by  them  without  a  corresponding 
increase  of  supply,  prices  would  soon  rise 
to  such  a  height  as  to  compel  them  to  give 
up  the  attempt.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
tibat  the  apprehensions  felt  by  the  land- 
owners that  this  measure  will  greatly  re- 
duce th«  piice  of  com,  and  bj  &»%  means 
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materially  lower  their  rents,  are  altogether 
unfounded,  and  that  they  have  no  good 
reason,  on  that  score,  to  object  to  this 
measure.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  thou 
apprehensions  are  well-founded,  then,  stiU 
less  ought  the  landowners  to  object  to  the 
measure  ;  for  what  is  an  objection  founded 
upon  such  grounds,  but  a  confession  that 
their  rents  ore  artificially  raised  by  means  of 
a  law  which  enhances  to  the  poorer  classes  of 
this  conntry  the  cost  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  ?  The  right  bon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  on  a  former  occasion, 
gave  to  the  British  aristocracy  the  appel- 
lation of  proud.  He  called  them  a  prood 
aristocracy.  1  thought  the  appeUation 
well  chosen  and  appropriate ;  and  it 
seemed  to  me  neither  to  deserve  animad- 
version nor  to  require  withdrawal.  The 
British  aristocracy  are  proud ;  they  have  a 
right  to  be  proud;  they  ought  to  be  proud; 
and  proud,  I  trust,  they  long  will  continue 
to  be.  They  have  a  right  to  be  proud  of 
the  noble  deeds  and  great  public  services 
performed  hy  their  illustrious  forefathers  : 
they  have  a  right  to  be  proud  of  their  own 
high  and  ennobling  qualities  ;  tbey  have  a 
right  to  be  proud  of  the  afiectiou,  the  es- 
teem, and  the  respect  felt  for  them  by  th^ 
fellow  conntrymen.  But  will  the  proud 
aristocracy  of  England  contend  for  the 
continuance  of  a  law,  under  which  they 
are  habic  to  have  it  cost  in  their  teeth, 
that  they  derive  a  portion  of  their  income 
from  a  poor  rate — and  a  rate  too,  not 
levied  on  the  wealthy  for  the  support  a[ 
the  indigent  poor  ;  hut  raised  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  rich,  and  wrung  from  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  poorest  of  the  poor  ?  WiU 
the  proud  aristocracy  of  England  contend 
for  the  continuance  of  a  law,  under  which 
the  toil-worn  peasant  or  the  drooping  ar- 
tisan, when  dividing  among  his  craving 
children  the  insufficient  meal  which  he  has 
purchased  with  the  hard-eamed  wages  of 
his  exhausting  labour,  must  inwar^y  re- 
pine to  think,  that  each  scanty  morsel  is 
rendered  scantier  still  than  it  might  other- 
wise hare  been,  in  order  that  the  punfol 
retrenchments  of  his  "  humble  shed"  may 
go  to  swell  the  lumrious  superfluities  of 
"  some  contiguona  palace  V  If  we  cannot 
convince  the  reason  of  the  British  aristo- 
cracy; if  we  appeal  in  vun  to  their  justice; 
if,  which  I  never  will  believe,  their  genero- 
sity is  dead  ;  let  us  at  least  awaken  their 
pride ;  that  manly  and  honourable  pride, 
which  founded  on  the  judgment  of  a  self- 
approving  conscience,  secures  to  man  his 
ownrespecti  and  codusAods  for  him  ih* 
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iwpect  of  others.  It  h&s  been  ihown  tlut 
th«  mounres  now  proposed  will  Jnorease 
the  oommerce  of  this  countij,  and  will  bj 
tliis  meuiB  add  to  its  wealth,  and  augment 
its  genertd  prosperitj.  But  with  these 
sdTMita^  will  follow  another  of  still 
greater  importance  ; — for  in  proportion  as 
we  increase  our  commercial  relations  with 
other  coontries,  we  mnltiplj  the  chances 
of  die  preserratioa  of  peace.  If,  for  the 
take  of  preserriog  peace,  ire  make  .weak 
eoncesriom  and  timid  rabmissioDB,  we  ful 
in  accompUshing  onr  purpose.  We  stave 
off  indeed  onr  difficulties  for  the  moment, 
Imt  thej  soon  come  back  npon  us  again 
vjth  increased  embarrassment  and  aggra- 
vated pressnre,  and  we  find  that  we 
have — 


Bnt  far  otherwise  is  it  when,  by  extending 
commercial  intercourse,  we  give  to  other 
nations  interesta  in  the  maintenance  of 
peace,  equal  to,  and  identical  with  our  own. 
If  monanths  are  ambitious  and  grasping, 
or  if  democracies  are  encroaching  and  ag- 
greasive,  and  yon  wish  to  bind  them  down 
to  keep  the  peace — fetter  them  with  com- 
merce :  or,  u  jou  want  to  inspire  their 
minds  with  juster  and  more  moderate  sen- 
timents, spread  wide  before  them  the  book 
of  the  merchant ;  and  be  assured  that  in 
the  pages  of  that  volume,  they  will  see 
more  cogent  and  oonclumve  arguments 
againat  unjust  and  unnecessary  war,  than 
are  to  be  found  in  the  purest  precepts  of 
the  moralist,  or  in  the  wis«t  exhortations 
of  the  statesman.  Upon  these  grounds, 
therefore,  I  give  this  measure  my  hearty 
■npport.  I  support  it,  because  I  think  it 
calculated  to  promote  the  welfare,  the  com- 
fort, the  happiness,  aud  the  prosperity  of 
this  country  ;  and  because  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  founded  on  priDciples  wfaicb  tend  to 
secure  to  mankind  that  great  and  inesti- 
mable blessing,  the  cooUnuance  of  intema- 
ti<HiaI  peace. 

The  House  Aen  divided  on  the  Question, 
that  the  word  "  now"  stand  part  of  the 
Question:— Ayes  302  ;  Noes  214 :  Ua- 
jority,  88. 
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Uitof 

t\e  Noes. 

Kelly,  Sir  F. 

Reid.  Col. 

AcUttd,  Sir.  T.  D. 

Kelly,  J. 

Rou,  D.  R. 

Adar«,  ViHt. 

Dnckwortb,  Sir  J.  T.  B 

Kirk.  P. 

RumMd.  C.  E. 

Adderley,  C-  B. 

Duncombe,  hoD.  A. 

Rurfell.  Lord  J. 

Alford,  Viiot. 

DQDCombe,  bon.  0. 

Lambwn,  H. 

RuiMll,  Lord  E. 

Allix.J.  P. 

Da  Pre.  C.  G. 

UngMon.  J.  H. 

Russell,  J.  D.W. 

Antrobns,  E. 

Ea.t.J.B. 

L.Kdle».  hon.  W.  S. 

Emlyn,  ViMt. 

L»yar(t,  Capt. 

Sandon,  Vijct. 

Archbold.  R. 

Eutwiale.  W. 

Legh.  G-  C. 

Scott,  R. 

Arkwright.  G. 

Famham,  E.  B. 

Lemon.  Sir  C. 

Scropo,  G.  P. 

Aatell,  W. 

Fellowei.  E. 

Loch,  J. 

Seymour,  Lord 

Aunin.CoL 

Filmer,  Sir  E. 

Lockbart.A.E. 

Scjmour,  Sir  H.  B. 

Bagge,W. 

Finch, G. 

tyall.  G. 

Smith.  B. 

B^t;hon.W. 

Macaulay,  rthon.T.B. 

Smith,  J.  A. 

Bailey,  J. 

Floyer.J. 

MaekiDDon,  W.  A. 

Smith,  rt.  hon.  B.  V. 

Bailey.  J.,  jun. 

Forbee.  W. 

Smythe,  hon.  G. 

Bullla,  W. 

Form»n,  T.  S. 

M'Carthy,  A. 

Somers.  J.  P. 

Banku,  G. 

Foi,  S.  L. 

M-Ge^hy.  F.  A. 

Somer»el,  Lord  G. 

B»ring,T. 

Freweo.  C.  H. 

M'NeiU,  U. 

Somerville,  Sir  W.  M. 

Barrington,  Viiet. 

Fuller.  A.  E. 

M'T>gg»rt,  Sir  J. 

SUn»field.  W.  R.  C. 

Baskenille.  T.  B.  M. 

Gardner.  J.  D. 

UihonfviHt. 

Stanton.  W.  H. 

Balenon,  T. 

Gaakell.  J.  M. 

Staunton.  Sir  G.  T. 

Bell,  H. 

GUdMotte,  Capt. 

Muigle..  R.  D. 
MMrforibank..  S. 

Stewart,  P.  M. 

Benett,  J. 

Gooch,  E.  S. 

Stewart,  J. 

Beonet,  P. 

Gordon,  boo.  Capt. 

M«r.hall.  W.  ■ 

Stuart.  Urd  J. 

Bentinck,  Urd  G. 

Gore,  W.  0. 

Mftr.Und.  U. 

Stuart,  H. 

Bentinck,  Lord  H. 

Gore.W.R.O. 

Mirtin,  J. 

Strickland,  Sir  O. 

BUckbume.  J.  L 

Goring.  C, 

M«tin.C.W. 

Stru.t.E. 

Blflckirtone,  W.  S. 

Granby,  Marq.  01 

Sutton,  hon.  n.  M. 

Blakemore,  R. 

Grogan,  E. 

Tancred,  U,  W. 

Boldero,  H.  G. 

Hale.  K.  B. 

Ibole,  rt.  boa.  F. 

Thesiger,  Sir  F. 

Botthwick,  P. 

Uemell,  Capt. 

Thoroely,  T. 

Brwnrton.  T.  W. 

HaU.  Col. 

Hilnea.  B.  H. 

Tollemaehe,  hon.F.J. 

Bri«:o,  M. 

Habey.  T.  P. 

Mitoalfc.  H. 

Tomline.  G. 

Broadlej,  H 

Harcourt.  G.  G. 

Mitcliell.  T,  A. 

Townelcy,  J. 

Harria,  hon.  Capt. 

Moffiiti,  G. 

TraiU.  G. 

Brooke,  Lord 

TrelawDT,  J.  S. 

Brownritt,  J.  S. 
Bruges  W,H.L. 

Morpeth.  ViKt. 

Trench.  Sir  F.  W. 

Heneage.  E. 

»forrii.». 

Troubridge,SirE.T. 

Buek.  L.  W. 

Henley,  J.  W. 

Mori«.n,G.n. 

Tu&cU.  a. 

Buller.  Sir  J.  Y. 

Hildyard.  T.  B.  T. 

Morrinon,  J. 

Turner,  E. 

BurreU.  Sir  C.  11 

UiU.  LordE. 

Mo.trD.h<.n.E.M.L. 

Vane,  Lord  H. 

Hinde.  J.  0. 

Munti,  G.  F. 

Vernon.  G.  H. 

Caznpbell,  Sir  H. 

Hodgaon.  F. 

N.pier,  Sir  0. 

Villier*.  hon.  C. 

Carew,  W.  H.  P. 

Hodgson,  R. 

NeviUe,  R. 

ViUicni.  Viact. 

Ca.Uereagh.Vi«rt. 

Ilolmea,  hou.W.A.C 

O'Brien.  J. 

Virian,  J.  H. 

Cayley,  K-  S- 

Hope,  Sir  J. 

O'Brien.  T. 

1'ivUn,  hon.  Capt. 

Chaudwi,  Harq.  of 

Hope,  A. 

0-ConneU,  J. 

Wakley.  T. 

Ghe1«a.  ViKt: 

Hothun,  Lord 

Ord,  W. 

Walker,  R. 

Oiborne.  R. 

Wall.  C.  B. 

Uudwn.  G. 

Omid,  J. 

Warburton,  H. 

ChurehiU,  Lord  A.  S. 

Hurat,  R.  U. 

Owfn.SirJ. 

Ward,  H.  G. 

Chuto,  W.  L.  W. 

Honey,  T. 

Paget,  Col. 

Watson,  W.  H. 

Cli^"  J.  T. 

Ingestre,  Viact. 

Paget.  Lord  W. 

Wawn.  J.  T. 

Inglia.  Sir  R.  B. 

PM«,  LonI  A. 

Wellesley,  LotdO. 

CliTB,  Viwt. 

Jolliflb.  SirW.  G.H. 

PftltaorBton.  Viwt. 

White,  S. 

Cole.  bon.  n.  A. 

Jones,  Capt. 

Parker.  J. 

Willianu,  W. 

CoUett,  W.  R. 

Kemble.  H. 

P,ttrn,  J.  W. 

Wilshere,  W. 

Colqobonn.  J.  C. 

Kerrinon,  Sir  E. 

PatliMii,  J. 

Winuington.  Kr  T.  E. 

ColTile,  C.  R. 

Knight.  F.  W. 

PecheU.  Capt. 

Wood,  C. 

Compton.  H.  C. 

Knigbtley,  Sir  C. 

Peel.  rt.  hoD.  Sir  R. 

Wood,  Col. 

Coole.  Sir  C.  B. 

Law.hon.  C.  E. 

Peel..J. 

Wood,  Col.  T. 

Courtenay,  Lord 

Lawaon.  A. 

Wortloy.  bon.  J.S. 

Darie.,  D.  A.  S. 

Lennoi,  Lord  G.  B.  G 

PeansDC,  bon.  Col. 

Wrightaon,  W.  B. 

Deeded  W. 

Italic,  C.  P. 

Phiiip.,  G.  R. 

Wjnn,rt.bei».C.  W.W. 

Deni»n,  W.  J. 

Lockhart.  W. 

Phillpotls,  J. 

Wyae,  T. 

Denuwo,  E.  B. 

Long,  W. 

Powell.™' 

Yorke,  H.  R, 

Dick  Qninttn 

Lopea.  Sir  R. 

DtaraeU.  B. 

Lo«ther.SirJ.  H, 

Price.  Sir  R. 

TELLSU. 

Dodd.G. 

Lowther.  ho«.  OoL 

Protheroe.  E. 

Young.  E. 

DougU..  Sir  H. 

Lygon.  bon.  Gen 

Pullf(>nl,R. 

B«ing,  H. 

DonglM,  i.  D.  8. 

M«*ei«te,T.      ,  ^ 
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W.F. 

Haoleui,  D. 
Mumen,  Lord  C.  S. 
Mumen,  Lord  J. 
HArch,  Earl  of 
UAoiuaU,  T.  P. 
UaxweU.  boo.  J.  P. 
Mildma;,  Q.  St.  John 
Mile>.  P.  W.  S. 
MU*i,W. 
Horgkn,  0. 
MorgBB.  C. 
Mundr,  £.  U. 
Neald.  J. 
Hceld,  J. 
N«wpott,  VKot. 

0*  Brian,  A.  S. 
OHolitoQ,  Lord 
PMke,  C.  W. 
Pdunfton,  J.  S. 
Fslner,  E. 
Pklmei',  Q. 
Figift,  Sir  a. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
PoUlnEton,  Vi«ct. 
Powell,  Cot. 
Kuhleigh,  W. 
Rendlsshun,  Lord 
ReptoD,  G.  v.  i. 
lUohwdi,  R. 
BoUeMoD,  Col. 
Roimd,  0.  J. 
Bound,  J. 
BuMlLO. 
Rrdar,  hon.  G.  D. 
Sudmoa,  R. 
SoDtt,  hon.  F. 


Seymr,  H.K. 
Sbaw,  rt.  ban.  F. 
Shepnrd.  T. 
Shendui,  R.  B. 
Shirie;,  E.  J. 
Shirley,  E.  P. 
Sibtborp,  Col. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  Sir  H. 
Sotbaron,  T.  H.  S. 
Spooasr,  R. 
Spry,  Sir  S.  T. 
Stuilc;,  E. 
Stuart,  J. 
Tajlor,  E. 
T»jlor,  J.  A. 
ThompaoB,  Aid. 
Tbornhill,  G. 
Tollemache,  J. 
Tower.  C. 
Trollopo,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J, 
Tyrrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vyse,  R.  H.  R.  H. 
Vyryan,  Sir  R.  R. 
Wwldington,  H,  S. 
W.lpole,  S.  H, 
Walih,  Sir  J.  B. 
Williams,  T.  P. 
Wodehoute,  E. 
Woroeitor,  Hw].  of 
Woraley,  Lord 
Wjnn,  Sir  W.  W. 
Yorke,  hon.  E.  T. 


[On  Mooant  of  the  imporUnce  of  diia 
Division,  we  subjoin  tho  foUowing  non- 
official  statement.] 

SUMMART. 

UAJORITT   (tellers   INOLtTDXC). 

ComemtiTsa        103 

WnmiM     203 


Pkired  

AbMot,  (ConHrr*tiTe<) 
Ditto  (Ubml«) 


ForgaMn,  Sir  E. 
Boyd,  J.  |Gon.} 
Corb^y,  M.  E. 
EnrtoD,  Lord  F. 
PhllJM,Bl 


MOM. 

Ponsonby,  hon.  0. 

Br»l>b>w.  J. 

SmoUett,  A.  (Con.) 
Darner,  Col.  D.  (CoB.) 

Bruen,  Col. 

Howard,  J. 

Conolly,  Col. 

OTerr»U,  R.  M. 

Ore.MweU,  A.  B. 

Standiob,  C. 

FoUiott.  J. 

Barwn,  Sir  H.  W. 

Forester,  G.  C. 

Duudas.  J.  C. 

Gregory,  W.  H. 

Bunburr,  T.  (Con.) 

Runilton,  G.  A. 

Hamilton,  J.  H. 

Power,  J. 

HoiAlns,  K. 

Johnson,  G«n. 

Irton,S. 

Ja»w,vr. 

Leader.  J.  T. 

Drai,  J.  W.  S. 

Lefroy.  A. 

Eamende,  Sir  T. 

Oddell.  H. 

Newry,  Loid  (Con.) 

•Linduy,  H.  H. 

LUto4el,  Lord 

Marton,  G. 

Pigott,  D.  R. 

Nicholl,  J. 

Vemer.  Col.  (Con.) 
Tumor.  C.  (Con.) 

0.wald,  A. 

Trevor.  G.  R. 

Dundas,  F. 

Vewy.  T. 

O'Brien.  0. 

Whitmoro.  T.  C. 

Chapman,  A.  (Con.) 

Wyndhsm.  Col.  C. 

0'C;nl.6ll,M.J. 

AUen*. 

COKIUriTtTH. 

Aetoo.  Col. 

Hepbom,  SirT. 

A^ey,  hon.  H. 

Huuoy.A. 

Bermuil,  Lord 

Ker,  D.  S. 

Brooke,  Sir  A. 

UMelle.,E. 

Bruce,  C. 

Kortt^d,Urd 

Copeland.  Aid. 

E«ton,  R.  J. 

Polhill.  F. 

Egerton,  Sir  P. 

Pr»ed,W.T. 

FerraDd,  W.  B. 

Prioe,  R. 

Godun,  R. 

Pueey,  P. 

Hamilton,  B. 

Somenet.  Lord 

SST"' 

VUian,  J.  E. 

Welby,  G.  E. 

Hayei,  Sir  E. 

Wyndham,  J.  0. 

Heneage,  G.  W. 

Amittrong,  Sir  A. 

Martin,  T.B. 

Amndel,  Lord 

Norreyi,  Sir  D, 

Bell,  J. 

O'Brien.  W.  S. 

BeUew,  R.  M- 

O'Connell.  D. 

Berkeley,  hon.  G. 

O'Connell,  M. 

Blake,  Sir  V. 

O-Conor  Don 

Bodkin,  J. 

P^'pP«.SirR.B. 

Bulkeley,  Sir  R. 

Sutler,  CoL 

P,7«Tp. 

CUaghan,  D. 

Riee.  E,  R. 

Clsmenta,  Lord 

Rioardo,  J.  L. 

Dawson,  T.  V. 

Roohe,  E.  B. 

Duff,  J. 

Eoebuek,  J.  A. 

Fielden,  J. 

Shcil,  R.  L. 

French,  P. 

Shalbume,  Lord 

Gnttan,  fl. 

Stanler.  W.  0. 

Hallyburton,  Lord  F.        Stuart',  W.  V. 

Heron,  Sir  R. 

Talbot,  C.  R. 

Howard,  Capt. 

Tuite.  H.  M. 

Jerris,  J. 

TTcmy.!,  Capt. 

UngtOB.  0. 

Wertenra,  J.  0. 

M'DonnoU,  J. 

White,  H. 

Maltland,  T. 

Wilde,  Sir  T. 

Mahar,  N. 

•  Mr.  LindMy  and  Lord  Urtowol  were  both  to 

OB  tfao  CoilUlMILl, 

(~,(>(>o[o 
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Members  by  Honday,  or  whether  Ub  in- 
ability to  furnish  it  would  not  be  »  soffi* 
cient  reason  for  not  entering  into  »  disciw- 
uon  for  which  the  House  would  BOt  be 
prepared. 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  regretted  rery  mneh 
that  anything  ahonld  interrupt  the  progreaa 
of  the  Com  Law;  but  the  Government  had 
already  declared  their  intention  to  proceed 
on  Monday  with  the  first  reading  of  the 
Bill  for  the  Protection  of  Life  in  Ireland. 
He  believed  that  in  the  House  of  Lords  no 
Papers  were  produced  ;  but  that  the  Mem- 
bers of  that  House  agreed  to  the  measure 
apon  the  statement  of  the  noble  Barl  by 
whom  it  was  brought  forward.  The  Re- 
turns for  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
moved  could  not  yet  be  produced  in  a  per- 
fect form;  but  he  should  have  hoped  that 
the  Bill  might  have  been  read  a  first  timo 
without  opposition,  as  was  usually  done,  as 
a  matter  of  courtesy,  with  a  Bill  which 
came  down  from  the  other  House  of  Pariia- 
ment.  With  the  aingle  exception  of  th« 
Coercion  Bill  of  1833,  he  believed  that 
every  Bill  which  came  down  from  the  other 
House  was  read  a  first  time  as  a  matter  of 
course.  A  resistance  to  the  first  reading 
would  be,  to  say  the  least,  very  nnnsnol; 
and  he  only  regretted  that  it  woold  be  his 
duty,  on  Monday  nest,  at  five  o'clock,  to 
move  that  the  Protection  of  Life  (Ireland) 
Bill  be  read  a  first  time. 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  Thraa 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Monday.  March  30,  1846. 


<t,  IbaCbvltiMiTraita 
BUt^-Br  tlH  HBquH  of  LMidovD*,  baa  Rcnn 
CU^Me  OtflaiBi  la  Uw  WhUhdih  iltiiaUd  In  On 


ccfncD  the  w 
•OBIaoaBiludlanlBciDilMghl  pT>T<n,p 
IlHCMwodlH  l>cior  Uw  CommMaM 
te  Radnn— By  tbt  BkI  of  Ddbou^  1 
M^OlHffaw.  txiiuAtorUoBctiaA  M 

ili0i>AiBiiimt(irCii|4Uti>biMa|«a|<dla 

PBof  Nn  EtaOni*. 
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EVICTION  OF  TEHANTRT-HIRELAHD). 
The  UAiuttTEBS  of  LOmiONDERRT 
bronglit  forward  the  Motioa  of  which  he 
he  lud  ^ven  notice,  to  the  effect  that 
there 

— "be  Ikid  beftrs  tbu  Hoow  a  Return  of  the 
^ieotDMnta  utiuUj  ouried  into  sBeat  in  Iraluid 
OB  tha  Tananta  and  Ooeapien  of  Land  dnrinj;  the 
Tou*  1S41,  1849,  ISa,  ISll,  and  18U ;  aped^- 
iig  tbe  Nombers  Id  each  BaroiiT  and  Oountj  re- 
notivelj,  and  ihowing  the  Toitl  Number  ' 
Tear.'* 

Befi»«  takbg  the  Totes  of  their  Lordships 
<m  Hoa  Motion,  he  wu  Bniiona  to  uf  a  few 
worda  in  reference  to  the  Uotion  he  had 
ibnneiij  made  with  respect  to  the  eviction 
of  tenantry  in  tbe  counties  of  Rosconunon 
and  Qalway.  These  remarks  he  would 
offsr,  notwithstanding,  that  he  had  been 
giren  to  undentand  that  his  noble  Friend 
near  him  (Sari  of  St.  Germans)  had  notes 
jet  obtained  any  anthentio  information 
which  he  could  commonicate  to  Uieir 
Lordships  in  reference  to  the  object 
iriiich  he  (the  Marqaess  of  Londonderry) 
bad  in  view  in  moving  for  these  Returns. 
It  would  be  in  the  remembrance  of  their 
Lordshiiw  that  a  short  time  since  he  had 
called  their  attention  to  certain  cases  of 
iriuleaale  ejection  of  tenantry,  alleged  in 
the  public  pi^Mn  to  hare  taken  place  in 
the  ooimtiee  of  Galway  and  Roscommon, 
fie  waa  not  himself  connected  with  those 
eonnties;  bat  he  was  very  mnch  stmck  by 
reading  the  eztraordinsry  statements  whum 
had  appeared  in  the  newspapers;  and  he 
£alt  it  to  be  his  duty  (in  the  event  of  no 
other  Member  of  t^t  House  undertaking 
the  office)  to  bring  the  matter  under  the 
mosideraUon  of  Parliament,  and  to  state 
tbe  eircnmstances  connected  with  it,  for 
this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  that  some  noble 
Xiord  who  was  connected  with  that  part  of 
the  island,  and  who  might  in  consequence 
be  supposed  to  be  in  possession  of  authen- 
tic information  respecting  the  alleged  oc- 
enrrences,  might  stand  up  and  eij^aiu  for 
Hm  aatioCaotion  of  that  House  and  the  pub- 
lie  how  the  true  'state  of  the  facta  really 
stood.  When  he  undertook  this  duty,  a 
noble  Friend  of  his  opposite  assured  their 
IiMdshipB  that  the  statements  which  had 
^ipeared  in  the  public  prints  had  been  only 
inserted  ad  ayttandvm;  but  he  (the  Mar- 
aiMsa  of  Londonderry],  notwithstanding 
uia  assorance,  was  very  ^ad  that  he  had 
taken  up  the  matter;  for  having  made  due 
inquiries,  and  entered  into  correspondence 
on  Ae  subject,  he  found  he  was  deeply 
grieved  to  have  to  state  that  in  Ow  county 


not  of  Roscommon,  but  of  Galway,  eject- 
ments had  taken  place  to  a  very  great,  in- 
deed to  a  very  shameful  extent.  He  be- 
lieved there  could  be  no  doubt  hut  that  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gerrard  were  the  parties  on  whose 
estates  those  sad  ejectments  had  token  place, 
and  that  seventy-six  families,  comprismg  in 
all  no  less  than  300  indtvidnals,  bad  not 
only  been  turned  out  of  their  houses,  but 
had  even — the  unfortunate  wretches — ^beon 
mercilessly  driven  from  tbe  ditches  to  which 
they  had  betaken  themselves  for  shelter, 
and  where  they  were  attempting  to  get  up 
a  covering  of  some  kind  by  means  of  stioks 
and  mud.  He  could  not  go  through  the 
distressing  details  of  these  scenes,  for  he 
trusted  that  such  tilings  would  never  bap- 
pen  agun,  in  consequence  of  the  publicity 
which  had  been  given  to  these  occurrences. 
It  was  with  a  view  to  ensure  that  publicity 
that  he  bad  not  moved  for  the  Returns. 
He  did  not  mean  to  dispute  the  right  of 
landed  proprietors  to  cause  ejectments  to 
be  made  judiciously,  and  in  a  pr<n>er  and 
befitting  manner;  they  certainly  bad  a  right 
to  man^;e  their  estates  as  they  pleased; 
but  they  should  not  forget  that  they  were 
responsible  to  society,  and  most  assuredly 
it  was  impossible,  witiiout  resorting  to  the 
most  extraordinary  and  the  most  heartless 
severity,  to  exhibit  such  scenes  as  had  re- 
centiy  been  exhibited  in  tbe  county  of  Gal- 
way. If  they  wanted  to  clear  their  estates 
of  anyportion  of  their  tenantry,  they  might 
have  gone  to  work  by  degrees,  encooragmg 
them  to  emigration,  or  giving  them  some 
assistonoe  to  remove  and  establish  them- 
selves elsewhere;  but  he  found  that  m  the 
present  instance  these  unfortunate  people 
nad  thor  rents  actually  ready,  and  that 
year  after  year  they  o^ered  them  to  tbia 
Gerrard  family,  and  implored  that  they 
should  be  received ;  but  the  request  was  re- 
fused, and  the  unhappy  people  were  driven 
out  of  tbeir  holdings,  and  an  entire  village 
depopulated.  If  such  scenes  as  these  oc- 
curred in  tbe  south  and  south-west  of  Ire- 
land (thank  Ood  they  were  unknown  in  the 
north  I)  was  it  to  be  wondered  at,  howevw 
it  might  be  deplored,  that  deeds  of  outrage 
and  violence  should  occasionally  be  attempt- 
ed, and  that  the  law  was  not  respected  as 
it  oug^t  to  be  ?  He  greatly  feared  there 
waa  something  radically  wrong  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  agents  and  persons  acting 
under  landlords  conducted  themselves  in 
Ireland,  which  stung  the  peasantiy  into 
madness,  otherwise  these  tbmgs  would  not 
take  place.  How  did  these  things  occur  7 
They  appeared  to  him  equally  ativcioua 
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with  Koj  of  die  acta  of  religions  sererity 
vhich  h&d  recontlf  taken  place  in  RusBia, 
«nd  to  which  reference  had  been  made  by 
a  noble  Lord  in  that  House.  He  protested 
that  be  coold  see  nothing  in  the  proceedings 
which  had  occurred  in  Russia,  which  could 
transcend  in  atrocity  the  wholesale  evictions 
which  bad  talen  place  on  the  estate  of 
the  Oerrard  family.  If  people  were  very 
severe  on  acts  of  religious  cruelty  occurring 
in  other  lands,  it  was  hkely  that  persons 
in  those  other  lands  would  take  up  the 
occurrences  which  happened  in  our  own 
unfortunate  Ireland,  and  maintain  that  the 
English  GoTemment  were  as  little 
to  look  into  these  affairs  as  the  Russian 
Qovcnunent  were  to  inquire  into  mattera 
of  equal  atrocity  happening  in  Russ 
That  these  evictions  had  taken  place 
Ireland  be  was  well  satisfied ;  and  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Andrew  Barn- 
field,  of  Ballinasloe,  which  corroborated 
the  statements  which  had  appeared 
pnhlic  prints.  In  this  communication  from 
Mr.  Bamfield  was  enclosed  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  had  been  addressed  on  the 
subject  to  a  Member  of  the  other  Hi 
(Mr.  O'Connell);  hut  he  had  rather 
read  it  there,  as  the  matter  would  doubt- 
less be  brought  forward  in  another  place. 
Moreover,  he  did  not  wish  to  have  anything 
in  common  with  that  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  from  whcm  he  differed  entirely 
on  every  thing  having  any  connexion  wiUk 
Ireland.  Mr.  Bamfield,  however,  had  in- 
closed the  letter,  and  observed  that  the 
entire  det^s  of  these  evictions  were  to  be 
found  in  an  Irish  paper,  the  F 
Journal,  they  having  been  collected  by  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  sent  down  there 
for  that  purpose  by  the  conductor  of  the 
jonmal  in  question,  who  thought  it  right 
to  show  that  the  public  papers  had  not 
been  guilty  of  any  vilification,  and  that 
nothing  had  been  stated  which  had  not 
taken  place.  When  public  indignation 
was  brought  to  bear  upon  such  proceedings 
as  these,  it  was  to  bo  hoped  that  the  pro- 
gress of  them  would  be  arrested.  The 
noble  Marquess  then  alluded  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  Irish  people  consequent  on 
the  potato  disease,  and  stated  that  he  had 
much  pleasure  in  informing  their  Lordships 
that  be  had  received  aathentic  advices 
from  Ireland,  stating  that  in  the  counties 
of  Down  and  Cavan  no  want  «ther  of  food 
or  of  employment  had  been  experienced. 
Kothing  coidd  be  wiser  than  the  precau- 
tionary measures  which  had  been  taken  in 
Dublin  by  order  of  tbe  Govemmsnt ;  but 
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having  seen  a  circular  letter  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Relief  Commisdon  to  the 
Lords  Lieutenant  of  the  various  counties, 
pointing  out  tiie  necessity  of  forming  dis- 
trict committees  throughout  the  country, 
it  occurred  to  him  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  the  Relief  Committee  not  extending 
their  powers  to  any  districts  where  their 
exertione  were  not  needed.  An  injustice 
might  otherwise  be  done  to  districts  where 
want  was  really  sensibly  felt.  Directions 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  Lords  Lieutenant 
i  to  force  relief  where  it  was  not  re- 
ired,  nor  to  order  it  to  be  granted  unless 
cases  where  they  found  it  abstdutely 
necessary. 

The  Eahl  of  ST.  GERMANS  said,  that 
he  had  not  as  yet  received  the  information 
with  which  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland  promised  to  furnish  him^  rela- 
tive to  the  subject  on  which  the  noble 
Marquess  had  spoken  ;  and  he,  therefore, 
requested  their  Lordships  to  permit  him 
to  absttun  from  entering  on  any  discussion 
upon  the  subject.  He  hoped  to  be  able,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  to  state  what  the 
real  facts  of  the  case  were.  With  regard 
to  what  the  noble  Marquess  had  said  of  the 
distreBB  in  Ireland,  he  had  not  seen  the 
document  to  which  the  noble  Marquess  had 
referred,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Relief 
Board ;  but  ho  apprehended  that  that  com- 
munication only  referred  to  the  particular 
counties  where  distress  existed ;  and  it  was 
to  such  counties  most  certainly  that  the 
Commission  should  hmit  its  exertions. 
With  respect  to  the  Motion  under  the 
immediate  consideration  of  the  Ilonse,  he 
begged  leave  to  say,  on  the  part  of  &t 
Government,  that  he  had  no  possible  ob- 
jection to  it ;  but  there  was  one  matter 
to  which  he  was  anxious  to  direct  th« 
attention  of  his  noble  Friend  who  had 
proposed  it.  The  bformation  sought  tot 
in  these  Returns — information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ejectments — could  only  be  pro- 
cured through  the  clerks  of  the  peace. 
Now  the  clerks  of  the  peaee  were  not 
public  officers :  they  were  the  officer*  of 
the  country;  and  as  they  would  be  put  to 
very  great  trouble  in  preparing  these  Re- 
turns, he  suggested  to  the  noble  Marquess 
whether,  uuIces  some  provision  were  made 
for  their  remuneration,  they  would  be 
botmd  to  comply  with  the  Orders  of  that 
House.  He  suggested  whether  it  might 
not  be  well  to  provide  some  mode  of  com- 
pensation for  them. 

Lord  MONTEAOLE  observed,  that 
the  clerk  of  the  peaoe  was  most  unqoet- 
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liaaMy  &  pabUo  officer;  and,  as  BQch, 
bound  to  jurniah  such  information  acquired 
in  tui  office  aa  ParliameDt  might  think  fit 
to  require  from  him.  With  respect  to  the 
expediency  of  according  him  additional  re- 
muneration for  hia  trouble,  that  was  another 
uid  a  aecondarj  consideration ;  but  there 
could  be  no  doubt  whatever  that,  as  a 
vnblic  officer,  he  was  bound  to  obey  that 
House.  The  noble  Marquess  had  alluded 
to  the  present  condition  of  Ireland.  Ho 
(Lord  Monteagle]  was  happy  to  loam  that 
there  were  any  diiitricts  of  that  country 
where  distress  did  not  exist  to  an  alarming 
degree;  but  it  was  a  matter  of  absolute 
amazement  to  him  how  any  one  could  ques- 
tion for  one  moment  that  there  was  in  Ire- 
land generally  at  the  present  moment  an 
appalling  degree  of  misery  and  distress.  A 
friend  of  his,  who  was  resident  in  the 
county  of  Clare,  had  stated  to  him,  in  a 
letter,  a  few  days  since,  the  result  of  his 
own  experience,  which  was,  that  ho  had 
fonnd  a  family  in  that  county  eating  food 
from  which  so  putrid  nnd  offensive  an 
effluvia  issued,  that  when  consuming  it 
they  were  obliged  to  leave  the  doors  and 
windows  of  their  cabins  open,  and  they 
oould  not  eat  it  under  any  other  circum- 
stances. If  there  was  anything  calculated 
more  than  another  to  add  fuel  to  the  fire 
in  favour  of  Repeal  of  the  Union,  and  to 
give  strength  to  those  who  declared  that 
the  Englisit  people  did  not  sympathiEe 
with  the  diatross  of  the  Irish,  it  woa  the 
giving  countenance,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  any  indisposition  to  rocognixe  the  real 
facts  of  tho  cose,  and  to  apply  such  reme- 
dies aa  might  testify  tho  sincerity  of  their 
Dompassion. 

The  DcKE  of  WELLINGTON  observed, 
tltat  there  could  not  be  tho  least  doubt  but 
tba-t  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in  Ireland 
a  public  officer,  and  bound,  as  auch,  to 
obey  tho  Orders  of  thnt  House.  With  re- 
elect to  the  Motion  of  the  noble  Marquess, 
he  was  sorry  that  his  noble  Friend  had  not 
Men  the  propriety  of  giving  notice  of  such 
a  Resolution  as  tho  present. 

The  Marquebs  of  LONDONDERRY 
remarked,  that  ho  hod  taken  care  to  give 
due  notice  of  the  Motion. 

The  Duke  of  WELLINGTON 
aware  that  tho  fact  was  so.  As  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Monteagle)  with  respect  to  Ireland, 
Iw  oould  only  say  that  ho  believed  tbore 
COttld  be  no  doubt  whatever  with  respect  to 
the  amount  of  the  evil  which  at  the  present 
noawnt  existed  in  Ireland.   He  (the  Duke 


of  Wellington)  had  been  one  of  those  who, 
in  the  month  of  November  last,  doubted 

that  it  was  possible  tliat  the  evil  which 
threatened  Ireland  could  be  so  great  as  it 
was  represented,  and  as  it  appeared  to  bo 
the  present  moment  ;   but  he  was  sorry 
say,  that  he  now  found  that  those  who 
■re  of  a  different  opinion  from  himself 
;rc   entirely  riglit,  and  that  those  who 
thought  that  the  evil  was  not  of  great  mag- 
nitude were  wrong,  and  he  (t^e  Duke  of 
Wellington)  was  one  of  them. 

The  Marquess  of  CLANBICARDB 
B»d,  that  from  private  information  he  had 
received,  he  believed  the  facts  were  as  they 
hod  been  represented;  nnd  it  appeared  to 
him  it  was  a  proper  ease  for  inquiry,  and 
a  illustrating  tho  necessity  for  a  change 
the  law  of  landlord  and  tenant.  Aa  to 
the  question  of  distress  in  Ireland,  it  waa 
not  a  matter  for  party  conflict;  ho  thought 
the  measures  that  had  been  adopted  by 
the  Government  were  judicious,  and  calcu- 
lated to  alleviate  the  suffering  that  existed  t 
but  they  must  not  relax  in  their  exertiona, 
evil  might  arrive  at  a  height  which 
c  had  as  yet  contemplated.  It 
had  been  said  in  some  quarters,  that 
the  distress  which  had  existed  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  waa  now  reced- 
ing ;  hut  that  was  not  tho  case.  It  ex- 
isted stilt  to  a  fearful  extent,  and  what 
it  might  be  in  July  no  one  could  venture 
to  foretell. 

Tho  Eam.  of  MALMESBURY  said, 
there  WQB  no  one,  he  believed,  sharing  with 
him  the  opinions  he  entertained  on  certain 
questions,  who  would  deny  the  great  ex- 
tent of  distress  that  existed  in  Ireland. 
The  potato  crop  had  to  a  great  extent 
foiled.  Persons  might  have  fallen  into 
mistakes  in  what  they  had  alleged  in  this 
respect;  but  then  it  was  because  tbis  ques- 
tion  of  distress  hod  been  connected  with 
another  great  questiou  now  before  Parlia- 
ment— two  questions  which  had  been  most 
awkwardly  connected  together  by  tho  Go- 
vernment. He,  and  those  to  whom  he 
alluded,  did  not  deny  that  distress  existed. 
They  would  havo  been  the  first  to  come 
forward  upon  that  question.  But  what  they 
did  deny  was,  that  there  was  sufficient  and 
just  cause  for  all  those  extraordinary 
changes  which  had  taken  place  in  tho 
opinions  of  the  Government ;  and  they 
further  denied  that  the  measures  which 
they  had  prepared  would,  if  they  passed 
them,  in  any  poasible  way  alleviate  the 
calamity. 
Returns  ordered, 

yCoogle 
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LoKD  KINNARD,  in  bringing  forward 
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Uie  IfotioD  of  which  he  h&d  given  notice, 
eommeated  upon  the  unaatlafoctory  state 
of  rulwaf  legislation  in  general,  and  said 
that  his  object  in  moring  for  a  Committee 
was  to  show  the  great  hardships  nnder 
which  the  promoters  of  railways  laboured 
in  respect  to  the  expense  to  which  the; 
were  put  in  obtaining  a  Railway  Act,  and  to 
■how  also  the  great  hardHhip  and  inconre- 
nience  to  which  prirate  indiTiduals  were 
subjected  under  the  present  system.  He 
wished  it  to  be  distinctlj  understood  that 
he  had  undertaken  this  task  iu  no  spirit  of 
hostility  to  railways ;  on  the  contrai;,  he 
had  been  a  promoter  of  them  from  the  be- 
ginning, when  they  were  not  so  faTOnr- 
»bly  regarded  as  at  present ;  but  having 
been  much  engaged  in  railway  business 
lately  in  his  own  country,  he  had  seen 
the  Qecessitr  of  bringing  the  subject 
before  the  House.  He  was  aware  of 
the  great  difficulty  there  was  in  legislat- 
ing upon  this  subject,  and  the  oppoiution 
that  any  measure  was  sure  to  meet  with  in 
the  odier  Hoose  of  Parliament,  from  the 
immense  power  of  the  railway  interest. 
That  power  would  increase,  and  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  taking  into  consideration 
the  means  for  controlling  it  to  some  ezteut. 
He  had  been  so  impressed  with  that  grow- 
ing power  in  that  House,  tiiat  he  had 
endeavoured  to  induce  landowners  to  take 
ui  iotereat  in  all  Railway  Bills  passing 
through  or  affecting  their  property,  or  they 
would  see  all  their  interests  in  the  bands 
of  strangers  and  those  living  in  towns. 
It  might  be  said,  as  it  had  been  before, 
that  it  was  now  too  late ;  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  they  could  now  legislate  with 
much  greater  advantage,  with  the  experi- 
ence &ey  had  to  guide  them,  than  if  thej 
had  proceeded  to  legislate  some  years  ago; 
and  if  the  whole  subject  were  properly 
taken  into  consideration,  he  thought  some 
general  measure  might  be  devised  by 
which  public  and  private  interests  might 
be  more  effectually  protected  than  at  pre- 
sent. He  thought  that  some  responsible 
Board  ahonld  be  appointed,  in  connexion 
with  the  Government.  It  might  be  said 
that  this  plan  had  been  tried  in  the  in- 
'Stance  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  hut  he 
Uhonght  that  the  powers  of  that  Board  had 
peen  insufBcient  to  enable  them  to  grapple 
prith  the  subject,  and  that  they  had  not  had 
^e  means  of  enabling  them  to  obtain  proper 
information,  although  their  duties  had  un- 
deniably been  most  ardnoua,  and  they  had 


reported  with  great  ability.  Their  meant 
of  information  had,  howerer,  been  deficient, 
and  he  knew  of  some  instances  in  which 
the  Information  upon  which  they  had  acted 
was  entirely  false.  The  question  then 
would  be,  what  the  powers  of  such  a  Board 
should  be  ^  One  power,  he  thought,  should 
be  a  superintendence  over  railways  in  ge- 
neral. There  was  superintendence  over 
public  carriages  and  roads,  and  over  the 
traffic  of  the  river;  and  why  not  orer  rail- 
ways ?  What  the  powers  of  such  a  Board 
should  be,  however,  a  Committee  might  be 
able  to  point  out.  At  present,  if  private 
persons  had  cause  of  conwlaint,  they  had 
no  means  of  redress,  unless  by  entering 
into  litigation  with  a  powerful  company, 
with  perhaps  little  chance  of  success.  Sotne 
means,  he  thought,  might  be  adopted  bj 
which  some  control  could  be  obtained.  Aa 
eminent  engineer  had  recommended  some 
three  or  four  years  ago,  in  a  tetter  to  a 
Uember  of  Pariiameot,  the  amalgamation 
of  railways  by  concentrating  their  respec- 
tive capitals  into  one  railway  fund.  His 
own  idea  was  that  the  public  were  greatly 
benefited  by  competition.  He  shotud  pro- 
pose that  the  great  lines  should  he  consi- 
dered great  arteries,  and  that  no  amalga- 
mation should  be  permitted  among  these. 
He  referred  to  such  lines  as  the  Great  Wes- 
tern, by  Oxford,  Birmingham,  and  Lirer* 
pool,  extended  on  by  Dumfries  to  Glasgow; 
the  London  and  Birmingham,  jmned  with 
the  Caledonian  ;  and  there  were  also  the 
London  and  York  lines,  extended  by  Hex- 
ham and  Hawick  to  Bdinbnrgfa,  and  the 
Eastern  Counties,  by  Lincolnshire,  through 
Newcastle  to  Berwick.  He  proposed  that 
it  should  be  left  to  the  Board  to  determine, 
in  the  case  of  any  town  requiring  rulway 
communication,  to  which  of  the  great  trunk 
lines  it  naturally  and  properly  belonged. 
With  respect  to  tae  great  expense  attenmng 
the  Parliamentary  proceedings,  he  found 
that  parties  were  put  to  the  heaviest  costs, 
and  witnesses  kept  in  town  for  weeks,  upm 
the  most  minute  details,  and  to  meet  ob- 
jections which  afterwards  proved  to  be  ut- 
terly frivolous.  Evidence  he  thought  nught 
be  taken  very  much  by  affidavit ;  and  some 
arrangements  might  surely  be  made  In' 
which  such  an  item  of  expense  as  he  recol- 
lected—namely, 9,0001.  for  serring  7,000 
notices — might  be  avoided.  Then,  under 
the  present  system  of  grouping  Bills,  it 
had  happened  that  a  Committee  would  find 
that  certain  Bills  that  had  been  allotted  te 
them  had  not  been  read  a  second  time,  . 
aod  so  they  were  obliged  to  adjooim,  and 
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thfl  vbole  expenses  were  tiirown  upon  the 
^aaoUn  at  the  Bills.  Private  iitdiriduab 
•ho,  whose  property  was  affected  bj  com- 
pelaiig  lines,  were  compelled  to  retain  cona- 
■el  and  sabmit  to  great  expenee  in  defend- 
ing th^  iotereets.  If  snch  a  Board  as  he 
propoeed  were  sppointed,  the  plans  of  rail- 
myt  might  be  lodged  with  them  a  month 
or  tax  weeks  earlier,  and  thej  might  send 
down  parties  into  the  country  to  take  evi- 
dence;  and  if  that  course  were  adopted,  he 
thonght  comparatiTely  few  Bills  would  be 
eontested  before  the  House.  He  had  in- 
tended to  allude  to  many  other  parts  of  the 
Hibject,  and  had  provided  himself  with 
many  oases  of  hardship  and  injury  resulting 
Bnder  the  present  system ;  but  as  he  found 
there  was  to  be  no  opposition  to  his  Motion. 
he  would  not  detain  die  House  by  entering 
fiirther  into  details,  but  content  himself  by 


LegitlatioH, 


"That  ■  Selwt  CommittOT b« sppoiiitsd  to  take 


anifimn  Sfstem  of  Uuttgeowiit  on  RailroHU 
opnrntioo,  or  to  be  oon(tniGt«d  ;  and  (o  ■ecure  the 
^  FnUimant  of  the  ProTlaioDi  of  the  Acts  of  Fu-- 
lUmont  vaier  wUoh  the  Compuiiei  hara  obtunMl 
tlwirFowen,irbei«b;g)«at«rAaeommDilatioii  uid 
Saftt;  m^  bo  amurad  to  the  Fublio  ;  to  take  into 
Conaiile'ration  wbat  lifoani  maf  beat  be  adopted 
ftr  diminialiiiig  Oi«  extntragant  Expenna  attend- 
ant <m  obtaining  Acta  of  Parliament  lor  legitimate 
and  neeMisiy  Undertaking!,  and  at  the  ome  Time 
lot  diaconraging  tbe  Fonoation  of  Sobsmei  got  ap 
fcr  the  men  Pnrpon  of  Spooolation  j  to  oonaider 
wbat  L^abtite  Heaaurei  oould  be  fiiuned  to  pro- 
teot  ladiridDal*  from  the  Injury  tbef  may  auatain 
%j  tbe  lajting  down  line*  of  Railway  throagh  their 
FiOftnj,  without  enbjeoting  tbam  to  tlis  ruinona 
Expeoae  of  oppoaing  Bills  in  Parliament." 

The  Barl  of  DALHOUSIB  said,  that 
aa  it  was  not  his  intention  to  offer  any 
ifpoeidoa  to  die  Motion,  it  was  unneces- 
sary for  him  to  make  any  lengthened  re~ 
marks.  The  news  of  ms  noble  Friend 
had  been  so  little  developed  that  it  was 
impossible  to  offer  a  deliberate  opinion  upon 
them.  So  far,  however,  as  they  hod  been 
indicated,  he  (the  Barl  of  Dalhousie)  did 
not  entertain  such  sanguine  eipeotations 
that  the  Committee  would  be  able  to  arrive 
at  v«j  praoljcal  results.  A  mun  feature 
in  the  plan  appeared  to  be  the  prevention 
of  ama^amation  of  the  main  lines  or  arte- 
ries; but  in  respect  to  the  great  arteries 
allnded  to  by  his  noble  Friend,  there  had 
not  been  amalgamation,  nor  did  there  ap- 
pear any  great  desire  to  amalgamate,  in 
tbe  whole  range  of  railway  legislation, 
there  was  nothing  which  PorUament  should 
regard  niik  a  more  jealous  eye,  or  should 
ftveaed  in  with  greater  caution  and  circum- 
vention, than  those  Bills  which  pnfesaed 


to  amalgamate  the  interests  of  railways. 
The  question  had  more  than  once  oecapied 
the  attention  of  Parliament.  It  was  eon* 
sidered  at  great  length  by  a  Ctmuoittee  at 
the  other  House  in  1844;  and  it  had  also 
formed  the  subject  of  a  full  Report  from 
that  public  Board  which  hod  been  entrusted 
last  Session  with  certain  functions  in  re< 
gard  to  railways.  During  the  present  Ses- 
sion, also,  a  Committee  of  the  other  House 
had  been  appointed  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject, with  a  view  of  laying  down  snch  broad 
Jrinciples  08  might  serve  as  a  guide  to 
igislation:  whether  the  principle  of  amal- 
gamation, good  as  he  admitted  it  to  be  under 
E roper  limitation,  oould  be  more  extended, 
e  would  not  take  upon  him  at  the  moment 
to  say.  He  passed  by  altogether  the  aU»- 
sion  that  had  been  made  to  tbe  Board  (f 
Trade  hy  his  noble  Friend;  but  he  enter- 
tained strong  doubts  of  the  possibility  of 
effectually  uniting  a  Board  of  the  kind  pro- 
posed by  his  noble  Friend  with  leg^slabou. 
Tbe  authority  of  the  Board  appointed  lost 
year  to  perform  certain  functions  oouneoted 
with  Railway  Bills  was  not  so  extensive  as 
the  authority  of  the  Board  now  proposed. 
The  views  of  the  Board  of  last  year  were 
called  in  question;  but  the  objection  of 
Parliament  lay  deeper,  and  the  existence 
of  such  a  body  seemed  to  be  regarded  as 
inconsistent  with  entire  freedom  of  action 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Legislature.  If  a  Qo- 
vemment  Board  of  the  kind  were  app(»nted, 
it  would  be  with  a  view  to  its  reporting  to 
Parliament;  and  he  feared  that  expense 
would  be  increased  without  any  beneficial 
result  being  obtained;  and  be  was  by  no 
means  prepared  to  say  Aat  Parliament 
would  act  wisely  in  parting  with  their  juris- 
diction in  respect  to  the  proper^  of  laud- 
ownersafiected  by  Railway  Bills.  Hethonght 
it  would  be  eitremely  unwise  in  their  hotd- 
ships  or  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  merely 
of  sparing  expense  to  those  parties,  to 
remove  or  impair  the  safeguards  and  bul- 
warks by  which  tbe  rights  of  property  were 
protected;  though  he  admitted  that  if,  con- 
Bist«ntiy  with  the  preservation  of  those 
safeguards,  a  diminution  of  expenses  could 
be  effected,  that  result  wonld  be  desirable. 
But  these  were  paints  which  would  more 
properiy  be  considered  in  Committee. 

The  Habquess  of  BRBADALBANB 
expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the  subject 
had  been  brought  forward;  for  he  thought 
it  desirable  that  the  Legislature  shonld 
exercise  a  due  control  over  the  rulway 
oommunieations;  at  the  same  time,  they 
■honld  take  care  not  to  interfere  with  tu 
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dae  applic&tion  of  private  enterprise  and 

r caution.  He  believed  it  would  be  beat 
t  the  commnnicAtiona  of  particnlar  dis- 
tricts should  be  managed  by  great  compa- 
niea  naturally  connected  with  them,  rather 
than  by  the  enterprise  of  private  indiTidnals 
or  small  companies;  for  otherwise  there 
would  be  a  perpetual  clashing  of  separate 
interests.  He  thought,  however,  that  any 
anch  arrangements  should  bo  under  the 
wholesome  control  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY 
agreed  that  particular  districts  should  be 
left  to  the  Urge  companies  to  which  each 
might  seem  natm^y  to  belong;  but  if  the 
great  companies  should  unite  in  one,  and 
the  direction  be  placed  under  individual 
authority,  then  it  became  a  monopoly,  and 
one  that  might  be  very  pernicious  to  the 
country.  The  greater  the  amount  of  com- 
petition in  trunk  linos,  the  better  it  would 
be  for  the  public.  He  did  not  think  the 
proposed  Committee  would  do  much  good 


either  to  the  objects  which  the  noble  Lordi       The  Duke  of  WELLINGTON  said,  the 

had  in  view  or  to  the  public,  and  would    ^ '"—   ■■  *—  "■-   — *•'-    '  — ' 

have  preferred  that  the  subject   should  be 
left  in  the  bauds  of  the  Government. 

Lord  WHARNCLIFPE  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee, 
but  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  im- 
plying any  sanction  of  the  system  pro- 
posed. He  regretted  that  Government 
had  not  thought  proper,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Session  to  come  to  Parliament 
with  a  proposal  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  projects  already  before  the  House. 
The  less  interference  with  capital  there  was 
by  the  Leislature  the  better;  but  the  pro- 
gress and  construction  of  those  great  works 
involved  serious  and  important  social  con- 
sequences. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  Earl  of 
EGLINTON. 

Lord  HONTEAGLE  observed  that  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulties  attendant 
spou  many  of  the  new  schemes,  and  the 
derangement  of  the  pecuniary  coacems  of 
the  public,  which  was  apprehended  from 
the  demand  for  money  consequent  upon 
the  construction  of  a  multitude  of  railwajv, 
the  subscribers  to  many  of  the  projects 
were  understood  to  be  indisposed  to  the 
passing  of  the  Bills,  and  desirous  of  being 
thus  released  from  the  engagements  into 
which  they  had  entered.  Such  a  result 
was  Qot  to  be  deprecated  on  other  grounds, 
nnce  if  some  ot  the  schemes  were  aban- 
doned their  Lordships  would  be  freed  from 
the  necessity  of  entering  upon  a  prolonged 
Mid  frntlna  aeriea  of  inqumak    H«  be- 
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liered,  however,  that  upon  thii  Bubject 
considerable  delusion  prevailed  ;  and  that 
parties  supposed  that  it  would  be  ineffec- 
tual to  present  any  petition  coming  from 
those  who  had  been  the  promoters  of  a 
scheme,  praying  the  House  to  put  a  stop 
to  its  further  progress.  But  this  was  a 
mistake;  it  should  be  known  that  at  any 
time  during  the  progress  of  a  Bill,  the  par- 
ties themselves  who  had  been  subscribers 
to  it  might  approach  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament and  state  that  there  were  reasons 
which  induced  them  to  depart  from  their 
own  Bill,  If  subscribers  out  of  doors 
availed  themselves  of  the  power  given  to 
tbem,  their  Lordships  would  be  fr^ed  from 
the  multiplied  investigations  and  inquiries 
which  would  otherwise  arise.  Let  the  sub- 
scribers, therefore,  who  wished  to  impede 
or  withdraw  from  the  engagements  into 
which  they  had  entered,  be  well  aware 
that  they  had  the  power  of  doing  so  by 
appealing  to  Parliament. 


Committee  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord 
was  to  deal  chiefly  with  arrangements  pre- 
vious to  the  construction  of  a  railroad  ;  but 
what  he  should  like  to  see  would  be  some 
mode  of  regulating  the  actiou  of  railway 
companies  after  the  road  bad  been  con- 
structed, and  the  safety  and  convenience 
of  the  public  well  prorided  for  and  insured. 
That  was  what  he  should  wish.  He  beg- 
ged leave  to  draw  the  attention  of  his  no- 
ble Friend  to  that  part  of  the  subject,  and 
would  suggest  to  him  whether  it  would  not 
be  desirable  to  bring  the  common  law  to 
bear  on  the  operation  of  those  companies, 
giving  to  the  magistrates  and  local  antho- 
rities  power  over  the  operation  of  the  nul- 
roads  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

LoBD  HATHERTON  said,  thera  was 
no  doubt  that  peraons  in  the  position  de- 
scribed by  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Mtmt- 
eagle)  were  at  perfect  liberty  to  petition 
against  their  own  Bill ;  but  the  mere  act 
<^  petitiouing  would  not  rehere  them  frvm 
their  responsibility.  In  the  case  of  aereral 
schemes  which  were  not  htmd  jide,  the 
sooner  their  real  character  was  exposed  by 
a  petition  to  withdraw  them  the  bettes* ; 
but  where  the  subscribers  were  respect- 
able, he  thought  no  such  course  wouhi  be 
adopted.  He  concurred  entirely  in  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  Eari  opposite, 
and  would  take  that  opportunity  of  saying 
that  be  did  not  think  full  justice  had  been 
done  to  the  extraordiuarj  talent  he  bad 
displayed  last  Session  in  die  arduous 
ana  ecmpliorted  taik.  irtucb  bad  baen  u- 
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rigiwd  to  lum  in  connexion  with  Dub  qnea- 
tion  of  mlwajH.  lie  differed,  however, 
cntirttlf  from  hi«  noble  Friend  opposite 
(Lord  Whvncliffe)  in  hia  wish  that  Go- 
Terament  h&d  interfered  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Seftuon  with  wtme  plan.  No  doubt 
Faiiiament  waa  competent  to  deal  with 
tbot  qoeation ;  but  he  knew  of  no  more  in- 
jndieKniB  course  than  that  the  Government 
obonld  willingly  take  into  their  own  hands 
Ae  reaponsibility  of  adjusting  it.  It  was 
the  peculiar  genius  of  the  English  people 
to  deal  with  these  matters,  and  to  keep 
them  in  their  own  handa  ;  and  it  was 
through  tiiat  genius,  and  by  the  encourage- 
ment given  to  private  enterprise,  that  the 
Em[Hre  had  become  what  it  now  was.  As 
he  thought  the  machinery  of  Parliament 
Vu  quite  adequate  to  deal  with  all  the 
ouet  that  came  before  it,  he  was  fully 
OOnnneed  of  the  importance  of  considering 
the  question  of  amalgHmation  and  the 
principle  of  competition ;  and  be  hoped, 
that  in  all  the  Railway  Bills  which  camo 
before  Committees  of  their  Lordships' 
House,  that  they  would  look  narrowly  into 
them  ;  because  their  Lordships  possessed 
an  advantage  in  not  being  under  the  influ- 
ence of  powerful  companies,  which  un- 
doubtedly the  Committees  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  were  ;  and  it  wqb 
frequently  in  their  Lordships'  power  to  put 
a  check  upon  projects  of  a  doubtful  or  im- 
practicable nature,  wliich  might  have  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  the  other  House.  Ue 
did  not  feel  very  sanguine  of  success  of 
the  proposition  of  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Kinnaird)  to  group  all  the  Railway  Bills 
a^ecting  particular  districts  together,  and 
placing'  them  under  the  control  of  a  Go- 
venunent  Board  of  Superviuon.  He  was, 
however,  of  opinion,  that  something  should 
be  done  to  lessen  the  expense  of  obtaining 
Acts  of  Parliament  for  cooatructing  rail- 
ways. What  was  the  use,  for  instance,  of 
their  Lordships  and  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  both  having  proofs  of  the  com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Orders  ?  Why 
should  not  the  two  Houses  agree  to  refer 
to  a  Commission  out  of  doors  to  investigate 
the  mere  matter  of  fact  whether  the 
Standing  Orders  had  in  certain  respects 
been  complied  with,  and  the  Parliamentary 
Committees  reserve  the  power  to  them- 
selves of  saying  whether  the  Standing  Or- 
ders should  not  be  suspended  in  particular 
eas«s  ?  The  appointment,  in  his  opinion, 
would  effect  a  great  saving  of  time  and 
expense,  and  would  not  at  all  infringe  the 
inqtuaitorial  ptinleges  of  either  Hotue,  u 
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a  power  might  be  reserved  to  reriae  the 
judgment  of  the  Committee,  and  either  ant' 
enforce  compliance  with  the  Stand- 
ing Orders,  as  they  might  deem  it  ad< 
visablo. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  agreed  with  the  no- 
ble Duke  in  thinking  that  the  subject  of 
the  safety  of  travelling  on  railways  waa  ft 
most  important  one,  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  it  would  he  carefully  investigated  l^ 
the  Committee  of  his  noble  Friend.  In 
with  this  matter,  he  would  ad- 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Kinnaird)  to 
take  into  his  consideration  two  Bills  which 
passed  that  House  during  last  Session  of 
Parliament — he  believed  unanimously — 
but  which,  when  they  went  down  to  the 
other  House ,  were  thrown  out  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  The  ono  was  k 
Bill  for  abolishing  dcodands,  and  the  other 
a  Bill  with  reference  to  the  responsibility 
of  railway  companies  in  cases  where  dcaui 
ensued  from  accidents  caused  by  their 
negligence.  These  Bills,  though  of  the 
highest  importance,  were  both  thrown  out, 
BB  ho  said,  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
There  was,  he  believed,  some  control  in  the 
other  House;  he  had  heard  recently,  with- 
in a  few  hours,  of  the  courtesy  to  be  shown 
to  Bills  from  that  House;  and  he  thouglit 
a  little  courtesy  might  have  been  shown  to 
the  Bills  in  question.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo 
Department,  he  thought,  exercised  a  con- 
trol in  law  matters  which  was  not  always 
for  the  public  benefit;  but  if  in  these  mat- 
ters the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  Qonsult 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  on  the  W/)ol- 
sack,  and  follow  his  advice,  the  public 
would,  he  was  sure,  derive  great  benefit 
from  that  course.  With  reference  to  the 
remark  of  the  noble  Duke  about  the  neces- 
sity of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  common 
law  in  respect  to  railways,  he  (Lord  Camp- 
bell) begged  to  say  that  it  was  not  com- 
mon law  but  statute  law  which  was  wanted, 
because  the  common  law  was  wholly  inef- 
ficient for  the  purpose. 

Lord  llEDKSDALE  hoped  that  those 
matters  would  not  bo  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, for  they  did  not,  strictly  speaking, 
come  within  its  purview,  but  that  the  no- 
ble and  learned  Lord  would  himself  rein- 
troduce those  BiUs.  Ho  trusted  that  they 
would  receive  in  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liamcnt,  during  the  present  Session,  n 
very  different  consideration  from  that  given 
them  in  the  last.  With  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Commission,  he  thought 
that  expedient  would  be  most  im^nctsBJ^ 
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for  the  regolfttion  »f  nilnwls  when  made, 
for  th«  Duuutgement  of  all  the  huaineu  of 
this  dep&rtmeDt  wu  bejond  the  powers  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  He  thought  the 
CammiMion  would  not  work  well  in  prac- 
tice, and  that  it  would  be  productive  of 
great  additional  expense  to  the  nilwajr 
eompanies;  for  ererybodj  who  had  any 
■m^  grievance  to  complam  of,  would  have 
«  right  to  go  before  the  Commission  to 
■tate  his  case.  He  wished  to  know  who 
was  to  bear  those  expenaes.  Certunlj 
the  county  could  not  he  expected  to  defray 
cbargea  which  were  incumd  for  private 
purposes;  and  if  those  charges  were 
thrown  altogether  on  the  railway  compa- 
nies, it  would  he  manifestly  unjuat  to 
make  them  responsible  for  the  costs  of 
their  opponents  in  addition  to  their  own. 

LoBD  CAMPBELL  begged  to  say  he 
had  just  been  informed  that,  hy  the  exist- 
ing law  in  Scotland,  railway  companiee 
could  be  compelled  to  make  compensation 
to  the  families  of  those  who  lost  their  lives 
in  consequence  of  any  improper  manage- 
ment in  the  lines  under  their  control.  He 
wished  the  law  in  England  to  be  assimi- 
lated to  that  in  Scotland.  On  a  recent 
occasion,  the  Qlasgow  Company  pud 
2,0001.  to  the  family  of  a  tnan  who  met 
his  death  on  their  line. 

The  EARLof  DALHOUSIE  would  sute 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  House.  The  accident 
occurred  through  a  defect  in  one  of  the 
engines,  with  the  existence  of  which  the 
■uperipteodent  was  acquainted.  He  had 
inf<)rmed  the  directors  of  it,  and  when  the 
case  was  lud  before  their  legal  advisers 


Motion  agreed  to. 
House  adjourned. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 
Sir  J.  GRAHAM  was  bound,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  strict  Orders  of  the  House, 
to  state  that  he  could  not,  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  make  the  Motion 
which  he  was  about  to  move.  The  strict 
rule  of  the  House  was  this — that  on  Mon- 
days and  Fridays  Orders  of  the  Day  should 
have  precedence  of  notices  of  Motion.  It 
was  not  possihle,  then,  for  him,  without  ita 
permission,  to  make  the  Motion  that  a  cer- 
tun  Bill — the  Protection  of  Life  (Ireland) 
Bill,  should  be  read  a  first  time.  He  had 
therefore  to  move — 

"  Tbftt  the  Orden  of  the  Da;  be  now  read,  for 
the  purpoae  of  their  being  pottpooed  until  after  tbe 
Motion  for  reading  the  ProtectioD  of  Ii&(Ireluid) 
Bill  a  flrat  time,  of  which  Notice  bu  tieen  giren." 

Sib  W.  SOMERVILLE  rose  to  more 
that  all  the  words  after  the  word  "  be- 
ing" be  omitted  from  the  Motion.  Ha 
wished  that  the  Motion  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  should  be  negatived,  and 
the  Orders  of  the  Day  be  now  read,  in 
order  to  be  proceeded  with.  In  doing  so 
it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  trouble 
the  Honse  at  great  length.  It  was  not  his 
wish  to  embarrass  Her  M^esty's  Govern- 
ment; but  it  was  his  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  great  incon- 
venteoce  that  must  be  occasioned  by  post- 
poning a  measure  which  had  now  occupied 
a  great  length  of  time,  which  had  absorbed 
much  of  their  attention,  in  which  were  in- 
volved the  hopes  and  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  England,  and  identified  with 
which,  he  might  justly  and  truly  say,  were 
the  interests  of  this  great  Empire.  Such 
a  measure  as  that,  for  the  settlement  of 
which  tbey  were  all  anxious,  was  now  be- 
fore them;  and  the  question  they  had  io 
ask  themselves  was  this,  ought  it  to  be 
postponed,  in  order  that  the  Government 
might  bring  forward  a  Bill,  certain  to  pro> 
duce  a  long,  an  exciting,  and  an  exasperat- 
ing debate — to  bring  forward  &  Bill,  and  to 
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to  do  this  WM  not  in  accordance  with  Par- 
liamentarj  usage  ;  bnt  his  anewer  to  such 
an  objection  was,  that  tbere  were  occasions 
when  thej  could  not  listen  to  these  formal 
rules  of  Parliamentarj  usage.  It  was 
douhtedl;  competent  for  any  Membei 
tiiat  Hotue  to  object  to  the  first  reading  of 
way  Bill ;  and  this  was  a  Bill,  the  enact- 
ments of  which  were  of  a  strict  and  strin- 
gent nature,  operating  to  the  sospenmon  of 
tiie  Constitution;  and  if  a  Member  were  to 
be  deprived  of  die  opportunity  of  resisting 
■  meaaurv  with  such  an  object — if  he  were 
not  on  die  rery  first  opportiuuty  \x>  dissent 
VOL.LXXXV.    {^\ 


were  they  now 
Bill?  Why,  if 


^tate  a  subject,  which  it  was  not  the  in- 1  from  it,  then  there  never  would  he  a  time 
tention  of  the  Oovemment  to  press  at  the  when  a  Member  of  Parliament  could  with 
present  moment;  bnt  which  was  now  only  propriety  dissent  from  the  first  reading  of 
to  be  mored  for  the  purpose  of  its  being  any  Bill,  "" 
postponed  to  a  future  day  ?  It  was  not,  he 
thought,  necBsaary  for  him  to  enlarge  upon 
the  great  inconvenience  that  must  be  suf- 
fered from  the  postponement  of  the  Com 
Bill.  None,  he  b^eved,  could  be  more 
awai«  of  the  fact — no  body  of  men  could 
be  more  alive  to  this  inconvenience  than 
Her  Majesty's  Government — no  one  could 
be  more  conscious  of  it  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  presented- 

fititiona  to  that  House  deprecating  delay. 
bene  petitions  were  couched  in  the  most 
earnest  language — they  came  from  most 
influential  bodies  of  men — they  all  spoke 
in  the  same  tone — and  tbey  all  called  upon 
that  House  to  interpose  in  the  progress  of 
the  measures  of  the  Government  no  nnne- 
cessary  delay.  It  was  not,  he  could  assure 
the  House,  that  in  England  alone  this  evil 
was  felt.  He  himself  had  received  cora- 
mnnications,  and  some  of  them  from  parties 
who  were  not  favourable  to  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  but  still  who  earnestiy 
requested  of  that  Hooae  to  come  to  some 
decision  upon  the  meaaures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, because  whilst  they  were  undecided, 
and  whilst  the  fate  of  the  Com  Bill  was 
unknown,  conunerce  was  arrested,  trade 
was  at  a  stand,  and  the  financial  operations 
of  the  country  were  embarrassed.  It  was 
even  sud,  that  unless  a  speedy  decision 
was  come  to,  the  erils  now  sneered  must 
be  greatly  aggravated,  and  the  embarrass- 
ments now  experienced  greBtly  extended. 
When  an  saw  this  and  all  acknowledged 
this,  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  en- 
large upon  the  evils  of  postponement.  But 
then  he  should  be  told,  that  in  making  this 
Motion  he  was  doing  that  which  was  un- 


le  Government  were  really  in  earnest  ii 
leir  proceeding  with  such  a  Bill,  did  they 
delay  so  long  in  presenting  it  to  the  Legis- 
lature ?  Why,  if  it  were  of  paramount  im- 
portance, have  hesitated  with  it — why,  if 
were  of  urgent  necessity,  have  dallied 
ith  it  ?  Why  were  they  so  tardy,  and  why 
pressing  ?  He  wished  to  be  allowed  to 
call  tbe  attention  of  the  House  to  the  mode 
which  this  Irish  measure 
had  been  brought  forward.  It  might  he 
that  some  of  his  fellow  countrymen  really 
thought  that  transporting  men  for  being 
of  their  homes  at  night  would  arrest 
arm  of  the  asBassin  ;  but  then  he  must 
say,  that  such  of  his  countrymen  who 
thought  HO,  had  just  cause  to  complain  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  On  the  22nd 
Januar}'  Her  Majeatj,  in  Her  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  state  of  Ireland  and  the  un- 
fortunate prevalence  of  acts  of  assassina- 
tion there.  Was  it  not,  then,  the  first  duty 
of  the  Government  to  take  measures  for 
the  preservation  and  safety  of  life  in  Ire- 
land ?  And,  supposing  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  sincere  in  its  intention,  and 
that  they  believed  this  Bill  could  effect 
so  desirable  a  purpose,  ought  they  to 
have  lost  a  single  day  without  bringing  it 
forward  ?  Was  the  Bill  produced  the  first 
week  of  the  sitting  of  Parliament  ?  No. 
Was  it  brought  forward  in  the  first  fort- 
night ?  No.  Was  it  proceeded  with  in  the 
first  three  weeks?  Not  at  all.  Nearly  ft 
month  bad  elapsed  before  they  came  for- 
ward with  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  safety 
of  life  in  Ireland.  Nearly  a  month  bad 
elapsed  before  any  Irish  Bill  obtained  a 
first  reading  in  the  House  of  Lords.  And 
when  it  was  introduced,  was  there  any 
haste,  any  eagerness  exhibited  by  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  go  on  with  it  ?  No, 
not  at  all.  The  Bill  was  not'  introduced 
until  the  16tb  of  February,  and  it  did  not 
pass  the  House  of  Lords  until  the  13th  of 
March;  and  there  they  were  now,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  30th  of  March, 
and  its  first  rea^ng  was  only  about  to  be 
moved  ?  Was  there,  when  they  saw  such 
a  course  pursued,  anything  uncharitable  in 
surmising,  either  that  the  Government 
was  not  sincere  in  proposing  this  measure, 
or  they  did  not  hope  for  any  beneficial  ef- 
fect Inm  it  t    Why  then  was  the  House 
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called  upon  to  interpoae  with  suofa  &  mea> 
sure  as  tbia;  md  why  were  the/  forced  to 
make  it  the  occasion  of  delaj  to  another 
and  a  more  important  measure  ?  The 
Irish  Members  could  not  consent  to  the 
first  reading.  Why,  then,  were  thoj 
forced  despite  of  themselves  to  enter  int« 
thcae  debates  f  Why  were  they  placed  by 
the  Govemment  in  this  disagreeable  di- 
lemma ?  Why  compelled  to  do  that  which 
must  inevitably  dday  another  lucaaore, 
and  one  ia  wfaicb  were  cnnceiitral«d  the 
hopes  and  on  which  dwelt  the  wishes  and 
rested  the  expectations  of  the  pe<^le  of 
England?  He  deeply  regretted  that  the 
Irisli  Members  were  obliged  to  take  this 
Goarse;  he  could  assure  the  English  people 
that  this  interposition  was  not  of  the  seek- 
ing of  ^e  Irish  Members — that  it  was 
forced  upon  them,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
course  they  now  pursued  would  not  be 
mistaken  when  they  had  given  such  evi- 
dence of  their  willingness  to  forward  the 
Cora  BiU.  If  that  Corn  Bill  were  now  to 
he  postponed  for  some  weeks,  the  fanit 
rested,  not  on  them,  but  solely  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government,  The  Irish  Mem- 
bers had  supported  the  Cora  BiU — they 
wished  to  promote  its  passing;  but  when 
another  Bill  was  interposed,  they  were 
compelled  to  object  to  that  Bill,  and  thus 
nn willingly  to  delay  the  Corn  Bill,  of 
which  they  had  already  recorded  their  ap- 

Sroval,  And  now,  he  wished  to  address  a 
iw  words  to  the  protectionist  party  in 
that  House,  and  to  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Qeorge  Benlick)  tbe  leader  of  that  party. 
He  was  aware  that  his  noble  Friend  had 
laid  great  stress,  in  the  few  words  he  had 
addressed  to  that  House  upon  this  subject, 
a*  to  the  peculiar  importance  of  tho  Corn 
Bill;  and  he  knew  that  there  might  be 
many  Gentlemen  of  bis  noble  Friend's 
party,  who,  not  being  anxious,  like  many 
Members  on  hia  (the  Opposition)  side  of 
the  House,  for  the  speedy  settlement  of 
the  Cora  Bill,  might  be  inclined  on  this 
occasion  to  give  their  support  to  tho  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  in  the  hope  of 
further  postponing  the  Corn  Bill.  If  he 
understood  what  his  noble  Friend  had  said 
the  other  night,  he  apprehended  that  his 
noble  Friend  was  on  this  occasion  inclined 
to  support  Her  Majesty's  Government,  if 
they  proved  themselves  reoUy  anxious  for 
the  present  measure,  by  pressing  it  through 
the  House.  But  what  Government  was 
now  doing  was  not  pressing  tbe  measure 
forward.  All  that  the  Government  was 
doing  wu  makiag  %  Uotiou  pro  /ormd — 


playing  fast  and  loose — reading  the  Bill 
to-night,  and  then  not  bringing  it  up  for 
some  weeks,  until  the  Corn  Bill  hod  paaied 
through  all  its  stages.  Might  he  then  pre- 
sume, oa  this  occasion,  to  intreat  ollua 
noble  Friend  to  consider  the  position  in 
which  he  was  placed  ?  The  Government 
was  now  about  to  do  that  very  thing  which 
his  noble  Friend  had  deprecated.  They 
were  about  to  move,  pro  formd,  the  first 
reading,  to  take  no  further  steps  for  some 
weeks,  hut  to  press  forward  another  Bill. 
This  he  would  say  was  no  light  matter,  in 
which  the  party  of  his  noble  Friend  were 
called  upon  to  act.  It  was  well  before 
they  moved  that  they  considered  what 
they  did,  and  what  must  be  it«  conse- 
quences. It  was  clear  that  if  they  now 
voted  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  they 
did  so  merely  for  the  sake  of  postponing 
the  Com  Bill,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  help- 
ing the  Government  to  pass  this  measure. 
He  hoped  that  his  noble  Friend  would  not 
do  that  which  must  bring  him  and  his 
party  in  collision  with  the  Irish  nadon — 
that  he  would  not  seek  to  make  a  pi^tical 
convenience  of  it,  nor  for  a  party  purpose 
trifle  with  the  feeUogs  of  the  Irish  people. 
It  was  possible  that  bis  noble  Friend  and 
his  party  at  do  very  distant  period  might 
have  the  government  of  Ireland  intrusted 
to  them.  Yes  ;  it  might  be  so ;  and 
therefore  it  was  that  he  called  upon  his 
noble  Friend  to  weigh  the  position  in  which 
he  was  placed.  He  bail  confidence  in  the 
noble  Lord  that  he  would  not,  for  tbe  sake 
of  postponing  one  measure,  give  his  vote 
in  support  of  another,  and  that  the  sole 
reason  for  his  vote  would  he  that  it  was  in 
accordance  with  the  just  claim  which  Go- 
vernment might  have  upon  him  for  hit 
support.  Having  said  thus  much  it  wa> 
not  neceasaiy  for  him  to  trespase  longer 
upon  the  attention  of  tbe  House.  It 
would  be  better,  he  was  convinced,  for  all 
parties,  that  the  Irish  Bill  should  not  now 
be  proceeded  with.  Its  discussion,  at  this 
moment,  could  only  give  rise  to  augry  and 
exasperating  debates.  Better,  he  said,  for 
all  parties,  that  these  should  not  be  pro- 
voked; and  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  it 
would  be  better  for  tbe  Government  ittelf 
that  it  should  be  postponed  until  they 
could  produce  other  measures  more  worthy 
of  general  support.  Let  the  Government, 
he  said,  take  advantage  of  the  delay,  and 
let  them  place  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
their  other  Irish  measures.  Let  them,  for 
they  had  abundance  of  time  to  do  so,  place 
before  tbem  that  BiU,  which  they  Mid 
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tliejrlud  in  prqiar&tioit,  n  Landlord  uid 
Tenant  Bill.  Let  them  place,  too,  be- 
fore the  House  a  Franohue  BiU.  Let 
them  place  on  the  Table  a  Bill  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Bill.  Let  them  do  that,  and  then  seek  for 
a  anpport  which  they  might  hope  from 
tboM  who  wonld  not  sanction  this  when 
levered  from  eY«rj  measure  of  a  con- 
(nliatoty  character.  Let  the  Government, 
he  said,  prove  that  their  attention  was 
fixed  upon  the  welfare  of  the  Irish  people 
' — that  they  sought  not  alone  to  pmiish  the 
evil-doer,  bnt  that  he  who  acted  well  was 
worthy  of  consideration.  Let  them  have 
not  merely  an  enactment  of  a  severe  nature, 
bnt  also  enactments  tending  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  people,  and  calculated  to 
produce  peace,  happiness,  and  security 
throughout  the  Empire.  Ue  had  endea- 
voored  to  avoid  every  irritating  topic.  He 
bad  thna  addressed  the  Govemment  and 
the  Honse  because  he  was  actuated  by  the 
sincere  conviction  that  the  attempt  now 
to  go  on  with  this  BiU  would  be  deatmc- 
tive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country; 
and  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  if  the 
Government  were  anxious  to  go  on  with 
the  Com  Bill — and  he  was  sure  they  were 
— they  would  avoid  the  debate  which  a  per- 
■istanee  in  their  Motion  must  produce.  He 
therefore  would  negative  the  Motion  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  say  that 
the  Orders  of  the  Day  should  not  be  poat- 

Mb.  smith  O'BRIEN,  in  seconding 
the  Motion,  said  he  was  aniious  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  addressing  the 
House,  in  the  hope — and  he  feared  it  was 
a  vain  hope — that  by  appealing  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Treasury  bench, 
tiiey  might  be  induced  not  to  persevere  in 
their  present  course,  with  the  idle  expec- 
tation they  could  sncceed  in  it.  They 
were  now  about  to  enter  on  a  contest  which 
would  continue  for  months — a  contest,  he 
Mud,  which  the  Members  for  Ireland  wished 
to  avoid;  but  which,  when  once  forced 
upon  them,  lie  could  assure  those  who 
listened  to  him,  that  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  Irish  Members  were  deter- 
mined to  take  advantage  of  every  form  that 
House  permitted,  and  that,  too,  to  defeat 
a  Bill  which  they  believed  would  have  no 
other  effect  than  to  exasperate  Ireland 
without  suppressing  a  single  crime.  He 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 

Ksite  to  remember  that  the  population  of 
iland  were  at^rving,  and  that  they  should 
ti^er  encmmga  Memben  to  retnrn  to 


their  homes  for  the  purpose  of  alleviating 
tiie  distress  of  the  people,  than  to  keep 
them,  interposing  as  far  as  they  could,  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  in  that  House, 
to  defeat  a  Bill,  such  as  that  now  before 
them ;  or  if  there  were  no  use  in  making 
such  an  appeal  to  the  Govemment,  then 
let  him  resort  to  ono  of  another  kind.  Let 
him  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
he  had  not  in  that  House  more  than  120 
Members  to  support  him;  and  he  wiahcd  to 
know  whether,  with  such  an  incousiderable 
segment  of  a  party,  and  with  a  formidable 
majority  inthat  House  against  him,  he  was 
to  venture  forcing  upon  them  such  a  mea- 
sure as  this  ?  Did  tho  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man calculate  on  the  support  of  those  who 
sat  on  the  same  side  of  the  House  with 
him,  and  yet  were  opposed  to  him  ?  And 
if  he  did,  what  must  be  the  nature  of  that 
support  ?  When  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cavan  (Mr.  Young)  was  destined  to  go 
down  to  posterity  aa  "  the  disavowed  pleni- 
potentiary," who  was  to  be  found  willing 
again  to  undertake  the  mission  of  patching 
up  a  truce,  and  seeking  a  convention  be* 
tween  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  that 
party?  He  was  not  present  when  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  were  exposed;  hut  he 
understood  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Ljnn,  that  if  the  Government  introduced 
tluB  measure  before  Easter,  then  the  noble 
Lord  would  consider  it  wise,  proper,  and 
expedient;  but  if  after  Easter,  then  the 
complexion  and  character  of  the  Bill  were, 
in  the  noble  Lord's  judgment,  utterly 
transformed,  and  it  was  declared  to  be 
Utterly  untenable  and  unconstitutional. 
Was  that  the  kind  of  support  on  which  the 
Govemment  calculated  for  passing  this 
measure  ?  Ab  to  the  Whiga,  he  did  not 
know  what  part  they  meant  to  take  on  thb 
question;  but  if  they  followed  the  adrice 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England,  he 
must  hope  that  they  would  assist  the  Irish 
Members  in  defeating  such  a  measure  as 
this.  And  now  he  appealed  to  the  light 
hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  R.  Peel),  whether  he 
would  allow  the  Irish  Members  to  be 
dragged  into  a  contest  which  they  were 
willing  to  avoid,  and  which  yet  must  afford 
to  them  the  moat  full  opportunity  of  ex- 
posing every  portion  of  the  misgoveniment 
of  the  right  hon,  Gentieman  and  his  party! 
And  then  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suc- 
ceeded, and  it  could  only  bo  at  the  end  of 
long  and  protracted  Session,  he  believed 
that  the  only  result  would  be  to  afford  to 
them  who  were  denounced  as  agilatora  the 
strongest  possible  argumenta.  K«.  ^^^^^ 
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wigl)  to  use  any  irrit&ting  or  angry  topic  ; 
but,  in  supporting  the  Motion  of  his  hon. 
Friend,  he  begged  leave  to  protest  against 
the  example  that  was  given  by  the  If  inis- 
ters  in  invading  the  privileges  of  that 
House,  and  in  attempting  to  interfere  with 
its  regular  proceedings.  According  to  the 
SUn£ng  Orders  of  that  House,  the  Mon- 
day's and  Friday's  Orders  of  the  Day 
should  take  precedence  of  Motions  ;  and 
yet  the  Ministers  colled  on  the  House  to 
set  aside  its  Standing  Orders  to  proceed 
with  this  measure.  Such  a  course  fully 
justified  the  Irish  Members  in  moving  re- 

Seated  adjournments  for  the  purpose  of 
efeating  the  measure. 
Sib  J.  GRAHAM  said:  1  reaUy  had 
hoped,  Sir,  that  the  course  I  took  in  the 
commencemeut  of  this  proliminar;  discus- 
sion,  would  have  exculpated  me  from  the 
last  accusation  made  by  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick,  that  I  have  shown 
any  disrespect  to  the  orders 
House ;  for  I  stated  fiilly  and  oipliciUy  to 
the  House,  that  it  is  only  by  their  favour 
that  I  can  be  enabled  to  make  my  Motion. 
I  dissembled  nothing — I  distinctly  stated 
the  difficulty — and  I  laid  before  the  House 
my  reason  for  making  this  preliminary  Mo- 
tion. I  am  aware  that  I  shall  experienoe 
great  difficulty  in  bringing  before  the 
House  the  particular  Motion  which  I 
anxious  to  submit  to  its  consideration  i 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  except  by  taking 
tbe  course  which  I  now  ask  the  House  to 
sanction.  I  by  no  means  deny  the  compe' 
tency  of  this  Honse  to  refuse  to  give  a  first 
reading  to  any  Bill  sent  down  from  die 
other  House;  it  is  competent  for  this  House 
to  refuse  to  read  a  first  time  any  Bill  sent 
down  to  it ;  but  on  referring  to  the  Jour- 
nals, and  looking  at  each  case,  it  will  be 
fonnd  that  there  are  very  few  examples 
in  which  such  a  course  has  been  adopted. 
In  the  other  Honse  it  is  open  to  any  Mem- 
ber, as  a  matter  of  pure  right,  to  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  that  Honse  any  Bill  wluch 
iuch  Member  may  think  proper  to  intro- 
duce. No  leave  is  requiretC  and,  oa  a 
matter  of  course,  the  Bill  is  read  a  first 
time;  and  although  here  our  Orders  are  dif- 
ferent, and  it  is  necessary  for  a  Member  of 
this  House  to  obtain  leave  before  be  can 
introduce  a  Bill,  yet  the  ordinary  course, 
and  almost  the  invariable  rule,  when  a  Bill 
eomee  from  the  other  House  relating  to  a 
subject  the  matter  of  which  is  well  kaown, 
is,  to  read  tbe  Bill  a  first  time  at  once. 
With  the  sinj^e  instance  of  the  Coercion 
Bill  of  1833,  there  is  not,  I  beUere,  uwtber 


exception  to  that  rule.  It  is  not  possible 
however,  to  make  the  first  reading  of  a  BU 
coming  from  the  Lords  an  Order  of  the 
Day,  without  making  a  Motion  for  that 
lurpose.  Circumstaocoa,  therefore,  have 
iriven  me  to  the  necessity  of. submitting 
this  preliminary  Motion;  and  I  assure  hon. 
Gendemen,  after  the  delay  which  has  al- 
ready taken  place,  owing  to  the  long  dis- 
s  on  the  Resolutions  relating  to  Corn, 
the  second  reading  of  the  Com  Bill, 
the  time  has  arrived  when,  in  the  opinion 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  with 
reference  to  the  security  of  life  and  pro- 
perty in  Ireland,  it  has  become  indispen- 
sably necessary  that  the  opinion  of  thia 
House  should  be  taken  upon  the  principle 
of  the  measure  for  the  better  security  of 
life,  sent  down  from  tbe  other  House  of 
Parliament  by  large  majorities.  Now,  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Drogheda 
has  stated  that  there  bos  been  culpable 
neglect  in  introducing  this  Bill  into  Parlia- 
ment, after  tbe  announcement  made  by  Her 
Majesty  in  the  Speech  from  tbe  Throne 
at  tbe  commencement  of  the  Session. 
Sir,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  dissemble  with 
the  House — at  all  events  I  will  not  attempt 
to  dissemble — the  extreme  difficulty  in 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
placed  at  this  particular  moment.  I  did 
think  it  a  matter  of  primaty  and  para- 
mount importance,  considering  the  condi- 
tion of  Ireland,  and  taking  also  into  con- 
sideration the  general  reasons  for  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Corn  Laws,  that  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  and  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Session,  tbe  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  announced  as  to  &e  exist- 
ing law  for  the  importation  of  com.  The 
effect  of  that  announcement,  undoubtedly, 
was  to  derange  the  Irish  Governmeiit, 
and  to  prevent  us  from  having  the  fiiU  as- 
sistance of  those  who  had  the  conduct  and 
charge  of  affairs  in  that  country.  For  rea- 
sons  which  it  is  unnecessary  now  to  eno- 
merate,  we  lost  the  assistance  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Irish  Secretary,  under 
whose  immediate  advice  in  Ireland  this 
Bill  had  been  prepared ;  and  his  successor, 
the  present  Secretary  for  Ireland,  ■  noUe 
Friend  of  mine,  is  not  now  a  Member  of 
this  House.  I  do  not  lay  any  great  stress 
on  these  events;  but  still  our  decision  with 
respect  to  the  Com  Laws  did  lead  to  some 
delay  in  introducing  the  Bill,  which  I  am 
now  anxious  to  have  read  a  first  time,  into 
the  other  Honse  of  Parliament.  I  think 
Farliameot  met  at  the  end  of  iwaatrj,  u4 


297  (Man  of  {MjUIOH  30} 

thu  Bill  vu  introduced  into  the  other 
House  earlj  in  Febnury.  The  queation 
then  is  uked,  irhether  the  Goremment  is 
sincere  in  wishing  to  pass  this  Bill  ?  I  h&ve 
■tated  that  the  primsiy  meaanre  which,  ' 
our  opinion,  ongbt  to  bo  passed,  is  the  Co 
Law.  I  hare  also  stated  our  opinion  that 
it  is  absolutely  necessuy  that  the  further 
stages  of  that  Bill  should  be  pressed  with 
the  least  poBsible  delay;  hut  though  it  is  of 
primary  importance  that  the  Corn  Bill 
■honld,  with  the  least  posMble  delay,  obtain 
the  sanction  of  this  Honse,  etill,  on  the 
Other  bond,  we  do  attach  immense  import- 
ance to  the  eipression  of  the  opinion  of 
this  House  on  the  Bill  to  protect  life  in 
Ireland  which  has  come  down  from  the 
other  House.  We  conceive  that  the  montl 
effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of 
this  Bill,  by  giving  to  it  a  first  reading, 
wiU  he  of  inesUmable  value  in  aii  of  its 
object — to  give  greater  security  for  life  in 
Ireland;. and,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are 
satisfied  that  if,  upon  this  Bill,  which  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  other  House, 
which  we  know  from  the  Votes  has  been 
sent  down  to  as  by  large  majorilies,  this 
House,  by  any  oombiuation  of  parties, 
should  by  a  large  majority  decide  not  even 
to  entertun  it,  the  moral  effect  of  such  a 
course  of  proceeding  will  be  most  mis- 
chievous to  Ireland.  Any  step  more  fatal 
to  the  peace,  more  injurious  to  the  safety, 
■nd  more  fatal  to  the  mMntenance  of  order 
and  the  predominance  of  the  law,  cannot 
well  be  taken.  I  am  certainly  aware  of 
the  fact,  which  the  hen.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  the  county  of  Limerick  has 
advanced,  that  in  the  present  state  of  par- 
ties in  this  House,  the  declared  adhe- 
rents of  the  Qovemment  are  a  small 
minority ;  but  white  we  are  the  ser- 
Tants  of  Her  Hajestr>  charged  with 
the  conduct  of  public  anurs,  the  accmnu- 
lation  of  ^fficuities  to  which  he  has  ad- 
verted, and  the  situation  in  which  wo  are 
placed,  prescribe  to  ns  only  one  course, 
which  we  ought  to  pursue— steadily  and 
perseveringly,  and  to  die  best  of  our  judg- 
ment to  press  on  the  adoption  of  Parliament 
the  measures  which  we  believe  to  be  condn- 
dve  to  the  public  safety  and  to  the  public 
good.  If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Honse  that  the  coarse  we  ore  taking  is  in- 
consistent with  that  duty  and  inconsistent 
with  pnblic  safety,  there  is  an  equally  plain 
course  which  the  majority  can  take  to  give 
expression  to  its  opinion.  But  whilst  we 
nmoin  Her  Majesty's  servants,  I  again  re- 
peat that,  to  the  beet  of  our  judgipent,  we 
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will  take  that  course  which  we  beUeve  the 
pubUc  safety  and  the  pubUc  necessity  de- 
mand. We  are  still  i^  opinion,  that  the 
proceeding  with  the  Com  Law  ought  not 
to  be  retarded  by  pressing  the  ulterior 
stages  of  this  Bill ;  but,  on  the  other 
band,  without  the  total  and  entire  aban- 
donment of  this  measure,  it  will  not  be 
possible  longer  to  delay  or  postpone  read- 
mg  for  the  £rst  time  a  Bill  having  the 
sanction  of  a  large  majority  of  the  other 
House.  If  we  fail  to  press  the  present 
Motion,  our  sincerity  may  be  questioned  ; 
but  I  am  satisfied,  as  much  as  1  can  he  of 
any  proposition,  that  it  will  not  conduce  to 
the  real  interests  of  Ireland  to  postpone  the 
first  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  the  decision 
of  the  question  whether  this  House  will 
entertain  it.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  county  of  Limerick  (Mr. 
W.  S.  O'Brien]  has  adopted  a  tone  quite 
different  from  that  of  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
moved  the  Amendment.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Drogheda  has  urged  only 
those  considerations  of  policy  on  which  it 
is  my  punful  duty  to  differ  from  him;  hut 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  has  threat- 
ened us  with  another  course  of  operations; 
he  has  declared  that  he  will  use  all  the 
forms  which  the  House  will  permit  for  the 
purpose  of  obstructing  the  progress  of  the 
Bill,  even  if  the  majority  should  deter- 
mine to  allow  it  to  proceed.  Agun,  I  say 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick,  that, 
acting  solely  for  the  public  good,  we 
should  be  utterly  unworthy  of  Uie  public 
confidence  if  we  yielded  to  his  threat. 
If  it  be  the  pleasure  of  any  Members  of 
this  House,  whether  they  be  individuals  or 
a  small  body  opposed  to  the  progress  of 
this  measure,  to  use  the  forms  of  this 
House  to  obstruct  the  course  we  wish  to 
pursue,  I  will  not  give  my  assent  to  any 
such  proceeding ;  the  responsibility  will 
rest  with  those  who  have  recourse  to  it ; 
hut  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  ia 
to  do  our  duty  in  consistency  with  the 
forms  of  tlus  House,  and,  to  the  beet  of 
our  power,  to  press  upon  the  attention 
of  the  House  this  measure,  with  such 
facts  and  reasonings  as  I  shall  be  able, 
with  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  to  adduce. 
I  crave  to  be  permitted  to  state  what,  to 
the  best  of  my  judgment,  is  the  necessity 
for  this  Bill;  if  that  be  allowed  me,  I  think 
that  I  can  lay  evidence  before  you,  which, 
appealing  to  your  impartial  judgment,  and 
apart  from  party  coaaderation,  will  influ- 
ence your  decision  ;  and  I  repeat,  that  in- 
definitely to  postpone  hearing  the  case  on 
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&e  pftrt  of  the  Gorenunent,  and  coming  to 
a  judgment  upon  it,  will,  in  the  preBent 
circumstaDceB  of  Ireland,  be  attended  with 
the  moat  prejudicial  elTectB.  1  have  dis- 
sembled nothing' — I  have  told  the  House 
what  is  the  real  state  of  the  case.  1  am 
painfully  aware  of  the  position  in  which  the 
Government  is  placed.  We  are  equally 
sincere  in  our  former  determination  and  in 
our  -efforts  to  bring  the  Com  Law  to  an 
earlj  and  a  satisfactory  termination;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  wc  are  anxious — 1  fear 
to  eipress  how  earnestly  ansious  we  are. — 
for  the  adoption  of  a  measure  which  the 
present  condition  of  Ireland  renders  indis- 
pensably necessary.  And  now,  having  made 
this  statement  to  the  House,  I  leave  it  to 
the  majority  of  the  House  to  determine  the 
course  they  will  adopt  ;  but  my  individual 
judgment  will  remain  unshaken — that  to 
refosc  to  hear  tho  case  of  the  Government, 
and  to  refuse  to  read  this  Bill  a  first  time, 
will  be  most  pernicious  and  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  country. 

Mb.  SHAW  said:  I  shall  support  the 
Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  proceed 
with  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill.  In  the 
present  lamentable  insecurity  of  life,  and 
person,  and  property  in  Ireland,  I  cannot 
refiise  to  an  existing  GoTemment  leare  to 
proceed  with  a  Bill  which  they,  upon  their 
responsibility,  propose  as  calculated  to  mi- 
tigate (hat  great  eril.  I  confess  that  I  am 
not  very  sanguine  of  the  success  of  the 
measure.  Nothing  hut  an  imperative  ne- 
cessity can  justify  the  extra-constitutional 
powers  the  Bill  confers;  and  if  that  impe- 
rative necessity  exists,  which  I  believe  it 
does,  then  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet 
who  has  moved  the  Amendment  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Somervillc),  that  the  Government 
should  not  have  so  long  delayed  the  mea- 
sure; and  given  reason  to  the  public  to 
doubt  whether  thej  were  in  earnest  in  con- 
sidering it  of  paramount  importance.  In 
the  House  of  Lords  the  Bill  was  delayed 
from  tho  22nd  of  January  to  the  13th  of 
March;  whereas  the  \Vhig  Coerci 
in  183-3,  was  passed  between  the  29th  of 
January  and  the  22nd  of  February.  Fur- 
ther, tlie  Government  should  not  have  suf- 
fered the  Bill  to  be  mutilated  as  it  has  been 
in  its  passage  through  the  House  of  Lords: 
in  exceeding  the  limits  of  the  law,  they 
should  have  well  considered  ^e  exigency 
— not  asked  for  more  than  they  required, 
and  not  have  taken  less.  I  also  agree 
with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Lime- 
rick (Mr.  S.  O'Brien),  that  in  the  present 
weak  condition  of  the  Qoveniment,  they 
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wiU  want  that  moral  weight  which  ia  ne- 
cessary  for  the  efficacy  of  saoh  a  measure. 
The  Irish  Members  at  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  will  of  coarse  oppose  them; 
and  I  observe  that  in  their  last  great  divi- 
sion, on  Friday  night,  the  Government  had 
of  their  own  Bupporters  exactly  seven  Irish 
Membera  —  three  of  the  seven  being  in 
office.  I,  for  my  own  part,  believe  that  if 
the  existmg  law  had  been  administered 
with  a  steady  and  temperate  firmness  in 
Ireland,  things  would  not  have  come  to  the 
unhappy  pass  they  have.  But  1  am  of  opin- 
ion, that  from  the  commencement  of  the 
monster  meetings  and  monster  agitation  to 
the  present  time,  the  law  has  not  been  bo 
administered.  On  iLt  contrary,  the  policy 
of  the  Government  in  Ireland  has  been  for 
some  yeara  what  is  only  now  beginning 
to  be  seen  on  the  English  side  of  the  water 
— a  spirit  of  compromise — of  spurions  libe- 
rality—of want  of  reliance  on  the  perma- 
nent principles  of  truth  and  justice  —  a 
passing  over  of  the  best  and  most  compe- 
tent men  of  their  own  party  from  unworthy 
fears — a  tampering  with  an  inferior  class 
of  the  opposite  party  (for  the  higher  wonld 
not  listen  to  their  overtnres)  from  equally 
unworthy  hopes — in  short,  a  trading  on  the 
generosity  of  their  friends  and  die  mean- 
ness of  their  opponents,  until  the  Govern- 
ment was  left  without  the  confidence  or 
respect  of  any  party  in  the  country.  I  am 
not  so  nnjnst  as  to  blame  the  so-called 
Irish  Government  for  this  state  of  things; 
it  is  allowed  no  independence  of  action. 
I  lay  the  blame  where  it  is  justly  doe, 
at  the  door  of  that  department  in  Eng- 
land, whoBe  mere  puppets  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment was  reqnu^d  to  be.  No  doubt 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  that  department 
(Sir  James  Graham)  will  say  that  those 
remarks  are  dictated  by  disappointment  on 
my  part  that  I  am  not  myself  Secretary 
for  Ireland.  Now,  upon  that  point,  before 
I  sit  down,  I  will  crave  the  kmd  attention 
of  the  House  for  a  few  minntes  to  listen  to 
my  answer  to  the  unwarrantable  attack 
that  was  made  upon  me  on  Friday  night 
hy  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  James 
Graham),  when  I  had  previously  spoken 
in  the  debate,  and  therefore  could  not  re- 
ply to  it. 

The  SPEAKER:  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman can  only  allude  to  a  former  debate, 
if  permitted  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SHAW  continued  :  Sir,  I  am  per- 
fectly aware  of  that,  and  I  throw  myself 
entirely,    hut  under   the   eircnnutancM, 
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confidently,  npon  lli&t  indnlgenee.  [Load 
cheen,  om  eriei  of  "Go  on."]  Well, 
then,  I  will  commence  by  saying  that,  be- 
tween the  right  hon.  Baronet  {Sir  James 
Qraham)  and  me,  there  must  he  no  special 
pleading^-no  quibbling  about  words;  and 
if  his  attack  meant  anything,  it  meant  this 
— that  my  present  opposition  to  the  Oo- 
vemraent  was  influenced  by  disappointment 
that  I  hftd  not  been  able  to  job  my  office  of 
Recorder  of  Dublin  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
coming Chief  Secretary  of  Ireland.  First, 
then,  as  regards  even  the  colour  of  truth  of 
that  portion  of  the  charge  which  relates  to 
the  arrangement  of  my  present  office,  I 
will  state  what  the  facta  were.  When  the 
-Whig  party  introduced  the  Irish  Corpora- 
tion Bui,  tney  had  in  it  a  clause  providing 
that  the  office  should  remain  in  all  respects 
as  it  then  was  until  Parliament  should 
otherwise  arrange  it.  It  had  become  after 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  a  most  anomalous 
ofiBce — formerly  in  the  gift  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Dublin,  it  then  fell  to  the  patronage 
of  the  Crown,  but  with  none  of  the  attri- 
butes of  a  judicial  office  presented  to  by 
the  Crown,  its  income  being  made  up 
partly  by  aimnal  rotes  of  Parliament— 
partly  from  the  ^mds  of  the  corporation, 
with  which  it  was  no  longer  connected — 
and  partly  by  fees.  When  the  Govern- 
ment was  fixed  in  office  in  1S42,  among 
many  other  Irish  subjects  that  I  was  then 
in  almost  d^ly  communication  about  with 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  tho  head  of  the 
Government  (Sir  R.  Peel),  I  brought  the 
state  of  that  office  under  his  consideration. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel) 
asked  me  to  put  my  plan  on  paper;  I  con- 
sulted the  Irish  law  officers  as  to  the  most 
advantageous  arrangement  for  the  public, 
and  then  proposed  a  plan  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  several  local,  judicial,  and  other 
officer  ,in  Dublin,  which  would  have  ef- 
fected a  saving  of  between  three  and  four 
thousand  a  year  to  the  public;  but  also — 
and  I  am  anxious  to  give  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  J.  Yiraham)  the  full  benefit  of 
the  admission — it  would,  with  increased 
duties,  have  raised  the  salary  of  the  Re- 
corder, chargedit  on  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
and  provided  a  retiring  allowance,  under 
proper  regulations — as  was  tho  case  with 
eveiy  other  judicial  office  in  Ireland,  in- 
clndiDg  the  assistant  harristerships  of 
coonties.  In  doing  this  I  was  no  bumble 
suppliant  for  favour,  and  very  sensible  of 
the  difference  between  my  own  position,  as 
ft  private  individoal,  and  that  of  the  Prime 
Hinister;  etiU  apoa  that,  as  upon  eveiy 
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other  occasion  of  our  confidential  comntn- 
nication,  I  felt  myself,  in  the  sense  to 
which  1  am  now  referring,  upon  indepen- 
dent and  equal  terms.  Well,  the  result 
was — having  conferred  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel),  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Secretary  for  tho  Horac  De- 
partment  (Sir  J.  Graham),  confidentially 
as  I  thought — though  I  don't  care  if  he 
publishes  on  every  market  cross  in  Eng- 
land everything  I  ever  said  to  him— with 
Sir  Thomas  Fremantlo  and  others,  they 
said  that,  considering  the  patronage  of  the 
office  was  in  the  Government — that  I  was 
in  the  House  of  Commons — that  Dr.  Lush- 
ington  and  the  Masters  in  Chancery  had 
been  recently  excluded  as  judicial  officers; 
they  thought  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
raise  a  discussion  on  the  subject.  I  con- 
curred in  that  opinion — I  never  remon- 
strated— I  never  complained — I  never  felt 
the  slightest  annoyance;  and  from  that 
moment — four  years  ago — to  the  present, 
it  never  cost  me  a  thought.  But  now  I 
come  to  the  real  gravamen  of  the  charge; 
and  that  is,  that  my  object  and  application 
was  to  obtain  the  Chief  Secretaryship  of 
Ireland,  or  some  other  office,  for  I  will 
give  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  amplest 
latitude.  Now,  if  that  had  been  true,  I 
think  the  House  will  be  of  opinion — that  it 
would  have  been  inconsistent  with  all 
official  etiquette,  with  the  ordinary  deal- 
ings between  gentlemen  ;  and  above  all, 
unworthy  of  a  Minister  of  tho  Crown 
to  divulge  what  in  its  nature  must  be 
an  essentially  confidential  communication, 
— for  the  sake  of  producing  a  momen* 
tary  impression  against  a  political  op- 
ponent In  this  House.  Again,  supposing 
it  to  be  true,  a  high  and  generous  mind, 
above  such  sordid  influences  over  its  own 
public  conduct,  would  scarcely  impute  them 
to  another.  But  what  will  the  House  think  i 
of  the  Minister  and  the  man  who  could 
make  such  a  charge — when,  instead  of  its 
being  true — I  declare  on  my  word  of  honour 
there  is  not  from  beginnmg  to  end  one 
word  of  truth  in  it.  I  now  make  my  appeal 
direct  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  (Sir  Robert  Feel): 
he  will  excuse  me  for  mentioning- — -he  will 
feel  that  I  am  forced  to  it — all  that  ever 
passed  between  him  and  me  on  the  subject 
of  office.  It  was  very  short,  and  1  think 
I  can  accurately  state  it.  On  the  return 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  from  abroad,  in 
the  end  of  1834,  and  on  his  assuming  the 
reins  of  Government,  I  was  in  constant 
commuiucatioiL  with  t^)E^\  vw^»  ^  ^s^n  ^n?^ 
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interview  after  he  arrived  in  this  country, 
he  asked  me  if  there  was  any  ofBce  I  woald 

«ecept.  I  at  once,  sod  UDhesitatingly,  said 
not,  and  naaigned  mj  reasons  ;  that  I  would 
not  take  any  judicial  or  otiicr  office  which 
would  exclude  me  from  Parliament;  that  I 
preferred  my  present  office  and  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  Uuivorsity  of  Dublin  ;  and 
that  I  could  not  take  any  political  office, 
for  I  could  not  afford  to  give  up  the  per- 
manent office  I  held.  From  that  time  1 
WBB  for  many  years  in  close  and  intimate 
communication  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  Rohert  Peel.)  I  co-operated  with  him 
under  some  trying  circumstancea  and  pain- 
ful difficulties  of  which  he  is  not  unaware; 
ftnd  now,  with  confidence,  1  ask  the  right 
hon,  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  whether  he 
behoves  I  was  ever  actuated  by  a  selfish  or 
personal  motive? — [Sir  Robebt  Peel, 
Hear.]  Bnt,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  solemnly 
aver  that  from  that  conversation,  in  1834, 
to  the  present  day,  1  never  spoke  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  {Sir  Rohert  Peel)  > 
the  subject  of  office.  I  never,  directly 
indirectly,  applied  to  any  human  being  for 
office.  1  never  suggested,  or  hinted  at,  or 
contemplated  the  office  of  Irish  Secre- 
tary, or  any  other  save  the  subordinate 
office  which  I  now  hold,  and  which  is 


—  enouf  h  for  me. 


M;  brexl  ind  independenc; 
And  does  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
James  Graham)  think  that  it  did  not  de- 
grade him — or,  at  all  events,  degrade  the 
nigh  office  he  holds — not  in  the  heat  of  the 
moment — not  under  the  irritation  of  e 
speech  recently  made  ;  but  after  three  dayi 
— premeditatedly  • —  commencing  an  ad 
jouraed  debate,  at  the  calmest  hour  of  thi 
evening,  to  bring  an  accusation  that  had 
not  in  it  the  shadow  of  truth  ;  a  low  vul- 
garism— in  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  James  Graham)  had  not  even  the 
merit  of  originality,  but  had  borrowed  from 
a  local  party  newspaper — and  to  sustain 
which,  I  utterly  and  mdignantly  defy  him 
to  produce  the  slightest  tittle,  the  minutest 
atom  of  proof.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
then  complained  that  I,  sitting  behind  the 
Government,  knew  that  they  were  falling, 
and  kicked  them  because  they  were  falling. 
Now,  I  cannot  well  avoid  sitting  behind 
the  Government — I  am,  after  all, 
iho  gangway  as  I  can  go  ;  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  James  Graham)  means 
that  all  Members  at  this  side  of  the  House 
who  have  retained  their  sentiments  are 
either  to  change  thnr  seats  or  mince  their 
words  to  grati^  the  taste  of  the  right  hon. 


Baronet — the  benches  behind  the  Govern- 
ment— well  thinned  already— would  soon 
bo  deserted  indeed.  That  the  Government 
a  falling  Government,  both  iu  power  and 
laracter,  Ilament  to  be  obliged  to  beUeve; 
and  furthermore,  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  is  the  evil  genius  who 
is  hurrying  them  to  their  catastrophe.  The 
party  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
formerly  belonged,  three  years  ago  made 
a  common  prediction,  which  the  Ute  and 
the  present  adherents  of  this  Government 
■■  soon  unite  to  fulfil— that  no  Cabinet 
long  exist  in  England  of  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  is  a  Member.  As  tu 
kicking  from  behind — if  that  is  the 
proper  description  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  gives  the  operation — I  may  remind 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  last  year,  when 
he  was  not  a  Member  of  a  falling  Govern- 
ment, I  performed  the  same  operation  as 
vigorously  as  I  was  able  upon  the  right 
hon.  Baronet ;  but  I  do  not  kick  the  Go- 
vernment because  they  are  falling.  Let 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  recollect  that  the 
taunt  comes  ill  from  him,  for  it  is  not  I 
that  have  changed  my  opinions ;  it  is  not 
I  that  have  deserted  my  principles.  I, 
perhaps,  feel  too  strongly,  and  1  speak  as 
T  feel.  The  habit  may  sometimes  he  in- 
convenient ;  but  I  am  not  willing  to  unlearn 
it  by  becoming  the  disciple  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
says  he  prefers  my  open  hostility  to  my 
smouldering  resentment.  He  may  depend 
upon  it  that  when  I  feel  hostihty  I  will 
always  show  it  as  openly  and  as  fearlessly 
as  I  did  on  the  occasion  to  which  he  re- 
ferred. Resentment  I  never  felt  towarda 
the  Government,  and,  most  of  all,  not  to- 
wards the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  Government ;  far  from  it.  I  enter- 
tain for  him  (Sir  R.  Peel)  personally  unaf- 
fected respect ;  and,  my  sincerest  sorrow 
is  that  he  has  fallen  into  the  hondtf  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department.  Finally,  I  can,  with 
truth,  assure  that  right  hom.  Baronet  (Sir 
J.  Graham)  that  I  do  not  regard  htm  with 
either  hostility  or  resentment.  The  feeling 
1  have  for  him  is  not  so  dignified ;  but  out 
of  deference  to  the  House  I  will  forbear  to 
eipresB  it.  I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  the 
House  for  the  indulgent  attention  wiUi 
which  they  have  heard  me  on  a  personal 
matter,  with  which  I  am  very  sorry  that  I 
have  been  obUgcd  to  trouble  them ;  and  I 
still  more  gratefully  acknowledge  the  ge- 
neral niunnarof  disapprobatjon  with  which 
the  other  night  they  recdved  the  occum- 
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tion  of  the  right  lion.  Baronet  (Sir  J. 
Graham)  agunst  me,  when,  according  to 
tlie  rules  of  the  House,  I  could  not  be 
heard  in  mj  own  defence. 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM :  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  I  shall  etrictl?  confine  myself 
to  explanatiou.  The  right  noa.  aod  learned 
Recorder  of  Dnblia  has  complained  that  I 
took  advantage  of  the  interral  of  two  or 
three  days  for  preparing  an  elaborate  at- 
tack against  him ;  but,  after  the  speech  he 
has  made,  I  will  leave  tbe  House  and 
country  to  jndge  of  the  fine  jadiciol  tone 
and  temper  be  has  displayed  upon  this 
occawon.  But  I  said  that  I  would  confine 
myself  to  explanation,  and  there  are  two 

Coints  to  which  I  shall  refer.  The  right 
on.  Gentleman  aaii  that  I  had  preferred 
au  accusation  against  him.  [Mr.  Shaw  : 
An  inunuation.J  Tben  we  have  already 
parted  with  that  word  "  accusation,"  and  it 
IB  now  reduced  to  insinuation;  andlwill  ob- 
serve that,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
to  refer,  not  only  to  former  debates,  but  to 
listen  to  the  explanation  of  the  allusions  in 
those  debates,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  offer 
such  explanation.  There  are  two  alluaioDS 
in  the  speech  to  which  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  refers.  The  first  is, 
the  possible  political  ambition  of  passing 
from  the  judicial  to  official  station  that 
swayed  the  mind  and  judgment  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Qenueman.  I  ad- 
mit that  allusion  ;  but  that  allusion  was 
frospective;  and  it  was  an  allusion  to  what 
thought  might  possiblj,  and  even  proba- 
bly, have  been  the  object  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  It  was  an  allusion 
made  prospectively  with  reference  to  the 
formation  of  what  I  think  I  called  a  pro- 
tection Govemmcnt.  The  other  allusion 
was  to  a  matter  of  fact;  and  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  I  think,  said  some- 
thing about  confidential  communication, 
and  a  breach  of  confidence.  Now,  the 
House  will  remember — and  the  right  hon. 
KoA  learned  Gentlemen  himself  has  alluded 
to  it — that  in  the  course  of  last  Sessio 
stated  lUstinctly  that  he  never  hod  been 
what  I  ventured  to  call  him,  my  right  hon. 
Friend;  and  he  disclaimed  the  propriety  of 
my  uung  that  expression — he  said  he  never 
hod  been  my  Fnend ;  that  he  had  only  a 
political  and  Farliamontory  acquuntance 
with  me;  and  ho  drew  a  distinction,  which 
he  has  drawn  again  to-night,  between 
and  my  right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of 
the  Government.  He  said,  that  with  my 
light  hon.  Friend  he  was  on  terms  o:' 
friendebtp,  but  that  vrith  me  he  hod  none 


on  a  fonner  occasion,  as  on  to-nif^t, 
he  singled  me  out  as  the  object  of  his 
bitterest  attack.  Now,  then,  with  refer- 
ence to  confidential  communication.  There 
a  confidence,  I  conceive,  nnder  snch 
circumstances,  and  after  such  a  disclaimer. 
If  there  had  been  any  confidential  inter- 
course or  oommunicadon,  I  should  not  be 
the  man  to  abuse  it ;  but,  ia  the  absence 
of  such  confidence,  I  do  think  I  am  per- 
fectij  justified  in  referring  to  a  communica- 
tion— an  official  communication- — between 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  and 
me  within,  I  think,  three  months  after  my 
acceptance  of  office.  About  the  commence- 
ment of  February,  1842,  the  commence- 
ment of  the  first  Session  after  I  accepted 
office,  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man did  propose  a  measure  to  my  consi- 
deration, the  outline  of  which  was  that  the 
office  of  the  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
should  receive  a  salair  irom  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  of  3,0001.  a  year;  and  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  a  retiring 
allowance  to  the  present  occupant  of  that 
office.  I  deUberated  npon  that 'officially, 
and  I  returned  an  answer  that  I  could  not 
he  a  party  to  any  such  proposition ;  and 
since  there  is  no  confidence  between  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  and  my- 
self, if  be  will  refer  to  his  correspondence 
of  February,  1842,  he  will  find  the  letter, 
which  he  has  my  full  consent  to  read  to 
the  House,  in  which  I  staled  the  reasons, 
the  public  official  reasons,  why  I  could  not 
be  a  party  to  any  such  measure. 

Mr.  OXONNELL  said,  the  right  hm. 
Baronet  had  talked  of  the  threats  of  hia 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  county  of 
Limerick,  of  availing  himself  of  the  forms 
of  the  House  to  give  every  opposition  in 
his  power  to  this  Bill ;  but  what  did  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  do  himself  ?  Did  he 
not  call  upon  the  House  to  trample  upon 
one  of  the  Sessional  Orders,  and  to  deprive 
the  Irish  people  of  the  protection  of  that 
Order?  Thot  Order  was  made  for  the 
protection  of  the  public,  that  no  pervon 
should  be  taken  by  surprise ;  and  surely 
there  ought  to  be  notice  given  of  any 
Motion  for  the  purpose  of  suspending  that 
Order.  Did  the  right  hon.  Buonet  believe 
that  the  Irish  people  would  not  be  much 
more  affected  at  finding  a  Sessional  Order 
that  was  made  for  their  protection  trampled 
under  feot — would  not  tlie  moral  effect  of 


could  be  produced  by  a  majority  of  that 
House!     They  were  accustomed  to  have 
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the  preBent  Ehtvemment,  when  th^  adrue 
Her  Majeetj  to  come  down,  aud  in  Her 
Speech  to  Farliament  to  aaj  that  She  seea 
with  great  regret  the  BjstemofaasaMinatJon 
preTailingin  Ireland,  and  when  Her  Majesty 
calls  upon  the  Parliament  forthwith  to  con- 
eider  measnreH  for  the  panUhmentof  thoaa 
who  coDunit  these  desperate  crimes,  I  con- 
demn the  Ministers  who  liave  delayed  from 
the  22nd  of  January  to  the  3(Mi  of  March 
the  proposal  to  r^d  the  measure  for  tKe 
first  time.  The  present  measure  is  wannly 
sopported  in  the  other  House  by  all  the 
principal  leaders.     It  is  supported  by  the 


majorities  of  that  House  deciding  aguost 
tliem  ;  but  it  was  now  proposed  tJiat,  to 
tret  a  Coercion  Bill  against  them,  the  Or- 
ders of  that  House  ^were  to  be  trampled 
under  foot.  He  hebered  that  the  Motion 
before  the  House  was  to  postpone  the 
Orders  of  the  Day  until  after  the  first 
reading  of  this  BiD  ;  but  there  were  so 
many  Motions  on  the  books  of  that  House 
upon  die  subject — he  himself  had  an  im- 
portant Motion  of  an  Amendment- — that  he 
ooold  assure  the  right  lion.  Baronet  that 
he  would  gain  nothing  by  his  perseverance. 
He,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  riglit  hon. 
Baronet  would  not  perserere  in  his  Motion, 
seeing  that  no  beneficial  effect  be  given  to 
it ;  seeing  that  he  could  not  advance  him- 
self one  hour ;  seeing  that  there  was  no 
part  of  the  Government  of  Ireland,  not 
only  in  Jiis — the  rig{it  hon.  Baronet's — 
time,  but  in  past  Govemmenta,  but  must 
necessarily  be  involved  in  the  debate,  that 
there  was  not  a  measure  of  any  Qovem- 
ment  inimical  to  the  Irish  people,  that 
would  not  bo  a  legitimate  topic  of  discussion 
in  this  case ;  and  that  it  was,  therefore, 
utterly  imposBible  that  any  advantage  could 
be  gained  by  proposing  this  irregular  Motion 
against  the  ordinary  rules  of  proceeding. 

Mb.  C.  POWELL  considered  he  was  not 
asking  anything  unreasonable  in  calling 
upon  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  to  liston  to  the  real  wishes 
of  the  people  of  England,  that  the  Corn  Bill 
take  precedence  ofevery  other  measure.  He 
should  like  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynn  (Lord  G.  Bentinck)  to 
favour  the  House  with  a  minute  of  the  ne- 
gotiation which  had  latoly  taken  place  be- 
tween him  and  the  Government  upon  the 
present  measure. 

LoED  G.  BENTINCK:  My  hon.  Friend 
has  appealed  to  me  as  the  leader  of  a 
party.  I  beg  to  say  that  whilst  1  am  prond 
to  serve  in  the  ranks  of  the  protectionists,  I 
think  it  right  to  state  I  have  never  set  my- 
self up  for  their  leader  ;  but  since  they  do 
sometimes  request  me  to  express  the  feel- 
ings of  the  greater  part  of  them,  I  am  able 
to  steto  that,  if  the  day  should  come,  which 
Bome  hon.  Gentlemen  seem  to  anticipate, 
when  we  shall  be  responsible  for  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  the  principles  of  pro- 
tection will  not  he  extended  to  the  broad- 
dirj  murderer  and  the  midni^t  assassin. 
Protection  will  be  given  to  the  loyal  and 
the  well  conducted — to  the  honest  and  the 
poor  man  in  the  pursuit  of  his  lawful  func- 
tions. I  condemn,  as  strongly  as  any  man 
can  condemn,  the  dilatory  proceedings  of 


of  Clanricarde,  by  my  Lord  Cottenl 
and  by  Lord  Campbell.  Therefore  there 
is  no  excuse  for  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
delaying  to  bring  it  before  Parliament. 
When  1  look  at  the  statements  which  have 
been  made  by  a  Minister  in  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  and  see  that  in  ten  counties 
alone  the  offences  against  persons,  the  of- 
fences against  property,  and  the  offences 
against  the  public  peace,  amount  to  four 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  I  must 
say  that  1  concurin  opinion  with  the  Maroueea 
of  Clanricarde,  that  no  Bill  has  ever  Deen 
introduced  into  this  House  of  Pariiament 
which  can  compare  with  the  measure  now 
before  the  House;  aud  there  is  necessity 
for  pressing  it  forward.  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Lancashire  in  thinking 
that  this  measure  for  the  protection  of  life 
in  Ireland  is  the  precursor  of  further  mea- 
sures favourable  to  the  Irish.  But  it  is  of 
no  use  to  propose  measures  for  the  improve- 
ment of  toe  Irish  people  so  long  as  no  man 
con  pursue  the  occupations  of  industry  or 
carry  out  any  improvements,  without  an 
immediate  prospect  of  being  arrested  in 
those  improvements  by  the  hand  of  the 
broad-day  murderer  and  the  midnight 
assassin.  For  these  reasons  it  is  (bat 
I  call  on  those  with  whom  I  act  to 
give  their  hearty  and  honest  su[n>ort 
to  Her  Majesty's  Administration,  so  long 
as  they  show  an  earnest  desire  toputdown 
murder  and  protect  property  in  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  has  told  us  that  this  is  a 
Bill  to  put  down  murder  and  assassination; 
and  I  say  that  as  long  as  the  Bill  is  de- 
layed, the  blood  of  every  murdered  man  is 
upon  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
— the  blood  of  every  man  who  shall  be 
murdered,  pending  the  passing  of  these 
measures,  will  be  upon  the  head  of  Her 
Majesty's  Administration,  and  upon  the 
head  of  this  Honae,  if  they  and  we  neglect 
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to  pUB  this  meMom.  What  !■  tli«  state 
of  things  in  IreUnd  {  It  is  not  only  that 
Hiiota  who  themselTOs  have  giTen  mvaoo 
are  liable  to  be  murdered,  bnt  we  see  in- 
stances every  day  of  even  women  with  chil- 
dren in  dkeir  arms  being  shot  from  behind 
(litohes.  ["  Name."]  I  will  name.  What 
think  yon  of  the  ease  of  Fanny  MaoFennel, 
the  wife  of  a  wood-ranger,  who  was  shot 
fat  no  other  offence  than  this,  that  her  hus- 
band was  supposed  to  be  aetire  in  arrest- 
ing treBpaesers  npon  the  estate  of  his  mas- 
ter. [An  Hon.  Hbhbeb:  Where?]  In 
the  eonnty  of  Tyrone,  and  for  no  other  of- 
fence than  that  of  arresting  trespassers  in 
the  woods  of  his  master-  This  unfortunate 
woman,  far  advanced  in  pregnancy,  and 
carrying  an  infant  in  her  aims,  was  shot 
from  behind  a  hedge  bj  a  murderous  as- 
sassm.  She  herself  lingered  from  her 
wounds,  and  after  a  miscarriage  and  the 
birdi  of  a  still-bom  child,  in  two  or  three 
days  she  died,  while  the  infant  in  her  arms 
was  serereW  wounded  in  its  head,  and,  for 
aaytlung  I  know,  may  have  since  died.  If 
tlie  pasmng  of  the  measure  now  before  the 
House  be  delayed  at  this  present  time,  it 
cannot  come  into  operation  for  at  least 
Aree  years.  What  I  hare  mentioned  has 
not  been  a  solitary  instance.  How  many 
days  ago  was  it  since  Sir  David  Roche  was 
shot  at  for  no  other  crime  than  this,  that 
at  the  bidding  of  one  tenant  he  refosed  to 
turn  ont  the  widow  of  that  man's  brother 
whilst  the  body  of  her  late  husband  was 
BtiQ  lying  in  the  honse.  But  these  are  not 
an.  The  state  of  Ireland  appears  to  be 
this — that  a  man  can  scarcely  go  to  church 
—no  old  lady  of  eighty  can  go  to  church, 
without  the  risk  of  being  shot  at  by  assas- 
sins. What  do  j<n  think  of  the  cose  of 
Urs.  Bennet,  an  old  lady  of  eighty,  who 
was  driving  in  her  car,  when  she  was 
■topped  by  two  ruffians,  one  armed  with  a 
whatde,  and  the  other  with  a  pistol.  Her 
offence  was,  that  she  had  reused  to  tarn 
off  two  faithful  servants,  one  of  whom  had 
been  shot  at  and  desperately  wounded  in 
the  arm  whilst  at  his  supper.  Neither  are 
these  all.  Have  we  not  seen  the  state- 
ment made  by  Lord  Farnham  in  the  other 
House  of  FarUament.  A  friend  of  his  was 
murdered  in  the  broad  day,  and,  though 
there  were  hundreds  of  people  by,  nobody 
offered  either  to  prevent  the  murder  or  ar- 
rest Aie  mniderefe.  It  is  perfectly  well 
kfiown  that  die  murderer  is  still  in  the 
country,  and  the  haunts  he  visits  are  also 
well  uiown,  but  nobody  dare  arrest  him. 
'    What  hare  we  heard  an  aeecnut  of  on  the 


7th  of  this  Terr  month?  Mr.  Ryan  tella 
OS  that  hitoeelf  and  his  wife  and  ten  chil- 
dren, with  five  servants,  were  engaged  in 
evening  prayer,  when  a  blunderbuss,  loaded 
with  nine  bullets,  was  fired  into  the  room, 
clearly  showing  what  was  designed  by  the 
assassin's  fixing  that  period  for  the  execu- 
tion of  his  plans,  that  the  slanghter  might 
be  the  more  nniversd.  Because  these 
things  occur,  we  are  charged  with  being 
indifferent  to  the  interests  of  the  Irish  peo- 
ple, and  therefore  I  shall  certainly  support 
the  Government  in  forwarding  this  mea- 
sm-e,  by  which  a  system  of  murder  and  as- 
sassination will  be  effectoatly  put  down.  I 
wiU  speak  for  those  around  me,  that  we 
will '  not  consent  to  have  the  name  of  li- 
berty prostituted  to  broad-day  murders, 
and  midnight  assassinations. 

Sib  GBORGB  GREY  had  risen  to  ex- 
press his  hope,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lard,  the  House  would 
not  be  led  into  a  premature  discussion  as 
to  the  state  of  things  in  Ireland,  and  which 
had  induced  the  Government  to  introduce 
tills  measure  into  the  House.  The  time 
would  come  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 
might  state  grounds  which  would  justify 
the  introduction  of  tiiis  Bill ;  the  time 
mirht  come  when  tiie  House  would  be 
coUed  upon  to  determine  whether  this  Bill, 
framed  to  meet  the  extensive  system  of 
crime  in  Ireland,  should  pass  into  a  law  ; 
but  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Drog- 
heda  pressed  that  they  should  not  put 
these  questions  to  a  decision  now,  but  uiat 
tbey  should  proceed  with  a  measure  of  the 
greatest  interest  and  importance,  which 
had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  some  time.  By  the  mode  taken  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  question  was 
put  before  them,  as  to  which  of  these  two 
important  Bills  they  would  take  that  even- 
ing. The  qnestion  was,  which  of  these 
important  measures — the  Com  Importation 
Bill,  or  the  Preservation  of  Life  (Ireland) 
Bill — should  have  precedence.  Under  all 
the  circumstances  in  which  these  Bills 
were  before  the  House,  he  could  not  help 
expressing  his  decided  opinion  that  the 
Bill  for  the  importation  of  com  should 
have  preference  over  the  Irish  Bill.  He 
could  assure  the  House  he  had  no  wish 
to  offer  any  nn^r  impecUment  to  tho  ' 
course  which  the  Govemment  proposed  to 
adopt ;  bnt  he  would  put  it  to  them  whe- 
ther it  was  not  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public  business  that  the  course  iriiieh  he 
reoommended  sfaonld  be  adopted.     On  the 
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Com  Importation  Bill  the  debat«a  were 
euried  on  far  beyond  the  ordinary  duration 
of  debates,  and  it  wae  argued  at  great 
length  on  both  Bides  of  the  House.  The 
Bill  had  arrived  within  a  short  period  of 
the  last  stage,  and  he  put  it  to  the  House 
vhothcr  they  should  not  put  aa  end  to  the 
anxiety  of  almost  the  whole  community, 
includmg  a  great  portioD  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  that  some  final  decision 
should  be  come  to  on  this  question.  These 
proceedings  hod  continued  for  several 
weeks  ;  and  all  who  had  any  lengthened 
Parliamentary  experience  in  debates  in 
that  House  must  be  conTineed,  that,  if  the 
further  progress  of  the  Corn  Importation 
Act  was  postponed  nntil  after  Easter,  they 
would  have  much  longer  and  protracted 
debates  in  its  future  stages  than  if  the  Bill 
was  pressed  de  die  in  diem.  As  he  under- 
stood, the  Government  had  intended  that 
this  Bill  should  have  gone  up  to  the  House 
of  Lords  before  Easter,  when  it  would  have 
been  printed,  and  the  second  reading  could 
have  taken  place  at  an  early  day  after  the 
holiday's  ;  but,  if  it  was  put  off  until  after 
Easter,  he  would  defy  any  man  to  show 
any  reasonable  expectation  of  its  getting 
to  a  second  readiug  in  the  other  House  be- 
fore June,  July,  or  August.  He  regretted 
the  course  taken  by  the  Government ;  but 
they  must  look  to  a  defence  of  it  in  the 
■tatement  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  make  to  the  House  in  Justification 
of  this  Bill  for  the  protection  of  hfe  in  Ire- 
land. If  the  Bill  was  of  so  pressing  a  na- 
ture, not  a  day  should  be  allowed  to  elapse 
before  passing  it  into  a  law;  and  there 
might  bo  a  case  which  might  make  it  in- 
eumhent,  for  the  suppression  of  crime,  that 
diey  should  press  forward  this  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  only  pro- 
ceeded to  take  the  first  reading  of  this  Bill; 
he  must  then  postpone  the  Com  BiU, 
and  deal  with  this  measure.  Supposing 
that  this  Bill  was  proceeded  with,  they 
must  postpone  all  the  further  stages  of  the 
Com  Bill ;  and  if  the  Com  Bill  was  post- 
poned, they  might  depend  upon  it  that  this 
measure  could  not  be  proceeded  with  until 
a  later  period  than  otherwise  would  be  the 
case.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  said  that  it 
was  essential  to  have  the  opinion  of  the 
Hotiae  expressed  on  the  principle  of  this 
measure.  How  long  had  he  been  of  this 
opiuioii?  The  right  hon.  Baronet  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  said  that  it  was  only  respect- 
ful to  the  House  of  Lords  that  this  Bill, 
■ent  down  from  it,  should  he  read  a  first 
time,  and  he  deprecated  in  that  stage  of  it 


any  eipresuon  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  House.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
expreesed  an  earnest  hope  to  several  of  his 
(Sir  G.  Grey's)  Iri^  Friends  around  him 
that  they  would  allow  the  first  reading  of 
this  Bill  evb  (tienlio.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet recommended  the  postponement  of  the 
debate  until  the  second  reading,  which  he 
pledged  himself  should  not  take  place  until 
the  Com  ImportaUon  Bill  had  passed 
through  that  House.  Looking  to  toe  ne- 
cessity of  putting  an  end  to  the  state  of 
uncertainty  which  existed,  and  to  the  pa- 
ralysed state  of  commerce  which  this  delay 
had  occasioned,  he  trusted  that  they  would 
proceed  with  the  Com  Bill,  and  postpone 
the  Protection  of  Life  in  Ireland  Bill.  If 
he  were  compelled  to  say  aye  or  no  to  this 
Motion,  he  should  not  hesitate  to  gire  his 
cordial  support  to  the  Motion  of  his  hoo. 
friend  the  Member  for  Drogheda. 

Me.  HENRY  GBATTAN  would  sup- 
port the  Mo^on  of  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Drogheda,  although  he  was 
determined  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  put 
down  the  spirit  of  outrage  and  insubordina- 
tion which  existed  in  Ireland.  He  did  not 
merely  say  this  as  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
but  as  a  resident  Irish  gentleman,  imd  as  a 

frotector  of  his  own  tenantry  and  of  the 
rish  people.  He  did  not  tlunk  that  any 
asperity  which  was  manifested  towards 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  in  consequence  of 
the  delay  in  tills  measure,  was  justifiable, 
as  is  was  clear  that  they  could  not 
make  up  their  minds  on  a  Bill  which,  since 
1746,  had  singularly  failed  when  attempted 
to  he  put  in  force.  This  Bill  should  be  de- 
layed ;  for  there  were  now  laws  in  exist- 
ence, and  officers  to  put  them  in  force, 
which  had  not  been  resorted  to.  These, 
he  was  satisfied,  were  amply  sufficient, 
without  resortmg  to  this  infamous  Bill.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  sheriff,  in  case  of  dis- 
turbance, to  call  out  the  poMMt  cvmitatui ; 
and  the  gentry,  instead  of  making  speeches 
and  dressing  up  addresses  in  grutd-juiy 
rooms,  should  place  themselves  at  the  head 
of  their  servants,  and  patrol  the  country 
day  and  night.  The  gentry,  however, 
abandoned  their  duty,  and  made  them- 
selves unpopular  with  their  tenantry.  No 
man  was  more  anxious  than  himself  to  put 
down  this  spirit  of  outrage ;  hut  he  never 
would  consent  to  stigmatize  a  whole  conn- 
try,  because  five  or  six  persons  in  a  dis- 
trict were  infected  with  a  mania. 

Mr.  S.  HERBERT  said,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  deny  that  the  Government  was 
placed  in  a  position  of  great  difficulty  in 
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respect  of  the  qneation  as  to  which  aubjeet 
ehauld  h«Te  the  precedence  on  the  present 
oooftsion.  He  regretted,  however,  to  hear 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn 
bring  forward  charges  of  bo  grave  a  na- 
ture against  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment — 
charges,  he  would  add,  which,  unless  they 
could  be  substantiated  in  erery  particular, 
no  man  in  that  House,  or  oat  of  it,  should 
bring  against  any  man  or  body  of  men  in 
power  or  out  of  power.  The  noble  Lord 
said,  that  in  consequence  of  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place,  the  Qorernmeut 
were  responsible  for  the  loss  of  life  which 
had  occurred  in  Ireland ;  and  he  hod 
also  stated,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
Qovemment  not  appearing  to  be  in  earnest 
in  respect  to  the  measure,  he,  and  those 
with  whom  he  acted,  could  not  feel  them- 
seWea  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  in  sup- 
porting the  Government  in  carrying  it  into 
effect.  A  more  unfair  construction  was 
never  put  upon  the  acts  of  any  Govern- 
ment uan  that  which  had  been  put  upon 
&a  acts  of  the  Government  to  wbicb  he 
(Mr.  Sidney  Herbert)  belonged,  by  the 
noble  Lord  on  this  occasion.  If  the  House 
woald  only  consider  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case— all  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  measure  was  brought  forward, 
onlefts  the  Government  could  mahe  days 
of  hours,  and  weeks  of  days — they  woidd 
come  to  the  conclusion,  diat  no  other  course 
was  open  to  them  in  the  matter.  Having 
to  meet  all  the  difficulties  of  the  many 
measures  which  were  before  them  since 
last  October,  it  was  not  within  the  compass 
of  possibility  that  they  could  be  ready  with 
them  all  by  the  opening  of  Parliament;  and 
to  introdoco  th^n  in  a  crude,  undigested 
state,  would  be  unworthy  of  their  position 
— they  had  no  alternative  open  to  them 
but  the  coarse  which  they  had  adopted.  '' 
was  impossible,  he  freely  admitted,  to  o 
rate  the  importance  otiha  Com  Bill  to 
conntry,  or  to  exaggerate  the  necessity  of 
its  speedy  passage  through  that  House.  In 
this  he  agreed  to  the  full  with  the  right 
hen.  Baronet  who  had  spoke  last.  But  it 
was  impossible  also,  he  maintained,  if  that 
which  had  been  stated  in  respect  to  the 
state  of  society  in  Ireland  was  correct,  not 
to  admit  that  the  subject  was  one  which 
could  not  bear  any  longer  delay;  and  if  the 
House  would  only  have  the  patience  to 
hear  what  bis  right  hon.  Friend  had  to  say 
in  relation  to  it,  and  snffer  the  facts  to  be 
laid  before  them,  he  had  no  doubt  they 
would  come  to  the  same  conclosion.  The 
Boble  Lord  bad  mode  serions  statements 


respecting  the  state  of  crime  and  outage 
in  Ireland;  and  those  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
acted  with  the  noble  Lord  appeared  to  co- 
incide in  them ;  but  if  these  statements 
credible,  and  if  they  were  beUeved  bj 
the  House,  could  there  be  any  question  that 
the  whole  case  which  his  fight  hon.  Friend 
was  prepared  to  lay  before  them  was  not 
entitled  to  be  fully  discussed  upon  that  oc- 
in?  This,  however,  he  would  say~~ 
looking  at  the  debates  which  had  taken 
place  upon  the  subject  elsewhere,  looking 
at  the  accounts  which  were  published  in 
the  newspapers,  and  looking  at  the  private 
information  wbich  was  received— anything 
horrible  as  the  state  of  demoralisation 
d  crime  in  which  many  parts  of  Ireland 
were  plunged — anything  so  perfect  as  the 
suspension  of  the  law  which  existed  in 
those  parts  of  that  country — anydiing,  in 
short,  so  complete  as  the  abrogation  of 
liberty  that  obtained  there,  was,  perhaps, 
never  known ;  and  he  thought  that  no 
and  no  Minister  could,  under  these 
circumstances,  decline  to  admit  that  even 
those  most  important  measures  then  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  ought  to 
be  postponed  until  a  decision  had  been 
taken  at  least  upon  the  principle  of  a  mea- 
sure which  had  for  its  object  the  suppres- 
sion of  those  horrors,  and  which,  by  antici- 
pation, might  have  the  effect  of  stopping 
or  suspending  the  frightful  progress  of 
crime  in  that  country.  In  asking  to  read 
this  Bill  to-nigbt,  they  only  intended  to 
postpone  the  Corn  Bill  for  one  night ;  and 
they  would  not  even  have  asked  for  this 
postponement,  but  that  it  was  of  the  most 
essential  importance  that  the  opinion  of 
the  House  should  be  taken  as  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  measure.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  pledge  itself  to  delay  this  mea- 
sure by  voting  for  the  Amendment,  as  it 
would  give  rise  to  a  feeling  of  expectation 
in  Ireloud  that  this  Bill  would  idtimately 
be  thrown  out.  But  although  other  mea- 
sures were  necessary,  he  hoped  that  the 
House  would  not  delay  this  one,  notwith- 
standing they  had  been  told  that  it  would 
not  have  any  effect  for  years.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  House  would  not  affirm 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Drog^ 
heda.  It  was  not  true  that  the  Govern- 
ment wished  to  throw  over  the  Standing 
Order  for  this  discussion.  The  course  that 
was  proposed  to  be  taken  was  the  most  ob- 
vious and  best  that  could  be  avoided.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  did  not  propose  to  take 
the  House  by  surprise,  for  he  had  given  due 
notice  of  his  intention  of  proceeding  witli 
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thti  Bill  tliia  BTening.  He  did  not  propoM 
to  take  it  out  of  the  regular  order,  but  he 
moved  that  the  Orders  of  the  Daj  be  read, 
for  the  purpose  of  their  being  postponed 
and  thus  they  were  disposedof  just  as  much 
U  if  thej  had  been  discnswd.  The  course 
also  irhich  the  bon.  Member  proposed  to 
tak«  was  very  unusual,  as  it  was  not  cus- 
tomary in  courtesy  to  postpone  to  a  distant 
day  the  first  reading  of  a  Bill  which  had 
come  down  from  the  House  of  Lords.  He 
entreated  the  House  not  to  sanction  this 
course,  which,  if  adopted,  might  be  fatal 
to  the  tranquillity  as  well  as  to  the  security 
of  life  and  property  in  Ireland.  He  hoped 
that  tbey  would  oot  think  that  he  was  un- 
derraluing  the  importance  of  the  measure 
for  the  admission  of  com ;  but  all  that  he 
Mked  was,  that  it  might  pass  pari  ptunt 
with  tlie  measure  for  the  protection  of  life 
in  Ireland,  which  the  people  in  that  coun 
Ut  were  justified  in  eipecting  from  them. 

LoBD  JOHN  RUSSELL  said,  that  with 
respect  to  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  as  to  the  postponing  of  the  Orders 
of  the  Day,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  propose 
the  first  reading  of  the  Protection  of  Life 
(Ireland)  Bill,  he  was  satisfied  to  rest  on 
what  had  been  sud  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Devonport ;  bat 
one  or  two  circumstances  bad  taken 
place  in  liie  course  of  the  debate,  which 
ne  felt  compelled  to  take  notice  of  be- 
fi>re  going  to  a  dirision.  He  would 
not  interfere  one  way  or  the  other  in 
the  charge  of  his  noble  Friend  the  Member 
for  Lynn,  or  the  defence  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  as  to 
the  delay  which  was  said  to  have  occurred 
in  bringing  forward  this  measure,  an' 
not  having  pressed  it  forward  when  intro- 
duced. He  trusted  that  the  noble  Lord 
who  disclaimed  the  name  of  leader  of  his 
pftfty,  but  who  still  admitted  that  he  spoke 
the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  tiiose 
with  whom  be  acted,  would  not  be  so  rash 
uid  hasty  in  bringing  charges  against  any 
person  or  party  on  insufficient  evidence,  as 
he  thought  the  noble  Lord  had  been  that 
evening.  With  regard  to  the  question  he- 
fore  the  House,  both  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  placed 
it  on  entirely  different  grounds  from  those 
m  which  it  was  placed  the  other  evening 
1^  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  bead  of 
the  Oovemment,  when  they  said  that  it 
was  roost  desirable  that  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  should  be  sanctioned  by  reading  it 
ttie  first  time,  as  the  moral  effect  which 
inch  a  proceodiog  would  produce  in  Ir*- 
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land  would  he  great,  while  it  would  be  oon- 
sidered  lliat  a  vote  oarried  in  favour  of  the 
Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Drogbeda  would  be  regarded  as  against 
the  Bill.  He  could  not  so  consider  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  He  considered,  as 
had  been  justly  stated  by  his  right  hon. 
Priend  the  Member  for  Devonport,  whether 
this  was  the  most  convenient  time  to  pro- 
ceed with  this  measure.  He  was  ready  to 
avow  that  he  thought  that  the  more  con- 
venient course  for  the  House  to  pursue,  for 
the  sake  of  the  public,  was  to  proceed  with 
the  Bill  which  had  been  so  long  before  the 
House,  and  postpone  to  a  future  time  the 
Bill  which  was  not  immediately  before 
them.  His  right  bon.  Friend  was  justified 
in  saying  that  the  case  would  have  been 
totally  altered  if  the  Oovemment  had  said 
that  they  wished  to  pass  immediately  this 
Protection  of  Life  Bill  through  sll  its 
stages;  hat  on  the  contrary,  they  now  aaid 
that  they  would  resume  the  consideration 
of  the  Com  Importation  Bill  on  Friday, 
and  that  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
should  not  take  place  until  the  Cora  Bill 
and  the  Poor  Bconoval  Bill  should  have 
passed.  What  would  the  moral  effect  be 
of  taking  the  first  reading  of  this  Bill 
under  such  eircnmstuices  i  He  would  ask 
whedlier  they  considered  Uiat  those  <Us- 
posed  to  commit  murder  would  be  deterred 
from  doing  so,  because  they  knew  that 
this  Bill  had  been  read  a  first  time  ?  On 
the  other  hand,  if  they  proceeded  with  it, 
they  would  have  all  the  excitement  arising 
from  the  discussion,  withont  giving  any 
power  to  the  Executive  Government  by 
this  course.  They  would  throw,  therefore, 
all  kinds  of  eicitiiig  topics  before  the  pub- 
lic, to  be  used  with -respect  to  this  Bill, 
which  would  be  termed  an  infringement  of 
liberty,  and  would  have  a  fearful  effect  on 
the  public  mind  in  Ireland.  He  thou^t 
that  ample  reasons  had  been  given  for 
postponing  this  Bill,  and  for  proceeding 
with  the  Bill  with  regard  to  an  importa- 
tion of  com,  tho  progress  of  which  was  re- 
garded with  so  much  interest  by  the  pub- 
lic. In  voting  for  the  Motion  u  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Drogheda,  it  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment made  out  a  case  that  he  should 
not  support  the  Bill.  It  would  be  for  the 
right  h<m.  Baronet  to  show,  that  the  state 
of  outrages  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  crimes 
committed  there,  called  for  strong  mea- 
sures, and  also  that  this  Bill  would  hare 
the  tendeaoT  to  prarent  thm  Iw  ib»  fa- 
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tnre.  Tbia  wonld  be  the  oau  for  the  ri^t 
hon.  Baronet  to  ouke  out;  and  if  he  made 
oat  suoli  a  ease,  he  should  not  object  to 
the  first  readisg.  For  the  reasons,  hov- 
erer,  stated  bj  hia  hon.  Friend  the  Uem- 
ber  for  Drogheda,  he  felt  cooTinced  that 
more  useful  effects  would  be  likely  to  follow 
from  this  meaaure  if  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
venmient  bad  an  opportunity  of  producing 
■ome  remedial  measnrea  at  the  same  time 
with  it.  He  asked  for  no  measures  on  any 
Bubjeots,  save  those  which  the  ngbt  hon. 
Baronet  had  already  declared  his  intendoD 
of  introducing  to  the  Legislature.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  bad  already  declared 
hia  intention  of  introducing  measures  on 
the  subject  of  tbe  relation  between  land- 
lotd  and  tenant  in  Ireland— on  tbe  subject 
of  the  political   franobiae,    or  for  ^riog 

Sirsons  the  right  to  vote  for  Uembers  of 
arliament,  and  on  the  subject  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal Corporations.  He  did  not  wish  to 
l>e  undentood  as  desiring  to  limit  the 
questions  of  Irish  legislation  to  these  few 
topics.  ThOT  were  far  more  expansive . 
he  did  not  aak  the  Qovemment  at  present 
to  introduce  any  other  matters  before  Par- 
liament. But  when  they  were  dealing  widi 
those  awful  erimes,  of  wbicb  his  noble 
Friend  the  Member  for  Lynn  bad  given 
them  an  account,  and  which,  though  justi- 
fied in  some  particular  instances,  his  noble 
Friend  seemed  to  rt^ard  as  the  general 
■tate  of  Ireland,  he  tbought  they  were 
bound  to  consider  also  whether  there  were 
not  measures  that  might  be  introduced  that 
would  lessen  tbe  causes  of  these  crimes. 
And  when  bis  noble  Friend  entered  into 
the  statement  with  which  he  bad  instructed 
the  House,  he  begged  to  say,  in  reference 
to  the  newspaper  accounts  to  which  bis 
Boble  Friend  had  referred,  that  he  bad 
himself  read  a  newspaper  account  the  other 
day,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that  a  whole 
village,  containing  270  persons,  had  been 
raied  to  tbe  ground,  and  the  entire  of  that 
large  number  of  individuals  sent  adrift  on 
the  high  road,  to  sleep  under  the  hedges, 
without  even  being  permitted  the  privilege 
of  boiling  their  potatoes,  or  obt«ning 
shelter  among  the  walls  of  the  houses  from 
which  they  had  been  diapossessed.  That 
Btatement .  appeared  within  the  last  few 
days  in  a  DobUn  newspaper,  and  was  given 
by  a  gentleman,  the  reporter  of  that  news- 
paper, who  bad  written  tbe  account  from 
the  spot,  and  who  stated  that  the  circum- 
stances wew  known  generally  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. He  thought  it  would  be  for  the 
•droaUge  of  legislation  to  take  up  this  sub- 
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ject  altogether;  and  immediatdy  after  die 
questioa  of  the  Com  Bill  had  been  disposed 
of.  When  they  took  into  consideration  these 
crimes,  he  thought  tbey  should  at  tbe  some 
time  ask  themselves  whether  the  law  of 
landlord  and  tenant  in  Ireland  should  not 
be  improved;  at  tbe  same  time  that  the 
Executive  Government  was  armed  with 
powers  which  would  check  the  hands  of  the 
midnight  assassin.  With  these  feelings, 
therefore,  he  thought  there  would  be  a 
very  great  advantage — a  very  great  moral 
advantage — if  that  House  were  to  declare 
that,  while  they  were  the  enemies  of  out- 
rage—while they  were  determined  to  see 
the  law  enforced  against  the  murderer  and 
the  assassin,  that  they  at  tbe  same  time 
felt  a  determination  to  look  after  the  causes 
of  this  dreadful  state,  and  to  consider  whe- 
ther by  other  measures  accompanying  the 
present  measure  those  causes  might  be  in 
some  degree  removed,  and  the  foundation 
laid  for  ^ture  peace,  and  thus  that  these 
unconstitutional  Bills— for  unconstitutional 
and  harsh  they  wer&— might  hereafter  be 
dispensed  with. 

Sir  R.  PEBL  :  Sir,  the  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  made  a 
remark,  with  tbe  justice  of  which  I  concor, 
and  in  the  truth  of  which  I  entirely  agree 
—-namely,  that  in  determining  tbe  course 
of  this  Bill,  to  which  we  attach  tbe  great- 
est importance,  the  Government  are  in  a 
situation  of  peculiar  difficulty,  in  conse- 
qnence  of  their  present  position  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Sir,  for  whatever 
other  expressions  I  may  have  been  pre- 
pared in  reference  to  tbiB  question,  I  con- 
fess I  was  not  prepared  to  hear  a  doubt 
suggested  with  respect  to  our  sincerity  <m 
tbe  subject  of  tbe  Com  Bill.  Looking  at 
all  the  circumstances  which  attended  the 
introduction  of  that  measure — looking  at 
the  facts  connected  with  its  being  brought 
forward — looking  at  tbe  loss  of  frienda 
which  it  enttuled  upon  me — the  loss  of  the 
confidence  of  those  by  whom  we  were 
heretofore  supported— I  can  fairly  adduce 
these  facts  as  an  answer  to  the  insinuation 
of  want  of  sincerity  on  tbe  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment. There  is  an  event  in  connee- 
tioD  with  that  Bill  which  I,  for  one,  am  not 
prepared  to  give  in  evidence  of  my  since- 
rity. But,  Sir,  I  shall  not  condescend  to 
answer  such  a  charge— the  facts  answer 
for  themselves.     With  respect,  however, 

the  order  of  the  proceedings  in  tbe  pre- 
sent instance,  what  are  the  real  facts  of  the 
cose  !  I  did  certain^,  in  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  noble  Lord  the  other  ni^it. 
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Ikv  doim  the  coarse  which  I  proposed  to 
take  ID  reference  to  these  BiUs.  I  stated 
upon  that  oceasion,  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
*emment,  raj  anslety  to  pass  the  Com  BUI 
through  this  Hoase;  and  I  feel  all  that 
anxietjnow  as  mach  as  I  did  then.  I  said 
that  after  the  Com  Bill  should  have  been 
read  a  second  time— assniuing  that  the 
discussion  upon  it  would  take  place  on 
Friday  night — I  proposed  to  take  the  first 
reading  of  the  Irish  Assassination  Bill  on 
Monday  before  any  other  business;  and  I 
added,  that  if  the  decision  of  the  House 
should  be  farourable  to  its  introduction, 
I  would  then  resume  the  Com  Bill,  and 
proceed  with  it  as  rapidly  as  the  forms  of 
the  House  allowed,  permitting  no  Govem- 
tnent  business  of  any  kind  whatever  to  in- 
fere  with  its  further  progress.  That  was 
the  declaration  which  I  made  pnblicly,  in 
reply  to  the  question  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  to  that  declaration  I  now  adhere.  For 
we  feel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  country  to 
ask  for  a  decision  of  this  House,  at  this 
dme,  upon  the  Irish  Protection  of  Life 
Bill.  That  Bill  has  been  since  the  16th 
instant  waiting  for  admission.  There  is 
hardly  a  case  upon  record  in  which  a  Bill 
sent  down  from  the  House  of  Lords  has 
not  been  read  a  first  time  at  once.  But 
we  are  charged  with  precipitancy  in  the 
matter.  So  far,  however,  as  precipi- 
tancy in  regard  to  this  Bill  is  concerned 
—  a  Bill,  I  admit,  of  an  extraordinary 
and  unconstitutional  character  —  I  said, 
in  this  case,  the  precedent  shall  be  de- 
parted from,  and  such  a  delay  interposed 
as  its  nature  renders  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  a  due  previous  consideration. 
Was  that  an  indication  of  a  desire  on 
our  part  to  urge  on  the  discussion  of 
the  measure  ?  Was  that  precipitancy 
the  part  of  the  Government  \  But,  Sir 
we  should  now  consent  to  take  no  further 
steps  whatever  in  the  matter  for  the  pre- 
sent; if  my  right  hon.  Friend  be  not  al- 
lowed to  state,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, what  are  the  causes  which  ted  us  to 
propose  this  measure,  and  what  are  the 
precautions  which  we  propose  to  take 
against  outrage  and  assassination  in  Ire- 
land, what  will  be  the  inference  drawn 
from  such  delay  by  the  evil-disposed  in 
that  country  ?  What  will  be  the  conse- 
quences of  that  departure  from  the  course 
which  has  been  usually  pursued,  after  the 
House  of  Lords  has  passed  the  Bill,  which 
Her  Majesty  recommended  to  Parliamer 
in  Her  Speech  from  the  Throne  at  the 
Opening  of  the  Session— if  we  consent  to 


postpone  indefimtely  a  Bill  which  we  hare 
declared  absolutely  necessary,  without  mak- 
r  any  statement  respecting  tta  necessity 
the  House,  and  in  a  totsi  disregard  of 
the  common  courtesy  which  has  been  al- 
ways shown  to  a  measure  sent  down  from 
the  House  of  Lords.  Sir,  it  is  troe  that 
the  discussion  on  the  first  reading  of  this 
Bill  may  not,  as  it  has  been  suggested, 
lead  to  any  final  results;  but  this  it  will, 
all  events,  do — and  under  any  circum- 
stances—it will  establish  the  important 
fact  that  .the  House  of  Commons  is  not 
indifferent  to  that  result,  or  the  causes 
which  concurred  to  bring  it  about;  and 
likewise  show  the  country  at  large  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is  awake  to 
the  necessity  of  applying  a  remedy  to  the 
evils  which  exist  in  Ireland.  With  rentect 
to  the  observations  of  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  G.  Bcntinck)  respecting  the  sup- 
port his  Friends  may  give  us,  I  can  only 
say  that  the  noble  Lord  and  his  Friends 
are  as  free  to  act  as  they  choose  in  the 
matter.  They  are  underno  ohUgationto  give 
me  any  support  in  this  beyond  that  which 
honourable  men,  acting  under  a  conscien- 
tious sense  of  public  duty,  are  always  dis- 
posed to  give  a  Government.  Sir,  I  know 
that  a  Government  situated  as  we  are  with 
respect  to  our  usual  supporters,  are  exposed 
to  extraordinary  statements  and  imputa- 
tions upon  our  conduct  and  niotives,  and 
we  have  had  our  share  of  them.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  said,  for 
instance,  that  we  are  answerable  for 
every  murder  committed  in  Ireland;  while 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  it  has  been  ' 
stated  that  we  are  accountable  for  the  life 
of  every  one  who  dies  of  starvation  in  that 
country.  It  is  certainly  most  unfortunate 
that  the  present  Bill  interferes  with  the 
progress  of  the  other  measures  before  the 
House  for  securing  the  advantages  of  free 
trade  to  the  country  :  but  after  giving  all 
the  consideration  which  we  could  to  tb« 
subject ;  after  taking  into  account  the  in- 
ferences dedncible  from  the  facts  which  I 
have  stated,  we  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  we  should  best  consult  the  interests 
of  the  country,  and  most  effectually  dis- 
charge our  duty,  by  now  reading  this  Bill 
the  first  time,  and  then  proceeding,  with- 
out any  further  delay,  with  the  Com  Bill. 
Sir,  we  are  told  that  we  shall  meet  with 
every  kind  of  obstruction  in  our  progress 
with  these  measures,  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  delay.  Without  despising  the 
obserrations  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposed  to 
me,  I  do  conuder  diat  it  is  the  tmy  of  % 
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QorcnuMnt  to  disregard  menAceB  of  this 
kind.  It  ia  our  duty  to  propoie  those 
meuorea  which  we  deem  most  coadnciTe 
to  the  good  of  the  country  ;  and  haring 
done  that,  to  leave  it  to  the  deliberation  of 
the  Honse — to  the  Commons  of  England — 
to  dispose  of  them  aa  they  consider  the 
most  adTisable.  I  know  the  power  of  in- 
dividual Uemhera  to  cause  delay  if  they 
cbooee.     I  know  the  power  they  possess  to 

Kstpone  a  debate,  or  to  defeat  a  qoostion, 
movii^  continnouB  adjoamments  of  the 
Honse.  I  cannot  help  it.  But  this  I  know 
also,  that  it  does  not  release  Ministers  from 
their  reBponubility,  or  relieve  them  Arom 
the  neceeuty  of  tlking  that  course  which 
in  their  eonacience  they  esteem  the  moat 
advantageous  for  the  public  interest.  The 
eonrse  of  the  Qovernment  is  prescribed  by 
ftn  imperative  sense  of  public  duty ;  and  it 
would  be  nnwise  and  unmtrthy  to  waver  in 
it  for  a  single  moment,  or  permit  such 
threats  or  such  proceedings  to  have  the 
effect  of  influencing  its  proceedings.  On 
this  point.  Her  Uajesty's  Ministers,  though 
deeply  regretting  the  delay  which  must 
unavoidably  occur  with  the  Com  Bill,  still 
feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  ask  the  House  to 
assent  to  the  introduction  of  the  Irish  Bill. 
But  we  are  told,  if  we  do  this  we  shall 
be  met  with  tU  that  delay  which  the  fonns 
of  the  House  will  permit.  I  deeply  regret 
such  a  determination  ;  and  permit  me  to 
say  I  think  it  i»  hardly  a  proper  way  of 
meeting  the  subject.  Such  a  course  is  not 
the  best  way  of  upholding  the  authority  or 
of  maintaining  Uie  respect  due  to  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature  which  contains 
within  itself  most  of  the  democratic  or  po- 
pular princqile.  I  do  hope  that  the  incon- 
venient course  I  have  adverted  to,  will  not 
be  persevered  in.  It  b  not  becoming  or 
fitting  the  importance  of  the  subject  to  re- 
fuse to  hear  us.  After  yon  hare  heard  us 
you  can  make  what  Motion  you  please  ; 
bnt  surely  we  have  a  right  to  ask  that  the 
statement  we  have  to  make  shall  be  first 
laid  before  the  House.  I  do  net  say,  by 
the  course  you  say  you  will  adopt,  that 
yon  entirely  debar  us  ft^nn  the  opportunity 
of  making  our  statement ;  but  I  do  say, 
by  Motions  of  this  kind — Motions  of  a 
technical  or  frivolous  character — ["  No, 
no!"} — I  withdraw  the  expression ;  nothing 
is  fiuther  from  my  wish  than  to  use  a 
word  that  will  call  up  angry  feeling. 
I  recall — I  withdraw  any  expression  that 
nuaj  tend  to  give  offence;  but  when  we 
■re  chaived  with  trampling  on  the  forms 
«f  the  Ibuse,  I  am  boimd  to  say  we  caanot 
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under  present  circumstances  take  the 
ordinary  course — we  must  waive  the  less 
pressing  business  to  have  an  o^ortn- 
nity  of  bringing  this  Bill  before  the  House. 
TbiB  course  has  over  and  over  again  been 

Eractised;  other  Bills  on  other  occasions 
are  had  precedence,  and  all  we  now  ask 
the  House  is  to  postpone  the  other  Orders 
of  the  Day.  Believing  that  we  are  taking 
the  fairest  path  for  all  parties,  and  that 
my  hon.  Friend  has  a  right  to  make  the 
statement  he  is  prepared  to  make,  I  hope 
the  hon.  Member  will  allow  us  to  proceed. 
Lord  G.  BENTINCK  said,  as  he  fdt 
that  he  had  been  misunderstood  by  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  rij^t  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
Peel],  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  state 
distinctly  what  he  did  say  to  the  House. 
It  was,  that  Government  would  be  respon- 
sible for  every  murder  committed  in  Ire- 
land if  onj  unnecessary  delay  was  prac- 
tised on  their  part  in  paaslng  a  measure 
which  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  intro-  t 
duced,  as  they  said,  for  the  better  protec- 
tion of  life  in  Ireland. 

Sia  R.  H.  INGLIS  considered  that  the 
last  sentence  of  the  noble  Lord's  (Lord  J. 
Ruasell)  speech  furnished  sufficient  ma- 
terials for  the  vote  he  was  prepared  to 
give.  The  noble  Lord  sud,  after  the  de- 
clarations which  bad  been  made  vrith  r^ 
spect  to  the  outrages  on  life  and  property 
in  Ireland,  he  was  willing  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  remedial  measures  j  hut 
then  the  question  arose  did  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers'  measure  go  too  ixr,  or  was  this 
measure  brought  in  too  soon  ?  The  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  had  said,  not 
that  the  measure  went  too  far,  or  that  it 
was  brought  in  with  too  much  precipito- 
tion,  hut  that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  bad 
neglected  their  duty  m  not  bringing  for- 
ward the  measure  months  ago.  He  would 
ask,  was  the  evil  compluned  of  of  recent 
date  ?  Had  there  not  been  found  for  some 
time  past  in  the  records  of  crime  in  Ireland 
sufficient  grounds  for  the  introduction  of  ft 
measure  even  of  a  more  stringent  character 
than  the  Bill  now  proposed  before  tlie 
House  ?  The  object  of  beginning  with  this 
measure  was  in  order  to  ^ve  mtnal  sup- 
port to  the  means  for  maintaining  peace  and 
order  in  Ireland  ;  and  posubly,  if  the 
otiier  Orders  of  the  Day,  perhaps  referring 
to  matters  of  trifling  importance,  were 
te  be  taken  before  this  meosnre,  it  might 
be  misconstrued  into  on  Indlfierence  to- 
wards the  suppresuon  o{  crime  and  the 
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]kj,  u  &r  aa  the  interesU  of  tho  agrienl- 
tniiats  irere  wiaeerned,  he  wu  deuroiu  of 
fteeing  the  qneition  settled.  It  bad  bean 
aaid  if  the  Hoiue  did  ngt  immedi&tel;  paw 
the  Irish  FrotecUon  Bill,  that  it  wonld 
show  indifference  to  the  continuance  of 
crime;  bnt  if  the  first  reading  wa«  takeo 
OS  now  desired,  uid  nothing  further  done, 
would  it  not  be  construed  into  an  indica< 
tion  that  the  question  was  looked  on  a«  a 
piece  of  etiquette,  and  that  the  BiU  waa 
not  viewed  with  that  importance  it  me- 
rited f  On  the  present  occasion  he  should 
vote  difTerentlj  from  those  with  whom  he 
had  TOted  on  tlie  Com  BiU :  be  did  so  fnaa 
a  HtroDg  feeling  tiiat  it  was  their  duty  to- 
wards the  agricultmigtB,  as  it  was  also  ad> 
vantageous  towards  the  trading  intereita 
of  the  country,  that  there  should  be  no 
further  delay  in  settling  this  mneh-agitaled 

Colonel  BAWD  ON  remarked,  that  in 
one  portion  of  bis  address  the  noUe  Lord 
the  Member  for  Lynn  Lad  somewhat  de> 
parted  from  the  modesty  of  bis  proposi- 
tions, by  making  use  of  an  expression 
which, '  in  Parliamentatr  language,  he 
would  describe  as  an  audacious  one.  He 
coQBidered  that  all  the  Irish  Members  bad 
a  right  to  speak  on  this  question;  and  he 
utterly  disclaimed  the  imputation  tiiat  they 
wished  to  speak  for  purposes  of  dday,  or 
that  they  were  not  deairous  of  putting  an 
end  to  those  murders  that  occasiooallj 
took  place  in  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord 
was,  howerer,  a  good  tactician,  for  he  had 
been  enabled  to  make  two  siieecheB  already 
on  the  question.  He  would  not  follow  the 
same  course,  and  he  would  advise  those 
friends  to  Ireland  who  were  anxious  to 
speak  not  to  expend  their  amtnnnition 
now,  bnt  to  reserve  it  for  the  fitting  time. 
All  he  wished  now  to  state  was,  that  be  was 
there  to  give  food  to  the  Irish  people,  and 
not  to  inflict  Coercion  Bills  on  them.  The 
Irish  Members  had  been  roused  by  a 
speech  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
The  other  side  hod  been  out  of  order.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  had  ased 
the  name  of  a  Peer,  and  be  was  entitled  to 
do  the  same.  The  Duke  of  Wellington 
had  made  a  speech  which  he — [The 
Speaxeh  called  the  hon.  and  gallant  M^- 
ber  to  order.]  He  hod  heard  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Lynn  make  nse  of  the 
name  of  a  noble  Lord,  and  he  concaved  he 
should  be  in  order  if  he  also  named  a  Peer. 
["No!"]  Why  did  those  Members  call 
"  no,"  and  omit  to  do  the  same  when  tha 
n^il«  I<aid  ipoke  t  If  it  wm  aUnred  am 


protection  of  life  and  pn^ierty  m  Ireland. 
He  was  greatly  indebted  to  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Lynn  for  the  conclusive 
grounds  he  had  urged  for  the  adoption  of 
the  proposition  of  Her  Majesty's  Oo- 
Temment.  He  believed — to  use  words 
which  had  been  used  in  another  place — 
that  every  day  lost  to  a  measure  intended 
to  produce  greater  security  to  life  and 
iRtiperty  in  Ireland,  involved  a  responsi- 
bility to  which  he  should  be  sorry  to  see 
his  friends  exposed.  And  when  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  declared  they  would 
not  support  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  in  a 
measure  which  they  believed  was  hostile 
to  the  interests  and  alien  to  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  he,  for  one,  declared 
he  was  resolved  to  support  no  Government 
that  would  not  take  immediate  and  effectaal 
measures  to  protect  life  and  property  in 
Ireland.  His  compliunt  against  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  was,  that  they  bad 
not  acted  with  a  due  degree  of  energy  in 
hringing  forward  some  such  measure  be- 
fore. 

Lord  WORSLET  begged,  considering 
the  position  in  which  he  was  placed,  to  be 
allowed  to  explain  the  ground  on  which  ho 
proposed  to  give  his  vote,  otherwise  it 
nught  be  construed  into  a  factions  rote 
against  the  Government,  than  which  no- 
thing could  be  farther  from  his  views. 
He  asked  the  House  to  recollect  the  con- 
dition in  which  the  agriculturists  had  been 
placed  since  November.  They  had  been 
m  a  state  of  great  uncertainty.  In  No- 
vember last  the  farmers  expected  the  ports 
would  be  opened,  and  that  a  great  altera- 
tion in  the  Com  trade  would  occur.  Ever 
unce  that  period  there  had  been  groat  dis- 
may and  uncertainty  in  the  com  trade. 
The  sales  that  took  place  were  only  what 
might  be  called  to  provide  a  supply  from 
hand  to  mouth;  and  as  this  uncertainty  un- 
qDestionably  existed,  be  was  only  takmg 
Uiat  course  which,  conversant  as  he  was 
with  the  feelinga  of  the  farmers,  and  act- 
ing up  to  the  feelings  of  bis  constituents, 
he  waa  satisfied  waa  the  moat  expedient. 
He  was  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  fur- 
ther delay  on  the  Cora  Bill.  He  might 
■ay  he  should  now  be  glad  if  no  further 
opposition  took  place  to  the  Bill;  for  after 
the  decided  majorities  on  two  occasions,  be 
felt  he  should  not  be  justified  in  resisting 
the  third  reading  of  the  BiU.  If  another 
^vision  took  place,  he  ahould  record  his 
Tote  against  the  BiU,  as  he  had  already 
done;  but  on  account  of  the  strong  feeling 
Tduchha  eatertaincd  gf  iha  impolKj  of  dft- 
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Om  tide  it  onght  to  be  kllowedtm  tile  other. 
The  Dnke  of  Wellin^a  nude  a  ipeech  in 
another  House. 

The  SPEAKER;  The  hen.  and  gallant 
Member  is  out  of  order  in  allodiag  to  anj 
debate  in  the  other  House.  The  noUe 
Lord  did  not  allude  to  anj  debate  that  had 
occurred  in  another  plaoe. 

CoLoHEL  RAWDON  would  not  allude  to 
anj  debate  whatever.  He  would  only  aaj 
that  tiie  Duke  of  Wellington  had  referred 
to  some  of  the  Articles  of  the  Union,  and 
had  placed  an  interpretation  on  them  which 
no  Irish  Member  on  this  side  of  the  House 
eould  approTc  of.     AVhen  a  Bill  like  the 

E resent  tneaaure,  which  so  trenched  on  the 
berty  of  the  subject  as  this  did,  came  be- 
fore the  House,  he  felt  it  to  be  bis  dutj  to 
take  all  the  steps  the  forms  of  the  House 
permitted  to  oppose  its  progress. 

Mb.  J.  0'COSSEhL~[who  on  rising 
was  met  by  cries  of  "  Diride!") — said, 
that  it  would  be  most  conducive  to  the 
convenience  of  the  House  if  thej  listened 
to  what  he  had  to  shj,  for  that  interrup- 
tions such  as  he  had  met  with  on  rising 
would  afford  a  strong  reason  for  moving 
snecessive  adjournments.  He  confessed 
that  be  wished  to  hear  from  the  Treasury 
bench  some  answer  to  the  extraordinary 
representations  made  on  that  side  of  the 
House.  He  had  seen  Irish  Member  after 
Irish  Member,  having  the  esteem  and  af- 
feotion  of  their  countrymen,  get  up  and 
make  strong  representations  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  unfumeas,  on  the  unprece- 
dented course,  and  even  the  insolence  of 
bringing  forward  this  measure  to-night. 
No  answer  had  been  given  to  those  atste- 
ments.  The  bon.  Oentlemen  on  the  Trea- 
sury bench  had  sat  still ;  for  what  reason 
he  did  not  know  ;  or  rather  he  did.  The 
people  of  Ireland  knew,  and  had  long 
known,  with  what  feelings  and  sentiments 
their  Irish  Representatives  were  regarded 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The  right 
bon.  the  Home  Secretary  hod  deprecated 
the  opposition  which  the  Irish  Members 
were  prepared  to  give  this  Bill,  in  all  its 
stages,  and  by  every  means,  and  by  the 
use  of  every  form,  until  the  House  chose 
to  trample  on  its  own  forms,  as  they  would 
trample  on  the  liberties  of  Ireland,  if  they 
passed  this  Bill;  and  the  right  boo.  Secre- 
tary proceeded  to  apeak  of  their  opposi- 
tion as  the  opposition  of  a  small  party.  He 
trusted  that  the  people  of  Ireland  would 
hear  of  that  expression.  The  Irish  Mem- 
bers in  that  House  were  a  small  party,  no 
doubt.     The  IiiUi  fwpio  bad  long  been 


complaining  of  that  as  one  of  their  chl^ 
grievances,  ever  since  the  Union  was  car- 
ried agtunst  their  wishes.  In  1834,  when 
the  Irish  Members,  a  small  party  then, 
came  forward  to  state  the  opinions  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  to  represent  that 
they  wanted  to  have  their  own  Parliament! 
the  Commons  of  England  met  their  argu- 
ments with  derision,  and  their  Motion  wilJi 
a  negative ;  but  the  House  of  Commona 
added  to  that  negative  a  solemn  promise 
that,  short  of  a  Repeal  of  the  Union,  they 
would  ^ve  the  Irish  people  all  consti- 
tutionsl  rights.  That  promise  was  repeat- 
ed by  the  House  of  Lords  and  by  the 
Throne ;  but  it  had  been  foully  broken. 
Had  that  promise  been  kept,  the  Repeal 
agitation  (which  had  now  risen  to  such  a 
height,  and  which,  by  fair  means  and  fool, 
they  had  tried  to  put  down,  but  which 
would  still  effect  its  glorious  object)  would 
have  been  rendered  comparatively  weak, 
instead  of  being,  as  it  now  was,  strong. 
Those  who  turned  out  of  office  men  that 
endeavoured  to  bo  fHeuds  to  Ireland,  de- 
feated or  mutilated  every  beneficial  mea- 
sure promised  by  the  three  branches  of  the 
Legislature  twelve  years  ago,  and  now 
came  forward  to  taunt  the  Irish  Members 
with  being  "  a  small  party."  They  were 
a  small  party,  but  they  hod  8,000,000  of 
Irish  hearts  at  their  back.  Let  these  not 
be  despised.  There  had  been  no  answer 
given  from  the  Treasury  bench  to  any 
Irish  Member.  The  bon.  Member  below 
him  (Sir  W.  Somervillo)  bad  been  passed 
over;  and  the  only  answer  drawn  from  the 
Government  bad  been  to  an  English  Mem- 
ber (Lord  G.  Bentinck),  who  was,  indeed, 
a  leader  of  a  "  small  party,"  who  almost 
spoke  as  if  be  wore  Minister  already,  and 
misgoverning  Irelsnd,  but  whose  party  must 
become  still  less,  for  it  was  a  party  that 
was  opposing  the  first  and  commonest  dic- 
tate of  humanity — ^to  give  cheap  bread  to 
the  poor  man.  The  right  hon.  Baronet, 
indeed,  told  hon.  Members  not  to  allow 
their  conduct  to  have  the  appearance  of 
sanctioning  crime;  but  with  the  same 
energy  with  which  that  imputation  was 
put  forth,  did  he  throw  it  back  on  the 
party  of  the  right  bon.  Baronet.  That 
party  was  sanctioning  crime ;  that  party 
was  guilty  of  cHme,  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  (SirR.  Peel)  had  complained  that 
two  inconsistent  chains  were  brought 
against  him  ;  but  the  charges  were  not 
inconsistent ;  he  was  guilty  of  both.  As 
to  that  of  starving  the  people,  was  he  not 
ginug  proof  of  ita  tru^  is.  iss^^A^a^t,  '>^» 
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Corn  Bill  \)j  forcing  on  tbia  disciuaion, 
useless  on  his  part,  so  nnavoidable  on  that 
of  the  Irish  Hembers  ?  And  wu  he  not 
liable  to  the  other  charge?  He  had  to 
accuse  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  hii 
pwty  of  being  accoBsarj  to  the  crimes  of 
the  peasantry  of  Ireland.  Two  year 
when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  isened  the 
Devon  Commission,  some  of  the  Irish 
Uembers  came  over  and  said,  "  For  Hea- 
ven's sake,  for  humanity's  sake,  for  Chris- 
tiauity's  sake,  take  care  what  you  are 
doing ;  you  are  raising  the  most  extrava- 
gant hopes  in  a  people  driven  almost  to 
madness  hy  long  suffering  and  misery, 
such  as  no  other  people  on  the  face  of  the 
globe  would  have  borne  without  having  re- 
course to  insane  and  criminal,  hut  perhape 
successful,  measures ;  do  not  issue  the 
Commission  unless  you  are  prepared  to 
act  instantly  upon  its  report,  for  you  will 
disappoint  in  the  breasts  of  desperate  men 
the  wild  hopes  which  their  wretchedness 
causes  them  to  conceive."  That  Commis- 
sion made  representations  that  ought  to 
have  hod  their  effect ;  but  what  hod  been 
done  ?  Why,  a  Bill  was  produced  last 
year  which  would  have  been  ludicrous, 
the  subject  were  not  too  serious.  If  tbi 
was  any  intention  to  throw  upon  the  Irish 
Members  the  imputation  of  giving  the 
slightest  encouragement  to  crime,  he  turned 
it  upon  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  told 
him,  chat  he  and  those  who  acted  with  him 
were  deep  dyed  in  guilt  on  that 
that  they  had  hod  warning  and  neglected 
it,  and  they  alone  were  to  blame.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  used  some  strong 
eipreasions  that  night ;  as  he  had  n '  ' 
drawn  them,  his  apology  should  be 
cepted;  but  it  was  to  be  hoped  there  would 
he  no  recurrence  of  such  language.  He, 
however,  had  an  objection  of  his  own  to 
take  to  this  Bill — there  was  injustice  in 
its  title.  When  he  put  a  notice  of  Motion 
on  paper,  giving  what  he  conceived  to  he 
its  proper  designation  to  a  deputation  of 
persons,  he  would  not  call  them  gentle- 
men, because  he  thought  they  were  not 
deserving  of  the  name  of  men,  who  prayed 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  oblige  them  by 
shedding  the  blood  of  a  man  (Bryan  Soery) 
whom  his  countrymen  believed  to  be  inno- 
cent, he  being  then  most  kindly  remon- 
•trated  with  in  a  quarter  where  he  had 
always  received  great  courtesy,  consented 
to  the  erasure  of  a  phrase  objected  to  as 
pledj^ng  the  House  to  an  expression  of 
opinion  on  a  subject  not  as  yet  diacuased; 
hut  tbi«  Bill  did  that  very  thing  bj  its 


falae  and  calumnioua  title.  It  pretended 
to  be  a  But  "  for  the  better  protection  of 
life  and  property  in  Ireland;"  but  it  was 
an  invauon  of  moperty,  and  it  would  in- 
crease crime.  There  was  also  a  direct 
case  in  point  in  the  instance  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stroud  (Mr.  P.  Scrope),  to 
whose  Motion  for  the  better  protection  of 
life  by  giving  outdoor  relief,  the  right  hon. 
the  Home  Secretary  objected,  that  witH 
snch  phraseology  it  ought  not  to  be  enter- 
tained. The  Irish  Members  would  offer 
to  the  present  moat  inefficient  Bill  every 
opposition  to  the  very  last  moment ;  if  it 
were  "factious"  to  defend  a  portion  of 
the  few  remaining  rights  enjoyed  by  the 
people  of  Ireland,  he  (Mr.  John  0  Con- 
uell)  should  be  proud  to  have  the  epithet 
applied  to  him,  in  resisting  this  most  wan- 
ton, useless,  and  tyrannous  oppression. 
Tbey  were  not  seeking  to  defeat  the  Com 
Bill ;  tbey  were  as  anxious  as  any  hon. 
Gentlemen  for  the  auccess  of  that  !^11, 
though  the  charge  had  been  trumped  np 
against  them  in  some  protection  quarters, 
that  the  Repealers  considered  the  Com  Law 
an  advantage  given  by  the  Union  to  Ire- 
land. If  it  were,  they  would  not  support  an 
advantage  purchased  at  the  price  of  the 
misery  and  privations  of  another  people  ; 
but  there  was  no  advantage  in  what  was 
strangely  called  the  Irish  monopoly  of  the 
English  market.  One  reason  why  he  wiabed 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Law  was,  that 
it  would  remove  the  difficulty  of  commer- 
cial arrangement  between  the  two  coun- 
tries when  the  Union  came  to  he  repealed. 
[A  lavah.\  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  0. 
Bentinck)  laughed;  he  would  have  laughed 
OS  much  three  years  ago  at  the  prophecy 
of  what  was  happening  now.  A  few  words 
to  that  future  Minister.  He  had  spoken 
of  a  murder  of  which  the  Irish  Members 
had  not  heard  before  ;  and  the  right  hon. 
the  Home  Secretary  had  not  produced  the 
returns  ordered,  though  he  promised  them 
before  this  Bill  was  moved;  and  there  would 
be  so  much  the  less  means  of  answering 
the  made  np  and  garbled  statement  from 
the  officials  in  Ireland,  which  would  pre- 
sently be  made  by  the  Government.  But 
did  that  noble  Lord  say  a  word  about  a 
Coercion  Bill  for  South  Wales,  when  an 
unfortunate  woman  was  murdered  in  the 
Rebecca  riots,  and  the  country  was  in  the 
possession  of  a  lawless  and  violent  mob  ? 
Why  did  be  seek  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
hon.  Members  by  bringing  forward  this 
isolated  case,  when  there  were  no  means 
of  meeting  it  «u  the  instant  ?    Were  the 
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noble  Lord  and  hia  fellonm  to  talk  of  liigli 
honour  and  chivalry,  while  they  were  keep- 
ing ap  an  odious  tax  on  the  poor  man  b 
bread,  enabling  the  landed  aristocracy  to 
remain  the  grudging  shopkeepers  of  com ; 
snd  while  they  stood  forward  ready  to 
pledge  themselves,  without  even  hearing 
the  case,  to  cleave  down  the  last  remain- 
ing portion  of  a  people's  liberties  ?  The 
eiuvaliy  that  would  take  two  such  oppositi 
Hoes  of  conduct,  was  not  a  chival^  tha 
would  reflect  honour  on  any  country.  The 
proposed  measure  was  insulting  to  Ireland, 
aai  as  unconstitutional  as  it  was  unneces- 
sarily exasperating  in  its  character.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  ought  to  take 
the  good  advice  which  had  been  given  him, 
and  avail  himself  of  the  present  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  in  his  remedial  measures, 
to  show  that  he  was  in  earnest  in  his  de- 
sire to  benefit  Ireland.  But  if  the  right 
ban.  Baronet  would  not  do  that— if  he 
would  have  coercion — if  he  would  proceed 
against  tiie  wishes  and  remonstrances  of 
the  Irish  people,  then  let  the  consequences 
be  as  they  might,  and  must  be,  upon  him 
and  him  alone,  not  only  as  regarded  his 
Com  Bill,  but  as  to  the  connexion  between 
tlie  two  countries. 

Hr.  COBDEN  had  not  exactly  under- 
■tood  a  remark  whioh  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  an  early  part  of  the 
evening,  as  to  the  course  which  was  to  be 
pursued  with  regard  to  the  Irish  Bill.  Did 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  mean  that  the  state- 
ment, and  only  the  statement,  was  to  be 
made  that  evening  by  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment; or  did  he  intend  to  state  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  press  for  a  division  upon 
the  Motion  ? 

Sin  B.  PEGL  said,  that  in  the  remark 
which  he  had  made,  he  had  by  no  means 
intended  to  imply  that  he  wished  only  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  should  make  the 
■tatement ;  but  having  done  that,  it  was 
for  the  House  to  determine  in  what  man- 
ner to  deal  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  COBDEN  sud,  he  conld  not  help 
then  expressing  Ms  sincere  regret  at  the 
course  which  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
taken,  for  he  regarded  it  as  likely  tA  inflict 
a  great  calamity  both  on  England  and  Ire- 
land. Though  that  coercion  measure  was 
introduced  as  one  which  would  be  likely  to 
eoatribute  to  the  peaceof  Ireland,  theymust 
recollect  that  those  who  represented  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  Ireland  in  that 
House,  and  who  led  pubUc  opinion  in  that 
cottntij,  were  decidedly  oppmed  to  it.  But 
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whilst  ^t  was  the  case  with  regard  to 
that  Bill,  on  the  subject  of  com,  which 
was  to  give  food  to  the  people,  there  was 
no  difference  of  opinion  ;  for  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  who  might  be  said  to  re- 
present Ireland,  had  come  over  to  London 
on  purpose,  if  he  (Mr.  Cobdeu]  had  under- 
stood him  rightly,  to  aid  Ministers  in  car- 
rying a  measure  which  vae  to  give  food  to 
the  people.  The  Com  Bill,  therefore, 
not  a  chival^  that .  .ahonld  take  precedence  of  the  Coercion 
~'  Bill,'  iuasmuoi  as  it  would  tend  to  pacify 
the  people  of  Ireland,  by  supplying  them 
with  food.  What,  however,  would  be  the 
delay  to  the  Com  Bill  which  would  be  in- 
curred by  proceeding  with  the  Coercion 
Bill  ?  They  would  go  into  that  discussion 
that  night.  The  hon.  Member  for  Lime- 
rick had  told  them  that  the  Irish  Members 
were  prepared  to  oppose  it  for  three  nights. 
That  was  a  Government  night,  Friday 
would  be  another  Government  night,  and 
Monday  another.  Those  three  nights 
would  be  absorbed  in  discussing  that  mea- 
sure, and  they  could  not  depend  on  private 
Members  withdrawing  their  Motions  on  pri- 
vate nights  to  make  way  for  the  Coercion 
Bill.  They  might  have  to-morrow  and  the 
following  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  if  they 
liked,  upon  the  Cora  Bill,  because  private 
Members  would  give  up  their  private  No- 
tices to  accommodate  the  Government  on  a 
subject  on  which  they  were  so  generally 
agreed.  But  by  proceeding  with  the  Co- 
ercion Bill  at  that  time,  they  prevented  the 
possibility  of  taking  another  step  in  the 
Com  Bill  before  Easter;  and  the  conse- 
quence would  be,  as  had  already  been  ob- 
served, that  those  hon.  Gentlemea  on  the 
protectionist  benches  would  return  to  that 
House,  trusting  that  hon.  Members  bad 
forgotten  all  Uicir  bod  arguments,  and 
would  repeat  the  same  things  over  again. 
In  all  human  probability,  then,  the  Corn 
BiU  would  not  enter  the  House  of  Lords 
before  the  beginning  or  middle  of  May  ; 
and  when  it  would  come  out  again,  Heaven 
only  knew  !  He  certainly  regarded  it  as 
a  great  calamity.  He  was  not  going  to 
impute  motives  to  the  Government ;  but 
something  had  actuated  them  which  he 
could  not  understand.  There  were  reasons, 
he  was  sure,  which  they  had  not  had  ex- 
plained in  that  House,  because  in  his  opin- 
ion no  sufficient  reasons  hod  been  stated  in 
that  House  to  warrant  the  Government  in 
the  course  which  they  had  pursued.  At 
the  same  time  he  altogether  repudiated  the 
idea  that  there  had  been  a  base  compoot 
between   the   Government  and  the  han. 
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Hi*  Day. 


Gentlemen  opposite.  The  conTen&Uon 
which  had  been  retailed  and  published  in 
that  day's  paper,  ought  not  to  have  been 
published,  had  it  even  occurred  ;  but  he 
did  not  hchere  that  any  such  compact  as 
was  referred  to  had  been  entered  into.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  however,  had  heen  ac- 
tuated by  decisions  which  took  place  in  the 
Cabiuet  four  or  live  days  ago,  before  he 
knew  what  course  the  Irish  Members  pro- 
posed to  take  ;  but  even  if  the  right  hon. 
BaroDct  persisted  in  pressing  the  Coercion 
Bill,  when  ho  knew  the  course  which  the 
Irish  Members  intended  to  adopt,  he  (Mi 
Cobdcn)  should  certainly  blame  him  for 
the  eonscijuencea.  But  when  he  said  that, 
he  would  repeat  his  belief  in  the  right 
hon.  Baronet's  sincere  desire  to  pass  the 
Com  Bill  ;  and  ho  rejoiced,  and  the 
country  would  rejoice,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  declared  that  nothing 
should  prevent  him  proving  his  sincerity  of 
resisting  any  curtailment  or  mutilation  of 
that  measure.  He  had  a  perfect  hehef  in 
the  sincerity  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet ;  hut 
he  regretted  the  course  which  he  had 
tcrmincd  to  pursue.  There  were  petitions 
from  the  manufacturing  districts  erery  day 

C-aying  that  there  might  be  no  further  de- 
y  in  passing  the  Com  Bill.  The  agricul- 
toral  classes  were  almost  equally  anxious 
for  a  settlement :  though  they  might  not 
Ttisb  it  eiactly  in  his  way,  yet  aU  concurred 
in  deprecating  uncertainty  and  delay;  and 
under  those  circumstances  he  should  regret 
having  to  vote  against  the  Government 
upon  tlie  Motion  before  the  House. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Question,  that 
the  wards  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question  : — Ayes,  147  ;  Noes, 
108  :  Majority,  39. 

Lkt  of  the  Axes. 
AoUnd,  T.  D.  BolOero,  B.  G. 

A' Court,  Capt. 
Adderle;.  (^-  B. 
AAuthnott.  boo.  11. 
Btillie,  Col. 
Bullic,  W. 
Baird,  W. 
Baldwin,  B. 
Bukei.  G. 
Barklj,  H. 
Baring,  rt.  Im.  W.  B. 
Bukenillii,  T.  B.  M. 
Btekett,  W. 


BcDtinck.  Lord  G. 
Bentinok.  Lonl  H. 
Beretford,  M^. 
BlackbuTDe,  J.  I. 
BUckatooe,  W.  S. 
Bodkin,  W.H. 


Bortbwick,  F. 
Botfleld,  B. 
Bairles.  Adm. 
Bramston,  T.  T. 
BroBdlpy,  II. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
Buckler,  ^' 
BulUr,  Sir  J.  T, 
Csrdwell,  E. 
C«rew,  W.  H.  P. 
CvDegip.  hon.  Capt. 
Chel«ea.  Vi«ct. 
Chuic,  W.  L.  W. 
Clerk,  rt.  bon.  Sir  G. 
Clive,  Viwt. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Corkbura,  rt.  hn.  Sir  O. 
CoUett,  W.  R. 
Coiqubooo,  J.  C. 
Coot«,  Sir  C.  H. 


Copeland,  Aid. 
Corrj,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Cripps,  W. 
Dsviea,  D.  A.  S. 
Deedes,  W. 
Deniaon,  E.  B. 
Dick,  Q. 
Dickinton,  F.  H. 
DougUa,  Sir  II. 
Douglaa.  Sir  C.  E. 
Douro,  MarqnCBi  of 
Drunuoond.  H.  H. 
DuQcaoDOD.  Visct. 
Egerton.  W.  T. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
Fitiroy,  hoD.  H. 
Flower,  Sir  J. 
Fiojrer,  J. 
Foi,  S.  L. 
Frewen.  C.  H. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
GaakeU,  J.  Hiloei 
Gordon,  hon.  Ckpt. 
Gor«,  M. 

Goulbum,  rt.  bon.  H. 
Gnbam,  rt.  bon.  Sir  J 
Greene,  T. 
Grogsn,  E. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Harcourt,  G.  G. 
ila.;cs.  Sir  E. 
Uealhcote,  Sir  W. 
HenlBj,  J,  W. 
Herbert,  rt.  hon.  8. 
Hcrvcy.  Lord  A. 
llodgaon.  R. 

Hogg,  J.  yr. 

Hopel  G,  ff. 

UudKIQ,  G. 

Ingeitre,  Viwt. 
IngUa,  Sir  R.  H. 
Jamea,  Sir  TT.  C, 
JenD^n,  Earl 
Joceljn,  Viwit. 
Jobnatoae,  H. 
Jollifle,  Sir  W.  G.  H. 
Jonea,  Capt. 
Kelly,  Sir  F. 
Kcmble.  11. 
Kirk, P. 

LaMKllei,  ban.  W.  S. 
L^b.  G.  C. 
LjgoD,  hon.  Gmi- 


Maekentie,  T. 
Hulau,  D. 
McGeaehf,  F.  A. 
M'Neill,  D. 
Mabon,  Viaet. 
Maxwell,  han.  J,  P. 
Mc}WtU,  Capt. 
Milnes,  R.  M 
Morgan,  0. 
Mund]',  E.  M. 
NeviUe.  R. 
Newdegate,  C.  K. 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Palmer,  R. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
I-olhiU,  F. 
RaBbleigb,  W. 
Rcid,  Col. 
Rcpton,  G.  W.  J. 
Round,  0.  G. 
Round,  J. 
Ruaaell,  J.  B.  W. 
Sejmcr,  H.  K. 
Shaw,  rt.  boD.  F. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Sbirler.  E.  J. 
Smythe,  bon.  G. 
Somemet,  Lord  G. 
Sotheron,  T.  H.  S. 
Spooner,  R. 
SUnton,  W.  H. 
Stuart.  J. 
Tajlor,  E. 
Theaiger,  Sir  F. 
ThompdOD,  Aid. 
Tomline,  G. 
TreUwnj,  J.  S. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trotter,  J. 
Vjw;  R.  H.  R.  H. 
■Wall,  C.  B. 
Walpole.  S.  II. 
Walah,  Sir  J.  B. 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Worceater,  Marquess  o; 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Torke,  hon.  E.  T. 
Yortur,  U.  R. 


LiaofAe^oBs. 


lal,  R, 
Blewitt,  R.  J. 
Bowring.  Dr. 
Bridgeman,  Q. 
Bright,  J. 
Brotbnton,  J. 
Browna,  R.  D. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Boiler,  C. 
Bwfeild,V. 


Carew,  bon.  R.  S. 
Cbapman,  B. 
ChnMia,  W.  D. 
Cobdes,  R. 
Colebrooka,  Sir  T.  E. 
CoUeU,  J. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Crsig,  W.  G. 
Curteia,  H.  B. 
Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
D'Eyncourt.rt.hn.  C.  T. 
Duncan,  Vitct. 
Duncan,  G. 
Dundaa,  Adm. 
Ebrington,  Viiet. 
El^dutODe  H.I 
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EM0tt,B. 

O'Ooimdl.J. 

Eniiimd<i.SirT. 

O'Conor  Otm 

Etw^,Il. 

Oshorne,  B. 

Ferg»wn.  CoL 
THtgertii.  R.  A. 

Fuet.  Col. 
pSip.,  G.  R. 

Fonter.M. 
GibMB,  T.  M. 

f=T:'^- 

G0N,hMI.  E. 

Power,  J. 

Grtttm,  H. 

Protlieroe,  E. 

Grej.  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 

Bawdon,  CoL 

B>ll.SirB. 

Rou.  D.  R. 

BftttoB.  Oapt.  V. 

RiuM^,  Lord  J. 

fi...^B. 

Rdtbertiird,  A. 

BUI.  Lord  U. 

Serope,  G.  P. 
Smiti,  rt.  hoo.  R.  V. 

Horem>ut.E. 

Somere.  J.  P. 

SUnton,  Sir  G.  T. 

H««pb«7.  AU. 

Stawmrt,  P.  M. 

Butt,  W. 

StriclOand,  Sir  G. 

Kellj.J. 

Strutt,  E. 

Tancred,  H.  W. 

Ungrtoo,  J.  H. 

Thomeiy,  T. 

Ur«d,  C^. 

Troubrid»,  Sir  E.  T. 

Tuflieil.£. 

Vwe.  Lord  H. 

M'CVrthy,  A. 

WaklBj,  J. 

M-DoonaU.  J.  M. 

TTiroTirtoil,  D. 

Shna>iid,H. 

Ward,  E.  Q. 

Mlt«.lfc.H. 

Wnn,  J.  T. 

Hitobdl,  T.  A. 

WildB,  Sir  T. 

Morpeth,  Viwrt. 

William.,  W. 

Horrij,  D. 

Winninglon,  Sir  T.  E 
Wood.  0, 

Mo«r>.  hon.  E.  M.  L. 

Hmiti,  G.  F. 

Wonle7,  Lord 

H»pi>r.  Sir  a 

W,.e,T. 

O'Brien,  J. 

CBrien,  T. 

O'Brien,  W.  S. 

O-Ceonell.  D. 

S(innrTllIe,SlrW. 

PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Snt  J.  GRAEAU:  Sir,  in  the  abgencs 
of  knj  Member  of  the  Government  more 
tmmediatfily  connected  with  Ireland, 
my  duty  to  propose  to  the  House  the  first 
Tesding  of  a  Bill  which  has  come  down 
from  toe  other  House  of  Parliamont.  The 
hon.  Hemberfor  Stockport,  justbefbre  the 
diTiaioD,  stated  that  some  mjrsterions  mo- 
tive h»d  swayed  the  conduct  of  Govern- 
ment in  prasung  this  Uotion  upon  the 
HouBe.  Now,  Sir,  I  hope  the  House  will 
indulge  me  with  a  patient  hearing  on  the 
present  occasion,  white  I  endeavour  to  state 
the  argent  reasons  which  in  my  judgment 
operate  conclusively  in  demonstrating  that 
no  time  ought  to  be  last  in  the  unhappy 
condition  of  aflnirs  which  it  will  be  my 
duty  to  lay  before  the  House.  The  task 
is  a  painfiii  one;  but  at  the  same  time  there 
are  some  consolatory  reflections  connected 
with  it.  I  do  not  present  myself  on 
present  occasion  to  bring  any  sweeping  or 
general  accusation  agunst  the  Irish  people. 
The  case  which  I  am  abont  to  bring  befo 
tke  Honse  ia  not  one  which  affects  Ireland 
MAeetivdj;  it  is  a  ease  of  a  locsl  and 
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topical  nature,  but  affecting  particular  lo> 
ciuities  to  an  alarming  extent.  Sir,  thers 
are  other  reflections  connected  with  tliii 
matter  which  are  equally  consolatory.  An 
accusation  has  come  from  one  quarter  of 
the  House  to-night,  that  we  have  delayed 
this  measure  too  long.  I  confess  it  is  more 
gratifying  to  my  feelings  that  the  accusa- 
tion should  be,  that  we  postponed  it  too 
long,  than  that  we  brought  it  forward  ab- 
mptiy,  prematurely,  or  unneceetarily.  I 
also  must  be  permitted  to  state  in  justice  to 
the  Government  that  we  have  now  for  nearly 
five  years  conducted  the  a^rs  of  this 
country  in  very  difficult  times,  and  under 
adverse  circumstances  ;  that  during  that 
time  we  have  been  charged  with  ^e  re- 
sponsibility of  governing  Ireland,  and  pr»> 
Ing  peace,  law,  ana  order ;  and  that, 
up  to  the  present  moment,  we  Iiave  dis- 
charged that  arduous  duty,  relying  on  tlie 
existing  law,  and  without  applying  to  Par- 
liament for  any  extraordinaiy  or  uncon- 
stitutional powers.  Nay,  Sir — although  I 
do  not  dwell  with  unneoessaiy  stress  on  thft 
fact — there  has  been  more  than  one  instance 
in  which  we  have  relaxed  existing  laws,  in 
which  we  bare  not  deemed  it  our  duty  to 
apply  to  Parliament  for  the  renewal  of  Acts 
of  a  coercive  character  for  Ireland.  When 
we  have  called  for  re-enactment,  we  have, 
in  more  than  one  instance,  remitted  the 
more  obnoxious  portions  of  the  law.  I  will 
refer,  as  an  illustration,  to  the  renewal  of 
the  Unlawful  Oaths  Act.  That  was  an 
Act  containing,  as  it  appeared  to  us,  pro- 
visions of  an  objectionable  character.  Under 
the  original  Bill  the  onus  lay  on  the  inno- 
cent person  to  prove  his  innocence;  ire 
threw  the  onus  on  the  accuser,  thus  re- 
lieving the  accused  of  the  difficult  task 
of  proving  a  negative.  Then  in  the 
Anns  Act,  although  in  some  pomte  we 
increased  its  stringency,  yet  there  were 
many  obnoxious  penalties  which  we  re- 
moved, for  instance  the  prohibition  against 
a  man  carrying  on  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith without  a  license.  In  this  and  similar 
cases  we  repealed  the  enactments  and  re- 
mitted the  penalty.  I  must  also  be  per- 
duced  to  remind  the  House  that  the  various 
measures  brought  forward  by  Government 
in  the  course  of  the  last  two  years  have 
been  conceived  in  a  spirit  not  unfriendly  to 
the  feelings,  more  especially  the  religions 
feelings,  of  the  Irish  people.  Our  measures 
have  not  been  conceived  in  a  sectarian  spirit, 
though  there  may  be  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  their  pTacticoleEFcct.  Those  measnret 
were  intended  as  peace-offerings,  if  tb^ 
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h*ve  not  been  uoireraally  to  received.  I 
would  more  partJculorlj  refer  to  the  Chft- 
ritftble  Bequests'  Act,  by  which  great  faci- 
lities were  afforded  for  the  endowment  of 
the  Ronuui  Catholic  clergy,  and  for  pro- 
viding glebe  hoDses  and  chapels  for  the 
ministers  of  that  persuasion.  I  would  also 
refer  to  tho  Bill,  vhich  I  myself  had  the 
honour  or  proposing,  with  reference  to  the 
educatioD  of  the  Romao  Catholic  priest- 
hood  at  Maynooth — a  measure  which,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  gave  great  offence  to  many 
of  those  of  my  hon.  Friends  on  this  aide, 
who  were  generally  the  supporters  of  the 
Oovemment,  but  which,  nevertheless,  we  felt 
it  our  duty  to  the  Irish  people  earnestly  to 
press.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
ednca^on  generally  (and  I  only  glance  at 
the  matter  as  affording  another  conclosive 
proof  that,  in  our  legislation  for  Ireland 
ire  arc  actuated  by  no  hostile  spirit  or 
feeling  against  the  people  of  that  country), 
the  Irish  Colleges'  Bill,  which  it  will  be 
remembered  I  brought  under  the  special 
notice  of  Parliament,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  SesHion,  is,  I  think,  n  measure  which, 
if  carried  into  execution  in  the  mauuer  I 
Anticipated,  will  diffuse  amongst  the  middle 
classes  of  Ireland  all  the  benefits  of  an  im- 
proved, an  extensive,  and  a  liberal  sys- 
tem of  education.  So  also  with  respect  to 
the  National  Board  —  we  have  adopted 
measures  for  giving  increased  facilities  for 
extending  the  benefits  of  that  institution, 
large  as  those  benefits  are  already — inas- 
much as  between  400,000  and  500,000 
children  are  educated  in  Ireland  at  this 
time  under  the  national  system,  and  that 
too  in  a  manner  which  would  do  credit  to 
any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  — we 
Lave  also  taken  measures  for  providing 
district  schools  in  voriouB  localities  in  Ire- 
land for  carrying  out  the  system  still  fur- 
ther, and  affording  its  beneiSt  to  the  chil- 
dren of  a  somewhat  higher  class.  1  must 
abo  refer  to  another  matter  which  is,  in 
my  opinion,  one  of  primary  importance.  It 
w^  be  remembered  that  Her  Uajesty's 
Government,  acting  on  the  advice  of  the 
Landlord  and  Tenants'  Commission,  brought 
forward  in  the  other  House  a  Bill  for  the 
improvement  of  the  law  and  the  better  re- 
gulation of  the  relations  of  landlord  and 
tenant  in  Ireland.  The  subject  being  one 
of  great  difficulty,  the  Bill  was  not  con- 
ndered  by  the  other  House  as  then  pro- 
posed, si^ciently  matured  to  receive  their 
■Miction.  During  the  recess,  we  have 
MTen  die  subject  increased  attention,  and 
m  eonoert  aoa  oo-opention  with  tb0  Com- 


mission over  which  the  Barl  of  Devon  pre- 
sided, and  of  which  four  Uembera  of  the 
House  formed  a  constituent  part,  in  con- 
cert and  co-operation  with  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen and  the  other  Members  of  that 
Commission,  we  have  endeavoured  to  im- 
prove and  mature  that  measure.  It  is  at 
this  moment  in  an  advanced  stage  of  pre- 
paration; and  sanctioned,  I  believe  unani- 
mously, by  that  Commission,  it  is  now  re- 
ceiving the  final  consideration  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  I  trust  shortly  to  he  able  to 
[nvaent  it  to  the  House.  Then,  Sir,  I 
most  observe  with  reference  to  this  mea- 
sore,  painfid  a«  it  is  to  me  to  propose  it, 
nnconstitutionol  as  I  admit  it  to  be,  I, 
for  one,  was  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
some  such  law  in  the  early  port  of  the 
Session;  but  tiiough  I  foresaw  the  neces- 
sity, I  could  not  reconcile  it  either  to  my 
judgment  or  to  my  conscience  to  be  a  party 
to  its  iutroduction  while  I  saw  the  extreme 
physical  want  and  distress  of  the  Irish 
people,  ariung  from  the  faflure  of  the 
staple  article  of  their  food,  the  accounts  of 
which  have  been  in  various  ways  brought 
before  this  House.  I  say  though  I  saw 
that  necessity,  I  felt  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  primary  importance  that  provision  shonld 
first  be  mode,  by  an  effort  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  relievo  those  physical  wants,  so 
far  as  legislation  could  effect  that  object ; 
and  I,  for  one,  could  not  consent  to  be  a 
party  to  the  introduction  of  such  a  measure 
OS  the  present*,  unless  I  had  previously  ob- 
tained the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  the  introduction  of  the  measure 
which  has  been  brought  under  your  notice, 
and  the  principle  of  which  has  been  affirmed 
by  the  Honse — the  Bill  to  open  the  Com 
Trade,  and  to  place  articles  which  are  of  the 
first  necessity,  as  forming  the  food  of  the 

rople,  on  tiie  cheapest  possible  footing, 
must  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  the 
good  effect  of  what  bos  been  done  in  this 
direction  is  already  perceptible.  The  ad- 
mission of  maiie  free  of  duty  is  already 
operating  most  beneficially  in  Ireland.  The 
demand  for  that  article,  I  am  informed, 
has  already  become  great.  It  is  found  to 
be  much  cheaper  thui  otUa,  and  is  super- 
seding the  demand  for  that  description  of 
groin  in  Waterford  and  the  other  ports  in 
which  it  has  been  admitted.  And  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  oonsequence  of 
introducing  nu^ze  into  Ireland  will  be,  in 
some  degree,  to  supersede  the  use  of  po- 
tatoes among  the  people  of  that  oonntiy  as 
the  chief  oriable  of  food,  and  gradually,  «« 
1  hope,  to  devate  tiie  >c«le  <rf  their  liriag. 
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Theprejadice  agunst  raoiie,  as  an  article  of 
fbod,  is  gradnallj  subsidiDg  in  Ireland; 
aod  I  am  confldent  tbat  the  mearaieB  I 
ham  referred  to,  together  with  tlie  ad- 
▼anees  and  hmna  of  pohlk  money,  for  the 
promoUoD  of  public  works  in  Ireland, 
iriucb  Pftrliament  has  authoriied  to  be 
made,  wiU  hare  a  most  beneficial  effect 
on  die  physical,  as  well  as  upon  the 
moral  and  social,  condition  of  the  Irish. 
I  beliere  that,  by  a  jadicious  expenditure 
of  thoM  fnndH,  the  productive  powers  of 
the  country  will  be  increased ;  the  phy- 
ncsl  energies  of  the  people  will  be 
brought  into  action;  their  moral  qoali- 
ties  and  social  habits  will  be  improred ; 
and  when  dey  £nd  themselreB  employed, 
as  they  will  be,  for  wages,  and  rap- 
porting  themselves  and  their  bmilies  by 
their  industry,  they  will  be  enabled  to 
snhsist  without  being,  as  tbey  are  now, 
Mitirely  dependent  on  the  produce  of  their 
lutings ;  and  the  tendency  will  be  to  raise 
the  scale  of  their  living,  to  increase  tiieir 
jAysical  comforts,  and  improve  their  habits 
of  life.  And  by  these  means,  with  the 
extension  of  the  blessings  of  educatbn 
amongst  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
we  expect  that  the  social  and  moral  con- 
ditbn  of  the  people  will  gradually  improve, 
and  the  effect  will  be  most  satisfactory ; 
and  not  only  will  these  measures,  I  trust 
be  satisfactory,  in  regard  to  the  increased 
benefits  they  will  confer  upon,  and  the 
improvement  they  will  gradually  effect 
in  the  condition  of,  the  Irish  people,  but 
also  the  effect  of  this  improvement  will 
be  reflected  in  our  legislation:  becauM 
the  Legislature  wiD  naturally  have  greater 
eonfidence  and  trust  in  a  people  so  elevated 
and  to  improved,  than  in  a  people  debased 
by  crime ;  and  thus  our  le^alatlon,  in  regard 
to  Ireland,  will  be  gmded  by  a  mere  con- 
fiding and  a  more  conciliatory  spirit.  But, 
Sir,  time  is  required  to  accomplish  these 
great  and  necessarily  progressive  improve- 
ments ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  we  have  to 
deal  with  a  case  of  urgent  and  pressing 
'  importance,  in  regard  to  which  no  dme  can, 
in  my  opimon,  safely  be  lost ;  but  we  must 
apply  such  a  remedy  as  is  within  the  imme- 
diate power  of  the  Legislature.  I  do  not 
stand  here  to  prefer  an  indictment  against 
the  people  of  Ireland :  quite  the  contraiy ; 
for  I  have  the  pleasure  of  stating  to  toe 
House,  that  of  the  thirty-two  counties  of 
which  Ireland  ia  composed,  in  the  majority 
of  tiiem  it  ynU  be  found,  by  »  reference  to 
(he  atadstieal  returns,  that  life  and  property 
are  as  secure  as  in  meet,  if  not  m  every 
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counties  of  Ireland  ;  so  far  from  it 
in  a  condition  to  show,  that  in  ughteen  of 
them  crime,  far  from  increasing,  has  ac- 
tually diminished  within  the  last  year.  It 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  detain  the  House 
by  specifying  the  counties  in  which  this 
diminution  of  crime  has  taken  place.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  there  are  dghteen 
counties  in  Ireland  out  of  the  thirty-two  in 
which  there  has  been  no  increase;  and 
that  there  are  many  in  which  the  returns 
show  that  in  the  year  1845  crime  has 
actually  decreased.  [Mr.  O'CoNBEU,: 
Tyrone !  ]  Yes,  in  Tyrone  there  has  been 
a  large  decrease.  I  find  by  the  Constabu- 
lary Returns  for  the  county  of  Tyrone, 
that  the  number  of  crimes  in  1845  was 
180,  as  against  220  in  the  preceding  year, 
showing  a  decrease  of  forty  ui  the  course 
of  one  year.  But  I  will  go  Airther,  and 
state,  that  I  do  not  think  this  Bill  could  be 
maintained  by  a  reference  to  more  than  ten 
out  of  the  whole  thirty-two  counties  ;  and 
still  further  I  will  say,  that  if  it  were  not 
for  the  condition  of  five  of  those  counties, 
I,  as  a  Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, could  not  conscientiously  propose,  and 
Parliament  would  not  be  justified  in  pass- 
ing, such  a  measure,  I  will  state  which 
those  five  counties  are.  I  am  sorry  tbat  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  trespass  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House  at  some  length;  hut 
in  proposing  a  measure  like  the  present— 
a  measure  which  I  am  bound  to  admit  is 
of  an  unconstitutional  character,  and  which 
extraordinary  circumstances  alone  can  jus- 
tify— I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  mc  to  ex- 
^Ma  to  the  House  what  those  circumstances 
are,  and  lay  before  them  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  has  been  brought  forward.  Those 
five  counties  to  which  I  have  referred, 
the  present  condition  of  which  not  only 
justifies,  but  cidls  for  this  measure,  are 
Tipperary,  Clare,  Roscommon,  Limerick, 
and  Leitrim.  I  have  siud  there  are  five 
other  counties  in  which  crime  has  also  in- 
creased, hut  not  to  so  great  an  extent  as  in 
these.  Those  counties  are  Cavan,  Fer- 
managh, King's  County,  Longford,  and 
Westmeath.  Then,  in  the  ten  counties  in 
Ireland  in  which  crime  has  increased,  and 
crime  of  tbat  peculiar  character  which  I 
am  disposed  to  term  insurrectionary,  I  wiU 
state  the  extent  of  that  increase  bv  a  re- 
ference to  the  returns  of  the  actual  num- 
ber of  crimes  committed  in  each  of  those 
ooimtiee,  in  the  two  years  1844  and 
1845:- 
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C»Tmn  lOB 367 

Fernuiugb 80 166 

King*!  County 926  301 

Ungford 205 373 

In  Westmeath  there  hw  been  an  increase 
of  120.  In  the  otber  counties  the  Returns 
show: — 

In  1814.  In  ISW.   IncreMe. 

Leitrim  338 923 6B1 
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Tipper»ry 
Now,  Sir,  1  think  1  can  present  this  matter 
to  the  House  in  a  light,  which,  while  it 

Spears  to  me  to  be  most  conclusive,  is  at 
a  same  time  moat  alarming.  B;  the 
last  returns,  I  find  that  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  Ireland  is  8.175,000.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  five  counties  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  I  would  fix  the  attention  of 
the  House  on  this,  the  whole  population  of 
these  five  counties  of  Tipperary,  Clare, 
Koecommon,  Limerick,  and  Leitrim,  ie 
1,412,000,  or  little  more  than  one-siith  of 
the  whole  population  of  Ireland.  Now, 
the  crimes  to  which  I  more  particularlj 
refer  are  of  an  insurrectionary  character, 
affecting  and  eodangeriug  life,  and  attack- 
ing and  destroying  property.  The  offenders 
are  generally  actuated  by  motives  of  re- 
Tenge,  arising  from  individual  wrong;  and, 
considering  themselves  ir^ured,  instead  of 
resorting  to  the  law  for  redreHs,  they  seek 
to  obtain  it  by  their  own  hands.  The 
crimes  thus  committed  arc  homicides, 
firing  at  the  person,  aggravated  assaults, 
assaults  endangering  Me,  incendiarism, 
killing  or  muming  cattle,  demanding  and 
robbery  of  arms,  bearing  or  appearing 
in  arms,  administering  unlawful  oaths, 
tiireatening  notices,  levelling  or  destroy- 
ing fences,  malicious  injury  to  property, 
firing  at  dwelling-houses.  Now  1  wil 
eompare  the  number  of  these  several 
crimes,  committed  in  these  five  counties, 
mdi  the  number  committed  in  all  the 
other  cotmties  of  Ireland;  and  I  have 
to  state  that  the  homicides,  in  1845, 
in  the  five  counties,  were  47  ;  while,  in 
the  whole  of  the  rest  of  Ireland,  the 
Qtunber  returned  was  only  92.  There- 
fore, in  five  counties,  with  a  population  of 
<nilT  one-sixth  of  the  whole  population  of 
Irdand,  the  number  of  homicides  com- 
mitted in  the  year  amounts  to  one-third  of 
the  whole  number  committed  in  the  whole 
of  Ireland.  In  those  five  counties,  in  1845, 
there  were  85  offences  of  firing  at  the 
person.  There  were  only  53  such  offences 
m  the  rest  of  Ireland.    Therefore  there 
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were  two-thirda  of  the  whole  nnmber  com- 
mitted in  those  connties.  Of  aggravated 
assaults  in  those  connties  in  1845,  there 
were  190,  and  350  in  the  whole  of  the  rest 
of  Ireland;  that  is,  there  were  two-fifths  of 
the  whole  nnmber  in  the  five  counties. 
There  were  in  those  counties  110  assaults 
endangering  life;  127  in  the  rest  of  Ireland, 
one-half  of  the  whtde  arose  in  those  five 
unties.  There  were  139  offences  of  in- 
cendiarism in  the  fire  connties,  339  in  the 
rest  of  Ireland,  giving  two-sevenths  of  the 
whole  for  the  five  counties.  Killing  or 
mtuming  cattle,  108  in  the  five  counties. 
164  in  the  rest  of  Ireland,  or  two-fifths  of 
the  whole  arose  in  the  five  comities.  De- 
manding and  robbery  of  arms — a  crime  of 
the  most  suspicious  and  fearful  character 
— in  1845,  in  the  five  connties,  there  were 
420  ofTences  ;  in  the  rest  of  Ireland  131, 
or  four-fifths  of  the  whole  arose  in  the  five 
counties.  Appearing  armed  ;  of  these  of- 
fences 64  were  produced  in  the  five  coun- 
ties in  1845  ;  in  the  rest  of  Ireland  only 
35  or  two-thirds  of  the  whole  arose  in  the 
five  connties.  There  were  190  offences  of 
administering  unlawful  oaths  \  there  were 
only,  of  offences  of  a  similar  description, 
in  the  rest  of  Ireland,  33,  or  six-sevenths 
of  the  whole  amount  arose  in  the  five  coun- 
ties. In  the  year  1845  there  were  re- 
ported 1,043  offences  of  sending  threaten- 
ing notices,  in  the  five  connties  ;  only  901 
such  offences  in  the  rest  of  Ireland,  that  is 
to  say,  eleven-twentieths,  or  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  whole,  were  committed  in  these 
five  counties.  Attacking  houses,  309  in 
the  five  counties,  174  in  the  rest  of  Ire- 
land, or  three-fifths  of  the  whole  amount 
arose  in  the  five  counties.  Of  the  offence 
of  levelling  and  destroying  fences,  there 
were  22  instances  ;  in  the  rest  of  Ireland, 
34,  or  three-eighths  of  the  whole  have  been 
committedinthefiveconnties.  OfmahciouE 
injuries  to  property,  104  in  the  five  coun- 
ties, 306  in  the  rest  of  Ireland;  being  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole  in  the  connties.  Now, 
Sir,  1  would  beg  to  observe,  that  the  last 
crime  is  the  most  important  and  most  de- 
serving of  the  careful  attention  of  the 
House  ;  for  the  worst  symptom,  I  do  not 
fear  to  say,  of  the  last  few  months,  has 
been  the  increaae  of  the  crime  of  firing  into 
dwelling-honsea  after  dark,  irith  the  mall- 
eious  purpose  of  wonnding  promiscoously 
the  inmates,  whoerer  they  may  be.  Now, 
the  nnmber  of  these  offences  of  firing  into 
dwelling-houses  was,  in  1845.  93  in  the 
five  connties  ;  41  in  the  rest  of  Ireland, 
being  serairtcsllis  rf  the  whole  in  'Sb»  five 


341  JVofMiM  (/  Uf«  {Ujuwb  30} 

covntJeK.  Then,  Sir,  let  hb  ask  vhst,  up 
to  the  last  moment  ia  the  condition  of 
those  fiTe  coonttes?  I  hare  here  a  re- 
turn made  ap  to  the  end  of  Febniarf,  re- 
rting  four  out  of  the  five  counties,  in 
two  months  of  the  present  yesr,  Jk- 
nuar;  and  February ;  and  in  those  months 
there  were  in  Tipperary,  8  homicides ;  6 
offences  of  firing  at  the  person;  13  robber- 
ies of  arms;  18  firings  into  houses;  69 
offences  of  sending  tnreatening  notices ; 
14  attacks  on  houses.  In  Limerick  (i 
dusive  of  the  citj  of  Limerick),  there  were, 
within  two  months,  3  murders  ;  5  firings 
at  the  person  ;  12  firings  into  houses  ;  26 
robberies  of  arms  ;  50  threatening  notices 
sent;  18  attacks  on  housos.  In  Clare 
there  were  in  those  two  months,  1  murder, 
I  firing  at  the  person,  7  firings  into  houses, 
20  robberies  of  arms,  17  threatening  no- 
tices sent.  In  Roscommon  there  were  1 
morder,  5  firings  at  the  person,  3  firings 
into  honses,  31  robberies  of  arms,  61 
threatening  notices  sent,  42  offences  of 
administenng  unlawful  oaths.  Now  I 
he  permitted  to  saj,  that  if  in  the  discharge 
of  my  painful  duty  it  were  necessary  to 
bring  under  the  immediate  notice  of  the 
House  the  details  of  the  crimes  to  which 
these  refums  refer,  it  would  revolt  the 
feeling  of  the  House,  and  mor 
would  be  impossible  to  go  through  the  detail 
aatisfectorilj.  1  shall  not  therefore  make 
a  particular  statement  of  these  crimes  ; 
but  it  will  be  my  duty  to  classify  thorn,  in 
order  to  endeavour  to  put  the  House  in 
possession  of  the  general  character  of  them. 
Observe,  I  shall  confine  myself  (except  in 
those  cases  in  which  I  shaU  explain  that  I 
am  deviating  from  this  rule),  to  the  five 
counties  I  have  named ;  and  allow  me  also 
to  say,  that  1  shall  read  to  you  nothing 
which  has  not  been  laid  before  the  Govern- 
ment by  respouHiblo  officers — either  by 
resident  stipendiary  magistrates,  or  officers 
connected  with  and  acting  under  the  con- 
stabulary force — their  reports  being  for- 
warded to  mo  from  the  Government  in  Ire- 
land; and  let  me  further  observe,  that  the 
grimes  I  am  about  to  detail  to  tjie  House 
■re  neither  of  a  sectarian  nor  political  cha- 
raeter.  This  ia  a  remarkable  featura  in 
the  cose.  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics 
— Orangemen  and  Repealers,  all  are  equally 
theviotimsofthcsecrimes.  There  is  nothing 
•lelusive  in  their  character  ;  and  they  ap- 
pear to  find  their  victims  in  each  sect  almost 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  numbers. 
Again,  this  state  of  crime  is  by  no  means 
twir  ia  theso  particular  districts :  unhap- 
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pily  the  evil  appears  to  be  rooted.  The 
eETorts  of  former  Governments  as  well  as 
our  own  have  been  put  forth  for  the  purpose 
of  eradicating  this  species  of  crime;  but  all 
have  signally  failed.  Since  my  attention 
has  been  directed  to  this  subject,  I  have 
found,  too,  that  this  description  of  crime, 
if  allowed  to  continue  unchecked,  has  a 
tendency  to  spread  ;  and  other  counties  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  become  in- 
fected. This  is  shown  by  what  I  stated  at 
the  commencement,  that  in  some  other 
counties  within  the  last  18  months,  crime 
has  increased,  and  requires  the  strong  band 
of  the  law  to  check  it.  Boforo,  however,  I 
specify  the  particulars  of  many  of  these 
crimes,  I  will  ask  you  to  consider  for  a 
moment  what  a  serious  disgrace  their  ex- 
istence is  to  the  age,  to  the  Government, 
and  to  the  country  in  which  we  Uve.  They 
are  in  fact  a  blot  on  Christianity,  a  dia- 
graoe  to  our  civil  policy :  they  appear  to 
me  to  bo  inconsistent  with  the  boasted 
liberty  of  this  country — with  the  freedom 
of  our  institutions — the  beneficence  of  our 
laws — the  refinement  of  our  maonen — 
the  wisdom  of  our  ago — and  the  purity 
of  our  religion,  the  precepts  of  whi<£ 
are  common  to  us  all;  which  we  believe 
to  be  derived  from  Divine  origin;  which 
inculcate  as  the  doctrines  of  troth; 
but  which  are  so  violated  by  theso  crimes 
that  we  are  disgraced  and  lowered  to 
the  level  of  a  savage  or  a  heathen  coun- 
try. I  am  unwilling  to  detain  the  Honse 
longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary;  but 
on  a  subject  of  this  importance  I  con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  illustrate  what  I  haTe 
stated  by  specimens  of  the  crimes.  Th^ 
are  only  examples  of  those  crimes,  the 
general  numerical  result  of  which  in  these 
five  counties  I  have  already  stated  to  the 
House.  The  first  class  of  crimes  to  which 
I  will  call  your  attention  ia  that  of  "  per- 
sons murdered  or  injured  in  consequence 
of  their  relations  having  taken  or  re- 
fusing to  give  up  land;"  or  murders  in  con- 
nexion with  the  occupation  of,  or  eject- 
ment from  land.  The  first  case  which 
1  apeak  of  occnrred  in  Tipperary  in  Hay, 
1845.  A  certain  man  had  received  a  por- 
tion of  land  with  his  wife  as  her  fortune,  on 
condition  of  his  paying  a  specified  sum  i^ 
money  to  her  relatives.  The  wife  died; 
the  man  married  again;  the  friends  of  tho 
deceased  wife  wanted  to  recover  possession 
of  the  land,  which  was  refused;  the  man 
several  times  assaulted,  and  was  ulU- 
mately  compelled — the  Report  states — 
— to  quit  tlw  land  and  the  neigUMnirbood.    A 
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fsod  mu  thna  created  betvecn  tho  frienda  of  tbe 
Srat  ■Dd  tccond  wires.  As  a  purt;  of  tho  former 
were  returning  from  the  market  of  Roscrea  to 
HoDejgall,  thcf  were  waflaid  and  assaulted  with 
ftonea  b;  some  of  tbe  latter,  nnd  sevenl  serioaa 
iiyiuiel  were  infiieCed,  John  Keniiell;  (belonging 
to  Deithcr  port;),  who  happened  also  to  be  re- 
tOTDing  from  the  market,  endeavoured  to  inter- 
pose u  a  peacemaker,  when  ho  was  knocked 
dowt),  and  the  buck  of  his  skull  fractured  by  a 
blow  of  B  stone.  While .  down  he  received  a  se- 
oood  blew  of  a  stoue  on  tho  aide  of  the  head. 
Eennellj  died  in  about  a  week," 
There  was  another  case  in  Tipperory : — 

"  The  brother  of  tbo  deoeaMd  had  taken  a  few 
aores  of  land  some  few  yeara  ago,  from  which  the 
fenner  tenant  had  been  ejected.  Ho  had  been 
(preTLOUsly  to  thia  murder)  aerrod  with  a  thrcat- 
Mking  notice  to  quit.  Aa  deceased  aat  with  his 
brotber  in  tbe  orening.  four  men  entered  the 
bouse,  two  of  tbem  presenting  a  pistol  at  each  of 
tbe  brothera,  and  demanded  why  tbey  did  not 
obey  the  notice.  One  of  tbem  struck  the  de- 
oeaaed  on  the  head,  breaking  his  skull,  wbieb  he 
did  not  long  aurriTe." 

I  should  now  wish  to  produce  some  proofs 
of  the  interference  with  the  relation  of 
landlord  and  tenant,  and  the  murderous 
consequencee  of  such  interference  Ooe  in- 
Btance  occurred  in  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Sa- 
muel Smith,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
1845,  in  Tippeniry  : — 

"The  attention  of  a  rcaident  of  BorriaaGimoj 
h»Ting  been  attracted  by  a  horse  passing  his  door 
withoDt  a  rider,  ho  discovered,  at  about  eighty 
jardi  diitanee  on  the  road,  the  body  of  Ur.  Smith ; 
the  skull  broken  in  two  places,  and  tbe  brain  pro- 
truding. At  tbe  inquest  held  the  medical  ex- 
aminers were  of  opinion  that  the  injuries  could 
not  have  been  received  by  fiJling  from  tbe  horse, 
nor  did  the  dresa  of  tbe  deceased  exhibit  any  ap- 
peantncB  of  Ids  having  been  dragged  along  the 
nad.  The  deceased,  who  was  a  resident  of  Dub- 
lin, bad  been  viailing  aome  of  his 
retnming  to  Busheratown,  wbeuee  he  had 


that  ID 


Iti 


0  peraons  of 


a  fiuin,  which  waa  to 

There  was  another  case  of  the  same  na- 
ture in  the  county  of  Clare  :  — 

"  The  deoeaned  man'a  fikther  bad  taken  land  at 
Dognrire,  from  which  James  Sexton  had  been  pre- 
vioosly  ejecC4^.  Deceased  was  returning  home 
fttim  that  place,  when  he  waa  shot  in  the  &es 
from  behind  a  hedge,  bia  aaaailant  following  up 
the  attack  by  inflioting  aeverc  wounda  on  the  back 
of  tike  head  with  some  sharp  ioatrument." 

Then  there  is  a  most  frightful  caae  of  a 
g«ntleman,  Hr.  Patrick  Clarke,  being  Bhot 
on  bis  own  premises,  at  Doonday,  on  the 
Slat  of  October  last  :— 

"  nia  gentleman  was  shot  dead  by  two 
irilBe  riding  round  hia  own  demeaoe,  snperini 
iaf  bis  workmen.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Clarke, 
■mnl  years  ago,  bad  [Hirchased  the  estate  in 
menion.  bat  bad  never,  until  recently,  resided 
Men.  Uaving  bees  induced  to  visit  the  pUee, 
and  (o  prdoDg  hi*  Asy,  be  bad  difearendtlut,  ta 


hia  absence,  be  bad  been  subjeot  to  a  STltem  of 

fraud  on  the  part  of  hia  tenantry,  which  be  had 
determined  to  chock  and  pat  down.  No  sooner 
was  thia  intention  diseovered.  than  attempts  were 
made,  by  threatening  lettera  (the  receipt  of  which 
he  kept  a  profound  secret),  to  get  him  to  remove 
from  the  place,  to  which  intimidation  he  did  not 
not  yield,  persevering  in  his  aystem  of  enforcing 
tbe  payment  of  old  arrears  by  his  tenanCrv.  lb 
oonneiion  with  tbe  cause  of  the  murder,  cndea- 
voura  are  made,  in  some  quarters,  to  represent 
the  deceased  ns  a  rigorous  landlord,  of  hasty  and 
tyrannical  diapoaition ;  but  tbeie  statemcDta  are 

igs  me  to  make  some  remarkii  upon 
I  agree  with  those  who  bold 
that  absenteeism  is  a  great  evil;  but  to 
discourage  absenteeism  we  must  render 
the  counties  of  which  I  have  spoken  habit- 
able. Are  tbey  habitable  under  circum- 
stances such  as  these  I  describe  ?  Here  is 
a  gentleman  who  had  not  beeu  resident 
since  the  purchase  of  his  estate  several 
years  ago;  he  comes  down  to  settle  upon 
it;  he  commences  improving  his  estate; 
he  expends  money,  and  calls  forth  la- 
hour;  ne  rides  out  from  bis  house  to  su- 
perintend his  men ;  and,  as  has  been 
seen,  is  shot  at  in  noon-day  and  killed. 
It  appeared  that  he  had  been  subjected 
to  some  fraud  on  the  part  of  his  ten- 
ants; he  was  determined  to  punish  it; 
his  intention  was  no  sooner  known,  than 
attempts  were  made  by  means  of  threaten- 
ing letters,  the  receipt  of  which  he  kept  a 
profound  secret,  to  induce  him  to  leave 
the  place;  he  resisted,  and  it  is  therefore 
shown  that  the  system  of  enforcing  the 
payment  of  arrears  from  tenants  is  met 
with  the  crime  of  murder.  Another  case 
was  that  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  in 
7anuary,  1846,  of  James  Lynch  : — 

"He  had  served  ejectments  on  a  number  of 
small  tenants  on  bia  &rm.  He  waa  fired  at,  at 
about  noon,  within  flfly  yarda  of  his  residence, 
had  survived  the  slu>t  but  a  few  minutes.  It  ap- 
pears that  no  person  con  be  found  who  witnessed 
the  attack ;  but  there  ia  circumatantial  evidence 
against  a  man  named  Goshesii,  wbo  bas  absoonded. 
Lynch  was  a  middleman,  and  hia  oim  waa  the  Uie 
in  tbe  leaae  under  which  be  held." 
Then  there  is  this  case  : — 

"  I  have  to  report  that  on  last  night,  tbe  Stb 
instaot,  about  the  bour  of  balf-past  seven  o'clock. 
a  party  of  aeven  man,  disguisra,  with  their  Cues 
blackened,  and  handkerohie&  tied  round  them, 
and  three  of  tbem  armed  with  guns,  and  otlwra 
with  blndgeops,  entered  the  housea  of  Owen 
Haany,  Bridget  Meany.  and  James  Holowny. 
of  Cragboy.  ID  tbe  district  of  Tolta,  and  beat 
the  following  persons  very  aeverel;  :  —  Owen 
Abaoy,  James  Holoimy.  Michael  Mcany,  and 
Tbomaa  Meany  \  the  latter  had  his  skull  frao- 
tnnd,  and  died  in  two  or  three  boor*  aflerwaids ; 
ths  others  meiTed  ants  and  bniijM  oa  their  head* 
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and  bodlw;  two  (bmale  innutes  of  the  boiues  were 
■Im  itruok,  but  not  Mrioiulr  hurt.  On  going 
KKKj  thef  flrad  tiro  shoti,  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  houM  of  Miahaat  Hognn,  of  ShanakiU.  in 
thia  diitriot,  and  beat  him  and  bis  two  Bona,  bnt 
not  •eriiHul;.  The  deceased  la  aon  of  Brid^t 
lleaof ,  and  bora  an  excellent  ehanoter.  An  ia- 
OMtt  wai  thia  da;  held,  at  wbiob  I  attended  with 
Captain  Leyne,  and  it  haa  been  adjourned  to  Man- 
da;  next,  the  tKh  instant.  The  reaaon  aisigned 
for  tbeae  ontragsa  ii,  that  in  tbe  ;ear  1S13  the 
lands  of  Cntgboy  and  ShanakiU  were  dirided  bj 
Ibe  annt  under  the  Court  of  Chancetj,  on  which 
oeoaaion  there  were  three  under-tenanti  on  tba 
diTision  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  Bridget  Mean; 
(mother  of  the  deoessed).  James  Molownj,  and 
Miohael  Hogan  ;  one  of  these  under-tenants  was 
deprived  of  the  land  he  then  held,  and  the  other 
two,  it  is  alleged,  are  now  about  to  be  dispos- 
■Maed :  there  is  do  doubt,  therelbre,  bat  that 
they  caased  the  outrages  to  be  oonumtted." 

This  is  tukother  case : — 

"  I  have  to  report  that,  on  the  nigbt  of  tbe  30tb 
iutant,  about  half-paat  B  f.m.,  at  Cally,  in  the  pa- 
rish of  Killmarathy,  as  Mr.  Alfred  Waller  waa  r«- 
tnniing  to  his  residence,  and  alone,  be  was  way- 
laid in  a  Seld  by  four  men,  who  seTerely  as- 
sanlied  him  on  tbs  head  and  anns  with  blud- 
nons  and  (tnnea,  infiicting  two  aerere  onta  on 
his  head,  and  dreadM  contusions  on  the  left 
arm,  which  fractiired  ona  of  the  bones  below 
tbe  elbow.  A  few  (3J)  acres  of  land  Mr.  Waller 
had  at  his  disposal  were  the  eanse,  inasmuch  as 
his  assailants,  while  beating  him,  desired  hiia  to 
'  gi*«  up  Coona,  give  up  Coorui'  (the  name  of  the 
little  townland  which  persona  of  the  name  of 
Keefls  pretended  to  hsia  a  claim  to).  Hr.  Wal- 
ler's  li»  is   not   conaidered   in   any   imminent 

From  this  it  is  seen  that  neither  religion 
nor  relationship  none  of  the  ordinatyfeelings 
of  Bociftl  life,  appear  to  have  had  the  slight- 
est effect  in  these  cases ;  it  is  seen  that  these 
crimes  are  committed  promiscuouslj,  both 
}n  day  and  bj  night.  I  have  gone  through 
this  cusa  of  cases,  illustrative  of  the  inter- 
ference between  landlord  and  tenant  irith 
respect  to  tbe  occnpatien  of  land.  A  no- 
tice of  ^ec^ent  is  followed  by  the  snm- 
tnarf  infliction  of  death;  the  execution  of  a 
decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  refer- 
ence to  a  similar  Act  has  the  same  eonsc- 
<|Dence.  I  must  now  call  attention  to  an- 
other class  of  cases,  those  of  magistrates 
when  executing  their  magisterial  dutj.  I 
will  first  direct  notice  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
U'Leod,  a  magistrate  in  the  connty  of  Lei- 
trim,  in  November,  1844  : — 

"  Towards  the  close  of  Norember,  1841,  the 
psaeeofthe  northern  part  of  the  county  of  CaTsn, 
and  tbe  ■djoining  pans  of  Leitrim,  had  baoome 
Tesy  seriously  disturbed  by  numerona  armed  and 
org*niied  bodies  of  Whiteboys.  To  meet  these 
oiroumstances,  the  magistraej  applied  for  an  in- 
d  poticH  force,  and  an  additional  stipendiary 
trsle.  Tbe  required  pdioe  were  immediately 
Mi^lM  i  and  Hr.  .H-I-eod,  the  resident  magis- 


trate stationed  at  Enniskillen.  was  selected  by  the 
GoTemment,  and  tempontrily  placed  at  Ballina- 
more,  in  aid  of  the  lo(»l  authorities  in  the  sap- 
pression  ofthe  illegal  organisation  referred  to. 
On  the  day  aboTe  stated.  Mr.  H'Leod  had  been 
dining  with  Mr,  W.  Peroy,  justice  ofthe  peace,  of 
Ganwliee,  and  had  set  out  in  tbe  OToning  on  hi* 
return  to  his  own  quartera.  Finding  Mr,  Percy's 
lodge  gate  shut  (contrary  to  practice  when  com- 
pany is  entertuned).  Mr.  M'I.eod  was  In  the  ant 
of  desiring  the  drirer  of  his  car  to  get  it  opened, 
when  lie  was  fired  at  &om  behind  an  opening  i> 
theeiergreen  at  the  lodge  gate,  where  tbe  assas- 
sin, aided  by  the  light  of  a  caodle  left  (as  if  da- 
signodly)  in  the  lodge.  Is  believed  to  liarc  delibe- 
rately taken  his  aim.  ThegnnahoC  penetrated  the 
heart  and  lungs,  and  caused  instantaneous  death. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a  eonspiracy  had  been 
formed  ;  and  it  is  an  ascertained  feet  that  a  nc- 
tioB  of  the  murder  was  posted  at  Enniskillea  two 
daya  before  its  perpetration.  That  this  outrage  is 
referable  to  feelings  of  rsrenge  prompted  by  Mr. 
M'Leod'a  discharge  of  his  magisterial  duty,  but  one 
opinion  has  been  expressed  i  two  circnmstaneee, 
have,  however,  been  mentioned  as  its  immediate 
exciting  cause ;  by  aome  it  is  attributed  to  his 
having  reliised  to  bail  certain  individuals  in  cus- 
tody on  serious  oKinces  ;  by  others,  to  a  decision 
made  by  Mr.  M'X«od  some  days  previously  at 
Bawnboy  Petty  Sessions." 

Another  part  of  this  case  presents  a 
circnmstance  most  remarkable,  and  of 
fearful  import.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
a  conspiracy  had  been  formed,  and  it  was 
ascertuaed  that  noticq  of  the  intended 
murder  had  been  posted  up  in  the  town  of 
Enniskillen.  The  preparations  were  at 
notorious  in  the  neighbourhood  as  they 
were  a  secret  to  the  victim;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  whole  neighbourhood  were 
participators  in  this  crime.  In  the  case 
of  Mr.  Bell  Booth,  justice  of  the  peace,  I 
am  bonnd  to  saj,  that  it  did  not  occur  in 
one  of  the  five  (bounties  to  which  I  hare 
referred;  it  was  in  the  county  of  Cavan, 
though  on  the  borders  of  Leitrim.  Here 
is  the  report : — 

•'  A*  George  BeU  Booth,  Esq.,  justioe  of  the 
pcaoe,  waa  returning  trom  divine  service  in  his 

gig,  with  two  of  his  children,  some  person  un- 
known shot  bim  dead.  Although  the  above  awful 
circumstance  took  place  within  300  yard*  of  the 
village  of  Crossdoney,  and  many  persons  were 
passing  along  the  road  from  their  reapeotive 
places  of  fforahip,  yet  there  was  no  immedlale 
attempt  made  on  their  part  to  secure  the  assaa- 
sin,  who  affected  his  esoapo.  The  police  from 
the  suTTOunding  stations  made  every  exertion  la 
discover  the  perpetrator,  but  without  succssa. 
Mr.  Booth  WHS  an  efBcient  and  moat  useful  ma- 
gistrate, and  always  ready  to  afford  asaistane* 
when  necessary.  From  that  hour  to  this  the 
BBSaaiin  has  escaped  panishment." 
No  more  erroneous  imprestion  could  be 
formed,  than  to  conclude  that  these  Crimea 
arose  from  any  one  particular  cause,  either 
political  or  r^igious.     Those  who  commit 
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meh  offeoces,  interfiere  in  vnrj  my 
with  the  letting  of  land,  with  the  ordinaiy 
circmnstAnces  of  domestic  life,  hetween 
muter  and  tenant ;  constantly  threatening 
notices  are  sent  by  the  peasantry  to  parti- 
eolar  individuala  that  they  mnst  increase 
the  dowry  of  a  daughter,  that  they  must 
•anction  or  must  not  sanction  the  marriage 
of  a  son  ;  and  unless  such  notices  are  im- 
mediately obeyed,  summaiy  vengeance  is 
eiaented.  Here  is  a  case  of  interference 
between  master  and  tenant : — 

"  W*ten,  John  {cauntjt  ot  Tipperer;),  bad  b«ra 
in  the  emplaymcDt  of  Searj  Goring.  E*q.,  of  Ri- 
TerlmWQ,  and  wu  m  rtrsngfir  at  the  place.  Aa  he 
WH  returning  to  his  muter'i  reiidenoe,  with  * 
nan  oamed  Corrigan  («bo««  •ervicea  aa  plough- 
nun  were  likely  to  be  aupeneded  bf  thoM  of  Wa- 
tms),  MrenU  men,  armei]  with  bludgeoo),  accord- 
iag  to  the  atatemant  of  Corrigan.  leaped  offtha 
rood  into  the  groTe.  Corrigan  saji  he  ran  awajr, 
and  looking  Imck  saw  the  perty  atrike  Waten  to 
the  ground,  and  that  on  returning  ihortlj  after, 
ha  found  Waters  appcchleu." 

So  that  the  crime  of  this  man  waa  the  en- 
deavour to  replace  a  servant.  Then  thero 
ia  the  case  of  Thomas  Linney,  East  Gal- 
way,  who  waa  shot  through  the  lungs.  He 
had  recently  been  engaged  as  a  steward  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Butson,  of  Clonfert,  who  had 
discharged  his  former  steward  (named 
CoatesJ,  rotainuig,  however,  in  his  service 
two  of  Coates's  brothcra,  a  coachman,  and 
Blable-Iceeper.  To  these  and  to  their  fa- 
ther, old  Coates,  who  lived  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  to  another  stableboy  suspi- 
den  attached,  and  they  were  apprehended. 
Several  threatening  letters  had  been  prc- 
Tionsly  sent  to  Mr.  Butson,  desiring  him 
to  discharge  Linney.  I  should  not  refer 
to  a  case  which  the  noble  Xiord  the  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynn  has  brought  tmder 
the  notice  of  the  House,  except  that  un- 
happily it  was  accompanied  by  very  gross 
cireumstances.  In  tnat  coae,  a  married 
woman,  pregnant,  who  was  on  the  road, 
wu  shot  at  in  the  open  day.  A  child  she 
hod  with  her  at  her  breast  was  killed,  and 
Hm  mother  waa  also  killed.     I  will  men- 
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tim  the  eircomstanoes  of  the  outrage,  and 
the  canse  to  the  Hoose. 

"  lira.  Fannjr  M'ElhiU.  of  Tjtodb,  was  the  wife 
of  a  wood-ranger,  vbo  had  made  bimaelfobnoiioua 
hj  proaecaling  treapaaaen.  She  bad  proceeded 
froH  her  dwelUog,  with  her  little  daughter,  irheo 
she  was  fired  at  from  a  wood  by  the  roadaide. 
Smne  of  the  charge  entered  the  child'a  head,  and 
it  U  feared  ber  brain  ia  injured.  The  mother  waa 
woonded  in  different  parta  of  the  body,  and  died 
In  a  daf  or  two  after,  having  previoualj  given 
twtb  to  a  itiU-bon  chUd." 
I  ihonld  not  have  mentioned  this  case  mi> 
leu  it  Iwd  beea  meationed  h;  die  noUe 


Lord,  u  it  wu  not  in  one  of  the  Ato  eoitn- 
tjes,  but  that  of  Tyrone.  [Colonel  Raw- 
don  :  Was  the  crime  committed  in  the  day 
time?]  Yes,  in  the  day  time.  In  South 
Tipperary,  on  the  17th  of  January,  1846, 
Patrick  Murpby  waa  fired  at  u  he  entered 
his  own  dwelling  one  of  three  men.  He 
had  been  employed  as  keeper  on  property 
seised  for  rent.  Again,  thq  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Lynn  baa  referred  to  an- 
other cue,  which  is  in  the  county  of  Tip- 
perary, and  it  is  remarkable,  u  it  shows 
that  uiese  acts  of  violence  are  connected 
with  gross  interference  with  domestic 
arrangements,  such  as  the  keening  of 
servants.  In  that  cue,  at  the  dwelling 
of  an  old  lady,  eighty  years  of  age, 
arms  were  taken  away;  she  was  beaten, 
and  a  pistol  twice  snapped  in  her  face 
in  the  road.  The  case  occurred  in  De- 
cember, 1845.  Now,  I  heg  the  House  to 
consider  the  state  of  society  in  Ireland 
consequent  upon  these  outrages.  I  will 
read  a  notice  issued  by  a  mining  company 
from  Dublin,  dated  November  26,  1845, 
relative  to  the  state  of  things  at  Earls-hill 
colliery,  barony  of  Slievordagh,  in  Tippe- 
rary ;  it  ia  signed  by  Mr.  R.  Furday,  the 
secretary,  and  it  shows  the  social  effects  of 
these  proceedings.  The  notice  is  to  this 
effect: — 

"  Eart*>hll]  Collier;,  Baron;  of  Slierardagh, 
Count;  of  Tipperar;. 

"  The  board  of  direvton  of  the  Mining  Compa- 
n;  of  Irdand  herebj  give*  notice  to  all  whom  it 
maj  concern,  that  the  company's  woriu,  at  Earla- 
bill  Colliery,  will  be  impended  on  Saturday,  the 
SOth  of  Decembor  next,  or  the  eaiiieat  day  admia- 
aible  under  eiiMing  contraett.  The  board  ha* 
beenreluctantlyimpeUedtoadoptthiicourteby  the 
outruea  and  threats  to  which  the  company's  >l«ir- 
arda  Martin  Morrii  and  othera,  have  been  aubject- 
ed  with  impuoity,  notwithatanding  large  reinrda 
oflered  for  information  which  might  lead  to  the 
puniahment  of  the  oKendera,  and  by  the  thraaten- 
ing  noticea  sobaequently  lerved  on  thoae  weU-di>- 
poaed  workmen  who  are  deairooa  to  work  under 
the  company  and  earn  auj^ort  for  tbemaelvea  and 
&miliea,  tnit  whoaa  live*  are  too  hi^iiy  valued  by 
the  botvd  to  b«  riaked  by  the  eontiouance  of  tlw 
worka  until  lufflcient  protection  ean  be  affbtded 
to  them.  "  RicBiaD  Puanr,  Secretary. 

"  Dublin,  Not.  36,  ISIS." 
Now  this  case  shows  not  only  the  impossi- 
bility of  providing  aa  effectual  remedy  for 
the  social  evils  of  Ireland  by  the  influx  of 
capital— for  the  best  remedy  for  the  po- 
verty of  Ireland  is  the  introduction  of  ca- 
pital—but it  proves  that  uoleBsyonpnt  down 
this  state  of  thbgs,  not  only  will  there  be  no 
influx  of  capital  into  the  country,  but  the 
social  erils  of  Ireland  will  be  aggravated 
bj  the  c^reMl  of  niirder  and  nja».    I  da 
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not  apolegUe  to  the  House  for  detuning  it 
1^  the  eaaei  I  have  bronght  forward,  be- 
eaiue  I  do  think  the  circomBtances  are  so 
gnre  as  to  justify  me  in  bringing  before 
the  House  fuUj,  and  without  reseire,  the 
Btate  of  crime  now  prerailing  in  these  parts 
of  Irelaad,  showing  that  legislative  inter- 
terfereuco  is  indispensable  if  human  life  is 
to  bo  regarded  as  of  any  Talue,  Here 
is  a  case  of  murder,  eipres&ly  for  prevent- 
ing the  Toluntary  resignation  of  laud.  It 
is  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  27th  Janu- 
ary, 1845:— 

"  John  Rf  ui  (eanntf  of  Tlpperaiy),  a  &nner, 
WW  Bboot  to  prtipoM  for  land,  the  property  of  Mr. 
FhiUpi,  of  Mount  Hinn.  There  hwi,  in  tbi*  ou«, 
bam  no  compalMr;  ejeotmeDt,  or  r^roni  exac- 
tion of  righu.  The  oooupier,  it  ii  nid,  Tolunta- 
rilf  raaipied  one-half  of  the  &nn,  alleging  hit  In- 
aUhr  t»  hold  the  entire,  and  ooa^ned  to  retain 
the  Mher  haUL  The  deoeaeed,  reprennled  to  be 
of  Tcapaotable  eharsoter,  of  aonM  iubitgjico,  and  a 
native  of  the  plane,  made  no  Mcret  of  bia  intentiao 
to  prapfMe  for  the  unoccupied  laod,  and  had  □□ 
l^^Frehenuon  of  conaequenoaa.  On  hia  wajr,  hon- 
ever,  to  the  [noprietor,  he  «■■  anailed  by  two 
men,  atiangen  to  himael^  one  of  whom  pulled  him 
from  bia  hone  and  fraotnied  hia  head  irith  a 
Mone.  He  aurviied  oolj  a  few  daji.  Two  per- 
sona vere  taken  into  cuitody  on  rtrong  luspioion ; 
but  the  injured  nuo,  evidently  fearing  the  cenae- 
qneaoei  to  hia  family,  would  make  no  <U*aloiarea 
tfndi'^g  to  their  identification." 
So  that,  at  the  lost  extremity  of  death, 
■ooh  is  the  effect  of  tlie  reign  of  terror. 
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iUtirea  and  friends,  avrare  that  his 
and  waa  dose  at  hand,  dared  not  make 
diBclosnrea  tending  to  identify  the  parties, 
lest  he  iliould  compromise  the  safety  of  his 
relataves  in  this  region,  when  savago  ven- 
geance is  trinmphant.  The  two  men,  who 
nad  been  taken  into  custody  on  suspi- 
doB,  were  discharged  for  want  of  evi- 
dence, the  dying  man  refosing  to  give  any 
explanation.  Now,  it  is  clear  bow  little 
human  life  is  Taloed  in  some  particular 
parts  of  Ireland,  I  have  heard  it  said, 
that,  in  the  five  counties,  the  great  body 
of  Uie  people  arc  tainted — I  do  not  be- 
lieve it :  the  bauds  are  small,  though  per- 
fectly organized  ;  but  the  number  of  per- 
■ona  comprising  these  lawless  bands  is  in- 
significant  compared  with  the  great  body 
of  the  people.  But,  still,  evidence  cannot 
be  obtained,  and  the  law  is,  by  reason  of 
this,  inoperative  ;  and  if  these  small  hands 
prevent  the  due  exercise  of  the  law,  these 
outrages  remaimng  unchecked,  the  bulk 
of  the  population  will  yield  to  terror,  and 
become  unwilling  accessories  to  crime. 
Here  is  a  case  in  Qalway,  not  one  of  the 
fire  coimti» ; — 


Fatridt  SwiA  wm  band  AmA  in  Um  river  of 
the  town  of  Galway :  there  ware  nveral  marki  of 
violeoee  about  hia  body  and  head.  He  had  ooms 
io  tho  town  to  give  e<ridenee  in  a  oiril  lull  oate, 
whioh  waa  diimiiied  in  his  (Swift's)  sbaenoe. 
Some  Uuestening  expreaeiona  were  naed  towards 
bimby  aoms  of  the  r^ativea  of  the  da&ndant  wha 
ware  chiefly  interacted  in  the  ease." 

No  doubt  that  man  waa  murdered  to  pre- 
vent his  evidence  being  taken,  and  th« 
cause  was  kist.  Observe :  no  debt  for 
more  than  20(.  can  be  recovered  by  civil 
bill  process :  so  to  secure  soccees  in  an 
action  for  debt  of  less  than  201.,  an  in- 
nocent witness  is  deliberately  murdered. 
Now,  here  is  another  case  in  Tipperary, 
26th  June  :— 

"  John  Lundrtgan. — Twelve  months  ago  a  man 
was  murdered  on  the  mDuntaina  off  Ninemils 
House,  near  Csrrtck-on-Suir.  and  the  fiienda  of 
the  murdered  man  prosecuted.  A  wamao  related 
the  proaeoutora  waa  married  to  a  publican 
med  £gui,  who  owned  a  tent  erected  on  the 
recaurae  of  Ballina.  On  the  evening  of  the  26th 
of  June,  a  party  of  twelve  or  fifteen  men  entered 
the  tent  and  ^evously  assaulted  Egan  and  hu 
servant  Lundrigan  with  stonee.  On  the  following 
dsy  tbe  matter  came  to  tho  knowledge  of  the  po. 
lice,  who  proceeded  to  the  tent,  and  found  Egan 
parming  hii  usual  avocations,  eomplainiag  but 
little  of  bia  injuries,  unwilling  to  afford  any  infbr> 
mstioQ  upon  tbe  subject,  and  totally  denying  any 
knowledge  of  the  asuulanta.  At  Uiat  tWe,  and 
fbr  a  dsy  or  two  after,  Egan  auppreaaed  all  referant  i 
to  the  case  of  Landtigan ;  and  it  waa  not  until  thu 
latter  was  Bpeechless,  aod  past  recovery,  that  Egan 
appriiad  the  police  of  hia  condition.    Lundr^an 


died  that  day,  and  Eg&a  became  ao  ill  that  hia  re- 
covery for  a  while  waa  doubtful.  Although  seve- 
ral persona  confidently  believed  to  have  been  con- 
Denied  in  this  outrage  were  arrested,  tho  wltneaaea 
at  the  Inqueat  were  evidently  det«inlned  oa 
acreeoing  the  perpetrators,  and  the  priaooers  wera 
necessarily  discharged  lor  want  of  evidence." 
I  will  take  another  case  in  Tipperary  (a 
remarkable  case),  showing  dte  striking 
manner  in  which  every  member  of  a  fi^ 
mily  was  attacked,  and  their  unwillingnesB 
to  give  evidence  to  convict : — ■ 

"  Nenaigfa,  Fob.  9,  18U. 
"  Between  seven  and  eight  o'dock  on  yesterday 
morning,  a  party  of  twelve  nten,  all  armed  witii 
gnus,  mLde  a  simultaneous  ruab  into  the  dwelling 
of  Michael  Gleeson,  who  was  in  bed,  ss  wss  all  his 
&mily,  with  the  exception  of  his  daughter  Jndy, 
who  had  opened  the  door ;  tbe  armed  men  druged 
Gleewn  out  of  bed,  and  best  bim  about  the  body 
and  bead  with  the  butt  end  of  their  guna,  inflietiD( 
two  wounds  (seemingly  dangerous)  on  his  bead. 
Gleeson'*  son,  who  slept  in  an  opposite  room, 
healing  the  uproar,  got  out  of  bed,  uid  was  imme- 
diate attacked  in  his  attempt  to  appose  his  as- 
sailant*' ingress  to  his  apartment :  one  of  the 
villains  fired  a  shot  at  him  whieh  miased  him,  tlie 
two  balls  atriking  the  wall  in  his  resr.  After  a 
■trugglc  thsy  fbtoed  into  hia  room,  and  treated 

three  aevere  cots  on  his  head.    After  brsdcing 
tvttn  pMCi  ef  glaif  md  aU  tke  dslfdi  ii  tka 
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hmne,  and  ordering  GleeiDQ  to  pje  op  the  land 
(91  Mm)  to  Sejwinr,  or  the;  mnild  pa;  him  u- 
ot&er  BDd  ■  more  lerioiu  rUiC,  the;  weat-am;, 
GleetoD  came  into  poneuian  of  hia  land  tweat; 
yean  ago,  aod  out  of  irhich  Sefmoor  was  diipoa- 
Mued  for  aon-payment  of  rent.  Though  there 
veni  fi*e  of  Gleeun's  >ou>  ia  the  boose,  not  odd 
of  them  informed  the  police  of  thii  oecurrcnoe. 
Had  the;  done  lo,  there  ii  little  doubt  but  that 
the  Corball;  part;  would  bara  mcceeded  in  trac- 
ing the  oflenderi,  u  the;  were  >ecn  to  pau  up  the 
monntsinB  within  leu  than  a  mile  of  that  barrack 
(Corball;).  Nor  would  the;  oen  describe  to  me 
an;  of  this  gang,  although  Gleeson's  daughter  and 
one  of  his  sons,  from  the  opportunities  the;  had, 
Mold,  I  am  convinoed,  do  ao  ;  howerer,  such  is 
the  i;ileQi  of  terror  prevalent  in  this  district,  m; 
belief  i>,  that  had  this  gang  mordered  old  Gleeton, 
not  one  of  his  Eimil;  would  come  forward  to  vin- 
dicale  tlie  law,  nnleu  forced  to  do  so.  I  directed 
the  constable  at  Corball;  to  bring  into  Nenagh  on 
to-motrow  the  son  and  daughter  of  Gleeson,  and 
■hould  their  crideace  be  of  an;  importanoo  I  will 
nport  accordinglj.  The  resident  magistrate  ap- 
proTcs  of  the  suggested  reward  (JJW.) 

■'  Charlm  G.  O'Dell,  Chief  ConWable." 

Now,  observe  this ;  though  there  were  five 
■ons  in  the  house,  not  one  of  them  inform- 
ed the  police  of  the  occurrence.  Uad  thej 
doDe  BO,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  Car- 
bally  party  would  haTe  succeeded  in  trac- 
ing the  offenders,  as  they  were  seen  to 
pass  up  the  mouatains  within  less  than  a 
mile  of  that  barrack  ;  nor  would  they  eren 
describe  any  of  the  gaag.  I  will  not  tres- 
pass on  the  time  of  the  house  by  detailing 
many  more  particular  cases;  still  there  are 
two  or  three  which  ^re  so  futfaful  an  ini- 
preasion  of  the  condition  of  mora  than  one  of 
these  five  counties,  that  I  must  he  permitted 
to  read  those  few  extracta  to  the  House. 
Here  is  another  case  from  Tipperary: — 

"  I  hBTO  to  report  that  constable  Patrick  O'Hara, 
and  iub-constables  John  Franklin,  James  Burke, 
John  Young.  John  Mulroone;,  and  Anthon;  Cnl- 
Ibd,  of  the  Clonlongh  station,  were  on  patrol  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ballinahinch,  about  T  r  Ji. 
lait  night,  when  the;  were  flred  on  b;  a  part;  of 
BMkitea,  about  eight  in  number,  who  no  doubt 
la;  in  wait  tor  them;  the  police  (four  of  whom 
bad  loaded  arms)  returned  the  fire,  but  cannot 
m;  with  what  degree  of  eflect.  The  Rockites" 
In.  I  am  torr;  lo  sa;,  told  on  sub-oonstable 
Oollen  ;  he  is  sererel;  wonnded  in  both  arms  ;  the 
ball,  which  puaed  through  the  left  and  lod^  in 
Iba  right  arm  near  the  elbow  (but  not  in  the  joint), 
has  Imcd  extracted  b;  Dr.  Care;,  of  this  town, 
wbn  was  immediatel;  in  attendance.  The  police 
taok  bnt  one  prinaer,  and  one  stand  of  arms  (a 
pistol).  Tbe  prisoner  is  a  ;oung  man,  about 
l^itcea  jears  old,  a  aerraat  bo;  of  a  &rmar. 
lb  police  detected  him  giving  the  signal  to  the 
BoekitM  to  nuh  from  their  biding  ptace,  near 
a  twose  where  the  constable  O'Hua  states  he 
■ailed  to  receiTS  some  infofmatJOD  about  unre- 
yiatand  arms,  and  a  part;  whom  the;  met  on 
patrol  the  Frida;  before,  and  whom  the;  suspected 
to  I^Ts  been  flriog  shots  and  distnrfaUv  that 
MiftabonriwodL  bnt  finuid  no  arms  with  Ibsa. 


One  fellow  on  this  oocaiiMi,  on  being  se*T«hed  b; 
the  police,  attempted  to  wreit  the  carbine  from 
sub-constable  Young,  and  turn  tbs;  have  sum- 
moned for  obstruoting  them  in  the  discharge  of 
their  dut;.  b;  order  of  the  magistrates." 
In  this  case  it  is  shown  that  a  party  of 
armed  mea  were  lying  in  wiut  for  the 
police  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
actually  commenced  the  assault  by  firing  a 
volley  upon  them.  Here  is  anouier  case, 
rep'orted,  by  Mr.  Graves,  a  stipen^aiy  ma- 
gistrate : — 

"  Dancei  are  held  conitantl;  in  the  several 
townlands.  Tbii  is  done  solel;  lo  give  a  tangible 
excuse  for  the  gathering  together  M  a  nnmber  of 
penoni.  I  lutve  had  those  danoe  booses  most 
oarefull;  watched  b;  the  police,  and  I  Und  there 
is  no  drunkenness,  no  rioting  ;  ever;rthing  is  con- 
ducted peaceabl;,  bnt  daring  the  time  dancing 
is  going  on  inside  the  houses  numbers  of  men  are 
congregatod  outside ;  I  am  quite  sure  with  no 
good  intent." 

This  report  shows  that  even  the  most  in- 
Docent  amusements  may  be  perverted  in 
the  disturbed  districts  into  opportunities 
of  planning  the  perpetration  of  crimes.  I 
have  another  report,  received  only  the 
day  before  yesterday,  from  the  county  of 
Clare ;  it  is  dated  Uarch  24,  and  contains 
a  notice  of  a  description  corroborating 
what  1  have  already  stated  i»  reference  to 
these  crimes ;  a  gentieman  named  Floyd 
was  suspected  of  having  given  information 
that  led  to  the  apprehension  of  four  men, 
who  at  the  last  Clare  assizes  wore  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  transportation;  be 
was  not  a  witness  in  the  case;  he  was  only 
suspected  of  having  given  the  information 
that  led  to  the  apprehension  of  the  men; 
and  the  report  contains  a  no^ce  in  which 
he  is  threatened  with  death  unless  before 
a  certain  day  he  obtained  a  pardon  for  the 
convicts.  I  have  bnt  one  more  case  I 
wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
House ;  bnt  it  shows  such  an  amount  of 
interference  with  mere  matters  of  domestic 
arrangement,  that  I  wish  to  draw  tbe  at- 
tention of  tlie  House  to  it ;  it  shows  the 
spread  of  tyranny  and  open  violence,  and 
a  breaking  down  of  all  vm  mlee  of  social 
intercourse,  that  is  more  alarming  than 
anything  I  have  read.  It  is  a  case  tried 
at  the  last  Clare  assizes: — 

-  At  the  Ust  aniias  for  the  ootmt;  of  Clare 
three  persons  were  tried  for  a  mnrderons  assault 
on  a  person  named  Hriiin.  The  cireum«tances  of 
the  case  were  these.  Hebin  was  steward  of  the 
steam  packet  oarrjing  passengers  on  tbe  Upper 
Shannon.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  pnmhasitig 
milk  &om  a  woman  for  the  use  of  the  paseengen 
in  the  steamer.  He  oom^ainad  to  her  that  tbe 
milk  was  not  good,  and  that  he  wiah»d  for  bettor 
milk  for  the  use  of  the  gentlemen  loinx  to  tba 
last  Ur  at  Ballinasloe,  lAo  were  to  bvAbst  on 
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brard  the  (teuner.    She  promued  to  give  better  mretingt  ofUrge  bandi  of  armed  peuabtrf:  tint 

milk,  but  did  not  do  w,  Kiid  Hehin  caawd  to  deal  tbe  Uwa  »t  preaent  ia  fonse  &re  Dot  anffioieiit,  in 

witb  ber :  uid  she  uld  he  should  b«  tony  for  it.  the  disorgnnued  state  of  thii  county,  to  repreu 

Accordiuglr  Id  a  few  days  after,  on  the  smrBl  of  the  outrsgeB  that  are  taking  place." 
the  stesQier  at  KilUloe,  Hehin  itm  ntahed,  and 

when  the  passengers  had  left  the  rtcamer,  and  Thero  is  also  one  from  the  county  of  Clare, 

Hehin  landed  alone  on  the  quay,  be  woi  stopped  preHent«d  by   Sir  Lucius   O'Brien  on  the 

by  t^  perwn.  who  ordered  him  to  kneel  down^  \^t  of  March,  184fi,  piajing  for  an  iocreaM 

uked  him  abouC  the  milk,  mmiedrntelj  Attacked  .      .v  .   .    <         r        " 

him.  fiiwtuted  hi»  skuU  in  w^eral  parts,  and  left  '"   '^"^  constabulary  tone,   on  account  of 

him  fbr  dead."  the  oaogeroua  state  of  that  county.     Koir, 

In  this  case  the  parties  mre  couYict«i.  ha'ing'ko.n,  perbaps  at  too  much  length, 

I   have   adduced   this   case   to  shot,  the  '?"  unhappy  condition  of  these  fivo  coun- 

smill  value  put  upou  hui.i.u  life,  i>ud  the  '""■  "'""cfc'cucc  to  er.mc,  I  .till  hne«y 

nuumaty  vengeance  that  is  taken  for  the  '""  '?«  ''"''"  "'  ik' M  "ut  ilom  from 

most  ordinary  actions,  and  on  the  .liiht-  "">  »'hcr  H™,,  „f  p„|,„ent,  for  Iho 

oat  provocation.     I  have  already  iu  the  P°T°"!  °'  "^•f  *«  Govemmeul  m  the 

cours.  of  the  evening  pre.ontod  to  the  fcp™™"   ">  ^hes.   fearful   outrages.     I 

House  •  petition,  signed  by  the  high  sho-  "''"''  "'conceive  it  to  bo  my  duty  in  the 

riir  and  the  majoritj-  of  the  grand  jury  of  I"?.'"'  4'scns.ion  to  enter  upon  the  general 

■w     .      .  .'.''.■  9  '.•'  nnlii-v    nf    (hp     mooaiiw  ■      Tint     laho-n     that 


Leitm.pmyingthi  House  to  pass  into  a  P"  I'J  ?'„""'   »••">'•  i    hnt   when  that 

1..  the  Sill  intSidiiced  for  the  suppression  P"'"?  *""  «,™"  <?  '«  '!™"f^V         "  '" 

of  crimes  of  this  kind.     I  netv  Kb  very  P"P":"'  " ''?*^.,1°  ■•,'"„""  "™" 

shortly  to  lefcr  the  Ueuso  to  memorials  P™"™""  «'  <?•  BM.    I  shuU  at  piwent 

presented  to   the  LoiJ   Lienlenuit  from  """«'?  «>»  what  those  provision,  are.    In 

the  whole  of  tho«i  five  countiea.  pnying  """  P  which  "he  prevalence  of  murder 

for  the  enactment  of  some  .ummiy  pii  ""'  """■.  "S""'  '««  P«"»»  >h.ll  "PP™ 

ce..  of  punishment  for  this  class  of  crimes.  "?  ""''"  '!  ncce«iary,  power  i,  given  to 

The  address  from  Tippeiary,  preaenteJ  by  *"  ^?«i.I-ieulen«it  in  Coiine,l  to  proclaim 

the  Earl  of  Donoughiore  on  the  25lh  of  '''"  iii""ct  'here  .uch  crime,  .ball  have 

Uarcb  .aya ; "'^^'*  committed,  and  then  may  appoint  re- 

..nr  r  ,        .     j  .v  .   „  r'  r  sidout  magistrate,  and  additional  consto- 

"Wefcelcaniinecdthnt  all  ■aurcesofiDrorma'  ,,       -        *   ,  ,   .       ,    ,.      .  mi 

tion  ara  dried  op  through  the  sympathy  of  the  c'cs  for   such  proclaimed  di.trict..     The 

ill^Heeted,  and  the  intimidntioa  exercieed  toirarde  I-onl  Lieutenant  in    Council   is    also   em- 

the  well-dispoied.    We  do  not  dwell  on  the  nu.  powered  to  levy  the  ehnrge  for  the  salaries 

merical  amount  of  crimes  eommitted.becauee  It  Is  of  such  magistrates,   and   the   expense   of 

^.iSS.fr'^II.'J'?""!''"'",?'","'""'  ■"»!■  uMllional  con.labuUry,  upoS  the  oc- 

ejectment  from  land  is  no  longer  the  sole  ongia  .  i  -  i  m. 
Of  these  sod  oMurrcneee.  The  .lightest  eause  is  dpierB  oi  the  diHtnet  proclaimed.  TU« 
now  Buftkiient  to  endanger  life,  and  no  one  can  part  of  the  measure  must  be  taken  in  con- 
tell  when  that  may  arise.  We  do  not  urge  tbe  junction  with  the  announcement  made  by 
inseonritj  of  landlords'  ri^t. ;  we  do  not  com-  „y  rig|,t  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the 
plain  of  want  of  support  homg  afforded  to  uur-  n^  ^  .  .v  .  -.  -  ■  .  i  i  , 
MiTes  by  your  Eicelleney's  GoTCmmont ;  but  we  Goyerninent.  that  it  is  intended  to  propoae, 
point  attention  to  the  insecniity  of  the  peasant's  under  ordinary  circimi  stances,  to  charge 
hut,  to  the  scenes  of  desolation  there  constantly  the  whole  expense  of  the  constsbulaiy  up<m 
oo«urinf,tothepreT.Jenceofthat«pocie»ofBrima  the  public  fund.      The  effect,  therefore,  gf 

ri2."SSrtr.t"2';si,-;i,rt;;'°e^  •"«  p™«'  =«>  -'".  !»■ » -.i-.  ^u  p.;- 

the  Irisb  peasaat."  mcut  ot  this  toiee  in  the  piDclaimed  dia- 
I  have  al«i  theoddre..  pre.ented  by  the  ^"'  '.  Pfn«l .  payment  by  the  lenantty. 
grand  jury  of  Ro«iommo;.  signed  h,  one  \^'i  P'"''Pl«  '"  »»'  »"  »  ''»„'•''  "1'?' 
ofthefiembersforthatcounty.theO'tenor  °'.  ^'^"^  •>'  of  M.nd.  Full  power  I, 
Don.  retting  forth  the  disturbed  state  of  the  S™  '"'he  Lord  Liontenant  not  only  to 
county,  anif  praying  the  Le.ishituro  to  pro.  ''^^S'  ""  "P™"»  «'.  "f  "iJ"»""l  con- 
vide  means  of  proieetion.  r  will  not  weary  ""l'"'"?  V  'be  district  but  alio  lo 
the  House  witb  these  addresses  ;  there  i.  .  ?."  compensation  to  individuabi  sustam- 
also  one  from  the  county  of  Leitrim ;  but  l»8  '"Jmcs  "f  a  pcmanenl  character,  and 
two  or  three  of  the  rcsolnfion.  adopted  by  '?  """  .  "}  '"',  "'  '''"  compensation  to 
the  magistrates  and  gentry  of  the  county  *=  .umving  re  ative..  But  neither  in 
of  Limirick  I  win  roil:  they  state-  ""S'"''  »«  '"'•"'l  >•  '1"?  pnnciplo  of 

-rhaimo*,.to,.ll.go,.nh..,..f.,.m,,  f"P«»"'i"  '"  pc'«"»l  "J."™,  new. 

threatenlngncrtloe.,  and  intimidation,  are  of  daily  '■*   "^''   "f   riot,   and  fire-roMing,   conn- 

and  nightly  oconrtvnos,  attacking  aU  cloeeea  who  'lea   are   liable   for  the  damage.     By  the 

do  not  join  or  sahnit  to  lam  made  at  nigbtly  6tk  and  7th  WiUiom  IV.,  power  is  now 
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tion  for  injury  doae  to  property,  vl 
moveable  or  fixed,  animate  or  inanimate ; 
and  the  power  is  given  to  levy  this  charge 
not  only  on  the  whole  county,  but,  in  exact 
analog;  to  the  principlcB  of  the  preseot 
Bill,  on  any  portion  of  that  county  they 
may  think  fit.  By  the  106th  section  of 
the  same  Act,  chap.  116,  grand  juries 
have  the  power  of  presenting  any  sum  they 
mty  think  proper  as  compensation  to  the 
personal  representatives  of  those  who,  hav- 
ing to  give  evidence  against  offenders,  may 
be  murdered  previous  to  the  trial,  the 
amount  to  be  levied  on  the  barony  where 
tiie  murder  takes  place.  The  principle  of 
the  measure  is  then,  in  this  respect  not 
new  to  the  law  of  this  Realm.  It  nas  been 
■aid,  that  this  Bill  gives  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  the  same  powers  which  he  enjoyed 
tmder  the  General  Constabulary  Act.  It 
certainly  does  give  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
power  to  increase  the  salaries  of  peraons 
employed  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace; 
and  it  also  gives  the  Lord  Lieutenant  un- 
limited power  to  appoint  stipendiary  ma^a- 
trates,  with  such  salaries  as  to  him  may 
aeem  fitting  and  expedient.  Now,  I  pro- 
pose by  thu  Bill  that  the  Treasury  shall 
pfty  those  salaries  in  die  first  instance, 
uid  that  the  counties  shall  refund.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant  shall  have  power  to 
fix  the  salaries ;  his  certificate  shall  be 
binding  upon  the  grand  juries,  and  they 
riiall  lie  bound  to  levy  sufficient  for 
the  payment  of  those  salaries.  This,  I 
need  scarcely  observo  to  the  Honse,  is  a 
principle  fuUy  recognized  by  the  exist- 
ing law.  Further,  there  is  by  this  Bill 
power  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
cause  the  apprehension  of  persons  found 
out  of  their  dwellings  between  sunset  and 
■onrise;  hut  they  ahaA  be  tried  by  a  jury  and 
before  aJudgoofassiae.  After  apprehension 
and  before  trial,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall 
possess  the  power  of  liberating  persons  so 
accused,  and  he  shall  also  possess  the 
■ante  power  of  liberation  after  they  have 
been  found  guilty.  I  may  here  state,  that 
I  do  not  rest  these  provisions  npon  former 
precedents  alone ;  and  yet  what  occurred 
m  other  cases  is  not  wholly  mivorthy  of 
jonr  attention.  Nothing  would  be 
than  to  show  that  several  of  the  former 
Bills  introduced  with  this  object,  really 
bring  about  the  efiects  expected  from  them 
without  its  ever  becoming  neceBSary  to  carry 
«nt  into  full  operation  ^  the  provisiona  of 
thoH  BiU>.  Ill  1831  there  iroa  ft  Coercion 


Bill,  bnt  no  conrt-martial  ever  aat  under 
provisions  of  that  measure ;  for  th« 
i  fact  that  such  provisions  had  received 
the  sanction  of  Parliament,  sufficed  to  ren- 
der the  application  of  them  wholly  unne- 
cessary. Now,  this  is  a  matter  to  which  I 
wish  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of 
tho  hon.  and  learned  Uember  for  Cork, 
cannot,  of  course,  have  forgotten  that, 
the  year  1835,  he  took  part  in  the 
discussions  on  the  Coercion  BUI  of  that 
period  ;  and  1  should  desire  to  quote  hb 
:xact  words.  They  were  spoken  on  the 
31st  of  July,  1835,  and  ore  as  follows : — 

In  Uw  preMDt  Bill,  if  I  righUf  uodentuid  it, 
maeh  of  the  miwiluaToiu  t«lideac^  of  ths  Coercion 
I  avoided.  It  direota  the  magiitratea  at  let- 
to  deal  with  aotiut  ofbacei  ogaiuat  the  law* 
M  thej  find  them,  and  it  bIm  BUthoriiea  them  to 
pie  to  a  maa  aa  opportunitj  of  aipUining  vhj  ha 
it  found  atnoad  at  night,  and  unleu  he  oau  give  a 
aatiifkotorj  eiplmnatian,  he  ii  aubjeoted  to  the  p»> 
naltj  of  a  miidemeuior.  Thia  is  a  great  immoT»- 
meut  upon  the  former  meaaure :  and  I  am 
glad  to  And  that  the  Govenunent  ia  eonteut 
irith  il.  It  givea  proteatian  vhero  it  ia  wanted, 
but  at  the  aame  time  takea  from  no  man  the  right 
of  being  tried  b;  a  jury.  Ita  onlj  infringemeat 
upon  the  liberty  of  the  aubject  ia  in  the  power 
given,  aa  I  hate  already  obaerred,  to  deal  with 
peraona  who  are  found  out  of  their  bouaet  b  j  night, 
and  who  can  give  no  aatia&ctory  eiplaikatioa  of 
their  being  fivm  home.  If  the  Bill  ahall  have  the 
afleot  of  luppreiaiug  the  baneful  praotioe  of  nightlr 
outragea,  it  will  be  moat  aaluCaiy  for  Ireland,  and 
one  of  the  greateat  benedti  that  can  be  coaferred 
upon  her  in  her  preaenC  atate.  Hj  only  wiah  with 
reapact  to  it  ia,  that  it  had  gone  a  Uttla  further, 
and  had  endeavoured  to  pat  down  those  affiliated 
aocietiea  which  flouriah  in  Ireland  in  ipite  of  the 
law,  but  whioh,  I  contend,  it  ia  the  <^ty  of  the 
Goremment  to  nippreM." 

The  onus  of  proof,  the  bon.  and  learned 
Gentieman  justly  observed,  rested  npon  the 
party  accused ;  and  I  am  now  glad  to  be 
able  to  coll  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
this,  that  we  have  the  sanction  of  his  legal 
authority,  supporl«d  by  the  intimate  know- 
ledge which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Cork  possesses  of  his  countrymen,  to 
show  that,  with  reference  to  proclaimed 
districts,  this  measure  is  the  best  that  un- 
der such  circumstances  can  be  adopted. 
The  House  will  see  from  the  extracts  which 
I  have  read,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  did  approve  of  prohibiting  Ibe 
population  of  disturbed  districts  going  at 
Urge  between  sunset  and  muiriee,  without 
bung  able  to  account  for  their  doing  so. 
I  am  very  unwilling  to  trespass  at  greater 
length  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House  ; 
bnt  1  cannot  help  adverting  to  some  other 
of  the  rarions  eirctunstances  which  have 
tli«  effect  of  driTiag  l«Ddlord«  awaj  from 
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am  not  miunformed,  ia  connected  with  tbft 
hon.  and  lenrned  Member  for  Cork ;  Mr. 
Laing  ii  a  nephew  of  the  hon.  and  leamvd 
Gentleman,  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  moat 
respectablo  gentleman,     He  aaya — 

"  Id  reference  to  mj  report  of  the  18th  instut, 
I  hare  now,  wilb  mucb  regret,  to  atata  that  A£r. 
Curiok  died  of  hii  wounds  thii  momisg.  Tha 
■wfiil  death  of  this  unfortUDate  f^nlleman  hM 
(preid  the  utmoit  slum  >ad  conatcmatioD  smoiif 
the  Ripectable  clusea  throughout  this  ooun^, 
who  uo  lookiog  forward  with  deep  uixietj  to  tha 
puling  of  the  Coercion  Bill,  in  the  hope  that  it 
maj  bo  Che  meisi  of  putting  >  stop  to  that  dr«a^ 
fill  and  appalling  lyiWin  of  aasataination  k>  pen^ 
Teringlf  carried  into  efTeot.  No  man's  lite  is  safb ; 
and  unleu  (he  most  stringent  and  comprehensiTO 
law*  are  immediately  enacted  for  the  proteotJOB 
of  life  and  properlj,  the  posseaiion  neither  of  Um 
ooe  nor  of  tbe  other  can  be  aonsideted  •eoorv." 
There  is  one  other  document,  which  it  is 
mj  duty  to  laj  before  the  House.  It 
contAUB  an  appeal  made  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Cork  himself,  by  Mr. 
Ryan,  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  gentleman 
who  is  on  such  a  fooling  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman,  that  bis  letter  begina 
"  Dear  Sir,"  and  ends,  "  Your  eyer  faith- 
ful friend,"  [Mr.  O'Coshell  :  He  is  na- 
knewn.]  His  letter  is  ^uite  worthy  of 
being  read ; — 

"  As  Tou  rains  tbo  peaco  of  Ireland.  1  mint 
camestlf  entreat  of  tou  to  give  up  jour  oppoeition 
'    the  principle  of  the  Bill  about  to  bo  introduced 
«tho  House  of  Commons  for  the  protection  of 
life.     It  Diaj  bare  some  trivial  dcfcfti,  moat  of 
which  hare  beeu  modtflvd  in  the  Home  of  Lordi; 
but  tbo  wcll'lhinking  portion  of  societj  of  all  par- 
"  s  agree  that  something  muat  be  done  to  sup- 
las  crime  in  this  countrj.     It  ia  melancholy  to 
lold  whole  SoBsions  of  Parliament  wasted  awaj 
idle  debate  on  mcaau  ret  which  turn  out  to  betf 
importance,  or  no  benefit  to  the  people." 
My  noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Lynn 
must  understand  that  this  applies  to  tha 
last  Scxaion  uf  Parliament. 

Bill,  which  baa 


elsewhere ;  and  of  cansmg  them  to  c 
employing  those  labourers  to  whom,  nnder 
a  different  state  of  things,  they  would  have 
given  full  employment.  I  shall  at  present 
mention  but  one  case,  which  is  contained 
in  tbe  evidence  published  in  the  second 
volume  of  Lord  Devon's  Report,  page  751. 
It  ia  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Wilson,  a  Romai 
Catholic  gentleman  residing  in  the  county 
of  Clare.     He  then  resided  upon  his  own 

S property;  he  constantly  resided  on  it,  ner- 
orming  all  the  duties  which  as  a  landlord 
he  was  bonad  to  perform.  In  the  course 
of  the  last  autumn  and  winter  he  received 
three  distinct  threatening  notices.  It 
pears  that  he  had  recently  let  a  quantity  of 
land  amonnUng  to  140  acres  which  had 
Mien  out  of  lease.  He  divided  this  land 
amongst  different  tenants ;  but  he  took  the 
liberty  of  reserving  four  acres  for  the  use 
of  an  old  servant  of  his,  whom  he  wished 
to  reside  upon  the  land.  In  the  course  of 
the  last  six  months  he  recdved,  as  I  have 
aaid,  three  threatening  notices ;  and  he 
was,  therefore,  compelled  to  quit  die  neigh- 
bourhood. When  he  was  present  at  divine 
worship,  for  the  last  time,  in  the  chapel 
which  ne  usually  attended,  he,  with  the 
permission  of  the  parish  priest,  ascended 
the  steps  of  the  altar,  and,  addressing  the 
oongregation,  sud  that  tltcre  were  then 

J  resent  the  men  who  sat  in  judgment  upon 
im,  and  who  passed  sentence  of  death 
upon  him.  He  repeated  that  he  knew  them 
as  well  as  the  time  and  place  at  which  they 
decided  the  question  of  life  and  death  as 
affecting  him,  and  pronounced  such  a 
sentence  as  compelled  him  to  qnit  the 
countiy  and  change  his  residence.  But 
he  declared,  that  if  tbey  would  form  a 
■ommittee  among  themselves,  he  would 
submit  the  matter  to  such  committee. 
and  abide  by  their  decision.  There  was 
no  concealment  in  this  case ;  Mr.  Wilson 
openly  avowed  that  it  was  in  consequence 
of  the  threatening  letters  he  had  received 
he  was  compelled,  with  his  wife  and  family, 
to  relinquish  bis  home.  Mr.  Carrick,  as  a 
fjiead  of  the  hon,  and  learned  Member, 
took  part  in  a  transaction  which  I  am  sure 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  will  not  for- 
get. I  allude  to  the  Clare  election,  a  me- 
■somble  epoch  in  the  life  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. [Mr.  O'CoxKELL :  He  voted  for  me.] 
He  voted  for  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 
That  gentleman  was  barbarously  murdered. 
Since  Mr.  Wilson  left  the  county  Mr.  Car- 
lick  has  been  shot.  I  am  just  about  to 
read  a  letter  from  *  gentleouui  who,  if  I 


The  Landlord  and  Tcuan 
been  loudlj  called  for  b?  nine-tentlia  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  haa  been  overlooked  or  for- 
gotten, and  seven  months  of  a  Seasaion  of 
Parliament  spent  in  opposition  to  an  Arms  Bill, 
liioh  proved  to  bo  the  very  reverse  of  what  was 
iticipated.  The  Liberal  party  in  the  Houaa 
argued,  that  it  would  destroy  the  constitutioiial 
liberty  of  the  subject ;  that,  if  passed  into  a  law, 
the  police  would  search  for  arms  at  alt  boon ; 
(hat  the  privacy  of  familici  would  be  invaded; 
and  that  even  at  night  wo  should  be  (abject  t« 
tbe  inaulti  of  this  ruthless  body.  Well,  tbe  Anna 
Act  has  now  been  some  time  in  force,  and  there  is 
found  where  the  police 
abused  the  power  with  whiob  they  were  invested. 
Tbe  police  are  an  efBcient,  well-regulated  force, 
under  excellent  caolrol ;  and  you  may  rest  satisfied 
if  they  and  the  higher  portion  of  the  Execu- 
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th;  diicharge  of  (beir  duty  (ban  your  o 
Sn«o«e  and  that  of  tbe  piesii  it  would  bi 
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iiure  >  &ir  admiDiitratiaD  of  the 
'  Coercion  Act,'  at  jou  call  it.  Thii  one  fkct 
doea  away  with  one  of  the  priDeipal  vgumcDti 
■gunit  thii  Bill.  When  wo  aee  a  GorpmmcDt 
doing  all  in  it>  power  to  ulIeTiate  the  din»>i  of 
the  people  :  when  wo  aeo  thom  scorning  the  tie* 
of  fnendahip  and  of  paKf  to  establish  n  Ian  that 
will  afibrd  Iho  mast  eiteniiTO  beaefltt,  b;  Kiriug 
cheap  food  and  cbenp  clothing  to  the  miliiona  ; 
when  wu  tee  them  promising  tat  extended  Fran- 
chiie  Bill,  n  Corporation  Bill.  and.  the  moK  im- 
portant of  all,  ■  a  Landlord  nnd  Tonant  Bill,'  let 
lU  not,  in  the  name  of  conunon  senie,  delaj,  or 
perbapH  altogetlirr  postpone,  thoae  good  mraaures 
bf  a  protracted  oppoaition  to  a  atringent  Bill, 
which  the  "tate  of  locietj  absolutely  requires. 
Bad  the  Arms  Bill  been  less  opposed  and  more 
stringent,  the  necessity  for  the  Coercion  Bill 
would  now  be  leu  urgent.  Instead  of  armi  being 
taken  from  those  who  were  entitled  to  them,  thej 
were  indiscriminately  put  into  the  hands  of  evil- 
minded  persona.  Thus  a  Gicility  was  given  to  the 
diaaffectei]  to  commit  crimes,  while  the  power  of 
detecting  or  siippressiDg  them  wai  diminiahed. 
Armed  persona  may  now  go  about  night  and  day, 
■nd  unless  tbe  police  catch  tlicm  in  the  actual 
&ct  o(  committing  outrage,  no  notice  can  be 
taken  of  them.  L'nder  the  Protection  Bill  there 
might  be  Mime  liope  of  punishing  those  lawless 
Tillaina,  who.  in  reality,  abridge  the  liberty  of  the 
(abject,  by  forcing  the  peaceable  and  well-oon- 
duotod  members  of  society  to  remain  in  their 
lionsra  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  ay,  and  sometimes 
during  broad  daylight,  leat  Ottj  might  b«  aasasai- 
nftted  by  these  demons." 

I  have  pointed  out  to  the  Iloiue  that  tbe 
state  of  society  in  theso  five  counties,  is 
such  that  it  is  not  safe  to  go  abroad  either 
hy  night  or  by  day.  The  hon.  Uetnber 
for  Limerick  (Mr.  Smith  O'Brien)  doubts 
that  statement.  But  look  at  Sir  Francis 
Hopkins,  attacked  when  on  his  retttfn 
from  diniog  with  a  neighbour.  Iiook  at 
Ur.  Boot!)  Bell,  shot  when  returning  from 
church.  The  state  of  sodety  is  unques- 
tionably such,  that  the  ordinary  liberty  of 
priTate  life  is  not  enjoyed.  Mr.  Ryan 
proceeds : — 

"  Thank  God,  the  number  of  delinquents  ore 
few.  Some  doions  of  the  entire  population  may 
be  broughl  to  justice  under  tbia  Act,  while  eight 
millions  will  be  benefited  by  it.  The  expense  will 
be  a  mere  trifle  ;  we  now  pay  it.  per  acre  taxes, 
a  sixth  of  which  only  goes  to  pubbc  works,  while 
flfe-siitlis  of  it  are  expended  in  supporting  gaols 
■od  suppressing  crime.  Tbe  greater  port  of  this 
burden  is  to  be  remored,  and  a  SDin  oTSd,  or  id. 
per  acre  may  be  called  for,  but  this  only  in  dis- 
turbed districts.  Tbe  only  objection  to  this  tax 
ii,  that  the  landlord  is  not  nude  to  pay  hia  share 
aoauding  to  his  proportion  of  poor-ratei.  This, 
most  assuredly  ihould  be  the  rose  ;  and  I  am  lura 
ron  will  insist  on  his  paying  a  Sur  portion  of  it. 
This  point  conceded  to  it,  I  beg  of  you  to  &cilitate 
tbe  passing  of  this  Act.  I  am  not  a  tyrant  land- 
lord who  asks  you  to  do  so.  I  am  a  friend  to  po- 
pular rights,  and  so  &r  back  as  ISSB.  when  you 
okUed  me  to  the  chair  of  the  Catholic 
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I  thought  the  hon.  and  learned  Ifemher 
for  Cork  said  this  Gentleman  was  lui- 
known  :  he  described  himself  as  a  friend 
of  popular  rights,  and  as  having  been  a 
supporter  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 


imployment  than  any  m 


Ireland.  IneTerdidanytbinginmy 
lile  that  would  call  forth  the  odium  of  tbe  lawless, 
or  the  rerengs  of  the  assaann,  unleaa  that  I  as- 
sisted in  endeavouring  to  bring  the  murderers  of 
Mr.  MUo  Bourke,  Ule  of  Springaeld,  and  Mr. 
Andrew  Bourka,  late  of  Greenlawn,  to  justice. 
These  two  inoSensire  gentlemen  were  murdered  for 
noother  reason  but  becausetheir  lives  were  in  leases 
of  land.  They  were  brothers  and  uncles  of  mine. 
I  lost  300/.  a  year  by  the  murder  of  Mr.  Milo 
Bourke;  and  Mr,  Bourke.of  the  Shelbunie  Hotel, 
to  whom  the  property  of  his  brother  Milo  reverted, 
had  been  obliged  to  sell  it  for  one-tenth  of  ita 
value,  because  he  did  not  like  coming  to  this 
Dountry  to  receive  hii  rents.  Since  that  period 
there  have  been  ten  malicious  injuries  done  to 
my  property,  and  two  attempts  made  on  my  liie. 

"  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  all,  but  merely  state  what  oceurred  on 
the  7th  of  March  instant.  About  U  o'clock  on 
the  night  of  that  day,  while  my  wift,  one 
child,  and  myself  were  in  my  parlour,  nine 
bullets  from  a  blunderbuss  were  discbargttd  into 
tbe  window :  three  bullets  were  lodged  in  tbe 
shutten,  and  one  struck  the  fender  around  which 
we  were  sitting :  the  other  Ave  ballets  hit  the 
wall  outside.  All  my  taraily,  consisting  of  ten 
children  and  flvo  servants,  were  in  the  same  room, 
at  night  prayers,  a  few  minutes  before  the  shot 
was  flrcd,  so  Uiat  the  assassin  did  not  care  whether 
he  killed  one  person  or  seventeen.  Had  the 
*  Protection  Act '  been  in  Ibrce,  the  perpetrator  of 
this  horrible  outrage  could  have  been  most  easily 
detected." 

I  cannot  conclude  my  observationB,  which 
I  have  prolonged  to  a  great  extent,  better 
than  by  adopting  the  words  used  by  this 
Gentleman:  "  As  you  love  Ireland — as  you 
hate  injustice — as  you  abhor  outrage  and 
crime — I  entreat,  I  implore  you,'  not  to 
oppose  the  progress  of  this  BiU.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  further  disouiisions 
which  may  arise  relative  to  the  state  of 
affairs  which  I  have  described  ;  bearing  in 
mind  that  these  fearful  outrages  do  not 
yet  extend  to  the  whole  or  to  a  large  part 
of  Ireland  ;  bnt,  though  limited  to  five 
counties,  that  there  is  a  marked  and  dan- 
'  in  them  to  spread.  I 
icsitate  in  the  adoptioi 
the  means  which  are  necessary  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  this  evil.  I  da  not  blame 
you  reluctance :  but  this  measure  is  neces- 
sary ;  and  in  the  present  circnmstances  of 
Ireland  I  entreat  you  not  to  delay  the  first 
reading  of  this  BiU. 

Mr.  DILLON  BROWNE  mored  thkt 
the  debate  be  adjourned. 

.C.oogic 
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O'CONNBLL  seconded  the  Mo- 


Hr.  smith  O'BRIEN  rose,  amid  loud 
cnea  of  "go  on,"  and  obserred  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Irish  Members  to 
oppose  this  Bill  bj  means  of  repeated  ad- 
joummentB :  on  the  contrary,  thej  were 
desirous  that  the  ampteat  discoasion  should 
take  place;  aad  if  opportnnitj  for  such 
discusiiion  were  afforded,  they  doubted  not 
but  that  thej  would  be  able  to  show  that 
many  of  the  erils  of  which  the  OoTemment 
complained  so  bitterly  vrere  to  be  attributed 
to  the  mbrule  and  neglect  of  the  Government 
themfl^Tes.  But  be  supported  the  Motion 
ibr  the  adjournment  on  the  present  occasion, 
because  it  was  now  within  half  an  hour  of 
twelre  o'clock;  and  asthehon,  and  learned 
Member  for  Cork,  who  bad  an  Amendment 
on  the  books,  would  probably  occupy  two 
hours,  if  not  more,  with  hia  address,  he 
thooght  it  was  scarcely  reasonable  to  ask 
his  h<m.  and  learned  Friend  to  proceed  at 
that  unseasonable  hour  of  the  night. 

Mb.  0'C0NN£LL  was  ready  to  go  on, 
but  be  was  very  unwilling  to  do  ao,  if  it 
could  be  avoided,  at  that  late  hour;  for 
the  case  he  hod  to  deal  with  was  a  very 
heavy  and  a  very  important  one,  and  he  must 
consume  a  very  considerable  period  in  ad- 
dressing the  House.  He  trusted  that  there 
was  a  tendency  to  conduct  this  measure  in 
an  amicable  manner;  and,  if  so,  he  im- 
nilOTed  them  not  to  press  them  (the  Irish 
Members)  unnecessarily  at  that  late  hour 
to  a  statement  which  might  be  a  length- 
ened one.  They  had  already  been  sitting 
seren  hours. 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL  hoped  that  the 
House  would  not  think  of  adjourning  at 
that  early  hour.  It  would  be  quite  with- 
out precedent  that,  with  such  a  mass  of 
business  before  them  aa  yet  undispoHcd  of, 
they  should  adjourn  at  half-past  eleven 
o'clock.  They  had  already  reduced  the 
nights  for  debating  to  four,  for  they  did 
Dot  sit  on  Saturdays  ;  and  Wednesdays 
they  had,  by  a  recent  resolution,  deter- 
mined on  devoting  to  Bills  and  propositions 
iotrodnced  by  private  Members.  He  ven- 
tured to  promise  that,  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Cork  would  proceed  to  address 
the  House  for  two  hours,  or  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  he  would  be  listened  to  with 
great  attention;  but  he  hoped  that  the 
idea  of  adjourning  at  half-past  eleven 
o'clock  woiud  be  abandoned.  After  the 
Com  Bill  had  been  disposed  of,  be  would 
t  to  affording  evenr  possible  facility 
I  on  tUa  Bm  in  Cominittee, 


or  anywhere  else;  and,  indeed,  he  was 
most  anxious  that  both  its  principles  and 
its  details  should  be  canvassed  most  care- 
fully; but  he  could  not  understand  what 
good  object  could  be  obtuned  by  vexatious 
obstruction  to  the  first  reading.  He  hoped 
that,  at  all  events,  the  House  would  not 
rise  before  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  CALEB  POWELL  remarked,  that 
all  the  Irish  Members  wanted  was,  that 
they  should  be  permitted  full  opportuni^ 
of  submitting  in  detail  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House  the  facts  and  representations 
which  constituted  their  case. 

Lord  CLAUDE  HAMILTON  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  the  Irish  Members  requiring 
an  adjournment  at  that  early  hour.  He 
thought  it  an  exceedingly  selfish  proceed- 
ing, and  which  argued  very  little  practical 
patriotism,  that  three  Irish  Members  should 
stand  up  and  insist  upon  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  merely  that  they  might  retire 
to  bed  or  elsewhere,  to  consult  their  own 
convenience.  Surely,  it  could  not  be  that 
their  constitutions  were  worn  out  by  their 
sedulous  discharge  of  th^r  Parliamentary 
duties;  for  many  of  tiiem  had  not  been 
seen  for  months  in  that  House  until  that 
night.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mayo,  who 
had  moved  the  adjournment,  looked  all 
freshness,  and  the  very  picture  of  health; 
and  yet  so  anxious  was  he  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  his  senatorial  health,  that  he  would 
force  the  House  to  adjourn  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  going  to  bed  early. 

Mr.  DILLON  BROWNE  said,  that 
after  the  pointed  allusion  which  had  bem 
made  to  him  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite, 
he  trusted  the  House  would  indulge  him 
while  he  ventured  to  say  a  few  words.  The 
noble  Lord  had  declared  that  he  (Mr.  Dil< 
Ion  Browne)  should  not,  with  his  strong 
Irish  feelings,  entertain  a  desire  to  go  to 
bed  at  that  early  hour.  He  (Mr.  Browne) 
could  not  help  thinking  that  it  would  havo 
been  well  for  the  House,  and  for  the  noble 
Lord  himself,  if  the  noble  Lord  had  gone 
to  bed  long  ago.  But,  despite  of  the  noble 
Lord's  irrational  gesticulations,  and  not- 
withan^g  that  he  was,  npon  the  present 
occasion  as  offensive  as  it  was  his  nsnal 
habit  to  be  to  Members  of  that  House,  he 
(Mr.  Browne)  would  maintain  his  equa- 
nimity, and  would  endeavour  to  treat  that 
House  with  respect,  by  pursuing  a  very 
opposite  course  to  that  pursued  by  the  noble 
Lord.  He  would  respectfully  state  to  the 
House  his  reason  for  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment. He  did  so,  because  he  knew  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member 


On  this  matter,  he  repe&tad,  he 
could  adduce  facta  of  which  hon.  Gentle- 
uea  were  not  aware,  and  which  were  cer- 
bunly  of  a  nature  not  to  warrant  the  ad- 
JDununent  of  the  debate  for  four  or  fire 
days.  He  considered  thie  measure  as 
vaBtljmore  important  than  theCom  Laws — 
it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  the 
Com  Laws  were  repealed  or  not,  compared 
ith  this  Bill.  What  was  the  fact  1  There 
IS  not  a  steward  on  his  Iriah  property 
that  hod  not  be«i  shot  at — two  of  diem 
were  murdered — and  whilst  one  of  hja  men 
was  giriog  evidence  in  a  court  of  jiudce, 
he  h&d  received  a  letter  to  ea;  that  his  wife 
and  children  had  been  shot  at.  No  man^s 
Ufe  was  safe  in  that  district.  Society  was 
standstill ;  no  person — not  even  the 
parish  priest~-was  safe.  He  could  bring 
forward  evidence  to  show  that  life  was  not 
safe,  and  that,  in  fact,  the  ordinary  inter- 
changes of  society  were  at  an  end.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  such  a  state  of  things. 


for  Cork  (Mr.  O'Connell),  who  had  given 
notice  of  an  Amendment—which  must  be 
prefaced  by  a  long  address — to  the  Uotion 
under  consideration,  was  not  prepared  at 
that  late  hour  to  address  the  House.  Hehad 
also  advocated  the  adjournment,  because  it 
was  most  essential  that  certain  statements 
which  had  been  made  that  night,  affecting 
the  character  of  the  Irish  people,  should 
be  effectively  met;  and  this  could  only  be 
done  by  granting  some  delay  to  obtain 
necessary  information.  Those  were  the 
eircumstaiiceB  under  which  he  had  moved 
the  BdjoummcDt;  and  he  could  not  think 
be  had  done  wrong,  even  although  he  had 
incurred  the  wrath  of  the  noble  Lord. 

Mr.  M.  MILNES  did  not  wish  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  should  be  put  to  any  inconve- 
nience. The  mere  circumstance  of  that 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  finding  it  ne- 
eessary  to  address  the  House  at  some 
length,  gave  a  peculiar  character  to  the 

E resent  Motioo.  But  there  were  other 
on.  Members  connected  with  Ireland  who 
continued  the  debate,  and  who  could  ex- 
press their  views  without  so  lengthened  a 
p^face.  The  House  was  quite  ready  to 
near  them.  At  the  same  time,  as  they 
had  never  been  so  long  occupied  in  dis- 
eussing  the  question  of  Adjournment,  he 
thought  tbe  sooner  they  adjourned  the 
better. 

Sir  R.  peel  would  not  further  oppose 
the  Motion  for  Adjournment,  provided  hon. 
Members  who  had  Motions  on  the  Paper 
for  to-morrow  were  willing  to  postpone 
them.  He  must  say  that  he  consented 
most  reluctantly  to  the  adjournment, 
though  ho  did  not  wish  to  subject  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  any  inconve- 
meace.  If  hon.  Members  would  not  con- 
sent to  waive  their  Motions  for  to-morrow, 
then  tbe  only  alternative  would  be  in  a 
fiuiher  postponement  of  the  debate,  which 
be  should  strenuously  oppose.  He  should 
f^  it  hia  duty  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  the  Motion  of  adjournment,  if 
hon.  Members  did  not  so  consent. 

Mr.  W.  R.  COLLETT  wasentirely  ad- 
Terse  to  the  postponement  of  the  debate.  He 
had  most  important  documents  in  his  poa- 
seisiDn,  of  the  nature  of  which  the  House 
was  not  aware,  and  which  made  him  most 
eager  that  no  tjme  should  be  lost  in  pass- 
ing this  measure  into  law.  He  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  addressing  dte  House,  and 
never  did  so  except  when  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject,  and  able  to  sub- 
stantiate bis   statements    by  undenioUe 


some  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  thought  it 
right  to  obstruct  the  Bill.  He  would  not 
yield  to  any  such  obstruction  for  a  sin|^B 
moment ;  and  would  sooner  sit  there  and 
divide  continually,  than  submit  to  it. 
The  country  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  form 
a  correct  estimate  of  the  motives  of  the 
men  who  thought  it  becoming  to  gira  a 
vexatious  opposition  to  the  progress  of  the 
Bill. 

Lord  3,  RUSSELL  thought  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  hod  put  the 
question  upon  very  fair  grounds.  He 
thought,  however,  that  if  tbe  debate  were 
to  be  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  it  would 
be  a  hardship  to  call  upon  the  hon.  and 
Icai-ned  Member  for  Cork  to  address  the 
House.  He  hoped,  however,  that  they 
would  be  able  to  proceed  at  once  with  tbe 
debate,  and  that  hon.  Gentlemen  who  bod 
notices  of  Motions  on  the  Paper  would  con- 
sent to  postpone  them. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Question,  that 
tbe  debate  be  adjourned  :■ — Ayes,  32 ; 
Noes,  98 :  Majority,  66. 


Litt  of  Ae  Aybo. 


Archbold,  R. 
Bridgemui,  H. 

Brotberton,  J. 
Chapoun,  B. 
CoUett,  J. 
Cnrtcu,  H.  B, 
Eunonds,  Sir  T. 
Fitigarald,  R.  A. 
H*we>,  B. 
Ilindler,  C. 
Honman,  E. 


M-Carthr,  A. 
M'Domudl.  J.  M. 
Hilnea,  B.M. 
Mobtt,  G. 
Nauer,  Sir  0. 
CBrien,  J. 
O'Brien,  W,  S. 
0'Bri«i,T. 
O'Comull.  0. 
O'ComuU,  J. 
Oib«nw,R. 
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SonMnilto,  Sir  W.  M.  ixllibi, 

Thontalr,  T,  Browiw,  R.  D. 

WarbwtiM,  H.  Powtll,  C. 


^to/tAe  Nosa. 


Aisnrortb,  P.  Hotbun,  Lord 

Aatroboa,  E.  Bowwd,  boo.  E.  O.  G. 

BuUm,  CoL  Iiiflii,  Sir  R.  H. 

Baillw,  W.  Jame^  Sir  W.  0. 

Baird,  W.  JenuyD,  Eari 

Banka*,  G.  Jooalrn,  Vuo. 
Baring,  tt.  hoB.  W.  B.      JohD>ton«,  B. 

Bcnnat,  F.  Jonat,  Cut. 

BMUoek,  Uid  G.  Keinble,H. 

Blaokbunw,  J.  I.  Labouchora,  rt.  )»&.  H. 

Borthvick,  P.  Lawaon,  A. 

BovUi,  Adml.  LenDoi,  Lord  Q.  H.  0. 

BmadvoMl,  -a.  Loekhart,  W. 

BnwBiifg.  i-  S.  Haokaiuie,  V.  F. 

Brooe,  VaiA  EL  Maclean,  D. 

Boiler,  C.  M'NeiU,  D. 

Canlwell,  E.  March,  Eart  of 

Carew,  W.  H..P.  Martin,  0.  W, 

Carnegie,  turn.  Cut.  Hernell,  Capt. 

ChiobHtor,  Ld.  J.  L  Morgan,  0. 

Clark,  bgo.  Sir,  G.  MiMtjn,  boo.  E.  M.  L. 

CUtc,  tt.  bon.  a.  H.  NeviUF,  R. 

Cede,  bon.  H.  A.  Noirdegate,  C.  N. 

Ccdlett,  W.  R.  Peel,  rt.  bon.  Sir  a. 

Conr,  rt.  bM.  H.  Peel,  J, 

Deedea,  V.  Flomptre,  J.  P. 

DeniMn,  E.  B.  RepMn,  G.  W.  J. 

Diokinaon,  P.  H.  Rollestoii,  Col. 

Doaglaa,  Sir  G.  E.  Ruiiell,  Lord  1. 

Entwlile,  W.  BuawU,  C. 

Eaoott,  B.  RaCherfurd,  A. 

Eloirer,  Sir  J.  Saadoo,  Vijct. 

FUfer,  J.  Scott,  bon.  F. 

Forim,  W.  Shelbume,  Earl  of 

Fortter,  M.  Somenet,  Lord  G. 

Fox,  S.  L.  StBDtOD,  W.  H. 

Freweo,  C.  H.  StotmtoD,  Sir  G.  T. 

Gladttone,  C^  Stuart,  Lord  J, 


SB.  Capt. 


Tow( 


Ooallmm,  r 
Graham,  rt. 
Greene,  T. 

Orogan,  E.  Wilde,  Sir  T. 

HamUtoo,  Lord  C.  Wonler,  Lord 

HanwuTt,  O.  G.  Wortler.  bon.  J.  S. 

Han*,  Sir  E.  Torfce,  B.  E. 

Haila7,  J.  V. 

Hobbooie.rt.  bn.Sir  J.     Toimg,  I. 
Hope,  G,  W.  Crippt,  T. 

The  debate  adjourned. 
HouM   adjoimwd   at  a   qtiaiier  put 
Twelw. 


HOUSE    OP    LORDS, 
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RAILWAY  AND  STEAH  PACKET  STATIONS  ' 
(lEELAKD). 
The  MABijtraHB  of  LANSD.OWNE  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  grand  jur;  of 
the  county  of  Kerry,  praying  their  Lord- 
ships to  give  their  moat  attentire  coon- 
deration  to  the  Tarious  lines  of  railway 
now  projected  throughout  Ireland,  and 
more  especially  to  such  as  were  intended 
to  be  constructed  in  that  county.  The 
noble  Ha^uess  took  occasion  to  inquire  of 
his  noble  Friend  the  First  Lord  of  ^e  Ad- 
miralty [Lord  Ellenborongh)  whether  any 
eonHideration  bad  been  devoted  or  was  in- 
tended to  be  directed  by  the  department 
over  which  that  noble  Lord  presided,  to  a 
matter  which  might  be  said  to  be  con- 
nected in  some  degree  with  the  subject  of 
railways  in  Ireland,  and  which,  at  all 
events,  possessed  much  interest  for  the 
Irish  people.  It  was  notorious  that  from 
time  to  time  surveyors  had  been  ordered, 
under  the  direction  of  Government,  to  take 
BurveyB  upon  the  soutb-west  coast  of  Ire- 
land, in  order  to  ascertain  upon  what  part 
of  that  coast  a  packet  station,  or  a  military 
station,  or  both,  might  be  moat  advantage- 
ously established,  with  a  view  to  correa- 
pondenoe  acress  the  Atlantic,  or  the  better 
security  of  the  country.  He  was  most  de- 
sirous to  avoid  expressing  any  opinioa 
whatever  as  to  the  expediency  or  inexpe- 
diency of  undertaking  any  such  worlu ; 
that  was  a  question  which  must  rest  npon 
military  and  naval  grounds.  Of  the  first 
the  noble  Duke  opposite  (the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington) was  the  best  judge;  and  with  re- 
spect to  the  latter,  there  were  many  per- 
sons whose  opinions  on  the  subject  would 
be  much  more  valuable  than  bis  (the  Mar- 
quessof  Lansdowne's);  but  what  he  wished 
to  impreEB  upon  their  Lordships  was  this, 
that  if  any  design  of  the  kind  was  indeed 
entertiuncd  by  the  Government,  it  was 
highly  deurable  that  they  (the  Qovem- 
ment)  should  make  up  tiieir  minds  at  once 
as  to  the  exact  place  where  it  was  proposed 
to  establish  the  station  or  stations,  and  no- 
tify the  same  to  the  public  with  as  Uttle 
dday  as  possible.  There  ought  ta  be  some 
understanding  with  the  Government  with  a 
view  to  see  how  the  public  interest  might 
be  promoted.  It  was  due  to  capitalists 
and  to  the  public  in  general,  that  this 
should  be  done,  for  it  might  prevent  nn- 
necessaiy   expen^ture    w   ouur   incoa- 
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The  £«RL  of  £LL£NBOROUGH  uid, 
Uiat  the  subject  had   not  been  recently 

brouglit  before  the  Admiraltj.  The  choice 
of  a  packet  station  rested  witb  the  Trea- 
sury and  not  with  the  Admiralty  :  the  Ad- 
miralty were  only  aiipllcd  to  in  such  a  case, 
for  the  opinion  of  professional  men,  as  to 
the  eligibility  of  buch  and  such  a  point  for 
a  packet  station.  It  iras  not  very  proba- 
ble that  B.  jiackct  station  would  be  estab- 
lished either  at  Valentia  or  Baiitry  Har- 
hour;  if  any  such  station  were  to  be  estab- 
lished at  all  on  tlic  Irish  coast,  it  was 
likely  that  the  site  would  be  at  Cork, 
which  was  more  advantageously  circum- 
stanced than  either  of  the  other  places. 

THE  NEW  HOUSES  OF  PARLIAME.VT. 
The  Marodess  of  CLANRICARDE 
said,  that  he  bad  given  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  bring  forward  a  Motion  for  an 
Address  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  subject  of 
the  Sew  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  Ad- 
dress would  he  based  upon  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  of  which  document  in  fact 
it  would  be  the  echo.  The  only  point  of 
oiception  which  could  be  taken  to  the 
Resolution  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
was,  perhaps,  that  the  Committee  had  not 
M  yet  reported  or  printed  the  evidence 
which  had  been  adduced  before  tbem  ;  but 
to  this  objection  he  did  not  attach  much 
importance,  for  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  were  so  notorious,  and  the  facta  which 
had  been  printed  last  year  must  be  still  so 
fresh  in  too  remembrance  of  their  Lord- 
ships, that  be  did  not  think  there  could  bo 
any  grounds  for  their  withholding  their 
assent  to- the  proposition  he  was  about  to 
eubmit  on  the  plea  of  want  of  sufficient 
information.  However,  if  their  Lordships 
should  be  of  a  difiereut  opinion,  and  should 
desire  to  look  narrowly  into  the  evidence 
before  they  determined  upon  taking  any 
decisive  st<:rp,  the  discussion  on  the  Address 
might  be  taken  to-night,  though  the  deci- 
sion on  the  Motion  might  be  adjourned 
until  such  time  as  the  evidence  could  be 
laid  before  tbem. 

The  Dlke  of  WELLINGTON  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  it  would  be  well  to 
adjourn  at  least  the  decision  on  the  Motion 
until  a  future  day,  in  order  to  see  what 
Gourde  of  proceeding  was  likely  to  find 
favour  in  another  place.  As  both  Houses 
<tf  rarliament  were  equally  interested  in 
thb  matter,  it  would  be  well  if  an  oppor- 
tunity for  conference  were  afforded,  so  that 
tliey  might  agree  as  to  the  plan  of  pi 
ceeding  for  tbu  future.     Not  only  ahould 
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ilan  of  proceeding  be  agreed  on  by  both 
louses  of  Paidiament,  but  tbc  form  of 
that  plan  should  be  settled,  and  the  Go- 
vernment should  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  they  were  ac^ng  under  the 
authority  of  both  Houses. 

The  Mabqcebb  of  CLANRICARDE 
said,  that  witb  the  permission  of  their 
Lordships  he  would  proceed  with  his  Mo- 
tion for  an  Address  to  the  Crown ;  for  bo 
did  not  think  that  it  was  essenUally  neces- 
sary that  the  evidence  should  be  reported 
and  printed  before  the  Resolution  could  be 
carried.  If  the  course  of  proceeding  to 
which  he  was  about  to  urge  their  Lordships 
were  one  which  could  at  all  interfere  with 
the  business  or  the  privileges  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  it  would  of  course 
be  highly  desirable  that  a  conference  should 
take  place  between  both  Houses  before  any 
step  was  token ;  but  he  begged  of  their 
Lordships  to  remember  that  the  House  of 
Commons  was  not  interested  nor  concerned 
in  the  present  Motion.  The  Report  of  the 
Committee  and  the  Address  which  he  pro- 
posed to  base  upon  that  Report,  and  which 
was  an  echo  of  that  Report,  bad  an  exclu- 
sive reference  to  their  Lordships'  House. 
It  was  a  matter  of  fact  of  which  their 
Lordships  could  not  but  be  cognirant,  that 
the  Board  of  Works  hod  been  incorporated, 
he  believed,  by  Act  of  Parliament  some 
years  ago  with  the  Woods  and  Forests ; 
and  he  was  anxious  that  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  an  Address  to  the  Crown 
the  atten^on  and  exertions  of  this  consoli 
dated  department  of  the  public  service 
whose  peculiar  province  it  was  to  supervise 
such  great  public  works,  should  be  directed 
to  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  new  House 
intended  for  the  accommodation  of  their 
Lordships  should  be  completed  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  Their  Lordships  might 
not  perhaps  be  aware — and  yet  the  fact  was 
BO — that  for  the  last  nine  months  the  workn 
necessary  for  the  erection  of  the  House  of 
Lords  had  been  completely  at  a  standstill. 
The  Committee  hod  stated  in  tbeir  Report 
that  for  the  lost  nine  months  or  more  there 
positively  hod  been  no  advance  made  to- 
wards the  completion  of  the  House  de- 
signed for  their  Lordships,  notwithstanding 
that  they  had  repeatedly  expressed  their 
impatience  to  get  into  it.  The  fact  was, 
as  they  (tbc  Committee)  had  been  informed, 
some  difference  of  opinion  had  imhappily 
arisen  between  tbc  architect  and  the  scien- 
tific gentleman  to  whom  tlie  duty  of  venti- 
lating the  new  building  had  been  confided, 
and  die  consequence  of  this  difiereitco  had 
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bMa'a  total  BiMpemsion  of  the  works.  The 
Committee  were  unable  to  apply  any  re- 
medy; Ihey  could  oot  eettle  the  difference, 
nor  wftB  it  competent  for  them  to  issue  final 
orders,  for  their  duty  was  not  to  superrise 
tbo  works,  but  merely  to  watch  their  pro- 
gress, and  to  report  upon  it.  In  this  per- 
plexiDg  state  of  afiairs  a  neceagity  nad 
clearly  ariaen  for  the  ioterrention  of  a  su- 
preme authority — that  of  the  Queen  herself, 
whose  palace  the  new  edifice  was.  This 
supreme  authority  should  bo  appealed  to, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether 
Mr.  Barry  or  Dr.  Beid  was  right,  hut  in 
order  that  both  gentlemen  might  be  com- 
pelled to  comply  with  the  ooreuant  to  which 
they  were  bound  by  oath,  and  take  imme- 
diate steps  towards  the  completion  of  the 
works,  so  that  the  House  might  be  ready 
for  their  Lordships'  reception  by  the  next 
Session.  If  the  aid  of  the  Woods  and 
Forests  department  were  not  now  called  in 
by  means  of  an  appeal  to  the  supreme  au- 
thority, there  was  no  knowing  when  their 
Lordships  would  get  access  to  their  new 
House.  The  noble  Uarquess,  in  conclu- 
sion, diaeloimed  all  intention  of  casting  the 
slightest  censure  on  the  noble  Lords  who 
were  connected  with  the  Woods  and  Fo- 
rests. He  was  sure  that  they  had  always 
been  auxiona  to  discharge  their  duties  in 
the  moat  efficient  manner ;  but  something 
must  be  done,  and  the  Committee  being  of 
opinion  that  nothing  oould  remedy  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  but  the  interrention  of 
»  strong  supreme  power,  had  authorized 
him  to  bring  forward  this  MoUon.  The 
noble  Marqueas  then  read  the  Address, 
and  concluded  by  moring  its  adoption. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  haTing  put 
the  question, 

ViBCOtTNT  CANNIKO  observed  that 
there  were  several  considerations  which 
induced  him  to  oppose  the  Motion.  In 
the  first  place,  their  Lordships  were  not  in 

giaession  of  the  evidence  upon  which  the 
port  was  based,  of  which  this  Address 
was  aaid  to  be  the  echo.  The  Report  it- 
self had  been  tmly  laid  upon  the  Table  last 
night ;  but  one  particle  ot  the  evidence  had 
not  yet  been  printed.  One  passage  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  might  be  con- 
strued into  an  imputation  upon  a  depart- 
ment of  die  Government  of  not  having  done 
what  was  in  their  power;  and  upon  tiiat 
account  it  was  but  fair  that  the  evidence 
should  be  seen  by  their  Lordships  before 
they  agreed  to  the  proposed  Addrosa.  Also 
a  Committee  of  the  other  House  was  now 
ntling  upon  the   same  subject,  and  that 
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House  might  think  proper  to  embody  their 
views  in  an  Address  founded  upon  ttie  Re- 
port of  their  Committee.  Having  been 
favoured  with  a  sight  of  that  Report,  he 
knew  diat,  in  one  respect,  it  ran  counter 
to  the  Report  of  their  Lordships'  Com- 
mittee ;  and  thus,  if  their  Lordships  agreed 
to  an  Address  now,  it  might  happen  that 
contradictory  Addresses  were  presented  to 
the  Queen  by  the  two  Houses. 

LoBD  R£DE  SDALE  said,  that  the  facts 
were  so  perfectly  notorious  as  not  to  re- 
quire the  publication  of  evidence.  With- 
out impnting  any  blame  to  the  Woods  and 
Forests,  he  mignt  say  that  there  had  ap- 
peared on  the  part  of  that  department, 
since  the  appointment  of  their  Lordships' 
Committee,  a  leaning  rather  to  support  . 
Mr.  Barry  in  his  delay  than  to  expedite 

The  Mahqubbs  of  LANSDOWNE, 
although  agreeing  that  the  facts  of  the 
case  were  notorious,  yet  submitted  whe- 
ther it  might  not  be  expedient  to  adjourn 
the  discussion  until  the  evidence  should 
appear;  and  by  that  time  they  would  be  in 
poaBessioQ  of  the  proceedings  in  the  otho: 
House  of  Parliament.  He  conceived  that 
there  should  be  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
that  the  grand  object  of  their  Lordships 
being  properly  lodged  should  not  give  way 
to  any  disputes  between  parties,  or  to  any 
Utopian  schemes  of  improvement.  An 
Address  to  the  Crown  would  render  it  ap- 
parent that  the  Woods  and  Forests  were 
responsible  for  the  execution  of  the  works. 

The  Ddee  of  WELLINGTON  said,  it 
had  been  truly  stated  that  it  was  the  palace 
of  the  Sovereign  that  was  under  lUscus- 
sion,  and  that  the  Government  was  there- 
fore responsible  for  all  that  concerned  it; 
hut  even  were  it  not  so,  the  importance  of 
the  matter  and  the  enormous  expenses 
that  had  been  incurred  upon  the  building, 
must  make  the  Qovemment  responsible 
for  all  that  related  to  it.  It  was  true  that 
responsibility  had  been  to  a  certain  degree 
covered  or  hmitcd  W  the  nomination  of 
Committe.es  of  both  Eonses  of  Parliament 
to  attend  to  the  proceedings;  bat  now  it 
appeared  to  be  desired  by  that  House,  and 
by  the  other  House  too,  so  far  as  he  could 
judge  irom  the  Reports  of  their  Committee, 
that  the  Board  of  Woods  and  Forests,  as 
the  responsible  board  for  the  management 
of  affairs  of  this  kind,  should  undertake  an 
active  Bupervi«on  over  the  persons  en- 
gaged in  completing  the  building.  Un- 
doubtedly the  Government  must  be  most 
anxious  to  carry  that  wish  into  execution. 


Inpsintkia.— Br  Sir  Koiurt  Pnl,  Iton  SUp. 
owDKi  m  Liitb,  IB  OnMr  of  Uh  prapowl  Mtwin  i*. 
qncUng  Tlmba. — By  Ctpubi  PcdwU,  IlomHtDiy  Hiigh 
VtiM,  Eaq.,  BuilMgr,  of  ST,  Chucoy  Loam,  mnpklDtBi 
atttlBt  Eiptaadfram  DhBitob  FriToloui  Ourgo.  ud 
pnflnf  fijr  iDqukry.— By  lCTp£«ut,  from  Honbflfi  ot 
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by     giring    pOlitiTe     inBtrOCtioni      to    the        Prion  of  St.  Amrk  und  Bwyr jaiowwi     By  Urt  o. 

Bwra  in  respect  to  the  mode  in  which 
they  were  to  carry  this  supervision  into  ef- 
fect, and  also  to  direct  Buch  details  as 
might  appear  to  be  consistent  witb  the 
wishes  expressed  by  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament.  But  he  begged  their  Lord- 
•hipi  not  to  inTolve  the  Qovemment  in 
difficulty  by  presenting  to  the  Queen  two 
separate  Addresses  from  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  by  agreeing  to  au  Address 
without  kuowing  what  was  passing  in  the 
Committee  of  the  other  House.  He  con- 
curred in  the  wish  expressed  by  the  noble 
Marquess  that  the  discussion  should  be  ad- 
journed, in  order  to  seo  what  wore  the 
Tiews  of  the  other  House;  aud  if  the  two 
.  Houses  concurred,  that  there  should  be 
such  a  supervision  of  the  works  as  would 
be  effectual. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  thought  no  case  had 
been  shown  to  justify  the  notion  that  the 
House  had  improperly  interfered  in  this 
matter.  He  was  ready  to  agree  to  the 
proposal  for  potponing  the  discussion  until 
they  should  see  the  cTidence  and  the  Re- 
port of  the  House  of  Commons;  but  he 
trusted  that  the  two  Houses  would  act 
oooourreatly.  He  was  sure  any  recom- 
mendation they  might  make  would  meet 
with  proper  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Qoremment,  and  that  before  long  their 
wishes  would  be  folly  satisfied. 

The  Marqcesb  of  CLANRICARDE 
said,  after  what  hod  fallen  from  the  noble 
Duke,  he  should  move  that  the  debate  be 
adjourned.  He  would  make  no  attempt 
to  resume  it  till  the  evidence  was  printed, 
and  the  holidays  had  passed  over. 

Debate  adjourned. 

House  adjourned. 
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Bin  thoEpbttTrHb. 

PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  (lEELAND). 
On  the  Question  that  the  Dropped  Orders 

Mb.  W.  smith  O'BRIEN  wUhed  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  R.  Peel)  to  dte  fact  that,  on  the  divi- 
sion upon  the  Coercion  Bill,  the  total  num- 
ber of  Irish  Members  who  supported  that 
meoanre  was  only  ten,  whilst  no  lesBs  that 
thirty-four  voted  against  it.  Out  of  the 
whole  number  of  Irieli  Members  present  at 
the  discussion  on  Monday  night,  it  was 
orident  that  more  than  three-fourths 
thought  it  was  not  necewary  to  proceed 
with  the  Bill ;  and,  considering  the  ur- 
gency of  other  measures  before  we  House, 
it  would  be  a  great  injustice  to  the  people 
of  Ireland  to  force  the  Bill  upon  them  at 

Sir  R.  peel  was  very  unwilling  to 
give  rise  to  an  irregular  discussion  ;  but  ho 
must  say  there  was  a  most  material  differ- 
ence between  the  hon.  Member's  impres- 
sion and  his  own  as  to  the  particular  Mo- 
tion upon  which  the  Hoase  divided  on 
Monday  night.  He  thought  the  House  had 
not  gone  into  a  discnsston  upon  the  merits 
of  ue  Sin ;  uid  h«  wm  rare  tlie  remarks 
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at  &•  hoB.  Oratlonua  did  not  nfor  to  the 
qneation  of  adjonmment,  whioh  had  been 
atij  prdimiiMry.  He  ( Bir  R.  Feel)  tturaglit 
the  Don.  Baronet  (Sir  W.  3omer^e] 
^mko  mftds  the  Motion  on  Mondaj  night, 
wid  he  meant  oalj  to  aall  for  a  deciiion 
upon  the  qneition  whether  or  no  the  Iriih 
Xull  ought  to  hare  preoedence  orer  the 
Oorn  B3i.  The  noble  Lord  who  supported 
the  Motion  distinctly  eaid  he  reeerved  hU 
opinion  altogether  upon  the  policy  of  the 
Bieature,  All  the  noble  Lord  meant  to 
imply  by  the  rote  was,  that  the  Com  Bill 
Might  to  be  proceeded  with  at  once  in  pre- 
fin-ence  to  the  Iriah  Bill.  That  being  bo, 
the  ohHerratione  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  made  had  no  bearing  at  all,  inaamnoh 
ae  the  Honse  had  not  come  to  any  deoiiion 
upon  the  qnestion. 

Sm  J.  QBAHAH,  in  moving  that  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  adjonmed  debate 
on  the  first  reading  of  the  Irish  Bill  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow,  said  he  would 
kvail  himself  of  the  opportonity  to  explain 
an  inaoonracr  in  his  statement  on  Monday 
evening.  The  inaccuracy  related  to  the 
oase  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  magistrate  of  the 
county  of  Glare,  who,  without  provocation, 
had  been  compelled  to  leave  home,  and  the 
Improvement  of  his  estate,  in  consequence 
of  the  threatening  notices  he  had  reoeired. 
The  House  woula  remember  that  be  (Sir 
J.  Qraham)  stated,  that  previously  to  Mr. 
Wilson  leaving  hii  home,  he  attended  a 
ehapel,  and  that  an  address  was  made  to 
the  congr^iBtion  from  the  altar  by  the  pa- 
rish priest.  He  had  stated  that  this  cir- 
enmstanoe  occurred  hefiire  the  first 
threatening  notice  was  sent.  That 
was  not  BO  — -  the  address  from  the 
altar  took  plaee  after  the  first  threatening 
notiee,  towards  the  end  of  last  Sep- 
tember ;  and  three  other  threatening  no- 
tices following,  Mr.  Wilson  left  his  home 
towards  the  beginning  of  the  present  year. 
He  had  stated  also,  that  Mr.  Wilson  was 
aware  of  a  committee  having  sat  in  judg- 
ment upon  him,  and  that  he  icnew  the  par- 
ties who  composed  that  body.  That  state- 
ment was  erroneous.     Mr.  WiUon  had  not 


■aid  he  knew  them.  If  he  had  known 
them,  it  would  have  been  hie  duty  as  a 
ma^strate  to  hare  caused  them  to  be  ar- 
TMted.  With  this  smgle  eioeption,  the 
lafbrmattoB  which  he  (Sir  J.  Graham)  had 
laid  before  tlie  House  was  strictly  correct. 
But  there  being  an  inaccuracy  in  this  par- 
ticular he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  inform  the 
HoDee  of  it. 
Mb.  H.  ORATTANdwIared  his  inten- 


tion of  renstiDg  the  Bill.  It  wai  headed 
"  A  BiQ  for  the  better  Protection  of  Life  in 
Ireland;"  but  it  ironld  not  jfirotect  life  in 
Ireland,  and  therefore  he  objected  to  it. 
It  was  fonnded  on  falsehood,  and  he  would 
not  be  a  party  to  the  fabe  statements  of 
any  man,  or  any  body  of  men.  He  ao- 
qmtted  Her  Majesty's  Ooremment,  how- 
ever, of  any  mahce;  but  he  oonTict«d  them 
of  ignorance  of  the  true  remedies  for  Ira- 
land.  The  peace  of  Ireland  could  only  be 
preserred  by  the  gentry  of  Ireland ;  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  but  make  the 
gentrr  do  Uieir  duty,  nothing  would  he 
heard  about  disturbance. 

Mr.  D.  BROWNE  intreated  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  to  allay  irritation  in  Ireland 
by  remedial,  notcoerolve,  measures.  Con> 
cDiation  would  do  more  to  tranquilliie  the 
countiy  than  the  exercise  of  unconstitu- 
tional power,  although  it  might  only  be 
temporary. 

Sib  R.  PBBL  said,  he  might  be  erro- 
neous in  his  impresslona  with  regard  to 
the  danger  of  scarcity  in  Ireland;  but  he 
assured  the  House  that  he  entertained 
serious  apprehensions  of  danger  from  that 
cause.  He  had  ^ren  the  greatest  proofs 
any  man  could  giro  of  the  sincerity  of  his 
oonrictions,  and  of  his  willingness  to  make 
any  sacrifice  that  a  public  man  could  make 
in  order  that  the  people  of  Ireland  might 
not  be  exposed  to  greater  evils  than  were 
inseparable  from  a  state  of  scarcity. 
Having  given  those  proofs,  he  thought  he 
might  ask  hon.  Members  from  Ireland  to 
permit  the  Bill  to  be  read  the  first  time, 
reserving  to  themselree  the  opportunity  to 
oppose  its  farther  progress — that  die 
House  might  be  permitted  to  go  on  at  the 
earliest  period  with  the  disoossion  of  those 
measures  which  were  intended  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  from  scarcity. 

Mr.  O'CONNELL  did  not  wish  to  be 
ungratefid  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  for 
the  efibrts  he  had  made  to  meet  the  famine 
in  Ireland.  On  the  contrary  he  acknow- 
ledged most  gladly,  and  if  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say  so,  most  gratefolly,  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Qorermnent  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  and  the  plans  they  had  laid  down 
to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  people  of  that 
port  of  the  country.  If,  therefore,  it  were 
a  mere  question  of  form  and  ceremony,  he 
should  acquiesce  at  once;  but  this  was  an 
attempt  to  deprive  the  people  of  Ireland  of 
the  benefits  of  the  Constitution.  They  had 
the  burden  of  the  Union  upon  them,  and 
surely  they  ought  to  hare  the  benefits  of  it, 
They  ought  to  hare  tb«  same  hiwB  as  Eng- 
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land,  whore  there  wae  uot  &n  uieritable  ne- 
CMsitj  to  change  them;  and  in  this  case 
he  denied  the  inevitable  neceesitj.  The 
Members  from  Ireland  had  therefore  a  duty 
to  perform  towards  their  country,  which 
made  tliem  reluctantly  obliged  to  oppose 
thi»  Bill  at  every  stage,  and  not  to  iJlow 
one  single  reading  of  it  to  take  place  with- 
out the  Btrongest  apposition.  He  could 
observe  to  tho  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J. 
Graham),  that  there  would  be  no  use  post- 
poning the  Bill  till  to-morrow,  for  there 
was  more  bueiness  on  the  Paper  than  could 
be  got  through.  He  might  as  well  post- 
pone it  at  once  till  Friday.  Wouhl  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  have  any  objection 
to  lay  upon  the  Table,  in  the  meantime,  as 
far  as  it  could  be  done  consiBtently  with  his 
pvbhc  duty,  the  documentary  evidence  of 
the  i^fFerent  facts  alleged  to  have  taken 
place  in  his  luminous  and  extraordinarily 
temperate  speech  in  opening  the  cose  on 
Monday  night  ? 

SiH  J.  GRAHAM  said,  as  all  the  docu- 
ments ho  read  on  Monday  night  were  offi- 
cial, and  as  every  statement  had  been 
made  upon  written  authority,  with  the  rin- 
ele  eiception  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilson,  he 
had  no  objection  to  lay  upon  the  Table 
officially  all  the  Reporla  he  had  used  < 
that  occasion. 

Adjourned  debate  postponed. 

THE  LICHFIELD  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
Vmcockt  INGESTRE,  b  resuming 
the  adjourned  debate  on  the  subject  of  the 
action  brought  against  the  editor  of  a  Wol- 
verhampton paper  for  the  republication  of 
a  report  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Allen,  an  inspectoi 
of  schools  under  the  Education  Commis- 
■loners,  publi^ed  and  circulated  by  order 
of  Parliament,  said  he  wished  to  obtain  a 
reply  from  some  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  their  intentions  with  respect  to 
this  case,  which  not  only  was  one  <rf  great 
individual  hardship,  hut  in  which  an  im- 
portant public  principle  was  involved.  It 
was  alleged  that  the  school  in  question  hod 
suffered  great  diminution  of  its  funds,  and 
had  been  kept  closed  for  six  years  in  conse- 
quence of  the  misconduct  of  tho  master, 
part  of  which  misconduct  consisted  in  his 
ill  treatment  of  two  boys,  for  which  he  was 
subjected  to  examination  by  a  magistrttte, 
one  of  the  boys  having  been  confined  to  his 
bed  nndor  surgical  advice  fur  a  fortnight. 
The  master  of  the  school,  Mr.  Coppen- 
thwaite  Smith,  was  since  dead;  but  an  ac- 
tion had  been  brought  against  Mr.  Parker, 
the  Govemmeat  printer  of  the  Report  of 


the  Education  Oommissioners;  and  an  ac- 
tion had  also  been  brought  against  Mr. 
Wood,  the  editor  of  the  newspaper.  His 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General  ap- 
peared for  Mr.  Parker;  but  the  defence 
of  Mr.  Parker  was  abandoned  on  the  ground 
that  the  Report  which  had  been  laid  on 
the  Table  of  that  House  was  false.  ^Vhat 
ho  coropluned  of  was,  that  the  editor  of  a 
publication  of  this  kind  should  be  subjected 
to  penalties  for  copying  a  report  appearing 
as  an  official  document,  wluch  was  after- 
wards stated  to  be  false.  Where  could  the 
conductors  of  public  journals  look  for  ac- 
curate reports  if  not  to  the  documents  laid 
on  the  Table  of  that  House  ?  The  peti- 
tioner, Mr.  Wood,  having  received  no  an- 
swer to  his  applications  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Secretaiy  of  State 
for  tho  Home  Department,  a  memorial 
was  forwarded  to  the  Treasury,  signed  in- 
dividually by  the  mayor  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Lich- 
field. Mr.  Allen  might  be,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  was,  a  very  respectable  mui,  and 
anxious  to  do  his  duty;  but  in  this  case  he 
bad  totaUy  neglected  it,  for  he  had  never 
gone  near  the  school,  nor  examined  a 
single  person,  but  took  the  whole  of 
the  reports  made  to  him  for  granted, 
although  he  was  obliged  afterwards  to 
admit  that  a  great  part  of  them  were 
false.  Mr.  Parker,  as  ho  bad  said,  was 
defended  by  the  Treasury,  and  damages 
of  40(.  brought  in  against  him  ;  whereas 
the  petitioner  was  at  the  last  moment 
thrown  overboard  by  the  solicitor,  and  the 
Treasury,  who  relinquished  the  defence, 
and  a  fine  of  501.,  with  coats,  was  in- 
flicted. Although  he  admitted  that  the 
petitioner  had  no  claim  upon  the  Trea- 
sury, he  hoped  a  recommendation  would 
be  conveyed  to  Mr.  Allen,  that  Mr. 
Wood  be  remunerated  by  him  for  tho 
eipenses  be  had  incurred.  Having  thus 
brought  the  case  under  the  notice  of  the 
Government  and  the  House,  as  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  make  a  Motion,  he  should 
conclude  with  merely  moving — 

"  That  tbero  be  laid  before  tbi>  noaM,  a  Coaj 
of  tlie  Memorial  prcMnted  to  tbe  Trauurr  by  Mr. 
Tbomu  Wood,  proprietor  of  the  Wdverbuapton 
Chrooicle,  in  relation  to  the  Liobfleld  Free  School." 

Mr.  CARDWBLL  observed,  that  the 
Memorial  was,  in  point  of  words,  nearly 
identical  with  the  petition  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  presented  to  the  House.  He 
entirely  concurred  in  the  admission  of  tbe 
noble  Lord,  that  tbe  petitioner  had  no  claim 
upon  the  TreMory.     The  i 
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duded  with  a  prayer  that  the  Lorda  of  the 
TreBsiuy  womd  take  the  memorialist's 
ease  into  consideration,  and  issue  an  order 
for  die  payment  of  sncb  damages  and  ex- 
penses as  it  should  be  fonnd  he  had  justly 
mcnrred.  This  {mtyer  was  considered  by 
the  Treasory  not  entitled  to  their  concur- 
renee.  As  far  as  he  knew  the  facts  of  the 
ease,  he  beliered  it  to  be  true  that  the 
Commissioners  of  Education  had  felt  it 
their  duty  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  school  at  Lichfield,  which  was 
conducted  by  the  rery  respectable  gentle- 
man who  performed  the  duty  of  their  in~ 
specter  ;  and  the  report  to  which  the  noble 
noble  Lord  referred  was  presented  to  the 
Commissioners.  It  was  of  great  import- 
ance that  the  substance  of  investigations 
of  this  kind  should  be  circulated  in  a  cheap 
shape  in  order  to  conTcy  general  informa- 
tion connectod  with  the  important  subject 
of  education ;  and  the  report  so  circulated 
in  this  case  was  copied  into  the  newspaper 
of  niiieh  the  petitioner  was  proprietor  and 
conductor.  And  parties  upon  whom  cer- 
tain obserrations  were  made  brought  ac- 
tions against  the  person  who  originally 
printed  the  report,  and  against  the  pro- 
pietor  of  the  newspaper  ;  and  his  learned 
Friend  the  Attorney  General,  who  was  in- 
structed by  the  OoTemment  to  defend  Mr. 
Parker,  on  considering  the  eTidence  that 
could  be  adduced  to  support  the  pica  of 
justification  which  had  been  originally  en- 
tered, did  not  think  it  right  to  maintun 
that  plea,  but  submitted  to  a  verdict ;  and 
the  lowest  fine  that  would  cany  costs  was 
knposed,  which  was  paid  by  Uie  Govern- 
ment which  had  been  published  under  their 
authority.  But  with  regard  to  this  peti- 
tioner, it  appeared  that  he,  acting  in  his 
ordinary  avocation,  copied  this  report,  and 
added  some  remarks  of  his  own.  Be  did 
not  enter  upon  the  question  whether  any- 
tiling  in  the  verdict  of  the  jury  turned  upon 
thoHS  additional  remarks  or  not ;  but  the 
jury  who  pronounced  that  verdict  knew  the 
grounds  of  the  defence — namely,  that  the 
document  was  an  official  one.  It  was  im- 
possible, with  aU  the  caution  that  could  be 
exercised,  to  conduct  inquiries  of  this  kind 
without  occasionally  receiving  information 
which  might  be  prejudicial  to  individuals 
and  he  did  not  think  that  the  Government 
were  responsible  for  any  statements  of 
that  kind  into  which  the  Commissioner 
might  have  been  betrayed.  There  wa 
class  of  persons  in  the  community  to  whom 
it  was  of  greater  importance  that  questions 
regardiiig   the   discluuge    of  their  duty 
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should  be  governed  by  the  decision  of  a 
jury,  than  the  conductors  of  newspapers 
themselves.  The  noble  Lord  admitted 
that  the  petitioner  had  no  claim  for  public 
money,  and  he  hoped  the  Ilouse  would  feel 
that  tiiere  was  no  just  grounds  for  any  im- 
putation upon  the  Treasuir. 

VibcountINGESTRE  observed,  that  the 
additional  remarks  to  which  the  bon.  Gen- 
tleman alluded,  merely  had  reference  to  the 
corporation  of  Lichfield,  who  had  pnt  the 
master  in  the  school,  and  had  nothing  to 
th  the  subject  of  the  Report.  The 
hardship  of  which  he  complained  was,  that 
Mr.  Wood  could  have  done  much  better  if 
the  Treasury  had  left  him  altogether  to  his 
own  defence,  instead  of  abandoning  him  at 
the  last  moment,  when  it  was  not  possible 
for  him  to  pnt  his  case  in  a  proper  state  for 
the  decision  of  the  jury. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  said,  ba 
hardly  knew  in  what  position  the  matter 
was  before  the  IIouso,  because  his  noble 
Friend  admitted  that  the  petitioner  was 
wholly  without  a  claim.  He  was  afraid 
that  if  he  even  thought  that  Mr.  Allen 
ought  to  pay  the  damages  and  costs,  and 
recommended  him,  as  his  noble  Friend 
wished,  to  do  so,  his  infiuence  would  be  of 
very  little  avail ;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
Mr.  Allen  was  at  all  called  upon  to  inter- 
fere in  that  way.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  original  remarks  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  were  without  any  effect  upon  the 
verdict,  because  their  object  was  invidiously 
to  direct  public  attention  to  the  school  and 
to  the  master.  They  began  with  a  Latin 
quotation,  "  Ecca  iterwa  Crupitua"-~ 
"  La,  here  he  comes  agun" — and  pro- 
ceeded to  designate  the  school  as  a  "noto- 
rious" one.  The  heading  given  to  the  re> 
port  of  the  inspector,  and  tiie  invidious  re- 
marks made  thereupon,  to  direct  public  at- 
tention to  the  conduct  of  the  schoolmaster, 
had  been  in  some  way  effectual  in  procur- 
ing such  a  verdict.  The  House  would  re- 
collect a  case  in  which  the  heading  of  a 
report  of  a  trial  was  made  thesubject  of  an 
action  for  libel.  A  faithful  report  of  the 
trial  which  had  taken  place  would  hav« 
been  justifiable ;  but  it  was  headed, 
"  Shameful  Conduct  of  an  Attorney ;"  and 
the  printer  was  made  answerable  for  an 
action  for  libel.  He  differed  from  the 
noble  Lord  if  he  supposed  that  the 
additional  remarks  had  no  effect  in  in- 
fluencing the  jury.  Now,  with  regard 
to  his  own  conduct,  there  was  a  plea 
of  justification  drawn  up,  and  certain 
eridesce  in  support  of  that  plea  was  laid 
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l^efiira  him.  The  whole  of  it,  however, 
oonld  not  be  proved  jutiafoctorily ;  and 
in  point  of  Iftw  the  juslifloalion  wu  not 
fbllj  oBtabliBhed.  He  did  not  conaider  it 
to  he  conuatent  with  his  dnty,  under  these 
oiroumstanoei,  to  proceed  with  the  defence. 
The  case  of  Hr.  Wood  was  quite  distinct 
from  tfaftt  of  Mr.  Parker,  and  he  was  de- 
fended by  a  different  solicitor.  Mr.  Wood 
refused  to  apologise  to  Mr.  Smith  in  open 
oonrt,  and  the;  found  a  verdict  of  ^01. 
damages.  He  should  like  to  know  how 
anything  which  had  been  done  by  Mr. 
Parker  in  the  matter  conld  justify  their 
callmg  on  Mr.  Allen  to  reunhnrae  Mr. 
Wood  for  publishing  what  he  must  saj  was 
an  improper  extract  from  a  book — the  re- 
port reguding  the  Lichfield  school,  and 
parading  it  before  the  public  f  He  did  not 
well  understand  what  hia  noble  Friend 
oalled  upon  tho  House  to  do;  but  be 
thought  the  House  would  not  wish  to  in- 
terfere in  a  matter  of  that  kind. 

Mb.  CHRISTIE  thought  that  the  noblo 
Lord  was  fully  justified  in  bringing  this 
matter  before  the  House.  The  state  of 
the  law  was  imperfect  which  made  a  news- 
paper responsible  for  publishing  a  copy  of 
an  official  document,  published  under  official 
■ancljon,  and  sent  into  circulation  on  the 
authority  of  Government.  The  Motion  of 
"Hio  noble  Lord  would  have  the  effect  of 
directing  public  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  would  help  to  dear  the  way  for  an 
amendment  of  the  law. 

ViacousT  SANDON  said,  it  was  impos- 
sible that  the  state  of  things  connected 
with  the  school  of  Lichfield,  where  Dr. 
Johnson  was  brought  up,  should  not  attract 
and  excite  the  feeCngs  of  the  nation;  and 
it  was  not  surprising  that  the  editor  of  a 
newspaper  in  the  neighbourhood  should 
have  quoted  a  report  relating  to  tho  la- 
mentable state  of  that  school.  He  thought 
that  some  understanding  should  be  come  to 
— whether  parties  had  or  had  not  the  right 
to  consider  documents  pubUshed  under  the 
authority  of  ParUament  such  as  might  be 
used  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  criticism 
and  statement.  If  they  had  not  that  right, 
of  what  use  were  the  documents  ?  They 
were  not  got  up  for  private  use,  but  that 
the  public  atteution  might  be  directed 
to  them.  He  considered  that  this  gentle- 
man was  not  actuated  by  any  personal  ma- 
lice, but  that,  being  strongly  excited  at  the 
lamentable  state  of  things  in  his  own  neigh- 
hourhood,  he  reprinted  an  authentic  docu- 
ment, accompanying  it  with  some  eipres- 
uons  arialng  fnnn  the  facts  as  he  viewed 
tAea, 


Hr.  MUNTZ  happened  to  know  urn- 
thing  of  the  case,  becauM  ha  was  sab. 
pffinaed  at  the  trial.  This  wfts  not  a  cms 
of  merely  copying  a  report.  If  Mr.  Woi4 
hod  done  that,  he  would  have  a  diffemt 
case,  and  the  verdict  might  b«  conudtttd 
hard  upon  him.  But  he  commantAd  npot 
the  r^rt  in  every  way,  and  accompauti 
it  with  remarks  which  were  most  nnjut, 
unsound,  and  untrue.  That  made  iha 
greatest  difference  in  the  case. 

Sir  R.  H.  INQLIS  said,  that  lus  noUa 
Friend  brought  forward  this  case  in  oiim 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  tka 
Government  to  the  great  principle  involved 
in  it.  The  question  was,  whether  thott 
who  conducted  the  newspapers  of  En^^aol 
could  with  safety,  or  without  the  risk  of 
actual  ruin,  republish  those  documuita  laid 
in  the  shape  of  great  blue  books,  or  maO 
papers,  on  the  Table  of  the  House— wh*- 
ther  they  could  legally  publish  those  docu- 
ments which  were  published  under  the  aO' 
thority  of  that  House.  In  the  present  in* 
stance  be  admitted  that  the  gravamen  did 
not  consist  in  publishing  the  doenmeat, 
but  in  the  heading  prefixed  to  it,  allliov^ 
Mr.  Parker,  who  had  ^e  direct  "^lytifa 
of  the  House,  and  published  the  document, 
only  had  a  verdict  against  him  amoiutinf 
to  40f.  damages;  yet  he  thought  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  be  only  exer- 
cising a  wholeaome  discretion,  if,  as  thej 
did  on  other  instances,  they  rumbnraed 
Mr.  Wood  for  the  expenses  which  he  had 
incurred.  He  offered  to  miake  every  ^n>- 
logy  that  a  reasonable  man  could  be  m- 
pected  to  make;  and  unless  they  were  pre- 
pared to  sanction  the  principle  that  tumt 
reports  should  be  commented  upon  by  no— 
who  had  not  the  privilege  of  Parliamant — 
that  no  person  should  speak  of  th^  n- 
ports  unless  within  the  four  w^s  of  that 
House,  he  could  not  but  think  that  soma 
indulgence  should  be  shown  to  this  gentl*" 
man,  who  had  done  no  more  than  other 
proprietors  of  newspapers  had  done  with 
respect  to  similar  reports,  namely,  call  at- 
tention to  a  report  which  spoke  of  a  atat« 
of  things   connected  with  his  neighhttur- 

Mr.  EWART  said,  that  the  line  was 
distinct  between  the  legislative  fonctiona 
of  that  House  and  the  exercise  of  aaj 
legal  authority.  The  less  the  House  at' 
tempted  to  involve  itself  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  courts  of  law  the  better.  He 
thought  that  a  case  had  been  made  out  Cmr 
a  change  m  the  law,  but  that  none  had 
been  mAda  out  for  Uie  isterfsreaee  of  th* 
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nw  in  the  ewe  broitglit  heton  th«m. 
Whenever  public  docruaentB  vera  issued 
dfttii^  to   the   public  good,  they  ought 
»  be  uuiiud*erted  on  bj  the  public  preiB 
if  tlus  oountrr.     While  on  this  subject,  be 
begged  to  pot  &  qaegtion  to  tbo  right  bou. 
Buooel  with  regud  to  tho  important  sub- 
ject of  the  reform  of  the  grammar  schools 
of  thie  eonntry.     It  was   now  two  years 
^Bce  the  Report  of  the  CommissionerB  on 
"•Ilia  anbject  had  been  laid  on  the  Table,  and 
t»  wiihed  to  know  whether  it  was  the  in- 
'CentitHi  of  the  Government  to  bring  in  any 
lUIl  on  the  subject  founded  on  tbo  Report 
«f  tbe  Commissioners. 

Sm  J.  GRAHAM  said,  that  in  consc- 
^nenee  of  the  immense  accumulation  of 
other  public  bueineis  to  which  bis  stten- 
lioii  was  directed,  be  bad  not  given  that 
attention  to  the  subject  to  which  the  hon. 
&entlenum  referred,  which  it  required. 
With  regard  to  the  particular  case  before 
the  House,  be  must  obserre,  in  reference 
to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
hr  tbe  Univenitj  of  Oxford,  that  this 
was  not  so  much  a  qnestion  of  publishing  a 
pnbUe  dooninent  as  one  respecting  tbe  do~ 
enmenla  which  accompanied  it.  The  jury 
did  not  qnestioD  the  right  to  publish  a 
wblio  document;  but  they  seemed  to  deny 
the  Jnstice  of  the  comments  made;  and  in 
As  praaent  case  they  drew  the  distinction, 
Weauae  in  the  case  of  Hr,  Parker  they 
nrarded  only  40t.  damages;  but,  in  esti- 
mating tbe  damages  to  ho  given  for  tho 
comments  which  accompanied  the  docu- 
ment, the  jury  came  to  a  different  con- 
ehudon,  for  they  found  a  verdict  for  501., 
narking  thereby  that  in  their  opinion  there 
■was  malice  in  tbe  comments,  and  not  a  de- 
■ire  to  do  justice.  Ho  thought  it  would  be 
most  onreasonable  and  highly  inconvenient 
if,  under  these  circumstances,  and  after 
twererdietit  had  passed,  the  House  were  to 
mterfare  in  the  matter. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

RAILWAT  DEPOSITS. 
Mb.  UOFFATTmoved  the  Second Reod- 
i^  of  the  Railway  Deposits  Bill.  By  the 
law  as  it  at  present  stood,  tbe  subscrihora 
to  an  nndertaktiig  were  compelled  to  make 
a  transfer  of  numey,  and  money  only,  to 
the  AeeoDntant  General  of  the  Court  of 
Chuwetji  and  they  were  also  compelled 
todosoenlyonder  the  Speaker's  warrant. 
obtained  on  each  occasion.  Great  incon- 
Tenienee  had  been  experienced  from  the 
adopthn  of  this  eoune;  and  during  the 
jnttat  jNT  large  Inses  Ium)  been  dtutein- 
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ed  by  these  proceedings.  In  many  under< 
takings  the  deposits  had  been  invested  in 
tbe  funds  at  a  time  when  the  funds  were 
high,  and  had  been  obliged  to  sell  out 
when  funds  were  low,  to  procure  money  to 
be  paid  to  tbo  Accountant  General;  and 
then,  if  they  reinvested,  great  toss  was  ex- 
perienced. He  believed  that  the  loss  on 
the  operations  of  the  last  three  or  four 
months  bad  been  at  much  as  2,  3,  and  4 
per  cent,  and  the  inconvenience  had  also 
been  great.  The  remedy  proposed  by  the 
Bill  was  to  permit  the  transfer  of  funds  or 
other  tiovemment  securities  or  Exchequer 
Bills  in  lieu  of  money  to  he  made  to  the 
Accountant  General.  The  Bill  also  abo- 
lished the  necessity  for  having  a  Speaker's 
order  for  paying  the  money  in.  His  pro- 
posal had  met  with  the  general  approba- 
tion of  the  parties  most  interested;  it  would 
lead  to  a  great  simplification  of  busmeu. 
and  would  alFord  quite  as  large  a  eecurity 
to  tho  Parliament  and  to  the  country. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  said,  that  tho  hon.  Gentleman  bar- 
ing cunscnted  to  make  those  Amendments 
in  the  Bill  when  it  went  into  Committee 
—*■■-'•  ^-  thought  necessary,  he  had  no  ob- 


jection tu  the  second  reading.  Tbe  hon. 
Member  had  at  first  proposed  that  instead 
of  the  money  or  funds  oeing  paid  to  the 
Accountant  General,  they  should  be  paid 
into  tho  Bank  of  England.  Tho  conse- 
quence would  be,  that  if  any  dispute  should 
arise  between  the  parties  as  to  their  in- 
terest, or  as  to  any  lien,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  institute  a  Chancery  suit  to  deter- 
miuc  tho  rights;  and  whether  he  consider- 
ed the  interests  of  the  parties  concerned,  or 
ofthcinnocent  Bank  of  England, he  thought 
it  would  bo  unjust  to  subject  that  body  to 
the  expense  and  burden  of  these  Chancery 
suits.  As  the  Bill  would  be  amended,  the 
money  would  be  paid  to  the  Accountant 
General  aa  before,  and  in  cases  where  the 
House  should  Hanction  the  transfer  of  stock 
or  Exchequer  Bills,  the  Accountant  Geoe- 
rnl  would  hold  for  tbo  parties. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL  asked  whether  tbo 
House  or  the  Speaker  was  to  proride  for 
accepting  stock  or  Exchequer  Bills  instead 
of  money,  and  what  was  tu  be  done  if  the 
House  was  not  sitting  ? 

Tho  CHANCELLOR  of  tite  EXCHE- 
QUER replied,  that  the  parties  wonld  de- 
posit with  the  Clerk  of  the  Private  Bill-office 
the  particulars  of  tbo  mode  in  which  thej 
proposed  to  make  tbe  deposit,  and  his  sig- 
nature would  be  the  authority  for  the  Afr 
eoonttnt  Gkneni  ta  Mee(l  ^. 
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H&.  W.  R.  COLLlilTT  was  glad  to  find 
the  ChftDCfllorof  the  Exchequer  had  seen 
that  an  uneDdment  of  the  law  was  necee- 
uxy.  He  did  not  understand  what  the 
alterations  to  be  made  in  the  Bill  were;  he 
believed  the  Bill  as  it  stood  to  be  a  good 
Bill,  and  till  he  saw  the  proposed  amend- 
menta  he  conld  give  no  opinion  upon  them. 
A  more  concise  Bill,  or  one  better  adapted 
to  its  purpose,  had  never  been  introduced 
into  the  House.  He  thought  the  abso- 
lute loss  to  the  parties  who  had  invested 
«id  hod  then  sold  out  and  reioTested, 
had  been  much  underrated  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman;  he  believed  that  there  had 
been  a  loss  of  several  hundred  thousand 
pounds  without  any  benefit.  The  old  machi- 
nery had  been  awkward  and  very  iU-adapt- 
ed  to  its  purpose;  and  in  the  present  Bill 
the  country  and  the  railway  proprietors 
wonld  find  a  great  boon. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 


DESTITUTE  POOR  (IRELAND). 
Ma.  P.  SCROPE,  in  moving  the  sei 
reading  of  this  Bill,  would  shortly  state 
hu  r^sdhs  for  introducing  it,  which  he 
had  not  before  an  opportunity  of  doing, 
owing  to  the  facilities  he  had  given  for  con- 
tinuing the  Com  Law  debates.  And,  first, 
he  must  apologize  to  the  House  for  taking 
upon  himself  a  task  which  exceeded  the 
limits  of  his  poor  abilities,  and  a  subject 
of  such  great  importance.  That  apology 
would  be  the  statement  which,  without  any 
egotism,  ho  might  perhaps  make,  that  this 
was  not  the  first  time  he  had  given  his  at- 
tention to  matters  of  this  kind.  For  the 
last  twenty  years  he  had  taken  a  great  in- 
terest in  the  condition  of  tlie  poor  in  Ire- 
land, and  hod  urged  upon  the  House  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  making  pro- 
vision for  the  poor  in  Ireland  ou  the  mo- 
del of  that  which  had  been  in  operation  for 
two  centuries  and  a  half  with  the  best  re- 
suits  in  Bnglaod.  He  might  mention  that, 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  Coercion  Bill 
in  1834,  he  felt  so  strongly  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity and  justice  of  introducing  measures 
for  the  reUef  of  the  destitute  poor  who 
were  driven  by  desperation  to  the  commis- 
non  of  crime  in  Ireland,  that  he  then 
moved  the  fullowing  Resolution  : — 

"  That,  in  order  to  Mcnra  lile  and  property 
lieUnd,  to  remove  all  prewxt  (or  criminal  ot 
ngot,  uid  to  gire  etfuct  to  whatever  meuare  of 
•averitr  ma;  be  adopted  for  their  inppmiit 
il  eipedi«Eit  that  tho  population  of  that  iilai 
aMored  of  tbo  means  or  ■upporting  lift  bf  peace- 
M  and  bcorat  indtMrj' ;  and  this  fioiue  will  turn 


That  was  twelve  years  ago.  On  the  third 
reading  of  the  Coercion  Bill  of  the  next 
year,  in  1835,  he  divided  the  House  on 
Resolutions  very  much  to  the  tenor  of  the 
preceding  one.  On  other  occasions  he 
hod  co-operated  with  hon.  Members  of 
that  House,  who  concurred  with  him  in 
that  a  poor  law  was  essential  to 
itenance  of  tranquillity  and  tho  im- 
provement of  the  resources  of  Ireland. 
The  public  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  mat' 
ter,  and  eventually  the  Government  of  that 
day  felt  themselves  compeUed  to  take  the 
question  up,  and  appointed  a  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Ire- 
land. At  the  end  of  the  second  year  the 
Commissioners  made  their  Report,  and  that 
Report  was  very  much  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sures he  had  advocated.  In  the  concluding 
passage  of  it  they  siud — 

"  Upon  the  bft  canudrntion  which  we  have 
been  able  to  give  to  Iha  whole  eabject.  we  think 
that  a  legal  provision  ahoald  be  made  and  ratei 
levied  iU  hereinafter  meationed.  for  the  relief  aod 
■upport  of  incurable  as  well  aa  curable  lunatici, 
of  idioti,  epileptic  persona,  cripple*,  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  blind  poor,  and  all  who  labour  auder 
pennatient  bodilir  inflrmitiei—auch  relief  and  lap- 
port  to  be  afforded  within  the  walli  of  public  ia- 
ttitutioDi :  also  (or  the  relief  of  tbo  lick  poor 
in  hoepitale,  itiBrmarici,  nnd  convaleKent  pals' 
bliahmentii,  or  bj  extern  attendaaee  and  a  snpply 
of  food  as  well  as  mediciae,  where  the  peraona  ta 
be  relieved  are  not  in  a  atate  to  be  removed  from 
home  ;  also  for  the  purpose  of  emigration,  for  the 
anpport  of  penitentiaries  in  which  vagranta  ma; 
be  sent,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  deserted  chil- 
dren ;  also  towanii  the  relief  of  aged  and  inflrm 
penona,  of  orphana,  of  helpless  widows  with  young 
children,  of  the  fomtlies  of  >irk  penoni,  and  <H 
casual  destitution." 

Their  plan  amounted,  in  fact,  to  a  system 
of  indoor  and  outdoor  reUef,  competent  to 
supply  all  that  was  wanted  for  the  poor  in 
Ireland.  The  able-bodied,  it  is  true,  were 
excepted,  hot  to  them  relief  by  emigration 
was  recommended ;  and  the  Report  went 
the  whole  length  of  the  principles  he  had 
supported — a  right  to  relief  to  some  extent 
or  other  to  save  man,  woman,  or  child  from 
perishing  from  want ;  and  that  some  legal 
provision  shoidd  be  made  for  them.  Fur- 
ther than  that,  he  had  not  wged  the  prin- 
ciple, except  that  if  emigration  did  not  af- 
ford sufficient  relief,  someother  mode  should 
be  adopted.  The  Government,  however, 
were  not  saUsfied  with  that  Report ;  and 
they  sent  over  another  Commiasioner,  Ur. 
NicboUs,  at  the  close  of  1836  ;  and  that 
Gentleman,  at  the  end  of  a  few  months'  re- 
sidence tbere,  returned  with  anothw  Re- 
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|lort,  in  whtcb  he  recominendod  that  the 
relief  to  the  poor  should  be  confined  to  the 
workhouse  Bystem ;  aod  upon  that  principli 
the  Bill  of  the  following  ve&r  waa  framed. 
Bnt  that  Bill  iroe  deficient  in  that  which, 
his  mind,  should  always  he  at  the  bottom 
of  anj  practical  system  of  relief,  namely,  a 
right  to  relief  in  some  way  or  other  for 
those  who  were  in  dread  of  starvation,  and 
who  might  thereby  be  driven  into  crime. 
The  pubUc  were  satisfied  at  the  time,  no 
doubt,  by  the  introduction  of  a  measure 
oaUing  itiwlf  an  Irish  Poor  Law,  and  it 
pftssed,  perfa^ts,  without  being  scrutinized 
Km  closely  as  to  the  relief  it  proposed  to 
give.  The  public  had  been  ci»nparativelT 
tmnquil  since ;  nor  had  he  interfered, 
b^g  deatrouB  to  see,  in  the  first  pli 
iriiat  the  system  then  established  would  be 
— to  see  the  workhouses  built ;  the  last  of 
which,  he  beliered,  was  only  finished  last 
year — and  partly  to  see  how  the  system, 
ooofining  itsdf  to  workhouse  relief,  would 
act.  But  the  time  was  now  come  when  it 
would  neither  satisfy  the  public  nor 
principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  that  re- 
lief should  be  confined  to  the  miserable  and 
■canty  system  at  present  in  force  in  Ire- 
land under  that  law.  7he  test  of  any 
system  of  poor  relief  or  any  other  must  be 
— has  it  answered  its  purpose,  or  fulfilled 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  enacted ! 
Now,  what  were  the  objects  for  which  a 
poor  law  was  required  in  Ireland,  or  in  any 
other  country  ?  They  appeared  to  him  to 
be  threefold.  The  first  was  the  relief  of 
the  destitute,  as  a  matter  of  charity  and 
htnnanity,  ou  the  ground  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  human  feeling  to  allow  the  poor 
to  perish  in  the  streets  from  want  ;  and 
that  it  was  much  more  economical  to  re- 
lieve them  by  a  proper  system  of  relief  at 
the  expense  of  the  community,  than  by 
alms  being  given,  or  by  any  other  mode. 
The  second  object  was,  as  a  measure  of 
police,  to  enable  the  law  to  put  down  men* 
dicancy  and  vagrancy,  which  were  contrary 
to  all  moral  order  and  cleanliness,  and  to 
the  iDdnHtrioushahits  of  the  population;  hut 
that  coold  not  be  done  unless  they  granted  a 
right  to  relief.  The  right  hon.  Baronet(Sir  J, 
Grahun)  said  the  other  night  that  the  Irish 
>  bad  a  right  to  beg;  bnt  he  thought  it  was 
conceded  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  it 
WB8  not  for  the  advantage  of  the  commu- 
nity that  that  privilege  should  he  exer- 
cised; and  from  the  filth,  immorality,  pro- 
fligacy, and  waste  it  engendered  tluvugh- 
OUt  the  country,  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  be  put  down.  The  third  object  of  a 
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Poor  Law  in  any  countiy  was,  he  believed, 
to  give  that  protection  to  the  life  of  the 
poor  man  which  ought  to  be  the  foundation 
of  all  law,  and  which  was  necessary  to  take 
from  him  the  plea  of  absolute  necessity  as 
an  excuse  for  crime.  The  law  of  the  land, 
he  beUeved,  sanctioned  the  commission  ol 
crime  in  the  eitremest  necessity;  he  be- 
lieved that  the  Judges  of  the  land  had  said 
tiiat  stealing  a  loaf  from  a  shop  by  a  man 
who  was  starving  from  hmiger  was  not 
punishable  by  law.  [  The  ArroiuniT  Gene- 
ral :  That  is  not  so.]  At  all  events  you 
cannot  punish  a  man  who  was  starving,  and 
who  helped  himself  for  the  puniose  of  nuun- 
taining  life  to  the  nearest  food  at  hand; 
and  therefore  unless  tbey  could  give  relief, 
they  could  not  justify  the  law  which  pro- 
tected any  property  whatever,  especiallj 
property  in  land,  which  was  the  common 
gift  of  the  Creator  to  mankind  upon  which 
to  maint^n  themselves;  and  he  asserted 
indisputably  that  when  they  established  a 
monopoly  of  the  land  of  a  country  in  the 
hands  of  a  large  or  a  small  number  of  pro- 
prietors, the  mass  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country  had  a  right  to  call  upon  Parlia- 
ment to  give  them  some  other  resources  to 
secure  them  fr^m  absolute  want,  and  from 

Sarishing  upon  the  face  of  the  land  which 
od  had  given  them  to  support  themselves. 
These  were  the  three  objects  of  all  Poor 
Laws  in  any  country  which  hoped  to  be- 
come civilized.  Now  let  them  ask  how  far 
those  purposes  had  been  answered  under 
the  law  established  with  the  name  of  » 
Poor  Law  in  Ireland,  in  1837.  Why,  re- 
lief being  confined  to  the  workhouses, 
which  would  barely  oont^n  one  per  cent 
of  the  population  of  Ireland,  it  was  beyond 
doubt  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  not  only 
the  extraordinary  destitution  that  occa- 
sionally occurred  in  that  country,  but 
the  permanent  destitution,  could  not  be  re- 
lieved by  the  present  system.  The  amount 
of  destitution  there  was  no  doubt  bey«|^ 
that  of  Snglaud,  as  compared  to  the  total 
population ;  yet  in  England  the  number 
of  destitute  persons  numbered  about  10 
per  cent.  The  number  of  workhouses 
was  53i,  and  no  leas  a  proportion  thaa 
six-sevenths  of  the  entire  number  of  pau-, 
pers  had  outdoor  relief.  Bnt  ia  li«> 
land,  under  the  existing  Poor  Law,  thej 
had  not  the  means  of  relieving  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  population.  In  proof 
of  the  state  of  feeling  in  Ireland  upon 
this  subject,  he  would  csU  attention  to 
the  petition  from  the  town  council  of  Id- 
meriok,  in  which  they  said,  titat  ia  Hn 
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Keport  of  Lord  Devon's  Commission  it  was 
stated  that  there  were  in  Ireland  2,385,000 
persons  in  absolute  pauperism,  and  yet 
that  tliero  were  not  norkliouses  to  contain 
more  than  90,000  persons.  Could  they 
possibly  call  that  an  adequate  measure  of 
relief  for  the  poor  ?  And  the  petition  went 
on  to  say  that  if  the  workhouses  were 
meant  not  to  relieve  pauperisni,  but  rather 
destitution,  they  did  not  even  accomplish 
that  object;  for  although  the  Poor  Laws 
had  been  five  years  in  operation,  yet, 
by  the  last  census,  it  appeared  that  the 
country  was  perhaps  worse  than  when  Hr. 
Nieholla  made  his  report.  In  fact,  those 
great  buildings  intended  for  workhouses 
had  become  immense  infirmaries  and  hos- 
pitals throughout  the  country,  and  as  such 
they  had  done  much  good;  but  towards  ef- 
fecting the  first  object  of  the  Poor  Law  they 
had  done  almost  nothing.  It  was  clear  then 
that  towards  relieving  the  destitution  of 
Ireland  the  existing  Poor  Law  had  done 
Tery  little.  lie  then  proceeded  to  ask, 
vhethcr  it  answered  the  second  purpose  he 
bad  mentioned,  that  of  enabling  the  law  to 
put  down  mendicancy  and  Tagrancy  ?  It 
bad  not  touched  that  system,  for  it  prevail- 
ed from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  It  was  impossible  for  any  one  to 
land  in  Ireland  without  being  immediately 
■nrrounded  with  such  a  crowd  of  wretched 
mendicants  as  could  not  bo  surpassed  by 
any  other  country  in  the  world;  and  in  the 
cottages  throughout  Ireland  they  would 
find  the  poor  inmates  sharing  their  last 
potato  with  the  beggars  that  crowded 
round  the  door  asking  for  relief.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  spoke  of  the  Irish  hav- 
ing a  right  to  beg  for  their  subsistence;  he 
eould  not  have  been  in  earnest;  and  he 
eaOed  upon  the  Government  to  declare 
diemeelves  clearly  on  this  matter,  and  to 
■ay  whether  they  intended  to  recommend 
to  Parliament  any  measure  to  put  down 
&e  mass  of  vagrancy  and  mendicancy  in 
Ireland,  or  what  they  thought  tiie  present 
ttate  of  things  there  required.  He  knew 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  said  that  the 
majority  of  the  population  there  were  Ro- 
man Catholics,  and  that  it  was  a  prin- 
tiple  of  those  of  the  CMholic  persuasion 
to  give  alma  to  a  great  extent.  No  doubt 
it  was,  and  every  one  must  admire  the 
humanity  that  dictated  such  a  course;  hut 
be  did  not  believe  that  it  was  a  principle  of 
the  Catholic  religion  that  such  a  system'  of 
almsgiving  sbonM  be  substituted  for  a  per- 
faetly  organized  and  legal  system  of  relief. 
He  would  call  to  the  attentioa  of  the  right 


hon.  Baronet  the  state  of  things  in  Bel- 
gium, which  was  a  Catholic  country,  where 
they  had  a  system  of  organised  relief,  which 
did  secure  to  the  starving  man  rehef  in  des- 
titution, and  which  he  believed  had  also 
the  effect  of  iucreawng  the  cultivation  of 
land  and  the  development  of  industry  to  an 
extraordinary  degree,  and  of  repressing  that 
spirit  of 'turbulence  which  prevailed  so 
strongly  in  Ireland.  He  now  came  to  the 
third  object  which,  as  he  contended,  aPoor 
Law  ought  to  have  in  view — namely,  as  a 
measure  of  justice  and  policy  to  give  to 
every  inhabitant  of  the  laud  some  means  of 
subsistence,  and  to  take  irom  him,  there- 
fore, the  plea  of  destitution  and  want  as  an 
excuse  for  crime.  Not  giving  the  right  of 
relief,  they  left  the  poor  of  Ireland  with 
that  plea  for  the  commission  of  crime,  in 
order  to  secure  themselves  in  existence. 
The  only  way  to  put  a  step  to  these  out- 
rages, for  which  Coercion  Bills  were  but 
a  temporary  remedy,  was  to  give  a  right 
to  a  maintenance  upon  the  land  of  their 
birth  and  of  their  forefathers,  and  so  to 
take  from  them  the  plea  of  the  neces- 
sity of  combining  together  against  the 
law.  That  course  he  urged  in  1834  in 
connexion  with  this  subject.  Id  that 
year  he  printed  a  small  pnbUcation  un- 
der the  title  of  Bow  U  Ireland  to  be 
Governed?  and  it  contained  this  pas- 
sage:— 

"  Does  the  law,  than,  protect  tha  Iriih  pnuant  ? 
Not  from  ituTstioD  !  It  da«  not  protect  Mm 
from  being  thmsC  out  from  his  borne  and  little 
holding  into  absolute  detCitutioa.  to  periih  on 
the  highway!  of  famine,  or  to  mate  avajr  in 
tboie  abode!  of  filth,  miaerr,  and  diieus,  in  the 
mburbi  of  the  town*,  which  Dr.  Dojle  >o  ikith- 
flillf  dricribes  as  the  ordinarr  refuge  and  dying- 
place  of  the  ejected  cottier  and  hii  bmily.  It 
doea  not  protect  him  from  being  viiitcd  by  this 
&I8  at  the  command  of  an  absentee  landlord,  who 
ma;  desire  to  clear  his  property  of  !ome  of  the 
human  incmnbrences  irbom  God  has  brought  inta 
being  upon  it.  The  law  affords  the  Irish  peasant 
no  protection  from  so  horrible  ■  &te.  Hundreds 
are  at  present  eipoied  to  it.  Millions  know  that 
thev  are  liable  to  it.  Can  the  law  justly  require 
their  allegiance  t  Can  we  expect  them  wiUirigly  to 
pay  it  ?  No,  the  peasantry  of  Ireland  fbel  that  the 
law  places  their  live!  at  the  merey  of  the  few, 
whom  it  inTBatii  with  sovereign  power  over  the 
land  of  their  native  country — with  power  to  sweep 
them  at  will  off  its  sur&ce." 

That  language  was  justified  by  facts,  and 
in  attempting  to  prove  those  facts  he 
was  only  embarrassed  by  a  multiplicity  of 
proofs.  But  he  would  take  the  assertion 
of  a  gentleman  who,  in  1834,  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Qovemment  as  the  Secretary 
to  the  foot  Law  ComminuDD,  and  who 
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Itod,  perlups  more' than  koj  other  m&n,  an 
opportumtf  of  forming  a  correct  judgment 
«  the  esse;  for,  during  the  two  ^eors  of 
tlie  ConUnissitmers'  Inquirj,  he  had  to 
travel  over  Ireland  to  obtain  eTidcnce,  and 
to  make  an  abstract  of  the  proceedinga  of 
the  ConuaiBsioners.  That  gentleman,  Mr. 
Rerabs,  a&id  that  nine-tenths  of  the  out- 


proper  relief  for  ue  poor.  6ut  he  wished, 
without  further  quotations,  to  laj  the 
caae  broikdlj  before  the  House,  and  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
&cta  which  it  was  imposuble  could  be 
denied.  The  first  tact  was  this : — There 
were  two  systems  of  law  in  Ireland:  one 
was  the  law  of  the  land;  but  in  what  light 
did  the  Irish  peasantry  regard  it !  They 
hated  it,  resisted  it,  and  straggled  against 
it,  because  they  felt  that  it  oppressed  them. 
The  other  law  was  an  agrarian  law,  which 
was  general  throughout  Ireland.  It  was  more 
or  less  dormant  in  particular  parts — but 
why  1  Because  it  was  not  resisted  by  the 
landlords  or  by  the  ministers  of  law.  Evi- 
deoce  given  in  the  year  1834,  proved  that 
when  the  Irish  peasant  was  driven  from 
his  land,  he  had  no  resource  but  crime 
to  escape  destitution.  There  was  there- 
fore a  general  feeling  among  the  labour- 
ing community  to  make  common  cause 
with  those  who  were  ejected,  as  the  only 
means  of  preventing  ejectments.  The  Oc- 
cupation of  Land  in  Ireland  Conunission  dis- 
tinctly stated,  that  agrarian  outrages  pre- 
railed  through  the  whole  of  Ireland;  and 
this  statement  was  corroborated  by  the 
ConstabuIaiT  Returns  of  1844,  the  latest  of 
which  we  had  poBsesuon.  It  appeared 
from  these  returns  that  there  were  some 
agrarian  outrages  in  eveiy  county — ^from 
five,  ui,  and  eight,  in  the  counties  of  An- 
trim, Armagh,  and  Wicklow,  to  48  in 
Clare,  29  in  Galway,  67  in  King's  County, 
73  in  Limenck,  73  in  Leitrim,  93  in  Ros- 
eonunon,  and  254  in  Tipperary.  The 
right  hen.  Baronet,  on  moving  the  first 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  Protection  of 
Life  and  Property  m  Ireland,  stated,  that 
outrages  were  restricted  to  £ve  counties  in 
Ireland.  But  be  must  have  meant  the  in- 
crease of  outrages,  the  increase  of  the  per 
centage  of  crimee.  If  it  were  said  that 
outrages  did  not  prevaO  throughout  Ireland 
as  in  Tipperary,  or  8«  in  the  five  counties 
meutionea  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  it 
im  because  the  agruian  law  had  super- 
seded, to  a  certun  extent,  the  law  of  the 
land,  ud  twd  fulfilled  Ha 'duty  gf  protecting 


the  lives  of  the  peasantnr.  For,  he  i»> 
peated,  the  law  of  the  land  did  not  protest 
eidier  the  life  or  property  of  the  Irish  pea- 
sant, while  the  agrarian  laws,  enacted  by 
themselves,  did  protect,  to  a  oonsiderabu 
extent,  both  life  and  property.  This  was 
painful  to  admit ;  but  if  he  succeeded  in 
proving  it,  the  conclusion  was  obvious,  that 
until  we  harmomse  the  law  of  the  land  with 
the  necessities  of  the  peasantry,  and  pro- 
tect  life  and  property  by  legal  authority, 
they  would  contjnue  Uie  horrible  system  of 
agrarian  outrage  and  intimidation,  bj 
which  they  struggle  to  protect  themselvea 
and  their  fomilies.  The  law  could  not  ba 
said  to  afford  the  Irish  peasant  protec- 
tion to  life  when  it  refused  him  relief  in 
his  destitution ;  he  therefore  resorted  to 
agrarian  outrage  on  the  plea  of  self-defmce 
— the  same  plea  which  was  the  other  day 
put  forward  by  the  First  Minister  of  tiu 
Crown  to  poUiate  tho  horrible  oxtremi- 
tJQs  of  war.  When  the  Society  of  Frienda 
petitioned  agtunst  war,  and  more  especially 
against  war  in  India,  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet  said  it  was  juBtified  by  self-protec- 
tion, and  that  people  could  not  be  expected 
to  stand  and  have  their  throats  cut,  with> 
out  making  some  resistance.  Could  we 
expect  the  Irish  peasant  to  lie  down  in  m 
ditch  uid  starve,  even  although  we  brought 
horse,  foot,  and  dragoons  to  the  scene? 
And  if  not,  what  protection  did  the  low 
give  him  ?  Well,  then,  if  the  law  ^d  not 
protect  the  life  of  the  Irish  peasant,  did  it 
protect  his  property  !  He  lived  by  the  on- 
cnpation  of  Lis  land,  but  it  was  not  the  prac- 
tice for  the  landlord  to  erect  the  &rming 
buildings  upon  it.  The  property  of  the 
Irish  peasant  eonnsted,  tnereibre,  in  the 
buildings  and  improvements  he  bad  made 
upon  his  land.    But  the  law  gave  him  na 

tiroperty  in  these  improvements.  It  sl- 
owed the  landlord  to  sweep  him  off  withonl 
compensation.  He  called  attention  to  tho 
fact,  that  the  tenant-right  prevailed  over  a 
large  extent  of  country.  Wherever  it  pr» 
vailed  it  gave  the  tenant  the  right  to  re- 
cover compensation  for  improvements,  and 
more  than  this.  In  a  large  portion  of  Ire- 
land the  tenants  are  practically  admitted 
to  a  part  ownership  in  the  land — are  al- 
lowed, before  quitting  their  farms,  to  th* 
extent  of  five,  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  years' 
purchase  of  the  value  of  their  holding.  The 
Landlords'  and  Tenants' Commission  had  a 
chapter  on  these  tenant  rights,  in  which 
they  state  that  in  Ulster  the  value  of  the 
right  is  usually  equivalent  to  ten  years' 
pnichase  of  the  value  of  the  holding ;  and 
02 
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tliat  in  every  county  iq  Ireland,  with  the 
exception  perhaps  of  Dublin,  the  practice 
of  aamitting  a  tenant-right  more  or  leas 
proTailed.  But  did  the  law  protect  this 
right  ?  On  the  contrary,  the  law  gave 
the  landlord  the  possessioa  of  these  im- 
provementB ;  and  if  ho  chose  to  refuse  the 
tenant-right  he  might  call  upon  the  authori- 
ties of  the  county,  and  tbey  would  be  com- 
pelled to  enforce  his  claims.  In  a  large 
part  of  Ireland,  the  tenant-right  being 
admitted  by  the  landlord,  there  was  com- 
parative freedom  from  agrarian  outrage. 
But  where  it  was  not  bo  admitted,  there 
agrarian  outrage  prevailed.  The  dread  in- 
■pired  by  those  outrages  was  the  only  secu- 
rity the  tenant  had  for  obtaining  the  number 
of  years'  purchase  to  which  he  considered 
himself  entiUed.  The  10,  15,  and  20 
years'  pm-chase,  was  paid,  not  only  by  the 
incoming  tenant,  but  by  the  landlord  him' 
self,  when  ho  got  possession  of  the  land.  In 
the  counties  of  Armagh,  Antrim,  and  Down, 
it  was  well  known  that  outrages  would  fol- 
low the  breach  of  the  tenant-right.  Thic 
was  shown  by  Mr.  Senior  andMr.Handcock; 
the  latter  of  whom  said,  that  the  whole 
power  of  the  Horse  Guards  could  not  keep 
the  peace  in  Ulster  if  tenant-right  i 
nied.  The  reason  why  outrages  did 
occur  in  Ulster  was,  that  there  the  landlord 
'  recognized  the  tenant-right,  and  the  law 
doritiesgaTewaytoit.  There  was  ohorrible 
cue  the  other  night,  that  would  probably 
be  brought  before  the  House,  of 
in  the  county  of  Galway.  In  the  Report 
of  the  Landlord  and  Tenants'  Commission, 
from  50  to  60  pages  of  index  were  tilled 
with  ejectments  only,  which  were  followed 
in  many  cases  hy  outrage.  He  did  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  justifying  or  pal- 
liating these  outrages  ;  but  wrong  would 
beget  wrong  as  long  as  human  nature 
what  it  was,  and  men  were  in  danger  of 
perishing  from  starvation  and  want, 
was,  he  knew,  the  opinion  of  lawyers  that 
the  right  of  property  was  sacred,  and  the 
first  of  all  rights.  Lord  Brougham  said 
the  other  night,  in  another  place,  respect- 
bg  the  landlord's  right  by  law  to  eject  the 
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"  Undoubtedly  it  vai  the  Iiuidlord's  right  to  do 
N  if  be  pleased,  uid  if  he  abitBiDcd  he  conferred  ■ 
&TOnr.  and  vu  doing  an  wt  of  kittdaeM.  U,  on 
tha  other  hand,  he  cboie  toeUnd  on  hi*  right,  the 
tanuiti  must  be  tangbt  by  the  itrong  arm  of  the 
law  that  thej  had  no  power  to  oppoie  or  rcaiit. 
Sneh  was  tha  law  of  the  land,  and  property  would 
bo  Talueleu,  and  capital  would  no  longer  bo  in- 
T««t*d  in  the  cultiTation  of  iaod,  if  it  were  not 
aeknowl«dgi4  that  it  wu  tlw  UncUerd'i  nudoobt- 


ed,  indefeasible,  and  moat  lacrod  right  to  daal  with 
hij  properlj  oa  ho  liated." 

And  again : — 

"  Thin  happenedia consequence  ofthedeiire  oa 
the  part  of  the  landlord  to  hare  hii  land  better 
euttiTBtcd,  by  pertons  who  could  bring  to  that  rul- 
tiration  the  adrantage  of  capital  and  akill.  And 
itoertainlj'  would  be  a  great  hardship  to  the  land- 
lord in  Irclanil  if  be  bad  not  (be  free  and  entire 
power,  aa  b;  law  he  unqueacionablf  had.  to  diamiaa 
Uh  amall  holders,"  ±c. 

Thus  Lord  Brougham  expounded  the  law 
to  be  that  the  landlord  liad  the  power  of 
sweepmg  off  the  entire  population  of  his 
esUte.  Well,  that  was  just  his  (Mr.  P. 
Scrope's)  case,  that  the  landlord  could  so 
overstrain  the  rights  of  property.  But  he 
could  oppose  to  die  dictum  of  Lord  Brou- 
gham that  of  a  better  lawyer  and  a  better 
-Justice  Blackstone.  who  enumerated 
amongst  the  primary  rights  and  securities 
of  the  people  of  England,  the  right  to  sup> 
port: — 

"  For."  said  be.  "  there  Is  no  nuin  so  indigent 
or  wretcbed,  bat  be  majr  demand  n  supply  aotB- 
eient  for  all  the  neceaaitici  of  lile  Ironi  tbe  mora 
opulent  part  of  tbe  conununit; ." 

This  right  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  law.  It 
wasgivoQ  to  the  English  poor  by  the  law  of 
Engknd,butitwasrefused  to  the  Irish  poor 
by  the  Irish  law.  Contrast  in  consequence 
the  state  of  things  ia  this  country,  where 
the  right  was  established,  with  tlie  stale  of 
things  in  Ireland,  where  it  was  denied. 
The  case,  indeed,  was  stronger  in  Ireland 
than  in  England,  because  here  a  large  por< 
tioo  of  the  rental  of  the  country  was  de- 
rived from  the  expenditure  of  capital  and 
labour  upon  tbe  land,  while  in  Ireland 
there  was  the  mere  land  and  nothing  else. 
He  hoped  the  Iloose  would  sanction  and 
establish  a  measure  which  recognised,  to- 
gether with  tbe  rights  of  property,  the 
-ight  of  the  lower  orders  to  a  maintenance 

1  the  land  of  their  birth.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  admitted  the  other  night 
that  the  two  points  upon  which  he  was  in- 
sisting— the  unhappy  condition  of  the  pea- 
santry, and  the  state  of  the  law  of  landlord 
and  tenant  in  Ireland,  were  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  evils  under  which  that  country 
laboured.  Thishad  been  known  for  fifteen 
years  past,  and  yet  no  remedy  hod  been 
deriscd.  The  existing  system,  without 
the  powerful  ajid  active  interference  of  the 
Government  and  the  Legislature,  would 
only  continue  and  a^gravato  the  evils  to 
which  he  had  been  directing  tbe  attention 
of  the  House.  The  misery  and  destitu- 
tion preTailing  in  Ireland  iaduoed  crime, 
'  wat  crime  rendered  the  Uvea  of  dw 
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upper  duaea  and  tbe  Bofety  of  property  bo 
ineMore,  that  persona  would  not  invest 
their  Ckpital  in  imprOTmg  the  land,  sod 
heoM  aroM  the  want  of  employment.  The 
people  of  Ireland  would  continue  in  their 
preaent  miserable  condition  to  all  eternity 
unless  there  was  powerful  interference  on 
the  part  of  tlie  liegislatnre  to  break  up  the 
Ticioua  ayatem  now  existing,  and  to  render 
the  rights  of  the  poor  as  secure  as  those 
of  the  rich.  Much  had  been  said  aa  to 
rightfl  and  duties  being  reciprocal,  and  so 
undoubtedly  they  were.  The  rich  in  Ire- 
land had  rights,  but  they  had  also  duties  ; 
aud  while  their  rights  were  enforced  with 
all  the  power  of  the  law,  the  performance 
of  their  duties  was  discretionary.  But  what 
was  the  case  with  respect  to  the  poor? 
They  had  rights  as  well  as  duties ;  but 
while  their  duties  were  enforced  with  all 
(he  rigour  of  the  law,  backed  occasionallj 
by  extra-constitutional  measures,  their 
Tights  were  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
laadlords.  How  the  landlords  dealt  with 
the  rights  of  the  poor  he  would  not  now 
attempt  to  inquire.  He  did  not  mean  for  a 
moment  to  deny  that  there  were  many  hu- 
mane landlords  in  Ireland,  who  behaved  in 
a  benevolent  and  considerate  manner  to- 
wards their  tenantry ;  but  he  complained 
that  the  existing  law  left  the  tenantry  at 
the  mercy  of  those  laudlords  who  chose 
to  adopt  a  contrary  course  of  conduct. 
He  muntained  that  the  foundation  of  all 
improvement  in  Ireland  must  be  laid  by 
affording  security  to  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  poor — by  giving  them  such  a  right 
to  relief  in  case  of  need  aa  would  preserve 
them  from  starvation.  In  the  Bill  which  he 
had  introduced,  he  had  copied  in  a  great 
measure  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  which  he  bad 
himself  introduced  on  the  same  sul^ect  in 
1836.  He  proposed  that  the  boards  of 
guardians  in  Ireland  should  have  the  power, 
which  they  did  not  now  possess,  of  giving 
outdoor  rdief  to  the  destitute  poor.  Under 
the  preaent  law,  when  the  union  work- 
houses in  Ireland  were  filled,  the  guardians 
were  prevented  from  affording  relief  to  the 
poor,  who  could  not  be  received  into  the 
workhouBes,  though  they  might  be  at  the 
point  of  starvation,  and  death  might  ensue. 
He  proposed  that  the  guardians  should 
have  the  power  to  ^va  relief  to  the  able- 
bo^ed  poor  in  the  diape  of  work.  In  this 
pnnioution  he  merely  followed  the  prin- 
cipte  of  the  law  of  Elisabeth,  which  nad, 
fcx'  ao  long  a  period,  operated  most  haoe- 
fieial^,  and  which,  in  nis  cmiiuDB,  was  ps- 
oiliany  adapted  to  tbe  oooditioQ  of  IreUndr 
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for  outdoor  employment  afforded  to  the 
labouring  poor  might  he  rendered  effecdve 
in  developing  the  resources  of  that  country. 
There  were  in  Ireland  4,000,000  acres  of 
waste  land,  which  were  capable  of  being 
reclaimed;  and  experience  had  shown  that 
the  cost  of  reclaiming  such  land  would,  in 
many  cases,  be  repaid  by  the  produce  of 
the  crops  for  the  two  or  three  first  yean. 
There  were  also  in  Ireland  12,000,000  or 
14,000,000  acres  of  land  under  cultivation 
or  in  pasture,  which  according  to  the  opin- 
ions of  competent  judges  might  be  made  to 
produce  twice,  nay,  four  times  as  much  as 
they  did  at  present,  by  a  better  system  of 
cultivation  employing  a  great  additional  ex- 
tent of  labour.  There  was,  therefore,  no  ex- 
cuse for  saying  that  Ireland  was  not  capable 
of  maintaining  its  own  poor.  One  of  the 
Commiaaioners  of  the  Board  of  Works  had 
stated  that  the  cultivated  lands  of  Ireland, 
under  a  proper  system  of  culUvation  would 
yield  a  produce  five  times  greater  than  at 

firesent.  It  might  be  said  that  the  land* 
ords  ought  to  afford  employment  to  the 
rr,  but  they  found  the  landlords  did  not 
so;  the  Le^slature  should  therefore 
take  steps  to  compel  the  employment  of 
the  surplus  poor — a  measure  which  would 
promote  the  improvement  of  vast  tracts 
of  uncultivated  and  imperfectly  cultivated 
land  in  Ireland.  He  therefore  asked  the 
House  to  introduce  into  the  Poor  Law  some 
provisions  for  establishing  an  organized 
system  of  employment  for  the  able-bodied 
poor.  He  proposed  that  this  should  he 
done  in  such  manner  as  might  be  deemed 
most  advisable  by  the  authorities,  by  af- 
fording employmenton  extraordinary  worka, 
under  the  Board  of  Works  or  the  county 
aurveyors,  in  such  a  mode  as  to  interfere  as 
little  as  possible  with  the  ordinary  means 
of  support  of  the  labouring  population. 
But  he  was  told  that  the  system  of  af- 
fording outdoor  relief  and  the  right  of 
employment  to  the  able-bodied  poor  would 
amount  to  &  confiscation  of  property,  and 
would  overwhelm  the  counby  with  pau- 
perism. He  maintained,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  want  of  such  system  prevented 
the  proper  development  of  the  resources  of 
Ireland  ;  and  that  for  thrir  own  sake  even 
it  was  necesian  to  apply  a  Coercion  BiD 
to  the  landlords  of  Ir^and,  rendering 
the  employment  of  tho  poor  compulsory. 
So  iar  from  the  landloru  sustunmg  any 
losa  from  the  adoption  of  his  (Mr.  P. 
Scrope's)  proposal,  he  was  satisfied  itwofdd 
tend  to  theirinfinite  advantage.  Thepoor 
of  Ireland,  whom  he  thus   propooea  to 
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nuiatMn  bj  »  sjstem  of  compulsory  relief, 
were  supported  by  aomebody  or  other  now. 
Who  did  maintain  them  ?  The  poor  main- 
tuned  the  poor;  the  destitute  were  relieved 
by  their  neighbours  ;  they  went  begging 
from  door  to  door  :  and  they  were  moin- 
buned  unproduc lively.  He  asked  them 
now  to  organize  a  Byetem  by  which  that 
oftpital  in  labour  which  existed  in  Ireland 
might  be  appU«d  to  public  works  and  the 
feclamation  of  waste  lands,  and  so  be  ren- 
dered productive.  He  beUeved  the  de- 
Telopment  of  the  resources  of  Ireland 
which  would  result  from  the  employment 
of  the  able-bodied  poor,  bo  far  from  oper- 
ating to  the  disadvantage  of  the  landlords, 
would  materially  increase  their  rentals. 
The  system  he  advocated  bad  prevuled  in 
Bngland  for  250  years,  and  its  advsjitags 
bftd  been  evidenced  in  the  increased  pro- 
dtictiveneBB  and  agricidtnrnl  prosperity  of 
tiie  countiy.  If,  however,  they  admitted 
the  right  of  the  poor  to  rdief,  it  would  be 
necessary,  as  an  adjunct  to  such  a  i 
to  provide  for  the  prevention  of  vagrancy 
ftnd  mendicancy.  He  also  considered  it 
desirable  that  the  taw  of  rating  should  be 
altered  to  some  extent.  The  present  sys- 
tem of  rating  electoral  divisions  operated 
moat  unfairly  upon  particular  districts. 
For  iostance,  if  an  ejectment  took  place  in 
aa  electoral  division,  where,  perhaps,  the 
nte  was  not  more  than  \d.  or  2d.  in  the 
poimd,  the  poor  would  resort  to  a  town, 
probably  in  another  electoral  divisitm,  which 
might  be  subjected  to  a  rate  of  2i.  or  3t. 
in  the  pound.  He  would  therefore  propose 
that  the  rate  should  be  made  upon  the 
unions,  instead  of  on  the  electoral  districts. 
Be  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  other  mea- 
sures, besides  that  which  he  was  now  pro- 
poung,  might  he  required  for  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  Ireland.  The  Commis- 
■ion  of  which  Eari  Devon  was  cbainnan 
had  recommended  an  alteratbn  of  the  law 
of  landlord  and  tenant ;  but  even  snch  a 
measure  would  not,  in  his  (Hr.  P.  Scrope's) 
opinion,  relieve  die  Legislature  from  the 
imperative  necessity  of  introducing  for  the 
first  time  into  Ireland  the  principle  of  a  law 
which  had  so  long  been  applied  success- 
folly  to  England  :  under  which  the  poor 
man  enjoyed  the  right  to  Hve  on  the  soil  of 
his  birth,  and  was  secure  of  reUof  in  the 
oxtremity  of  destitution.  He  believed  that 
'  if  ihey  ^i^ed  such  measures  as  this  to  Ire- 
land, CoercionBills  would  scarcely  be  wanted. 
He  tiiought  that,  concurrentty  with  the  Coer- 
flion  Bin,  the  Govemment  should  hare  intto. 
dneed  mepntrea  t«  remove  the  CMues  td 
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those  outrages  and  disordera  which  that  Bill 
was  designed  to  repress.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  no  delay  in  introducing  measures 
for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object;  hut 
he  feared  that  among  them  he  woidd  not 
find  one  for  effecting  the  alteration  he  now 
proposed  in  the  Irish  Poor  Law — an  alter- 
ation which,  he  believed,  would  tend  most 
materially  to  the  estabUshment  of  peace 
and  order,  and  the  security  of  life  and  pro- 
perty in  Ireland.  To  justify  the  allusions 
he  had  made  to  the  disorders  unhappily 
prevalent  in  that  country,  he  need  only 
read  the  following  extract  from  the  Report 
of  the  Land  Commission  over  which  Eari 
Devon  presided : — 

"  If  stensot  U  ranond,  ha  is  looksd  npoD  as 
an  iajured  man,  and  the  deorea  goei  forth  for 
longeuicft  on  the  Uodlord  or  agent,  and  upon  ths 
man  vbo  luccecds  to  the  Eum.  And  at  times  a 
large  proportion  of  the  neigfaboBrhood  look  with 
iDdlftrence  (lympathj  rftthor,  or  approval)  upon 
the  moit  atrocioui  acts  of  riolenoe,  aad  bjr  sereea- 
iog  the  criminal  abet  and  enconrmge  tha'  mm*. 
t^rden  are  perpetrated  at  dood  da;  od  Ihe  pub- 
lic highiraj  ;  nod  whilaC  the  auiuin  cooUj  re- 
tire!, the  people  look  on,  and  evince  no  horror  >t 
the  bloodjr  deed.  The  whole  Datnrs  of  Cfarirtian 
men  appekr*  in  luch  cases  to  be  changed,  and  tha 
one  ab>orbiiig  feeling  as  to  the  pouosion  of  land 
gtiflei  all  others,  and  extinguiibei  the  pUinest 
principles  "    ''~  " 


After  such  an  opinion  fron)  their  own 
Commissioner,  he  considered  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  GoTemment  to  put  aside 
every  other  measure,  in  order  that  they 
might  devote  all  their  energies  to  the  con- 
sideration of  some  efficient  measure  for  the 
tranqoiUisation  of  Ireland.  What  was  Uie 
testimony  of  Mr.  Revans,  Secretary  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Poor  Law  in  Ireland? 
Mr.  Revans  said  that  if  the  peasantry  had 
not  land,  they  mast  beg,  steal,  or  starve  ; 
that,  to  obtain  land,  they  must  engage  to 
pay  any  rent  that  mi^t  be  demanded  ; 
that,  to  retain  possession,  when  arrears 
hod  accumulated,  they  were  compelled  to 
enter  into  general  combmations  in  defiance 
of  the  laws,  and  to  commit  atrocities  of 
the  most  frightful  description.  What  had 
beea  done  since  thatpenod  to  improve  the 
state  of  things  ?  Ijiey  had  passed  the 
Irish  Poor  Law,  which  offered  a  possibiUty 
of  relief  to  one  per  cent,  of  the  population, 
and  now  he  cauod  upon  them  to  expand 
that  law.  The  bon.  Uember  concluded 
by  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
The  question  having  been  put, 
8a  J.  GRAHAU:  I  am  very  lorry 
that  ft  subject  of  snch  great  importanoo 
should  be  diMUtsed  in  m  thin  a  House;  but 
after  the  i^omIi  at  tho  ban.  Uember  who 
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hu  jut  ut  down,  I  feel  it  my  du^,  how- 
ever  onwiUing  I  may  be  to  trespasa  need- 
leaily  on  the  time  of  the  House,  to  take 
soma  notice  of  the  variouB  topics  to  which 
the  hon.  Ueinber  hae  adverted.    Id  tho  first 

ee,  I  will  franklj  saj,  that  I  acquit  the 
Kember  of  being  actuated  hy  any 
motire  whatever  inconaiHtent  with  the 
pnreat  intentioDa  and  the  most  earnest  de- 
tire  to  promote  the  public  good;  but  the 
hon.  Member  must  %xcuae  me  for  saying 
that,  considering  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  excitement  which  prevails, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  topics  which  he  has 
employedi  and  the  manner  which  he  has 
dwelt  on  them,  greatly  tend  to  aggravate 
the  dangers  of  the  present  crisis,  and  to  add 
fearfully  to  the  difficulties  of  administering 
the  affairs  of  that  distracted  country.  The 
hon.  Qentleman  says,  that  he  is  consistent 
— that  he  has  in^duced  these  topics  on 
TariooB  occasions  kefqre — and  that  the  re- 
medies he  proposes  are  remedies  to  which,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  judgment  with  respect 
to  (he  affiurs  of  Ireland,  he  is  much  attached. 
It  is  possible  to  be  a  consistent  and  honest 
•nthnuast,  and  at  the  same  time  a  very 
indiscreet  adviser;  and  it  is  also  possible 
that  enthusiasts  may  rush  in,  where  ex- 
peiianced  statesmen,  possessed  of  the  requi- 
■ite  knowledge,  and  acquainted  with  the 
looahty,  vouU  fear  to  tread.  The  great 
majori^  of  the  landlords,  and  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Ireland,  who  know  that  coun- 
try best,  have  C(nne  to  a  conclusion  exactly 
oppoute  to  that  of  the  hon,  Qentleman; 
and  he  will  excuse  me  for  saying  that  the 
Legislature  would  act  wisely  in  receiving 
hJB  advice  with  caution,  and  in  dealing  with 
the  subject  «rith  that  prudence  which  states- 
men  of  the  greatest  experience,  possessing 
local  knowledge,  deem  a  course  preferable 
to  that  which  the  hon.  Member  would  lead 
the  House  to  pursue.  The  hon.  Member 
ha*  introduced  in  one  speech,  not  only  the 
qoeslion  oi  relief  to  the  able-bodied  in  Ire- 
land, but  has  also  brought  under  our  con- 
uderation  tho  policy  of  putting  an  end  to 
uendicanoy  in  that  counby.  He  has  also 
tooonunended  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
relief,  by  substituting  a  union  rate  for  the 
existing  rate,  and,  more  than  all,  he  has 
dwelt  at  great  length  on  a  topic  even  more 
azciting  and  important — ^that  of  the  tenure 
of  land  in  Ireland.  On  this  latter  point, 
the  hon.  Member  has  asserted  that  which, 
in  point  of  fact,  I  believe  to  he  grossly  in- 
■WUrate.  He  aays  that  agrarian  law  in 
that  eanafery  is  generally  predominant  over 
the  Imt  of  the  land:  mi  he  luw  refeired 


to  a  statement  I  made  on  Monday  last. 
That  statement  is  directly  at  variance  with 
the  assertion  of  the  hon.  Member.  So 
far  &om  its  being  the  fact  that  agrarian 
crime  is  general  throughout  Ireland,  I  re- 
peat the  statement  that  I  made  on  that 
occasion,  that  throughout  Ireland,  in  th« 
majority  of  counties,  crime  is  on  the  de- 
crease within  the  last  twelve  mootbs,  aa 
compared  with  antecedent  years;  and  that 
it  is  only  in  five  counties  that  agrariaa 
crime  is  greatly  en  the  increase.  Thq 
statement  1  made  rested  on  figures  and  r^ 
ports  of  indisputable  accuracy.  The  in- 
ctease  of  crime  is  munly  limited  to  five 
counties.  With  respect  to  the  crime  of 
firing  into  houses  in  the  night  time,  seven- 
tenths  of  that  crime  have  occurred  in  th^ 
five  counties  I  have  alluded  to,  and  the 
remaining  three  -  tenths  are  distributed 
through  the  other  twenty-seven  counties 
in  Ireland.  The  hon.  Gentleman  haa 
said,  that  by  the  law  in  Ireland,  as  it  noT 
exists,  there  is  no  protection  jrom  octn^ 
starvation,  and  that  there  ia  no  provision 
to  prevent  a  man  from  dying  in  the  streets 
firom  want.  I  meet  that  assertion  by  tha 
fact,  that  I  do  not  beliere  »  case  can  bo 
adduced  of  a  man  dying  from  starvation  in 
Ireland,  not  even  during  the  present  exten* 
sive  failure  of  the  ordinary  etoff  of  life  iq 
that  country.  This  is  a  proof  that  it  ia 
not,  after  all,  the  poverty  of  Ireland  which 
is  tiie  cause  of  cnme  in  that  oountry.  I 
would  remark  that  robbery,  theft,  invasion! 
on  property  for  the  purpose  of  taking  it, 
either  by  force  or  craft,  from  the  righdnl 
owner,  ore  not  crimes  prevalent  in  Irdond. 
Honesty,  amidst  great  want,  is  a  remarka^ 
ble  characteristic  of  the  Irish  people;  and 
I  give  them  credit  for  the  moral  dioraoter 
which  sustains  itself  in  honesty  amidst 
such  groat  trials.  But  if  there  y/exo  that 
extreme  want,  such  as  the  hon.  Qentlemaa 
has  described  in  Ireland,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  robbery  and  theft  not  to  ha 
crimes  more  common  thui  they  are.  Tha 
hon.  Gentiemon  has  dwelt  on  the  tenant 
right  which  is  applicable  to  Ulster.  I 
admit  that  right;  and  when  the  faon. 
Gentieman  talks  of  the  rights  existing  in 
Scotland  and  England,  as  compared  witii 
Iceland,  I  say  that  this  is  a  right  eiyoyed  hv 
the  Irish  tenantry  in  large  districts,  vhicA 
is  not  enjoyed  by  English  or  Scotch  t^ 
nonts.  [Mr.  F.  SOKorx  :  It  is  not  al^al 
right.]  The  hon.  Gentleman  aays  that  it 
is  not  a  legal  right.  I  demur  to  ^t  state- 
ment. I  deny  that  it  is  a  right  obtained  oc 
held  b;  foroe.    On  the  coatroiy,  it  pnnUs 
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in  that  part  of  Ireland  where  violence 
pnctued  in  the  smallest  decree.  It 
true  that  it  is  not  enjoyed  under  statute 
law,  hut  it  exists  under  unwritten  law  as 
strong  aa  statuto  law,  and  partakes  of  the 
eharacter  of  common  law.  It  eiista  ad- 
TMitageoiislj  and  peaceably  in  a  portion  of 
Ireland;  but  1  deny  the  ag^ertion  that  it 
was  obtained  by  force  or  is  held  by  vio- 
lence in  that  put  of  the  country  where  it 
«xiMa.  But  then  the  hon.  Gentleman  says 
ttuit  the  occupation  of  land  in  other  parts 
of  Ireland  is  not  of  a  sufficiently  firm  and 
eertain  tenure.  Now  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  in  the  present  condition  of  Ire- 
land, unguarded  words  or  imprudent  ex- 
pressions dropped  in  the  course  of  debate 
m  this  House  may  produce  effects  which 
titose  who  use  them  would  be  the  last  U. 
deure,  and  which  they  would  shudder  tt 
contemplate.  In  this  point  of  view,  de 
bates  on  this  question  in  this  House  may, 
I  fear,  be  written  in  letters  of  blood  in  Ire 
land,  and  may  be  followed  by  a  sacri6ce  of 
£li>whichw«  should  all  deplore.  I  therefore 
l^iroaek  the  suhject  with  a  degree  of 
•nd  hesitation  which  I  cannot  too  strongly 
express;  but  I  must  state  that  the  doctrine 
urged  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  appears  to 
me  the  most  dangerous  doctrine  ever  pro- 
ponndeil.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
words  used  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  i  He 
iftpeared  to  feel  their  tendency,  and  him- 
■elf  recoiled  from  their  effect  and  conse- 
quences. If  his  doctrine  meant  any  thing, 
it  amounted  to  thia,  that  occupation,  whe- 
ther for  a  term  or  from  year  to  year, 
rabject  to  the  payment  of  rent,  and  to 
mectment  for  non-payment  of  such  rent, 
■honld  be  converted  into  a  perpetual 
right,  subject,  no  doubt,  though  the  hon. 
Oentleman  did  not  say  so,  to  the  pay- 
sent  of  a  quit  rent.  This  is  the  subver- 
sion of  all  the  rights  of  property ;  it  strikes 
st  the  very  foundation  of  the  social  sys- 
tem; and  no  revolution,  however  violent, 
eonld  do  more  than  convert  an  occupier 
into  on  owner,  sohject  to  the  payment  of 
Suit  rent.  [Mr.  P.  Sckopb  :  I  said  no  such 
thing.]  The  hon.  Member  did  not  say 
■o;  but  the  inevitable  effect,  perhaps  not 
nttitded,  of  his  doctrine  with  respect  to 
Iha  tights  of  occupiers  in  Ireland,  as  con- 
teidiatinguished  from  the  rights  enjoyed  by 
AoM  posEesnng  the  tenant  right,  did  point 
to  aa  occupation  in  perpetuity;  only  he 
omdttad  to  state  that  that  occupation  was 
to  be  accompanied  by  a  quit  rent.  [Hr. 
SmoPB  :  I  said  nothing  of  the  kind,  I 
mtnlj  vf(A»  of  wmpenaation  for  hnprore- 


ments.]  The  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  con- 
fine his  observations  to  the  question  of  ccnn- 
pensation  for  improvements:  hedweltontJie 
uncertainty  of  tenure  and  on  the  cruelty  of 
ejectment.  I  approach  this  subject  with 
fear,  only  it  is  necessary  that  when  theae 
observations  are  made  in  this  House  in  the 
presence  of  those  who  are  painfully  respon- 
sible for  the  peace  of  Irelaiid,  it  ^onld  not 
go  forth  to  the  public  that  they  were  left 
unanswered  and  received  no  check.  The 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  ar« 
pregnant  with  danger;  for  what  do  they 
amount  to  ?  They  amount  to  this,  that  be- 
cause in  some  few  counties  in  Ireland  agra- 
rian outrages  exist,  therefore  a  Member 
of  Parliament  in  this  House  recommends 
as  a  remedy  that  occupation  subject  to 
ejectment  should  by  force  of  law  be  con- 
verted into  a  perpetual  possesuon,  thereby 
snbverting  all  the  rights  of  property  and 
the  law  of  the  land  to  an  extent  wbich 
even  a  successfnl  revolution  coold  not  sur- 
pass. 

Mr.  p.  SCROPE  :  I  wish  to  he  allowed 
te  explain.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  has 
totally  misrepresented  what  I  said.  He  is 
argiung  on  uie  assumption  that  I  am  de- 
sirous of  seeing  such  a  right  as  he  has  al- 
luded to  sanctioned  by  law;  whereas  aD  I 
urged  was,  that  the  tenant  right  ought  to 
be  legohscd,  or  the  tenant  ought  to  hare 
some  means  of  obtaining  compensation  for 
his  improvements. 

Sm  J.  GRAHAM:  I  listened  atten- 
tively to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  wlule  he 
was  speaking,  I  asked  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral whether  he  could  comprehend  what  the 
tendency  of  the  hon.  G-entleman's  argu- 
ment was  ?  "  It  surely  points,"  I  added, 
"to  give  a  perpetual  right,  where  a  con- 
tingent and  limited  right  now  exists." 
That  was  the  impression  produced  on  my 
mind,  and  I  am  afrtud,  unless  I  had  com- 
mented on  the  point,  that  dm  is  the  un- 
pression  which  would  have  gone  forth.  I 
can  only  repeat  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
express  in  the  strongest  possible  terms  my 
dissent  from  any  such  proposition,  whether 
made  directly  or  indirectly.  I  will  now 
apply  myself  to  the  question  more  imme- 
diately included  in  die  Bill  <tf  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  Now,  I  object  to  the  present 
moment,  ai  being  »  period  moat  inoppor- 
tune for  the  passing  (j  snch  a  Bill  as  that 
introduced  by  the  hon.  Member.  The  dis- 
tress  in  Ireland  is  great,  and  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  present  moment  are  urgent. 
Measures  have  been  taken,  pertly  wi^  the 
concurrence  of  Parliament,  ud  partly  oa 
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the  re^ransilHlitj'  of  the  Executiro  Go- 
Temment,  to  OTETCome  these  difficultiea. 
The  ineuureB  taken  by  ParliameDt  ore 
JTiBt  coming  into  operation;  koA  those  meft- 
soreH  ore  founded  on  an  opposite  aseump- 
tion  to  that  for  which  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
cODtBnda.  They  are  not  on  the  plan  of  the 
hon.  Hemhcr,  that  the  Poor  Law  guardians 
by  a  rate  to  be  levied  on  property  in  Ire- 
land should  administer  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied.  All  the  measures  hitherto  taken 
have  been  on  an  opposite  assumption,  and 
afier  the  deUheration  of  the  Legislature,  bo 
recently  as  within  the  last  seren  years,  it 
was  thoDght  on  the  whole  not  to  be  expe- 
dient to  introduce  into  Ireland  for  the  firat 
time  the  claim  of  the  able-bodied  to  reUef. 
The  hon.  Gentleman's  propositiou,  there- 
fore, would  derange  all  the  provisions  hi- 
therto made,  would  introduce  the  utmost 
confusion,  and  at  a  juncture  like  the  pre- 
sent it  is  not  prudent  to  incur  the  risk 
of  such  difficulties,  and  it  is  not  the  mo- 
ment for  discussing,  much  less  for  introduc- 
ing, so  serious  a  change.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  that  there  are  2,300,000  paupers 
in  Ireland;  and  he  adds,  "give  to  them  the 
dahn  to  relief  from  the  land  by  a  rate  to 
he  levied  on  land."  Now,  all  our  expe- 
rience in  England  would  go  to  show  that 
the  land  of  Ireland  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  meet  the  permanent  claim  of  ao  over- 
whelming a  description.  I  doubt  the  policy 
too  of  such  a  proceeding ;  it  was  fully  de- 
hated  in  1837,  when  the  existing  law  in 
Ireland  was  passed.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
pnmosee  to  go  further  than  the  Poor  Law 
of  England.  At  the  present  moment  in 
EngUnd,  the  absolute  decision  whether 
idiet  dionld  be  given  in  or  out  of  the 
workhouse  rests  with  the  hoard  of  guar- 
dians, and  from  their  decision  there  is 
no  appeal.  There  is  no  power  extrinsic 
of  the  hoard  of  guardians,  representing 
the  ratepayers,  to  compel  reUef  to  the 
most  destitute.  But  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man goes  further,  and  says  that  the  guar- 
dians should  not  only  be  authorized,  hut 
required,  to  grant  relief.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, therefore,  in  this  most  important 
particidar,  seeks  to  carry  the  law  in  Ireland 
further  than  the  law  in  England  at  the 
preient  moment.  [Ur.  P.  Sgrope  :  Ha- 
gistntes  have  the  power  to  compel  relief 
in  England,  j  Only  ad  interim.  I  thought 
the  hon.  Gentleman  understood  the  Poor 
Law  of  England  ;  but  I  find  that  he  does 
not.  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  mistaken  in 
■nppoaing  that  magistntea  in  Eng^d 
have  Ike  powa  of  ordeiing  relief.    This  is 


a  point  which  has  been  steadily  r 
They  bad  that  power  before  the  Poor 
Law  Amendment  Act ;  hut  the  Amending 
Act  took  the  power  from  the  magistrates, 
and  vested  it  in  the  guardians,  allowing 
the  magistrates  the  qualified  power  only 
of  granting  relief  in  cases  of  emergency 
till  the  next  meeting  of  the  board  oi 
g^rdians.  The  hon.  Gentleman  appears 
also  not  to  have  taken  into  consideration 
the  law  of  Scotland,  which  never  provided 
for  the  able-bodied,  even  though  destitute. 
In  England,  the  law  since  the  time  of 
Elizabeth  had  been  liable  to  abuse ;  and  it 
was  necessary  ta  interpose  the  authority  of 
the  Legislature  to  check  this  right  of  relief 
on  the  part  of  the  able-bodied.  In  Scot- 
land, about  the  same  time,  a  law  of  relief 
was  admitted,  but  with  greater  caution  and 
reservation.  In  Scotland,  at  no  time,  have 
the  able-bodied  been  entitled  to  relief.  The 
law  of  that  country  came  under  review  lost 
Session,  and  the  question  arose,  will  you 
introduce,  for  the  first  time,  into  that 
country,  the  claim  of  the  able-bodied  to 
relief?  And,  aft«r  much  discussion  luid 
full  deliberation,  the  question  was  decided 
in  the  negative.  And  are  there  no  good 
reasons  why  it  was  so  decided  ?  Has  the 
moral  effect  of  the  existence  of  that  claim 
in  England  been  found  to  improve  the 
social  habits  or  feelings  of  the  worlting 
classes,  ss  contrasted  with  the  habits  and 
industry  of  the  people  of  Scotland  ?     Uy 

frejudices  ore  in  iavour  of  England  ;  but 
know  that  on  all  these  points  the  working 
population  of  Scotland  can  bear  most  advan- 
tageous comparison  with  that  of  England. 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  admitting  the 
claim  to  relief  of  2,300,000  persons  not 
sick  or  infirm  ?  Why,  of  course,  among 
all  great  bodies  of  ratepayers,  there  are 
persons  sustaining  themselves  and  th«r 
families  with  great  difficulty  by  their  in- 
dustry ;  and  if  you  let  in  a  claim  of  this 
description,  I  fear  the  inevitable  effect  wiU 
be  to  swamp  that  industrious  class,  and  to 
spread  pauperism  indefinitely ;  you  will 
create  a  state  of  society  so  debased  And 
so  dependent,  that,  bad  and  unhappy  as 
the  condition  of  the  working  popnlation 
of  Ireland  may  be,  I  feel  convinced,  judg- 
ing from  tiie  highest  authorities  who  have 
treated  the  subject,  and  relying  on  expe- 
rieuce,  that  a  Tery  short  time  will  elapse 
before  that  conation  will  be  rendned 
infinitely  worse  tiian  it  is  at  present. 
I  admit  at  once,  that  property  with  its 
rights  exists  only  for  the  good  of  the  pablio, 
and  the  benefit  of  the  community.    Sut 
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which  would  lireak  down  the  rights  of 
property,  and  change  and  tranefer  the  poii- 
BesBion  of  propertj,  be  for  the  public  good  } 
f  join  issue  with  the  hon.  Gentlenuui  upon 
thkt ;  1  aaj  preciselj'  the  reTerse.  I  say, 
thai  BO  far  from  being  for  the  good  of  the 
public,  it  would  tend  directly  to  public  dai 
ger  and  to  anarchy.  This,  then,  being  my 
opinion,  belienng  it  Dot  to  be  conducive 
to  tbe  public  good,  my  respect  for  law  and 
for  possession  and  prescription  leads  me  to 
nwke  a  finn  and  decided  stand  against 
•uch  a  proposition  as  that  which  is  now 
brought  forward.  With  my  views  auc 
impressioni!,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  mc 
to  consent  to  the  second  reading  of  thii 
Bill.  I  regard  it  as  a  departure  from  the 
•ziating  law;  pregnant  with  the  worst  and 
most  dangerous  consequences.  My  belief 
ii,  that  the  effect  would  be  bad,  and  that 
the  public  impression  produced  bj  it  would 
be  still  worse.  Giving  the  hon.  Qcntleman 
fall  credit  for  purity  of  intention,  I  must 
say  also,  that  I  think  the  speech  with  which 
be  has  accompanied  his  measure  to-day  is, 
if  possible,  more  dangerous  and  objectiou~ 
ablo  than  the  proposition  itself.  With 
these  feelings  and  Tiews,  il  is  my  duty 
to  meet  the  proposition  with  the  most  finn 
and  uncompromising  opposition.  I  more, 
therefore,  "  that  the  BiU  be  read  a  Second 
Time  this  day  Sii  Months." 

Mr.  W.  3.  O'BRIEN  said,  tfaat,  speak- 
ing not  merely  in  his  capacity  of  an  Irish 
representative,  but  as  an  Irish  landlord, 
he  felt  extremely  obliged  to  his  hon. 
Friend  for  bringing  forward  his  Motion. 
When  measures  for  the  coercion  of  the 
Irish  people  were  being  brought  forward 
and  pressed  on  in  the  House,  he  thought 
that  they  should  be  accompanied  by  some 
measures  the  tendency  of  which  would  be 
for  the  good  of  the  people.  In  replying  to 
his  hon.  Friend,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  sud  that  the  tenant-right  of  Ulster 
was  not  obtained  or  supported  by  a  system 
of  violence.  But  let  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman look  to  the  opinion  of  one  of  the 
Government  Commissioners,  and  he  would 
find  that  the  Commissioners  had  stated 
that  an  attempt  to  interfere  with  or  abolish 
the  tenant-right  would  convert  the  county 
of  Down  into  the  condition  of  the  county 
at  Tipperary.  It  was  indisputable  that  tbe 
tenant-right  of  Ulster  existed,  and  to  a 
certain  extent  was  sustained,  not  by  the 
law,  but  by  fear;  and  tbe  Government 
•oold,  without  liolnting  any  eziBting  law,  lay 
the  foundation  of  anch  a  rij^ht  in  those  dit- 


{COMMONS}  (IrOandi.  404 

tricts  where  it  did  not  exist  at  present,  by 
giving  compensation  for  their  improve- 
ments to  flueh  tenants  as  did  actually  im- 
prove their  holdings.  lie  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  tbat  BiU  waa  a  remedy  for  the 
present  state  of  things.  It  was  not  a  re- 
medy for  it.  The  present  state  of  affairs 
in  Ireland  waa  anomalous,  and  it  required 
au  anomalous  remedy.-  The  existing  scar- 
city  required  an  immediate  supply ;  and  in 
his  opinion  a  special  rate  should  have  been 
levied — a  rate  which  should  have  been 
made  payable  on  all  descriptions  of  pro- 
perty. The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  intro- 
duced at  the  present  juncture  a  measure 
which  was  very  unpopular,  and  something 
more  satisfactory  was  required  as  an  ac- 
companiment. The  Foor  Law  required 
amendment.  The  persons  to  whom  the 
execution  of  it  had  been  confided  had  con- 
trived to  come  into  collision  with  tbe  people 
of  all  classes  in  every  possible  manner, 
rendering  it  still  more  unpalatable  than  it 
might  have  otherwise  proved.  He  had 
himself  done  all  in  his  power  to  aid  the  car- 
rying of  its  provisions  into  effect,  but  to 
little  purpose.  The  noble  Lord  near  him 
(Lord  John  Russell)  had,  in  liis  opinion, 
acted  moat  injudiciously  in  rejecting  the 
advice  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  into 
the  condition  of  Ireland,  with  a  view  to 
the  enactment  of  a  Poor  Law,  which  com- 
misdon  had  included  the  Archbishop  of 
Dublin.  The  noble  Lord,  to  whom  they 
were  indebted  for  the  measure,  had  de- ' 
spised  the  opinion  of  those  ConuniB- 
sioners,  and  had  ^onght  fit  to  take,  in- 
stead, the  suggestions  of  a  Commissioner 
who  had  spent  only  six  weeks  in  Ireland, 
on  tbe  subject  of  refusal  of  relief  to  the 
able-bodied.  What  was  the  fact  as  re- 
garded England  )  Why,  that  five-Mxths  of 
relief  granted  was  out  of  door.  Now,  in 
England  the  Poor  Law  system  had  been 
foroe.  Why  then  should  they  ikf- 
ply  tbe  workhouse  test  to  Ireland  ?  Why 
ibould  they  compel  Uiat  country  to  adopt 
:he  workhouse  system,  which  was  most 
alien  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  ?  It  had 
been  established  that  the  cost  of  supporting 
paupers  in  the  workbouMB  was  from 
If.  9d.  to  2t.  6d.  a  week  each,  whilst  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  it  was  well  known 
that  4(.  or  5t.  was  the  most  that  a  labour- 
could  earn  in  a  week  for  the  sup- 
port of  himself  and  his  family.  It  was  an 
exorbitant  charge  to  bring  upon  the  rate- 
payers for  the  support  of  tbe  poor,  and  the 
poor  themselves  were  disincUned  to;  and 
would  not  aoeept  it  unlws  they  were  on 
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tlie  IWJ  point  of  atarvation.  Tb«  COlue- 
quenoe  vu,  the  sympatliieB  of  tho  people 
were  dispoaed  toirards  tiiose  who  preferred 
begcing  to  eotering  the  workhouse,  which 
voiud  not  be  the  cue  if  out-of-door  relief 
were  provided.  The  pereons  recommended 
bj  the  first  ComniiBHioDers  of  Inquiry  for 
■dmiMion  into  public  ingtitutioDs,  to  be 
prorided  for  there,  were  the  aged,  the  in- 
firm, the  helpless,  (he  sick,  orphans,  and 
deserted  children.  As  to  the  latter  olass, 
the  workhouses  were  notoriously  the  graves 
of  foundlings.  Scarcely  a  single  foundling, 
as  ^ipeared  by  the  returns,  survived.  But 
for  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied  unemploy- 
ed, and  incapable  of  finding  employment, 
they  should  provide  employment.  And 
there  he  shoulil  say,  that  he  did  not  think 
they  had  any  right  to  assume  that  any 
money  raised  for  the  employment  of  the 

Sor  ihoold,  of  necessity,  be  mismanaged, 
e  did  not  see  why  such  an  auumption 
■honld  be  taken  for  granted.  He  thought 
that  some  mode  of  relief  should  be  pro- 
vided for  those  who  were  willing  to  work, 
hot  were  unable  to  [ffocure  it.  All  the 
facta  went  to  show  that  there  was  on 
abundant  field  for  employment  in  Ireland 
— ^hat  there  was  an  unmense  quantity  of 
puUic  works  required — that  there  were 
unmenae  tracts  of  waste  land,  which,  if  ^e 
landlords  would  not  reclaim  or  cultivate, 
the  Qovemment  ought  to  say  they  would 
take  upon  themselves  to  cultivate.  There 
were  miUiong  of  acres  of  waste  lands  in 
Ireland,  and  there  were  millions  of  the 
people  incapable  of  finding  empbyment  of 
any  dMcHption.  There  was  not  a  Govern- 
ment in  all  the  world  that  would  not,  un- 
der similar  circumstances,  feel  themselvea 
bound  to  provide  the  employment  for  the 
people  which  they  so  much  needed. 
AmoDgst  other  matters  recommended  to 
the  coneiderati<m  of  the  Government  had 
been  a  system  of  free  emigration.  There 
were  many  persons  who  Hod  emigrated  to 
the  Colonies  and  to  America,  who  had  there 
advanced  to  a  state  of  comfort  and  inde- 
pendence, to  which  they  never  could  have 
attained  at  home.  They  had  become  in  a 
few  years proprietOTS.  Theright  bon.  Ba- 
ronet had  objected  to  the  heavy  charges  to 
which  the  landed  estates  woijd  be  made 
liable  by  this  measure.  But  if  the  land- 
lords, who  looked  to  their  Irish  estates 
only  as  a  meails  of  obtaining  money  to 
•pmd  in  London,  would,  by  the  weight  of 
taxation,  be  obliged  to  think  of  their 
estates  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of 
ika  Mnditum  of  thnr  teuntiy,  he  thought 


the  effect  would  be  palpably  beneficial. 
He  did  not  call  upon  the  House  to  estab- 
Ush  the  tenant-right  at  once  throughout 
Ireland,  hut  he  did  call  upon  them  to  nro' 
vide  security  for  the  tenant.  He  wished 
to  be  surrounded  bj  a  happy  population. 
The  feeling  of  the  Irish  people  was  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws  in  a  kindly  spirit;  and  yet  some, 
even  of  the  Roman  Catholic  populaticH^— 
men  of  the  most  humane  dispositions — had 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  the  Men- 
dicants' Bill,  in  order  to  prevent  the  sys- 
tem of  imposture  by  persons  of  bad  con- 
duct who  made  a  trade  of  mendicancy,  but 
who  were  more  fitted  to  be  inmates  of  a 
penitentiary  than  a  workhouse;  and  he 
thought  it  possible  to  ft'ame  such  a  mea- 
sure in  a  spirit  that  would  not  be  offensive 
to  the  people  of  Ireland.  The  union  rates, 
which  had  been  so  much  objected  to  on  the 

Sesent  occasion,  had  been  introduced  by 
r.  NichoU,  and  had  been  actually  embi>. 
died  in  the  first  Poor  Law  Act  wluch  had 
passed  that  House  by  a  large  majori^.  It 
had  been  objected  to  in  the  other  House, 
and  removed;  and  upon  the  return  of  tbe 
Bill  to  that  House  no  further  notice  had 
been  taken  of  it.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
would  support  the  pnnciple  of  the  mea- 
sure, reserring  to  hunaelf  ib»  right,  when 
the  details  were  under  consideration,  to 
Bugf^est  further  amendments. 

Sib  J.  QBAHAU  wished  to  explain 
that  he  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
discuss,  on  this  occasion,  all  the  points  al- 
luded to.  He  bad  only  aaii  that  this  Bill 
proposed  four  great  alterations  : — 1.  To 
give  an  absolute  right  of  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied.  2.  To  deprive  the  guardians  of  all 
discretion  in  giving  it,  requiring  them  to 
give  it  against  their  judgment.  3.  To 
substitute  unions  for  electoral  divisions  in 
giving  relief,  and  levying  rates;  and,  4. 
To  abolish  mendicancy  absolutely,  and 
make  it  crimiual  in  Ireland. 

LoBD  J.  RUSSELL;  As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  for  Limerick  has  referred  to  me  upon  a 
point  which  I  think  has  often  been  repre- 
sented not  quite  fairly,  in  respect  to  my 
conduct  with  regard  to  the  Report  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commission  for  Ireland,  I  wish 
to  observe,  that  the  Commissionen  recom- 
mended the  relief  and  support,  within  the 
walls  of  public  institutions,  of  lunatics, 
cripples,  and  sick  poor;  and  they  also  re- 
commended provision  for  emigration,  and 
for  the  relief  of  the  aged  and  infirm,  of 
orphans  and  deserted  children,  vagrants, 
widows  with  young  children,  the  &milies 
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of  sick  persons,  HDtl  casual  destitution;  and 
80  far  as  the  relief  to  be  given  in  public 
institutions  was  concerned,  I  was  ready  to 
adopt  the  Report  of  those  CommiBsioners. 
But  with  regard  to  two  pointa — oamelj, 
the  relief  of  indigent  persoDs  at  their  own 
homes,  and  forming  depots  for  emigration, 
I  had  the  most  serious  doubts.  I  did  not 
think  it  was  advisable  to  introduce  a  Bill 
which,  in  my  opinion,  would  inflict  an  evil 
npon  Ireland,  without  further  inquiry  and 
conaidcration.  Now,  it  is  to  be  recollected, 
that  although  these  Commissioners  -were 
very  good  judges  with  regard  to  the  state 
of  Ireland  as  it  then  was,  and  with  regard 
to  what  they  knew  of  its  wants,  they  were 
not  equally  good  judges  with  respect  to  a 
systcni  of  outdoor  relief :  a  system  of  out- 
door relief  having  never  been  established  in 
Ireland,  I  think  it  was  not  likely  that  they, 
having  no  experience  uu  that  subject, 
should  be  able  to  tell  all  the  evils  of  that 
system.  For  tho  purpose,  however,  of 
further  conaideration,  and  with  the  view  of 
seeing  whether  my  objections  were  sup- 
ported by  others,  I  asked  the  opinion  es- 
pecially of  two  gentlemen, — viz.,  Mr.  Se- 
nior, who  had  been  one  of  the  merohers  of 
the  Commission  of  Inquiry  in  England,  and 
Mr.  George  ComewaU  Lewis,  one  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  of  England,  who 
had  pud  great  attention  to  the  subject 
which  is  now  under  consideration.  1  ask 
those  Gentlemen  who  say  I  neglected  the 
whole  gf  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  threw  them  out  of  sight  in  behalf  of 
the  recommendations  of  Mr.  Nicholl- 
ask  them  to  consider,  and,  if  they  are  ahle 
to  answer,  the  reasons  which  these  two 
gentlemen  I  have  named  gave  against 
adopting  the  Report  of  the  C( 
viz.  ;— 

"Mr.  Senior  at»ted,  with  respect  to  tlie  pro- 
posal for  giving  relief  to  indigent  pci  "" 
own  homes,  partJf  b;  private  cont 
parti;  bj  a  national  rate,  would  intrcxiuce  all  the 
abuses  uf  the  old  English  Poor  Law,  and  man; 
others  in  nddilion.  Mr.  Lewis  bad  similar  objec- 
tions, and  showed  that  it  would  be  a  great  injur; 
to  the  propertj  of  Ireland,  while  the  relief 
would   not   bo    oonSaed   to    the  indigent   poor 

He  showed  that  in  many  instances  the  law 
of  England  had  been  abused;  and  he 
thought  those  abuses  would  be  still  greater 
in  Ireland.  Mr.  Lewis  also  pointed  out 
the  dangers  that  would  attend  the  estab- 
lifihrncut  of  depots  for  emigrants.  Ue 
showed  that  people  would  coroe  to  them, 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  ready  to  go 
out  as  emigrants;  but  when  the  time  came 
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when  the  shin  was  ready  for 
lailing,  they  would  probably  say  that  nov 
they  had  changed  their  minds,  and  wcta 
ready  to  emigrate.  If,  in  such  circum- 
stances, these  people  were  held  bound  by 
their  first  intention,  you  would  then  idcut 
tho  reproach  that  you  were  actually  trans- 
porting those  persons,  instead  of  encou- 
raging voluntary  emigration.  And  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  you  allowed  them  to  re- 
main in  the  house,  you  would,  in  another 
form,  establish  workhouses,  without  tha 
proper  rules  and  regulations  that  belonged 
to  them,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  better 
to  establish  workhonses  at  once  with  thft 
regulations  necessary  for  their  govern- 
ment. These  reasons  appeared  to  me  de- 
cisive, and  I  would  have  proceeded  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  in  the  terms  of  the  present 
Poor  Law  of  Ireland;  but  I  thought  it 
better  to  get  still  additional  information, 
and  I  asked  Mr.  Nicholl,  one  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  to  go  to  Ireland,  and 
see  if  his  observations  there  had  led  him  to 
the  same  conclusions  as  myself  and  those 
gentlemen  I  had  consulted.  Mr.  Nicholl 
made  his  report  accordingly.  1  do  not  say 
that  the  Poor  Law  was  founded  on  his  ejc- 
pcrience  or  knowledge  of  Ireland;  but  I  say 
it  was  founded  on  the  Report  of  tho  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  of  Ireland,  with  the 
checks  I  thought  it  necessary  to  introduce. 
It  would  liavc  been  unpardonable  in  me, 
with  the  knowledge  I  had,  that  outdoor 
relief  had  created  great  abuse  in  England, 
and  was  certain  to  produce  greater  abuses 
in  Ireland,  if  I  should  have  introduced  a 
Bill  establishing  that  principle,  because  it 
!nded  by  the  Poor  I*w  Corn- 
Ireland.  It  would  have  been 
rith  my  public  duty  to  have 
done  so;  I  must  confess  that,  although  the 
Poor  Law  then  introduced  has  beeu  sub- 
jected to  great  difficulties — though  it  can- 
not be  said  to  have  worked  satisfactorily  in 
many  instances— yet  my  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  the  danger  of  the  House  sanction- 
ing a  Bill  for  the  general  administration  of 
outdoor  relief  is  unchanged.  I  think  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  the  well-being  of  the 
Irish  people  themselves.  When  yon  say 
there  are  2,300,000  poor  in  Ireland,  it  does 
not  mean  that  they  are  paupers,  but  that 
there  are  2,300,000  persons  who  have  not 
that  abundance  of  food  and  those  corafarts 
you  would  like  the  subjects  of  this  conntiy 
to  enjoy.  I  do  not  think  the  way  to  raise 
the  condition  of  these  persons  is  to  give 
relief  from  any  public  fund.  I  will  not  go 
into  the  other  questions  t^t  have  been  ad- 
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Tert«d  to  bo^  by  the  movers  of  tbe  present 
Motion,  and  the  Gentlem&n  wbo  bas  just 
spoken.  They  tte  very  important  ques- 
ttona — questions  of  union,  rat«,  of  the  cul- 
tivation of  waste  lands,  itc,  which  were 
too  important  to  be  diacussed  on  this  Bill, 
and  with  eucb  an  attendance  as  the  House 
now  exhibits.  My  opiiuon  is,  that  the 
course  you  should  pursue  towards  Ireland 
as  well  aa  towards  England,  is  to  endea- 
vour to  further  and  promote  tbe  means  hy 
which  the  labourers  should  be  able  to  ac- 
quire an  independent  Bubsistcace — that 
everything  you  can  do  fov  that  purpose 
should  be  done;  bat  that  you  should  not 
encourage  a  measure  by  which  the  labour- 
ers of  Ireland  and  England  should  be  in- 
daced  to  draw  their  subsistence  from  pub- 
lic rates;  that  such  relief  should  be  con- 
fined, as  far  as  possible,  to  persons  in  tbe 
utmost  state  of  destitution;  and  that  whe- 
ther by  a  workhouse,  or  otherwise,  or  by 
any  test  that  could  be  discovered,  they 
ought  to  discriminate  between  those  per- 
sona who  are  so  extremely  destitute  that 
they  must  receive  relief  from  public  cha- 
rity, and  those  persons  who  are  able,  one 
way  or  other,  to  earn  an  independent  sub- 
natence  for&emsclves.  That  is  the  gene- 
ral principle  on  which  I  have  acted,  and  de- 
sire to  act,  and  therefore  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  vote  against  the  second  reading  of 
tbe  Bill  before  tbe  House,  at  the  same  time 
looking  to  otb^r  meaaures  for  tbe  relief  of 
Ireland. 

The  O'CONOR  DON  concurred  in  much 
tbat  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Limerick;  but,  knowing  that  in  every  part 
of  Ireland  there  was  the  greatest  objection 
even  to  the  comparatively  small  amount  of 
rates  now  imposed  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  be  felt  convinced  they  would  feel  the 
strongest  objection  to  tbe  additional  and 
enormous  rate  which  it  was  proposed  hy 
this  Bill  to  impose  upon  them  for  tbat  pur- 
pose. The  arguments  which  had  been  ad- 
duced against  the  Bill  were  quite  sufficient 
to  induce  him  not  to  support  it ;  but  if  the 
hon.  Member  for  Limerick  would  bring  for- 
ward a  Bill  in  accordance  with  his  own 
views,  instead  of  supporting  a  Bill  from  all 
the  details  of  which  he  dissented,  he  for 
one  should  be  happy  to  discuss,  and,  if 
possible,  to  give  bis  support  to  it. 

Mb.  p.  BUTLER,  from  the  intimate 
knowledge  be  had  of  Ireland,  thought  that 
outdoor  relief  was  much  more  applicable 
to  that  country  than  to  England.  The 
poor  were  generally  supported  by  the  poor 
in  that  country,  but  Uiere  were  also  benevo- 


lent institutions,  from  which  great  relief 
was  obtained.  For  example,  there  were 
two  institutions — one  named  the  Charitable 
Society,  and  the  other  the  Benevolent  So- 
ciety— which  lost  week  relieved  500  per- 
sons in  the  city  of  Limerick ;  while  the 
number  of  persona  relieved  by  the  work- 
house, which  embraced  22  divisions,  was 
more  than  700.  A  strong  case  bad 
been  made  out  for  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stroud,  that  outdoor  relief 
should  be  given  ;  but  he  knew  sufficient  of 
Ireland  to  know  that  the  proposition  of  tbe 
hon.    Gentleman   was   perfectly   impracti- 

Mr.  WAKLEY  bad  hoped  to  find  a 
great  number  of  Irish  Members  in  tbe 
UouBG  on  such  an  occasion,  and  to  have 
heard  it  distinctly  stated  why  it  was  that 
poor  of  Ireland  were  to  receive  differ- 
ent treatment  from  the  poor  of  England. 
The  right  bon.  the  Home  Secretary  had 
decided  against  giving  outdoor  relief  in  Ire- 
land. That  was  the  declaration  of  an  influ- 
ential Miniaterof  the  Crown;  and  the  noble 
Lord  who  expected  aoon  to  be  Minister,  was 
equally  opposed  to  outdoor  relief ;  but  here 
wa»  a  county  Member  for  Ireland,  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  affairs  of  tliat  country, 
wbo  mixed  with  tbe  Irish  people,  who  passed 
a  large  portion  of  hia  time  in  Ireland,  who 
was  as  decisively  in  favour  of  the  Bill  before 
the  House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  appeared, 
at  first,  to  speak  doubtingly  as  to  outdoor 
relief;  hut  at  least  ho  gave  it  as  bis  opi- 
nion that  it  should  he  established  in  tbe 
sister  kingdom.  Now,  when  they  bad  auch 
different  courses  pursued  in  legislation, 
they  onght  to  endeavour  to  understand 
from  influential  persons,  wbo  took  on  in- 
terest in  this  question,  what  were  the  pre- 
cise circumstances  that  led  to  the  disUnc-' 
tiou  which  prevailed  in  tbe  two  countries. 
They  found  that  in  this  country  Irishmen 
preferred  being  sent  to  an  English  gaol 
rather  than  being  sent  back  to  their  own 
country.  He  had  been  told  this  by  Irish 
people  themselves,  who  asserted  that  their 
condition  would  be  preferable  in  a  gaol  in 
England,  to  being  sent  home  to  Ireland. 
Why  was  it  that  the  same  law  was  not 
meted  to  the  Irish  as  to  the  English  poor? 
They  had  beard  it  said,  that  if  it  were  so, 
it  would  amount  to  a  confiscation  of  pro- 
perty. Now,  what  waa  passing  in  Ireland 
at  that  moment  ?  Waa  there  not  danger 
already  both  to  life  and  property  in  that 
country?  It  seemed  to  be  imagined  that 
by  staving  o^  this  thing,  the  evil  would  be 
lessened ;  but  he  believed  the  etUa  of  Ir«* 
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land  vould  continue  to  mKg:tiiff  till  they  that  tiieee  Crimea  votdd  ineresM  tmleu 

adopted  the  beudo  course  towards  the  Iriih  the;  g^Tc  to   IreUnd  one   remedy — and 

Car  which  was  now  in  existence  in  Bog-  that  was  the  title  to  relief  in  cases  of  des- 
nd.  A  poor  man  in  England  being  des-  titution.  That  waa  all  he  aaked.  Give  to 
titnte,  had  a  right  to  relief ;  in  Scot-  the  Irish  people  the  same  law,  in  this  re- 
land  he  had  no  such  right,  but  des-  spect,  which  thej  gave  to  the  people  of 
titution  gare  him  the  right  in  England,  England,  and  the  social  condition  of  the 
and  that  was  the  right  of  poverty  as  con-  people  of  Ireland  would  undergo  a  great 
traated  with  the  right  of  property.  The  change.  The  hon.  Oentleman  concluded 
noble  Lord  himaelf  had  often  stated  that  by  stating  his  intention  to  support  the 
destitution  should  be  the  foundation  of  the  Bill  introdaced  by  'Uie  hon.  Member  for 
right,    and   that  wherever  it  existed  the  Stroud. 

right  ahould  be  enforced.     That  principle  Lord  C.  HAMILTON  was  adverse  to 

waa  a  good  one,  and  productive  of  great  going  into  Committee,  because  there  waa 

advantages ;  and  why,  he  asked,  if  it  waa  go  mnch  more  in  the  Bill  that  he  diaap- 

for  the  advantage  of  the  Enghsh  labourer,  proved  than  the  contrary,  and  he  sbonld 

would  it  not  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  therefore  vote  against   the   second  read- 

Iriah  labourers  ?     Could  Irish  Gentlemen  \a^_ 


be  contented  to   hear   it   staled  in   that 
House  that    their  countrymen  preferred 
being  sent  to  a  gaol  m  this'  country  to 
being  aent  back  to  their  own  land  ?     That 
was  a  statement  that  should  excite  a  very 
painful   feeling  in    their   minds,  and   lead    j|^^j 
them  to  consider  what  muat  be  the  real      -,i^ 
state  of  the  poor  in  their  country.     He    ,^j 
aaked  Gentlemen  who  said  that  the  mea- 
sure he  advocated  wonld  lead 
cation  of  property 

.t.teofth.ng.mlh.teountrj>    Th.j  h»i    »„],i„„,. '^'^  ' 

n  a  state  of  destitution ;  and  they 


Mr.  FREWEN  meant  to  vote  agiunit 
the  second  reading  because  there  were  so 
many  clauses  in  the  Bill  of  which  he  disap- 
proved. In  his  opiniun,  the  present  sys- 
tem of  Foor  Law  in  Ireland  was  such, 
e  only  thing  that  could  be  done 
was  to  repeal  the  existing  Statute, 


„  decidedly  in  favour  of  outdoor  relief,  and 
T  1  J  L*.*^"  ij  l>*d  Ifig  l*^"  ao.  The  present  ajstem 
Ireknd,  .h.t  wonM    ^  ,„,»  „Uef  to  Irek.d  did   ,er.  Me 


had  become  so  destitute  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  other  night,  gave  them  a 
most  striking  statement  as  to  the  indif- 


workhouses. 

R.  P.  SCROPE  aaid,  he  would  not 
the  House  the  trouble  of  dividing. 
object  had  been  to  some  extent  an- 


feience  with  thich  they  regarded  life ;  they    "j'^j/^^JL^^^i,'!""'^'^  *^  ""*^°°''  "'^*^ 
had  become  reckless  with  reference  to  life,      ■    "■  "  omno  •>•» 


and  almoat  reckless  with  reference  to  pro- 
perty. And  why  did  they  do  so  ?  Be- 
cause they  had  ceased  to  have  enjoyment 
of  happineas  or  repoae.  They  were  in  a 
state  of  privation  and  misery  moat  deplo- 
rable, and  they  looked  to  that  House  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  relief,  by  seeing 
adopted  towards  them  the  same  aystem  of 
relief  which  prevailed  in  thia  country. 
Waa  it  not  a  painful  aource  of  thought  to 
aee  a  man  who  was  out  of  work,  desti- 
tute and  starving,  and  unable  to  go  into 
the  workhouae,  having  no  redress,  no  re- 
medy at  law,  but  doomed  to  perish  from 
want ;  and  yet  no  individnal  found  respon- 
■ible  for  thia  sacrifice  of  life.  In  auch  cir- 
cnmstauces  as  these  he  believed  that  the 
property  of  Ireland  was  in  a  state  of  dan- 
ger. It  was  maddening  and  exasperating, 
in  the  highest  degree,  to  millions  of  tne 
people  ;  and  no  wonder  if  crime  waa  com- 
mitted even  to  a  greater  extent  than  had 


had  made  some  way. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Bill  put  off  for  six  months. 
House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  Six. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS, 
Tkwtday,  April  2,  1846. 


Chultia  (lidud). 


THE  VICTORIES  ON  THE  SUTLEJ— BAT- 
TLE3  OF  ALIWAL  AND  SOBHAON— VOTE 
OP  THANKS  TO  THE  AEMT. 


The  Eahl  of  RIPON  :  I  flatter  myself, 
bwtt  Stated  in  Uut  Uouhi    He  beUered  my  Lords,  tiutt  jva  will  pudon  me,  if,  in 
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Ihe  conne  I  am  about  to  take  tUa  evening, 
I  do  that  which  is  not  altogether  conform' 
able  with  the  usual  practice  of  your  Lord- 
ibips'  House,  and  proceed  to  submit  to 
JOQT  Lordships  a  Uotion  of  which  I  hare 
not  pretionsly  giren  notice.  My  Lords,  I 
cm  sure  yon  will  beliere  that  I  could  have 
no  derire  improperly  to  deviate  from  the 
inles  of  the  Honse;  and  still  less  wilt  jou 
consider  that  if  I  propose  to  add  to  the  Mo- 
tion of  which  I  have  given  notice,  another 
of  which  I  have  not  given  notice,  I  have 
done  ao  on  any  notion  on  my  part,  or  any 
conception  on  your  Lordships  part,  that 
the  splendour  of  the  achievement  which  I 
am  about  to  bring  under  your  notice,  with- 
out previously  informing  yoa  of  it,  could 
possibly  dim  the  original  brightness  of  that 
glorious  achievement  to  which  I  shall  first 
Kfer.  But  I  did  think  that  on  an  occasion 
like  the  present — considering  the  intimate 
connection  between  these  two  events^ — be- 
tween the  successes  and  honours  that  be- 
long to  them — it  might  seem  reasonable 
and  proper  that  they  should  be  considered 
together;  and  that  the  very  fact  of  your 
Lordships  recording  on  one  and  the  samo 
day  your  sentiments  in  regard  to  two  such 
bright  achievements  of  war  irould  show, 
not  only  to  the  people  of  India,  bnt  to  the 
whole  world,  what  are  the  resources,  the 
power,  and  the  energy  of  this  country,  and 
now  grateful  you  are  to  those  who  develop 
them  to  the  world  in  whatever  quarter  of  it 
they  may  be  called  into  action.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  your  Lordships  will  pardon 
me  for  tbe  course  I  am  about  to  pursue, 
I  will,  in  the  first  place,  advert  to  that 
portion  of  the  subject  of  which  I  have  given 
notice,  and  which  refers  to  the  battle  of 
Aliwal.  I  am,  my  Lords,  very  sensible 
that  it  does  not  require  any  eloquence  on 
my  part  to  inspire  your  Lordships  with 
those  feelings  which  would  naturally  arise 
in  contemplating  snch  a  display  of  skill 
and  courage  on  the  part  of  our  army;  and 
it  ia  impossible  that  any  description  I  can 
give  of  the  operations  of  that  glorious  day 
eouid  bring  them  before  your  Lordships  in 
a  manner  more  clear,  precise,  and  intel- 
ligible to  the  least  scientific  or  the  least 
profesuonal  person,  as  the  very  account 
given  by  the  conqueror  himself — a  spe- 
cimen, I  think,  of  composition  which 
would  do  honour  to  the  moat  literate 
Member  of  your  Lordships'  House.  Pos- 
sessing, therefore,  my  Lords,  this  ad- 
vantage, i  am  enre  I  need  not  trouble 
yon  t^  entering  into  any  detailed  deserip- 
tton  M  that  which  has  been  alresdy  ao  ad- 


mirabljf  deBoibed,  and  vrhich  must  still 
be  vindly  present  to  the  minda  of  your 
Lordships,  who  have,  no  doubt,  read  the 
deapatchoB.  But  I  will  advert  shortly  to 
some  of  the  circumstances  which  preceded 
this  distinguished  action — circumstances,  a 
thorough  compreheuBion  of  which  may  per> 
haps  be  necessary  to  demonstrate  more 
particularly  the  athnirable  skill  and  judg- 
ment witii  which,  from  beginning  to  end, 
Sir  Henry  Smith's  operations  were  con- 
ducted. Your  Lordships  will  recollect  that 
when  our  army  first  advanced  to  meet  the 
invasion  of  the  Sikhs,  it  was  deemed  ne- 
cessary, as  4t  was  doubtless  prudent,  to 
withdraw  a  great  part  of  our  forces  which 
were  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  protect- 
ing Loodiana,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
a  combination  with  that  portion  of  the  army 
which  was  advancing  From  Umballah,  and 
thus  to  proceed  to  meet  the  Sikhs  at  Feroie- 
pore  with  a  larger  and  more  concentrated 
force.  No  donbt  the  effect  of  that  was  to 
leave  Loodiana  erposed  to  an  attack  by 
any  force  the  Sikhs  might  have  in  tiiat 
quarter;  but  the  chief  object  was  to  attack 
their  mun  army  at  Ferotepore,  and  there- 
fore points  of  secondary  importance  were 
unattended  to,  in  order,  by  every  effort,  to 
concentrate  a  powerful  army,  and  by  these 
combined  forces  to  strike  the  decisive  blow. 
No  sooner,  however,  had  the  enemy  been 
driven  across  the  Sutlej,  after  the  battles  of 
the  21st  and  22nd  of  December,  and  our 
army  placed  in  a  position  that  was  unassul' 
able  by  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side,  than 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  strengthen  our 
force  at  Loodiana,  not  only  to  guard  against 
contingencies,  but  to  displace  any  force  of 
the  enemy  that  might  nave  appeared  in 
that  quarter.  It  was  clear,  that  although 
it  was  expected  that  any  force  the  enemy 
could  collect  at  Loodiana  would  not  amount 
to  such  a  number  as  he  had  on  the  lower 
port  of  the  Sutlej,  yet  still  the  poution 
which  he  occupied  on  that  point  would 
be  such  as  to  canse  extreme  inconveni- 
ence by  cutting  off  our  communications, 
by  intercepting  the  arrival  of  detached 
reinforcements ;  and  above  all,  by  caus- 
ing to  diverge,  if  not  capturing,  the 
heavy  battering  train,  the  arrival  of  which 
at  the  camp  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
was  indispensably  necessary  to  enuble  him 
to  carry  on  his  future  operations.  It  was, 
therefore,  determined  to  detach  a  force  to 
Loodiana  with  the  view  of  effecting  that 
object.  Sir  H.  Smith  was  selected  to 
command  this  force  ;  and  on  or  about  the 
7tli  of  Januvy,  I  tlUnk,  various  corps  hoi 
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nun  might  have  been  t«inpte(],  b;  that 
spirit  which  belongs  to  him  in  common 
with  other  British  officcre,  to  have  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  of  making  an 
attack  oil  the  enemy;  but  he  was  too  wise 
to  deviate  from  his  instructiona,  or  to  lose 
sight  of  the  object  of  his  march.  He  waa 
not  led  away,  by  the  hope  of  making  a 
successful  attack,  to  deviate  from  the  line 
prescribed  to  him,  or  to  forget  the  im- 
portant object  of  concentrating  his  forces 
OD  Loodiana.  He  therefore,  with  admirable 
coolness,  moved  to  tlie  right,  leaving  the 
enemy  in  a  position  which  it  was  not  pru- 
dent to  assail,  but  moving  onwards  in  a 
parallel  line  towards  tbc  point  of  Loodiana. 
lie  bad  in  the  meantime  communicated  to 
Brigadier  Godhj  that  he  was  advancing, 
and  had  directed  him  to  ([uit  the  fort  of 
Loodiana  to  meet  him  on  the  road.  The 
enemy  endeavoured  to  intercept  him,  but 
he  formed  his  men  in  such  a  way  as  to 
enable  him  at  once  to  continue  his  march, 
or,  if  necessary,  to  wheel  up  and  fight 
tliem.  The  enemy,  with  great  skill,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  confined  themselves  in  the 
first  instance  to  a  distant  cannonade  ;  they 
had  an  excellent  road  to  move  upon,  but 
Sir  H.  Smith  was  obliged  to  move  the 
whole  of  his  force  through  very  deep  sand, 
which  necessarily  impeded  his  progress  and 
fatigued  his  troops:  but  he  still  adhered 
resolutely  to  the  object  he  had  in  view; 
and  although  the  enemy  waa  much  more 
numerous  than  our  troops,  and  strong 
enough,  had  tbey  concentrated  tbeir  whole 
strength,  to  have  enveloped  them,  yet  be 
was  not  dismayed  ;  he  went  on  exactly  as 
he  had  started,  and  etTocted  the  junction  at 
Loodiana  with  comparativ^y  trifling  loss  ; 
although  there  were  some  brave  men  un- 
doubtedly who  fell  under  the  effect  of  the 
cannonade,  and  he  lost  some  of  the  baggage 
of  the  rear  guard,  which,  compared  with 
the  main  object,  was  a  matter  of  insignifi- 
cance, lie  gained  his  object,  and  concen- 
trated his  force  at  Loodiana.  Whoever 
looks  at  the  maps  of  the  country  wiU  see 
that,  by  placing  himself  in  the  position  in 
which  he  did,  he  was  almost  in  the  rear  of 
the  enemy's  position  at  Buddowal;  and 
therefore,  although  be  had  avoided  an 
a4)tion,  and  sustained  comparatively  no  loss, 
he  bad  put  himself  in  such  a  position  with 
regard  to  the  enemy's  force  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  they  could  malntuit 
themselves  without  fighting  him  in  ihe  po- 
sition of  Buddowal.  In  the  meantim« 
Brigadier  Wheeler  had  advanced  to  join 
hia.    He  WH  infgrmed  thkt  an  actioB 


moved  in  that  direction  from  our  camp  near 
FeroBOpore,  and  other  points;  and  by  the 
15th  of  Janu&ry  a  large  force  waa  assem- 
bled there,  and  was  quite  prepared  against 
any  sudden  attack  of  the  enemy.  About 
this  time  intelligence  was  received  at  head- 
quarters to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  had 
collected  a  very  large  force  at  Fhulloor 
opposite  Loodiana — larger  than  was 
gmally  supposed,  and  waa  moving  at 
the  river,  and  that  it  was  supposed  he 
would  entrench  himself  in  a  position 
between  the  main  body  of  our  army  and 
the  reinforcements  assembled  in  the  fort. 
It  then  became  necessary  to  take  fur- 
ther measures  to  increase  our  forces,  to 
meet  these  new  circumstances;  and  ac- 
cording the  53d  Regiment  of  Iler  Majesty'e 
infantry,  which  was  moving  up,  waa  or- 
dered to  join  Sir  H.  Smith's  division, 
which  was  afterwards  increased  by  a  body 
of  cavalry,  including  the  16th  Lancers. 
Sir  H.  Smith's  force  waa  directed  to  at- 
tack a  fort  called  Durrumkote,  which  in- 
terrupted the  communication  between  out 
poaition  on  the  Sutlej  and  Loodiana.  Su 
H.  Smith  proceeded  to  execute  this  move- 
ment; the  enemy  abandoned  the  fort  im- 
mediately, it  only  requiring  a  few  shots 
to  induce  them  to  surrender;  and,  as  a 
consequence,  some  guns  aqd  a  quantity 
of  grain  fell  into  our  hands.  The  generol 
then  advanced  in  the  direction  of  Loodi- 
ana, being  in  tlic  meantime  to  be  join- 
•d  by  the  53d  Regiment  and  a  corps  of 
Native  troops,  the  Shekawattee  brigade, 
which  was  arriving  from  another  point,  and 
expected  to  be  in  that  vicinity  by  the  22nd 
of  January.  It  was  also  determined  to 
send  to  General  Smith  another  division, 
vix.,  the  brigade  under  Brigadier  Wheeler. 
On  proceeding  on  bis  march,  the  53d  Regi- 
ment was  found  at  the  point  mentioned; 
the  Shekawattee  brigade  was  also  advanc- 
ing according  to  the  calculations  which 
hod  been  made  ;  and  he  proceeded  on  tbe 
21st  on  his  march  from  Jugraon  to  Lood- 
iana. In  the  interim  the  enemy's  forces 
were  making  a  forward  movement  towards 
Loodiana,  and  it  was  also  discovered  that 
they  had  taken  up  a  position  at  the  village 
of  Buddowal,  which  was  aituated  on  the 
direct  road  to  Loodiana.  That  road  posses 
through  several  villages,  all  defenaible, 
and  by  that  poaition  the  enemy  had  placed 
themselves  exactly  on  the  line  of  march 
between  Jugraon  and  Loodiana.  When  he 
arrived  at  a  certain  distance  from  Loodiana, 
be  found  them  in  position,  moving  in  a  line 
pondlel  to  that  he  had  taken.    Many  % 
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had  been  fonght  on  the  31st,  in  which  the 
British  troopa  had  been  entirely  BDcceefi^, 
and  that  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back. 
In  oonseqiience  of  thie  be  proceeded  in  the 
direct  road  from  Dhmrumkote  to  Loodi- 
ana.  When  be  had  advanced  a  certain 
distance  he  received  otber  intelligeQce  of 
an  opposite  tendency,  deacribing  an  action 
and  defeat;  and,  therefore,  be  felt  it  impoB- 
aible  to  push  on  in  that  direction;  if  he 
had  done  bo,  he  felt  that  he  might 
have  been  compromiaed,  and  have  fallen 
into  the  midst  iM  the  enemy's  anny.  He 
tlien  retired,  and  took  a  more  circuitous 
coarse,  in  (M>der  to  join  Sir  Harry  Smith; 
bat  this  movement,  although  it  originated  in 
erroneous  informatiim,  brought  the  beads  of 
hia  column  so  far  to  the  position  of  the  right 
of  the  enemy,  that  tbey,  finding  themselves 
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with  Sir  Harry  Smith's  corps  on  their  left, 
and  Kigadiu-Wheeler  on  the  right,  deemed 
their  position  untenable,  and  decamped  in 
the  middle  of  the  night.  The  position 
wUck  Sir  Harry  Smith  occupied  made  it 
imposuble  for  the  enemy  to  retire  at  the 
pomt  at  which  he  had  crossed  the  river 
and  he  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  make  a 
longer  march  to  cross  at  a  lower  part.  On 
the  26th,  Sir  Hany  Smith  was  joined  by 
Brigadier  Wheeler,  and  he  proceeded  to 
attack  them.  He  had  collected  a  strong 
force,  although  conHtderably  inferior,  un- 
doabtedly,  to  that  of  tbe  enemy,  which  bad 
been  reinforced  from  time  to  time,  and  at 
the  very  last  had  been  reinforced  by  tbe 
AvitabUe  Begiment,  which  may  be  assnmed 
to  be  the  flower  of  tbe  enemy's  infantry. 
His  du^  and  orders  were  to  drive  the 
enemy  across  tbe  Sutlej.  He  knew  be 
coold  do  it,  and  he  did  it.  He  proceeded, 
faansg  made  bis  arrangements,  to  execute 
the  beautiful  mancenvre— if  tncb  a  phrase 
ia  spplioable  to  each  a  case — which  ended 
in  the  total  defeat  and  discom^tnre  of  tbe 
Sikh  army.  I  cannot  think  it  neccBsarv 
tor  me,  my  Lords,  to  enter  into  any  detail 
of  the  skiHul  manner  in  which  he  arranged 
the  order  of  his  march,  and  provided,  as  it 
appears,  against  every  possible  attack  that 
could  be  made  upon  him;  white  the  dispo- 
aition  of  bis  own  forces  was  such  as  to  give 
him  every  facility  for  making  the  attack 
himself :  all  these  are  beyond  my  praise, 
and  certainly  require  no  explaiution  or 
illaatra^n  from  me.  Such,  my  Lords, 
was  the  order  of  hie  advance ;  and  no  man 
can  read  the  account  which  he  gives  of  the 
OKmnencement  of  the  action,  without  seeing 
in  his  conduct  signs  of  a  great  master  in 
Hm  art  irf  war.  The  most  perfect  coolneu 
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and  self-possession ;  no  uncertainty,  no  in- 
decision, no  wavering,  nothing  omitted,  no 
precaution  neglected,  a  reserve  where  a 
reserve  was  necessary,  in  every  part  -,  and 
all  arranged  with  a  degree  of  beautiful 
precision  and  a  skill  that  I  believe  never 
were  exceeded  by  tbe  arrangement  of  the 
most  distinguished  commander.  He  moved 
on  to  the  attack  under  a  heavy  fire ;  then 
halted  for  a  few  moments — and  why  did  be 
halt  ?  To  see,  with  the  eagle  eye  of  a 
great  captain,  whether  He  could  not  discover 
which  was  the  key  to  the  enemy's  positiim; 
and  he  found  it  in  the  village  of  AliwaL 
He  immediately  made,  under  fire  of  the 
enemy,  such  a  disposition  of  his  troops  aa 
enabled  him  to  force  the  position ;  and  by 
forcing  that  poution  on  tne  left,  he  enve- 
loped the  wing,  and  drove  it  back  in  con- 
fusion on  their  right.  That  was  what  he 
anticipated,  and  what  he  effected.  I  be* 
lieve  it  was  one  of  the  most  complete  ope- 
rations of  the  kind  that  ever  was  undertaken 
under  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  success  was 
moat  complete.  Our  troops  had  indeed  a 
gallant  enemy  to  deal  with,  who  were  not 
slow  in  making  their  own  arrangements, 
and  they- withstood  them  with  the  greatest 
courage  and  fortitude;  but  nothing  oould 
finally  withstand  the  irresistible  attack 
that  our  gallant  soldiers  made ;  and  the 
result,  as  your  Lordships  know,  was  that 
the  enemy  was  driven  helter-skelter  over 
the  river,  with  a  loss  which  mast  have 
made  them  repent  having  invaded  onr  soil 
in  such  an  unrighteous  cause.  In  this  con- 
test, my  Lords,  all  vied  with  each  other: 
There  seems  to  have  been  not  one  moment 
of  confusion,  not  a  moment  of  doubt,  not 
moment  of  hesitation.  It  was  not  tbe 
European  recovering  what  might  have  beea 
bst  by  the  Native  ;  but  it  was  the  Native 
vying  with  tlie  European  in  every  attaek 
that  he  was  colled  on  to  make ;  and  it  is 
one  of  the  most  gratifying  oircumstancea 
all  these  transactions  to  know  that  these 
Native  troops  have  shown  theniselves  not 
inferior  to  our  own;  and  that  they  deserve 
equally  well  of  the  countiy,  and  equally  w^ 
with  our  own  countrymen,  the  approbation 
and  applause  of  your  Lordships.  I  will  not 
fatigue  your  Lordships  bv  entering  into 
every  detiul  of  this  battle;  oat  I  will  allude 
to  one  little  circumstance  which  strikes  ma 
worthy  of  notice,  as  exhibiting  stronglt 
the  spirit  with  which  our  troops  were  ani- 
Your  Lordships  may  recollect  that 
Henry  Smith's  account  he  states, 
that  Brigadier  Cureton's  cavalry,  when  the 
line  of  i^antry  deployed,  were  on  the  right 
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flank.  It  consiBted  of  Her  Majeatj'a  16th 
Lancers,  of  the  5th  and  1st  Nadre  Qainixy, 
and  the  Bodj  Guard.  Brigadier  Cnretoo 
(Urected  a  chuge  to  be  made  in  front  of  the 
enemy's  entrenchroents,  bj  two  of  these 
regimenta,  the  16th  and  the  Bodj  Quard. 
The  1st  Regiment  of  Natire  Cavalrj,  which 
was  a  weak  regiment,  was  left  in  reserve, 
waiting  for  orders  to  act.  Brigadier  Cure- 
ton,  after  the  charge  of  the  other  regiments, 
came  up  to  this  regiment,  and  said,  "  Now, 
my  brato  bojs,  charge  the  camp."  They 
heard  the  word,  and  they  did  charge  the 
oamp  ;  they  charged  the  entrenchment ; 
they  got  orer  it;  they  forced  their  way 
through  it :  the  first  salnte  they  reeeired 
was  a  volley  of  grape  shot.  They  had  the 
greatest  possible  difficulties  to  encounter, 
Mcanse  Uie  enemy's  lenta  were  so  near 
that  there  was  little  or  no  room  for  the 
eavalry  to  pass  or  to  form.  NeverthdesB, 
in  spite  of  all  these  difficulties  they  posaed 
on:  they  saw  before  them  infantry  and 
oaTalry  whom  it  was  their  dnty  to  attack, 
ud  they  pressed  on  in  spite  of  theae  oh- 
fltacles.  There  was  a  young  officer  in  the 
n^ment,  of  the  name  of  Ellice,  the  son 
tf  a  right  hon.  Oentleman  who  is  rery  well 
known,  I  believe,  to  some  of  your  Lord- 
thips;  he  headed  that  attack.  He  had 
not  joined  hia  regiment  for  more  than  a 
few  months ;  be  certainty  never  saw  any 
fighting  of  the  sort  in  hia  life;  but  Mr. 
Ellice  Knew  what  he  had  to  do,  and  that 
Ids  duty  was  to  press  on ;  and  in  spite  of 
all  these  obstacles  and  difficulties  he  gal- 
loped on  for  the  purpoae  of  attacking  those 
vnom  he  saw  withm  the  entrenchments. 
He  turned  round  and  found  that  such  had 
been  the  difSculties  in  the  way  that  he  had 
mly  eight  men  with  him;  the  rest  had  been 
suable  to  keep  up.  When  he  saw  that,  he 
•awat  the  same  time  a  body  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  before  him,  and  this  boy  at  the 
head  of  these  eight  men  chafed  the 
Mvalry.  They  did  not  atand  to  let  him 
bring  his  forces  to  bear  against  them,  but 
they  opened  their  ranks  and  afforded  him 
s  passage  through,  firing  on  them  aa  they 
passed.  This  discharge  killed  four  of  hia 
eight  men,  and  there  he  was  left  alone  with 
finir followers,  Whatbecameoftheenemy? 
They  were  all  driven  at  last  into  the  river, 
Bot  by  this  boy  and  these  few  men;  but 
tftey  moat  have  been  panic-atruck  with 
die  gallantry  of  the  attack,  and  by  the 
preaanre  that  was  afterwards  made  upon 
them.  1  mention  this  incident  as  an  ex- 
ample of  the  fiery  spirit  with  which  the 
tnxm  wera  aiumated,  ud  the  thirst  of 


glory  with  which  they  were  all  actuated; 
of  this  spirit  this  incident  may  be  taken  as 
a  not  unreasonable  illustra^n  ;  and  it  was 
with  that  view  that  I  took  the  liberty  of 
adverting  to  it.  When  anch  a  spirit  pre- 
vails amongst  young  and  inexperienced 
men,  what  may  it  be  expected  to  produce 
on  those  of  more  mature  years,  and  greater 
experience  and  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
war  f  The  trophies  of  the  day,  my  Lords, 
were  all  the  cannon  that  the  enemy  hod 
brought  across  the  river,  all  their  ammuni- 
tion, and  atores  of  every  kind,  that  had 
been  accumulated  in  their  camp;  and  the 
waves  of  the  Sutlej  carried  down  to  the 
ford  of  Hurreekee,  the  tite  de  pont  in  front 
of  the  bridge,  and  encampment  of  the 
Sikh  army,  the  bodies  of  ttiose  men  who 
were  drowned  in  their  attempt  to  escape 
&om  the  slaughter  with  which  they  were 
threatened.  Not  long  after  the  fort  of 
Pholloor,  on  the  opposite  bank,  seems  to 
have  been  taken  by  us.  The  immediate 
consequence  of  this  victory  was,  that  the 
Governor  General  and  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  felt  that  the  tune  had  now  arrived 
when  their  task  was  to  be  performed. 
They  had  received,  what  was  so  necessaiy 
to  Uiem,  the  division  of  heavy  artillety 
that  was  coming  up  from  Delhi.  They 
were  themselves  posted  in  such  a  way  as 
to  be  unassailable  by  the  enemy,  and  in 
just  reliance  on  the  courage  of  their  troops, 
and  the  skill  of  the  officers  who  were  to 
act  under  them,  they  felt  that  what  they 
had  to  do  was  to  drive  the  enemy  across 
the  river.  Accordingly  orders  were  imme- 
^tely  sent  to  Sir  Henry  Smith,  directing 
him  to  return  with  that  portion  of  the 
force  towards  the  camp  from  which  he  had 
orifpnally  been  sent,  A  sufficient  nnmber 
of  troops  were  left  in  Loodiana  to  cover 
that  position,  and  to  secure  it  agunst  the 
posaibility  of  a  renewed  attack.  Sir  Henry 
Smith  arrived  on  the  8th  February,  and 
on  his  arrival  the  plan  for  the  attack  of 
the  tite  de  pont  was  determined  on  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  And  then  Mgan 
the  other  glorious  battle,  which  I  call  upon 
your  Lordahipa  to  honour  with  your  thanks 
upon  the  present  occasion.  And  here, 
again,  1  must  say  that  1  should  be  wasting 
your  Lordships'  time  if  I  were  to  attempt 
to  describe  that  battle.  It  ia  described 
by  those  who  conducted  it,  who  arranged 
the  plan,  and  who  have  gained  to  them- 
selves immortal  honour  in  its  execution,  in 
words  which  will  be  a  far  more  imperish- 
able memorial  than  any  language  that  may 
bUfrom  me,  of  the  noble  d«»di  of  that 
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we&kening  the  forae  of  the  despatch,  from 
a  fear  of  eonftuing  iti  oleameie  if  I  were 
to  attempt  to  enter  upon  it ;  and  I  leave 
your  Lordshipa  to  form  your  own  opiniani 
»a  to  the  dijpoBition  of  the  attaou,  the 
ftkill  with  which  thej  were  made,  aud  the 
energy  and  succeSB  with  which  they  were 
crowned.  All  who  were  present  shared 
eqnaUy  in  the  gloiy,  &om  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  to  the  Sepoy.  They  all  deierre 
{our  Lordships'  thaaki.  But  there  was  a 
eavj  loss  sustained  upon  that  occasion — 
men  of  great  renown,  of  diitingniahed  ser- 
Tices,  fdl;  and  whilst  we  gloiy  in  the  sno- 
oees  of  those  who  surrive,  we  may  lament, 
deeply  lament,  the  fate  of  thoae  who 
fell.  The  Commander-in-Chief  mentions, 
amongst  thoae  to  whom  he  was  indebted 
for  assistance  on  tliat  great  day,  the  name 
of  the  QoTemor  General;  and,  my  Lords,  I 
know  not  whether  it  is  geaeraUy  known, 
bnt  I  am  sure  it  was  not  known  when  the 
first  despatch  was  published,  that  that 
gallant  officer  had,  ten  days  before,  met 
with  a  rery  severe  accident — a  fall  from 
his  horse — which  for  soma  days  incapaci- 
tated him  from  attending  at  head-quarters. 
So  eager  was  he  to  do  eveiything  in  his 

Krer  in  order  to  facilitate  the  Comman- 
-iQ-Chief  in  the  execution  of  his  plans, 
that,  one  night,  somethbg  having  ocoorred 
to  him  which  he  thonght  it  necessary  he 
shonld  comrannicate  to  the  Commandei^in- 
Chief,  he  set  off  without  delay  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night,  and  rode  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief's head-qnarters ;  and  it 
was  on  his  return  from  thence  that  this 
accident  happened.  At  the  time  of  this 
battle,  although  his  energies  were  never 
broken  down,  his  body  was  comparatively 
weak;  and  they  who  know  what  fighting 
is,  and'What  the  feelings  of  a  general  must 
be  upon  such  occasions,  will,  I  think,  un- 
derstand what  must  have  been  the  feel- 
ings of  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  when  he  was 
obliged  go  to  down  to  battle  in  a  carriage. 
In  a  carriage,  however,  he  went;  bat  when 
he  was  there,  his  carriage  was  not  his 
post.  He  mounted  his  horse,  or  rather 
he  was  lifted  upon  it,  for  be  could  not 
mount  it  himself;  and  there,  most  proba- 
bly under  bodily  suffering  of  an  acute  kind, 
he  was  ready  to  assist  and  to  take  his 
share,  if  he  was  called  on  so  to  do,  in  ren- 
dering those  services  which  have  been  so 
nobly  and  honourably  attested  by  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The 
moment  the  battle  was  over.  Sir  Henry 
Hanling«  immediatelj  proceeded  to  super- 


intend the  other  part  of  the  plan,  whiob 
was  the  passage  of  the  river  by  two  of  the 
divisions  at  a  lower  point,  to  which  boat! 
had  been  brought,  and  where  a  bridge  had 
been  constructed.  The  boats  were  brought 
up  the  Indus,  and  were  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  passing  over  the  whole  of  our  army 
after  this  success  had  been  won.  Accord- 
ingly the  army  was  moved  over  that  veiy 
night.  Two  divisions  of  inlantrr  and  a 
portion  of  the  cavalry  were  moved  ova  in 
the  course  of  that  night.  The  whole  of 
the  remainder  of  the  army  was  moved 
over  in  the  course  of  the  rollowing  daySf 
and  they  immediately  advanced  on  ths 
road  to  Lahore,  to  a  place  called  Kussoor^ 
which  was  a  strong  and  defensive  position, 
if  the  enemy  had  been  in  any  condition  to 
defend  it.  They  were  not ;  for  the  lossea 
they  hod  sustained  had  demoralised  their 
army,  and  deprived  them  of  all  means  of 
"active  movement.  The  remainder  of  the 
march  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  with- 
in sixteen  miles  of  Lahore,  from  whenctt 
the  last  despatch  is  dated,  was  made  with- 
out the  Hmallest  obstacle,  or  even  the  an- 
pearance  of  an  enemy.  This,  my  Lords, 
closes  the  scene,  up  to  the  period  of  ths 
last  despatch,  I  forbear,  as  it  is  my  duty 
to  do,  from  noticing  many  things  with  r^ 
Bpect  to  that  which  your  Lordships  now 
know  to  be  the  nature  of  the  terms  pro- 
posed between  the  Governor  General  and 
the  Court  of  Lahore.  That  might  involvft 
political  conaideratious,  into  which  it  ia 
not  for  me  to  enter  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, Whatever  my  opinions  and  feelings 
may  be,  all  I  coU  on  yonr  Lordships  now 
to  do  is  to  testify,  by  what  I  am  sure  will 
be  the  unanimous  sense  of  the  House,  the 
high  esteem  in  which  you  hold  those  gal- 
lant men  who  have  fought  so  bravely  in 
the  service  of  their  country.  When  your 
Lordships  feel  how  much  is  due  to  the  Qo- 
vemor  General,  and  the  responsibility  that 
was  thrown  upon  him — and  give  me  leave 
to  say  that  those  who  ore  not  thoroughly 
aware  of  the  nature  of  that  respoUNbili^ 
cannot  adequatdy  appreciate  it,  but  those 
who  are  ignorant  of  it  may  leam  the  weight 
of  it  by  perusing  the  letters  which  are  on 
the  Table  of  the  House — they  will  then 
fully  acknowledge  the  energy,  Uie  activity 
of  mind  which  characterized  bim  in  provid- 
ing for  every  contingency  that  might  arise, 
so  as  to  enable  him  to  meet  it  with  effect. 
I  could,  my  Lords,  produce  many  of  those 
letters  of  the  descriptjon  referred  to,  which 
would  show  the  comprehensive  view  of  the 
Governor  General's  mind  in  providing  for 
P2 


423 


The  Vktorieion 


{LORDS} 


tMe  SuOej— 


these  operatioDi,  uid  vhich,  I  tlunk,  mAj 
be  ttken  as  a  fur  parallel  to  the  umilar 
OOirespondence  of  Napoleon,  or  to  that  of 
the  illDEtrioQS  commander  who  now  sits 
near  me  (the  Duke  of  Wellington),  nnder 
whom  he  had  once  served,  and  which  in 
every  line  e>;hibit  that  clear  and  distinct 
understanding  which  is  one  of  his  chsrac- 
teristica.  It  was  in  that  school,  too,  that 
Sir  Hugh  Qongh  had  learned  fighting. 
That  gallant  Officer  had  at  a  fonner  period 
■hared,  in  a  humhler  sphere — for  I  do  not 
know  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  rank  of 

gineral  when  ho  served  with  the  illustrioos 
nke — in  the  glories  of  the  Peninsula. 
It  was,  however,  no  doubt  true  that  Sir 
H.  Gough  had  there  learned  a  lesson  under 
the  same  master — the  greatest  master  in 
the  art  of  war.  It  must  indeed  afford  mat- 
ter of  gratification  to  the  feelings  of  that 
niutttiona  Commander  to  find  that  those 
who  have  served  under  him,  even  in  infe^ 
lior  capacities,  and  have  taken  their  lessons 
<it  war  from  his  precepts  and  example, 
come,  in  after  times,  to  serve  their  country 
in  great  and  responsible  conunands,  and  by 
fresh  achievements  of  their  own,  add  to  his 
idunu  on  the  admiradon  of  his  country- 
men, and  thus  come  to  he  looked  upon  as 
noble  inheritors  of  the  fiune  which  he  has 
left  them,  but  which,  thank  God!  he  yet 
lives  to  enjoy.  [Loud  cAserf.]  The  vic- 
tories we  now  propose  to  commemorate 
have  been  achieved  in  that  same  hemi- 
sphere where  the  noble  Duke's  career  com- 
menced— where  he  first  displayed  those 
great  qualities  which  will  rank  him  among 
nia  countrymen — ay,  and  among  the  ene- 
mies of  this  country — u  one  of  the  greatest 
names  that  have  a^domed  the  annals  of  his- 
tory. I  will  not,  my  Lords,  waste  your  time 
any  longerin  descantingfurther  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  our  recent  exploits,  but  will  proceed 
to  read  the  Motions  with  which  I  propose  to 
eonclude  my  observations.  The  firet  Mo- 
tion I  mean  to  introduce  to  your  notice  re- 
lates to  the  battle  of  Aliwalj  and  the  other 
to  the  battle  of  Sobraon.  I  feel  that  there 
n  some  apology  due  from  me,  because  I 
have  not  taken  on  myself  to  specify  the 
acts  of  those  whose  names  are  recorded  in 
diose  despatches,  and  whom,  I  am  aware, 
▼on  are  fully  entitled  to  honour.  1  can 
nardly  say  I  feel  that  I  have  occupied  too 
nneh  of  your  time  in  speaking  epon  this 
■abject ;  but  I  am  induced  to  abstaui  from 
making  further  observations  on  the  conduct 
of  those  other  gallant  officers  who  have 
behaved  so  gloriously,  from  the  conscious- 
ness that  I  shall  be  followed  by  noble 
Lords  who  are  so  much  better  qnaufied  to 


do  justice  to  their  merits.  I  felt  that  I 
couid  not  have  done  justice  to  them.  It 
only  ranains,  then,  for  me  to  move^ 

"  That  tbe  Thanki  of  this  Hoow  be  pven  to 
Major  Generml  Sir  Menr;  George  Smitb,  Enisht 
Commander  of  the  Mo«t  Hoaoursble  Milituy  Or- 
der of  tbe  Bith,  for  hi*  ekllful  sad  meritorioas 
CoDduot  when  in  Comnund  of  the  Briluh  Troops 
eiB^Ojred  aguiurt  s  Urge  Fortioa  of  the  Sikh 
Arnij  of  grestlj  lupenor  Namben,  uid  tor  the 
iignsl  Valour  and  Judgment  ditpUjed  hj  him  in 
the  BstUe  of  the  38th  of  Jummrr  1816,  when  the 
EoeniT'a  Foroe  mi  totally  defeated,  and  a  tww 
Lustre  added  to  tbe  Reputatiim  of  the  Britiah 

"  That  the  Thsnki  of  thii  Hooae  be  given  to 
tbe  eereral  Offioera,  European  and  Native,  nnder 
the  Command  of  Sir  Heniy  Smith,  for  tbe  dietin- 
guiihed  Servioet  rendered  bj  them  at  the  Battla 
of  Aliwal. 

"  That  this  House  doth  highly  approve  of  and 
e<Himiend  tbe  Intrapiditj  and  exemphvj  Disci^ina 
displafed  bj  the  Non^oammisiioned  Oflloer*  and 
PriTate  Soldierg,  Europnn  and  Native,  on  the 
S8th  of  Jannarr  1846,  in  their  Attack  on  the  Ene- 
mx'e  PoeitioD,  by  whioh  the  Sikhi  were  completely 
rooted  and  driven  in  Confiuion  acrou  the  Sutlej, 
with  tbe  LoM  of  all  their  Artillery  and  Milituj 
Equipment ;  and  that  the  same  be  ligDtfled  to  them 
b;  the  Commander!  of  the  several  Coipt,  who  st* 
deiirsd  to  thank  them  fbr  their  gallant  Behaviour. 


veral  Offlners  referred  to  therein,  thii  House  de- 
■irea  to  acknowledge  tbe  Zeal  and  Judgment 
evinoed  bj  The  Eif^t  Honoursble  Lieotenant  Ge- 
Det«l  Sir  Ueaij  Hsrdinge,  Knight  Grand  Croii  of 
the  Order  of  tbe  Bath,  Governor  General  of  Indi:^ 
and  also  bj  General  Sir  Hugh  Gongfa,  Baronet, 
Knight  Grand  Crou  of  the  Order  of  the  BaUi, 
ComiitBnder  in  Chief  of  the  Foroe*  in  India,  in 
nimtlTtng  Major  General  Sir  Henrjr  Smith  wHh 
moh  ReioforcemeDta  and  Milituj  hban)  as  ena- 
bled him,  under  Divine  Providence,  to  overoome 
all  the  Obitacles  thrown  in  hi*  Way  by  ■  brsTB 
and  determined  Enemy. 

"  That  tbe  Thanki  of  thii  Haa*e  be  given  to 
The  Right  Honourable  IJeotenant  General  Sit 
Henry  Uardinge,  Knight  Grand  Crou  of  the  Most 
Hoaonrable  Military  Order  of  tbe  Balb,  Goremor 
Oeneral  of  India,  for  tbi  Judgment,  Energy,  and 
Ability  with  whioh  the  Re*om«es  of  the  bitiih 
Empire  in  India  have  been  a[^ed  in  repelling 
tbe  oi^JDit  and  miprovolMd  Invadonof  theBritiBh 
TsnltocT  by  tbe  Sikh  Nation ;  and  fa-  tbe  Valoor 
and  inde&t^nUe  ExntioDi  whioh  be  diqdsyed  on 
the  10th  of  Febroary  tSM,  at  the  Battle  of  So- 
braon, when,  by  tbe  Bleating  of  Alnii^^  God, 
which  we  desire  moat  humbly  to  acknowledge, 
thii  hostile  and  treaeberoai  Invasion  wu  soooets- 
My  defeated. 

"  That  the  Thanki  of  thii  House  be  given  to 
General  Sir  Hugh  Gtmgh,  Baronet,  KniglM  Grmud 
Cross  of  the  Host  Hcmourable  Military  Order  of 
tbe  Bath,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Fomei  in 
Indls,  tor  tbe  lignal  Ability  and  Valonr  with  which, 
upon  the  lOtb  tt  Febmsry  1346,  be  direetsd  and 
led  the  Attack,  vbsntbe  Enemy'i  Entrenohments 
were  itamed,  tbsir  Artillery  captured,  Uinr  Army 
defeated  and  soattervd,  and  tbe  Punjab  laid  open 
to  the  Advsnoe  cJ  our  victorioni  Troopt. 

"That  the  Thanki  of  tbli  Home  be  ginn  to 
l^sr  Osoval  Sir  Bsm?  Oeotis  Snith,  Kn}^ 
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Comnundsr  of  th«  Hoit  Hononrable  MiliUr;  On 
der  of  the  Both  ;  M^or  Geoenl  Walter  Raleigb 
Gilbert ;  uid  M^or  General  Sir  Jweph  Th&ck- 
well,  Knifht  Commander  of  the  Moat  Hooonnble 
HiUtary  Order  of  the  Bath;  and  to  the  other  09- 
oen,  European  and  Native,  for  the  diatingniihed 
SerrioH  rendered  bf  them  is  the  aminentlj  auo- 
oessM  OpentioDB  at  the  Battle  of  Sobnon. 

"  That  thii  House  doth  highlf  approve  of,  and 
eomtnead  the  inTinclble  Intrepiditj,  PerteTeraDoe, 
and  rteadj  Diaoipline  diiplajed  hj  the  Non-oom- 
niaaioned  Offloan  and  Private  Soldiers,  Enropeao 
and  Native,  on  the  lOtb  of  Februai?  1849,  bj 
which  the  Glory  of  the  British  Amu  haa  been 
Riooanfull;  maintained  againit  a  dstermined  and 
grsatl;  inperior  Foroa ;  and  that  the  lame  be  >ig- 
nided  to  than  by  the  Conunanden  of  the  nveral 
Corp«,  who  are  deiind  to  thank  tb«in  for  their 
gallaot  behaviour." 

The  Earl  of  AUCKLAND  said :  I  iun 
requested  by  1115  noble  Friend  the  Mar~ 
quaes  of  Lansdowne  to  express  his  regret  at 
bis  inabilitj  to  be  present  this  eveaing,  and 
to  take  a  part  in  this  discussion.  Had  he 
been  here,  I  have  no  doubt  be  would  have 
felt  bimoelf  called  upon  to  ^re  his  warm 
support  to  the  Motion  of  the  noble  Lord 
opposite.  In  the  absence  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  I  renture  to  offer  myself  to  your 
Lordships'  attention,  for  the  purpose  of 
seconding  the  Motion  which  bu  just  been 
read  by  my  noble  Friend.  I  do  so  with 
great  reluctance.  I  feel  bow  ill  I  can  sup- 
ply the  place  of  my  absent  Friend,  and  how 
incapable  I  am  of  doing  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject. But  I  take  the  deepest  interest  in 
It ;  and  I  fed  that  no  deficiency  of  expres- 
sion on  my  part  can  take  anything  from 
that  intense  and  nnirersal  feeling  of  admi- 
ration and  gratitude  which  is  felt  in  this 
House  and  throughout  the  country  towards 
our  army  in  India,  for  the  wonderful  suc- 
cesses which  they  have  recently  achieved. 
[Cheen.]  Itoaonot  be  necessary  for  me 
to  do  more  than  refer  to  those  clear  and 
distinct  despatches  which  have  been  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  or,  after  the 
full  and  eloquent  description  which  has 
been  given  of  the  recent  exploits  of  our 
army  in  India  by  my  noble  Friend  oppo- 
site, to  enter  into  any  detuls  connected 
irith  those  operations.  The  admirable 
despatch  of  Sir  H.  Smith,  of  the  30th  of 
January,  is  sufficient  to  show  the  whole 
opentions  of  the  British  troops  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Aliwal.  We  see  in  that  despatch 
how  well  the  reinforcements  bad  been  pre- 
pared by  the  Qovemor  General  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief;  we  see  what  a  fixed  de- 
termination of  purpose  cbaracterixed  the 
conduct  of  Sir  H.  Smith;  how  under  cir- 
cumatancea  of  great  provocation  and  dan- 

rhe  persevered  in  movementa  necessary 
the  aoUectitm  rf  bia  forces;  and  how  ha 


awaited  the  proper  time  for  interferaice 
and  action.  We  also  see  described  the  or- 
derly array  of  battle  with  which  the  forces 
under  his  command  entered  into  the  field. 
The  contest  at  Ferozeshah  was,  no  doubt, 
severer  and  more  fearfuL  In  that  battle 
the  enemy,  vastly  superior  in  numbers,  had 
the  advantage  of  fortified  entrenchments. 
At  Aliwal,  with  the  same  disproportion  of 
numbers,  the  field  was  fair  and  open  ;  and 
bravo  as  was  the  resistance  of  the  enemy, 
success  was  not  for  a  moment  doubtiiil. 
Our  troops  conducted  themselves  at  they 
always  do  conduct  themselves ;  and  I  re- 
joice for  them  that  they  have  gained  tiiis 
additional  title  to  our  gratitude.  But  I 
rejoice  also  on  account  of  Sir  H.  Smith, 
towards  whom,  from  long  and  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, I  have  learnt  to  hear  the 
greatest  respect  and  regard.  He  has  by 
his  conduct  in  this  battle  superadded  to 
the  fair  fame,  acquired  in  many  a  hard- 
fou^t  field,  of  a  brave  and  excellent  sol- 
dier, the  high  character  of  a  skilfiil  and 
consummate  commander  ;  and  I  would  not 
omit  to  point  out  to  the  attention  of  your 
Lordships  the  care  which,  onder  his  direc- 
tions, was  after  the  battle  taken  of  the 
wounded,  and  tbe  protection  and  shelter 
which  were  afforded  to  them.  In  confer- 
ring this  vote  of  thanks,  I  would  have 
your  Lordsfaips  consider  the  imporiaaoe 
of  the  victories  that  have  been  obtained; 
for  not  only  was  the  division  of  the 
Sikh  army  which  Sir  H.  Smith  enoonn- 
tered  destroyed,  but  the  way  was  prepared 
for  their  final  defeat.  One  detachment  of 
the  army  of  Sir  H.  Smith  was  the  first  to 
invade  the  territory  of  the  Sikhs,  mider 
Brigadier  Wheeler;  and  he  himself  was 
ready  to  take  a  part  in  that  great  and  glo- 
rious battle  which  concluded  the  opera- 
tions. Of  this  latter  battle,  I  will  not  fur- 
ther occupy  your  Lordships'  tdme  by  re- 
minding you  of  the  exploits  there  exhibited, 
after  the  deetdption  that  has  been  given 
of  it  by  my  noble  Friend,  than  to  observe, 
that  it  was  well  directed,  well  contested, 
and  bravely  won;  and  I  rejoice  for  Sir 
Hugh  Gough  that  one  who  has  ren- 
dered so  many  important  serrices  to  his 
country  should  have  been  present  to  di- 
rect these  operations.  Before  I  sit  down, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  point  out  one  or  two 
minor  circnmstances  which,  at  tbe  pre- 
sent moment,  I  think  of  much  interest. 
We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  prusing  our 
European  soldiers,  who,  no  doubt,  deserve 
all  our  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  executed  their  difficult  duties  in  the  bat>^i 
ties  in  which  they  were  engaged.  [OkMrt.j% 
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mauei  of  the  enemy  whererer  ikej  were 
collected ;  that  it  esBOred  the  defeat,  and 
waa  forward  in  the  punuit  of  the  enemj,  and 
was  toiAj  t«  cros*  the  river  had  such  a 
movement  been  neces«ar)r.  [Chten.]  Sir 
H.  Smith  cloMB  hia  eulogiom  on  them  by 
Baying, "  Onr  guns  and  gonnera,  officers  ana 
men,  maybe  equalled,  but  cannot  be  excelled, 
by  any' aiiilleiy  in  the  world,"  I  leave 
others  to  make  Uteir  own  ohserratians  on  the 
great  events  wluch  have  lately  occurred  in 
Uie  East.  And  yet  these  events  may,  after 
all,  he  smnmed  up  in  a  few  words.  An 
attack  was  made  upon  the  British  territo- 
rioB  hy  an  army  better  equipped  and  more 
nnmerous  in  amount  than  the  British  {  I 
might  say,  diey  were  almost  better  directed 
than  any  army  which  the  British  Govern* 
m«nt  in  India  has  ever  before  had  to  con- 
tend against.  Its  movements,  however, 
were  marked  by  treachery  and  a  breach 
of  honour.  The  British  Government  was 
in  some  degree  taken  by  surprise,  and 
the  preparations  were  not,  consequently, 
M  advanced  as  they  might  have  wished. 
Notwithstanding  these  oircumatancea,  in 
the  space  of  seven  weeks  there  had  been 
four  fiercely  contested  battles  fought,  and 
four  victories  obtained;  the  atrengUi  of  the 
Sikh  army  had  been  dispersed  and  anni- 
hilated,  and  for  the  apprehension  of  danger 
security  has  been  substituted.  The  Britiah 
Qoverament  in  India  stands  now  on  a  pin- 
nacle of  glory  and  in  a  position  of  eeonrity 
snch  as  it  has  scarcely  ever  before  en- 
joyed. Farther,  it  has  been  in  the  power 
of  the  Indian  Government,  with  a  juit 
sense  of  honour  and  its  own  dignity, 
and  with  a  dne  regard  to  the  vast  Empire 
which  ia  committed  to  its  care,  to  impose 


They  have  never  fuled  to  eihibit  their 
high  and  soldierlike  qualitiea  in  every  ser- 
viceinwhiohtheywereemployed.  [CAeerf.] 
We  have  also  been  in  the  habit  of  prusing 
the  Sepoy  troops — led  as  they  are  on  theae 
occasions  by  Buropean  officers ;  and  they 
also,  in  these  bstUoa,  have  confirmed  the 
oharacter  they  have  long  sustained.  It  may 
not  be,  however,  generally  known  that  part 
of  the  force  under  Sir  H.  Smith  was  almost 
exclusively  composed  of  natives.  The  re^- 
ments  of  irregular  cavalry — the  Sheka- 
vattee  brigade,  the  Nusaecree  and  Sir- 
moor  battaiiona — have  indeed  a  European 
eommander,  second  in  command,  and  adju- 
tant ;  but  every  other  officer,  as  well  as 
every  soldier  in  the  force,  u  native  Indian. 
The  Shekawattee  brigade  has  not  even 
an  European  commander.  It  was  raised, 
equipped,  and  disciphoed  by  Major  Fontor, 
than  whom  the  Company  has  no  braver  or 
more  excellent  officer.  He  is  a  native,  the 
son  of  a  European  father,  and  doca  not 
even  bear  a  commiasion  in  our  aerrice;  the 
brigade  consists  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and 
infantry,  and  took  a  chief  part  in  the  con- 
flict. These  irregular  corps  were  ranged 
in  line  with  our  European  corps  and  the 
regular  Sepoys.  They  are  described  as 
contending  with  these  for  the  front ;  and, 
haring  taken  a  full  share  in  the  struggle, 
they  bore  away  a  fair  share  of  the  trophies, 
and  they  are  entitled  to  a  fair  share  of 
the  praise.  They  ahowed  themselves  not 
daunted  by  loaa.  The  Nuaeeereo  corps  of 
not  more  than  640  men,  in  the  two  battles, 
lost  upwards  of  140,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
and  to  the  end  were  forward  in  the  onset.  I 
am  also  anxiotu  to  draw  attention  to  the  ser- 
vices of  another  body.  After  the  battle  of 
Peroseahah,  an  unfavourable  opinion  pre- 
vailed as  to  the  equipment  of  the  Bengal  Ar- 
tiDery,  and  various  discuasiona  have  arisen 
as  to  whether  it  is  not  of  lighter  calibre  than 
it  ought  to  be.  Opinions  were  expressed  on 
the  one  hand  in  favour  of  the  ederity  and 
fitcility  of  movement  which  attended  the 
use  of  the  light  gun;  and  other  opinions 
were  expressed  is  favour  of  a  heavier  gun. 
On  these  points  I  can  give  no  opinion  ; 
but,  assuredly,  opposed  as  this  artillery 
waa  against  the  arUUery  of  the  Stkhs  in 
•Btrenchments  at  Feroieahah,  it  was  not 
in  its  proper  place,  and  success  could  not 
bo  expected.  But  if  your  Lordships  ever 
had  any  doubt  as  to  ihe  efficiency  of  this 
Inaneh  of  the  Indian  army,  I  beseech  yon 
to  read  the  despatch  of  Sir  H.  Smith,  in 
iriueh  you  will  see  it  stated  that  thia  ulO- 
kn,  in  its  proper  place  on  the  plains  of 
Mwal,  waa  at  all  timaa  ready  to  doMgam 


circumstances  of  the  ease  demanded. 
Of  the  exact  nature  of  those  terms  we  are 
not  as  yet  so  precisely  informed  as  to  coma 
to  any  elear  opinion  upon  them ;  but  we  may 
well  rest  with  confidence  on  the  forbear- 
ance, and  wisdom,  and  juaUce  of  Sir  Henry 
Hardinge.  I  am  glad,  Uierefore,  on  my  own 
part,  as  well  aa  on  that  of  my  noble  Friend 
who  ia  absent,  and  of  my  noble  Frienda  near 
me,  to  express  our  cordial  ooncorrence  in  the 
Motion  brought  forward  by  the  noble  Earl 
opposite.  There  ia  one  other  point  npon 
iriuch  I  wish  to  touch  before  concluding — 
namely,  the  loss  of  so  many  of  our  brave 
men  which  has  aeoompanied  those  great 
■ucceeset.  I  deeply  lament  this  uiss ; 
neverthdess,  ws  must  bear  this  consolatioii 
in  rntod,  that  if  the  measures  of  the  Qover- 
1  the  Commander  in  Chief 
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oeMftil,  we  might  tuve  been  eng^ed  in  & 
protneted  warfare — va  might  hare  hod  to 
enoounter,  not  the  enemy  onlj,  hot  the  hot 
and  rainy  leaBona,  and  have  eniitained  even 
■  hearier  loss  thui  that  which  we  have  in- 
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enrred.     [Loud  cheers.] 

The  Dots  of   WELLINGTON: 


^l 


Lorda,  I  certainly  lament  the  absence  d 
the  noble  Uarqaeaa  who  spoke  on  a  eimi- 
lar  enbjeet  about  a  month  ago,  and  who  on 
that  oceasion  io  eloquently  applauded  the 
conduct  of  the  army.  I  should  hare  been 
delighted  to  bear  bis  eloquent  applauee  of 
ibe  operations  wbicb  my  noble  Friend  baa 
broagbt  under  your  Lordahips'  attention. 
But,  my  Lorda,  I  muat  aay,  1  am  consoled 
for  the  absence  even  of  the  noble  Marqueaa 
by  the  statement  of  my  noble  Friend  op- 
posite. Hy  noble  Friend  has  stated  that 
die  vote  of  jour  Lordships  will  be  unani- 
mous, and  thus  it  will  correspond  with  the 
nniTeraal  feeling  of  satisfoction  which  pre- 
tuIb  throngbout  the  country.  It  is  unne- 
oessary  for  me — and  in  this  respect  I  shall 
follow  the  example  of  my  noble  Friend— it 
is  unnecessary  for  me,  st  the  same  time 
that  I  pronounce  my  warmest  applause  of 
the  actions  in  which  the  army  haa  been 
engaged,  to  enter  on  any  particular  detail 
on  tCe  subject  of  those  actions.  But  I 
wish  just  to  remind  your  Lordahipa  gene- 
rally of  the  course  of  these  events,  Hy 
Lords,  the  campaign  commenced  under 
eztraor^ary  circnmstancea.  The  Gover- 
nor General  had  purpoaely  avoided  giving 
any  cause  of  uneasiness  to  the  Sikh  Go- 
vernment. He  was  anxious,  to  a  degree, 
to  prevent  collision  with  &at  Oovernment. 
Be  wished  to  preserve  it;  and  in  confor- 
mity with  the  policy  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment, which  was  that  it  should  remain 
in  Btr«igth,  he  took  measures  for  the  pre- 
servation of  peace  by  forming  an  additional 
barrier  against  invasion  on  the  north-west 
frontier.  He  wasaware  oftheirregularities 
of  the  Sikh  snny,  of  the  uneasiness  it  gave, 
and  of  the  anxiety  of  the  Qovemraent  that 
measures  should  he  adopted  in  order  to 
restore  discipline;  but  he  hoped,  by  giving 
no  cause  for  uneasiness  to  that  Govern- 
ment, that  he  would  prevent  the  collision 
he  waa  so  anxious  to  avoid.  With  this 
view  he  did  no  more  than  provide  for  the 
security  of  the  most  prominent  points  on 
the  frontier,  Feroiepore  and  Loodiana.  He 
had,  besides,  a  reserve  at  Umbollah,  juat 
sufficient  to  defend  the  poaitiona  which  he 
intended  to  preserve  in  case  they  should 
be  attacked.  Under  these  circumstances, 
this  great  attack  was  made,  and  yonr  Lord- 


ships h&ve  abeady  pronouneed  your  ojn- 
nions  upon  the  first  operations  which  took 
place  in  consequence  of  the  invasion.  Tba 
operations  which  my  noble  Friend  haa  de- 
tailed as  regards  Loodiana,  were  taken  in 
order  to  strengthen  our  position,  and  open 
communication  with  Feroiepore.  Battlea 
were  fought  on  the  18th  of  December,  and 
on  the  night  of  the  2lBt  and  morning  of 
the  22nd;  and  the  enemy  was  obUged  to 
recross  the  Sutlej,  A  position  was  then 
taken  on  the  Sutlej,  and  war  having  been 
commenced  by  the  Sikhs,  arrangementa 
were  made  to  enable  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  carry  on  militaiy  operations  with 
enei^,  and  with  eventuu  success  and  ho- 
nour. Troops  were  ordered  from  the  rear, 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  commenced  ar- 
riving from  an  early  period  in  January, 
An  artillery  train  was  ordered  up  from  a 
distance  of  250  miles,  before  the  arrival  of 
which  it  wonld  have  been  useless  to  crova 
the  Sutlej.     In  the  mean  time  the  distant 

SDsts  on  the  Sntlej,  and  especially  Loo- 
iana,  were  throatened.  That  place  was 
even  attacked  and  the  cantonments  bomt; 
and  then  it  was  that  Sir  H.  Smith  was 
sent  towards  Loodiana,  taking  possession 
of  various  posts  on  his  road — Dhurrumkoto 
and  others,  of  which  the  enemy  hod  taken 
possession  by  sending  bodies  of  troops 
across  the  Sutlej.  Ibeg  your  Lordships 
to  observe  that  when  Sir  H,  Smith  was 
sent  on  the  expedition  with  which  he  was 
intruated  he  hod  three  objects  in  view. 
One  was  to  give  security  to  the  posts  at 
Loodiana,  which  had  been  already  roin- 
forced  by  the  arrival  thero  of  Colonel 
Godby.  Another  object  was  to  secure  onr 
communication  with  the  rear  by  Busaeeon, 
a  point  of  great  importance  to  the  commu- 
nication between  Ferozepore  and  Loodiana 
in  the  front  lino,  and  between  Ferozepore 
and  Delhi  in  the  rear,  the  point  frvm  which 
the  heavy  train  and  the  means  of  carrying 
on  the  uege  and  the  idtimate  operations  of 
the  war  were  to  come,  and  which  must 
have  passed  within  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  of  the  enemy,  while  the  main 
body  of  the  army  at  Feroiepore  was  at  a 
diatance  of  not  leas  than  fifty  miles.  These 
were  the  paints  to  secure  which  Sir  H. 
Smith  had  been  detached  from  the  army. 
Uy  Lords,  he  immediately  directed  his  at- 
tention to  Loodiana.  He  marched  on 
Loodiana,- first  endeavouring  to  effect  a 
conuuunication  with  Brigadier  Godby.  I 
must,  however,  here  observe  to  you,  my 
Lords,  having  mjaelf  carried  on  operations 
in  that  country,  that  one  of  the  greatest 
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read  ftn  iLCctraiit  of  an  affair  in  which 
ability,  energy,  and  discretion  were 
manifested  than  in  ttiifi  case,  of  one  in  which 
any  officer  hsB  ever  shown  himself  more 
capable  than  this  ofScer  did  of  commanding 
troops  in  tho  field.  Every  description  m 
troops  was  brought  to  bear  with  all  arms 
in  the  position  in  which  they  were  most 
capable  of  rendering  service  ;  everything 
was  carried  on  most  perfectly— the  nicest 
nian<euvres  being  performed  mider  the 
enemy's  fire  with  the  utmost  precision  ; 
nor,  my  Lords,  have  I  read  of  any  battle, 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  in  which  at  the 
same  time  energy  and  gallantry  on  the 
part  of  the  troops  were  displayed  to  a  de- 
gree that  surpassed  that  exhibited  in  this 
engagement.  [Chtert.]  I  must  say  of 
this  officer  that  I  never  saw  any  case  of 
ability  manifested  more  clearly  than  in 
this;  it  has  been  shown  that  Sir  H.  Smith 
is  an  officer  capable  of  rendering  the  moat 
important  services,  and  of  ultimately  b^ng 
on  honour  to  thisconntiy.  My  Lords,  be- 
fore I  conclude  I  most  advert  to  a  particu- 
lar corps,  composed  of  Rajpoot*,  one  of  the 
principal  castes  of  India,  and  commanded 
by  a  father  and  three  sons.  It  is  impossible 
that  any  corps  whatever,  h  owe  ver  formed  and 
organized,  could  have  rendered  more  ser- 
vices, or  have  conducted  itself  better  than 
that  corps  ^d  on  this  occasion.  I  also 
quite  concur,  my  Lords,  with  my  noble 
Friend  in  what  ho  said  as  to  the  Bengal 
Artillery.  Really  we  must  not  notice  re- 
ports and  observations  made  by  a  parcel  of 
ignorant  persona.  Uistakes  and  false 
movementJi  may  be  made  on  every  occa- 
sion; bnt  see  what  this  corps  did.  How 
did  they  behave  on  all  occasions  ?  And 
how  in  this  very  action  ?  My  Lords,  the 
Bengal  Artillery  is  one  of  the  most  scien- 
tific corps  in  that  arm  which  exists  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  It  is  composed  of  men, 
not  natives,  but  like  ourselves,  English- 
men; and,  rely  on  it,  whenever  they  are 
opposed  to  an  enemy  they  will  conduct 
themselves  as  they  have  ever  conducted 
themselves,  as  Englishmen  ever  do,  and  as 
becomes  their  country.  They  behaved  ad- 
mirably on  this  occasion;  uid  it  is  quite 


difficulties  of  those  operations  consists  in 
securing  tho  communications  between  dif- 
ferent bodies  of  troops  engaged  in  conjoint 
operations  on  account  of  the  clouds  of  light 
troops  that  attend  all  the  native  armies. 
Communication  under  such  circumstances 
is  hardly  possible  by  any  means  except 
with  strong  bodies  of  troops.  In  this 
instance,  owing  to  these  circumstances, 
the  communication  failed,  and  Sir  H. 
Smith  was  under  the  necessity  of  marching 
within  reach  of  the  intrenched  camp  occu- 
pied by  tho  enemy.  He  knew  that  he  must 
effect  the  objects  he  had  in  view,  namely, 
muntain  the  communication  with  Loodi- 
ana  ;  and  it  was  under  these  circumatances 
that  his  baggage  was  carried  away  by  the 
«nemy,  who  come  out  from  his  intrenched 
oamp.  My  Lords,  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  make  these  remarks  witii  regard  to  the 
difficulty  of  keeping  up  communications  in 
that  country,  because  the  loss  of  this  bag- 
gage was  the  only  check  tbat  the  gallant 
officer  met  with  during  his  operations;  and 
in  fact,  the  loss  of  this  baggage,  trifling  as 
it  is,  is  the  only  misfortune  which  has 
happened  during  the  whole  of  the  opera- 
stions  which  have  taken  place  in  that  port 
of  the  country.  But  this  loss  of  baggage 
has  been  written  up  as  a  great  misfortune, 
when  in  point  of  fact  it  could  not  be  other- 
wise than  as  it  was.  Sir  H.  Smith  was 
obliged  to  march  withm  sight  of  that  in- 
trenched camp  which  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy  had  left,  which  gave  their  light 
tow>pB  the  opportunity  of  cutting  off  his 
baggage.  Well  then,  my  Lords,  Sir  H. 
Smith  arrived  at  Loodiana.  Hy  noble  Friend 
haa  described  his  operations,  the  circum- 
stances attending  hts  conduct,  and  his 
a^ure  of  the  enemy's  intrenched  camp  at 
the  very  moment  they  had  abandoned  it, 
having  retired  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
sence of  the  force  commanded  by  Brigadier 
Wheeler,  who  had  been  sent  from  the  main 
army  to  reinforce  him  and  enable  him  tho 
better  to  contend  with  the  immense  force 
to  which  he  was  opposed.  I  beg  your 
Lordships  to  observo  that  Sir  H.  Smith 
had  not  only  to  secure  his  communication 
with  Loodiana,  but  likewise  his  junction 
with  Brigadier  Wheeler,  who  alone  was  not 
able  to  stand  agiunst  the  enemy.  Heper- 
formed  all  these  objects,  and  having  been 
joined  by  Brigadier  Wheeler,  he  then 
moved  on  to  attack  tbat  new  position  which 
&e  enemy  had  token  up  near  tho  river. 
Hy  Lords,  I  will  sar  with  regard  to  the 
movementa  of  Sir  H.  Smith,  that  I  have 
read  die  accounts  of  many  battles;  but  I 


clear  that  they  must  have  been  very  i 
verely  engaged  agmnst  odds  vastly  supe- 
rior in  guns.  Ily  Lords,  I  must  once  more 
refer  to  Sir  H.  Smith.  After  having  per- 
formed the  feat  I  have  described,  he  set 
out  on  his  return  to  join  the  army.  Ha 
arrived  there  on  the  7th.  [A  noble  LoBo: 
On  the  8th.]  Well,  on  Ote  7th  or  the 
8th,  the  battle  having  been  fought  on  tbe 
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will  agree  in  the  Uotion  of  mj  noble  Friend, 
and  ttutt  TOUT  rote  will  be  nnanimoDa, 
[Cheert.] 

Lord  COLCHESTER  did  not  riM  in 
the  ilightest  degree  to  impede  the  mani- 
mity  of  their  LordshipB*  decieion.  He  fobs 
merely  to  expreaa  a  ytiih  and  a  hope  that 
those  who  had  fallen  in  these  engagements, 
and  who  were  now  beyond  the  reach  oJF 
their  LordshipB*  praise,  would  not  be  for> 
gotten.  He  referred,  among  others,  to 
Major  General  Sir  Robert  Dick,  to  Briva- 
dier  Taylor,  and  Captain  Fitjier.  aor 
need  he  remind  their  Lordships  that  th» 
same  tribute  was  due  to  Sir  Robert  Sale. 
Ee  only  mentjoned  this  in  hope  that  while 
thus  thinluug  of  the  snrrirorB  they  would 
remember,  at  the  proper  time  and  place, 
those  who  had  fallen,  and  that  a  tribute 
would  be  paid  to  their  memory  similar  to 
that  which  was  offered  to  those  who  died  in 
the  late  war. 

Loan  STRAFFORD:  MyLords,  I  haye 
neither  the  presmnpUon  nor  the  bad  taste 
to  detain  your  Lordships  with  my  opinion 
on  the  nierits  of  the  late  glorious  Tictories, 
when  you  have  just  heard  that  of  the 
nohle  Duke,  the  first  professional  au- 
thority existing  ;  hut  I  am  desirous  to 
bring  before  you  some  details  which  you 
will  all  like  to  hear,  as  they  are  so  highly 
creditable  to  individuals;  and,  in  particular, 
to  one  of  high  rank,  whose  death  in  the  last 
action  has  deprived  the  country  of  one  of 
the  best,  most  doToted,  and  gallant  officers 
that  have  graced  the  annals  of  military 
service  :  I  mean  the  late  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Taylor  of  the  29th  Regiment.  When 
appointed  to  tiie  command  of  that  corps  in 
India,  he  was  in  Canada ;  and  such  was 
his  xeal  to  hasten  to  his  post,  that  in  three 
consecutive  months  ho  was  in  America, 
Europe,  and  Asia.  From  the  period  of 
his  joining  the  regiment  of  which  I  have 
the  high  honour  of  being  Colonel,  I  have 
been  in  constant  and  confidential  corre- 
spondence with  that  excellent  man  ;  and  I 
never  knew  one  more  thoroaghly  devoted 
in  thought  and  act  to  the  interests  of  the 
service  of  which  he  was  so  distinguished 
an  ornament.  I  have  had  applications 
from  him  to  serve  others  who  were  under 
his  command ;  but  a  single  request  for  any 
benefit  to  himself  I  never  hod.  I  knew  that 
his  health  had  suffered  :  a  change  of  sta- 
tion and  relaxation  from  duty  would  have 
been  beneficial ;  but  he  saw  the  prospect 
of  hostilities  comrnencing,  and  no  thought 
for  himself  couh)  remove  him  Avm  what  he 
considered  his  post  of  dnty ;  even  the  declin* 
ing  health  of  his  wife  and  the  loss  of  his  chil- 


26th  previously.  At  that  time,  my  Lords, 
nearly  on  the  same  day  the  heavy  train  for 
aiege  reached  the  army,  and  then  a  plan 
was  formed  for  the  attack  of  the  great  po- 
Mtion  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  en- 
gaged in  intrenching  from  Uie  22nd  of  De- 
cember to  that  time,  nearly  six  weeks.  Not 
only  was  that  position  strongly  intrenched, 
armed  with  ordnance  of  the  largest  calibre, 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Sutlej;  but,  my 
Lords,  the  right  bank  also  was  intrenched, 
so  that  when  the  intrenchments  on  the  loft 
bonk  should  be  carried,  the  assailants  would 
become  exposed  to  the  fire  from  the  in- 
trenchments on  the  right  bonk;  ther^ore 
the  attack  on  this  pMition  was  no  small 
affair.  Preparations  were  made  for  it,  and 
all  the  arrangements  adopted  to  aecure  its 
snoeess  tiiat  such  men  as  Sir  Hugh  Qongh 
and  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  were  able  to 
make.  First,  the  heavy  artiUeiy  brought 
np  to  the  army  for  the  purpose  I  have  de- 
■eribed  was  brought  to  the  ground,  and 
placed  in  such  positions  as  in  some  degree 
to  get  the  better  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
intrenchments.  Under  the  protection  of 
their  fire  and  that  of  the  field  artillery  at- 
tached to  the  army  the  attack  was  mode, 
and,  as  it  is  so  clearly  stated  in  the  de- 
spatch of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the 
enemy  was  entirely  defeated.  It  is  im- 
possible to  read  tiiese  accounts  without 
perceiving  what  was  the  gallantly  of  our 
troops,  and  admiring  the  manner  m  which 
they  were  directed  and  led  by  our  offi- 
cers. [Cheen.]  My  Lords,  we  have  to  la- 
ment the  loss  of  some  men  highly  diatin- 
gnished,  who,  if  they  hodlived,  would  have 
been  an  honour  to  their  country;  hut,  my 
Lords,  in  considering  the  services  that 
have  been  rendered,  I  think  it  iswonderAiI 
that  the  loss  has  been  so  small.  I  can 
only  account  for  it  when  I  see  the  energy, 
activity,  and  gallantry  with  which  the  at- 
tack was  made;  the  regularity  and  order 
of  the  plan;  and  the  energy,  activity,  and 
precision  with  which  it  was  carried  into 
execution.  Hy  Lords,  the  result  of  these 
operations  has  be^i  to  enable  this  army, 
in  a  very  short  space  of  time — under  two 
months  from  the  period  of  the  invasion — 
to  pass  this  grest  river,  probably  one  of 
the  most  difficult  in  the  world  to  pass,  fol- 
lowed by  a  train  of  battering  artillery, 
which  will  probably  enable  the  Governor 
General  to  bring  tlua  contest  to  a  conclu- 
sion on  honourable  terms  in  a  short  space 
of  time,  lly  Lords,  in  conclusion,  I  most 
say,  that  never  was  there  an  army  which 
desarred  more  highly  the  approbation  of 
your  IiordsIupB;  and  I  sincerely  trust  you 
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dren  could  not  alter  that  decision.  I  heard 
from  great  antbority,  but  not  from  himself, 
that  hia  conduct  in  command  of  the  brigade, 
in  which  was  hie  own  regiment,  was  con- 
Bpicuouelj  good.  Hia  letter  to  me  re- 
specting it  simply  stated — 

"  It  «u  a  glorious  siiht  to  sea  the  3Sth  move 
in  luu?,  Bteadji,  under  a  heavy  cannonndi!  of  nearly 
100  guns  from  the  entrench laentf.  Nfy  good  bri- 
nde  major  wh>  killed.  I  had  a  alight  sound  : 
bat,  Ihuik  lloBven,  not  of  aufltcient  congequencs 

Hy  Lords,  I  heard  from  others  thathia  wound 
WW  not  so  trivial — it  was  severe ;  but  they 
ftll  agree  he  never  left  them  for  a  moment. 
My  Lords,  I  have  so  many  further  inatancca 
of  devoted  gallantry  of  officers,  that  I  ean- 
not  ask  you  for  the  time  and  attention  re- 
quiaite  for  their  narration  ;  and  I  am  more 
inclined  to  desist,  lest  from  haate  or  inad- 
vertence I  should  omit  a  ainglo  one  of 
them.  I  have  often  reflected  on  the  he- 
roism of  your  officers,  of  which  I  have  been 
an  eye-witneas.  T  have  not  the  power  of 
eloquence  sufficient  to  do  them  anything 
like  justice  ;  but  I  do  truly  think  nothing 
can  bo  more  deserving  of  your  admiration. 
Those  who  surrive   the   lato   gl( 

receiving  yonr  thanka  and  tlio  distinction 
of  a  medal,  which  they  justly  deserve  ; 
and  I  feel  sure  that  the  Government  and 
the  country  will  not  forget  those  left  behind, 
dearly  and  nearly  connected  with  those  gal- 
lant men  who  fell  upon  these  occasions.  Let 
all  that  can  ho  fairly  asked  bo  done  for  the 
bereaved  widows,  the  parents,  and  the  or- 
phans. 

The  Earl  of  RIPON,  in  reference  to 


LlipBnoallHLanriDBT.— BjSliDs  Lacf  Enm,  ftm 


tka  of  NIfU  AiyhUH  lOr  the  Poer_BiP  Hi.  A 
ftomlRitall  B«U«  of  Ont  imI  UUt  Bdibd,  ^ 
AHmUon  af  Law  iinptalm  Eadn^li  Ugmn — BrMl^ 
ConwaD  L«^,  tma  iBhaMIMW  of  CoofletoD  and  Bt^ 
baloo,  ud  by  Lotd  Jolm  Roll.  tlOB  FaHorr  Wortaa 
latbeffaplnyarwUllim  ChrM]r  ani  Saaa,  IM  LlmJHni 
the  Hounof  Latnurof  Chlldrni  aaj  Youag  Ptnutu  a^ 
1  PaiUBta  10  Tdk— Br  Mr.  Chaita  Waad,  ftoB 
t  of  Halihx,  tpim  th*  FasMrta  BUL-By 


tnm  JobB  Dtw,  Bibi,  te  iBqalij  1bi«  Aa  ItoebaM 
Bauna'i  Fand.— Bt  Mr.  Solharon,  fron  Ortrmn  of  ite 
PDOt  of  lb*  Pariihai  of  StBdoB  Satnt  Varpiet  a^ 
Swiodon,  roi  AHaratkK  of  the  nur  Law^-Br  Mr.  tUbmt 
PilDKf,  ttmOUnmt  ofthaVantagetlBliiii,  fOtaGapai- 
uouaUoD  Faod  Ax  Pom  Uw  offlccn.— Hf  Mi.  Balba, 
fttKn  Pnnciit,  H^Mntei.  and  Covodl  ot  iba  nojal 
BtDih  al  Hiddtnpon,  fur  AlUntkln  at  Iha  [Mioill  (Sael- 
laBd)  Alt — By  Sir  Jotan  Ewhapi*,  ftoDi  EdHid  ramO, 
rf  the  aiy  of  Dublin,  for  AlBraUonottha  PntaEIkiD  of 
Ufa  (Inland)  BtU.— Br  Mr.  Haws,  from  Tnates,  Scsi- 
tary,  and  Depodlgn  of  bilnt  ClBnant  Daott  Sailiifa' 
D  of  IlM  SaTlc 


VICTORY  OF  ALIWAL. 

Sm  R.  PEEL  spoke  as  follows:  I  am 

enabled,  1  will  not  say  through  the  coor- 


havc  the  proud  gratification  of    ^l'   ^"J  *«  P"^''*'   'P'"*  ""^   generoM 
■    ■      ■■    '  feeling  of  many  Members  who  had  Hotitma 

entitled  to  precedence  over  mine,  to  bring 
forward  that  of  which  I  gave  notice  imme- 
diately on  the  receipt  of  the  iatelligenoe 
of  our  recent  aucceases  in  India.  That 
Motion,  interposed  aa  it  ii  between  diteoB- 
sions  of  great  political  importance,  lead- 
ing to  much  eager  and  even  angry  eontro- 
veray,  and  to  aerions  differenoes  of  opinion, 
ill,    I   know   from  past  experience,    ob- 


vM^  •    .k  ''"""•    "..  V    r       M  fi"  the   hearty  and    nnaniiious    . 

what  had  just  been  suggested  by  h.s  noble  „„ce  of  this  House.  That  Motion  will  miito 

Fnend  (Lord  Colchester),  bccged  to  state  .,  ,  »■         _»  .   n      • 

tl»t  ft.  Go,.mmot  JUiid  it  ft«r  ?.» .fiT"""'."  li  P^L*",^."' 


duty,  with  the  assistance  of  Parliament,  to 
testify  in  the  usual  and  proper  manner 
evei;  posthumous  sense  of  regard  for 


proud  of  its  military  glory,  m  acknowledg- 
ing in  the  first  place  the  protecting  hand 
of  Almighty  God  the  giver  of  all  victory, 
"   '-    then  expressing  their  exultation 


memory  of  the  deceased  officers  to  whom  ,,    .                „  i       i  l"    ■       i. 

.-     .  ^      ^             ,■  J  that  new  examples  of  heroism  have  main- 

his  obserrationB  applied.  .  ■    j      j       *i,  .  ,.        ■.■         i 

rm.              .  D      1    ■          >.         L  tMaed  and  exalted  the  military  eh«r»cter 

Theseveral  Resolutions  whei«  then  put  ^  41,^;^  country.    That  Motion  will  enable 


ftBd  agreed  to,  mm.  dit.  us  to  pay  a  tribute  of  cordial  and  gratefiil 

House  adjoamed.  acknowledgment  to  the  generals,  to  tbe 

_______  officers,  and  to  the  men,  who  have  achieved 

signal  victoriea  in  a  far  distant  land.  It 
will  enable  ns  alto  to  minglo  with  the 
admiration  of  valour  the  expression  of  a 
manly  hnt  heartfelt  sorrow  for  the  loss  of 
the  "unretuming  brave,"  who  have  soe- 
I).  rificcd,  willingly  sacrificed,  their  lives  in  the 

ran.    By  Mr.  CaswaB  L^,  ft^    defence  of  their  country's  interests,  and  in 

-■ — "'■J-' — of  tbi  CountT  af  Cba-     .,  .  .1    •:  .    . 

1 10  voua  J  la^ston.    "*^  maintenance  of  thur  oonntry  a  honour. 
—Byiir.  cbnim  Woe4.  fron  inteUMUi «f  shtopten   The  Boiolntioiu  I  shall  propote  will  eon- 
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wf  Hie  tlumkB  of  tlua  House,  tor  a^ndid 
Tiotoriee  achieved  within  a  veir  limited  pe- 
riod, mi  within  a  very  limttea  apace ;  out 
I  have  felt  U  my  duty  not  to  incorporato  our 
Mlnowledgmanta  for  these  triumphs  in  a 
Bugle  reeolution,  bnt  to  reserve  to  each 
tanomph  the  separate  recognition  bo  justly 
due  to  it.  It  vill  have  been  my  good 
fortune  unoe  the  numtfi  of  FehroAry,  1843, 
on  five  distinct  occasions,  to  propose  that 
the  Thanks  of  the  Conmions  of  England 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  armies,  Euro- 
pean and  native,  engaged  in  the  service 
of  the  Crown  in  India.  Including,  indeed, 
the  Vote  on  the  glorious  temiinatioa  of 
the  Chinese  war,  on  six  different  occasions, 
will  the  Tbanki  of  tliia  House  have  been 
awarded.  The  repetition  of  these  Votes 
tends  in  no  degree  to  dim  or  disparage 
their  value.  National  gratitude  must  keep 
pace  with  national  glory ;  and  eveiy  fresh 
uhievement  adds  new  value  to  the  reward 
we  confer  on  skill  and  valour  by  the  public 
acknowledgment  of  our  gratitude.  I  in- 
tend, therefore,  to  submit  two  separate 
notions:  one,  acknowledging  the  distin- 
gniilied  swioes  of  Sir  Henry  Smith,  and 
of  the  division  of  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand, for  tiie  battie  of  Aliwaljand  the 
other,  conveying  an  equal  acknowledgment 
for  the  glorious  serrices  of  the  army  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Sir  Hugh 
Gough.  Since  the  termination  of  those 
batties,  which  have  already  entitled  the 
Indian  army  to  the  thanks  of  Parliament, 
(the  battles  of  Uoodkee  and  Feroseshah,} 
the  enemy  with  whom  we  had  to  contend, 
has  displayed,  through  a  series  of  opera- 
tions, great  military  skill,  and  that  charac- 
ter for  nndannted  bravery  for  which  they 
an  justly  distinguished.  Notwithstanding 
the  reverses  they  met  with  on  the  18th  and 
2Ist  of  December  they  appeared  without 
delay  on  the  banks  of  the  Sutlej  in  con- 
uderable  force,  protected  by  a  powerful 
artillery,  near  the  ford  of  Hnrekee.  They 
Mtablished  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
a  large  army,  retaining  possession  of  a 
bridn,  over  whioh  they  passed  irom  the 
norw  bank  of  the  Sutlej  to  the  south; 
they  eetabliihed  also  a  UU  d»  font  on  the 
left  bank,  and  entrenched  on  that  bank  a 
force  which  by  constant  aceessioni  at  last 
included  not  less  than  35,000  men,  sap- 
ported  by  about  seventy  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  artUlery  was  of  beautifiil  workman- 
ship, and  of  heavy  calibre.  Not  only  did 
the  enemy  establish  that  large  army  and 
dbnt  that  artillery  in  the  face  of  the 
British  troops  under  Sir  Hngh  Googh,  bnt 
they  despatched  a  foroe  of  not  fewer  than 


20,000  men,  conducted  with  the  ntmoet 
skill  and  courage,  towards  the  city  <£ 
Loodiana,  from  whioh  our  forces  had  been 
at  first  withdrawn  in  order  to  assist  in  the 
battles  of  Hoodkee  and  Feroseshah.  They 
adopted  this  operation,  not  merely  for  the 

Eurpose  of  occupying  the  city  of  Loodiana, 
at  for  tiie  purpose  of  threatening  to  inter- 
rupt our  oommnnioation  with  Delhi,  and 
to  intetoept  the  arrival  of  our  artillery  by 
the  road  of  Bussean.  It  was  in  order  to 
prevent  the  success  of  this  skilful  and  dan- 
gerous enterprise,  that  Sir  Henry  Smith 
was  detached  by  Sir  Hugh  Gough  and  Sir 
Henry  Hardinge — greatly  weakening  the 
force  retained  in  front  of  tlie  mun  body 
of  the  Sikh  army.  It  was  necessary,  how- 
ever, to  do  this  in  order  to  defeat  the  for- 
midable  body  which  crossed  the  river  fnnn 
Phllloor  in  order  to  intercept  our  eommn. 
nlcatlon,  and  if  possible  to  transfer  the 
seat  of  war  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Feroseporeto  Loodiana.  It  wssinfended, 
before  Sir  Henry  Smith  attacked  the  army 
underthe  Sikh  chief,  composed  of  not  less 
than  24,000  men,  supported  by  about  sixty 
pieces  of  artillery,  that  he  should  efect  a 
junction  inth  tiie  British  troops  at  Loodiana 
under  Major  Qoldby,  and  with  another 
body  of  men  sent  to  reinforce  him  under 
Colonel  Wheeler.  The  House  is  aware 
that  the  junction  was  ultimately  effected; 
and  that  Sir  Henry  Smith  was  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  the  force  from  Loodi- 
ana, and  of  that  under  Colonel  Wheeler. 
A  desperate  action  was  afterwards  fought 
by  the  division  under  Sir  Heniy  Smith, 
the  result  of  which  was  the  utter  discomfi- 
ture of  the  enemy,  the  capture  of  all  his 
guns,  the  disorganliation  of  his  whole 
army,  and  the  Sight  of  that  army  across 
the  Sutlej  after  the  severest  loss.  These 
operations  are  described  with  such  precision 
— are  detailed  with  such  fulness  and  beau- 
tiful clearness — and  must  be  so  familiar  to 
all  whom  I  address,  that  I  will  not  weaken 
the  effect  of  their  perusal  by  attempting 
to  go  over  the  same  ground.  The  hand 
that  held  the  pen,  used  it  with  the  same 
success  with  which  it  had  wielded  the 
aword,  I  have  yet  adverted  only  to  the 
successes  of  Sir  Henry  Smith;  now  I 
will  speak,  and  speak  with  confidence,  and 
speak  to  bis  honour,  of  interraptions  and 
dtecks  to  that  success.  There  cannot  but 
be  vicissitudes  in  the  operations  of  war; 
and  that  man  is  to  be  honoured,  who  reco- 
vers from  temporary  difficulties  and  dis- 
appointments, and  thus  adds  brightness  to 
the  glory  of  his  achievements.  I  wish, 
therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  exiting  the 
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merits  and  services  of  Sir  Henry  Smith, 
to  present  to  the  House  some  occurrences 
that  preceded  the  battle  in  which  he  was 
so  eminently  successful — I  wish  to  present, 
from  Reports  only  recently  receircd,  an 
account  of  the  diffioulties  and  disappoint- 
ments he  encountered  with  the  same  spirit 
and  constancy  which  he  dispUyed  in  vic- 
tory J  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  entitle 
him  to  eqnal  applause.  The  grea_t  battle 
of  Aliwal  was  fought  on  the  28th  of  Janu- 
ary; but  earlier  in  that  month  Sir  Henry 
Smith  had  sustained  what  soma  might 
have  considered  a  reverse.  I  allude  to  a 
period  before  his  junction  with  Colonel 
Wheeler,  and  with  the  five  regiments  from 
Loodiana.  In  the  absence  of  all  intelli- 
gence he  encountered  the  enemy;  and  but 
ror  his  eminent  skill  and  resolute  valour, 
might  hare  been  exposed  to  serious  hazard. 
Let  me  state  in  what  manner  he  extricated 
himself.  Writing  to  Sir  Hugh  Gough  on 
the  21st,  just  after  he  hod  succeeded  in 
rehevuig  Loodiana,  ho  said  that  he  had 
accomplished  that  object,  but  under  circum- 
stances not  quite  so  fortunate  as  he  desired; 
ftnd  he  used  these  expressions: — 

"  WheD  wittuD  a  mile  sod  a  half  l«  laj  left 
of  Buddoml,  moTing  parallel  with  mf  colnmn 
(which  wu  right  in  froot  readj  to  wheel  into 
line},  uid  evidently  for  the  pnrpo»B  of  intemipt- 
ing  tBj  ndvancc.  I  ww  the  csem]'.  Nothing 
could  be  nrongor  for  the  enemj  tlun  the  oon- 
Uoued  line  of  villsees  which  were  in  hii  front. 

"  He  was  moving  bf  roadj,  while  I  was  moving 
over  Terr  hearjr  undbcda.  He  ww  io  Advance 
&r  bevonU,  on  mj  right  flank  ;  ao  &r  did  he  ex- 
tend, and  to  BiUDcroiu  did  he  show  hia  in&ntiy 
■od  g\int,  and  so  well  choKo  for  him  w«i  the  line 
of  villages,  that  with  mj  force  he  was  not  to  be 
Muiled :  and  ho  opened  a  fdrioui  canoonade  of 
fromthiny-flveto  fart]r  guni  of  very  large  calibre, 
and,  aa  usual,  right  well  terved.  Mj  object  being 
to  unite  my»cir  with  the  force  from  Loodiana, 
which  everj  moment  I  expected  to  appear  Id  light 
— for  it  was  nine  o'clock — 1  mored  parallel  with 
the  enemy,  rcaolring  to  attack  tbe  moment  the 
lAodiana  troopt  reached  me.  lie,  hawever,  so 
preBMNJ  upon  me,  that  1  opened  in  one  body  my 
eleven  guns  npon  him  with  coniiderable  effect, 
and  moved  op  the  31st,  and  was  preparing  to  form 
line  upon  thi*  regiment,  when  the  enemy  moat 
rapidly  formed  a  line  of  leven  regimenta,  with  thoir 
guna,  between,  at  right  angles  with  the  line  I  was 
about  to  attack,  while  a  oonaidenble  fbrco  was 
moTing  round  my  right  and  front.  Thos  enve- 
loped, and  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  and  snoh  a 
lupcHority  of  guna,  I  had  nothing  for  it  bat  to 
throw  back  my  lino  on  ita  right,  whioh  represented 
a  amall  line  on  the  hypothenuae  of  a  triangle." 

That  is  to  say,  the  two  diviuons  of  the 
enemy  formed  two  sides  of  a  triangle.  Sir 
Henry  Smith  and  his  force  being  placed 
between  them  on  a  shorter  line,  and  nearer 
the  centre  than  the  remuning  side  of  the 
triai^Je.    He  go^JO,  u  foUowi : — 


"  The  enemy  thns  ontflanked  me  and  mr  wluda 
force.  I  therefore  gradually  withdrew  my  in- 
fantry in  echellon  of  battalions,  the  eavalir  ia 
eehellon  of  aqusdroni,  in  the  direction  of  Loa> 
diana,  momentarily  expecting  to  see  the  approaeh 
of  that  force— lii.,  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  flvs 
guna,  and  four  regimenta  of  in&ntiy,  when  I 
would  have  made  a  vigorous  attack.  The  gronnd 
waa  very  deep  and  landy,  and  therefore  very  dilS- 
eolt  to  move  on.  Th^enemy  continued  to  mova 
on  ai  described  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  and  until 
I  knew  the  Loodiana  force  wu  moving  not  a 
muaket  waa  fimi.  Nothing  could  exoeed  the 
■taidinesa  of  the  troopa.  The  line  was  Utrmn 
hack,  under  thia  cannonade,  ai  if  on  parade.  Native 
M  well  aa  British,  and  the  morementa  of  the  ca- 
valry, under  Brigadier  Cnnton,  were,  without  any 
exeeption.  the  moet  perfect  thing  I  ever  saw, 
and  which  I  cannot  describe." 

So  far  from  withholding  this  narraUve  of 
his  extrication  from  his  difficnlties,  I  think 
it  only  adds  to  the  proofs  of  his  skill  and 
valour,  and  illustrates  his  high  character 
as  a  commander.  Having  been  disap- 
pointed in  effecting  his  junction  with  the 
troops  from  Loodiana,  and  those  expected 
to  arrive  under  Colonel  Wheeler,  he  extri- 
cated himself  from  his  formidable  embar- 
rassment with  consummate  coolness  and 
judgment.  Instead  of  desponding  under 
hia  temporary  disappointment,  he  was  abia 
to  direct  all  his  energies  to  the  entire  dis- 
comfiture of  the  enemy  only  a  few  days 
afterwords.  Of  the  battle  itself  I  will 
not  speak;  the  victoiy  was  complete,  and 
it  has  been  so  admirably  described  by 
the  illustrious  commander,  that  I  will  not 
weaken  the  effect  of  his  narrative.  And 
is  this  victory  his  only  title  to  our  ac- 
knowledgment t  What  have  been  the 
services  of  this  gallant  Officer  I  These 
recent  events  have  given  new  lustra  to 
his  preceding  career.  It  is  one  of  tmosnal 
distinction.  Sir  Henry  Smith  was  at  the 
capture  of  Monte  Video — at  the  attack 
upon  Buenos  Ayrcs;  he  served  during  the 
first  campaigns  of  the  Peninsular  war,  ^tim 
the  battle  of  Vimeira  to  that  of  Comnn*. 
He  was  at  the  battles  of  Sabagal  and 
Fuente  d'Onor,  at  the  sieges  of  Cindad 
Rodrigo  and  Badajos,  at  the  battles  of  Sa- 
lamanca, Vittoria,  Orthes,  the  Pyrenees, 
and  Toolonse.  He  was  at  Washington  and 
at  New  Orleans,  and  finally  he  was  at  Wa- 
terioo.  What  a  series  of  noble  services — 
and  how  rejoiced  I  am  that  there  should 
be  an  opportunity,  through  this  new  and 
signal  victory,  of  bringing  before  the  glad- 
dened eyes  of  a  gratefiu  country  a  long 
life  of  miUtary  exertion,  and  an  unbroken 
series  of  military  honours !  After  he  hod 
achieved  that  success  for  which  we  ara 
about  to  give  lum  our  special  thanks  after 
bq  had  cuiren  book  the  mttnj  acrou  tho 


441 


Victory  of 


{APBtt  2) 


Aliioal. 


442 


Sntlej.  lie  instantly  returned  to  rejoin  hie 
commanding  officer.  Sir  Hugh  Gough.  He 
urived  at  head-qaartera  on  the  8th  Fe- 
brnar;,  two  d&ya  before  the  decisive  rictoir 
gwned  by  the  forces  nnder  Sir  Hngh 
Gongh  and  Sir  Henry  Hardinge.  He 
took,  therefore,  a  diEtingnishedpart  in  the 
battle  of  Sobraon.  But  for  his  serriees 
in  tlie  rictory  of  the  28th  of  January,  1 
MM  that  there  tihonld  be  a  distiact 
marate  TOte— dJBtinct  and  separate 


and  separ 

from  that  which   I  shall   recommend  for 


i  not  more  glorious,  thongh  perhaps 
yet  more  important  and  decisire  achiere- 
ment  accomplished  at  a  later  date  hy  the 
whole  Britirii  army.  I  say  I  wiU  not 
weaken  the  effect  of  the  recital  of  the  par- 
ticnlars  ot  that  second  battle  and  victory, 
as  detuled  in  the  despatches  of  the  gallant 
officers  in  command,  hy  attempting  what 
most  be  in  comparison  a  poor  and  inef- 
frrient  narrative,  I  will  do  the  Members 
of  this  House,  the  fellow  countrymen  of 
these  distinguished  officers,  the  justice  to 
bdiere  that  they  are  familiar  with  all  the 
details  of  these  signal  exploits.  Let  us 
not  forget,  in  commemorating  the  valour 
flf  our  own  countrymen,  to  give  due  praise 
to  the  skill  and  bravery  of  our  defeated 
enemy.  After  our  successes  over  them 
on  the  18th  and  21st  December,  they  so 
far  recovered  from  their  disasters,  that, 
nndaonted,  they  met  on  the  field,  after 
the  lapse  of  a  few  weeks,  the  whole  force 
of  the  British  army.  Sir  Henry  Hard- 
inge,  speaking  of  their  condnct  in  the 
battle  <n  Sobraon,  says,  "  Such  was  the 
bravery  of  the  enemy,  that  being  defeated 
they  miked  away,  and,  in  the  middle  of 
the  river,  disdained  to  ask  for  qnarter." 
But  I  will  not  enter  into  particulars — 
for  every  man  who  hears  me  is  master  of 
the  details  of  the  battle  fought  on  the 
10th  February  ;  he  is  aware  that  the 
well-appointed  army  of  the  Sikhs  suf- 
fered a  complete  and  a  signal  discom- 
fiture ;  that  their  loss  was  enormous ; 
that,  after  the  exhibition  of  great  valour, 
diey  were  driven  across  the  Satlej  ;  and 
that  the  British  army,  crossing  at  the 
Sntlej  near  Ferozepore,  as  well  as  at  the 
pcrist  where  the  battle  was  fought,  united 
ila  forces  and  marched  together  towards 
the  capital  of  the  Sikh  territory.  All  this 
WM  accompUshed  in  a  period  not  exceeding 
eight  weeks  from  the  day  on  which  the 
'  fint  inenrsion  of  the  enemy  took  place  ; 
and  dnring  that  period  of  eight  weeks  the 
enemy  was  trium^iantly  defeated  wherever 
he  was  encountered.  Every  gun  which 
the  Stkhs  had  brooght  to  bMtr  on  onr 


troops  was  captured ;  and  after  a  series  of 
decisive  victories,  we  now  probably  ooeupy  . 
^e  capital  dty  of  the  Punjanb.  I  be- 
lieve that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the 
whole  force  engaged  consisted  of  Buro- 
peans;  and  the  example  which  those  Eu- 
ropeans  set  was  wortny  of  being  followed 
by  the  native  soldiers.  They  did  follow 
it — and  on  every  occasion  during  the  four 
successive  and  desperate  conflicts  in  which 
they  were  engagea,  was  the  honour  of  the 
British  name  worthily  stisttuned  by  the 
commanders,  the  officers,  and  the  men. 
The  victory,  this  succession  of  victories, 
has  been  interrupted  by  no  single  failure ; 
it  was  tmsnllied  by  any  imputation  on  our 
arms  and  character.  We  have  not  been 
influenced  by  a  grasping  spirit  of  aggran- 
disement— we  have  simply  repelled  an  at- 
tack made  upon  us  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace — all  national  engagements  on  our 
part  having  been  faithfully  kept,  there  not 
aaving  been  a  pretext,  even  in  the  shape 
of  justifiable  preparation  and  defence,  tor 
the  aggression  that  was  mode  upon  us. 
Those  Sikh  chiefs  with  whom  we  have 
had  communication  since  the  defeat  of  the 
enemy,  who  disavow  any  participation  in  his 
perfldy,  and  profess  to  disapprove  of  it,have 
frankly  acknowledged  the  object  they  had 
in  view.  By  their  powerful  artillery,  and 
by  thdr  formidable  infantry  and  cavalir, 
they  thought  to  overpower  the  two  detaob- 
mentsofthe  British  forces  stationed  at  the 
extremities  of  the  frontier  line — Feroze- 
pore  and  Loodiana  ;  having  overpowered 
them,  they  intended  to  march  at  ones  to 
Delhi,  and  hoped  by  their  success  to  shake 
the  allegiance  of  our  Indian  soldiery.  That 
was  the  avowed  object  they  hod  in  view. 
It  was  admitted  that  there  was  no  excuse 
for  this  aggression  from  any  proceedings 
on  our  part ;  we  had  been  guihy  of  no 
breach  of  treaty,  and  had  done  nothing 
that  could  justify  hostility.  The  same  per- 
sons admitted  also  that  they  should  derive 
consolation  even  from  the  fulnre  of  a  re- 
bellious and  mutinous  army — that  the  next 
best  thing  to  victory  would  bo  a  defeat, 
since  it  would  lead  to  the  dispersion  and 
annihilation  of  a  force  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  control.  For  success  so  gained, 
and  for  triumph  in  a  conflict  bo  unpro- 
voked, I  think  there  will  be  but  one  uni- 
versal and  nnanimons  expression  of  grati- 
tude within  these  walls.  There  is  much 
to  adorn  and  nothing  to  sully  onr  victory; 
and  I  do  hope  that  now  it  has  been 
achieved  it  will  give  lasting  peace  to  India; 
that  a  general  conviction  will  be  felt  of  onr 
power — ft  conviction  of  the  snperiori^  of 
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ment  of  tmnquiUitr  to  that  country, 
trust  that  thia  may  M  our  last  battle,  and 
that  bereaflor  we  may  be  enabled  to  direct 
our  undivided  attention  to  the  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  onr  Indian  fellow-sub- 
jectH,  and  the  improrement  of  the  natural 
resources  of  our  Indian  Em[)ire.  In  that 
anticipation  the  House  irill,  I  am  sure, 
permit  me  to  refer  to  some  circumstances 
which  may  well  fill  our  hearts  with  joy  and 
exultation.  The  two  leaders  of  our  Ttc- 
torioue  army,  the  Qovemor  General  and  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  have  throughout  these 
operationH  set  an  example  of  cordial  con- 
cert and  union — an  utter  forgetfulness  of 
themselTCs,  to  which  the  happy  result  is 
greatly  to  be  attributed.  All  matters  of 
punctilio  were  sacrificed,  and  Sir  Henry 
Hardinge  conaentcd  to  serve  as  second  in 
ooDunand.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was 
not  a  suggestion  offered  by  Sir  Hcniy 
Bardinge  which  was  not  thankfully  ac- 
cepted by  Sir  Hugh  Oough.  Hoping,  as 
I  have  said,  that  this  may  be  the  last 
occasion  on  which  I  shall  have  to  perform 
the  gratifying  duty  of  proposing  a  public 
acknowledgment  for  victo^,  and  a  public 
expression  of  admiration  (or  the  hign  qna- 
Uties  of  our  illustrious  countrymen,  I  will, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  refer  to 
a  document,  not  of  a  pubUc  character, 
that  has  been  put  into  my  hand  since  I 
entered  the  House  this  evening — it  is  a 
letter  from  Sir  Hugh  Gough,  which  was 
never  intended  to  meet  the  public  eye; 
but  it  does  him  eo  much  honour,  that  1 
cannot  refuse  myself  the  pleasore  of  read- 
ing it.     He  says  ; — 

"  It  ij  naw  with  pride  and  with  pleaiare  T  en- 
aloM  70U  a  copy  of  mj  deipatcb.  detailing  one 
of  the  moat  splendid  uid  deciaive  Tictoriei  upon 
reeord — the  Waterloo  of  India.  I  have  entered 
10  fuUf  both  iote  detail  and  enmmendalLon  ia  mj 
deipalch  to  the  Goternor  General,  that  it  would 
b«  impostible  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  a  lubject 
•mbracing  the  wannert  feelingi  of  my  heart. 
Poller,  however,  precluded  me  publiolj  reoording 
m;  tentimeute  on  the  iplendid  gallantry  of  oar 
lUlen  foe,  or  to  record  the  act*  of  heroiun  dis- 
played. Dot  only  indlvidoally.  but  almoit  eoUec- 
tlvely,  by  the  Sikh  Sirdar*  and  army  ;  and  I  de- 
clare, were  it  not  from  a  deep  oonTietiOD  that  my 
coontry'a  good  required  the  uurifiee,  I  eonld  have 
wept  to  hare  witneaied  the  learftd  slaughter  of  so 
devoted  a  body  of  men.  Never,  in  the  page  of 
military  history,  hai  the  hand  of  an  AU.wiie  Being 
been  ao  aignally  manifeated  :  to  Him,  therefore, 
be  the  glory  ;  we,  ai  hii  initrumenta,  &el  tiw 
pride,  ilut  I  cannot  pau  0T«r — I  cannot  too 
strongly  record — iacta  which,  whilat  they  add  loa- 
tre  to  the  native  army,  afford  to  me,  ai  ita  head, 
inexpreaiible  pride  and  pleaann.  For  upwards  of 
a  month,  irtwn  the  two  amies  mn  eloss  In  front 
StToM 


temptations  held  out  to  onr  sepojs  bjr  bwb  of 
th4ir  own  ooIdot  and  religion  ;  namely,  greatlf 
inoreaied  pay,  from  aeven  t«  twelve  mpeei  a 
month,   and   immediate  promotion,   I   had  but 

three  desertiona  fh>m  this  lares  foroe.  Nor  ihoold 
I  omit  to  mention,  aa  a  proof  of  tbe  higb  atate  of 
diacipline  of  thia  aplendid  army,  that  trade  has 
been  oBirled  on  unreaervedly  aince  we  croaaed  tbs 
Sutlej  in  the  Beveral  Sikh  towna  around  which 
our  diviaiona  have  been  necessarily  pUced  for 
the  procurance  of  water,  and  the  same  confldenos 
has  been  abown  aa  though  we  were  ia  on*  of  onr 
long.eatiibli»bed  provinces." 

The  example  set  by  two  gallant  comman- 
ders of  disregarding  military  punctilio,  and 
looking  exclusively  to  their  countiy's  hon- 
our and  to  the  safety  of  the  army,  told,  aa 
might  naturally  be  expected,  on  those 
placed  under  their  orders.  Sir  Hugh 
Gough  speaks  of  an  officer  who  joined  o^y 
tbe  night  before  the  battle,  and  pays  him 
a  tribute  which  I  am  proud  to  mention. 
This  officer  (Brigadier  Irvine]  had  made 
every  exertion  to  join  the  army,  in  the 
hope  of  being  placed  in  the  prominent 
station  to  which  by  bis  rank  he  was  en- 
titled ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  he  arrived 
only  the  night  before  the  battle.  The  com- 
mand would  naturally  have  dcvolred  upon 
him,  but  he  declined  to  assume  it,  in 
order  that  all  the  credit  might  attach  to 
the  officer  who  in  point  of  rank  was  infe- 
rior, but  who  had  superintended  the  pre- 
parations for  the  coming  action.  While 
we  are  bestowing  due  praise  on  such  devo- 
tion to  public  duty,  let  ua  not  forget  the 
example  that  had  been  set  by  the  Governor 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief.  That 
example  hod,  no  doubt,  influenced  the  con- 
duct of  other  brave  and  honourable  men, 
who  were  willing  to  make  a  sacrifice,  not 
of  mere  personal  interest,  for  that  they 
disregarded,  hut  of  that  which  was  really 
dear  to  them,  the  opportunity  of  personal 
distinction.  I  am  sure  the  House  will  per- 
mit me,  among  expressions  of  gratitude  to 
tbe  surriving  conquerors,  to  mingle  some 
of  deep  regret  at  the  loss  ve  have  sus- 
tained. On  the  former  occasion  I  had  to 
lament  the  sacrifice  of  life,  and  I  met  with 
universal  and  generous  sympathy;  I  had 
to  condole  with  tbe  country  on  the  death  of 
that  gallant  officer  Sir  Robert  Sale,  who 
was  known  to  most  of  us,  and  endeared  to 
all  who  had  intercourse  with  him,  by  the 
kindly  frankness  of  his  deportment.  On 
this  occasion  I  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of 
several  officers  of  tbe  highest  reputation, 
and  the  first  I  shall  name  is  Sir  Robert 
Dick.  I  am  confident  that  the  House  will 
permit  me  shortly  to  recite  what  ia  the  ex- 
tent of  national  gratitude  dne  for  the  former 
wmoMofduigilliii(«ae«r.  Heantend 
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tim  Miriao  in  1800.  Ha  embarked  with 
the  78tlt  Regiment  for  SioUr  in  1806, 
and  waa  wounded  in  batUe.  He  accompa- 
nied the  expedition  to  Egyjt,  and  was 
present  at  the  taking  of  ^exaadiia.  Be 
embarked  with  tbe  42nd  Regiment  in 
1809,  and  was  again  wonnded  at  Fuente 
d'Onor.  He  commanded  the  second  bat- 
talion of  the  42nd  Regiment  at  Ciudad 
Rodrigo>  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Sala- 
mmCB,  at  the  storming  of  St.  Michel,  and 
was  present  during  &e  siege  of  Burgos. 
In  1815  he  was  severely  wounded,  and, 
after  a  life  of  bononr,  he  at  last  fell  in  tbe 
battle,  for  tbe  happy  result  of  which  we  are 
about  to  make  our  grateM  acknowledg- 
ments. I  deeply  regret  that  in  the  face 
at  the  Honse  of  Commons  I  cannot  do 
Jns^e  to  every  officer  and  to  every 
man  who  fell  in  this  encounter,  and 
■aoiifioed  his  Ufe  in  his  country's  ser- 
Tice.  Some  Umit,  however,  most  be  im- 
posed on  the  mention  of  individual  offi- 
eers,  and  the  least  invidions  limit  is  that 
of  rank  and  standing  in  the  army.  Not 
outsepping  that  Umit,  I  must  deplore  the 
loss  of  another  gallant  soldier.  On  the 
day  which  deprived  us  for  ever  of  the 
MTvioes  of  Sir  Robert  Dick,  there  also  fell 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Taylor  of  the  29th 
Regiment.  The  fath^  of  this  gallant 
officer,  leading  into  action  the  20th  Light 
Dragoons,  of  which  he  was  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  lost  his  life  in  the  Peninsula.  The 
&ther  fell  at  Vimiera — the  son  met  an 
equally  glorious  death  at  tbe  battle  of 
Sobraon.  I  will,  with  the  permission  of 
tiie  Honse,  briefly  recapitulate  the  services 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Taylor.  He  com- 
manded the  light  company  of  the  20tb 
Foot,  in  the  expedition  against  Ealapore, 
in  1827-28  ;  served  an  the  frontier  during 
the  Canadian  rebellion,  where,  in  the  suc- 
Mesfiil  attack  of  a  village  occupied  by 
the  rebels,  he  rendered  an  important  service ; 
commanded  a  brigade  of  infantry  in  the 
actions  of  the  18th,  21st,  and  22nd  of 
December,  1845,  wherein  he  was  wonnded; 
commanded  also  the  troops  sent  to  keep 
up  the  communication  between  Sir  Henry 
Smith  and  the  main  army,  whilst  the 
former  was  engaged  in  the  operations 
which  led  to  the  battle  of  Aliwat ;  and  a 
brigade  of  infantry  at  the  battle  of  Sobraon, 
where  he  fell.  His  death  is  thus  an> 
nonnced  by  Sir  Hugh  Gough : — 

"  Tbe  amj  hii  nutained  a  hmrf  \ot»  bj  tb« 
4«atli  of  Brigadiar  Taylor,  an  abla  officer,  and  wonhf 
l«  hata  bean  at  ttw  hmd  of  Ear  Hnjeitj'i  SOth 
ReginiBBt,  by  which  hawaibtlovadand  reipettad." 

How  mu^  there  an  who  luTe  knt  thtix 


sons  and  rdativea  in  these  eonflieti  I  ne*d 
not  say  ;  but  I  hare  been  thrown  of  late 
into  frequent  and  neoeesary  interoonrae 
with  one,  whose  gallant  son  died  on  the 
field  of  battle  in  this  encounter.  It  has 
been  my  duty,  my  painful  duty  in  soma 
respects,  to  hold  constant  communication 
wiUt  Lord  Fitsroy  Somerset,  whose  brare 
offspring,  had  he  survived,  would  have 
supported  the  honour  of  his  family,  and 
transmitted  to  another  generation  the  high 
character  of  his  father.  Lord  Fittroy 
Somerset  himself  has  run  an  illustrious 
career.  He  accompanied  the  Dnke  of  Wel- 
lington throughout  all  the  battles  of  tbe 
Peninsula,  and  was  severely  wounded  at 
Waterloo.  Had  his  son  survived,  the  satis- 
faction of  Lord  Fitsroy  Somerset,  in  con- 
templating the  recent  services  of  his  former 
comrades,  would  have  been  unalloyed.  He 
has  now  to  mingle  with  admiration  of 
their  valour  the  sorrows  of  a  father  for  a 
painful  and  irreparable  loss.  If  in  men- 
tioning tbe  name  of  the  gallant  and  la- 
mented Somerset,  I  am  transgressing  the 
limit  I  proposed  to  observe,  the  services 
and  character,  and  station  of  the  father, 
his  relation  to  the  British  army  and  to 
its  illustrious  Chief,  will  fully  justify  me 
in  offering  this,  the  best  consolation  to  tbe 
wounded  feelings  of  a  father  and  a  soldier. 
I  wish  I  conld  do  justice  to  my  own  feel- 
ings by  naming  many  others  scarcely  less 
distinguished  or  less  lamented ;  but  the 
list  is  so  numerous  of  those  entitled  to 
grateful  remembrance,  that  I  trust  a  re- 
luctant silence  will  not  he  imputed  to  any 
want  of  a  due  sense  of  their  olaims  and 
merits.  When  I  review  the  names  of  those 
who  have  taken  a  distinguished  part  in 
these  and  other  recent  victories  in  India 
— the  names  of  Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  Sir 
Hugh  Qongh,  Sir  Henry  Smith,  Sir  Charles 
Napier,  Sir  Robert  Dick,  and  General 
Thackwell — [several  Members  here  added 
the  name  of  Gilbert) — I  reflect  with  satis- 
faction and  pride  that  these  distinguished 
men  received  their  military  education  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
It  adds  new  lustre  even  to  his  immortal 
name,  that  his  school  has  produced  pupils 
who  have  so  proflted  by  his  example. 
There  are  officers  not  less  eminent,  who 
have  not  had  the  honour  and  advantage  of 
serving  under  the  Dnke  of  Wellington ; 
but  on  them  his  precepts  and  example  have 
not  been  lost.  Such  men  as  Nott,  and 
Pollock,  and  Gilbert,  and  other  bright  orna- 
ments of  the  Indian  army,  have  treainred 
np  the  memory  of  "Assaye,"  and  the 
brilliant  career  of  the  Duke  of  Wellingtoa 
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throughout  his  Indian  camp&igiu. 
Indiftu  Correspondence,  his  Comments  on 
the  Retreat  of  Colonel  Uooson,  his  Les- 
sons on  the  Art  of  Indian  Warfare,  hsTO 
exercised  their  juEt  influence  on  those  to 
whom,  perhaps,  his  person  is  unknown, 
may  be  that  at  this  verj  moment  the  Dnke 
of  WelUngton  is  bestowing,  in  the  House 
of  Peers,  the  unstinted  meed  of  his  praise 
on  these  signal  achievements,  and  is  stamp- 
ing an  additional  value  even  on  the  Tbanti 
of  Parliament,  bj  bearing  hia  high  testi- 
mony to  the  skill  and  valour  of  those  to 
whom  they  wiU  he  justly  given.  With 
what  conscious  pride  mnst  he  re 
the  number  of  gallant  men  distinguished 
in  these  Indian  campaigns  who  have  here- 
tofore fought  and  bled  under  his  com- 
mand, and,  after  the  lapse  of  many  yean, 
have  now  worthily  followed  his  eiample  ! 
And  long  after  ho  shall  have  been  gathered 
to  his  fathers,  will  that  example  instruct 
and  animate  the  British  army.  It  will 
teach  them  that  success  is  ensured  by  the 
calm  and  dispassionate  calculation  of  re- 
mote contingencies — by  the  preparation 
for  all  vicissitudes  of  fortune— hy  valoor 
tempered  according  to  the  exigencies  that 
require  its  display — now  patient  and  en- 
during— now  reckless  and  desperate.  It 
will  teach  them  fortitude  under  disappoint- 
ment, and  moderation  in  the  hour  of  victory. 
The  memory  of  the  high  qualities  and  the 
great  deeds  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
will  be  for  ages  a  tower  of  defence  to  bis 
country,  inspiring  her  military  councils 
with  wisdom  and  Justice,  and  guiding 
heroes  that  are  yet  unhom  in  the  paths 
of  glory.     I  conclude  by  moving- 

"ThattlMTIunlu  oftbi*  Hoiua  be  given  to 
Major  General  Sir  Uenrr  George  Smith,  Knight 
CoinDuuider  of  the  Moat  honourable  Military 
Order  of  tbe  Btth,  for  hii  akilful  sad  merito- 

Troopi  emptojed  ■gsinn  a  large  portioa  of  tbe 
Sikh  Armj,  of  greatly  tuperior  number*  :  and  for 
the  aignal  valour  and  judgment  diipUj^  bj  him 
in  the  Battle  of  Aliwal  on  the  28th  of  Jaaiiar;, 
1840,  when  the  Euemy'a  Force  na  totallf  de- 
feated, and  new  lurtre  added  to  the  reputation  of 
the  Britiih  Amu. 

■'  That  Um  Thank!  of  this  Houae  be  given 
the  leveral  Offleera,  European  and  Native,  under 
tlie  command  of  Sir  Henry  Smith,  for  the  di>- 
tingoUhed  auricei  rendsred  bjr  them  at  tho  Battle 
of  Aliwal. 

"  That  thit  HouM  doth  highl;  approve  at, 
and  commend,  tbe  iotrepulilr  and  eiempiary  dl*- 
•ipline  diaplajed  bj  the  Non-cominitaioned  0(S- 
cen  and  PriTate  Soldien,  European  and  Native, 
in  the  Battle  of  Aliwal,  on  the  SSth  of  Jano- 
arr,  181S,  in  their  attack  on  Uw  Enemr'a  po- 
aition,  hj  which  the  Sikhs  were  aaDipletcl)r  root- 
•d,  and  driven  in  eonfiiiioQ  an'oaa  the  Sotlaj, 
wm  tUJom^aa  tiMT  ArtiUff/a^  Hiltarr 
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Equipment;  and  that  tbe  same  baaigniBadtoUiem 
bj  thia  Commandera  of  the  aeveral  Corpe,  who  ani 
desired  to  thank  them  lor  their  gallant  behaviour. 

"  Tbat,  in  requeating  tbe  Governor  General  of 
India  to  communicate  theae  Beaolutiona  to  the 
■everal  Offleera  referred  to  therein,  this  Honaa 
deeim  to  acknowledge  the  teal  and  jadgment 
evinced  b;  the  Risht  honourable  IJeotenaot  Ge- 
neral Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  KnigfaC  Grand  CroM 
of  the  Moet  honourable  Aulitar)'  Order  oftbe  Bath, 
Governor  General  of  India  ;  and  alao  bj  General 
Sir  Hugh  Gough,  Bart.,  Knigbt  Grand  Croai  oftbe 
Moat  honourable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Forcet  in  India,  in 
auppljing  Major  General  Sir  Henry  Smith  with 
(ucb  reinforcementa  and  military  means  aa  en- 
abled him,  under  Divine  Providence,  to  overcome 
all  tbe  obataclei  thrown  in  hia  way  by  a  brave 
and  determined  Enemy." 

Sia  J.  0.  HOBHOUSE  said:  Sir,  I 
consider  it  a  very  proud  distinction  to  be 
permitted  to  second  the  Motion  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet ;  but  1  can  assure  the  House 
that  I  shall  do  so  in  a  voiy  few  sentences. 
After  the  eloijuont  and  effective  appeal 
which  has  been  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  it  would  be  superfluoos  in  me 
to  do  more  than,  in  a  very  few  words,  ex- 
plain why  I  consider  we  are  called  on  to 
pay  this  tribute  of  thanks  to  the  gallant 
general  and  the  troops  under  lus  command. 
General  Smith  has,  as  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet says,  by  these  actions  maintained  the 
gtoty  of  his  former  character,  and  contri- 
buted to  the  subsequent  success — to  that 
success  which  is  to  form  the  subject  of  the 
second  rote  of  thanks  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  this  night  to  move.  And 
here  I  may  take  the  liberty  of  observing, 
that  never,  I  believe,  in  the  annals  of  Par- 
liament— never,  I  believe,  upon  any  former 
occasion — was  it  the  good  forttme  of  a  Min- 
ister of  the  Crown  to  propose  two  votes  of 
thanks  upon  the  some  night  for  two  such 
brilliant  victories  as  those  which  it  has 
been  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  duty  to 
bring  before  the  notice  of  the  House  on 
occasion.  It  is,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  a  peculiar  felicity  that  we 
should  have  this  opportuni^  of  recording 
the  sentiments  of  a  British  House  of  Com* 
mons  upon  his  proposal,  and  bearing  onr 
testimony  to  those  great  exploits — exploits 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  per- 
fectly jnstifiea  in  saying  have  never  been 
exceeded,  if  they  have  ever  been  equalled, 
in  the  history  of  this  country.  It  b  super- 
fluous for  me  to  say  much  more  upon  this 
snbject,  because,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  told  you,  wa  have  in  the  des- 
patches of  those  gallant  officers  their  own 
account  of  these  great  deeds,  and  such  an 
account  aa  shows  not  less  their  modesty 
thu  their  nUmi ;  for  w«  find  Uie  rwoid 
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in  those  despatches  of  the  great  deeds  of 
•Imoflt  every  officer  and  of  uie  men  under 
their  command,  bat  a  silence,  a  modest  and 
perfect  silence  is  observed  with  respect  to 
their  own  iadividual  deeds.  It  is,  indeed, 
Kfl  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said— it  is 
true  that  the  right  hand  which  held  the 
sword  also  held  the  pen ;  or,  as  it  was 
■aid  of  a  great  commander  of  antiquity, 
Bodem  ammo  icriptit  quo  bellavil ;  and 
the  detail  in  these  admirable  despatches 
makes  it  unnecessary  to  allude  more  porti- 
cnlarly  to  the  brilliant  actions  they  describe. 
But  an  allusion  which  has  been  made  to 
the  Qovemor  General  of  In^a,  although, 
perhaps,  it  more  particularly  belongs  to 
the  second  Motion  of  thanks  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  about  to  propose 
to  the  House,  will,  1  hope,  be  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  my  saying  one  or  two  words 
with  reference  to  that  distinguished  man. 
It  is  a  great  comfort  to  me,  as  it  must  be 
to  every  Member  of  this  House — it  is  a 
great  consolation  to  me,  who  have  mixed 
familiarly,  I  may  say,  upon  the  floor  of 
Parliament  with  this  distingiushed  man,  to 
see  him  noir  in  a  distant  country  meeting 
those  hitherto  inrincible  battalions  with 
the  same  courage,  the  same  success,  and 
the  same  devotion  to  his  country,  that  cha- 
racterized him  when  we  saw  him  mingling 
io  the  ^ecuBsions  of  the  Senate,  and  win- 
mug  the  esteem,  however  he  might  differ 
from  his  opponents,  of  all  those  with  whom, 
happily  for  them,  he  ever  come  in  contact. 
There  Is  something,  I  may  say,  almost  of 
Boman  grandeur  in  this,  that  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  gets,  as  it 
were,  from  tbe  floor  of  this  House,  where 
he  had  so  long  distinguished  himself,  to 
the  command  of  a  great  province  and  of 
mighty  armies,  where,  though  suddenly 
and  treacherously  attacked,  he  combines 
with  the  greatest  skill  and  prudence  all  the 
avulable  forces  of  the  province  committed 
to  bis  care,  and  with  wonderful  success  in 
less  than  two  months  performed  deeds 
which  would  be  sufficient  for  the  life  of  any 
other  man.  Why,  between  the  17th  of 
December  last  and  the  present  time.  Sir 
Heniy  Har^ngo  baa  performed  exploits 
and  achieved  conquests  such  as  would  il- 
lustrate the  life  of  any  other  commander. 
Whether  this  is  the  last  triumph  that  we 
will  have  to  record— though  I  nope  peace 
may  be  assurcd^-or  not,  I  cannot  but  con- 
clude with  saying  that  we  shall  ever  re- 
member with  grateful  pride  that  distin- 
guished man,  who,  so  well  known  in  this 
Boose,  has  shown  lumself  equally  distio- 
VOL.  LXXXV.    {2S} 
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guished  in  the  field,  and  has  more  than 
upheld  that  renown  which  he  had  previonsly 
enjoyed.     Most  willingly  do  I  second  tbe 

Idotion. 

Hr.  C.  RUSSELL  said,  the  House 
would  remember  that  when  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  army  in  India  was  before  recorded 
hy  the  House,  that  a  petition  was  presented 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Durliom  from  tbe 
town  which  he  (Mr.  Russell)  had  the  ho- 
nour to  represent,  the  town  of  Reading, 
and  that  a  very  just  rebuke  was  thrown 
upon  that  petition  by  tbe  right  hon.  Baro- 
net at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern-  , 
ment.  He  had  since  received  a  request 
from  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Read- 
ing, conveyed  to  him  through  the  mayor 
and  magistrates  of  that  town,  that  he 
should  disclaim  on  their  part  that  petition; 
and  that  he  would  would  express  their  deep 
regret — he  might  add  their  shame — that 
such  a  petition  should  have  been  supposed 
to  have  proceeded  from  that  town.  They 
had  carefully  examined  that  petition,  and 
found  attached  to  it  tbe  names  of  many 
women  and  school  children,  and  many  per- 
sons who  were  hardly  able  to  write  ;  and, 
besides  that,  there  were  several  signatures 
which  were  actual  forgeries,  for  some 
gentlemen  whose  names  were  attached  to 
it  had  g^ven  an  indignant  denial  to  the 
statement  that  they  sanctioned  that  peti- 
tion. He  had  been  requested  to  avail  him- 
self of  that  debate  to  say  that  there  was 
no  town  in  Her  Majesty's  dominions  which 
more  heartily  and  more  loyally  rejoiced  in 
tho  triumphs  of  Her  Majesty's  armies, 
or  was  more  cordially  desirous  to  con- 
cur in  the  tribute  of  praise  and  admiration 
of  the  gallantry  by  which  those  triumphs 
had  been  obtained.  It  would  be  presump- 
tuous on  his  part  to  attempt  to  swell  the 
high  and  just  panegyric  that  had  been 
pronounced  upon  those  deeds  hy  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government ;  but  having  had  the  honour 
to  wear  the  uniform  of  the  Bengal  army 
during  many  of  the  best  years  of  his  exist- 
ence, it  would  not  seem  unreasonable  that 
he  should  have  been  specifically  requested 
by  a  large  number  of  persons  to  offer  their 
homage  and  admiration  to  the  troops  of 
Her  Majesty's  army,  and  to  the  troops  of 
that  service  in  which  at  one  perioil  bo 
might  say  he  had  the  honour  to  serve. 

Sir  B.  H.  INGLIS  would  not  follow  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  bad  spoken  lost  in  the 
former  part  of  his  observations;  and  it  was 
sufficient  for  him  to  say  that  he  entirely 
agreed  with  the  latter  part  of  thcm>  and 
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in  every  word  that  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  Her 
Hajeaty'B  Government,  beginning,  aa  he 
did,  with  ascribing  the  glory  and  the  snc- 
ceBH  of  the  war  to  Him  to  whom  atone  they 
were  due,  and  following  up  that  with  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  merits  and  BerriccH 
for  which  he  had  claimed  the  gratitude  of 
-  that  House,  and  with  respect  to  which 
he  had,  he  (Sir  R.  luglis)  believed, 
ntoken  the  nentimeuts  not  only  of  that 
House,  hut  also  of  every  Engliehraan  who 
was  worthy  of  the  name.  He  thought 
•  it  would  oe  presumptuous  in  him,  a 
layman,  to  offer  any  testimony  to  the  mi- 
litary merits  aud  services  which  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  had  enumerated — a  testi- 
mony which  better  became  the  military 
companions  of  those  distingnished  men 
but  he  could  not  forbeair  referring  to  thi 
testimony  which  had  been  borne  hy  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Nottin^am  (Sii 
J.  C.  Hobhouse)  to  those  services — atesti. 
mony  which  was  the  more  honourable  as 
being  given  to  a  political  opponent,  and 
doubly  valuable  as  coming  {rom  one  who, 
if  he  might  be  allowed  to  Bay  so,  had 
the  misfortune  to  differ  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Governor  Qener^  of 
India.  He  wished  also,  following  up  the 
observations  with  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  commenced,  specially  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  despatch 
of  Sir  Hugh  Gough  himself— a  despatch 
which  would  bear  comparison  with  any  des- 
patch in  any  age  of  the  military  history  of 
this  country,  and  which  revived,  in  some 
of  its  expressions,  the  remembrance  of  some 
of  the  greatest  heroes  who  had  everfought 
and  conquered,  and  who  had  always  attri- 
buted success  to  Him  to  whom  alone  it  was 
owing.  What  were  the  words  in  which 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  anuounced  the 
battle  of  Blenheim  i— 

"  God  his  blBMsd  Her  Majesty's  irmi  with  ai 
great  a  victory  u  bu  ever  been  known." 
What  was  the  lauguage  used  by   Lord 
Nelson  after  the  battle  of  the  Nile  ? — 

"  Almighty  God  has  blcued  Bia  Mnjcsty*! 
arms  in  the  lata  battle  by  a  great  victor;  oiet  tlie 
fleet  of  the  eaemy,  wfaom  I  attacked  at  tunict, 
the  lit  of  Auguit,  off  the  mouth  of  the  Nile." 
What  were  the  expressions  used  by  Lord 
Collingwood  at^r  the  etill  greater  battle 
of  Trafelgar  * — 

"  The  Almighty  God,  whose  arm  is  itrength, 
baring  of  hi«  great  mercy  been  pleased  to  crown 
the  exertions  of  Hia  Majeity'i  fleet  with  >uecei>, 
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try  and  to  mankind,  I  have  thought  pn^er  thati 
day  tUould  be  appointed  of  geronl  hiunililtics 
before  God,  and  of  thanlugiving  Ibr  this  hii  ^tc^ 
cifiil  goodness,  imploring  forgiveneai  of  sins,  ■  en- 
tinuation  of  His  Divine  meniy,  and  His  oantUnt  tii 
to  us  in  the  defence  of  our  country'i  UbertiM  at 
laws,  without  wliich  the  utmoit  eBotU  of  raia  in 
nought." 

In  the  same  spirit  aa  die  Dnka  of  MaiUtv- 
rough,  Lord  Kelson,  and  Lord  Coning- 
wood,  did  Sir  Hugh  Gough,  in  worai 
which  ought  to  be  engraven  on  all  their 
hearts,  open  his  despatch  : — 

"  Thjmks  to  Almiehty  God,  whoso  hand  I  it- 
tin  to  BcknowledgD  in  all  our  successes,  the  oeet- 
sion  of  my  writiDg  now  is  to  announce  a  BmbA 
and  most  glorious  and  dsciNve  victory." 

He  (Sir  R.  Inglis)  Bud  that  those  men 
were  worthy  of  being  the  countiymen  t£ 
Mariborough,  of  Nelson,  and  of  Colling- 
wood, who,  in  the  moment  of  victorr, 
eould  make  that  acknowledgment ;  and  w 
trusted,  from  the  passage  he  had  already 
adverted  to  in  the  opening  speech  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  at  tho  head  of  the  Qo- 
vemment,  that  ho  would  not  only  accord 
to  those  distinguished  individuals  on  the 
present  occasion  the  same  acknowledg- 
ments which  others  had  cipressed,  but  that 
he  would  not  be  unprepared  publicly  to  give 
effect  to  such  espression  of  acknowledg- 
ment. It  would  be  invidious  to  particulu- 
individuala  ;  but  he  could  not  but  ted 
that  more  mention  should  have  been  made 
of  Major  General  Gilbert  and  Brigadier 
Cureton,  whose  merits  must  have  well  en- 
titled tlicm  to  more  especifd  reference. 
The  latter  distinguished  iu^vidual,  thoiu^ 
descended  from  what  the  world  generaEy 
called  a.  good  family,  had  the  credit  of  rais- 
ing himself  from  the  ranks.  If  he  thongfat 
that  in  making  that  allusion  he  detracted 
in  the  slightest  degree  from  the  great  me- 
rit and  character  of  that  individual,  be 
hoped  he  should  shrink  from  doing  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  or  of  seeking  to  und^- 
value  him;  but  he  mentioned  it  as  redound- 
ing to  his  own  honour  that  he  had  risen 
by  his  talents  from  theranks.  He  believed 
there  would  not  be  iu  that  House  one  dis- 
sentient voice,  or  dissentient  feehng  in  the 
country,  with  respect  to  the  merits  and  ser- 
riees  of  those  who  were  now  to  receive  the 
most  grateful  of  tributes  which  man  could 
confer  upon  man — the  honour  of  a  unani- 
mous vote  of  thanks  from  that  House. 
Thanking  the  House  for  having  permitted 
him  to  bear  his  share  in  according  this 
public    expression    of    thanks,    he  would 
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Bopport  t«  the  *M«s  both  to  Sir  H.  Smith 
«iui  to  Sir  H.  Sardiogefor  their  M)hier«- 
mMt  on  the  baaks  of  the  SutleJ. 

Lord  J.  KUSSBLL  :  Aa  the  right  hon. 
Buoset  has  brought  this  queetion  to  fully 
before  jou,  it  ie  not  neeeBBorj  for  me  to 
trouMe  the  lioiue  with  many  obserratioaBi 
but  I  wish  to  tAkc  this  opportunity  of  ox- 
preaung  my  eordiaJ.  partiuipation  in  the 
TOte  <rf  thanks  vhich  die  right  hon.  Baro- 
net has  moved.  The  terms  in  which  be 
moTed  that  TOt«  of  thanks,  the  speech  he 
made  in  moving  iti  eretr  topic  to  which  ho 
alluded,  aeom  to  me  to  leave  nothing  to  be 
auppUed.  I  new  heard  a  question  of  a 
vote  of  thanks  snetained  with  more  feeling 
at  more  abiUty.  Fwhaps  it  may  he  per- 
mitted to  me,  wbo  am  not  the  politiu^  or 
private  friend  of  Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  to 
Bay  there  is  no  person  who  is  united  to  Um 
wdier  by  political  connection  or  private 
friendship  who  can  feel  more  wwinly  the 
honour  be  has  acquired  in  the  recant  trans- 
actions than  I  feel,  who  have  been  opposed 
to  him  in  polities,  but  wbo  have  always  felt 
for  his  character  the  highest  respect,  Let 
nte  say  further,  with  respect  to  Sir  Hugh 
Oeu^,  that  I  am  glad  to  see  that  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland  has  added  another  to  ihoee 
many  glories  which  Irishm«i  have  contfi- 
bnted  to  the  reput&tion  and  fame  c^  Eng- 
land, I  have  great  satisfactioo  in  thinking 
that  tiie  glory  which  the  British  army  has 
acquired  under  the  Governor  General  and 
Commander-in-Chief  has  been  altogether 
untarnished.  If  the  state  i^  the  Punjai^ 
had  rendered  the  iuvaslon  necessary,  we 
might  be  liaUe  to  the  charge  of  ambition 
— if  we  had  ev«i  assembled  a  large  army, 
apparently  menacing  that  territory,  then 
it  might  be  said  that  it  was  imperative  tm 
them  to  seek  protection  for  their  country 
by  crossing  the  SuUej;  but  from  the  man- 
oer  in  which  Sir  Henry  Uardingo  has  am- 
eluded  the  great  atTairs  committed  tu  him, 
ire  ean  say  that  no  preparatitm  was  made 
that  could  justify  the  smidlest  aggression 
— and  we  can  say,  likewise,  that  if  the  ut- 
most preparation  had  been  made — if  the 
anny  had  been  collected  wiUi  a  vie^ 
dispose  of  the  Funjauh  according  to  the 
dictates  (^our  ambition,  ev«i  in  that  cose 
diere  could  not  have  been  more  faaroy  uid 
brilliattt  sneoess  than  that  which  has  foU 
lowed  this  wanton  and  unprovoked  inva- 
sion upon  the  part  of  the  Sikhs.  With 
these  few  words  I  beg  to  express  my  cor- 
dial concurrence  in  the  Resolution. 

SiE  DB  LACY  EVANS  :  I  hope  this 
Uonae  will  allow  me  to  g^re  my  cordial 


ooQOurrence  and  support  to  the  vote  mored 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  There  is  » 
peculiar  reason  why  I  do  not  wish  to  give  ft 
silent  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  H.  Smi£,  for 
happily  it  has  been  my  fate  to  be  pecu- 
liarly associated  with  him  on  many  occft- 
sions.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  has  so 
ably  detailed  the  serrioes  of  Sir  H.  Smith, 
and  has  so  well  eulogized  his  conduct  upon 
the  present  occasion,  that  I  will  not  attempt 
ta  follow  him;  but  Utere  was  an  expression 
in  which  I  cannot  quite  concur,  as  to  what 
the  oewsp^ers  have  called  a  "reverse," 
in  the  adinirable  conduct  which  has  been  so 
well  described.  I  do  not  think  the  expres- 
of  a  reverse — although  even  in  that 
case  there  would  be  notJiing  injurious  to 
the  gloiy  of  the  actions  of  Sir  H.  Smith-— 
is  in  any  degree  applicable.  Sir  H.  Smith 
was  placed  in  one  of  those  unexpected  dif- 
ficulties which  frequently  occur.  He  had 
a  very  difficult  military  opetatitm  to  execute, 
and  he  succeeded.  Ilis  first  and  primary 
duty  was  to  effect  a  junction  with  the 
small  corps  under  Colonel  Godby,  and  also 
with  the  still  smaller  force  under  Cobnel 
Wheeler.  Therefore  he  had  one  of  the 
most  extraordinarily  dehcate  mancsuvres 
which  it  could  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  chief  to 
execute;  uid  though  surprised,  he  made 
only  a  partial  failure  by  sacrificing  a  small 
portion  of  his  baggage,  which  I  do  not  be- 
heve  was  of  the  ^ghtest  consequence. 
When  it  is  recollected  that  this  was  a 
parallel  movement,  that  the  enemy  was 
double  our  force,  and  though  it  is  not  w^ 
known  to  hou.  Uemhers  in  that  House,  the 
baggage  is  four  or  five  times  aa  large  as  in 
an  European  a^my,  and  that  the  followers 
are  three  times  the  amount  of  the  annr, 
I  do  not  think  the  losa  great,  even  if  700 
camels  had  been  lost.  It  must  be  recol- 
lected that  in  AfTghanistan  the  loss  was 
30,000  or  32,000  eamehi.  1  therefore 
conceive  that  the  expression  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  not  appUcable.  The 
victoiT  which  followed  was  a  great  proof 
of  skill  and  ability.  There  are  hardly  any 
recorded  details  of  any  army  which  can 
surpass  this  in  my  admiration.  With  re- 
ganl  to  the  merite  of  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral and  the  Commander-in-Chief,  former 
circumstances  may  leed  the  House  to  sup- 
pose that,  in  supporting  the  vote  for  thwr 
distinguished  and  glorious  services,  I  may 
be  less  cordial  and  less  sincere  than  in  the 
vote  to  Sir  H.  Smith.  But,  Sir,  I  know 
too  well  the  ill  consequences  in  the  feelings 
of  officers  and  of  men  of  any  unjust  crilj- 
ciams  in  thiji  House  or  in  any  other  place, 
(J2 
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or  of  any  inadequate  acluiowledgment  of 
aervicoB,  to  follow  wliat  may  have  been  the 
course piunued  tovrarda  myself  in  this  House 
at  a  former  period.  With  regard  to  the 
Governor  General,  as  a  LienteDant  Qene- 
ral,  placing  himself  second  in  command  to 
Sir  H.  Gougli,  and  as  Governor  General  in 
the  eierciae  of  his  arduous  duties,  collect- 
ing supplies,  and  obtaining  men,  I  must 
say,  that  though  many  glorious  achieve- 
ments  stand  on  the  records  of  this  country, 
there  are  none  recorded  which  are  more 
honourable  than  this  to  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral. Some  criticism  has  also  been  pass- 
ed on  the  battle  of  Ferozeshah;  but,  Sir, 
tiiere  never  has  been  a  battle  fought,  not 
even  Waterloo,  after  which  there  was  not  a 
variety  of  gentlemen  to  be  found  who  could 
have  fought  it  infinitely  better.  It  has 
also  been  said  the  Governor  General  ought 
not  to  have  began  the  engagement  on  the 
eveningof  theSlat,  but  ahoiJdhave  waited 
for  the  next  morning.  I  will  not  put  my 
opinion  in  competition  with  that  of  these 
infallible  critics;  but  they  should  bear  in 
mind  that  if  our  army  did  not  engage  on 
the  21st,  the  enemy  had  a  large  body  of 
cavalry,  which  might  have  captured  our 
eick  and  wounded,  and  seized  the  stores 
and  supplies  which  were  coming  up. 
Moreover,  if  we  had  commenced  the  bat- 
tle next  morning,  I  am  not  aware  that  our 
own  people  would  have  been  much  better 
off  than  uie  night  before;  they  hod  not  any 
supplies,  and  the  battle  would  probably 
have  been  much  longer  in  the  morning. 
Nay  more,  1  may  be  permitted  to  remind 
hon.  Gentlemen  that  a  large  body  of  men, 
and  forty  or  fifty  guns  came  up  after  the 
actionj  and  if  they  had  acted  on  our  finnk, 
or  in  the  rear  at  an  coriy  period,  they 
would  have  done  injury  to  our  attacking 
force,  and  I  do  not  know  what  additional 
danger  they  might  have  produced.  Permit 
me  also  to  refer  humbly  but  sincerely  to 
the  glorious  career  of  Sir  Hugh  Gough. 
It  is  well  known  that  he  is  an  officer  of  ad- 
vanced age,  and  of  invariable  gallantry. 
From  the  day  when  at  Barossa  his  regiment 
captured  an  eagle  of  the  enemy,  down  to 
the  present  hour,  in  his  variooB  posts,  he 
has  never  failed  to  attract  the  notice  of  his 
superiors,  and  the  approbation  of  the  Go- 
vernment. As  the  battle  of  Sobraon  may 
be  regarded  as  the  Waterloo  of  Indian 
battles,  I  only  wish  to  coll  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  what  I  am  sure 
the  country  will  gratefully  recollect,  the 
services  of  this  gallant  old  soldier,  and,  as 
I  beiiere,  he  a  tenned  in  oaa  of  Sir  H. 


Har^nge's  letters,  "the  glorious  veteran.^""' 
He  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  Con^^^- 
mander-in-Chief  in  two  moat  glorious  an^^— j 

successful    wars;   and  I   believe,   with  th-    ti 

exception  of  the  illustrious  Commander-in^^E^ 
Chief  of  our  army,  who  was  connected  witl^d- 

phant,  I  believe  this  is  the  only  inBtanc*- -^ 
of  a  Commander-in-Chief  who  has,  in  a  fe*^^^ 
years,  conducted  two  most  glorious  an^^  j 
suceeseful  wars. 

Sir  HOWARD  DOUGLAS  said,  tha.^^ 
having  paid  his  tribute  of  admiratio^^n 
on  a  former  occcoaion  to  the  great  achieve:^^ 
ments  of  the  Indian  army,  he  shoul^iEi 
not  enter  again  into   tactical  details  r^ — 

lating  -ta-tfee*  splendid    plan   of    opera 

tiona.  He  rejoiced  that  separate  voteis 
of  thanks  were  proposed  to  be  given 
to  fiir  Henry  Smith,  and  to  the  Cont- 
mander  in  Chief,  Sir  Hugh  Gough,  for  the 
two  distinct  and  brilliant  victories  which 
they  had  gained  ;  for  had  not  Sir  Henty 
Smith  succeeded  in  the  very  difGcult  and 
critical  operations  intrusted  to  him,  and 
defeated  the  well-conceived  and  very  for- 
midable attempt  made  by  the  enemy  to  in- 
tercept the  mmn  communications  of  the 
army,  the  crowning  victory  of  Sobraon, 
in  which  he  too  had  a  principal  share,  had 
never  taken  place.  The  operations  of  the 
division  under  Sir  Henry  Smith,  were, 
tactically,  of  the  most  difficult  description, 
and  were  conducted  with  admirable  skill, 
and  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  science  of 
his  profession.  And  he  (Sir  H.  Douglas) 
agreed  with  his  bon.  and  gallant  Friend 
the  Member  for  Westminster,  that  nothing 
occurred  in  these  movements  which  could 
be  considered  to  have  been  disappointment, 
far  leas  a  "  reverse."  There  was  a  trifling 
sacrifice  of  some  of  the  baggage  which  fol- 
lowed in  the  rear,  which  Sir  Henry  Smith 
bad  too  much  skill  and  constancy  of  pur> 
pose  to  attempt  to  protect  by  any  hesita- 
tion, or  deviation  from  his  plan,  which 
must  have  brought  on  a  general  action 
ere  ho  had  formed  his  junction  with  the 
other  corps.  Had  he  done  this,  the  great 
object  for  which  he  was  detached  would 
have  ftuled ;  and  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences must  have  ensued,  to  the  mun  ope- 
rations, instead  of  being  a  prelude  to  that 
great  victory  for  which  the  Houro  was  now 
about  to  return  thanks  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  the  officers,  and  soldiers,  who 
fought  on  that  glorious  day — one  of  the 
most  splendid  and  eventful  in  military  his- 
tory. Having  described,  from  n  plan  in 
lua  ho&d,  tho  vcitkA  tiicgwa  »{  by  tbq 
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«nem;,  forming  a  (^t«  <fejxmt,  consiBting  of 
three  separate  encloaureB  of  wbicli  the 
moBt  advanced  vw  a  fonuidable  entronch- 
meot  armed  vith  Bcventy  or  eiglitj  pieces 
of  ordnance,  defended,  moreover,  \>y  power- 
ful batteries  placed  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  mat  whicti  oommanded,  hj  about  forty 
feet,  the  low  ground  on  the  left  bank  on 
which  tiie  operations  took  place,  the  gal- 
lant Member  (Sir  Howard  Douglas)  ob- 
served, that  he  wftB  not  aware  of  any  in- 
atance  in  which  so  strong  a  post  of  that 
description  was  attacked,  directly  in  front, 
without  other  combinations  ;  and,  for  this 
reason,  that  titei  d«  pont  may  easily  be 
tomed,  by  crossing  the  river  on  either 
flank,  unless  the  enemy  prevent  this  by 
occupying  the  reverse  bank  of  the  river 
likewise  with  a  large  force.  Thus,  by 
Tailing  for  the  advance  of  Sir  Charles  Na- 
pier, combined  with  a  movement  across 
the  river  by  a  part  of  Sir  Hugh  Gougb's 
army,  the  enemy  would  have  been 
farced  either  to  cross  the  Sutlej,  or  to 
permit  their  communicatioua  to  be  inter- 
cepted, and  their  retreat  cut  off.  But 
Am  plan  of  operation  required  time  ;  and 
Qie  heats  were  at  hand,  when  the  opera- 
tions of  the  British  army  could  no  longer 
with  safety  he  continued  ;  and  this,  had  it 
succeeded  in  obliging  the  Sikhs  to  recross 
the  river,  would  have  led  to  the  commence- 
ment of  a  fresh  campaign^ — to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a  WOT  of  invasion  in  the  Punjaub, 
instead  of  terminating  a  war  of  aggression 
in  HindoHtan,  at  one  blow,  by  a  victory 
which  destroyed  the  remnant  of  the  inva- 
der's force,  and  opened  the  way  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war,  without  further  bloodshed. 
Sir  Hugh  Gough,  therefore,  and  the  Go- 
vamor  General  decided  wisely.  Well  were 
they  entitled  to  relj  on  the  valour,  the  de- 
termination, the  invincibility  of  his  forces, 
for  so  daring  and  decisive  an  operation. 
The  arrangements  were  perfect — the  dif- 
ferent arms  of  the  service  were  admirably 
combined — the  operation  waa  eminently 
Boecesaful,  and  highly  deserving  of  the 
thanks  of  the  House,  and  the  gratitude  of 
the  conntry. 

Mb.  BROTHERTON  smd,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  have  obtruded  himself  upon 
the  attention  of  the  House ;  but  after  the 
speech  of  the  hoc.  Member  for  Reading  it 
speared  to  him  that  it  would  partake  of 
pusillanimity  on  his  part,  with  the  senti- 
menta  he  held  in  regard  to  war,  if  he  did 
not  stand  up  in  that  House  and  endeavour 
to  vindicate  principles  which  he  was  never 
ashamed  to  acknowledge.     He  knew  that 


in  this  country  the  abhorrence  of  war  and 
the  principles  of  peace  were  fast  gaining 
ground  in  the  pubhc  mind  ;  and  previous  to 
the  last  occasion  when  the  thanks  of  that 
House  were  voted  to  those  gallant  officers 
and  men  in  India,  a  deputation  waited  upon 
him  to  request  that  he  would  support  a 
resolution  which  would  have  appeared  to 
be  in  opposition  to  the  vote  of  Uionks  that 
was  then  proposed;  but  he  thought  that 
this  war  had  been  of  such  a  character  tiiat 
an  opposition  then  started  in  that  House 
was  not  likely  to  propagate  those  principles 
of  peace  which  be  wished  to  advocate ;  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  better  to  ab- 
stain at  that  time  from  an  avowal  of  them, 
which  might  only  injure  their  progress  ut 
future.  On  the  present  occasion  he  hod 
no  wish  to  destroy  or  to  weaken  the  una- 
nimity and  cordiality  of  the  vote  that  was 
proposed  to  he  given  to  those  men  who  hod 
risked  their  lives,  nay,  joaaj  who  had  sacri- 
ficed them,  for  what  they  believed  was  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  tionotur,  gloi;,  and 
welfare  of  Uiia  country;  and  he  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  hia  heart  was  as  worm  and 
his  feelings  as  grateful  to  men  who  in  any 
state  had  done  what  they  could  to  promote 
the  interests  of  this  country  as  any  man's; 
and  although  he  might  not  eiaetiy  ogreu 
with  the  sentiments  of  many  hon.  Gentle- 
men, yet  he  had  not  the  slightest  wish  to 
say  one  word  that  could  give  offence  to  any 
one.  He  assured  the  House  that  he  spoke 
only  from  an  imperious  sense  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  those  principles  which  he  had 
long  entertained  upon  tms  subject.  It  was 
not  exactly  according  to  his  sentiments 
that  they  should  mix  up  religion  with  war; 
for  he  had  always  considered  war  as  the 
greatest  scourge  that  could  be  permitted 
by  Providence  to  afflict  tha  human  race, 
and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  all  men  to  do 
what  they  could  to  prevent  it.  He  should 
deeply  regret  to  see  the  military  spirit  in- 
creased in  this  country,  as  he  believed  that 
the  best  interests  of  nations  might  be  pro- 
moted without  having  recourse  to  arms. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  depicted  with 
great  feeling  the  horrors  of  those  scenes 
which  bad  taken  place  in  India;  and  he  did 
not  like  attributing  to  the  Almighty  what 
He  ooold  not  look  upon  with  complacency. 
There  was  a  manifest  distinction  between 
what  God  appointed,  and  what  He  per- 
mitted. He  appointed  what  was  good ;  He 
permitted  what  was  evil ;  otherwise  it  could 
not  exist.  Nothing  could  be  more  injurious 
to  society,  than  confounding  good  with 
It  was  a  profanation  of  the  sacred 
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principles  of  Chriatianitj.  He  wu,  there- 
fore, aecidodly  agaioBt  the  consecTation  of 
regimental  colours,  and  placing  the  trophies 
of  war  in  the  temples  of  peace.  God  must 
look  with  on  equal  Cjc  upon  all  mankind 
and  although  He  might  permit,  for  somi 
irisepurpoaG.ftgrcat  evil  to  exiat,  and  permit 
one  claBS  to  punish  another,  yet,  according 
to  his  ideas  of  religion,  they  ought  to  set 
up  those  principles  which  they  thought 
nght,  and  to  manifest  their  confidence  in 
them  bj  adhering  to  them. 

Loud  HOTHAH  said,  that  as  a  veir 
old  friend  of  the  gallant  officer  (Sir  H. 
Smith],  whose  eondact  tbej  were  now  con- 
sidering, he  hoped  he  should  be  pardoned 
for  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  entire  and  cordial  conenr- 
rence  in  the  sentiments  so  ably,  eloquently, 
and  jostly  e^cpressed  by  bis  n^"t  hon. 
Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
Ho  thought  it  impossible  for  any  one  lo 
read  the  despatch  of  Sir  H.  Smith  without 
coming  to  the  conclnsion  that  these  pro- 
ceedings were  conducted  by  him  with  the 
most  consummate  ability.  It  was  also,  as 
his  right  hon.  Friend  had  said,  well  worthy 
of  remark,  that  Sir  H.  Smith  had  detailed 
all  the  circumstances  attending  the  battle 
of  Aliwal,  with  a.  degree  of  perspicuity 
which  rendered  them  so  intelligible  to  every 
Member  of  the  House,  that  eren  those  the 
lout  acquiunted  with  military  operations 
were  able  to  see  at  once  not  only  the  pre- 
dse  object  which  he  was  ordered  to  effect, 
and  the  difficulties  he  had  to  contend  with, 
but  also  the  manner  in  which,  after  a  se- 
vere struggle,  lie  was  able  to  overcome 
those  difficulties,  and  add  fresh  lustre  to 
tlie  British  arms.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
had  stated  that  perhaps  the  success  of  Sir 
H.  Smith  might,  in  no  small  degree,  be 
attributed  to  the  opportunity  he  had  had  of 
serving  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
He  was  sure  that,  if  they  had  Sir  H. 
Smith  amongst  them, (he  would  be  the  first 
to  admit  that  his  success  was  mainly  attri- 
butable to  the  advantage  he  had  of  learn- 
iog  the  art  of  war,  for  five  succcssire  years, 
io  the  Peninsula,  under  that  illustrious 
nan  whom  they  had  the  satisfaction  stJII  to 
see  at  the  head  of  the  British  army.  Sir 
H.  Smith  was  attached  to  a  portion  of  the 
Peninsular  army  not  less  remarkable  for 
its  discipline  than  for  its  intelligence, 
and  general  knowledge  of  its  duty ;  a 
division  always  in  the  front  when  they 
were  advancing  towards  the  enemy,  always 
in  the  rear  when  necessity  compelled  a 
retrograde  movement,  and  always  in  the 


line  when  they  were  formed  for  action;  and 
although  constantly  exposed  to  danger,  he 
had  had  the  good  fortune,  except  on  ono 
occasion,  to  escape  those  casualties  bj 
which  so  many  of  bis  brother  officers  were 
disabled,  and  thus  he  had  the  opportunitT 
of  seeing  an  eitent  of  service  which  it  fell 
to  the  lot  of  few  to  witness.  The  House 
saw  to  what  good  account  he  had  tamed 
the  advantages  he  had  possessed  in  acquir- 
ing professional  knowledge ;  but  besides 
this.  Sir  H.  Smith  had  the  additional  na- 
tural advantage  of  a  remarkably  quick  per- 
ception, and  was,  moreover,  characterued 
by  unceasing  activity  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty,  the  most  ardent  zeal  and  de- 
votion, and  the  most  undaunted  resolution. 
There  could  be  little  doubt  that  to  tho 
knowledge  that  he  posseesed  all  these  qua- 
lities, it  might  be,  in  some  measure,  attri- 
buted that  ho  was  selected  by  Sir  H.  Oough 
for  that  service  which  he  had  so  well  and  so 
effectually  performed.  Gratifying  as  it  wao 
to  him  (Lord  Hotham]  to  see  the  House 
notice  with  honour  any  portion  of  the  ser- 
vice to  which  he  belonged,  he  thon^t  thej 
should  do  so  only  on  great  occasions;  but 
he  was  also  of  opinion  that  no  one  Could 
doubt  that  this  Was  one  of  those  occasions. 
Ho  cordially  concurred  in  the  second 
vote  of  thanks  which  would  be  proposed  to 
the  Qovemor  Qeneral  and  Sir  H.  Oon^; 
and  would  only  further  sav,  that,  as  ever]* 
officer  and  man  who  had  heen  engaged  in 
the  late  operations  in  India  had  ricUy  d»- 
served  the  thanks  of  the  House,  so  he  be- 
lieved that  all,  and  no  one  more  than  Sir 
H.  Smith,  wonld  highly  appreciate  them. 

Mr.  HUME,  before  this  vote  passed, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  House,  wished  to  make  one  or 
two  observations.  He  was  sorry  that  the 
question  of  the  policy  of  war  should  have 
been  introduced  by  his  hon.  Friend,  as  this 
was  by  no  means  the  proper  occasion  for 
introducing  it.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
stated,  and  truly  stated,  that  in  achieving 
such  glory  he  could  not  make  an  exception 
of  the  native  troops,  or  distinguish  them 
from  any  others  engaged.  It  appeared 
that  two-thirds  of  the  troops  engaged  in 
these  battles  were  natives  ;  and  he  ques- 
tioned whether  the  House  knew  the  extent 
or  the  value  of  the  serrices  of  the  nativo 
troops.  He  had  himself  had  opportunities 
of  noticing  the  conduct  of  native  troops, 
'  II  pay  was  nine  months  in  orrear, 
e  engaged  in  war,  and  yet  the  whole 
of  these  troops  continued  to  act  throughout 
that  war  vrith  the  greateat  fideli^.   He  did 
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not  brieve  tli&t  the  pftge  «f  history  offered 
%  mora  BtriUng  uutanoe,  as  reg&rded  the 
lojoltf,  the  fidelity,  and  the  bniTerj  of 
troops,  than  was  to  be  found  in  this  cant' 
psign  in  the  conduct  of  the  native  troops. 
He  hoped  that  the  East  India  Company, 
wMch  was  so  much  indebted  to  the  native 
troops,  wonid  do  ita  duty  by  promoting. 
their  interests  in  every  posBible  way.  He 
trusted  that  there  nould  be  a  unaniniotu 
vote  on  this  occasion.  He  hod  formerly 
heard  of  tbe  grasping  disposition  of  Gover- 
nor Generals,  and  that  they  were  con- 
stantly encroaching  on  surrounding  States 
with  die  view  of  extending  the  Indian  em- 
pire :  if  he  night  offer  an  opinion  on  the 
conduct  of  Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  it  would 
be  that  he  had  shown  an  excess  of  modera- 
tion, but  which  would  redound  to  bia  and 
his  ooimtry's  great  honour,  and  remove  the 
stigma  which  very  often  was  nnjustly 
nrged,  that  this  country  was  grasping  at 
all  the  territory  of  its  neighbonrs.  The 
conduct  of  the  Sikhs  had  been  such  as 
would  have  justified  Sir  Henry  Hardinge 
in  taking  any  course  ;  but  he  pursued  a 
conrse  most  honourable  to  himself  and  bis 
country,  and  which  would  prove,  as  advan- 
tageous to  the  Bait  India  Company  as  it 
wastoezalthis  own  character.  Heconfessed 
that  he  had  looked  forward  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  Funjanb  as  a  probable  event, 
u  it  appeared  necessary  for  the  securing 
peace  on  our  frontier  ;  but,  as  the  Govern- 
ment had  said  that  they  for  the  present 
would  make  4be  trial  of  preserving  its  in- 
dependence, he  would  not  say  one  word  in 
objection.  If  peace,  however,  should  not 
he  secured,  they  would  have  to  take  pos- 
session of  it  hereafter,  and  those  who  vio- 
lated the  pledge  they  had  given,  must 
fear  the  consequences. 

Resolution  agreed  to  n«min«  controdi- 
Mnte. 

It  was  also — 


,  JVddJm  OnurofUcMit*— "  That  th« 
TbMlIu  of  tiiii  UouM  be  firen  to  the  wvenl 
OSto«n,  Eurapasn  Mid  N>tive.  under  the  oom- 
nund  of  Sir  Hrarj  Smith  far  the  distingiiiahed 
Services  readered  bf  them  at  the  Battle  of 
AUwsl. 

"  That  thii  Honse  doth  highljr  approve  of,  and 
Aammwid,  (be  ilitrepiditjand  eKemplarrdiwiipluie 
diaidajed  bj  tbe  Mon-Cominiasieiied  Offiosrs 
Frlvste  SoicGera,  European  and  NaCiic,  in 
Battle  of  Aliwal,  on  the  28th  of  January,  18*6,  in 
their  Attack  on  tbe  EQemy'i  Position,  b;  which 
the  SiUu  were  eompletelf  routed,  and  driven  in 
Confiuion  aeron  the  Sutlaj,  with  the  Leas  of  all 
their  Artlllerj  and  Military  Kquipment;  and  that 
the  same  he  lijnifled  to  them  by  the  Gommanden 
of  the  aeveral  Oorps,  who  are  deiired  to  thank 
tten  fat  Ihair  gsUanl  behavloiir. 


Tbat,  in  Mqnssljng  the  Gavemor  General  of 
India  to  conununioale  tbeae  Rcaolutioos  to  the 
iral  Officen  referred  to  thoroin,  this  HouiS 
ro«  to  acknowledge  the  wal  ajid  judgment 
evinced  hy  The  Right  HooonTBible  Lieutenant  Gene- 
ral Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  Knight  Grand  Crossoftba 
Moat  Honourable  Military  Order  ofthe  Bath,  Go- 
vernor General  of  India  ;  and  alao  by  General  Sir 
Hugh  Gough,  Baronet.  Knight  Grand  Crosa  ofthe 
Moat  Uonourable  Military  Order  of  tbe  Bath, 
OomtDander  in  Chief  of  tbe  Forcea  in  India,  In 
•oppIyiHg  M^or  General  Sir  Ilenry  Smith  wiUi 
aueh  reinforoements  and  military  means  as  ena- 
bled him,  under  Divine  Frovidence,  to  over- 
all tba  Obetoolea  thrown  in  bis  way  by  a 
brave  uid  determined  Enemy." 

Ordarad— "  That  the  aald  Seaolutiolis  be 
tranamittedby  Mr.  Speaker  to  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral of  India,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  oom- 
imiaate  the  aame  to  the  aeveral  Offlocra  referred 

therein." 

BATTLE  OE  SOBRAON. 
SiK  R.  PEEL  thought  that  it  would  b« 
unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  Houao 
further  than  merely  to  propose  the  Resols* 
tions,  embodying  a  Vote  of  Thanks  to  Sir 
Hugh  Gough  and  Sir  Henry  HarcUnge,  and 
the  officers  and  soldiers  serving  under  these 
distingnisbed  generals.  The  gallant  Officer 
'"'  ^"  Lacy  Evans)  miauDdorstood  him  if 
'  that  he  (Sir  B.  Peel)  in- 
to have  made  the  sUghtest  reflee* 
tion  on  Sir  Harry  Smith,  with  respect  to 
any  loss  in  the  baggage  of  his  army ;  on 
the  contrary,  in  what  be  had  said  he  had 
been  most  d^irons  of  paying  an  additional 
compliment  to  the  gallant  General  for  his 
most  able  and  judicious  conduct  previously 
to  the  action  of  the  28th.  Instead  of 
implying  any  sort  of  blame,  he  intended 
to  express  his  opinion  that  the  move- 
ment of  the  troops  previously  to  the  battle 
of  AUwal  had  oecn  conducted  with  thd 
greatest  skill  and  bravery.  He  was  fully 
aware  tbat  it  was  a  matter  of  deh- 
cacy  to  allude  in  tbat  House  to  the  pro- 
bable eierciso  of  tbe  prerogative  of  Hflr 
Hajesty.  Ho  would  not,  however,  lot  thfl 
opportunity  pass  of  observing  that  Her 
Majesty  had  signified,  within  one  boor  after 
tbe  receipt  of  tbe  despatches.  Her  gracious 
intention  of  conferring  the  honour  of  die 
British  Peerage  on  Sir  Henry  Hardinge 
and  on  Sir  Hugh  Gough.  He  would  t^a 
that  opportunity  of  alluding  to  events  which 
ought  not  to  pass  in  silence.  In  a  com- 
munication irom  Sir  Henry  Hardinge, 
which  he  received  yesterday,  that  gallant 
Officer  bore  testimony  to  the  valour  of  the 
distinguished  Prussian  Prioca  and  the 
offioera  who  acoompanied  him  in  the  cam' 
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paign   in   India.      That  distmgnislied  per-  Goi,  which  wo  deiin  mi»t  humbly  t«  leknow- 

Bonage  had  left  the  army  after  the  battle  of  J^;,J)j^  d^^^"""  *'^'"'™°'  inruion  wu 

Ferozepore,  but  on  hearing  that  there  was  '~^t  tL  Thinki  of  thi.  Oouk,  be  giten  to 

aprobahility   of  another  engagement,   re-  Gcnenl  Sir  Hugh  Cough,  Bart.,  Knight  Grand 

tnmcd  to   take   part   in    it.      The   Prince  Cross  of  the  Most  honourtblo  MiliUrj  Order  of 

is   thus  alluded  to  in   the  despatch  of  Sir  ^^^  Bath,  Commander  in  Chief  of  tbo  Forces  in 

Hugh  GoughL-'-Wewcrein  this  battle  ?"^' ^V,?*'!^.''*'"'''"\?''',''I.r'??';:'''^ 

*    ,  """b"  ■  ,  ,„  .  m  the  Battlp  of  Sobraon,  upon  the  iOth  of  Febru- 

again  honoured  With  the  presence  of  Pnoce  ^_  1^40^  to  directed  and  led  the  attack,  ■hen 

Waldcniar  of   Prussia,   and  the  two  noble-  the  enemy's  entrenchments  were  stormed,  their 

men     in    his     suite.      Counts     Oriola     and  artillery  captured,  tlieir  anny  defeated  and  scat- 

Greuben."     Here,  as  at  Moodkce  and  Fe-  tered.  and  the  Punjaub  laid  open  to  the  »dT»nce 

,     ,       .,  ....         ■  I     1      ■  ■.  J- 1  of  our  YictOTJOUS  Troops, 

roieshan,   these    Qistmgulshea   VlBltora  did         .,  j^^^  ^^^^  Thanks  of  this   House  be  given  to 

not  content  themselves  with  a  distant  view  Major  General  Sir  Henry  George  Smith,  Knight 

of  the  action,   hut  throughout  it   were  to  Commander    of  the   Mo>t   honourable   Milititry 

be  seen  in    front    wherever   danger  most  ""^or  of  the  Bath  ;  Major  General   Walter  B*- 

urgo..),  p™cd  H.  hoped  .1...0  b.  s':^'S".iss^Tiiiir:o''JS; 

itted  to  supply  an  omission  which  he  MUitarj  Order  of  the  Bath  :   and  t«  the  oUier 

nade  in  proposing  the  Motion,  namely,  Officers,   European  and   Satire,  for  the  dinin- 

)t    doing    sufficient    honour    to    the  guishcd  serrico  tendered  bythem  in  tbeeminently 

distinguished   services    of   Major    General  •u^ewfiJ  operation,  at  the  battle  of  Sob«on. 
fit.  S      TT.     1  ■    1       i  .L     .■                       I    _  That  this  Uouae  doth  highly  approre  of  and 

Gilbert.    The  highest  testLmony  was  homo  „„^,„j  ^^^  invincible  intrlpL4itr.^r«;veranoe. 

to   the  distinguished    semces   and   merits  and  steady  discipline  displayed  by  the  Non-com- 

of  this  gallant    officer.       With    respect  to  missioned  Officers  and  Private  Soldiers,  EuropesD 

hia  conduct  duriog  the   recent   operations,  and  Native,  in  the  Battle  of  Sobraon,  on  the  10th 

he  would  refer  to  the  words  of  Sir  Hugh  ?*,^f  ""?■  '^"^  *''' Jl^li'',,*'"'  ^^°rr,°[tt-'  Bnt- 

^v    .>/—  .w.>,.  ™  t,  uh  Arms  has  been  sueceMfiilly  mamtained  against 

Gough,  which  were  much    better  than  any  ,  determined   and   greatly  superior   force;    and 

to  which  ho  could  give  utterance  : —  that  'the  aame  be  signified  to  them  by  the  c 


L 


0  express  my    gratitude    to 


manders  of  the  (eieral  corps,  who    are  desired 


«^,  SZ„1  ™i^ 'To." oS  ^~  ^  »  .b"^  a™  fc  .h.i,  ^Un.  b,,.  W 

cord  that  in  this  great   fight  all   was   achieicd  The  right  hon.   Baronet   concluded  by 

by  biiTi  irhich.  as  Commuider-in- Chief,  I  could    moviog 

d«in  al^nm^t^.  .»  mlj  on  Ihl.  d.;  m  .,  t,,.,  ,,„  ^link.  «f  thi.  Hon.  bi  gi™  to 

bl.  d,n.,.n  .mbW   b,  ha  .tail  .id  roungj..,  ^,               Hmounblo  U,«U^I  0.,?,.i  Sir 

.luiple   K,  inmpb  OTtr  obn«!li^m  -b.eb  „         i,ji„^,  K.l,h.  Gru.1  Cra.  otlb.  Mo.1 

*          'T^tf  f".    -       i  ^      T'^i-  V  boKniabl.  MUIU,,  oW;.f  lb.  B.th,  a™„or 

lODud  in  tne  Major  iMjnwni  .n  omcor  wno  nu  g^pi^  ;„  j^jij  1^,^^  bcon  nnpllnl  In  ropelllnir  tbo 
m,  n,™l,  »m.d  ont  .U  .,  ordoni  to  .b.  b»tor,  .  '  ^  „i.j  „,  J^  <,„b,  BritblbTor. 
bnt  .bo«  .«i  and  b«t  b...  OMbW  b.«  m  .  ^^  ,,  ,„,  Jj^  ^„|^„  „j  ^^  ,j.  ,j^ 
bnndnd  .n.lu«.  to  pn&m  ,.1-bl.  «mo..  .  ,„j,|„|^i„  .^^^  ,blcb  b.  dl.pl.,.d  on  tb. 
oiut  .ntioiponon  of  m,  .,.b^.  I  b,,,  .ipl.nll,  ,  ,ft,bm«,,  18t«.  U  tbo  B.ttl.  of  Sobnon, 
to  ™,omn,o»d  b,.  to  ,onr  EiooH™!  .  .poo"!  ,j,  ,,  ,j,  ^^'^  .,  Abnljbtj  Ood.  .blob  wi 
not,..  ..  .  dimion.1  ooonnnnd,,  of  tb.  bigbnt  ^^  „'„„  ^^^^^  '^  „l,..5l.dj..  tbi.  bo«lU, 
'"^'^  and  treacherous  invasion  was  successfully  deleatHl." 
If  he  had  inadvertently  omitted  to  notice  gm  DE  LACY  EVANS  :  I  regret  that 
with  the  honour  due  to  it  the  name  of  I  go  imperfectly  eipressed  myaelf  with  re- 
General  Gilbert,  he  believed  that  he  had  ference  to  the  manreuvrea  of  General  Sir  H. 
now  made  ample  compenaation  by  re-  gmith.  j  did  not  suppose  the  right  hon. 
citing  the  highest  teatimony  that  could  be  Barwnet  intended  any  other  than  to  ac- 
bome  to  his  conduct.  He  should  conclude  knowledge  in  the  beat  spirit  the  honour 
with propoaing the followmgReBolutiona:--  ^j  glory  due  to  the  gallant  Officer;  but 
"That  the  Thanks  of  thii  IIouM  bo  giren  to  I  thought  it  right,  U  a  military  man,  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Licutooanl  General  Sir  lienry  object  to  a  word  that  he  made  use  of.  I 
Hanlinge  Knight  Grand  Crow  of  the  Most  ^  j^  ,„  j,g„  ^^^  j^  j^  g^^  Majesty's 
bonourablo  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Go-  P  -.,■  ,1..  IliVt 
vemor  General  of  India,  for  the  judgment,  energy,  g«ciO"S  intention  to  heatow  the  honours  of 
and  ability  with  which  the  resources  of  the  British  the  Peerage  upon  Sir  Hugh  Gough.  I,  for 
Empire  in  India  have  been  applied,  in  repelling  one,  received  that  announcement  with  de- 
the  unjust  and  unprovoked  invasion  of  the  Brit-  Ught;  and  I  am  sure  that  feeUng  wiU  be 
uh  Territory  by  the  Sikh  nation  ;  and  for  the  *a-  „i.,„j  ■  !■„„  „„„  „„j  „»  ,i,„  „„„„,„  ,„ 
lour  and  indettigahlo  exertion,  wbioh  he  dis-  *™™  "■  'S^™  "^^  ^'^  °'  ™  ?°™'^  *" 
pl>yadonthil0thofF«bnur7,181S.attheBattl*  the  other.  For  tnj  own  part,  1  will  renture 
«r  Sobtaoo,  when,  by  dw  bleMtog  of  Abniglity  to  say,  I  Bhonld  be  gratified  to  find  tliot,  ir 
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itdditioD,  it  was  the  graciouB  intention  of 
Her  Majestj  to  confer  the  honours  of  the 
British  Peerage  also  upon  Sir  H.  Hardinge. 
JAj  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Montrose, 
in  alluding  to  the  moderation  of  the  Go- 
vernor General,  has  expressed  a  doubt 
whether  he  has  not  ahown  almost  too 
mnch  moderation  in  the  terms  of  the  peace. 
But,  in  my  view,  in  no  part  of  his  conduct 
has  the  GoTcmor  General  shown  more  judg- 
ment, more  wisdom,  and  more  Hound  policj 
than  in  the  course  he  took  after  the  victory, 
more  particularly  aa  displayed  in  his  des- 
patch to  the  Secret  Committee.  I  believe 
that  this  moderation  will  be  found  to  be 
most  conducive  to  the  maintenance  of  thi 
power  of  the  British  Government,  and  h 
the  satisfaction  of  the  vast  population  whi 
are  now  connected  with  ua  in  the  north  of 
India.  Sir  Hugh  Gough  has  given  us  a 
beautjful  description  in  his  despatch  of  the 
brilliant  conduct  of  no  leas  than  twelve 
brigadier  oScere,  who  commanded  in 
lat«  action,  and  particularly  of  the  conduct 
of  Brigadier  Stocey,  wboled  the  army  into 
the  enemy's  intrenchmenta.  He  has  also 
epohen  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  gallantry 
and  conduct  of  Brigadier  Cnreton.  I  sup- 
pose there  are  some  precedents  which  have 
prevented  the  brigadiers  from  being  in- 
cluded in  the  Vote  of  Thanks,  upon  the 
{resent  occasion;  but  I  think  they  might 
a*e  been  included.  During  forty  years  of 
the  last  war  I  find  that  no  less  than  fifty 
brigadiers  have  received  the  thanks  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  if  there  were  any  precedents 
wainst  it,  I  think  that  now,  upon  the  con- 
chiaion  of  the  war,  they  might  have  been 
departed  from;  and  if  the  lightest  colour 
could  be  found  for  including  the  brigadiers 
in  the  present  vote,  they  ought  t<i  reoeive 
the  thanks  of  the  House. 

Sm  R.  INGLIS  :  A  generous  sugges- 
tion has  been  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  aat  down,  which  would  have 
been  a  proper  suggestion  from  any  one; 
but  is  douhly  friendly  Irom  him,  with 
reference  to  the  honours  that  may  he  con- 
ferred upon  Sir  Henry  Hardinge.  I  know 
as  well  as  any  one  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
House  not  to  interfere  with  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  Crowu.  But  I  perfectly  agree 
in  the  allnsion  made  by  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member,  that  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  make  any  recom- 
mendation to  Her  Majesty  upon  this  point, 
it  would  be  followed  by  the  grateful  thanks 
of  this  House,  and  of  the  country  gene- 
rally. There  is  another  gallant  Officer 
who  hu  not  Iwen  so  prominently  men- 


tioned as  he  deserved — Major  General  Sir 
Joseph  Thackwell.  I  do  not  remember 
anything  in  the  annals  of  military  history 
superior  to  the  charge  of  the  3rd  Dragoons, 
or  to  the  cavalry  of  the  left  entering  the 
entrenchments  in  single  file,  and  then  re- 
forming and  charging  the  enemy. 

Sib  R.  peel  :  I  feel  that  this  is  rather 
a  delicate  subject;  but  in  order  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  any  doubt,  I  may  state 
to  the  House  that  the  despatches  had  not 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  Queen  an 
hour,  when  Her  Majesty  signified  her  in- 
tention of  conferring  the  honours  of  the 
peerage  upon  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  and  Sir 
Hugh  Gough.  I  may  also  state  that  the 
appointment  of  Aid-de-Camp  to  the  Queen 
was  made  out  for  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tay- 
lor for  his  previous  services,  before  the  in- 
telligence of  his  death  arrived.  I  rise  to 
make  these  explanations,  in  order  to  show 
that  every  wish  expressed  by  the  House 
baa  been  anticipated  by  the  Queen,  in  the 
desire  to  rewu^l  with  distinctions  those 
who  had  conducted  themselves  gallantly. 

Resolutions  agreed  to  nemine  contradi- 
eente.  It  was  also  Resolved,  nemine  contra- 
dicente —  , 

"  That  the  Thank*  of  this  Emue  tw  given  ta 
General  Sir  Hugh  Gough.  baronet,  Knight  Grand 
Croas  of  the  Moat  honourablo  Military  Order  of 
the  Bath,  Commuider  in  Chief  of  the  Foroes  in 
India,  for  the  aiga&l  abilitf  uidTaLour  wilbirbioh, 
in  the  Battle  of  Sobnoii,  nponthe  lOthofFebniarf, 
1816,  he  directed  and  led  the  attack,  when  the 
Enemy's  intrsnohmenti  were  (termed,  their  artil- 
lerj  captured,  tbeir  arm;  defeated  and  Mattered, 
and  the  Punjaub  laid  open  to  the  Advance  of  our 
viotorioui  Troopa , 

■'  That  the  Thanks  of  thii  Haute  be  given  to 
M^jor  General  Sir  Henr;  George  Smitb,  Knight 
Commander  of  tbe  Most  lionounible  Militor; 
Order  of  the  Bath;  Major  General  Walter  Baleigh 
Gilbert;  and  Major  General  Sir  Joseph  Thackwell, 
Knight,  Commander  of  the  Most  Honourable  Mili- 
tarr  Order  of  the  Bath ;  and  to  tbe  other  OScere, 
EuropeaD  and  Native,  for  tbe  distinguished  Ser- 
vioes  rendered  bj  them  in  the  eminentl;'  lucceu- 
fliL  operations  at  the  battle  of  Sobraon. 

"  That  this  House  doth  higbl}'  approve  of  and 
commend  tbe  invincible  intrepidity,  paraeverance, 
and  aCeadf  diacipline  diapUyed  b;  Uie  Noo-eom- 
misaioned  Officers  and  Private  Soldiers,  European 
and  Xative,  in  the  Battle  of  Sobmon,  on  tbe  10th  of 
Fohruar;,  1S40,  b;  wtdch  the  Glor;  of  the  British 
Arms  has  been  successfidl;  maintained  against  a 
determined  and  greatly  superior  foroe  ;  and  Chat 
Che  same  be  sign^ed  to  them  bj  tbe  Comnundera 
of  the  several  Corps,  who  are  desired  to  thank  them 
for  Cheir  gailonC  Behaviour." 

Ordered — "  That  the  Besolntiona  ba  transmitted 
by  Mr.  Speaker  to  Che  Qovemor  General  of  India, 
and  that  he  be  requealed  to  oommunicBle  the 
to  the  aeveral  OfBcert  reftrred  Co  therein." 
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{COMUOKS} 


INTERMENT   IN   TOWNS. 

Mk.  MACKINNON,  in  rising  to  more  for 
leftve  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  in  acconlance  with 
the  Resolution  of  the  llotue  last  8«BBion, 
wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, whether  it  were  the  intention  of  Her 
Uaje sty's  GoTernment  to  take  any  steps  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  thia  subject,  and  with  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  last  Session  ? 
And,  if  the  answer  was  in  the  negative, 
whether,  in  the  event  of  the  Motion  being 
brought  forward  by  him  (Mr.  Mackinnon), 
the  right  han.  Baronet  would  give  it  his 
concurrence  and  support  ? 

Sib  J.  GRAHAM  said,  the  House  would 
remember  that  the  Resolution  referred  to 
had  been  carried  against  his  strong  remon- 
strance ;  and  that  though  ho  had  voted 
against  it,  he  was  left  in  a  minority.  ^Vhat 
he  had  stated  then  be  was  prepared  to  state 
now — that  the  subject,  in  his  eyes,  was 
only  exceeded  in  its  importance  by  its  diffi- 
culty ;  but,  havitig  given  it  his  best  consi- 
deration, he  had  come  to  the  resolution 
that  he  could  not,  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
TOmment,  frame  any  measure  satisfactory 
to  himself  for  the  adoption  of  Parliament. 
Under  these  circumstances  be  should  most 
gladly  support  the  Motion  of  his  hon. 
Friend ;  and  when  the  measure  which  he 
proposed  to  introduce  was  before  the  House, 
fie  •tiould  give  it  all  the  attention  in  his 
power,  and  endeavour  to  make  it  as  fit  for 
the  purpose  in  view  as  possible. 

Mr.  MACKINNON  said,  that  after  these 
observations  of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  ho 
■houlil  proceed  with  the  Motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.  He  felt  all  the  diffi- 
culty of  bringing  forward  a  question  of  such 
dehcacy  and  such  great  magnitude  ;  but 
he  had  letters  from  uearly  every  large  town 
in  the  kingdom  urging  him  to  press  it,  and 
in  some  cases  twitting  him  as  for  neglect 
of  bis  duty  in  relation  to  it.  He  believed 
if  it  were  adopted,  that  it  would  be  most 
oonduciro  to  tho  health  of  these  towns,  and 
most  beneficial  to  their  inhabitants  ;  while 
lie  was  satisfied  that  it  would  not  only  not 
iiyure  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England, 
but  would  do  them  a  considerable  service. 
He  said  this  because  he  was  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  that  Church,  and  because  he  was 
satisfied  that  much  of  the  opposition  offered 
to  the  measure  was  founded  on  tho  erro- 
neous impression  that  it  would  injure  the 
clergy,  ilo  oould  state,  for  his  own  part, 
that  the  Buperior  clergy  were  most  anxious 
for  it,  and  that  the  oppoutioa  which  existed 


did  not  emanate  from  the  leading  munhers 
of  the  Church.  The  only  way  to  meet  the 
^fficulty  which  attended  the  ques^on  waa, 
to  give  towns  the  opportunity  of  petitioning 
the  Privy  Council,  who  sboula  have  the 
power  of  deciding  upon  the  report  of  their 
inspector,  I{e  trusted  that  there  would  be 
no  opposition  to  tho  introduction  of  the 
Bill,  or  to  its  principle,  and  the  House 
would,  of  course,  do  as  it  thought  fit  with 
it  in  Committee.  As  there  was  no  opposi- 
tion to  Ills  Motion,  he  begged  leave  at  onco 
to  move— 

'■  That  the  practice  of  iotennenta  within  the 
precincta  of  the  metropolu  and  lsrj[e  towna  ii 
injurious  to  the  henlth  of  tho  populatioD.  uid 
dcmandn  the  >erious  attention    ' 


Mr.  HUME  said,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
admitted  the  difficulty  of  the  measure  con- 
sisted principally  of  the  impossibility  to 
reconcile  the  interests  of  the  Church  with 
the  details  of  this  measure :  this  was  a  Bill 
that  ought  to  have  Government  support, 
and  bo  introduced  by  Govenunent ;  for 
what  was  tlie  use  of  having  a  Government 
if  it  refused  to  introduce  measures  that  the 
public  advautaee  imperatively  required  ? 

SirJ.  GRAUAM.in explanation, wished 
a  right  rev.  Prelate  in  another  House  of 
ParUament  bad  introduced  a  Bill  on  the 
subject,  and  then  much  of  the  difficulties  of 
the  question  connected  witif  the  Retablished 
clergy  would  most  likely  have  been  avoided. 
The  Dissenting  bodies,  it  should  he  recol- 
lected, were  uso  reiy  deeply  concerned  in 
the 


Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

CORRESPONDING  SOCIETIES'  ACT. 
Ma.  T.  BUNCOMBE  then  moTed  for 

leave  to  bring  ii 


tct  taased  in  tl 
a  III.,  e.  T9,  nh 


rear  of  the  ruign  of  G«orga  III.,  e.  T9,  raUting  to 
CoiToiponding  Societies  and  tho  liceoiing  of  places 
for  the  purposes  of  Leetur«  and  Reading." 
He  believed  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
this  Motion.  According  to  the  15th  Clause 
of  the  Act  39  George  III.,  c.  79,  which 
was  commonly  called  the  Corresponding 
Societies'  Act,  any  person  delivering  a 
lecture  on  any  subject  in  a  room  not  duly 
licensed  annually  by  the  magistrates,  and 
receiving  money  at  the  door,  and  any  per- 
son paying  for  admission,  was  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  201.  He  would  venture  to  say 
there  waa  not  a  room  in  tho  metropolis,  or 
in  any  part  of  the  country,  which  was  duly 
licensed  for  such  purposes ;  and  persons 
who  lectured  or  attended  lectures  in  them 
were  oonsequentlj  liable  to  pnwee^ngs  for 
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PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  SCOTT. 
Hr.  T.  DUNCOHBE  then  roBe  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  two  petitions 
he  had  presented  aoine  time  ago  from  Wil. 
liom  Soott,  chairman  of  e,  puhtic  meeting 
of  the  inhahitants  of  Dundee,  and  from  six 
factory  girls  in  that  town,  oomplaining  of 
the  illegal  treatment  and  imprisomnent  of 
those  girls.  The  persons  on  whose  behalf 
be  (Mr.  T.  Duncombe)  addressed  the 
House,  were  six  unfortunate  and  unpro- 
tected factorj  girla  of  Dundee,  between 
14  and  20  years)  one  being  20,  one  18, 
two  19.  one  17,  and  the  youngest  between 
14  and  15;  and  the  parties  of  whom  they 
complained  were  Messrs.  Baxters,  who 
were  wealthy  and  influential  bankers,  mer- 
chants, flax-spinners  and  shipownftrs  in 
that  town.  He  might  be  told  that  those 
gentlemen  were  liberal  men — that  they 
were  free  traders,  and  that  a  short  tim* 
ago  they  subscribed  600f,  to  the  Anti- 
Com-Law  League;  but  he  asked  tbun  and 
the  House  to  do  justice  to  ikeae  nnfortunata 
girls.  Those  young  persons  stated  in  their 
petition  that  they  had  been  for  a  consider- 
able time — since  they  were  nine  years  of 
age — in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Bax- 
ters; and  it  could  not  be  alleged  that  thsjr 
had  ever  committed  any  offence,  or  gireit 
any  ground  of  comdaint,  during  their  pe- 
ritid  of  service.  These  girls  worked  in 
Messrs.  Baxters*  flai-spinnlng  mill,  where 
they  were  engaged  by  the  week.  A  short 
time  since  some  of  the  q>eratives  employed 
in  the  mill  obtained  an  adrance  of  wages} 
and  the  girls,  forty  in  number,  employed  in 
the  same  "flat"  with  the  petitioners,  ap- 
plied for  a  similar  advance,  but  their  re- 
quest  was    refused.      The    adrance    for 


these  penalties.  A  ease  oooutred  at  Hull 
last  year,  where  an  information  was  lud 
against  ft  bookseller  under  this  clause,  by 
some  parties  who  entertained  a  feeling 
ftgointt  him.  In  that  case  a  lecture  was 
given )  money  was  taken  at  the  doors ;  an 
information  was  laid  ;  and  the  person  pro- 
eeeded  agunst  was  conricted.  The  decision 
of  the  justices  was  questioned  in  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench,  on  the  ground  that  the 
magistrates  had  no  jurisdiction;  but  that 
Court  confirmed  the  conTictios.  There 
was  not  at  this  moment  a  msohanics'  in- 
stitute the  oondnctors  of  which  were  not 
liable  to  proceedings  under  this  Act.  He 
had  moTid  for  a  return  of  all  rooms  liocnsed 
for  lectures  in  Middlesex  and  Surrey;  that 
return  had  not  been  made,  but  he  believed 
it  wotdd  be  "  nil."  Hon.  Gentlemen  were 
ftVore  that  Shoksperian  readings  took  place 
at  the  Argyle  Rooms,  where  money  was 
paid  at  the  doors ;  and,  undoubtedly,  the 
persona  connected  with  those  proceedings 
were  open  to  information.  He  believed 
that,  in  conaequence  of  the  conviction  at 
Hall,  it  had  been  in  the  contemplation  of 
BUne  common  informers  to  lay  informations 
by  wholesale  against  the  lecturers  in  all 
mlieensed  rooms.  In  that  event  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  penalties  which 
would  then  be  recovered,  and  the  House 
would  then  hare  to  interpose,  as  they  hod 
done  with  reference  to  tiie  qui  tarn  actions; 
and  in  another  case  with  regard  to  a  clause 
in  this  Bill,  which  required  the  name  of 
the  printer  to  be  placed  on  tho  first  and 
lost  pages  of  all  publications.  The  object 
of  this  Bill  was  to  relieve  parties  from  these 
penalties ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  House.  He  also  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  Second  Clause  of  this 
Act,  which  operated  with  pecuUar  hardship 
on  fiiendly  societies  estabushed  for  charita- 
ble purposes,  with  reference  to  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  officers  of  such 
societies,  He  might  mention  that  he  hod 
seen  addresses  issued  lately  by  what  are 
called  protection  societies,  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  this  clause  of  the  Act ;  and  there 
could  he  no  donbt  that  the  writers  of  such 
addresses  were  liable  to  indictment. 

The  ATTORNEY  OENBRAL  said,  he 
was  not  disposed  to  offer  any  opposition  to 
tiie  introduction  of  the  Bill;  out  there 
might  be  great  danger  in  removing  the 
safeguards  eetabhshed  by  the  Act.  In 
assenting  to  its  introduction,  it  must  be 
understood  that  he  did  not  pledge  himself 
to  support  it  in  a  future  stage. 

Leave  giren  to  bring  in  ue  BiD. 


which  they  asked  was  only  3d.  a  week~- 
irom  5».  &d.  to  5s.  9d,  They  made  the 
demand  for  an  advance  before  breakfast 
on  the  27th  October  last,  and  after  the  re- 
fusal of  their  request  they  left  their  work 
at  dinner  time,  and  did  not  return  to  their 
work  that  day,  though  they  ought  to  hare 
worked  from  two  o'clock  to  seven  o'clock. 
They  were  therefore  absent  five  honrs. 
They  returned  to  work  on  the  following 
morning  at  five  o'clock,  when  they  were 
apprehended  by  four  men  who  conreyed 
them  to  a  private  office.  The  fact  of  their 
returning  to  work  showed  that  they  had  no 
intention  to  desert  the  service  of  their  em- 
ployers; but  they  stated  in  their  petition 
that  they  took  the  afternoon  of  the  27th 
for  recreation,  as  other  persons  employed 
in  the  mill  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing. 
The  penalty  for  so  absenting  themselvea 
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from  work  wob,  according  to  the  rule.?  of 
the  mill,  n  deduction  of  wages  for  "  a  time 
andaha]f;"  or,  in  their  case,  as  they  had 
been  absent  five  houra,  of  the  wages  they 
would  have  received  for  seven  ho' 
half  labour.  The  petitioners  were  kept  at 
the  private  office  to  which  they  were  taken, 
in  the  presence  of  four  men,  till  twelve 
o'clock  in  the  day,  when  they  were  march- 
ed through  the  town,  not  to  the  town-hall, 
but  to  another  private  office,  where  they 
found  the  magistrate,  with  one  of  the 
Messrs.  Baiter,  and  the  overseer  and  ma- 
nager of  the  mill,  in  the  same  room.  While 
in  charge  of  the  four  men,  the  girls  were 
induced  to  sign  a  paper,  which  they  were 
told  would  he  satiBfactory  to  their  em- 
ployers, but  which  amounted,  in  fact,  to 
m  confession.  Mr.  Baxter  whispered  with 
the  magistrate  before  the  latter  gave  his 
decision;  and  what  did  the  House  suppose 
was  the  punishment  to  which  the  girls  were 
condemned  t  Ten  days'  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour  !  Messrs.  Baxters,  in  a  peti- 
tion they  had  presented,  in  answer  to  this 
charge,  alleged  that  before  this  occurrence 
combinations  and  strikes  to  a  considerable 
extent  had  taken  place  in  several  of  the 
flax-spinning  manufacteries  in  Dundee. 
But  hccauae  such  strikes  or  combinatinns 
had  taken  place  elsewhere,  were 
Baxter  justified  in  thus  treating  these  girls? 
One  of  the  rules  of  the  mill  provided  that 
&ny  person  intending  to  leave  work  should 
give  a  week's  previous  notice  to  hi 
seers,  hut  not  one  wonl  was  there  said 
about  imprisonment.  Messrs.  Baxter  had, 
however,  carefully  omitted  mentioning  an- 
other of  their  regulations,  which  provided 
that  any  person  absent  after  the  hours  ap- 
pointed for  commencing  work  should  have 
m  time  and  a  lialfs  pay  deducted  from  his 
The  operatives,  therefore, 
this  was  the  only  penalty 
they  incurred  by  their  absence.  These 
petitioners  also  complained  that  no  one  was 
allowed  to  approach  these  girls  during  this 
trial.  The  brother  of  one  of  the  girls  did 
not  know  that  his  sister  had  been  tried 
and  imprisoned  until  she  was  actually  in 
prison  ;  and  the  sisters  of  another  of  the 
girts,  hearing  that  she  was  in  trouble,  went 
to  the  door  of  the  justice-room,  and  asked 
permission  to  see  their  sister,  but  were  re- 
pulsed, and  told  that  they  had  no  business 
to  come  there,  and  that  if  they  did  not  go 
away  they  would  be  tried  and  imprisoned 
too.  Could  that  be  called  a  fair  trial 
where  the  doors  were  not  open  for  the  ad- 
mission of  all  persons  i    No  similar  case 
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Dimdee,  be  was  informed, 
since  Dundee  was  Dundee,  He  believed 
that  no  cotton-spinner  in  England  could 
point  to  the  occurrence  of  a  similar  case  in 
this  country.  They  durst  not  act  in  that 
way  in  Manchester,  where  the  parties  leav- 
ing their  work  would  be  merely  fined.  It 
was  a  monstrous,  shameful,  and  cruel  sen- 
tence on  these  helpless  girls,  whose  fa- 
milies had  been  distressed  by  their  incar- 
ceration, and  the  mother  of  one  of  whom, 
being  dependent  on  her  for  subsistence, 
had  suiFercd  great  misery  in  consequence. 
Complaints  were  made  with  respect  to  this 
false  trial  and  imprisonment  to  the  Lord 
Advocate,  who  instituted  an  inquiry;  and 
he  (Mr.  Duncombe)  should  be  glad  to  havo 
the  result  of  his  precognition,  as  it  was 
leriuod,  but  that  was  refused,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  unprecedented  to  communicate 
the  details  of  a  precognition  instituted  by 
the  Crown.  If  that  was  unprecedented,  the 
case  also  was  unprecedented  ;  and,  as  the 
Messrs.  Baxter  asked  for  investigation,  ho 
did  hope  that  the  House  of  Commons 
would  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  case, 
when  he  would  undertake  to  prove  the  al. 
legations  made  in  the  petition  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Dundee.  The  hon.  Member 
concluded  by  moving^ — 

"  Tliat  B  Select  Comniitlcc  b«  sppointcd  to  in- 

!iiira  into  tho  Allef[atioa  of  tbe  Petition  of  the 
hainiuin  of  the  Acting  of  ibe  lababiUnts  or 
IhiDdeo,  complaining  of  tbo  illcgnl  Trial  >Dd  Im- 
prisoanient  of  Jane  Bennett  and  other  Fsdoty 


Girla  in  Octobor  la 

Ma.  DUNCAN  seconded  the  Motion. 
He  B^d  that  nothing  would  satisfy  the 
working  classes  of  Dundee  but  a  thorough 
and  complete  investigation  into  the  whole 
case.  When  that  investigation  was  gone 
into,  the  House  would  find  that  the  Messrs. 
Bailer,  instead  of  being  oppressive  to  their 
working  people,  were  careful,  none  more 
so,  of  their  health  and  comfort.  He  was  a 
justice,  and  had  acted  in  many  instances 
with  the  gentleman  who  tried  this  case,  and 
more  upright  and  able  justice  (not  being 
legal  man)  did  not  exist.  He  was  also 
acquainted  with  the  Messrs.  Baxter,  had 
gone  through  all  their  works,  and  could  tes- 
tify to  the  care  they  took  of  the  comfort  of 
their  working  people,  and  to  the  excellent 
motives  which  influenced  all  their  acts. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Pinsbury  had  al- 
luded to  the  petition  of  the  inhahitaota  ol 
Dundee  ;  and  he  bad  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  provost  of  that 
town  to  the  petition  ;  and  tho  answer  he 
received  from  ^lat  gentleman  woa  to  tiia 
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effect  tliftt  that  meeting  was  held  vithotit 
any  Dofice  from  the  aathoritiea  of  the  town; 
that  he  thought  it  best  to  let  the  labouring 
cl&aseB  meet  and  disAiss  tlieir  grievances, 
or  alleged  grieT&nces,  for  any  attempt  to 
prevent  that  would  only  increase  their  dis- 
content ;  bnt  that,  in  such  a  case  as  the 
present,  where  judicial  matters  were  in- 
TolTed,  the  circum stances  of  which  could 
be  ascertained  from  the  recorda  of  the 
court,  be  did  not  think  mach  weight  was 
due  to  Uie  expreauon  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  such  a  meeting,  and  thst  he  had 
DO  hesitation  in  declaring,  as  his  opinion, 
tiiat  in  the  case  in  queatiou  ample  justice 
was  done,  and  that  the  justices  of  the 
peace  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  were 
all  men  of  such  respectability  that  he  was 
convinced  that  they  were  incapable  of 
using  their  power  for  the  oppression  of  any 
one.  Under  these  circumHtaoces,  be  could 
not  regard  that  petition  as  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  generally  of  Dundee.  He 
had  mentioned  to  the  Lord  Advocate  that 
certain  friends  of  these  girls  had  gone  to 
the  court  and  had  been  refused  admission ; 
and  the  Lord  Advocate  explained  to  him, 
that  though  such  was  the  case,  the  refusal 
did  not  emanate  from  the  court,  or  from 
Messrs.  Baxter,  but  was  owing  to  the  igno~ 
ranee  of  the  doorkeeper  of  the  office,  in 
which  be  had  often  eat  as  justice  (the 
town-ball  at  the  time  being  employed  for 
a  criminal  trial  before  the  sheri^;  and  the 
Lord  Advocate  added  that  he  had  taken 
care  that  no  such  obstacle  should  again 
take  place.  It  had  been  said  that  these 
five  girls,  whose  petition  was  before  the 
House,  were  minors ;  but  from  an  excerpt 
from  the  books  of  Messrs.  Baxter,  kept 
under  the  Factory  Act,  it  appeared  that 
none  of  them  was  under  twenty  years  and 
a  half  old;  that  one  of  them  had  been 
nearly  ten  years  in  the  emploj^nent  of 
Messrs.  Baster,  and  none  less  than  seven 
years.  It  could  not  be  said,  therefore, 
that  the  Messrs.  Baiter  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  persona  Ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
their  engagement.  It  appeared  that  the 
girls,  on  being  refused  an  advance  of  wages, 
went  away  without  stating  that  they  were 
not  coming  back ;  and  that  he  (Mr.  Dun- 
can) held  to  be  a  breach  of  engagement. 
One  of  the  rules  waa,  that  any  persona 
leaving  their  work  must  give  a  week's  pre- 
vious notice ;  and  another  was,  that  any 
person  whose  servicea  were  no  longer  re- 
quired would  receive  a  airailar  notice  or  a 
week's  pay.  Thia  was  an  equitable  ar- 
nngemeat — that  if  thia  agreement  was 


binding  on  the  master,  it  should  be  binding' 
on  both  parties.  Something  had  been  said 
about  the  misery  of  the  families  of  these 
five  girls ;  hnt  ho  could  state  that  the 
whole  of  them  had  been  retained  in  em- 

?loyment  during  the  depressed  years  of 
841,  1842,  and  1843,  when  many  other 
establishments  were  closed;  and  that  larger 
wages,  he  believed,  were  given  to  them 
thaii  to  ahnost  any  others  of  the  same  class. 
Messrs.  Baxter  themselves  courted  investi- 
gation, and  the  affair  was  important,  be- 
cause it  concerned  the  maintenance  of  a 
good  feeling  between  masters  and  work- 
people. Mr.  Stuart,  Factory  Inspector 
for  Scotland,  bad  stated,  after  perusing  the 
petitions,  that  Messrs.  Baxter  s  regulation 
that  no  one  should  leave  without  notice, 
was  very  general  in  Scotch  factories ;  that 
Messrs.  Baxter  had  a  reputation  for  con- 
ducting their  factory  on  the  most  enterpris- 
ing and  respectable  footing;  thatthough  they 
were  very  averse  to  factory  legislation,  he 
had  never  fouod  them  violating  or  attempt- 
ing to  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
law  ;  and  that  he  had  had  many  occasions 
to  admire  their  attention  to  their  work- 
people, in  protecting  them  from  unnecessary 
exposui'e  to  cold,  and  contributing  most 
liberally  to  provide  education  for  them. 

Da.  BOWRING  said,  that  Messrs.  Bax- 
ter showed  the  anxiety  natural  to  honoura- 
ble and  high  minded  men  for  an  investiga- 
tion into  ueir  conduct  to  their  workpeople 
after  such  a  complaint  aa  this.  He  had 
known  them  long,  and  could  bear  testi- 
mony to  their  high  character  and  position,  ^ 
and  their  great  integrity.  He  Joined  in 
the  wish  for  an  investigation :  whenever 
the  working  classes  came  to  the  House  and 
said  they  had  been  wronged,  the  House 
was  bound  to  lend  a  willing  ear. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  said,  that  on 
the  8th  of  last  November  he  received  a 
statement,  which  led  him  to  infer  that  the 
persons  in  question  had  been  seized  possi- 
bly without  a  warrant,  and  brought  before 
a  person  possibly  not  a  magistrate;  and  he 
had  considered  it  his  duty  to  examine  whe- 
ther an  offence  had  been  committed  which 
would  coll  for  a  criminal  prosecution  at  his 
instance.  He  waited  upon  the  sheriff  of 
the  county,  and  requested  him  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter.  Investigations  by  the 
public  prosecutor  before  trial  were  eu- 
^rely  ex  parte ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
informing  his  own  mind,  and  detecting 
crime,  each  witness  was  separately  ex- 
amined ;  and  if  any  of  them  were  coo- 
fronted,  their  evidence  could  bo  ohjecte4 
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to  at  the  trial;  nor  ought  the  public  pro- 
■eCQtor  to  disclose  the  exuninatiois  bo 
taken,  and  the  tendeocy  of  the  Judgments 
of  the  courts  was,  that  he  would  be  guilty 
of  B.  derehction  of  duty  if  ho  did.  It  was 
■aid  that  these  sji  persons  now  contem- 
plated a  demand  for  compensation:  clearly 
ne  ought  to  make  no  Btatement  which 
vould  prejudice  their  claim,  or  the  defence 
to  it.  However,  they  were  examined  se- 
parately, and  in  the  result  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  petition  presented  by  MesHrH. 
Baxter  against  those  women  for  a  violation 
of  the  statute  was  a  competent  petition  to 
be  presented ;  that  it  had  oeen  followed  out 
in  a  manner  which  did  not  warrant  his  in- 
terference as  for  the  perpetration  of  any 
offence;  that  he  considered  to  be  the  ques- 
tion for  him,  and  not  so  much  whether 
there  had  been  any  imperfection  in  the 
proceedings.  It  was  observed,  that  the 
trial  did  not  take  place  in  the  Court  room, 
where  criminal  trials  were  usuidly  held;  but 
the  fact  was,  that  a  trial  was  then  proceed- 
ing in  that  room,  which  was  likely  to  last 
all  day,  and  the  apartment,  used  on  this  oc- 
casion was  one  frequently  employed  for 
holding  courts.  It  also  appeared  that  the 
officer  ill  attendance  at  the  door  refused 
admittance  to  a  sister  of  one  of  the  parties; 
k  turned  out  that  she  did  not  inform  him  of 
her  relationship;  and  the  officer  stated  that 
he  excluded  her  because  she  was  making  a 
B<Hse,  and  be  thought  she  would  create  a 
^turbance  in  the  court;  still,  thinking 
that  unless  she  was  evidently  unruly,  it  was 
not  the  doorkeeper's  province  to  determine 
whether  she  should  be  admitted  or  not,  he 
had  called  the  justices'  attention  to  this, 
that  they  might  take  steps  to  prevent  its 
recurrence,  or  remove  this  person  if  they 
thought  fit.  As  to  the  principal  fact  in  the 
case,  if  the  statute  did  not  app'yi  or  if 
there  was  any  irregularity,  it  was  perfectly 
competent  to  those  paKies  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings in  a  court  of  law;  and  indeed  it 
appeared,  from  the  petition  of  the  girls, 
that  thf  y  did  contemplate  a  demand  for  re- 
paration— compensation  for  loss  of  time 
and  false  imprisonment.  Though  he  would 
not  say  whether,  in  bis  opinion,  these  par- 
ties had  a  civil  action,  or  express  one  word 
for  or  against  such  a  proceeding,  yet  there 
could  bene  doubt  that  such  was  the  object 
they  had  in  view;  and  as  little  doubt  that 
such  a  course  was  perfectly  open  to  them. 
They  might  raise  an  action  either  against 
the  Messrs,  Baxter,  or  against  the  magis- 
trate before  whom  they  had  been  taken; 
but  h«  begged  to  direct  the  atteotion  ojf 
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the  House  to  the  question,  whether  this 
waa  a  fitting  matter  for  their  interference; 
whether  it  would  not  be  aniaterferingwith 
and  prejudging  the  claim,  either  of  theone 

Earty  or  the  other,  if  a  Committee  should 
e  appointed  to  make  an  investigation — to 
have  a  sort  of  fishing  examination  of  that 
which  was  to  become  the  subject  of  legal 
inquiry  ?  He  had  not  the  Bhgbt«st  inter- 
est in  this  matter.  He  had  no  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Uessrs.  Baxter,  and  he  bad 
never  heard  of  the  magistrate  before  this 
case  came  under  his  notice;  but,  from  all 
he  had  heard,  both  parties  were  persons  of 
the  highest  respectahihty.  Ue  hoped  that 
in  coining  to  a  decision  on  this  matter,  the 
House  would  consider  the  injurious  efiect 
which  such  on  apphcation  for  Parliament- 
ary inquiry  was  calculated  to  produce. 

Viscount  DUNCAN,  happening  to  be  a 
magistrate  in  the  district,  and  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  parties,  hoped  he  might 
be  permitted  to  say  a  woid  or  two  on  the 
subject.  Ke  regretted  to  hear  what  had 
fallen  from  the  learned  Lord,  as  he  was 
most  anxious  that  every  circumstance  con- 
nected with  the  matter  should  be  most  mi- 
nutely investigated,  being  certun  that  it 
would  have  been  found  there  was  much 
less  foundation  for  these  petitions  than  the 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  seemed  to  ima- 
gine. He  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Hessrs,  Baiter,  stating  how  much  tiiejfelt 
hurt  at  the  charges  which  had  been  pre- 
ferred Bgaiust  them,  and  narrating  a  voneW 
of  facte  to  show  the  great  attention  whidi 
they  were  accustomed  to  pay  to  the  eduea- 
tion  and  general  comfort  of  thmr  work 
people.  'The  noUe  Lord  read  the  let- 
ter. He  was  iiutructed  to  give  the  moat 
complete  contradiction  to  the  allega- 
tion that  the  Hessrs.  Baxter,  or  any  of 
their  servants,  attempted  to  interfere  with 
the  course  of  justice  in  this  case,  and  that, 
instead  of  showing  any  harsh  feeling  to- 
wards the  girls,  they  had  done  everytiiing 
in  their  power  to  soften  the  rigours  of  tbeir 
position,  both  before  and  after  trial.  He 
must  say,  judging  from  the  terms  in  which 
the  petitions  were  drawn  up^  that  they  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  been  written  by  some 
Sarty  who  had  a  personal  animosity  to  the 
[essTB.  Bailer.  He  trusted  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Finsbury  would  in- 
quire into  the  character  of  those  gentle- 
men, and  if,  after  doing  so,  he  found  that 
they  were  capable  of  acting  as  he  had  re- 
presented, be  should  be  both  surprised  and 
astonished. 
Ha,  AOLIONBY  atid,  tf.  tlw  Hmn. 
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Baxter  were  respectable,  that  was  no  rea- 
son for  refuging  an  inquiry.  It  was  highlj 
creditable  to  those  gentlemen  to  come  foi^ 
ward  and  pray  for  an  inTestiffatioa,  and  he 
did  not  know  why  it  thould  be  oppoaed. 
There  was  one  remark  made  by  the  learned 
Lord,  which  he  could  not  concur  with.  The 
learned  Lord  said  that  the  conrte  of  law 
were  open,  and  that  the  parties  in  this 
cose  intended  to  proceed  for  damages. 
Now,  Uiat  he  denied.  The  girls  only  asked 
for  compensation  for  their  lose  of  time  and 
false  imprisonment.  In  the  way  in  which 
that  allegation  was  pnt  in  the  petition,  an 
objection  might  bare  been  raised  to  its  re- 
ception by  the  HouBe;  but  there  was  no- 
thmg  in  the  petition  to  show  that  these 
^Is  were  able  or  willing  to  go  to  law. 
They  asked  only  for  compensation,  and  the 
House  ought  to  give  them  such  compensa- 
tion as  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  and 
the  Tindication  of  their  character,  would 
afford.  The  parts  of  the  petition  which, 
in  his  jud^ent,  would  justify  inquiry, 
were  not  the  parts  which  would  justify 
compensation.  There  were  &ctH  alleged 
in  this  petition  of  which  no  court  of  h»w 
would  take  cognizance.  The  gvU  stated 
in  their  petition  that  they  were  taken  Into 
custody  by  four  officers,  and  kept  in  con- 
finement till  twelve  o'clock,  and  that  they 
were  then  imprisoned  for  t^i  days.  They 
might,  perhaps,  according  te  Scotch  law, 
be  entitled  1«  some  damages  for  not  being 
immediately  taken  before  a  magistrate 
after  their  apprehenuon;  but  according  to 
the  English  law,  at  any  rate,  it  would  bo 
neceaaaiy  to  prove  corrupt  motives  before 
any  claim  to  damages  could  be  estabUshed. 
Whetlier  the  ma^trotes  acted  rightly  or 
wrongly  in  the  matter,  he  would  not  pretend 
to  say;  but  the  allegations  made  were  quito 
sufScient  to  justify  the  granting  of  the 
Committee.  The  girls  alleged  that  they 
were  asked  by  the  officers  to  give  such 
answers  as  would  please  their  masters;  and 
they  stated  that  they  consequently  did  so, 
and,  as  they  feared,  to  their  rum.  The 
learned  Lord  did  not  state  in  bis  address 
to  the  House  how  far  that  allegation  was 
correct.  In  the  English  courts,  when  pri< 
sooers  were  bronght  up  for  examination 
before  magistrates,  they  were  cautioned 
that  what  Uiey  said  might  be  used  agunst 
them,  and  diey  were  consequently  warned 
not  to  say  any  thing  without  due  delibera' 
tion.  Again,  the  petitioners  stated  tiiat 
their  master  stood  by  the  side  of  the  ma- 
gistrates, and  whispered  to  them  before  the 
pasung  of  the  sentence.    Now,  that  alle- 


gation was  not  denied.  Heasrs.  Baxter 
said  that  they  did  not  unduly  interfere  or 
influence  the  course  of  justice;  but  there 
was  no  denial  on  their  part  that  they  were 
near  to,  and  were  talking  with,  the  magis- 
trates. The  impression  produced  in  the 
public  mind,  when  a  prosecutor  was  seen 
talking  to  the  magistrates,  was  always  one 
unfavourable  to  the  administration  of  jua- 
He  had  come,  tho^fore,  to  the  con- 
elusion  that  the  House  ought  under  all  the 
circumstances  to  grant  the  Committee. 

Sm  J.  GRAHAM  had  felt  considerable 
difficulty  upon  this  question,  and  that  dif- 
ficulty had  been  much  increased  by  the 
course  which  the  hon,  MMober  for  Finsbuty 
had  taken.  The  hon.  Member  had  sub- 
stituted for  the  Motion  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  the  Motion  that  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry  bo  appointed.  He  (Sir  J.  Gra- 
ham) did  not  think  that  npon  that  Motion 
the  House  heed  discuss  what  was  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Messrs.  Baxter,  or  the  cha- 
racter of  the  girls.  The  question  had  been 
settled;  but  too  question  which  they  had 
now  to  discuss  was,  whether  justice  had 
been  administered  in  this  case.  Now, 
while  he  distinctly  admitted  the  right  of 
any  persons  who  felt  themselves  aggrieved 
to  come  before  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
considered  that  petitioners  ought  not  to 
come  before  a  legislative  body,  except  in 
the  last  resort.  He  laid  this  down  as  a 
genera]  rule.  Then  the  question  came  to 
the  point  as  put  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Cockermouth.  Was  there  a 
short  and  satisfectory  remedy  elsetriiere? 
The  law  in  Scotland  was  npon  this  enbjeet 
different  from  that  which  prevailed  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Tear  by 
year  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  appointed  a 
standing  committee  of  the  most  distin- 
guished members  of  that  body,  to  consider 
the  cases  of  parties  coming  forward  to  sue 
in  forma  pauperis.  Now,  the  girls  in  this 
case  stated  that  their  masters  held  secret 
communications  with  the  m^strates  be- 
fore sentence  was  passed,  and  that  injus- 
tice was  consequently  done.  Let  them  go 
to  the  Court  of  Session.  As  a  matter  gf 
course  their  statement  would  be  referred 
to  the  standing  committee  which  he  had 
mentioned.  If  this  committee  reported 
that  there  was  what  was  called.  He  be- 
lieved, prohahUii  cotMa  liti^andi,  a  good 
ground  of  action,  the  court  would  instantly 
assign  them  counsel  and  agents;  and  these 
girls,  humble  though  their  means  might  be, 
would  be  enabled  to  proceed  either  crimi- 
nallj  or  civilly  against  the  parties.    If  the 
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ttct  which  they  alleged  to  be  true  could  be 
proved,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  girU 
would  obtain  ample  damages  for  aaj  in- 
jnetice  which  had  been  done.  Aa  his  bon. 
and  learned  Friead  hod  stated,  a  previous 
inquiry  before  this  House,  especiallj  if 
publiuity  were  giveu  to  the  evidence,  would 
greatly  prejudice  the  case  against  the  ma- 
giBtrates.  These  girU  had  ready  means 
of  redress;  and,  therefore,  he  thought  that 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  would, 
with  a  reference  to  ends  of  justice,  be  a 
superfluous,  and  consequently  not  a  de- 
sirable appointment.  He  had  stated  frank- 
ly his  views  upon  this  case,  which  he  had 
been  obliged  to  form  upon  very  short  deli- 
beration, because  he  had  come  down  pre- 
pared to  discuss  a  very  different  question. 
Unless,  therefore,  he  heard  some  ai'gument 
to  show  that  the  views  which  he  took  were 
erroneous,  he  should  not  be  disposed  to 
agree  to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee. 

Mr.  UUM£  said,  that  as  far  as  regard- 
ed these  girls,  the  case  was  very  simple. 
They  allowed  themselves  that  they  had 
violated  their  engagements;  and  the  ques- 
tion, therefore,  was,  whether  justice  had 
been  done  to  them  iu  the  trial  which  had 
taken  place.  He  confessed  that  be  had 
read  their  petition  with  very  great  pain.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  there  nod  been  some 
hole  and  comer  work  in  the  matter,  and 
that  justice  had  not  been  done  to  them. 
The  Lord  Advocate  had  stated  very  fairly 
that,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  duty,  he 
had  made  an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  That 
inquiry,  however,  was  secret;  and  it  was 
important  that  Judges  should  be  above  bus- 
picion.  It  was  because  these  girls  were 
poor,  and  without  friends,  that  the  House 
should  be  careful  to  institute  an  inquiry. 
The  Lord  Advocate  was  satisfied;  but 
would  the  people,  would  justice  be  satisfied 
without  a  public  investigation  ?  He  sub- 
niitted,  therefore,  that  there  ought  to  be  an 
inquiry  before  a  Committee  of  the  House. 
If  the  question  came  to  a  vote,  he  should 
divide  with  those  who  called  for  an  inquiry 
in  public.  ' 

Mr.  T.  BUNCOMBE  replied.  What 
had  occurred  in  Bundee  would  never  he 
allowed  in  an  English  manufacturing  town. 
Were  the  Committee  granted,  he  should  be 
in  a  condition  to  prove  the  most,  if 
all,  the  allegations  of  the  petitioners. 

The  House  divided ;— A vea  38;  Xoes 
63  :  Majority  25. 

List  of  the  Ateb. 
Aglionby,  R.  A.  Bentinok,  Lord  G. 

Saine,  W.  Borthwiek,  F. 


Bmiverip,  lion.  E.  P. 
Bowring,  Dr. 
Bridgemin,  II. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Browne,  R  D. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Butler,  P.  S. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Collett.  J. 
Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
Duncan,  Viact. 
E8cott,.B. 
Fitigerald,  R.  A. 
Fitimaurice.hon.  W. 
Fittroy,  Lord  C. 
GnttCan,  H. 
Uall,  Sir  ». 
Hindlej,  C. 
Hume,  J. 


LUt  of  the  Noes. 

Antrobua.  E. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  W.  B. 
Blackbume.  J.  I. 
Boldero,  H,  G. 
BotScld,  B. 
Bowles,  Adm. 


Kellj,  J. 
M'Corthy,  A. 
M-DonneU,  J.  U. 
Maher,  N. 
Horria,  U. 
O'Brien,  J. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
O'Brien,  T. 
O'Connell,  D. 
O'Connell,  J. 
Pecholl,  Capt. 
Powell,  C. 
Power,  J. 
Wsddington,  H.  S. 
W.wn,  J.  T. 


Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Harria,  hon.  Capt. 
Hayn,  Sir  £. 
llenlej,  J.  W. 
Herbert,  rt.  hon.  S. 
Hope,  G.  W. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Loekhort,  W. 
Lfgon,  hon.  Geo. 
M'NeiU,  D. 
Mshon,  Viact. 
MaatermaD.  J. 
Morgan,  0, 
Fallen ,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  bon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 

Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Round.  C.  G. 
Seymer,  H.  K. 
Smyth,  Sir  H. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Stanton,  W.  il, 
Stewart,  J. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Theaiger,  Sir  F. 
ToUemacbe,  J. 
Trelawny,  J.  S. 


Broadley,  II. 
Bruce,  Lord  £. 
Cordwell,  E. 
Carnegie,  Capt. 
Chelsea,  Viict. 
Clerk,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Clire,  bon.  R.  H. 
Cockbuni,  rt.  hu.  Sir  G. 
Compton.  U.  C. 
CopeUnd,  Aid. 
Corry,  rt.  boo,  H. 
Dickinaon,  F.  U. 
Douglaa,  Sir  C.  E. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
Fitiroy,  bon.  H. 
Flower,  Sir  J. 
Ftoyor,  J. 
Forater,M. 
Frewen,  C.  H. 
Gore,  W.  O. 
Goulburn,  rt.  bon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Greone,  T. 
Grogiui,  E. 
Gueat,  Sir  J. 


CASE  OF  REILY. 
Mr.   smith  O'BRIEN,  puwuant  to 
notice,  rose  to  move  for  an  Address  to  the 
Crown  for — 

"  A  Return  ofthe  total  amount  of  puUio  money 
(whether  derived  from  local  fund*  or  from  fiinda 
voted  by  Parliament)  which  has  been  paid  for  aer- 
vices  08  a  Crown  witneu.  or  for  other  lervioei,  to 
a  man  named  Robert  Reily,  aliaa  George  Rfily, 
alias  Robert  Alexander,  aliag  George  Rowan,  aliaa 
Hugh  O'Neill,  who  waaaentenced  totrxiuportation, 
aa  a  vagrant,  at  the  late  Spring  Aauiea  for  the 
county  of  Tjirono  :  specifying  the  aervjoe  for  which 
■uch  money  bos  been  paid  :  the  deparfaneot  *od 
the  public  oAoer  by  whom  (U«h  payment!  Itav* 
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His  attentioQ  had  Ifttel^r  been  drawn  to 
the  case.  He  need  not  enter  into  the 
details  of  the  eridence  given  hj  the  man 
Reily.  He  presumed  that  MiniBtera  would 
not  state  that  they  bod  given  their  sanc- 
tion to  the  proceedings  in  question,  and 
that  they  would  admit  that,  if  such  a  sys- 
tem prevailed  in  Ireland,  it  ought  to  be 
exhibited  and  condemned.  He  would,  there- 
fore, content  himself  with  simply  moving 
for  tbe  Return. 

Sir  JAUES  GRAHAM  said,  that  since 
the  hoD.  Gentleman  bad  given  notice  of 
hifl  Motion,  he  had  not  had  any  opportQ- 
nity  of  receiving  information  from  Ireland 
on  the  subject;  and  he  was,  therefore, 
qiute  uninformed  as  to  the  caae.  The  hon. 
Oentleman,  however,  only  did  the  Qovem- 
ment  justice  in  stating  his  belief  that  the 
employment  of  persons  to  entrap  oUiers 
into  crime  would  bo  regarded  by  Qovem- 
roent  as  the  greatest  possible  outrage  upon 
law  and  property,  and  that  it  wonid  re- 
c^ve  their  most  prompt  and  grave  repro- 
bation. He  had  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Returns  moved  for. 

Mb-  henry  GRATTAN  remarked, 
that  there  were  many  instances  of  the 
police  attempting  U>  entrap  persons  into 
sitoatioDB  in  which  they  might  be  charged 
with  crime;  and  instanced  the  case  of  a 
policeman  named  Callan  hiding  arms,  and 
accusing  innocent  parties  of  concealing 
them:  There  were  other  cases  of  a  simi- 
lar nature,  in  one  of  which  a  policeman 
was  set  down  as  being  in  England,  when, 
in  &ct,  he  was  secretly  employed  in  the 
west  of  Ireland;  and  another  in  which  a 
policeman  was  detected  slipping  Ribbon 
documents  into  the  pocket  of  a  countryman, 
with  the  view  of  accusing  him  of  belonging 
to  illegal  associations.  He  knew  persons 
who  were  cautioned  that  everything  that 
occurred  in  their  public  houses  was  reported 
to  Goremment. 

Mr.  ESCOTT  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
alludes  in  h!s  Motion  to  persons  transported 
for  vagrancy.  Is  it  a  fact  that  vagrancy 
is  ever  so  punished  in  Ireland  ? 

Ur.  O'CONNELL  :  It  is.  If  a  man 
taken  up  as  a  vagrant  cannot  give  101. 
seeniity  for  his  gD<^  bebavioor,  ue  Judge 
is  empowered  to  transport  him, 

Mk.  HUME  expected  a' better  explana- 
tion than  the  Government  hod  given. 
Charges  were  mode,  names  pven,  and 
portiea  pointed  out;  and  not  a  Member  of 
the  GoremmeDt  was  able  to  say  whether 
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they  were  true  or  not.  If  the  imprison- 
ment of  two  or  threo  girls  in  Scotland  oc- 
cupied their  attention  three  or  four  hours, 
surely  such  offences  as  that  charged  against 
the  police  in  Ireland  should  be  thoroughly 
sifted  by  that  House.  The  Government 
should  institute  an  inquiry  immediately  : 
their  own  character  was  at  stake. 

SiB  JAMES  GRAHAM :  The  House, 
I  am  sure,  will  pardon  me  one  moment. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  the  hon.  Member 
for  Montrose  has  not  heard  what  I  BMd 
in  answer  to  the  hon.  Gentieman.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Limerick  places  on  the 
Notice  Paper  a  siibstantire  charge  as  to 
a  particular  person,  and  that  so  recentiy 
that  I  have  not  bad  on  opportunity  of  re- 
ceiving an  answer  from  Ireland.  I  direct- 
ed immediate  inquiries  as  to  the  facts  to 
be  made,  and  I  have  not  yet  received  an 
answer.  In  the  absence  of  that  reply,  I 
have  stated  that  I  was  most  willing  to  give 
an  assurance  that  the  Government  woidd 
never  sanction  the  employment  of  spies, 
direcdy  or  indirectiy.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Meath  gives  a  number  of  cases.  I 
hope  I  shaU  be  excused  when  I  say — con- 
sidering the  office  I  hold  Is  not  immediately 
connected  with  Ireland — that  I  never  heard 
of  them  before.  I  will  undertake,  on  the 
port  of  the  Crown,  to  assure  the  hon.  Qen- 
ticman,  that  there  shall  be  a  searching  in- 
quiry as  to  the  conduct  of  the  policeman 
mentioned;  that,  if  found  to  have  offended 
as  described,  be  shall  be  dismissed;  and 
that  a  general  order  shall  be  issued  that 
no  such  means  as  those  referred  to  shall 
be  issued  by  any  one  in  the  pay  of  the 
Govemraent. 

MR  RYAN'S  LETTER. 
Mr.  O'CONNELL:  I  shall  state  only 
enough  to  make  my  Motion  distinctiy  in- 
telligible, and  to  show  that  the  docnmenta 
I  ask  for  ought  to  be  produced.  A  letter 
appeared  lately  in  the  newspapers  exceed- 
ingly well  written,  signed  "P.  D,  Ryan," 
aud  considered  so  important  that  it  woi 
referred  to  the  other  nifrht  in  the  epeech 
of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department.  This  gentie- 
man signs  himself  "  your  faithful  friend." 
Now,  I  bavD  made  some  inquiries  as  to 
this  "  friend"  of  mine,  and  I  find  there  is 
nothing  about  him  that  would  induce  me 
to  claim  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance. 
He  has  stated  that  his  house  was  attacked: 
and  be  tAok  special  care  to  announce  that 
this  outrage  was  couunitted  during  "fa- 
mily   prayers,"      Now,    I    am  informed, 


483         Mr.  Hym't  LeUer.  {COUMONS} 

that  Eeven  months  ngo  he  alleged  that  a 
similar  attack  hod  been  made   i 
He  then  alleged  that  hJs  house  was  fired 
into  whilst  he  was  in   the  midst   of  his 
family.     The  magistrates  inveEttgated  the 
matter,  and  thej  found  the  charge  a  totally 
unfounded  one.      I  wish  to   get  the  report 
of  that  transaction,  which  was  fumiBhed  to 
the  GoTenunent,  and  also  the  report  of  the 
recent  transactiou.     I   onJerstand   it      '" 
appear   that   both    representations   to 
GoTenunent  were  faljricationa.      There  is 
another  document  which  1  do  not  k: 
I  have  any  right  to  call  on  the  Govern- 
ment to  produce.     I  understand  this 
tleman  was  an  insolvent,  and  I  ask  for  the 

? reduction  of  hia  schedule,  as  it  will  prove, 
am  informed,  how  faithful  and  conscien- 
tious a  tenant  he  was,  and  also  how  sen- 
uble  of  the  obiigations  which  a  contract 
imposes.  The  hon,  and  learned  Member 
moved  for — 


"  A  Copj  of  any  Report  wnt  to  GoTeRunent  bj 
a  (tipendarr.  or  otber  migiatnte,  or  by  any  police 
authority,  of  sny  attack  mulp,  or  alleged,  od  the 
llODae  of  Mr.  I'.  B.  Kyan,  or  on  himieli^  in  the  year 
181S: — Aim  of  any  attack  made,  or  alleged  to 
Iiave  been  made,  on  the  house  of  the  Baid  Mr.  F. 
Ey«n  in  the  Month  of  March  1846 :— Return  of 
tho  Discharge  of  the  said  Mr.  F.  B.  Hyan  by  the 
Ituolvent  Court,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  and 
a  copy  of  the  sohedule  Aled  by  him  on  that 
■ion?' 

Sir  JAMES  GRAHAM :  I  do  not  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  any  opposition 
to  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. With  regard  to  the  first  part  of 
his  Motion,  the  explanation  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  requires  is  very 
natural.  As  to  this  gentleman's  schedule, 
it  may  be  true  that  he  was  unfortunate, 
and  had  taken  the  henefit  of  the  Insolvent 
Act ;  hut  this  misfortune  did  not  at  all  ii 
vaUdate  the  accuracy  of  any  statement 
made  by  him.  I  must  observe  that  I  had 
no  pcreonal  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
gentleman.  I  was  struck  by  his  statement, 
and  by  the  forcible  language  in  which  it 
was  conveyed,  and  also  by  the  circumstance 
that  he  was  placed,  in  1828,  in  the  chair 
<tf  the  Catholic  Association,  on  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork. 
Mh.  O'CONNELL:  A  man's  insolvency 
inay  certainly  be  a  misfortune ;  but  there 
'  are  cases  in  which  it  may  not.  It  is  not 
because  this  gentleman  was  a  poor  man 
that  I  ask  for  his  schedule,  but  because  I 
had  the  most  distinct  evidence  from  the 
person  who  suffered  from  his  insolvency 
that  he  did  not  behave  qaite  furly  on  that 
The  hon.  Hemher  for  TJpperu7 


Mr.  Bym'i  LeUer.  484 
had  the  misfortune  to  have  this  gentleman 
as  a  tenant.  He  has  represented  himself 
as  a  suffering  landlord.  I  wish  to  see  what 
was  his  schedule  when  he  became  an  insol- 
vent, and  what  were  the  debts  returned  by 
him.  I  think  this  important.  It  is  pain- 
ful to  me  to  drag  up  this  species  of  account; 
but  after  the  publication  of  that  letter  I  do 
not  think  this  gentleman  entitled  to  be 
treated  with  any  great  ceremony.  I  can 
assure  the  House  I  did  not  see  this  letter 
until  three  days  before  it  was  quoted;  and 
when  I  heard  it  read,  I  acknowledged  it 
was  infinitely  better  written  than  1  could 
have  supposed.  As  to  this  gentleman  fill- 
ing the  chair  of  the  Association,  I  am  at- 
terly  unable  to  say  whether  he  did  or  not. 
It  might  have  happened  that  as  a  country 
gentleman  he  was  moved  to  the  chair;  but 
this  was  no  great  proof  of  his  station.  I 
do  not  say  it  did  not  happen;  and  if  it  did, 
it  is  very  immaterial.  I  can  assure  tha 
right  hon.  Gentleman  it  is  for  no  miserable 
triumph  over  tlie  man's  poverty  that  I  ask 
for  his  schedule;  hut  I  ask  for  it  because  I 
think  I  can  show,  on  the  evidence  of  a 
Member  of  this  House,  the  character  of 
this  man  to  be  such,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  feel  some  surprise  at  hear- 
ing what  description  of  a  man  he  is  whose 
aid  he  summoned  to  his  eloquence. 

Mr.  MAHER  begged  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  matter.  The  gentleman  in 
question  was  the  only  bad  tenant  ha 
had  in  his  life.  He  thought  it  important 
that  the  schedule  should  he  produced  to 
remove  the  impresuon  which  the  letter  of 
this  gentleman  nad  produced.  It  was  well 
written,  certaiidy.  He  bogged,  however, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Qea- 
tiemao  to  the  facts  which  he  knew.  After 
becoming  insolvent,  this  gentleman  over- 
held  his  land,  and  his  agent  obtained  an 
order  for  the  payment  of  rent  fmm  the  as- 
signees for  the  surrender  of  the  land.  The 
assignee  was  a  person  rejoicing  in  the  name 
of  Rody  Fogarty,  and  who,  he  supposed, 
was  this  gentleman's  brother-in-law.  His 
agent  served  notice  on  this  Rody  Fogarty; 
bat  when  about  to  obtain  an  attaohment 
igainst  tho  brother-in-law  of  the  gentle- 
man, it  turned  out  that  the  assignee,  Rody 
Fogarty,  was  a  labourer  in  this  gentleman  s 
employment.  He  thought  that  (act  quite 
enough  to  show  what  credit  should  be  at- 
tached to  thispenon's  statements  as  to 
crime  in  Ireland.  An  appeal  having  been 
made  to  him  an  account  of  this  man's  large 
family,  he  allowed  him  to  remain  on  the 
Tho  foimer  outrage,  which  Mr. 
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Btui  alleged  to  have  been  committed,  waa 
inTestigated  by  Mr.  G,  Joaea  and  two 
local  magiatrates,  and  declared  to  be  im- 
feonded,  Hia  finn  belief  waa,  that  no  such 
attack  aa  that  alleged  was  reeentlj  made 
on  tbis  gentleman 'a  bouse. 
Motion  agreed  to. 


EJECTMENT  OF  TENANTRY  (IRELAND). 
Mb.SMITHO'BRIEN:  Afterwitnefls- 
ing  tbe  conamnption  of  tbree  boiirs  devoted 
to  an  eiamination  of  tbe  caae  of  aii  bctory 
girls  in  Scotland,  I  bope  I  aball  not  be 
eonaidered  as  trespaaaing  too  far  oi  '' 
attention  of  the  House  ^en  I  ask  e 
twenty  minntes  orbalf an  honrof time,  wbilat 
I  bring  nnder  your  notice  what  I  consider 
to  be  a  case  of  great  oppression.  The  com- 
plaint to  which  1  refer  regards  the  expul- 
sion of  sixty-one  familiea,  in  all  270  per- 
sons, from  the  homes  of  tbemaelvea  and 
their  fathers.  An  ejectment  nnder  ciremn- 
Btances  of  a  painful  nature,  a  abort  time 
hack,  attracted  general  attention  as  de> 
scribed  in  a  Koacommon  paper.  Tbis 
statement  caught  tbe  eye  of  a  moat  respect- 
able friend  of  mine,  the  proprietor  of  tbe 
Atbli'n  Freeman't  Joamd^—A  gentleman 
to  whom  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  tbe 
Home  Department  baa  given  an  historical 
name,  by  classing  him  with  tboae  who, 
with  all  reapect,  I  mnat  ever  conuder  were 
the  victims  of  an  infamous  prosecution. 
He  sent  a  special  reporter  to  the  spot 
where  the  alleged  clearance  wag  said  to 
have  taken  place ;  and  it  is  to  the  report 
of  tbe  gentleman  so  sent  down  that  le 
now  about  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  is  certainly  written  in  strong 
language,  but  not  stronger  than  tbe  occo- 
aion  justiJSes. — The  ban.  Gentleman  read 
a  long  statement  from  the  Freeman'$  Jour- 
nol,  dated  HountbeQow,  county  of  Oal- 
way,  Wednesday  night,  March  2o,  describ- 
ing the  village  of  Ballinglasa,  pariah  of 
KUasobe,  and  barony  of  Killyon,  county  of 
Galway,  and  the  eviction  of  a  number  of 
tenants  from  huts  tboy  had  erected  on  land 
obtMned  from  tbe  bog  on  tbe  estate  of  a 
Mrs.  Gerrard.  The  principal  features  were 
these: — 

"  At  ui  early  Iionr  on  the  caoniing  of  Fridsj, 
tbe  13th  iniunt,  tbe  sheriff  aeeompaiued  hj  a 
iMfga  faree  of  the  49th  regiment,  MRnmuxled  I7 


..je  oonunutd  ..  _  __    .     ..       „  . , 

nplacemarkedeatfiirdeioblion;  the  people 

were  then  4iMKnliiig  to  the  proceu  of  litw(I  oould 
»ot  procuR  a  BDpj  of  the  habtrt)  eaUed  on  to 
nntbr  poHBuioa,  and  (h*n  tbe  b>iU&  of  Mn. 
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tbe  fint  iortanee  tbe  mob  and  poTtioBa  of  th»i 
vbUe  were  onlj  throwa  down ;  tlie  fbnner,  in  most 
iiutuMiei,  lis  on  the  side  of  the  road.  Great  pains 
mmt  hsm  been  taken  to  demoUib  the  houiei,  ai 
the  valli  were  verj  thick,  and  oomposed  of  an 
umber  olay,  and  when  the  inside  turned  up  good 
plaatra-  and  whitewMh  alwaji   appeared.      "' 


this  laat  aot  had  been  prapetrated,  the  '  wretohe*' 
took  to  the  ditches  on  the  hig:h  road,  where  tbef 
itept  in  partiea  of  &ani  Um  to  tSbnta  each,  bnddled 
together  before  a  &re  for  the  two  mooeeding 
nights.  I  uw  the  mark  of  the  flres  in  the  ditchei; 
ever;  bod;  can  nee  tbem,  ani  the  temporary  shel- 
ter wliioh  the  '  wretches'  (I  oannot  belp  qnotinr 
the  word  so  often)  endeavDured  to  raiie  round 
them  with  the  sticks,  rescued  from  their  recent 
dwelline. 

"  A  boy  there  about  nine  or  ten  years  of  age, 
told  us  that  <Kie  of  the  bailiffli  told  his  mammy 
not  to  take  in  any  of  the  people  who  were  turned 
out,  but  his  mammy  let  in  an  old  woman  after 
that.  I  would  not  bare  placed  much  reliance  on 
this  corroboration,  except  for  what  you  will  learn 
wmh  further  on.  It  Is  to  be  hoped,  fbr  the  sake 
of  bmoanity  and  of  womaahood,  that  Hra.  Ger- 
rard is  ignorant  of  that  order.  I  expressed  a  wish 
'     be  direeted  where  I  could  meet  some  of  ths 
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of  tbem  oouting  down  tbe  hill.'  This  penon  who 
soon  joined  ds  was  old,  and  as  he  raised  his  hat  to 
salute  me,  hia  fine  white  hair  floated  on  tbe 
breeze,  lie  was  a  fine  athletic  handsome  old 
man,  with  a  moorafnl  conntenanoe,  and  as  he  ad- 
dressed me  in  the  beautiful  and  simple  salutatioB 
of  the  country,  with  '  Godsave  you,  sirl'  {he  ipoke 
English  Tcry  well)  1  felt  a  reTcrence  for  the  old, 
ill-treated,  and  unhappy  man. 

"  Are  you  one  of  the  people  who  were  recently 
turned  out  ?  I  inqoired. — Indeed,  I  am,  Sir,  said 
b«,  with  a  heavy  i^h. 

"  How  old  are  you.  Sir  i — Nearly  eighty. 
"  IIow  long  did  you  reside  in  the  village  of  Bal- 
linglasa f — OTer  aiity-eight   years,    Sir ;    and  ha 
buret  into  teare. 

How  many  in  &mUy  have  yon  f — Three, 
togethn'  with  juyielf ;   but  I  had  a  great  deal 

than  that.     Some  of  them  are  dead  and 

gone,  and  well  for  them  they  didn't  live  to  see 
this  desolate  day  :  othere  of  them  are  married, 
Dme  more  of  them  are  gone  Co  Amtffica. 
jow  moch  land  had  yon  t — Why,  I  can't 
rightly  tell,  as  tliere  are  bo  regular  &mi,  but 
there  was  over  MO  acres  beloDgiag  to  the  village. 

Did  you  owe  any  rent  T — I  did.  Sir. 

Were  yon  able  to  pay  it ! — I  was.  Sir,  and 
willing,  too,  but  afae  wtNildn't  take  it  fbr  the  last 

half  yean. 

Why  sof—Wby,  because.  Sir,  she  wanted 
to  throw  down  the  houses  to  make  bullock 
pastures. 

"  Did  you  ever  offer  the  rent  to  the  lady  (— 
I  did,  Sir,  mora  than  twenty  times,  and  I  i^^red 
it  t«  her  ageal  also,  but  they  would  not  taks  It. 
We  went  to  tbe  hall-door  (neaning  the  halkloor 
of  the  lodge  already  mentioned)  often  with  the 
rent,  hot  &ej  would  not  take  it  from  as.  Evei7 
man  in  the  viilag*  but  one  oAred  Ibe  rent  over 
and  over,  but  they  wouldn't  tak^it;  uid  weofiwed 
to  pay  that  man's  rent,  but  tlwy  wouldnt  take 
that  either. 

s  it  true  that  the  rsnainder  of  the  walla  wmv 
&2 
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otdsred  to  be  thrown  down  to  prerent  tin 
pe«ile  frora  ihelleriDg  themselves  >t  niglit 
— Id  truth  it  is,  Sir ;  timj  wouldn't  let  anj  on 
go  near  the  pUee  ;  we  slept  in  tbe  ditches  for  tw> 
nifhls,  and  I  got  piina  in  mj  poor  old  IxiDes  kfle 

"Did  the  women  sle«p  in  tbe  ditches ?- 
Tbey  did,  Sir,  aad  I  saw  one  of  the  women  wit 
a  child  mt  her  tireut  bunted  bj  the  biiiliffii  froi 
three  places  tbe  night  after  ;  they  threw  down  th 
bouKS  when  we  were  under  the  walls,  and  the 
came  to  put  out  the  fires,  and  the;  put  out  tb 
fires  in  the  road  dit^hea  on  us  too.'* 

The  report  then  proceeds  to  give  a  list  c 
the  persons,  from  which  it  appeared  tha 
■ixtf-oue  families,  numbering  two  hundre 
and  aeventj  persons,  had  been  evicted. 

"  It  appears  that  the  '  one  nuin'  so  often  befbi 
mentioned  who  tefiised  to  psjr  the  rent,  had  son 
of  his  land  let  to  uDdcr-teoants.  Ke  went  aws 
leaving  some  rent  due  ;  tbe  people  oflered  the  rei 
which  the;  used  to  pa;  this  man  to  the  agent  i 
Ura,  Genard,  and  demaaded  receipts,  but  t 
would  not  give  nn;  receipt  eicept  one  '  on  a 
count'  of  rent  duo.  Tbe  people  owed  no  rent,  as 
therefore   the;  refused  to   take   receipts  on  ai 

That  was  the  statement.  He  was  boun 
to  saj  that  of  the  transactioDS  he  koc 
nothing  of  his  own  knowledge,  but  takin 
ilie  representation  of  them  aa  correct,  hei 
was  a  picture  of  an  Irish  village  !  Th 
was  a  picture  of  the  civiUiation  which  ha 
been  introduced  into  Ireland.  Why 
would  be  better  for  Ireland  to  return  ii 
to  the  state  of  barbarism  which  eiiste 
before  the  English  connexion  than  t 
eijoj  Buch  a  state  of  civilization  as  thi: 
Atleast  it  was  right,  when  the  Ilouse  wt 
called  upon  to  enact  coercive  measure 
that  they  should  know  what  were  the  ci 
cumstances  which  stimulated  the  people  < 
that  country  to  outrage.  Give  fair  pUy  i 
both  parties,  that  it  might  be  Know 
against  whom  coercive  measures  should  1 
passed ;  whether  agtunst  the  peaiantr 
by  locking  them  up  in  their  homes  awi 
trottt  their  lawful  occupation,  or  against  tl 
landlords  of  Ireland,  by  passing  some  me: 
sures  by  which  they  should  be  compelled 

Crform  their  duties.  He  had  done  wb 
conceived  to  be  his  duty,  and  it  won 
be  for  the  House  to  determine  what  coun 
they  would  take.  The  hon.  Member  co: 
eluded  bj  moving — 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  t«  H 
Majeitj,  to  inform  Her  Majett;  that  the  atteati 
of  this  Uouse  has  been  diiwted  to  a  case  of  ejei 
ment  of  tenantrj  which  has  recent!;  taken  pla 
at  a  village  named  Ballinglas*.  in  the  coont; 
Galwa;,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  not  less  thi 
■iit;-one  bmilies.  comprising  8T0  individna 
have,  in  one  da;,  been  expelled  from  their  habil 
tloos,  under  cirenmstancci  the  moat  emel  ai 
bnutimdigg,  a>d  to  yaj  Her  MaJMtf,  thM  S 


Till  be  graeioust;  pleased  to  give  directions  that 
he  Stipendiary  Mi^atratca.  and  other  officers  of 
.he  Irish  Constabulary,  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
■epoHing  to  the  Eiccutivo  outrages  committed  by 
.he  peasantry  of  Ireland,  or  such  Commissionera 
IS  Her  Majesty  mnj  be  pleased  to  appoint,  be 
'equired  to  furnish  to  Her  Majesty's  Goremment 
lucb  authentic  information  respecting  the  &cts  of 
.his  case  a>  tbey  may  be  able  to  collect  upon  the 
ipot,  and  that  luch  Reports  may  be  laid  before 
Parliament  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible." 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  said,  that  the  hon. 
Glentleman  declared  that  he  knew  nothing 
whatever  of  the  tmnsaction  cicept  what 
fie  had  collected  from  newspaper  report, 
which  he  had  read,  and  which,  he  said, 
had  been  positively  contradicted  in  an- 
other newspaper  which  he  had  not  seen. 
He  took  It,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  nothing  of  the  transaction  except 
from  newspaper  report.  He  wished  bo 
could  state  that  he  entirely  discretUted  it. 
He  had  already  stated  that  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  Ireland,  he  had  ex- 
pected that  Irish  landlords  would  exhibit 
more  than  ordinary  forbearance — that  they 
would  do  so  in  the  present  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances of  Ireland;  and  generally  there 
had  been  that  forbearance  exhibited.  The 
hen.  Gentleman  talked  of  outrages  that 
had  been  committed.  He  was  confident 
that  there  was  no  person  in  that  House, 
but  had  a  nncere  desire  that  outrages 
should  not  be  committed,  and  when  com- 
mitted should  be  auppressed  by  all  lawful 
means.  But,  to  render  Ireland  habitable, 
tranquillity  should  be  preserved.  He  must 
say  that  that  t«rrible  system  which  went 
under  the  name  of  "  clearing  estates," 
ought  to  be  discountenanced;  and  if  it  pro- 
ceeded it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
check  it  by  legislative  means.  At  present 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 
Having  made  this  statement,  he  thonght 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  agree  with  hjm 
that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  move  an 
Address  to  the  Crown,  as  the  matter  was 
under  inquiry  by  the  competent  authori- 
ties, and  the  Ministers  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  information.  When  that  infor- 
mation was  received,  he  should  be  prepared 
to  inform  the  hon.  Gentlemen  and  the 
House  what  on  inquiry  were  the  real  facts. 
In  the  meantime  he  thought  it  only  justice 
to  the  parties  concerned  that  the  House 
should  suspend  their  judgment,  these  alle- 
gations having  been  met  by  a  positive  de- 

Mr.  SUITE  O'BRIEN  obKrved,  in 
reply,  that  it  was  not  ivilh  any  viaw  to 
give  sanction  to  outrage*  that  he  had  made 
tbe  preaent  Motion.    He  had  bo  deeire  t« 
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ba  popuUr  with  murderera ;  he  had  de- 
nounced Bitch  crimes  in  luignage  stronger 
than  any  that  had  been  usedinthat  House; 
and  he  had  more  than  once  expoaed  his  life 
to  dongerin  an  endeavour  to  suppress  such 
crimes.  His  object  vaa  to  impress  on  the 
House  die  necessity  of  taking  some  steps 
to  remove  the  causes  of  these  crimes.  He 
would  withdraw  the  Motion  on  Uie  under' 
standing  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  la;  before  the  House  the  resnlta  of 
the  inquiry. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

HIGHWAYS. 
Sib  J.  GRAHAM  rose  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Laws 
respecUng  Highways  in  England.  In  ad- 
dreBsing  the  Speaker,  he  was  addressing 
one  wbo  was  peculiarly  conversant  with 
this  subject;  and  the  Bill  which  he  sou^t 
to  bring  in  was  the  result  of  the  great  at- 
tention and  labour  which  the  Speaker  had 
beatowed  upon  it.  The  House  was  aware 
that  the  sum  levied  for  the  maintenance 
and  repair  of  highwi»s  in  England  annu- 
ally; amounted  to  1,600,0001.  Not  only 
parishes,  but  minute  subdiriuons  of  pa- 
rishes, BDppart«d  and  maintained  their  va- 
rious highways,  and  a  number  of  officers 
were  employed.  In  the  Act  brought  in  by 
the  Spe^er,  a  permissive  power  was  given 
to  parishes  to  unite  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
jointly niuntaining  highway  and  other  paid 
officers.  This  power  being  permissive  and 
not  compulsory,  had  not  been  brought  into 
general  use;  and  the  principal  object  of  the 
measure  which  he  sought  to  introduce  'waa 
to  substitute  a  compulsory  for  a  penniasive 
power.  To  make  the  new  enactment  per- 
spicuous and  perfect,  be  had  thought  it 
better  to  rep^  all  existrng  laws  with  re- 
spect to  highways,  and  to  introduce  a  Bill 
re-enacting  and  consolidating  the  whole. 
The  first  important  provision  was,  that 
districts  sbonld  be  formed  throughout  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  generally  speaking,  coter- 
minous with  the  registration  districts.  He 
proposed  to  give  to  the  Enclosure  Commis- 
sioners,  a  body  constituted  by  recent  Act 
of  Parliament,  the  power  of  forming  and 
regulating  the  districts.  That  would 
reduce  the  number  from  1400  or  1500  to 
550.  The  Bill  would  then  provide  that, 
for  each  district,  a  surveyor  should  be  ap- 
pointed, to  be  a  paid  officer,  with  assistant 
sub-surveyors.  The  power  of  appointing 
surveyors  should  rest  with  the  local  hoard 
ia  each  district,' .the  salary  being  fixed  by 
then;,  .And.  tbe:cli<»ce.  of  the .  officer  subject 
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to  the  veto  of  the  ConuniHsioners ;  the 
power  of  diamissing  officers  should  be  with 
the  Enclosure  Commissioners,  and  concur- 
rently with  this  power  of  dismissal  should 
be  the  power  of  dismissal  on  the  part  of 
the  board.  With  respect  to  the  election 
of  the  board,  he  proposed  that  it  should  ba 
elected  for  two  years  by  all  rate  payers  in 
each  parish  and  township  maintaining  its 
own  roads.  Each  parish  or  township  was. 
to  be  represented  at  the  district  boud  by . 
one  or  more  way- wardens,  as  theBnclosura 
Commissioners  should  determine.  No  ham- 
let, containing  less  than  four  miles  of  rood, 
hod  the  right  of  choosing  way-wardens. 
He  proposed  that  there  should  be  two  paid 
officers  in  each  district ;  one  the  surveyor, 
the  other  the  clerk  of  the  board.  He  pro- 
posed that  there  should  be  a  general  an- 
nual meeting,  in  which  the  accounts  of  the 
whole  year  should  be  made  up,  and  the  es- 
timates of  repairs  for  the  ensuing  year 
should  be  brought  under  their  considera- 
tion by  the  paid  siureyor  of  the  district. 
He  proposed  that  the  accounts  of  the  dis- 
trict should  be  annually  audited;  and. 
he  would  suggest,  inaamucb  as  it  ac- 
corded with  the  plan  of  his  right  hon. 
Priend,  that  the  Poor  Law  Auditors  should 
audit  annually  the  highway  accounts. 
These  accounts,  so  audited,  should  be 
transmitted  annually  to  the  Enclosure 
Commissioners,  and  they  ahonld  report  an- 
nually to  the  Secretary  of  State;  uid  each 
report,  together  with  the  abstract  of  ac- 
counts, skiuld  be  laid  annually  before  the 
two  Houses  of  Parhament.  He  gave  also 
the  power,  by  the  mtanimoua  consent  of  the 
way-wardens  forming  the  district  board, 
to  convert  the  charge  of  the  highway  dis- 
trict into  a  union  charge,  instead  of  a  pa- 
rochial or  township  charge,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  parochial  conunisaioners.  He 
proposed  that  three  rates  should  be  made 
in  the  district,  one  district  rate  for  the 
joint  expenses,  salary  of  the  surveyor, 
salary  of  the  clerk,  and  the  general  ex- 
penses of  the  board,  the  proportion  for  the 
district  to  be  submitted  to  the  Enolosnre 
Commissioners  in  London,  and  receive  their 
sanction.  If  the  district  should  come  to 
the  resolution  to  make  the  charge  a  union 
charge,  then  only  one  rate  would  be  neces- 
sary; but  if  they  should  not  be  so  dimosed, 
then  there  must  bo  two  rates  levied  :  one 
district  rate  for  the  district  charges,  and, 
as  at  present,  a  parochial  or  township  rate 
for  the  m^ntenance  of  the  roads.  He  pro- 
posed to  retain  the  present  manmnm  rate 
of  lOd.  axate;  and  tiiat  there  should  he  no 
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more  than  three  rates  in  the  course  of 
jtw,  thus  making  the  maximnm  hJghwBj 
rate  per  year  2t.  6d.  in  the  pound.  He 
proposed  also  that  the  rate  should  be  col- 
lected by  [the  collector  of  the  poor  rate  ; 
and  vith  respect  to  the  remedy  in  case  ol 
non-payment,  and  also  in  appeals,  that  it 
shonld  be  identical  with  that  which  at  pre- 
sent regulated  the  collection  of  the  poor 
rate.  Ha  proposed  further  that  power 
sbould  bo  given  to  borrow  money  for  effect- 
ing improvements  of  the  highways  with  the 
conaeat  of  the  Enclosure  Contmisuonera, 
providing  that  the  principal  and  interest 
should  be  paid  within  twenty  years.  And 
with  the  view  of  enabling  the  Com 
uoners  to  form  a  judgment  before  any  out- 
lay of  such  borrowed  money  was  made, 
wonld  give  them  the  power  to  send  down 
an  inspector  to  make  a  survey,  and  report 
upon  die  condition  of  the  highways,  and  the 
expediency  of  effecting  the  projected  im- 
provements. He  preserved  all  the  existing 
uabilities  to  repair,  and  also  retained  all 
the  principal  provisions  which  were  si 
cently  sanctioned  by  Parliament.  With 
reference  to  Soath  Wales,  he  should  state 
tltat  there  were  particular  provisions  in 
Acts  regulating  the  torapikes  in  that  part 
of  the  Principality,  which  would  appear  to 
interfere  with  the  extension  of  this  Bill  to 
tlie  highways  there  ;  therefore  be  should 
snggest  that  South  Wales  should  be  ex- 
empted from  the  operation  of  this  amended 
Highway  Act.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring 
hisBiU. 

Leave  given.  Bill  brought  in,  and  read  a 
first  time. 

House  adjourned   at  a  quarter  to  One 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OP    LORDS, 
Friday,  April  S,  1846. 

UrasTM.]  Piririmn  PmivriD.  Br  Ik*  Duka  ol 
Rrabuiiba,  turn  AtloRW|ii  ud  SoUdun  jnHUaf  la 
ntaeuQi,  ifdixt  Etal  Propertr  D«di  R«flitnUim  BUL 
— Fimn  Um  GomiKn  of  lb*  KlB(^  Coudij  taBnnttf, 
ftcih*B«tiar  RajuUtloa  lad  man  EHKIi^  Suiifon  of 
Hadial  Chultiw  (lRlMd)'-flT  >1m  Etil  of  Cks 


EVICTIONS  IN  IRELAND. 
The  Earl  of  CLANCARTY  begged  to 
■late,  that  he  had  received  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  named  John  Q. 
Holtnea,  atidressed  to  the  Marquess  of 
Londonderry,  in  reference  to  the  evictioua 
«f  ttmabjr  wUek  were  alleged  t»  hare 


lately  taken  place  in  the  connty  of  Boa- 
common,  and  to  whicb  the  noble  Marquess 
directed  the  attention  of  their  Lordships  on 
a  former  evening.  Tbe  noble  Marquesa 
had  gone  abroad,  and  would  not  return  for 
a  considerable  time.  [The  noble  Earl  then 
read  the  letter.]  This  letter  suggested  an 
inquiry  into  the  circtunstauces,  and  en- 
closed a  letter  which  Mr.  Gerrard  had 
written  to  the  e^tor  of  Saxmdert'  Jfaog 
Letter,  in  reference  to  the  evictiona, 
with  a  request  that  it  should  bo  read 
ill  their  Lordships'  House.  The  state- 
ment to  which  the  noble  Marquess  had 
directed  their  Lordships'  attention  was  an 
ex  parte  statement.  He  (the  Earl  of  Clan- 
oarty)  considered  Mr.  Gerrard's  letter  as 
being  of  the  same  character,  and  shonld 
ther^ore  abstain  from  reading  it.  But 
while  he  thought  it  sufficient  to  state  that 
application  bad  been  made  for  inqidry 
through  the  channel  he  had  mentioned,  ha 
had  in  the  meantime  to  request  from  their 
Lordships  a  suspension,  at  least,  of  their 
judgment  on  the  matter. 
House  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Friday,  April  3.  1846. 

MliroTU.]    Pi-uio  BiLiA  — Bquml.     Rtdlnv  Dqw 

fmrrrumt  FmvntD.  B;  Mr.  Pudw,  ftom  On  Eltcton 
IM  the  SautbRn  DItMoo  or  am  Conotr  te  h^mla, 
■Uaflag  rnudulsit  01|)<e(l«  to  Vatn  of  rWwi,  fty 
fiii  Jim*  Gnhpm.rmn  Ucotan  of  Oit  Kodm  CaOo. 
lleChundi  Id  tlHCDuntIn  oCDuihun  and  NoRtaumbB- 
lHiil,iBda(h«i,  IDcAlurulinarLHnpwtUc  Hoooi 
CUhoUc  Chaptli.— By  Lad  John  RuhU,  ftam  MaUvn 
of  ilb*  PiiDdpaUty  of  Wita  now  nMli^  in  Lsadoo, 
■(lioit  lb>  Union  of  St.  Aiaph  ud  Bu(ot  Dloataeb— 
By  Mr.  Hlndki,  fram  Bukcn,  Mwduiat^  ud  Huullu- 
tum  of  Aibioa  oudn  Lyu.  ftir  ■  Speadf  iIiIJiiiIbihii  of 
th(  Uiuun  ropatfnf  Cuiloau  ud  Ccco  ■■-|— ■-■'—  — 
Br  Lord  John  KuikU,  ftom  InhiMtmli  of  PMUoek,  ud 
Ftaotj  Wodun  tn  On  cmploT  of  WUHnm  ChiMy  nd 


'.■tatsM  Om  Pane  B«DWnl  BlIU-Br  Hi.  WiUiy, 
■n  MHBben  of  Ih>  XUIoul  AMdUloB  Hv  0N  PaUU- 
iudSoelil  ImprownMt  rf  tht  PioH«.  Mitoig  M  th» 
Suiaai  Hall,  Htfi  IWIiiin.  tgOm  Oh  riiHwHiw  irf 


FEOTECTIOH  OF  LIFE  (IBELANO)  BILL. 
Tlte  Order  <^  die  Dkj  for  rwmiiiig  tht 
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AJgonmed  Debate  from  Much  30,  on  the 
Proteetion  of  Life  (Ireluid)  Bill  baring 
been  read:  on  tbe  Qnestion  that  the  Bill  be 
nav  read  a  Firat  Time, 

Hr.  O'CONNELL  said:  In  riung  to 
propoM  an  Amendment  to  the  Motion  of 
tbe  right  hoo.  Baronet,  I  promiae  the 
Home  to  he  aa  brief  as  I  reaaonablj  can; 
and  if  1  should  treapeMU  upon  its  patience 
longer  than  my  own  uclination  would  dic- 
tate, I  trust  that  tiie  importance  of  tbe 
qneetion  will  plead  my  excuse.  The  ease 
on  behalf  of  the  promoters  of  tho  Bill  baa 
been  stated  by  the  nght  hon.  Baronet  in  a 
manner  which  it  ia  imposaible  should  gire 
dtitatiffaction  to  any  quarter.  1  will  not 
iaj  one  word  against  tbat  manner.  I  never 
hMrd  a  barab  meaanre  more  moderately 
moposed ;  and  there  is,  I  marjuy  for  us, 
danger  even  in  moderation.  Tbe  only  at- 
tempts of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  any- 
thing like  tbe  colouiing  of  oratory  was, 
when  he  attributed  tbe  crimes  to  causes 
eat  of  wbich  they  have  not  arisen.  I  do 
not  tlunk  be  baa  shown  in  tbe  slightest 
degree,  be  scarcely  attempted  to  abow, 
that  the  erila,  sucb  as  they  are,  would  be 
remedied  by  this  measure :  in  fact,  bo 
only  alluded  to  tbe  Bill  just  to  vindicate 
tbe  severity  of  its  prorislons,  by  comparing 
it  with  former  enaotments.  He  did  not 
show,  or  attempt  to  show,  tbat  this  Bill 
would  remedy  tbe  existing  evils,  or  prevent 
tbe  erimes  with  which  we  are  UDnappUy 
menaeed  in  Ireland.  There  were,  bow- 
flver — shall  I  call  them  admissible  t — state- 
ments made  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that 
•re  highly  eonsoUtory.  It  is  consolatory 
to  know,  on  the  authority  of  Qovemment, 
that  there  ii  nothing  pohtical  in  tbe  crimes 
ebarged  against  Ireland — above  all,  tbat 
there  i«  nothing  religious,  or  belonging  to 
any  sect  or  region,  in  tbe  crimes  tbem- 
■eives — that  they  are  equally  perpetrated 
against  persons  of  every  species  of  politics, 
wainst  persona  of  each  religion— tbat  the 
RtHnan  Catholic  religion  is  no  protection  to 
Roman  Catholics,  and  Proteatandsm  no 
inoentive  againit  Protestants.  It  is  eon- 
fHsed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  tbat  there  is 
nothing  in  these  outrages  wbich  partakos 
either  of  sectarianism  or  political  bias.  I 
will  now  proceed  to  notice  other  statements 
made  by  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet.  He  said 
distinotly,  tbat  out  of  thirty-two  eonnties 
in  Ireland  twenty-two  are  free  irom  dia- 
tnrbanee:  there  are  five  in  which  it  is  par- 
tial, and  fire  more  where  it  prevails  to  a 
grMtw  «x(ent.    Tbns,  no  less  thaa  two. 
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thirds  of  the  entire  country  ore  peifectlj 
free  from  any  ttunt  of  the  guilt  belonging 
to  others.  Then,  the  rif^t  hon.  Baronet 
has  cletu'ly  told  us,  that  even  in  the  coni^ 
ties  actually  disturbed  the  great  majority 
of  tbe  inhabitants  have  not  participated  in 
the  disturbances  ;  they  are  confined  to  a 
comparatively  small  minority,  which  is  en* 
gaged  more  or  less  in  outrages.  There- 
fore, a  Coercion  Bill  is  utterly  unnecessary, 
according  to  tho  confession  of  Miniat«rs, 
for  the  great  body  of  tbe  population  of  Ire- 
land.  Tbere  are,  it  eeeme,  five  countJe* 
requiring,  oa  the  right  bon.  Baronet  eon< 
tends,  harsh  meosnres;  only  five  counties, 
and  in  those  the  great  majority  of  tbe  in- 
habitants are  free  from  guilt,  Before  I 
proceed  farther,  again  let  me  remind  tbe 
House,  and  I  do  it,  I  may  say,  in  tbe  pre* 
sence  of  tbe  press  of  England,  that  bow- 
ever  they  may  assume  that  die  disturb- 
anoea  have  a  political  basis  and  a  sectarian 
origin,  the  Qovemment  bos  declared  and 
decided  the  contrary.  I  will  now  uotic* 
one  or  two  of  the  particular  cases  alluded 
to  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  Firat,  aa  to 
tiie  case  of  the  wife  and  husband  in  lb* 
eennty  of  Tyrone,  I  did  not  think  it  eould 
have  been  mentioned  as  a  proof  that  crimo 
calling  for  this  Bill  existed  in  Ireland. 
The  county  of  Tyrone  is  as  quiet  as  any 
county  in  England,  or  as  any  district  on 
the  face  of  the  globe :  crime,  such  as  it 
was,  was  diminishing,  and  the  horrible  out- 
rage referred  to  was  one  of  those  acts  of 
delinquency  which  are  sometimes  com- 
mitted in  tbe  best  regulated  and  most 
civilized  conunmiities.  It  ouf^t  never  to 
have  been  mode  one  of  tbe  features  justify- 
ing this  measure.  I  am  borne  out  most 
completely  by  evidence  when  I  apeak  of 
the  tranquillity  of  Tyrone.  Next,  I  will 
allude  for  a  moment  to  the  letter  tbe  right 
bon.  Baronet  received  from  Mr.  F.  B. 
Ryan,  "  ny  faithful  friend."  Of  Mr. 
Ryan  we  shall  hear  more;  bat  I  must  at 
present  read  one  poasago  from  a  looal 
paper,  wbich  will  serve  to  show  the  degree 
of  veracity  to  be  attributed  to  this  worthy 
gentleman: — 

"  Mr.  P.  B.  RfftD. — We  regret  being  under  the 
DiuToidftbls  neceuitf  of  pcutpomng  ths  able  Bn4 
Duiteilr  reply  of  P.  Fogartf,  eiq.,  of  Cabra  CsMla, 
to  an  eitraqrdinarj  letler  which  has  rooontly  been 
published,  with  the  name  of  the  above  gentlemui 
■igned  to  it.  Mr  Fogirty  layi,  that  tl»  TborlM 
bench  of  magiitrBtes  ihould  be  appealed  to  in  >«• 
lation  to  Mr.  B.  Ryan'*  vooderiiil  letter." 
So  we  sbsll  certainly  bare  full  informatioB 
as  to  tbat  gentleman's  veraci^.  Before  I 
entei  into  tbe  labjeot  more  at  large,  I  wiih 
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to  recall  the  Ilouso  to  the  fact  of  the  un- 
happy flssasBmntioii  of  Mr.  Piersc  Cftrrick. 
How,  I  think  it  would  be  n-ell  tiiat  the 
HouBC  Bbould  distinctly  uudciBtacd  that 
case — not  as  reflecting  upon  the  character 
of  the  unhappy  murdered  man — not  for 
the  purpose  of  palliating  in  the  slightest 
degree  his  murder.  It  is  a  crime  that 
no  man  not  fit  to  be  a  participator  in  the 
murder  would  attempt  to  juartfy,  or  even 
to  palliate.  I  feel  almost  unwilling  to  go 
imto  the  question  of  the  causes  of  that 
murder,  lest  it  should  have  the  appearance 
—it  could  not  have  the  reality — of  palliat- 
ing it;  but  it  is  necessary  that  the  facta 
should  be  known  by  the  House.  We  are 
appealing  to  tou — we  are  appealing  to  the 
Honse — for  the  notice  I  give  is  a  notice  of 
sppeal  to  the  House  to  eradicate  the  causes 
of  crime — and  to  enable  you  to  do  ao,  you 
must  distinctly  understand  why  it  is  that 
those  wretches  are  tempted  to  commit — if 
they  cannot  bo  justified  in  committing — 
crimes  of  this  description.  Now,  I  have 
the  local  newspaper  which  contains  a  para- 
graph relative  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Car- 
rick.  It  Btatea  this — but  it  will  be  less 
tedious  to  the  House  that  I  should  make 
tins  statement  with  reference  to  Mr.  Car- 
rick.  Unhappily  he  waa  the  agent  of  a 
joung  gentleman  under  age.  He  got  the 
tenants  to  pay  their  rents,  by  a  promise  that 
ts  soon  as  the  young  gentleman  came  of 
age,  25  per  cent  should  be  taken  off  their 
rents.  The  young  gentleman  camo  of 
age.  Mr.  Carrick  did  not  call  upon  him  to 
perform  his  promise — he  sent  out  a  valuer 
to  value  the  lands — tho  tenants  thought 
that  a  reduction  of  rent  would  follow  the 
valuation  ;  but  the  valuation  was  higher 
than  the  existing  rent,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  that  high  rent  And  when 
they  came  to  expostulate  with  the  valuator, 
what  did  he  say  ?  He  said,  he  did  not 
Talu^  the  lands  at  all;  that  he  got  a  cut 
and  dry  valuation — that  was  the  phrase  he 
tued—from  Mr.  Carrick,  and  he  only  made 
a  return  of  that  which  was  dictated  to  him. 
Hr.  Carrick  told  the  tenants  thej  must 
take  out  leases  ;  and  when  they  came  with 
their  rent,  tho  first  thing  he  did  was  to 
atop  101.  from  each  tenant  for  the  expense 
of  a  lease.  They  paid  101.  each — they 
were  obliged  to  go  Home  to  collect  money 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  rent ;  but 
from  that  day  to  the  day  of  his  death  they 
never  got  a  single  lease.  If  he  had  lived 
one  week  longer,  he  would  have  got  an 
kabera  and  turned  out  thirty-one  families. 
And  here,  again,  let  me  solemnlj  protest 
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— I  am  sure  I  need  not — that  1  do  not  con- 
sider any  of  these  acts  as  an  e.tcuse,  or  a 
reason,  or  cveu  as  the  slightest  palliation 
of  his  murdei-.  No,  they  are  not ;  it  waa 
a  horrible  murder — it  was  an  atrocious 
murder — it  was  a  crime  that  is  dooerviug 
of  the  severest  punishment  that  man  oan 
inflict,  and  which  causes  the  red  arm  of 
God's  vengeance  to  be  suspended  over  the 
murderer.  I  want  tho  House  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  such  murders.  You  are 
going  to  enact  a  Coercion  Bill  against  the 
peasantry  and  the  tenantry;  and  my  object 
is,  that  you  should  turn  to  the  landlords, 
and  enact  a  Coercion  Bill  against  them 
also,  when  they  attempt  to  commit  those 
abuses  of  property.  They  have  a  legal 
right;  but  I  say  those  abuses  of  property 
are  really  the  stimulants  to  the  worst  of 
crimes.  Now,  the  Amendment  I  mean  to 
propose  is  this  :— 

"  Tbat  irhile  this  House  deplorea  the  ezistenM 
of  mttrsge  in  Ircbuid,  and  is  Binceretj  auiioiu  for 
its  repreasion.  it  ia  of  opinioB  that  auch  outrage 
will  be  aggravated,  not  removed,  b;  the  arbitrary, 
unjuat,  aud  uncanatitutioDal  enactments  of  thU 
Bill ;  and  that  it  is  tho  dut}-  of  Parliament  to 
adopt  such  meaaures  as  will  tend  to  eradicate  the 
causes  which  produce  those  crimes,  iaataad  of  re- 
sorting to  Isna  which  iiill  hanu  and  oppress  the 
innocent  withoat  restraining  the  guilty,  and  which 
being  restrictire  of  public  liberty  cannot  &il  to 
augment  miCianal  diicontent." 

Sir,  my  UotJon,  the  House  perceives,  is 
directed  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of. 
It  does  not  controvert  the  fact — unhappily, 
it  cannot  controvert  the  fact — of  the  exiat- 
encc  of  crime  which  the  Government  haa 
stated.  There  is  no  doubt  that  atrocions 
murders  have  been  committed— there  ia  no 
doubt  that  the  number  of  those  miu\ler3  is 
not  diminishing.  The  question  is,  what  is 
the  proper  method  of  preventing  the  recur- 
rence of  these  crimes  ?  If  I  thought  that 
would  be  effected  by  this  Bill,  there  ia  not 
a  man  in  this  House  that  would  vote  for  it 
more  readily  than  I  would.  But  I  solenu^ 
declare  that  my  opposition  to  it  is  founded 
upon  this — that  I  am  convinced  the  words 
of  this  Resolution  are  true  ;  and  that  this 
Bill,  instead  of  leading  to  the  amdioration 
of  crime,  will  augment  it,  and  increase  the 
number  of  the  victims.  Now,  just  look  at 
the  Bill  for  one  moment,  and  you  will  find 
that  it  u  calculated,  take  it  at  the  best,  to 
inflict  a  penalty  of  a  most  grievous  nature 
upon  many  innocent  persons,  with  the 
chance  of  reaching  a  few  gtulty.  It  cm- 
toinly  will  inflict  a  penalty  upon  tnanj  in- 
nocent  persons,  in  the  expectation  of  reach* 
ing  a  fetr  of  the  guilty;  and  even  that  is 
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Ml  expectation  which  is  not  likelv  to  be 
realised  by  this  proceee.  Now,  I  gLtH  call 
the  attentjon  of  the  House  to  the  clauaes 
of  thia  Bill  iteelf.  You  Bfaould  underetand 
diatincU?  what  it  it  is  the  Bill  containa, 
and  how  little  applicable  it  is  to  the  aup- 
pression  of  crime.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
did  not  distinctly  state  the  clauses  of  the 
Bill  in  propoung  it.  He  merely  alleged 
former  Bills  of  thia  kind,  and,  amongst 
other  things,  he  attempted  to  show  that  I 
had  fonnerij  assented  to  this  penal  clause, 
for  which  purpose  he  quoted  Matuard. 
Now,  Sir,  I  am  as  ready  as  any  man  to 
hare  any  clause  introdaced,  which,  without 
violating  constitutional  principle,  will  have 
the  slightest  tendency  to  repress  crime  of 
any  hind.  Thefirstprorisionof  theBiUiato 

five  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  arbitrary  power, 
t  gires  him  the  power,  at  his  wili  and 
pleasure,  without  assigning  a  reason,  with- 


the  necessity  of  proof  of  any  form,  to  pr 
claim  any  part  of  Ireland  he  pl< 
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^legation  that  the  proclamation 
eary  may  be  nnfounded  in  fact,  and,  there- 
fore, the  proclamation  equally  nnfounded 
— utterly  unfounded  in  fact ;  but  no  con- 
tradicUon  of  the  allegation  can  be  receired, 
for  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Bill  by  which 
to  the  proclamatioB  itself  is  declared 
be  concluBire  erideuce  of  the  fact ;  so 
that  the  tic  nolo  lio  jvheo  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  quite  enough  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  the  proclamation,  though  the 
Bill,  to  he  sure,  says  that  he  must  hare 
some  pretext  for  so  doing — that  there  shall 
be  some  disturbance  in  the  district.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant  can  also  add  an  adjacent 
district  to  a  district  so  proclaimed  ;  for  iu- 
otance,  if  the  county  of  Monaghan  were 
[ffoclaimed,  the  county  of  Tyrone,  or  any 
part  of  that  county,  can  be  proclaimed  by 
reason  of  the  disturbances  in  the  county 
of  Houaghan,  and  the  AfAecu  corpui  will 
no  longer  be  of  any  value  in  any  such  pro- 
claimed district.  The  moat  unlimited 
powers  are  then  given  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  charge  any  of  those  districts  with 
any  sum  of  money  he  pleases.  There  is 
no  limit  to  it  but  liie  possibility  of  its  being 
paid.  He  can  give  any  sum  of  money  by 
way  of  recompense  or  compensation  to  any 
person  that  is  injured.  I  do  not  so  much 
complain  of  that — the  grand  jurors  have 
something  of  a  similar  power — but  what  I 
do  complain  of  is,  that  by  this  enactment 
the  power  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is 
uidimited.  There  is  no  control  over  him,  as 
in  the  cau  of  the  grand  juries,  whose  pie- 
s  may  be  trarerwd,  and  who.  Itnr' 


mg  themaelves  to  pay  part  <^  the  money, 
would  be  cautious  not  to  pve  too  much  to 
any  suffering  person.  But  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant has  no  limit  to  his  power  ;  he  can 
give  any  sum  he  pleases,  and  there  is  no  tra- 
versing his  presentment,  or  controlling  it. 
In  the  next  place,  he  can  give  a  rewam  to 
any  person  he  pleases.  In  short,  he  haa 
the  moat  unlimited  power  to  reward  that  it 
is  possible  to  give.  He  haa  next  the  power 
of  increa^g  patronage  unlimitedly  in  those 
proclaimed  districts.  He  haa  the  power  of 
appointing  as  many  stipendiary  magistrates 
as  ue  pleases.  He  has  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing inspectors  of  police,  and  chiefs  of 
police,  and  sub-conatablea,  and  officers,  and 
privates  of  police,  as  he  thinks  fit.  UnCDn- 
trolled,  unchecked,  without  any  legal  pos- 
sibility of  preventing  it,  he  has  those 
powers.  He  has  the  power  of  compensa- 
tion to  any  extent— he  has  the  power  of 
giving  rewards  to  any  extent,  and  of  ap- 
pointmg  policemen  and  officers  of  every 
description  to  any  extent  ho  chooses.  The 
effect  of  that  may  not  be  easily  understood 
in  this  country,  but  it  is  well  known  in  Ire- 
land. I  am  not  accusing  any  Qovemment; 
it  is  an  accusation  against  human  nature. 
Fersons  who  arc  at  all  likely  to  get  into  iiie 
police  have  been  known  more  than  once  to 
fabricate  outrages,  and  represent  the  coun- 
try to  be  in  a  state  of  disturbance  to  effect 
their  own  purposes.  Now,  let  me  tell  the 
House  how  thje  money  is  to  be  levied.  It  is 
to  be  assessed  by  a  person  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  No  magistrate, 
no  grand  juror,  or  country  gentleman,  or 
lawyer,  or  judge,  haa  power  to  control  it. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  appointa  a  peraon  to 
levy  the  tax.  He  is  limited  only  according 
to  the  poor  rate,  hut  is  not  limited  by  the 
poor  rate.  Any  person  having  a  holding 
under  4t.  yearly  pays  no  poor  rate,  but  he 
must  pay  the  tax  under  this  Bill,  No  per- 
aon ia  so  poor  aa  to  escape  taxation  under 
this  Bill;  hut  if  a  man  be  once  rich,  he  is  se- 
cure from  it,  for  the  lessor  is  not  to  be  liable 
at  all.  The  lessor  is  quite  free,  the  owner 
ia  free,  the  country  gentleman  is  free  for 
hia  domain;  he  will  pay  nothiogforhis  do- 
main :  the  wretched  cottager,  or  the  day 
labourer,  when  he  gets  a  day's  labour, 
must  pay  the  tax,  but  the  squire  in  the 
large  mansion-house  pays  nothing.  The 
justification  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was, 
that  the  grand  jury  have  the  power  of 
charging  their  counties  by  previous  Acts. 
Why,  they  have;  but  what  is  the  precau- 
tion taken  i  No  additional  force  of  police 
could  be  sent  into  a  county  without  a  de- 
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mand  from  the  m&giitratea.  The  mftgis- 
trates  who  were  to  aBBOBs  for  it  were  to 
malce  the  demand;  one  half  of  the  money 
was  paid  bj  the  QoTemmcnt,  and  the  other 
half  bjthe  county;  and  it  was  levied  through 
the  grand  jury,  who  were  to  present  for  it. 
They  had  an  opportunity  of  inTestigating 
the  account,  and  their  personal  and  indivi- 
dual interests  induce  them  to  make  it  m 
little  as  they  could.  But  by  this  Bill  no 
grand  juty  or  nu^strate  caa  interfere  : 
«ie  whole  is  dona  at  the  will  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  who  appoints  his  taxmaster- 

?meral  to  m  about  and  levy  contributions. 
hat  tax  fallB  upon  the  poor,  and  the  rich 
man  escapes,  and  yet  this  is  called  a  Bill 
to  make  life  and  property  secure  in  Ireland, 
How  is  it  to  do  tnat  ?  The  wretched  man 
■earcely  able  to  exist  at  present — poor  as 
poor  can  be — acarcely  able  to  pay  his  rent 
— will  have,  in  addition,  that  enormous  tax 
to  pay.  If  he  refuse  to  pay  it,  you  can 
get  a  stipendiary  magistrate,  or  any  other 
magistrate,  to  call  out  the  army  or  the  po- 
lice to  go  and  distrain  and  sell  the  goods 
by  force,  if  nccessa^;  you  gi»e  an  irre- 
sistible force  for  the  levy  being  made  with 
certainty;  bat  what  becomes  of  the  man 
against  whom  the  levy  is  made!     Have 

Ku  conciliated  him— have  you  rendered 
n  less  liable  to  commit  offences  ?  Will  it 
make  him  better  disposed  towards  the  no- 
blemen and  gentlemen  who  pay  nothing? 
Kay,  in  what  situation  do  you  place  him 
and  his  landlord?  One  of  the  greatest 
grievaDoes  of  Ireland  is  the  clearance  sys- 
tem. See  what  an  adjunct  this  measure 
will  be  to  the  clearance  system.  The 
Uudlohl  baa  additional  powers  to  levy  his 
rent — he  has  already  too  much;  but  in  ad- 
dition to  that,  the  poor  man  is  obliged  to 
guard  the  rich  man  by  the  payment  of  tax- 
ation. He  must  give  up  posBession  of  his 
holding  whenever  the  remnant  of  his  pro- 
perty is  sold,  and  when  he  has  no  property, 
but  is  a  etarreling  in  the  land.  What 
Hcurity  can  you  have  against  the  wild 
madness  of  a  wretoh  of  that  description? 
It  ia  likewise  an  additional  stimulant  to 
elear  the  land;  because  a  nan  must  neces- 
■arilybe  a  bad  tenant  when  this  additional 
burden  is  pntnpon  him.  When  the  land- 
lord enters  into  possession,  he  has  not  this 
additional  tax  to  pay,  so  that  he  derives  an 
advantage  from  clearing  it.  In  addition  to 
other  stimulants  to  clear  it,  he  has  the  re- 
ward in  anticipation  of  not  having  this  tax 
to  pay  when  he  has  cleared  the  land  of  his 
tenantry.  The  next  thing  I  quarrel  with 
ia  th»  power  giren  by  this  Bill  to  Airert  iDj 


person  found  in  houses  (not  b«ng  inmates 
thereof  or  travellers)  within  the  proclaimed 
district.  It  enacts  that  any  person  or  per- 
sons found  in  any  procl^med  district  in 
any  house  of  public  resort,  lioenaed  or  un- 
licensed, in  which  malt  liquors  or  spirituooi 
liquors  are  sold  or  consumed,  or  in  any 
house,  shop,  or  other  place  of  public  resort 
wherein  tea,  coffee,  provisions,  liquors,  or 
refreshments  of  any  sort  are  sold  or  con- 
sumed, whether  kept  or  retailed  tberran,  or 
procured  elsewhere  {not  being  there  for 
travellers),  after  one  hoiU'  after  sunset  and 
before  sunrise,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor.  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  houses  will  escape  ?  Why,  even 
the  consumption  of  water  in  a  house 
will  authorize  thero  to  break  into  eueh 
house,  and  into  every  room  of  that  house. 
If  the  person  authoriied  to  enter  a  house  be 
delayed  an  unreasonable  time  (he  is  to 
judge  himself  of  what  is  an  nnreasonablo 
time),  he  has  power  to  break  into  the  house, 
The  rich  man  is  safe,  and  liquors,  and 
coffee,  and  tea  may  be  consumed  in  his 
house;  but  no  poor  man's  house  will  be, 
or  can  bo  possibly  secure  one  moment  from 
being  broken  into.  Is  this,  I  ask,  the  way 
to  make  the  people  respect  tlie  law?  Is 
this  the  way  to  make  them  look  to  the  law 
for  protection  ?  This  is  an  Education  Bill 
— this  new  plan  of  coercion  ;  but  are  they 
likely  to  bo  taught  any  great  reverence  for 
the  law  of  the  land,  when  they  find  armed 
policemen  breaking  into  the  rooms  wher« 
their  wives  and  daughters  are  lying,  under 
the  pretence  of  searching  for  some  person 
Dot  a  regular  inmate  of  it  ?  Now,  let  ma 
remind  the  House  that  it  stands  admitted 
that,  even  in  the  disturbed  counties,  the 
majority  of  the  people  are  free  from  taint, 
but  they  are  not  to  be  free  from  the  tax. 
The  entire  majority  must  pay  the  tax  in 
order  to  get  at  the  gnilty  minority.  Wo 
tax  the  poorest  of  the  people  in  hope  of 
what  ?  In  hope  of  educating  them  to  do- 
tect  persons  who  commit  crime.  Do  you 
think  you  can  ever  succeed  in  that  f  What 
motive  could  they  have  f  You  want  to 
intimidate  them  into  exerting  thansetvea 
to  preserve  the  peace.  On  what  prinoipio 
are  they  to  do  ^at  }  It  has  been  urged  in 
support  of  this  measure,  that  there  was  an 
old  Saxon  law  which  rendered  the  vicinage 
liable  for  oveiy  person  in  it ;  but  let  it  bs 
recollected  that  at  the  time  tiie  ownen 
were  the  principal  men  in  the  district ;  they 
were  armed,  they  hod  the  magistrates,  the 
law,  the  sheriET,  the  power  of  the  county 
with  (hemf  they  bad  the  1^»1  ftutltoiitj  to 
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HTOBt  Brtirj  penon;  bat  -wbxt  legal  antlio- 
litj  hms  the  Iriili  peftMnt,  wh»t  pofie  oo- 
mitatut  own  fao  conuiuuid  ?  The  thing  i> 
WDfonnded  in  prinoiple,  ud  must  be  most 
BuachievouB  in  prutioe.  I  daokre  moBt 
Bolenmlj  I  think  it  will  be  almost  impos- 
Bihle  to  prevent  an  ioBurrection  if  thh  Act 
ba  earned  into  effect.  You  zaa,j  hare  a 
■anguinaiT  warbro  that  can  only  end  in 
ratQ  and  deatruDtion.  The  Irish  people  are 
unarmed,  and  in  jonr  power ;  ther  are 
weak,  and  you  are  strong.  I  would  here 
obHerre,  that  on  looking  over  the  returns 
from  the  two  glorious  battles  lately  fought 
m  India,  that  I  find  a  great  number  of 
Qunes  in  the  list  exactly  resembling  the 
Dames  of  the  cottagers  who  were  dispos- 
Msiod  by  Urt.  Oemrd.  But  to  return  to 
this  Bill.  I  ask,  do  you  hope  to  succeed 
in  it  ?  Oh,  no,  you  can  never  hope  to 
■ueoeed  in  anything  ao  unjust.  Do  not 
■eek  it,  but  make  it  the  uterest  of  the 
Irish  people — thnr  real  interest,  to  keep 
die  peace.  They  will  let  others  live  when 
they  have  the  means  of  liring.  By  this 
Act  of  Parliament  erery  offence  is  made  a 
misdemeanor  only,  though  in  some  Instances 
punishable  by  transportation.  That  is 
done  demgnedly,  of  eoane.  It  U  made 
a  misdemeanor,  and  wby  ?  Beeause  there 
is  no  peremptory  challenge  allowed  to  a 


twenty  challenges;  bnt  ^ough  yon  punish 
him  as  a  felon,  you  taka  away  from  him 
the  priTtlege  he  would  have  if  you  indicted 
him  as  a  felon.  It  is  a  carious  fact  in  the 
histo*7  of  the  law,  that  in  the  reign,  X  be- 
iiere,  of  Bdward  II.,  it  was  enacted  that 


no  person  prosecuting  for  the  Crown  should 
diBjlenn  a  jnror,  ezoept  for  cause;  but 
At  Jai%ei  bare  allowed  the  Crown  to  set 
aside  jurors ;  so  that  the  Crown  has,  in 
(aet,  unlimited  power  of  challenge,  in  de- 
Sanee  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  of  common 
sense,  and  of  common  jastioe.  The  next 
elanse  to  whieb  I  shall  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  is  that  which  makes  being  out 
of  a  dwelling-house  at  forbidden  hoars  a 
Granspoitable  offance,  unless  the  party 
prores  himself  to  bainnooent.  It  is  said  I 
aasented  to  a  similar  elanse  that  will  be 
found  in  the  Statate  of  1835,  I  admit 
at  one*  that  I  did  assent  to  the  Statute 
of  16A0,  and  now  let  us  see  if  it  be 
a  similar  statute.  The  present  Statute 
is  pot  in  force  at  the  disoretion  of  the 
Lord  Lieatenanti  the  Statute  of  1835 
oooM  not  be  put  in  force  except  by  the 
IprewotmeBt  «f  *  gnai  jury,   fiodiBg 


the  district  to  be  distarbed,  and  which 
could  be  traversed,  aa  all  such  present- 
ments can  be.  By  the  Statute  of  1835 
the  aeeusers  were  bound  to  prove  the  gnilt 
of  the  accused;  by  this  Statute  the  accused 
is  bound  to  prove  bis  innocence.  By  the 
Statute  of  1835,  the  punishment  was  fina 
and  imprisonment ;  by  this  Statute  the 
pnnjshment  is  transportation.  It  is  quit« 
fsjr  in  Parliamentary  warfare  for  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  to  quote  Batuard,  as  the 
rig^t  hon.  Oentleman  baa  had  it  «o  often 
quoted  against  himself ;  but  Batuard  ought 
to  be  quoted  correctly,  and  it  cannot  be 
qnoted  against  me  in  the  triumphant  manner 
it  has  been  quoted  against  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  To  those  who  do  not  know  me 
well-~f6r  to  those  who  do  it  is  qnite  un- 
neceasBTf — 1  may  be  permitted  to  say  that 
I  have  done  more  to  prevent  the  perpetra- 
tion of  crime  in  Ireland  than  any  man. 
When  I  was  at  the  Bar,  and  waa  called 
upon  to  act  as  counsel  in  defence  of  White- 
boys,  I  never  on  any  ocoasion  made  use  of 
one  single  expression  in  mitigation  of  such 
description  of  crime,  nor  did  I  ever  enter- 
tain the  idea  of  doing  »o.  I  oas  produce 
incontestable  proof  of  this  from  the  testi- 
mony of  the  drown  Solicitor  who  went  th« 
same  circuit.  I  do  not  deny  the  existence 
of  those  crimes,  but  I  do  propose  the  pror 
per  means  to  put  them  down.  It  is  eunoua 
enough  that  by  the  9th  Clause,  for  the 
puniahment  of  those  found  ont  of  thdr 
houses  at  night,  it  is  enacted  that  they 
shall  be  guilty  of  misdemeanor,  and  tbu 
clause  is  much  relied  on;  but  is  not  crima 
committed  by  day  as  well  as  by  night  t 
Are  not  murders  committed  in  the  open 
day  ?  And  yet  you  propose  to  leave  tb« 
day  for  the  commission  of  crime,  and  to 
apply  the  Coercion  Bill  only  to  the  nigbt. 
Kotbing  afBicts  me  ipore  than  thetitle  of  the 
Bill:  "An  Act  for  the  better  Protection  of 
Life,  and  to  facilitate  the  apprehension  and 
detection  of  Persons  guilty  of  certain  Of- 
fences in  Ireland."  Now,  how  will  it  pro- 
tect life?  No  protection  is  afforded  by  it 
by  day,  bnt  by  increasing  the  constabulary 
force,  which  can  be  effected  by  the  existing 
law.  The  Bill  does  nothing  to  meet  the 
case ;  but  will  make  the  people  more  dis- 
contented-, its  only  effect  will  be  to  creat* 
a  feeling  of  exasperation,  and  make  them 
more  intent  on  the  commisaioa  of  crime. 
What  I  call  upon  the  House  to  do  ia  to 
inaiat  upon  a  strict  investigation  into  the 
cauaes  of  these  crimes,  and  then  to  eradi* 
oata  them  by  the  removal  of  those  aanjea. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  Bill  is  ia  safe  hand*} 
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and  that  abuses  of  its  power  will  not  be 
allowed.  But  let  me  give  the  House  b 
few  instances  of  coses  of  abuse  under  the 
powers  of  former  Acts  by  which  a  district 
was  proclaimed,  and  of  which  the  same 
assertion  was  made.  1  tn&j  observe,  that 
as  for  attacks  bj  night  by  gangs  of  anned 
men,  the  puniabment  of  the  law  for  such 
offences  is  very  serere  at  present.  If  anj 
man  is  found  out  anned  at  night  in  a  dis- 
turbed district,  he  is  adjudged  to  he  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor  ;  and  punished  by  fine, 
imprisonment,  and  whipping.  This  la  not 
lignt  punishment ;  for  I  hsTe  known  in- 
stances under  this  Act  where  men  have 
been  nearly  flogged  to  death.  On  former 
occosionH,  I  referred  to  the  operation  of 
umilar  Acts  of  Parliament,  to  that  now 
proposed  ;  I  will  now  refer  to  evidence  on 
this  subject.  The  following  evidence  will 
show  that  this  is  no  idle  apprehension.  In 
the  Lords'  Report,  1824,  page  259,  Wm. 
F.  Tighe,  Esq.,  county  Kilkenny,  says — 

"  I  ipoke  to  Kvenl  of  the  maftiatratea,  requeit- 
ing  that  they  would  omit,  in  their  application  for 
the  InturrecCiuD  Act.  the  baroBj  of  Ida  and  the 
barony  of  Gownn.  south  of  Thomastown. 

"  You  were  not  aware  of  any  diaturbancM  at 
that  time  in  the  baranf  of  Ida,  or  the  aouthern 
pMt  of  the  baron;  of  Gowran !— 1  was  not. 

"  Do  jou  k|io«  on  what  grounds  the  magistrates 
rewmmetided  the  proclamation  of  either  J  Several 
«f  tbe  ma^iitrate*  told  me  that  if  (hey  did  not 
proclaim  it,  tbe  dluffected  would  take  refuge 
there.  The  ansver  I  made  to  them  waa,  '  Whtni 
they  do  >o.  and  when  it  is  disturbed,  then,  and 
not  till  thea,  apply  to  have  it  proclaimed.'  .... 
I  have  since  received  n  letter  from  my  agent,  in 
which  he  atatea  that  he  baa  aeen  a  notice  poat^ 
in  the  town  of  Inniatiogue,  by  order  of  the  moffis- 
tralea,  prohibiting  all  peraona  from  being  out  after 
nuiset,  and  particularly  the  flshermen.  Hsiiirtlisr 
■tatea  that  it  bii  intention  to  appear  at  the  petty 
•esiions  of  magiati^ten,  to  requeafn  them  to  exempt 
the  fiibermen  from  that  order :  u,  if  they  were 
prevented  from   Bshing   at   night,  the   principal 
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tbey  can  only  fish 

river  {Nore)." 

John  Dunn,  Esq.,  Queen's  County,  page 

423,  says— 

"  I  am  particularly  acquainted  with  that  part  of 
Kilkenny  now  under  proclamation,  adjoining  tba 
IJneen's  County. 

"  Bad  there  been  any  diiturbonce  in  it  at  the 
time  the  Act  waa  put  into  execution ! — Not  in 
the  barony  of  Inniafiidden,  adjaining  the  Qneen'a 
Coout]';  lorn  aware  of  none. 

"  Can  you  state  on  what  groond  it  wai  tbe  In- 
nureetion  Act  was  applied  for  at  itt  as  respects 
that  barony,  and  the  circumstances  attending  it  ? 
— 1  undentond  that  some  few  treei,  some  two  or 
three,  had  boeo  felled  In  tbe  domain  of  Lady  Or- 
nond,  and  1  am  not  aware  oF  any  other  tranaoction 
St  all  that  e«iild  jostiiy  the  ap^icslion  of  ineb  a 


Report  of  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, 1825.— Major  General  R.  Bourlte. 
J.  P.,  Limerick  County,  asked,  p.  331 : — 

"Do  you  recoUeot  the  introduction  of  the  potiM 
in  the  county  of  limerick,  under  the  Peace  Pre- 
acrration  Bill  i—1  do.  There  had  been  a  county 
meeting  held,  at  which  it  waa  reaolvcd  that  the 
state  of  the  county  did  not  then  require  the  intnj- 
duction  of  the  police  -.  and  ahortly  after  that  county 
meeting,  at  tlie  spring  assiiee  fbllowiog.  the  graikd 
jury  applied  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  place  Um 
county  under  tbe  Peace  Presenration  Bill. 

"  And  on  that  application,  notwithatanding  the 
deeiaion  of  the  county  at  large,  the  police  were 
introduced  ? — They  were  introduced. 

"  What  description  of  persons  were  appointed 
to  that  police  ' — Generally  apeaking,  tbey  were 
very  unfit  peraons. 

"  Wsa  tbe  Insurrection  Act  enforced  in  tbow 
baroniea  which  continued  in  a  state  of  tranquillity  t 
— Itwaa.  There  was  a  memorial  sent  up  from  the 
baroniea  of  Clonwilliam,  Owneheg.  and  Croonagh, 
signed  by  nearly  all  the  resident  magiatratea,  by 
moit  of  the  propricton,  and  by  clerg^meu  of  both 
perBuaaions.  staling  the  good  order  and  tranquillity 
that  bad  prevailed,  and  was  prevailing  in  tba  bai- 
rooice,  and  how  hard  it  would  be  to  expoee  the 
occupiers  of  the  land  to  a  very  heavy  tax  under 
tbe  Peace  Preaervation  Bill ;  hut  the  answer  re- 
ceived was,  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  aend 
police  to  the  whole  county,  and  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  aaw  no  reason  for  eioeptinf  tboae 
baronies." 


He  begged  the  attention  of  the  Hoose  (the 
hon.  Member  continued)  to  tbe  fact  that 
under  Lord  Stanley's  Act  the  conn^  of 
Kilkenny  was  proclaimed ;  and  it  was 
thought  convenient  to  introduce  that  Act 
into  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  where  no  dis- 
turbances or  crimes  contemplated  by  this 
Act  had  been  committed.  On  an  explana- 
tion being  asked  of  this,  the  answer  was 
that  it  was  for  the  convenience  of  the  police 
that  tbe  Act  should  extend  to  the  city  of 
Kilkenny.  So,  then,  for  the  sake  of  tbe 
police,  the  city  of  Kilkenny  was  proclaimed, 
and  its  inhabitants  were  exposed  to  all  the 
severe  enactments  of  this  law,  and  this 
without  any  groimd  whatever.  He  wanted 
the  House  not  to  place  such  discredonary 
powers  in  the  hands  of  any  Goremment, 
for  the  bad  use  that  had  been  made 
of  them  might  be  made  again.  It 
might  be  said,  that,  in  consequence  of 
tbe  commission  of  some  hmrid  murders, 
this  was  an  experiment  which  should  be 
tried.  If  no  Coercion  Act  bad  erer  ex- 
isted before,  he  might  listen  to  this  sugges- 
tion ;  if  the  experiment  had  been  tried  on 
once  and  failed,  he  might  be  induced  to  try 
it  again  :  even  if  it  had  failed  a  second  and 
a  third  dme,  there  might  he  some  reason 
in  asking  to  try  it  once  more;  but  they 
had  had  Coercion  Acts  seventeen  times 
since  th^  Union,  And  tbey  Jiad  unifoiml; 
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failed.  Such  are  some  of  the  blesaings  of 
the  Uoion.  SometimeB  the  Coeroion  Bill 
wu  divided  into  two  parta;  but  the  list 
which  ho  was  about  to  read  gave  an  ac- 
curate statement  on  the  subject.  Tbe 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  read  the  fol- 
lowing document : — 

"  ISOl,  two  Coercion  Aeti ;  1803,  Julf,  two 
Aat* :  1803,  Deeeiiiber,  two  Aota ;  1805,  Fsbruur, 
one  Act;  .  ISOT,  Angnit.  two  AeU  ,-  1814,  Jul]', 
onoActi  181T,  June,  oae  Aot :  1883,  Pebruarj, 
twoAoti;  1833,  M&rch,  one  Act:  1831,  October, 
one  Act :  1833,  April,  on«  Aat ;  Aaguit,  one  Act ; 
total,  aerenteen  diffenut  Aati.  ObMrre,  Ibat  tbe 
Snt  of  these  AcU  in  1801  wu  intituled  -An  Act 
for  tbsMtitectian  ofHis  Majeatr'a  Subjeotiin  Irr- 
luid.  Tbe  HkbcM  Corpua  Act  wu  auspended 
from  the  Union  antil  IBOS,  wben  the  Whiga  al- 
lowed it  to  reriTe.  Suspended  again  &om  1807 
to  1810 :  again  from  1814  to  1818 ;  again  from 
I8S3  to  1638 ;  again  from  1839  to  1391 ;  again 
from  1833  to  1836." 

By  soTeral  of  theae  Acts  trial  by  jory  was 
ab<^hed;  regarding  insorrectionary crimes, 
»  benob  of  magistrates,  with  a  King's 
counsel,  were  authorized  to  transport  for 
any  sucb  offence.  This  was  hot  a  dead 
letter.  Now,  were  all  these  instances  to 
be  regarded  as  experiments  ?  Under  these 
Acts  all  the  social  guarantees  were  trampled 
tmdar  foot,  trial  by  jury  was  superseded, 
and  the  powers  of  tbe  magistracy  were  in-  ^ 
ereoaed  to  a  most  alarming  extent.  But ' 
did  this  put  a  stop  to  crime  ?  A  lull  mishit 
be  created  for  a  short  time,  but  after  it 
passed  there  was  always  an  increase  of 
crime.  It  appeared,  then,  that  this  was  a 
process  which  tbey  were  called  on  to  go 
on  with.  Tho  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
James  Graham)  said  that  Iiord  Stanley's 
Bill  had  been  carried  into  effect,  and  suc- 
ceeded. Was  this  so  ?  Lord  Stanley's 
Bill  was  not  acted  upon.  It  originated  in 
the  dbturbances  respecting  the  collection 
of  dtbei.  The  Government  had  taken  up 
tbe  tithe  campaign,  and  had  filled  the  bar- 
rack-yards with  the  crops  of  the  tenantry 
which  had  been  distrained  for  tithes.  The 
Bill  passed,  but  what  did  the  Qovemment 
do  ?  The  first  thing  was  to  put  an  end  to 
the  tithe  campaign.  The  distraints  for , 
tithes  ceased,  and  the  claims  of  the  clergy 
were  bought  off,  and  thus  tbe  people  were 
relieved  from  tbe  payment  of  tithes.  The 
Government  agreed  to  advance  one  million 
to  pay  off  the  arrears  of  tithes ;  and  when  it 
was  proposed  in  that  House  tbe  right  hon. 
Baronet  {Sir  R.  Peel]  called  it  a  vulgar 
expedient  to  settle  the  question.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  more  than  18,0001.  costs 
which  had  been  incurred  were  forgiven  or 
paid  off.    Then  the.  Bill  for  changiDg  the 
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direct  payment  of  tithes  into  a  rent-ehargo 
passed,  and  the  people  were  conciliated  to 
a  considerable  extent  by  it.  If  it  did  not 
go  BO  far  as  it  ought,  it  at  any  rate  showed 
a  conciliatory  disposition  on  the  paft  t^ 
the  Government.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  not 
again  impute  the  change  that  took  place  to 
Lord  Stanley's  Bill  on  the  maxim  poet  hoe, 
ergo  propter  hoc.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  speak  harshly  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man;  on  tbe  contrary,  bis  wish  was  to 
avoid  anything  of  the  kind.  Tbe  first 
thing,  however,  the  present  Government 
did  when  they  came  into  office  was  to 
adopt  a  change  of  system,  and  tbe  right 
hon.  Baronet  declared  that  concession  to 
Ireland  bad  reached  its  limits.  He  did 
not  now  reproach  the  right  bon.  Baronet 
for  the  USB  of  the  eipression,  for  it  had 
been  withdrawn  with  great  manliness.  He 
did  not  blame  him  for  inconsistency  ijx 
changing  his  opinion.  When  such  a  change 
took  place  in  opinion  as  happened  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  it  only  showed  that  he 
was  a  wiser  man  to-day  than  he  was  yei< 
terday.  He  would  do  justice  to  tbe  right 
hoD.  Gentleman,  and  say — Yon  did  not 
shrink  from  any  change  of  opinira,  how- 
ever it  might  aiiect  you,  when  you  thought 
it  your  duty — you  performed  a  great  duty 
to  England :  in  the  name  of  Heaven  why 
not  do  BO  to  Ireland  ?  Why  not  try  other 
means  with  that  cotmtry  than  coercion  1 
He  did  not  wish  to  dwell  on  the  injuBtioe 
of  England  to  Ireland,  but  still  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  no  country  had  suf- 
fered so  much  from  another;  but  he  woidd 
say,  let  all  this  be  buried  in  oblivion,  and  put 
the  people  of  both  countries  on  an  equably, 
and  deal  with  Ireland  as  they  dealt  with 
England.  He  would  say — Protection  to 
all,  injustice  to  none;  and  give  equal  rights 
and  franchises  to  the  people  of  Irdand 
with  those  which  yon  yourselves  eryoy. 
The  various  Acts  you  have  passed  to  tran- 
quillize Ireland  nave  been  insufficient — 
your  coercive  laws  have  fuled;  the  argu- 
ment, therefore,  was  inviting  to  a  concilia 
tory  process.  They  must  nave  observed 
what  was  done  in  the  way  of  conciUation 
by  tbe  Whigs,  and  the  effect  it  produced; 
but  there  had  been  a  recoil  since  Gentle- 
men opposite  came  into  power  :  crime  hod 
diminished  during  their  day,  but  crime  had 
increased  since.  Qod  forbid  that  he  should 
accuse  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of  this  ! 
but  he  charged  them  with  not  looking  suf- 
ficiently to  the  state  of  Ireland  and  the 
erimes  thereof.  One  of  tbtnn  opposite,  with 
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ft  halo  uvund  his  name,  afforded  an  in-  Report,    1824,  p.   3S0,)  gave  this'  eri- 

Btance  of  this,  and  showed  that  he  was  a  dence  :— 

■adlj  bad  politician.      He  had  read  aeon-  "  Will  TmdeMrilwtotheCoDiiiittae,  gennaUj', 

venation  which  hod  occurred  in  aomo  other  tho  condition  of  the  people,  and  their  babiti  of 

place,   and  it  had   appeared  in  the  news-  lifing'"     "  In  the  part  of  tho  countrj  (coontr 

!....»..    .-  1  u^   n»—  ■«  ;il„.»««...  -~™n  ^t  Cork  that  I  ua  bert  acquamled  witli,  the  Condi- 

papera,  and.  so  saw  an  illustrious  name  or    -•      'r.i   _     i.  ■  ,v .  lu  . 

r^r^     '                                         ,                    .  tion  of  the  people  IB  the  very  wont  that  can  po>- 

«ne   Of  the  parties,   to   whom   aentiments  ably  be.   Nothia'^  can  be  wane  than  tho  eoadiUM 

were  attributed,  which  moat  be  regarded  as  of  tlio  lower  elasua  of  tbe  tsbouren,  and  the 

bemg  moat  calamitous,  that  he  should  talk  t™«"  »"  not  mnob  bettor ;    (381)  the)  ban 

Of  tbe  prosperity  of  Ireland,  and  that  die  w-U^B  'hate'"-,  I  think,  bat  the  poUtoe.  Mrf 

.      *,  .,'.     '     .                     ,1      .  water — ther  leldoin  have  aalt. 

trade  of  that  country  was  on  the  increase,  „.  ,     „       „     t,     ,     ,„              ,  „ 

and  that  its  importa  and  ejiports  were  on  |^'§^*  ^^IkS'"  ^"^'^  (Commons  Report, 

iheincrenae.     Since  then  there  had  been  IH-^o.  P- -JUS)  :— 

,f  exports  without  a  correspond-  .. "  ^'  "  ""  **'^,  "^i't-'T".^^  "  ^°" 

.  f          .          ,w,                 -r ,  ,  dioeeK  ? — I  can  »fclj  Rata   to   tbe  Gonuutte* 

ot  imports.      Where  could  be  ,h,t  ^i^  g^rtent  and  inteniitr  of  thoir  diittea  is 

have  been  all  this  time,  and  not  look  to  tbe  greater  than  anir  language  can  desoribe ;  and  that 

nidence    around   him?     He    could   have  l  think  the  liToiofinaay  huadredi  of  them  ace 

taken  no  notice  of  the  reporU  of  the  Com-  ^"^  °^''  "l«>rtened  by  thii  great  dUtrew." 

mittee  on  the  state  of  that  countrj,  and  of  Hon.    Gentlemen  talked  of  murders,  hnt 

the  evidence  which  bad  been  collected.    If  were  not  those  murders  of  the  worst  de- 

tbese  books  were  consulted,  it  would  be  Bcription  ?    The  witness  proceeded  : — 

Men  that  no  people  in  Europe  were  in  so  "It  alio  enerralee  their  minda,  and  penlyMa 

necessitons  a  slate  as  the  people  of  Ireland.  ^'^  energie.,  and  learea  them  iaoapable  of  almost 

It  appeared  that    7,000,000  out  of  the  "*  "^^"^  '"'*"'°"- 

8,200,000  of  tho  population  were  engaged  P^S*  206.  describing  the  state  in  which 

in  agriculture,  and  most  of  them  were  in  a  »•>'"«  of  the  peasontiy  exist  :~ 

■tate  of  distress.      He  would  now  proceed  "  ^ni  be  dnigi  oat  an  enttraco  that  it  wen 

to  show  what  was  the  state  of  the  popula-  ^'  it  were  terminated  in  any  way  than  to  bi 

.,         p  ..1    .           ^       e         .,          -i'  '       ■■  continued  m  the  manner  It  u. 

thin  of  that  country,  from  the  evidence  of  „  ^    ,    „        „             „    ,        „,„ 

Alexander  Nimmo,  Esq.,  civil  engineeer.  «■  De  U  Cow,  Esq.  co.  Cork,  p.  548  :— 

The  hon.  Gentleman   read    tbe  following  1^  .".  '^   condition  of  tbe  peasantry  t 

extract   from    the    Report   of  the   Lorda^  -Wretehed  m  the  extreme. 

Committee  of  1824,  to  inquire  into  tho  ^age  o49  :— 

State  of  Ireland  naira  226: —  "  Aretb«h«biUtionaoftiiepeojJeiBibateoiint«7 
•iceedlngly    miKrable  t  —  Miinable,  with  very 

"  Your  profeuional  iotertonne  with  Ireland  hai  Giw  eicepUons." 

^ven  you  the  mean,  of  general  acc^informi^  The   Report  of  the   Select  Committee  of 

tionon  the  state  of  tbe  peasantry  of  that  country!  mnn    .  .      /      ii        "'-^'  *'"""""••«»  v» 

,, ,,                       .,    ,   ,'v             .        >  1830  states  (p.  4): — 

"  I  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  the  peasantry.    1  ^'      ' 

kBTo  Kmietimes  slept  in  their  oabioa,  and  bad  &•■  "  ^■t  ■  "^  ooosiderable  pn^ortion  of  tb« 

qaent  intereourw  with   them,  especially  in  the  population  {varionsly  estimated   at  a  fourth  or 

sooth  and  west  of  Irebnd.  "^  of  the  whole)  it  conaidered  to  be  out  of  ein- 

■'  I  conoeir.  the  peasantry  in  IreUnd  to  be.  in  P'*"™^'  I  ^KJ^'JT^^^  ""L-""i  ""^T 

ataost  thelow™? po«ible  state  of  sx-  VTTJ'^I^'^Z^  f  'T;**^f  u '  " 

>nce  ;  their  cabin,  are  in  themost   miserable  ""^  »"  produce  m»wy  and  .uflhnng  whlsh  no 

condition,  s-d their  food  i.  potatoes  with  wate,^  l«np..gec«i  po.«hlyd«cr,b.  and  whjeh  .t  i.  ne- 

v«7  often    without    anything    .l.^frBi„«,tIy  «»»^  to  Witneu  m  order  fiilly  to  e«unate." 

witluiut  ult,  and  1  hare  frequently  had  occasion  He  begged  the  particular  attention  of  the 

to  meet  psrsana  who  begged  of  ms  on  their  knee..  House  to  thia  (p.  T' 


Cdei 


e  of  God,  to  give  them  some  promise  of 


"  The  sHuatioD  of  the  ejeoted  tcoantry,  e 


employment,  that  from  the  credit  of  that  they  .,.     *"  moawm  W  the  eject 

Mi^ht  get  the  means  of  Mipporting   tbemselm  ^"^  ."'"'■f  •*''««' '"  P"  "P  "^  "P^.  ^'^^■ 

faTa fei months,  untU  I  couUemploy  them."  ^8*  '".  ""^   to  promote  the  o^solidation  «C 
arma,  is  neoeuarUj  most  deploimble.    It  would 

The  following  was    the    evidence    of   W.  ^  impossible  for  language  to  canrsy  an  idea  of 

H.  W.  Newenham,  Esq.  before  tbe  Com-  ^'*^'^^^*^'^h^'^**^  ^~"^ 

,  n  -..        1  on  1         tnn  '^ave  been  reduoed,  or  of  tbe  disease,  muerr,  or 

mons    Committee,  1824,  p.  300  :—  „^^  ^cs  which  they  have  propagated  in    the 

•■  Is  tbe  condition  ofthe  people  very  badinr»-  lownj  where  they  have  settled  r  so  that  not  only 

■pect  to  the  means  of  sohsitlence.  and  bouses,  and  "^^  ""  *""  been  ejected  hare  been  rendered 

Amb  1  —  Eicepting   where   a   gentleman',  own  "iserablo,  bnt  they  have  carried  with  them  an4 

residence  is,  particnlarly  so.    I  hare  seen  nvenU  l»opag»ted  Ihatmisery.    They  have  inoreased  tha 

•ounthes,  and  tnevar  saw  any  peasantiT  BO  badly  steok  of  labour— they  have  rendenid  tbe  babita. 

jjT"  tions  of  tbose   who  havo  received  them   mora 
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MHrttatbef^utdsUnwBnBrDfrieaMidliuqiiitj, 
to  pnxmre  Butniiilencii ;  but  nbM  ii,  perhaps,  ths 
moit  punfid  of  all,  a  vut  number  of  then  ham 
peiiibedof  wuit." 

Sueli  was  the  effect  of  the  ejectment  of  te- 
iuntiy  in  Ireland.  He  would  not  quote 
individual  instances  of  misery  arising  from 
this  ooune,  but  should  refer  to  general 
cridenoe  bb  to  the  miBerv  of  the  people, 
and  as  to  those  absolutely  dying  from  want. 
This  was  the  evidence  of  Br.  Doyle,  and 
other  creditable  witnesses.  He  would  now 
refer  to  Lord  Devon's  Report — adocument 
from  wluch  the  Oovemment  could  not 
■brink,  he  was  sure,  and  no  one  would 
charge  that  noble  Lord  and  his  Colleagues 
with  exaggeration.  In  that  Beport  it  was 
Stated — 

"That  the  agricultural  labourera  of  Ireland 
raBbr  the  greatest  priTations  and  hardshipa  ;" 
that  "  th^;  depend  upon  pT«cariouB  and  chbusI 
•mployment  for  lubBisteDce  ;"  that  "  thaj  are 
badlj  housed,  badly  fed,  badly  clothed,  and  badly 
paid  fbr  th^  labour;"  that  "  it  vould  be  impos- 
nble  t«  deHiribo  adequately  the  suilferings  and 
privatloDB  which  the  cottiers  and  labourers  and 
tkaa  Ikmiliei  id  moat  part  of  the  oonatry  eaduni ;" 
that "  in  many  diatricta  their  only  food  ia  the  po- 
tato, their  only  beverage  water  ;"  that  "  their 
eabbis  are  seldom  a  protection  against  the 
weather;"  that  "  a  bed  or  a  blanket  is  a  rare 
huary ;"  and  that  "  nearly  in  all,  their  pig  and 
their  manure  heap  eonstitute  their  only  property:" 
that  "  a  large  proportion  of  the  entire  population 
eomei  within  the  deiignation  of  agricultoral  la- 
bourers, and  endure  sufferinga  greater  than  the 
people  of  any  other  couDtry  in  Europe  have  to 

He  would  remind  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  J.  Graham)  that  he  had  stated  that 
the  number  and  atrocity  of  the  murders  in 
Ireland  was  a  blot  upon  ChriHtianity  :  was 
not  each  a  state  of  things  as  he  had  just 
described  a  Uot  upon  Christianity  ?  This, 
be  it  recollected,  was  forty-five  years  after 
the  0nion,  during  which  time  Ireland  had 
been  under  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try, which  had  reduced  its  population  to 
■  worse  condition  than  that  of  any  ether 
Miuitry  in  Europe.  That  was  the  work  of 
die  British  Parliament.  They  had  go- 
Temed  Ireland.  But  what  was  the  testi- 
mony borne  with  regard  to'  the  character 
of  the  Irish  people  ?  There  was  once  an 
Englishman,  Attorney  General  of  Ireland, 
who  said  that  the  Irish  people  were  the 
fondest  of  submitdng  to  impartial  justice 
of  any  pflc^le  upon  earth;  that  they  looked 
not  to  any  advantage  to  themselves  in  eo- 
fng  to  law,  BO  much  as  to  the  strict  justice 
of  the  case.  But  he  would  proceed  to 
mora  recMit  times :  he  would  give  the 
Honae  some  specimenB  of  the  modem  cKa- 
TMter  of  the  Iiish  peoplsi  from  the  eri- 


dence  published  with  the  reporta  lud  be> 
fore  Parliament  on  this  subject.  He  need 
not  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Bonmet,  who 
had  himself  admitted  the  patient  eDdurance 
of  the  Irish  people.  The  Devon  Commis- 
sion also  spoke  of  the  some  fact;  and  Boid 
that  the  patience-  and  the  endurance  of  the 
pet^le  deserved  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment. But  the  mere  admission  of  that 
patience  and  endurance  would  not  do :  they 
should  have  deeds  and  not  words.  They 
hod  a  strong  case;  and  if  they  desired  to 
serve  that  people,  they  shoidd  recollect 
that  it  would  require  a  powerful  hand  and 
a  manly  tone  and  temper — he  would  say 
a  tone  and  temper  dignifying  to  human 
nature,  to  stand  over  such  an  amount  of 
human  misery,  and,  as  it  were  hy  a  touch 
of  tiio  wand,  to  turn  that  wont  into  comfort 
and  happiness.  But  to  enable  them  to 
ascertain  how  they  should  proceed,  he 
would  read  some  extracts  for  them  in  order 
that  they  might  understand  the  people 
whom  they  had  to  deal  vrith.  They  wor« 
told  that  the  urgency  of  the  case  alone 
justified  this  sweeping  imxiad  upon  die 
Constitution.  The  Irish  people  were  dealt 
with  as  a  nation  of  assassins  whom  the 
ordinary  laws  of  civilized  nations  could  not 
restrain.  Was  that  their  true  character  t 
Let  the  evidence  on  the  records  of  Parlia- 
ment testify.  Major  Warburton,  upon 
his  examination  before  the  Solect  Com- 
mittee of  the  Commons,  1824  (Report, 
page  154},  is  asked— 

"  Are  any  oiroumrtances  in  your  knoiriedge  con- 
cerning the  oniiety  of  the  population  to  b«  em- 
ployed ? — I  have  known  at  t2ikc  period  (the  time 
of  diatress)  that  nny  person,  In  &0t,  that  oould 
afford  to  give  the  people  one  meal  a  day  oould  get 
their  labour  for  it. 

"  Ore  meal  of  what  f— One  meal  of  food  of 
any  kind.    I  believe  there  were  instancea  of  it. 
W.  W.  Beecher,  Esq.  (same  Rep«t,  1824, 
page  195)— 

"  I  think  it  (■ubmisslvenesa  towardi  persons  in 
a  higher  atatlon)  is  oarried  beyond  pnqwr  respeot, 
and  that  it  la  more  than  ia  Jnatifled,  I  think  they 
haie  been  unused  to  Sitr  dealing  from  the  upper 
ordera  ;  and  that,  if  they  get  it,  they  are  aston- 
ished and  gratified  beyond  nieaaura. 

"  la  there  not,  at  the  same  time,  a  strong  at- 
taahment  on  the  part  of  the  tenantry  towards 
their  landlords  In  cases  where  they  conceive  they 
have  been  well  used  f — Very  strong." 
R.  Griffith,  Esq.,  Civil  Engineer  (some  Re- 
port, page  231] — 

"  Do  yon  conceive  that  if  an  KngKih  nutloman 
were  to  engage  in  the  investment  of  capiUU  in  anj 
commereial  or  manufacturing  speculation  In  the 
centre  of  that  very  district,  or  the  most  disturbed 
part  of  it,  that  they  would  be  in  any  hatard,  per^ 
tonal  or  otberwb*  {—I  think  neither  UuMlf  nor 
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the  propertj'  would  be  in  an;  luuinl,  provided  he 
tTMted  the  people  justly,  and  paid  them  &irly." 
John  Dunne,  Eeq.,  Queen's  County  [same 
Report,  page  284} — 

"  Generall;  ipekkiiig,  in  their  diipotition  orderly 
uid  quiet  ? — GenerKlly  ape&lUDg,  it  is  so  ;  and  to 
the  ir>Dt  of  employment  1  attribute,  in  a  great 
measure,  much  of  our  unhappy  itnte. 

"  la  there  a  great  aniiety  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  be  employed  !— The  greateit  poiaible ; 
tbe  anaiety  of  Uic  creatures  to  be  employed  tor 
any  kind  of  remuneration  is  wondertuLly  ^reat. 

"  Are  they  industrious  ? — Very  induslrious,  in- 
deed, if  they  can  onlj'  get  employment." 

BeT.  John  Collins,  P.  P.,  Skibbereen, 
county  Cork  (same  Report,  1824,  page 
337)— 

*'  Tbe  people  feel  they  exist  more  by  tufTeraDce 
than  by  law  ;  but  whenever  they  are  treated 
kindly  they  are  grateful,  because  they  think  the 
klndneu  eitrKOrdinary,  and  Che  result  of  natural 
benevolence  rather  than  of  the  law." 
Jtunea  Lawler,  Esq.,  J. P.,  county  Kerry 
(same  Report,  page  439) — 

"  There  U  no  person  more  anenabla  to  the 
lair  than  the  Iriah  peasantry,   if  tbey  are  left 

"  When  they  find  the  intention  is  to  deal  juitly 
and  reuonably  with  them ! — They  are  the  easiest 
.    in  the  world  to  manage,  althuugb  they  are  rery 
wretched. 

"  Are  they  industrioua — do  they  work  hard  ? 
— They  are  the  moat  induatrioua  people  in  the 

"  Are  they  kind  and  charitable  towards  each 
other!  —  Their  charity  ii  unbounded  tuwardi 
each  otiier :  they  alirayi  gire  something,  more 
or  leaa,  according  to  their  means." 
Archbishop  of  Cnshel  (Lords'  Committee, 
1825;  Report,  page  278}— 

"  Does  not  your  Grace  think,  from  the  expe- 
rience you  baie  bad  of  the  common  people  of 
Ireland,  that  tbey  are  very  grateful  for  any  be- 
neflt  conferred  upon  them,  and  disposed  to  sub- 
mit to  the  authority  of  their  auperiora,  when 
treated  with  justice  ?~Certainly,  their  gratitude 
ia  great ;  they  are  occuatomed  to  aet  from  im- 
mediate fseling  and  impulse,  and  very  much  dis- 
posed to  reoeite  every  &Tonr  with  a  reapectful 
gratitude  almost  bordering  on  excess." 
Colonel  W.  J.  Curry,  Agent  to  Duke  of 
Deronahire  (Commons'  Committee,  1825; 
Report,  page  300) — 

"  Do  you  find  tbe  lower  orders  of  the  Irish, 
with  whom  you  deal,  in  general  a  grateful  claas 
of  persona  ? — They  appear  extremely  grateful  at 
the  moment,  and  I  hare  no  reason  to  anppose 
they  feel  ungrateful  at  any  time.  I  think  they 
are,  in  general,  a  very  grateful  people. 

"In  general,  do  you  find  them  easy  to  be 
gOTemed  f — Cratainly,  very  easy  to  be  governed." 
Earl  Kingston  (Lords'  Report,  1825,  page 
431)— 

"  Is  thers  ■  deaira  to  seek  emphiyment  where  it 
oan  be  found ! — A  vast  desire ;  they  will  work  tar 
tajtibiiig,  wbat«v«T  they  ean  get.      I  have  had 
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scmie  offered  to  me  for  5d.  a  day,  itont,  able 
men,  and  gUd  to  get  it." 

J.  S.  Rochfort,  Esq.,  county  Carlow,  (game 
Report,  page  453} : — 

"  Ko  man  in  Ireland,  be  lie  ever  so  poor,  re- 
fuses anything  to  the  travoUiog  beggar. 

"  Hare  you  obnerred  among  the  lower  classes 
of  Ireland  a  great  feeling  of  charity  and  kindness  t 
— I  believe  if  they  had  Ijut  one  dinner  they 
would  share  it  with  a  travelling  beggar. 

"  You  conceire  that  benevolence  is  a  strong  in- 
gredient in  the  Iriah  peasant! — A  very  itrong  in- 
gredient." 

That  was  the  evidence  of  of  a  gentleman 
of  very  strong  political  feelings,  ivhich,  if 
anything  would  have  influenced  him  in 
giving  his  evidence  ])ut  truth  and  justice, 
would  have  inclined  him  to  speak  against, 
and  not  in  favour  of  the  popular  side.  Tbe 


evidence  went  o 


"  Do  you  attribute  it  (vii.,  any  misconduct  or 
lawlessness)  to  any  detect  of  natural  eharacter.  or 
to  political  circumitanaes  acting  atrongly  on  hia 
feeiinga  ! — Certainly  not  to  hia  natural  character, 
but  Co  the  politick  circumstancei  in  which  he  is 

James  Cropper,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  Mer- 
chant, (same  Report,  p.  688)  : — 

"  What  was  the  object  of  f  our  viiit  to  Ireland  t 
— To  SCO  the  sui«  of  the  country,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  what  was  the  best  means  of  relieving  the 

Page  691  :— 

"  Did  you  observe  in  Ireland  whether  there  was 
any  aniiety  on  the  suhjeot  of  education  on  the 
part  of  the  people  ? — Yes  ;  in  all  my  inquiries  I 
received  the  same  answer,  that  the  aniiety  for 
education  waa  very  great. 

"  Which  do  you  consider,  the  English  or  tbe 
Irish  peasantry,  to  he  more  desirous  ofeducation  f 
—I  should  think  the  Iriah  peasantry." 

John  Wiggins,  Esq.,  (an  English  gentle- 
man). Land  Agent  (Select  Committee, 
Commons.  1830):  — 

"  3963.  Do  you  think  there  is,  on  the  part  of 
the  Irish  peasantry,  a  spirit  of  industry,  and  an 
aniiety  to  improve,  that  ean  be  relied  upon  as  a 
means  of  erenlually  bettering  their  condition  ! — I 
certainly  do.  1  think  they  are  energetic  and  in- 
dustrious, whenever  they  see  any  prospect  of  their 
industry  tending  tb  their  own  comfort. 

"  3094.  The  ef^ts  I  have  witnessed  are  really 
extraordinary  ;  people  bringing  nmnre  from  tlw 
■ea  on  their  backs,  up  extraordinary  clifib,  such 
as  an  Englishman  would  not  &ncy  to  be  acoesai- 
ble,  and  I  give  them  artdit  for  infinite  periever- 
ance  in  these  waya.  I  have  sseo  pieeea  of  land 
cultivated  that  it  would  be  thought  scarcely  possi- 
ble to  got  at  here  (in  En^and). 

"  1060.  Do  you  moolleot  tbe  bilnre  of  the 
crop  in  1821  ! — I  do. 

"  4D61.  Was  there  not  a  very  great  pressure 
upon  diflerant  parts  of  Kerry,  at  that  time,  from 
that  failure  I — Very  considerable.  I  think  out  of 
a  population  of  130,000  in  Kert7,  170,000  wera 
reported  to  bare  been  destitute  of  the  means  ^ 
nbslstenoa  lor  tbe  DMnent ;  uid  it  ought  to  bf 
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.nmutod,  to  the  credit  of  tha  people,  tlut  not  a' 
■ingle  depredMion  on  property  took  place." 
Iq  his  Second  Report  upon  Poor  Laws, 
Ur.  Nicholls  states  (paragraph  31),  that 
in  Donegal — 

"  there  na  no  GmplDjmeat  for  tho  f oung  people, 
nor  relief  ftr  the  aged,  nor  means  nor  opportunity 
fhr  remoring  their  aurplua  numbers  to  wme  more 
eligible  spot ;  they  oould  only,  therefore,  live  on 
hoping,  na  the;  wiid,  that  timei  might  mend,  nnd 
their  laodlonk  irould  sooner  or  later  da  something 
fer  them.  Tet  with  all  this  suffering,  no  disturb- 
ance or  Mt  of  violence  has  occurred  in  Donegal. 
Daring  the  severe  privations  otlait  summer,  when 
numbOTS  were  actuiUlr  in  want  of  sustenance, 
there  was  no  dishonesty,  no  plundering.  Tho  peo- 
ple starved,  but  thaj  would  not  steal ;  and  al- 
thmgh  their  little  stocii  of  cattle  and  moveables 
has  been  Dotoriousl]'  lessening  these  last  four 
years,  and  eipecially  in  the  last  year,  wliich  seems 
to  have  swallowed  up  nearly  all  their  visible  means, 
tbey  have  yet  paid  their  rents.  The  occupier's 
•hare  of  the  produce  has  been  insufficient  tor  his 
■iippOTt,  yet  the  landlord's  share  has  generally  been 
paid  in  fliU." 

He  would  cite  again  the  Devon  C'ommis- 
fiionere  (Devon  Report,  page  12) : — 

'*  Our  personal  experience  and  observations 
doring  our  inquiry  have  afforded  us  a  melancholy 
ronBrmation  of  these  ntatcments.  Andwecannot 
forbear  eipressing  our  strong  sense  of  tho  patient 
endoranee  which  the  labouring  chuses  have  gene- 
rally exhibited  tmder  sutterings,  greater,  we  be- 
lieve, than  tho  people  of  any  other  country  in  Eu- 
rope have  to  sustain." 
And  at  page  36,  already  quoted  : — 

"  Up  to  this  period,  any  improvement  that  may 
have  taken  pbico  is  attributable,  almost  entirely, 
to  the  habits  of  temperanco  in  which  they  have  so 
generally  persevered,  and  not,  we  grieve  to  say,  to 
any  tooreued  demand  ibr  their  labour." 

Such  were  the  people  that  the  House  had 
to  deal  with — Buch  were  the  people  that 
thej  had  to  legislate  for.  If  tliey  treated 
them  with  justice,  the  House  might  be 
sure  of  their  gratitude  and  heartjf  co-oper- 
ation ;  hut  he  would  sajr,  let  them  not, 
when  they  asked  for  bread,  be  given  a 
stone  or  a  serpent.  He  regretted  exceed- 
ingly that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  delay 
tiie  House  so  long;  but  he  felt  it  necessary, 
in  the  next  place,  to  refer  to  evidence  in 
support  of  the  causes  of  the  disturbances 
existing  in  Ireland.  Francis  Blackburne, 
Esq.,  E.C.,  at  present  Lord  Chief  Justice 
of  Ireland,  appointed  to  administer  Insur- 
rection Act  (Lords'  Committee,  1824,  Re- 
port, p.  4],  said — 

"  On  the  property  of  Lord  Stradbroiic,  in  comity 
Limerick,  there  were  forty  or  flfiy  £imilies :  the 
whole  of  that  nnmerous  body,  consisting  of  persons 
of  all  ages,  and  both  sexes,  wns  dispossessed,  .ind 
their  houses  prostrated ;  they  were,  generally 
speaking,  destitute  of  the  means  of  support,  and 
unless  relieved  by  people  from  charitable  mo( ' 
2  do  sot  know  what  was  to  become  of  (hem. 
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cireumstanoe  created  a  good  deal  of  irritation 

effects  in  endangering  the  public  peace.    This  is 
.  a  singular  case  i  the  same  thing  to  a  greater 
less  degree  is  generally  prevalent  in  the  whole 
of  the  country." 

Page  7. — "  Will  you  state  what,  in  your  opinion, 
the  ultimate  source  oF  discontent  in  Ireland  ! — 
Tc  Butreme  misery  and  wretchedness  of  the  popn- 
lation :  the  great  mass  of  the  population  i*  in  a 
)  of  poverty,    destitute  of  employment,  and, 
inlly  speaking,    destitute  of    what,    in   this 
country,  would  be   considered  the  comforts  and 
necessaries  of  life.     It  is  a  subject  on  whicb  an 
Englishman  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  the  ma- 
terials even  for  belief." 

The  state  of  Ireland  was  so  bad,  that  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench 
declares  it  is  a  subject  on  which  an  EngUsh- 
lan  can  scarcely  bo  said  to  have  the  mate- 
ials  of  belief.  In  all  this  the  House  would 
observe  that  he  was  not  at  all  alluding  to 
the  recent  calamity  that  had  befallen  the 
country  in  the  potato  disease.  All  this 
evidence  had  been  given  long  before  that 
misfortune  had  been  thought  of  or  knows. 
But  he  would  proceed : — Major  Thomas 
Powell,  Inspector  of  Constabulary,  Leinster 
district,  said,  (p.  165)  :— 

"  In  the  Queen's  County,  where  the  collieries 
are  in  full  work,  there  is  no  instance  of  any  out- 
rage committed  in  that  part  of  tho  country.  Gene- 
rally are  there  more  disturbances  where  there  is 
most  poverty  and  misery  f — Certainly  ;  for  in- 
stance, in  the  barony  of  Galmoy  there  is  not  a  re- 
sident gentleman  in  the  whole  bareny,  and  that  is 
one  of  the  most  disturbed." 

Major  General   Richard  Bourke,   J.    P., 

county  Limerick  (Commons'  Committee, 
1825,  p.  313):— 

"  In  the  event  of  re-cntr?  (on  termination  of 
leases),  are  you  aware  what  becomes  of  the  sur- 
plus population  f' — I  hardly  know  ;  there  are  in- 
stances where  they  have  been  sent  off  the  land, 
and  have  hutted  thcmselTes  upon  bogs  and  other 
uncultivated  places  ;  and  some  of  them  go  wander- 
ing about  the  country. 

"  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  system  of  dimi- 
nishing the  number  of  tenants  is  generally  aoted 
upon,  on  tho  termination  of  all  the  leases  in  that 
part  of  Ireland  1 — I  should  say  it  is  uaiversdlf 
acted  upon. 

"  Does  not  that  produce  a  great  deal  of  misery  ? 
— A  great  deal  of  miser?.  It  has  led  to  mur- 
der, burning  of  houses,  and  leTeral  other  out- 
rages." 

Matthew Barrington,  Esq.,  Crown  Solicitor, 
(same  Report,  p.  574)  : — 

"What  do  you  consider  to  have  been  the  imme- 
niate  cause  of  the  outrages  which  have  taken  pbco 
in  Munater  ? — I  think  the  attachment  to  land  and 
change  of  possession  has  been  one  cause,  the  collec- 
tion of  tithes  by  proctors,  and  an  unomptoyeil  po- 

Rohert  Smith,  Esq. ,  Clerk  of  Pence,  county 
Monaghan  (Commons'  Committee,  1830, 
Q.  2930) :— 
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■•  What  becomn  of  thow  t«nuiU  (eTieled  on 
«0iu«liiUtiQii  of  bnna)  < — 1  cannot  iDfbmi  the 
Conunicwe  vlut  beroiocs  of  tbrai ;  but  in  one 
of  Ihr  cnitm  to  vbieh  I  non&llude,  I  «fii  informeil 
tbit  opwirdi  of  Iwentj  &mLlie*  wen  turned  oat, 
and  in  ibc  olberrase  more  thaD  tturtf.  The  OOD- 
■equence  wu,  that  the  penoni  so  diapoHcued  did 
notmibmit  qniell;,  nnd  in  reienge  cut  the  tails  off 
the  ratlin  of  the  proprietor  of  the  estates,  and  oom- 
milted  nrioiu  outrsget.  In  tbs  other  ciie,  tho 
people  who  were  turned  out  mustered  a  strong 
•nned  force,  and  at  night  attacked  the  persons 
wbo  had  bepn  put  into  possession,  whcrebf  some 
liTcs  were  lost.  1  should  hero  obserre,  that  pre- 
*iODS  to  these  occorrenoes,  the  couatrjr  in  which 
tbU  hns  happened  had  i>rcn  peaceable. 

"  2931. — I  think  this  mischief  aniieB  from  aend- 
ing;  the  people  upon  tho  world  without  means 
of  procnring  shelter  or   opportunit7  of  earning 

Now  that  was  the  case  in  the  county  of 
Honaghan,  which  was  in  the  north  of  Irc- 
knd,  and  where  the  House  would  pcrcciTc 
the  same  causes  ted  to  exactly  the  same 
description  of  outrages  as  id  the  south. 
John  Wiggins,  Esq.,  Land  Agent  (aamo 
Report),  in  answer  to  Q.  4027  :— 

"  I  found  in  pcneral  that  threc-iburthi  of  the 
produce  are  paid  often  in  tent  in  Ireland  ;  but  cer- 
tainly, even  upon  a  tillage  farm,  half  tho  produce 
it  frequently  paid  in  rent — about  double  the  pro- 
portion that  ii  paid  in  England. 

"  *030. 1  conceiro  the  relation  between  landlord 
and  tenant  has  given  rise  to  that  political  conuno- 
tion  which  we  call  Whitebofism." 

Matthew  Bamngton,  Esq.,  Crown  Solici- 
tor, Munster  Circuit  (CommouB'  Commit- 
tee, 18i2)  :— 

'•Thej  (the  Whiteboy  assodatioHB,  ic),  have 
always  had  objecta  connected  more  or  less  with 
land. 

"9.  Be  good  enough  to  explain  what  appears  to 
you  to  be  the  cause  of  thoao  sereral  outrages. 
Since  I  hnvo  been  Crown  Solicitor,  I  hare  endea- 
Toured  to  get  at  (he  root  of  the  system  b;  tracing 
each  outrage  to  it*  immediate  cause.  ...  I 
have  traced  the  origin  of  almost  every  case  I  |>n>- 
Kcutcd.  and  find  tliatlhcy  generally  arise  frumthe 
attachment  to  the  dispossession  of,  and  the  change 
In  the  possession  of  land.  .  .  .  I  have  never 
known  a  case  of  direct  hostility  to  the  Government, 
as  a  Government,  although  hostility  to  the  law 
leads  .to  hostility  to  the  Goremment ;  but  as 
to  direct  apposition  to  the  Government,  I  never 
knew  an  instance  of  that  being  tho  abject. 

"14.  1  knew  onv  instance  (of  ejectment  without 
provision)  which  led  to  a  desperate  murder  ou  Lord 
Stradbrake's  estate  at  Bilboa.  The  farm  was  out 
of  lease,  and  during  the   leaso  a  ^Tvat  number  of 

Kple  had  been  allowed  to  reside  on  it.  Mr. 
od.  the  gentleman  who  was  murdered  in  Dare 
last  year,  took  poswssion  of  the  &mi.  as  agent  to 
Lord  Strsdbroke,  dispossessed  the  tenants,  and 
levelled  Ihcir  houses,  and  they  were  all  thrown  oat 
on  the  road.  The  succeeding  tenant  was  imme- 
diately after  murdered." 

That  was  the  evidence  of  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  for  more  than  thirty  ycara  Crown 
Solicitor  to  ihg  Munster  Circuit.  That  was 
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the  evidence  of  the  rev.  NichoUe  O'Con- 
P.P.,  Marjhorough  (Commons'  Com- 


mittee, 1832)  :— 

"  SSSn.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that 
the  Whitefeet  arc  confined  to  those  ejected  fnon 
their  grounds  ! — It  is  not  confined  to  them,  bnt 
they  have  been  tho  persons  that  Br*t  made  it 
general,  and  others  had  an  apprehension  of  a 
similar  &te,  and  they  have  joined  it  from  thinking 
it  would  bo  a  protection  to  thdm  to  keep  them  in 
their  land. 

"  3329.  I  am  very  sum  there  is  nothing  that 
they  would  not  forgive  sooner  than  tho  tumini; 
them  out  of  their  Cirmi,  Every  string  of  their 
hearts  is  twined  round  every  twig  upon  then.  It 
is  impossible  to  induce  the  people  to  forgive  turning 
them  out  of  tho  place  where  their  &tlMn  and 
grand&then  lived. 

"3331.  They  abandon  their  clergy,  and  we  can 
have  no  influence  over  them. 

"  3333.  It  gathers  together  all  tho  desperate 
people  !— Yes,  they  care  not  if  they  are  taken  and 
hanged  for  their  desperate  acta,  committed  in  a 
state  of  rovenge.  Death  would  be  a  relief  to 
them- — they  care  not  for  life. 

Matthew  Singleton,  Esq.,  ChiefUagiHtrat«  . 

of  PoUce  (same  Report,  1832)  :— 

"tlOl.  There  is  scarcely  an  outrage  conunitted 
relative  to  lands  but  what  the  people  assign  a 
cause  for.  if  1  may  use  that  exprewioa.  In  some 
instances  the  unltirtuDate  people  do  show  one. 

'■  4102.  What  are  the  CommitlM  to  oadentand 
to  showin*  a  cause  t — Oppression,  high  rent,  low 
wages,  and  contracts  broken." 

Rev.  J.  Dclany.  P.P.,  Ballinakill,  Queen's 
County  (ssmo  Committee,  1832) : — 

'■43T3.  Askedaitocauseeofdistabance.  Thero 
have  been  a  great  many  causes.  I  will  state  one 
that  occurred  in  my  own  parish.  There  were 
three  &milies  comprising  twenty-three  individuals. 
The  heads  of  those  Gtmilies  were  accused  of  having 
cut  scollops  or  iwitches,  for  the  porpose  of  thatch- 
ing their  cabins,  or,  perhaps,  for  sale  ;  there  were 
some  ash  and  oak.  The  parties  so  ofl^nding  wera 
summoned,  and  a  fine  atSL  recorded  against  them. 
Tho  landlord  gavo  them  the  option  of  going  out 
instanter  (it  was  in  the  depth  of  winter,  in  No- 
vember), forgiving  them  the  arrears  due  and  the 
fine  ;  or  to  pay  the  fine,  and  be  served  with  notice 
to  quit  in  six  months.  They  cboae  the  first  alter- 
native, and  went  out ;  their  bmilies  were  seattncd 
over  tlie  parish.  The  ncit  sommer,  1S30,  was  oae 
of  bmine  with  ds.  We  were  obliged  to  introduce 
a  sort  of  poor-rate  to  keep  the  people  &om  starving 
and  dying  in  the  ditches.  Two  of  tlmaa  bmiliea 
were  thrown  npon  the  parish,  and  I  had  to  sup- 
port them  myself.  One  of  the  poor  men  lost  his 
cow  some  time  after  being  turned  ont.  A  serie* 
of  calamities  befsl  him.  He  took  ill,  and  after 
lingering  a  long  time  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  des- 
stitution  and  misery,  died  ofa  broken  heaH,  The 
sons  of  this  man,  together  with  a  son  of  the  second 
&mily  above  mentioned,  became  leaders  in  this 
system  of  ribbonism  ;  and,  I  have  reason  to  ho- 
of the  most  daring  and  fcroeiona 
among  them.  One  of  them,  to  this  day,  has  held 
out  against  all  my  admonitions,  and  haa  not  yet 
■endered  himself 

4377.  Did  any  other  eases  of  oonaideimble 
hardship  MVK  in  yew  nei^itwariiood  t — Thar* 
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iber  of  Mm 
I  ejected  fro 


MMHU  in  tha  Mune  of  tbe 
d  from  tin  ertit*  of  U»e  late 
Mr.  Cnwb7 ;  totae  of  them  oune  into  my  pariih, 
■nd  I  found  tbem  exoeodiaglj  troublewme,  oad 
dupoMd  to  eli{;itge  in  those  iUegaJ  luociktioDB." 

Rev.  MicIiMt  Keogh,  P.P.,  AubejIeU, 
Queen's  County  (some  Committae,  1832):— 

"4330.  To  what  do  70D  attribute  these  ont- 
nge*  ! — The  povertr  of  the  people,  uid  >  great 
nany  hiTisg  been  ejected  from  Uieir  lands. 

"433T.  state  the  particulars  of  the  ejectmoDta. 
— (Meotiooi  IT4  Suniliea  on  one  propertf,  31  on 
another,  and  aevera!  otherg,  principiLlI}'  at  the  cz- 
jaration  of  their  leaaeg.) 

"  tM4.  Tbe  diBturbance  began  nibsequent  to 
the  ejectment  of  the  people. 

"  4870.  How  do  thoee  people  who  are  ejected 
maintain  thaniwlTes  afterwardi  ? — Ver;  poorly 
indeed  ;  they  throw  tbemMlTee  iota  the  towns, 
and  tin  therein,  itrollijig  about  and  trying  to  get 

"  407B.  There  are  lome  of  the  &Kiilei  ejected 
In  the  moat  wretched  itate — paupers  going  from 
door  to  door." 

Junes  Napper,  Eiq.,  Loughorev,  coimtj 
Heath  (Commons'  Committee,  1832)  :— 

"SS06,  Do  you  think  that  the  lower  order* 
hare  any  reason  to  be  discontented  f  I  think  very 
JBit  reason*. 

"  seOT.  Sute  what  these  reasons  are.— There 
are  many  reasons  why  Ireland  shoutd  be  ii 
eontent«d  itato  ;  bnt  one  of  the  prinaipal  reasons 
is  the  position  of  the  landlonls,  and  the  low«r 
orders  of  the  peasantry." 
Jehn  Robinson  Price,  Esq,,  J, P.,  Qneen' 
Connty  (Commons'  Committee,  1832) : — < 

"66T0.  On  tbe  very  borders  of  the  barony  of 
Ostory,  on  a  noble  Lord's  estate,  an  ejeotmeut 
was  brought  against  tbe  middleman — an  habtrt 
iasued,  possession  taken,  and  the  land  was  re-let  to 
a  Hr.  Manim,  not  to  the  tenants  in  ] 
which  is  tbe  niual  wajr,  lor  tbe  six  months'  equity 
of  redemption.  Mr.  Hsrom  deluded  the  tenanU 
with  the  hope  that  ha  took  the  land  for  their  bene- 
it ;  but  when  tbe  six  months  expired  he  turned 
ont  those  tenants,  and,  I  am  told,  he  sold  their 
household  effects  for  tbe  six  months'  n  ~ 

eonsequenoe  wu,  his  cattln  were  houghed,  and 
dHven  Itom  tbe  connty  of  Kilkenny  to  the  Queen' 
Cennty  for  that  porpoae.  For  three  years  thi 
systetn  was  kept  up ;  and  Mr.  Manun  was  shot, 
in  tbe  open  day  afterwards,  in  the  midst  of  a  d^sc 
population. 

"MTT.  ^f*  this  traneaotioa  aooompanied  by 
nnwh  general  distnrbanee  t — It  ignited  tbe  whole 
barony  of  Osnry ;  »  much  so  that  the  barony  was 
pat  nnder  the  Peace  Preserration  Act,  with 
dent  stipendiary  magistrate. 

"  flT3S.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  clearing  of 
eetatas  and  tbe  consolidation  of  fitrms  has  been 
imahed  to  too  great  an  extent  1 — I  think,  under 
the  ciroumstancea.  it  has  ;  there  is  no  employment 
br  the  poor ',  and  a  conTictioD  rests  on  their 
minds  tbat  a  piece  of  land  is  necessary  to  existence. 
I  certainly  tbink  that  the  dlspoaition  of  the  land- 
lord, and  the  interest  of  the  landlord,  were  suffi- 
ciently active  and  allTe  lo  carry  on  tlie  work  of 
dHwpulation  gradually  ;  nod  1  do  think  he  was 
aided,  assisted,  and  enabled  to  carry  on  the  system 
with  gnrter  Telocity  by  certain  Acts  of  the  Le- 
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gislatnre  ;  such  as  tbe  CiTil  Bill  ^jeetment  Act, 
which  gara  a  very  summary  process  M  the  land- 
lord ;  the  distraining  of  standing  com  ;  the 
Joint  Tenancy  Act ;  the  Absconding  Act ;  the 
Subletting  Act,  which,  though  it  did  not  turn  any 
one  out,  it  kept  them  from  getting  in  when  out ; 
and  last,  not  least,  the  diefranchisement  of  the 
40s.  freeholders,  whioh,  I  think,  and  I  am  certain, 
broke  the  last  link  of  connection  between  ths 
landlord  and  the  pauper  tenant." 

John  Cahill,  Esq.,  Surreyor  and  Cirit  En- 
gineer (same  Report) : — 

"  T3S1.  Were  there  any  other  ciroumstancM  oon- 
tributed  to  that  state  afdisturbaiice  that  has  takaa 
nlace  ! — There  were. 

"12B2.  What  are  they!— There  wera  a  good 
many  people  eTicted  and  tamed  oat  of  their  &jniB. 
About  four  years  ago  there  was  one  gentleman 
CTioted  ei^ty-nine  persons ;  another  ninety-six  i 
another  oinety-flTe. 

"  12SB.  Were  these  cases  wher«  the  land  bad 
fallen  out  oflease  ? — They  were. 

"  T3ST-   Qentlemen  haTe  agreed  to  make  the 

rms,  in  my  opinion,  as  large  as  possible  1  and 
those  people  who  remained  on  the  lands  wera 
eTicted  and  put  off,  as  is  the  case,  which  I  stated 
of  those  gentlemen  who  tamed  out  the  numbers  I 
bare  stated. 

T2S9.  Do  you  conceive  that  it  has  been  tbesa 
individuals  who  haio  been  so  torned  out,  from 
want  of  baring  proper  means  of  supporting  them- 
selves, who  hare  become  wanderers  and  TagranU, 
and  the  source  of  the  Whitefeet  aasooiatlon  that 
pfetallod  in  that  part  of  tbe  country  1 — I  do  rery 
maob  consider  so.  There  were  1,190  of  these 
poor  people,  who  were  evicted,  with  tbe  idle  eol- 
iiers,  going  about,  left  idle  on  a  part  of  two  pa- 
rishes, and  all  that  within  six  miles  of  each  other. 

"  7360.  Do  you  know  them  by  name  »~Y*e,  I 
have  their  names. 


Yes. 

"7902.  State  generally  what  has  become  of 
them.  Do  they  continae  wandering  about! — I 
have  known,  on  one  ealat«,  which  is  near  me,  and 
which  1  regnlated  tor  a  gentleman,  there  has  been 
a  great  many  of  the  old  people  turned  off  that 
became  beggars,  and  a  good  many  of  them  died  of 

W.  Kommis,  Esq.,  Crown  Solicitor,  Lein- 

Bter  Circuit  (Lords'  Report,  1839)  :— 

4743.  In  answer  to  question,  gives  aceount  of 
eleven  murders  in  Tippenry,  from  1816  to  1838, 

6744.  What,  in  yoor  opinion,  has  been  tbe 
cause  of  the  outngee  in  'Tlpperary,  generally  f 
— Generally  on  account  of  luid ;  the  letting  and 
the  dispossession  of  land. 

"  6146.  What  proportion  of  outrages  may  be  at- 
tributed to  that  cause  f — TIte  greatest  number, 
decidedly. 

0746.  Two-thirds  !~Three  fourths  and  more. 

7146.  Do  tbe  Committee  understand  yoa 
rightly,  that  Tipperary  is  more  disturbed  than 
other  counties  !— Yes ;  than  other  counties  on  my 
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'Hattheir  Harrington,  Esq.,  Crown  Solici- 
tor, Hunat«r  Circuit  (samo  Report) : — 

"From  your  oxaminstioD  of  witncBHS,  and 
from  otber  circumstances  that  must  Lave  come  V. 
joor  knowledgD  occasionalljr,  can  yoM  stale  to  the 
Committeo  vbat,  in  jour  opinion,  hua  been  the 
cause  of  those  ootrajes  ) — I  think  the  causes  have 
been  an  anitety  to  possess  land  ;  tlic  dinposses- 
sion  of  hind,  and  the  disputes  ahout  land. 

"7347.  That  is,  during  the  wholeofthatpe 
— With  respect  to  aU  the  disturbances  during  the 


le  I  have 


B  Crown  Solici 


laloK 
I  about  land. 


every  outrage 
"  7137-  Ilave  any  outrages  (hat  you  have  in 

Juired  into  appeared  to  arise  from  hosCility  to  th 
lovcrnment  f— Xo  ;  I  never  knew,  in  twentj-Sv 
years,  an  instance  of  any  outrages  directed  againg 
the  Government,  or  tluit  had  any  political  object. 
"  lies.  When  the  causes  of  outrages  have  bee: 
removed,  have  you  observed  that  the  disturbances 
have  immediately  subsided  ? — 1  have  certainly. 

Edward  Tiemej,  Esq.,  Crown  Solicitor, 
North-weat  Circuit  (aame  Report)  : — 

■•  7737.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  sUte  to 
the  Committee  your  opinion  of  the  cause  of  those 
agrarian  outngcs  ! — I  believe  it  is  a  great  deal 
occasioned  by  the  letting  and  possession  of  hind, 
and  dispossession  of  former  tenants  or  occupiers." 
E.  C.  Hickman,  Esq.,  Crown  Solicitor, 
Connaught  Circuit  (same  Report) : — 

"  817II.  Have  you  heard  of  any  case  of  tenant) 
being  turned  out  because  they  gave  a  vote  at  oh 
tions,  contrary  to  the  will  of  their  landlord  1 — Yi 
1  have  heard  of  that. 

"8477.  What  was  the  county  in  which  you 
heard  of  it  ? — My  own  county  of  Clare." 

Piers  Gesle,  Esq.,  Crown  Solicitor,  Ho 
Circuit  (aonio  Report) : — 

"RBOS.  Will  yoD  have  the  goodness  to  state 
the  Comniittee  what,  in  your  opinion,  has  been 
more  jtenernl   and  common  ckss   of  outrage  of 
every  description  on  your  circuit ! — 1  think  it  has 
always  some  connciionwith  tho  taking  of  land." 

J.  Tabiteau,  K.M.,  county  Tipperary  (same 
Report);— 

"0623.  The  general  groundwork  of  tho  out- 
rages in  that  district  you  consider  to  be  disputes 
relating  to  land  ! — Yes  ;  property — land,  gene- 
rally speaking. 

"  6730.  Is  ejectment  from  hind  in  the  county 
Ti[q>erary  synonymDiu  nearly  with  rcduotion  to 
dsititution  Bud  misery  on  tho  part  of  the  cottier 
t«iBat  J — Indeed  it  it :  and  ejecting  throws  them 
altogether  out  of  their  grade  of  liJe,  out  of  tho 
isnk  of  farmers  into  that  of  labourer!. 

"  97t6.  What,  in  your  opinion,  hu  been,  geite- 
lally  speaking,  the  cause  of  the  great  number  of 
murders  in  the  county  of  Tipperary  ?—> 1  believe 
ttta  rause  of  actual  murder  is  generally  ground — 
■omelhing  about  land." 

J.HDwley,EHij.,AEsiHtant  Barrister,  county 

Tipperary  (same  Report) : — 

"  D9II2,     Are  yon  able  to  form  an  opinion  whe- 
ther the  ejectments  hare  been  more  numerous  in 
tbe  countv  of  Tipperary,  in  proportion  to  the  po- 
r  other  counties  i — From  conferring 


vith  diflwent  ai 


there  are  a>  graawr  uumber  of  ejcclmenia  io  tho 
county  of  Tipperary  llinn  in  other  counties." 
JohnBamea,  Esq.,  Stipendiary  Magistrate, 
county  Longford  {name  Report)  : — 

"  II76S.  As  Eiras  you  have  been  able  to  form 
an  ofdnion,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state 
wliat  you  conceive  to  haveibecn  the  causes  oftbew 
murders  i—  From  everything  which  has  come  to  my 
knowledge,  from  the  number  of  witnesses  I  have 
'  led,  I  am  inclined  to  think — nay,  I  am  ei 


muHer: 


ecurred  in  consequen 


of  their  lands, 
and  those  lands  baviag  been  granted  to  persons  of 
an  ojiposite  religion  and  chnrTu-ter. 

"  11803.     Is  there  any   hostility  eihibitcd  to- 
wards the  Government  of  tbe  country  f — Not  the 
slightest  tliat  I  am  aware  of." 
Tomkina  Brew,  Esq.,  S.  M.,  Tuam  (same 
Report) : — 

"  12756-  What  wn«  the  canse  of  tho  firing  at 
Mr.  Syngp,  and  the  murder  of  his  servant  ? — He 
had  turned  several  of  his  tenants  off  his  Und  that 
had  refused  to  send  their  childrea  to  his  school, 
and  a  conspiracy  was  formed  on  that  accoonl  to 
murder  him.  He  was  fired  at,  and  his  servant 
shot." 

In  order  that  tliey  might  rightly  estimate 
the  working  of  the  ejectment  syatem,  he 
would  Btate  a  few  resulta.  In  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  where  there  were  most  eject- 
ments, there  were  also  moat  murders  ;  and 
he  would  beg  to  call  the  particular  attention 
of  the  llonse  to  this  fact.  It  apjicared  by 
Appendix,  part  4,  pages  293  to  302,  Land 
Commission  Report,  that  in  the  year  1843 
there  were  issued  from  tho  civil  bill  courts 
5,244  ejectments,  comprising  14,816  de- 
fendants ;  and  from  tho  superior  courts 
(allowing  for  the  Queen's  Bench  the  same 
average  as  1841,  the  number  for  the  latter 
years  in  that  court  not  being  given),  1,784 
ejectments,  comprising  16,503  defendants; 
making  a  total  of  7,028  ejectments, 
31,319  defendants  ;  or,  within  the  period 
of  five  years— from  1830  to  1843— com- 
prised  in  tho  Return,  upwards  of  150,000 
tenants  had  been  subjected  to  ejectment 
process.  Did  he  deny  that  diaturbanees 
existed  in  the  country?  lie  never  did 
deny  the  existence  of  these  disturbances. 
He  never  denied  that  dreadful  murders 
were  committed.  He  never  had  any  notion 
of  concealing  these  horrible  facts.  He 
was  now  placing  the  facts  before  the 
Qoremment,  and  at  the  same  time 
showing  the  cBuses  that  had  led  to  these 
les,  in  order  that  they  might  be  ablq 
apply  a  remedy  to  these  causoH. 
lie  had  ahown  by  evidence  what  wan 
the  disposition  of  the  people.  He  had 
shown  that  the  causes  of  the  outrages  were 
attendant  on  ejectment  from  land ;  and  he 


barristers,  it  wouldappear    would  next  Come  t«  a  few  others  of  the 
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grieranccB  of  irhich  he  corapluned.  He 
eomplnined  of  the  admlniBtration  of  justice 
in  IreUod — of  there  being  ao  confidence 
exbtiag  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  those 
intrusted  with  the  administration  of  the 
law.  He  did  not  like  to  be  bringing  the 
names  of  individuals  so  often  before  the 
House;  but  he  would  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment itaelf  whether  tbej  had  not  uni- 
fonotjT  appointed  to  the  ndminiBtration  of 
the  law  every  man  who  had  been  most  vio- 
lent in  hia  pohtical  feelings,  and  who  had 
t«ken  the  strongest  part  against  the  reli- 
gion of  the  people  of  Ireland,  lie  did  not 
mean  to  disparage  the  judicial  acts  of  theae 
individuals.  He  knew  of  no  serious  dispa- 
ragement of  their  conduct  on  the  Bencb  ; 
but  it  was  not  on  him,  but  on  the  public,  that 
these  thiega  would  make  on  impression. 
Had  not  the  Government  made  Mr.  Ser- 
geant Lefroy  a  Judge  ?  Had  they  not 
placed  Hr.  Sergeant  Jackson  also  upon 
the  Bench?  And  had  they  not  made  Mr. 
Litton  a  Master  in  Chancery  {  Were  these 
men  favourable  to  the  people  or  to  the  reli~ 
gion  of  the  people  of  Ireland?  Hadtheynot 
also  appointed  Chief  Justice  Fennefather, 
who  was  no  friend  to  the  Irish  people,  and 
the  present  Lord  Chief  Justice,  who,  while 
Attorney  General,  had  deserted  one  Admi- 
nistration and  gone  over  to  another  ?  He 
too  was  no  friend  to  ^e  Irish  people.  He 
would  not  go  farther.  He  was  sorry  that 
he  had  repeated  even  ao  many  names,  and 
be  would  not  continue  the  controversy  far- 
ther reapectiag  them.  Ho  apoke  not  of 
th^  individn^  character,  but  of  the  im- 
preasion  which  the  appointment  of  such 
men  was  likely  to  produce  in  the  pubUc 
mind.  And  would  the  House  regard  oe 
nothing  this  fact  ?  Lord  Chancellor  Sng- 
den  was  reported  to  have  said  the  other 
day  that  the  people  of  Ireland  must  have 
the  fnllest  reliance  on  the  administrotion  of 
justice  ?  But  who  was  to  give  them  that 
confidence  ?  Who,  if  not  the  magistracy 
of  the  country  ?  and  could  they  forget  that 
aeventy-four  magistratea  had  been  struck 
off  the  list  for  no  other  reason  but  that 
they  had  advocated  the  Repeal  of  the 
Union?  The  people  knew  that  their  doing 
ao  was  no  crime ;  that  not  one  of  them  had 
been  prosecuted  for  advocating  Repeal  . 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  there  could  be  no 
prosecution  for  anch  a  charge.  And,  he 
would  ask  the  Government,  would  they 
now  enact  this  Coercion  Bill  while  the  ex- 
clusion of  these  aeventy-four  gentlemen 
from  the  commission  of  the  peace  was  conti- 
nued ?     If  they  had  committed  a  crime,  if 


they  had  diagraced  the  Bench,  if  they  had. 
dishonoured  tho  administration  of  justice, 
well  and  good.  In  such  case  let  them  by 
all  means  be  removed.  But  there  was  not 
the  slightest  allegation  against  them  of 
anything  of  the  kind.  Then  die  State 
Trials.  He  would  not  say  a  single 
word  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  So- 
licitor General ;  but  how  were  the  par- 
ties tried  who  stood  arrmgned  on  that 
Was  there  the  least  doubt  of 
there  having  beeu  a  one-sided  charge? 
Was  there  the  least  doubt  that  those  pri- 
vileges which  should  have  been  at  once 
conceded  to  the  accused  were  pertina~ 
ciously  aa  well  as  fatally  refused?  He 
would  only  aay  that  these  circumatutcea 
had  made  a  had  impression  upon  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  House  was  bound  to  make 
them  a  recompense.  And  what  had  he 
(Mr.  O'Connell)  to  suggest  by  way  of  re- 
compense ?  He  had  as  yet  suggested  no- 
thing ;  but  he  would  not  leave  the  Govern- 
ment and  tho  House  without  the  meana  of 
making  it.  Although  there  had  been  some 
mnrdera  committed  in  Ireland,  that  were 
not  directly  traceable  to  eviotiona  from 
land,  yet,  in  aum  and  aubatance,  the  whole 
form  and  state  of  aociety  showed  it  was 
from  evictions  of  land,  from  the  insecurity 
of  land-holdings,  from  the  difficulties  aris- 
ing through  the  want  of  land,  that  we 
must  seek  for  the  great  and  primary  cause 
of  all  these  crimes.  There  were  some  ex- 
ceptions, he  admitted;  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  those  exceptions  were  becoming 
more  numerous.  The  truth  was  so.  Bod 
he  did  not  abrink  from  stating  Oie  truth. 
The  great  fault,  however,  was  the  land 
question.  The  fact  was,  that  that  House 
had  done  too  much  for  the  landlord,  and 
too  little  for  the  occupier.  What  had  been 
the  firat  measure  for  the  benefit  of  the 
landlords  ?  The  first  Statute  passed  after 
the  Union  in  favour  of  the  landlords  waa 
the  Act  56  George  III.,  c.  88,  which  gave 
them  additional  powers  to  work  out  eject- 
ments. Up  to  that  time  they  had  not 
EQWer  to  distrain.  The  Statutes  of  Eng- 
Lud  were  not  enacted  in  Ireland  towards 
landlords  ;  but  the  Act  56  George  III., 
c.  88,  gave  them  powers  which  were  no 
part  of  the  bargain  at  tho  time  of  the 
Union.  Hany  parties  had  taken  leasee, 
and  made  contracts  without  those  new 
powers  being  in  the  hands  of  the  landlords. 
The  Statute  gave  them  the  power  of  dis- 
training growing  crops ;  keeping  them  till 
'  ig,  and  selling  them  when  ripe  ; 


charging  upon  the  tenant  the  accumolation 
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of  expense.  Ail  these  powers  were  first 
introduced  bj  this  Statute,  and  conferred 
upon  the  Irish  landlord.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve there  had  ever  been  a  more  fertile 
source  of  murder  and  outrage  than  thene 
powers.  ThuB,  the  source  of 
directly  traceable  to  the  legislation  of  that 
House ;  and  it  was  the  imperative  duty 
of  that  House,  and  of  every  Member  i 
immediately,  or  aa  speedily  as  possibli 
repeal  that  Act.  Then  there  came  the 
Act,  58  Georgo  111.,  cap.  39,  for  civil 
bill  ejectment.  First,  the  power  was 
given  to  distrain  upon  the  growing  crop, 
enabling  the  landlord  to  ruin  the  tenant ; 
and  then  here  camo  the  further  power  to 
the  landlord  of  turning  out  the  tenant  from 
lus  holding.  The  Act  1  George  IV.,  cap. 
41,  extended  the  power  of  civil  bill  eject- 
ments ;  and  the  1  Ocorge  IV.,  cap.  87, 
enabled  the  landlord  to  get  security  for 
costs  from  defendants  in  ejectments.  Then 
the  Act  iBt  and  2nd  WUliam  IV. 
gave  the  landlords  the  right  of  immediate 
execution  in  ejectment ;  and  the  Act  6  and 
7  WilUam  IV.,  gave  further  faoilities  for 
civil  bill  ejectments.  All  these  were  ad- 
ditional powers  to  the  landlord;  and  it  wai 
to  those  statutes  that  the  late  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Pcnnefather  referred  when  he 
their  object  was  to  forward  the  intereata  of 
the  landlord.  The  repeal  of  these  laws 
was  one  of  the  remedies  which  he  (Hr. 
O'Connell)  called  for,  but  not  the  only  one. 
He  wanted  the  House  to  determine  at 
once  to  do  jnstice  to  Ireland,  politically, 
OB  well  as  in  relation  to  the  law  of  landlord 
and  tenant.  Ho  would  now  enumerate  the 
remedies  which  would  create  poUticol  sa- 
tisfaction, and  which  the  people  believed 
would  be  their  best  protection.  First,  they 
hod  not  an  adequate  number  of  Members 
to  represent  them  in  that  House ;  next,  on 
extension  of  the  franchise ;  third,  corpor- 
ate reform ;  and  last,  a  satisfactoir  ar- 
rangement of  the  temporalities  of  the 
Church.  These  four  general  remedies  he 
dMnanded  from  that  House  as  a  mode  of 
eeercing  the  people  of  Ireland  by  their 
•ffectiona  and  their  intereata  into  a  desire 
to  continoe  the  Union  with  England.  Then, 
KS  to  the  remedies  in  relation  to  landlord 
and  tenant.  Ho  asked  the  House  to  re- 
peat the  ststntea  on  this  subject  since  the 
Union.  Ho  aiked  the  House  to  give  a 
Ihnitation  to  the  landlord's  power  whore 
tliera  was  no  lease.  Do  not  allow  the 
landlorda  to  distrain  unless  where  there 
was  a  twentj-one  years'  lease,  nor  to  eject 
ao/nv  when  there  wu  a  thir^-one  jesn'   ' 
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lease.  He  respectfully  called  on  that 
House  in  the  next  place  to  give  full  com- 
pensation to  tenants  for  their  improve- 
ments, liabour  was  the  property  of  the 
teoant;  and  if  the  tenant  by  hu  labour  and 
skill  improved  the  land,  and  mode  it  more 
valuable,  let  him  have  the  benefit  of  thoae 
improvemeats  before  the  landlord  turned 
him  out  of  posaeaaion.  See  what  a  stimu- 
lant waa  here  offered  to  activity  and  exer- 
tion !  A  man  who  now  laboured  help- 
lessly, would  unquestionably  labour  with 
£ 'eater  energy  when  he  understood  he  wa« 
bouring  for  himself.  This  principle  was 
embodied  in  Lord  Devon's  R^ort,  though 
it  was  not  worked  out.  Tho  principle, 
too,  had  been  introduced  by  Lord  Stanley. 
It  was,  therefore,  part  of  the  administra- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  Let 
it  not  bo  a  mockery.  Do  not  encumber 
it  with  clauses  and  provisions  which  the 
tenants  were  neither  able  to  comply  with 
nor  to  understand;  but  act  upon  it  openly 
and  manfully,  giving  the  moat  practjcal 
security  to  the  landlord  for  his  rent,  and 
to  the  tenant  the  value  for  his  solid  and 
substantial  improvements,  and  tho  House 
would  then  see  a  stop  put  to  outrage. 
The  next  remedy  ho  called  for  was,  an 
extension  of  the  Ulster  tenant-right.  Let 
that  right  be  extended  over  all  Ireland. 
Lord  Devon's  Report,  tho  superior 
tranquilhty  of  Ulster  was  traced  to  the 
security  afforded  to  the  tenant  by  this 
right ;  for  there  no  tenant  could  be  put 
out  of  possession  without  receiving  full  and 
fair  value.  The  evidence  on  this  subject 
was  of  some  length,  but  he  would  read  » 
portion  of  it  to  the  House : — Mr.  Hancock, 
agent  to  Lord  Lurgan,  counties  Armagh, 
Down,  and  Antrim  (Land  Commisuoners' 
Report,  p.  483):— 

37,  3S.  Mnch  of  our  Ulster  proapBritr  hsa 
1   the   remit   of  this   extrsordliisT]'   mmtter 
(asmelj.  teiuuit>jighC),  in  cooDeiioD  wick  tomue ; 
and  no  mesiure  would  hare  u  greater  effect  in  im- 
proving tho  conditLDQ  of  tins  •outb  and  weit  than 
the  introdaction  of  tenant-right  ai  il  eiirts  in 
Dlilar.    I  eonsider  tenant-right  the  elaim  of  the 
ud  his  hein  to  continue  in  undifltnrbed 
poBseuion  bo  long  as  the  rent  is  paid  ;  and  in  the 
'  ejectment  or  change  of  occapaner,  it  is 
lbs  ner  oocnpier  niiut  pay  the  M  tor  the 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  his  htjding.     I  ooasldar 
tenant-right  bene&otai  to  die  aanuDoiutr,  borauaa 
iTtJibliahei  a  aeaurit;  in  the  poasenioD  of  land, 
I  lendi  to  the  improiement  of  the  eitata,  with- 

fenditure  of  capital  on  the  part  of  tbe 
t  likewise  aflante  tho  best  •aenrit]'  fin- 
his  rent,  ••  arrears  are  always  allowod  to  be  de- 
diwted  &OB  the  anMmnt  tho  ooonpier  reoaives  for 
tvnsnt-right.  It  is  very  conductve  to  the  pesoe  of 
the  oonntry ;  (or  almoat  even  man  haa  a  stake  in 
kWty,  aai  ta,  thsrefers,  appoeed  1»  sgra- 
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ti»B  ontnges,  m  wdU  u  riot*.  The  lawi  are 
mora  respeotad ;  there  are  Done  of  tbow  rocUsli 
daring  men  who  &re  read;  for  an;  dead  under  the 
eoDKioameaa  that  their  aitiuition  cannot  be 
worae.  The  liberty  of  the  subject  is  more  ro- 
apected,  and  impruonment  hai  greater  terrora 
ttota  thJa  bet,  that  almost  any  tenuit  can  proaure 
bail  for  hia  future  appearance  in  court  on  hU 
future  good  behaviour.  There  is  never  any  in- 
■tance  of  fbrfeited  tecognizanc«.  An  arrest  is. 
tbervlbre.  •  much  more  serious 
Uian  in  anjr  other  part  of  IreLuid 
leu  riak  (from  his  stake)  of  the  ol 
here  the  degradation  is  more  kaenlj  fett,  and  pai 
ties  often  tubscribe  and  bring  actions  against 
magtatrates  for  felse  arrests  and  imprisoitment ; 
whereas,  where  no  tenant-right  aiists,  the  Arst 
step  is  the  arrest  to  prevent  escape  ;  and,  secondly, 
the  consideration  o!  the  cause.  Im 
*jid  contamination  with  bad  charactei 
more  frequent.  The  magistrates  cannot  have  the 
aame  respect  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  and 
when  acts  of  oppression  occur,  revenge  is  taken, 
not  by  an  appeal  to  the  civil  court  for  damages, 
hut  l?  oombination  and  an  appeal  to  force,  way- 
layiog  and  murder.  The  necciaity  of  distress  for 
r«nt — a  fhiitful  sonrco  of  riots  and  broken  heads 
— is  also  obviated  by  the  tenant-right,  aa  there  is 
BO  danger  of  loss  of  arreari." 
Thon  there  was  the  following  in  another 
part  of  the  Report — Robert  Smith,  Eaq. 
Clerk  of  the  Peace,  county  of  Monaghan 
gave  this  evidence  : — 

"  80.  Do  they  often  sell  the  teniuit'right  where 
Uwre  is  an  old  lease  ! — Very  frequently. 

"  81.  Where  the  tenant  is  ejected  for  non-pay- 
nonl  of  rent  hy  his  landlord,  is  he  allowed  to  sell 
his  tenant-right  ! — 1  am  not  aware  that  any  such 
right  of  Bale  is  reoognisod  by  the  landlord  ;  but  it 
is  generally  known  throughout  the  country  that 
an  agrarian  law  exists,  such  as  to  intimidate  any 
of  Uie  h>iror  class  of  brmers  from  taking  land  frani 
whioh  a  tenant  has  been  ejected  for  any  cau< 
without  the  person  coming  in  making  compensatii 
to  the  party  turned  out. 

"  82.  That  applies  to  the  tenant  going  out  n 
IB  f— I  think  so." 
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John   Lrndsaj,  Banbridge,  county  Down 
(Land   Conunia  si  oners'   Report,  pp.  583, 

584):— 

"  30.  Is  the  tenant-right  or  Bale  of  goodwill 
prevalent  in  the  district,  and  to  whom  is  the  pur- 
chase-money paid  ) — It  prevails  in  the  district  : 
tb«  tenants  who  have  held  the  land  think  they 
have  a  right  to  dispose  of  the  land  when  they  are 
going  to  leave  it.  He  thinks  he  has  always  a 
right  to  do  BO,  and  very  toasuuably,  I  think. 

"10,  Is  it  generally  recognised  by  the  landlords  f 
— Some  roeogniss  it,  and  soma  do  not;  but  where 
they  ia  not  recognise  It.  and  set  their  facss 
against  it,  they  are  very  generally  defeated,  and 
have  been  obliged  to  do  it  after  risking  lift,  in 


their  knowledg*  i — No  ;  they  have  even  ejected 
the  tenantry.  I  have  known  some  of  them  do  it 
in  the  pariah  I  live  in.  One  of  them  put  a  man 
out  of  his  &rm,  and  there  is  no  perion  will  take 
it.  He  sent  down  a  person  to  cultivato  the  tkrm, 
aiui  he  was  sent  hone  again.    The  people  ga- 


thered that  night,  and  deaired  him  to  go  home, 

d  not  come  there  again ;  and  the  man  got  leava 

sail  his  tenant-right  afterwards. 

"  i2.  How  long  ago  is  that! — About  three 
year*  ago.  Something  rimilar  happened  to  a  man, 
about  two  or  three  miles  from  my  place,  last  win- 
ter was  a  year. 

"  43.  Ib  the  value  of  the  tenant-right  increanng 
or  diminiBbing,  and  how  is  it  aSbeted  by  the  te- 
nure ? — The  value  of  the  tenant-right  is  decreasiiir 
in  ooosequenee  of  the  eoaroity  of  money  ;  and  I 
suppose  it  would  be  regulated  alao  by  the  price  <d 
land  at  the  timo  the  tenant-nght  would  be  wld. 
If  it  is  at  a  high  rent,  they  wUl  give  less ;  and  if 
at  a  low  rent,  they  will  not  get  more. 

"  ii.  WliBt  should  you  say  was  the  value  of 
tenant-right  of  land  ^rly  set  and  held  at  will, 
comparing  it  with  a  year's  rent,  or  hy  the  aore  f — 
About  four  years  ago,  at  a  pUce  I  receive  tbo 
rent  of,  it  would  have  sold  lor  301,  an  acre,  and 
now,  though  tlie  rent  is  lowered  10  per  cent,  it 
woold  be  diffloolt  enough  to  get  IW." 

Mr.  Hancock,  Ijord  Lurgan's  Agent,  Down, 
Antrim,  and  Armagh  : — 

"  38,  The  bindlords  are  compelled  to  recogniso 
tenont-riglit,  as  in  several  instances  in  this  neigh- 
bonrbood,  where  they  have  refused  to  allow  te- 
nant-right, the  inoDDiing  tenant's  bouse  has  basa 
burned,  his  cattle  liougbed,  or  his  crops  troddea 
down  by  night.  The  disallowance  of  tenant-right, 
as  &r  as  I  know,  is  always  attended  with  outrage. 
A  landlord  oannot  even  resume  possesiioD  to  him- 
•atf  without  paying  it.  In  &ot,  it  is  one  of  tbo 
saered  rights  of  the  country  which  cannot  be 
touched  with  impunity  i  and  if  aystematio  eSbrta 
were  mode  amongst  tha  proprietors  of  Ulster  to 
invade  tenant-right,  I  do  not  believe  there  ia  a 
foroe  at  the  dispoaol  of  tha  Horae  Guards  sutBeiont 
to  keep  the  peaoe  of  the  province ;  aod,  when  wa 
couBider  that  all  the  improvements  have  been  ef- 
fected at  the  cKpense  of  the  tenant,  it  is  paHeotly 
right  that  thia  tenant-right  should  exist;  hu 
money  has  been  laid  out  on  tha  fiiith  of  compensa- 
tion in  that  aliape." 

This,  then,  was  the  evidence  of  the  north  of 
Ireland,  aa  to  the  value  of  this  tenant-right, 
Uow  often  had  he  heard  all  the  boast  of 
the  superior  tranquillity  of  the  north  ?  It 
was  becanae  they  were  better  treated  by 
their  landlorda,  and,  generally  speakug, 
there  was  a  better  feeling  there  towards 
the  landlorda,  beoauae  the  t«naDts  were  al- 
lowed to  sell  their  tenant-righta.  In  th« 
county  of  Tipparary  there  was  an  agrarian 
law,  whioh  was  the  law  of  ejectment ;  in 
the  province  of  Ulater  there  waa  a  general 
law  giving  the  tenant  valuable  rights.  He 
oallod  upon  the  Houae  to  make  their  choiee 
between  the  two.  Now  was  the  time  for 
their  choice.  The  country  had  arrived  at 
a  state  in  which  it  waa  necessary  for  aoma- 
thing  to  be  done.  Thia  miserable  Coercion 
Bill  would  do  nothing.  It  would  do  worse 
than  nothing.  There  were  many  excellent 
landlords  in  Ireland,  and  there  were  nume- 
rous bad  ones  :  numerous  estates  were  in 
the  hands  of  agents.     The  remedy  which 
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he  naked  for  was,  tliat  the  tenant-right  of 
Ubter,  which  had  been  enjoyed  in  that 
provinec  for  300  years,  and  which  was 
available  at  thia  present  moment,  should 
be  generally  adopted  throughout  Ireland, 
lie  further  required  that  a  heavy  tax  ehould 
be  levied  upon  absentees,  and  the  election 
of  county  boards  instead  of  the  existing 
system  of  grand  juries.  He  wanted  the 
House  to  grant  a  strong,  bold,  manly,  use- 
ful remedial  measure.  He  would  not  weary 
the  House  by  going  into  further  details 
now  ;  but,  having  pointed  out  these  reme- 
dies, ho  called  upon  the  British  Parliament 
to  grant  them  at  once.  Where  they  de- 
EirouB  of  putting  an  end  to  these  murders? 
Then  it  must  be  hy  removing  the  cause  of 
murder.  You  coutd  not  destroy  the  effect 
without  taking  away  the  cause.  He  re- 
peated, that  the  tranquillity  of  Ubter  was 
owing  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  tenant-right; 
where  tliat  right  was  taken  away,  the  peo- 
ple were  trodden  under  foot,  and,  in  the 
words  of  Lord  Clare,  "  ground  to  powder." 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  concluded 
by  saying  he  had  trespassed  upon  the 
House  at  greater  length  than  he  intended, 
and  ho  would  close  by  moving  the  Amend- 
ment which  he  had  read. 

Hr.  B.  OSBORNE  apprehended  that  no 
Uember  of  that  House,  however  he  might 
differ  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  could  find  fault 
with  the  manner  and  temper  of  his  speech. 
He  was  anxious,  in  seconding  the  Amend- 
ment, to  say,  that  while  he  shared  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  hod  brought 
i^Jfais  Bill  under  discussion  in  feeling  the 
greatest  horror  at  the  murders  in  Ire- 
land, yet,  at  tlio  same  time,  ss  a.  resi- 
dent in  that  country,  and  as  one  deeply  in- 
terested in  its  welfare,  he  deprecated  the 
introduction  of  the  measure  as  being  not 
only  inefficient  for  its  avowed  objects, 
but  calculated  to  inflame  the  complicated 
evils  of  that  unfortunate  country.  It  was 
easy  for  a  Member  of  that  House,  taking 
advantage  of  the  deep-rooted  horror  of  as- 
sassination which  was  common  to  all  civil- 
ized beings,  to  call  upon  Parliament  to 
paas  stringent  Acts  for  the  protection  of 
life;  but,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  far 
more  worthy  of  the  character  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  a  statesman,  if,  pre- 
viously to  calling  for  the  enactment  of  such 
a  law,  he  hod  apphed  himself  to  the  pro- 
duction of  measures  to  eradicate  the  causes 
of  the  evils.  If  there  was  one  duty  more 
imperative  than  another  upon  an  English 
Statesman,  it  was  to  prove  to  the  people 


of  Ireland  that  he  was  ready,  able,  and 
willing  to  grapple  with  their  condition, 
social,  political,  and  religious.  But  the 
proposal  of  coercion  was  a  confession  of 
inactivity.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  upon  a  recent  occasion,  adverted 
with  great  deference  to  the  opinions  of 
Burke  upon  commercial  questions ;  and 
perhaps  the  House  would  alluw  him  to 
quote  the  opinions  of  Burke  upon  Irish 
coercion.  In  the  year  1795,  Mr.  Burke, 
writing  to  Sir  Hercules  Langriahe  on  Irish 
affairs,  said, — 

"  MilA  unci  lenient  acts  augbt  to  precede  mea- 
sarea  of  rigour ;  the^  ought  In  he  Che  hAiW,  not 
the  prima,  not  the  (Ufa  ratio  of  a  wiic  GoTemment. 
God  forbid  that  on  a  worthf  occasion  authoritj 
slioold  want  the  roeana  of  force  '.  but  where  >  pru- 
dent and  enlarged  polic;  docs  not  prct'ede  it,  then 
the  hearts  of  llic  people  do  not  go  with  the  >al- 
dierj.  You  maj  call  your  Conrtitulion  what  yon 
will ;  in  e9ect  il  will  rootist  of  three  parts — ca- 
valry, InEuitry,  and  artillery,  and  of  nothing  bet- 


Sueh  was  the  opinion  of  Hr.  Burke  on  that 
occasion.  He  should  not  allow  his  feelings 
of  horror  and  alarm  at  assasainatioD  so  to 
warp  his  mind  as  to  bring  him  to  conclude 
that  a  measure  of  this  kind  was  the  only 
one  that  could  be  introduced  for  the  benelit 
of  Ireland.  If  he  took  only  a  hasty  view 
of  the  reasons  alleged  for  it,  and  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  country,  he  might 
possibly  be  induced  to  give  his  vote  for  the 
first  readiug  of  the  Bill.  Doubtless  there 
were  many  in  that  House  who,  with  good 
intentions,  but  superficial  views,  were  ready 
to  commit  themselves  to  the  fint  reading 
of  the  Bill ;  but  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
the  provisions  of  that  measure  were  calcu- 
lated to  promote  discord^that  it  was  ty- 
rannous in  design,  and  inefficient  in  opera- 
tion— that  the  same  blundering  and  des- 
potic spirit  which  first  peeped  out  in  the 
rejected  Arms  Bill  might  be  traced  per- 
vading the  whole  measure;  if  all  that  could 
be  shown,  as  he  believed  it  could,  he  ap- 
pealed to  hon.  Gentlemen  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  Ireland,  whether  they  would  or 
could  support  such  a  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  with  a  tone  and  manner 
which  did  him  honour,  had  read  numerous 
details  from  the  constabnlary  reports,  and 
had  quoted  the  opinions  of  a  large  number 
of  magistrates.  He,  in  the  absence  of 
further  proof,  following  the  example  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Recorder  of 
Dublin,  with  regard  to  the  scarcity  in  Ire- 
land, might  have  questianed  the  extent  of 
crime — might  have  said  that  gross  eutg- 
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geratton  had  been  used — aad,  above  all, 
imitating  the  language  of  the  late  Lord 
Dudley,  he  might  have  reminded  the  House 
that  alarm  was  the  art  of  an  eloquent 
Minister.  Coaceding,  however,  that  the 
amount  of  crime  had  not  been  exaggerated, 
ho  would  ask,  how  did  the  Oovemment 
propose  to  deal  with  such  a  state  of  things 
— how  to  eradicate  the  disorder!  Their 
great  r«medj,  their  mighty  panacea,  ap- 

E eared  to  consist  in  not  permitting  the  in- 
abitonts  of  disturbed  districts  to  leave 
their  houses  between  sunset  and  sunrise, 
under  the  liability,  if  diacovered,  of  being 
transported  for  aeren  years.  Suoh  was 
the  principal  provision  for  the  pacification 
of  Ireland.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  shown  how  such  provisions  would 
deal  with  the  noon-day  murderer,  how  they 
would  lead  the  peasant  to  denounce  the 
murderer,  how  operate  to  destroy  the  cause 
of  crime.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not 
shown  that  it  would  accomphsh  either  of 
those  objects;  and,  regarding  it  as  an  ineffi- 
cient and  a  dangerous  measure,  he  called 
upon  the  House  to  meet  it  as  they  had 
met  the  Arms  Bill ;  for  he  maintained  that 
if  they  suffered  themselves  to  be  carried 
away  by  the  recitals  of  newspaper  para- 
graphs, and  reftised  to  look  into  the  cause 
of  the  crime,  or  into  the  remedies  to  be 
applied,  they  did,  in  fact,  admit  that  a 
total  abdication  of  legislative  functions 
was  the  fittest  remedy  that  could  be  applied . 
He  believed  that  this  was  the  17th  or  18th 
coercive  measure  since  the  Union,  which 
tho  House  had  been  called  on  to  pass  for 
Ireland ;  and  yet  he  had  never  heard  of  one 
measure  of  a  remedial  nature,  or  which 
really  went  to  the  eradication  of  Irish 
grievances.  In  the  case  of  Irish  crime 
(unlike  that  of  England,  which  had  fear- 
fully increased  of  late),  the  Government 
could  hardly  plead  ignorance  of  its  cause, 
for  the  cause  was  well  known — it  was  no- 
toriously owing  to  the  tenure  of  land. 
There  was  no  escaping  that  difBculty. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  it.  Every 
Member  of  that  House  knew  it;  and  yet 
what  was  the  conduct  of  the  Govermnent  ? 
Either  through  inability,  laziness,  or  disin- 
choation,  they  were  more  ready  to  resusci- 
tate and  rebaptize  the  old  Coercion  Bill, 
than  to  apply  themselves  heart  and  hand 
to  the  bnnging  forward  of  some  measure 
which  should  go  to  the  root  of  the  social 
evil.  Could  it  be  credited  that  in  the  teeth 
of  all  their  experience— in  the  six  hun- 
dredth year  of  our  sway  over  Ireland — the 
British  HouM  of  ConuuoDS  should  be  ait- 


tmg  to  pass  a  measure  to  transport  men 
who  were  out  of  their  houses  between  sun- 
set and  sunrise?  He  really  was  astonished 
that  a  Government  professing  itself  to  be 
the  author  of  great  and  comprehensive 
schemes  should  soil  itself  by  bringing  for- 
ward such  a  martial  law  in  masquerade. 
He  would,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  briefly  refer  to  the  evidence  of  two 
gentlemen  taken  before  the  Lords'  Com- 
mittee in  1824,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  administer  coercive  laws.  The  iSrst 
witness  to  whom  he  referred  was  Francis 
Blackhume,  Esq.,  now  Lord  Chief  Justice 
of  Ireland.     That  gentleman  was  asked — 

"  When  jrou  stkta  that  a  eonndenble  improve 
ment  hae  taken  place  in  certuo  parts  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  the  Insurrection  Act  has  been  iu 
force,  do  you  moan  b;  improrement  only  that  the 
sjatem  of  outrage  hat  been  effbotually  checked, 
or  da  foil  mean  t«  aa;  that  the  dispoiition  to 
commit  outrage  has  ceased  to  exist  1 — 1  mean  to 
aaj  that  a  ceBsatiou  of  outrage  hat  been  producedi 
but  I  cannot  sajthat  I  beliere  aajr  materuU  obuiga 
of  disposition  has  been  prodnoed." 

"  What  measures  are,  in  your  opinion,  best  cal- 
culated to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
Ireland ) — Generally  ipeakiug,  employment  and 
education.  While  the  cinmntetaiioei  you  have 
mentioned  as  the  cause  of  the  disturbanoes  in  Ire- 
land do  elist.  do  you  think  the  Iniurreotion  Act, 
without  other  measures,  will  produce  tranquillity  ? 
— It  will  put  down  the  disturbance  from  time  to 
time  to  time,  bat  it  will  not  produce  a  better  order 
of  things." 

The  other  gentleman  from  whose  evidence 
he  would  quote,  was  Mr.  J.  Howley,  Assut- 
ant  Barrister  for  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
who  possessed  peeuhar  means  of  informa- 
tion as  to  the  Irish  character.  He  was 
asked— 

"  IVom  your  experience  of  the  Irish  chantctor, 
would  you  aay  they  were  more  easily  reclaimed 
&0m  evil  courses,  or  more  easQy  directed  in  proper 
courses  by  a  conciliatory  counie.  or  by  putting  into 
operation  the  full  extremity  of  the  law? — From  my 
luiowledge  of  the  Irish  character,  I  wonld  say  that 
naked  penalties  alono  will  not  put  dawn  ofl^nces. 
They  must  be  mixed  with  kindness  and  considerate 
DOnduct.  I  should  say  the  ordinary  law  carried 
on  steadily  and  directly :  not  pushed  aside  by  small 
influences,  but  carried  steadily  on,  and  adminis- 
tered with  temper,  and  without  the  appearance  of 
Tindictireness,  would  be  sufficient  to  i    '  '  ' 


He  need  only  remind  the  HouBe,  in  addi- 
tion to  tiutt,  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Recorder  for  Duhhn  had 
on  a  recent  occasion  given  it  as  lus  decided 
opinion  that  the  law  as  it  stood  was  quite 
sufficient  for  the  suppression  of  all  disturb- 
ances. When  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
talked  the  other  night  of  the  great  increase 
of  crime,  bad  he  asked  himself  to  what  it 
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might  be  attribnted — bad  it  DOrer  occurred 
to  him  that  it  hod  been  maioly  produced 
bj  the  condact  of  the  Government  ihcm- 
selves?  What  bad  they  done?  In  1843 
the  celebrated  Devon  Commission  was  is- 
BUed.  As  a  resident  in  Ireland  he  knev 
that  the  excitement  caused  amongst  the 
peasantry  of  Ireland  by  that  Commission 
could  not  bo  overrated.  The  mode  in 
which  the  Commission  was  constituted,  and 
the  great  powers  with  which  it  *aa  armed, 
had  raised  the  most  inordinate  expectations. 
The  cottier  tenant  tboii;;bt  that  the  man- 
ner of  his  holding  would  bo  revised,  and 
the  principle  of  fixity  of  tenure  had  gained 
great  ground.  It  would  he  unnecessary 
for  him  to  detail  what  followed,  or  to  con- 
wder  bow  tliose  C-tpectntiona  bad  been  re- 
aliied.  After  a  lapse  of  some  time,  how- 
ever, two  monster  volumes  were  issued. 
All  that  they  contained  had  been  said  before 
by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  of  1836  ; 
hut  it  was  supposed  that  tboso  were  to  be 
the  last  of  the  blue  books,  and  that  imme- 
diate legislation  was  to  follow.  His  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  below  him  had  oz- 
tracted  at  some  length  from  different 
portions  of  the  Report  which  had  issued 
from  the  Devon  Commission  ;  but  one 
part  had  been  omitted  which  ho  thought 
■hould  bo  read,  in  justice  to  the  suffer- 
ing people  of  Ireland.  After  depicting 
the  state  of  their  living,  or  they  should 
rather  have  said,  "of  their  dying"' — oswas 
said  to  the  traveller,  who,  passing  over  the 
Pontine  marshes,  and  inquiring  "  How  do 
yon  live  here  ?  "  was  met  by  the  answer, 
"We  don't  live,  we  die  here,  ' — they  went 
on  to  say — 

'■  When  wo  coniider  thie  state  of  things,  and 
the  IsTKe  [Hvportion  of  the  population  which  comci 
under  ths  designation  of  agricultunil  labourer!, 
wo  have  to  repeat  that  tho  patient  enduraucc 
whith  they  exhibit  i«  iLemrviiig  of  bigh  i-ommcad- 
atiou,  auil  entitles  tLom  to  the  bcBt  attention  of 
GoveruQient  and  of  Parliament." 

To  what  then  bad  the  "  beat  attention  of 
Government  and  of  Parliament  "  led  *  It 
had  led  to  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  in 
mother  place,  which  was  so  utterly  ridi- 
colons  that  it  had  established  a  sort  of  fixity 
of  tenure  for  itself,  for  beyond  the  House  uf 
LordsithadneTergone.  Anerallthcsolemn 
mockery  of  issuing  that  Commission — after 
exciting  the  hopes  and  extolling  the  patience 
of  the  poor  Irish — all  that  they  did  was  to 
ozpose  their  miseries,  and  to  come  down 
with  a  Coercion  Sill  as  a  rider  to  Lord  De- 
von's Commusion.  The  right  hon.  Ss- 
ronet  the  Secrefatry  for  the  Home  Depart- 


that  very  Bill  UD- 
■  his  hfo  he  could 


ment,  uttering  the  other  night  a  sentiment 
which,  he  believed,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  adopted  from  Mr,  Poi  in  1797,  said 
that  they  must  not  legislate  for  Ireland 
with  reference  to  Enghsh  notions,  but  with 
reference  to  Irish  interests  and  Irish  pre- 
judices, lie  confessed  that  ho  was  de- 
hgbted  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
make  use  of  that  sentiment ;  but  he  firmly 
beUeved,  if  there  were  one  thing  more 
than  another  which  was  more  pecu- 
liarly obnoxious  to  Irish  interests  and 
Irish  prejudices, 
der  discussion  ;  t 
not  understand, 
give  every  credit  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  had  prepared  that  BiU, 
bow  such  an  inefficient  measure  had  been 
allowed  to  be  brought  forward.  He  must 
say  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  regarded  it 
as  the  production  of  a  vacillating  and  dis- 
united  Cabinet.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  right  hoD.  Baronet  himself  ever  wished 
the  Bill  to  pass.  It  wu  all  very  well  to 
talk  of  certain  conveoiences  in  die  Cabi- 
net ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  that  Bill 
was  ever  intended  to  pass.  Another  rea- 
son why  every  one  should  oppose  that  Bill 
was,  that  if  tney  passed  it  they  would  have 
no  security  that  some  despotic  Minister 
might  not  at  some  lime  or  other  go  down 
to  that  House,  after  cutting  out  three  or 
four  horrible  accounts  of  murders  from  the 
newspapers,  and  call  upon  that  House  to 
pass  a  Coercion  Act  for  England.  He 
contended,  then,  that  this  was  an  Enghsh 
question  as  well  as  an  Irish  question. 
What  was  good  for  the  one  country  was 
good  for  the  other,  and  what  was  bod  for 
tho  one  was  bad  for  the  other.  The  6th, 
7th,  and  8th  Sections  of  the  Bill  directed 
that  certain  compensation  should  be  made 
to  the  relations  of  the  persons  murdered, 
the  money  wherewith  to  make  which  com- 
pensation should  be  advanced  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund.  Then,  by  the  9th  and 
14th  Sections,  the  sums  no  advanced  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund  were  directed  to  he 
repaid  by  a  tax  on  the  occupying  tenant, 
whether  his  holding  wero  over  or  under 
41.,  and  that  was  not  to  be  deducted  from 
the  rent.  Now,he  wouldappealtolheHouse, 
and  he  would  ask  whether  any  man  remem- 
bering what  was  the  operation  of  the  Still- 
Fine  Act,  and  knowing  tho  state  of  physi- 
cal destitution  in  which  the  cottier  tenantry 
were  plunged,  could  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  such  a  tax  could  ever  he  levied  from 
them.  Instead  of  being  surprised  at  the 
amount  of  crime  in  Ireland,  he  most  say — 
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and  he  niok«  from  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance vitn  tbe  cottier  peakantry  of  Ireland 
— ^at  the  amount  of  their  patience  anr- 
raised  him  much  more.  Let  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  remember  that  phyeical  desti- 
tntios  and  moral  degradation  went  hand  in 
hand — that  they  were  inseparable — that 
they  eonld  not  debase  a  man  in  the  scale  of 
comfort  without  debasing  his  moral  condi- 
tion ;  and  remembering  that,  he  wonld 
aak  him  whether  it  was  either  just  or  Iiu- 
mane  to  call  upon  that  House  to  pass  ooer- 
oive  laws  to  check  the  vices  of  a  people 
which  they  themaelre^,  by  their  own  mia- 
goremment,  had  engendered.  He  was 
Teiy  nnwiUing  to  do  so,  yet  he  conld  not 
refntin  from  notiotng  one  remark  which 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  opposite, 
the  Member  for  Lynn  (Lord  G.  Bentinck), 
who  stated,  than  any  man  who  apposed 
that  measure  should  be  responsible  for 
ereiT  additional  murder.  He  did  not  lay 
mnoh  streu  apon  the  noble  Lord's  ezpres- 
uon,  for  he  had  not  yet  had  sufScient  train- 
ing as  a  leader  to  weigh  sufficiently  the 
importance  of  erety  phrase  ;  and  when  he 
jomped  from  figures  of  arithmetic  into 
flgnres  of  rhotoric,  the  noble  Lord  some- 
times bolted  from  his  backers,  and  was 
apt  to  run  in  distress.  The  noble  Lord, 
howBTer,  had  given  no  reason  for  passing 
a  Coercion  Bill  for  Ireland,  which  did  not 
eqndiy  apply  to  England.  If  the  amount  of 
crime  were  the  reason,  he  could  tell  them 
that  dreadful  crimes  were  shockingly  pre- 
ralent  in  England.  As  the  noble  Lord 
made  out  his  case,  referring  to  two  mur- 
ders in  Tyrone,  which  was  an  Orange 
oonnty,  let  him  just  take  one  or  two 
g^ano.es  at  random  into  the  country  news- 
papers. He  would  first  take  the  noble  Lord 
into  Staffordshire,  and  tiiere  he  found  the 
foHowing : — 

"  iTohn  Brougb,  n  Cinnar.  at  Biddolph,  between 
Tnnitall  and  Congleton,  in  Staffbrdihira,  hat  killed 
hli  brother  'Diomu,  b;  beaUng  him  on  the  bead 
with  a  hunmer ;  lie  afterwarda  threw  the  body 


tbreat«De4  to  distrain — hence  the  mnrder.  The 
{ninoipal  whneaa  igainbt  the  oriminsl  «u  James 
BroDgb,  another  brother  to  whom  he  had  Qon- 
fe«aed  bia  gnilt,  Brough  bai  been  Comnutted  to 
priion  for  trial." 


{ApkilS} 
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Or  again,  in  a  quiet  village  in  Somerset- 
shire, near  Bridgewater,  a  woman  in  her 
twenty-eighth  year,  poisoned  her  mother 
and  brother,  and  one  of  her  illegitimate 
children.  Such  eases  might  bo  mul- 
tiplied ad  {H^nttom.  He  might  go  eves 
to  the  noble  Lord's  own  county;  yet  the 


noble  Lord  never  thought  of  stating  that » 
Coercion  Bill  was  neoossary  for  England. 
He  really  was  snrpriied  that  any  man,  espe-- 
oially  one  in  the  noble  Lord's  situation,  look- 
ing to  his  prospective  position — [A  lau^A.] 
He  said  it  seriously.  There  was  no  reason 
why  the  noble  Lord  should  not  be  Prime 
Uinister.  The  noble  Lord  had  ability  and 
influence  to  commend  that  elevated  posi- 
tion ;  and  he  repeated,  he  was  surprised 
that  the  noble  Lord  should  come  down  to 
that  House  and  make  random  proposals 
upon  no  better  information  than  a  few 
newspaper  paragraphs.  Probably,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Irish  Secretary  from  the 
House,  there  might  be  some  excuse  for  the 
ignorance  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 

fartment  had  displayed  with  reference  to 
reland.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
wholly  omitted  to  mention,  when  condemn- 
ing Tipperary,  that  the  southern  port  of 
that  county  was  altogether  distinct  from 
the  north,  and  that  in  the  South  Riding  of 
Tipperary  crime  was  almost  unknown. 
What  was,  however,  the  state  of  that 
county?  His  hon.  and  teamed  Friend 
(Mr.  O'Connell)  had  alluded  very  cursorily 
to  the  number  of  civil  hill  ejectments  which 
had  taken  place.  He  perceived  from  the 
Land  Commission  Report,  that  the  number 
of  civil  bill  ejectments  in  Ireland  from  1839 
to  1843,  eiclusive  of  the  number  of  indi- 
vidual occupiers  serred  with  process,  was 
70,982 :  allowing  five  persons  to  each  fa- 
mily, it  would  give  a  result  of  354,910 
indiriduals  ejected  by  civil  bills  during 
these  three  years.  Why,  if  that  were  done 
in  England,  his  word  for  it  they  wonld  have 
plenty  of  landlords  shot  on  the  highways. 
This  had  been  going  on  for  years,  and  no 
measures  had  been  taken  to  stop  it;  on  the 
contrary,  a  noble  and  learned  Lord,  en- 
larging on  the  ducal  dictum  which  first 
emanated  from  Clumber,  "that  you  may 
do  what  you  like  with  your  own,  had  de- 
clared that  Parliament  had  no  right  to  in- 
terfere with  the  rights  of  property — as  if 
it  did  not  do  so  by  every  railroad  Act  and 
every  tax.  He  was  not  attempting  to  pal- 
liate the  crime ;  but  he  would  not  be  hur- 
ried away  by  a  temporary  fit  of  enthusiasm, 
got  up  bynewspaper  paragraphs,  forgetting 
that  he  had  been  sent  to  that  House  to  le- 
gislate for  his  fellow  countrymen.  In  his 
(Mr.  Osborne's)  opinion,  the  true  way  to 
suppress  agrarian  outrages,  and  to  prevent 
assassination,  was  not  by  a  Special  Com- 
mission— not  by  Whiteboy  Acts — not  by 
grants  to  Maynooth  oven,  or  by  the  eata- 
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I,  he  concurred  irith  bim  iu  bis  vievrs 
1  respect  to  tliis  measure,  but  he  dia- 
seDtcd  from  his  opiniona  as  to  a  separate 
Legislature ;  for  as  a  resident  in  tlitit  coun- 
try, he  did  not  believe  the  Repeal  of  the 
UuioD  to  be  a  panacea  for  all  tbe  evils  of  Ire- 
land. Ho  would,  however,  warn  the  Kouse, 
that  in  passing  a  measure  of  this  coercive 
character,  thej  were  giving  an  argument 
to  those  who  were  in  favour  of  a  repeal  of 
the  Union,  and  causing  discontent  in  Ire- 
land. Men  of  all  parties  in  that  country 
were  discontented  with  the  Government; 
and  tbej  said  that  it  was  ignorant  of  their 
wants  and  indifferent  to  tbeir  intcresU. 
He  waa  favourable  to  tbe  Union  between 
the  two  countnCB ;  but  if  it  were  only  to  be 


blishment  of  Colleges— least  of  all  could  it 
be  effected  by  a  Coercion  Bill.  Tbe  only 
real  and  effective  way,  in  his  humble  judg- 
ment, was,  to  alter  the  law  of  fixed  pro- 
perty BO  as  to  render  the  transfer  of  pro- 
perty easier,  that  tbey  might  obtain  a  dif- 
ferent class  of  proprietors.  That,  and  a 
total  alteration  of  the  laws  relating  to  the 
connexion  of  landlord  and  tenant,  seemed 
to  him  to  be  the  only  true  way  of  suppress- 
ing agrarian  outrages  and  assaasination  in 
Ireland,  lie  thought  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  had  been  marked  with 
great  indiscretion,  when  he  took  upon  him- 
self to  lUsmiss  all  the  magistrates  who 
entertained  Repeal  sentiments.  In  his 
opinion,  the  Chancellor  committed  what  a 
French  Minister  had  stigmatized  as  worse 
than  a  crimc~~-"a  political  blunder."  Ano- 
ther'political  blunder  which,  as  it  appeared 
to  him,  the  Government  committed,  was  in 
regard  to  the  Grand  Jury  Act  in  Ireland. 
It  was  all  very  well  to  say  that  Protestant 
ascendancy  was  at  end;  but  be  asserted 
that  it  still  existed,  and  that  it  would  be 
seen  iu  tlie  constitution  of , those  juries. 
Let  them  look  to  the  long  panel  of  Tippc- 
rary  as  a  proof  of  that  fact.  In  1 839,  there 
were  118  Catholics  on  the  lon^  panel,  (18 
being  among  the  first  100  ;  in  1844,  there 
were  43  Catholics  on  tbe  long  panel,  and 
10  amongst  the  first  100  ;  and  in  1846, 
there  were  17  on  the  long  panel,  and  5 
amongst  the  first  100.  That  was  the  state 
of  tbe  long  panel  in  Tipperary  during 
those  years.  That  was  the  case  of  the 
long  panel  in  Tipperary  ;  and  at  tbe  last 
assiKCS,  out  of  23  names  on  the  grand  jury 
of  the  north  riding,  only  one  Catholic  had 
been  empanuelled— a  gentlemen  of  great 
respectabdity,  and  most  unexceptionable 
in  point  of  property  and  station,  bnt  he 
was  a  man  of  strong  Conservative  princi- 
ples. Why,  he  would  ask,  were  other 
Catholic  gentlemen,  of  equal  intelligence, 
property,  and  station,  omitted  from  tbe 
panel  ?  If  the  hon.  Member  for  Tippe- 
rory  were  not  present,  he  would  refer  to 
hia  intelligence  and  station,  and  ask  why 
was  be  not  on  tbe  grand  jury  ?  There 
were  two  other  Catholic  gentlemen,  also  of 
great  respectability  and  station,  and  their 
names  were  omitted  from  tbe  grand  panel 
in  an  adjoining  county  to  Tipperary  ;  and 
when  be  looked  at  these  circumstances,  he 
waa  justified  in  saying  that  it  arose  from 
a  one-sided  and  bigoted  system.  He  bad 
great  pleasure  in  seconding  tbe  Amend- 
ment of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend.  He 
admired  his  sincerity,  ho  admired  his  ge- 


j  did 

not  think  it  worth  that  cost.  They  bad 
been  told  by  a  right  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  there  was  an  evil  genius  iu 
tbe  Cabinet.  There  was,  it  was  true,  an 
evil  genius  in  the  Cabinet,  but  it  was  of  an 
Orange  hue ;  and  whether  with  a  wig  and 
gown  in  Ireland— whether  in  Dublin  Castle 
or  in  that  House — -it  still  clung  around  the 
Irish  policy  of  the  Government.  He  called 
upon  tbo  House  not  to  be  led  away  by  spe- 
cious pretexts  to  enact  a  law  which  was  so 
much  opposed  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  SIDNEY  HERBERT  would  not  at- 
tempt, on  a  subject  so  painful  as  that  before 
them,  to  go  into  all  the  extraneous  topics  of 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had 
just  concluded.  He  should  always  speak  with 
great  respect  of  the  opinions  advanced  in 
that  House  by  a  Gentleman  resident  iu  Ire- 
land, and  who  did  his  duty  efficiently  and 
perfectly  to  his  tenantry,  and  those  by 
whom  he  was  surrounded;  and  it  was  not 
meant  as  any  disparagement  to  that  hon. 
Gentleman,  or  the  country  in  which  he  re- 
aided,  if  he  did  not  go  into  some  of  those 
topics.  Tbey  had  an  example  set  them  to- 
night by  the  calm  and  temperate  manner 
in  which  a  man  of  so  impassioned  a  nature 
as  tbe  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  brought 
forward  the  Amendment;  and  be  thought 
that  no  man,  in  following  that  speech,  could 
well  transgress  the  bounds  of  moderation 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
set  out.  Ho  should  be  sorry  to  see  party 
politics  introduced  with  reference  to  such  a 
subject  as  that  before  them;  and  whatever 
might  he  his  situation,  be  never  would  as- 
sist in  making  Ireland  again  the  battle-tield 
of  party.  He  was  an  Irish  landlord  him- 
self, and  he  bad  a  deep  stake  in  the  welfare 
of  that  cDtutiy.    Ho  took  the  wannest 
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n  her  fate  and  in  her  raiafortuneB, 
and  he  was  a  willing  party  to  the  measure 
before  the  House,  becauso  ho  thought  it 
wttH  requisite  for  the  aafetj  of  tliat  country, 
OB  he  had  been  a  warm  advocate  of  the 
other  meaaureB  of  the  GoTemmeot 
spect  to  Ireland,  because  he  thought  that 
they  had  a  tendency  to  introduce  better 
feelings  amongst  persons  of  different  par- 
ties and  different  reUgioua  persuasions,  and 
to  awaken  the  minds  of  different  classes  to 
co-operate  for  the  general  and  permanent 
prosperity  of  the  country.  From  the 
speecbes,  however,  wbicb  they  had  heard 
that  evening,  one  would  alinoat  hope  that 
the  intention,  which  had  on  other  occasions 
been  so  strongly  eipreased,  of  meeting  this 
measure  with  Motions  for  delay,  bad  been 


given  up,  inasmuch  as  both  those  spei 
would  seem  to  have  passed  by  the  firs 


and 


second  readings  of  the  Bill,  to  go  to  details 
rather  than  to  principles,  and  to  have  an- 
ticipated the  committal  of  the  measure. 
Now,  he  did  not  think  it  would  bo  conve- 
nient that  they  should,  at  this  stage  of  the 
measure,  iliscnss  its  particular  clauses,  or 
contrast  its  provisions  with  the  Bills  of  other 
Governments;  and  the  more  especially  as 
no  one  who  had  hitherto  spoken  upoo  the 
subject  hod,  in  the  least  degree,  attempted 
to  deny  the  emergency  which  had  induced 
the  Government  to  introduce  this  Bill. 
The  BtatcmentB  of  his  right  bon.  Friend 
(Sir  J.  Graham)  remained  unanswered  and 
uncontradicted — the  only  allegation  against 
them  being  that  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down,  that  they  were  e.y- 
aggerated.  He  wished  that  they  might  be 
exaggerated;  for  it  would  he  moat  satisfac- 
tory, he  was  persuaded,  to  the  Government, 
to  find  that  they  had  overrated  the  evils 
that  prevailed  in  Ireland,  and  that  they 
had  been  premature  ia  introducing,  with 
reference  to  that  country,  a  measure  of  se- 
verity which  was  not  justified  by  the  facts 
of  the  case.  The  hon.  Member  who  spoke 
last  said,  that  if  similar  evictions  of  ten. 
antry  had  taken  place  in  England  as  had 
taken  place  in  Ireland,  they  would  have  had 
landlords  shot  in  one  country  as  well  as  in 
the  other;  and  he  blamed  them  for  not 
having  introduced  measures  in  reference  to 
the  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant  in  Ire- 
land. Now,  thin  was  not  fair,  when  it 
was  recollected  that  the  Government  bad 
introduced  a  measure  lost  year  upon 
that  subject,  which,  though  it  had  b«en 
unsuccessful,  bod  not  deprived  them  of 
the  hope  that  they  might  be  enabled  to 
introduce  a  measure  in  the  present  year 


with  a  better  prospect  of  success.  But 
tlie  Buhjcct  was  a  most  diflicnlt  and  deli- 
cate one;  and  certainly,  as  yet,  the  Go- 
vernment had  had  but  little  encouragement 
in  dealing  with  such  questions,  for  the  mo- 
ment a  measure  of  that  nature  was  intro- 
duced, private  and  hostile  interests  at  once 
arose  in  opposition  to  it,  and  it  was  next  to 
impossible,  on  such  a  subject,  and  amidst 
such  a  diversity  of  opinion,  to  carry  a  mea* 
sure  through  Foriiomeut  with  any  pro- 
spect of  success.  He  hoped,  however, 
the  great  public  necessity  that  existed  for  » 
measure  of  the  nature  now  sought  to  be  in- 
troduced, would  induce  bon.  Members  to 
sink  private  opinion  and  party  interests  in 
favour  of  this  efficacious  remedy.  The 
hon.  Member  alluded  to  a  feeling  of  ven- 
geance against  landlords,  arising  from  the 
eviction  of  the  tenantry,  as  a  source  of 
crime.  He  regretted  to  hear  that;  he  should 
not  go  into  die  frightful  instances  which 
had  been  mentioned  in  that  House;  for  he 
had  no  sympathy  with  the  system  under 
which  large  niunbers  of  human  beings  were 
turned  wide  on  the  world;  and  still  less 
when  they  wore  so  turned  out  in  a  country 
where  the  love  of  particular  localities,  and 
a  feeUng  of  pride  in  possessing  raaall  piecea 
of  land,  were  so  great  as  in  Ireland.  But 
thoy  must  recollect  that  in  the  present  ano- 
malous state  of  society  in  Ireland,  great 
difficulties  arose  in  consequence  of  the  land 
being  apportioned  to  an  indefinite  number 
of  tenants.  A  person,  for  example,  got  a 
lease  of  land  and  let  it  to  another,  who, 
knowing  nothing  of  the  obligations  under 
which  perhaps  the  first  letting  was  made, 
sublet  it  to  others,  by  whom  it  was  again 
subdivided  among  a  still  greater  number  of 
tenants,  adding  infinitely  to  the  general 
distress  of  the  whole  dbtrict.  If  that  sys- 
tem was  to  go  on,  the  effect  must  be,  that 
it  would  eventually  swallow  up  the  wholo 
land,  and  then  would  come  a  struggle  be- 
tween the  extreme  exercise  of  the  rights  of 
property  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  necessity 
for  subsistence,  which  the  poor  occupier 
would  make  on  the  other.  .  The  House 
might  well  beheve  that  these  were  ques- 
tions not  to  be  settled  by  a  passing  flourish 
about  the  duties  of  landlords,  but  that  they 
were  questions  which  required  the  enlight- 
ened and  considerate  attention  of  the  Le- 
gislature. He  thought  he  would  he  able 
to  show — and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
bear  with  him  if  he  quoted  a  little  more  at 
length  on  this  subject  than  was  usual  with 
him — how  far  it  was  true,  as  had  been  al- 
leged, that  the  present  course  of  Govern. 
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ment  wu  encounging  «  war  between  the 
rick  and  the  poor;  how  far  it  was  true  that 
they  were  biiaging  in  a  Bill  to  protect  the 
strong  against  the  weak;  hoir  far  it  was 
tme  that  they  took  caro  to  protect  those 
who  were  rich  and  able  to  protect  them- 
telves,  and  did  not  show  the  Hame  core  for 
the  humble  and  industrious  poor.  He 
could  show  from  proofs  before  him,  that 
the  murders  which  were  committed  in 
broad  day  were,  generally  speaking,  mur- 
ders peq)etrat«d  against  persons  in  the 
higher  ranks  of  life ;  and  that,  on  the 
otter  band,  the  night  murders  were  com- 
mitted on  the  pour  and  defenceless;  and 
for  this  reason — the  rich  man  lived  in  a 
house  carefully  secured,  with  his  serrants 
well  armed,  his  windows  barricaded,  and 
ererything  about  it  capable  of  standing  a 
■iege;  and  when  such  a  man  was  murdered 
it  was  usually  in  the  open  day;  perhaps 
fired  at  from  a  hedge  when  he  wos  return- 
ing from  the  quarter  sessions,  or  some 
ouer  duty.  But  the  poor  man,  who  lived 
In  a  wretched  thatched  cottage  with  the 
door  and  window  ill  secured,  that  man  was 
Mtacked  at  night,  shots  were  fired  into  his 
house,  and  incendiarism  was  almost  solely 
confined  to  him,  because  lie  was  poor  and 
defenceless — he  had  no  serrants  to  repel 
the  invasion  of  what  ought  to  bo  his  castle; 
Mid  therefore  he  maintained  that  an  obvious 
diatinction  must  be  made  between  the  night 
elass  of  murders,  which  especially  re- 
quired their  interference,  and  those  that 
were  committed  in  broad  day.  The 
one  class  of  victims  called  much  niore 
loudly  for  protection  than  did  the  other. 
Therefore  the  accusation  that  was  brought 
Against  Qovemment,  that  they  were  legis- 
lating for  the  strong  agunst  tho  weak, 
was  not  founded  in  fact.  Lot  ns  see 
who  are  the  victims  in  the  great  majo- 
rity of  these  cases.  Here  was  a  case 
reported  to  Government  by  a  gentleman 
whose  respectability  no  person,  and  cer- 
tainly not  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Ur.  O'Connell),  would  deny.  It  was  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Leyne,  nephew  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.     He  said — 

■'  1  hnvB  to  report  that,  on  the  night  of  Wed- 
amU}-,  the  10th  instant,  oa  Shuidf  Kennf  *at 
retuminj;  home  from  work,  he  wu  brutally  mui^ 
dered,  near  Che  croit-roadi  of  Da;ncen,  withio 
three  mile!  or  Kildjwrt,  in  Ibia  countj.  It  ap- 
pears that  about  two  month)  ago  tho  deceoaed's 
ihther  took  a  few  acres  of  land  from  Mr,  Pierco 
CunpbcU,  of  this  U>wn,  out  of  which  a  man  Darned 
Jamos  Seiton  was,  at  tho  lame  time,  ejected,  and 
to  tliU  cause  nlonc  is  to  be  attributed  the  perpe- 
tration of  ao  dreadfiil  a  crime.  The  unlbrtumite 
toan  wu  not  DI1I7  shot  to  death,  bnt  hi* : 
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deep  woondi  on  the  baok  part  of  hi 

It  was  true  murders  such  as  these  arose 
out  of  questions  connected  with  the  occn- 
pation  of  land;  it  was  not  the  landlord, 
however,  who  was  made  the  victim^t  was 
the  poor  tenants,  who  had,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  ar- 
rangements connected  with  the  leasing  at 
the  land;  but  the  landlord  could  not  be 
reached,  and  therefore  the  poor  farmer  fell 
the  rictim  to  these  agrarian  ontr^es. 
Here  was  a  case  in  which  the  effects  of 
such  outrages  fell  directly  on  the  poor;  it 
was  an  announcement  by  the  Directors  of 
the  Mining  Company  of  Ireland,  and  was 
as  follows  :— 

■'  The  board  of  director*  of  the  Mining  Com- 
ponj  of  Ireland  hereby  gives  notice  t«  all  whom 
It  may  coDcem,  that  the  conipaDj'i  worts,  at 
Earls-liill  Collier}  will  be  snipended  im  Satarday, 
the  30th  of  December  neit,  or  the  earliest  da;  ad- 
missible under  existing  contracts.  The  board  haa 
been  relnrtantl]'  impelled  to  adopt  this  course  bf 
tho  outrages  and  threats  to  whieh  the  eompaay's 
stewards.  Martin  Morris  and  othen.  have  been 
subjected  with  impunitf,  notwithstanding  large 
rewards  offered  for  information  which  might  lead 
to  the  punishment  of  the  oflfenders ;  and  bj  tho 
threatening  notiees  subsequently  served  on  those 
•ell-disposed  workmen  who  are  desirons  to  work 
under  the  company,  and  earn  support  for  them- 
selres  and  £imiliei,  but  whose  lives  are  Coo  highl; 
valued  hj  the  board  to  be  risked  by  a  continuance 
of  the  works,  until  suBlcicnt  protection  can  be  af- 
forded to  them." 

This  was  one  of  the  results  that  flowed 
from  a  want  of  protection  to  the  poor.  Let 
capital  obtain  a  safe  footing  in  Ireland, 
and  industry  and  employment  would  be- 
come more  and  more  rife — a  greater  amount 
of  physical  comfort  would  be  enjoyed  by 
the  people,  and  contentment  and  happiness 
would  be  more  wisely  diffused ;  but  be- 
cause life  was  not  safe  in  Ireland,  and  so- 
ciety disorganised,  the  employment  of 
capital  was  greatly  injured  in  that  country. 
He  would  give  a  case  of  outrage  in  Clare, 
communicatod  to  Government,  which  was 
as  follows : — 

"  I  am  sorry  to  be  again  obliged  to  report  that 
an  outrage  of  a  very  serious  uMoiv  occurred  in 
this  neighbourhood  yesterday  evening.  On  my 
visiting  the  placo  thia  day  I  learned  the  following 
partioulara ;  namely,  that  about  half-pait  six 
o'clock  on  the  previous  evening  a  part;  of  armed 
men,  about  nine  in  number,  wearing  bonnets, 
and  hiving  their  fnrea  blackened,  entered  the 
bouse  of  a  respectable  &nner,  of  the  name  of 
Murphy,  and  after  discharging  a  blunderbuss  in 
hia  &ce,  which  Ibrtunately  only  contained  soote 
powder,  they,  in  a  most  aavage  manner,  ei»n- 
menced  beating  Murphy  with  the  butt-cnda  of 
their  guna  and  clubs,  and  only  left  off  beating  bim 
when  the;  thongfat  he  wu  dead;  they  broke  bis 
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U^  and  kft  hii  hnd  In  ■  moit  fri^lful  «t*te ; 
tbera  tre  two  [AjiioUnt  atiending  bim,  who  Iutb 
but  slight  hope)  of  his  recorarf .  The;  also  in- 
dieted  ■efonil  vauiids  on  Ms  ion  and  daughter ; 
the  latter  !■  bIki  oonfined  to  her  bed  in  n  bud 
■tats ;  tba  son  seTeral  times  endeamured  to  dis- 
oharge  a  hlondsrbBsa  at  tbam  while  beating  hi« 
father,  but  DnfiHiuiuttelr  it  would  not  go  off,  al- 
though heavily  loaded.  The  part;  thun  went 
swaf,  taking  with  them  three  guns  and  n  blunder- 
bass.  The  &jnil7  all  dGD}  harLng  an;  knowledge 
of  any  of  them.  IIb  cause  assigned  for  this 
brutal  attaek  is,  that  Mu^ij,  about  seiau  yean 
ago,  tixA  a  bnu  of  land  from  nhich  wmo  people 
had  been  ejected.  There  is  no  clue  at  present 
that  could  lend  to  the  apprehension  of  any  of  the 
pkr^.  1  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  sub-in- 
■peetor  Comyns  has  just  come  in,  afUr  spending 
tbe  night  in  ssaroh  of  the  offenders,  and  bos  suo- 
oeedod  in  arresting  three  of  tho  party  conoerned 
in  tbe  outrage  on  Murphy  and  his  £imily,  and  th^it 
one  of  them  hiu  been  frtlly  identiSed  as  a  principal 
in  the  outrm^  by  Murphy's  serrant  boy ;  and  aa  it 
is  ftamd  he  would  either  leave  the  oountry.  or  be 
detemd  from  prosecuting,  1  have  directed  the 
police  to  keep  ^'•"<  in  their  barracks  for  some 
time." 

This  was  &  atatemeat  commumcBted  by 
Ur.  B^ej,  resident  magistrate  in  the 
oonntj  of  Clare.  FiDm  the  diatrict  of 
NewcMtle,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  they 
hwl  the  following  report  from  Mr.  SuUivan, 
■eoond  beail-constable :- — 

■'  I  have  t4>  Mate  that  on  Sunday,  tbe  ISth  in- 
■tant,  about  •erra  o'clock,  f.  k.,  aa  John  O'Brien, 
of  Giutecn,  was  on  his  return  home  frvm  the  vil- 
lage of  Fcenagh,  be  waa  waylaid  iiy  five  op  six 
man,  two  of  whom,  David  Lynch,  jnn.,  and  Wil- 
liam long,  both  of  Clonrycrippa,  inflicted  with 
atones  two  very  dangerous  wounds  on  tbe  left  side 
of  the  head,  fivm  tl»  eflects  of  which  be  now  lies 
very  dangerously  ili.  He  cannot  name  or  deioribe 
any  of  tlw  rest  of  the  party,  nor  can  Nancy  Sulii- 
TM,  who  aecompanied  him,  and  who,  by  crying 
«Dt  for  assistaDoe,  saved  his  life,  elsa  it  is  proba' 
ble  he  would  liave  been  murdered,  as  Lynch,  Long, 
and  party  are  old  enemies,  and  belong  to  a  faction 
^ways  opposed  to  O'Srien's." 

What  he  wished  to  show  was,  that  these 
were  cases  which  occurred  at  night — that 
poor  men  were  then  attacked  in  their  own 
housei,  or  on  their  way  to  and  &om  their 
work.  He  had  a  letter  from  a  man  who 
was  in  possession  of  ft  piece  of  land  given 
to  him  hy  lua  landlord,  but  who,  after 
having  been  in  possession  for  a  short  time, 
wrote  to  his  landlord,  asking  him,  in  Qod's 
name,  to  take  back  tho  land,  as  his  life 
was  in  danger,  and  he  was  so  afraid  that 
he  durst  not  go  to  his  work.  This  man 
had  been  a  faithful  servant  of  his  landlord, 
*nd  hod  recdred  the  land  as  a  reward  for 
his  services;  but  rather  than  hold  it,  he 
gave  it  up,  though  in  all  probability  it  hod 
long  been  the  highest  object  of  his  ambi- 
tion. These  were  instances  where  the  poor 
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and  defenceless  were  exposed  to  violence, 
and  therefore  let  it  not  be  said  &ht  the 
present  fiUl  was  a  measure  to  protect  the 
strong  against  the  weak.  How  many  mur- 
ders of  landlords  had  there  been  ?  Or 
rather,  he  should  say,  how  few  bad  there 
been  ?  God  knew  he  was  not  underrating 
the  number  who  hod  thus  lost  their  lives ; 
but  he  asked  the  House  to  consider  how 
few  landlords  had  been  murdered,  in  com- 
with  the  whole  number  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  five  coimties  in  which 
outrage  had  been  so  conspicuous,  In  those 
counties  there  bad  been  the  following 
aces  : — firing  at  thjB  person,  85  ;  in-. 
cendiarism,  139;  threatening  witnesses, 
1,043  ;  firing  into  dwelling-houses,  93. 
Now,  of  all  these,  how  many  were  attacks 
on  landlords?  There  was  Mr.  Gloster, 
Mr.  M'Leod,  Sir  F.  Hopkins,  Mr.  C&rrick, 
Mr.  Barton,  and  Mr.  Booth  ;  but  they 
formed  no  comparison  to  the  number  ot 
poor  and  defenceless.  There  were  instances 
of  men  in  their  very  home  being  attacked, 
because  they  had  bought  com  at  a  parti- 
cular price,  perhaps  rather  higher  than  it 
was  thought  thoy  ought  to  do.  Persona 
were  attacked  and  beaten  in  the  mostcruel 
manner  with  heavy  bludgeons,  till,  in  many 
cases,  no  hopen  were  entertained  of  their 
recovery ;  and  In  other  cases  men  were 
fired  at  and  shot  under  eveir  variety  of 
circumstances,  snch  as  it  woiud  be  pauiful 
to  the  House  to  hear  and  for  him  to  rec^ 
pitulate.  He  would  read,  however,  in  thd 
eloquent  language  of  Chief  Justice  Bushe, 
the  state  of  matters  in  1832 — a  state  of 
things  very  similar  to  Uie  present,  and 
which  led  to  tho  Coercion  Act  of  Earl 
Grey.  Tn  his  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  at 
Maryborough,  the  Chief  Justice  Uien 
said — 

"  Illegal  oaths  ara  admiDiilared  by  them,  often 
by  compulsion,  to  unhappy  wretches,  who  attribote 
to  them  an  oUigation  which  they  deny  to  more 
legitimate  engagemeats.  Vengeance  is  donounced 
against  all  who  retiue  to  join  their  ossoeiations, 
or  resist  their  mandates,  or  give  information  of 
their  cHmes ;  by  those  means  they  become  nu- 
merous, and  the  incessant  and  inde&tigable 
plunder  of  arms  frum  all  descriptions  of  loyal  and 
peaceable  subjects  soon  renders  them  formidable. 
.  .  .  The  humble  being  who  earns  his  bread 
by  serving  the  process  of  a  court  of  law  is  held  up 
to  public  hatred,  and  poraeeutcd  like  a  noxious 
animal.  The  witness  who  gives  evidence  in  a 
ronrt  of  justice  is  stigmstiEed  ns  an  informer,  and 
devoted  to  general  execration;  and  the  juryman  is 
ordered,  on  pnin  of  death,  not  to  discharge  bis 
duty." 

In  speaking  of  tlie  origin  of  these  crimes, 
Chi^  Justice  Bushe  niade  uee  of  tiie  fal- 
l.™gp«»ge;-  Coogic 
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"  I  cannot  recollect  an  inxtanoc  io  the  cipc- 

rifluce  of  mtaj  yean  (and  perhapx  it  is  ■  fonniJ- 
■ble  liev  of  our  situation),  in  whirb  a  DUin  hai 
been  charged  with  an  innurrcctionary  offoncf 
whoH  crinio  could  be  traced  Co  want  or  poTort}'." 


nen  are  evid«Dtlf  ehang^  for  the  bettfr  with 
tbeac  improvomcDts." 

One  of  the  counties  at  that  thnc  brought 
unOcr  the  operation  of  the  Act  was  Queen's 
County;  and  there  was  no  county  in  Ireland 
„    ,  .     .,-  e.i     n       ~       'l"*'  "^  fi'i*!*  shown  more  improvement  or 

Lily  known  by  the  name  of  the  Coercion  „|,ibit^  ,^,  prosperity  tU  that  part 
n-n  The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  {Mr.  „f  Iceland  had  done.  Se  hoped  the  House 
0  Connell}  said  the  present  was  another  ^^^,  understood  that  in  t^^ing,  as  he 
version  of  that  Coercion  Bill ;  and  the  Hon  ^  j\^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  J\^^^  „^_ 
Gentleman  who  seconded  the  Amendment    „„^^_^  ^^^^^^  committed  against  those  in 


That  Btatc  of  society  led   I 


Bill. 


told  them  that  it  was  taken  from  the  old 
Tory  armoury.  He  would  not  say  one 
word  as  to  the  armoury  from  which  it 
came;  but  he  would  say  this,  aofar  as  ei- 
perience  went  of  ihc  working  of  the  Act  of 
1833,  there  was  reason  to  believQ  that,  bo 
far  from  being  ineffective,  great  good  was 
done  by  it  in  promoting  peace  and  security 
in  Ireland — that  many  persons  of  the  hum- 
bler classes,  however  much  they  had  at 
one  time  feared  its  enactments,  from  the 
descriptions  which  had  been  given  of  it, 
looked  upon  it  as  a  blessing  in  having  con- 
ferred upon  them  the  security  they  so  much 
required.  The  Act  was  renewed  in  1834 
and  also  in  183G  ;  and  here  he  would  read 


humble  station,  and  which  bad  taken  the 
character  of  revenge :  in  pointing  out  to 
what  extent  that  reveuge  was  carried,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  give  him  credit  for 
saying  that  nothing  was  more  contrary  to 
his  intention  than  t^i  give  any  opinion  as  to 
the  means  by  which  those  feelings  of  re- 
venge were  called  forth.  In  asking  the 
House  t{i  suspend  the  law  in  certain  portions 
of  Ireland,  they  did  so  that  the  people  of 
those  districts  might  be  enabled  to  enjoy 
the  liberty  and  security  to  which  they 
were  entitled  under  the  laws,  and  that 
they  might  possess  those  advantages  which 
the  object  of  the  Constitution  t 


,,                .    ■       1.    .L    I          ,     n          I  confer.     They  should  bear  in  mind  how 

the  account  given  by  the  Inspector  General  .l       *     ■            »■                           .■       j 

-  n  ,.      .    ?,          ■' , .   .     /    .,    TOO*      r  many  threatemnir  notices  were  mentioned 

of  Pohce  in  Connaught,_in  Apnl,  1834.  of  .     ,i^„  „,„„„  ,»  .    .  ^  ,  .     ,,     „„„,„ 


Bnd>  of  his  ExcdI- 
]encj  the  Lord  Ueutenanl.  I  have  the  honour  to 
state  reapecttiilly  my  hiimbte  opiiiioa,  that  the  Act, 
commonly   caQed  the   Coercio 


the  papers  he  had  read  to  the  House. 
It  was  true  these  threats  might  be  more 
numerous  than  those  actually  carried  into 
execution;  but  they  were  unable  to  calculate 
the  amount  of  terror  whicli  was  produced 


questioDably  be  renewed.   It  strikes  me  that  there    by  the  amount  of  these  notices;  one  carried 
-a  be  yerj  little  of  abJMtiuD  urged  upon  this    into  effect  gave  to  all  a  terrible  character. 


:h  the  , 


t  has  been 


whole  family  would  be  thro 


n  into  fear 

used  by  the  Uorerament  must  silence  the  most    _   j    i  l      "  _  .■         ■ . i 

ardeat  advocate   for  libcrtv.      It  ha.  not  been    ^""1  "Urm  by  a  notice  against  one  member 

of   It ;     and    it    was,    a    homble  tyranny 

under  whii']i  those  persons  were  constrained 
When  men  dared  not  j 


haatily  applied 

applied,  it  was  disarmed  of 

country  situated  as  this  is,  t 

valuable  authority  the  Eiecutive  can  pouess  is  to 

I  look  upon  that  provision  of  the  Act  lo  be  the 
most  valuable  of  all.  The  power  to  impose  the 
Act  on  an  oflbnding  district  has  the  great  moml 
effect  of  repressing  outrage  in  the  other  districts  ; 
and  I  am  quite  satisfied,  if  the  county  of  Killienny 
had  not  been  proclaimed,  disturbance  would  have 
spread  over  all  the  oontiguous  counties." 


Hr.  Oreen,    resident  magistrate  of   Kil- 
kenny, wrote  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant : — 


from  their  work,  or  were  afraid,  perhaps, 
to  go  beyond  their  cabin  doors,  and  were 
not  even  safe  from  the  blunderbuss  white 
in  it,  sitting  perhaps  with  their  wives  and 
families,  surely  this   was   not  a  state  of 
society  in  which  they  could  say  that  sus- 
pending the  law  was  a  severe  measure. 
When  men  were  judged  by  secret  tribunals, 
and  received  sentences  coming  from  they 
knew  not  where — when,  as  in  tlie  case  of 
"  The  returns  show  the  actual  slate  this  county    Wilson,  condemned  by  a  tribunal,  of  the 
and  city  were  m  for  the  year  preceding  the  procLi-    existence  of  which  he  was  not  aware,  and 
malion,  and  lor  the  procLaiinud  year,  by  which  it     !_■  ii        ,  i  ., 

appear-  that  the  number  of  outr4es  committed  in  *"*  accu"""  all  unknown,  where  the  accuser 
the  former,  that  is  fhim  the  lit  of  April.  1832,  to  ""»»  at  once  the  judge  and  the  jurj",  the 
the  1st  of  April,  1S33,  amounted  to  ISOO  ;  whereas  Only  thing  that  he  was  nol,  being  the  exe- 
from  the  l»i  of  April,  1S33.  to  the  1st  of  AprU,  cutioner,  for  he  hired  some  other  person  to 
'^^'',^"'Jf'  •  '^^"  '  diminution  of  1,309    ciccuto  the  sentence  which  he  had  the 

outrages    between    the  two  years.      .......  ,  , 

The  people  have  been,  and  ate,  graduaUy  re-  "'^'''y  to  pa",  but  not  the  courage  to 
sumiog  their  habits  of  iudustrr,  as  the  present  carry  into  effect.  What  a  state  of  society 
cultivation  ot  this  country  allows,  and  their  man-    wag  it  when  a  man  could  not  go  about  on 
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do  thifl ;  but  do  not  let  them  mix  up 
with  the  consideration  of  tliis  measure  that 

of  the  ultimate  remedies  for  tlie  etate  of 
things  now  existing  in  these  districts. 
Those  remedies  bU  parties  in  the  State 
wished  to  see  carried  into  the  fullest  effect; 
I  surely  plain  that  the  conBideration 
of  them  was  and  must  be  made  a  separate 
The  opponents  of  the  measure  said 
these  were  not  religious  or  political  evils. 
Ho  believed  thej  were  right.  He  did  not 
believe  that  this  state  of  things  bad  arisen 
out  of  religious  considerations,  because  he 
saw  that  the  victims  of  these  outrages  were 
not  exclusively  Protestants.  He  did  not 
believe  they  arose  out  of  political  consider- 
ations, because  men  of  all  political  parties 
suffered  under  the  system.  If,  then,  it  , 
was  not  political  and  not  religious,  why 
not  attempt  to  eradicate  the  evil  at  once  ? 
Why  stay  until  they  had  got  at  the  exact 
cause  of  the  evil  ?  But  what  remedy  was 
to  be  applied  ?  The  only  remedy  which 
had  Ijeen  suggested  was,  that  some  measure 
should  be  introduced  for  the  improvement 
of  the  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant  in 
Ireland.  Her  Majesty's  Government  agreed 
in  the  propriety  of  that;  and  they  proposed 
very  diortly  to  lay  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  measure  for  that  object,  which  he 
trusted  would  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  the  House  and  be  carried  into  a  law. 
But  he  hoped  that  no  Gentleman  would  be 
led  away  by  arguments  so  sophistical,  as 
he  must  think  them,  as  that,  because  they 
might  trace  up  these  evils  to  something 
peculiar  in  the  social  condition  of  the  Irish 
people,  therefore  they  must  postpone  taking 
any  steps  to  arrest  these  evils  until  tha 
remedies  they  wished  conld  be  applied, 
which  he  said,  be  they  as  effectual  as  they 
might,  could  not  produce  their  fruits  in 
any  short  space  of  time.  Coufidenca 
was  a  plant  of  slow  growth ;  and,  grant- 
ing that  all  these  measures  which  the 
opponents  of  this  Bill  would  prescribe,  were 
to  turn  out  most  perfect — granting  they 
wore  a  cure  for  all  the  evils  of  Ireland, 
civil,  political,  and  religious,  still  before 
these  measures  could  produce  their  effect, 
the  House  would  see  a  repetition  of  the 
present  evils  constantly  recurring,  if  they 
were  not  checked  at  onco  with  a  stroug 
hand.  Another  generation  might  grow  up 
who,  under  the  gradual  operation  of  these 
remedial  measures,  might  find  security  for 
life  and  property;  but  let  not  the  House 
think  that  on  ^at  ground,  and  on  that 
expectation,  iJiey  could  throw  off  the  pre* 
sent  responsibilityof  dealing  with  these  great 
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his  lawM  occasions  without  being  visited, 
not  by  an  inquiry  into  the  motives  which 
generally  swayed  his  conduct,  not  by  an 
inquiry  whether  that  conduct  had  been 
for  the  most  part  just,  or  the  reverse;  but 
Ttsited  by  one  of  those  ferocious  sentences, 
inflicted  with  ruthless  cruelty;  and  inflicted 
for  what?  Because  he,  a  man  in  poor  and 
faomble  circumstances,  perhaps  was  in  the 
occupation  of  land  of  which  ten  years  ago 
some  other  person  had  been  dispossessed 
by  his  landlord,  the  victim  having  had  up 
to  that  moment  no  knowledge  whatever  of 
the  dispossessed  party.  In  this  state  of 
things  surely  it  was  puerile  to  say  don't 
suspend  the  law  ;  leave  the  people  in  pos- 
session of  their  rights  and  liberties  ;  don't 
subject  men  to  a  measure  which  after  all 
must  be  admitted  to  be  much  less  sei 
tlian  the  restrunts  under  which  the  pei  _ 
of  these  districts  are  at  present  compelled 
to  live.  It  was  true  and  most  fortunate 
that  this  state  of  society  was  conflned 
but  a  small  area  in  Ireland,  but  that  was 
not  an  argument  against  the  measure ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  more  narrow  the  ground, 
the  stronger  the  case;  the  more  narrow 
the  ground,  the  more  irresistible  became 
the  inducements  to  pass  the  measure,  and 
the  less  oppressive  'would  be  the  provisions 
which  might  be  thought  necessary  in  order 
to  put  a  stop  to  these  terrible  evils.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
look  fiairly  at  this  case,  and  not  be  led 
away  by  specious  declamations  about  public 
liberty  and  private  rights,  because  what 
Her  Majesty  8  Government  did  was  not  to 
restrain  any  private  rights  which  at  present 
were  capable  of  exercise  in  these  districts ; 
for  men  were  there  under  the  dominion  of 
a  power  more  irresponsible  than  any  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  this  Bill — a  power  ex- 
ercised by  persons  unseen,  and  for  causes 
unknown ;  and  exercised,  too,  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  foreseen,  which  no  conduct,  no 
character,  however  excellent,  no  virtue,  no 
station,  could  avert.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  not  reject  this  Bill ;  he  asked  them 
to  read  the  Bill — to  ^ve  a  full  consideration 
to  the  case.  If  it  could  be  shown  that 
these  evils  did  not  exist,  let  it  be  done ;  if 
it  could  be  shown  that  they  were  exagger- 
ated, let  it  be  pointed  out  where ;  if  it 
could  be  shown  tnat  the  provisions  of  this 
measure  were  not  applicable  to  the  peculiar 
state  of  the  case,  let  it  be  pointed  out; 
and  also  how  the  measure  might  be  made 
to  meet  the  evils  which  the  Government 
and  all  the  House  were  anxious  to  see  put 
»n  end  to.  Let  the  opponents  of  ihe  mea- 
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erile — evils  a^ecting  not  the  landlord  onjj, 
not  the  Protestant  only,  but  the  ImiDblest 
classes  among  the  people  of  Ireland 


forward  to  Buch  legislation  at  the  haodg  of 
the  House  as  would  relicTe  them  from  that 
system  of  terror  which  disabled  them  from 
making  those  efforts  on  which,  much  more 
than  any  legislation,  he  did  beliere  the 
legitimate  prospects  of  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland  dapouded. 

Lord  J.  RUSSELL:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise 
with  considerable  anxiety  to  answer  the  ap- 
peal of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary at  War;  and  I  most  say,  that  it  is  a 
greatsatisfaction  tomeindoingBotoobserre 
that  the  speeches  which  have  been  made 
on  this  occasion,  beginning  with  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Homo  Department,  have 
been  marked  by  temperance  and  forbear- 
ance, and  that  the  House  seems  tuUj 
aware  of  the  great  importance  of  the  enb- 
ject  vc  are  discussing.  Sir,  I  readily  con- 
fess that  when  the  case  is  brought  before 
MB  of  many  crimes  of  a  dreadful  character 
committed  in  cert^n  counties  in  Ireland, 
we,  having  by  the  Act  of  Union  be- 
tween the  two  countries  taken  upon  onr. 
BelvOB  the  responsihilitj  of  legislating  for 
that  country,  are  bound  to  take  every  care 
that  duo  protection  is  given  t«  life  and  pro- 
perty, on  the  one  hand,  and  that  no  unne- 
cessary infringement  of  liberty  should  take 
place  on  the  other.  Such,  Sir,  is  the  burden 
which  is  placed  upon  us,  and  such  is  the 
burden  that  we  cannot  shake  off,  but  must 
•ndeavour  manfully  to  bear.  But  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  tells  me 
that  he  wishes  the  present  Bill  to  be  read 
«  first  time,  and  that  be  has  stated  suffi- 
cient grounds  in  the  narrative  of  erim« 
which  he  hod  made  to  the  House  to  induce 
it  to  admit  that  first  reading,  I  will  si 
Agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I 
regret  the  first  reading  should  have  been 
taken  as  the  stage  upon  which  this  ques- 
tion of  the  rejecdoD  of  this  Bill  altogether 
is  to  be  tried.  But  the  occasion  having 
heen  taken,  I  do  not  feel  myself  relieved 
from  the  responsibility  of  stating  how  far  I 
think  the  measure  of  the  Government 
ought  to  be  sanctioned  and  admitted  by 
this  House,  or  how  far  we  ongbt  to  agree 
with  the  Ministers  in  the  policy  they  are 
at  present  pursuing.  I  think  that,  looking 
to  the  Bill  itself,  there  was  a  remarkable 
ftilure  in  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 


Home  Department.  The  li^t  hon.  Gen- 
tleman,  Sir,  stated  very  clearly  the  places 
in  which  these  crimes  are  taking  place, 
and  to  which  they  are  confined.  He  stated 
also  the  counties  in  which  these  crimes 
have  increased;  he  stated  the  nature  of 
these  crimes;  and  irith  the  utmost  clear- 
he  mentioned  the  precise  enactments 
of  this  Bill.  But  the  most  important  step 
of  the  whole  deliberation — the  most  im- 
portant which  the  House  could  enter  upon 
—vin.,  the  connexion  of  the  evil  vrith  the 
remedy,  of  the  disease  with  the  cure — that 
step  was  hghtly  and  briefly  passed  over  bv 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  statM 
that  these  evils  exist  in  certain  counties, 
and  he  then  stated  at  once  the  enactments 
of  this  Bill.  But  how  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman proposed  to  prevent  these  crimes, 
how  to  prevent  murder  bv  this  Bill,  in 
that  step  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's demonstration  was  incomplete.  If 
therefore  I  should  agree  that  Uie  Hotue 
would  do  well  to  assent  to  the  first  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  I  think  I  am  bound  to 
state  also,  that  in  the  future  stages  of  it, 
I  shall  have  objections  to  offer  going  to 
the  fonndations  of  some  of  its  principal 
provisions.  I  do  not  blame  the  Qovem- 
mcnt  for  the  existing  state  of  tilings;  nor 
whatever  may  have  been  done  by  former 
Governments,  or  the  Government  in  which 
I  bore  a  part,  do  I  think  a  primd  facte 
case  is  made  ont  against  them  as  the  cause 
of  the  increase  of  crime.  In  my  view, 
these  crimes,  connected  with  the  sodol 
state  of  that  country,  which  have  now 
gained  snch  force  and  front,  have  been 
operating  with  more  or  less  force  for 
the  last  eighty  years.  It  was  eariy 
in  the  reign  of  George  III.,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  that  crimes  of  this  de< 
scription,  in  Ireland,  first  attracted  the 
notice  of  statesmen.  That  onr  ancestors. 
and  that  we  ourselves,  have  not  applied 
anfficient  remedies  to  these  evils,  may  be 
matter  of  blame;  hut,  that  there  shcnld 
now  appear  in  that  kingdom  the  long  cata- 
logae  of  crimes  which  &e  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman read  to  us,  I  do  not  consider  as  of 
of  itself  fiimishing  ground  of  accnsatioa 
agunst  the  Government.  But  when  I 
come  to  consider  the  remedies,  reflection 
induces  me  to  think  that  we  ought  not 
to  rest  satisfied  with  having  copied  the 
measures  which  for  forty  or  fifty  years 
have  been  transmitted  to  us;  and  I  think 
we  ought  to  observe  in  this  case  that  great 
rule  of  legislation,  that  we  should  endea- 
rotir,  BB  much  as  posuble,  not  to  confound 
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the  innocoit  with  tba  guDtjr-  I  oftn  «xem- 
plif;  what  1  mean  by  reference  to  some 
levy  severe  Acts  that  hare  been  pasHed  at 
different  timei  for  putting  down  crimes  of 
somewhat  similar  character  to  these  at 
different  periods  of  our  historj.  In  the 
reign  of  George  I.  an  Act  iras  passed  for 
pntHng  down  a  crime  which  be^nning,  I 
think,  with  deer  stealing,  attained  at  last 
aueh  a  height,  principally  about  Waltham, 
that  bands  of  armed  men  appeared  in  the 
lught  with  their  faces  blackened,  and  com- 
inltted  various  outrages,  such  as  setting 
fire  to  houses,  and  oUier  crimes  endanger- 
ing life  and  property.  Parliament,  in  order 
to  put  a  stop  to  these  excesses,  thonght  fit 
to  pass  a  stringent  Act,  going  beyond  the 
oKunary  severity  of  the  law;  but  although 
the  Parliament  determined  to  put  a  stop 
to  men  appearing  in  arms  at  night  vrith 
blackened  faces,  and  firing  houses,  they 
took  care  to  point  out  that  which  should 
serve  as  an  inoication  of  the  crime  whicb 
they  desired  to  check;  and  therefore  they 
enacted  that  persons  going  with  thrar  faces 
blackened  and  armed  at  night  — things 
which  tended  to  show  that  they  were  en- 
gaged in  some  project  directed  against  life 
or  property — sfaonid  be  amenaUe  to  the 
law.  Then,  In  the  Instance  of  the  White- 
boy  outrages,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
took  umilar  precautions  for  the  guidance 
of  the  persons  to  whom  it  confided  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law  which  it  passed  to  put 
down  those  outrages.     They  enacted  t^at 

Eirsons  going  armed  in  disguise,  and  wear- 
g  badges,  or  dressed  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, should  be  liable  to  the  penalties  of 
the  law.  To  take  slighter  indications  of 
the  crime  aimed  at,  they  probably  consi- 
dered would  not  have  been  safe,  though 
they  did  take  slighter  indications  than  are 
usually  admitted  by  the  Liw,  to  show  that 
the  persons  arrested  were  persons  of 
whom  it  was  presumed  from  these  appear- 
ances that  they  were  compassing  an 
offence,  and  meditating  a  crime.  But 
when  I  come  to  this  BiS,  and  similar  Bills 
which  have  been  passed  with  reference  to 
Ireland,  I  And  that  the  offence  designated 
is  the  offence  of  violating  the  proclamation 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  forbidding  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district  to  be  ont  an  hour 
»fter  sunset  and  before  sunrise.  Now, 
Sir,  that  of  itself  is  not  an  offence.  It 
b  a  thing  that  is  likely  to  be  committed 
by  persons  of  the  most  innocent  lives; 
Mid  we  know  that  on  former  occasions, 
mder  Acts  of  this  kind,  persons  in  Ireland, 
iMg^ed  «n  their  ianocent  and  lawful  oc- 


cupations, have  been  arrested  and  placed 
in  prison;  and  it  is  even  alleged  that  per- 
sons who  would  have  proved  their  innocence 
have  been  transported  under  these  laws. 
Now,  Sir,  be  it  observed  that  it  is  a  habit 
of  many  persons  in  Ireland,  as  it  is  in  ttui 
country,  to  be  out  after  sunset  in  spring, 
summer,  autumn,  and  winter,  for  objects 
to  wbiob  no  blame  can  attach.  A  peasant 
is  afraid  that  his  cattle  may  have  wander- 
ed— he  goes  out  to  see  after  them;  or  that 
his  fences  have  been  broken — he  goes  out 
to  see  that  they  are  not  broken ;  or  he  may 
have  been  attending  somebody  that  U 
iying;  and  onsomemorejoyfuloccasionhe 
may  have  been,  perhaps,  to  a  fair  or  merry* 
making;  and  such  persons,  let  me  observe, 
are  more  likely  to  be  found  out  after  dark 
and  arrested  than  those  whose  objects  ren- 
der it  necessary  for  them  to  observe  moTA 
mystery,  NerertheleBS  the  peasant  I  havs 
described  is  liable,  if  found  out  of  hit 
home,  to  be  brought  before  a  magistrate; 
and  unless  he  can  show  a  lawful  purpoaft 
for  his  being  from  home,  he  may,  if^the 
person  arresting  him  think  his  being  out 
suspicious,  be  committed  by  the  magis- 
trate to  prison  for  trial.  Now,  Sir,  I  thLik 
this  Bill  so  liable  to  objection  in  this  re* 
spect,  that  if  it  reaches  the  Committee,  I 
shall  endeavour  to  demonstrate  to  iha 
House  that  it  ought  to  be  amended,  so  as 
to  render  it  similar  to  the  enactment  which 
I  have  mentioned  as  having  been  passed 
for  this  country  and  for  Ireland  on  similar 
occasions,  and  that  wo  ought  to  have  and 
describe  some  precise  indications  by  which 
it  may  be  known  that  the  person  is  sua* 

rted  of  an  attempt  at  crime.  Sir,  if  irs 
not  adopt  that  course,  I  (Un  persuaded 
we  shall  run  great  risk  of  causing  an  in* 
mirreotioD  in  ^ose  districts.  If  we  involve 
fn  our  criminal  net  all  the  population  of 
the  eountrj,  we  run  great  risk  that  thole 
who  have  no  connexion  with  crime  may  be- 
come so  discontented  with  their  situation, 
that  we  can  no  longer  depend  upon  them 
either  for  the  maintenance  of  the  law,  or 
for  that  which  it  is  admitted  they  retain  at 
present — their  political  allegiance,  I  should 
wish  the  clause  enacting  this  to  be  omitted 
from  the  Bill  altogether;  that  is  to  say,  I 
would  omit  the  clanse  enacting  that  all 
persons  who,  after  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 

Eroclamation,  shall  be  found  out  of  their 
ouses  between  sunset  and  snnrise  under 
suspicions  circumstances  should  be  liable 
to  arrest;  and,  instead  of  saying  "  under 
Suspicions  circumstances,"  I  would  State 
diatmcily  what  are  the  suipicioiiB  r-— - 
T2 
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stances  which  would  justify  the  magistrate 
in  conunitting  the  person  Brrested  to  pri- 
son. With  respect  to  the  meang  for  ena- 
bUog  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  impose  a  ral« 
upon  the  people  for  the  payment  of  an  in- 
tt«ssed  couKtabulary  force,  I  think  that  ho 
much  a  matter  for  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee, that  although  I  think  there  is 
some  weight  in  the  objectionH  which  were 
made  to  it,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  so 
desirable  to  have  an  increased  constabulary 
force  in  the  offending  districts,  that  I  think 
the  Eill  should  go  into  Committee  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  that  clause.  But 
DOW,  Sir,  there  is  another  question  which 
arises  upon  this  subject — I  cannot  but  re- 
fer to  this  Bill  as  originallj  introduced.  I 
hold  a  paper  in  my  hand  which  is  pub- 
lished in  this  town,  giving  an  account  of 
the  fife  stages  of  the  Bill  as  it  passed 
through  the  House  of  Lords;  and  I  cannot 
but  remark  that  as  that  BiU  was  introduced 
it  was  a  permanent  character,  and 
tained  no  clause  hy  which  its  duration 
limited.  It  has  been  m;  fortune,  Sij 
hold  a  situation  in  which  I  was  to  a  certain 
degree  connected  with  the  Government  of 
Ireland.  I  certainly  did  not  interfere  ac- 
tively in  that  Government,  but  I  consid- 
ered myself  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the 
Government,  and  took  care  to  be  informed 
«f  every  step  taken.  Now,  during  that 
time  I  agreed  to  a  Bill  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter to  the  present;  but  I  agreed  to  It  under 
the  persuasion  that  means  might  be  found 
of  so  eiecuting  the  law  and  administering 
the  government  of  Ireland,  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  put  that  Bill  in  opera- 
tion. The  Bill  of  1832  is  the  one  to 
which  I  now  allude.  With  reference  to 
that  Act  I  do  not  remember  any  case 
whatever  in  which  it  was  put  in  opera- 
tion during  the  fire  years  which  it  re- 
mained on  the  Statute-book.  The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last,  said  that 
oonfidence  was  a  plant  of  very  slow  growth 
»n  subjects  of  tnis  kind.  I  quite  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  iu  that 
iMutiment.  It  was  from  being  convinced 
of  the  soundness  of  that  opinion  that  I 
agreed  to  any  measure  of  this  kind.  But, 
Sir,  during  the  time  in  which  Lord  Nor- 
manby  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
and  in  which  my  noble  Friend  near  me 
was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  in 
which  Sir  Michael  O'Loghlin,  Chief  Baron 
O'Grady,  and  Chief  Baron  Woulfe,  held 
distinguished  situations  as  law-officers  of 
the  Crown,  it  wa*  their  endeavour-~and  I 
}iad  the  Mtiafaetion  of  witnesain;  rather 
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than  superintending  their  earnest,  patient, 
and  constant  endeavour — in  conjunction 
with  my  lamented  Friend,  whose  memory  I 
shall  ever  hold  in  respect,  I  mean  the  lata 
Mr.  Drummond — I  say  I  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  their  efforts  from  day  to  day 
to  inspire  the  people  with  confidence  in 
the  ordinary  administration  of  the  law, 
crowned  with  success.  They  did,  to  a 
great  degree,  induce  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  believe  that  if  those  quarrels  which  they 
were  apt  to  dispose  of  by  bloody  arbitre- 
ment  were  brought  into  a  court  of  law  they 
would  have  justice;  and  by  that  means  the 
ordinary  po were  of  tho  Constitution  were 
found  sufficient  for  Ireland  as  they  were  for 
England.  1  bad  the  satisfaction  of  think, 
ing  that  that  great  measure,  to  a  certain 
extent,  succeeded;  that  although  the  short 
period,  during  which  the  attempt  was  made, 
was  not  sufficient  to  give  that  perfect  con~ 
fidence  in,  and  that  constant  rdiance  upon 
the  impartiality  of  the  law  which  shmdd 
exist,  yet  there  was  great  progress  made 
in  establishing  that,  which  I  think  must  be 
tiie  stable  foundation  of  the  future  welfare 
of  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Gentieman 
who  spoke  last  has  denounced  or  rather 
protested  against  all  party  allusions  on  this 
subject.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
those  who  act  with  him  were  not  always  so 
scrupulous.  I  read  with  some  astonish- 
ment a  speech  which  was  delivered  not 
long  ago  by  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
his  constituents,  in  which  he  stated  that 
the  late  GeTemmenthadleftlrdandontbe 
eve  of  an  insurrection,  and  that  the  pre- 
sent Government  had  restored  it  to  tran- 
quillity. Now,  Sir,  while  I  acquit  the  Go- 
vernment of  having,  by  any  acts  of  theirs, 
firoduced  the  present  state  of  crime  in  Ire- 
snd,  yet  I  cannot  think  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  those  who  act  with  him 
ever  did  justice  to  our  exertions,  or  ever 
fairly  represented  the  state  of  Ireland  under 
tiie  late  Administration.  I  was  in  bopea 
that  when  the  BiU  of  1835  expired,  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  ask  for  any  other 
Act  of  a  similar  nature,  I  am  sorry  to  find 
that  the  Govermnent  of  the  present  day 
say  that  it  is  necessarf .  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  likewise 
protest  against  the  mixing  up  of  the 
question  of  remedial  measures  with  the 
present  Bill.  I  think  thb  is  a  serious,  I 
had  almost  wii  a  fatal,  mistake  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  They  must  be 
aware,  connected  as  thej  are  with  a  party 
in  Ireland,  which  is  but  &  small  minority  of 
that  eoaatrj,  thkt  they  aboold  endeaTouc 
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bjr  ereij  means  in  their  power  to  make  an 
impresBion  in  Ireland  of  their  fainieBfi  and 
impartiality;  and  they  should  avoid  above 
everything  exciting  the  suspicion  that  they 
we  not  bringing  forward,  earnestly,  reme- 
dial measares  at  the  same  time  that  they 
are  bringing  forward  measure*  of  coercion. 
Observe,  that  this  is  not  a  Bill  brought 
forward  on  the  first  days  of  the  Seaaion, 
Accompanied  with  a  declaration  that  it  must 
be  passed  in  great  haste,  because  murders 
might  be  prevented  by  its  immediate  appli- 
cation. This  Bill  has  been  under  consider- 
ation for  some  time,  wid  cannot  pass  for 
one,  two,  three  months  and  a  half,  pro- 
bably nearly  four  months,  from  the  first 
meeting  of  Parliament.  Why,  then,  should 
it  be  said,  in  respect  to  a  measure  of  this 
hind,  that  it  is  wrong  to  introdnee  remedial 
measures  at  the  same  time  ?  Allusion  has 
been  made  to  a  Bill  which  was  caUed  a  Co- 
ercion Act,  under  Lord  Grey's  Govern- 
ment, for  which  I,  as  one  of  the  advisers  of 
-the  Crown,  was  responsible.  That  was  a 
measure  far  more  severe  than  the  present. 
It  was  intended  to  meet  a  serious  and  cala- 
mitous state  of  things;  but  the  Govern- 
ment which  brought  that  forward  felt  it  to 
be  their  dnty  to  introduce  remedial  mea- 
flures,  at  the  same  time  that  thej  introduced 
that  measure  of  severity.  It  was  stated 
by  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  tiie  other  day 
that  Parliament  met  that  year  on  the  29th 
day  of  Jannaiy,  and  that  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced ou  the  22nd  of  the  following 
month.  Though  Parliament  met  on  Ja- 
nuary  29th,  some  time  was  occupied  by 
the  dection  of  a  Speaker.  It  wilt  be  re- 
membered that  the  King's  Speech  was  not 
delivered  till  the  5th  of  February;  and  on 
the  12th  of  February,  one  week  after  that, 
-Lord  Althor^  introduced  a  measure  which, 
besides  making  a  great  reform  in  the  Pro- 
-testant  Church  of  Ireland,  exempted  the 
iriude  Catholic  community  of  Ireland  trom 
tiie  payment  of  church  cess,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  felt  as  a  very  great  grievance. 
On  another  day  Lord  Althorp  declared  his 
intention  of  pressing  throu^  Parliament  a 
Jury  Bill,  which  was  brought  into  the 
House  the  previous  Session,  bat  which 
was  allowed  to  drop  in  the  Honse  of  Lords. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  first  inb^nction 
of  the  Coercion  Bill — when  it  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  I  think — the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Gentleman  who  moved  the  Amendment 
to-night  asked  Lord  Althorp  what  were  liis 
intentions  respecting  the  remedialmeasnres. 
Lord  Altiiorp  said  he  had  already  announced 
,  and  that  he 


trusted  the  House  would  have  aufl^ent 
confidence  in  him  to  believe  that  he  was  in 
eamcBt  in  wishing  to  carry  them  through, 
and  to  approve  of  the  course  he  hod  adopt- 
ed. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said 
he  was  not  satisfied,  and  asked  what  eipec- 
tatioa  GoTemment  had  of  carrying  their 
measures  throu^  the  other  House  ?  Upon 
which  Lord  Stanley  at  once  declared,  that 
unless  the  remedial  measures  were  passed 
as  well  as  the  measures  of  severity,  tlie 
Government  was  at  an  end.  This  was  the 
spirit  in  which  Lord  Stanley,  as  a  member 
of  Lord  Grey's  Government,  then  acted. 
There  is  another  declaration  which  Lord 
Althorp  made,  which,  somehow  or  other, 
seems  to  have  been  forgotten.  It  woa 
a  declaration  with  respect  to  the  mouioi- 
pal  corporations  of  Ireland.  Lord  Al- 
iborp  proposed  to  refer  that  subject  to 
a  Committee.  He  said,  that  there  was 
a  Bill  introduced  for  the  refonn  of  the 
corporations  of  Scotland,  but  he  would 
refer  the  subject  of  ^e  English  and 
Irish  corporations  to  the  same  Committee; 
and  he  said  he  should  give  his  reooona  for 
this.     He  said — 

■  Id  the  lint  plsoe,  it  was  exceedingly  dsrfrsbU 
that  tba  institationa  of  tbe  two  eonntrira  iholiU 
be  awimilsted  as  much  m  pouible ;  and,  m  a  ge> 
Dentl  rule,  whatsTer  it  wu  proper  and  riillt  to  do 
with  respect  to  ■  corporate  bodx  in  Engbuid  anil 
Wales,  it  would  be  proper  and  right  to  do  with 
iipBCt  to  a  oorporate  bodf  in  Inland." 

That  was  the  simple,  plain,  but  emphatic 
and  decided  statement  of  Lord  Althorp,  mi 
the  14th  of  February,  two  days  after  the 
introduction  of  the  measure  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  church  cess,  and  eight  days  before 
the  Coercion  Bill  was  introduced  into  the 
House.  I  find  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr,  O'Connell)  said  on  that 


0  greater  grievanM  in  Ireland 

of  the  aorpoTBtioni  in  questioB 

shape :  sod  nothiiig  aooM  be  non 


This  was  in  the  beginning  of  1833.  Thir- 
teen years  ago  tbe  hon.  and  learned  Gm- 
tleman  declared  his  confidence  that  the 

?ievance  was  about  to  be  redressed, 
here  was  a  Commission  on  the  subject  in 
> ;  a  measure  was  afterwards  iutro- 
dnced ;  It  vras  passed  by  tiiis  House,  bat 
was  thrown  out  by  the  otiier  House  of  Par- 
liament. Three  or  four  years  were  taken 
to  discuss  it.  The  measure  was  at  length 
passed  ;  but  in  a  crippled  state,  not  g^vmg 
the  peo^de  of  Ireland  tiiat,  which,  aa  it 
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uems  to  me,  they  had  »  right  to,  after  kll 
the  pledge*  and  promises  made  at  the 
Unioa  and  afterwards  ;  and  it  it  only  ooir, 
in  1846,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  R.  Peel]  has  promised  that  the  cor- 
porations of  Ireland  shall  he  placed  on  the 
lame  footing  as  the  corporations  of  Eng- 
land. Why,  I  lay,  does  not  this  show  thai 
there  is  a  tendency  to  refuse  what  is  just 
with  respect  to  Ireland  ?  and  does  it  not, 
in  a  great  degree,  justify  the  mistrust  of 
the  people,  when  the  Govemmeot  declare, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  have  con- 
tinned  these  acts  of  partiality,  that  they 
wish  to  le^slate  for  the  good  of  Ireland 
—that  they  are  as  anxious  for  the  good 
of  Ireland  as  the  Irish  themselves — and 
that  there  is  no  privilege  which  England 
enjoys  which  they  are  not  willing  to 
eoncede  to  their  fellow  subjects  on  the 
other  aide  of  the  Channel  ?  There  ii  ano- 
ther important  question  upon  which  I 
hardly  have  pressed  the  Government,  were 
It  not  that  by  the  testimony  given  to-night, 
Ud  which  I  have  heard  frequently  given 
by  themselves,  they  have  become  debtor* 
to  Ireland,  by  the  obligatioDS  which  they 
hare  voluntanly  incurred.  They  appointed 
ft  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  tenure  of 
land  in  Ireland.  That  Commiasion  went 
through  Ireland,  evidence  was  taken,  and 
the  knowledge  that  tome  recommendations 
would  be  made,  induced  a  belief  in  the 
mind  of  every  person  that  such  laws  would 
be  introduced  as  each  man  imagined  would 
be  a  remedy  for  the  grievances  which  had 
long  been  felt.  That  tlte  relation  of  land- 
lord and  tenant  is  in  an  uosatisfactory 
■tate  u  what  no  one  will  deny.  That  any 
Sill  which  this  Parliament  can  pass  can  so 
regulate  these  relations  that  there  will  not 
be  much  left  to  the  justice,  the  sense  of 
fiumess,  the  moderation  and  good  sense  of 
the  landlord,  on  the  one  hand,  aud  t^e  ten- 
ant  on  the  other,  is  what  no  man  oan  af- 
flnn.  Bnt  tfaid  state  of  things  makes  it 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to 
do  all  that  it  can.  It  is  necessary  to  do  so, 
in  the  first  place,  becaose  the  law  is  in  an 
nnsatishctory  stale,  and  such  grievances 
M  can  be  remedied  by  the  Legislature 
ought  to  be  remedied  by  legislation. 
It  is  necesaary,  likewise,  to  do  this,  in 
order  that  the  extravagant  expectations 
—  expectations  naturally  exti^vagant  — 
which  were  raised  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Landlord  and  Tenant  Commission  shonld 
be  set  at  rest  and  quieted  by  our  decision. 
That  is  what  we  can  do,  and  that  remedy 
ii  in  jovr  power.  TonahoiildcftQ.on.FH^ 
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liament  to  devote  its  utmost  attention  to 
the  subject.  Bnt  you  should  let  partiea 
know  that  if  they  ask  na  to  go  further,  and 
disturb  the  very  principle  upon  which  all 
property  rests,  and  thereby  make  property 
less  secure  in  Ireland  thui  it  is  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  then  it  is  full  time  that 
you  should  convince  them  that  they  ore  in 
error,  and  call  on  them  to  relinquish  sueh 
expectations.  You  must  let  it  be  known, 
in  justice  to  all  parties,  that  Parliament 
oan  do  no  more  than  oeaure  the  property 
of  each  person,  whether  landlord  or  ten- 
ant.  With  reference  to  this  subjeet 
also,  I  trust  that,  before  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  a  meaanre  will  be 
laid  on  the  Table  of  this  House,  having 
reference  to  the  law  of  landlord  and  tea- 
ant,  that  we  nu^  know  what  ore  the 
intentions  of  tbe  Qovenunent  on  that  suV 
ject.  In  asking  that  this  should  be  the 
case  I  think  we  are  asking  no  more  than 
Lord  Althorp  and  Lord  Sts^y  were  ready 
to  propose  when  they  made  themselves  re- 
sponsible for  the  severe  Coercion  Bill  of 
1833.  I  am  not  disposed  to  shrink  from 
the  responubility  of  that  Coercion  Bill.  I 
thought  at  the  time  tliat  it  waa  necessary 
for  l£e  puipose  of  preventing  murder  and 
outrage.  I  bad  no  other  &eling  in  aa* 
senting  to  the  BiU.  But  I  am  not  oon- 
vinced  that  it  is  necessary  that  you  should 
have  similar  provisions  in  any  Bill  to  he 
passed  now.  I  am  disposed  to  think  tiiat 
a  Bill  with  other  provisions,  more  resem- 
bling those  Acts  passed  aa  to  crimes  of 
this  nature  both  in  England  and  Ireland, 
would  be  more  eifectual  for  your  purpose, 
and  less  likely  to  excite  that  irritation  and 
discontent  which,  above  all  things,  wa 
ought  to  fear  in  Ireland.  Let  us  remem- 
ber, in  legislating  on  this  aubjeot,  that  al- 
though we  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net ue  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment and  with  Uie  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  last  spoken,  uat  there  ean  be  no 
more  serious  evil,  to  the  poor  aa  well  aa  to 
the  rich,  than  the  prevalence  of  those  or- 
ganised bands  who  take  the  ease  c^  eveir 
man,  rich  and  poor,  under  their  own  deoi- 
uon,  and  before  whose  seoret  tribunal  the 
ease  is  not  weighed  in  the  scales  of 
justice,  but  dashed  down  by  the  hand  of 
passion  ;  while,  I  say,  we  agt«e  that  tker* 
oan  be  no  greater  evil  to  a  oonnti^  than 
this,  yet  in  legislating  for  Ireland  wo  moot 
not  forget  the  iriiole  stoto  of  that  eonnrty. 
I  will  not  now  ooonpy  any  length  of  tiine, 
by  gUaoing  eren  at  the  prinmpal  to- 
{HCB  n^gvMed  bj  that  n)>iwt;   bat  I 
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wish  yOQ  to  keep  in  mind  this  niiun 
wmiidantion,  that  the  attachment  and 
ftffsction  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ore  to  be 
prworred  by  jour  abowing  the  utmost 
eve  that  jou  do  not  neglect  their  intereBts 
—that  jou  ore  not  diBposed  to  punifib  crime 
in  tiiBi  country  bj  a  different  measure  to 
that  by  nluch  you  punish  it  in  England — 
that  you  will  take  seiiouslj  into  considero- 
tioD  tbeir  grieranoes.  And  here.  Sir, 
tboagb  I  don't  wish  to  enter  into  those 
party  discussions  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman deprecates,  1  cannot  but  regret  that 
the  measures  <tf  ^e  present  Government, 
•Ten  when  they  have  bad  the  best  inten- 
tions, have  not  been  such  aa  to  inspire  in 
Xieland  confidence  in  your  justice,  and  re- 
DMot  for  yonr  authority.  Time  hoa  been 
■Lowed  to  tro  by,  wlule  the  tronqaiUity 
which  this  Government  found  on  coming 
into  office  con^ued  to  prerul,  aa  if  there 
mre  not  great  grievances  remaining  which 
required  we  matter  bond  of  the  Uinister  to 
soomder  and  redress ;  and,  when  grievances 
give  rise  to  cemplunt,  and  complaint  is  fol- 
lowed by  ranonstrance,  and  remonstrance 
grows  into  a  wide-spread  and  formidable 
agitation,  then  remedies  ore  applied,  just, 
perhaps,  u  far  as  tbey  go,  witb  this  fatal 
taint  about  them,  that  they  are  attempted  to 
be  undertaken  heoauie  there  are  in  exist- 
eooe  associations  formidable  to  jour  power. 
It  seemed  aa  if  the  manm  of  the  QoTam- 
ment  bad  been  not  jfatjwtieto,  ruot  avliHH, 
but  rutt  calum,  fiat  jtutUia  ;  as  if  the 
ranedy  following  the  loudness  of  tiie  com- 
plaint was  intended  to  divide  the  agitators 
•nd  complainants,  racier  tiian  simply  to  ^s- 

riniejuslice  to  tiiiose  who  oompluned.  Sir, 
do  hope  that  in  the  measures  to  be  framed 
the  Government  will  proceed  in  a  lUfferent 
t|^rit  j  that  they  will  have  no  secondary  and 
iafeiior  object  of  attaching  port  of  the  Ca- 
tholic clergy  to  one  side  and  part  to  an- 
flther— of  putting  down  agitation  in  this 
port  of  tbe  country  or  in  that—or  of  weak- 
Ming  this  association  or  that  ;  but  that 
the  (torenunent  will  seriously  consider 
what  Wtfe  the  promisee  mode  by  this  and 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  4t  the  time 
of  die  Union — promises  dictated  by  Mr. 
Pitl,  and  acquiesced  in  by  both  Uouses  ; 
that  they  will  look  to  the  account ;  see 
whether  these  promises  have  been  kept ; 
and,  if  Ibey  bava  not  been  kept,  then  titat 
&ey  will  fulfil  them  at  once,  not  as  a  eon- 
oesdon  to  demands,  but  as  a  simple  fulfil- 
ment of  jnstiee. 

Ml.  S.  HBBBE&T  rose  for  tbe  pur- 
.poie  of  GorteotiDg  a  misapprehension  into 
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which  the  noble  Lord  bad  fallen,  respeet- 
ing  a  statement  made  by  him  (Mr.  S.  Eer- 
bert),  in  a  speech  which  he  hod  not  long 
since  addreEsed  to  his  constituents.  He 
hod  not  stated  in  that  speech  that  Ireland 
was  at  the  time  less  disturbed  than  at  the 
period  of  the  accession  of  tbe  present  Go- 
vernment to  office ;  but  be  had  merely  said 
that  Ireland  was  then  less  disturbed  than 
at  the  period  preceding  the  State  Trials. 

Loud  J.  RUSSELL  said,  he  was  glad 
to  hear  that  explanation  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  as  it  entirety  lemovedthe 
misconception  into  which  he  and  others 
had  fallen  upon  that  subject. 

Mr.  bridge  man  :  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment referred  to  a  threatening  notioe 
which  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Wilson  of  the 
county  Clare.  As  be  was  acquainted  with 
all  the  ciroometances  of  that  cose,  be  would 
state  for  the  information  of  the  House  that 
Mr.  Wilson,  having  introduced  a  system  of 
subsoiling,  to  which  his  tenants  were  op- 
posed, they  did  forward  him  a  threatening 
notice,  hut  not  with  the  intention  to  do  him 
bodily  harm,  but  merely  to  deter  him  from 
persevering  in  a  course  to  whioh  they  were 
opposed. 

Ms.  J.  KELLT  would  not  have  n 
soon  after  taking  his  seat  in  tbe  House, 
obtruded  himself  on  its  attention,  were  it 
not  from  bis  thorough  conviction  of  tbe 
dire  consequences  which  would  ensue  to 
Ireland,  if  tbe  Bill  before  tbe  House  were 
suffered  to  pass  into  a  law.  So  strong 
was  that  conriction  impressed  on  his  mind, 
that  he  could  not  content  himself  to  give  a 
silent  vote  to  a  Bill  which  would  brand  his 
country  as  a  nation  of  assassiai.  It  was, 
to  he  sure,  stated  by  the  right  bon.  Baro- 
net at  the  head  of  the  Government,  that  it 
was  bis  intention  to  find  employment  for 
great  numbers  of  tbe  people  of  Ireland  ; 
but  he  would  ask,  would  not  the  tendency 
of  the  contemplated  measure  be  to  give 
them  onployment  on  board  the  hulks,  or 
to  drag  out  a  miserable  existence  in  chains 
in  Sidney,  or  in  some  other  penal  settle- 
ment? The  Bill  before  tbe  House,  instead 
of  providing  tbe  poor  of  Ireland  with  the 
means  of  procuring  wheat  and  oats,  and 
other  agricultural  commodities,  to  meet 
their  pressing  neoeBsities,  rather  makes 
provisions  for  on  armed  soldiery,  or  in- 
solent pebce  force,  to  promote  and  to 
secure,  as  may  be  supposed,  the  peace  of 
Ireland ;  but  his  fiitn  opinion  was,  that 
instead  of  cheeking  erime,  it  would  rather 
give  an  increased  stimulus  to  disturbance. 
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prove  th&t  the  law  could  not  be  TiDdieated 
without  Buch  a  meaaure  as  that  before  the 
House,  he  would  even  consent  to  the  in- 
troduction of  ikBtrongcr  one;  but  that  each 
would  be  the  case  waa  very  doubtful.  He 
objected  to  the  Bill,  because  it  ahould  not 
be  brought  forward  except  as  the  last  re- 
source, and  only  when  every  remedial 
measure  had  been  tried  and  had  failed. 
He  objected  to  the  Bill,  because  of  the  ar- 
bitrarj  power  it  would  confer  on  the  un- 
derlings of  a  Government,  which  had  bj 
its  most  unconstitutional  proceedings  con- 
duced to  bring  the  law  into  contempt  in 
Ireland — and  which  was  the  case  in  the 
late  State  prosecutions.  It  had  been  stated 
by  the  right  hou.  Baronet  and  his  Col- 
leagues, that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Cork  had  a  fair  trial.  That  might  bo 
their  opinion ;  but  he  would  tell  the  House 
that  such  WHS  not  the  opinion  entertained 
by  the  people  of  Ireland.  A  Conservative 
gentleman  of  a  most  influential  family,  re- 
sident in  Limerick,  was  asked,  "  Do  yon 
conceive  Ur.  O'Connell  had  a  fair  trial  ?" 
His  answer  was,  "  A  ftur  trial.  Sir  !  Do 
you  think  I  am  a  fool  ?  He  had  not  a  fair 
trial ;  if  the  Government  had  given  him  a 
fair  trial,  I  would  have  become  a  Repealer." 
Let  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  instead  of  bringing  in 
coercive  measures,  let  him  bring  forwani 
conciliatory  measures  ;  let  him  bring  for- 
ward measures  which  would  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Members  for  Ireland; 
which  would  meet  the  wants  and  wishea  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  Let  him  restore 
those  magistrates  who  were  so  unconstita- 
tionally  superseded :  and  superseded  be- 
cause they  advocated  the  repeal  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  Ho  could  in  truth  affirm, 
that  those  Memhors  who  opposed  tlie  Bill 
before  the  House  were  as  anxious  to  pro- 
mote the  tranquillity  of  Ireland  aa  any 
Member  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Their  time,  tbeir  talents,  their  energies, 
all  their  ties,  were  connected  with  die 
green  isle."  They  were  not  men  who 
ere  anxious  for  anarchy  or  for  coafosion. 
Their  wish  was.  that  peace  and  happiness 
and  concord  should  reign  triumphantly  in 
Ireland  ;  and  because  that  was  their  msh, 
they  were  anxious  to  slop  the  progress  of  a 
'hich  could  not  retard,  but  rather  ac- 
celerate, crime.  Insteadof  making  matters 
better,  it  would  only  increase  the  crimes  it 
was  intended  to  repress.  Entertaining 
such  feelings,  be  would  oppose  the  Bill; 
he  would  do  everything  in  his  power  to 
oppose  it:   thftt  was  tm  detennination. 


Such  was  his  indignation  at  the  contem- 
plated measure,  that  he  was  surprised  that 
hon.  Members  from  all  uide^  of  the  House 
did  not  rise  up  in  a  body  to  protest  even 
against  its  very  introduction.  It  was  a  re- 
flection on  their  sense  of  justice.  He  ob- 
i*ccted  to  the  Bill,  because  if  carried  into  a 
aw,  it  would  completely  subvert  and 
destroy  all  constitutional  freedom  in  I. 
land.  He  objected  to  the  Bill,  because 
there  was  not  made  out  a  su£Gcieot  case  to 
justify  its  introduction;  and  ho  was  certain, 
were  such  a  measure  brought  into  that 
House  having  England  for  its  object, 
ing  only  on  the  evidence  adduced  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department,  such  a  shout  of  cii 
tion  would  be  raised  against  it  by  every 
English  Member,  and  who  would  be  joined 
by  the  Irish  landlords  of  that  House,  : 
compel  its  withdrawal.  He  objected  to  the 
Bill,  because  it  had  not  been  proved  that 
the  law  in  force  in  Ireland,  if  carried  out 
with  justice,  with  firmness,  with  imparti- 
ality and  energy,  was  not  sufScient  to  meet 
any  emergency.  The  law,  as  at  present, 
waa  found  rather  too  strong  on  a  recent 
occasion  in  the  perpetration  of  what  he 
must  call  a  most  sanguinary  act ;  he  a1- 
Inded  to  what  hod  happened  in  Mullingar, 
where  an  unfortunate  individual  had  suf- 
fered the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law. 
When  that  man  was  first  put  on  his  trial, 
the  jury  disagreed  :  what  was  the  course 
then  pursued  by  the  Government  ?  On 
the  next  day  but  one  they  put  the  unfortu- 
nate man  again'  on  hia  trial,  and  in  cm- 
pannelling  tho  jury,  there  was  struck  off 
some  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  the 
county  ;  and  why  were  those  men  ex- 
cluded ?  Because  they  happened  to  be  of 
a  parucular  religion  ?  Were  they  living  L 
tho  nineteenth  century,  or  were  they  living 
in  the  bloody  days  of  an  EUiabeth,  or  a 
Mary?  Was  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  by 
such  a  Bill,  about  to  revive  the,  dismal 
scenes  of  those  periods  ?  If  the  House 
were  to  support  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and 
his  Colleagues  in  such  a  project,  there 
might  be  posted  up  in  every  jury-box  in 
Ireland  a  placard  containing  the  famous 
inscription,  which  was  emblazoned  on  the 
gates  of  Bandon — "  Turk,  Jew,  or  Atheist 
may  enter  here,  but  not  a  Papist."  He 
-objected  to  the  Bill,  because  there  was 
not  a  commission  instituted  to  inquire  into 
ttie  state  of  crime  in  those  five  counties, 
which,  it  appeared  laid  the  foundation  for 
that  Bill.  If  a  commission  so  instituted 
had  produced    such    evidence    m  would 
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and  such  being  hia  determioatioD,  he 
would  cheerfullj  support  the  Amciidnient 
which  had  been  brought  forward  by  his 
hon.  and  learned  Priead  the  Hemher  for 
the  conntj  of  Cork. 

U&.  8BYMER  could  not  discover  anj 
wish  on  the  port  of  any  in  that  Bouse,  or 
of  any  section  of  any  party  in  that  House, 
to  trample  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  It  was  therefore  a  very  serious 
thing  to  make  such  a  charge,  nor  should  it 
have  been  lightly  made.  In  reference  to 
what  the  hon.  Member  who  just  sat  down 
bad  atated,  he  would  ask  him  to  point  out 
a  single  English  county  in  which  murders 
were  committed  in  noon-day.  Let  him 
show  a  single  county  where  secret  tribu- 
nala  sat  to  adjndicate  on  the  cause  of 
others — there  to  decide,  and  of  themselves, 
who  should  be  first  murdered,  who  should 
be  first  sacrificed  to  their  vengeance.  Let 
him  point  out  where  such  a  state  of  things 
existed  in  England.  Let  the  hon.  Member 
point  out  where,  in  England,  the  practice 
prevailed  of  intimidating  witnesses  from 
coming  forward  to  give  their  evidence  be- 
fore a  jnry,  nomatter  how  important  or  how 
trivial  the  case :  were  not  witneBses  always, 
is  England,  at  liberty  to  act  according  to 
their  own  discretion,  without  fear,  and 
without  intimidation  ?  Let  such  a  county 
or  such  a  district  in  England  be  pointed 
out,  and  he  would  assist  the  Oovemment 
to  have  such  a  county  or  such  a  district 
brought  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
then  before  the  House.  On  referring  to 
the  records  of  the  crimes  of  Ireland,  he 
found  that  out  of  170  who  were  charged 
with  the  crime  of  murder,  only  eight  hadre- 
ceivedthesentenceof death.  Inlhatenume- 
ration  he  had  omitted  cases  of  shooting  and 
other  grievous  offences,  which  were  in  many 
instances  not  leas  aggravated  in  their  cha- 
racter than  that  of  murder.  But  be  might 
fairly  assume  that  nine-tenths  of  the  of- 
fences in  Ireluid  were  against  the  person. 
Suppose  titat  crime  to  that  extent  {>re- 
vailed  in  England — suppose  that  lune- 
tenths  of  Uie  crimes  m  England  were 
sgainat  the  person— woold  it  not  be  abso- 
lutely necessaiT  to  introduce  some  mea- 
sure which  would  check  crime  of  so  alarm- 
ing a  character.  He,  for  one,  would  be 
very  aoiry  to  let  such  a  state  of  things 
continue,  from  the  difBculty  to  get  juries 
to  convict,  even  on  the  clearest  evidence, 
and  while  the  peasant  should  be  tried  by 
his  peers  as  the  law  directs.  Yet  it  was, 
in  his  opinion,  tiiat  in  the  disturbed  dis- 
tricts of  Ireland,  the  seirices  of  a  class  of 
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;  persons  as  jurors,  should  be  secored,  who 
would  be  free  ^m  dictation,  above  intimi- 
dation, and  who  would  give  their  vertUct 
according  to  the  evidence  produced.  While 
the  crimes  committed  in  Ireland  were  not 
of  a  political  nature,  yet  he  could  not  quite 
acquit  those  persons  who  were  connected 
widi  those  political  agita^ns  which  pre- 
vailed in  that  country.  He  would  not  ao- 
cuse  any  hon.  Gentleman  of  encouraging 
crime,  yet  he  could  not  separate  from  his 
mind  one  fact,  that  those  who  sympathized 
BO  deeply  with  the  people  of  Ireland,  would 
appear  also  to  sympathise  with  them  in 
their  crimes,  and  thus  indirectly,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  to  encourage  crime  in  Ire- 
land. Allusion  was  made  to  the  case  of 
Seery;  but  that  individual  was  convicted 
on  the  oath  of  a  most  humane  and  a  most 


verdict  was  brought  in  by  the  jury,  and  of 
that  verdict  the  Judge  approved,  and  the 
sentence  was  carried  into  execution  by  the 
Government.  He  was  aware  that  the  rev. 
Mr.  Savage  expressed  his  behef  that  Seery 
was  innocent,  and  for  no  other  reason  but 
because  Seery  had  said  so.  But  if  hon. 
Members  were  to  look  at  the  list  of  crimi- 
nals executed  in  the  couiBe  of  the  last 
century,  they  would  find  that  one-half  of 
those  who  suiTered  the  penalty  of  the  law 
bad  asserted  their  innocence;  and  did  they 
bebeve  that  half  the  number  of  those  who 
suffered  death  for  the  last  hundred  years, 
died  innocent  victims  ?  In  an  account 
which  was  given  of  Seeiy  in  the  Freeman't 
Journal,  he  was  styled  ft  "martyr." 
When  a  convicted  murderer  was  so  desig- 
nat«d,  when  he  was  called  a  "  martyr,  ' 
hod  he  not  a  right  to  assume  that  such  a 
prooeeding  was  well  calculated  to  encou- 
rage crime  in  Ireland  ?  But  there  was 
something  connected  with  the  conduct  of 
some  pubhc  men,  which  made  it  difiGcult  to 
understand  their  actions.  In  England 
things  were  properly  designated.  They 
were  honestly  called  by  tiieir  proper  names; 
but  such  was  not  the  cose  in  Ireland.  For 
instance,  in  Ireland  there  was  what  was 
called  the  "  Loyal  Repeal  Association;" 
but  if  it  were  a  loyal  association,  why 
should  men  of  talent  connected  with  that 
association  create  dissension  and  disunion 
between  that  country  and  EngLuid!  If 
"loyal,"  why  excite  hostile  aggression 
against  this  country  f  In  Ireland  even  the 
press  abused  the  liberty  which  it  enjoyed. 
What  was  the  language  of  the  lU^ieal 
preM  in  reference  to  persona  who  emigrated 
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toAmeric»i  That  "ifthejwerotofight, it 
would  be  for  that  country  which  sup- 
ported and  which  would  protect  them;" 
"  that  Aere  thej  might  be  enrolled  as 
Irish  brigade!  to  oppose  British  insolence, 
and  to  revenge  British  oppresuon."  Was 
that  "  loyal  language  ?  Gentlemen  mot 
week  after  week,  and  made  speeches  in  a 

Slaoe  called  "  Conciliation  Hall,"  the  ten- 
ency  of  which  was  to  create  dissension 
among  Her  Majesty's  subjects;  but  to  call 
such  a  place  "  Conciliation  Hall,"  even  in 
Ireland,  was  rather  a  Lad  joke.  But  the 
language  of  "Conciliation  Hall"  had  ex- 
cit^  the  people  to  such  a  pitch,  that  a 
gentleman,  who  bore  the  title  of  "head 
pacificator,"  had  to  be  sent  on  a  message 
of  "  peace"  through  the  country.  In  his 
tour  he  viuted  the  North  of  Ireland,  which, 
if  not  the  signal  for  bloodshed,  was  cer- 
tainly the  cause  of  just  alarm  to  the  peace- 
able and  industrious  subjects  of  that  pro- 
vince. Ee  would  refer  to  a  most  de- 
plorable circumstance  —  the  disposition 
which  BO  generally  prevailed  in  certain  dis- 
tricts of  Ireland  to  shoot  the  resident  land- 
lords; it  would  appear  as  if  they  wished  to 
get  rid  of  them  altogether.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  however  much  of  what  was 
amiable  and  generous  was  to  be  found  in 
the  Irish  character,  yet  there  was  a  signal 
want  of  what  Englishmen  would  coll  plain 
common  sense;  and  perhaps  one  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Union  with  England  was 
by  its  common  sense  to  modify  and  regu- 
late the  magnificent  and  flowing  ideas  of 
Irishmen.  Ho  was  much  struck  with  an 
observaUon  which  was  made  to  him  by  an 
Irish  resident  landed  proprietor.  He  would 
not  mention  his  name,  as  he  did  not  wish 
to  expose  his  friend  to  danger.  What  was 
the  observation  of  that  Insb  gentleman ! 
"It  is  well  known,"  eaid  he,  "  I  am  op- 
posed to  a  repeal  of  the  Union,  because  I 
know  it  would  be  a  great  injury  to  the 
country:  yet  I  am  quite  sure  that  no  Par- 
liament composed  of  Irish  gentlemen  would 
long  aaaemble  in  College  Green  without 
adopting  some  mesaures  for  the  protection 
of  life,  and  for  the  security  of  property  in 
Ireland.  You  can  form  no  ocourato  idea 
of  the  state  we  are  in  here.  We  must 
always,  in  these  parts,  oarrywith  us  loaded 
piitcMs,  and  not  unfreqnently  it  is  necessary 
to  be  accompanied  with  mounted  police.  ' 
He  ezpreasea  surprise  that  hon.  Hemhers 
mqraute,  who  represented  Irish  constitnen- 
ciei,  couhl  oppose  the  first  reading  of  a 
measure  that  had  already  obtained  the 
Huution  of  the  Hooh  of  Lords,  haTing  for 


its  object  the  suppression  of  crime,  and  the 

Erotection  of  life  in  that  country. — The 
on.  Uember  concluded  by  thanUng  the 
House  for  the  attention  mth  which  thc^ 
had  heard  his  observations,  and  intimated 
his  intention  of  voting  in  favour  of  the  first 
rea^g  of  the  Bill. 

Ur.  p.  S.  butler  Bud,  that  after 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down,  he  felt  greater  diffidence 
than  usual  in  addressing  the  House;  but, 
for  his  part,  he  could  not  aspire  to  the 
distinction  of  being  a  fluent  and  elo- 
quent speaker,  and  would  only  endea- 
vour to  adhere  to  the  sound  principles  of 
common  sense  which,  as  far  as  he  anew, 
had  always  had  some  influence  with  a 
British  audience.  He  denounced  as  mnoh 
as  any  one  la  that  House  the  horrible,  dla- 
gracoful,  and  cowardly  act  of  assassination; 
and  he  believed  that  the  hon.  Members 
who  sat  around  him  fully  enterttuned  similar 
feelings  on  the  subject.  But  he  was  also 
opposed  to  the  intr«>duotian  of  the  measnro 
proposed  by  Her  Majesty's  Ooremment — 
not  only,  he  said,  bscanac  it  was  opposed 
to  the  great  principle  of  the  Constitution, 
but  that  he  believed  it  would  prove  ineffiso- 
tual  in  the  attainment  of  the  object  con- 
templated. He  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  if  it  was  even  proposed  to  suspend 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act---which  was  so 
repugnant  to  the  British  people — if  he  Mt 
satisfied  that  it  would  have  the  offeot  of 

Cutting  an  end  to  those  disgraceful  acts  in 
rcland;  he  would  be  the  lost  man  to  inter- 
fere when  the  adoption  of  the  meaanre  by 
the  House  would  have  the  effect  of  putting 
an  end  to  those  acts,  which  he  oonudered 
to  be  a  disgrace  to  the  country  to  which 
he  belonged.  He  could  not,  however,  look 
upon  the  proposition  under  discussion  as 
anything  more  or  less  than  an  old  &iend 
with  a  new  face.  He  had  some  little  ex> 
perience  in  Ireland,  and  it  was  his  solemn 
belief  that  if  they  passed  that  Act,  it  would 
entirely  £ul  in  the  object  proposed.  He 
recollected  the  occasion  when  the  losor- 
reetion  Aet  had  been  introduced  into  Ire- 
land, and  the  reasons  which  had  led  to  It, 
which  he  would  take  leave  to  relate  briedy 
to  the  House.  There  was  a  uohleman, 
who  had  been  reuding  in  thia  country,  who 
possessed  a  very  large  property  in  Ireland, 
the  leases  of  which  were  about  to  iall,  and 
were  only  depending  upon  a  single  Ufe. 
The  persons  who  were  in  occupation  of 
this  land  were  in  a  comparatively  inde- 
pendentstationinlifc,  and  in  a  higher  elass 
of  soaiety  than  usually  held  linular  tncta 
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of  Uod.  A  number  of  thua  man  decidod 
jXfoa  ooviog  aoroBB  this  ewuAij  for  the 
purpoae  of  making  freah  propouls  to  the 
nobUnwn  who  wim  their  Iwdlord  for  » 
renewal  of  their  leuea.  The  agent,  vho 
lired  is  that  oonntrf ,  on  hearing  of  their 
determination,  told  them  that  they  wete 
«bout  to  tpend  tiieir  mone;  in  a  veiy  uae- 
letB  errand,  alleging  that  their  landlord 
would  not  reoeive  anj  proposal  that  might 
he  made  direct  from  themaelves;  and  then 
he  roluoteered  to  come  acroas  htniBelf  for 
the  pnrpoae  of  doing  what  he  could  with 
hia  ^r^hip  for  th^.  Those  men  con- 
fided in  the  gentleman  who  made  the  offer 
to  Hbxaa,  as  he  was  a  large  leaseholder,  and 
brother  to  a  Bomon  CathoHo  bishop  ;  he 
oame  across  to  this  coontrj,  hut  instead  of 
making  arraDgementa  on  behalf  of  the 
pors<»ts  who  had  commissioned  him  to  act 
for  thera,  be  obtained  for  himself  leases  of 
the  entire  land  which  they  held,  and  some 
lime  after  his  return  to  Ireland  he  had  the 
whole  tenants  upon  that  property  ejected 
out  of  dieir  boliungs?  the  consoquence  of 
whidi  was,  that  notmany  weeks  had  elapa- 
•d  after  his  hariug  done  ao,  befwe  this 
gantloman  wm  murdered  on  tiie  road  to  lus 
priTote  residenae.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  that  murder  was  jnatified.  There 
wve  sis  men  tried  and  fonnd  guilty  of 
haTing  boen  the  perpetrators  of  the  act, 
i^on  what  did  not  appear  to  him,  as  he 
was  present  at  the  trial,  to  be  very  eon- 
elau*a  evidenoe.  One  of  the  witnesses 
was  an  approT^ ;  and  the  evidenoe  of  such 
a  person  should  always  be  reocdved  wi& 
great  cantjon.  The  other  witness  was  a 
young  wtnuan  of  rather  questionaUe  cba- 
noter,  and  the  oorroborating  circunutonoea 
were  not  Tory  strong.  However,  the  jury 
who  triad  tiie  prisoners  fonnd  them  giulty, 
mi  they  were  all  ezeonted  in  the  county 
Kilkennr.  But  mark  the  result  of  that 
trial  and  ezeoution  upon  the  minds  of  the 
paople  it  was  intended  to  deter:  the  ne- 
phew of  the  gentleman  who  hod  been  mur- 
dered, was  ^10  murdered  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  his  own  home,  within  a  short 
period  of  the  eieoation  that  bad  taken 
place.  It  was  shcwtly  after  these  ooau> 
ranees,  he  sud,  that  the  Insurrection  Act 
had  been  introduced  into  Ireland,  and  all 
puties  agreed  in  OMnion  that  it  had  en- 
tirely U&A  in  Ute  ODJect  for  which  it  was 
intended,  and  that  diere  never  had  been  a 
more  udeaa  meaaure  proposed.  The  hon. 
Uembfltfbr  Dwsetshire  (Mr.  Seymer),  had 
refered  to  on  article  in  the  Nation  newa- 
paper;  but  without  replying  to  that  htm. 


Member's  remarks  in  similar  lancnage^ 
he  could  sufficiently  retort  upon  him, 
by  quoting  the  language  that  had  been 
uaed  by  a  writer  in  one  of  Uie  principal 
morning  papers  in  London,  in  reference  to 
a  priesthood,  amongst  whom  there  were 
many  good  Christians.  Had  the  hoii. 
Uember  not  read,  he  asked,  in  an  Eugliah 
newspaper,  an  article  wherein  they  were 
colled  "  surplioed  ruffians,"  and  a  "  demon 
priesthood  ?  '  The  noble  Lord  the  Membw 
for  Lynn  had,  in  au  eloquent  manner, 
spoken  of  the  heinous  crime  of  murder  in 
Ireland — more  portionlarly  of  that  of 
women— which  he  deeply  deplored  hod 
too  often  taken  place  j  but  at  the  same 
time  he  wished  to  observe  that  the  crime 
did  not  appear  to  be  confined  to  Ireland ; 
and  if  he  was  disposed  to  reorimlnato,  he 
could  point  out  a  hiatory  of  cases  that  had 
recently  occurred  in  England  iuUy  as  bad 
M  thoae  that  had  taken  place  in  Ireland. 
By  a  Paper  that  had  been  printed  contaii^ 
ing  an  utalysia  of  the  crimes  eonunitlad 
in  England,  as  compared  with  thoae  of 
Ireland,  he  found  that  in  184fi  no  loss 
than  113  murders  hod  been  perpetrated 
in  Jilnglaad,  the  m^ority  of  which  were 
of  women ;  but  he  would  not  borrow  the 
feelings  of  the  House  by  entering  into  a  noiv 
raljva  cf  theparticulftfs.  Tbatihatdesorip- 
tion  of  crime  was  on  the  increase  in  En^ 
land  could  not  be  denied,  he  aud,  as  it  had 
been  already  admitted  to  be  so  by  the 
Timet  newspaper,  in  proof  of  whioh  he 
read  the  following  extract  from  that 
paper:— 

"  By  fiu-  the  moat  serioos  festnre  of  tits  age  !■ 
the  iaoreow  of  in&ntioide.  Not  o  d>j  pssHs  biA 
the  diKtoaures  of  on  inqueat  or  ■  tri»l  eaUbliih 
the  metoncholf  truth  that  human  life  ia  loiing  its 
Tolua  In  EagUnd.  The  liixity  of  the  verdicta, 
sad  the  lenicDoj'  of  tha  nntfrniei,  equallj  prove 
that  va  are  beotHOing  &imlurii«d  witJi  tba  oHms, 
and  th^  WB  oooaider  it  ]ialliated  bj  (ha  extreme 
praTOcatiaa  of  the  Diraooiitaacsa.  Crime,  bow- 
ever,  la  crime,  iLnd  ita  fuilt  reata  aoniewhsre.  If  it 
reata  not  on  the  peraon.  it  reata  on  the  a^atetll — OB 
thoae  who  tempt,  and  goad,  and  drive  to  orime. 
Wo  an  reiapilDg  into  a  oriminal  and  vitutsd  its- 
tern.  What  ve  have  h«eu  acouaMmad  to  read  irf 
with  horror,  the  indiSerencc  to  inlant  life  in  Lacs- 
demon,  in  Bome,  and  other  States  of  heathen  anti- 
quit;,  in  Ohina,  In  India,  and  elaewhers,  <uid  what 
wa  have  stt  down  aa  the  worat  blot  in  their  ImpaN 
feot  oiriUntioD,  ia  bevoming  th«  cbarae(«rlMM  of 
England." 

The  hoQ.  Uember  apdlogieed  for  having 
oocujHed  the  attentioD  (rf  the  House  so  long; 
he  wished  that  lu*  matiYet  should  net  be 
misconstmed,  and  repeated  bis  opinion  that 
the  Bill  brought  down  by  Her  M^esty'a 
Gorenunent  was  not  oolenlated  to  emot 
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the  sn[>presBion  of  crime,  bat  only  aggra- 
Tftte  and  increaae  it,  and  therefore  he 
vas  determined  to  give  it  his  most  decided 
oppoBition. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  aud,  he  felt  great 
emhamsBment  in  being  obliged  to  oppoae 
the  measure  under  diBcusaion ;  hut  he  hoped 
that  the  courae  he  was  shout  to  pursue 
vould  not  be  tniBconatrued.  Ho  believed  it 
to  be  his  dutj  to  give  bis  vote  against  the 
tneasoro;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  understood 
that  his  doing  so  ehould  not  be  attributed 
to  party  feelings,  as  he  should  be  happy  to 
support  Iler  Majesty's  Government  upoi 
«very  measure  that  he  believed  really  calcu 
lated  to  benefit  his  country.  He  was  wil 
ling  to  give  bis  support  to  any  measun 
that  would  have  the  effect  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  commisuon  of  crime  in  Ireland;  but 
he  could  not  believe  that  the  measure 
posed  would  do  ho.  One  clause  of  the 
included  the  county  (Tipperary)  that  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent.  He  regretted 
moat  sincerely  the  number  of  assaeNnations 
that  had  been  committed  in  one  riding  of 
that  county;  but  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  made  a  great  mistake  in  not  making  a 
difference  between  the  north  and  south 
riding  of  the  coimty,  for  although  the 
northern  riding  was  in  a  very  disturbed 
-state,  and  outrage  was  of  frequent  occur- 
rence there,  in  the  south  riding  it  was 
quite  the  reverse,  as  the  people  were  all 
orderly,  peaceable,  and  industrious,  and  a 
great  many  of  the  inhabitanta  belonged  to 
the  Societyof  Friends.  There  were  many 
causes  in  Ireland  tending  to  embitter  the 
feelings  of  the  peasantry  against  the  aris- 
tocracj.  There  was  the  difference  of  reli- 
gion, and  the  conscionsneBB  that  the  majo- 
rity had  been  misgoverned  and  severely 
dealt  with,  on  account  of  theirfaitb.  There 
was,  too,  the  oppression  that  had  been  in 
many  cases  practised  on  them,  because  of 
their  voting,  not  on  the  side  of  their  land- 
lords, but  according  to  their  consciences,  at 
etectiooB.  When  the  40t.  freeholders  were 
ftbolished,  the  landed  proprietors  diought 
they  could  have  it  all  their  own  way;  but 
the  101.  freeholders  had  shown  the  same 
patriotic  detennination,  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  in  most  cases  the  popular 
representatJTe  was  the  successful  candi- 
date. The  indisposition  to  grant  leases, 
arising  from  political;  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, religious  considerations,  was  an- 
other cause  of  discontent;  and  the  desire  to 
maintain  ascendancy  of  creed  was  hateful 
to  the  people.  Snt  these  men,  whose  acts 
«nd  pdicy  bad  uoused  the  indigoatioit  of 
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the  people,  were  the  first  to  call  for  a  Co- 
ercion Bill  to  crush  by  force  the  veiy  dis- 
content they  had  occauoned.  It  must  be 
admitted  that  England  had  neglected  that 
duty  towards  the  Irish  people  which  they 
were  not  only  bound,  but  which  they  had 
undertaken  to  perform.  It  was  confessed 
there  had  been  a  long  period  of  misgovem- 
ment :  was  it  wondciw,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, that  there  should  be  disturb- 
ances. He  could  mention  another  cause 
too.  Lord  Devon's  Commission  had  been 
appointed,  and  under  circumstances,  too, 
which  led  the  people  to  form  veij  ei^ge- 
rated  notions  of  its  results;  hut  there  had 
beeu  no  result  whatever,  and  a  feeling  was 
DOW  prevalent  that  it  had  been  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  dust  in  the 
people's  eyes.  His  opinion  was,  that  it 
was  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Ireland  originated — a  most  glo- 
rious reign  for  England,  but  a  most  disas- 
trous one  to  the  sister  country.  Whenever 
Ireland  had  been  kindly  governed,  she  had 
shown  herself  capable  of  appreciating  it. 
Was  not  this  instanced  in  the  viceroyalty 
of  the  Marquess  of  Normanby?  and  did  not 
the  departure  of  that  nobleman  from  her 
shores  exhibit,  in  the  liveliest  manner,  the 
gratitude  of  the  people  for  a  jnat  and  im- 
partial Government  ?  Were  not  the  Irish 
people  more  tranquil  and  contented  during 
that  period  than  they  had  been  for  centu- 
ries before;  and  did  they  not  continue  so 
under  the  Whigs,  and  until  1842,  when  the 
going  Judges  of  assize  eipresaed  tbem- 
Bclvcs  hiehlj  gratified  at  the  tranqiullity  of 
the  people  and  the  absence  of  crime  ?  The 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the  .charges  of 
Baron  Lefroy,  in  Roscommon,  Mayo,  and 
Galway;  of  Mr.  Justice  Crampton,  in  Ar- 
magh and  Down;  of  Mr.  Justice  Burton, 
b  Kildare  and  Meath;  of  Mr.  Justice  Tor- 
rens,  in  Drogheda  and  Sligo;  of  Hr.  Jus- 
tico  Doherty,  in  Wexford  and  Kilkenny;  of 
Mr.  Justice  Perrin,  in  Antrim;  and  of  Ba- 
ron Richards,  in  Clare,  oU  of  which  were 
congratulatory  at  the  improved  manners 
and  conduct  of  the  people.  The  &ct  was, 
the  ]>eople  reposed  a  degree  of  confidence 
then  in  the  administration  of  the  law  and 
in  the  magistracy;  but  since  then  those 
magistrates  in  whom  they  confided  had 
been  removed ;  their  great  leaders  hod 
been  tried  by  a  packed  jury  and  imprison- 
ed; the  Government  had  suppressed  their 
meetings,  and  virtually  annnUed  the  right 
of  petition,  and  they  were  now  about  to 
coerce  them.  It  had  been  truly  stated  by 
the  Time*  newiipaper,  that  the  monster  enl 
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in  Ireland  was  the  want  of  confidence  id 
the  adminutration  of  jiutjce  —  that  in- 
deed wu  at  the  root  of  all,  and  that 
erii  the  present  Qovertiment  had  done  a 
great  deal  to  increase.  His  mottve  in  op- 
posing the  Bill  was  not  to  protect  or  pal- 
Itate  that  aystem  of  riolence  which  he  de- 
precated :  it  was  becanae  he  thought  the 
Bin  would  fail  in  its  professed  object,  and 
Btill  farther  exasperate  the  people.  He 
bad  been  among  uie  magiatrateB  who  were 
distoissed  bj  toe  Government  on  account 
of  their  politics,  and  must  saj,  that  that 
diamissal  had  not  grieved  him.  It  relieved 
him  from  a  post  of  trouble  and  rosponsi- 
hility  which  he  had  never  sought,  and  which 
he  only  accepted  of  at  the  request  of  his 
HMghhonra;  uMther  had  he  sought  the  re- 
presenta^n  of  the  place  he  now  repre- 
sented, nor  expended  a  farthing  on  his 
election;  but  having  accepted  the  trust,  be 
would  lUscharge  it  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
He  bad  the  most  aanguino  bopaa  that  be- 
neficial changes  would  take  place  before 
l(Hig in  Ireland;  it  would  depend  upon  the 
wisdom  and  the  prudence  of  the  statesmen 
of  this  country,  whether  tbey  should  take 
place  without  bloodshed.  He  did  not  agi- 
tate for  a  separation  of  the  two  countries, 
though  he  believed  it  would  bo  for  the  ad- 
rantage  of  both  countries  that  some  ar- 
nngement  should  take  place  by  which  the 
two  coantriea  might  be  govemed  by  se- 
parate Legislatures.  He  bad  great  hopes 
that  the  noble  Lord  the  Uember  for  Lynn 
and  his  friends  wonld,  on  a  calm  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  agree  with  his  views; 
and  if  the  noble  Lord  should  hereafter  be- 
come Prime  Uinister  of  the  country,  as  be 
might  very  probably  be,  would  it  not  be  a 
source  of  gratification  to  the  noble  Lord,  as 
well  as  secore  for  him  the  good  wishes  of 
Irishmen,  that  he  wonld  say  he  had  sup- 
ported the  Irish  Uembers  on  such  a  sub- 
ject,  rather  than  by  persevering  in  hb  pre- 
sent course  ? 

Debate  a(|)oumed. 

House  a^joonied  at  a  ([narter  past  One 
o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 
Motiday,  April  6,  1846. 

Mimm.]      Pcauo   Siua. — ^  «ad  t""^-     ^ 
■ttf. 

PmnONt  PuiiNTiD.  fmo  Fna  PnabjiUiT  of  Blggir 
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TUE  RECENT  VICTORIES  IN  INDU. 
The  M*B<iUB88  of  LANSDOWNE :  I 
quested  a  noble  Friend  of  mine  last  week 
give  notice  to  your  Lordahipe  that  I 
should  this  evening  ask  a  question  of  Her 
Uajesty's  Goremment  with  respect  to  any 
further  communications  which  mij^t  be 
cted  on  the  subject  of  the  glorioua 
events  which  have  recently  taken  place  in 
India;  and  before  1  put  that  question,  I 
trust  it  may  be  permitted  to  me  to  eipresa 
the  regret  I  personally  feel  in  not  having 
been  present  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
those  events  were  under  your  Lordships' 
consideration;  and  when  I  had  no  reason 
to  think  that  the  latter  of  those  events 
wooldhavebeen  allnded  to.  I  have,  how- 
ever, to  thank  the  noble  Duke  opposite 
(the  Duke  of  WeUmgton],  and  also  the- 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Control  (the  Earl  of  Ripon),  for  their  great 
courtesy  in  having  communicated  to  me  tho 
circnmstancB  that  both  achievements  wonld 
be  referred  to  on  Thursday  last;  hot  I  re- 
ceived those  communicstionB  at  such  a  dis- 
tance irom  London,  that  it  Was  impossiblo 
for  me  to  attend  in  my  place  on  that  day. 
Though  I  regret  that  the  Uotion  of  Thura- 
day  was  brought  on  without  longer  no- 
tice, yet  it  is  a  regret  which  I  do  not  feel 
personally,  for  I  am  satisfied  that  it  would, 
have  been  impossible  for  me  or  for  any- 
body to  add  anything  to  the  valuable  testi- 
mony home  on  that  occasion  to  those  great 
and  glorious  services  by  the  noble  Duka 
opposite  (the  Buko  of  Wellington),  who  ia 
himself  so  well  acquainted  with  the  scene 
of  those  glories — a  locality  in  which  hs 
himself  won  his  early  laurels,  and  estab- 
Ushed  his  own  great  name,  and  who  sa 
well  knows  the  arena  of  those  conflicts, 
which  I  am  sanguine  enough  to  hope  the 
noble  Duke  has  Uved  to  see  brought  now  to 
a  final  consummation  by  the  glories  wluch 
have  attended  the  career  of  Sir  Henry 
Hardinge  and  Sir  Hugh  Oough,  The 
testimony  of  the  noble  Duke  was  confirmed 
by  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  my 
noble  Friend  behind  me  (the  Earl  of  Auck- 
land), who  was  so  well  qualified  from  bia 
own  course  while  Governor  Qeneral  of 
India  to  perceive  the  difficulties  of  that 
service,  and  who,  in  a  most  clear  and  satis- 
factory manner,  confirmed  the  statements 
then  mado,  and  joined  in  the  expression  o( 
the  gratitude  due  to  tiiose  great  men  ii^ 
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India  vbo  ha.ve  obtained  these  victories. 
Having  ventured  to  saj  thus  mnch  in  ex- 
cuse of  myself,  1  beg  to  add  that  the  ijues- 
tion  I  am  anxious  to  put  is,  whetber  any 
farther  commontcation,  or,  mdeed,  any 
oommtmication  at  all,  is  intended  by  the 
Ooreniment  to  be  made  to  the  House  on 
die  sabject  of  the  late  achierementa;  be- 
eaose  I  do  not  nndentand.  in  point  of  fact, 
that  any  communication  whatever  of  Papers 
has  been  made.  I  have  received  none, 
and,  on  inquiry  in  this  House,  I  do  not 
find  that  any  such  Papers  have  been 
brought  forwtM;  so  that,  in  fact,  the  only 
information  wo  have  is  derived  from  the 
public  newspapers,  Conclnding,  however, 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  commnnicate  all  Papers  re- 
lating to  the  recent  military  transactions,  I 
am  most  desirous  of  knowing  whether  they 
mean  to  communicate  the  proclamation  of 
the  Governor  General  issued  after  the  bat- 
tle, and  also  the  preliminary  of  that  Treaty 
of  peace  which  it  has  been  publicly  stated, 
was  concluded  on  the  17tii  of  Febmary 
last,  after  the  battle  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sutlej :  both  of  which  are  documents  which 
I  conceive  ought  to  be  in  the  possession  of 
the  House.  I  do  not  ask  this  question 
with  any  idea  that  these  Papers  can  he 
made  the  foundation  of  anythmg  like  ob- 
jections in  any  quarter  whatever,  either  in 
or  out  of  the  House.  On  the  contrary,  if 
}  feel  an  anxiety  to  see  these  Papers  pro- 
duced, It  is  because  in  them,  especially  in 
one  of  them — I  allude  to  the  proclamation 
of  the  Governor  General  issued  on  his  en- 
tering the  Sikh  territory  after  the  battle — 
I  Snd  a  most  satisfactory  proof  of  that 
spirit  of  moderation  in  the  moment  of  vic- 
tory— that  abstinence  even  from  what  may 
be  termed  the  legitimate  fruits  of  conquest, 
«4iich  do  hononr  to  the  character  of  this 
country,  and  which  may,  at  no  distant  pe- 
riod, obtain  the  formal  sanction  and  ap- 
probation both  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
country  at  large.  Though  I  am  confi- 
dent that  occasions  may  arise,  and,  in- 
deed, have  arisen,  in  Europe  as  well  as  in 
Asia,  in  which  the  invasion  of  a  neighbour- 
ing country  may  be  justified  as  a  strictly 
defensive  principle;  yet  there  is  no  part  it 
these  transactions  which  I  have  viewed 
with  greater  satisfaction  than  the  cirenm* 
■tance  of  this  great  conquest  not  having 
been  preceded  by  invasion,  and  that,  if 
possible  to  be  avoided,  it  is  not  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  annexation.  Convinced  that  the 
iafety  of  our  Government  in  India  depends 
-  spon  the  Mtisfactioa  and  proteotioii  ti 


enabled  to  give  to  the  natives  of  that  emm- 
try,  and  upon  the  prosperity  we  are  enaUed 
to  impart  to  their  commerce  and  social  ex- 
istence, I  am  persuaded  that  next  to  these 
stands  the  importance  of  letting  it  be  felt 
by  all  the  nations  of  India,  that  we  are  not 
desirous  of  conquest  for  any  purpose  bnt 
that  of  security,  and  that  with  all  nations 
of  that  countiy,  let  their  Government  be 
what  it  may,  perfect  or  imperfect,  Haho- 
medan  or  Hindoo,  placed  in  one  race,  or 
vested  in  another,  ouronlydesireis  torecog* 
nizethem  as  allies  with  whom  we  can  meet 
on  equal  terms,  if  they  on  equal  terms  were 
prepared  to  maintain  the  relations  of  peace 
and  concord.  It  was,  therefore,  with  peen- 
liar  satisfaction  that  I  saw  these  principles 
distinctly  laid  down  in  the  proclamation  to 
which  I  have  alluded;  and  I  have  no  doobt 
that  procloma^on  accords  with  the  riews 
of  Her  Uajesty's  Government.  It  is  a 
proclamation  upon  which  we  can  proudly 
challenge  the  world  to  examine  the 
grounds  of  our  proceedings,  and  which 
shows  that  it  was  not  in  a  spirit  of  con- 

Juest  that  we  engaged  in  the  mighty  con- 
ict  which,  by  great  skill  and  bravery,  has 
been  brongfat  to  so  glorious  a  termination. 
Therefore  it  is  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
if  these  documents  can  be  pro£iced.  I  say 
nothing  with  regard  to  any  other  commu- 
nication from  Her  Majesty's  GoTcrament 
to  the  Honse;  for  though  it  has  been  asked, 
in  another  place,  whether  any  communiea- 
tion  would  be  made  from  the  Throne  re- 
lating to  any  honours  and  rewards  which  it 
might  be  the  pleasure  of  Her  Hajetty  to 
confer  on  the  most  meritorious  servants  of 
the  Crown  who  ever  had  a  claim  for  snch 
honours  and  rewards,  and  though  I  had 
hoped  that  some  such  communication  wonld 
have  been  made,  yet  this  is  a  matter  winch, 
in  thefirst  instance,  I  should  wish  to  leave 
to  the  discretion  of  Her  Majesty's  advisers, 
confident  that  a  very  short  period  will 
elapse  before  we  shall  learn  the  gncions 
intentions  of  the  Sovereign  on  that  point. 
In  conclusion,  I  will  only  add  that  I  sup- 
pose there  will  be  no  objection  to  produce 
the  documents  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  upon  which  the  general  vote  of  thanks 
was  based. 

The  Earl  of  RIPON  regretted  that  hts 
noble  Priend  was  absent  when  ho  had 
moved  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  Henry 
Hardinge  and  Sir  Hugh  Gongh,  and  the 
other  officers  who  were  cmcemed  in  what 
he  had  so  justly  termed  the  glorious 
achievements  on  the  banks  «f  the  SntUj. 
WIhd  DDtki  of  the  Hotioa  wm  girea,  it 


wu  not  thnr  intention  to  propoae  a  vote 
of  thonkB  for  the  lut  victory  in  India;  they 


then  intended  to  propose  a  vote  of  thanks 
only  for  die  Tictory  obtained  by  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Smith  ; 
but  his  noble  Friend  would  bear  in  mind 
that  when  a  question  was  put  to  him 
on  the  subject  on  Tuesday  by  the  noble 
Lord,  they  were  not  in  posaession  of  official 
accounts  of  the  last  victory.  It  was  true 
they  knew  the  events  had  occurred,  for 
they  had  recMved  the  accounts  of  them  in 
an  indb«ct  way;  but  as  they  bad  not  ofB- 
cially  received  them,  they  could  not  call  on 
Parliament  to  notice  them  in  any  way. 
But  when  they  did  receive  the  official  ac- 
eonnts,  it  was  thought  most  desirable  that 
file  earliest  opportunity  of  recording  the 
sense  of  the  Lerislatnre  should  be  taken. 
As  the  House  of  Commons  sat  on  Wed- 
nesday, notice  was  given  there  for  that 
purpose;  but  as  their  Lordships  did  not  sit, 
he  (Lord  Ripon)  took  the  liberty  to  de- 
part tixim  the  uHual  course,  and  make  the 
iCodon  without  giving  the  usual  notice. 
As  soon  as  it  was  resolved  that  the  vote  of 
thanka  should  he  moved,  he  wrote  to  his 
nobis  Friend,  He  heard  he  was  out  of 
town,  and  sent  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  an- 
other noble  Lord  at  the  same  side  of  the 
House;  but  he  also  was  unable  to  avail 
himself  of  his  invitation.  But  his  noble 
Friend  had  no^ng  to  regret,  for  his  noble 
Friend  behind  him  who  had  formerly  been 
Goremor  Oeneral  of  India  (the  Earl  of 
Aockland),  had  (Uscharged  the  duty  of  sup- 
porting the  Motion  of  thanks  in  a  manner 
so  admirable,  and  so  deserving  cf  all  praiae, 
that  nether  the  House  nor  the  illustrions 
individuals  to  whom  he  paid  but  just  com- 

K"meots  could  think  tiiat  the  duty  could 
ve  been  better  performed  in  wliat«ver 
hands  it  might  have  been  placed.  As  to 
the  production  of  Papers,  in  point  of  fact 
the  substance  of  all  that  had  been  re- 
ceived up  to  that  time  was  contabed  in 
that  which  had  been  published  in  the  Ga- 
xette.  The  arrangements  with  the  Durbar 
and  Ghoolab  Singh  had  not  been  reduced 
to  the  form  of  a  Treaty,  and 
condition  to  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House;  but  when  they  were  there  could  be 
no  objection,  and  in  fact  it  would  be  theit 
duty  to  lay  all  information  as  to  the  poli- 
tical part  of  the  matter  in  the  Papers  be- 
fore the  House.  Until  they  were  in  pos- 
Besuon  of  the  documents  m  regular  and 
anthen^  form,  the  Government  could  not 
lay  them  on  the  Table  of  their  Lordships' 
Botue;  but  aa  soon  as  they  should  bo  in 
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]a  of  them  in  the  manner  Scribed, 
there  of  course  oould  not  be  the  slightest 
objection  to  their  production.  With  re- 
spect to  the  noble  Uarquess's  inquiries  aa 
to  any  communication  that  might  he  ei- 
lected  from  Her  Majesty,  with  respect  to 
lonours  and  rewards  intended  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  those  whom  he  so  Justly  de- 
signated as  "  great  men  who  have  acbiev- 
ed  great  victories,"  he  (the  Earl  of  Ripon) 
could  only  say  that  he  was  not  anthomed 
just  at  the  present  moment  to  make  any 
official  statement  on  the  subject;  but  he 
might  he  permitted  to  observe,  that  no 
sooner  haa  Her  Majesty  been  made  aware 
of  the  glorious  events  which  bad  occurred 
India,  and  of  the  great  services  which 
those  two  illustrious  personages.  Sir  Heni^ 
Hardinge  and  Sir  Hugh  Gough,  had  ren-> 
dered,  tnan  she  signified  her  Royal  pleasure 
that  patents  of  nobility  should  oe  prepared 
for  them  both.    [Cheeri.']    He  need  hardlf 


add,  that  this  intimation  of  Her  Majesty  a 
command  was  received  most  cheerfully, 
and  with  the  greatest  possible  graUfication, 
by  those  who  had  the  honour  to  be  Her 
Majesty's  advisors,  for  they  felt  that  it  waa 
not  the  heroes  alone  that  would  be  ennobled, 
but  that  the  country  itself  would  be  bo- 
red by  granting  such  marks  of  distinc- 
tion to  those  who  had  so  richly  deserved 


THE  LATE  POLISH  INSURRECTION. 
Lord  BEAUMONT  said,  that  having 

Stimated  to  his  noble  Friend  the  Secre- 
ry  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiurs  his  inten- 
tion of  asking  a  question  that  evening  re- 
specting recent  events  alleged  to  nave 
taken  place  in  one  of  the  provinces  of  the 
Austrian  Empire,  and  his  noble  Friend 
having  stated  that  he  would  offer  no  objec- 
tion to  his  so  doing,  (he  Lord  Beaumont) 
now  rose  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  his 
intention  into  effect.  In  putting  this  ques- 
tion be  would  not  apoto^ie  for  bringing 
the  question  to  which  it  related  under  the 
consideration  of  tbejr  Lordships,  nor  pauae 


)  reficct  whether  there  w 


treaty,  or  international  estabhshed  usage, 
which  invested  bim  with  the  privilege  of 
pursuing  the  course  which  he  was  about  to 
adopt.  He  based  his  right  to  do  so  upon 
a  higher  ground — upon  the  ground  that  all 
the  States  of  Europe  had  entered  into  a 
compact  to  advance  civilization  as  far  aa  in 
them  lay,  and  to  arrest  the  continuance  of 
any  barbarous  customs  or  laws  which  might 
heretofore  have  existed  amongst  them.  In 
a  locality  wiich  was  situated  ahuost  in  the 
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TCiy  heart  of  Europe,  moat  moDBtroiiB 
deeds  had  been  lately  perpetrated;  and  it 
became  the  dnty  of  every  GoTenuneDt  in 
Europe  which  professed  to  feel  an  intereet 
in  the  promotion  of  civilisation  and  en- 
lightenment, to  publicly  denounce  and  con- 
demn such  proceedings,  in  order  that  the 
States  in  which  they  had  occurred  might 
perceiTO  the  propriety  of  taking  measureB 
to  prevent  their  recorrenee,  or  to  repeal 
the  laws  under  whose  sanction  they  had 
been  enacted.  In  referring  to  the  circum- 
stances which  he  was  about  to  bring  under 
their  noUce,  be  would  take  occasion  to 
mention  that,  as  their  Lordships  were  no 
doubt  well  aware,  a  rebellion  had  recently 
taken  place  in  the  Austrian,  Frussian,  and 
Russian  territories :  that  revolt  had  been 
subdued,  and  the  leaders  of  the  rebels  had 
been  fonually  tried  and  formally  punished. 
He  merely  alluded  to  this  topic  for  the  pur- 
pose of  separating  it  from  the  subject  more 
immediately  before  their  Lordships.  It  was 
a  fact  of  which  there  could  be  no  question, 
that  a  revolt  had  taken  place,  and  the 
leaders  had  been  arreated  and  punished 
in  a  most  exemplary  manner.  But  how- 
ever BOTere  and  dreadful  the  treatment 
might  appear  to  him  to  be  to  which  they 
had  been  exposed,  this  was  a  question  the 
consideration  of  which  be  would  not  broach 
in  that  place.  It  was  a  matter  of  inter- 
national regulation,  to  bo  decided  upon  by 
the  Austrian  Government  itself ;  and  how- 
ever deeply  he  might  deplore  certain  events 
which  had  occurred,  the  interference  of 
the  British  Government  was  not  called  foi 
and  upon  this  branch  of  the  case  he  would 
consequently  offer  no  further  observation. 
But  the  Bubject  to  which  he  was  really 
anxious  to  direct  their  Lordships'  attention 
was  the  practice  which  appeared  to  exist 
in  GaUcia,  a  province  of  Austria,  of  esti 
blishing  a  kind  of  servile  war — the  practit 
of  the  authorities  in  that  country  either 
encouraging  or  actually  designing  and  set- 
ting on  foot  a  rise  of  the  peasants  against 
their  lords  and  masters,  the  consequence 
of  which  rise  hsd  been  the  wholesale 
slaughter  of  those  lords  and  masters  in  the 
province  to  which  be  had  alluded.  There 
was  but  too  good  reason  for  believing  that 
the  serfs  of  nobles  and  landed  proprietors 
in  Galicia  had,  at  the  instigation  of  per- 
sons of  high  authority,  and  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  receiving  certain  stated  rewams  for 
all  the  min  they  could  accomplish,  and  for 
every  head  tbey  could  produce,  deliberately 
risen  and  murdered  by  whotesale  their 
Iwds  and  muters,  wboeq  properties  they 


devastated,  and  whose  castles  they  laid 
waste.  His  authority  for  these  statements 
be  admitted,  oidy  founded  on  private 
letters,  and  on  the  public  statements  of 
!  twenty  or  thirty  newspapers  in  France 
and  Germany;  but  he  feared  there  was  no 
room  for  doubting  that  the  description  of 
the  dreadful  deeda  which  had  been  com- 
mitted had  not  been  in  any  material  re- 
spect exaggerated.  In  order  to  show  the 
character  and  extent  of  the  frightful  events 
which  had  occurred  in  this  province  of 
Austria,  with  the  sanction,  nay,  as  he 
verily  believed,  at  the  very  instigation  of 
the  autlioriticB,  he  would  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  an  extract  from  the  Journal 
des  Debati,  a  paper  which  he  believed  in- 
capable of  misrepresentation.  [The  noble 
Lord  read  a  quotation  from  the  newspaper 
in  question.  It  was  to  the  effect,  that  in 
three  circles  of  Galicia  the  peasantry  had 
risen  vidi  so  deadly  a  purpose,  that  scarcely 
one  landed  proprietor  bad  been  left  ahve. 
They  had  ^1  been  murdered  in  cold  blood, 
and  their  castles  destroyed.]  The  noble 
Lord  continued  to  observe  that  similar 
scenes  were  reported  every  day;  and,  al- 
though there  might  be  some  colouring  and 
a  Uttle  exaggeration,  it  was  incredible  to 
suppose  that  the  statements  were  altoge- 
ther untrue.  In  no  instance  that  he  could 
hear  of  had  the  perpetrators  of  these  atro- 
cities been  punished,  nor  did  it  appear  that 
the  Government  had  in  the  least  disap- 
proved of  their  proceedings  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  Emperor,  in  his  proclamation, 
encouraged  and  applauded  rather  than  de- 
precated or  condemned  them.  But  it  was 
the  duty  of  other  Governments  not  to  per- 
mit such  things  to  pass  unnoticed.  Re- 
monstrance might,  perhaps,  be  productive 
of  a  happy  effect.  He  appealed  to  the 
noble  Earl  hunself,  tho  Secretaiy  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  to  say  whether  on  a  former 
occasion  bis  expression  of  disapproval  of 
barbarous  laws  and  inhuman  usages  in 
other  countries  had  not  been  prodnctire  of 
a  most  beneficial  effect  ?  Was  it  not 
mainly  in  consequence  of  such  an  expres- 
sion of  disapproval  that  the  law  in  Turkey, 
which  condemned  a  double  renegade  to 
death,  had  been  repealed.  He  wished  now 
to  know  whether  the  noble  Earl  had  re- 
ceived any  authentic  informa^on  with  re- 
gard to  the  events  which  had  recently 
taken  place  in  Galicia,  a  province  of  Aus- 
tria ;  and  whether,  in  the  event  of  his 
having  so  received  it,  he  had  taken  any 
means  to  let  the  Austrian  Government 
undwataad  with  irhat  feelings  of  pvn  and 
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ditapprobation  such  intelligence  had  been 
received  by  tbe  Britiali  G-ovemnient  t 

The  Earl  of  ASERDBEN  said,  he 
would  be  at  all  times  most  happy  to  give 
all  the  information  in  his  power  to  the 
noble  Lord  on  any  question  in  respect  to 
which  he  might  deure  it ;  but,  really,  the 
information  in  reference   to  the  question 
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dissimilar,  the  multitude 
contradictions  of  the  press,  and  of  state- 
ments and  counter-statements,  was  so  Kreat, 
that  it  was  ^erv  difficult  to  unravel  the 
truth  from  the  folsehood  with  any  degree 
of  certainty,  or  to  discover  how  the  real 
state  of  the  facts  stood.  The  matter  was 
one  in  which  this  country  was  not  directly 
concerned.  Neither  British  interests  nor 
British  subjects  were  affected  by  these 
events,  be  they  true  or  false.  He  under- 
stood the  statement  of  the  noble  Lord  to  be 
substantially  this,  that  the  Austrian  autho- 
rities had  incited  the  peasantry  of  Galicia 
atminst  the  proprietors  or  lords  of  the  soil, 
onering  rewards  for  their  capture,  and  still 
higher  prizes  for  the  heads  of  such  of  them 
OS  might  he  bIiuu.  He  (the  Earl  of  Aber- 
doen]  had  the  happiness,  for  many  years, 
to  live  on  terms  of  close  intimacy  and 
friendship  with  the  eminent  'persoa  by 
whom  the  administration  of  the  Austrian 
Government  was  carried  on ;  and  he  could 
only  say,  that  any  policy  of  this  kind — any 
pohcy  involving  an  instigation  to  crime  and 
deeds  of  atrocity — it  was  quite  as  impos- 
sible for  that  ^stingnished  personage  to 
adopt  as  for  any  of  their  Lordships.  It 
wa«  mideniably  true  that  the  Austrian  Oo- 
venunent  had  been  great  benefactors  to 
the  Qalician  peasantir,  and  that  the  pea- 
santry had  always  looked  to  it  vrith  confi- 
dence for  protection  against  their  lords. 
It  was  now  serenty  or  eighty  years  since 
that  province  had  come  under  the  sway  of 
Ausbia,  and  during  that  period  the  condi- 
tion of  the  peasantry  had  been  vastly  im- 
proved. Their  present  condition  under 
Austria  was  immeaaurably  superior  to  what 
it  was  in  the  reigns  of  Maria  Teresa  and 
Joseph  II. ;  and  this  being  the  fact,  it  was 
not  at  all  nnnatnral  that  they  should  enter- 
tain feelings  of  loyalty  and  affection  towards 
a  GoTermnent  from  whom  they  had  inva- 
riably experienced  liberal,  humane,  and 
considerate  treatment.  He  confessed,  that 
with  respect  to  the  exact  matter  referred 
to  by  the  noble  Lord,  he  possessed  Uttle 
information,  if  any  at  all,  beyond  what 
thMT  Lordships  might  be  fairly  supposed 
to  be  in  the  enjoyment  of.  The  subject 
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was  one  in  respect  to  which  he  bad  not  felt 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  institute  any  in- 

3niries,  as  he  did  not  consider  it  to  be  the 
uty  of  this  country  to  interfere  in  the 
administration  of  a  province  belonging  to 
such  a  State  as  Austria;  butHerHajesty'a 
Charge  d'Affmres  at  Vienna  had  from 
time  to  time  written  to  him  (the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen)  accounts  giring  the  details  of 
what  had  taken  place  ;  and  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  his  statements  and  descriptions 
were  very  different  indeed  from  those  which 
had  been  made  by  the  nohle  Lord  opposite. 
He  would  read  for  their  Lordships  two  or 
three  extracts  from  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Magents,  in  describing  those  occurrences, 
and  this  was  all  the  information  he  was 
able  to  afford  on  the  subject.  The  noble 
Earl  read  several  extracts  from  communi- 
cations received  from  the  Charge  d'Affaires 
at  Vienna,  and  hearing  date  the  28th  Feb- 
ruary and  3rd  of  Uarch.  They  were  in 
Buhstancc  statements  to  the  effect,  that  the 
peasantry  of  Galicia  had  displayed  a  spirit 
of  the  most  determined  hostility  to  the 
revolutionary  movement,  and  peremptorily 
resisted  the  proposak  of  the  lords  and  pro- 
prietors of  the  soil  that  they  should  join  in 
it.  They  had  in  numerous  instances  made 
prisoners  of  many  of  those  who  wished  to 
urge  them  on,  and  had  denounced  their 
projects  to  the  neighbouring  authorities. 
They  attacked,  resisted,  and  took  into  cap- 
tivity many  of  the  leaders.  The  writer 
stated,  that  great  inconvenience  had  re- 
sulted from  the  enormous  number  of  those 
who  were  taken  prisoners ;  and  the  embar- 
rassment would  have  been  much  greater 
were  it  not  that  those  who  were  arrested 
thought  it  much  better  to  remain  quietly 
in  prison  than  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
peasantry,  by  whom  they  would  most  as- 
suredly have  been  slain.  The  writer  also 
observed  that  the  accounts  from  Lemberg, 
the  capital  of  Galicia,  were  most  satisfac- 
tory. The  people  there  continued  to  show 
the  best  disposition  in  support  of  the  Impe- 
rial Government,  and  displayed  unhouooed 
zeal  in  arresting  the  instigators  to  revolt. 
In  many  places  where  the  nobles  and  pro- 
prietors had  been  arrested,  the  peasantry 
formed  themselves  into  volunteer  guards, 
and  thus  ^aisted  the  Executive,  These 
were  the  accounts  whioh  he  (the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen)  had  received,  and  he  confessed 
he  saw  nothing  in  all  this  to  merit  the 
stigma  which  was  sought  to  be  attached  to 
it.  The  peasantty  hod  proved  fiutbful  to 
the  Government  in  resisting  the  revolt.  In 
so  doing,  they  hod  no  doubt  taken  ft  part 
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which  had  led  to  the  deatruction  of  life 
hut,  putting  out  of  the  question  those  eto- 
ries  (concerning  which  he  had  not  one 
tide  of  inibrtnation)  respecting  adrertiaing 
rewards  for  living  captives  or  the  heads  of 
the  slain,  he  did  not  see  anything  so  bs 
in  tho  efforts  of  the  peasantry  to  eupport 
GoTCmment  under  which  they  had  received 
signal  advantages  and  benefits.  As  he  had 
slated  before,  he  was  not  prepared  to  aay 
to  what  eitent  prevailing  reporti  were  true 
or  false.  He  had  no  further  information 
than  what  he  had  suhmitted. 

Lord  KINNAIRD  woa  glad  that  public 
Attention  had  been  directed  to  this  matter. 
He  believed  it  could  not  be  denied  that  a 
proclamation  had  been  issued  for  capturing 
the  nobles,  and  bringing  them  in,  dead  or 
■lire.  The  Governor  had,  no  doubt,  been 
authorized  to  issue  this  proclamation  by  the 
statute-law  of  Austria,  which  declared  that 
deserters  were  to  be  taken,  dead  or  alive, 
and  that  aU  rebels  should  be  treated  as 
deserters.  It  must  have  been  upon  this 
that  the  proclamation  was  founded  ;  but  he 
woe  sure  it  must  hare  been  done  without 
the  special  cognisance  or  express  sanction 
of  the  Austrian  Government,  who,  he  was 
sure,  would  never  countenance  anything  so 
barbarous  as  a  proclamation  of  the  kind 
described  by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Beau- 
mont). There  could  be  no  doubt  but  the 
peasantry  of  Galicia  had  been  very  well 
treated  by  the  Austrian  Government. 

Lord  BEAUUONT  observed  that  the 
passages  read  by  the  noble  Earl  the  Se- 
cretary for  Foreign  Affairs  appeared  rather 
to  confirm  than  invalidate  bis  (Lord  Beau- 
mont's) statements.  Besides,  if  the  pro- 
clamation had  been  issued  in  conformitr 
with  the  statute  law  of  Austria,  so  mncD 
the  worse  for  Austria.  He  hoped  the  nobl« 
Earl  would  use  his  influence  to  procure  the 
repeal  of  BO  nefarious  a  statute. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

CASE  OF  MR.  JOSHUA  TODLMIN  SMITH. 
Lord  DENHAN  presented  a  petition 
Irotn  a  member  of  his  own  profession,  Ur. 
Joshua  Toulmin  Smith,  complaining  that. 
on  the  18th  of  December  last,  when  he 
was  home  and  at  dinner,  his  family  was 
intruded  upon  by  an  excise  officer  and  his 
assistants,  who  were  armed  with  a  warrant, 
and  stated  that  they  came  in  search  of  an 
illicit  still.  They  had  no  better  informa- 
tion on  which  to  ground  their  proceedings 
tiian  the  allegation  of  an  anonymous  letter; 
and  the  petitioner  stated  that  the  officers 
treated  the  femalea  of  hia  family  rery 


roughly,  and  that  his  wife  had  never  reco- 
vered from  the  shock  she  received.  The 
petitioner  hod  intended  to  bring  an  action 
against  the  pardes;  in  that  case,  he  (Lord 
Denman)  should  not  have  thought  it  his 
duty  to  present  the  petition ;  but  he  under- 
stood the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  hod 
been  consulted,  and  it  was  their  opinion  a 
person  under  such  circumstances  had  no 
remedy  by  an  action  at  law.  There  was 
certainly  high  authority,  that  of  Lord 
Mansfield,  for  this  opinion;  he  stated  that 
the  proceedings  of  an  officer  under  such 
circumstances  did  not  entitle  the  party  ag- 
grieved to  the  remedy  of  an  action  at  law. 
This  being  the  case,  the  petitioner  wished 
their  Lordships  to  consider  whether  or  not 
the  law  should  be  continued  which  gave  a 
power  so  easily  liable  to  abuse,  and  which 
might  lead  to  consequences  of  a  very  serious 
nature.  AU  that  hod  been  done  had  been 
greatly  at  variance  with  the  common  law; 
and  he  (Lord  Denman)  thought  It  was  of 
the  greatest  importance  such  coses  should 
be  brought  before  their  Lordships  and  mode 
public;  and  he  expected  the  noble  Lord  who 
was  connected  with  that  department  would 
rise  and  express  the  thorough  reprobation 
of  any  individual  who,  on  anonymous  in- 
formation,' could  anhject  parties  to  such 
treatment. 

The  petition  having  been  read  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  at  the  Table, 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIB  said,  ho 
should  not  have  wished  to  address  a  ungle 
word  to  their  Lordships  beyond  what  ap- 
plied to  the  facts  of  tho  case ;  but  the  pe- 
tition in  point  of  fact  made  a  direct,  and  he 
ventured  to  think  an  unjust  attack  on  an 
entire  public  department,  which,  if  any  one 
could  be  called  well  managed,  deserved 
that  commendation — the  Excise  Depart- 
ment. When  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
opposite  called  his  attention  to  the  case, 
he  had  taken  the  necessary  slops  to  inform 
himself  on  the  subject;  and  he  found  the 
petitioner  had  already  presented  a  petition 
to  the  other  House  of  Parliament  on  the 
same  circumstances,  which  could  hardly  be 
called  a  petition  of  a  umilar  character,  as 
the  petition  that  had  just  been  read  was 
infinitely  more  moderate  and  modified  in 
its  statements  compared  with  the  other 
one.  With  respect  to  the  facta  alleged  aa 
the  foundation  of  the  petition :  that  the 
gentleman's  house  was  entered  by  officera 
of  tho  Excise  armed  with  a  search  warrant, 
was  undoubtedly  true.  To  that  point  be 
was  ready  to  answer  the  appeal  made  by 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  ud  to  saythM 


581 


CaiBof 


{April  6}     Mr.  Joshua  Tovlmm  Smith.    582 


the  conduct  of  tho  officer  in  obtaining  the 
warrant  and  m&lung  the  entir  was  blame- 
ahle ;  it  waa  to  in  the  ejes  of  nie  superiors, 
for  the;  had  blamed  him  for  it,  and  punished 
him.  But  the  allegations  of  tho  petition 
went  a  great  length  beyond  complaining  of 
that  individual ;  they  inculpated  his  superior 
officers  who  issued  the  instructions.  And, 
first,  with  respect  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  officer  did  his  duty ;  it  was  stated  in 
the  petition  that  the  entry  of  the  Houae 
was  made  forcibly — that  a  demand  to  see 
the  warrant  was  refused — that  great  dismay 
and  consternation  prevailed  among  tho  in- 
mates— and  that  their  health  had  been 
placed  in  jeopardy.  He  could  give  a  posi- 
tive contradiction  to  all  those  Btatemeots. 
The  letter  was  received  by  the  Commis- 
flioners  of  Eiciae;  bnt  no  instructions  what- 
ever  to  act  were  sent  upon  that  letter.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  remitted  to  the  officer 
of  the  district,  with  directions  to  inquire 
carefully  and  report.  The  officer,  believing 
he  had  good  ground  for  suspicion,  went  to 
the  nearest  magistrate  to  make  the  re- 
quired deposition;  but  that  magistrate  be- 
ing from  home,  he  proceeded  to  the  next, 
and  having  obttuned  a  warrant,  proceeded 
to  the  premises ;  but  he  effected  no  forcible 
entrance.  When  the  door  was  opened,  he 
inquired  for  the  master  of  the  house,  who 
happened  then  not  to  be  at  his  chambers, 
but  at  home.  The  warrant  was  not  de- 
manded; indeed  it  was  not  necessary,  for 
it  was  at  once  shown ;  and  the  officer  pro- 
ceeded in  company  with  this  gentleman  to 
look  over  the  honae,  and  was  satisfied  that 
hie  suspicions  were  unfounded.  Although 
there  was  great  plausibility  in  the  state- 
ment that  inquiry  in  the  neighbourhood 
concerning  the  petitioner,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  his  house  itself,  ought  to  have  pro- 
tected him  from  suspicion,  yet  these  cir- 
cumstances were  insufficient  in  themselves; 
for  it  happened  that  in  the  very  same  ^s- 
trict  there  had  been  a  house,  far  better  in 
Appearance  than  the  one  in  question,  and 
bearing  more  the  aspect  of  a  gentleman's 
house,  in  the  drawing-room  of  which  a  small 
■till  had  been  found  in  fulloperation  by  the 
rery  same  officer.  The  officer,  therefore, 
did  not  think  it  wise  to  trust  to  appear- 
ances; but  at  the  same  time  he  did  not 
search  every  apartment.  Where  he  went 
he  was  accompanied  by  the  master  of  the 
house,  and  when  he  perceived  there  was 
no  cause  for  suspicion,  he  declined  to  enter 
a  room  whero  the  family  wore  at  dinner, 
and  tho  females  of  the  family  never 
MW  him.    He  then  expressed  h^  regret 


at  having  caused  any  inconvemenco,  and 
left  the  house.  Now  he  (the  Earl  of  Dal- 
bouflie)  wos  ready  to  produce  the  three  of- 
ficers at  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  depose, 
on  their  oaths,  to  the  falsehood  of  the  al- 
legations that  had  been  made.  So  muclt 
for  the  facts  on  the  Thursday.  On  ths 
Friday  Ur.  Smith  addressed  a  letter  _tO 
the  Commissioners  of  Excise.  Before 
reading  this  letter,  however,  he  must  re- 
mind their  Lordships  that  this  matter  hod 
been  mentioned  in  another  place,  and  the 
correspondence  had  been  printed.  The 
petitioner  stated  that  no  redress  or  apology 
had  been  afforded  to  him,  nor  any  wist 
evinced  to  afford  them,  and  that  the  reasons 
for  not  giving-  them  were  futile,  inasmuch 
as  tho  Commissioners  mast  have  been  in 
possession  of  the  report  at  the  time.  That 
was  not  the  fact.  The  Commissioners  onlj 
knew  that  they  bad  sent  instructions  to 
their  officer  to  inquire  carefully  and  report. 
The  noble  Earl  here  read  an  extract  from 
the  letter  of  the  petitioner  to  the  Commis- 
sioners,  which,  after  detailing  the  circum- 
stances, was  to  tbe  effect  that  he  desired 
no  vindictive  proceedings,  but  only  such 
reparation  as  his  position  in  society  de- 
manded for  such  an  indignity  and  outrage| 
he  desired  to  Bay,  that  if  he  received  from 
them,  before  three  o'clock  on  the  some  day, 
a  specific  written  assurance  that  their  offi- 


ings,  and  be  instructed  by  the  Commis' 
sioners  to  forward  to  the  petitioner's  cham- 
bers a  full  written  apology  before  three 
o'clock  on  tho  Saturday,  no  proceedings 
would  be  taken  by  the  petitioners;  but  that 
otherwise  he  should  place  the  case  in  the 
hands  of  his  attorney,  and  that  public  at- 
t«ntion  would  he  in  other  ways  caJIed  to  it. 
The  letter  concluded  thus :  "  My  clerk 
awaits  your  reply."  The  noble  Earl,  after 
reading  this  extract,  observed,  that  al- 
though it  was  highly  necessary  that  griev- 
ances of  this  kind,  complained  of  by  Her 
Majesty's  subjects,  should  be  brought  un- 
der tho  consideration  of  the  authorities;  it 
was  equally  necessary  that  the  conduct  of 
an  officer,  charged  with  a  responsible  and 
often  an  odious  duty,  should  not  bo  lightly 
or  unjustly  impugned.  To  the  demand  of 
the  petitioner  the  Commissioners  make  tbe 
following  reply  on  the  same  day : — 

"  Exciie  Offlco,  ]»th  December,  ISiS. 

"  Sir — Tho  Commiasionera  of  Eiclio  hUTiag 
hod  before  tbem  fonr  latter  of  this  moriiiiig.  com- 
ptBinbig  of  the  condttot  of  an  officer  of  the  re- 
venue, in  having  searched  jovr  private  reaidencs 
oocompanied  bj  two  police  officers  ; 

"lam directed  to  acqu4iut  f oa  tlut  previou 
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g  anf  judgment  on  the  conduct  of 
in  question,  t)ie  board  hnvc  (ult  it  no- 
<Ks»r7  to  csll  on  him  for  an  ciplanation,  the  re- 
mit of  which  will  be  communicated  to  you  wilh- 

•■  1  »m  to  ftdd,  thst  the  board  are  unable  to  of- 
fer anj  opinion  on  this  caM  until  tboy  bare  beard 
both  sides  of  the  question ;  but  thr^  arc  desirous 
at  tlio  same  time  of  assuring  you,  tbat  they  do 
not  saDCtiun  anf  proceedings  of  an  unjust  or  op- 
pressivB  cliaractcr. — 1  have,  te. 

(Signed)  "J.  Cuytdn  Frkeuku." 
Surclj  nothing  more  than  this  cotdd  be  re- 
quired hj  any  ODe.  Was  the  officer  to  be 
punished  without  a  hearing  ?  Why,  no 
gentleman  would  flog  a  hound  unless  there 
was  reason  to  heheve  he  had  really  com- 
mitted a  fault  ;  jet  this  Mr.  Smith  remon- 
strated most  Tiolentlj,  and  abused  the 
Commissiouers  most  foully,  because  thej' 
would  not  act  towards  their  officer  as  no 
gentleman  nould  act  towards  liis  dog. 
This  is  his  reply  : — 

"  19th  December,  IBiS. 

"  I  biTO  to  state,  that  jour  reply  to  mj  letter 
of  this  morning,  placed  in  mj  Irands  b;  Sir  F. 
Dofle.  cannot  be  receiTod  by  me.  This  is  not  a 
cue  In  wbieh  '  to  pronounce  judgment'  or  '  oObr 
ui  opinion ;'  it  is  an  outrage  of  the  grossest  na- 
ture, perpetrated  bj  your  officer,  in  your  name, 
upon  >  priTBte  geatteman,  and  for  which,  as  gen- 
tleman, you  are  boand  to  make,  instantly,  all  the 
reparation  in  yoor  power.  Your  own  case  avow- 
edly stancis  only  on  a  loose  anonymous  letter, 

"  I  require  an  immediate  and  most  distinct  apo- 
logy from  you  ;  and  fijrlber,  and  besides  the  apo- 
lofy  from  your  officer,  I  shall  require  the  pay- 
ment to  me  of  the  sum  of  10/.  before  two  o'clock 
to-morrow,  to  coTer  the  expenses  and  Costs  to 
which  I  hare  been  and  shall  be  put  in  consulting 
Munsel  and  other  contingent  eipensei. 

"  The  bearer  waits  reply." 
Id  this  letter  Ur.  Smith  spoke  of  the  ex- 
penses to  which  he  had  been  put.  Now, 
the  letter  was  dated  the  19th  of  December. 
On  the  18th  the  circumstances  occurred; 
and  he  (the  Earl  of  Dalbousiej  should  like 
to  know  what  possible  expenses  the  peti- 
tioner could  have  incurred  in  the  interval. 
Why,  he  bad  not  even  hnd  to  pay  6d.  to  a 
vith  his  first  letter  to  the  Ei 


cise,  for  it  appeared  by  it  that  his  clerk 
waited  for  a  reply.     Mr.  Smith  had 
eeired  an  answer  that  ihe  matter  wat 
be  inquired  into,  and  the  result  to  be  c 
niunicnted  to  him;  and  what  right  had  he 
to  assume  that  he  was  to  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  consulting  counsel;  considering, 
moreover,  as  ho  (£e  Barl  of  Dalhousie) 
believed  to  be  the  case,  that  lawyers  dealt 
charitably  with  one  another  in  these 
ters,  and,  like  doctors,   in  regard  to 
ments  of  the  body,  mutually  charged  no 
fees?    Here  was  tho  reply  of  the  Ex- 
cise : — 


'■  IfKh  December,  ISIS. 

Sir — IlaTing  already  acquainted  you,  by  de- 

of  the  board,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  this 

morning,  that  an  immediate   inquiry  would  be 

oadc  into  tho  conduct  of  the  officer  romplained  of^ 

lud  that  the  result  would  be  communicated  to  you, 

ind  liaving  also  stated  that  tlie  Commissioners 

would  ttot  sanction  any  unjust  or  oppressive  pn>- 

ceolings,  1  nm  directed  to  observe  that  your  pre- 

"  demand  of  an  apology  and  10/.,  knowing  that 

hours  only  have  elap.wd  since  your  complaint 

received,  and  tliat  the  officer  complained  of, 

)u  state,  resides  at  Bamet,  is  totally  inadnji»- 

.—I  have,  4c. 

(Signed)        "  J.  CLiTioK  Fasujxa." 
To  which  letter  on  the  same  day,  the  gea- 
made  the  following  rejoinder  : — 

Hare  Court,  Temple,  IBth.  Dec.,  18*5. 
tleman— Your  letters  to  mo,  under  the 
hand  of  Mr.  Freeliug,  aro  no  answer  to  my  com- 

"  I  charge  you,  the  Commisaionera  tit  Eiciie, 
I  an  act  of  gross  oppreaiion  and  arbitrary 
tyranny.  My  complaint  is  not  only  of  tho  manner 
in  which  your  officer  e^iecuted  the  instructions 
he  received  flM>m  you,  but  also  of  the  illegal  and 
wholly  unjustiBablo  nature  of  those  instructions. 

"  Those  instructions  are  avowed  to  have  been 
Ibnndcd  solely  on  an  anonymoos  letter. 

"  Since  my  first  letter  to  you  1  have  ascertained 
that  this  document  is  in  your  possession;  your 
solicitor,  Sir  Francis  Doyle,  himself  showed  it  to 
It  was  addressed  to  you,  and  on  it  you  in- 
structed your  officer. 

"  The  irrong  committed  thereby  becomes  your 
respecting  which  no  additional  inforroatim 
could  be  suppUcd  by  your  officer,  were  he  at  your 
rd  instead  of  at  Bamet. 

Your  delay  in  making  the  only  reparation  in 
your  power  docs  but  aggravate  the  wrong  com- 
mitted. Xo  man  possessing  the  feelings  of  a  gen- 
tleman could  rest  under  the  imputation  you  havs 
wantonly  thrown  upon  my  character. 

"  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  feelings  cannot 
be  appreciated  by  you. 

"1  decline  to  receive  any  'judgment'  which 
may  be  pronounced  by  you ;  I  have  required  an 
apology:  it  has  not  been  awarded  to  me.  I  have, 
therefore,  instructed  my  attorney  to  take  suoh 
steps  as  counsel  may  advise  to  vindicate  my  own 
character,  and  punish  and  bring  under  public 
indignation  so  grosi  an  Outrage  and  to  wanton 
of  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 


,te. 


(Signed)  "  J.  ToDLMUf  Smra." 

But  there  wem  a  postscript  to  this  last  letter 
which  he  would  read,  and  to  which  he  re- 
quested their  Lordships'  attention: — 

"  P.  S. — Before  twceiving  your  last  letlar,  I  had 
written  a  note  to  withdraw  so  much  of  roy  last  ■• 
requires  payment  of  any  money,  conudenng  that 
it  would  have  been  better  to  have  left  that  point 
to  your  own  sense  of  propriety.  Tbougfi  TOUT 
last  tetter  clearly  shows  such  reliance  would  ba 
vain,  I  shall  still  choose  to  withdraw  the  claim 
above  moationed.  in  order  that  there  may  be  do 
possibility  of  pnblic  or  private  misunderstanding 
of  my  motives.  "  J.  T.  S." 

Now,  it  was  just  poB«hle  that  it  migbt 
have  occniT«d  to  this  gentleman,  being  a 
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epecul  pleader,  that  plaiti-spokeu  jicople  of  his  aupcriorg  must  have  been.     It  was 

on  reading  that  letter  might  eay  it  was  a  right,  too,  that  lie  should  state  what  the 

sroiB  attempt  at  extortion :  and  also  that  term  "  decided  ceuBnrc"  really  meant,  and 

if  he  wcro  to  continue  his  action,  the  jury,  the  eitent  of  it.     It  meant  suspension  for 

seeing  that  he  had  assessed  his  own  da-  thrbc  years  from  all  chance  of  promotion 

mages  before   coming  into  court,   might  or  favour  shown  to  him.     And  yet  this 

take  him  at  his  word,  and  give  a  verdict  pfcntlcman  came  forward  and  declared  to 

for  101.,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  hope  of  Porliament,  that  no  apology  or  redress  had 

getting  a  higher  amount.     Now,  a!l  this  been  afforded  to  him.     Upon  the  23rd  Mr. 

happened  on   the    Friday ;    and    although  Smith  wrote  another  letter  to  the  Conunis- 

^s  gentleman  had  received  the  answer  of  sioners  as  follows  : — - 
the  Commissioners,  stating  that  the  matter  "  1,  IlBpe-court,  Temple,  Deo,  23,  I84S. 

should  be  inquired  into  and  the  result  com-        "  Gctillemen^I  have  to  acknowledge  Iha  r»- 

municated   to  him,  he  thought  proper  to  ^^'I"  *'"'  <■»?  °'  T"'"'  oommuniMtion  of  SSnd 

print  and  DubHah  a  paper,  setting  forth  the  "'?^.',^,,  j  ^^  ^^^^  „ti.&etion  ia  pe™,iviD, 

correspondence,  but  with  an  omission ;  and  that  the  impropriety   of  the  proooedings  is  at 

what  did  their  Lordships  suppose  the  omis-  length  neknowlrd^d,  I  cnnnot  but  remark  tl^ 

sion  was  ?      It  was  all  allusion  to  the  ten-  *''■»  "  I""  » '•"'j  ™o''o  of  reparation,  jour  But 

pound  note.      This  printing  took  place  be-  '""^r-  ""^  *^'"'^!  ""'  "™  eipreulDg  any  regrrt 

f  ..1.      Tj  ■]  1    .t       \i      f  fi  "t  tho«e  procccdini!*,  tlioueh  their   Datura  and 

tween  the  Fnday  and  the   Monday.      On  ground,  (the  monymouiletterj,  together  with  mj 

the  Fnday,  Mr.  Smith   wrote  to  the  Cora-  po«ilion.  were  then  before  you,  nnd  the  ict  of  tho 

missioners,  and  on  the  Monday,  the  answer  non-inquiriei  was  made  evident  to  you  by  mj 

he  (the  Earl  of  Dalhousie)  was  about  to  •^t'"  ■  ''"'<'«  "'''''''  ro"  '°""  ^^^  •^■'  t^"*™' " 

«ad  was  received  from  them,  leaving  only  ^^XoulTud  th'^le^l^Cr'l^t^S^ 

tho    Saturday   to   communicate   with   the  boon  at  flnt  conveyed  to  me,  instead  of  the  letlor 

officer,  who  resided  at  at  distance.     The  of  the  leth.togethcrwithaneipreHiDnofrcgnt, 

following  was  the  answer  of  the  Commis-  tbedignltyof  yourboardcould  nothavobecnoom- 

■ioners  ' promised,  while  I  ihould  liave  fblt  and  cupresied 

"Dec  29   1846  very  difR^rcnt  sentiments  W  thoao  expressed  in  my 

"Sir-IWerring  to  my  two  letter  of' the  10th  'hirdlotter  of  lOlh  insWiit. 

iartaot,  I  an.  diluted  to  inform  you  that  the  ,/,^T^     '    r    'T     T    r^     .'^^^^'t 

board  have  now  aseertamcd  that  their  express  "' the  feeling,  of  md.giui  ion  feltand  e.prewrf  at 

written  in,trnction5,  which  were  ■  to  nmko  the  '!"'''  *"  """"S"'  ""^  "  '^^  ^'^^  i"  "J  "P*™- 
neeeswry  inquire.,'  and  report  very  fnlly  upon         „■  ^  conraiunication,  I  am  not 

the  .inonymous  oommumenlion  m  question,  were  >        i       ,    -  ii  a/i  i  ,i    -n-j 

di«.bcyed;  and  that  tlieir  decided  censure  has  "^„    "v^k.'^k    fc*.    "'t!^"1  w  \;i«  ^f  ^ 

been  oommnnieated  thereupon.  ™  ,'?,"*"J"'  t.^e  &ctJi.    The  only  part  of  the 

■I  Th  -  .]„  ;_    ,  ,1,  .'        .  „      .k  ■  •"'  letter  not  printed  was  a  clause  eiproaily  with- 

« J^^h  ,  'he  «me  timo  to  express  their  j  ,       j  ^  ,1       r^    J 

xearet,  that,  owmg  to  the  indiscreet  leal  of  those  .  -        ,  ^    .  ■  ,   ^,  *      ,  ,l 

to  whin,  ti,,  ta,.lr,  ••■  dl„.l.d,  ,..  .1...H  "•5   '"i;'(<i;»l..ch«l;~»»T»''»"o|.>l» 

h..o  !«.=  ..bi..lt.  il,.  pm.  .„.,;.„ ot  which  T-  £.7"  ""■.I VPt?"»  "»•  '•'".'■« 

Tou  comDlnin  "  "*.  s  "' "  "  /•  ""'    ""-"  bsTin^  occumil  to  ma  thnt  auoh  ,  remark  might 

"I«i;dinitodtoi»idll,tth.bo.rd.odthoir  Po;'lWl.(tt""ghhjI»re1tLi.llrt  ooo.r. 

P.POP  hoadod  'mreh  wumM..'  .oJ  p.^rtl.,  S""""  1^  'l"  *»■"  o?  ■  ■I.»m,  I  ..ntore 

-  If  th.  m,,,  i.  ,.,.lio.  1,  oiioolid  h,  ...r  "■"!  7™  -'"  l"  '"'"»^  ■«"'""  ■  ■?■«■>.  00' 

thonly.lh.  Wrd  »»„old.»  thi,  ,om.ioo-  ■!""t  thn«,  ,h.  on  p.n„ul^  o™,.,o..   b.w 


■atburitj-,  the  board  cannot  close  this  correspon-    .  -      .,       .  ^ .     !         ^^.        ■.    ■   .       «■  ^ 

dcK..lU,o«tre>,,linBth.llho,o...id.™]lh,  if"""   m»™™«f  .  •  •■'rrms  «  mlo  .««. 

,.,,«.«>]  iiortl...  to  bi  m»l.,i.',  .„d  nbrio..],  ;■"  '".■""J'  '•'^"  "'"  ■»  •""«'•  "  '""^ 

Whj.thi,  ..,  moro  th«  tho  .pology  of  Oo  tlo  12ll,  of  J.ou.r,  Ib.t  geatlanja 

tl.  oScri  it  wo,  th,  apology  of  tl"do-  ^^^  _!          °'^        "  "  '"  ""'°"' 
partment  under  whose  orders  that  officer 

acted.      Here  he  should  state  to  the  House  "  '■  ^^"^  '^•"''"-  Temple,  January  13.  IStO. 

that  that  officer  .was  a  most  respectable  '',wHT''''~^',i,"  T'*];''''*^ '''.^'''''j^^rw 

,      ,      ,         *     ,  .       1      Ti      .        1  yo"  ""'t  I  have,  within  two  days,  ascertained  that 

man,  who  had  served  ra  the  Excise  depart-  j„uwcro  informed  by  a  letter,  posted  on  the  18th 

ment  between  thirty  and  forty  years,  with  uli.,  of  tho  very  diSiirent  stale  of  6rts  found  from 


a  character  atanding  as  high  as  that  of  any  "lO"  represented    in   the  anonymous 

man  possibly  could;   and  he   would  leave  -hi"!! /<>«  i^'ofd  your  instruction,  ef  the  Itth  to 

.1    .     ^       .  •-'      ,  ,    ,  .  ,  Mr.  l'et«r  Mann,  of  Damet:     T  i  s  letter  must 

ips  to  conceive  what  a  punish-  h.ve  reached  you  before  mine  of  the  lath,  and 

ih  a  man  the  decided  censure  before  your  txA  tv^-j  "^ttAa.    \  Vsewm  ^ 


their  Lordsh] 
ment  to  sue! 
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fortlier  eommcnt  on  th^ac  beta  than  tbi)  :  it 
Iwforc  1  learned  Iheao  facta  dear  that  you 
mwarc.  at  tho  time  of  writing  that  repl;,  c 
nutdrial  facts,  and  of  the  atrocity  of  the  outrage 
committed  in  yoor  name.  It  ngv  appears  that 
inch  knowledge  wai  not  onlj  then  couni  by  necos- 
tary  infercace,  but  in  poBitire  ahapc.  By  evading 
all  apalo^  until  alarmed  at  (he  atepa  I  bad  taken, 
jon  have,  nero  other  facta  wanting,  made  tida 
Caae  your  own  act.  Tour  officer  acted  on  the  con- 
■tniction  be  must  have  felt  waa  intended  liy  and 
vould  be  pleasing  to  you,  and  which  would  hare 
been  praised  as  unqualified  '  ical.'  had  not  my  rc- 
Bistanec  (o  an  inlolerahlc  act  of  wanton  oppresiion 
led  you,  while  still  calling  it'  icsl,'  to  charactcriic 
it  as  ■  indiscreet/ 

"  Should  tho  ofBcer,  nnder  such  circumatancea, 
tie  made  the  scapegoat  (as  is  too  often  the  caae), 
it  will  only  bean  aggravation  of  the  wrong.  I  will 
hope  tliis  is  not  contemplated  or  implied  in  your 
■  censure.'  Should  it  prove  so,  1  shall  tcel  it  an 
Mt  of  justice  to  one  who  1  understand  to  have 
been  a  ^thful  servant  for  thirty-two  years,  to 
bring  agch  a  proceeding  prominently  under  notice 
In  the  meaaures  coDtemplated  by  mo  in  reference 

"  Sincerely  deairing  to  aeparato  all  personal 
feeling  from  a  public  wrong,  I  tnut  this  part  of 
my  taak  will  bo  unnecesisry. — I  am,  Ac. 

(Signed)        "  J.  Tonuiiii  Sunn." 

Now,  in  that  letter  Mr.  Smith  tranaferrcd 
all  his  eninitj  from  the  officer  to  tho  board. 
He  had  desired  to  separate  all  personal 
feeling  from  public  wrong,  and  had  con- 
eluded  a  former  letter  hj  Haying  that  no 
personal  redress  would  be  sought  or  ac- 
cepted. This  was  on  the  12th.  Would 
their  Lordships  believe  that  immediately 
Afterwards  this  fi;cntleman  commenced  an 
Attack  upon  the  excise  officer  himself,  de- 
manding that  fae  should  not  onl;  sign  an 
apology,  but  should  pay  to  him  tho  sum  of 
251.,  upon  condition  of  the  action  being 
withdrawu  !  Now  the  officer  having  been 
thirty-two  years  in  the  service  of  the  Bi- 
cise  had  a  salary  of  2001.  a-year,  out  of 
which  he  had  to  pay  his  travelling  cxpensce, 
BO  that  what  remoiaed  was  at  tho  outside 
1501.  a  year.  Tet  this  mao  demanded 
from  him  one-siith  of  hia  income,  and  that 
he  should  sign  an  abject  apology.  This 
was  to  be  done  as  a  condition  of  stopping 
an  action,  or  rather  of  not  subjecting  the 
officer  to  an  action.  On  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary Ur.  Smith  again  wrote  to  the  Com- 
missioners, in  which  he  enclosed  tho  fol- 
lowmg  letter  lie  had  written  to  their 
officer: — 

"January  ST,  1816. 

"  Sir — With  thji  yon  will  receive  a  notice  of 
action  for  your  conduct  in  entering  mj  house  on 
the  18th  Deeembcr  last. 

"  Tou  are  well  aware  that  it  ia  DO  haaty  or  vin- 
diotive feeling thatforceametotakcthisatep.  Some 
parties,  apparently  highly  respectable,  waited  on 
no  tome  weeks  ago,  and  ttrongljr  rapretented  the 


disastroQS  effects  that  would  follow  to  vou  from 
legal  proceedings.  This  Kae  followed  by  Mr. 
George  also  waiting  on  me,  who  atated  himself  to 
be  a  solicitor  at  Bamet,  but  that  ho  called  on  me 
as  your  friend,  lie  fully  admitted  tho  grosancss 
of  the  outrage,  and  the  utter  inxcusahleneasa  of 
your  conduct,  and  that  in  case  of  action  you  had 
no  defence,  hut  most  strongly  begged  of  me,  on 
similar  grounds  as  above,  not  to  take  proceedings 
stating  you  would  make  any  apology,  and  pay  any 
damage  required  ;  at  a  aubaequent  interriew  yoa 
and  ho  repeated  tho  same.  Unwilling  to  be  Lbe 
means  of  producing  your  '  utter  ruin'  (your  own 
and  Mr.  George's  words),  I  assented  not  to  take 
proceedings  if  a  satisfactory  apology  were  handed 
me  by  a  given  day  (long  passed],  together  with  a 
sum  (to  corer  my  eipcnsea)  most  triSiog  in  com- 
parison with  tho  outrage,  and  with  what  a  jury 
would  award :  you  left  me  with  expressions  of 
gratitude. 

"  I  then  imagined  that  you  truly  regretted  yonr 
conduct,  and  desired  to  make  amends.  You  have, 
however,  since  raised  every  quibble  on  the  apo- 
logy, and  made  every  dehiy  in  raising  tho  email 
aum  required,  and  manifested  anything  but  tho 
feelin^a  and  desire  for  which  I  gave  you  credit. 

"  Tho  law  must  now  Cake  iU  course.  The  gen- 
tkmen  who  waited  on  mc  on  your  behalf  will  bear 
teatimony  to  my  unwUlingnesa  to  press  hard  on 


lud  feai 


represented  by  them,  1  have  no  doubt,  in  all   sin- 

"  The  eoonc  I  am  now  compelled  to  take  is  ne- 
cessary, aa  well  for  the  vindieationof  my  own  cha- 
racter, as  for  the  punialunent  of  an  outrage  so  in- 
tolerable and  groas  as  that  of  which  you  were 
guilty,  and  which  your  recent  conduct  has  greatly 
aggravated. — I  am,  Ac. 

(Signed)  "  J.  ToDumt  Shiih." 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  251.,  the  sum  was 
tendered  but  not  paid ;  and  as  to  the  apo- 
logy, he  would  now  read  the  part  of  it 
which  the  officer  did  sign  : — 

"  In  reference  to  the  unfortunate  circumatances 
which  occurred  on  the  18th  of  December  last, 
when,  without  consideration  or  inquiry.  I  applied 
for  a  warrant  lo  search  your  house  in  Wood-lane, 
Uighgate.  for  a  private  still,  on  the  auggestion  of 
an  anonymous  letter.  I  beg  most  humbly  to  ask 
your  panion  for  the  same,  and  for  my  conduct  in 
the  execution  of  the  said  warrant :  and  you  having 
been  advised  to  take  proceedings  at  law  against 
me,  but  having,  on  my  repreaentingtbe disastrous 
eonacqucncCB  to  me  which  would  Ibllow  from  such 
proceedings,  kindly  consented  to  forbear  so  doing, 
I  do  hereby  gratcliilly  acknowledge  your  kindnea  a 
and  forbearance,  fully  acknowledging,  at  tbe  saina 
■r  improperly  I  acted  in  taking  any  mca- 
information  derived  merely  from  so  cow- 
ardly and  odious  a  aource  as  an  anonymous  letter, 
without,  at  any  rate,  first  making  the  fiillest  in- 

Tbc  coDclading  passage,  which  the  officer 
declined  to  sign,  and  upon  which  the  whole 
'  ^LQ  was  vitiated,  was  as  follows  : — 
I  admit  that  I  made  none,  and  did  not  even 
w  your  name  or  residence  when  I  applied  for 
the  search  warrant.  My  only  excuse  can  be,  that 
tbe  law  has  entnilted  the  diaetetion  in  granting 
___!.  ^— -'-ijiioUjrtotLBniagiitoBto,  who,  from 


Bailway 
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UipMitlaii  ofiM,  uicl  (haulil  bsbaitw  kble  to  judge 
of  tiiB  praprietf  of  nvnting  tbem  than  the  m"' 
executive  officen  of  the  Exciie.  and  before  irhc  . 
OD  thia  occuiOD,  the  uionfmoiu  letter  was  laid  b; 
me  ai  the  only  grouad  of  the  apidieatioB." 
Kcnr,  in  reg&rd  to  thia  ptrt  of  the  docii' 
ment,  the  ^cer  said  he  would  make  any 
apology  as  regarded  himself,  but  he  would 
not  eign  that  which  inculpated  another 
man.     Ha  would  not  sign  that  which — the 

rciol  pleader  conceiving  be  had  ground 
action  against  the  magistrate — would 
place  that  magietrate  in  his  power;  and  in 
BO  acting,  he  (the  Earl  of  D^ousie) 
ihoDght  uiat  the  excise  officer  showed  him- 
self  tiie  honeater  man  of  the  two.  Every- 
body knew  the  odium  which  popularly  at- 
tached to  excise  offioera  —  they  were 
considered  the  publicona  and  sinners  of 
modem  times ;  hut  they  should  be  pro- 
tected by  their  superiors  when  right,  which 
they  mostly  were.  So  much  for  the  facts 
of  die  case ;  and  with  respect  to  the  gene- 
ral connderation  as  to  the  law  which  had 
been  touched  upon  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  the  power  he  had  adverted  to  had 
been  in  existence  scores  ,of  years  ;  and  the 
question  was  whether,  practically  speaking, 
it  hod  operated  injuriously  to  the  liberty  of 
the  subject.  When  it  was  remembered 
that  there  were  6,000  excise  officers,  and 
the  nature  of  the  duties  they  hod  to  per- 
form was  considered,  it  was  really  marrel- 
louB  that  they  eo  rarely  erred ;  and  the  pre- 
sent case,  brought  forward  in  the  manner 
it  bad  been,  was  in  itself  a  practical  proof 
tfaat  no  real  abuse  of  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  could  occur  under  ^s  power  of  the 
EioiBe  with  impunity.  He  was  quite  ready 
to  assure  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  that 
the  Commissioners  of  Excise  would  not 
proceed  upon  anonymous  information,  be- 
cause they  had  never  done  so.  The  officer 
inculpated  in  the  proceedings  was  not  di- 
rected to  proceed,  but  only  inquire  care- 
fiilly  and  report.  Be  did  not  obey  his  in- 
structions ;  he  proceeded,  and  consequently 
was  suspended  and  severely  punished. 

Lord  DENMAN  remarked  that  the 
grievance  he  complained  of  was  not  that 
which  occurred  after,  but  which  ended  on 
the  18th  of  Deoember,  when,  upon  anony- 
mous information,  a  person's  privat«  resi- 
dence was  entered  by  the  officer.  Not- 
withstanding what  had  been  said  of  die 
unfortunate  circumstances  of  the  101.  and 
the  251.,  he  (Lord  Denman)  did  not  believe 
tfaat  the  petitioner  meant  to  put  a  farthing 
in  his  pocket,  bat  that  be  would  have  given 
die  money  to  some  charity.    It  was  to  be 


hoped  tbat  the  law  giving  these  powers  to 
excise  officers  would  be  revised,  for,  as  it 
stood,  private  houses  might  be  entered,  and 
families  put  to  the  greatest  alann  and  in- 
convenience, upon  merely  ononymooB  in- 
formation ;  and  if  an  officer  chose  to  make 
hia  visit  at  night  instead  of  by  day,  every 
lock  and  door  would  be  at  bis  mercy. 

LoBD  CAMPBELL  said,  he  thought 
the  noble  Earl  had  made  a  full  defence  for 
the  Commissionera. 

Honse  adjourned. 
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RAILWAY  PROJECTS. 

Hb.  ADDERLET  having  moved  tha 
Second  Beading  of  the  Sheffield,  Buxton, 
Leek,  Potteries,  and  Crewe  Railway  Bill, 

VisoDUKT  SANDON  said  :  Sir,  I  gave 
notice  on  Friday  last  that  I  would,  at  on 
early  hour  this  evening,  ask  a  question  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  Her 
Uujesty's  Government,  relating  to  the  ad- 
vice which  be  may  be  inclined  to  give  to 
Parliament  as  to  the  manner  of  treating 
Railway  Bills,  with  the  view  of  postponing 
the  passing  of  any  considerable  number 
this  Session.  The  Motion  of  my  boa. 
Friend  will,  however,  perhaps,  furnish  a 
more  convenient  opportunity  for  raising 
that  queBtion.  There  ia  no  doubt.  Sir,  that 
the  state  of  things  is  this.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  present  condition  of 
the  money  market  is  very  different  from 
what  it  was  when  these  companies  first 
came  forward,  and  there  is  now  a  great 
deeira  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  em- 
barked in  these  projects  to  withdraw  from 
them;  but,  notwithstanding  this  desire,  it 
is  a  question  whether,  by  the  roles  of 
Parliament,  and  by  the  law  as  it  now 
stands,  they  are  enabled  to  fulfil  their 
wishes.  This,  Sir,  is  a  question  in  which 
all  parties  in  this  coontir  are  deeply  inter- 
ested.   It  ia  not  only  of  importonoe  to  the 
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Bhareholders  concerned,  but  everyone,  how- 
ever unconnected  himself  with  railwayB, 
is  either  directly  or  indirectly  concerned; 
for  there  is  uo  branch  of  trade  or  industry 
which  is  not  affected  by  it.     In  the  first 

Eloce,  there  is  injury  from  the  mere 
locking  up  of  the  deposits;  in  the  next 
place,  there  is  the  apprehension  of  suc- 
cess, for  succesB  is  no  longer  wished  for; 
and  in  the  next  place,  the  whole  of  the 
railway  projects  which  have  already  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  Parliament  are  af- 
fected, for  the  directors  dare  not  make 
calls  for  their  completion  whilst  the  mar- 
ket remains  in  its  present  condition.  There 
is,  as  I  have  said,  no  branch  of  trade 
which  is  not  affected  by  the  apprehen- 
sions caused  by  this  state  of  things.  I 
do  not  wish  to  rest  my  case  upon  asser- 
tions altogether  my  own;  and  I  have  pro- 
cured some  of  the  mercantile  circulars  of 
the  most  eminent  firms  which  confirm  my 
own  opinions.  Messrs.  CoUman  and  Stol- 
terfoht,  a  most  respectable  firm  in  Liver- 
pool, speak  of  the  stagnation  in  every 
branch  of  trade  attributable  to  these  cir- 
oum  stances  : — 

"  We  have  Btill  to  repeat  our  former  rpporti  of 
a  languid  busineu,  aad  of  an  uncaay  tecliDg  in  the 
taercantilo  world,  an  a  consequence  of  tlie  late  ei- 
eestire  railroad  speculation,  and  from  the  dread 
of  the  serioui  effects  winch  must  arise  if  tbe  au- 
marous  projei.'ti  for  (he  further  canstractioii  of 
railroads,  vhich  are  now  seeking  the  sanction  of 
the  Legislature,  lie  persevered  id.  It  iscMsily  to  be 
understood,  that  if  the  milroadsnow  in  the  course 
of  construcCion  will  require  about  BO.OOO.OOo;,  per 
anuum  for  the  neit  three  years,  and  will  thus 
absorh  most  of  the  availalile  capital  of  the  coun- 
try which  can  bo  spared  from  other  pursuits,  an 
addltionil  demand  of  about  10, 


r  projee' 


10,000/.  p 


be  fraught  with  the  most  ruinous  consoqui 
for  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  so  rapid  a  conver- 
woD  of  Boating  into  fixed  capital,  and  a  diversion 
of  such  immensa  sums  from  the  industnal  pursuits 
of  the  country,  should  not  deprive  them  of  their 
very  life-bliwd.  It  is  yet  to  be  hoped  that  when 
the  cousequcacescometo  hemorefuliy  understood, 
a  vast  number  of  these  projpcts  will  be  abandoned 
lor  tbe  present,  and  the  loss  ofatl  the  preliminary 
expenses,  however  severe  that  may  be.  will  be  a 
■aving  to  the  community,  and  even  to  the  project- 
On  thonuelvcs  The  money  market  is  easier,  that 
is  to  say,  money  is  readily  obtained  by  tbe  higher 
mercantile  classes ;  but  the  inferior,  the  trades- 
men and  the  shopkeepers,  are  seriously  embar- 
rassed from  the  difficulty  they  experience  in  get- 
ting their  last  year's  bills  paid,  as  too  many  pri- 
mte  &nu]ies  have  become  victims  to  the  late  spe- 
onlativo  mania.  Tliis  has  necessarily  an  uil&- 
Tourable  effect  upon  the  retail  trade,  which  reacts 
mpon  the  wholesale  commerce." 

These  statements  are  confirmed  by  those 
of  Ues£f>.  Truoman  and  Cook,  who  havo 


■csoTorely 


"  The  various  branch 

depressed  ;  there  is  not  only  a  . 

prices,  but  great  difficulty  in  realizing  goods  at 
any  sacriflcc.  The  India  and  China  trade  is  par- 
ticularly suffering.  Tea,  indigo,  silk,  cotUin,  ix., 
forming  the  principal  imports  from  thence,  bars 
all  been  reduced  to  a  scale  of  prices  unusually  lew. 
Id  the  nuinufiicturing  districts  stocks  of  goods 
are  accumulating,  and  a  general  absence  uf  all 
enterprise  in  trade  is  evident.  Several  cauws 
might  be  instanced  as  having  tended  to  bring  about 
this  stagnation;  but  a  principal  ene  unquestionably 
is  tho  enormous  amount  of  railway  undertakings, 
which  are  gradually  absorbing  a  Urge  portion  ef 
the  capital  of  tlio  country  hitherto  devoted  to 
trading  purposes.  This  evil  is  already  very  severe  ; 
but  if  it  be  increased  by  the  success  of  many  of 
the  numerous  projects  now  before  Farliament.  tbe 
inevitable  embarrassment  which  must  ensue  can 
hardly  be  magnified.  FubLic  attention  has  re- 
cently become  more  awakened  to  this  important 
subject ;  and  Government  has  been  urgently  called 
upon  to  interpose  by  an  unSinching  determination 
to  defer  for  a  time  most  of  the  schemes  now  be- 
fore Parliament.  It  has  been  urged,  however,  that 
the  lubscribers  themselres  have  the  power  of  with- 
drawing the  undrrtakiogt  if  they  find  them  bryoDd 
their  means,  and  this  is  certainly  true  :  but  al- 
though many  would  gUdly  exercise  the  power,  it 
would  bo  difficult  to  procure  a  general  consent  to 
do  BO,  while  a  rarliamenlary  interference  to  re- 
licve  what  is  now  admitted  lo  be  a  serious  impend- 
ing difficulty,  would  be  hailed  with  universal  satit. 
Action.  Tiio  little  progress  made  with  the  im- 
portant measures  now  before  Parliament  eiciles 
much  anxiety,  and  aggravates  the  depression  un- 
der which  trade  lingers.  Almost  any  decision 
would  be  hotter  than  suspense ;  and  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  extent  of  the  commerce  of 
the  year  is  materially  dependent  upon  the  early 
commeDcemeDt  ef  operations,  it  will  he  seen  how 
detrimental  that  state  of  uncertainty  is  which  in- 
terrupts tbe  spring  trade." 

The  suggestion  that  the  projectors  should 
have  the  power  to  withdraw  from  the 
undertaking,  is  well  worthy  of  attention. 
I  believe  tho  fact  to  be  undoubted,  that  a 
large  body  of  shareholders  are  anxious  to 
withdraw  from  the  further  risk  of  prosecut- 
ting  these  Bills,  but  that  there  is  a  question 
among  lawyers  how  far  they  can  do  so. 
If  that  power,  however,  do  not  exist,  we 
ought  to  take  care  that  it  does;  for  it 
is  surely  intolerable,  that  persons  deairing 
to  withdraw  should  be  compelled  to  see 
their  property  employed  in  prosecuting  un- 
dertakings against  their  will  and  to  their 
ruin;  and  that  while  the  general  interest 
at  the  same  time  coincides  with  their  pri- 
vate interest  and  wishes,  that  they  should 
be  enabled  to  withdraw.  For  my  part,  I 
wonld  not  permit  any  Railway  Bill  to  pro- 
ceed without  a  further  assurance  on  tho 
port  of  the  subscribers  that  they  were  de- 
sirous of  proceeding.     But  thia  proposal.  1 
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am  told,  is  too  atroog.  None,  howerer,  I 
believe,  will  object  to  a  modification  which 
irould  permit  petitions  to  be  allowed  to  be 
withdrawn,  to  be  preaeDtecl,  and  give  as- 
Buraace,  that  if  such  petitions  were  of  suf- 
ficient proportion  as  to  shores,  they  will  be 
lieteoed  to  by  Parliament.  As  the  law  now 
stands,  I  apprehend  that  even  io  case  a  ma- 
jority of  the  shareholders  and  directors 
should  decide  apoo  withdrawing  a  Bill,  they 
have  great  difficulty  in  doing  so,  I  believe 
that  if  the  directors  themselves  withdraw 
a  Bill,  they  lose  all  hold  over  those  who 
have  signed  the  deed,  or  taken  shares,  for 
the  expeoses  incurred;  because,  as  I  am 
told,  the  deed  is  only  good  against  the 
aharehdders  if  the  directors  perform  their 
part  of  the  undertaking  by  pursuing  their 
object  before  Parliameot ;  and  that  the 
shareholders  may  refuse  to  perform  their 
part  of  the  engagement,  if  the  directors  do 
not  perform  theirs.  I  understand  that  the 
opposition  of  a  single  shareholder  is  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  the  withdrawal  of  a 
Bill.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Bill  is 
pushed,  aod  Parliament  reject  it,  the  direc- 
tors have  Uie  power  of  recovering  from  those 
vhohold  scrip,  or  who  have  taken  shares, 
the  expenses  they  have  properly  incurred  be- 
fore Parliament,  [The  ArroKNEv  General  : 
Not  so.]  The  legal  Gentlemen  in  this 
House  will  be  able  to  explain  the  law 
better  than  I  can.  At  any  rate  the  share- 
holdera  and  directors  have  difficulty  in  car- 
rying out  such  an  object;  and  as  the  mat- 
ter is  of  the  highest  importance,  not  only  to 
those  directly  interested  in  railroads,  but 
to  all  other  parties  who  are  connected  with 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country,  I 
hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
coDsidered  this  question,  and  that  having 
conferred  with  the  proper  legal  authorities, 
they  will  be  able  to  state  the  course  which 
it  is  desirable  for  the  House  to  take;  and 
I  will  therefore  leave  it  in  their  hands. 

Sir  R.  PEEL:  Sir,  I  think  every  per- 
son in  this  House  witnessed  the  extent  of 
rulway  speculation  which  took  place  last 
winter  and  the  preceding  autumn  with 
great  regret.  We  then  saw  railroads  pro- 
posed uot  for  any  legitimate  purpose  of 
■peculation,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  works  of  public  utiLty  in  the 
vicinity  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
speculation,  butia  a  fit  of  one  of  those  specu- 
lative fevers,  from  which  the  country  has  in 
many  instances  suffered  so  severely.  We 
have  before  seen  investments  made  in  South 
American  Bonds,  and  various  speculations 
of  the  kind  ;  and  1  should  have  thought 


that  the  result  of  these  speculations  would 
have  read  a  useful  lesson  to  those  now  en- 
gaged in  speculation ;  but  the  extent  of  the 
railway  mania  has  shown  that  such  anticipa- 
tions of  instructions  from  former  losses  havfl 
not  been  received ;  and  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  individual  sufi'erings 
of  any  extent  or  kind  will  prevent  the  pe- 
riodical recurrence  of  this  fever  of  specula- 
tion. Still,  I  know  tbat  there  is  a  very 
great  objection  to  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  avert- 
ing such  evils.  The  preamnption  is,  that 
every  one  is  the  best  judge  of  his  own  con- 
s,  and  tbat  the  prospects  of  private 
are  the  best  checks  upon  ordinary 
commercial  speculation.  Still  the  House 
to  a  considerable  extent,  a  large 
power  over  railways  to  making  which  they 
in  some  measure  parties.  Speculation 
them  is  different  &om  ordinary  com- 
mercial speculation  in  this  respect— the 
Legislature  is  called  upon  to  give  ex- 
tensive powers  to  railway  companies,  and 
it  enables  the  parties  to  take  the  pri- 
vate property  of  individuals,  and  to  ap- 
ply it  for  public  purposes,  and  for  the  pub- 
lic good  ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  in  the  power 
of  either  House  of  Parliament  to  check  spe- 
culations of  this  specific  character.  As  far 
as  individual  speculators  are.  concerned,  I 
confess  that  I  do  not  feel  any  great  pity 
for  them;  and  I  should  not  be  disposed  to 
relieve  them  from  the  conseqneuccs  of 
their  own  conduct,  if  their  case  were  to 
be  alone  considered.  Sir,  we  shall  never 
get  rid  of  speculation  except  by  means  of 
personal  suffering.  Not  only  have  specu- 
UtiouB  in  railways  diverted  money  from 
tiie  ordinary  operations  of  ^ode,  hut  they 
have  diverted  also  the  attention  of  many 
from  those  sources  of  industry  on  which 
they  and  their  famihes  have  been  depend- 
ent ;  and  I  say,  with  every  feeling  for  the 
sufferings  of  these  interested  parties — who 
are  suffering  from  acta  of  their  own — I 
should  deprecate  any  interference  if  it  were 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  affording  them 
relief.  But,  Sir,  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  Session,  speaking  for  Uer  Majesty's 
Government,  I  did  offer  an  opinion  to  the 
House  which  gave  an  impUed  sanction  to 
an  interference  for  the  purpose  of  checking 
the  number  of  railways.  At  the  same  time 
I  spoke  with  great  hesitation,  and  I  was 
aware  of  the  general  impression  in  the 
House  that  we  might  be  interfering  with 
speculations  to  a  serious  and  undue  extent. 
I  am  aware  also  that  many  were  of  opinion 
that  wc  might  thereby  check  the  i4>pUca' 
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tion  of  capital  to  its  leg:itimate  end.     I  be- 
lieve,  Sir,  that  this  subject  has  since  un- 
dergone the  consideration  of  a  Committee 
composed  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  this 
House ;  and  I  beliere  that  their  opinion 
was  8d?erae  to  anj  direct  interference  for 
the  purpose  of  applying  a  chrak.      That,  I 
think,  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  Ci 
mittee ;  and  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
wise  In  the  Govemmcnt  to  interfere  unless 
it  was  certain  of  meeting  with  the  general 
■upport  of  the  House.    The  difficulty  of 
domg  is  very  great.     If  we  say  that  we  w 
only  sanction  a  certain  number  of  railroads, 
or  that  we  will  only  permit  the  application 
of  a  certun  amount  of  capita),  without  hi 
ing  the  means  of  ascertaining  which  of  t 
dinerent  schemes  aro  of  intrinsio  value  a 
importance,  I  can  see  only  great  difficulty 
in  applying  any  such  direct  check.      I  am 
notsurprised,  therefore,  that  the  Committee 
should  have  come  to  the  determination  that 
WO  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  ordinary 
applicatJon  of  capital.     My  noble  Friend 
toe  Member  for  Liverpool  has  called  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  of  Parliament, 
to  particular  cases,  which  are  well  deserv- 
ing the  consideration  of  the  House.     The 
question  does  arise,  whether,  without  taking 

XD  ourselves  the  invidioits  and  difficult  ap- 
ation  of  any  general  rule  as  to  the  limita- 
tion of  the  number  of  schemes  we  will  sanc- 
tion, or  the  amount  of  capital  we  will  permit 
to  be  invested,  we  shall  not  afford  means  to 
the  individual  speculators  themselves  to  li- 
mit the  amount  of  capital  embarked  in 
Buch  Bpeoulations.  There  is  n  vast  nam- 
her  of  railway  schemes  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  and  there  has  been  a 
great  change  et  circumstances  since  those 
schemes  were  concocted.  The  parties  now 
find  the  competition  to  be  greater  than 
tfiej  expected;  they  discover  the  prospect 
of  profit  to  be  less,  and  the  difficulty  of 
raising  money  to  be  very  much  increased. 
Uany  of  those  who  calculated  upon  raising 
loans  at  2\  per  cent,  when  the  prosperity 
was  at  a  fever  height,  find  that  they  cannot 
now  raise  money  under  5  per  cent.  These 
circumstances  have  acted  as  a  febrifuge, 
and  have  had  a  powerful  effect  in  lowering 
the  fever,  and  lessening  the  appetite  for 
neculation.  Now,  the  case  of  many  of 
the  schemes  introduced  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Legislature  is,  I  apprehend, 
exactly  this.  There  era  parties  in  this 
country  who  have  taken  shares,  who  hold 
Bcrip,  who  have  appointed  directors;  but  a 
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lay  should  tiie  raQway  be  formed.  The 
directors,  and  the  majority  of  shareholders, 
therefore,  are  desirous  of  stopping  the  un- 
dertaking and  dissolving  the  company; 
and  unless  the  undertaking  be  profitable, 
it  will  not  be  for  the  public  interest  that  it 
should  be  carried  out.  If  for  any  reason, 
or  upon  any  subsequent  consideration,  it 
shall  appear  likely  to  cause  a  decided  loss, 
and  those  who  established  propose  to  break 
up  the  company,  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
Legislature  should  not  lend  its  sanction  to 
snch  a  proceeding.  What  can  we  take  as 
a  test  of  the  probable  profitableness  of 
the  company  ?  I  should  say  the  opinion  of 
the  subscribers.  We  must  not  act  upon 
any  arbitrary  notions  of  what  number  of 
schemes  there  should  be;  but  if  a  majority 
of  the  subscribers  to  any  one  shall  come 
to  US  and  declare  that  their  plan  will  not 
answer,  or  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  re- 
muneration, the  House  may  well  resolve 
that  it  will  not  give  a  legislative  sanction 
to  such  a  scheme.  I  will  state  one  or  two 
cases  which  have  come  within  my  own 
knowledge.  J  know  a  case  in  Scotland 
where  the  shareholders,  so  far  from  view- 
ing with  any  pleasure  tho  prospects  of  suc- 
cess, were  greatly  alarmed  when  the  case 
for  the  Bill  was  established  before  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee;  and  they 
thereupon  held  a  meeting  of  the  Members, 
and  came  to  the  resolution  that  the  com- 
pany should  be  dissolved.  But  there  is  a 
Btronger  case  still.  I  know  a  railway  in 
amount  subscribed 
■e  was  10,000(.  ex- 
pendedinthepreliminary proceedings;  the 
remaining  90,(X)0i.  was  invested  in  Ezche- 
bills.  The  directors  and  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  shareholders  were  convinced  that 
the  scheme  could  not  answer,  and  were  de- 
sirous of  winding  up  the  company.  The 
engineer  bad  failed  to  comply  with  the 
Standing  Orders,  and  Parliament  has 
therefore  rejected  the  Bill.  The  remunder 
of  the  90,000;.  is  invested  in  the  pubUo 
securities.  The  directors  want  to  dissolve 
the  company,  but  any  small  shareholder 
can  restrain  them;  and  it  appears  that  two 
shareholders,  or  even  one  shareholder, 
might  effectually  oppose  the  dissolution  ; 
because  the  directors  bad  entered  into  an 
unlimited  engagement  to  do  their  utmost 
to  pass  thiB  Bill.  Their  engagements  are 
not,  I  believe,  limited  to  any  one  year;  and 
if  they  fail  before  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee,    or    in    any    other    reqninte 
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part  of  tho  obligation.  If  in  the  tenns  of 
the  BubBcription-deed  power  has  been 
reserved  to  the  directors  of  diBsoWing  the 
companj,  they  can  diaaolve  it.  But  I  am 
not  aware  that  Parhament  has  the  power 
of  relieving  the  direotors  from  their  ob- 
ligations; and  therefore,  where  parties 
having  failed  before  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee,  and  having  got  90,0001.  in  the 
fonds,  there  being  no  prospect  of  passing 
their  Bill  this  year,  the  shareholders  and 
Bubscribers  being  almost  nnanimoua  that  it 
is  better  for  the  public,  as  well  as  their 
own  individual  interests,  to  return  to  each 
individual  subscriber  his  share  of  the 
90,0001.,  which  is  invested  in  the  public 
funds;  and  when  I  find  a  single  Bhare- 
holder  may  step  in  and  say,  "  1  hold  jon 
to  your  engagement,  and  will  file  a  bill  in 
Chancery  against  you" — I  must  say,  that 
something  should  be  done  to  enable  the 
majority  of  that  company  to  dissolve  it. 
I  have  given  to  this  subject  as  much  con- 
sidemtion  as  I  could,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  for  the  pnblic  advantage  to  pass,  with  as 
little  delay  aa  possible,  a  BUI  limited  to  this 
object,  yit.,  that  where  a  certain  number 
— I  will  not  bind  myself  to  any  particular 
number — but  where  the  majority  of  the 
Bhareholdera,  the  persons  holding  more 
than  one-half  the  amount  of  stock,  repre- 
Bent  to  Parliament  that  they  are  not  de- 
sirous of  proceeding  with  their  schemes,  I 
think  there  should  be  full  opportunity  on 
their  part  of  making  that  statement  to 
either  branch  of  the  Legislature:  and  that 
in  that  case  the  Legislature  should  decline 
to  sanction  their  scheme.  I  propose,  also, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  creditors,  that  the  par- 
ties  who  were  the  original  parties  to  the 
engagement  should  remain  with  all  their 
rCBponsibility  to  any  creditors  for  any  ei- 
penditure  actually  incnrred;  and  that  thus, 
therefore,  there  should  be  a  fuU  assurance 
of  every  debt  being  paid,  and  of  every  en- 
gagement entered  into  with  engineers  and 
others  being  strictly  fnlflUed.  Perhaps  it 
might  be  desirable  to  have  eome  officer, 
such  as  an  official  assignee  or  trustee,  to 
take  |)OBsesBion  of  the  property,  and  to  ap- 
prapnate  it  to  those  who  have  clium  upon 
it.  But,  if  the  House  should  sanction  the 
principle  of  the  measure  I  have  shadowed 
out,  in  that  case  we  shall  not  impose  upon 
parties  the  compulsion  of  proceeding  at  the 
instance  of  a  small  minority,  nor  subject 
the  majority,  at  very  great  inconvenience, 
to  the  liability  of  proceeding  with  an  un- 
dertaking whidch  can  be  of  no  possible  ad- 


vantage; and  we  shall  do  no  injustice  to 
any  one.  I  propose,  therefore,  &at  a  Bill 
should  pass  without  delay;  but,  conuder- 
ing  the  Btat«  of  public  business  in  this 
House,  I  hope  my  noble  Friend  in  thtt 
other  House  wiU  undertake  to  briog  it  in. 
I  think  you  onght  to  allow  a  certam  pro- 
portion of  subscribers,  in  point  of  nnmber 
and  anionnt  of  shares,  to  be  taken  as  a 
full  and  fair  representation  of  the  opinions 
of  the  subscribers  at  large,  and  that  you 
ought  to  permit  them  to  present  to  Parlia- 
ment a  petition,  statjng  their  wilhngnesa 
not  to  proceed  in  Parliament,  and  then 
Parliament  might,  by  not  reading  the  Bill 
a  third  time,  for  a  limited  period,  give  ftdl 
effect  to  their  proposition.  I  think  by  that 
means  many  schemes  not  likely  to  be  sno- 
cessfnl  would  fall  to  the  ground  in  a  legi- 
timate manner  by  the  signification  of  the 
wish  of  the  majority  of  the  shareholders 
not  to  proceed  with  them.  There  would 
thus  be  no  necessity  for  selection  or  violent 
interference;  but  I  believe  that  such  a 
course  would  have  the  effect  of  greatly  re- 
lieving the  money  market,  in  addition  to 
the  other  advantages.  The  Bill  cannot 
pass  before  the  Easter  recess;  but  I  hope 
that,  in  the  couraa  of  to-morrow,  there  will 
be  given,  in  another  place,  a  more  full  ex- 
planation of  snch  a  measure  than  I  can 
give  now. 

Ur.  LABOUCHERE  said,  the  question 
which  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Liverpool  had  brought  before  the  House 
was  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  one 
upon  which  the  attention  of  the  mercantile, 
manufacturing,  and  other  interestH  was,  at 
the  present  moment,  fixed  with  the  greatest 
anxiety.  He  was  glad  to  find  tiiat  the 
Government  had  now  taken  it  into  their 
serious  consideration.  He  had  never  va- 
ried from  the  opinion  which  he  expressed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Session  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Committee,  that  any  pro- 
position with  regard  to  this  question  ought 
to  proceed  from  the  Qovemment — that  it 
could  not  properly  emanate  from  any  Com- 
mittee except  upon  the  proposal  and  under 
tiie  guidanoe  of  the  Government;  and  he 
was  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Vice  Preudent  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  agree  in  the  accuracy  of  what  hs 
now  stated.  When  the  Committee  first 
met,  he  was  disappointed  to  find  that  all 
that  the  Government  did  was  to  present 
them  with  a  list  of  the  railway  schemes 
under  six  different  heads;  but  when  the 
Oonunittee  came  to  consider  them,  they 
found  them  in  bo  oonfuBod  a  state  that  it 
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was  impossible  to  come  to  any  definite  plan 
respecting  tliem.  The  Committee  were  of 
opinioQ  that  any  proposal  of  this  kind  ought 
to  proceed  from  the  Govemmentj  but  no 
Boch  proposal  baTinjr  been  made  hy  the 
GoTcmmeDt.  the  Committee  did  not  go  into 
that  part  of  the  subject.  With  regard  to 
the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  as  far 
as  it  went,  he  thought  it  must  receive  the 
noanimous  approbation  of  that  House.  It 
must  be  quite  clear  to  any  one  who  hod  the 
least  knowledge  of  what  was  going  on  in 
the  country,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
give  to  the  subscribers  of  these  railway 
schemes  facilities  of  getting  out  of  the 
scrapes  they  bad  fallen  into;  but  his  fear 
was,  that  it  would  not  operate  so  far  as  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  supposed.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  said  they  were  to  proceed 
with  those  Bills  until  the  majority  of  the 
BQbscrihers  should  step  in  and  ask  the 
HouBo  to  withhold  their  assent;  but  he 
thought  the  right  hon.  Baronet  might  have 
gone  further,  and  proposed  that  the  House 
should  say  to  the  shareholders,  "  Wo  will 
not  pass  these  Bills  unless  you  tell  us  you 
are  desirous  they  should  pass."  He  had 
bad  communication  with  many  persons  en- 
gaged in  railways,  and  they  told  him  that 
the  shareholders  were  in  general  very  much 
dispersed  and  very  much  in  the  hands  of 
the  lawyers,  provisional  directors,  and  en- 
^eers,  persons  who  had  an  interest  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  proceeding;  and  if  they 
tlu-ew  upon  them  the  task  of  originating  a 
proposal,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  get 
them  to  undertake  it.  But,  whatever  mode 
they  adopted  of  getting  the  shareholders 
out  of  the  scrape,  it  would  meet  with  al- 
most unanimous  assent.  He  could  not  see 
the  distinction  which  ho  had  heard  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  insist  upon  that  even- 
ing, as  upon  a  former  occasion,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  railways  requiring  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  there  was  a  ditference  as  to 
the  interference  of  Parliament  between 
them  and  those  cases  in  which  no  Act  of 
Parliament  was  required.  It  seemed  to 
him,  that  if  they  rejected  a  Bill  not  because 
the  scheme  waa  bad  or  objectionable  in  any 
particular,  but  because  it  was  not  desi- 
rable that  capital  should  bo  applied  in  that 
particular  manner,  they  did  in  effect, 
though  not  directly,  interfere  with  audi  a 
■chcme;  at  the  same  time  he  must  say 
that  he  was  not  so  pedantic  in  his  adhe- 
rence to  any  abstract  and  general  rules, 
tbat  if  he  believed  any  evil  was  impending 
over  the  country,  and  the  Government 
came  forward  and  said,  that  upon  their 


responsibility  they  had  interfered  and  ar- 
rested that  evil,  he  should  decline  to  adopt 
such  a  coivse.  However,  he  did  not  blame 
them  for  that;  but  be  said  it  was  for  them 
to  consider  the  whole  case,  and  to  make  a 
proposal  upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  He 
heard  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  a  former 
occasion,  say  that  when  the  Committee 
met,  it  was  intended  to  have  proposed  some 
plan  to  the  Committee;  but  that  the  case 
was  altered  as  the  inquiry  proceeded,  and 
that  then  much  fewer  raUway  schemes 
went  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  than  was  anticipated.  He  heard 
that  declaration  with  great  astonishment, 
because  any  one  who  had  attended  to  the 
private  business  of  that  House,  in  the  pre- 
sent Session,  must  see  that  the  necessity 
of  passing  the  Standing  Orders'  Commit- 
tee and  other  impediments  to  petitions  pre- 
sented to  the  House  on  railways,  had  much 
less  restricted  railway  schemes  than  was 
anticipated,  and  that  the  schemes  that  ac- 
tually went  before  Committees  were  more 
numerous  than  was  eipected  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Session.  He  was  very  glad  his 
noble  Friend  had  brought  tliis  subject  for- 
ward; and  he  thought  the  plan  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  very  judicious  as  far  as  it 
went;  but  he  wished  it  bad  gone  a  little 
further,  lie  was  sure  that  effect  must  be 
beneficial,  but  not  so  great  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  anticipate. 

Slit  G.  CLERK  said,  it  was  perfectly 
true  that  there  was  no  formal  scheme  pro- 
posed to  the  Committee,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  amount  of  capital  which  it  might 
he  considered  expedient  to  direct  in  any 
one  Session  to  railways.  He  bad  stated, 
on  the  appointment  of  the  Committee,  tbat 
owing  to  the  immense  number  of  schemes 
deposited  with  the  Board  of  Trade,  it  ap- 
peared to  the  Government  that  it  might  be 
necessary  that  some  means  should  be  taken 
to  limit  the  number  of  railway  achemea  to 
be  passed  this  Session;  but  at  the  time 
the  Committee  made  their  final  report,  the 
case  presented  a  very  different  aspect  from 
that  which  it  bore  in  December  last;  and  he 
felt  that  nothing  but  a  case  of  the  ectremest 
necessity  could  justify  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  House;  and  that  any  such  in- 
terference, unless  recommended  by  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  Committee,  would 
have  a  most  prejudicial  effect.  Now,  how- 
ever, the  case  stood  in  a  very  different  po- 
sition. They  found,  that  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  persona  had,  in  the  oourse 
of  last  autumn,  rashly  embarked  in  these 
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■obemes;  but  that  it  was  now  considored 
that  it  yraa  not  for  the  public  advantage 
that  many  of  these  Bchernca  sbonld  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  that  therefore  it  was  de- 
Birahle  that  facilities  should  be  given  to 
those  persons  to  relieve  themaelves  from 
prosecuting  those  schemes,  care  being 
taken  that  all  the  engagements  into  which 
tliej  had  entered,  and  all  the  expenses 
they  had  actually  incurred,  should  be  db- 
charged,  and  that  nothing  should  be  done 
to  relieve  them  from  their  pecuniary  re- 
Bponsibilities  already  contracted.  He  trust- 
ed, therefore,  that  the  measure  to  which 
hia  right  hon.  Friend  bad  referred,  would 
be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  meet  tbe  object 
the  petitioners  hod  in  view,  and  that  at  the 
aame  time  no  injustice  wonld  be  done. 

Mr.  ward  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  in  tbe  first  instance  exceed' 
ingly  wise  in  abstaining  from  any  direct 
int^ereace  in  this  matter;  and  that  he 
waa  exceedingly  wise  now  in  opening  a  re- 
treat to  those  who  were  engaged  in  railway 
Bchemes  that  were  not  likely  to  he  of  pub^ 
Uo  advantage;  and,  with  all  deference  to 
his  right  hon.  Triend  (Ur.  Labonchere),  he 
conudered  it  was  perfectly  immaterial,  in 
the  proseat  atate  of  the  public  mind,  whe- 
ther  they  gave  the  majority  of  the  share- 
holders aa  opportunity  of  applying  to  that 
HoDse,  and  reqnesting  them  to  withhold 
their  assent,  or  refused  to  pass  the  Bills, 
unless  the  ^areholders  saia  they  were  de- 
sirous that  they  should  be  passed.  It  was 
desirable  tliat  facilities  should  be  given  to 
abareholdera  to  free  themselves  from  those 
achemcs,  and  this  was  the  only  way  in 
which  an  honourable  retreat  could  be  pro- 
vided. His  hon.  Friend  had  spoken  of  pro- 
Tiaional  directors.  As  to  that  moat  un- 
happy class,  he  did  not  think  that  one  of 
them  would  bo  alive  three  years  hence.' 
They  bad  involved  themselves  in  liabilities 
withont  the  least  knowledge  of  what  they 
were  about.  He  thought  tbe  plan  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  have  a  most  be- 
neficial effect  for  those  who  were  engaged 
in  theae  railway  schemes,  as  well  as  upon 
those  who  were  not  connected  with  them. 

Mr.  W.  PATTEN  sud,  that  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed  would  not  give  the 
power  of  disHolving  the  company  by  a 
vote  of  the  shareholders,  and  there  was 
another  difficulty  in  the  case.  A  great 
many  of  these  Bills  were  now  under  tbe 
oonsideration  of  the  House,  and  others 
were  before  the  Committees,  and  an  enor. 
moua  amount  of  expense  had  been  in- 
cnrred  witJurat  the  ehardiolders  having 


any  vote  at  alt  in  the  expenditure.  Now, 
well  worthy,  as  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net's plan  was,  of  attention,  it  was 
also  of  great  importance  that  it  should 
be  known,  that  if  petitions  were  pre- 
sented by  the  shareholders  to  that  House 
requesting  to  withdraw  their  Bills,  those 
petitions  would  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittees, with  whom  they  would  have  due 
weight.  Somo  were  not  aware  of  the 
enormous  amount  of  expense  of  passing 
Bills  through  that  House ;  but  he  uiought 
if  it  were  known  that  due  attention  wonld 
be  paid  to  those  petitions,  it  would  have  a 
greater  influence  in  stirring  up  tbe  share- 
holders than  the  mere  knowledge  that  such 
a  Bill  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  proposed 
would  bo  passed,  because  there  was  no 
doubt  of  this,  that  in  six  weeks'  time  it 
would  he  no  object  to  the  shareholders,  as 
the  whole  expense  would  then  have  been 
incurred.  A  deputation  from  Sheffield 
had  waited  upon  him  to  state  that  a  Urge 
number  of  shareholders  in  a  particular  line 
wanted  to  withdraw  their  Bill.  Now,  if 
they  ascertained  that  such  was  the  opinion 
of  a  majority  of  the  sbarebolders,  no  Com- 
mittee would  proceed  with  the  Bill,  even 
although  the  raeaaure  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  should  not  pass.  The  railway 
interests,  he  conceived,  were  much  indebted 
to  the  noUe  Lord  (Lord  Ssudon),  and  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet. 

Mr.  p.  M.  STEWART  said,  the  Qo- 
Temment  measure  was  a  very  different 
thing  from  that  shadowed  forth  at  the 
eommencement  of  the  Session,  when  it  wad 
proposed  they  should  limit  the  amount  of 
capital  to  be  invested  in  these  undertakings. 
The  present  was  in  bis  opinion  a  much 
wiser  proceeding,  for  no  parties  could  be 
offended  by  it,  and  all  might  be  relieved 
The  only  thing  he  would  suggest  was,  that 
it  should  be  compulsory  upon  the  scrip- 
holders  to  meet  and  express  their  opinion 
at  a  certain  stage  of  the  Bill,  say  before  the 
third  reading,  whether  it  would  be  desirable 
to  take  any  further  proceedings  upon  it. 
So  many  obstacles  might  be  thrown  in  the 
way,  that  if  the  Legislature  left  it  merely 
optional  with  tbe  scripholders  to  meet,  they 
might  be  thwarted  in  their  intentions.  It 
could  not  be  said  to  be  an  arbitrary  pro- 
posal that  they  should  be  asked  for  their 
renewed  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  pro- 
ceeding with  their  undertaking.  If  it  were 
a  good  scheme  the  scripholders  would  be 
desirous  to  go  on;  but  if  not,  and  four  out 
of  five  were  of  that  character,  they  would 
withdr&w  the  Bill,  and  Parliament  would 
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ba  relieved  Ironi  the  troublo  of  considering 
it.  His  oa\y  fear  was  that  the  present 
measure  was  adapted  so  late  as  to  be  almost 
inoperative ;  but  its  provisions  were  other- 
wise calculated  to  relieve  tho  money-market 
to  ft  great  extent. 

Mr.  F.  T.  baring  said,  he  concurred 
with  the  hon.  Member  who  had  jnst  spoken 
in  thinking  that  the  present  proposal  of 
ihe  GoTemment  was  much  wiser  than  a 
measure  to  restrict  the  amount  of  capital 
to  be  invested  in  railways,  such  as  had  been 
talked  of  at  the  opening  of  tbo  Session. 
He  was  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  on 
this  subject,  after  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel);  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  some  scheme  for  limiting  the 
amount  of  capital  embarked  in  railway 
apeculationa  would  be  proposed  to  the 
Committee.  But  no  such  scheme  was  sug- 
gested; and  he  should  have  objected  to  any 
measure  of  that  kind  unless  some  good 
reason  could  have  been  adduced  for  such 
an  interference.  But  for  this  very  reason 
he  now  advocated  the  plan  proposed  by 
tiie  right  hon.  Baronet.  Ho  thought  the 
House  was  bound  to  give  facilities  to  parties 
for  reviewing  their  judgments,  and  he  con- 
sidered the  propoB^  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet a  very  proper  one.  If  he  understood 
the  Bill,  it  was  intended  that  the  House 
should  woit  for  the  third  reading  of  any 
Railway  Bill,  before  it  gave  its  decision ; 
but  there  was  no  reason  why  parties  should 
be  dragged  through  all  the  previous  ex- 
penses of  the  Committees,  and  some  means 
of  stopping  the  proceedings  at  an  earlier 
stage  than  the  third  reading  would  be,  he 
hoped,  devised. 

Mb.  BECKETT  DENI30N  agreed  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  give  the  shareliolders 
in  new  lines  a  locut  pamitentio!,  so  that 
they  might  withdraw  their  Bills  if  they 
liked.  But  he  was  surprised  to  find  an 
hon.  Member  opposite  recommending  that 
the  shareholders  should  be  brenght  together 
for  the  express  purpose  of  saying  whether 
they  shoold  proceed  with  their  object  or 
not.  He  would  take  the  case  of  such  a 
railway  as  the  London  and  York.  The 
shareholders  in  that  line  were  scattered  all 
over  the  kingdom,  and,  if  Parliament  com- 
pelled them  to  meet,  it  would  impose  a 
great  hardship  upon  them.  So  many  of 
them  would  not  or  could  not  attend,  that 
the  meeting  might  be  an  unfair  one,  and 
might  resolve  that  the  undertaking  should 
go  on  when  the  majority  were  of  a  difTerent 
opinion.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
QoTemment  U)  this  point,  that  tine  najorit; 
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for  abandoning  the  Bill  shonld  represent 
not  only  the  numbers  of  the  shareholders, 
but  also  the  money  subscribed  ;  otherwise 
it  would  be  the  interest  of  existing  railways 
to  set  to  work  immediately  and  persuade  a 
numerical  majority  of  parties  interested  in 
new  lines  to  give  up  their  present  projects. 
He  agreed  in  general  with  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  right  hon.  Baronet ;  but  he 
thought  parties  ought  not  to  be  compelled 
to  begin  de  noco  to  express  au  opinion  they 
had  always  entertained. 

Mr.  BGRNAL  said,  there  could  be  but 
one  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  he 
only  regretted  it  came  so  late.  At  the 
close  of  last  Session  he  endeavoured  to 
awaken  tho  attention  and  enlist  the  ener- 
gies of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  this 
point.  He  endeavoured  to  point  out  to 
the  Honse  the  gambling,  the  misery,  and 
the  ruin,  that  would  ensue  from  the  preva- 
lent spirit  of  railway  speculation  ;  but  his 
warnings  fell  upon  dead  ears.  He  wished 
now  to  see  some  limit  put  to  the  spirit  of 
speculation.  The  House  did  not  know 
what  cruel  proceedings  were  going  on  to 
extort  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  those 
who  had  put  their  names,  not  as  share' 
holders  only,  or  as  proviEional  directors, 
but  as  inhabitants  of  uie  district  favourable 
to  the  proposed  scheme.  The  consequence 
was  the  ruin  of  many,  and  the  stagnation 
of  business  in  every  part  of  tho  country. 
Almost  every  discussion  in  this  House  upon 
railway  matters  influenced  the  share  mar- 
ket ;  and  the  Honse  should,  therefore,  be 
cautious,  as  it  might  sometimes  be  doing 
great  injury  without  intending  it.  The 
hon.  Member  who  last  addressed  the  House 
had  expressed  himself  opposed  to  a  com- 
pnlsory  meeting  of  the  snarcholdera.  It 
was  possible  to  provide,  whether  the  re- 
gistered shareholders  were  to  be  taken 
or  not,  that  shareholders  at  distant  points, 
OS,  for  example,  at  Edinbui^h,  Dublin,  or 
Drogheda,  should  make  affidavits  and  be 
empowered  to  vote  by  proxy.  [An  hon. 
Membbb:  It  is  not  possible.]  Why  was 
it  not  possible  ?  Unless  this  were  done, 
they  could  arrive  at  no  useful  result.  He 
saw  an  advertisement  in  the  papers  of  that 
day  of  a  contest  between  the  shareholders  on 
the  OQO  hand,  and  the  directors  on  the  other, 
in  which  the  directors  refused  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  shareholders,  and 
said  thdy  considered  themselves  bound  in 
honour,  and  with  reference  to  the  interests 
of  the  prelected  company,  to  proceed  with 
their  applwation  to  ParHamrat.     If  the 
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Bhareholdera  were  not  to  expreu  their  opin- 
ion before  the  third  reading;,  enormous  and 
nnnecesBtuy  expenses  might  be  incurred. 
He  hoped  to  see  the  Government  meaBure 
come  into  opera^on  and  tale  eiTect  at  the 
earliest  possible  st^e  of  Railway  Bills. 

Hr.  HODGSOIT  inquired  whether  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  intended  his  measure  to 
apply  to  the  ori^nal  sharehdders,  or  to 
parties  in  possession  of  the  scrip  ?  The 
shareholders  might  have  sold  their  Hcrip, 
and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  not  mean 
to  obtiun  ^eir  assent  or  dissent.  He  knew 
that  it  was  now  becoming  a  common  prac- 
tice  for  shares  to  be  depreciated  an  the 
Stock  Exchange  for  a  purpose  which  was 
called  "  speculating  for  a  wind-up."  For 
instance,  if  a  shareholder  had  paid  32.  de- 
posit, and  the  shares  fell  to  II.,  they  were 
bought  hj  parties  iu  the  hope  of  getting 
21.  or  21.  5i.  at  the  wind-up.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers might  langb,  hut  he  knew  that  this 
was  done  every  day  at  Edinburgh. 

Snt  R.  PEEL  :  "  I  do  profess  to  be 
wholly  unacquunted  with  the  mysteries  of 
this  buuness.  [A  Icmgh.l  It's  tme!" 
Cases  might  arise  which  Hiaiaters  could 
not  foresee,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  pre- 
clude BQch  alterations  as  might  be  con- 
sidered adrisable  in  Committee.  Indeed, 
he  m^ht  defy  any  man  to  speak  very  con- 
fident%  with  respect  to  the  operation  of  a 
measure  of  this  kind.  He  thought  the 
Government  onght  not  to  be  blamed  for 
not  interfering  before  with  the  spirit  of 
railway  speculation.  The  right  time  for 
interfering  was  the  great  point.  The 
House  should  be  sure  that  they  had  pub- 
lic feeling  with  them ;  if  they  had  not, 
all  he  could  say  was,  they  would  be  sure 
to  fail.  In  reply  to  the  question  put 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  had  jnst  re- 
sumed his  seat,  he  would  state  that  it  was 
not  the  original  shareholders,  but  the  pre- 
sent hold^,  who  were  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  undertakings,  and  they 
were,  therefore,  the  parties  who  were  en- 
titled to  express  an  opinion  whether  they 
should  proceed  or  not.  Certainly,  the 
original  shareholders  who  had  sold  out  had 
no  right  to  express  an  opinion.  He  pro- 
posed, therefore,  that  if  a  certun  number 
of  the  present  holders,  holding  a  certun 
amonnt  of  the  shares,  perhaps  more  than 
half,  should  present  a  petition  to  Parlia- 
ment stating  their  beli^  that  the  under- 
taking would  not  answer,  or  simply  ex- 
pressing their  wish  that  the  EQl  should  not 
pass,  then  it  would  be  wise  in  the  Legis- 
lature, on  rweifing  that  petition,  to  de- 


cline to  legislate  npon  that  Bill.  He  did 
not  propose  to  postpone  this  proceeding 
until  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill.  There 
were  some  Bills  which  stood  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow;  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  proper  thing  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  them,  not  to  a  instant  day, 
but  to  the  close  of  the  present  month.  No 
Committee  would  make  great  progresa 
during  that  interval,  and  the  Easter  recess 
would  give  the  shareholders  an  opportunity 
of  reconsidering  the  question.  This  par- 
ticular time  was  therefore  a  favourable  ono 
for  giving  notice  of  what  the  Government 
intended  to  propose.  If  die  petition  from 
the  shareholders  were  presented  before  the 
second  reading,  or  at  any  other  stage  after 
the  first  reading,  or  if  a  certificate  from 
the  directors,  being  the  holders  of  a  given 
amount  of  stock  in  the  company,  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Qatette,  expressing  their  wish 
that  the  measure  should  not  pass,  then  tha 
Bill  would  not  be  proceeded  with.  Whether 
it  would  be  proper  to  require  that  the 
shareholders  should  meet  and  give  their 
express  assent  to  the  third  reading,  or 
whether  it  should  be  at  their  option  to  meet 
and  express  their  ^sent,  might  be  con- 
sidered hereafter,  but  at  present  he  in- 
clined to  his  original  riows.  They  had  a 
right  to  assume  the  assent  of  the  parties, 
from  what  had  already  taken  place,  and  to 
assume  that  the  shareholders  would  be 
sufficiently  prorident  of  their  own  interest 
to  dissent  from  the  speculation  if  they  now 
saw  reason  to  alter  their  opinion  concerning 
it.  Ho  was  not  prepared  to  agree  to  the 
suggestion  of  an  hon.  Gentleman,  that  it 
should  be  requisite  for  more  than  one-half 
of  the  shareholders  to  express  their  assent 
to  further  proceedings.  No  Bill  in  that 
case  could  obtain  the  sanctiau  of  the  House, 
unless  half  the  shareholders  again  repre- 
sented it  to  be  tiieir  wish  to  go  on.  The  di- 
rectors did  not  certainly  know  who  tho 
shareholders  were,  since  the  Government 
^d  not  propose  to  take  the  original  re- 
gistered shareholders;  and  it  would  he  an 
onerous  thing  to  say,  that  unless  they  pro- 
cured the  formal  assurance  of  their  con- 
sent, the  undertaking  was  to  be  at  an  end. 
He  thought  it  advisable  to  ^ve  the  com- 
panies a  tocut  pixnUentUK;  and  if  a  certais 
number,  holding  a  certain  amount  of  shares, 
had  the  power  of  withdrawing  the  Bill, 
that,  he  uiou^t,  would  be  better  than  in' 
wsting  on  meetings  of  the  shareholders. 
In  the  case  of  a  company  with  a  captal  of 
1,000,0001.,  if  sharaholdera  representing 
•horea  to  t^  amount  of  £00,0001.  ex- 
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presWd  their  wish,  either  by  petition  or  by 
the  certiScate  uf  their  directors  in  the 
Gazette,  to  abandon  their  Bill,  that  would 
be  suflicieDt  to  induce  Parliament  to  with- 
hold its  assent  thereto. 

Mr.  ELIiICE  asked  wliether  the  aame 
powers  should  not  be  given  to  the  directors, 
if  they  thought  it  not  desirablo  t«  proceed 
with  their  Bill  ? 

Sir  R.  peel  said,  the  directors  might 
part  with  their  interest  in  the  undertaking;, 
and  might  have  agreed  to  lease  or  sell  the 
concern  to  some  other  lice.  It  would 
thererorc  ho  undesirable  to  give  them  alone 
the  power  without  consulting  with  the 
shareholders. 

Mb.  W.  COLLETT  was  glad  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  drawn  the  line  between 
the  original  shareholders  and  the  holders  of 
scrip,  and  had  proposed  to  take  the  opinion 
of  the  latter.  He  considered  that  some 
clause  ought  to  he  introduced  to  indemnify 
persona  who  had  signed  the  deeds,  after 
the  just  claims  of  the  creditors  were  paid, 
against  any  further  responsibility,  so  that 
the  original  subscribers  might  be  secured 
from  the  annoyance  to  which  in  many  cases 
they  had  been  subjecled, 

ViBcousT  MORPETH  considered  that 
the  measure  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet was  a  most  proper  and  prudent  one  ; 
for  there  was  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of 
many  scripholdcrs  to  get  rid  of  their  pre- 
sent liabilities. 

Mr.  RUTHERFURD  suggested  that, 
pending  the  adopting  of  the  measure  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  referred, 
it  was  desirable  for  the  House  to  obviate 
the  evils  to  which  allusion  had  been  made, 
by  passing  a  Resolution  not  to  proceed  fur- 
ther with  any  Railway  Bills  now  before 
them,  if  petitions  were  presented  to  the 
House,  signed  by  a  majority  of  scrip- 
holders  in  uumbcr  and  value,  praying  them 
not  to  sanction  such  Bills.  Whet  diffi- 
culty would  there  be  in  Parliament  saying, 
if  petitions  of  that  kind  were  presented, 
'•  We  will  not  proceed  further  with  these 
Bills  at  present."  By  such  a  course  they 
would  not  interfere  at  all  with  the  liability 
of  the  parties.  The  House  would,  of 
course,  take  meaas  to  ascertain  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  signatures  to  such  petitions, 
ftnd  would  he  aatisfied  before  acceding  to 
tfaem,  that  they  truly  expressed  the  wishes 
of  a  majority  of  the  scripholdera  in  oum- 
bers  and  value.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  many  of  the  persons  who 
were  now  scripholders  were  not  the  ori- 
ginal subscribers  to  railway  projects ;  and 
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he  wished  to  remind  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
of  the  fact,  that  the  addresses  of  these 
scripholders  were  frequently  not  very  well 
known,  and  that  certain  strong  reasons 
might  render  some  of  those  gentlemen  not 
ovcr-aniious  to  declare  themselves.  He 
(Mr.  Rutherfurd)  thought  it  important 
that,  if  a  petition  from  a  majority  of  the 
scripholders  was  required  to  induce  Par- 
liament to  abstain  from  proceeding  with  a 
Bill,  means  should  he  taken  to  render  a 
meeting  of  the  company  compulsory,  in 
order  to  elicit  the  opinion  of  the  scrip- 
holders  ;  and  that,  if  such  meetinr  were 
held  upon  sufficient  notice,  it  might  oe  well 
for  Parliament  to  consider  whether  they 
would  not  act  upon  the  opinion  expressed 
by  a  majority  of  scripholders  in  numbers 
and  vahie  attending  the  meeting.  This 
was,  undoubtedly,  a  question  of  great  dif- 
ficulty :  but  he  thought  the  soggestion  he 
had  just  made  was  not  undeserving  the  at- 
tention of  the  House. 

Mk.  RICARDO  said,  there  was  one 
practical  difficulty  against  which  he  had  ne 
doubt  tlie  right  hon.  Baronet  would  take 
means  to  guard.  As  the  shares  were  not 
registered,  there  might  he  great  difficolty 
in  ascertaining  whether  the  persons  who 
signed  petitions  were  real  bond  fidt  scrip- 
holders,  and  some  precautions  should  be 
taken  to  avoid  fraud. 

Mr.  C.  BULLER  would  like  to  know 
by  what  arrangement  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net proposed  to  ascertain  Sie  validity  of 
the  signatures  to  such  petitions.  He  con- 
sidered it  most  desirable  that  something 
should  be  done  in  this  matter  before  the 
recess  ;  some  decided  intimation  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  so  that  parties  might 
employ  the  recess  in  taking  measures  ac- 
cordingly. It  would  be  well  if  the  House 
adopted  the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net, to  appoint,  after  tho  recess,  a  Com- 
mittee, to  which  all  petitions  agunst  pro- 
ceeding with  particular  schemes  should  be 
referred,  which  should  thereupon  determioe 
whetlier  the  respective  schemes  should  pro- 
ceed to  Select  Committees.  Suppose,  hj 
way  of  beginning  at  once,  the  hon.  Oentle- 
man  who  hod  moved  the  second  reading 
of  tho  Bill  before  the  House  (The  Buxton 
Leet  Potteries  and  Crewe  Railway  Bill) 
were  to  consent  to  the  second  reading 
being  postponed,  until  it  were  ascertained 
whether  the  majority  of  the  shardiolders 
were  favourable  to  its  going  on. 

ViscoDsT  SANDON  thonght  the  best 
course  for  the  House  would  be  to  adopt 
without  delay  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
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and  learnod  Uembor  for  Liskeard,  and  to 
pass  a  Rcaolation  on  the  subject,  which  he 
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had  no  doubt  woald  induce  many  of  the 
companies  to  mud  up  their  a^ra. 

Ma.  J.  O'CONNELL  wished  to  offer  a 
BuggeatioQ — which  certainlj'  had  no  inuue- 
ate  connexion  with  the  question  now  before 
them — wilh  reference  to  Iriah  railways. 
That  HooBe  had  shown  a  strong  desire  to 
facilitate  the  progress  of  Irish  Railway 
Bills,  with  a  view  to  afford  rehef  to  the 
destitute  poor  of  that  country.  He  must 
say,  however,  that  although  Bills  for  seTo- 
ral  railways  in  Ireland,  which  bad  promised 
extenure  employmeut  to  the  poor,  had 
been  sanctioned  by  Parliament,  not  a  single 
stroke  of  work  had  yet  been  done  towards 
their  commencement.  He  wished,  there- 
fore, to  suggest  for  the  consideration  of 
hon.  Members  during  the  recess,  whether 
it  mi^t  not  be  advisable,  when  Irish  Rtul- 
way  Bills  were  brought  forward,  to  intro- 
duce some  clause  rendering  the  completion 
of  the  works  within  a  given  and  limited 
time  compulsory,  on  pun  of  the  dissolu- 
Uon  of  the  companies. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  (IRELAND)— 
ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

Sm  J.  GRAHAM  moved  the  Order  of 
the  Day  for  resuming  the  Adjourned  De- 
bate on  the  Protection  of  Life  (Ireland)  Bill. 

Sir  R.  peel  said,  he  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  probability  of 
coming  to  a  division  to-night  on  the  first 
reading  <^  this  Bill  ;  but,  Bupposing  that 
the  House  did  not  como  to  a  division  that 
night,  he  wonld  make  an  earnest  appeal  to 
those  who  had  aoUces  on  the  Paper  for  to- 
morrow, to  allow  the  debate  on  the  Irish 
Bill  to  proceed  to-morrow.  He  had 
no  wish  to  interfere  with  the  due  dis- 
cussion of  the  measure  ;  but  he  be- 
lieved (hat  the  Irish  Members,  if  they  per. 
mitted  the  House  to  proceed  with  the 
Com  Bill,  by  concluding  the  discussion  on 
the  Irish  Bm,  would  be  rendering  an  es- 
sential service  to  their  country. 

Mb.  W.  8.  O'BRIEN  felt  deeply  the 
iDConTenience  which  the  country  steered 
from  the  course  taken,  not  by  the  Irish 
Bill  to  proceed  to-morrow.  He  bad  no 
wish  to  interfere  with  the  due  discussion  of 
the  measure  ;  but  he  believed  that  the  Irish 
Members,  but  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
who  had  the  conduct  of  these  Bills,  and 
who  might,  if  he  hod  chosen,  on  Friday 
last,  have  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debat«  on    the    Coercion   Bill   till    after 
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Easter.  To-morrow,  or  on  Thursday,  he 
(Mr.  O'Brien)  would  willingly  give  way  to 
the  Com  Bill  or  any  other  remedial  mea- 
sure, but  he  would  not  facilitate  in  any  way 
the  discussion  on  the  Corercion  Bill.  He  did 
not  wish  to  have  any  concealment  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  as  to  the  course  which 
the  Irish  Members  should  pursue.  He 
thought  that  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to 
take  care  that,  part  paiiu  with  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Coercion  Bill,  there  should  be 
discussions  as  to  the  misgovemment  of 
Ireland  ;  that  Irish  Members  should  have 
the  opportunity  of  making  an  exposition  of 
what  they  considered  the  wrongs  of  their 
country  ;  and  that,  in  the  absence  of  any 
proposition  of  remedial  measures  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  they  should  also 
have  the  opportunity  of  suggesting  such 
measures  which  they  thought  advisable  for 
removing  those  evils  which  they  utterly 
denied  that  the  measure  now  before  the 
House  would  remove. 

Sib  R.  peel  said,  that  the  course 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member  would  be 
perfectly  compatible  with  allowing  the 
Irish  Bill  to  be  read  a  first  time  ;  for  on 
the  subsequent  stages  the  hon.  Gentleman 
and  others  would  have  a  full  opportonitj 
of  stating  their  views. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNELL  said,  that  the 
Government  had  made  a  great  mistake, 
and  had  embarrassed  themselves  by  bring- 
ing on  this  Coercion  Bill  before  their  own 
Com  Bill  was  passed,  which  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  Irish  Members  were  equally 
anxious  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  see 
carried.  The  Coercion  Bill  was  not  only 
inefficacious  for  its  professed  object,  but 
would  increase  the  horrible  and  esecrabla 
outrages  it  purported  to  put  down,  and 
would  preclude  all  chance  of  the  Irish 
people  feeling  any  gratitude  for  the  sym- 
pathy which  he  readily  acknowledged  had 
been  shown  for  them  In  that  House  during 
the  present  Session.  This  Coercion  Bill 
would  not  only  destroy  that  feeling  of  gra- 
titude, but  would  render  almost  irrecon- 
cilable the  differences  between  the  two 
countries ;  and  he  looked  forward  to  re- 
sults of  the  most  disastrous  nature  to  the 
connexion  between  England  and  Ireland. 
They  were  now  in  the  seventh  century  of 
that  connexion  ;  and,  during  the  whole  of 
that  time,  the  Irish  people  could  not  point 
to  any  period  when  the  connexion  had 
been  fraught  with  anything  but  mischief 
and  oppression  to  them.  Surely  it  was 
time  that  this  should  be  changed.  The 
Repealers  were  moat  attached  to  the  eon- 
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neiion  between  the  two  conntrieB,  uid 
wiiihed  to  preeerre  it,  and  wished  therefore 
tlie  mcaeurea  to  which  the  Irish  people  ob- 
jected postponed.  Let  the  Govenunent 
suspend  these  meoauree — let  them  trj 
tlie  powers  they  alreodj  posBessed — let 
them  trj  special  comtniBBions,  andincresBe 
the  pnhcc  and  militarjf .  and  see  what  would 
be  the  effect.  After  trying  this  course,  if 
the  Government  were  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment and  gay  that  thiB  course  had  failed, 
he  thou)2;ht  that  the  GoTcmmeut  would 
then  find  a  support  on  that  (the  OppoBition) 
iide  of  the  Houbo  which  perhaps  they  did 
not  expect,  suppoBing  that  they  had  em- 
ployed the  interral  in  introducing  remedial 
meastireB,  and  proved  that  they  were  really 
in  earnest,  not  only  in  bringing  them  before 
that  House,  but  also  in  passing  them 
through  another  place.  The  Jrish  Mem- 
bers would  facilitate  the  paBfing  of  the 
Com  B'dl  and  the  other  measures  of  the 
Government,  and  for  that  purpose  they 
would  attend  every  diviBion  ;  but  with  rc- 
apect  to  the  Coercion  Bill,  they  felt  that 
they  should  be  committing  a  crime  against 
Ireland,  and  against  the  real  interests  of 
the  two  countries,  by  allowing  it  to  pass 
until  they  hod  exhausted  all  the  means  of 
resistance  which  the  Constitution  gave  them. 
VigcousTMORPETH  wished  to  read  one 
•entencc  from  a  letter  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  member  of  a  firm  in  York- 
shire largely  concerned  in  business.  It 
did  not  bear  specially  on  the  Irish  Bill,  but 
Upon  the  mode  in  which  the  two  measures 
— the  Com  Bill  and  the  Irish  Bill — were 
interlaced  together.  The  letter  stated, 
that  owing  to  the  delay  in  paaaing  the  Go- 
vernment commercial  measures,  the  depres- 
sion of  all  branches  of  trade  was  extreme, 
and  that  in  conBequence  the  operatives  and 
their  families  were  Beverely  affected,  and 
multitudes  of  industriouB  persons  were  in 
meh  a  state  of  destitution  that  were  it  not 
for  charity  they  must  perish  from  famine. 
The  letter  added,  that  Lancashire  pre- 
sented a  similar  aspect.  He  did  not  wish 
to  enter  into  a  debate  as  to  which  measure 
should  have  priority  of  considerfttion  ;  but 
the  statements  in  that  letter  induced  him 
to  hope,  not  certainly  that  ample  means 
riiould  not  he  allowed  for  the  discussion  of 
the  Irish  Bill,  but  that  no  more  time  would 
be  expended  on  a  preliminary  Btage  of  the 
measure  than  was  compatible  with  that  ob- 
ject. He  wished  1«  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  ready  to  inform  the 
House  when  ho  proposed  that  the  House 
should  meet  after  Euter. 


CowsEL  RAWDON  said,  that  if  the 
Government  pressed  the  reading  of  this 
Order  of  the  Day,  he  should  propose  as  an 
Ameiidment,  that  it  be  read  that  day  three 
months.  [The  Sfeakbk  intunated  that 
such  a  Motion  would  be  irregular.]  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  then  moved,  that 
the  other  Orders  of  the  Day  be  tiow  read. 

Sib  R.  peel  did  not  wIbIi  t«  provoke  a 
recriminatory  discussion.  This  was  a  day 
on  which  the  Government  might  bring  on 
snch  measures  as  it  tiiought  fit,  and  the 
House  met  on  the  full  understanding  that 
the  Irish  Bill  would  he  proceeded  with ;  he 
hoped  that  would  now  be  allowed  to  be  done. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

PROTECTION  TO  LIFE  (IRELAND)— AD- 
JOORNED  DEBATE— (THIRD  NIGHT). 
Order  of  the  Day  read. 
Mr.  CAREW  said  that  he  rose,  as  a  re- 
presentative of  an  Irish  constituency,  to 
state  the  reasons  why  he  thought  that  the 
measures  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  inefficient,  and  totaUy  inadequate  to 
attain  any  desirable  result.  Had  the  Go- 
vernment gone  down  to  the  House  with 
other  measures  calculated  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Irish  people,  they  would 
have  had  a  much  stronger  case  to  rely  up- 
on than  they  had  at  present,  when  they 
sBked  the  House  to  pass  the  measure  then 
before  them.  Had  they  done  that,  they 
should  have  had  his  support.  But  the 
case  waa  very  different,  when,  with  the 
state  of  Ireland  before  them — with  the 
appalling  destitution,  the  more  than  usual 
misery  and  wretchedness  of  the  peasantry 
depicted  before  them,  they  took  that  op- 
portunity of  devising  a  measure,  not  only 
unpopular  and  unconstitutional  in  ita  ten- 
dency, but  utterly  inadequate  in  itaprincl- 
Elc  to  attain  the  desired  result.  He  had 
oped  that,  long  before  this,  the  labours 
of  the  Land  Commission  would  have  been 
productive  of  some  practical  result.  But 
such  had  been  unfortunately  hitherto  the 
tenor  of  their  legislation,  that  they  had 
been  invariably  too  late  in  the  production 
of  their  measures,  and  but  too  frequently 
those  measures  had  been  inefficient,  and  iU 
adapted  to  the  merits  and  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  case.  That  some  legislation  on  the 
Btate  of  the  relation  between  landlord  and 
tenant  in  Ireland  was  necessary,  was,  he 
believed,  admitted  on  all  sides ;  and  he  ap- 
prehended that  most,  if  not  all,  the  crime 
that  afflicted  parts  of  Ireland  was  attribu- 
table to  that  cause;  and  tha^was  the  opin- 
ion of  tiioae  best  calculated  to  form  a  sound 
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judgment  on  the  subject.  He  found  ^m 
the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Land 
Commission,  that  in  1843  there  were  is- 
Bued  from  the  civil  hilL  courts  5,244  eject- 
ments, contpnaing  no  lesa  than  14,816 
persona.  The  CommisuonerB,  in  their 
Report  of  1830,  used  the  following 
guftge:— 

"  The  situation  of  the  ejected  tenantTy, 
thoH  who  are  obliged  to  gits  up  tiieir  unall  hold- 
ingn,  in  order  to  promoM  the  cangoltdatian  of 
&rm>,  U  necoBBBriljF  most  deplorable.  It  would  be 
impoBnible  for  language  to  eipress  the  atate  of  dis- 
treu  to  irhicb  the  ejected  tenantry  haie  been  re- 
duced. Tbej  hsTa  inereaied  the  stock  of  labour, 
and,  what  is  perhaps  more  paiaJiil  than  all,  a  mat 
Dumber  of  them  bare  perished  from  want." 
Were  we,  he  weald  ask,  in  a  better  con- 
dition now?  Lord  Devon's  Report,  when 
speaking  of  the  agricultural  labourer, 
said — 

"  It  would  be  impoMible  to  describe  adequatolj 
tbe  privations  which  the;  and  their  bmilies  habi- 
tually and  patientlf  endure.  It  wiU  be  seen  in  the 
evidence  that  in  manj  districts  their  only  food  is 
the  potato,  their  onlj  beverage  water.  When  we 
consider  thia  state  of  things,  and  the  large  pro- 
portion of  the  population  which  come  under  tbe 
desigaatioD  of  agrioultural  labourers,  we  liave 
repeat  that  the  patieot  endurance  the;  exhibit 
deserving  of  high  commendation,  and  entitles  them 
to  Um  Iwst  consideration  of  QoTemment  and  of 
Parliunent." 

He  considered  that  that  evidence  was  quite 
conclnsire,  aad  he  called  upon  the  Govem- 
meot  to  take  the  subject  speedily  into  its 
consideration,  eqnitabljto  adjuat  the  ques- 
tion, having  regard  alike  to  the  duties  as 
well  as  to  the  rights  of  property;  and 
should  it  be  found  tihat  the  former  had  been 
neglected,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
a  measure  to  prerent  the  future  recurrence 
of  such  neglect  would  be  productive  of  far 
more  use,  and  would  conduce  to  far  more 
practical  results,  than  such  Bills  as  the  pre- 
sent. He  considered,  also,  that  it  was  not 
only  the  interest,  but  the  bonnden  duty  of 
Parliament  to  attend  to  and  remedy  what 
had  been  termed — and  he  perfectly  coin- 
cided in  the  propriety  of  the  designation — 
the  monster  grievance  of  Ireland,  the 
Established  Church.  He  had  never  heard 
before  of  a  religious  establishment  for  the 
benefit  of  a  smi£  minority  of  a  country,  of 
a  populons  conntry,  of  a  country  posseasing 
more  than  eight  miUione  of  inhabitants, 
where  these  eight  millions  wore  compelled 
to  pay  for  the  proper  service  of  the  religion 
of  scarce  eight  hundred  thousand.  It  had 
been  said  that  any  organic  change  in  tbe 
Irish  Church  would  neceesarily  lead  to  si- 
milar results  in  the  Church  of  England 
here.    Tlwt  eonseqneoce  he  must  deny. 
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It  did  not  eeem  to  Mm  to  be  even  probable. 
Indeed,  he  thought  rather  that  a  satisfao- 
tory  adjustment  of  the  Irish  Church  system 
would  tend  stiU  fiirther  to  strengthen  the 
bonds  that  united  the  English  Church  to 
the  people  of  this  country;  and  he  was 
quite  certun  that  the  longer  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  question  was  postponed,  the 
worse  bargain  would  the  Irish  Church  be 
compelled,  by  the  indignant  voice  of  publio 
opinion,  to  make.  A  writer  on  Ireland  had 
justly  observed  that  one  reason  why  the 
Irish  Church  was  so  unpopular  with  the 
nation  was,  that — 

"  The  roligion  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  is  Po- 
ritaniBm  rather  than  Protestanism,  The  tone  of 
its  clergTioen  is  mneh  in  the  Bame  key  as  ths 
voice  of  dissent  in  England.  TbeT  are,  in  their 
notions,  ver;  unlike  their  Englich  brethren.  Iti 
clergy  hare  lealousl}'  opposed  the  education  of  tbe 
peo^e,  and  yet  a  national  property  is  set  apart  fop 
their  exclusive  maintenance." 
Those,  however,  who  hod  learned  how  tbe 
Church  of  England  reaUy  did  feel  upon  re- 
ligious subjects,  could  only  feel  the  deep- 
est dejection  at  the  miechievons  industiy 
with  which  the  Protestant  religion  was  ex- 
hibited in  its  most  revolting  aspect  to  an 
Irish  people.  What,  then,  was  it  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  do  t  Were  they  to  pass 
Coercion  Bills  for  Ireland,  or  were  they  by 
a  wile  legislation  to  remove  those  evils 
under  which  the  country  laboured  ?  He 
implored  the  House  to  adopt  the  latter  al- 
ternative. Lot  them  prove  to  the  people 
of  Ireland  that  they  had  not  only  the 
power  but  the  will  to  serve  them.  Let 
them  remove  the  causeB  of  discontent,  and 
they  would  thus  lay  the  fonudalions  for 
years  of  prosperity,  whilst  they  would  have 
the  credit  of  placing  society  in  that  country 
in  a  position  which  it  had  never  enjoyed 
before,  when  under  their  auspices  it  be- 
came contented  and  prosperons ;  when 
property  would  perform  its  duties  as  well 
as  possess  its  rights;  and  when  the  Church 
would  no  longer  be  in  that  degrading  posi- 
tion which  now  compelled  it  to  receive  its 
support  ^m  millions  of  its  poorer  Dissent- 
ing and  Roman  Catholic  neighbours. 
The  O'CONOR  DON  observed,  that  this 
IB  a  Bill  of  extreme  pains  and  penalties, 
and  highly  restrictive  of  liberty,  no  one 
would  deny  ;  that  it  was  a  measure  which 
would  produce  beneficial  consequences,  no 
had  attempted  to  establish ;  nor  had 
there  been  any  attempt  to  show  that  there 
:onne  lion  between  the  Billitself and 
the  crimes  committed  in  Ireland.     An  ap- 

C'"  ng  detail  of  the  extent  of  that  crime  hud 
submitted  to  the  House  by  tbe  right 
X2 
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of  tho  grand  jury  not  to  call  for  such  a 
leoaurc,  on  the  ground  that  it  vould  be 
selcBH.  and.  as  he  BaiJ  at  the  time,  they 
-ould  only  be  Bhoniog  their  teeth  where 
they  could  not  bite.  Finding  that  a  majo- 
rity of  the  grand  jury  did  not  agree  with 
in  opinion,  he  withdrew  ;  but,  as  this 
not  thought  consistcat  with  courtesy, 
afterwards  returned,  and  the  grand 
jury  consented  to  alter  the  words  in  the  re- 
solution from  a  call  for  a  Coercion  Bill,  to 
phrase  elmply  calling  on  the  GoTemment 
<  give  efBciency  to  the  law  of  the  land  ; 
but  it  did  not  give  any  opinion  as  to  how 
the  efficiency  was  to  bo  shown.  The  Go- 
Temment was  quite  aware  of  the  part  he 
hod  taken  on  that  occasion  ;  for  when  he 
returned  to  that  House,  Sir  Thomas  Fre- 
mantle  told  him  that  he  knew  he  had  op- 
Coercion  Bill,  and  that  he  was 
quite  right  in  so  opposing  it,  as  the  present 
GoTemment  would  unqnestiooabiy  not 
grant  a  Coercion  Bill.  But,  though  the 
GoTemment  wore  aware  of  his  oppONtion 
to  such  a  measure,  his  name  had  been  in- 
troduced in  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
as  in  favour  of  the  Coercion  Bill.  [Sir  J. 
Grauau:  Did  this  conversation  take  place 
after  the  last  summer  asusea?]  He  re- 
collected distinctly  that  It  was  on  his  re- 
turn to  that  House  from  the  Rosconunon 
summer  assizes.  Sir  Thomas  Fremantle 
stated  to  him  in  the  library  that  he  was 
aware  that  the  grand  jury  were  in  favour 
of  a  Coercion  Bill,  and  that  he(theO'Conor 
Don)  had  opposed  it  ;  and  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  gave  Mm  the  names  of  one  or 
two  persona  who  had  taken  port  in  the 
proceedings,  showing  how  careftdly  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  hod  got  his  informa- 
tion. In  reference  to  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House,  he  maintained  that  it  would  ra- 
ther aggravate  the  evils  of  Ireland,  than 
tend  to  remove  them.  Ireland  had  been 
the  rictim  of  tardy  legislation  :  she  ceased 
to  attract  attention  till  the  eyes  of  the 
Legislature  were  directed  towards  her 
through  the  medium  of  disturbances.  The 
sooner  Government  came  to  the  considera- 
tion of  such  questions  as  that  of  landlord 
and  tenant,  the  better  would  it  be  for  Ire- 
land. The  Secretary  at  War  said  he  was 
anxious  for  the  fair  fame  of  Ireland  ;  and 
Irish  Members  must  have  heard  with  shame 
that  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  the 
nation  to  which  they  belonged  was  spoken 
of  as  on  the  verge  of  starvation  and  the 
scene  of  assassination ;  but,  if  this  was  the 
source  of  sorrow  to  any  Irish  Member,  was 
H  not  a  Boarce  of  discredit  to  the  Ministers 


hon.  Gentleman,  and  this  measure  was 
brought  forward  as  a  remedy  for  the  evil ; 
but  it  was  easy  to  show  that,  while  it 
would  not  tend  to  prevent  the  commission  of 
crime,  it  would  be  the  means  of  inflicting 
injury  on  thousands  of  well-disposed  per- 
sons. Ho  especially  referred  to  the  clause 
which  requin^d  any  person  in  a  proclaimed 
district  to  remain  in  his  own  house  from 
sunset  to  sunrise.  There  was  not  a  dis- 
trict in  Ireland  in  which  this  clause,  if  en- 
forced, would  not  be  productive  of  great 
annoyance  and  oppression,  as  people,  when 
returning  from  market  and  on  other  lawful 
occasions,  would  be  under  the -necessity  of 
being  out  of  their  houses  after  sunset  and 
before  sunrise.  The  Secretary  at  War 
had  alleged  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  this 
clause  was  to  insure  the  protection  of  the 
poor  rather  than  the  rich,  as  the  former 
were  chiefly  attacked  or  shot  at  night, 
irhile  the  latter  were  usually  assailed  and 
murdered  during  the  day.  Now,  from  the 
experience  which  ho  had  hod  he  came  to 
an  opposite  conclusion,  as  he  found  in  the 
county  which  he  represented  that  a  great 
many  poor  persons  were  attacked  during 
the  day.  The  only  result  of  such  a  clause 
as  this  being  enforced  would  be,  that  of- 
fences, instead  of  being  committed  in  the 
night,  would  be  committed  during  the  day. 
The  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 
referred  to  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
grand  jury  for  the  county  of  Roscommon, 
and  signed  by  him  (the  O'Conor  Don] 
amongst  others,  and  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  drawn  from  this  circumstance 
the  inference  that  therefore  he  was 
fftTour  of  this  Coercion  Bill.  Now,  he 
would  shortly  explain  to  the  Hi 

Eart  he  had  taken  in  this  proceeding ;  and 
B  was  confident  that  after  baTing  done 
the  House  would  arrive  at  an  opposite 
conclusion  to  that  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. That  there  were  in  Roscommon 
many  violent  and  tomentabte  violations 
of  the  law  he  was  not  there  to  deny  ;  nor 
had  he  ever  beard  any  one  in  the  country, 
high  or  low,  lay  or  clerical,  but  spoke 
agunst  them  in  terms  of  bitter  condemna- 
tion. At  the  assizes  there  were  certain  reso- 
lutions prepared  by  members  of  the  grand 
jury,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  a  Coercion 
Itill  ought  to  be  carried  by  that  House. 
He  informed  the  grand  jury  that  he  did 
not  coincide  in  such  a  view,  as  he  could  not 
consistently  with  bis  political  sentiments 
support  a  proposal  for  bringing  in  any  such 
Bill.  He  mentioned  that  he  had  always 
been  opposed  to  Coercion  Bills,  and  begged 
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of  tlie  country,  who  had  the  deitmiea   of 

Ireland  in  their  hands  ? 

Ma.  M.  MILNES  thought  the  llouae 
should  confine  its  attention  to  the  matter 
immediately  under  its  consideration,  rather 
than  embark  on  the  great  sea  of  a  general 
Irish  question;  more  particularly  as  the 
case  under  consideration  had  been  brought 
forward  as  a  peculiar  and  especial  one.  He 
considered  it  a  satisfaction  to  every  Eng- 
lish and  Irish  man  in  the  House,  that  the 
right  bou.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department,  had  drawn  a  distinct 
line  OB  to  the  special  nature  of  his  case, 
which  he  represented  as  applicable  for  a 
peculiar  emergency,  and  carefully  sepa- 
rated it  by  very  broad  lines  from  the 
great  qaos^ns  respecting  Irish  legislation, 
which  had  so  frequently  been  before  tha 
House.     Indeed,  it  was  impossible  for  any 

Eraon  to  have  paid  attention  to  the  right 
a.  Baronet's  remarks  without  perceiving 
that  the  present  was  a  temporary  measure 
of  prevention,  and  that  in  their  considerO' 
tion  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  such.  It 
had  been  maintained  by  hon.  Members  op- 
posite, that  the  House  ought  not  to  consi- 
der the  present  Bill  without  also  consider- 
ing the  propriety  of  introducing  large  and 
general  remedial  measures  ;  but  be  would 
suggest  whether  they  were  not  giving  this 
measure  an  undue  importance,  as  if  it  was 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  liberty  of 
the  subject  more  than  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  life  and  property.  Ho 
must  say  that  he  did  not  think  that  any  of 
those  Gentlemen  could  be  so  sanguine  of 
the  success  of  any  remedial  measure,  or 
imagine  that  they  could  at  once  be  effectual 
in  stopping  that  frightful  system  of  assas- 
sination (for  he  did  not  see  why  they  should 
blink  that  word)  without  accompanying  it 
by  some  strong  immediate  police  regula- 
tion. For  it  was  clear  that  when  society 
had  fallen  into  such  a  state  as  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  outrages  of  the  description  Uiey 
had  heard,  any  measures  dii'ected  to  the  re- 
medy of  the  evil  ought  to  be  accompanied 
by  some  strong  coercive  measure.  He  did 
believe  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
not  unwilling  to  receive  from  hon.  Members 
opposite  any  suggestion  that  would  under 
this  Bill  be  more  practically  useful  for  car- 
rying out  its  immediate  object.  In  the 
progress  of  that  Bill  through  the  other 
House  the  greatest  unanimity  prevailed  as 
to  the  desirableness  of  the  measure.  Since 
he  had  bad  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the 
House,  ho  had  felt  very  deeply  ou  the  sub- 
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ject  of  Ireland;  a  subject  on  which  it  was 
impossible  for  any  one  to  think  without  a 
consciousness  of  its  overpowering  weight 
and  difficulty.  He  cordially  concurred  in 
the  noble  sentiment  expressed  by  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  he 
for  one  would  never  join  in  makmg  Ire- 
land the  scene  of  a  party  conflict.  He 
hoped  earnestly  and  heartily,  that  those 
hon.  Qontlemen  on  that  (the  Ministerial) 
side  of  the  House,  who  bad  been  led  into 
what  he  believed  to  be  a  violation  of  the 
great  rule  of  justice  in  this  respect,  had 
been  misled  rather  by  the  heat  of  party 
struggles,  over  which  individually  they  had 
little  control,  rather  than  by  any  inten- 
tion to  do  anything  to  the  injury  of  Ireland. 
In  the  course  of  this  debate,  he  basted 
they  would  do  all  they  could  to  prevent  the 
opinion  from  being  entertained  out  of  doors, 
that  this  Bill  was  brought  forward  as  a 
measure  of  insult  and  injury  to  the  Irish 
people.  He  was  sure  the  strongest  oppo- 
nent of  Government  would  readily  adiait, 
that  since  they  came  into  office  they  had 
done  eveiytbing  in  their  power  to  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  that  country  with 
justice  and  moderation,  irrespective  of 
party  feeling.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
Were  determined  to  adopt  the  policy  of  go- 
verning Ireland  as  a  whole,  and  not  with 
reference  to  any  party,  how  powerful  soever 
that  party  might  be.  He  thought  the 
House  would  admit  the  difficulty  of  carry- 
ing out  such  a  course  of  policy.  If  he 
should  give  his  support  to  tiie  Bill,  it  was 
simply  because  he  regarded  it  as  a  mea- 
sure of  relief  intended  to  meet  an  imme- 
diate evil,  which  he  hoped  would  he  of  very 
short  continuance.  It  had  been  objected 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
that  the  Bill  failed  in  one  point,  namely, 
in  restricting  its  operations  to  the  night, 
although  it  was  well  known  that  a  conu- 
derable  number,  if  not  a  majority,  of  the 
crimes  which  it  was  intended  to  prevent, 
had  been  committed  in  the  daytime.  But 
the  great  object  of  this  Bill  was  detection; 
and  as  outrages  committed  during  the 
night  were  most  difficult  of  detection,  it 
was  of  importance  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  should  provide  especially  for  the 
apprehension  of  nightly  offenders.  It  was 
no  satisfactory  answer  to  say,  that  this  Bill 
would  be  inconveuient  to  innocent  personi^ 
in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  it  came  into 
operation.  It  was  impossible  to  conceive 
any  system  of  strong  restrictive  police  that 
would  not  ho  inconvenient  to  the  innocent 
as  well  as  the  guilty.     Grime  of  the  oha- 
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racter  commitbHl  in  Ireland  conld  only  be 
aradicated  bj  a  tneasure  of  this  nattu-e. 
Ho  hoped  it  would  have  the  effect  of  rais- 
ing  the  moral  character  of  the  people,  hj 
making  them  feel  the  expense  and  inconve- 
nience arising  from  criminality.  £e  was 
glad  to  find  that  the  original  proposition  to 
trmosport  ofienders  for  fifteen  years  had  been 
altered,  and  seven  years  substituted.  He 
did  not  think  that  the  punishment  of  trans- 
ponation  ought  to  be  inflicted  so  sum- 
marily as  the  Bill  now  provided,  and  he 
should,  therefore,  co-operate  with  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  for  the  Amendment  of 
that  clause.  It  was  most  important  that 
the  innocent  should  not  be  confounded  with 
tiie  guilty;  but  as  separating  them  at  all 
times  was  most  ^fficult  under  a  measure 
of  this  kind,  its  punishments  ought  not  to  be 
■evere.  Whatever  good  effects  might  be 
produced  by  this  measure,  be  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  consider  themselves 
thereby  exonerated  from  bringing  forward 
great  remedial  measures  for  Ireland.  He 
believed  no  English  Government  could  any 
longer  go  on  without  bringing  forward  re- 
medial measures  for  Ireland.  He  hoped 
they  would  approach  that  difficidt  task  in 
•ometbing  better  than  a  mere  parly  spirit. 
By  BO  doing  they  might  resolve  that  diffi- 
cult problem  of  legislating  satisfactorily  for 
Ireland,  and  wipe  out  that  great  stain  of 
English  history,  without  the  removal  of 
which  stain  tbcy  could  not  look  forward  to 
ft  btesBing  on  this  country. 

Hr.  D.  BROWNE  stated,  that  it  WAS 
matter  of  congratulation  to  every  Irish  re- 
presentative, and  particularly  to  those 
whose  political  opinions  were  identified 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  the 
people,  to  witness  the  calm  and  moderate 
tone  in  which  the  debate  hod  been  con- 
ducted, ihc  evident  change  in  the  feelings 
of  that  House  respecting  Irish  questions, 
and  to  see  that  the  dogmatism  with  which 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  wont  to 
^scuss  Irish  questions  had  been  aba 
doncd,  and  that  the  sentiments  of  those 
vhom  the  people  placed  confidence  were 
received  with  attention  and  consideration, 
even  by  Her  Majesty's  Hinisters.  How- 
ever, it  was  difficult  for  an  Irish  Member 
to  imitate  that  moderate  tone,  disposed 
though  he  might  be  to  do  so  ;  for  it  would 
be  acknowledged  by  all,  that  it  was  calcn- 
lated  to  excite  feelings  of  an  irritating  na- 
ture in  the  reflection  that  the  Constitution 
WBa  about  to  be  suapeuded  in  Ireland — that 
the  civil  and  national  liberties  of  the  pooplf 
wertf  about  b«iitg  diminuhed  and  disturbed 
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at  a  period  when  a  most  comprehenBiTo 
measure,  perhaps  the  fullest  that  could  be 
desired,  of  commercial  liberty,  was  being 
extended  to  England,  respecting  which,  if 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  not  willing  to 
make  great  sacrifices,  at  least  they  bad 
hazarded  a  great  risk  for  the  sole  benefit  of 
the  people  of  England.  It  should  be  matter 
painful  to  the  feelingsof  every  Britishcitizen, 
who  appreciated  the  prinleges  and  the  bles- 
sings of  the  free  institutions  of  this  countrr, 
especially  if  he  were  an  Irish  Member,  to 
find,  while  he  remained  here,  that  he  eould 
enjoy  those  privileges  undbturbed  and  un- 
impaired; but  that  the  moment  he  crossed 
the  Irish  Channel,  where  there  was  no  dif- 
ference as  to  the  extent  of  crime,  though 
there  certainly  was  in  its  character — for 
while  crimes  in  Ireland  were  caused  by  po- 
litical grievances,  the  redress  of  which 
grievances  would  be  the  prevention  of  those 
crimes — crimes  in  England  arose  <mt  of 
the  morbid  passions  of  the  people,  indivi- 
dualized in  a  thousand  ways  which  no 
legislative  treatment  could  reach,  inasmuch 
as  the  aggregate  of  crime,  especially  of 
murder,  sprung  from  a  thoosand  cauaea 
the  variety  of  the  idiosyncraeies  of  moral 
guilt — must  it  not  be  punful  to  any  Irish 
representative,  with  such  a  state  of  things, 
to  find  that  the  moment  he  trod  upon  the 
soil  of  bis  country,  the  free  privileges  of 
the  British  Constitution  were  no  longer 
sacred  and  inviolate — that  he  left  a  land  of 
freedom  to  occupy  a  country  in  a  worae 
condition  than  a  penal  settlement — worae, 
he  repeated,  for  when  punishment  termi- 
nated in  a  penal  settlement,  the  fullest  en- 
joyment of  constitutional  freedom  com- 
menced :  that  he  was  destined  to  a  country 
where  every  man's  dwelling-bouie  wos  his 
prison — where  his  sleep  might  bo  broken 
at  any  moment,  and  the  sanctuary  of  his 
home  violated  by  those  emissaries  of  the 
law  who,  he  should  prove  hereafter,  were 
not  very  scrupulous  in  the  discharge  of 
their  unenviable  duties,  and  dependent 
upon  whoso  evidence  and  hmiesty  there 
was  little  protection  for  the  Uvea  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  He  now  came  to  the 
question  before  the  House.  It  shonld  be 
aoknowledged  by  all — and  nobody  regretted 
it  more  than  ho  did — that  there  existed 
unhappily  at  the  present  moment  in  Ire- 
land, predial  excitement  of  a  most  danger- 
ous character  under  a  formidable  combi- 
nation in  many  counties,  and  that  it  was 
quite  incompatible  with  the  well-being  of 
society.  But  then  the  'question  was, 
whether  that  pnsdial  vxehement  was  to  ba 
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KTTested  by  the  itrong  arm  of  the  Uw — 
whether  the  strong  um  of  the  Uw  could 
arrest  it— or  whether  it  was  to  be  allayed 
bj  the  more  soothing  treatment  of  rome- 
dial  meaiures,  and  a  more  concihatory 
and  national  policy  in  Hia  administration  of 
the  Government  of  the  country  ?  This 
brought  him  to  the  consideration  Trhether 
those  evils  had  arisen  out  of  the  maladmi- 
tustra^noftheGovemment  of  Ireland,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  higher  classcB  and  the 
landlords,  or  from  the  naturally  had  paa- 
sions  and  insabordinate  spirit  of  the  people 
of  the  country.  If  the  two  former  were 
the  oRusea,  ike  remedy  was  obviona — a 
change  in  the  administration  of  the  law, 
and  the  applicaUon  of  legislation  to,  and  a 
wholesome  restraint,  so  far  as  it  could  b« 
constitutionally  ezeroiaed,  upon,  die  con- 
duct of  the  landlords.  He  should  not  go 
back  to  the  period  before  the  Union.  He 
should  not  revert  to  those  revolting  seenes 
which  defaced  the  history  of  Irehmd  ;  no, 
let  them  be  buried  in  oblivion.  It  was 
better  it  shonld  be  bo,  for  the  sake  of 
peace,  for  the  sake  of  good-wUl,  for  the 
aake  of  that  mutual  confidence  which  the 
remembrance  of  rankling  injuries  would  be 
calculated  to  disturb,  and  upon  which  con- 
fidence depended  the  prosperity  and  per- 
manent happiness  of  the  country.  Bat 
einee  the  Dnion,  though  the  rule  of  Eng- 
land was  of  a  milder  and  a  less  barbarous 
character,  more  in  accordance  with  the 
spread  of  civihzation,  and  the  moral  duties 
ajid  obligations  of  a  more  tolerant  intorpre- 
tation  of  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  ;  yet 
the  acta  of  the  Bxecutive  still  contbued 
rigorous,  shamefnlly  partial  and  one-sided; 
■uspeoted,  in  the  exercise  of  its  highest 
fuocttons  even  on  the  Bench,  under  its 
most  sacred  obligations  ;  and  the  same 
system  of  class  legislation  was  adopted 
which  for  centuries  was  found  to  be  the 
bane  of  Ireland;  which  governed  for  a 
party  and  not  for  a  people  ;  which  ranged 
Catholic  against  Protestant,  and  Protest- 
ant against  CathoUc,  till  in  the  struggle 
for  ascendancy  on  the  one  hand,  and  equa- 
lity on  the  oUier,  they  forgot  they  had  a 
country,  to  the  development  of  whose  vast 
resources,  material  and  intellectual,  if  their 
vast  united  energies  had  been  directed, 
thera  would  be  infinitely  greater  power, 
benefit,  and  lionour,  even  to  the  ascendant 
party,  than  from  the  miserable  monopolies 
and  despicable  domination  for  which  they 
had  been  contending — that  class  legisla- 
tion which  was  based  upon  the  blind'  and 
mistaken  policy,  that  a  great  aoclol  or  po- 
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liticol  eystem,  or  any  system  of  uniform 
Government,  could  be  raised  up  out  of  the 
paltry  materials  which  a  miserable  section 
of  a  party  could  afford;  and  that  the  great- 
ness and  Btability  of  the  one,  and  the  secu- 
rity of  the  other,  were  not  to  be  dependent 
upon  the  vast  materials  and  their  greatest 
variety  of  the  universal  nation,  whidi  would 
he  found  so  plastic  to  the  hands  of  a 
statesman,  if  there  were  a  great  design  of 
wise  and  beneficent  government  cotkducted 
with  hberality  and  grace.  What  was  the 
nature  of  their  legislation  since  the  Union  ? 
After  a  solemn  promise  between  the  Minis- 
ter of  that  day  and  the  Catholic  people  of 
Ireland,  that  emancipation  would  ha  im- 
mediately granted,  if  they  did  not  resist 
the  Union — were  not  the  doors  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  closed  against  the 
Boman  Catholics  for  twenty-nine  years? 
And  when  they  got  Catholic  Emancipation 
—when  the  Legislature  gave  them  a  right 
to  enjoy  certain  privileges — were  they  not 
shut  out  from  the  enjoyment  of  them  by 
every  Govenmient  of  the  day  j  They 
were  showed  lofty  positions,  which  ihej 
were  told  they  could  oooupy  ;  but  the 
ladder  by  which  they  could  climb — die 
goodwill  and  patronage  of  the  Executive- 
was  denied  them.  They  had  a  right  to 
benefit,  but  an  exclusion  from  benefit. 
They  had  perfect  equaUty  upon  the  Statute- 
book  of  England,  but  inequaUty  in  the 
Castle  of  Dublin,  which  was  proved  in 
every  act  of  its  administrative  capacity, 
whether  it  ralated  to  power,  patronage,  or 
even  to  pardon  and  punishment.  Then 
th^  had  the  Church  grievance  oontinned, 
with  all  its  indispensable  abuses  unabated, 
until  within  the  last  few  years,  Here, 
however,  he  might  take  the  opportunity  of 
alluding  to  words  spoken  in  some  place 
which  tike  infirmity  of  his  House  of  Com- 
mons' recollec^on  would  not  allow  him  to 
mention.  It  hod  been  remarked,  that  in 
consequence  of  a  solemn  compact  at  the 
Union,  the  temporalities  of  the  Protestant 
Church  in  Ireland  could  not  be  touched. 
Why,  they  had  been  touched  several  times 
■inoe  the  Union,  and  especially  by  Lord 
Stanley,  whose  Bill  flew  at  no  vulgar  game, 
but  took  down  bishops  at  every  swoop 
with  OS  httle  respect  as  if  they  were  Sikhs, 
or  Affghans,  or  meri  Hibernid  in  olden 
time,  or  even  Polish  noblemen  of  the  pre- 
eent  day.  But  what  was  the  abstract 
character  of  auch  a  policy.  Did  the  noble 
Duke  mean  to  say  that  one  race  of  men 
could  make  laws  bmding  on  another — that 
the   hmnw    ioatitntiwii  of   t' 
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day,  which   were  fiDite,  would  remoia  for  t«beoutofdoonfronnun»rttoMuiri8e.    In  ISO? 

ever    applicable    to   a    people   who  were  iJiKt'T-'Ti? 't''''"*''?'!^?^'^"^' ?»,,T* 

.  , ' '  .     .  I,     f  1  .  till  tha  cloKi  of  the  Scmiod  of  1810.     In  1811  the 

eternal—  0  a  stretch  of  ages  jet  to  come,  i„,„rreoli(.Ti  Act  w..  ™pwed  ;  it  ™»  c<,>.tmu<!d 

ADd,    perhaps,     of    natiODB^   yet    unnum-  in  1815,  ISie,  and  1817.    In  1823  it  wa«  «B»in 

bered.      Were  they   to  see  in  Ireland   the  reTired.  and  contioaed  daring  the  jean  lij^3, 

progrcBS  of  science  stimulated  by  the  Go-  isai,  and  1835.    (n  1825.  the  tomporuT  Act  in. 

«n.n.entofthe  d.y~and  the  prefennent  \^:f^^ ,%:^^ZZ^!Z^  I'Zt 

ofthatdiBtmguishedCatholicgentlemaii,Dr.  tion,  wm  paswd.    It  continaed  during  1826  and 

Kane,  was  a  dispoaition  to  do  BO,  besides  also  1637,  and  cipirod  in  1838.     In  1839  a  new  Act 

the    difltinction  which  they  conferred   the  *"  obtained  to  supprew  the  Rornao  Catbolic  A«- 

Other  day  upon  another  Catholic  gentleman,  •«■'"'''>■'-" 

Dr.  Corrigan,  the  moat  eloquent  lecturer,  First,  he  proposed  consideting  how  those 
perhaps,  in  the  world,  on  Materia  Medico  measures  were  calculated  to  act  upon  iho 
—were  they  to  see  the  progress  of  science  popular  mind.  They  had  for  fifteen  or 
in  Ireland  meet  with  reward  and  honour,  sixteen  years,  out  of  twenty-oigbt,  laws,  for 
while  the  noblest  of  all  sciences  —  the  all  the  time,  more  or  leas  oppressive  ;  some 
Boiencc  of  legislation — was  to  remain  sta-  trouchinguponthe  first  principles  of  liberty, 
tionary  and  unimproved  ?  Were  the  peo-  all  interfering  with  the  right  of  petition  and 
^e  of  England  to  see  the  merchandise  of  the  freedom  of  discussion.  The  great  char- 
England,  with  all  its  new  inventions,  borne,  tere  of  British  liberty.  Trial  by  Jury  and 
as  it  would  be  under  thg  new  Tariff  regu-  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  were  suspended. 
lationR,  over  the  waters  of  the  world  with  Absolute  power  was  given  to  the  Lord 
a  rapidity  almost  increasing  with  the  pro-  Lieutenant  to  place  the  country  out  of  the 
grees  of  time,  while  the  macliincry  of  Irish  pale  of  the  Constitution.  To  be  seen  out 
legislation  was  to  be  lumbering  on  in  all  at  certain  hours  of  the  night  was  made  a 
the  dulnesa  of  its  staid  antiquity  ?  And  transportable  offence,  a  principle  most  dan- 
were  the  people  of  Ireland  to  sit  down  con-  gerous  to  freedom,  giving  to  crime  a  rcla- 
tent  in  the  old  family  coach  of  Tory  or  tive,  and  not  a  posibve  character — making 
even  of  Whig  finality,  while  England  and  criminality  depend,  not  upon  the  overt  act, 
every  other  nation  of  the  world  was  passing  the  intent  or  animus,  but  upon  a  questiou 
them  by  with  the  railroad  speed  of  legislo-  of  time — making  what  was  innocent  this 
don,  casting  the  dust  of  reform  in  their  moment  criminal  the  next ;  in  fact,  having 
eyes  ?  He  next  alluded  to  the  coercive  the  conduct  of  the  people,  in  its  legal  re- 
measures  passed  towards  Ireland  since  the  sponsibillty,  vacillating  between  innocence 
Union,  and  he  thought  he  should  show  and  guilt,  according  to  the  curfew  regula- 
ihat,  while  they  had  the  same  objects  tha  tions  of  the  Bill  now  before  the  House, 
life  and  property  protective  measures  seem-  Could  they,  therefore,  expect  there  could 
ed  to  have,  they  wore  perfectly  inefficacious  be  tranquillity  and  order  imder  such  a  state 
in  fulfilling  their  objects.  Let  them  just  of  things  ?  Could  thoy  expect  content- 
coosider  tne  coercive  measures  enacted  mentf  Would  not  the  Irish  people  be  more 
from  the  Union  to  1829.  He  found  those  or  less  than  human  if  they  were  satisfied  1 
Acts  so  well  arranged  in  a  speech  deUvered  Would  they  not  be  more  or  less  than  human 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  ifthey  were  well  affected,  under  such  a  stale 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  quoted  of  things,  to  theGovemment  of  the  country! 
elsewhere,  that  he  made  no  apology  to  the  Was  not  the  excitement  more  to  be  attri- 
House  for  reading  an  extract : —  buted  to  the  Government  of  England,  than 
"  In  1800  wa  find  the  Uabea*  Corpoi  Act  toa-  to  the  nationally  evil  passions  of  the  peo- 
praded,  and  the  Act  for  the  SupprtMion  of  R«bel-  pie  *      What,  let  them  inquire,  were  those 

fcS,'l  ^v°-    JE  '^"^  -^^  "r,QT,''?r^-    ^  "««'«  measures  intended  to  effect  ;  and 

1803, 1  believe,  they  eipired.    In  1803,  the  iniur-  .,  ,  ,  .  .  ^  ',    . 

Mction  for  which  Eimnrt  wflbred  broke  ont.  Lord  ^'>"  ^■^'''S  successful  m  carrying  out  their 

Kilwardin  wai  murdered  \,j  a  sarafs  mob,  and  object?     They  were   mtended  to   accom- 

both  Acu  of  Parliament  were  renewed.     In  1804  phsh  the  same  objeeta  as  the  present  Bill, 

they  were  eontinued.   In  1808  the  west  and  Muth  ^^d  they  were  signally  unsuccessful.      In 

![]^'*7rir'""«Iir^^h"''?Ji''i''''  Ibose  days,  he  should  demonstrate  by  re- 

was  with  difficulty  auppresaed  by  the  HTereit  en-  /     .v      j  i.    .  r  .l   .  ii 

Ibroement  of  the  onlinary  Uw.    In  1807,  in  conao-  feronce  to  the  debates  of  that  House,  as 

fuence   chiefly  of  the  diurdon  which  bad  pre-  well  as  in  the  present,  the  great  excitement 

vailed  in  18Ue,  the  Act  called  tbe  IniurrecCion  affecting  the  peace  of  society  was  of  a  prn- 

Art  ™  introduced.     It  gave  power  to  the  Lord  dial  charuoter  relating  to  land.  Its  burdens 
LMoleDant  lo  place  any  diatnct.  by  proclBmBlLon.  ,  ■  e  .v 

outofthepaleoftheotditiarrlsw     It.n«p™ded  and  occupancy  m  one  fonn  or  another ;   no 

tiUl  J^joTj.  and  i^'A-  it  a  tnniportable  irffenoa  matter  whether  it  affected  the   people  in 
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the  sb&pe  of  titbes,  or  rack-rent,  or  the 
precarious  tenure  of  laod.  And,  here,  he 
might  take  the  liberty  of  rematlting,  differ- 
ing as  he  did  in  opinion  from  others,  that 
this  ^rarian  excitement  never  bad  much 
connexion  irith  political  agitation  ;  and,  at 
the  present  moment,  it  hod  none.  Political 
agitation  had  never  been  dangerous  to  the 
well-bebg  of  society.  It  had  always,  since 
the  Union,  inculcated  obedience  to  the  lans; 
and  the  danger  had  always  arisen  when 
the  law  had  endeavoured  to  suppreM  it,  as 
in  the  instance  of  the  State  Trials  the  other 
day ;  and  the  people  had  not  had  recourse 
to  lawlessness  until  they  were  prevented 
seeking  a  redress  of  their  grievances  in  a 
constitutional  way.  One,  to  use  an  illus- 
tration, was  a  brig-ht  light  that  pointed  out, 
in  the  noontide  of  freedom,  the  way  to  ra- 
tional liberty ;  the  other  was  a  smouldering 
fire,  slacked  from  the  pnblic  view,  which, 
during  a  period  of  coercion,  in  the  darkness 
of  despondency  and  despair,  ever  homed 
with  lurid  malignity,  avoiding,  with  t^ti 
/atmu  power,  the  vigilance  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  all  those  Coercion  Bills  were 
to  suppress  this  predial  excitement.  He 
should  quote,  in  corroboration  of  his  state- 
ment, from  the  speeches  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  day,  who  all,  by  the  way,  commenced  by 
expressing,  as  did  the  righthon.  Baronet  the 
Secretaty  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, their  regret,  and  how  much  it  was 
their  painful  duty,  to  introduce  such  mea- 
sures. Lord  Castlereagh,  in  the  year  1800, 
in  proposing  the  Bill  for  the  Suppression  of 
Rebetlion,  talked,  as  did  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, of  the  extent  of  outrages.  Thirty- 
four  men,  he  said,  in  reference  to  Ireland, 
were  condemned  to  death  a  few  months 
preriousty;  207  were  tried;  and  al!  the 
crimes  were  levelled  against  property. 
Mr.  Secretnry  Yorke  in  1805  used  similar 
language;  and  in  the  year  1814  Viscoant 
Sidmonth,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  intro- 
ducing the  Irish  Peace  Preservation  Bill, 
■aid— 

"  He  regretted  to  have  to  introduce  niah  a  Bill" 
— 10  fiv  Agreeing  with  ths  right  hon.  Baroaet 
tb*  Home  Secretaij.  "  There  were,  howeirer, 
diitiieti  in  Ireland  where  luoh  m  ■jitem  of  tei^ 
Tor  and  outrage  prevsiled,  u  to  (top  the  sdmi- 
niitrstion  of  juiticc,  ind  Buipeod  the  flinc- 
tioDi  of  the  county  nugtitraleii.  Sonietimei  a 
tDSD  wai  told  that  a  certain  rent  should  be 
given,  sod  those  who  dared  to  give  a  hi^ier 
rent  were  expend  te  the  dreuUdl  pouiihrnant 
'cording,'  uid  at  other  time*  guch  penona 
It  of  death." 


Then  they  had  the  exact  state  of  things 
communed  of  at  preseut;  proceeding  frimi 
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the  very  same  cause  which  existed  at  pre- 
sent— Uie  competition  for  land,  creating  ex- 
orbitant rents — no  check  to  that  competi- 
tion in  the  farmers'  high  feeling  and  bsne- 
volence  of  the  landlords;  and  consequently 
an  appeal  to  the  wild  equity  of  village  law; 
which  he  feared  would  end,  if  there  were 
not  some  remedial  measures,  in  the  horrors 
of  a  social  war.  Again,  they  had  in  1832, 
the  £arl  of  Liverpool  "  coming  forward 
with  deepest  regret  to  propose  another 
measure  of  coercion."  The  noble  Lord 
aUted — 

"  With  respect  to  the  stato  of  Ireland,  there 
wu  nothing  political  in  the  nature  of  the  pre- 
sent diiturboncei.  That  wni  ■  fact  whidh  could 
not  be  disputed.  The  disorders  did  not  arise 
from  discontent  connected  with  popular  cbudcb, 
or  fi-om  a  epirit  of  hostility  to  the  GoTemment. 
Tbey  had,  Indeed,  no  political  object  in  view. 
Their  object  appeared  to  be  much  deeper  in  the 
framevorli  of  society.  It  was  impossible  not  t« 
see  that  it  iras  not  solely  directed  against  cer- 
tain property,  and  the  lives  of  the  ownen  of 
such  property." 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  stated  in  the 
other  Houae^ 

"That  the  object  of  the  disturbance  was  to 
put  down  all  law — to  diapon  of  all  property — 
eTerything  was  to  be  rogiilated  oocording  to  the 
unknown  system  of  some  invisible  Govcmment  to 
deeids  how  gentlemen  were  to  lot  thoir  lands,  and 
if  tbey  wero  to  let  them  at  oU." 

Therefore,  it  was  erident  that  this  present 
agrarian  excitement  arose  from  grievancea 
of  long  standing  and  deeply  rooted  tn  the 
■oil  of  Ireland;  and  it  was  quite  plain, 
ftom  the  constant  repetition  of  those  coer- 
cive measures,  how  ineffectual  they  hod 
been  to  put  it  down.  He  £rmly  believed 
that  the  measure  before  the  House  would 
not  have  the  desired  effect.  He  would 
vote  for  a  more  stringent  measure  if  he 
thought  it  would  be  successful;  but  from 
the  Bill  he  thought  the  most  disastroua 
consequences  would  ensue.  It  would  add 
fuel  to  the  flames,  for  he  considered  there 
was  in  Ireland  a  disregard  of  hfo  amongst 
the  discontented,  great,  indeed,  in  compa- 
rison with  their  sullen  determination  to  re- 
sist what  they  believed  to  he  injustice. 
Doing  justice  was  the  only  cure  for  the 
evil.  It  was  the  only  sure  foundation  on 
which  they  could  erect  the  edifice  of  social 
happiness  and  efficient  government.  Com- 
pel the  landlords  to  do  their  duty;  and  let 
the  people,  who  have  no  security  in  their 
present  condition,  or  who  could  find  no  re- 
dress from  their  natural  protectors,  obtain 
it  from  the  Constitution  of  England.  He 
next  wished  to  offer  a  few  observations  on 
the  system  of  espionage  in  Irotand,  to  which 
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he  had  incidentallv  alluded  before.  That 
ijstcm  was  carried  on  to  a  fearful  extent. 
The  police,  in  some  instances,  concealed 
arms  in  the  houses  of  those  they  wished  to 
eonvict;  secreted  Ribbon  documents  about 
their  persons,  and  instigated  armed  partiea 
to  attack  houses  in  order  to  fix  the  guilt 
upon  others,  and  to  gain  far  themselTos 
promotion  and  reward.  Several  spies  of 
the  police  conspired  to  murder  the  coach- 
man of  Lord  Dunravea,  in  order,  after  that 
foul  act  was  committed,  to  fix  the  guilt  on 
ten  innocent  victims.  What  could  he  more 
horrible  or  atrocious  ?  Projecting  a  double 
murder,  in  which  they  would  he  the  execu- 
tioners in  the  one  instance,  and  the  law  in 
the  other.  The;  also  designed  and  set  a 
train  for  the  purpose  of  burning  the  church 
ofAdare,  in  the  countj  Limerick.  If  that 
vile  plot  had  not  been  discovered,  and  if 
those  innocent  men  hod  been  brought  to 
trial  andconviction— and  perhaps  there  were 
many  similarly  circumstances  in  the  cate- 
gory of  crime  road  by  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net—how hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
ndo  would  rail  at  Irish  barbarism,  and 
raise  up  their  eyes  in  pious  horror  at  this 
sacrilege  of  the  Church;  and,  apostrophis- 
ioE  Lord  Dunraren,  state,  "  that  no  Irish 
nooleman  ever  lived  upon  his  property 
under  such  a  state  of  things;"  and  how  the 
noble  Member  for  Lynn  (Lord  G.  Ben- 
tinek),  storming  in  his  place,  would  apply 
erery  opprobrious  and  degrading  epithet  to 
Irishmen  which  the  vocabulary  of  abuse 
oould  suggest.  But  the  noble  Lord  the 
leader  of  the  protectionist  party  quoted  the 
other  night  a  case  of  aggression,  where  an 
old  lady  was  attacked.  Ue  (Mr.  Browne) 
eould  read  him  twenty  cases  of  the  murder 
iS.  women  in  England  in  the  year  184u,  a 
season  of  unprecedented  prosperity.  If 
■uch  crimes  could  occur  at  such  a  time, 
what  would  he  the  state  of  England  !  llow 
fearful  it  was  to  contemplate  the  contin- 
gency if  bad  government  had  reduced  Eng- 
lishmen to  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  1  Let  the  noble  Lord  hear  the  ca- 
talogue of  English  crimes,  and  ponder  well 
upon  it.  The  hon.  Member  having  read  a 
list  of  upwards  of  twenty  murders  com- 
mitted upon  females  in  England  during  the 
past  year,  proceeded  to  observe,  that  such 
was  a  statement  of  cold-blooded  English 
murders  perpetrated  on  helpless  women. 
But  the  statement  was  received  with  little 
horror  in  that  House,  compared  vrith  the 
statement  of  the  single  murder  of  an  un- 
protected lady  in  Ireland.  What  was  the 
jmrson  \    Bwaiise  they  were  aoenstcmed 


to  such  things  in  England,  and  they  were 
no  novelty  to  Englishmen.  The  noble 
Lord  appUed  the  tonus  "  ruffians,"  "  cold- 
blooded murderers,"  he.,  to  his  (Mr. 
Browne's)  countrymen.  He  (Mr.  Browne) 
would  read  for  the  noble  Lord  the  deedu 
committed  by  Englishmen  in  England 
during  the  ten  months  of  the  year  already 
expired.  Having  read  a  long  list  of  atro- 
cities alleged  to  have  been  committed  in 
England  within  the  last  few  months — I 
have  now  (conUnued  the  hon.  Member) 
almost  concluded.  1  have  endeavoured  to 
show  that  bod  government  in  Irelimd  has 
been  the  cause  of  crime — that  coercion  for 
nearly  half  a  century  has  been  tried  in  vain 
— and  that  the  people  have  been  almost  uni- 
formlyexcitedbytliesamecauses;  havesuf- 
fered  from  the  same  grievances  which  you 
hitherto  have  not  tried  to  redress.  For  the 
sake  of  the  peace  of  Ireland  give  up  coer- 
cion, and  try  the  new  remedy — a  redress  of 
grievances.  Particularly  would  I  address 
myself  to  the  right  hou.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  who  I 
feel  is  well  disposed  towards  my  country, 
to  ask  his  own  heart  what  is  most  wanting. 
Let  him  see  the  anomalous  condidon  of  the 
people — poverty  almost  unexampled  in  the 
history  of  any  country.  Whole  millions 
are  dnuned  from  the  countiy  by  hearUcss 
absentees;  the  granaries  of  our  country, 
bursting  with  their  contents,  while  the  peo- 
ple, in  abject  wrctcheduees,  are  claiming  a 
miserable  pittance  from  the  stronger;  our 
flacks,  and  droves,  and  herds  ionumerable, 
driven  to  another  land,  to  swell  the  absen- 
tee tribute,  while  the  unfortunate  peasantry 
are  at  the  present  moment  endeavouring — 
to  use  the  phrase  of  the  Poor  Law  Cemmia- 
sioners — tu  "keep  a  grip  of  life."  Let 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  look  to  the  state  of 
the  Irish  metropolis.  Even  the  prestige  of 
our  former  greatness  gone;  the  houses  of 
our  nobility  desecrated  to  mean  and  lowly 
purposes — her  streets  deserted — her  shop- 
keepers bankrupt— her  Custom-house  a 
depot  for  English  merchandise — her  Ex- 
change a  mockery — ^her  Bank  a  monopoly 
— and  her  Castle,  as  it  will  be,  under  thu 
Bill,  a  despotism.  Let  him  reflect  upon 
these  things,  and  apply  the  real  remedy, 
and  abandon  coercion.  Above  all,  let  hun 
show  to  the  Irish  people  a  good  intention  of 
impartial  government.  Let  him  nnite— to 
use  langu^e  I  have  heard  before— the 
science  of  Watt  with  the  policy  of  the  son 
of  Chatham— iot  him  encourage  the  intro- 
duction of  capital  into  Ireland— the  sure 
foundation  of  politick  p«aoe  and  cosunar< 
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dal  pmperity,  and  he  vill  behold  a  glo- 
riouB  consuntroation,  which  will  add  another 
laurel  to  the  reputation  of  a  name  which 
then  indeed  will  become  immortal.  The 
Amendment  proposed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Cork  merits  my  wann- 
est approbation,  and  I  ahall  deem  it  my 
duty  to  record  my  yote  in  ita  &Tour, 
and  against  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill. 

VisoouHT  MORPETH:  Though  I  have 
almost  less  than  any  of  those  around  me 
ehared  in  the  late  aiscuasions  on  the  sub- 
ject before  the  House,  yet  the  frequent  and 
active  part  I  was  formerly  called  on  to  take 
in  a  public  and  official  capacity  connected 
irith  Ireland,  will,  I  hope,  serve  aa  an  ex- 
cuse for  my  intrusion  for  a  short  period  on 
this  debate.  I  say  for  a  short  period,  for 
many  reasons.  On  the  general  political 
views  applicable  to  Ireland,  I  have  no  wish 
to  add  anything  to  what  was  so  forcibly 
stated  the  other  night  by  my  noble  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  city  of  London.  In 
the  next  place,  the  present  state  of  the 
public  buHineas  (which  I  have  already  had 
an  opportunity  of  referring  to  this  evening) 
makes  me  wish  to  avoid  any  course  wbicb 
may  unnecessarily  protract  the  farther  pro- 
greasof  the  measures  now  before  the  House; 
but  most  of  all — and  it  is  the  main  reauni 
which  induces  me  to  speak  at  all— because 
mypreviouB  experience  in  the  administration 
of  Irish  affairs  makes  me  feel  considerable 
caution  and  diffidence  in  all  I  might  wish 
to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
From  my  own  recoUection  of  what  I  expe- 
rienced, I  am  too  sensible  of  the  great 
difficulties  of  those  who  have  to  administer 
die  Government,  ever  to  wish  lightly,  or 
without  the  gravest  reasons,  to  obstruct  or 
embarrass  those  now  charged  with  the  same 
respoosilnlities;  and,  further,  my  vivid  im- 
pression of  the  anxiety  with  which  any  un- 
usual case  of  outrage,  or  of  any  added  inse- 
curity to  property  or  life,  falls  on  the  per- 
son on  whom  the  duty  devolves  of  coun- 
teracting, and,  if  poSBible,  preventing  such 
occurrenoeB,  would  make  me  naturally 
shrink  from  impeding  measures  which  the 
Executive  authority  at  any  time  may  bring 
forward,  backed  by  the  evidence  of  facts 
■tated  on  the  responsibility  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  cannot  efface  from  my  memory 
the  recollection  which  such  a  murder  ai 
that  of  the  late  Lord  Norbnry  excited  ii 
my  mind,  I  do  not  allude  to  that  occur 
rence  as  if  the  rank  of  the  murdered  person 
ought  to  produce  any  difference  of  sympa- 
thy, but  because  it  happened  to  be,  while 
I  held  office,  among  the  first  of  that  imae- 


lountahle  sflrias  of  offences  caused  by  no 
provocation,  and  attended  by  no  clue.  And 
in  the  face  of  such  things,  while  the  evil 
lasts  and  the  danger  continues — though  I 
am  willing  and  anxious  to  lunlt  the  period 
of  the  penalties  strictly  to  the  period  of  the 
exigency — though  I  admit  it  would  be  pre- 
ferable that  measures  of  permanent  redress 
and  conciliation  should  be  brought  in, 
either  antecedently  or  conconutantly  with 
any  measures  of  harshness  and  severity, 
id  though  I  reserve  to  mvsetf  the  power 
canvassing  all  the  details  of  this  Bill — 
yet  I  caimot  take  on  myself  the  responsi- 
bility of  refusing  to  entertain,  at  least,  the 
proposition  for  giving,  for  a  very  limited 
time  to  the  Qneen'a  Government  some,  at 
least,  of  those  powers  which  they  allege  to 
be  essential  to  the  safety  of  human  hfe  in 
Ireland.  On  former  occasions,  I  was  not 
restrained  from  bearing  my  testimony  to 
what  I  consider  tbe  many  shining  qualities 
of  the  Irish  character.  I  have  not  refrained 
— when  itwas  calculated  to  give  offence,  and 
give  offence — to  institute  a  favourable 
contrast  in  some  points  between  the  people 
of  Ireland  and  even  my  own  conntrymen  ; 
and  now,  too,  when  I  feel  colled  on  to 
give  a  vote  not  in  unison  with  that  of  those 
representatives  in  whom  the  Irish  people 
place  most  confidence — when  I  feel  called 
on  most  reluctantly  to  join  in  legislation 
intended  to  subdue  the  prevalence  of  Irish 
crime — I  am  qnite  as  ready,  and  more 
ready  to  allow  tnat  in  many  points,  in  ho- 
nesty of  dealing  between  man  and  man, 
and  in  patient  resignation  under  almost 
intolerable  want  and  privations,  there  is  a 
conspicuous  pre-eminence  of  Irish  virtue 
probably  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  na- 
tion. Hy  hon.  Friend  who  has  just  con- 
cluded his  speech  dwelt  vrith  much  force 
on  the  number  and  atrocity  of  the  crimes 
committed  in  England.  I  am  ready  to  ad- 
mit that  it  may  be  quite  easy  to  pick  out 
of  the  annals  of  crime  atrocities  committed 
in  this  country  equal  to  any  committed  in 
Ireland ;  exceeding  them  in  wantonness, 
and — not  in  tbe  absence  of  any  palliation, 
for  I  will  not  use  that  word  in  reference  to 


ber  as  the  system  of  Irish  crime — the  sys- 
tem of  combination,  and  the  consequences 
it  entails  in  spreading  abroad  a  geueral 
feeling  of  insecurity,  comprehending  all 
classes,  from  the  highest  down  to  those 
who  socially  arc  the  most  destitute  and  un- 
protected— which  seems  to  me  to  coll  for 
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ail  the  franchises  of  Ireland — making  al- 
lowancea  for  an;  adaptation  to  special  cir- 
cumstances which  might  be  deemed  requi- 
site— ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same  basJa 
as  those  of  England  and  Scotland.  We 
introduced  and  carried  an  Irish  Poor  Law; 
and  1  still  think  that  the  relations  between 
the  Irish  poverty  and  Irish  property  would 
be  benefited  by  further  adjustment.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  measure  most  called 
for  in  the  present  state  of  Ireland  is  a 
law  regulating  the  relations  of  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant  in  that  country.  Most  cor- 
dially do  I  hope  that  the  measure  which,  as 
I  nnderstond,  is  contemplated  by  Her  Mo- 
Jesty's  Government  on  this  subject,  may  be 
found,  on  its  introduction  to  the  House,  to 
have  been  framed  in  a  wise  and  a  consi- 
derate spirit,  and  calculated  to  effect  its 
desu^  object.  I  cannot  dissemble  my 
opinion  that  the  vast  tracts  of  waste  lands 
and  bogs  in  that  country  might,  by  some 
judicious  measure,  he  made  much  more 
available  than  they  have  ever  been  as  yet, 
in  augmenting  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try and  improving  the  condition  of  the 
people.  It  is  true  that  we  did  not  propose 
any  such  measure  ourselves,  nor  am  I  now 
prepared  with  the  details  of  any  plan  to 
carry  out  that  object ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  where,  on  the  one  hand,  you  have  such 
a  vast  area  of  ground  lying  untenanted  and 
untillad,  and,  on  the  oOier  hand,  masses  of 
people  living  on  one  spot  of  soil,  in  indigence 
and  want,  without  the  means  of  tunung  to 
any  productive  employment  the  strength 
which  God  has  given  them,  that  we  might 
devise  some  method  of  bringing  toge^er 
those  two  great  elements  of  improvement, 
the  land  and  the  labour,  and  turning  them  to 
great  account.  Let  me,  before  I  conclude, 
express  one  more  hope  with  respect  to  the 
Bill  itself.  Whatever  may  be  the  period  at 
which  this  Bill  will  pass  the  Grst  reading, 
much  time  must  elapse  before  it  can  pass 
tlirough  Committee  and  its  subsequent 
stages.  If,  during  the  period  which  must 
intervene,  any  material  improvement  should 
take  place,  and  crime  in  Ireland  should 
diminish,  if  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary 
powers  of  the  law,  if  the  exertions  of  the 
military  and  police — never  henoeforth  to 


some  intervention  on  the  part  of  the  Legis- 
lature. I  was  struck — I  could  not  fail  to 
bo  struck — with  the  fact  which  was  so  im- 
prOHsivcly  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Geutie- 
man  the  Secretary  at  War  in  the  course  of 
his  speech.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
that  it  was  not  bo  much  the  number  of  ac- 
tual murders  and  assaults,  as  the  number  of 
threatening  notices  and  letters,  which  was 
to  be  regarded.  No  less  than  3,520  of  those 
threatening  notices  were  sent  throughout  the 
country  in  eighteen  months.  What  was 
one  of  those  notices  but  a  sword  hanging 
over  the  head  of  him  to  whom  it  was  sent, 
depriving  him  of  his  peace  of  mind,  placing 
him  in  a  state  of  terror  by  night  and  by  day, 
and  makng  his  whole  life  a  fear  and  a 
misery  ?  Whether  or  not  this  measure 
will  be  eiTectual  to  repress  sucb  crimes,  is 
another  question.  I  certainly  do  entertain 
great  doubts  whether  it  will  answer  the 
end  proposed,  and  I  believe  that  many  of 
its  provisions  are  inadequate  to  reach  those 
evils.  But  I  say,  then,  let  us  consider 
them  ill  Committee  ;  for  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  I  dare  not  refuse  to  consider  what 
steps  should  be  taken  to  terminate  such  a 
condition  of  affairs.  With  reference  to  the 
general  policy  on  which  Ireland  should  be 
governed,  I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  most 
men  in  the  advocacy  of  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy  for  Ireland.  When  I  acted 
in  conjunction  with  my  hon.  Friends  around 
mc,  as  ouo  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and 
was  a  party,  and  not  a  backward  party,  to 
the  preparation  and  introdnction  of  the 
memorable  Appropriation  Clause,  as  it  was 
called— on  that  occasion  I  stated  it  to  be 
my  opinion — an  opioion  from  which  I  have 
certainly  seen  no  reason  to  deviate  since  that 
time — Uiat  even  that  clause  did  not  come 
up  to  that  which  was  due  in  strict  j  ustico  to 
the  people  of  Ireland  with  respect  to  Church 
property  in  that  country.  I  candidly  state 
what  is  my  opinion  ;  but  it  does  not,  I  con- 
fess, seem  to  me  now  that  this  subject  is 
at  present  the  most  prominent  in  the  sister 
country.  It  is  not  that  which  now  presses 
roost  on  the  attention  of  the  Irish  people, 
or  is  most  calculated  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  times.  In  addition  to  the  mea- 
sure relating  to  Church  property,  my  noble 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  city  of  London, 
and  those  hon.  Gentlemen  with  whom  I 
had  the  honour  of  acting,  proposed  to 
place  the  municipal  franchises  of  Ireland 
on  the  same  footing  as  those  of  England, 
We  were  not  successful  in  endeavouring  to 
carry  that  proposition  ;  but  I  still  think, 
notwithstanding  that  adverse  deciaion,  that 


m^yed,  t  trust,  as  we  hare  heard  of 
r  being  on  «  recent  occasion — if  the 
rerdicts  of  the  courts  of  justice  (by  which 
1  see  that,  very  lately,  two  men  accused  of 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Clarke  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  death) — if  the  softened  tone  of 
fcehng  and  discussion  exhibited  by  this 
Uonse— if  the  utter  abhorrence  with  which 
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rolifpous  grieranceB,  and  no  one  feels  more 


those  coifardly  BssassiDatiotia  have  been 
branded  hj  not  onlj  the  Ministers  of  the 
GoTemmcnt  and  the  ministeta  of  the  gos- 
pel, but  hy  the  leaders  and  favourites  of  the 
Irish  people — if,  above  all,  the  overruling 
hand  of  a  beneficent  Providence  shall  have 
checked  outrages  and  restored  comparative 
seourity— I  hope  that  the  Qovemment  will 
not  then  consider  it  incoasistent  with  their 
duty,  or  derogatory  to  their  dignity,  to  meet 
this  improTemeat  in  a  corresponding  spirit, 
and  dispense  with  the  whole,  or  at  least 
some  of  the  harsher  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
If  it  should  be  otherwise,  I  can  only  bow  to 
the  stern  necessity  ;  but  at  the  same  time, 
I  am  convinced  there  is  a  better  way  than 
that  which  you  propose  for  the  perma- 
nent government  of  Ireland.  In  the  very 
first  speech  I  ever  mode  in  Parliament — I 
am  sorry  I  can  refer  to  no  higher  authority 
— but  in  that  speech,  which  I  made  on  the 
occasion  of  seconding  the  repeal  of  the 
Catholic  Disabilities  Bill,  I  said,  "  We  have 
made  England  great  and  glorious — it  should 
now  be  our  study  to  make  Ireland  happy. ' ' 
Since  that  period,  the  gloij  of  Bngland  has 
gone  on  increasing;  never,  I  beUeve,  has 
diat  glory  culminated  to  a  higher  point 
thim  it  has  reached  at  this  moment ;  but 
all  parties  wiU  agree  with  me  in  saying 
that  still  much  remains  to  be  done  in  order 
to  make  Ireland  happy. 

Hr.  p.  SCROPE  :  I  must  own.  Sir, 
that  I  deeply  regret  the  party  and  political 
tone  that  has  been  given  to  Uiis  debate  by 
the  speeches  of  several  hon.  Uembers  on 
both  sides  of  the  House — a  tone  for  which 
certainly  neither  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
who  introduced  the  measure,  nor  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  who  proposed  the 
Amendment,  are  at  all  responsible.  Both 
these  hon.  Uembers  declared  their  opin- 
ion— an  opinion  in  which  I  strongly  con- 
car — that  the  horrible  crimes,  the  occur- 
rence of  which  in  Ireland  forms  the  ground 
of  the  measure  proposed  to  us,  are  totally 
unconnected  with  either  political  or  religi- 
ous feelings,  and  consequently  with  party 
politics.  I,  Sir,  myself,  have  always  been 
convinced  that  politics  had  nothing  to  do 
with  agrarian  offences;  and  when  the  for- 
mer Coercion  Bills  of  1833  and  1834  were 
iutrodnced,  and  the  Marquess  Wellesley's 
despatch  asserted  the  connexion  of  agra- 
rian outrage  and  political  agitation,  I  de- 
clared my  dissent  from  that  doctrine,  and 
my  belief  that  the  system  of  agrarian  in- 
timidation had  its  rise  exclusively  in  social 
and  physical,  not  at  all  in  pohtical  griev- 
wues.     Sir,  Ireland  has  her  political  and 


strongly  on  them  than  myself,  o 
uniformly  voted  for  their  removal.  But  so 
far  from  politics,  or  religion,  and  political 
agitation  having  anything  to  do  with  agra- 
rian outrage,  I  am  certain  that  none  have 
more  earnestly  and  successfully  laboured 
to  check  and  put  down  agrarian  outrages 
than  the  chiefs  of  the  political  and  religious 
agitations  of  the  last'  twenty  years.  No, 
Sir,  the  agrarian  system  has  a  different 
origin  and  object  from  these  agitations. 
It  arises,  as  has  been  so  fully  proved,  if 
not  before,  yet  the  other  night  at  least,  by 
the  hon,  and  learned  Member  for  Cork, 
from  the  physical  misery,  the  dread  of 
destitution,  the  repugnance  to  quit  the 
bit  of  land  on  which  they  live,  of  the  Irish 
peasantry.  It  is  to  this,  the  worst  social 
evils  of  Ireland,  the  real  subject  we  have 
to  deal  with,  that  I  wish  to  recall  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  from  the  party 
topics  that  have  occupied  a  large  part  of  the 
debate.  If  the  dismissal  of  R^al  ma- 
gitrates,  or  the  want  of  a  better  franchise. 
Parliamentary  or  municipal,  or  Protestant 
ascendancy,  have  notbing  whatever  to  do 
with  agrarian  crime,  let  us  not  introduce 
those  irritating  subjects  into  a  debate 
which,  from  the  senous  and  awful  nature 
of  its  subject— the  prevention  of  murder 
and  the  saving  of  human  life — ought  to 
be  conducted  with  calmness  and  sobriety, 
impartiality,  I  would  say  solemnity  ?  I 
know  that  an  Irish  debate  is  not  easily 
controlled.  None  have  been  more  in  the 
habit  of  employing  such  debates  for  party 
skirmishes  than  the  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site; but  I  do  hope  there  wilt  be  more  wis- 
dom, more  prudence,  more  temper  shown 
in  the  remainder  of  the  debate,  and  that 
we  shall  really  consider,  in  a  fit  tone  and 
spirit,  how  to  prevent  murder  and  assas- 
sination. This  is  what  the  House  is  es- 
pecially required  to  perform;  and  the  state 
of  things  previuling  throughout  Ireland, 
which  has  been  justly  painted  in  the  evi- 
dence produced  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Qcntleman  (Hr.  O'Connell)  shows  that  it 
is  imperatively  demanded.  True,  that 
though  the  system  of  intimidation  is  gene- 
ral and  constant,  and  has  been  so  for  these 
eighty  years  past,  the  actual  outbresk  of 
crime  is  occasional  only  and  local,  shifting 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  the  other 
-^frequent  and  permanent  in  Tipperary, 
rare  in  Ulster.  But  this  fact  is  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  universal  and  chronic 
character  of  the  agrarian  system  of  combi- 
nation and  intimidation   throngfaout    Ire- 
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bod-  Tbc  explanation  ie  gWen  jou  bj 
the  hon.  Member  himself.  In  Tipperary, 
there  is  a  conatant  resistance  to  agrarian 
law  on  the  part  of  the  laadlords,  and  the 
outrages  arc  equally  constant.  In  Tippo- 
ntrj,  ejectments  are  the  order  of  the  day 
among  landlords  and  agents— bullets  and 
blonderbusses  among  tbo  tenaatry.  la 
Ulster,  on  the  contrary,  tbe  landlonlH  sub- 
mit quietly  to  tbe  dictatea  of  tbe  agrarian 
law.  It  reigns  there  undisputed,  triumph- 
ant OTer  tbc  law  of  tbe  land,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, the  landlord  and  agents  are  safe 
— the  peasantry  peaceful  and  industrious. 
Here  you  have  tbe  facts  so  strongly  demon- 
strated as  to  defy  mistake.  Here  you  hare 
the  proof  of  what  1  have  told  you  these 
twelve  years  past.  Sir,  tbc  House  could 
not  ful  to  remark  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  took  his  proofs  of  tlie  universal 
and  chronic  prevalence  of  outrage  as  con- 
nected with  cjectweat,  and  the  dread  of 
ejectment  from  land,  not  from  the  crimes 
of  this  year  or  the  last,  but  from  evidence 
produced  in  tbc  years  1823  and  1824, 
1832.  and  Bubaequeut  years.  The  'White- 
boj  system  has  been  going  on  for  these 
fifty  years  past ;  but  inereaaing  of  late 
years  with  tbe  increasing  di  a  tress  and 
misery  of  the  people,  with  tbe  increase  of 
ejectments  and  clearances.  It  is  in  Clare 
one  year,  in  Queen's  County  another,  in 
Kilkenny  the  next,  in  Leitrim,  Cavan, 
Honaglkan,  and  other  counties  at  other 
times.  A  clearance,  like  that  which  oc- 
curred the  other  day  in  Galway,  of  270 
persons,  razing  an  entire  village,  is  enough 
to  cause  tbc  outbreak  of  the  agrarian  spirit 
throughout  that  county;  a  spirit  dormant 
at  tbe  moment,  perhaps,  but  always  eiiat- 
ing  beneath  the  surface,  in  the  intimate 
conviction  of  the  peasantry  that  it  is  the 
only  check  on  their  extermination  by  tbe 
exercise  of  the  powers  with  which  the  law 
arms  their  landlords.  Yes,  Sir,  the  agra- 
rian combination  is  universal  over  Ireland, 
beneath  the  surface  of  society.  You  do 
do  not  see  it  at  work  outwardly  everywhere. 
Where  the  people  are  allowed  by  their 
landlords  to  live,  where  ejectments  do  not 
take  place,  things  are  apparently  quiet  and 
peaceable.  No  outrages,  or  but  few,  take 
place — tliough  some  occur  every  year  in  Ire- 
land, BB  I  proved  the  other  ni^t,  from  the 
atwBtabuIary  returns.  But,  under  this  ap- 
parent quiet  and  submission  lurks  ever  tbe 
determined  feeling  of  tbe  peasantry  in  fa- 
vour of  the  system  of  intimidation,  to 
which  they  consider  they  are  in  a  great 
degree  indebted  for  the  forbeotmuce   of 


their  landlords,  and  how  are  we  to  ac- 
count for  this  frightful  anomaly.  Here 
is  a  people  of  such  warm  sympathies, 
that  they  will  share  their  last  potato 
with  one  another,  yet  among  whom  mur- 
der is  popular,  assaasination  a  claim  on 
the  public  for  support  and  shelter  !  Why, 
Sir.  there  is  no  problem  of  impoasiblo  solu- 
tion to  one  who  has  probed  human  nature, 
and  tbc  motives  to  human  actions.  It  is 
the  very  eicesa  of  their  aympathies  that 
leads  the  Irish  peasantry  to  aanction  these 
horrible  crimes.  Tbe  warmest  heart  is 
tbe  most  susceptible  of  being  excited  by 
passion,  even  to  deeds  of  frenzy.  Fancy 
BQ  Irish  peasant  ejected  from  bis  hovel, 
which  has  sheltered  him  and  his  family  for 
generations.  His  roof-tree  thrown  down 
upon  bim,  the  very  walls  levelled;  bis  land 
taken  away;  be.  his  wife,  bis  chUdren,  his 
aged  father  and  mother  driven  out  in  hunger 
and  wretchedness,  without  shelter  on  the 
cold  road,  to  die  of  fever  or  famine  in  tbe 
ditches,  or  to  die  by  inches  in  some  bofct 
in  a  town,  like  tlie  "wretches  described  by 
Dr.  Doyle — why,  the  warmer  this  man's 
feeUngs,  tbe  more  likely  he  is  to  fly  to 
the  wild  justice  of  revenge,  being  debarred 
every  other  resource  by  your  law.  Let 
me  quote  to  the  House  the  very  striking 
story  told  by  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Poor  Inquiry  of  1836.  which  of  itself  tells 
the  whole  talc  of  the  cause  and  motive  of 
agrarian  crime :--~ 

■'Two  of  the  CoauniuiODCniliadiicoPTenation 
near  Cashel  with  s  man  who  had  been  tamed  odt 
of  hii  brm  for  getting  into  linear,  owing  to  bd 
exorbitODt  rent.  We  uid.  'The  turn  wu  itill 
DDlet.'  Ue  uid, '  Of  course,  no  one  d&re  tmke  it 
until  the;  get  my  goodwill  of  it.'  The  Commii- 
lioners  then  uked  liim,  '  What  feeling  he  would 
antertoin  aguoat  snj  man  wbo  ibould  take  it  t 
Ilia  replj  was,  '  To  iw  rare  I  ihould  have  a  bad 
feeling  to  bim — and  why  siiould  I  not  t  The  devil 
a  mucb  of  bread  he  would  oat  after  it  anjr  way,  ai 
I  would  die  to  haro  his  life,  or  that  of  an;  one 
like  him.  that  would  »top  in  to  take  tbe  bread  out 
ofmywiib'a  and  children's  mouths.'  They  thrn 
aaksd  him,  '  With  what  feelings  would  the  pea- 
santry look  on  tbe  Ismily  of  a  nian  who  was  banged 
for  murder  under  such  circumstances  I'  Bis  reply 
was,  '  Why  his  wifo  andliimily  would  be  regarded  ; 
and  why  nott  I  would  take  the  bit  out  of  my  own 
month,  and  my  wifb's  and  children's,  before  I  would 
(ce  bia  poor  things  want  it.  because,  did'nt  he  die 
in  the  cauae.  and  low  his  life  for  the  good  of  the 
people  f  And  I'll  tell  you  wliat's  more,  gentlemen. 
that  though  the  people  may  &ult  and  abuse  ths 
Wbitcfeet,  and  boys  that  go  round  at  night  with 
the  black  Gtoes,  that  only  for  them  the  whole  coun- 
try would  bs  in  a  riling — the  poor  would  hare  ne 
protection  at  all.  The  bodlonla  would  hunt  them 
out  like  rats  from  a  comalack,  without  any  mercy. 
only  they  know  tbe  ground  would  bo  left  ihi  their 
bands,  B*  any  naa  that  woaU  take  it  knows  bis 
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IiiB  words  ftt  the  time.    Good  God  I  Sir, 


ttte.  And  iDTe,  if  in  doing  th&t  ui;  bojr  (hould 
auffar  (i.  «.  be  Imnged),  whj  should  wo  noC  succour 
the  poor  things  left  behind  him  t  Sure,  wae  it  not 
to  protest  the  tike  of  ua  trom  being  tamed  adrift 
on  the  wide  irorld  that  tb*t  oune  to  pui  P' 

Well,  then,  I  ask,  will  jou  direct  joar  re- 
mediea  to  the  real  cause  of  theae  frightful 
evils  ?  You  aak  me  to  vote  for  n  Coercion 
Bill — a  strait  wabtcout  for  the  patient 
whom  your  unjust  laws  have  driven  to  the 
madness  of  despnir.  First,  let  me  see  if 
JOU  have  tried  in  vain  milder  measures, 
remedies  adapted  to  cure  the  patient's 
complaint,  not  merely  to  restruu  or  punish 
his  violence.  Have  you  done  so  ?  Or  can 
I  trust  you  to  do  so  now,  if  I  arm  you  with 
this  severe  measure  of  repression  t  Tlus  is 
the  question  I  have  to  consider.  Sir,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  passing  of  former  Coer- 
cion Bills,  I  resisted  them  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  not  the  right  remedy. 
Years  ago,  I  moved  resolutiona  to  this  ef- 
fect, as  an  amendinent  to  the  Coercion 
BiUs  of  1834  and  1835.  Has  the  lapse 
of  this  long  time  shown  that  I  was  wrong  ? 
Has  it  shown  that  others  were  right 
in  entrusting  the  Government  with  rigorous 
laws  for  repressing  outrage,  without  previ- 
ously insisting  on  their  heing  accompanied 
hy  remedial  measures  t  Sir,  time,  I  think, 
and  events  have  sufBciently  proved  that  I 
was  right  then;  and  after  that  experience 
of  twelve  years  I  feel  doubly  justified  now 
in  refusing  stilt  on  the  same,  indeed  on 
still  stronger  grounds,  to  arm  you  with  ex- 
traordinary powers,  before  you  give  me 
any  reason  to  believe  you  are  going  to 
accompany  your  rigour  with  proper  reme- 
dies. True,  every  post  brings  accounts  of 
outrages  in  Ireland;  but,  side  by  side,  in 
thecdumns  of  the  same  paper,  you  see  re- 
ported equally  horrible  cases  of  clearance 
and  eviction.  There  they  stand,  side  hy 
Bide—'the  cause  and  the  effect.  In  one 
column  the  tyranny  of  landlords — the  re- 
taliation of  the  peasantry  in  the  next.  And 
what  do  you  do  ?  You  apply  a  strong  co- 
ercive measure  to  the  effect,  and  neglect, 
or  at  least  delay,  producing  one  for  the 
cause.  Let  me  see  your  receipt  for  the 
latter,  before  I  vote  for  the  former.  I  very 
much  feu-  your  dose  is  to  be  aquafortis  for 
the  peasant;  milk  and  water  for  die  Itmd- 
lord.  Why,  Sir,  what  have  1  heard  in  the 
course  of  this  debate  to  prove  to  me  that 
the  Government  understand  the  nature  of 
the  disorder,  or  the  fitting  remedy  ?  Did  I 
not  hear  the  right  hon.  the  Seeretary  at 
War  call  this  Bill— this  Coercion  Bill— an 
Attempt  to  eradioAte  the  evil.     I  took  down 


this  a  measure  going  to  the  root  of  the 
evil,  and  rooting  it  out.  But  he  added 
that  the  Government  had  some  Landlord 
and  Tenant  Bill  in  preparation.  But  what 
will  it  be  ?  Some  impracticable  delusion 
like  that  of  Lord  Stanley  last  year,  only 
holding  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear  to 
break  it  to  the  hope.  Why,  the  right  hon. 
Secretary  himself  said,  the  Government 
measures,  whatever  they  are,  will  take  » 
generation  to  cure  the  evil,  and  produce 
their  effect.  Oh,  Sir,  that  mode  of  cure 
won't  do.     The  cure  is   required   to  he 

firompt,  immediate,  bold,  decisive.  No 
ittle,  petty,  coaxing,  tinkering,  wheedling 
measure  will  do.  No  more  "vulgar  ex- 
pedients" of  paying  a  little  money  for  tem- 
fiorary  employment  to  create  a  temporary 
uU.  If  you  tiUk  of  slow  and  gradual  cures, 
then  it  is  a  jffoof  that  you  are  ignorant 
of  the  nature,  the  deep-rooted,  widely- 
spread,  universal,  and  terrific  character  of 
the  evil.  You  are  sitting  placidly  in 
Downing-street  on  the  apex  of  a  volcano. 
Frozen  snow  about  you — your  heads  in  the 
clouds.  But  far  beneath,  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  social  superstructure  of  Ire- 
land, is  a  mass  of  molten  fire,  boiling, 
swelling,  and  bursting  for  an  issue — of 
which  these  terrible  agrarian  crimes  are 
but  the  mere  breaking  of  the  bubbles  is 
the  cauldron  beneath.  If  yon  delay  long, 
be  sure  yon  will  witness  an  awful  explo- 
sion, such  as  will  uproot  society  in  Ireland 
from  its  base,  and  leave  in  its  place  an 
abyss  of  unfathomable  horror.  I  attempted 
to  prove  to  you  the  other  night  that  your 
law  neither  protected  the  lives  nor  the 
property  of  the  peasantry,  and  that  the 
agrarian  law  which  they  have  instituted 
for  their  own  protection  does  both.  £very 
word  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork's  elo- 
quent speech— all  the  evidence  he  adduced 
— proved  my  assertion.  As  to  life,  who 
doubts  that  but  for  the  agrarian  intimida- 
tion— but  for  the  fear  of  the  midnight  le- 
gislators— many  more  Ituidlords  would  act 
like  Mr.  Gerrard,  and  the  entire  peasantry 
of  whole  counties  would  be  swept  off  the 
land  on  which  they  have  multiplied  too 
fast  for  the  interest  of  the  proprietor  f 
You  do  not  protect  their  Uves,  for  you  give 
them  no  resource,  no  certain  refuge,  no 
security  against  death  hy  want.  As  for 
the  property  of  the  Irish  peasant,  vrithont 
speaking  of  the  buildings  and  improve- 
ments for  which  you  allow  no  compensa- 
tion on  quitting — look  only  to  the  tenant 
right— a   right  which,   though  most  pre- 
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u  every  i^ountv  of  IreUnd.  The  cultivated 
land  of  Ireland  is  14,000,000  acres,  upon 
vhich  tlic  tenant  right,  unprotected  by 
Uw,  ia  worth,  perhaps,  100,000,000^— 
the  property  of  the  poor  tenantry  of  Ire- 
land, all  wliich  is  wholly  unprotected  by 
law— by  that  taw  which  makes  every  clod 
of  the  landlord's  acres  a  eacred  laaliena- 
blo  property,  to  be  defended  by  all  your 
civic  and  military  authorities.  Here  is 
an  injustice  to  remedy.  What  will  you 
do  to  meet  this  ?  Will  you  adopt  some  milk 
aod  water  proposal  which  shall  respect  the 
merest  iola  of  the  landlord's  claim  ?  From 
the  unjust  legislation  of  past  Parliaments, 
I  fear  this  is  all  you  contemplate  doing  ;  if 
M,  take  care  by  delaying  redress  you  do 
not  bring  on  some  revolution,  which,  tike 
that  of  France,  caused  in  like  manner  by 
oppression  of  the  peasantry,  shall  bring 
about  a  state  of  things  in  which,  after  a 
few  years,  every  peasant  is  become  owner 
of  the  land  he  tills.  Look,  too.  to  what 
has  also  occurred  in  Prussia,  and  the  Rus- 
sian provinces  of  the  Baltic,  where  by  one 
atroke  of  the  pen  the  rulers  of  those  coun- 
tries found  it  necessary  to  give  to  the  pea- 
santry the  fee-simplo  of  the  lands  they 
held  before  at  the  mere  will  of  their  lords. 
Even  in  this  country  a  similar  revolution 
took  place  in  eaily  ages,  though  that  was 
sradually  effected  by  the  judgments  of  the 
law  courts  uniformly  favouring  the  rights 
of  the  tenant,  and  construing  a  forbearance 
of  claim  to  the  part  of  the  lord  into  a  con- 
cession of  right  and  title  on  the  copyhold 
tenant  (as  a  perpetual  waiver  of  his  own 
rights  and  tolls).  Some  bold  measure  of 
this  kind  you  must  adopt ;  no  palliation 
will  cure  the  evil.  But.  as  I  told  you  the 
Other  day,  tho  first  and  most  essential  re- 
medy of  all  is,  to  give  to  the  poor  Irish  a 
security  for  their  existence,  a  resource  in 
extreme  destitution,  a  right  to  be  relieved 
when  in  danger  of  perishing  through  want. 
This  only  can  disarm  the  assassin  of  his 
present  plea,  the  dread  of  starvation.  You 
refused  me  that  the  other  night ;  but  I 
will  over  and  over  agiun  pursue  yon  with 
the  demand.  Fifteen  years  since,  I  began 
the  agitation  for  an  Irish  Poor  Law.  In 
1833,  I  printed  an  address  to  the  Legisla- 
ture on  the  subject,  in  which,  after  pro- 
ducing the  same  mass  of  evidence  which 
was  read  the  other  night  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Cork — ibo  very  same, 
and  deducing  the  same  conclusion  from  it 
of  the  general  adhesion  of  the  Irish  pea- 
■antry  to  the  agrarian  system  as  the  only 
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means  in  their  power  to  protect  theU' 
selves  from  exterminaUon,  I  added  these 
woi-ds — 

"  Yet  is  it  still  dreamed  of  that  coercion  and 
courts  QUrtial,  more  inBurreotion  acta,  and  the 
•Dtnuting  further  uncoiutitutioBsl  powen  t«  Go- 
vernment, will  put  down  this  orgimied  reaiitance 
of  «n  entire  people  to  the  law  bj  which  they  feel 
themBelvei  oppreiied.  not  pTolected!  Whj  even 
if  it  were  pouible,  bj  rampiDg  &  rej^meat  in  evcrr 
flcid,  and  a  park  of  artiller;  in  ever;  village,  to 
represi  all  detnonitration  of  thil  feeUag,  would 
tlui  bo  the  rational,  the  wise,  tbe  staleimnnlike, 
tbe  honest,  the  hiuaaDe,  the  just  course  to  adopt  T 
Yon  cannot,  if  you  would,  lueceed  in  thii.  Yon 
cannot  enable  the  landlorda  of  Ireland  to  eiter> 
minato  their  peaaantiy  with  caae  anil  impunitj. 
I  ttuuik  God,  wbo  planted  in  tbe  human  heart  the 
spirit  wbich  revolta  against  oppreasioa  when  car- 
ried to  eitrcmitf .  that  you  cannot.  The  millions 
are  too  strong  for  you.  And  it  only  remains  for 
you  to  choose  whether  fou  will  let  the  present 
state  of  things  continue  yet  a  little  longer,  till 
some  cuual  spark  create  the  explosion  for  which 
all  is  so  rife,  and  Ireland  be  lost  to  Britain  by 
civil  war  and  foreign  attachment ;  or,  warned  by 
tbe  fearful  presages  of  these  critical  times,  yon 
will  step  in  1 1  speak  to  the  Government  and  Le- 
gislature of  the  United  Kingdom}  to  pour  oil  on 
the  troubled  sur&ce  of  Irish  society,  and,  by  one 
act  of  hare  justice  to  the  long  trampled  peasantry 
of  Ireland,  rescue  them  from  tbe  necessity  in 
which  they  are  now  placed  of  vindicatiof  their 
own  wrongs  and  protecting  their  own  rights — and 
reconcile  them  to  tbe  law  and  the  Imperial  Legis- 
lature, by  making  them  (eel  its  bniefloial  sup- 
port. Call  it  not  a  poor  law,  call  it  an  employ- 
ment Uw,  or  any  other  name  that  may  be  mora 
to  your  taste ;  but  as  the  only  means  of  saving 
Ireland,  and  putting  down  its  agrarian  war&re, 
some  Uw  must  be  passed,  securing  a  snbsiatance 
to  the  Iriali  peasant  in  return  for  his  honest  in- 
dustry—offering him,  either  land  on  which  be 
may  live,  or  work  and  wages,  whereby  he  may 
lire.    He  asks  but  this : — 

"  Ue  asks  a  brother  of  tbe  earth 

To  give  him  leave  to  tcnl." 
Less  than  this  he  cannot  ask.     Refiue  this,  and 
yen  must  oontinue  to  wage  an  endlsss  and  peril- 
ous warfiire  with  him — a  war  to  the  knife,     lie 
fights  for  bis  existence  1" 

Sir,  I  wish  to  put  the  question  which  is 
really  before  the  House  in  the  simplest 
and  pl^nest  terms.  Yon  declare  iheee 
agrarian  crimes  to  be  horrible — a  disgrace 
to  humanity  and  to  civilisation— and  yon 
are  desirous  of  domg  all  in  your  power  to 
put  an  end  to  them.  You  have  admitted 
that  they  arise  from  the  dread  of  destitu- 
tion, of  being  turned  out  of  the  holding  or 
the  employment  which  is  the  only  means 
of  existence  of  the  Irish  peasant — wtthout 
which  he  perishes.  I  aslc  you,  then,  will 
you  or  will  you  not  remove  that  which 
you  acknowledge  to  be  the  canae  of  these 
crimes,  by  securing  to  every  Irishman  the 
means  of  living,  by  guaranteeing  him 
against  perishing  from  dettitation,  by  af- 
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complete  anocesa.  I  say,  under  very  budi- 
UiT  circuinBtances ;  for  it  is  well  knomi 
tiiBt  previous  to  that  enactment  England 
was  disturbed  by  outrages  and  insecuritT 


[(Baling  bim  by  law  the  means  of  living  on 
the  land  of  his  birth  ?  Do  not  sav  yon 
cannot,  because  himself,  the  peasant,  kni 
the  contraij.  He  will  confute  you  ii 
moment.  He  will  say,  only  gire  me  leave 
tA  cultivate  four  or  five  acres  of  the  neit 
bog  or  mountain  on  my  own  account — 
give  it  me  in  fee — make  it  my  own,  with- 
out  any  expectation  of  increased  rent  the 
moment  I  make  it  productive,  and  I 
be  your  submissive  slave ;  or  only  give  me 
employment  by  which  I  can  earn  my  bare 
liTelihood  on  the  ooarseat  and  meanest  fare, 
you  sball  never  have  to  complain  of  my 
turbulence  again.  Do  not  say  there  is  no 
room  for  the  people  of  Ireland  on  the  land 
in  Ireland.  Do  not  say  there  are  not  the 
means  of  employing  them  profitably  I 
wis  show  you  the  contrary,  to-morrow,  in 
producing  a  measure  for  the  reclamation 
of  the  waste  lands  in  Ireland.  Eut  it  is 
notorious  that  jou  have  four  millions  of 
waste  lands  not  yet  touched  by  the  spade, 
and  fourteen  miUione  of  land  not  yet  half 
drained,  or  half  cultivated.  I  say  there  u 
room  in  Ireland  for  the  pro6table  employ- 
ment of  many  more  than  her  present  popu- 
lation ;  and  such  being  the  fact,  you  are 
not  justified  in  giving  a  monopoly  of  that 
soil  to  a  few  individuals,  and  taking  no 
steps  for  securiug  the  meana  of  living  to 
the  mass  of  her  inhabitants.  But  without 
at  present  urging  any  particular  measures, 
which  I  may  think  most  expedient  to  meet 
the  evil  you  have  now  to  contend  with,  I 
ask  what  will  you  do  ?  Will  you  really 
allow  Ireland  to  be  ruled  by  midnight  le- 
gislators, and  the  life  and  property  of  the 
moss  of  the  people  protected  Dy  an  agra- 
rian system,  maintained  by  crime,  by  vio- 
lence, by  asBOesiiiation  ?  Will  you  con- 
tinue to  force  the  Irish  peasantry  to  mun- 
tain  this  horrible  system,  as  their  only 
protection  agunst  extermination?  or  will 
you  give  them  another  resource  in  the 
protection  of  the  law  ?  Will  you,  when 
the  real  state  of  things  has  been  openly, 
nakedly  laid  before  you,  and  admitted  as 
it  cannot  but  be,  by  you — will  you  so  far 
abdicato  tiie  first  functions  of  a  Govern- 
ment J  If  BO,  on  your  heads  be  the  re- 
sponsibility of  future  mischief.  I  repeat, 
I  see  no  difficulty  in  the  immediate  creation 
of  confidence  in  the  law.  Only  let  the  law 
offer  some  means  of  living  to  the  peasantry 
of  Ireland;  and  that  woiUd  bo  no  nntrled 
experiment,  but  that  mode  of  cure  which 
the  wise  statesmen  of  the  time  of  Eliza- 
beth adopted  under  very  similar  circum- 
stances in  England,  and  which  has  bad 
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just  as  Ireland  is  now  ;  and  Elizabeth  a 
predecessor,  her  father  Henry,  tried  to  put 
them  down  as  jrou  are  doing  by  severity. 
He  is  said  to  have  hanged  90,000  persona 
in  his  reign  as  rogues  and  vagabonds — all 
of  them  in  vain.  So  far  from  thinking 
tliat  no  remedial  measure  would  operate 
to  restore  confidence  and  win  the  respect 
and  attachment  of  the  present  generation 
to  the  law,  I  believe  firmly  that  within  six 
months  of  your  completing  a  system  of 
poor  law  and  public  employment,  such  as 
I  proposed  the  other  night,  and  thus  gua- 
ranteeing a  means  of  living  honestly  to 
every  Irish  peasant,  from  that  moment 
you  will  have  won  him  from  all  illegal 
association,  from  all  sympathy  with  crime ; 
nay,  more,  from  all  participation  in  politi- 
cal agitation.  Give  him,  it  is  all  he  asks, 
give  him  leave  to  toil  for  his  poor  main- 
tonance  in  some  shape  or  other,  he  cores 
not  what — onlv  save  him  fnssa  fever  and 
starvation,  and  the  dread  of  it  for  himself, 
his  wife,  and  his  little  ones.  Do  this,  and 
I  stake  my  existence  there  wiU  not  be  » 
more  docile,  more  grateful,  more  peaceful, 
more  easily  governed  people  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  than  the  Irish,  if  bnt  secured  in 
tho  means  of  existence.  For  these  reasons, 
I  cannot  consent  to  the  first  reading 
of  this  coercive  measure,  which  if  it  suc- 
ceed at  all,  will  only  skim  over  the  surface 
of  tbeevil,  without  in  any  way  checking  its 
growth  or  future  development. 

LoKD  0.  BENTINCK  rose  and  said:  I 
n  assure  the  hon.  Member  who  I  perceive 
has  quitted  his  seat  (Ur.  B.  Erowne)  that 
I  do  not  at  all  sympathize  with  the  perpe- 
trators of  those  crimes  conunitted  in  Eng- 
land, of  which  he  has  detailed  so  long  a 
catalogue  to  the  House.  But  I  must,  not- 
withstanding, observe  that  there  is  this 
difference  between  crimes  committed  in 
England,  and  crimes  committed  in  Ireland, 
that  in  England,  when  a  crime  is  com- 
mitted, the  sympathy  of  the  people  does 
not  go  along  with  the  criminal;  whilst  the 
crime  against  tho  commission  of  which  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  provide,  is  of  a 
natnre  with  vrhich  the  people  of  Ireland — 
lulation,  at  least,  of  five  counties- 
have  sbown  too  great  sympathy.  It  was 
because  of  the  difficulty  of  detecting  the 
authors  of  these  crimes,  and  the  difficulty 
of  bringing  them  to  justice,  that  Her 
Majesty,  io  Her  Speech  from  tiie  Throne, 
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told  us  she  had  obserrcd  iritli  deep  re- 
gret the  very  frequent  inBtuicea  in  which 
the  crime  of  deliberate  uaasBination  has 
been  of  late  committed  in  Ireland;  snd 
called  upon  us  to  consider  whether  mea- 
sures might  not  be  devised  calculated 
to  give  increased  protection  to  life,  and  to 
bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators  of  such 
dreadful  crimes.  It  is  because  of  these 
things.  Sir,  that  I  am  prepared  to  support 
«t  least  the  first  reading  of  a  Bill  which 
I  freely  admit  to  be  most  anconstitutionat 
in  itself.  It  is  because  I  see  in  a  measure 
■nch  as  this,  mercy  not  only  to  the  land- 
lord— to  the  magistrate — to  the  tenant — 
but  to  the  whole  peasantry  of  Ireland,  that 
I  am  prepared  to  support  it.  Sir,  when 
we  are  charged  (I  myself  in  particular)  by 
the  hon.  Member  who  spoke  second  in  the 
debate  on  Friday  night  (Mr.  Osborne), 
with  coming  down  to  this  Ilouse  with 
superficial  information,  and  statements 
gathered  from  two  or  three  slips  of  news- 
papers, I  beg  leave,  in  answer,  to  refer  to 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne;  and  I  may 
refer  also  to  the  unanimity  of  this  House 
in  the  Address  in  reply  to  that  Speech, 
in  which  the  Commons  of  England,  with 
one  accord,  humbly  assured  Her  Majesty 
that  thcj,  as  well  as  Her  Majesty,  had  ob- 
■erred  with  deep  regret  the  frequent  com- 
mission of  the  crime  of  deliberate  assassi- 
nation in  Ireland,  and  promised,  in  obedi- 
ence to  that  command,  to  see  if  some  mea- 
sure might  not  be  devised  for  its  prevention, 
In  short,  Sir,  in  that  Address  we  promised 
to  give  our  consideration  to  a  measure  of 
this  description.  1,  therefore,  conceive 
that.the  honour  and  faith  of  this  H> 
pledged  to  give,  at  least,  a  first  reading  to 
■ome  such  Bill  as  the  present.  I  do  not 
for  one  consider,  and  I  think  the  same 
sentiment  is  shared  by  those  hon,  Qoutle- 
men  who  sit  near  me,  that  by  assenting  to 
tiie  first  reading  wc  are  in  any  way  bound 
to  support  all  the  clauses  and  detaili  ~ 
vten  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wycombe  charges  us — charges  me,  and 
those  that  sit  around  mo,  that  we  should 
not  have  becu  so  anxious  to  support  this 
measure  if  it  were  not  for  consiaeratious 
connected  with  the  Com  Laws,  I  think 
I  might  appeal  from  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  the  House  generally,  that  we,  at  least, 
are  consistent  in  supporting  this  n 
I,  at  least,  during  my  entire  Parliamentary 
career,  have  on  all  occasions  given  my  sup- 
port to  such  measures  whenever  the  Oi 
ment  of  tlie  country,  fiudmg  them  neccs- 
Mry,  has  called  upon  me  to  so.  Sir,  I 
/mnnatied  the  mewue  introdoced  by  Locd 
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Orey's  Government  in  1833 — a  measure 
similar  in  many  respects  to  that  now 
under  the  attention  of  the  House.  And 
whilst  the  measure  which  1  then  supported 
was  stronger  than  the  present,  I  take  leave 
to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  mora 
effectual  for  the  purpose  it  was  intended  to 
accomphsh,  than  the  present.  Sir,  I  be- 
lieve that  that  measure,  which  was  intro* 
duoed  on  the  29th  of  January,  passed  both 
Houses,  and  had  received  the  Royal  As- 
sent before  the  1st  of  April,  so  that  I  must 
say  there  is  no  ground  for  the  assertion 
that  the  present  measure  has  been  hnrried 
or  forood  on,  since  it  was  announced  firoin 
the  Throne  on  the  22nd  of  January,  and 
has  not  yet  on  the  6th  of  April  been  read 
a  first  time.  Sir,  I  shall  not  again  shock 
the  feelings  of  this  House  by  entering  into 
a  detail  of  those  crimes  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  detailed  to  this 
House,  and  to  which  I  myself,  on  a  former 
occasion,  referred  ;  but,  Su-,  I  think  when 
we  see  all  the  great  loaders  of  the  Whig 
party  supporting  this  measure  elsewhere, 
we  cannot  be  justly  impugned  for  doing 
as  they  do.  My  noble  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  (Lord 
Morpeth)  has  referred  to  other  remedial 
measures  which  he  thinks  should  be  intro- 
duced for  Ireland — he  referred  to  a  mea- 
sure for  the  extension  of  the  municipal  fran- 
chise and  the  extension  of  the  Parliamentary 
franchise  to  that  country;  and  heoxproeseu 
his  desire  to  see  those  franchises  put  en  the 
same  footing  with  the  franchises  in  Eng- 
land. For  myself.  Sir,  I  confess  I  cannot 
see  in  what  way  the  eitensitm  of  political 
franchise  of  any  description  in  Ireland 
would  afford  a  remedy  for  the  evils  which 
this  measure  aims  to  suppress.  Bat  when 
my  noble  Friend  refers  to  other  matten, 
and  says  that  he  thinks  the  relation  be- 
tween Irish  property  and  Irish  poverty  re- 
quires some  new  arrangement,  1  conuallj 
concur  with  my  noble  Friend.  When  I 
see  that  Ireland,  with  a  population  exceed- 
ing 8,000,000— the  poorest  in  the  worid, 
reoeivos  relief  but  to  the  amount  of 
2.50,0001.  annually  ;  whilst  in  Endond  and 
Wales,  with  a  population  of  16,000,000, 
5,000,0001.  sterling  is  expended  in  the 
same  object,  I  most  cordi^y  concur  widi 
my  noble  Friend  in  this,  that  the  rela- 
tion between  Irish  property  and  Irish  po- 
verty requires  some  new  arrangNnent, 
whereby  some  better  prorision  might  be 
made  for  the  people  of  Ireland.  I  think. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive 
tliat  there  is  a  comtectwa  betireea  »gra- 
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nan  ontrago  and  the  poverty  of  the  pGo~ 
pic.  There  is  also  another  point  im- 
mediately connected  with  this  subject  to 
which  I  must  refer.  I  allude.  Sir,  to  the 
system  of  abBentoeiBin.  I  cannot  diaguige 
from  myself  the  conviction  that  many  of 
the  evils  of  Ireland  arise  from  the  system 
of  receiving  rents  by  absentee  landlords,  who 
spend  them  in  other  countries.  I  am  well 
aware  that  in  holding  this  doctrine,  I  am 
not  subscribing  to  the  creed  of  political  eco~ 
nomistB.  I  am  weU  aware  that  Messrs. 
Senior  and  M'Culloch  hold,  that  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  the  Irish  landlord 
spends  his  rents  in  Dublin,  on  his  Irish 
estates,  in  London,  En  Sath,  or  elsewhere. 
I  profess.  Sir,  I  cannot  understand  that 
theory.  1  believe  that  the  first  ingredient 
in  the  happiness  of  a  people  is,  that  the 
gentry  should  reside  on  their  native  soil, 
and  spend  their  rents  amongst  those  from 
whom  they  receive  them.  I  cannot  help  es- 
Jiressing  a  wish  that  some  arrangement 
may  bo  made  connected  with  the  levying 
of  the  poor  rate  in  Ireland,  by  which  ab- 
sentee landlords  may  be  made  to  contribute 
in  something  like  a  fur  proportion  to  the 
wants  of  the  poor  in  the  district  in  which 
they  ought  to  reside.  There  is  an  arrangC' 
ment  in  the  hop-growing  districts  in  Eng- 
land in  respect  to  tithe,  which  might,  I 
think,  afford  a  very  useful  suggestion. 
There  are  two  tithes :  the  one,  the  ordinary 
tithe,  the  other,  the  extraordinary  tithe, 
which  is  levied  only  so  long  as  the  land  is 
cultivated  in  hops.  I  think  if  there  wore 
two  poor  rates  introduced' into  Ireland,  the 
one  applying  to  all  occupiers  of  land,  and  the 
other  to  aD  those  who  did  not  spend  a  certain 
portion  of  the  year  on  some  portion  of  their 
estates  in  Ireland,  it  would  prove  usefnl. 
I  think  that  bv  thus  appealing  to  their  in- 
terests it  might  induce  the  absentee  land- 
lords to  reside  much  more  in  Ireland  than 
is  now  unfortunately  the  case.  Sir,  I 
think  there  are  other  remedial  measures. 
Some  days  ago  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment told  the  hon.  Member  for  Stroud 
(Mr.  Poulett  ScTope),  when  he  suggested 
some  Huch  measure,  that  he  was  treading  on 
dangerous  ground,  and  that  the  doctrines  he 
was  advocating  might  be  written  in  letters 
of  blood  in  Ireland  ;  but,  notwithstanding 
all  this,  I  will  still  say,  that  I  think  mea- 
Bures  might  be  introduced  for  improving 
the  relations  between  landlords  and  tenants 
in  Ireland.  I  do  think  that  some  guaran- 
tee might  and  ought  to  be  given  to  ^e 
tenaatry  of  Ireland  foe  the  improremeotB 


they  make  upon  their  farms.  Sir,  my 
right  hon.  Friend,  in  bringing  this  meK> 
sure  under  the  notice  of  this  House,  main- 
tained a  doctrine  which  I  think  much  mora 
likely  to  be  writteninlettersof  blood,  for  he 
bound  up  the  question  of  the  Com  Laws  with 
the  present  one.  He  siud,  that  nnless  hs 
could  have  prevuled  on  his  Colleagues  t« 
accede  to  his  fVee-trade  measure  as  regards 
com,  he  would  not  have  introduced  this 
Bin.  Why,  Sir,  far  from  ^ving  food  t« 
the  people  of  Ireland,  in  my  opinion,  the 
free-trade  measfires  of  Her  Majesty's  Min- 
isters will  take  away  from  the  people  of 
Ireland  their  food,  by  destroying  the  pro> 
fits  of  their  only  manufactuK — the  manu- 
facture of  com — and  injuring  their  agricul- 
ture ;  depriving  them  of  employment ;  in 
fact,  by  taking  from  them  the  very  means 
of  procuring  subsistence.  Sir,  I  cannot  se6 
how  the  repeal  of  those  laws  affecting  com 
can  be  in  any  way  connected  with  the  sup- 
pression of  outrages  and  the  protection  of 
Ufe  in  Ireland.  What  is  this  but  to  say 
that,  unless  we  have  a  &ee  trade  in  com,  we 
be  prepared  to  concede  a  free  trade  itt 
agrarian  outrage — a  free  trade  in  maiming 
and  houghing  cattle — a  free  trade  in  incei^ 
diarism — a  free  trade  in  the  burning  and 
sacking  of  houses — a  free  trade  in  mid* 
night  murder  and  in  noonday  assassination. 
What  is  this  bat  telling  the  people  of  Ire- 
land that  assassination,  murder,  incen- 
diarism, and  all  these  shocking  crimes,  are 
of  such  light  consideration  in  the  eye  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, that  the  sanction  of  them,  or  their 
suppression  by  the  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
hinges  upon  the  condition  of  the  com  mar> 
ket,  and  the  difference  of  price  in  potatoes. 
But,  Sir,  what  has  the  potato  disease  to 
with  the  outrages  in  Ireland?  Some 
hon.  Members  think  a  great  deal.  I  have 
taken  the  trouble  of  looking  into  this  mat* 
I  have  examined  into  the  state  of 
in  at  least  five  counties — Tipperary, 
Roscommon,  Limerick,  Leitrim,  and  Clare 

and  I  find  that,  during  the  three  months 
priorto  the  first  appearance  of  the  potatodis- 
— ic,  and  when,  in  fact,  food  was  as  cheap 

Ireland  as  almost  at  any  former  period 
— when  plenty  abounded  in  all  quarters  of 
the  Empire — that  the  amount  of  crime  ex- 
ceeded that  in  the  three  months  immedi- 
ately following.  Now,  those  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  doubt  this  statement  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  correctness 
of  my  figures,  for  I  will  not  deal  in  general 
assertions.  Well  then.  Sir,  I  find  in  the 
threo  months.  May,  June,  and  July  last 
Y2 
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jear,  that  the  number  of  crimes  committed  ' 
la  the  five  couiitiea  I  have  mentioned 
amounted  to  no  lesH  than  1,180;  whilst  in 
the  three  montha  immediately  after  the 
potato  disease,  or  famine,  as  it  is  called, 
the  amount  of  crime  committed  in  the  same 
three  counties  was  not  1,180,  but  807. 
I  should  like  to  know,  thererforc,  what  this 
agrarian  outrage  has  to  do  with  the  potato 
famine — and  where  is  tlie  justification  for 
*  Minister  coming  down  to  this  Ilouae 
and  declaring  that  unless  we  pass  a  free- 
trade  measure  we  are  not  to  obey  ller 
Majesty's  commands,  by  passing  a  meo- 
■ure  for  the  protection  of  life  in  Ireland. 
Why,  Sir,  I  think  that  when  this  language 
goes  forth  to  the  people  of  Ireland — going, 
too,  as  it  does  from  the  Treasury  bench — 
coming  as  it  does,  above  all,  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
—there  is,  indeed,  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended that  such  a  doctrine  may  be  written 
in  letters  of  blood  in  that  country.  Why, 
Sir,  if  we  are  to  hear  such  language  as  this 
from  that  Minister  of  the  Crown  charged 
with  the  peace  of  the  country,  we  may  just 
«B  well  have  Captain  Rock  established  as 
Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  Castle  of  Dublin, 
a  Whiteboy  for  Chief  Secretary,  and  Molly 
Maguire  herself  installed  at  Whitehall  as 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. I  say  again.  Sir,  it  will  be  a  mercy, 
not  merely  to  the  gentry,  landlords,  and 
tenantry  of  Ireland,  that  such  a  measure 
hs  this  should  pass  into  law,  but  to  the  pea- 
Mntrj  of  that  country;  and  1,  therefore, 
■upport  the  Ministers.  If  we  look  to  the 
effects  of  the  measure  of  1833,  we  shall 
find  every  reason,  in  the  success  of  that 
measure,  to  be  sanguine  of  good  results 
from  this.  When  the  Arms  Bill  of  Lord 
Grey  was  passed,  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny was  proclaimed :  the  result  was, 
that  crime,  which,  in  the  year  before  its 
introduction,  amounted  in  that  county  to 
1,470,  fell,  upon  the  very  year  of  its 
introduction,  to  331.  I  do  assure  those 
who  may  think  to  the  contrary,  that 
crime  was  then  reduced  considerably  in 
amount.  And  I  do  most  fully  assure  the 
hoQ.  Member  that  no  one  can  regard  Ire- 
land with  greater  compassion  than  myself. 
Yes ;  I  do  assure  hon.  Members  that  such 
is  my  real  feeling  towards  that  country,  I 
have  been  taunted,  that  when  I  should  be 
made  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  I  should 
perhaps  then  learn  that  Tyrone  was  an 
Orange  county.  Sir,  in  answer  to  that 
taunt,  I  must  take  leave  to  ask  what  ox- 
preataoa  of  mino  ever  made,  either  in  this 


Ilousa  or  out  of  it,  justifies  any  such  re- 
mark %  When,  or  where,  can  it  be  said, 
that  I  have  ever  permitted  myself  to  know 
any  distinction  between  an  Orangeman  and 
a  Catholic  1 — when,  in  the  whole  course  of 
mj  Parliamentary  career,  have  I  ever  given 
a  vote  or  uttered  a  sentiment  hostile  or  un- 
friendly to  the  Roman  Catholics  either  of 
England  or  Ireland  ?  I  think.  Sir,  when 
I  find  men  like  Sir  David  Roche  cannot 
refuse  to  eject  the  widow  of  a  deceased 
tenant,  whilst  the  corpse  of  her  husband  is 
yet  lying  unburied  in  the  house,  in  order 
to  instal,  to  the  unhappy  widow's  prejudice, 
the  unfoehng  and  covetous  brother  of  the 
deceased  in  the  vacant  farm,  without  being 
shot  at  for  his  humanity — when  I  am  told 
that  the  best  landlords  in  Ireland  are  not 
safe — when  I  find  that  the  best  reudent 
landlords  in  that  country  are  molested — 
when  I  find  that  men  whose  names  should 
be  a  guarantee  for  peace  and  security  to 
themselves  in  all  parts  of  Ireland  are  out- 
raged— when  I  hear  that  men  whose  own 
conduct,  as  well  as  that  of  all  the  members 
of  their  families,  has  been  renowned  for 
love  and  attachment  to  the  peasantry  of 
Ireland,  are  not  safe — when  I  hear  that 
such  a  man  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Meath 
(Mr.  Grattan)  cannot  ride  unarmed  over 
his  own  estate — and  when  I  hear  it  said 
that  the  same  hon.  Member  has  rejoiced 
that  no  ornamental  timber,  behind  which 
an  assassin  might  stand  from  whence  to 
take  his  deadly  um,  flourished  on  his  do- 
main— I  do  say,  that,  though  I  pity  the 
condition  of  the  country,  that  neverthelesa 
such  condition  calls  fJoud  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Legislature.  Sir,  with  re- 
gard to  like  measures  in  former  times  in- 
troduced into  this  House  :  having  seen  re- 
sults flow  from  them  producing  peace  tn 
the  country  and  reducing  crime,  I  would 
fain  hope  for  similar  results  now.  In  the 
county  of  Kilkenny,  when  the  Arms  Bill 
was  introduced  some  years  since,  having 
seen  that  the  good  effect  was  immediate, 
and  that  offences  against  the  peace  of  so- 
ciety at  once  diminished,  I  su{^rt  this 
Bill,  not  deeming  that  we  are  aiding  the 
introduction  of  a  measure  tyrannical  in 
itself,  or  believing  that  we  are  suppor^g 
a  propoutiott  calculated  to  prove  injurious 
to  any  portion  of  the  people  of  Ireland ; 
considering  in  our  consciences  that  in  order 
to  secure  improvement  of  every  kind  to 
that  country — in  order  that  the  hand  of 
industry  may  not  be  paralysed  by  the  hand 
of  the  assassin,  we  think  some  adequate 
remedf  must  be  applied ;  and  these,  Sir^ 
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are  the  reasons  wh;  m;  frienda  around 
— vith  me— deaira  to  give  their  assent  to 
the  first  reading  of  the  Bill  which  is  now 
before  the  House. 

Ma.  J.  O'BRIEN  moved  that  the  dohute 
be  adjourned. 
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Gnham,  rt.  bon.  Sir  J. 
Greene,  T. 
Grogan,  E. 
Hamilton,  J.  H. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Harrii,  ban.  Capt. 
Hayea,  Sir  E. 
Heatboote,  Sir  W. 
Herbert,  rt.  bon.  S. 
Henef ,  Lord  A. 


Mahon,  Tiaot. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Maetermon.  J. 
Meynell,  Capt. 
Milnes.  R.  M. 
Morpeth.  Viu^. 
Munda;.  E.  M. 
NGTille,  R. 
Fatten,  J,  W. 
Peel,  rt.  htm.  Sir  S. 
Feel,  J. 
Polhill,  F. 
Reid,  Col. 
Round,  J. 
Ruasell,  C. 
Sanderson,  R. 
Seymer,  H.  K. 
Shelbume,  Eari  of 
Sheppard,  T. 
Shirley.  E.  J. 
Smythe.  hon.  G. 
Somenet,  Lord  G. 
Spoooer,  R. 
Stanton,  V.  H. 
Strutt,  E. 


Holmes,  hn.  W.  A'Conrt    Sutton,  bon.  1 


Hope,  G.  W. 

Hothun,  Lord 
James,  Sir  W.  C. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jooelyn,  Vieet. 
Jonea,  Capt. 
Kelly.  Sir  F. 
Labouchere,  rt.  hon.  B. 

Lockbort,  V. 
Lowther,  Sir  J.  H. 
Lygon,  hon.  Oen. 
Mackeniie,  T. 
M'Neill,  D. 


Taylor,  J.  » 
Theaiger,  Sir  F, 
Thomely,  T. 
Tollemaebe,  J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trotter,  J. 
Vyae.  R.  H.  R.  H. 
Warbnrtcn,  H. 
Wellealey,  Lord  0. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
Wortley,  hon.J.  S. 


Tonng,  J, 

On  the  Question  bnng  again  put, 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNELL  moved  that  the 
debate  be  adjourned. 

Silt  R.  FEEL  said,  that  he  saw  that  it 
WM  useless  to  persist ;  he  therefore  would 
consent  to  the  adjournment.  He  would 
adjourn  until  to-morrow,  and  if  it  did  not 
then  come  on  he  would  then  name  the  time 
to  which  it  should  be  postponed. 

Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  that  he 
should  make  one  more  attempt  to  induce 
the  Government  to  give  way,  and  postpone 
the  farther  debate  on  this  Bill  until  after 
the  third  reading  of  the  Com  Importation 
Bill.  It  was  quite  clear,  from  the  tone  of 
the  debate,  that  his  hon.  Friends  around 
him  would  not  relinquish  their  right  to 
precedence  on  the  Motion,  for  the  sake  of 
this  BiU.  They  would  not  only  postpone 
this  Bill  until  after  Easter,  but  also  the 
Com  Bill;  and  if  this  Bill  was  passed  im- 
mediately after  Easter,  his  hon.  Priends 
had  equal  power,  if  they  choso  to  exercise 
it,  of  preventing  its  coming  on  on  any  but 
Ooveroment  nights.  The  discussion  might, 
therefore,  lost  four,  five,  or  six  nights. 
The  diaciusion  oa  the  Com  Bill  must  alao 
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ha  put  off,  if  the  OoTcmincnt  perHiBted  in 
passing  this  Bill.  The  consequence  would 
DO  that  tho  measure  on  which  the  hearts 
of  the  people  were  fixed  must  bo  put  otf 
to  an  indefinite  period.  Suppose  that  the 
vacation  lasted  ten  days,  a  week  would 
afterwards  be  taken  up  with  this  Bill,  and 
it  even  might  take  another  week  or  ten 
dajs.  He,  therefore,  should  move  that 
the  dehat«  should  bo  adjourned  for  three 
weeks.  GovemmoDt  would  lose  nothing 
by  this ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would  have 
the  opportunity  of  carrying  thoir  other 
measures. 

Sir  R.  peel  had  already  stated  that 
ho  should  postpone  the  dchato  tilt  next  day, 
not  in  the  hope,  however,  that  ho  should 
be  abje  to  bring  it  on,  but  he  thou  should 
be  able  to  announce  as  to  what  day  they 
should  adjourn  for  the  Easter  holidays,  and 
be  would  also  state  on  what  day  this  debate 
could  he  resumed.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  support  him  in  what  ho  pro- 
posed, in  order  that  ho  might  namo  a  day 
after  Easter  on  which  to  proceed  with  tho 
debate.  If  the  House  chose  to  adopt  tho 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  be  it  so. 
Ho  knew  well  the  power  of  a  minority  in 
that  House  to  protract  the  debate,  but  be 
was  not  resposiblc  for  the  delay.  Uo  was 
wilhng  to  give  every  fair  opportunity  of 
diseuBSLOn,  but  he  would  not  give  way  to 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Baronet. 

Mr.  ELLICE  hoped  that  his  hon.  Friend 
would  not  persist  in  his  Motion,  but  wait 
an  til  tn-inorrow. 

Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  did  not  think 
that  his  conduct  called  for   tho  remarks  of 
the  right  bon.  Baronet.     Ue  denied  that 
he  had  any  wish  to  consume  time  in  pro- 
tracted debates.     AU  that  he  wished  was 
to  save  time.     The  right  hon.  Baronet  said 
that   to-morrow  ho  would   announce  the 
course  he  meant  to  pursue.     Now,  he  hoped 
tiiat  the   right  hon.  Baronet  would   in   tho 
meantime,  on  reflection,    adopt   the  course 
which  he  suggested.     Hewouldthen  i  '  ' 
draw  his  Amendment   in  conformity 
the  feehng  of  the  House,  and  wonld  bring 
it  forward  again  to-morrow  if  ho  was 
Batis&ed. — Amendment  withdrawn. 

Debate  adjourned. 

House  in  Committoo  of  Supply. 

Honso  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS, 
Tueiday,  April?,  1846. 


(LORDS}  SaiUoapt.  6S3 

RAILWAYS. 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIB  presented 
to  the  House  the  Report  of  the  Oificcrs  of 
the  Railway  Department  for  1844  and 
1845.  He  would  take  the  opportunity,  in 
rising  to  present  that  Report,  to  enter  into 
tho  subject  with  reference  to  which  bis 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Monteagle)  had  antici- 
pated it  would  bo  hie  duty  to  offer  some  re- 
marks and  make  some  proposals  that  cvcn- 

^  to  their  Lordships.  Hc(lhe  Eariof  Dal- 
housie)  had  to  oficr  some  proposals  that 
evening  to  their  Lordships,  witn  referanco 
ilwayB  ;  and  he  would  have  given  no- 
tice for  the  occasion,  hut  it  was  desirable 
that  any  proposition  tho  Government  had 
make  on  tho  subject  should  be  made 
forthwith,  and  before  the  adjournment  of 
House.  He  bad  to  direct  their  Lord- 
_  s'  attention  to  the  state  of  tho  Rail- 
way Bills  now  in  progress  before  either 
House  of  Parliament,  and  the  course  it 
would  ho  right  for  Parliament  to  adopt. 
It  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  draw 
their  Lordships' attention,  even  incidentally, 
to  the  state  the  country  had  been  in  during 
the  last  twelve  months  with  respect  to  thoso 
Bills.  Even  atthecloseofl844,  the  feverish 
state  of  the  public  with  respect  to  thoso 
matters  was  great,  and  in  the  Session  of 
1 845  there  were  pending  in  ParUament  248 
Railway  Bills.  He  believed  it  wonld  bo  re- 
collected that  at  that  time  they  looked  npon 
that  number  as  something  that  was  unpre- 
cedented and  unmanagcahle  ;  and  Uembcra 
of  Parliament  were  ready  to  hold  up  their 
hands  and  thank  thmr  stars  that  it  was  im- 
possible such  a  state  of  things  should  con- 
tinue, or  that  such  a  number  of  Bills  should 
be  presented  to  Parhament  again.  But  ia- 
stcod  uf  that  being  the  case,  the  specula- 
tion waxad  more  hot  and  furious  every  day 
during  summer — it  increased  during  tho 
autumn — it  spread  to  every  class  of  the 
community,  rich  and  poor,  young  and  old; 
and  he  was  almost  ashamed  to  say,  that 
one  sex  was  an  much  engaged  in  it  as  tbo 
other.  The  practical  result  of  all  this  was, 
as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Joint  Stock 
Company's  Registration  officer,  that  there 
were,  before  the  31st  of  December,  provi- 
sionally registered,  be  believed,  upwuds  of 
1,400  schemes:  be  would  not  attempt  to 
state  the  amount  of  capital  that  was  sup- 
posed to  be  involved  in  them,  for  that  ca- 
pital, he  believed,  had  no  eiistenco.  On  tho 
jOthof  November,  there  were  deposited  with 
tho  Board  of  Trade  upwards  of  800  plans ; 
on  the  31st  of  December  that  number  had 
in  oome  sUght  degree  diniiniahed,  but 
&»rij  TQQ  men  do^witad  io  the  Friv&te 


659  aaOm^.  {Aphil  7} 

BUI  ofloA.  The  attention  of  Oorernment 
had  been  very  early  directed  to  this  Hul^eot, 
with  a  new  to  make  anch  arrangemeiite, 
befbre  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  as  migbt 
goide  Parliament  toirardi  aome  eonrse  to 
fae  adopted  with  referenee  to  those  under' 
takings.  Bat  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Govenunent  to  come  down  to  Parlia- 
ment at  the  comraenoemeDt  of  the  Session 
with  any  definite  moasare,  inaBmnoh  ae 
the  faots  on  which  th^  shoold  recommend 
locb  course  to  be  adopted  were  not  then 
ascertained.  If  the  Government  had  come 
down  at  the  commencement  of  the  Session 
and  aaid — "  However  desirable  it  may,  un- 
der ordinary  eircumstanoes,  fae,  that  you 
should  not  interfere  with  the  fair  course  of 
capital,  BtiU,  looking  to  the  unheard-of  state 
of  thingsthatejdsta  at  present  with  reference 
to  the  capital  proposed  to  be  rasployed  in 
rtulway  undertakings,  we  (the  Government) 
would  advise  you  to  reetriot  them,"  in  some 
way  as  was  nowpropoeedto  be  done;  the  an- 
swer would  have  bf«n,  "  Row  do  yon  know 
whatoapitalis tobeexpendedanthem?  The 
test  of  the  deposits  is  yet  to  come,  and  after 
that  the  test  of  the  Standing  Orders;  and  it 
may  be  that  not  one-third  of  the  schemes 
will  be  brought  under  tfao  consideration  of 
Parliament.'  With  a  view  as  far  ae  possible 
to  save  the  time  of  Parliament,  and  also  as 
a  cheek  upon  the  parties  themselves,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, at  the  commencement  of  the 
Sewion,  moved  for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
how  diey  should  dispose  of  the  railway 
business  in  the  present  Session;  and  he 
(the  Earl  of  Dalhonsie)  had  moved  for 
similar  Committee  in  that  House.  The 
Committee  sat  for  several  weeks.  After 
deliberation  on  the  subject,  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  came  to  the 
determination  that  it  was  not  expedient 
either  to  select  from  those  Bills  during  the 
present  Sesrion,  or  in  any  way  to  reatrict 
Jhe  course  of  them.  It  was  not  for  him  to 
give  an  (pinion  upon  that  decision.  He 
quite  admitted — and  he  had  on  all  occasions, 
both  there  and  elsewhere,  admitted — that  it 


Soitwtyt. 


634 


was  unsound  as  a  principle  to  interfere  with 
the  free  course  of  capital,  with  resect  to 
railways  as  any  other  business.  At  thci 
same  time,  he  thought  a  broad  distinction 
was  to  be  drawn,  and  which  was  drawn 
the  evening  that  he  first  brought  this  ques- 
tion under  their  consideration,  by  anoble  and 
learned  Lord  that  was  not  now  in  his  plact 
Itwassdifferentthing  to  interfere  with  pel 
sons  who  proposed  to  dispose  of  their  ow 
capital  without  the  interference  of  Pariia- 
meat,  tai  with  persons  who  propoied  to 


dispose  of  it  after  obtaining,  and  by  means 
of  obtsining,  from  Parliament  extensive 
and,  to  many,  objection^le  powers  for  car' 
rying  their  undertakings  into  effect.  The 
Committees  were  of  opinion  that  no  re- 
strictions should  be  imposed  or  selections 
made,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
dividing  the  business  between  the  two 
Houses.  Since  that  time  public  attention 
had  been  constantly  directed  to  tbe  sub- 
ject, and  much  discussion  bad  ensued. 
Recently,  that  public  opinion  and  those 
discussions  had  assumed  a  substantial 
form :  they  had  been  brought  under  the 
eonsideration  of  Parliament,  and  under  the 
notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  by 
means  of  petitions  to  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, and  memorials.  Those  documents 
represented,  what  he  was  certain  was  the 
entire  truth,  without  a  shadow  of  eiagge 
ration,  that  great  evils  bod  resulted  to  all 
branches  of  trade,  as  well  as  to  those  con- 
tiiemselves.  The  prices  of  all  ma- 
terials of  every  description  were  likely  to 
be  greatly  enhanced,  not  only  to  those  un- 
dertakings themselves,  but  to  other  under- 
takings. The  price  of  labour  was  likely 
to  be  greatly  increased,  and  he  (the  Ean 
of  Dalhousie]  would  be  the  last  person  to 
object  to  that  if  the  increase  were  likely  to 
be  permanent ;  hut  as  that  increase  was  only 
of  a  temporary  character  created  by  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  he  thought  it  would 
tend,  as  it  had  tended,  more  to  the  injury 
than  to  the  substantial  good  or  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  working 
Further,  by  the  groat  demand 
tot  money  which  now  existed,  and  which 
was  contemplated  as  likely  to  continue, 
all  other  branches  of  trade,  even  not  con- 
nected with  railway  undertakings,  were 
cramped  in  their  operations  in  a  way  that 
severely  affected  their  interests;  and  no 
one  could  doubt  that  this  tightness  in  the 
money  market  was  telling  most  severely 
upon  the  commercial  community.  It  waa 
not  other  trades  alone  that  were  affected 
by  the  present  state  of  things,  but  the 
railway  companies  themselves  were  affected 
by  it.  It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety. 
that  not  only  those  advancing  towards  the 
passing  of  their  Bills  would  suffer,  but  also 
those  already  in  existence  and  incoiporated. 
Even  the  old  established  companies,  who 
were  already  invested  with  full  powers,  who 
were  already  in  full  operation,  found  them- 
selves, when  desirous  of  increasing  their 
influence  and  adding  to  their  wealth  by 
the  construction  of  new  branches  to  the 
old  undertaking,  encompassed  with  diffi- 
cultiesj  uid  this  was  ewl  more  tlifl  case 
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with  those  companies  who  had  rery  re- 
cently ohtained  powers,  and  were  only  just 
beginuing  to  carry  their  projects  into  ef- 
fect. They  all  found  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  obtaining  any  Batisfactury  answer  to  the 
calls  which  they  made  for  the  psymcut  of 
t^e  moneys  for  which  the  BhareholdcFH  had 
made  themselves  responsible.  In  IreUnd, 
as  he  had  stated  to  their  Lordships  the 
other  evening,  matters  wcro  in  a  still  worse 
fitat«.  lie  understoud  that  already  appli- 
cations had  hecn  mode  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  repro- 
aentations  had  been  made  from  the  two 
that  might  be  fairly  considered  the  best  and 
most  promising  lines  in  Ireland,  settjng 
forth  their  desire  to  obtain  assistance  fi'onn 
OoverumcDt  to  carry  on  their  undertak- 
ings. One  of  these  was  the  Waterford 
and  Limerick  Railway — a  line  which  of 
all  others  the  people  of  that  country 
seemed  interested  in  seeing  Buecessfully 
directed — a  line  represented  to  he  a  most 
valuable  undertaking — valuable  not  alone 
in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  though  in 
that  most  valuable — but  as  being  strictly 
an  Irish  enterprise — ^originated  by  Irish- 
men, with  a  majority  of  Irish  sharehold- 
ers, having  Irish  capital,  and  having  cveiy- 
thing  connected  with  it  Irish.  It  was  the 
same  line  which  the  Commission  appointed 
in  1837  to  inquire  into  that  subject  especi- 
ally recommended;  and  yet  that  line  was 
now  almost  at  a  staudsttU.  The  other  rail- 
way to  which  he  alluded  was  the  one  in- 
tended to  connect  the  town  of  Newry  with 
Enniskillen  —  that  was  in  precisely  the 
same  condition  as  the  Waterford  and  Li- 
merick; and,  BO  great  had  been  the  dete- 
rioration in  the  value  of  shares  in  that 
line,  that  many  of  the  shareholders  bad 
sent  in  their  shares  and  got  rid  of  them  at 
2(.  6d.  per  share.  Their  Lordships  were 
now  engaged  and  would  be  engaged  during 
the  ensuing  Session  on  Irish  roilway  pro- 
JDCts  ;  many  of  these  would  be  unopposed; 
many  wero  making  their  way  without  diffi- 
culty or  hindrance  through  Parhament. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  desired  that 
DO  imptKliment  should  bo  offered  to  the 
consideration  of  all  such  lines  this  Ses- 
sion, in  the  beUef  that  the  passing  of 
those  Bills  would  be  a  great  boon  to 
the  ptople  of  Ireland,  as  likely  to  afford 
that  employment  which  was  so  requisite 
under  existing  circunistances;  and  yet 
all  these  objects  would  be  defeated  by 
the  evils  which  he  had  pointed  out.  Not 
only  would  the  promoters  of  these  particu- 
lar schemes  find  their  wishes  frustrated, 
luid  tbeir  original  colculadoiu  false;  but  it 


would  he  the  means,  by  increasing  the  de- 
mand for  money,  of  preventing  established 
companies  carrying  their  works  into  execu- 
tion; and  this  last  consideration  was  a 
most  important  one,  so  far  as  the  question 
of  giving  employment  was  ooncerned,  for 
the  older  companies  were  on  the  spot, 
prepared,  if  pennitted,  to  commence,  while 
the  other  newer  lines  could  not  for  some 
time  to  come  be  in  that  condition.  With 
rospect  to  the  general  state  of  feeling 
throughout  the  country  on  that  subject,  he 
could  not  state  anything  stronger  than 
what  he  hod  mentioned  to  their  Lordships 
on  a  former  occasion.  As  they  knew,  the 
progress  of  a  Railway  Bill  through  Parlia- 
ment had  always  been  watched  with 
anxiety;  had  been  the  means  of  stimulat- 
ing the  hopes  of  those  directly  engaged  in 
such  a  Bill,  and  the  expectations  of  others 
desirous  of  being  connected  with  it;  con- 
sequently that  invariably  for  that  period 
the  value  of  the  stock  had  increased.  But 
precisely  the  contrary  was  the  fact  now. 
Formerly,  when  a  Bdl  was  going  through 
Committee,  with  so  intense  on  interest 
was  its  fate  awaited,  that  it  was  said 
expresses  of  every  description  were  con- 
stantly sent  off*  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  convey  information  to  the  Stock 
Exchange ;  and  many  of  their  Lordships 
might  have  heard,  that  it  was  no  un- 
common thing  for  carrier-pigeonH  to  be 
let  loose  outside  the  doors  of  Poriiament 
to  wing  their  flight  to  the  Exchange, 
in  order  to  give  a  chance  to  some  on 
or  other  to  operate  successfully,  and  with 
the  advantage  of  early  information,  in 
railway  schemes.  But  now  he  had  been 
distinctly  infonned  by  parties  whose  infor- 
maljon  might  be  relied  upon,  and  whose  in- 
terests were  affected  by  the  results,  that  in 
this  Session — so  altered  were  the  circum- 
stances— just  in  proportion  as  railway 
schemes  appeared  to  be  favourably  advanc- 
ing through  Parhament,  and  as  tbey  had 
a  prospect  of  success,  exactly  in  that  pro- 
portion did  the  value  of  the  stock  fall  in 
the  market.  In  Scotland — in  his  own  coun- 
try— he  knew  that  not  only  was  this  descrip- 
tion of  railway  affairs  correct,  hut  it  was 
also  the  fact  that  there  was  a  most  earnest 
desire  on  the  part  of  all  those  engaged  in 
these  undertakings  to  free  themselves  from 
them — to  disconnect  themselves  altogether, 
for  the  present,  from  railway  enterprise.  He 
hadhimself  rcadthat  dayin  a  Scotch  paper 
of  three — he  knew  of  two — r^lways  which 
had  already  passed  through  several  of  the 
stages  in  the  House  of  Commons,  whicb 
bad  gone  tbnragh  Coounitteoa  met  with  iw 
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impediment,  ftnd  floated  obMstruiiedlj 
doirn  tlie  stream,  hMt  wliioh,  the  very  mo- 
ment thej  had  got  through  Committee,  had 
had  their  gubscribera  called  together  in 
Sootland,  with  a  view  of  inquiring  bow  and 
when  they  conld  wind  up  their  affairs,  and 
into  the  mode  by  which  they  coold  pat  a 
Btop  to  the  ondertaking.  Well,  now,  that 
WM  the  state  of  things;  and  the  very  pal- 
pable inqiury  which  would  be  made  would  be 
— if  they  did  wish  to  get  oat  of  these 
schemes,  to  get  disentangled  from  the  after 
liabilities— if  all  these  public  benefits  and 
private  advButages  would  result  from  such  a 
coarse — if  that  were  so,  why  on  earth  did 
they  not  wind  up  ?  Why,  the  answer  was, 
simply  for  this  reason,  that  the  law,  as  it 
at  pivsent  stood,  would  not  admit  of  snch  a 

Eoceeding — they  could  not  wind  up.  Now, 
I  might  observe  here — and  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  enter  into  any  argomcnts  to  justify 
the  opinion — that  though  he  agreed  wiUi 
those  who  hold  it  unwise  for  Parliament  to 
interfere  for  the  purpose  of  restncting  the 
free  course  of  capital  towards  any  given 
undertaking;  yet  it  was  in  no  way  objec- 
tionable— it  was  in  fact,  most  desiraltie — 
that  all  parties  might  be  furnished  with  the 
means  of  Meeting  and  restraining  the 
flow  of  tbeir  own  capital.  He  thought  it 
would  be  most  advantageous,  that  tboae 
who,  having  engaged  in  these  oonceraa, 
eubsequeaUy  saw  good  reasons  to  change 
tiieir  minds,  and  to  desire  to  escape  from 
the  trammels  with  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded, should  have  the  opportunity  af- 
forded to  them  of  repuring  the  error  ;  and 
he  was  dso  of  opinitm,  that  as  such  per- 
a  wve  now  applying  to  Parliament  for 
itities  by  whicn  to  enfranchise  them- 
selves, it  was  not  only  the  policy,  but  it 
was  also,  strictly,  the  duty  of  Parliament, 
to  oiifer  every  heility  in  its  power  for  the 
effecting,  in  a  l^tunato  manner,  of  that 
object.  He  would  not  go  into  the  details  of 
the  laws  by  which  such  transactious  were 
regulated.  There  was,  it  was  true,  in 
existence  an  Act  giving  powers  for  the 
winding  ap  of  the  ofFurs  of  joint-stock 
oompames  ;  but  that  Act  applied  only  to 
companies  which  had  already  obtained  tiieir 
corporate  character.  A  railway  company 
was  e^led  so  commonty  even  before  it  got 
its  Act ;  but  it  was  no  more,  in  reality, 
than  a  simple  partnership;  and  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  those  who  were  of  that 
partnership  to  free  themselves,  without  the 
consent  of  every  Member  and  every  partner. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  manifest  to  their 
Lordships,  that  it  was  impossible,  in  these 
greitt .  coDoerns,  in    which    hundreds  or 


thousands'  of  persons  were  eng&ged,  that 
such  a  freedom  as  that  he  spoke  of  could 
in  the  ordinary  way  be  obtained  within  any 
reasonable  time,  if  it  could  be  obtained  at 
all.  A  case  had  been  stated  to  him,  which 
had  also  been  mentioned  elsewhere,  of  ft 
railway  company  in  this  position : — ibey 
had  subscribed  a  capital  of  100,000^  which 
was  deposited  ;  they  saw  reason  not  to 
press  their  project,  and  they  desired  to 
wind  up  their  affairs  ;  and  on  opinion  was 
taken  to  inquire  if  that  were  possible.  Of 
the  100,0001.  there  had  been  spent  about 
10,0001.,  and  consequently  there  would 
have  remained  to  be  divided  among  the 
shareholders  a  sum  of  90,0001. ,  which  wonld 
have  given  them  21.  5i.  on  the  21.  IQg.  paid 
upon  each  share.  The  proposition  was  very 
generally  agreed  to  ;  but  it  was  objected 
to  by  a  very  few ;  and  consequently  it 
was  found  impossible  to  divide,  or  to  come 
to  the  desired  arrangement.  It  would  be 
allowed  to  be  undesirable  that  such  a  state 
of  things  should  continue  ;  and  the  law,  as 
he  was  informed,  required,  not  only  that 
the  absolute  consent  of  every  individual 
interested  in  this  partnership  should  be 
obtained  in  winding  up  affiurs,  but  even  if 
there  should  be  a  determination  at  a  ge- 
neral meeting  of  the  proprietors  to  wind 
up  —  even  ^  the  aitairs  actually  were 
wound  up — if  the  deposits  had  been  divided 
after  the  full  discharge  of  the  liabilities, 
still  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  one  single 
Uember  who  had  withheld  his  consent,  to 
require  all  the  parties  to  replace  those 
funds  in  the  original  state.  Now,  he  sud, 
that  such  a  law  was  not  solely  impolitic — 
it  was  most  unjust ;  and  it  bad  been  de- 
termined to  make  some  alteration.  It  was 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, as  early  as  possible  after  the  Easter 
recess,  to  introduce  a  Bill,  the  abject  of 
which  would  be  to  enable  railway  com- 
panies who  were  now  before  Parliament, 
and  had  not  obtained  their  corporate  ca- 
pacity, to  wind  up  their  affairs,  with  a  view 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  undertaking  to 
conduct  which  they  were  associated.  He 
would  as  shortly  as  possible,  and  avoiding 
detail,  lay  before  their  Lordships  this  pro- 
position, the  principle  upon  which  the  Go- 
vernment desired  to  legislate  as  regarded 
rulways,  and  the  mmn  objects  to  which 
their  efforts  wonld  bo  directed.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovfflnment  proposed  by  a  machi- 
nery to  be  provided,  that  means  should  be 
given  to  those  who  were  the  actual  holders  of 
stock  in  nulway  companies  to  cull  a  meet- 
ing of  the  proprietors,  and  determine  whe- 
ther the  affuTB  of  that  company  should  be 
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voimd  np  or  not :  that  that  meeting  Bhould 
decide  hj  n  majority —the  proportion  of 
numbers  probably  being  according  to  tlie 
number  of  shares  posBcased — whether  the 
compaoj  should  be  wound  up  or  not :  if  the 
propoiition  to  dissolve  should  be  negatived, 
the  Bill,  of  course,  was  to  be  proceeded 
with :  if  the  determination  should  be  b>  wind 
up,  then  a  certain  machinery  would  be  ai 
plied  ;  an  official  assignee,  probably, 
txt  as  tnistco  of  the  funds  of  that  company 
to  satisfy  all  the  demands  of  the  creditors 
on  that  fund  ;  and,  after  every  creditor 
should  bo  satisfied,  the  remaiuing  sum  would 
be  divided  rateably  among  those  who  were 
entitled  to  a  share  of  the  deposits.  If  there 
should  be  a  deficit,  which  was  not  likely  to 
occur,  hut  was  a  possible  event,  it  was  not 
proposed  that  there  should  bo  anycxemption 
to  tlic  parties  now  by  law  liable  for  the 
payment  of  all  the  expenses  that  might  be 
incurred,  ile  (tho  Earl  of  Dalhousie] 
thought  that  under  tho  operations  of  such 
a  fiiU,  every  facility  would  be  given  to 
companies  who  were  desirous  of  winding  up 
tbeirafTairs.  But  it  was  clear  that  a  scheme 
of  this  natnre  required  some  time  for  for- 
mation, and  that  soroo  little  timo  must 
elapse  before  soch  a  measure  as  that  con- 
templated eonid  pass;  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  railway  measures  before  Parliament 
were  proceeding  and  in  progress  through 
the  two  Houses.  Ue  b^ieved  that  many 
of  those  measures  were  of  the  character  he 
had  described  to  their  Lordships  ;  many  of 
the  shareholders  in  many  of  these  com- 
panies would  have  been  desirous  of  snch 
a  machinery  as  would  enable  them  to  wind 
op  their  affairs  ;  but  inasmuch  as  the 
shareholders  were  at  present  devoid  of  all 
power  to  effect  that  object,  those  measures 
would  —  if  some  airangoment  were  not 
made  —  pass  through  Parliament  before 
they  could  secure  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  which  they  intended  to  introduce,  or 
obtain  for  it  tho  sanction  of  Parliament. 
To  remedy  this  evil,  he  intended  to  propose 
a  Resolution,  "  that  if  a  petition  shall  he 
presented,  signed  by  a  majority  of  the 
holders  of  tho  shares  in  any  given  under- 
taking, praying  Parliament  to  suspend  the 
progress  of  that  undertaking  until  such 
time  as  the  measure  giving  facilities  for 
the  winding  up  of  railway  afiairs  shall  have 
been  adopted,  then  tho  progress  of  sucb 
nndertaking  shall  be  stayed  accordingly." 
There  were  some  few  Bills  which  had  al- 
ready come  from  the  other  House  up  to 
their  Lordships'  Uoose,  and  they  would 
como  under  the  operation  of  such  a  Reso- 
iatha  ^  tint  tlouM  i  «ad  tboH  whioh  hkd 


AiltMyf.  660 

in  that  House,  and  were  going 
towards  the  other,  with  thoso  in  the  other 
House,  which  had  not  passed  through  all 
the  stages,  would  be  equally  affected  by 
the  Resolution  of  the  other  House.  He 
detailed  the  broad  outlines  of  the 
which  he  proposed  to  submit  to 
their  Lordships,  The  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure was,  that  facihties  should  be  given  to 
railway  companies  to  wind  up  their  afFaim 
as  soon  as  possible  after  a  dotermination  to 
that  elfeot  had  been  come  to  ;  that  diat 
power  should  be  given  to  those  actually  in- 
terested in  the  fnnds  of  the  company ;  that 
such  a  course  should  be  decided  upon  only 
by  a  proportion  of  shareholders  to  bo 
stated  in  the  Bill ;  and  at  such  determina- 
tion ample  security  should  be  taken  for  the 
safe  custody  of  the  funds  of  the  company, 
for  the  hquidation  of  every  substantiated 
claim,  and  for  the  return  of  the  residue  to 
those  possessing  the  right  to  receive  it. 
There  was  also  included  tho  oontinuanco 
of  the  Uabilities  of  those  who  were  now 
liable.  And  also  with  respect  to  Bills 
in  progress  through  Parliament,  and  ex- 
pected to  be  passed  beforo  the  Bill  he 
now  described  should  have  the  consent 
of  the  Crown,  and,  consequently,  before 
tho  shareholders  could  have  an  opportn- 
nity  of  availing  thomselves  of  the  power 
which  they  now  hod  not;  a  Resolution 
would  bo  proposed,  that,  on  a  petition  being 
presented,  showing  that  a  mqority  of 
those  interested  in  tho  concern  were  de- 
sirouB  of  availing  themselves  of  the  {Httvi- 
sions  of  the  proposed  Bill,  the  progress 
of  the  particular  Railway  Bill  should 
be  stayed — not  rejected — until  such  time 
as  the  required  opportunity  was  availa- 
ble. As  he  had  stated  before,  ho  thought 
it  extremely  desirable  that  the  inten- 
tions of  Government  should  be  indicated 
previous  to  an  adjournment  for  the  Easter 
recess,  principallj  in  order  that  time  should 
be  saved,  and  likewise  that  the  parties  af- 
fected by  the  Bill  might  be  enabled  to  con- 
sider tho  matter;  that  they  might  not  be 
surprised ;  and  that  they  might  have  the 
full  opportunity  of  taking  whatever  pre- 
paratory step  they  might  think  proper.  As 
soon  after  the  Easter  recess  as  possible,  he 
would  submit  the  Bill  to  their  Lordships, 
and  they  wonld  then  be  enabled  to  discuss 
its  provisions  in  detail. 

LoKD  HONTEAGLE  oxproescd  his  sa- 
tisfaction at  the  Government  having  at 
length  become  sensible  of  the  propriety  of 
taking  some  decisive  step  in  this  matter  ; 
but  he  was  sorry  that  they  had  not  adopted 
the  roqoiiit*  prooeediogs  long  ago,  as  he 
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fmred  ^t  mnoh  injur;  had  reaulted  from 
the  delay  that  had  taken  place.  Hnch  in- 
jury had,  he  beliered,  resulted  to  personi 
intereBted  in  railways,  and  to  the  public 
generally,  from  the  fact  that  BharaholderH 
appeared  to  be  very  generally  ienorant 
ni  their  right  to  petition  Parliament 
praying  the  Hoose  to  atay  the  progreaa 
of  exc^tionable  Bills,  or  even  to  irith- 
hold  their  assent  from  snoh  Bills  alto- 
ge&er.  He  knew  not  to  what  tills  de- 
Iniion  was  to  be  attributed,  unless  indeed 
it  was  to  interested  persons  having  the 
charge  of  Railway  Billa,  who  might  haya 
used  their  exertions  to  keep  the  share- 
holders in  the  dark  on  this  important 
qaea^n;  their  main  object  being  that, 
no  matter  what  might  be  the  ultimate 
fate  of  such  Sills,  sufficient  money  might 
be  subscribed  on  account  to  indemnify 
th^n  for  their  expenses  and  other  costs. 
The  plan  which  the  noble  Earl  proposed 
was  one  in  the  administration  and  carry- 
ing out  of  which  much  precaution  would 
be  necessary.  The  first  indication  of  the 
necessity  of  some  measure  such  as  that 
which  the  Qoremment  was  now  about  to 
pursue,  had  come  from  the  portion  of  our 
oountiymen  generaUy  considered  the  most 
shrewd  and  sutBible  abore  all  others  when 
th«r  interests  were  in  quostion-Tthe  people 
of  Scotland.  It  was  the  North  Britons  who 
took  the  earliest  alarm  on  this  subject,  and 
first  represented  the  wisdom  and  good  policy 
of  afibrding  to  tfaoae  who  had  perhaps  been 
tempted  to  speculate  incantionsly,  an  oppor- 
tunity for  retracing  their  steps,  and  appeal- 
ing to  Parliament  to  annul  or  suspend  the 
progress  erui  of  their  own  Bill.  But  great 
precantion  would  be  required  in  carrying 
out  such  a  plan  as  that  contemplated  by  the 
noble  Earl.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of 
competing  companies,  interested  parties 
might  seek  to  run  down  the  credit  of  e 
ticniar  nulway,  for  the  purpose  of  pur 
ing  the  shares  at  a  very  low  discount,  and 
then  dividing  the  deposits,  time  obtaining 
a  large  profit  by  the  transaction.  Such  a 
proceeding  as  this  was  not  unnatural;  but 
it  was  knavish  and  diacreditable  in  the  last 
degree,  and  Oovemtnent  should  take  care 
to  guard  against  it.  Infinite  mischief  also 
had  already,  and  probably  would,  continue 
to  result  from  what  already  had  been  found 
a  frequent  source  of  ovil — the  system  of 
permitting  railway  speculation  on  an  insig- 
nificant scale,  by  allowbg  the  capital  to 
be  raised  in  shares  of  a  very  small  amount. 
This  peddling  description  of  speculation 
had  been  attended  with  most  disastrous 
confequenceB,    OoVemment  and  the  L^ii 
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latnre  shotild  retrace  their  atepe  in  this  r»- 
speet ;  and  while  tiiey  gave  encouragement 
to  the  bond  fide  investment  of  eapital,  they 
should  take  care  to  discountenance  in  the 
most  marked  manner  the  "littte-go"  sys- 
tem of  speculation,  which  the  humblest, 
and  he  bad  almost  said  the  most  destitute, 
classes,  were  enabled  to  traffic  in.  No  one 
could  he  more  averse  than  he  to  depriving 
the  humble  classes  of  the  power  and  oppor- 
tunity of  investing  their  savings  with  se- 
curity according  to  their  linuted  means  ; 
.  matters  of  speculation  those  classes 
not  the  most  competent  judges  of 
what  was  likely  to  prove  of  advantage  to 
them  ;  and  thenfore  into  this  field  of  ad- 
venture they  should  not  he  encouraged 
to  enter.  On  the  grounds  of  public  mo- 
rality, if  fw  no  other  reason,  he  hoped 
that  the  Qoremment  would  perceive  the 
propriety  of  putting  an  end  to  a  system 
which  had  been  productive  of  that  reck- 
less  and  irrational  practice  of  low  gam- 
bling in  railway  speculations,  the  injurions 
effects  of  which  were  now  so  p^fulty 
the  stagnation  of  our  commerce, 
and  the  parolysation  with  which  our  bank- 
ing and  trading  interests  had  been  afflicted. 
The  evils  which  were  now  experienced 
in  so  distressing  a  degree  were  assuredly 
to  a  certwn  extent  to  he  ascribed  to  the 
neglect  or  inefficient  conduct  of  the  Go- 
vernment itself.  Take  as  an  example  their 
conduct  in  relation  to  railroad  deposits. 
The  point  for  which  he  was  now  con- 
tending had  been  urged  on  the  consider- 
ation of  Government  when  the  question 
was  discussed  of  first  compelling  share- 
holders to  pay  in  thnr  deposits  in  money; 
subsequently  of  investing  their  deposits  in 
stock ;  and  finally,  selling  out  that  stock 
in  order  to  commence  the  execution  of 
their  works.  If  the  Government  hod  at 
an  earlier  period  taken  this  matter  into 
consideration,  and  introduced  some  such 
measure  respecting  it  as  he  was  now 
happy  to  learn  was  in  progress  in  the  other 
House,  much  benefit  would  have  long  since 
resulted,  and  some  portion  at  least  of 
that  derangement  of  the  trading,  com- 
mercial, and  banking  interests  which  they 
bad  now  so  deeply  to  deplore,  would  have 
been  prevented.  He  concurred  with  the 
noble  Earl  in  thinking  that  it  would  have 
been  unwise  and  inexpedient  for  Govern- 
ment to  have  interfered  with  ordinary  com- 
mercial speculation,  or  the  legitimate  flow 
of  capital  {  but  it  was  to  him  a  matter  of 
deep  regret  tiiat  they  had  not  perceived 
the  wisdom  of  adopting  a  course  which 
that  noble  Earl  had  recommended  as  likely 
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to  prerciit  great  publiu  inconToniciiee,  and 
to  promote  mucii  public  good,  lie  alluded 
to  the  aystem  of  classifying  the  application 
for  railways.  Surely  uothing  could  have 
becD  easier  for  a  Comoiittee  of  their  Lord- 
ebipa'  House  than  to  hare  reportud  tbat 
the  public  interests  would  bo  advanced  by 
giving  precedence  in  order  of  discuaaion 
to  Kailwoy  So,  1  over  Railway  So.  2, 
and  to  So.  3  over  So.  4.  This  it  was 
tbougbt  could  not  have  been  advantage- 
ously done  in  their  Loi-dsbips'  ilouae,  be- 
cause all  tbe  Railway  Bills  were  not  before 
tiieir  Loritdhips,  but  before  the  Commons. 
Still  the  plan  was  a  rational  and  a  just 
one  ;  and  if  it  had  been  successively  and 
firmly  urged  by  the  Government  in  the 
lower  House,  the  conscfiuences  to  the  trad- 
ing and  banking  interests,  and  to  the 
public  generally,  would  bave  been  most  be- 
neficial. He  deeply  regretted  that  the 
Oovemmcnt  had  not,  at  an  earlier  period 
of  tbc  Session,  taken  eume  ituch  step  as 
they  now  appeared  to  understand  the  ne- 
cessity of  adopting.  With  respect  to  the 
coUTdC  of  policy  proposed  by  tbe  noble 
Karl  to  be  adopted  at  a  future  day.  his  ob- 
jections to  it  were  on  account  of  its  ex- 
treme vagueness  and  indistinct ncsa.  It 
merely  rested  on  the  noble  Earl's  speech : 
he  introduced  no  Bill,  he  proposed  no 
definite  resolution  ;  there  was  nothing  tan- 
gible about  it — nothing  that  could  be  con- 
sidered-— nothing  that  could  be  measured, 
though  it  affected  an  amount  of  property 
almost  incalculable :  all  would  be  left 
vaguo  and  indistinct  up  to  the  time  tbe 
proposed  Bill  itself  should  be  introduced. 
It  would  bovo  been  well  liad  the  precaution 
been  even  taken  of  printing  and  publishing 
the  Bill  wLieb  it  woa  intended  to  introduce 
after  tbe  Easter  recesa;  for  parties  inter- 
ested in  railway  matters  wouhl  more  clearly 
understand  their  position,  and  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  comprehending  what 
were  the  intentions  of  Government  in  their 
bebalf.  The  principle  of  the  Bill,  as  far 
as  ho  could  understand  it,  he  cordially  ap- 
proved of ;  but  it  was  a  matter  of  regret  to 
him  that  tlie  noble  Earl  had  not  been  more 
distinct,  more  circumstantial  and  minute, 
in  hia  atateciieut  of  tbe  policy  intended  tu 
bo  adopted  by  tbc  Govemmcnt.  The  noble 
Earl  made  some  general  observations  about 
the  machinery  of  the  plan  that  was 
tended  to  be  adopted;  but  he  did  not  enter 
into  details  or  jiartlculars,  and  it  va 
bo  feared  that  notliiug  but  doubt 
confusion  would  result  from  tbc  vnguc- 
nesB  and  indistinctness  of  his  pnipositiuii. 
^a    would  retpecifulij   urgo   bu  noble 
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Friend  to  tbe  considorstton  of  this  ques- 
tion, whether  it  would  not  be  possible 
for  him  at  once  to  give  to  the  public  t»  ej^ 
tenso,  or  at  all  events,  in  all  its  material 
parts,  tbe  plan  which  the  Government  in- 
tended to  carry  into  etfect.  He  bad  one 
iggestion  to  make,  of  which  be  thought 
the  noble  Lord  would  see  tho  necessity. 
ire  should  be  taken  to  limit  tbe  appUco- 
ms  for  dissolutions  of  companies  by  wise 
id  salntarv  restrictions,  so  that  such  ap- 
plications might  in  all  cases  be  bond  jjoa 
and  legitimate.  Abuses  might  otherwise 
isc.  Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  cose  of 
o  rival  and  competing  schemes,  one 
ght  endeavour  to  obtain  a  certain  inter- 
t  in  the  other  by  buying  up  their  shares; 
and  having  done  this,  they  might  cndca- 
'our  to  throw  their  affairs  into  confiision, 
n  order  that  there  might  be  a  pretext  for 
.pplyinir  to  Parliament  by  petition  for  & 
dissolution.  Such  an  evil  as  this  should 
be  strictly  guarded  against;  and  care  should 
be  taken  that  what  was  designed  as  &  re- 
medial measure  should  not  be  converted 
into  an  instrument  for  harassing  and  annoy- 
ing competing  lines.  Ho  thought  the  mea- 
sure should  have  been  made  to  take  effect 
from  a  certain  day,  namely,  the  day  of 
the  present  declaration,  in  analogy  to  the 
effect  given  to  a  resolution  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  a  duty :  such  resolution  took  efii^t 
from  the  date  of  the  passing  the  resolution. 
He  considered  a  company  that  could  not 
or  did  not  propose  to  carry  out  its  under- 
taking, was  a  groat  injury  to  the  com- 
munity. An  unfinished  railroad  would 
be  found  one  of  tbe  greatest  nuisances 
tliat  could  be  inflicted  on  the  country. 
In  182-}-,  when  the  tide  of  speculation  was 
high,  when  the  "bore"  was  running  up 
the  river,  as  rapidly  as  at  the  present 
time,  many  of  tbe  schemes  were  foreign 
ones ;  and  the  money  embarked  in  1^ 
Columbia  Pearl  Fishery,  or  tbe  Sandwicb 
Islands  Sandalwood  Company,  was  simply 
lost  and  wasted.  But  in  the  case  of  an 
unfinished  r^troad,  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts would  ho  left  with  a  great  dry 
ditch  cut  through  tho  centre  of  the  country, 
vritbout  rails,  and  without  any  poswhility 
of  completing  the  plan.  Then  in  what 
a  position  would  the  landholders  along 
the  lino  be  placed  J  For  three  years  they 
would  have  tho  compulsory  powers  of  the 
Act  hanging  over  their  heads,  which  might 
di-privc  them  of  the  most  valuable  part  of 
thi'ir  estates.  With  respect  to  Bills  now 
before  Parliament,  it  was  to  bo  hoped  that 
both  Houses  would  perceive  tho  necessity 
of  BUSfuidiiig  thw  fuitlier  prsgreBS  nntil 
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tho  meaanre  which  was  in  the  contemplation 
ofQovemmoatBhould  have  been  introduced. 
Most  asauredly  lie  (Lord  Muntcaglc)  would 
not  consent  to  the  pasHing  of  nny  BiU,  evou 
through  a  aingle  stage,  until  their  Lord- 
ships should  be  in  poBsessioo  of  the  Go- 
vernment meoBure.  There  was  another 
point  in  reference  to  which  much  care  and 
caution  would  require  to  be  used.  The 
noble  Earl  proposed  that  Bills  ahould  be 
auBpended  in  compliance  with  a  petition 
signed  bj  a  majority  of  the  sharehuldcrB  ; 
but  here  a  diffienltj  ai-oae  :  for  how  were 
their  Lordabips  to  know  whether  the  pro- 
portion of  shareholders  signing  the  petition 
did  in  truth  constitute  the  majority  or 
stronger  part  of  the  company,  either  in  re- 
spect of  members  or  in  respect  to  the 
amount  of  stock  which  they  held  ;  or  how 
were  they  to  he  sure  of  either  or  both  of 
theae  facts,  first,  that  the  signatures  were 
authentic,  and  secondly,  that  the  parties 
signing  were  indeed  Bhoreholdcrs  at  the 
period  of  the  presentation  of  the  petition  ? 
These  were  all  matters  which  should  be 
taken  seriously  and  carefully  into  consider- 
ation. One  word  more,  and  he  hod  done. 
Allusion  had  been  made  by  the  noble 
£ari  to  tho  difficulty  which  some  Insh 
railway  companies  had  experienced  in  get- 
ting their  capital  paid  up.  This  might 
perhaps  be  the  case  in  some  instances;  but 
he  denied  that  the  rule  held  good  in  the 
oase  of  all  Irish  railway  enterprises.  The 
rule  WB9  the  other  way.  With  reapect  to 
the  majority  of  railways  in  Ireland,  it  was 
perfectly  consistent  with  truth  to  allege  of 
them  ^at  they  were  admirably  conducted, 
and  presented  instances  of  as  judicious, 
careful,  and  effective  management  as  could 
be  found  in  any  country  in  the  world.  He 
might  particularize  the  cases  of  the  Dublin 
and  Kingstown  Railway,  the  Dublin  and 
Drogheda  Railway,  and,  as  far  as  its  ope- 
rations had  as  yet  extended,  the  Dublin 
and  Cashel.  Difficulty  in  obtaining  capital 
for  such  enterprises  might  perhaps  be  felt 
to  some  extent  just  at  the  present  moment 
in  Ireland;  but  it  was  not  oxperieneed  In 
A  greater  degree  than  in  England,  where 
it  was  well  known  that  whereas  money 
might  be  had  in  plenty  at  two  and  a  half 
per  cent  last  year,  now  some  of  tho  best 
established  English  railroads  hod  found 
it  difficult  to  nusa  a  capital  at 
cent. 

Lord  KINNAIBB  did  not  attach  bkmc 
to  the  Government  for  not  having  brought 
forward  this  question  at  an  earlier  period, 
but  thought  that  considerable  blame  at- 
4ached  to  them  for  not  having  interfered 
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with  the  question  of  dcpositB.  IIo  thought, 
however,  that  it  would  have  been  better  if 
the  proposition  of  the  Government  hod 
come  two  or  three  days  earlier,  because  it 
would  then  have  been  more  satisfactorily 
discussed.  He  begged  to  suggest  whether 
it  might  not  be  possible  to  devise  some  ex- 
podiout,  even  with  the  powers  which  their 
Lordships  already  possessed,  to  remedy,  at 
least  in  a  temporary  m&nuer,  the  evil  now 
felt,  and  to  prevent  shareholders  from  being 
further  involved  in  projects  which  they 
feared  would  prove  far  from  profitable. 
There  was  already  a  Standing  Order,  that, 
in  the  case  of  companies  already  establish- 
ed seeking  for  fresh  powers,  the  applica- 
tion could  not  be  entertained  unless  it  could 
be  shown  that  it  hod  been  approved  of  by 
a  majority  of  the  shareholders  at  a  BpeciM 
meeting.  Now  he  suggested  whether  it 
might  not  be  possible  to  introduce  a  Motion 
directing  that,  in  the  case  of  projected 
compoDiea,  when  the  question  arose  as  to 
whether  the  Bill  should  be  advanced  a 
stage,  it  should  ho  rendered  impera- 
tive on  the  applicants  to  show  that  tlie 
assent  of  the  shareholders  had  been  ob- 

LoRD  WHARNCLIFFE  concurred  in 
the  expediency  of  adopting  some  such  mea- 
sure as  that  proposed  by  the  noble  Earl, 
and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  satisfaction  at  tho  proposal  that  had 
been  made.  He,  however,  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Government  should  have  taken 
this  course  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion, when  they  could  have  made  a  teason- 
able  calculation  of  the  amount  of  business 
they  would  have  to  deal  with.  He  wished 
to  ask  the  noble  Earl,  in  the  plan  ho  pro- 
posed for  preparing  tho  way  for  those  mea- 
sures which  he  intended  to  bring  before 
their  Lordships,  whether  he  proposed  to 
effect  his  object,  in  respect  to  pending 
Railway  Sills,  by  means  of  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee,  or  whether  he  merely 
intended  to  leave  the  question  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  the  way  he  had  stated — namely, 
by  the  presentation  of  petitions  on  the  part 
of  the  shareholders  ?  He  thought  it  would 
be  better  upon  the  first  day  of  their  re-OS- 
sembling  after  the  rocesB,  that  some  Stand- 
ing Order  should  bo  agreed  upon  which 
would  expressly  declare,  to  ail  parties  con- 
cerned, the  conditions  and  mode  by  which 
they  would  be  enabled  to  take  advantage 
of  the  proposal  of  the  noble  Earl.  There 
were  five  Bills  now  on  their  Lordships' 
Table  woiting  for  a  third  reading.  He 
trusted  tliat  no  further  progress  would  he 
made  in  i-especl.  to  these  BIUe  yptil  thl# 
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qaestion  bo  settled.  He  also  irished  to  uk 
whether  the  GoTemment  h&d  considered 
the  cxpedicnc;  of  adopting  soma  arrange- 
ment in  respect  to  the  Bills  passed  last 
Session,  so  as  to  render  them  all  subject  to 
any  general  roles  that  might  be  recom- 
mended by  Parliament  ? 

The  Barl  of  DALHOUSIB  said,  that 
rach  a  clause  would  be  introduced  as  would 
bring  all  those  Bills  referred  to  by  the  no- 
ble Lord  under  the  one  arrangement,  and 
no  Bills  would  obtain  the  force  of  Uw  until 
(hia  clause  was  agreed  to.  In  reply  to  the 
other  question  asked  by  the  noble  Lord,  it 
was  his  intention  to  propose  that  in  any 
Sessional  Orders  that  might  be  agreed  to, 
the  condition  and  mode  should  be  distinctly 

Xecified  by  which  the  different  companies 
onld  bo  enabled  to  arail  themselves  of 
the  proposal  of  the  Government.  He  be- 
lieved that  a  proposition  would  be  made  in 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  to  postpone 
the  further  progress  of  Railway  Bills  until 
the  27th  or  29th  of  April.  It  was  his  in- 
tention,  on  the  first  day  of  their  meeting 
after  the  recess,  to  submit  a  Resolution, 
the  object  of  which  would  be,  to  make  it 
a  Sessional  Order  of  the  House  that,  in 
respect  to  those  Railway  Bills  proceeding 
in  their  course  through  Parliament,  the 
farther  progress  of  them  should  be  stoyed 
upon  the  presentation  of  petitions  signed 
by  a  majority  of  the  shareholders,  contain- 
ing a  prayer  to  that  effect.  With  respect 
to  the  charge  that  was  made  against  Go- 
verTunent  for  not  having  taken  this  course 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Session,  he  bad 
again  to  xtate  to  their  Lordships  that  during 
die  months  of  September  and  October,  the 
Members  of  the  Government  had  repeat- 
edly met  together  vrith  a  view  of  consider- 
ing this  subject.  They  did  not  think  it 
right  to  restrict  the  investments  to  any  par- 
ticular amount;  but  it  was  generally  acrced 
npon  that  a  selection  should  be  made  of 
those  schemes  to  which  priority  would  be 
given  in  the  consideration  of  them  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament.  Great  trouble 
was  then  taken  in  classifying  the  whole 
800  schemes.  They  were  classified  ac- 
cording to  the  relative  importance  of  each. 
It  was  true  that  this  plan  was  never 
specifically  submitted  in  the  form  of  Re- 
solutions to  the  Committoo  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  It  was,  however, 
perfectly  well  known.  Although  it  vrould 
be  most  important  to  pass  these  Resolu- 
tions as  rapidly  as  possible,  yet  the  fullest 
opportunity  would  be  afforded  to  noble 
2rfwds  after   the  recess  to  ducuM  their 


The  MARQUEsa  of  LAN8D0WNE  said, 
he  did  not  think  that  the  nohle  Earl  had 
distinctly  stated  what  he  meant  to  do  in 
respect  to  the  Bills  on  the  Table  of  tfae 
House  that  were  waiting  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  said,  that 
considering  tfae  other  House  intended  to 
come  to  similar  Resolntions,  he  had  thought 
that  this  fact  would  be  considered  as  a 
suiGcient  check  on  the  progress  of  these 
Bills.  On  the  first  day  of  their  re-assem- 
bling after  the  recess,  it  was  his  intention 
to  propose  a  similar  Resolution  to  that 
which  he  supposed  would  be  this  evening 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
no  Railway  Bill  should  be  read  a  third 
time  tiU  the  27th  April. 

House  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  thc2l9t 
instant. 
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RAILWAY  BILLS. 
Lord  GRANVILLE  SOMERSET,  in 
rising  to  move  the  Resolution  of  which  ho 
had  given  notice,  begged  to  say  that  ho 
had  somewhat  altered  it  from  its  original 
form.  With  regard  to  the  spirit  by  which 
he  was  actuated  in  bringing  it  forward,  he 
should  say  that  he  wished  to  show  neither 
favour  nor  affection  to  any  party.  In  fact, 
he  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  parties 
who  would  be  affected  fay  it.  The  great 
object  was  to  give  time  and  opportunity  to 
such  subscribers  to  railway  companies  as 
might  be  undoeidcd  regarding  the  course 
ttkej  m|^to7«KmB,ta  vmSkt  irlwtiber 


Sailwaif  SUU. 


{April  7} 


Prtvauaah. 


m 


they  would  wish  to  eurj  out  tbelr  original 
intentions,  or  stop  ihort  and  diiUilTe  the 
eompames  they  had  fanned.  He  thought 
that  stibsoribera  ahoold,  under  all  the  eir- 
eanietancea,  be  allowed  time  to  ooniider 
the  best  coiirae  to  be  adopted.  If  meet- 
inga  of  sharebolden  were  held,  the  proba- 
bility would  be  tiiat  in  nine  casea  out  of 
ten  the  direotora  would  willingtj  carry  out 
the  wiahea  of  the  majority  of  the  aub- 
Bcribera;  and  the  probability  waa  that  Par- 
liament would  Boon  pasB  aome  law  to  en- 
able them  to  break  up  their  eoinpanieB. 
But  in  the  praaont  atate  of  the  law  it  was 
not  unnatural  that  directora,  who  were  re- 
Bponaible  for  the  due  appropriation  of  the 
funda  entnuted  to  their  care,  should  he 
nnwilling  to  take  upon  themselrea  the  per- 
fonnance  of  any  act,  the  consequence  of 
whieh  tnigbt  be  doubtful.  In  order,  then, 
to  giro  -time  to  anbsoribers  living  in  the 
eountry  to  beoomo  acquainted  with  what 
was  proposed,  and  to  take  meaaures  for  the 
eipression  of  their  opinions,  It  wonld  be 
necesftory  that  at  least  a  fortnight  should 
elapse.  It  might  be  ni^ed  as  an  objec- 
tim  to  the  Motion,  that  in  many  instances 
a  vast  number  of  witnesses  would  have  to 
be  kept  in  town  at  an  enormous  expense; 
hut  when  it  was  conaldN^  that  most  of 
the  Oommittees  of  the  House  would  ad- 
journ in  the  course  of  to-morrow,  until  the 
Monday  week  following,  and  that  the  Reso- 
lution extended  &b  time  for  only  another 
week,  that  objection  could  not  bo  con- 
Bidered  worthy  of  any  very  great  conai- 
deration.  Some  parties  bad  gone  into  a 
most  reokleea  course  of  expenditure,  and 
for  Ruoh  he  had  no  pity;  but  for  tjie  re- 
mainder the  hardship  would  Dot  be  very 
gre«t  tor  one  week.  He  begged,  there- 
fbre,  to  move^ 

"  That  all  pnxieedlnfB  on  RaitmiT  Billi  in  Oom- 
mittwt,  and  in  the  Hosae,  afiir  Thundaj  next, 
ba  ptMtpoaed  until  Usudar,  tha  3Tth  d^j  of  thic 
initaiit  April." 

Lord  HARRY  VANB  hod  no  obieotion 
to  the  MotioB  on  geneml  ground*,  bnt 
there  were  certfun  caaes  which  he  thought 
■houtd  be  excepted  from  its  operation — 
those  in  which  the  proeeedinga  before  the 
Committees  on  Oroups  had  been  brought 
nearly  to  a  termination,  bat  which  coold 
probably  not  be  quite  terminated  by 
Thuradar.  The  Committee  to  which  he 
belonged  had  nearly  terminated  the  busi- 
ness before  it,  and  it  would  be  very  incon- 
venient to  have  their  proceedings  stopped 
in  anefa  a  summary  manner. 

Hft.  WILSON  PATTEN  did  not  tiiink 
tba  objeotioa  gf  tlie  poU«  Uoti  (Lisd 


Harry  Vane)  a  valid  one.  If  any  txem~ 
tiOD  were  made,  he  (Ur.W.  Patten)  thought 
it  should  be  in  favour  of  the  Scottish  Grand 
Junction  Railway — a  fiill  in  favour  of 
which  the  House  had  already  made  excep- 
tions to  their  Standing  Orders  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expediting  it,  in  order  to  give  em- 
ployment to  the  population  along  the  pro- 
posed line. 

Sir  JOHN  EA8TH0PB  said,  that  after 
having  carefully  considered  tbe  whole  case, 
he  thought  it  better  that  the  entire  busi- 
neat  should  stand  over  as  proposed  by  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Qranville  Somerset).  If 
any  exception  were  made,  it  ought  to  he 
only  in  favour  of  die  extenuons  of  the 
great  trunk  lines. 

The  Motion  agreed  to.  It  was  also  oi^ 
dered  that  no  Railway  BiU  be  read  ft  third 
time  before  Monday  April  27th. 

paiVATE  BILLS. 
Mr.  HUME  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  oonsid^ration  of  the  beat  pos- 
sible means  for  lessening  the  labour  and 
expense  attendant  on  Private  Bills,  and  fhr 
preventing,  what  he  was  sorry  to  say  too 
freqnently  ooourred,  tiie  sacrifice  of  the 
public  interests.  He  did  so  on  several 
grounds.  But  the  Sanatory  Committee 
had,  in  their  second  Report,  embodied  all 
the  prinoiplea  for  which  lie  had  been  con- 
tenting for  some  years.  They  stated  in 
that  Report  that,  as  matters  had  hitherto 
been  arranged,  there  had  been  one  Bill 
brought  in  for  the  conatroetion  of  water- 
works, one  fiill  for  paving,  one  Bill  for 
lighting,  and  one  Bill  for  effecting  other 
improvements— in  short,  a  variety  of  Bills 
were  brought  in  for  one  and  the  same 
locality,  which  had  led  to  great  expense  to 
the  public,  whilst  the  interests  of  the  public 
were  not  properly  represented  in  the  pas- 
sage of  such  Bills  through  Parliament. 
By  the  Papers  which  he  bad  moved  for,  it 
would  appear  that  in  the  Seesion  of  1844 
there  were  forty-seven  Bills  before  Parlia- 
ment, conaisting  of  paving,  lighting,  pdioe, 
waterworka,  docks,  harbours,  piers,  and 
market  Bills;  thatin  1845therewere  seven- 
ty-two such  Bills ;  and  that  this  year  there 
were  no  less  than  134.  Notwithstanding 
the  Report  t^  the  Sanatoi7  Committee, 
and  the  pledge  which  the  Government  had 
given  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
carrjiog  out  the  recommendation  of  that 
Committee,  there  were  more  waterworks 
Bills  this  year  than  had  ever  prorioualy 
been  known.  He  contended  that  none  of 
thcMe  Bills  Aould  recmve  the  sanction  of 
CarUi^mMt  nntil  ft  CgnuuisuoBer  hod  beat 
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Bent  down,  on  the  part  of  GoTemmcnl,  to 
aee  tliat  works  of  this  description  were 
required,  and  tlint  evidence  should  be  taken 
on  the  spot,  where  parties  who  were  not 
interested  mig-lit  be  examined  upon  the 
subject.  It  was  a  wcU-known  fact  that 
the  heat  evidence  was  not  produced  before 
the  House.  A  vast  portion  of  private  Bills 
were  introduced  upon  the  tcalimony  of  it 
terested  persons,  whilst  the  interests  of  th 
public  at  largo  were  almost  entirely  kept 
out  of  view.  Instead  of  this  House  having 
to  decide  upon  Biila  running  counter  to 
each  other,  the  question  upon  which  the 
deeision  of  the  House  ought  to  be  asked 
was,  what  is  the  best  mode  of  watering 
such  places  as  Liverpool  and  Bristol;  and 
tnonej  should  not  be  expended  npon  such 
contentions  as  were  now  going  on  in  1' 
Committees  of  this  IIousc.  There  was 
reason  why  a  general  Bill  should  not  bo 
passed,  under  which  any  town  wishing  to 
have  waterworks  might  establish  them 
without  coming  to  Farhament  at  all.  The 
same  might  be  done  with  respect  to  Bills 
for  the  formation  of  piera,  harbours,  and 
gas  works ;  and  he  hoped  that  after  the 
Easter  recess.  Ministers  would  be  prepared 
to  appoint  a  Committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  best  mode  of  framing  one 
model  Bill  for  all  those  different  subjects, 
80  that  a  form  would  be  laid  down  in  ac- 
cordance with  which  the  parties  would  draw 
up  their  plan,  and  on  submitting  it  to  tho 
inspection  of  a  public  officer  they  should 
have  their  Bill  agreed  to  without  incurring 
the  enormous  expense  of  coming  to  that 
House.  Those  were  the  objects  he  had  in 
Tiew.  The  hon.  Member  concluded  by 
moving — 

"  That  a  Salcct  CofflDuttce  bo  nppoiotcd  to 
examine  thuappUcationg  for  Local  Acta  durinjtthii 
SeMiun  of  Pikrliiinicnt ;  to  examine  eapeciall;  in 
respect  to  tho  Bills  for  the  erection  of  new  Wster- 
wotks.  Drainage,  and  Paring  luid  Improvepienta, 
according  to  the  rccommendationa  mode  Uf   the 


Comniiasionera  of  Inquiry  i 
provinglho  ilenlth  ofTownB 
diMricti,  and  ucertiuD  how  Eir  the  principle  t 
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their  rocoDuncndation*  msf  be  carried  ont  in  rela- 
tion to  tbo  Billi  prDpoted,  and  whether  any  and 
what  meiuure*  ma;  be  recommoDded  for  adoption 
hj  the  House  thereon," 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  would  not  detain  the 
Rouse  more  thon  a  minute.  He  merely 
wished  to  state  that  ho  quite  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose,  that  great 
public  interests  were  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion ho  had  introduced.  Last  year,  with 
reference  to  Enclosure  Bills,  the  Legishi- 
tnro  hod  adopted  a  principle  which  had 
beoaSfuadtobemoatadftattigefniM,  Thsj 


had  passed  a  general  Bill  giving  great 
facilities  for  passing  local  enclosure  BiUs, 
at  tho  same  time  reserving  to  themsclTes 
complete  control  over  tho  particular  mea- 
sures passed  in  each  Session.  He  must 
say  he  thought  that  principle  quite  capable 
of  very  advantageous  extension;  and  bo  far 
from  opposing  the  appointment  of  such  a 
Committee  as  that  the  hon.  Member  moved 
for,  he  thought  it  would  bo  moat  advanta- 
geous  to  have  it  appointed  after  the  Easter 
recess.  With  respect  to  the  waterworks, 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Plymouth 
(Lord  Ebrington)  had  done  him  the  honour 
of  calling  his  attention  to  the  particular 
subject;  and  he  regretted  that  his  noble 
Friend  Lord  Lincoln  was  not  at  the  present 
moment  a  Member  of  that  House,  as  he  had 
been  prepared,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  introduce  a  general  measure  to 
improve  the  health  of  large  towns,  by  the 
supplying  them  with  water,  cleansing, 
draining  them,  tec.  The  effect  of  tho 
announcement  of  tiiat  measure  had  been  to 
stimulate  speculation  on  the  part  of  public 
companies,  and  a  great  number  of  Bills 
had  been  introduced  in  tho  present  Session 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  poBseaaion  of  all 
the  great  springs  which  could  be  obtained 
under  a  general  measure.  With  reference 
to  those  Bills  before  the  Eonse,  he  thought 
it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  take  steps 
on  the  part  of  the  Government ;  and  he 
intendeo  to  propose  that  there  shouU  be  » 
clause  inserted  in  each  of  them,  limiting 
the  power  of  the  companies  over  the  springs 
they  might  have  oUained,  so  as  to  ^ve 
them  not  an  indefeasible  title,  but  only  a 
dependent  title  contingent  on  the  general 
measure  which  might  pass.  Then,  with 
respect  to  gas  companies'  Bills  and  others 
of  that  kind,  he  thought  that  the  jealousy 
of  Parliament  ought  to  be  oiercised,  and 
that  the  Committee  should  devote  their  at- 
tention to  the  subject  with  a  view  to  the 
benefit  of  the  interests  of  the  community 
at  large.  He  should  be  most  happy 
upport  the  appointment  of  Uie  Com- 

VisoocNT  EBBINGTON  said,  tlwt  th« 
ight  hon.  Gentleman  having  referred  to 
him,  he  would  take  the  opportunity  of  say- 
ing, that  he  rejoiced  the  snhjeet  had  been 
brought  under  tho  notice  of  Poriiament, 
Tho  course  now  bdicated  by  the  Govern- 
ment hod  been  taken  by  them  perhaps 
somewhat  later  than  it  ought ;  but  now 
that  they  had  entered  upon  it,  he  hoped 
the  principle  it  comprised  would  bo  ex- 
tended so  as  to  lead  to  a  general  system  of 
teptlfttiiiaiiiUi.  ni^t  .to  «D  tbtwe  n»tters 
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trfaich  wen,  from  the  oature  of  them,  mo- 
Motion  Agreed  to. 

BETUIED  LIST  OF  NAVAL  OFFICERS. 
Sir  C.  NAPIER  wished  to  ask  one  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  a  qneBlion  re- 
apectlDg  a  retired  hat  of  naval  officers. 
About  eight  months  ago,  an  announcemeiit 
was  made  that  it  was  proposed  to  make  a 
retired  Ust  for  officers  in  the  navy,  and 
30,0001.  a  year  was  lepresented  as  being 
requisite  for  that  purpose.  A  circular  was 
then  mitten  and  sent  round  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  announcing  that  such  a 
list  was  to  be  made  out,  of  300  captains 
above  the  age  of  55,  and  who  were  to  send 
in  (heir  names  for  that  purpose.  If  this 
list  was  not  completed,  the  Admiralty  inti- 
mated that  they  would  not  be  bound  by 
their  proposition.  On  the  1st  of  October, 
the  date  when  the  time  of  sending  in  the 
names  expired,  only  267  officers  had  signi- 
fied their  assent.  Another  circular  was 
issued,  with  different  terms,  which  was  to 
be  filled  up  by  the  Ist  of  January;  but  he 
understood  tliat  it  had  not  yet  been  filled 
up.  He  wished  to  know  from  one  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  present  whether 
the  Govemnient  had  taken  any  steps  to  fill 
up  the  retired  hst  ?  Many  old  officers  felt 
great  anxiety  on  the  subject;  and  he  trusted 
that  some  explanation  would  be  given  as  to 
when  it  was  likely  that  this  arrangement 
would  be  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  henry  FITZROY  was  under- 
stood to  reply,  that  the  Admiralty  had  not 
yet  finally  decided  as  to  the  course  which 
should  be  taken,  but  a  decision  would  be 
formed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  COMMISSIONEKS 
(IRELAND). 

Mr.  E.  SENISON  said,  it  might  be 
in  the  recollection  of  hon.  Members  that 
towards  the  close  of  last  Sesuon,  be  had 
brought  under  the  attention  of  the  House 
a  point  connected  with  the  maoagement  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commission  for  Ireland, 
which  he  had  thought  required  the  consi- 
deration of  Government — namely,  that  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  had  the  power 
of  seeing  the  Church  lands.  He  conceived 
that  the  capital  derived  from  the  sale  of 
those  lands  onght  to  be  invested  in  the 
funds,  and  the  interest  accruing  thereon 
disposed  of  by  the  Commissioners,  and  not 
the  ca[»l«l  itself.  He  regretted  to  say 
that  the  Ecdesiasticol  Commissioners  had 
taken  a  different  view ;  and  up  to  the  Ist 
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of  August,  1843,  lands  bad  been  sold  bf 
them  to  the  value  of  422,0001.  The  whole 
of  that  sum  was  gone,  spent,  and  lost  for 
ever  to  the  Church,  and  the  State  as  the 
guardian  and  trustee  of  that  property. 
The  question  that  he  wished  to  put  to  th» 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  that  of  which  ha 
had  given  notice,  namely,  "  whether  it  wer» 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  taka 
any  steps  in  order  to  restrain  the  Ecclesi- 
asttcol  Commissioners  for  Ireland  Arom  ex- 
pending the  capital  sums  derived  from  the 
sale  of  Church  lands,  in  defraying  the  an- 
nual current  charges  of  the  Commission  ?" 
SiB  J.  GRAHAM  said,  the  hon.  Gentle. 
man,  in  putting  his  question,  had  referred 
to  the  Correspondence  which  he  had  hod 
the  honour  of  laying  on  the  Tabic  of  the 
House,  towards  the  close  of  last  Session, 
which  had  taken  place  between  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  the  EcclesiasUcal  Commis- 
sioners of  Ireland.  From  that  correspond- 
ence it  would  appear  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the  right 
construction  of  the  Act  to  which  tiie 
hon.  Gentleman  had  referred.  The  Lord 
Lieutenant  had  expressed  in  very  strong 
terms  to  tiie  Ect^esiastjcal  Commission- 
ers, that  it  was  inexpedient  to  expend 
the  capital  ariung  from  the  sale  of 
the  property,  but  that  it  ought  to  be 
bo  invested,  and  the  interest  accruing  on 
it  only  expended.  Since  that  correspond- 
ence, a  further  communication  had  token 
place  between  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land and  the  Ecclesiastical  Oommissioners; 
and  he  was  happy  to  inform  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, that  in  the  course  of  the  present  j ear 
the  Commissioners  had  announced  their 
intention  of  confining  the  expenditure  to 
the  interest  only,  and  that  they  would 
would  not  expend  the  capital.  More  than 
that,  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission  were 
in  debt  some  60,0001. ;  but  he  was  happy 
to  state,  that  they  last  week  announced 
their  intention  of  hquidating  10,0001.  of  it. 

FINANCES  OF  GREECE. 
Me.  BAILIE  COCHRANE  wished  to 
know  from  the  hon.  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  whether  there  would  be  any  ob- 
jection to  lay  on  the  Table  the  instructions 
to  Sir  E,  Lyons  with  respect  to  the  Greek 
loan.  He  wished  to  coll  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  declaration  recently  mads 
by  the  Minister  of  Finance  in  Greece,  that 
all  interested  in  the  loan  should  know  what 
they  might  expect.  The  Minister  for 
Finance,  in  addressing  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  in  Greece,  said,  that  he  had  conift 
7. 
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dovD  to  tell  them  that  the  treasury  depart- 
ment was  in  a  complete  state  uf  cGsorgsDi- 
sation ;  that  there  were  no  accounts  of  the 
revenue  or  expenditure  ;  and  that  be  could 
not  fiimish  anytjiing  in  the  shape  of  a  bud- 
get, in  consequence  of  the  dishoneatj  of 
the  public  functionaries;  that  milliona  were 
due  to  the  State,  and  he  did  not  know 
from  whom.  This  was  the  Unancisl  state- 
ment of  the  Greek  Hinieter.  He  (Mr. 
Cochrane),  therefore,  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  right  hoQ.  Gentleman  was  buoyed 
up  with  any  hope*  of  getting  any  repay- 
ment of  the  loan  to  the  Greek  Government. 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  that  at  any 
nte  one  thing  might  be  said,  namely,  that 
the  most  frank  and  candid  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  Europe  was  to  ho  met 
with  in  Greece.  As  for  the  interest  of  the 
debt,  he  had  never  been  very  sanguiae  on 
the  subject.  He  proposed  to  lay  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  statement  as  to  the 
&ilure  in  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  of  the  debt,  and  also  the 
communications  from  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
TCmment  to  the  English  Minister  in  Greece, 
knd  ibo  answer  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  country.  When  those  Papers 
were  furnished,  the  House  would  see  what 
was  the  state  of  our  relations  with  that 
coontrr. 

INXLOSURE   ACTS. 

Lord  WORSLEY  rose  to  aak  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
when  the  public  general  Bill  for  "the  inclo- 
Bnro  of  those  waste  lands  which  the  Inclo- 
Buro  Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales 
have  certified,  in  their  annual  Report,  to  be 
expedient,  bnt  which  may  not  be  further 

Proceeded  with  without  the  authority  of 
arliament,  will  be  presented  to  the  House; 
tuid  also  whether  the  said  Commiesionera 
will  he  instructed  to  report  specially,  at  a 
later  period  of  this  Session,  upon  such 
applications  for  inclosnre  as  have  been  re- 
ceived by  them  since  the  date  of  their 
annual  Report ;  and  if  so,  whether  a  second 
public  general  Bill  will  then  be  presented 
to  the  House,  with  a  view  to  avoid  delay ; 
and  also  what  restnctions,  if  any,  are  con- 
templated to  the  introduction  of  private 
Inclosure  Bills,  with  a  view  to  on  efficient 
and  inexpensive  protection  of  the  interests 
of-  those  commoners  who,  by  petitions  to 
this  House,  allege  that  there  are  not  any 
circumstances  so  special  in  themselves  as 
to  render  the  provisions  of  the  General 
Inclosure  Act  inapplicable  in  whole  or  part 
to  such  inelosures?" 

Sm  J.  GRAUAH  mi,  that  be  had  ob- 


tuned  permission  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  giTe 
effect  to  the  inelosures  specified  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Inclosure  Commissioners  of  the 
^Ist  day  of  January  last,  so  far  as  those 
inelosures  required  the  additional  sanction 
of  Parliament.  He  was  aware  that,  under 
the  Act  of  the  last  Session,  tbc  Commia- 
sionera  would  make  separate  reports;  and 
if  the  number  of  additional  applications  for 
inelosures  was  such  as  to  render  it  advisa- 
ble, they  wonid  make  a  second  report  this 
year,  and  he  should  be  ready  to  proceed 
with  another  Bill  to  give  effect  to  it.  With 
respect  to  the  last  question  of  the  noble 
Lord,  he  agreed  with  him,  that  since  the' 
general  Inclosure  Act  had  passed,  they 
should  view  with  jealousy  any  private  In- 
closure Act.  Great  facilities  were  now 
given  to  the  rich  supportera  of  such  Bills, 
but  poorer  persons  interested  in  them  la- 
boured under  great  disadvantages ;  and, 
therefore,  the  House  should  view  them 
with  jealousy.  He  thought  that  some  re- 
striction was  desirable,  but  he  was  not  then 
prepared  to  say  what  that  should  be. 

THE  ADJOURNMEST. 
Sib  ROBERT  PEEL  would  at  once 
state,  on  the  part  of  the  Govenunent,  the 
course  which  he  proposed  to  pursue  with 
respect  to  the  public  bniinesi.  He  did 
so  when  the  House  was  full,  and  when  a 
greater  number  of  Gentlemen  w»«  preacnt 
than  probably  would  be  the  ease  at  the 
subsequent  part  of  the  crening.  He  men- 
tioned it  also  now  on  the  chance  that  some 
amicable  arrangement  might  then  take 
place  as  to  the  progress  of  public  business; 
finding  that  it  was  roost  desirable  that  a 
fixed  time  should  be  appointed  when  the 
sense  of  the  House  could  be  taken  on  the 
important  questions  before  it.  He  did  not 
think  that  under  any  circumstances  at  pre- 
sent it  could  have  been  his  duty  to  propose 
any  other  adjournment  than  for  the  shortest 
period  that  was  usually  taken  at  Easter. 
No  one  looked  with  more  joy  towards  on 
adjonmraent  than  he  did ;  and  he  had  in- 
tended to  have  proposed  that  it  should 
take  place  from  Thureday  to  Monday  week 
next;  but  he  now  did  not  think  it  proper, 
in  the  present  state  of  public  business,  to 
propose  such  an  adjonmment.  The  loia  of 
one  of  those  days  which  Govenunent  took 
for  public  business  could  not  he  well  borne. 
He,  therefore,  should  propose  that  tho 
House  should  adjourn  frmn  Thursday  next, 
to  the  Friday  in  the  following  week ;  and 
on  that  day  he  should  propose,  as  the  first 
business,  to  resume  the  debate  on  the  Fro- 
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tection  of  Life  (Ireland)  Bill,  u  it  wae  not 
probftble  that  he  should  be  allowed  Thurs- 
day next  for  that  purpose.  Several  hon. 
Oraitlemen  hftd  proposed  that  the  adjoum- 
ment  of  the  Hoiue  ahonld  take  place  from 
to-morrow  instead  of  on  Thnrsdaj;  but 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  had  given  notices  of 
Motions  for  Thursdaj,  and  this  could  not 
be  done  without  their  consent.  If,  how- 
ever, it  was  the  general  wish  of  the  House, 
and  if  those  hon.  Gentlemea  concurred  in 
that  wish,  he  should  have  no  objection  to 
more  the  adjournment  to-morrow  instead 
of  on  Thursda;,  They  would  thus  lose  no 
opportunity  for  discussing  the  important 
subjects  before  them.  If  an  arrangement 
oould  be  made  with  those  Gentlemen,  and 
they  would  consent  to  withdraw  their  no- 
tices, be  would  at  once  give  notice  that  he 
should  follow  that  course.  If  this  was  not 
agreed  to,  there  would  be  no  opportmuty 
of  proceeding  with  the  Irish  Bill  on  Thnrt- 
day  night  when  the  notices  were  gone 
through.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
should  now  propose  that  the  Protection  of 
Life  (Ireland)  Bill  be  postponed  until  Fri- 
day week.  The  Monday  following  he 
ahould  fix  on  for  the  furrier  progress  oi 
the  Com  Bill  and  the  Tariff.  This  wu 
the  arrangement  which  he  proposed  tc 
make  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Honse. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  Protection 
of  Life  (Ireland)  Bill  postponed  accordingly 
until  Friday  week. 

LEOAL  EDDOATION— IREUNS. 
Mr.  WTSE  said,  in  undertaking 
bring  forward  the  Motion,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  for  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  present  state  of  legal  edu- 
cation in  Ireland,  and  the  means  for  its 
further  improvement  and  extension,  he 
wished  that  he  could  say  that  he  had 
those  qualifications  which  would  entitle 
him  to  demand  the  attention  of  the  House. 
He  wished  that  he  had  either  the  ability  or 
the  experience  of  the  professional  man,  or 
that  he  could  boast  of  being  acquainted 
with  the  general  wishes  of  the  profession, 
so  OS  to  enable  him  to  speak  with  some  de- 
gree of  authority  in  introdocing  the  sub- 
ject to  the  House.  But  the  disadvantages 
under  which  he  laboured  in  this  respect 
were,  he  flattered  himself,  counterbalanced 
by  advantages  on  the  other  side.  He  be- 
lieved that  he  stood  there  unaffected  by 
any  partiality  towards  any  particular  sys- 
tem, and  that  he  could  not  he  accused  as 
a  party  wishing  either  to  invade  or  to  pre- 
serve uicient,  but  at  the  same  time  anti- 


hy  a  general  and  comprehensive  feeling 
for  the  extension  of  vacation  in  every 
branch,  and  penetrated  with  a  strong  eon- 
riction  of  its  paramount  importance  in  the 
legal  profession.  Nor  was  this  the  first 
time  that  he  had  expressed  a  deep  interest 
in  this  question.  As  early  as  the  year 
1838  he  had  in  the  Select  Committee  oa 
Irish  Education — and  he  had  the  pleaaur* 
of  seeing  some  of  his  Colleagues  who  as- 
sisted him  on  that  occasion  at  present 
sitting  near  him — expressed  his  views  on 
this  subject.  In  the  Report  frtmi  that 
Committee  it  was  stated  that — 

"  In  addition  ta  the  acadsmiml  and  eollegfate 
inBtitutioiu  alreadr  notic«d,  ]«ur  Conunittee  fesl 
the  odTnatoges  arising  irom  esUbliituneata  far  th» 
tiill  cultivation  of  those  striotlfproIsMioiisl studies 
for  which  prepamtion  onl;  has  been  made  in  the 
■bovo-mentioned  schooli ;"  and  also  "  the  present 
deficiency  of  inatitotiont  for  the  refolar  tVady  of 
law  it  gaoerolljr  admitted." 
In  the  year  1840  he  had  the  gratification 
of  heading  a  deputation  that  waited  on  the 
then  Secretary  of  Ireland  (Lord  Morpeth). 
On  that  occasion  he  was  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Emerson  Teiment,  Mr, 
Serjeant  Curry,  and  Mr.  Tristram  Ken- 
nedy, all  names  of  the  greatest  influence. 
They  prayed  that  his  Lordship  would  be- 
come the  means  of  conveying  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty their  hope  that  the  society  then  or- 
ganised and  estahlished  for  the  first  time 
in  Ireland  should  receive  the  benefit  of  ft 
royal  incorporation,  the  object  bebg,  ia 
some  degree,  to  form  a  substitnte  Air  ft 
university  establishment  for  law  education, 
by  means  of  the  Law  Institute  of  Ireland, 
and  thus,  through  lectures  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  classes,  to  give  that  instnie- 
tion  in  the  profession  of  the  law  which,  he 
regretted  to  say,  was  not  yet  genersUy 
adopted  in  this  country.  On  the  23rd  at 
May,  1843,  he  prosented  a  petition  from 
Mr.  Tristram  Kennedy,  the  Principal  of 
that  institution,  the  prayer  of  which  was 
the  same  as  that  used  at  the  deputation, 
namely,  for  a  charter  of  incorporation  for 
the  institution.  He  also  gave  notice  of  a 
Motion  for  June  20,  in  the  same  year,  for 
a  Committee  "to  inqniro  into  the  present 
state  of  legal  education  in  Ireland,  and  the 
means  for  its  future  improvement  and  ex- 
tension." That  Motion  was  afterwards 
adjourned  till  the  Ilth  of  July,  and  from 
that  till  the  same  day  in  August,  when  it 
was  deferred  to  the  following  Session. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  believed  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  apologise  to 
the  Honse  for  agwn  submitting  the  eub- 
Z2 
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ject  to  their  considcratJoD.  Ho  pleaded 
the  deep  Bjmpathj  which  he  felt  at  all 
times  in  the  eatabliehDient  of  a  sjstcm, 
tmlj  comprehensive  and  national,  of  edu- 
cation for  Ireland;  and  he  considered  that 
■nch  would  be  impossible  without  embrac- 
ing amongst  its  dcpartmeuta  one  which 
^tpeared  to  him  in  no  particular  inferior 
to  anj  other;  for,  after  all,  who  was  there 
in  that  House,  or  he  might  say  in  anj 
part  of  the  commnnitj,  who  did  not  feci 
ID  almost  erery  relation  the  all-pervading 
influence  of  this  profession  ?  No  age,  no 
class,  no  period,  was  unaffected  by  its 
power.  To  some  the  theological  instructor, 
the  religious  teacher,  claimed  a  higher  pre- 
eminence, and  with  reason.  The  physi- 
'«an,  too,  the  preserver  of  life  and  health, 
had  also  his  title  to  the  gratitude  and  ad- 
miration of  society;  hut  the  lawyer  touch- 
ed on  all  these,  and  had  a  province  beside 
of  his  own.  His  moral  and  intellectual 
qnalifications  were  felt  not  for  one  genera- 
^on,  hut  formanj;  not  in  private  only,  but 
in  public.  He  was  not  only  the  regTilator 
<tf  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  social  in- 
tercourse of  the  individual,  but  the  instru- 
ment by  which  constitutions  and  laws  were 
upheld  or  destroyed.  He  might  be  the 
protector  or  the  oppressor  of  the  poor,  the 
aword  of  the  deipot,  or  the  shield  of  the 
innocent.  He  had  great  privileges  and 
functions,  hut  also  great  duties,  and  it  be- 
hoTed  society  for  its  own  interest  to  see 
that  every  means  were  taken  for  thrar  due 
performance.  He  saw  no  better  means  to 
attiun  this  desirable  end  in  tliis  profession, 
than  what  had  been  adopted  in  others. 
No  country  had  thought  it  right  to  allow 
its  religious  instructor  or  its  physician  to 
be  uneducated.  He  laid  little  stress  on  the 
usual  objections  to  any  interference  with 
existing  habits  and  systemB,  or  rather  no 
■ystem.  He  admitted  that  the  bar  and 
Dench  of  these  countries  displayed  a  series 
of  names  for  virtue  and  talents  perhaps 
nuequaUed  in  the  legal  records  of  Europe. 
He  admitted,  too,  that  necessity  was  a 
great  teacher,  and  practice  or  experience, 
for  most  of  the  ordinary  purposes  of  life, 
superior  to  any  theory;  hut  he  could  not 
tmderstand  how  experience  could  be  ren- 
dered less  efficient  by  having  theory  for 
its  guide,  or  how  the  lawyer  could  improve 
br  depriviDg  himself  of  means  which  were 
thouglit  and  found  to  be  of  advantage  in 
discipliniug  and  preparing  theologians  and 
.  physicians  for  their  professions.  If  they 
found  that  they  had  only  done  enough  in 
their  inatance  to  protect  society  from  in- 


competence or  diaqualilication,  he  could 
not  eee   why  they   could  not  be  accused 

of  negligence  or  inconsistency  in  not  ex- 
tending the  same  qualifications  to  the  le- 
gal profession.  In  the  interest  of  the  bar 
itself,  previous  discipline  and  regulated 
Hludy  were  scarcely  of  less  importance. 
Uow  many  passed  a  large  proportion  of 
their  early  years  in  experimentalizing,  in 
groping  about,  in  attempting  to  discover, 
often  foiled  by  many  disappointments,  the 
surest  way   to  the  great  end   which  they 
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riencea,  bat  those  of  men  t  ^ 

labours,  and  high  honours,  and  unquestion- 
able information,  the  House  would  bow  with 
roveronce.  He  need  but  to  refer  to  one 
name  amongst  many — a  name  in  itself  a 
eulogy — the  late  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
IrtiUnd— Sir  Michael  O'Loghlen.  He  re- 
membered well  at  a  dinner  with  which  he 
had  been  honourod  by  some  of  the  most 
eminent  men  at  the  bar,  hearing  that  dis- 
tinguished Judge  say,  that  the  diffieultiea 
he  bad  himself  experienced  in  the  direction 
of  his  own  course  of  study,  on  entering  the 
legal  profession,  wero  too  deeply  impressed 
on  his  mind  to  be  easily  forgotten.  The 
ordinary  obstacles  to  which  all  men  were 
exposed  who  made  the  law  their  study, 
induced  him  to  hail  with  extreme  satisfac- 
tion the  establishment  of  any  such  institu- 
tion in  Ireland.  Of  the  same  opinion  was 
one  of  the  late  Attorney  Generals  in  Ire- 
land, but  especially  the  Solicitor  General, 
who  stated,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  misun- 
derstood, that  he  never  conversed  on  the 
subject  of  legal  edncation  with  a  profes- 
sional man  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the 
law,  who  did  not  concur  with  him  in  de- 
ploring the  enormons  waste  of  precious, 
because  irrecoverable,  tune  lost  in  the 
early  years  of  a  lawyer's  reading.  "  It  la 
not,"  be  added,  "until  we  have  lavished 
much  labour  in  a  conrse  of  study  in  which 
one-half  is  not  always  understood,  and  of 
the  remainder  a  large  portion  is  ill-arranged, 
and,  therefore,  soon  forgotten,  that  we  be- 
gin to  learn  how  we  ought  to  have  tracked 
our  way."  Hence  it  was  the  learners  of 
law  feel  the  want  of  a  safe  and  early  guide 
in  teaching  the  two  great  objects  of  the 
student — method  in  his  studies,  and  eco- 
nomy in  his  style.  Judge  Story,  too,  a 
name  which  belongs  not  to  his  country 
only,  or  to  his  age,  but  to  Europe  and 
posterity ;  who  united  philosophy,  science, 
and  literature,  with  law ;  who  is  on  autho- 
rity on  our  Bench,  and  in  the  courts  and 
uiuvemticB  of  tlie  CwlincDt,  as  at  home ; 
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he  also  not  onlj  expressed  his  eeiu 
•fttne  evil,  of  the  same  vant,  bnt 
of  the  first  to  take  actire 
remedj  it  in  America,  by  the  superinten- 
tleDee  of  the  Done  school  of  law  in  the 
EaTord  OnlTeraity,  and  the  intercourse 
which  he  establi^ed  between  the  student 
and  the  judge;  giving  lectures  as  welt  as 
decisions,  and  encouraging  the  young  pupil 
to  follow  in  the  same  track  in  which  he 
proceeded  with  so  much  honour.  Nor  were 
tiiese  maxims  onlj  of  the  wise  and  few. 
Europe,  with  ahnost  the  single  eiception 
of  England  and  Ireland,  has  from  the  ear- 
liest period  acted  upon  them.  In  almost 
all  the  universities  of  the  four  or  five  facul- 
ties, iurisprudeace  usually  occupies  the 
secoDd  ple«e.  In  some,  such  aa  that  of 
Bologna — which  Tiraboschi  calls  the  most 
renowned  and  conspicuous  amongst  the 
schools  of  Italy — Bologna  gloried  most  in 
her  jurisprudence.  Of  aU  her  other  de- 
partments of  Bcieoce,  it  was  that  which 
rendered  her  pre-eminent,  and  sought  in 
the  remotest  parts  of  Europe.  In  early 
tJme  the  jnriseonsult  was  held  in  reverence 
Tcry  little  inferior  to  the  ecclesiastic.  In 
the  new  constitutions  of  Leo  XII.,  for  the 
education  of  his  States,  the  legal  college 
scarcely  holds  a  secondary  place  to  the 
theological.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
universities  of  Pisa,  Padua,  and  Pavia.  lo 
the  tatter  university  the  political  sciences 
connected  with  law,  or  dependent  on  it,  are 
combined.  The  law  course  in  that  institu- 
tion embraces  the  foUowing  chairs : — first, 
statistics ;  secondly,  natural  law ;  thirdly, 
ommnal  law ;  fourthly,  Roman  law;  fifthly, 
ecclesiastical  law  ;  sixthly,  Austrian  civil 
code;  seventhly,  commercial  taw;  eighthly, 
pohticol  science,  constitutions,  and  penal 
code  ;  ninthly,  judiciary  practice.  The 
university  of  France,  which  is  peculiarly 
constituted,  and  differs  from  that  of  any 
other  country  in  Europe,  spreading  over 
the  whole  of  the  French  terntory,  compre- 
hends nine  faculties  in  law,  situated  in  nine 
of  her  principal  towns.  In  all  these  schools 
they  teach  the  institutes  of  Justinian,  the 
civil  code,  and  the  modes  of  judicial  pro- 
ceeding. There  are  also  chairs  in  some, 
of  the  commercial  code,  of  the  admiciatra- 
tive  code,  or  of  the  droit  adminUtratif,  of 
tiie  pandects,  besides  churs  of  the  history 
of  law,  of  the  natural  law,  &c.  Students 
who  enter — and  none  are  eligible  to  special 
official  situations  who  have  not  passed 
through  the  course — -are  required  to  attend 
the  three  mouths'  courses ;  and  cannot  ob- 
tuu  without  certificates  of  diligence  the 


privilege  of  examination,  or  degrees,  with< 
out  which  they  are  not  admissible  to  tho 
har.  The  legal  courses  in  the  universities 
of  Belgium  embrace,  besides  the  institutes, 
pandects,  natural  law,  &c.,  both  public  law 
— ecclesiastical  included — modem  civil  law, 
modern  criminal  law,  canon  law,  practica 
of  the  courts,  the  political  history  of  Europe, 
statjstics,  and  diplomacy.  But  perhaps 
the  most  remarkable  instance  of  a  special 
law  institution  abroad,  superior  even  to 
several  of  the  great  faculties  of  jurispru- 
dence  in  the  universities  of  Germany,  ii 
the  Imperial  Lav  School,  cstabhshed  at 
St.  Petershnrgh  in  the  year  1835,  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  Prince  of  Oldenhurgb, 
by  an  organic  statute  of  tiie  Emperor.  It 
is  destined  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  magifl- 
trocy  and  of  the  jurisconsults  with  men 
penetrated  by  the  spirit,  the  science,  and 
the  sanctity  of  their  profession.  This 
school  is  a  true  judicial  semioaiy;  and  no 
other  establishment  of  Europe  can  be  com- 
pared with  it  in  point  of  magnitude  and 
munificence.  To  secure  a  perfect  unity  of 
view,  the  age  of  admission  is  fixed  at  twelvs 
years.  The  complete  course  of  studies  lasts 
for  six  years.  The  early  classes  embracft 
the  study  of  the  ancient  and  modern  lan< 
guages,  history,  geography,  mathematics, 
the  physical  sciences,  natural  history.  In 
the  fourth  class  the  study  of  philosophy 
and  history  is  commenced.  lu  the  tlurd, 
they  enter  upon  a  course  of  Roman  law, 
administrative  law,  civil  law,  the  history  of 
law,  and  an  extensive  course  of  political 
economy.  The  courses  of  relig;iou8  instmo- 
tion  and  the  fine  arts  are  frequented  by  all 
the  classes  in  the  school.  In  the  last  class, 
the  pupils  recwve  instruction  in  feudal  ju- 
risdictions, in  procedure,  in  legal  medicine, 
financial  law,  provincial  law,  law  of  pohce* 
of  administration,  and  international  law. 
They  are  then  fit  to  enter  upon  their  func- 
tions. But  even  in  these  countries,  where 
circumstances  permitted,  the  utility  and 
necessity  of  such  special  course  had  been 
recognised.  In  the  recommeudations  of 
the  Conunissioners,  issued  in  1826  and 
1830,  on  tiie  part  of  the  Commission  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  study  of  the  Law 
in  Edinburgh,  we  find  it  strongly  main- 
tained : — 

"  The  couDtr;,"  nj  the  SmohititHis,  "  is  deoplf 
intereited  in  tha  chuvoter,  tbe  independence,  uid 
influeoce,  of  the  sdvootles  to  whom  the  defeDM  of 
their  property  and  Ubertiei  may  be  intniited ;  and 
it  vould  be  Tuin  to  hope  tbat  tbe  independenoa 
and  chknuter  of  the  bar  can  be  nuinUiDed,  if  IIm 
■tudf  of  law  is  not  ooodueted  on  an  MdigbleMd 
and  phUoso^iiosI  plan.    Tbe  great  e         ' 
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the  mbject  anlj  renden  it  the  mora  impoTtant  to 
prOTide  Ibal  the  uutrvction  of  the  nudeota  ibftU 
■ot  be  Limit«d  to  the  details  of  x  techiucal  art, 
and  (be  philosophy  and  Mienre  of  law  lacriflccd 
Id  otiei  to  fiimiih  materUli  for  the  maminl  of  » 

Accordingly  they  recommended  that  the 
Btndy  of  law  in  the  Univcraitv  of  Edinburgh 
■hould  include  attendance  for  three  sca- 
BionB,  embracing  the  study  of  the  civil  law 
sod  Scotch  law  in  its  several  blanches,  as 
the  qualification  for  a  degree.  This  Report 
was  subscribed  by  the  names  of  Roseberr, 
Gordon,  Haddington,  Aberdeen,  Rae,  and 
oUiers,  which  necessarily  must  command 
attention  from  cither  side  of  the  House. 
Bat  in  turning  to  England  they  met  ad- 
missions indeed  of  the  ncccsaitj-,  but  very 
partial  evidences  of  the  zeal  with  which 
■och  a  svstcm  had  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion. The  Statute  33rd  of  Henry  Vlll., 
indeed,  enjoined  of  those  whom  it  requires 
"  to  be  aemurranl  and  reliant  in  one  of 
tbe  inns  of  court  in  England  studying  and 
practising,  or  endeavouring  themselves,  tbe 
Best  they  can,  to  come  to  the  true  know- 
ledge of  judgment  of  the  said  laws."  But 
little  seemed  to  have  been  done  in  following 
np  that  injunction.  They  collected  ^m 
Lord  Campbell's  "Lives  of  the  Chan- 
cellors," an  authority  of  deserved  influence 
in  all  inqturies  connected  with  legal  his- 
toij,  that  Wolsey,  when  keeper  of  the 
great  seal,  is  reported  to  have  openly  com~ 
^uncd — 

"  That  the  Uwje™  who  pnuHi«cd  before  him 
wera  pmuilf  ignonnt  of  the  ciiit  Liw,  and  the 
principlei  ofgeneral  joriipradence;  and  to  remedy 
an  evil  which  troubled  the  itream  of  jiutice  at 
the  fouDtain-hcad.  he,  with  his  utual  magni&ccnce 
of  CDDcrptioa,  projected  an  inatitution,  to  be 
foonded  ill  London^  fur  the  BjBtcmAtic  fttudy  of  sll 
branches  of  the  Uw.  He  eien  fiimished  ao  archi- 
toetoral  model  of  the  baildiof;,  which  was  conri- 
dered  a  masterpiece,  and  remaiocd  lan]^  after  his 
death  ai  a  eunasity  in  the  palace  at  Greenwich. 
Such  an  inatitulioD  (adds  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  a  Member  of  the  otiier  House,  &om  whose 
writings  I  quote)  is  alill  a  desideratiun  in  Eaf- 
]»nd:  for,  wilb  splendid  exceptions,  it  most  be 
admitted  tliat  English  bsrruten,  though  very 
«lever  practitioners,  are  not  such  able  jurists  as 
are  to  be  found  in  other  countries,  where  law  is 
■jMcmatically  studied  asa  science," 
USton  and  Bacon  each  complained  of  the 
same  deficiencies  ;  but  they  found  by  re- 
ferences to  different  orders  established  in 
the  time  of  Philip  and  Mary,  that  most 
cases,  and  pleadings,  and  points,  were  all 
prescribed  as  portions  of  the  exercises  to 
take  place  in  the  inns  of  court.  That 
other  orders  were  establlihed  by  command 
of  Queen  Elizahetb,  and  the  Jostices  of  the 
Qaeea  'a  Bench  ud  Common  Fleaa : — 


"  That  moots  and  other  eierciie*  of  learnini;  be 
a  condition  for  admission,  and  also  for  a  continue 
amw  as  either  barrister  or  pleader." 

The  preamble  to  orders  made  by  the 
judges  and  barons  for  enforcing  education 
at  aU  the  inns  of  court  in  the  33rd  rear  of 
Elizabeth,  1591,  laments  that  there  has 
been  interruption  to  these  studies,  which, 
if  it  should  be  permitted,  they  add — 

'*  TTould  be  almost  .in  utter  overthrow  to  the 
learning  and  study  of  tbe  law,  and.  conseijnenlly, 
an  intolerable  mischief  to  tbe  commonwealth  of 
thia  t«atm." 

The  preamble  leads  to  several  rules,  under 
the  authority  of  tbe  judges,  for  the  futnre 
facilitating  of  the  acquirement  of  legal 
knowledge.  In  referring,  however,  to  the 
late  returns  of  the  regulations  of  the  four 
inns  of  court,  as  to  the  admission  of  stu- 
dents and  calls  to  the  bar,  made  on  the 
Motion  of  an  hon.  Friend  near  him  (Hr. 
Christie),  bo  found  httle  or  no  mention  of 
such  exercises — the  only  notice  being  the 
reading  exercises  prescribed  in  1762  in 
Lincoln's  Inn,  but  afterwards  apparently 
not  insisted  on  ;  and  some  reference  in  the 
regidations  of  the  Middle  Temple  to  ex- 
aminations on  the  learned  languages,  his- 
tory, and  general  literature,  prescribed  by 
an  order  of  Fehmary,  1829.  The  large 
majority  of  the  rules  appUcd  solely  to  the 
keeping  of  commons,  and  the  payment  of 
deposits  and  fees.  The  same  inattention 
would  also  appear  to  have  been  tolerably 
prevalent  in  the  great  Universities  of  Ox- 
ford and  Cambridge,  recently  placed  upon 
the  Tabic  of  the  House — an  inattention 
naturally  arising  from  the  incompleteness 
of  the  course,  and  the  want  of  regular 
system  both  in  lectures  and  professors. 
He  should  wrong,  however,  tbe  enlightened 
portion  of  the  bar,  if  he  were  to  take  these 
facts  as  evidence  of  disregard  either  to  the 
importance  or  necessity  of  a  wide  and  phi- 
losophical system  of  legal  edncation.  He 
held  in  his  hand  the  opinion  of  one  of  tbe 
most  distinguished  judges  on  the  English 
bench,  commimicated  to  the  Dublin  Law 
Institute  ;  and,  to  this  again,  he  could  add 
a  more  striking  testimony  from  an  autho- 
rity not  less  distinguished  from  tbe  Scot- 
tish bench.  The  first  was  to  tbe  following 
effect : — His  lordship  states  tiiat  he — 

"  Is  Tciy  glad  to  perceive  that  Ireland  at  lesit 
is  like!;,  in  the  Dublin  law  Institute,  to  have  a 
prudent  and  carefid  guide  to  tbe  studies  and 
talents  of  ber  rising  bar.  On  that  body,  to  which 
oltimalolj  mnit  come,  at  some  future  time,  the 
administration  of  ber  laws,  much  of  tbe  fiitura 
happiness  of  tbeir  beloved  eoonti;  will  depend." 
The  other  authority  is  that  of  the  Lord  Jus- 
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tice  Clerk,  commimicated  in  «  letter  on 
the  subject  to  the  same  iastitate  : — 

"The Lord  Juatice  Clerk,  when  dean  of  faonlty, 
bsd  minf  projeota  of  attempting  to  inititute 
Mm*  aiiuilar  locutj  >t  the  Sootcti  bar  to  that 
in  Iralmod,  the  Dublin  I^v  IntCitute,  verj 
BUioh,  in  order  to  bring  the  minds  of  ths  ju- 
nior ind  Mnior  mombers  of  the  bar  mora  ioto 
contact  in  the  diiouBiion  and  contiderution  of 
legal  points.  The  diSonltles,  howevar,  mra 
grsat—Mime  peculiar  to  oar  profsHian  as  con- 
ducted ID  ScoCiand.  He  cannot  but  thitik  the 
oomiDCiiGement  of  such  a  thiag  la  Dublin  ho  very 
admirabla  aad  eicelleiit,  that  he  hopes  it  maj  be 
oonlinued  and  encouraged.  He  cannot  liardlf 
ooDOeiTe  anf  object  more  deaervlng  the  peraonal 
attention  of  the  aanr  MOonpliahedleMlereDf  the 
IHib  Bar." 

But  whkt  he  would  relj  on  vith  still  more 
confidence  was,  not  the  opinions  of  indivi- 
duals, but  the  proceedingH  of  one  of  the  Terj 
bodies  to  which  he  had  referred.  He  had 
heard  suggestions  had  been  made  by  a  di»- 
tinguiflhed  ornament  to  the  bar,  for  the 
foundation  of  a  legal  universitj,  to  com- 
prise the  four  inns  of  court ;  but  he  had 
not  yet  learned  that  this  invitation  had 
been  universallj  responded  to.  Perhaps 
neither  the  bar  nor  the  conntry  were  yet 
ripe  for  so  coraprehenaire  a  reform  ;  but 
though  he  could  not  congratulate  the 
House  on  any  immediate  approach  to  such 
a  consummation,  he  yet  aaw  with  delight 
and  rejoicing  the  augury  of  such  a  change 
in  a  late  remarkable  document,  proceeding 
from  one  of  those  bodies — the  Middle  Tem- 
ple. He  read  in  that  docimient,  that  in 
compliance  with  a  report  which  hod  been 
made  by  a  committee  empowered  at  a 
parliament  holden  on  the  21st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1845,  to  ascertun  the  best  mode  of 
promoting  the  legal  education  of  the  stu- 
dents of  the  house,  measures  were  taken 
to  bring  into  operation  much  of  the  reform 
to  which  he  had  been  just  referring.  Ho 
saw  in  that  report  a  recognition  of  the 
statements  which  he  had  ventured  to 
make,  and  a  fearless  and  enlightened  reso- 
Intion  to  act  npon  them.  The  committer, 
in  the  words  of  the  report — 

"  Have  alio  adverted  to  the  acknowledged  defl- 
cieucy  whioh  hai  long  been  Ibtt  to  eiiil  in  the 
education  of  Engliih  lawfen,  in  consequence  of 
their  entire  neglect  of  the  studj  of  juriapnidence 
and  the  civil  Inw,  although  in  all  places  where  law 
baa  been  or  is  tau^t  as  a  eeienoe,  tbeie  lubj'eota 
have  uniformly  formed  the  flnt  and  one  of  the 
moat  esnntial  parts  of  legal  education." 

They  proposed,  in  consequence,  bringing 
back  these  institotions  to  what  they  were 
designated  by  Lord  Mansfield,  "  Semina- 
1  for  legal  education,"  to  establish,  as 
'    '  a  sound  and  compre- 


hensive system  of  education,  the  appoint- 
ment of  readers  on  jurisprndenao  and  civil 
law.  By  the  term  jurisprudence  the  Com- 
mittee mean  to  indicate  general  jurispm- 
dence  as  distinguished  from  the  particular 
jurisprudence  of  any  individual  nation ;  and 
by  the  term  civil  law  they  indicate  what 
may  be  termed  modem  Roman  law,  which 
has  formed  the  basis  of  the  law  of  many 
continental  nations,  and  entered  bo  largely 
into  our  own.  They  believe  that  this  study 
of  the  theory  of  oivU  law  may  be  most  ad- 
vantageously combined  with  the  study  of 
jurisprudence,  and  that  the  two  united  will 
famish  ths  best  means  of  preparatory  legal 
culture,  and  the  formation  of  an  eidarged 
and  comprehensive  legal  mind.  They  lo- 
cate with  this  view  the  annual  sum  of  300 
guineas  from  the  society,  in  addition  to  one 
guinea  to  be  received  from  every  student 
for  each  terminal  course  of  lectures.  The 
appointment  to  continue  for  three  years 
certain  with  the  additional  honorarium  of 
100  guineas,  should  the  lecturer  have  dis- 
ohar^d  the  duties  of  his  office  during  thfl 
whole  period  for  which  he  is  appointed. 
The  quahfication  of  the  lecturer  to  be  that 
of  a  barrister  or  a  doctor  of  civil  law,  and 
the  lectures  to  be  open  to  all  the  students 
of  all  the  societies.  Not  content  with  lec- 
tures, they  recommend,  that  for  the  greater 
efficiency  of  the  system,  an  annual  eiami- 
nation  of  students  for  the  bar  previous  to 
their  being  called,  not  compulsory,  but  of- 
fered as  an  unexceptionable  mode  of  be- 
coming known  and  distinguished.  They 
propose,  that  on  the  occasion  of  everr  call 
to  the  bar,  such  examination  ahonld  be 
conducted  by  three  benchers,  assisted  by 
the  lecturer,  and  that  it  should  consist  of 
questions  in  juriBprudonce,  common  law, 
equity,  and  conveyancing;  and  the  namea 
of  those  students  who  would  submit  them- 
selves to  it  should  be  published  by  the 
society,  with  such  honourable  additions  as 
they  may  appear  to  have  deserved.  To 
complete  the  institutions  they  desired  tv 
establish,  and  as  an  additional  inducement 
to  attendance  at  the  lectures,  and  to  exer- 
tions at  the  examination,  they  propose  two 
exhibitions  or  prizes  of  100  guineas  each 
should  bo  given  by  the  society  to  the  two 
students  who  should  diligently  have  attend- 
ed  at  least  three  terminal  courses  of  lec- 
tures, and  passed  the  most  tneritorious  ex- 
amination. He  did  not  refer  to  these 
grateful  alterations  with  a  view  of  entering 
into  any  disquisition  on  a  subject  which, 
however  collateral  to  his  Motion,  might 
still  be  considered  by  some  as  not  imme- 
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diately  connected  witU  it — with  any  view 
of  passing  judgment  npon  Dnglisli  logal 
education ;  but  solelj  to  proTc  to  the  Houbc, 
Aat  in  Eubmittiug  to  its  coDBideratiou  im- 
provementB,  and  inquiry  into  the  best 
means  by  which  it  could  be  effected  ii: 
legal  education  in  Ireland,  he  had  the  en- 
couraging  example  of  a  body  to  whom 
bU  must  bow  with  respect.  The  reform 
was  not  rash  nor  premature.  It  e 
ont  of  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and 
the  advanciiig  demand  for  larger 
more  liberal  strides.  They  had  been 
commended,  and,  he  vas  glad  to  say 
conrse  of  being  carried  out  by  the  ordc 
a  psrlienient  held  on  the  16th  day  of 
January,  1846,  not  in  an  innovating  but 
conserrativo  spirit,  preserving  the  ol 
where  it  waa  worthy  of  preseiration.  but 
ftdding  also  to  it  the  new  when  it  was  re- 
re(|nired  by  the  circumstances  of  the  age 
And  of  the  country.  He  would  beg,  there- 
fore, the  House  to  keep  that  in  their  recol- 
lection, whilst  he  odranced  to  what  was 
more  specifically  the  object  of  his  Motion 
— an  inquiry  into  the  means  of  effecting  a 
umilar  or  still  greater  reform  in  legal 
education  in  Ireland.  He  would  now  turn 
to  the  case  of  Ireland.  In  the  year  1839 
an  institution  was  established  in  Dublin, 
upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  s 
gentleman  well  known  at  the  bar,  called 
•'  The  Law  Institution."  In  1840  the 
Lords  Justices  of  Ireland  expressed  their 
conviction  of  the  utility  of  this  institution, 
and  recommended  that  it  should  be  endow- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  its  incor- 
poration ;  in  order  to  justify  the  claim  for 
incorporation,  application  was  made  for 
endowment  to  the  benchers  of  Queen's 
Inns.  The  benchers  of  Queen's  Inns 
granted  400^  for  the  current  year,  as  an 
earnest  and  mark  of  their  sympathy  with 
the  object,  and  of  their  approbation  of  the 
exertions  of  the  founders.  They  also  re- 
qoired  to  be  ex  officio  fellows  of  the  insti- 
tution, in  order  to  preserve  control  over 
its  operations  and  proceedings ;  and  in 
order  to  provide  additional  security  and 
permanence  it  was  recommended  in  the 
month  ofJune  1840,  by  thirty-nine  Queen's 
Connsel,  five  of  whom  had  filled  the  office 
of  Attorney  or  Solicitor  General  in  Ireland, 
tliat  the  institndon  should  be  incorporated. 
In  1841  application  was  mode  to  Govern- 
ment for  this  purpose,  which  was  favourably 
considered ;  but  in  the  subsequent  year, 
the  grant  from  Queen's  Inns  having  been 
withdrawn,  it  was  found  necessary  to  sus- 
pend the  operations  of  the  class  instruction 
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I  the  Law  Institute.  The  Queen's 
Dublin  was  much  in  the  same  posi- 
the  inns  of  court  in  England.  The 
,tc  income  of  the  Queen's  Inns 
1832  amounted  to  no  less  than 
£7,I8G{.,  making  an  average  annual  suio. 
of  7,147(.  He  did  not  wish  to  throw  the 
slightest  slur  upon  the  highly  respectable 
body  who  presided  over  Queen's  Inns ; 
but  this  income,  being  intended  to  promote 
legal  education,  it  was  a  proper  subject 
for  inquiry  in  that  House,  whether  a  por- 
tion of  such  funds  might  not  with  advan- 
tage be  applied  to  the  endowment  of  pro- 
fessorships, either  in  the  Dublin  Law  In- 
stitution, or  in  any  other  similar  establish- 
ment in  Ireland  which  it  might  be  advis- 
able to  either  found  or  to  maintain.  This, 
however,  had  not  stopped  the  operations  of 
this  body.  Even  after  the  grant  had  been 
withdrawn  by  the  benchers,  and  during 
the  last  year,  additional  lectures  had  been 
delivered  there,  and  the  number  of  pupils 
had  increased.  In  November,  1845,  the 
number  of  students  in  the  common-law 
department  was  115,  in  the  equity  depart- 
ment 30  ;  total,  145.  By  means  of  this 
institute  several  classes  of  the  students 
hod  profited  by  the  lectures,  instruc- 
tion and  guidance  of  six  experienced 
professors,  acting  under  the  control  of 
a  numerous  council,  selected  from  the 
most  distinguished  members  of  the  profes- 
The  lectures  had  been  delivered  by 
of  the  most  eminent  men  at  the 
>ar.  He  had  only  to  mention  names 
whose  distinction  was  not  confined  solely 
to  their  own  country,  but  had  now  become 
familiar  to  every  one  who  respected  know- 
I  or  admired  eloquence — the  names  of 
Whiteside,  whose  eloquence  during 
the  trial  of  Mr.  O'Connell  had  added  a  new 
illustration  to  the  honours,  already  great, 
of  the  Irish  bar;  and  the  calm  comprehen- 
siveness, and  grave  experience  and  philo- 
sophy of  Mr.  Napier,  in  supporting  the 
Appeal  before  the  Lords.  These  men 
be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the 
country.  With  all  these  facts  before  them, 
he  was  jnatified  in  calling  npon  the  House 
to  inquire  how  far  such  an  institution 
might  be  made  still  more  useful  in  pro- 
moting legal  education — whether  it  might 
not  be  a  matter  of  primary  importance 
both  to  the  bar  and  to  the  country,  to  en- 
large and  secure  these  benefits  by  extend- 
ing its  profeBBOrships,  and  giving  perma- 
nence to  the  institution  by  endowment  and 
incorporation.  He  wished  to  see  it  preuded 
over  by  the  judges,  the  benchers,  and 
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other  Bathoritiea  wbo  adorned  the  Irish 
bar.  He  wished  to  see  the  judges,  those 
Tenerablo  autlioritiea,  in  habitual  inter- 
course with  the  younger  portion  of  the  pro- 
fession, encouraging  them  hj  their  counsel 
.and  eiampte  to  the  attwnment  of  the  same 
hoDourg  which  they  thenieelvea  hod  ac- 
quired. Such  feelings,  he  knew,  were  en- 
couraged in  England,  and  it  was  cue  of  the 
benefits  which  had  been  ascribed 
institution  of  the  inns  of  court.  Judges 
in  this  country  were  not  separated  from 
their  original  inu,  except  in  the  case  of 
such  as  were  promoted  to  the  coimnon-Iaw 
bench,  who,  from  the  circumstance  of  thei 
being  serjeant,  were  transferred   to    Sei 

s'  Inn.  T 
A  distinction,  howci 
maintain  would  he,  to  separate  the  judge 
from  the  bencher,  so  far  as  identification 
with  such  a  hodj  remained.  He  would 
rather  see  them  in  the  position  of 
judging  of  appeals  from  that  body,  than  as 
aetingupon  all  occasions  with  them.  Much 
had  been  dono  for  education  in  Ireland; 
but  he  called  upon  the  House  to  complete 
the  great  task,  hy  comprehending  in  the 
scheme  due  provision  for  legal  education, 
by  estahlishing  a  school  and  college  of  law 
in  Dublin,  to  be  maintained  by  the  State, 
or  at  last  aided  hy  its  contributions.  As 
that  plan  originally  stood,  he  had  intended 
to  hare  hod  a  regular  gradation  of  eatab- 
Itshments  aver  all  branches  of  education. 
He  had  begun  with  the  elementary  school. 
The  second  class  of  that  department  was 
formed  by  the  model  school.  He  hoped 
later  to  see  one  in  each  county — a  county 
academy,  by  the  enlargements  which  he 
had  proposed,  and  reforms  over  diocesan 
and  royal  schools,  and  other  schools  of 
public  foundation.  The  provincial  colleges 
formed  the  third  class ;  and  he  saw  with 
pleasure  that  in  them  due  provision  had 
been  made  for  a  chair  of  law.  Means  had 
been  secured  for  the  study  of  theology  in 
the  three  persuasions ;  by  Haynooth,  Bel- 
fast, and  for  the  education  of  the  Protest- 
ant Church  of  Ireland,  by  the  University 
of  Dublin.  The  study  of  medicine  had  se- 
cured to  them  chairs  in  the  several  col- 
leges, and  they  also  had  provision  for  the 
higher  branches  of  the  same  departments 
in  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
It  only  remained  to  complete  that  higher 
education  in  respect  of  law,  by  establiebing 
a  college  or  institute  somewhat  upon  the 
plan  which  had  been  already  tried,  and  with 
success,  under  the  name  of  the  Dublin  In- 
stitute.    This  was  the  vievr  entertained  in 


the  Report  of  1838;  and  by  the  present 
Motion  he  took  the  opportunity  of  mora 
fully  developing  it.  Such  a  school  or  col- 
lege of  law  would  not  only  benefit  the  bar, 
but  it  would  be  sn  advantage  to  society. 
It  would  infuse  into  what  must  often  be  a 
course  of  mere  technicalities,  something  of 
a  lofty  and  more  philosophical  spirit.  It 
would  not  only  produce  lawyers,  hut,  he 
hoped,  legislators ;  for  every  one  in  that 
House  must  be  conscious  how  much  the 
want  was  felt  of  opportunity  of  any  real 
acquaintance  with  the  great  principles  of 
jurisprudence,  especially  in  their  direct 
bearing  upon  those  functions  which  he  had 
afterwards  to  encrcise,  whether  in  the  Se- 
nate, whether  as  an  ambassador  from  his 
country,  or  as  a  negotiator  for  its  interests. 
Philosophic  study  and  a  large  and  embra- 
cing spirit  was  its  first  essential.  In  oil 
this  we  were  deficient.  Well  known  through 
Europe  eib  were  all  our  talents,  we  not  un- 
frequently  wanted  the  ordinary  elements  of 
instmctioo  in  these  several  branches.  We 
should  also  remember  the  lawyer  was  es- 
sentially the  manufacturer  of  our  Acts  of 
Parliament.  Upon  his  knowledge,  expe- 
rience, and  intelligence  depended  the 
accuracy  and  facility  of  application,  but 
still  more  the  clearness,  of  our  legis- 
lation. Without  opportunities  for  the  cul- 
tivation of  these  qualities,  we  should 
long  continue  to  laments  the  defects  to 
which  wo  were  at  present,  subject.  Nor 
was  this  an  object  limited  to  an  hour  or  a 
party.  We  had  already  been  engaged 
during  this  Session,  upon  more  evenings 
,  in  devising  the  means  by  which 
the  majesty  of  the  law  might  be  vindicated 
ith  the  most  efficiency ;  but  we  should 
recollect  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
bench  and  the  barrister,  as  well  as  of  the 
law,  to  attract  confidence.  It  should  not 
bo  feared  only,  but  tmsted  and  loved.  It 
IS  not  enough  to  have  justice  for  the  poor 
well  as  the  rich  ;  there  should  he  hands 
to  administer — there  should  be  a  judge  for 
the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich.  He  could  not 
better  conclude  than  in  the  remarkable 
irds  of  a  distinguished  man,  Mr.  Webster, 
his  funeral  oration,  last  September,  upon 
le  not  less  distinguished.  Judge  Story  : — 

"  Jnctice.  Sir,  it  the  f^reat  iotemCaf  man  on 

rth.    It  ii  tbs  lifjameat  which  holds  civiliicd 

tioni  together.    Wherersr  ber  temple  atandi, 

d  SB  long  u  it  is  dulf  bonoored,  there  ii  a  fbun- 

Cion  for  SDciat  security,  genoral  happineM,  sad 

n  improvement  luid  general  progreu  nf  our  TDM. 

And  whoever  Inbours  in  thin  Edifice  with  uacfiil- 

neu  and  disCincUon,  whoever  clears  iti  fonnda- 

tioai,BtreDgtlieii>  Ui  pillars,  ndoio  ila  cnlablaturei. 


Strtppiiig  InfanU 


{COMMONS} 


or  eoDtributes  to  nine  its  angast  donM  atill  higher 
to  the  ikiet.  connects  himscir  in  Dune,  &me,  and 
ob>net«r  with  that  which  ia  and  must  b«  u  dun- 
blo  u  the  frame  of  human  locietjr." 

But  we  never  should  strengiben  the  pilli 
nor  adorn  the  entablature,  nor  raise  t 
•Dgust  dome,  without  having  first  sunk  the 
foundatioQS  solid,  deep,  and  compreheo.  ' 
We  never  could  hope  to  sec  a  system  which 
would  realiio  all  this  country  could  aspire 
to,  without  assuring  oureelvea  in 
first,  the  earliest  moment,  of  the  legal 
career,  of  the  intelligence,  the  acquiro- 
meats,  and  the  fflorality  of  its  cultivators. 
Not  hyher  arms  chiefly,  not  by  her  navies, 
nor  her  labourers,  nor  her  arts,  but  by  her 
Constitution,  had  this  country  become  the 
wonder,  the  admiration,  and  the  example 
of  the  nations  of  Europe.  Ii'rom  her  came 
out  the  light  that  was  now  spread  in  free- 
dom through  every  part  of  the  world.  But 
to  keep  it  pure  and  unsullied,  the  fans  et 
origo  legum  should  be  equally  so.  '" 
should  cherish,  m  the  first  jewel  in  her 
diadem,  the  wisdom,  and  the  morality,  and 
the  experience  of  her  bar.  With  this  view, 
in  this  profession  as  in  other  professions, 
we  should  seize  the  mind  when  it  wasyoune, 
»nd  devote  it  to  its  country  and  its  country  s 
glory.  In  one  word,  we  should  found  an 
education  to  raise  the  fame  and  the  power 
of  the  profession  still  higher — to  make  it  a 
Btm  greater  instrument  of  good  than  it  waB 
at  present,  and  allow  it  to  develop  the 
means  it  had  of  enlightening  and  blessing 
the  community.  Upon  these  grounds,  he 
■hould  move  for  "a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  present  slate  of  Legal  Edu- 
cation in  Ireland,  and  the  means  for  its 
further  improvement  and  extension." 

House  counted   out,    and  adjourned  at 
five  minutes  to  Eight  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  April  8, 1846. 


1  Importatloa. — By  Mr.  ToirfT,  ftwn  BoirdoTGuu 
I  or  itic  Pddt  ot  etm  Unioa,  Sir  RUtaigOinwnii 
of  oceuplen  at  TiiiiimMi — Froa  HiCill  Bnwn  a 


Pnmdliip  In  Um  <Mar>«  SnsU  DtM 


BUILDLVG  SOCIETIES. 

Mr.  EWART  wished  to  put  a  question 
to  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Excnequer  on  the 
subject  of  certain  exemptions  from  stamp 
duties,  which  it  was  hoped  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  extend  to  Building  So- 
cieties. By  some  parties  it  was  expected 
that  the  duties  charged  upon  the  transfer 
of  land  would,  in  the  case  of  those  socie- 
ties, be  wholly  remitted.  But  whatever 
was  intended  to  bo  done,  of  this  there 
could  be  no  doubt — that  much  advantage 
would  accrue  to  the  parties  interested  by  a 
clear  understanding  as  to  what  they  hod 
really  to  expect;  and  he  hoped,  tfaercfure, 
that  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  would  state 
his  intentions  to  the  House. 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER wished,  with  the  least  possible  de- 
lay, to  put  an  end  to  all  uncertainty  upon 
the  point.  It  was  thought  highly  dcstrablo 
that  every  facility  should  be  given  to  build- 
ing societies  in  the  purchase  of  small  tene- 
ments; and  the  House  had  therefore  ex- 
empted their  share  certificates  and  trans- 
fers from  any  stamp  duties;  but  it  was  not 
intended  to  establish  any  exemption  in  fa- 
vour of  the  conveyances  of  land  which 
might  bo  efiected  by  or  to  ihem,  because 
the  expenses  of  conveyances  were  shared 
by  many  in  the  case  of  a  society,  and  paid 
by  individuals  in  other  coses;  therefore  the 
costs  of  conveyances  were  scarcely  felt  by 
those  societies,  whereas  the  excmpdon  of 
their  shares  from  stamp  duties  wa«  a  great 
boon. 

STRIPPLNG  INFANTS  IN  ■ffORKHOUSES. 
Mb.  CHRISTIE  rose,  pursuant  to  no- 
tice, "  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site whether  the  sttention  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  had  been  directed  to  the 
case  of  Bliiabeth  Butcher,  tried  at  Sslis. 
bury  on  the  I2th  day  of  March,  for  tho 
murder  of  her  infant  child,  and  acquitted, 
the  child  having  been  stripped  of  its  cloth- 
ing on  tho  mother's  leaving  Uie  Cricklada 
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&nd  Wootton  Bassett  workbonge;  and  to 
the  case  of  Harriett  Bovkett,  tried  at 
Hereford  on  the  30th  of  March,  for  the 
exposure  of  her  infant  child,  with  intent  to 
murder,  and  acquitted  of  the  intention  to 
murder,  the  child  having  been  stripped  of 
its  clothing  on  the  mother's  leanng  the 
Ledbury  workhouse;  and,  whether  the 
Btripping  infants  of  the  clothes  which  hod 
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beoD  supplied  in  the  workhouses,  where  the 
mothers  bad  no  other  clothing  for  them, 
when  the;  are  taken  out  of  the  work- 
houses, was  ordered  or  sanctioned  h;  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners?" 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM :  I  am  very  glad  Oiat 
the  hon.  and  learned  Uember  has,  by  fa- 
Touring  me  with  three  days'  notice,  af- 
forded me  an  opportunity  of  giving  an  an- 
swer to  this  question,  which  I  hope  will  be 
satisfactory  to  hira  and  to  the  House.  The 
subject  to  which  this  question  refers  did 
attract  the  attention  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, and  they  therefore  lost  no  time 
in  addressing  a  letter  to  the  clerk  of  the 

fiardians  of  the  Cricklade  and  Wootton 
assett  union,  where  tho  case  occurred. 
Now,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  I 
will  read  the  substance  of  the  letter,  at 
least  BO  far  as  it  relates  t6  the  supply  of 
clothing  for  children.  These  are  the  terms 
in  which  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
bare  written  upon  this  subject : — 

"  The  Commiseioaers  tlunk  it  riglit  to  atato  to 
tho  gUArdunB,  that  if  a  ffoman  deliTercd  in  a 
workhouiie  of  a  bsatard  nhild,  dailrei  to  leave  the 
vorklioiiae.  and  has  no  provinon  of  clothing  for 
the  child,  ahe  maj  appl;  to  the  board  of  guardLaaa, 
or  to  the  reliering  oKcar,  and  they  make  her  tho 
neceaearT  allowanoe,  as  for  a  caae  of  emergency, 
under  the  flr«t  exception  to  article  1  of  the  general 
prohibitorr  order.  The  guacdiana  may  l&ewiae, 
if  they  thiak  fit,  empower  the  maatrrof  Ihe  work- 
house Co  femiBh  clothing  far  tlie  child,  in  caaea  of 

make  an  application  to  the  board  of  guardiani  or 
the  relieving  officer," 

The  House  will  now  perceive  that,  so  far 
from  any  impediment  being  thrown  in  the 
way  of  furnishing  clothing  in  those  cases, 
every  reasonable  facihty  is  given;  and 
whatever  cases  hafe  occurred,  they  cer- 
tainly have  not  arisen  either  out  of  the  ex- 
isting state  of  the  law,  or  in  consequenco 
of  any  order  issued  by  the  Commissioners : 
it  will  also  be  seen  that,  in  cases  where 
there  seems  to  he  anything  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  furnishing  clothes,  the  letter 
points  out  the  course  to  be  taken  by  the 
officers  of  the  union. 

DISTRESS  IN  IRELAND. 
Sib  R.  feel  then  said:  Sir,  I  wish  to 


be  excused  by  hon.  Uemhera  for  taking 
this  opportunity  of  mentioning  a  subject  of 
immense  importance.  I  hope  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  will  make  no  answer  to  my 
statement  or  my  appeal,  and  that  what  I 
am  about  to  say  will  lead  to  no  discussion. 
I  trust  that  hon.  Gentlemen  will  conuder 
that  I  am  influenced  solely  by  my  strong 
impressions  as  to  the  state  of  the  country. 
I  believe  that  a  great  revolution  Is  taking 
place  in  Ireland  by  tho  introduction  of 
meal  made  of  Indian  com  ;  and  that  there 
has  been  created  a  new  taste  for  a  bett«r 
and  more  generous  description  of  food. 
We  find  from  the  example  of  workmen  on 
railways,  who  are  subsisting  for  the  first 
time  on  an  article  of  foreign  produce  on 
which  they  have  never  before  been  accus- 
tomed to  live,  that  they  are  able  to  work 
much  longer,  and  are  much  better,  than 
when  they  subsisted  on  that  watery  food, 
the  potato.  Notwithstanding  the  preju- 
dices which  have  existed  against  this  meal, 
but  which  are  ia  the  course  of  removal, 
there  is  an  immense  demand  for  the  publi- 
cation pointing  out  the  way  in  which  the 
meal  can  be  cooked  and  dressed  iu  the 
moat  approved  manner  in  Ireland.  Indian 
com,  however,  is  now  admitted  by  a  sort 
of  sufferance  under  an  order  of  the  Trea- 
sury. What  is  wanted  is  the  decision  of 
Parliament.  It  would,  Sir,  give  increased 
confidence  to  the  importers  if  the  law  were 
settled,  and  if  those  engaged  in  these  spe- 
culations iu  the  United  States  could  have 
the  guarantee  of  an  Act  of  Parhament,  in- 
stead of  an  order  of  the  Treasury.  Then, 
let  us  hear  in  mind  that  foreign  wheat, 
which  is  necessary  to  mix  with  our  own,  is 
now  subject  to  a  duty  of  IBs.  Let  it  be 
remembered,  too,  that  if  wo  could  get  fo- 
reign oats  and  barley-meal  at  a  duty  of  li., 
instead  of  5i.  or  6s.,  we  should  have  great 
additional  means  of  supply.  I  believe  that 
wo  should  have  considerable  imports  of 
oatmeal  from  foreign  countries  if  it  were 
known  with  certainty  that  Parliament  had 
come  to  a  determination,  and  that  oatmeal 
could  be  brought  here  at  a  duty  of  Is.  At 
present  no  Treasury  Order  has  been  issued 
to  suspend  the  duties  on  these  articles,  ex- 
cept on  Indian  corn  and  buckwheat;  and 
uncertainty  will  attach  till  there  is  some 
decision  of  the  Legislature.  I  only  wish, 
however,  to  express  a  hope  that  the  Re- 
turns now  laid  upon  the  Table  will  be  read 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  connected  with  Ireland, 
and  that  they  will  see  the  state  of  that 
country.  I  am  snre  that  tho  hon.  Mem- 
bers for  Clare  and  Limerick  mast  have  re- 
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ceived  tlie  same  accouota  that  wc  Lave, 
and  must  know  the  distress  which  now 
exists;  and  I  believe  that  if  the  decision  of 
the  Legialature  con  be  taken  on  the  Corn 
Bill,  Tie  ehalt  greatly  iacrcasc  the  available 
Hupply  of  food.  All  I  can  say  la,  that  if 
those  hon.  GeDtlemcn  conld  reconcile  it 
with  their  EeoBC  of  public  duty — under  any 
protest  as  to  future  opposition  on  any  stage 
to  the  Irish  Protection  of  Life  Bill— if  they 
could  allow  the  decision  of  this  House  to 
be  taken  on  the  first  reading  of  the  Coer- 
cion Bill,  and  then  proceed  with  the  Com 
Bill,  they  would  confer  a  great  benefit  on 
tn&ny  districts  even  of  their  own  country. 
I  do  not  wish  to  provoke  any  discussion.  I 
speak  after  reading  these  Reports,  under 
the  strong  impression  of  the  distress  exist- 
iiig  in  many  districts  of  Ireland,  and  I  only 
ask  hon.  Members  to  read  these  Reports, 
and  then  to  form  their  own  decision. 

Mr.  ha  WES  conld  bear  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  the  settlement  of  the  Com 
Bill  was  of  great  importance  to  the  com- 
mercial classes.  The  railway  speculations 
of  the  last  auturon  were  pressing  on  the 
owners  of  small  concerns,  who  were  de- 
creasing their  business,  and  many  labour- 
ers therefore  were  without  employment. 
With  regard  to  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill, 
he  earnestly  requested  his  hon.  Friends 
to  consider  how  far  they  could  think  it 
consistent  with  their  public  duty  to  allow 
the  debate  on  the  6rst  reading  to  be  short- 
ened. He  was  equally  opposed  to  the  Bill 
with  them  :  he  meant,  with  them,  to  op- 
pose it.  He  did  not  think  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  made  out  a  case  for  it;  and 
he  believed  that  all  Coercion  Bills  had 
failed.  He  hoped,  however,  when  all  the 
commercial  interests  of  England  were  in 
a  state  of  stagnation  and  difliculty,  if  his 
hon.  Friends  could  deem  it  consistent  with 
their  public  duty,  they  would  curtail  the 
debate  and  allow  the  first  reading  to  be 
got  over,  that  they  might  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  the  Com  Bill,  which  was  a  mea- 
sure for  the  benefit  of  both  countries.  He 
really  thought  such  a  course  would  entitle 
his  hon.  Friends  to  the  respect  and  regard 
of  the  nation,  and  that  they  would  not  for- 
feit the  deserved  confidence  of  the  people 
ot  Ireland.  He  assured  them  that  the 
deepest  anxiety  and  gloom  pervaded  the 
trade  of  the  Uuitod  Kingdom  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  would  produce  the  most  serious 
results,  unless  some  orrangcmcDt  could  be 
made  under  which  the  House  could  pro- 
ceed with  the  Corn  Bill. 

Ma.  \V.  SMITH  O'BRIEN  said:  The 


right  hon.  Baronet  has  again  repeated  his 
appeal  to  the  Members  for  Irish  constitu- 
encies; but  I  cannot  answer  that  appeal, 
and  I  should  not  feel  authorized  to  do  so, 
even  if  I  were  disposed.  Still  1  must  say 
that  we  have  not  invited  these  discussions, 
and  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Govern 
ment,  this  day,  I  believe,  if  they  so  please, 
to  postpone  the  adjourned  debate  over  Fri- 
day next.  The  right  bon.  Gentleman  re- 
quires us  to  attend  on  that  day,  when  it 
will  be  most  inconvenient  to  us,  and  most 
mischievous  to  the  country  to  take  us  from 
home  at  this  period;  but  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  fix  a  later  period — say 
four  weeks  hence — for  proceeding  with  the 
Irish  Bill,  he  will  enable  the  House  to 
come  to  a  final  decision  on  the  Com  Bill, 
and  he  will  be  able  to  resume  with  perfect 
good  temper  the  discussion  on  the  Irish 
Coercion  BiU.  I  know.  Sir,  that  it  is  the 
disposition  of  the  Irish  Members  to  dis- 
cuss most  minutely  and  most  fully  the  de- 
tails of  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill.  With  re- 
gard to  Indian  com,  which  is  not  now  ad- 
mitted under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  I  be- 
lieve there  would  be  a  general  acquiescence, 
and,  indeed,  no  objection  to  a  separate  Bill 
to  admit  Indioti  com;  for  I  am  hound  to 
corroborate  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Baroret  that  Indian  meal  has  proved  itself 
a  very  valuable  auxiUary  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  country.  In  conclu- 
sion, I  will  only  ask  whether  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  has  any  objection  to  state  to  the 
House,  or  to  lay  before  us,  any  official 
Papers  to  show  the  extent  of  the  applica- 
tions for  aid  under  the  Pnbhc  Works  Act, 
and  also  to  what  extent  the  County  Pre- 
sentment Act  has  been  carried  into  effect  ? 
I  believe  that  there  has  been  no  disposition 
shown  by  the  grand  juries  to  avail  them- 
selves  of  one  of  the  great  resources  of  the 
country  on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man relied  for  warding  otf  the  present  dis- 
tress ;  and  1  think  that  the  amount  of 
applications  under  the  Public  Works  Acta 
are  far  and  away  beyond  what  was  antici- 

SiB  J.   GRAHAM :    In  reply    to   the 
hon.  Gentleman,  I  can  state  that  the  «[>- 

Elications  under  the  Public  Works  Act 
arc  been  very  numerous;  and  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  in  general  they  have  been  fa- 
vourably entertained  by  the  Commission- 
ers. I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  state  to 
what  extent  they  have  gone,  but  they  are 
certainly  very  numerous;  and  I  am  glad 
that  they  are,  because  the  relief  afforded 
by  those  means  is  of  the  most  legitimate 
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cbaracter;  it  enables  the  parties  to  vork 
for  wages,  and  ia  not  a  gratuitj-  of  the  Pnr- 
liament  of  England  nnd  Ireland  to  tlio 
Irish,  but  partakes  partly  of  a  loan,  and 
partly  of  a  grant.  With  reference  to  the 
second  queBtion,  as  to  the  remedial  mea- 
Bures  of  which  the  gi'and  juries  might  have 
availedtheniBelveBtothecxtent  of  100,0001., 
I  am  sorrj  to  say  that  there  is  an  indisno' 
sition  on  the  part  of  grand  juries  to  make 
that  mode  of  relief  available. 

Mr.  C.  POWELL  was  as  ansions  to 
promote  the  commercial  freedom  of  Eng- 
land as  he  was  to  obstruct  the  political  aer. 
vitude  of  his  own  country.  He  thought 
that  tho  Irish  Members,  though  a  smatl 
number  in  that  House,  were  justified  in 
availing  themselves  of  every  constitntional 
means  to  stop  the  Coercion  Billi  for,  though 
they  were  a.  small  minority  in  that  House, 
they  were  backed  by  7,000,000  in  Ire- 
land. All  they  wanted  was,  to  state  to 
the  country  and  to  record  their  justification 
for  rejecting  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  finch  thought  the  statement  of 
the  ri(^t  hon.  Baronet  threw  some  impu- 
tation onhon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
Honse,  and  was  made  on  the  presumption 
that  the  Corn  Bill  was  likdy  to  pass, 
whereas  that  was  very  doubtful,  and  it  was 
more  likely  that  it  would  not.  He  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  S.  O'Brien) 
that  Ute  beet  course  would  be  to  bring  in  a 
fiHl  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  Indian 
corn,  and  any  quantity  of  wheat  which  the 
necessities  of  the  season  required. 

Sir  R.  peel  :  Really  Uie  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  misunderstood  what  I  stated.  I 
threw  out  no  imputation  against  any  hon. 
Members.  I  did  not  complain  of  hon. 
Members  opposite  for  their  course  of  eon- 
duct  on  the  Irish  Bill;  I  did  not  complain 
of  the  hon,  Gentleman  and  his  friends  for 
their  course  on  the  Com  Bill;  so  far  from 
it  they  did  not  insist  on  notices,  but  on 
every  Notice  day  permitted  the  debate  on 
the  Com  Bill  to  proceed.  Even  if  tho  be- 
lief of  the  hon.  Gentleman  be  correct,  and 
the  Corn  Bill  is  to  be  defeated,  depend 
upon  it  it  wtU  be  infinitely  better  that  the 
decision  of  the  Legislature  should  be  known 
at  once.  I  never  inferred  that  the  Com 
Bill  is  certain  of  suocess.  I  said  nothing 
of  the  kind;  but  even  if  the  bon.  Gentle- 
man's impressions  be  correct,  he  must  see 
that  the  sooner  the  determination  of  the 
Legislature  upon  auch  a  subject  shall  be 
known,  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  parties 
in  the  Gountiy. 


Mr.  T.  DUNCOMBE  was  sure  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  must  admit  that  if  any  doubt 
existed  in  the  public  mind  as  to  the  huccchs 
of  the  Com  Law,  it  resulted  from  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government.  Government 
could  put  an  end  to  the  uncertainty  to- 
morrow. But  independently  of  this,  he 
thought  that  in  this  sort  of  conflict  the 
Irish  Members  were  unfairly  used.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  who  was  followed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth,  threw  the 
whole  blame  of  the  delay  on  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers. The  hon.  Member  stated  that  he 
was  opposed  to  the  Bill,  but  asked  the  Irish 
Members  whether  they  could  not  think  it 
consistent  with  their  duty  to  allow  it  to  be 
read  a  second  time  ?  [Mr.  Hawes  :  To 
imit  the  discussion.]  Well,  the  Ministers 
could  limit  the  discussion.  Who  had  in- 
troduced the  Bill  ?  The  Government; 
and  then  they  made  an  appeal  to  that  side 
of  the  House,  and  tried  to  throw  the  blame 
of  the  delay  of  the  commercial  measures  on 
the  Irish  Members.  He  told  them  that  the 
pubtic  did  not  blame  the  Irish  Members, 
The  public  thought  the  Irish  Members  were 
quite  right;  hot  the  same  public,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  were  beginning  to  doubt  the 
sincerity  of  the  Government  to  carry  their 
great  commercial  measures.  Why  was 
that  done  for  which  Government  were 
throwing  tho  blame  on  others  ?  Why  was 
this  discussion  provoked  ?  Out  of  courtesy, 
it  was  said,  to  the  House  of  Lords.  He 
had  not  yet  heard  that  the  House  of  Lords 
hadsent  down  to  search  their  journals;  but 
even  if  they  had,  that  House  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  House  of  Lords.  Tbeyhad 
sent  down  a  Bill,  but  he  did  not  know  why 
it  should  not  remain  on  their  Table  a  dead 
letter,  if  that  House  so  liked.  It  was  no 
concern  of  the  House  of  Lords.  And  yet 
they  were  to  take  up  this  Bill  to  please  the 
Ilouse  of  Lords,  and  also  because,  as  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  said,  of  the  moral  effect 
it  would  have  in  Ireland.  But  no  moral 
effect  would  be  produced  in  Ireland  if  the 
Irish  people  saw  those  Members  in  whom 
they  had  confidence,  opposing  by  every 
means  in  their  power  this  Bill.  The  moral 
effect  of  this  Bill  was  perfectly  gone  in 
Ireland,  and  therefore,  when  they  appealed 
to  the  Irish  Members  to  consider  during 
the  recess  whether  they  would  not  allow 
this  Bill  to  be  read  a  first  time,  he  would 
ask  the  Government  also  to  take  into  con- 
sideration whether  they  would  persist  in 
pressing  a  Bill  which  they  must  know  they 
had  no  chance  of  passing  Into  a  law  dnring 
this  Session.  .  , 
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Mb.  F.  SCROPE  could  underatand  the 
Qovcmnient,  being  deHiroua  of  introducing 
tliis  mcSiSure  a3  earlj  as  possible,  if  they 
thought  it  would  prevent  crimes  Id  Ireland; 
but  the  moment  they  ascertained  that  on 
the  first  reading  there  would  be  a  diecus- 
sion  on  the  principle,  it  must  have  been 
clear  to  them  that  there  would  be  a  length- 
ened discussion  upon  the  varioua  Irish  Co- 
ercion Bills,  if  not  upon  all  the  grievances 
of  Ireland,  and  that  several  nighta  must  be 
occupied  in  (he  diacuasion;  and  from  that 
moment  he  thought  the  responsibilitj  of 
any  delay  in  proceeding  with  the  measures 
reuktiug  to  com  rested  with  the  Govern- 
ment. The  public  were  not  at  all  aware 
of  the  reasons  which  could  induce  the  Oo- 
vemment  to  postpone  those  measures  to 
tako  the  debate  upon  the  Irish  Coercion 
Bill;  andiftbero  were  the  same  delayaftcr 
Easter,  in  consequence  of  the  Government 
still  forcing  the  diBcuHsion  of  that  Bill,  and 
^ving  it  precedence  over  the  com  mea- 
Burea,  the  public  would  be  still  more 
strongly  uf  opinion  that  the  delay  of  those 
measures  rested  on  the  unciplained  and 
inconceivable  pertinacity  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  forcing  on  the  discussion  of  the 
Irish  Coercion  Bill  in  preference  to  the 
Cora  Bill. 

Mb.  FITZGERALD  hogged  to  correct 
ttn  expression  which  had  been  mode  by  the 
Hon.  Member  for  Evesham,  and  which  was 
calculated  to  lead  to  misapprehension  of 
the  real  state  of  Ireland.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  alluded  to  the  importation  of  po- 
tatoes into  Wales,  and  he  inferred  from 
that  that  there  was  a  surplus  over  the 
quantity  required.  He  could  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  in  this  he  was  perfectly 
mistaken.  The  fact  was,  that  the  preva- 
lent disease  was  on  the  increase,  and  they 
were  glad  to  dispose  of  their  potatoes  before 
they  would  be  utterly  ruined.  He  gave 
the  light  hon.  Baronet  credit  for  the  mea- 
sures he  had  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  relief  to  Ireland  ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  Coercion  Bill,  he  could  assure  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that  the  opposition 
given  to  it  by  Irish  Members  did  not  arise 
from  any  desire  to  thrown  impediments  in 
the  way  of  the  Corn  Bill,  but  solely  because 
they  considered  the  Coercion  Bill  ill-timed 
and  uncalled  for.  He  found  that,  during 
the  last  assizes  in  Tipperary,  there  had 
been  no  capital  conviction,  and  that  in  the 
north  crime  had  ako  diminished. 

Mb.  WYSE  thought  the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  Members  in  offering  every  opposi. 
Uon  to  this  measure  could  not  be  impugned. 


They  felt  bound  to  do  bo,  in  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  their  constituents,  and 
because  they  considered  the  Bill  an  odious 
and  unjust  one.  The  Government  had  it 
in  their  power  to  adjourn  the  measure,  and 
thus  they  would  secure  the  good  wishes 
and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Irish  Hem- 
bera  in  the  future  stages  of  the  Com  Bill. 

CoLosBL  SIBTHORP  said,  he  fully 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Members  who  had 
just  sat  down.  He  gave  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers all  credit  for  the  open,  manly,  and 
straightforward,  and  he  would  also  Bay 
the  consistent  manner  in  which  they  had 
opposed  the  Coercion  Bill.  He  wished  the 
present  measure  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment wos  one  calculated  to  conciliate  the 
people  of  Ireland.  Ho  wished  to  see  the 
people  of  that  country  prosperous,  and  he 
was  compelled  to  say  that  the  measures 
brought  forward  for  the  last  twenty  years 
in  that  House  were  not  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  that  country.  The 
Government  should  introduce  a  measure 
that  by  its  beneficial  results  would  restore 
peace  and  plenty  to  the  peasantiy  of  Ire- 
land. Such  a  measure  would  always  meet 
with  his  (Col.  Sibthorp's)  concurrence  and 
hearty  support,  for  he  considered  it  would 
be  more  adapted  to  the  condition  of  the 
country  than  the  Coercion  Act  proposed 
by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers. 

The  Reports  of  the  Scarcity  Commis- 
sioners (Ireland)  presented  by  Sir  J. 
Graham  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table,  and  be 
printed. 

RAILWAY  BILLS. 

On  the  Motion  for  going  into  ft  Com- 
mittee of  Supply, 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  said,  he  would 
take  the  opportunity  of  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to 
an  important  point  upon  which  it  was  de- 
sirable the  House  should  know  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  before  it  sepa- 
rated. He  referred  to  the  proceedings 
about  to  be  taken  with  respect  to  the  rail- 
way business  of  the  country,  in  eonfonnity 
wi^  the  announcement  of  the  ri^t  hon. 
Baronet  on  Monday  night.  The  Hoooe 
was  going  to  separate  without  a  Bill  being 
introduced  into  Parliament,  and  parties 
who  might  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the 
facilities  proposed  to  b«  given  them,  and 
to  withdraw  from  railway  schemes,  ought 
to  know  daring  the  recess  what  course 
tliey  ought  to  take.  But,  unless  directions 
were  given  to  them,  they  would  he  at  a 
loss  to  know  how  to  proceed,  ud  the  in- 
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teml  between  the  preseot  time  and  the 
2?th  of  this  month,  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee, he  believed,  reBumed  their  sittingB 
— not  a  long  period, — would  be  lost.  He 
was  not  Bure  how  the  difficulty  could  be 
best  met,  nor  did  he  urge  tho  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, if  he  hod  not  considered  the  subject, 
to  ^ve  a  definite  answer  to  his  question  ; 
but  the  parties  concerned  would  be  glad  to 
hear  that  the  Gorenunent  would  give  their 
serious  consideration  to  the  subject,  and 
take  such  steps  as  appeared  to  them  ex- 
pedient. 

SiaR.  FEEL:  I  am  obliged  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  the  Government  to 
this  important  subject.  I  assure  him  that 
no  time  will  be  lost  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  considering  the  legislative  measure  ne- 
cessary to  give  effect  to  the  general  views 
which  I  stated  to  the  House  the  day  before 
yesterday.  Any  law  connected  with  the 
law  of  partnership  must  necessarily  go  into 
flome  nice  detMla,  and  it  is  therefore  de- 
sirable tbst  the  Bill,  before  it  is  introduced, 
should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  highest 
legal  authorities.  I  may  state,  that  in  the 
course  of  yesterday  some  of  the  highest 
legal  authorities  connected  with  the  law  of 
property  gave  the  subject  their  consider- 
ation. It  is  obvious  that  the  details  of 
such  a  measure  are  qnite  a  different  ques- 
tion from  the  genenu  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment ;  and  when  time  is  so  precious, 
and  the  interests  concerned  are  so  import- 
ant, it  would  be  most  unwise,  I  thint,  to 
stand  on  official  etiquette.  I  ioclioo  to 
think  that  the  best  course  would  be  for  the 
department  more  immediately  connected 
with  rutways — the  Board  of  Trade — to 
issue  a  circular  to  the  heads  of  companies, 
containing  not  the  minute  details  of  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  Government,  but 
its  general  principles.  For  instance,  it 
would  be  proper  to  notify  that  the  opinions 
of  the  majority  of  the  holders  of  shares, 
that  is  to  say,  of  persons  holding  half  the 
shares  in  a  company — against  any  further 
proceedings  upon  any  Bill,  would  avail  to 
prevent  legislation  upon  it.  The  Board 
of  Trade  might,  I  repeat,  notify  that  if  the 
holders  of  half  the  shares,  by  however 
small  a  snm  that  is  exceeded,  express  a 
wish  to  withdraw  their  Bill,  the  Govern- 
ment will  advise  the  Le^alature  not  to 
proceed  upon  it.  I  will  communicate  im- 
mediately witL  the  President  and  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  and 
I  consider  that  if  some  public  notification 
is  iaimediately  made   by  Government — 


which  cannot,  however,  of  course,  be  bind- 
ing upon  the  Legislature — that  would  inti- 
mate to  directors,  and  through  them  to 
the  shareholders,  what  course  the  Govern- 
ment  intended  to  propose  on  the  reas- 
sembling of  Parliament. 

Order  of  the  Day  read,  and  Committee 
of  Supply  postponed. 

House  adjourned  at  half-past  Threa 
o'clock,  to  Friday,  the  17th  inet. 
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OtkwiDce  of  Ow  Loid^  Dvf, — By  Ut. 
EaaiIit  ckrgrnHn  ud  Lit>d*d  oftbe  Towd  of  LiD^iar 
ukd  lt>  Virinlty,  in  Hiiinic  of  the  Ramaa  Calholje  RelliT 
Bill. — By  Nt.  John  O-Coimdl,  ftom  Ripul  Wtrtou  of 
Ibv  Town  of  Wnibrd,  for  providing  ChiplAltu  lot  Roinsi 
CilbDllc  SoldierL^BT  lenai  tion.  Hanben,  fmm  ini- 
DuiplKO,  for  RepnloiAltenHonof  I]ieLunulcAi)lunu 
■Dd  Piupo'  LimiUn  AcL  — Bt  He.  Biker  Cmiwell, 
from  Foot  LaM  Offiwn  of  UiHpMh  Union,  for  t  fiupof. 
iDnuiUloa  rind  fnr  Poor  L»>  Offlcai.~Uy  SJr  CtuulM 
Coutr,  from  Hedial  PnctlUoDRi  at  Ponullngtoii,  (or 
ths  BcctET  Rcguliilioii  lod  iDora  GndenC  Suppoit  of 
Hedlal  ChulUn  {IiiIuhD^Bt  Hr.  Jotin  CiAMt.  fton 
Alhlou,  igiliut  Um 
Bt  Hr.  Gpoms,  fnn 
Id^  of  tbe  Conduct  of 


DISTRESS  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  DILLON  BROWNE  wished  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  a  question  on  a  subject  with 
respect  to  which  a  great  necessity  existed 
that  the  public  mind  should  be  satisfied. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  he  had  received 
any  official  intelligence  or  authoritative 
statements  sufficient  to  convince  him  of  the  . 
fearful  state  of  many  parts  of  the  south  of 
Ireland.  The  distress  had  attained  such  a 
height  that  several  attacks  had  been  made 
on  millfl  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  pro- 
visions, and  many  cars  Wen  with  fiour  had 
been  plundered,  as  well  as  boats  similarly- 
laden.  He  wished  to  know  whether  this 
information  had  reached  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  whether  proper  steps  had 
been  taken  to  meet  the  emergency. 

Sir  ROBERT  FEEL  replied  that  eveiy 
post  brought  alarming  details  of  the  dis- 
tress to  himself  and  to  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment; and,  speaking  generally,  he  thought 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  bore  the  priva- 
tions to  which  they  were  subjected  wHh 
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great   forbearance.      There  linJ  been   om  wantsoftheilBce»«ed'«fcmi1y,    The  noble  conduct 

or   two   iustances  of  a  diaturbance  of  th.  of  tl.cio  i)oor  hone.t  fellow.,  who,  whilst  food  i, 

,,.  ,  ,.  r  M  very  luirh  ID  uncc,  frcel*  nvo  a  twellth  of  their 

public  peace  :  such  proceedings  of  coura.  ^„i  i.,-*e.ruing.  i.  wonhj  ot  imitation  bj  thw. 

muat  be  suppressed;   but  ho  could  aseurt  whoeipendbundruda  on  tholuniricsof  life." 

the  hoa.  Gentleman  that  every  excrtior  „  1 1      r     •         .l       .  . 

.    ■  ,  ■  ... ,    -  •',    ,      ,  He  would  refer  to  another  statement  a 


Government  here 

The  hon.  Member  would  recollect  that  aL 
along  he  had  predicted  what  would  ensue 
and  that  he  in  vonsequence  proposed  a  re 
medy.  The  hon.  Member  was  aware  o: 
the  important  remedy  which  be  had  pro 
posed  to  facilitate  the  accese  of  food  to  th( 
people  of  Irolaod. 

PROTECTIO.V  OF  LIFE  (IRELAJJD)  BILL- 
AIUOUR.\ED  DEBATE  (FOL'RTII  NIGUT). 
Sir  J.  GRAHAM  moved  the  Order  ol 
the  Day  for  the  Adjourned  Debate  on  th( 
first  readuig  of  the  Protection  of  Life  (Ire- 
land) Bill. 

Ma.  W.  SMITH  O'BRIEN  did  not  riae 
to  propose  the  postponement  of  the  Ordei    pri' 
of  the  Day,  but  to  make  an  appeal  to  the    thi 
Government  with  respect  to  that  part  ol 
Ireland  with  which  he  wa«  connected.    He 


to 
country : — 

Fur&l  Deatitutioa.— The  intelligence  in  oar 
columns  of  the  iacreasing  distrcH  of  the  labourioj; 
populaCiun  of  Limerick,  Clare,  and  Kerry,  ig  man 
livful,  nnd  the  aceumulating  wanli  of  the  people 
combine  to  pnvipitatc  a  criiii  which  the  kindlf 
■rm|iathics  of  ever;  Cbrialian  bosom  must  bo  ear- 
neitlf  lolicitous  to  avert.  We  could  wish  to  keep 
this  gricvoui  spoctaclc  uf  human  misery  and  suT- 
lering  in  the  Eir  distance,  u  a  Tiiionary  or  pusiiuK 
creation  of  *  the  mind's  eje ;'  but  tho  ud  realitj  u 
so  broad  and  aubstantial,  that  wu  cannot  longer 
turn  awa  J  from  the  horror*  of  actual  and  appallmg 
destitution  wliieh  now  eocompass  us  at  every  side. 
We  have  proofalreadj  that  many  wretched  bmilies 
■'  ■       if  the  country  are  starring  upon  01 


lof  bi 


itfood  ii 


twenty  hours '.  The  diitriet  relief  committees  have 
heard  the  warning  voice,  and  the  imploring  cry  of 
"  ~  '    Qgry  poor  la  painful  to  the  ear.     Voluntary 

'  benevolence  is  doing  much,  but  not  more 
ought  in  sucb  ■  deplorable  calamity.    Go* 

int  must  oome  to  the  rescue  with  moro 
ipeed  and  eflect,  or  tbe  catoitrophe  will  be  over- 


had  taken  the  liberty  of  statine,  five  weeks    „  j-.  ^    .\.    n  .  » 

•go,  th.t  Ihe  meuure.  of  li.  Gmmm.M    ?'  '"'  ""«'"  "^  *«  0"<™«"  '"  P">- 
°  ing  tbe   measure  for    tbe  introduction   of 

com  ;  but  he  had  been  utterly  utoniahed 
the    last  letter   which    bad   appeared. 


!  altogether  inadequate  as  a  remedy 
for  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  tlio  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  have  made  a  charge 
against  him  for  so  doing.  Every  ilay  show- 
ed the  importance  of  resorting  to  more 
energetic  measures.  He  hoped  that  the 
delay  would  not  take  place  until  the  pcoph 


stating  that  provisionH   were  at  a  starring 

price  at  Cork,  and  that  the  committee  for 

the  relief  of  the  town  were  aniious  to  get 

supply  of  Indian  com,  to  be  sold  at  a  low 

Itappeared  that  they  had  obtained 


_    ■'  ,  ■      ■     .,         "^j  II  ,  ■  I  pnce,     Itappeared  that  theyhad  obtained 

were  dying  by  thousands,  and  ho  certainly  '^       .  ■  ,-.    r  l  _.        ■   i    i.  . 

,,  ■' .  °    ^  .        ,    .f_.i.     ■  t        .■  »  certain  quantity  for  a  short  period;  but 

could  not  conceive  what  further  information  ,  ^.  .       '  ,.         '^.  .  .'    . 

tho  Government  could  want. 
Stance  of  eitciiaive  starvation 

I  any  country,  hut  a  deficient  sup- 


ply of  food  often  produced  extensive  dJ 
ease;  it  appeared,  however,  that  in  Ireland 
instances  had  occurred  of  positive  starva- 
tion. He  bad  found  this  in  reports  of 
coroners'  inquests  in  the  Irish  newspapers. 
For  instance : — 


by  some   arbitrary  proceedings,  which   the 
often    P^'T^^  "'  ^""^  ^^  "■*'    understand,  this 
was  put  a  stop  to.     Apphcation  had  there- 
Tore  been  made       ■'      " 


the  Government  on  the 
tubjcct,  as  would  be  found  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  Cork  paper.  The  Cork 
Reporter  of  Saturday  says : — 

"  The  relief  committee  have,  we  rejoice  t«  ny, 
thrown  off  tlie  Castle  incubus  Chat  weighed  like  a 
lightmare  on   their  energies.     To-day  there  are 


"  Death  from   Destitution. — Roecommon.— On  lix  depots  selling  out  Indian  meal,  which  arrived 

Sundajmomingapoormanwasdisoorered  within  ,j  the  Nimrod  on    Thursday,  at  U.  per  Tlbfc, 

half  a  mile  of  this  town,  stretched  by  tbe  ditch,  [Oj.  8d.  per  ewt.,  juit  2(1.  per  owt.  over  the  rate 

and  apparently  some  hours  dead.     An  inquest  was  Jie  commissary  charged  for  the  six  tons  be  gave 

Iwld  by  the  coroner  (B.  Keogh,  Esq.),  nnd  after  J,o  committee,  for    he    fixed    the  price*  not    at 

tbe  eiaminatiou  of  the  body  by  the  surgeon,  the  )«,  i^.  per  ewt.  (Id.  per  lb.)  ai  expected,  >»i>  >t 

jnry  found  a  verdict '  that  tbe  poor  man  died  from  10*.  W.  pei  —  

dettilulion  and  hunger.'  " — Jtoacoauaoa  Jiwnu/.  Jut  that  pr 


He  found  a  similar  < 

Eaper,  whore  the  verdict  was  that  the  man 
ad  died  of  starvation : — 

"  Deatli  from  Starvation. — A  man  died  of  star- 
vation at  tbe  public  works  at  the  Island,  on  Thurs- 
day. The  poor  men  who  were  bis  fellow  labourers, 
aiul  not  in  much  better  condition,  subscribed  on 
tlie  tpot  ■  peony  each  to  relieve  the 


pniy  the  public 
f(10».  M.)  will  cover,  we  underWand, 
.  of  the  Indian  meal  bought  this  very  week 
n  Liverpool,  after  a  coniiderable  rise  had  taken 
ilace  in  its  price,  and  after  paying  the  freight  and 
charge  of  bringing  it  per  steamer;  while  the  Go- 
remment,  for  meal  ground  from  oora  bought 
nonthssinocatftrstmarlcet  price,  directly  imported 
lere,  charge  within  a  mere  fraction  of  that  Ida.  Sd. 
Ntt  there  ever  anything  io  monatroiu  f  Yea,  there 
%  KHMtliiDg  mw*  mooKroat  itilli  thaynflMed 
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to  giro  It  l«  k  itirriug  people,  even  at  that  tiOT- 
bitant  prioe.  The  oonunittce,  besides  the  Indian 
mekl,  are  retailing  whole  meal  to  the  people  at  lid. 
per  lb.,  which  will  meet  the  feara  of  thoae  who 
think  that  the  Indian  meal  alone,  howeTcr  cooked, 
may  not  agree  with  theconnitutionaof  our  people. 
The  fcilIowiDg  letter  ooDtaiiu  the  GoTemment  nlti- 
•Datoni  in  reapeot  to  sapplying,  or  rather  deajing, 
to  ttn  atoning  poor  of  our  cilj  t.aj  portion  of  the 
ladian  meal  atontd  bj  the  authorities: — 

"  Castle,  Dublin,  ApHl  9,  1616. 
"  Sir — T  bave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
jODT  Dommuuication  of  the  Sth  initant,  inquiring, 
for  the  iufbrmation  of  the  relief  committee  of  the 
citj  of  Cork,  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  GoTem. 
ment  to  permit  them  the  use  of  Indiau  meal  &om 
tbeir  depot  at  Cork,  and  am  directed  to  state,  in 
reply,  that  depots  for  the  issue  of  Indian  com  meal 
an  now  forming  in  the  ooontry;  but  it  is  intended 
to  reaerre  issues  from  these  depots  for  the  more 
beary  pressure  during  the  summer  months,  when 
&nn  labour  ahatl  have  ceased,  until  which  time  it 
ti  expeoted  that  the  landholders  and  relief  oom- 
mittees  will  exert  theoiselTes  to  meet  tbe  existing 

"  Them  are  the  riews  of  GoTemment.  The 
oountry  is  sure  of  the  provision  which  is  now  coU 
leeting  ibr  tbem ;  bat  alt  parties  must  cooperate 
to  reaene  it  for  the  most  trying  period,  when  it 
can  be  nmultaneoiisly  applied  ^  the  relief  of  ttw 
whole  coDDtry. 

"  Premature  issues  would  be  wasting  these  re- 
■onnei. — I  am.  Sir,  youi  obedient  serrant, 

"  i.  P.  Kbrnidt,  Secretary, 

"  ReT.  Wm.  O'SnlliTan,  R.  C.  C,  Cork." 

He  had  thoaght  tliat  the  object  of  intro- 
ducing  Indian  corn  was  to  supply  tbe 
exigencies  of  the  present  moment ;  but  it 
appeared,  according  to  this  extraordinary 
communication,  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  afford  assistaDce  tmtll  famine  came  in 
all  its  force.  He  wished  the  Government 
to  look  at  the  aitaation  of  the  Irish  la- 
bourer. Tbe  Irish  labourer  did  not  depend 
on  the  wages  that  he  earned  for  the  means 
of  maintaining  himself  and  family.  He 
obttuned  a  small  piece  of  land,  for  which 
he  had  in  most  instances  to  pay  a  high 
rent,  and  by  tbe  produce  he  thus  obtained 
bo  was  enabled  to  maintain  his  family. 
But  if,  as  at  present,  the  crop  failed,  he 
bad  nothing  to  fall  bock  on  in  consequence 
of  being  unable  to  obtain  employment  un- 
less for  a  ver^  short  period.  In  many 
parts  of  tbe  west  and  sooth  of  Ireland,  the 
population  could  not  obtain  employment. 
But,  snppoung  that  they  were  able  to  do 
BO,  the  average  rate  of  wages  was  ^m  Gd. 
to  Sd,  a  day;  and  any  one  acquiainted  with 
that  part  of  the  country  knew  that  the 
price  of  potatoes  was  so  high  as  to  be, 
with  this  nta  of  wages,  a  famine  price. 
The  price  of  potatoes  was  double  what  it 
was  in  ordinary  years.  He  would  aek  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  meant 
to  wait  until  this  state  of  things  occftBioued 
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an  outbreak  of  the  people  ?  This  must  be 
tbe  end  of  allowing  things  to  remain  as 
tbey  were.  It  was  monstrous  to  talk  of 
the  rights  of  property  when  tbe  people  were 
literally  starving.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  a  people  in  such  a  condition  would  ra- 
ther be  shot  than  starve.  There  had  been 
a  meeting  of  several  thousand  labourers  in 
the  county  which  he  represented,  to  take 
into  cousideration  their  coaditioa  as  regard- 
ed a  supply  of  provisions.  He  would  not 
go  into  a  detail  of  what  passed  there  ;  it 
was  sufScient  to  say  that,  by  the  aid  of  tbe 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  who  on  all  occa- 
sions exerted  themaelves  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  peace,  the  meeting  was  induced 
to  separate  without  any  attack  having  been 
made  on  property.  Some  of  the  papers 
state  that  an  attack  was  made  in  the 
county  of  Clare  on  a  boat  on  tbe  river  Fer- 
gus, laden  with  flour,  which  was  plundered. 
It  should  be  recollected  that  in  no  port  of 
Ireland  hod  the  potato  disease  caused  so 
much  distress  as  in  Clare.  The  following 
was  tbe  account  which  he  referred  to  ; — 

"Plunder  ofa  Provision  Boat. — On  Wednesdaj 
morning,  as  the  amaek  Maria,  the  property  of  Mr. 
John  N,  Eussell,  ofthis  city,  was  proceeding  from 
Limerick  to  Clare,  laden  with  flour  and  Indian 
meal,  she  was  boarded  near  Smith's  Island,  in  the 
Clare  river,  by  about  fourteen  armed  men  from  a 
lighter,  who  ordered  the  crew  (three  men  and  a 
boy)  into  the  cabin.  They  held  posseaaioD  of  tho 
cabin  over  ail  hours,  during  which  time  the;  took 
away  about  one  hundred  socks  of  prime  Sour  and 
twenty  of  Indian  meal,  valued  at  2501.  They  then 
departed,  first  ordering  the  crew  to  remain  at 
anchor  at  their  peril,  until  they  returned  lor  tiia 
remainder  of  the  cargo.  This  order  the  erew  did 
not  obey,  but  started  instantly  Ibr  Clare,  and  wero 
puraued  by  a  boat  Med  with  armed  men.  Mr. 
Russell'a  agent  (Mr.  Reardou)  at  once  reported  the 
occurrence  to  the  magistrates  and  police.  War- 
rants are  iaaucd,  and  about  thirty  sacks  of  flour 
have  been  recovered.  Several  boats  that  wero 
paaaing  at  tiie  time  of  this  outrage  were  ordered 
to  anchor,  and  had  to  remain  so  during  the  day, 
with  the  exception  of  tho  Dublin  Company's  boat, 
the  Royal  Georgt,  which  was  allowed  to  proceed 
unmolested.  Mr.  Richard  Rnssell  left  yesterday 
fOT  Ennis,  to  aid  in  recovering  the  property,  and 
discovering  the  perpetrators  ofthis  audacious  otit- 
rage.  He  returned  lost  night,  having  discovered 
fifly-oae  bag*  of  Bonr,  belonging  to  hia  father,  hid 
under  the  ground  near  Hurlera'  Cross,  on  the  road 
from  this  city  to  Enoii." — Limeriek  j~ 


Again,  he  found  it  stated  In  the  Limerick 
Reporter  at  Tuesday — 

"  If  the  following  from  two  respectable  corre- 
spondents, descriptive  of  scenes  that  took  place  in 
Clonmel  and  Tipperary  on  yesterday,  bring  not 
the  Government  to  a  sense  rftheir  duty,  we  don't 
know  what  will ;  '  Tipperary,  Monday  Evening. — 
This  town  presented  a  picture  of  onraehy  and  con- 
fusion this  da;,  which,  it  is  to  he  apprehended,  will 
load  to  frighttid  cDosequencoi.  A  dray,  ladenwilb 
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flour,  wag  aeited  in  the  centra  of  the  town  bf  the 
itarving  people,  and,  despile  of  the  police,  the 
greater  portion  carried  off.  The  police  itcled  with . 
great  fbrbcnrancc,  ns  in  their  cflbrin  to  protect 
Uie;  were  pelted  with  itonBg  and  other  miuilei, 
Wid  the  chief  couttaLIc,  Mr.  Egan,  much  injured. 
The  armjr  were  immediately  called  out.  and  poaoe 
for  the  present  restorod.  The  doatitution  hero  ii 
much  increased  by  the  price  of  fuel,  ten  Bhillingi 
being  the  price  of  a  small  loaf  of  turf,  which  U  r«- 
tailcd  to  the  poor  at  one  halfpenny  the  sod.  The 
iwtience  and  forbearance  of  the  starving  people  is 
wonderful  under  such  prirations,  and  no  efforts 
made  to  procure  employment  for  them.' 

"  Clonmel,  April  13.— Atone  o'clock  this  maming 
a  moh  cotiBiitingof  four  or  Sre  thousand  of  the  un- 
employed aud  destitute  poor,  collected  on  the  road 
about  two  miles  irom  tho  town  of  Clonmel, and  did 
not  proceed  to  any  violence  until  twelve  o'clock, 
when  a  police  officer  rode  into  town  for  tho  mili- 
tary, in  consequence  of  Mrs.  Shanahan's  mill 
(■ituato  at  MarlBcId)  having  been  attacked,  and 
Mveral  lacks  of  flour  carried  off  trom  it.  Such 
was  the  cicitcment  and  apprehension,  tliat  all  the 
inilitarf  under  tho  command  of  \tajor  Galloway 
WU  called  out,  to  the  cideni  that  the  recruits  were 
mione  left  to  guard  the  barraoks.  Just  nt  the  pe- 
riod of  tho  commotloD,  when  the  aoldiera  were  pro- 
ceeding under  arms  through  tho  town,  together 
with  mounted  artillery  with  their  cannon,  they 
were  passed  by  at  least  two  hundrrtd  and  fifty  carts 
laden  with  flour  fur  exportation  (the  property, 
prineipally.of  Messrs.  Grubb  and  Sargent),  coming 
from  Caher,  under  a  heavy  escort  of  cavalry  and 
infantry,  which  had  bacD  called  out  fiir  the  purpose 
early  in  the  morning,  so  that  the  town  presented 
all  ^0  appearance  as  if  under  siege.  Before  the 
cavalcade  arrived  at  Marlfleld  the  crowd  had  dis- 
persed, iiitelliEence  having  been  conveyed  to  tiient 
•f  the  armed  toree  that  was  approaching.'" 

The  circumgtance  wlilch  appeared  moit 
rnggravating  wns,  that  the  people  were 
Btarving  in  the  midst  of  plenty,  and  that 
every  tide  carried  from  the  Irish  ports  i 
tufficicut  for  the  maintenance  of  theufiands 
of  tho  Irish  people.  Was  it  not,  then,  Bur- 
prieing  that  there  should  not,  under  such 
circumataDccs,  be  more  attacks  <jn 
perty  ?  And  the  right  boo.  Gentleman 
at  tno  head  of  the  Government  should  re- 
collect that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  only 
at  the  commencement  of  their  famine;  they 
would  yet  have  to  undergo  some  four  or 
months  more  of  distresB;  andheffOuld< 
more  solemnly  appeal  to  the  Government 
and  ask  whether  their  present  measures 
of  relief  were  adequate  to  meet  tho  case 
of  tho  Irish  people  ?  Ho  might  saj  that, 
with  respect  to  the  resident  gentry  in  Ire- 
land, the  majority  of  the  landlords  were 
bencvulentlj  contributing  to  the  relief  of 
tbe  people  ;  but  it  should  be  recollected 
that  the  pressure  fell  Tery  heavily 
them.  IIo  believed  that  every  landlord 
would  do  everything  in  his  power  to  give 
increased  employment  to  labourers.  With 
respect  tQ  tho  aid  which  irould  be  affordod 


by  local  enhsoriptiona,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  those  who  contributed  auhmitted 
to  avoluntary  tax,  giving  what  they  pleased; 
and  there  might  be  some  who  would  not 
[tribute  at  all.  He  did  not  find  that 
absentees  were  called  upon  to  contribute, 
as  they  should  ho.     There  should  bo  some 

.ional  assessment  for  the  relief  of  the 

in  a  crisis  like  the  present.  He  would 
by  legislative  enactment  at  once  call  for 
increased  conti^butions,  for  local  purposes, 
from  all  absentees.  He  had  always  thought 
that  tho  poor  had  the  first  claim  on  the  pro- 
perty on  which  they  wore  located.  Neither 
was  the  Poor  Law,  as  it  etiated  in  Ireland, 
a  system  calculated  to  benefit  the  people  of 
that  country.  The  poor  man,  when  he  ap- 
plied for  worker  assistance,  was  told  he  must 

I  the  workhouse.  Now,  the  workhouse 
system  was  not  one  on  which  they  could 
rely  in  an  emergency  like  the  present,  and 
the  repugnance  of  the  Irish  people  to 
resort  to  tbe  workhouse  was  almost  irre* 

ihle ;  and  be  trusted  that  this  feeling 
would  continue.     Surely  it  was  the  busi- 

of  the  Govcrmnent  to  enable  the  Jrisb 
poor,  who  were  willing  to  work,  to  have 

means  of  doing  so.  He  thought  that 
they  ought  to  be  encouraged  in  this  desire; 
hut  what  hod  tho  Government  done  for 
them  ?  The  right  boo.  Baronet  hod  told 
'  House  that  a  sum  of  400,0001.  was 
avtulablo  for  the  purpose  of  giving  employ- 
ment to  tbe  labourers  of  Ireland.  Now  he 
wished  that  tbe  House  would  aoalyse  the 
mode  in  which  this  sum  was  to  be  expend- 
The  right  bon.  Baronet  had  brought 
one  Bill  to  encourage  drunoge;  and  bad 
that  Bill  been  introduced  last  autumn,  it 
might  have  been  attended  with  consider- 
able benefit.  He  was  not  going  to  eay 
that  the  Bill  might  not  be  useful  in  some 
small  degree;  but  be  was  very  much  afraid 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  find  it 
altogether  inapplicable  to  meet  this  dis- 
tressing crisis.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
enumerated  among  his  measures  that  which 
granted  ccrtun  loans  for  tbe  improvement 
of  land  under  the  Board  of  FuhUc  Works. 
He  (Ur.  S.  O'Brien)  was  not  aware  of  any 
instance  in  which  this  fund  had  been  re- 
sorted to.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  also 
oUaded  to  some  great  nndertakings  for  pro- 
moting the  improvement  of  navigation  in 
Ireland.  He  hod  heard  of  no  such  works 
being  yet  commenced.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  hod,  however,  informed  diem  that 
a  portion  of  the  sum  of  400,0001.  bad  been 
laid  aside  for  this  purpose.  Tbe  right  hon. 
Baronet  «lio  stated  that  the  County  Pro- 
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Bentments  Act  would  bring  into  circulation 
an  expenditure  of  lOO.OOOi.  Now,  be  could 
inform  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  with 
only  one  or  two  exceptions  the  Grand  Ju- 
ries had  decided  that  this  measure  was  al- 
together inapplicable  to  meet  the  present 
distressing  criBis,  That  Act  would  go,  not 
to  the  benefit  of  the  labouring  classes,  but 
to  the  people  who  did  not  require  assist- 
ance. Another  of  these  measures  was  the 
Fbheries  Act.  He  thought  that  that  was  a 
very  good  Act,  and  hoped  it  would  be  suc- 
eessful;  but,  so  far  as  he  had  observed 
during  his  residence  in  Ireland,  it  had  not 
yet  come  into  operation,  nor  was  it  likely 
that  it  would  during  the  present  pressure. 
There  remained  only  another  Act  for  him 
to  speak  of,  and  that  was  the  Public  Works 
(Ireland)  Bill.  It  would  be  a  rery  useful 
Act  if  the  OoTemment  would  only  facilitate 
its  operations.  Public  meetings  1 
held  in  many  parts  of  Ireland  to  promote 
and  expedite  the  operation  of  this  Bill. 
The  amount  sanctioned  to  be  expended  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  was  50,0001.,  and 
that  would  just  give  It.  per  head  toamil* 
lion  of  people,  for  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months  a  miUion  of  indindoals  would  re- 

5 aire  the  assistance  it  was  intended  to  give. 
L  very  large  number  of  applications  had 
already  been  made  to  Goremment,  not  for 
charity,  hut  employment  under  the  prori- 
rions  of  the  BiU.  He  confessed,  that  with 
reference  to  those  prorisions,  they  seemed 
most  desirable  in  their  nature;  but  he 
thought  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Oo- 
Temment to  bring  to  the  aid  of  the  local 
exertions  made  on  this  emergency  the 
Amds  derived  from  general  contributions, 
and  from  the  grant  of  the  State.  The 
consequence  of  such  a  proceeding  would 
he,  that  the  people,  instead  of  applying  for 
public  and  indiscriminat«  charity,  would  be 
employed,  and  the  works  nndertaken  to 
give  them  employment  would  be  such  as 
would  be  usefal  in  themselves.  He  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  state  to  the 
Bouse  what  he  knew  with  respect  to  the 
applica^ons  that  had  been  made  for  em- 

Elo jment  on  those  works,  forwhich  50,000(. 
ad  been  granted.  He  believed  that  the 
applications  already  made  would  warrant 
the  expenditure  of  500,000Z.  He  could 
not  refrain  from  expressing  his  regret  that 
Government  should  think  it  necessary  to 
couple  the  question  of  Ireland  with  the 

Question  of  the  Com  Laws.  These  laws 
id  not  affect  that  description  of  food  avail- 
able for  the  people  of  Ireland.  He  was 
one  of  those  who  differed  from  the  great 


majority  of  the  hon.  Members  at  his  side 
of  the  House — he  meant  with  respect  to 
measures  to  alter  the  Com  Law,  which  he 
had  no  doubt  would  be  of  service  to  this 
country,  but  would  for  some  time  be  inju- 
rious to  Ireland.  He  would  also  say  that 
it  was  a  still  more  unfair  and  uugenerona 
proceeding  in  the  conduct  of  the  Gorem- 
ment, with  respect  to  Members  who  dif. 
fered  from  them,  to  mix  up  the  question  of 
the  Com  Laws  with  the  Coercion  BiU.  Did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  forget  the  Par- 
liamentary proceedings  in  1833,  when  the 
some  course  was  readily  allowed  to  the 
Irish  Members  to  oppose  the  then  Coercion 
Bill  on  the  first  reading,  as  they  had  now 
adopted  ?  Was  it  fair  then  to  taunt  hon. 
Members  with  throwing  impedimenta  in 
the  way  of  the  people  of  Ireland  getting 
relief,  because  they  would  not  consent  to  ft 
measure  which  would  he  the  greatest  in- 
fliction that  conntry  could  suffer  f  Why, 
the  Irish  Members  bad  no  remedy.  If  thej 
had  not  adopted  this  coarse,  they  would 
lose,  and  deservedly  so,  the  confidence  of 
their  fellow  countrymen.  They  were  de- 
termined to  resist  this  Bill,  and  they  would 
do  so  in  all  its  stages.  This  measure  was 
passed  by  an  English  majority,  and  against 
the  feeling  of  a  majority  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers; and  he  felt  that  there  was  so  much 
i'nstice  in  the  opposition  of  this  Coercion 
lill,  that  he  believed  that  it  never  would 
pass  that  House.  The  people  of  Ireland 
were  alienated,  perhaps  irrevocably,  from 
this  Parliament;  and  as  regarded  the  Go- 
vernment, it  was  their  duty  to  have  sepa- 
rated the  Coercion  Bill  ft'om  measures  to 
meet  the  prevailing  famine.  How  different 
would  have  been  the  conduct  of  an  Irish 
Goremment  and  an  Irish  Parliament  1  An 
Irish  Goremment  would  hare  summoned 
an  Irish  Parliament  to  meet  in  November 
last,  to  consider  the  steps  necessary  to 
meet  the  unforeseen  calamity;  instead  of 
coupling  measures  of  coercion  and  relief, 
they  would  never  have  dreamed  of  uniting 
them,  and  out  of  the  resources  of  Ireland 
they  would  have  made  preparations  to  pre- 
vent famine  among  the  people.  However 
painful  might  he  the  task,  he  had  felt  ithia 
duty  to  throw  the  responsibility  upon  Go- 
vernment; and  in  his  consciencche  believed 
that  for  whatever  loss  of  hfe  might  arise 
from  wont  of  food,  or  &om  outbreaks  the 
result  of  want.  Ministers  would  be  answer- 
able. 

Sm.  J.  GRAHAM:  Sir,  after  the  speech 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  deli- 
rered.  although  I  am  most  aoxioua  to  avoid 
2A2 
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any  postponement  of  the  adjoumod  de- 
bate, I  abotild  be  iDeicusablo  if  I  did  not 
address  a  fow  words  to  tbe  House;  but  I 
will  confine  myself  almost  wholly  to  an- 
swering the  questions  put  by  tbe  bon. 
Gentleman.  I  am  sure,  Sir,  tbat  tbcre  it> 
no  one  Member  in  this  Houbo  wbo  will 
not  bear  witness  that  1  have  not  under- 
rated the  sad  calamity  with  which  Ireland 
is  afflicted.  There  is  no  Member  in  this 
House  who  has  stated  more  broadly  and 
more  distinctly  the  great  apprebcnsioos 
to  be  entertained  of  the,  extent  of  tbat 
calamity,  and  of  its  increasing  prcasure, 
than  I  have.  At  a  very  early  period  after 
the  House  met,  I  enforced  on  tbe  attention 
of  the  House,  from  tbe  best  information 
which  we  could  obtain,  tbe  fact  that  this 
calamity  was  widely  spread,  and  that  in  tbe 
course  of  the  next  spring  and  summer  it 
would  be  greatly  increased.  I,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  accused  of  concealiug  or 
underrating  this  great  calamity.  We  bave 
not  denied  the  responsibility  of  tbe  Go. 
Ternraent  in  this  emergency.  We  bave 
resisted  upon  grounds  which  wo  thought 
sound  the  propositions  made  by  bon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  tbe  other  side  of  the  House, 
which  would  have  relieved  the  Government 
of  some  portion  of  this  responsibility,  and 
would  have  transferred  it  exclusively  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  soil  in  Ireland;  and 
with  reference  to  tbe  present  condition  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  soil  we  have  declared, 
upon  the  whole,  in  the  midst  of  the  pre- 
sent emei^ency,  that  wo  would  not  be 
parties  to  any  such  exclusive  increase  of 
the  local  burdens.  I  am  well  aware 
that  notliing  but  tbe  extremity  of  tbe  pre- 
sent emergency,  and  tbe  nnuaual  state  of 
things  now  existing,  wiU  justify  our  mea- 
sures for  feeding  the  people  under  the 
sudden  calamity  of  an  approaching  famine. 
Those  who  are  conversant  with  the  work- 
ing of  tbe  GoTemment  must  be  aware 
that  its  machinery  is  not  adequate  to  any 
inch  object.  It  is  nothing  discreditable  to 
the  present  Administra^on  to  say  that  we 
were  taken  more  or  less  by  surprise;  it  was 
Deceasarj  to  provide  the  machinery  for  our 
purpose;  the  performance  of  that  machinery 
cannot,  in  all  its  parts,  be  altogether  and 
at  once  perfect,  and  some  allowance  ought 
to  be  made  to  tbe  Government  for  the  dif- 
ficulty in  its  working.  I  will  now  proceed 
to  comment  very  briefly  on  what  the  bon. 
Gentleman  has  further  added.  He  has 
said,  speaking  upon  the  authority  of  a 
paper,  but  not  giving  any  case  upon  bis 
ew/i  aulboritj,  tbat  Jnatoaces  of  death  from 
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destitution  have  occurred.  The  bon.  Gen- 
tleman relies  upon  a  single  newspaper;  and 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  tliat  no  official 
account  has  been  received  of  so  fearful  an 
event.  One  of  tbe  cases  to  which  the 
bon.  Gentleman  referred  was  that  of  an 
Lilividual  whose  strength  failed  him,  and 
who  lost  his  life  when  bo  was  actually  taken 
into  employment.  That  employment  may 
have  been  postponed  too  long:  still  that 
individual  was  employed.  I  admit.  Sir, 
most  fuUy,  the  feeling  which  prevails  in 
Ireland  of  on  UDwilliugness  to  enter  the 
workhouse,  and  therefore  we  cannot  wholly 
rely  upon  any  argument  founded  upon  the 
empty  state  of  tbe  workhouses :  still,  when 
it  is  said  that  distress  prevails  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  endanger  life,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  throughout  Ireland  there 
are  workbouacs  provided,  and  that  in  no 
one  instance  are  thoy  fall.  [Mr,  O'Com- 
KBLL  :  Dublin,  j  Perhaps  Dublin  is  nn 
exception;  hut  it  was  tho  counties  of  Clare 
and  of  Limerick  to  which  the  hen.  Gen- 
tleman more  particularly  alluded;  and  I 
am  sure  that  in  neither  of  those  counties 
are  the  workhouses  full  at  tbe  present  mo- 
ment. I  think,  Sir,  that  tbe  hon.  Qentlemaa 
and  I  aro  agreed  upon  the  main  principle 
which  ought  to  regulate  the  operations  of 
the  Legislature  and  of  the  Government  in 
their  endeavours  to  provide  the  means  of 
meeting  the  present  emergency.  The  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  those  wbo  sit  around  him, 
condemn  any  distribution  of  gifts  or  alms: 
with  respect,  at  all  events,  then,  to  the 
able-bodied  poor,  we  are  agreed  that  finding 
employment,  and  so  distributing  wages,  is 
the  legitimate  mode  of  giving  relief.  Now, 
our  endeavour  has  been  to  find  work,  for 
that  we  conceive  to  be  tbe  legitimate  mode 
of  affording  relief,  and  tbe  best  relief  that 
we  can  give  to  the  able  bodied  poor  in  tbe 

E resent  emergency.  The  bon.  Gentleman 
as  referred  also  to  a  particular  source  of 
supply — the  Indian  com.  Sir,  when  they 
anticipated  tbe  coming  events,  the  Govern- 
ment, actiug  on  its  own  responsibility,  de- 
parted from  the  ordinary — I  might  ^most 
say  from  tho  legitimate— course  of  a  Go> 
vemment,  and  ordered  a  large  importation 
of  Indian  com.  They  did  not  so  order  it 
for  the  pumose  of  meeting  the  entire  wanta 
of  tbe  Irish  people,  but  for  tbe  purpose  of 
checking  tbe  markets,  of  preventing  tbe 
holding  back  of  com  to  enhance  the  price, 
and  of  arresting  tbe  progress  of  the  very 
evil  of  which  the  bon.  Gentleman  com- 
plained— that,  in  midst  of  plenty,  when  tbe 
crops  of  oats  had  been  uuiuaally  large,  the 
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supply  of  oatmeal  was  so  limited  that  the 
price  woB  raised  one-tliird.  I  am  aware 
how  difficult  and  delicate  aa  operation  it  is 
to  ndjust  the  supply  of  food  to  the  wanta 
of  the  people.  That  is  one  of  tJie  objec- 
tions to  the  present  Com  Laws:  thej  at- 
t«opt  this  very  adjustment,  which  no  law 
can  secure ;  and  it  is  a  caae  of  no  little 
difficulty  so  to  regulate  in  particular  lo- 
calities the  addition  to  the  supply  of  food, 
that  while  we  encourage  such  an  influx 
as  will  reduce  the  price  and  add  to  the 
mainteoance  of  the  people  from  a  public 
source,  the  people  are  not  led  to  rely  upon 
that  public  supply  exclusively  for  subsbt- 
ence.  Sir,  we  never  said  that  this  foreign 
supply  would  be  sufficient  for  the  whole 
population  of  Ireland;  but  we  believed 
that,  under  the  judicioiu  management  of 
this  supply,  tlie  markets  could  be  so  re- 
gulated as  to  prevent  an  exorbitant  price 
for  nadve  produce.  This  was  the  rule 
in  the  case  of  Cork,  adverted  to  in  ^e 
answer  of  Mr.  Pennefather  to  the  requoat 
for  a  further  supply  of  Indian  com.  1  am 
happy  to  say  that,  upon  private  speculation 
a  large  quantity  of  Indian  com,  io  addition 
to  that  provided  bjtheGovemment,  has  been 
introduced  into  Ireland,  and  that  the  price 
is  very  moderate,  so  moderate  indeed — the 
duty  under  the  Order  of  the  Treasury  hav- 
ing beeu  suspended — that  Indian  com  is 
cheaper  in  many  parts  of  Ireland  than 
oatmeal.  The  prejudice  which  was  enter- 
tained against  it  is  rapidly  subsiding.  It 
is  found  to  be  a  houthy  and  agreeable 
food,  and  there  is  a  general  disposition 
amongst  the  Irish  people  to  consume  it.  I 
tnut  that  the  effect  of  this  disposition  will 
far  outlive  the  present  emergency,  and  that 
the  people  will  henceforth  be  induced  to  sub- 
sist on  com,  whether  grown  at  home  or  im- 
ported from  abroad,  in  preference  to  potatoes, 
which  have  hitherto  been  so  exclusively 
naed.  The  hen.  Gentleman  has  said  also  that 
there  are  cases  of  such  extreme  destitution, 
ending  iu  the  loss  of  life,  as  to  justify  the 
statement  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are 
starving  in  the  midst  of  plenty.  I  an 
sure  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  aoniit,  thai 
whatever  may  be  the  efforts  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  is  utterly  impossible  that  such  a 
state  of  affairs  can  be  satisfactorily  met  if 
the  Government  alone  is  left  to  deal  with 
the  emergency ;  if  the  proprietors  of  the 
soil  and  the  richer  portion  of  the  com- 
munity do  not  come  forward  generously, 
liberoUy,  and  freely,  to  aid  the  efforte  of 
the  Executive.  The  hon,  Gcntlemsn  asked 
mo,  "  What  has  the  Goverument  done 


It  is  my  duty,  however,  to  ask  him — I  may > 
without  imputing  blame,  for  there  are 
hononrable  exceptions~-but  what,  I  ask, 
have  the  wealthy^wbat  have  the  landlords 
of  Ireland  done  ?  We  have  done  our  very 
utmost.  Lord  Lincoln,  nearly  a  fortnight 
ago,  proceeded  to  Ireland  under  the  appre- 
hension that  there  was  not  sufficient  acti< 
vity  ;  and  that  there  might  exist  some  im- 
pediments to  the  operations  of  tiie  Govern* 
ment  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  remove, 
and  to  ensure  a  more  immediate  adoption 
of  those  measures  of  relief  which  it  was  ne- 
cessaty  to  a^ord,  I  am  bound  to  say,  that 
with  reference  to  two  of  the  measures  al- 
ready introduced,  the  effect  has  not  been  so 
successful  as  we  had  on  the  whole  antici- 
pated. The  hon.  Gentieman  had  alluded  to 
the  Grand  Juries  Presentment  Act.  That 
was  a  measure  by  which  we  offered,  on  the 
part  of  the  public,  to  advance  100,000^.; 
which,  through  the  medium  of  contract 
works,  mi^t  have  employed  a  large  num- 
ber of  people.  It  was  a  measure  in- 
trusted to  the  grand  juries;  in  other  terms, 
it  may  be  said  to  have  been  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  landlords  of  each  county; 
but  they  have  refused  to  avail  themselves 
of  that  Act  of  Parliament ;  they  have  very 
generally  declared  that  they  will  not  act 
upon  it ;  and,  therefore,  our  tender  of 
I00,000i.,  to  be  immediately  available,  has 
practically  been  rejected.  I  regret  this 
extremely.  The  measure  was  of  a  per- 
missive, not  compulsory,  character;  but 
the  grand  juries  of  Ireland  have  not  thought 
it  right  to  take  advantage  of  its  provisions. 
There  was  some  truth  also  in  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  with  respect 
to  the  Drunage  Act.  I  could  have  wished 
that  Act  had  been  introduced  earlier, 
before  tiie  emergency  was  so  pressing ; 
if  it  had  been  introduced  earlier  it  would, 
no  doubt,  have  been  more  generally  avail- 
able ;  but  still,  I  am  happy  to  say  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  heen  correctiy 
informed  when  he  says  that  no  appli- 
cations have  been  made  far  advances 
under  that  Act.  There  have  been  some 
applications  already  for  loans  under  that 
Act.  The  annually  available  sum  is 
60,0001. ;  and  since  the  measure  of  the 
present  Session,  giving  additional  facili- 
ties for  bringing  it  into  operation,  passed, 
already  from  30,0001.  to  40,000(.  have 
been  advanced.  Of  what  may  be  called 
the  substantive  measures  of  relief  ten- 
dered by  Government  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency, the  most  important  is,  undoubtedly, 
the  Public  Works  Act.     While  advaneea 
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sro  mailc  on  the  part  of  the  public,  it  §e- 
ourca  payment  of  a  moictj  on  unoxccption- 
kblo  security;  and  provides  that  the  public 
works  selected  are  the  most  proper  that 
could  be  adopted  to  add  permanently  to 
the  productiTe  power  and  wealth  of  Ireland. 
I,  therefore,  waa  a  decided  advocate  for 
Ae  Public  Worka  Act,  aa  preaenting  the 
moat  legitimate  means  of  relief,  and  con- 
Terting,  I  trust,  present  calamity  into  per- 
maoent  sources  of  future  prosperity  and 
welfare.  The  boa.  Gentleman  has  truly 
Btatcd  that  under  the  Act  of  Parliament 
the  amount  now  available  is  limited  to 
50,0001.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating 
to  the  hon.  Qentleman  and  to  the  Iloaae, 
that  on  our  responsibih'ty  we  have  told 
the  Irish  Qoverameut  not  to  eonaider  that 
limit  of  50,0001.  aa  final  and  not  to  be 
exceeded.  We  have  de'aircd  the  Irish 
Government  to  investigate  all  the  propo- 
sitions mode  for  new  public  works  accord- 
ia^  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act ;  and  if 
SO.OOOi.  should  be  considered  insufficient, 
on  our  reaponaibility  we  have  declared 
our  willingness  to  aa  action  advanees  to 
a  larger  amount;  and  before  the  end  of 
the  Session  it  will  be  our  duty  to  bring 
the  entire  case  before  Parliament.  In- 
■tructiuns  have  already  been  sent  over  to 
Ireland  to  this  effect ;  and,  atthongh  the 
■urn  nominally  available  is  only  50,0001., 
all  tenders,  all  applications  for  advances  on 
public  works  shall  be  entertained  by  tbo 
Commission,  and  be  investigated  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  strict  rule  which  Par- 
liament baa  prescribed,  save  only  wilh 
respect  to  amount  of  advance ;  and,  on 
that  bead,  as  I  have  Stated,  at  a  future 
period  of  the  Session  we  will  come  forward 
and  announce  the  aum  which,  in  conformity 
with  the  Act,  it  may  be  necessary  to  pro- 
Tide  ;  and  I  rely  with  confidence  on  the 
readiness  of  Parliament,  under  the  pres- 
■ure  of  existing  circumstance  a,  to  sanction 
ftny  advance  which  niay  be  necessary 
beyond  the  amount  now  specified  in  the 
Fublie  Works  Act.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
■tated  that  an  Irish  Parliament  and  an 
Irish  Oovemment  would  have  acted  in  a 
different  spirit  from  what  we  have  displayed 
on  this  occasion.  I  will  not  lay  stress  on 
tile  terms  "an  Irish  Government,"  because 
it  may  mean  a  Oovemment  separate  from 
the  Crown  of  England,  which  I  hope  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  disclaim  ;  but  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  meant  that  a  British  Go- 
TOmment,  acting  through  the  medium  of 
■n  Irish  Parliament,  would  have  acted 
JDora  ^eneronaly,  I  most  eay,  I  really  do 


not  think  that  an  Irish  Parltamont  could 
have  dealt  with  a  case  of  this  desenption 
in  a  spirit  more  generous,  more  confiding, 
more  anxious  to  meet  the  emergency,  than 
the  British  Parliament  has  exhibited  on 
this  occasion.  Already  Parliament  has 
sanctioned,  since  we  met,  either  in  the 
shape  of  grant  or  loan,  advances  to  the 
amount,  as  I  have  before  stated,  of  above 
400,0001.  Under  the  Public  Works  Act 
the  aum  to  be  advanced  is  limited  to 
500,0001. ;  but  I  have  to-night  announced, 
that  on  our  responsibility  that  limit  will  be 
removed  ;  and  I  am  snre — with  no  mia- 
placed  confidence  on  the  feelings  of  tbo 
British  House  of  Commons — I  may  say 
that  neither  this  nor  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  will  impose  any  limit  to  any 
advance  which  shall  be  made  conformahlo 
to  the  principles  established  in  the  Public 
Works  Act,  provided  the  public  be  protected 
against  Jobbing ;  but  that  advances  will  be 
made  in  a  spirit  not  unworthy  cither  of  the 
British  or  Irish  people.  The  bon.  Qentle- 
man has  again  referred  to  the  necessity  of 
establishing  a  system  of  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied  under  the  Poor  Law.  Now,  1  must 
say  that  the  authorities  in  Ireland,  with  re- 
ference to  the  policy  of  auch  a  provision, 
are  by  no  means  agreed.  If  I  mistake  not, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  (Mr.  O'Connell)  differ*  widely 
fi-om  the  hon.  Member  from  Limerick  on 
this  point.  I  must  say  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
and  teamed  Gendlcman  the  Member  for 
Cork, and  differfrom  the  hon.  Member  for  Li- 
merick. The  hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  cooreo 
of  his  observatione,  has  himself,  I  think,  vir- 
tually condemned  that  proposition.  Vindi- 
cating the  conduct  of  the  Irish  landlords,  he 
aaid,  they  do  habitually  employ  at  least  as 
large  a  number  of  labourers  out  of  thdr  pri- 
vate means  as  their  fortunes  will  allow.  Bnt 
the  inevitable  effect  of  levying  by  forced 
rate  a  sum  for  the  maintcnnnco  of  the 
poor  would  be,  that  what  you  give  aa  relief 
would  have  to  bo  taken  from  the  main- 
tenance given  to  those  you  employ  in 
the  shape  of  wages.  ["No,  no!"]  1 
am  now  talking  of  the  resident  landlords. 
I  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  aay 
that  the  resident  landlords  generally  even 
exceeded  their  means  in  employing  la- 
bourers ;  at  all  events,  they  went  to  tho 
utmost  extent  of  their  means.  Well,  the 
inevitable  effect  of  imposing  a  rate  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  able-bodied  wonid 
be  greatly  to  diminish  those  moans  ;  with 
tho  diminution  of  those  means,  the  laudable 
desire  so  to  employ  labour  would  cease  ; 
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and  with  respeet  to  the  employed,  tbe 
ineritabte  result  would  be,  you  would  ei- 
tioguish  the  independent  feeling  of  honest 
labourers — you  would  reduce  them  to  the 
poaition  of  ^e  pauper;  their  independence 
would  cease,  their  spirit  would  he  lowered, 
wnd  the  tone  of  society  to  that  extent  would 
be  degraded.  On  this  topic  I  only  wish  to 
point  out  that  eren  here,  while  this  ques- 
tion is  discussed  by  hon.  Members  sitting 
on  the  same  side  of  the  House  generally 
agreeing  with  respect  to  Irish  policy,  there 
is  the  greatest  dinerence  of  opinion  among 
Irish  authorities.  But,  Sir,  tbe  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  said  that  an  Irish  GoTemment 
would  have  called  an  Irish  Parliament  to- 
gether in  NoTembor  for  the  purpose  of 
cotuidering  tUs  question. 

"  Tbia  iras  tbe  lUiltiiideBt  ent  of  all;" 

for  the  hon.  Gentleman  Imows  well  that 
we — my  right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of 
the  OoTemment  and  myself— are  not  re- 
■ponsible  for  not  baring  taken  that  precise 
course.  We  cannot  be  fairly  charged  with 
ne^ect  in  this  respect.  The  hoo.  Gen- 
tleman says  that  the  subject  of  scarcity 
in  Ireland  is  unjustly  connected  with  the 
Com  Laws.  I  won't  argue  that  question 
over  again.  1  have  repeatedly  Htat«d 
that  I  think  this  question  of  Irish  scar- 
city is  indisBolubly  connected  with  the 
Com  Laws.  It  was  the  urgency  of  this 
very  case  that  forced  on  me  the  recon- 
sideration of  all  my  former  opinions  on 
this  subject — it  was  the  urgency  of  this 
very  case  which  convinced  me  tiiat  you 
cannot  postpone,  with  justice  to  Ire- 
land, much  less  to  Great  Britun,  an  im- 
mediate settlement  of  the  Com  Laws  by 
the  abolition  of  those  duties  that  impede 
the  free  importation  of  human  food.  With 
reference  to  the  other  measure,  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  complains  has  been 
mixed  up  with  the  existing  distress  ii 
Ireland — namely,  the  measure  for  the  pre- 
vention of  the  horrible  crime  of  assasMna- 
Uon  and  lawless  outrage  which  prevails  in  a 
small  number  of  counties  in  Ireland  ;  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  proper  that  I  should 
now  longer  interpose  between  the  House 
and  the  further  consideration  of  that  im- 
portant qneHtiou.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  complained  that  we  have  taunted  the 
Irish  Members  with  having  unfairly  re- 
tarded the  progress  of  tbe  Com  Bill. 
Neither  my  right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  nor  any  other  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government,  has  taunted  the 
Irish  Hembers  with  Ae  conduct  which 
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they  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  pnrsne. 
On  &e  present  occasion  I  have  eon~ 
tented  myself  with  briefly  answering  the 
questionj]  put  to  mo  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. After  five  nights'  debate,  I  hope 
tbe  disousaion  on  the  first  reading  of  the 
Protection  to  Life  in  Ireland  Bill  will  now 
be  allowed  to  proceed  ;  and  after  the  first 
reading  we  shall  make  progress,  I  hope, 
without  interruption,  in  advancing  towards 
the  final  settlement  of  that  great  queatioa 
which  presses  for  immediate  decision,  what- 
ever part  of  the  British  Empire,  with  re- 
ference to  its  vital  interest,  la  considered 
— the  Bill  for  aboliabing  the  duties  on 
the  importation  of  foreign  com. 

Mr.  E.  B.  ROCHE  said,  that  although 
he  did  not  concur  with  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet who  had  just  sat  down,  as  to  the  de- 
sirableness of  prooeeding  with  this  Bill,  he 
would  not  detain  the  Houae  at  any  great 
length  with  a  view  of  interrupting  its  pro- 
greas.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  Go- 
vernment intended  doing  much  for  the  sub- 
stantial relief  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  It 
was  quite  true  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
hod  uttered  sentiments  of  commiseration 
and  feeling  for  the  Irish  people.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  also  uttered  a  strong  re- 
buke to  the  landlords  of  Ireland  for  net 
aiding  the  Government  to  the  best  of  their 
power  in  relieving  the  wonts  of  the  people. 
For  those  sentiments,  as  far  as  they  went, 
he  thanked  the  right  hon.  Baronet ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  ahould  better  pleased 
did  he  hear  the  right  hon.  Baronet  say,  as 
the  representative  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  this  country,  that  the  Government 
did,  in  point  of  fact,  intend  doing  aome- 
thing  substantial  towards  reliering  tho  ca- 
lamities and  distresses  of  the  people,  and 
that  it  was  their  intention  to  proviac  ample 
means  for  supplying  the  people  of  Ireland 
with  food.  He  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
allusion  to  the  question  between  his  hon. 
Friend  tbe  Member  for  Limerick  and  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  as  to  whether  an  Eng- 
lish or  an  Irish  Parliament  would  do  most 
for  the  relief  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  He 
would  also  refrain  saying  anything  abont 
the  vexata  queslio  of  the  Poor  Laws  ;  but 
thia  he  would  say  that  the  Government  of 
thia  country,  if  they  took  upon  themaelves 
the  government  of  Ireland,  onght  te  do 
something  more  aubstantial  than  making 
plausible  and  feeling  speeches — they  ought 
to  do  somethtngmore  substantial  for  supply- 
ing the  people  of  Ireland  with  food,  Nowthe 
right  hon.  Baronet  bad  thrown  himself  tea 
certain  extent  (if  he  might  use  the  expres- 
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sioo)  upon  the  indulKODce  of  the  Houbg  with 
regard  to  tho  difficulty  which  the  Go\ 
ment  folt  in  obtaining  and  introducing  into 
Ireland  food  for  the  people.  The  right 
hoa.  Baronet  had  told  them  that  there 
a  great  want  of  machinery  which  the  Qo- 
vcromcnt  could  use.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Limerick  had  alluded  tc 
mode  in  which  tho  Indian  wheat  had  been 
distributed  by  the  of&ccr  of  tho  Got 
mont  in  the  city  of  Cork.  Now,  without 
imputing  to  tho  Government  any  intentioo 
of  aggravating  the  distress  of  the  people  at 
the  present  moment,  ho  would,  at  tho  sani 
time,  tell  tbem  that  the  effects  of  the  aci 
of  the  Government,  with  regard  to  the  dii 
tribution  of  that  corn,  was  to  aggravate  i 
a  very  serious  degree  the  distress  of  the 
people  in  the  south  of  Ireland.  What  were 
the  facts  ? — and  one  fact  was  better  than  a 
thousand  arguments.  The  distress  in  Cork 
was  very  great ;  and  the  Gentlemen  in  that 
city  assembled  and  formed  themselves  into 
a  relief  committee,  and  elected  a  secretary. 
At  that  time  there  was  a  dopfit  in  Cork, 
containing  a  large  supply  of  Indian  meal. 
An  application  was  made  to  the  secretary 
of  the  relief  committee  in  Dublin,  stating 
the  distress  of  the  people — distress  which 
he  (Mr.  Roche)  knew,  from  big  own  know- 
ledge, was  not  exaggerated — and  calling 
upon  him  to  allow  a  distribution  of  the  In- 
dian meal  in  dep6t  at  certain  prices — in 
fact,  at  cost  price.  The  secretary,  after 
some  deliberation,  acceded  to  this  request, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  meal  was 
distributed  among  the  poor  of  Cork.  So 
far  so  good.  But  when  the  quantity  which 
they  were  allowed  to  distribute  was  ex- 
pended, they  renewed  their  application  to 
the  secretary  in  Dublin,  and  their  first  let- 
ter was  unanswered.  On  the  second  appli- 
cation they  received  the  letter  which  his 
hon.  Friend  had  read  to  the  House,  and 
which  was  written  by  the  Dublin  secretary. 
That  letter  stated  that,  inpoint  of  fact,  the 
Government  had  changed  their  minds  with 
regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  meal,  and 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  to  bo 
thrown  upon  their  own  resources.  The 
consoquenco  of  this  was,  that  an  impression 
went  abroad  that  not  only  for  the  present, 
but  for  a  long  time  afterwards,  tho  Go- 
Tcmmont  were  not  prepared  to  do  anything 
for  relieving  the  distresses  of  the  people. 
Thus,  they  created  a  very  great  discontent 
among  the  people  of  Ireland,  because  they 
in  the  first  instance  raised  their  hopes  by 
holding  out  to  them,  and  in  part  realizing 
the  cipcctatiua  that  food  woijd  be  afforded 


them,  at  reasonable  prices,  asd  afterwards 
they  turned  round  and  said  in  effect  we 
have  food  here,  but  you  shall  not  get  more 
of  it :  that  course,  as  he  had  said,  created 
a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction.  Its  effect  was 
even  worse,  for  the  speculators  in  com  in 
Liverpool,  and  other  places,  had  the  op- 
portunity of  reading  this  letter,  as  well  as 
those  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  and  they 
naturally  enough  said  to  themselves,  thu 
food  is  to  be  shut  up  for  some  moDths 
still ;  and  tbey  therefore  raised  the 
prices  of  Indian  meal.  Those  prices  were 
raised  in  consequence  of  this  letter  which 
had  been  received  from  Dublin.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  seemed  to  doubt  that  fact ; 
but  he  had  a  painful  knowledge  of  it,  he- 
cause  he  was  in  treaty  for  a  large  supply 
of  Indian  meal  for  his  own  people,  and  he 
knew  that  it  was  rated  at  a  higher  price 
than  it  was  a  fortnight  since.  It  was  im- 
possible for  any  man  to  exaggerate  with 
respect  to  the  want  of  food  in  Ireland.  la 
that  part  of  the  county  of  Cork  in  which  he 
resided,  which  usually  supplied  other  parts 
of  the  county  with  food,  hundreds  of  peo- 
ple were,  to  his  own  knowledge,  oblig«l  to 
consume  tho  potatoes  which  they  intended 
for  seed  ;  and  that  consideration  alone 
ought  to  be  sufiicient  to  induce  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  a  large  supply  of  Indian  com 
into  tho  markets.  The  impression  which 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  left 
on  his  mind  was — but  ho  hoped  he  misun- 
derstood him — that  the  supply  which  tho 
Government  had  in  the  country  was  tri- 
fling. With  respect  to  his  own  part  of  tho 
country,  he  had  great  pleasure  in  being 
able  to  say,  in  answer  to  the  speech  of  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  landlords 
there,  always  excepting  the  absentees,  were 
doing  what  lay  in  their  power.  He  was 
iiimself  at  that  moment — -ho  did  not  say  it 
in  order  to  obtain  any  credit  for  it — giving 

iployment  to  about  four  hundred  persons, 
whose  wages  he  paid  weekly;  but  there  was 
the  greatest  possible  diificidty  in  obtaining 
food.  When  he  had  performed  his  duty 
by  voting  against  the  first  reading  of  the 
present  measure  next  week,  if  so  early,  he 
would  proceed  to  Liverpool,  to  lay  in  a 
stock  of  food  for  his  own  people.  He  ad- 
vised tho  relief  committees  in  Cork  to  put 
I  selves  in  correspondence  with  the 
brokers  in  Liverpool,  in  order  to  obtain 
snpphes  of  Indian  meal  for  the  people.  At 
present  the  price  of  potatoes  was  most  un- 
reasonable, net  less  than  3(2.  a  stono  for 
ordinary  qualities;  and  it  was  id.  and  5d. 

atone  for  the  beat.    Bat  evoa  tl 
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Eiices  were  fietitioDs,  for  there  was  abao- 
ite  difficulty  in  gettbg  the  article  at  all 
Large  dealers  haa  told  him  that  thej  were 
unable  to  get  sufficient  for  their  owa  uae, 
mueh  less  to  meet  the  demand.  He  did 
net  believe,  if  the  people  were  to  usi 
potatoes  which  were  required  for  seed,  that 
there  wonld  be  more  than  three  or  four 
weeks'  supply  in  all  Ireland.  That  was  a 
fact  which  could  scarcely  fail  to  come  home 
to.  them  with  a  sort  of  thoughtful  convic- 
tion. It  was  a  fact  which  he  stated  with 
all  solemnity,  and  as  a  landed  proprietoi 
whose  duty  and  pleasure  it  was  to  be  ac' 
quaint«d  with  the  wonts  of  the  people.  Hi 
believed  that  hundreds  and  thousands  would 
get  up  to-morrow  morning  in  Ireland  with- 
out knowing  where  to  get  a  supply  of  their 
daily  food.  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
tiierefore,  mnst  excuse  him  for  saying  that 
it  was  in  the  highest  degree  incumbent  on 
them  to  ftpplj  theraselreB  to  overcome  the 
practical  dimculUes  which  stood  in  the  way 
of  supplying  the  people  with  provisions. 
They  ought  to  cause  further  orders  to  be 
sentto  America  for  sup^es  of  Indian  meal. 
Some  department  of  the  Government,  at 
least,  ought  to  apply  itself  to  the  question 
instantly.  They  ought  not  to  wait  until 
the  eleventh  hour — until  there  were  fifteen 
or  twenty  such  sackings  as  those  they  had 
read  of  in  the  papers  of  that  morning  as 
having  occurred  at  Clonmel.  If  they  did 
remain  idle,  they  might  depend  on  it  that 
they  would  speedily  hear  of  outrages  which 
every  man  would  regret.  Fine  speechi 
from  the  Government  would  not  now  ai 
swer.  There  was  an  old  proverb,  that 
"  sweet  words  butter  no  parsnips,"  anJ 
certwnly  sweet  words  would  not  fill  emptj 
bellies.  It  was  time  now,  if  ever  it  woi 
time,  to  be  up  and  doing.  Let  the  Oovem- 
ment  act,  and  not  talk.  They  bad  taken 
upon  themselves  to  govern  Ireland,  and  it 
was  now  time  that,  before  God  and  man, 
they  should  attempt  to  govern  it,  so  oa  to 
prevent  the  horrors  of  a  national  starva- 

SiB  R.  FEEL :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  spoken  last  has,  I  am  sony  to  say, 
brought  a  melancholy  confirmation  of  the 
impressions  under  which  we  have  from  the 
first  acted  in  reference  to  Ireland.  About 
a  fortnight  since  we  had  occasion  to  defend 
ourselves  from  the  charge  that  we  had  ex- 
aggerated the  present  scarcity  in  Ireland 
— that  wo  had  used  an  admitted  scarcity 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  the  success  of  a  measure 
permanently  aficcting  the  oommercial  ui- 


terests  of  the  country.  Returns  were 
moved  for  the  price  of  potatoes  in  difiereut 
parts  of  Ireland,  from  which  the  inference 
sought  to  be  drawn  was,  that  the  scarcity 
was  confined  to  some  parts  of  the  country; 
and  that  was  the  charge  which  a  fortnight 
since  we  had  to  defend  ourselves  against. 
£ut  my  own  impression,  which  has  since 
been  unhappily  confirmed,  was,  that  as 
spring  advanced  very  severe  pressure  would 
be  felt  in  that  country;  and  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, who  has  just  returned  from  Ireland, 
now  brings  a  striking  confirmation  as  to 
that  port  with  which  he  is  connected.  We 
have  been  charged  with  contenting  our- 
selves with  mere  fine-spun  speeches  and 
soft  words;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
those  who  think  with  him,  might  do  us  the 
justice  to  reflect  that  Government  may  feel 
extreme  difficulty  in  adapting  measures 
which  may  have  a  tendency  to  aggravate 
rather  than  relieve  the  distresses  of  that 
country.  I  agree  with  him  that  if,  by  the 
interference  of  the  Government,  we  could 
rescue  the  people  of  Ireland  from  their  pre- 
sent suffermgs,  no  considerations  of  a  pe- 
cuniary nature  ought  to  prevent  our  adopt- 
ing immediate  and  decisive  measures  for 
that  purpose.  But  where  interference  is 
so  unusual,  so  contrary  to  all  sound  prin- 
ciples, let  us  take  care  that  our  interposi- 
tion, though  well  intended,  does  not  ulti- 
mately add  to  the  mischief.  I  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  utmost  precaution  is 
necessary — and  his  speech  affords  the 
strongest  evidence  of  it — lest  by  our  very 
liberality,  professing  to  support  the  people, 
we  aggravate  the  evil.  By  applying  local 
relief  under  great  pressure,  we  may  he 
la^ng  the  foundation  of  more  severe  pres- 
sure hereafter.  One  of  the  last  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  Member  was  an  entreaty, 
that  for  God's  sake  the  Qovemment  should 
send  out  to  America  for  more  Indian  corn; 

ire  are  bound  to  take  care,  that  by  so 
doing  we  do  not  interfere  with  the  natural 
'   more   effectual  supply  by   the  mcr- 

.ts.  At  a  time  when  Indian  meal  was 
unknown  in  this  country — when  by  the 
present  law  it  was  subject  to  the  duty  on 
barley — and  when  the  price  of  barley  was 
falling,  and  the  duty  therefore  rising,  upon 

own  responsibility  and  at  our  own  dis- 
cretion, without  any  soft  words  or  fine 
speeches,  we  sent  orders,  through  a  great 
mercantile  house,  for  the  purchase  of  In- 
dian com,  undertaking  to  guarantee  them 
against  loss.  Private  persons  could  not  havo 
taken  this  course,  on  account  of  the  duty; 
but  the  measure  that  might  be  justified  in 
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December,  might  be  Tery  udwIm  and  inju- 
dicions  now.  It  does  not  at  all  follow,  that 
because  Indiaa  meal  can  now  be  imported 
■t  ■  profit  by  individuals,  that  the  fiirther 
intervention  of  GoTerninent  in  the  matter 
is  expedient:  andif  it  were  known  th&t  Go- 
vernment was  in  the  market  as  a  great 
purchaser  of  Indian  corn,  the  first  effect 
wonld  be  greatly  to  enhance  the  price,  and 
the  next  to  embarrass  the  trade.     What 

frivste  merchant  would  buy  and  bring  in 
ndian  meal,  if  he  were  obUged  to  enter 
into  competition  with  Government  ?  I 
mention  that  to  convince  the  hon  Uem- 
ber  that  it  is  not  from  any  indifference 
to  Ireland,  but  from  a  sincere  and  con- 
scientious desire  to  benefit  her  to  the  nt- 
moat,  that  we  do  not  act  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  recommends.  I  am  snre  that 
be  would  not  ask  me  to  make  improper  and 
inconvenient  disclosures ;  but  in  this  dis- 
cUBsion  our  position  is  unfortunate  ;  if  we 
cannot  give  a  complete  answer,  an  infer- 
ence may  be  drawn  that  we  are  afraid  to 
state  our  case;  if  we  are  silent  and  reserved, 
we  add  to  the  difficulty ;  and  if  we  make 
disclosures,  we  do  mischief.  The  fact  is, 
that  we  have  sent  orders  abroad  to  pur- 
chase for  Ireland  not  only  Indian  com,  but 
oatmeal ;  there  is  a  duty  of  6t.  or  7t.  upon 
it,  and  that  duty  will  remain  as  long  as 
Com  Law  remains ;  but  as  wo  receive  it 
with  one  hand,  and  pay  it  with  the  other, 
amounts  to  much  the  same  thing.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  hon.  Member  is  sincerely 
desirous  to  benefit  his  neighbours,  as 
gives  employment  to  400  peasantry : 
finds  the  difficulty  of  providing  them  with 
food;  and  for  his  sake,  and  for  their  sakcs, 
and  for  the  sake  of  those  who  are  willing 
to  follow  his  honourable  ciamplo,  I  entreat 
bim  to  co-operate  with  us.  He  is  going  to 
Liverpool  at  the  close  of  next  week,  and  I 
hope,  by  helping  us  to  pass  the  Com  BiU, 
he  will  return  with  tidings  that  he  has  been 
able  to  purchase  oatmeal  on  payment  of  a 
duty  of  only  I8d.  instead  of  7f.  But  what 
is  Ue  prospect  in  Ireland  at  present  ?  Your 
potatoes  have  failed.  The  people  are  driven 
to  subsist  on  a  more  generous  and  a  more 
eipensive  food  than  they  have  been  hither- 
to accustomed  to.  The  pressure  is  no  doubt 
v«rj  severe;  but  the  almost  inevitable 
dency  of  it  must  be  to  give  the  Irish  people 
a  taste  for  a  higher  description  of  food. 
It  will  thus,  I  trust,  be  the  means  of  lay- 
ing a  foundation  for  increased  industry, 
which,  though  no  doubt  it  will  be  felt  to 
but  a  very  small  extent  at  first,  must  have 
its  KtrantAge.      If  71m  cu  prevent  the 


Irish  labourer  from  placing  his  depend&nce 
on  that  watery  food,  the  Irish  potato,  that 
will  be  doing  a  substantial  good.  But  for 
the  present  I  only  wish  to  show  the  danger 
of  the  Government  interfering  with  private 


lulation,  if  such  interference  can  pos- 
sibly be  avoided.  At  present  there  are 
great  importations  of  Indian  com  into  this 
country  by  private  individuals  since  it  was 
allowed  to  be  introduced  at  the  doty  of 
quarter.  The  ban.  Gentleman  com- 
plains of  the  Government  not  being  more 
active  in  supplying  food  to  meet  the  ex- 
. sting  scarcity.  I  can  only  say — and  I 
ipoak  from  the  deepest  conviction — th«t 
if  we  were  to  declare  we  were  ready  to 
lupport  the  Irish  people,  and  if  the  Parlia- 
ment gave  us  authority  for  doing  so,  we 
should  cause  more  mischief  by  relaxing  in- 
dividual exertion,  than  if  we  did  not  inter- 
fere at  all.  If  Parliament  gave  us  unUm- 
ited  means,  and  it  were  known  we  under- 
took the  task  of  snpplying  the  Irish  with 
food,  we  should  to  a  great  extent  lose 
the  assistance  of  the  Irish  gentry,  the 
Irish  clergy,  and  the  Irish  farmer,  all  of 
whom  would  be  bound  to  co-operate  for  the 
relief  of  the  present  distress.  I  firmly  be- 
lieve the  result  would  be  that  we  should 
all  the  horrors  of  famine  before  next 
autumn.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Government  to  support 
4,000,000  of  people.  It  is  quite  impos- 
sible. You  have  not  the  means  of  doing 
it.  But  at  the  same  time  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  advises  us  to  be  more  liberal, 
and  to  make  a  declaration  of  our  willing- 
ness to  give  more  extended  support  to  tho 
suffering  poor,  the  hon.  Qentleman  adds 
that  there  are  many  of  the  absentee  land- 
lords who  are  not  performing  that  doty  to- 
wards the  people  which  in  his  opinion  tho 
resident  landlords  are  beginning  to  effect. 
But  if  the  Government  were  to  do  what  ho 
requires  of  us,  would  not  the  absentee 
landlord  at  once  say,  "  I  thank  you  for 
relieving  me  from  the  obligation  of  assist- 
ing my  starving  countrymen?"  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  described  the  efforts  that 
are  mode  by  many  proprietors,  not  only 
resident  but  absentee  proprietors;  for  I 
think  it  unfair  to  draw  the  distinction  on 
this  occauon  that  he  makes,  because  I 
know  myself  that  there  are  many  absentee 
proprietors  who  are  coming  forward  gene- 
rously to  meet  the  eiisting  distress.  We 
must  not,  thercforo,  I  think,  draw  the  dis- 
tinction as  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  aid 
the  people ;  but  is  it  not  possihlo  that  all 
those  classes  to  whom  I  have  alluded  might 
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uy  !q  BTiclt  a  case,  "  We  may  be  ecnmter- 
■cting  the  efforts  of  this  beneTolentQoTem- 
ment,  who  have  all  theee  Commiasioners, 
Mid  Buoh  eiteneiTe  machinery  to  work  with, 
by  interfering  at  all  in  the  matter?"  And 
vonld  they  not,  in  point  of  fact,  have  a 
good  ezouBo  for  withholding  that  aid  which 
is  indispensable  on  this  occasion  ?  Cases 
Buoh  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  snppoaes  may 
oconr.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  us  to 
adopt  means  for  preventing  cases  of  indi- 
vidual misery  in  the  wilds  of  Galway,  or 
Donegal,  or  Mayo.  In  such  looalitJes  the 
people  must  look  to  Urn  local  proprietors, 
resident  and  non-resident.  It  must  be  in- 
stilled into  their  minds  that  it  is  not  on  the 
Ooremment  that  the  first  respmsibility 
rests,  but  on  those  who  derive  their  for- 
tunes from  the  soil.  It  may  be  very  well 
for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  to  us,  "  I 
hold  you  responsible  for  every  death  that 
may  occur  in  Ireland  from  the  want  of 
food."  I  tell  him  that  is  an  unwise  argu- 
ment. It  is  impossible  to  make  the  Go- 
vernment responuble  for  cases  of  individual 
distress.  That  responsibility  must  rest  on 
those  who  are  on  the  spot — on  the  proprie- 
tors, resident  and  non-resident.  If  they 
are  absentees,  the  moral  obligation  npon 
them  is  the  stronger  to  transmit  the  neces- 
saiy  assistance  to  those  who,  being  on  the 
spot,  can,  from  their  local  connexion  and 
their  personal  knowledge  of  the  cases  com- 
ing before  them,  be  Uie  best  enabled  to 
distribute  the  relief.  And  therefore,  not 
wishing  to  shrink  from  any  obligation  that 
belongs  to  the  Government,  and  believing 
that  pecuniary  reasons  alone  should  not 
weigh  with  us  in  declining  to  take  any  steps 
that  we  may  think  necessary,  still  I  cannot 
consent  to  shift  the  responsibility  from  those 
on  whom  I  believe  it  to  rest.  As  to  the 
hon.  gentleman's  statement  that  the  pres- 
sure is  abeody  so  severe  as  to  oblige  the 
people  to  use  as  food  the  potatoes  that 
ought  to  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  seed, 
I  am  disposed  to  concur  with  him  in  that 
view,  for  the  pressure  of  immediate  hunger 
will  be  always  a  temptation  too  strong  to  be 
resisted,  no  matter  what  the  consequences 
may  be;  but  does  not  the  hon.  Gentleman 
see  in  that  argument  a  sufficient  vindica- 
tion for  the  course  which  the  Government 
has  taken  in  asking  for  a  permanent  set- 
tlement of  the  Com  Law  question.  I  be- 
lieve the  same  stato  of  things  is  likely  to 
occur  next  year;  that  we  may  have  scar- 
city agun  to  provide  agmnst,  and  that 
years  may  elapse  before  the  food  of  the 
people  is  placed  upon  a  secure  footing;  but 


if  these  anticipations  be  well  founded,  what 
would  be  our  condition  in  July  next,  if  we 
had  to  decide  whether  a  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  the  Com  Law  should  continue  or 
not?  Suppose  that  the  season  next  July 
should  be  similar  to  the  last,  and  that  fears 
of  a  second  bad  season  wera  justified.  I 
should  like  to  know,  then,  if  the  state  of 
Ireland  next  November  and  December  wero 
expected  to  be  something  like  that  of  laat 
year,  what  would  be  the  condition  of  this 
House  when  asked  to  decide  whether  tfao 
suspension  of  the  Com  Law  expire  in  An< 
gust,  or  should  continue  througa  the  next 
winter.  We  felt  this  difficulty  when  con- 
sidering the  course  which,  as  Uembers  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  we  ought  to 
take.  We  felt  that  the  pressure  of  hunger 
might  induce  the  pet^le  to  apply  to  the 
purposes  of  food  the  potatoes  that  were  re- 
quired for  seed;  and  we  were  thus  induced 
to  decide  that  tiie  temporary  suspension  of 
the  law  would  not  be  enough,  but  that  it 
was  our  bounden  duty  to  submit  our  propo- 
sition to  the  Legislature.  This,  then,  is 
my  answer  to  the  hon.  Gentlemafl,  who  has 
clurged  us  with  dealing  ungenerously  in 
introducing  the  subject  of  com  in  connec- 
tion with  the  distress,  for  placing  the  Com 
Law  on  another  footing.  [Hr.  S.  CBkibh: 
I  said  coercion.]  Let  us  discuss  the  Corn 
Law  and  the  Coercion  Bill  each  at  its  pro- 
time.  Whatever  differences  there  may 
the  Com  Bill  or  the  Coercion  Bill, 
the  subject  of  Irish  distress  we  are  all 
agreed.  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  may 
not  have  taken  the  best  measures  for  its 
relief;  bnt  I  can  state  that  we  havo  pain- 
fully considered  the  subject,  and  that  wo 
have  spared  no  labour,  by  day  or  by  night. 
It  may  be  that  the  measures  which  we 
have  ^ken  may  not  be  effectual  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  that  distress;  but  I  can 
assure  hon.  Gentlemen  that  indifference  to 
the  state  of  the  Irish  people  cannot  bo 
fairly  laid  to  our  charge — -that  it  is  not 
from  any  fear  of  incurring  the  expense  that 
has  deterred  us  from  gning  further,  and 
from  taking  oU  the  measures  he  thinks  we 
might  adopt;  but  it  is  a  fear  of  too  great  an 
intervention  with  the  ordinary  course  of 
commerce,  and  of  thus  ultimately  aggra- 
vating the  evil  which  we  meant  to  remove. 
It  is  this  consideration  alone  which  has 
prevented  us  from  adopting  those  measures 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  might 
have  been  more  decisive  and  effectual. 

Mr.  E.  B.  ROCHE  had  not  called  on 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  support  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  or  to  give  them  eleemosy* 
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nary  relief;  but  what  he  sud  was,  tbej 
bad  come  forward  in  the  capacity  of  food 
providers:  they  had  taken  the  step  which 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  now  deprecated,  and 
he  wished  that  they  should  uot  now  atop 
half  way,  but  that  they  should  give  tbo 
landlords  of  Ireland  an  assurance  that  in 
Liverpool,  or  elsewhere,  they  would  have 
a  certainty  of  procuring  a  supply  of  food 
for  the  people. 

Sir  R.  peel  aaid,  that  was  just  what 
the  Government  wanted  in  passing  the 
Com  Bill — namely,  to  have  foreign  wheat 
admitted  at  4(.  duty,  and  oats  and  barley 
at  1*.  Gd.  duty. 

Mb.  CALEB  POWELL  wished  to  know 
from  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  if  sucb  was 
tbe  object  of  the  Government,  why  be 
pressed  a  Coercion  Bill  on  tbe  attention  of 
tbe  House  instead  of  the  Com  Bill  ? 

Sib  W.  SOMBRVILLE  said,  be  was 
eiceedingly  glad  to  hear  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  that  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  augment  the  sum  of  money 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  tbe  Board  of 
Works.  In  counties  it  was  possible  to  pro- 
ceed witb  tbe  construction  of  roads  and 


represent  (Drogbeda),  they  had  no  means  of 
employing  tbe  people,  except  by  the  im- 
provement of  their  harbours;  and  he  trust- 
ed, therefore,  that  the  Government  would 
take  means  to  have  tbe  Report  of  the 
Harbour  Commissioners  laid  on  the  Table 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  jn  order 
that  its  suggestions  might  be  carried  into 

Mb.  W.  COLLBTT  said,  that  he  wish- 
ed  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  the  Railway  Acts  passed  for  Ireland  in 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament.  The  Cork 
and  Csshill  Rwlway,  the  Wnterford  and 
Limerick  Railway,  and  the  Dundalk  and 
EnniskiUon  Railway  Bills,  were  among  those 
to  which  be  alluded;  and  what  be  wished 
to  know  was,  whether  money  might  not  be 
advanced,  by  way  of  loan,  under  certain 
restrictions,  to  these  works,  in  order  that 
the  people  might  be  at  once  employed  upon 
them  ?  He  £d  not  allude  to  tne  Railway 
Bills  of  this  Session;  but  with  respect  to 
the  others,  be  thought  arrangements  might 
be  made  by  which  the  works  could  be  com- 
menced at  once.  Though  he  could  not 
boBBt  of  being  a  resident  Irish  landlord,  he 
hod  given  employment  for  the  last  niue 
years  to  500  labourers,  and  within  eight 
years  had  eipondcd  90,0002.  in  Ireland; 
and  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Cork  could  bear 


bim  out  when  be  alluded  to  the  eObrtt 
which  be  had  made  to  procure  employineDt 
for  tbe  people.  His  tenants  in  that  coun- 
try were  earning  good  wages,  and  were 
under  no  necessity  of  applying  to  the  woik- 
bouse  for  relief,  and  he  was  glad  of  it. 

Mr.  O'CONNELL:  I  wiU  not  detain 
the  House  three  minutes,  nor  would  I  take 
the  liberty  of  addressing  it  at  oU  on  the 
present  occasion  were  it  not  for  what  bu 
fallen  respecting  me  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  bas 
stated  accurately  tbe  difference  of  opinion 
existing  between  my  hon.  Friend  near  me 
(Mr.  Smith  O'Brien)  and  myself  on  the 
subject  of  outdoor  relief.  I  beliere  ^t 
in  die  social  state  in  which  Ireland  exist*, 
the  Poor  Law  is  not  a  remedy  for  anjtbing 
like  the  quantity  of  destitution  found  in 
the  country.  I  can  see  no  reason  for  al- 
tering the  opinion  which  I  have  so  often 
expressed  on  this  subject  from  the  practical 
working  of  the  existing  Poor  Law.  As  it 
is  at  present  administered  there  ore  only 
37,000  persona  to  whom  relief  ia  af- 
forded, though  according  to  the  Report 
of  your  Commissioners  there  are  two  mil- 
lions three  hundred  and  odd  thouaand  per- 
sons in  a  state  of  destitution  in  Ireland. 
These  37,000  persons  have  certunly  re- 
ceived workhouse  relief;  but  then  it  has 
been  at  a  cost  of  90,000f.  a  year  for  tbe 
establishment  alone.  I  only  ^ude  to  that 
fact  to  show  bow  inadequate  a  mode  of  re- 
lief the  present  Poor  Law  has  proved  for 
tbe  existing  distress  of  Ireland.  I  do  think 
tbat  nothing  could  be  more  ruinous  to  tbe 
landlords  of  Ireland  than  the  introduction 
of  a  system  of  outdoor  relief.  I  believe 
such  a  system  would  amount  to  actual  con- 
fiscation of  property;  but  yet,  if  tbe  right 
hon.  Baronet  thinks  tbat  tbe  distress  in  Ire- 
land is  so  great  tbat  outdoor  relief  is  ne- 
cessary to  meet  tbe  case,  I  would  consent 
to  sacrifice  my  own  opinion,  and  to  support 
him  in  passing  a  measure  for  that  purpose. 
One  word  more.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
has  alluded  to  the  failure  of  the  Drunage 
Act  in  Ireland.  But  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net should  not  discourage  a  system  so  ne- 
cessary, but  at  the  same  time  so  difficult. 
He  should  recollect  tbat  the  f^lure  did  not 
arise  from  the  plans  of  the  Government, 
but  from  natural  causes.  1  will  allude  to 
but  one  matter  further.  Tbe  Government 
hag  done  a  great  deal  to  meet  tbe  ^stress. 
They  have  shown  tbe  best  disposition  to 
relieve  the  people.  Many  wiU  differ  from 
you  as  to  the  plana  which  you  have  adopted. 
I  think  you  have  vindicated  yourselves  t»* 
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nigLt;  bnt  yoa  should  recollect  tKat  you 
lutTc  not  done  enougli  lu  yet,  eveu  with 
regard  to  the  past.  Recollect  that  you  are 
oiuy  at  the  commencement  of  the  diBtresa; 
that  the  vorat  period  is  before  you;  that 
the  distdrbanoos  which  unfortunately  have 
commenced  may  become  universal ;  and  that 
joD  have  a  fruitful  period  for  exertion  bo- 
fitre  yon  require  au  energy  beyond  the 
law.  In  takmg  up  the  Coercion  Bill  you 
mar,  pro  tanto,  appoint  a  CommisBioner 
iriu  power  to  make  a  rate  on  the  resident 
and  absentee  landholders  tliroughout  the 
kingdom,  according  as  an  estimate  may  be 
fwmed  of  the  number  of  people  to  whom 
they  give  work,  ^d  labour,  or  wages.  At 
the  same  time,  let  me  add,  that  1  should 
be  sorry  anything  like  despondency  should 
go  forth  from  the  Government.  Nothing 
could  hare  a  woroe  effect  iu  causing  out- 
k^ak  than  any  appearance  of  despondency 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  I  do  be- 
lieve that  by  energy  you  can  yet  meet  the 
difficulty;  but  the  greatest  energy  is  re- 
quired for  the  purpose,  and  without  that 
yon  can  do  aothmg. 

CoLOSEl.  VERNER  said,  that  in  bis 
part  of  the  coimtry,  after  having  made 
every  possible  inquiry,  he  found  the  produce 
of  the  last  harvest  so  fair,  that  there  was 
at  teaat  an  average  crop  for  consumption. 
The  tenantry  unanimously  stated  that  since 
the  war  they  did  not  recollect  to  good  a 
■eason  for  paying  rents;  and  that  at  pre- 
sent there  was  a  great  quantity  of  grain  in 
the  country. 

Mr.  W.  smith  O'BRIEN  wished  to 
■ay  a  word  or  two  in  explanation.  The 
right  hon.Baroaet  opposite  said,'m  opposing 
the  Coercion  Bill  the  Irish  Members  were 
responsible  for  delaying  the  progress  of 
those  measures  which  were  intended  to 
relieve  the  distressed  people  of  Ireland. 
The  Irish  Members  did  not  deserve  that 
imputation.  With  regard  to  compelling 
the  resident  landlords  of  Ireland  to  assist 
the  Govomment  iu  remedial  measures,  ho 
(Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brien)  begged  to  say,  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  proposed  a  gene- 
ral tax  upon  property  with  that  object,  he 
for  one  would  cordially  support  him. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNELL  would  rood 
a  statement  to  the  House  which  he 
just  received,  relating  to  a  point  not  yet 
touched  upon  in  the  present  diacuasion,  al- 
though it  bore  a  most  important  relation  to 
it.      The  statement  waa  aa  follows  : — 

"  Sir  Robert  P«cl  it  reported  to  bare  t 
that  tin  CoTenunent  embarked  100,000/.  i 
purchase  of  IntUan  com,  t«  b«  told  in  Jrelutd  at 
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price.  Commiuarj'  General  Ilewitun  bai 
declarud  Buch  coat  price  to  be  1  J.  per  lb.  Ttiii 
enables  ua  to  eitiniate  the  qunotit;  imported  bj  ' 
GDvern men t  at  24,000,000  1  be,  weight  of  meal;iar 
for  each  of  the  4.000,000  of  perrons  fiir 
calculated  food,  other  than  their  uaual 
diet  of  potatoes,  must  be  found  this  sexoD.  la; 
fur  throe  moatlu.  The  present  price  of  Indian 
com  in  London  and  Liverpool,  addioe  coat  of 
freight  to  Ireland,  and  expeoM  of  muiubcture.  ii 
30  per  cent  higher  than  the  commissary  geuersl 

"  irk  proposes  to  tell  nt.  As  far  as  the  Govem- 
Tiews  are  known,  oU  the  Indian  com  is  to 
iported  into  Cork,  and  all  to  be  ground  there. 
The;  haTe  engaged  as  yet  eleven  millls  for  grind- 
ing in  and  near  Cork,  which  are  capable  of  work- 
ing about  4,000  barrels  of  20  itone  at  most  in  the 
week.  Several  lots  of  it  have  been  sent  from  Cork 
to  GalwBj  and  other  places.  A  small  quantity 
WAS  delivered  to  a  relief  committee  in  Cork,  and 
most  anxiously  bought  up  b;  the  people  at  the 
price  fixed.  Mr.  Dan  Meagher  told  me  this  day 
(April  4)  that  he  had  letCen  from  Cork  stating 
Chat  tho  commissary  general  had  declared  he  could 
not  furnish  any  further  supplies  for  Cork,  as  it 
was  resolred  to  bold  it  over  (or  poorer  districts. 
As  regards  this  deelaration,  if  it  was  mode,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  there  are  many  most  porerty- 
Mricken  districts  in  the  county  of  Cork.  The 
stock  of  Indian  com  still  in  bond  in  England  ii 
very  low,  not  exceeding  49,000  quartera.  Manf 
weU-infbrmed  persons  are  beginnuig  to  fear  that 
the  mill  power  of  the  oonntry  will  not  be  aoSilient 
to  meet  the  emergency.  They  argae  that  tbe 
mills  of  Ireland  were  nearly  at  frill  work  when  her 
labourers  all  lived  upon  potatoes,  and  that  the 
increased  consumption  will  be  at  the  highest  when 
the  water  power  is  at  the  lowest.  Talung  Indian 
com  as  the  standard,  it  would  require  ll,38fi  bar- 
rels of  SO  stone  each  to  give  4,000,000  of  people 
one  pound  of  meal  each,  say,  for  round  nomben, 
100,000  barrels  a  week.  I  send  herewith  a  sche- 
dule of  the  mill  power  of  the  county  of  Cork, 
which  I  am  sure  I  am  under  tbe  mark  in  stating 
at  one-sixth  of  the  power  of  Ireland.  The  mill 
power  of  Cork,  county  and  city,  may  be  taken  at 
12,930  barrels  per  week  ;  the  distillery  at  3,900, 
The  increased  consumption  in  Ireland  will  be  1^ 
least  six  times  that  quantity." 
He  would  not  trouble  the  House  by  read- 
ing the  schedule  referred  to,  which  waa 
merely  a  list  of  the  ditfercnt  mills,  with  a 
statement  of  their  weekly  power  in  barrels. 
The  document  then  proceeded: — 

"  In  addition  to  the  flour  and  oatmeal  mills 
detailed,  there  are  four  powerful  steam  mills  in 
Cork,  capable  of  working  2,000  barrels  at  lenet 
weekly,  mailing  the  total  12,930.  The  distillery 
power  is  at  least  3,000.  Tbii  power  includes 
grinding  and  dressing.  Indian  com  require*  no 
dressing,  therefore  the  same  power  would  prepare 
a  much  greater  quantity  of  huioBn  food  from  it, 
or  barley,  which  requires  but  very  Irttle,  than 
from  wheat  or  oats.  Stopping  distillation  now 
would  throw  a  large  quantity  of  barley  into  the 
market  fbr  food,  and  oonsiderably  increase  the 
available  mill  power.  There  is  now  no  risk  of 
'■  '  only  bo  managed 


He  did  not  pledge  himself  to  the  accuracy 
of  tbe  statements  contained  in  this  commu- 
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nication ;  but  the  writer  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  misery  and  distress  of  Ireland; 
and  tie  wished  his  views  to  be  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Uoose.  The  suggestion  for 
the  stoppage  of  distillation  appeared  to 
him  to  t)C!  worthy  of  attention.  He  would 
add  but  one  or  two  words  upon  the  general 
subject.  It  woa  evidently  one  of  extreme 
difficulty.  Allowances  must  be  made  on 
both  sides.  Allowances  must  be  made  for 
the  difficulty  the  Goremment  were  in,  and 
be  gave  them  the  utmost  credit  for  their 
aniicty  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  meet 
the  emergency.  lie  differed,  however, 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
who  deprecated  the  present  discussion. 
He  thought  discussion  would  be  useful,  for 
it  would  show  to  the  people  in  many  dis- 
tricts of  Ireland  that  tnotr  wants  and  neces- 
sities were  under  the  anxious  eonsideration 
of  the  Government — that  the  House  was 
not  inattentive  to  them — and  that,  if  no- 
thing definitive  bad  been  announced,  it  was, 
as  had  already  been  stated,  because  any 
definitive  statement  of  the  measures  taken 
to  furnish  relief  might  impede  their  suc- 
cessful operation.  He  was  sorry,  however, 
to  hear  what  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
■aid  as  to  giring  the  people  of  Ireland 
taste  for  better  food,  by  furnishing  them 
with  some  for  the  moment.  The  only 
mode  of  giving  them  a  taste  for  adopting 
the  uso  of  better  food,  was  to  g^ve  them 
the  moans  of  obtaining  it.  If  they  bad 
the  means  of  obtaining  better  food,  it  was 
natural  to  eipect  tlicy  would  adopt  the  use 
of  it ;  but  if  a  great  portion  of  their  eam- 
IDgs  were  necessarily  spent  in  clothing, 
rent,  and  other  demands  consequent  upon 
the  maintenance  of  a  family,  they  were 
driven  to  the  use  of  a  poorer  description  of 
food.  Bat  if  you  gave  them  more  means 
of  purchasing  better  food,  they  would, 
foUowing  tbe  bent  of  human  nature,  adopt 
the  use  of  it.  Ue  would  sit  down  after 
ofTering  one  remark  upon  what  had  been 
said  relative  to  the  necessity  for  Irish  land- 
lords to  assist  the  Government  in  their 
efforts  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  people. 
It  had  been  said,  this  was  their  first  duty, 
ftnd  that  they  had  the  best  means  of  dis- 
charging it  from  their  local  knowledge  of 
the  wants,  wishes,  and  habits  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.  Let  the  House  see  how  pow- 
erfully this  argument  bore  upon  tbe  sug- 
gestion of  his  hoD.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Limerick,  tliat  Ireland  should  have  a  local 
Parliament. 
Ms.  FITZQBRALD  called  «tt«iitioii  to 


the  disturbances  reported  in  the  towns  of 
Tipperary   and    Clonmel,    by  the   people 
being  in  a  state  of  starvation :  and  he  asked 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  whether,  when   the 
want  of  food  was  absolutely  known  to  exist, 
the  agents  of  Government  were  not  bound 
to  send  it  from  the  ports  of  import  into 
the  interior.     He  wished  to  know  whether 
those  agents  had  attended  to  their  instruc- 
tions, for   if  the  food  had  been  sent,  it 
might   have   prevented  the  people    from 
having  recourse  to  breaking  open  bakers' 
shops  and  committing  other  outrages  to 
obtain  it.     The  people  of  Tipperary  and 
Clonmel    were     orderly,    peaceable,    and 
quiet :  they  were  not  disposed  to  violence ; 
but  he  appealed  to  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  whether,  in  the  existing  state  of 
distress,  the  enactment  of  a  Coercion  Bill 
was  not  more  likely  to  increase  than  to 
prevent  tbe  evils  of  which  they  complained. 
Order  of  the  day  reod. 
Mk.  JOHN  O'BRIEN:  In  rising  to  ad- 
dress the  House  on  this  odjonmed  debate, 
I  have  to  express  my  regret  that  the  pro- 
longed  but   unavoidable   discussion   whicb 
has  arisen  should  have  interfered  with  the 
progress  of  those  great  measures  of  com- 
mercial legislation  introduced  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  the  speedy  adjudica- 
tion of  which  I  hold  to  be  not  more  essen- 
tial to  the  trading  and  agricultural  interests 
of  the  Empire,  than  to  the  mitigation  of  that 
destitution  in   Ireland,  now  no  longer  a 
matter  of  speculation,  but  of  awAd,  immi- 
nent, and  unquestionable  certainty.     And 
I  have  equally  to  regret  my  absence  on  a 
recent  occasion,  when  tbe  right  hon.  Baro- 
net at  the  head  of  the  Govcnunent  referred 
to  tbe  Members  for  Limerick  and  Clare,  as 
I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  given 
my  strongest  testimony  and  support  of  the 
uneiagj^eraied  character  of  his  statements. 
I  should  have  done  so,  not  alone  on  my  own 
knowledge,  but  on  the  unsnspceted,  I  may 
say  official  authority  of  documents  I  hold 
in  my  hand — one  the  letter  of  the  present 
high  sheriff  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  once  a 
Member  of  this  House — the  other  the  ad- 
dress of  the  relief  committee  of  the  city, 
and  bearing  the  signatures  of  the  mayor, 
the  Protestant  dean  of  tbe  diocese,  and  the 
late  chairman  of  the  Poor  Law  guardians  t 
and,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  I 
shall  read  tIiDs«  brief  but  emphatic  state- 
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.  .  From  tbe  fermcDt  ciiiting  bers 
joit  now  cHued  b^  tbe  want  of  food  and  DoD-em- 
plojment,  we  know  not  the  momeiit  ui  onlbrcak 

of  the  ;co^  ntf  tak«  {dace,  wUdi  lendm  an 
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iDunediiite  pnctieal  nlief,  in  both 
of  tho  moat  urgant  neueeaitj 
are  obliged  to  be  kept  in  momcntar}'  rcadinesB  . 
■nd  painful  and  Uinentablo  irould  be  tbe  oonae- 
qneDoei  of  itt  emplajmant,  to  be  obTiated  onl;  by 
initaat  nlief,  a  state  tbe  more  to  ba  deplorad 
when  the  exempUrr  patience  of  the  people  hitherto 
muat  be  acknowledged.  A  deputation  haa  gone  to 
Dublin  to  imprcas  on  tbe  Irish  Executive  this 
Mate  of  things,  of  which  I  was  to  bare  been  one, 
bnt  was  preTsnted  bj  indispositioa ;  any  use,  whe- 
ther in  or  out  of  ParLiament,  you  maf  deem  it  ad' 
Tisable  to  make  of  the  representation  I  hare  just 
given  of  our  local  condition,  ;ou  are  quite  at  liberty 
to  adopt,  aa  in  BO  painAil  and  fbrmidable  a  position 
ererf  item  of  Inibrmatioa  ia  aseAil ;  to  apprehen- 
aiie,  too,  are  Ote  anUurltiei  here  of  popntar  dis- 
turbance and  attack  on  the  com  stores,  that  dis- 
trict and  militarf  support  has  been  communicated 
to  me.  (Signed) 

"  WiLum  Rock, 
"  Ei^  Sheriff,  Cltf  of  Limerick. 
"  To  John  O'Brien,  Esq.,  M.F," 

"  Belief  CoDuaitt«e  Eoonu,  Limerick. 
"  Sir — We  have  been  requested  by  the  Relief 
Committee  of  Limerick  to  applj  to  70U  In  behalf 
of  the  luBMng  jpopnUtion  of  this  oitj  and  district. 
You  are  probahfjr  aware  of  the  sad  tisitattod  with 
which  ProTidenoe  ha*  been  pleased  to  afflict  this 
country.  Its  staple  food  is  now  almoat  expended, 
and  connected  with  this  calamity  there  is  greatest 
want  of  employment.  Worka  of  various  kinds 
hare  baan  devised  and  commenoed  to  meet  this 
trying  emergency.  The  Qoverninent  has  called 
upon  all  elaasea  of  the  community  to  exert  tliem~ 
aelTOB  to  the  utmost,  and  the  Committee  feel  as- 
sured that  yon  will,  according  to  your  property 
and  ability,  second  their  exertions.  Yoar  sahaorip- 
tion  will  be  reoeired  by  any  of  tha  banks,  or  any 
nttmberofthe  Committee. 
(Signed) 

"  J.  F.  Rtim,  Mayor. 
"  W.  Hiootxi,  D^n. 

"  WU.  Ms  BULL. 

is  neoMsary  to  observe  that  Oovem- 
locally  lubtcril 
Perbaps  I  hare  been  ceiuttrable  in  not 
haTiDg  heretofore  Bubmitted  to  this  House 
^ocnmeDta  bo  stroDglj  illnttrBtiTe  of  the 
wants  and  neceaaities  of  the  citj  which  I 
repreaent,  and  which  are  nnfortunately 
common  throughont  the  sonth-west  of  Ire- 
land. With  sach  facts  before  us,  can  it 
he  necessary  to  vindicate  the  wise,  humane, 
uid  provident  meaanres  of  reUef  introduced 
bj  Her  Uajestj's  GoTernment?  And  per- 
mit me  here  to  suggest  bow  orerbearing 
must  be  the  sense  of  dutj  which  compels  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  Members  from 
Irelaiid  to  resist  eren  in  its  present  stage 
the  Bill  before  the  House,  accompanied  as 
that  reustanee  inevitablj  is  bj  the  post- 
ponement of  measures  which  the  exigencies 
of  their  country  so  urgently  require.  Bnt 
in  BO  doing  we  act  not  alone  on  the  augges- 
ttons  (tf  onr  owa  ^(mtaneoui  judgment, 


but  equally  in  accordance  with  the  nnirer- 
bbI  sentiment  of  a  people  who  will  not  con- 
sent to  purchase  an  exemption  from  physi- 
cal suffering,  almost  without  a  parallel,  by 
a  surrender  of  their  political  pnTileges,  or 
by  a  seeming  acquiescence  m  the  penal, 
unconBtitutional,  and  comparatively  in<^e- 
rative  provisions  of  tbe  Bill  now  before 
the  House,  Sir,  I  rise  to  oppose  even 
the  first  reading  of  that  BiUi  and  as 
a  cose  of  habitual  and  impnniehod  crime 
has  been  very  clearly  demonstrated  by 
the  right  hen.  Baronet,  I  feel  my- 
self called  on  to  state  the  reasons  which 
have  detenuined  my  opposition  to  a  mea- 
sure professedly  intended  to  arrest  the  pe^ 
petration  of  crime,  and  to  achieve  those  ob> 
jects  which  it  must  be  avowed  is  tbe  para- 


mount end  of  all  government  to  accomplish, 
namely,  the  security  of  property  and  the 
protection  of  life.     Did  I  believe  that  the 


measure  before  the  House  was  the  best  or 
only  means  to  accomplish  these  important 
ends,  noconuderationof  any  temporary  nn- 
pularity  which  may  arise  from  its  advocacy 
should  deter  me  from  assuming  that  fair 
Bhare  of  responsibility  which  attaches  to 
its  support.  For  I  hold  that  such  a  mo- 
tive of  reustance  would  he  a  disreputable 
abandonment  of  my  duties  aa  a  Member 
of  this  House,  not  to  be  even  extenuated 
by  the  knowledge  that  my  diahonest  re- 
treat from  a  common  responsibility  could 
not  arrest  the  legislative  maturity  of  a 
measure  which  the  interests  of  the  oonntry 
and  its  existing  condition  required.  Let 
me  ask  what  is  that  condition  ?  It  haa 
been  powerftdly,  amply,  and  irresistihlj 
demonstrated  by  a  catalogue  of  crime 
do^ly  degrading  to  the  national  charac- 
ter i  and  what  aggravates  the  reflection  ia, 
that  that  condition  is  but  a  repetition  of 
the  past,  and  that  those  measures  of  penal 
legidation  now  proposed  are  but  a  repeti- 
tion of  those  former  abortive  remedies, 
whose  permanent  inutility  a  long  and  pain- 
ful experience  has  abundantly  demonstrat* 
ed.  What  is  the  condition  of  Ireland  after 
centuries  of  international  connexion  ;  after 
half  a  century  of  Imperial  legislation  ? 
Are  we  not  in  the  position  and  threatened 
by  the  penalties  of  a  recently  subjugated 
people  i  1  ask  if  there  be  any  other  coun- 
try which,  after  centuries  of  established 
rule,  exhibits  a  spectacle  eveij  way  so  re- 
volting as  that  put  forward  by  Her  Majes- 
ty's Qovemment  as  the  cause  and  vindica- 
tion of  tbe  measure  now  before  the  House? 
Bir,  it  is  unpossible  to  trace  this  condition 
of  thiogs  t«  any  oilier  catue  than  to  th« 
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charitct«r  of  tW  policy  which  hu  ruled. 
I  arn  not  awaro  of  any  peculiarity  id  the 
dispoBitiong  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  nor 
of  any  physical  imperfections  in  the  coun- 
try to  which  we  belong,  which  can  ade- 
quately explain  it.  Would  it  not  then  bo 
well  to  inquiry  why  it  is  that  a  conneiion 
between  countries  naturally  associated, 
should  hare  been  so  disastrous  to  us,  so 
little  profitable  to  you  ?  Would  it  not  be 
right,  in  place  of  adopting  temporary  ex- 
pedients for  the  punishment  or  suppression 
of  crime,  at  once  to  investigate  and  remove 
the  causes  which  have  generated  the  ten- 
dency to  it  ?  These  causes  ore  the  phyu- 
cal  necessities  of  the  people  and  the  politi- 
cal discontent  of  the  country,  both,  mutu- 
ally and  by  natural  effect,  acting  on  and 
exasperating  the  other.  It  is  impossible 
to  deny  that  the  people  of  Ireland  regard 
your  laws  with  alienation — they  feel  that 
the  spirit  of  a  post  past  ascendancy  still 
survives;  that  the  principle  of  your  Govern- 
ment is  anti-Catholic  in  its  character,  is 
anti-Irish  in  its  tendencies;  and  that  not- 
withstanding the  Emancipation  Act  of 
1829,  they  are  still  practically  excluded 
from  the  patronage  of  the  Government, 
JVom  the  confidence  of  the  Crown,  and 
labonr  under  the  double  penalty  of  a  no- 
tional subjection  and  of  a  sectarian  ascen- 
dancy. The  Irish  people  find  themselves 
represented  in  an  Imperial  Parliament  by 
a.  stinted  and  inadequate  representation; 
and  as  a  Catholic  people  they  complain 
of  the  intolerable  yoke  of  an  alien  and  a 
nnecure  Church.  lour  magistracy  is  anti- 
Catholic  ;  your  judicial  bench  is  equally 
to  i  and  all  your  official  appointments  are 
of  a  kindred  character  ;  or  if  some  solitary 
Cadiolic  be  distinguished  by  your  favour, 
be  purchases  the  distinction  by  a  severance 
from  his  natural  connexions,  by  an  abne- 
gation of  his  natural  principles.  Ho  for- 
^its  character,  and  you  gain  no  strength. 
Again,  look  to  the  social  condition  of  the 
people  :  it  is  one  of  unparalleled  suffer- 
ing and  degradation,  emancipating  them 
from  all  disposition,  and,  as  they  not 
unnaturaUj  conceive,  from  all  obligation, 
to  the  maintenance  of  laws  which  nei- 
ther give  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of 
property,  nor  secure  the  common  necessa- 
ries of  life.  That  such  a  condition  of 
diings  is  an  incentive  to  crime,  requires  but 
little  reasoning  to  enforce,  and  is  practi- 
cally demonstrated  by  the  class  and  de- 
acription  of  persons  on  whom  the  penalties 
of  the  law  ultimately  fall.  They  are  not 
the  comfortable  farmer,  nor  tlifi  extetuire 


landholder — thoy  seldom  are  found  among 
the  occupiers  of  five  acres — they  ^are  gene- 
rally composed  of  a  class  destitute,  igno- 
rant, and  impoverished,  who  owe  no  debt 
to  the  institutions  of  their  country,  and 
who  have  no  hope  in  the  possible  ameliora- 
tion of  their  condition.  I  would  rescue 
this  class  from  the  temptations  to  crime  by 
improving  their  social  condition,  by  elevat- 
ing their  moral  cb&racter,  and  by  augment- 
ing their  material  comforts — in  a  word,  by 
making  it  their  interest  to  obey  the  laws 
and  uphold  the  institutions  of  their  coun- 
try. If  1  am  asked  how  this  is  to  he 
achieved,  I  refer  to  the  various  Commit- 
tees which,  in  voluminous  evidence  for  the 
lost  twenty  years,  encumber  the  records  of 
yonr  Uou8& — a  pregnant  proof  of  unavail- 
ing inquiry  and  of  abortive  legislation. 
Shall  I  refer  to  an  unemployed  population 
in  the  midst  of  improvable  wastes,  to  the 
imperfect  relations  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  to  a  defective  Poor  Law,  which, 
when  well  constituted,  affords  the  best  se- 
curity for  social  and  political  tranquillity, 
and  compels  the  more  opulent,  by  the 
urgent  sense  of  self-interest,  to  provide  for 
the  wants  and  welfare  of  the  humbler 
classes  of  the  country  ?  Shall  I  refer  to 
an  absentee  proprietary,  to  a  non-reudent 
gentry,  to  the  want  of  that  smaller  landed 
proprietary,  so  calculated  to  extend  the 
bases  and  augment  the  security  of  socid 
institutions  ?  Nor  in  this  catalogue  should 
we  omit  that  fertile  source  of  agrarian  out- 
rage, the  absence  of  all  accessible  or  do- 
mestic tribunals  to  arrange  the  social 
differences  of  the  people,  whether  con< 
nected  irith  the  tenure  of  land  or  the 
general  rights  of  property.  These  are 
die  measures  preventive  of  crime — per- 
manent in  their  character,  salutary  in  their 
influence,  beneficent  in  their  operation — 
which  I  would  compel  or  persuade  the  Qo- 
vermnent  to  adopt  coincidentiy  with  those 
penal  or  remedial  laws  now  proposed  to  the 
adoption  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  have  said 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  redresa 
the  political  wrongs  of  the  country;  and 
admitting  the  doctrine  that  political  agita- 
tion contributes  to  social  distraction,  and 
to  agrarian  outrage,  I  feel  that  an  increas- 
ed obligation  thereby  devolves  upon  them 
to  tronquillice  the  countiy,  by  the  conces- 
sion of  those  meoBiires  wluch  alone  can  sa- 
tisfy tiie  ri^ts  and  necessities  of  Ireland. 
I  am  not  unwilling  to  admit  that  political 
agitation  predisposes  the  popular  mind  to 
that  habitual  discontent  which  traveb  be- 
yond the  jiuti£»bl0  limits,  and  tends  t« 
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degoneratc  into  a  struggle  for  private  and 
unwarranted  ends;  and  it  is  imposBibleiu  a 
great  national  morement,  euch  aa  bas  been 
for  tlie  last  half  centaiy  in  action  in  Ire- 
land, strictlv  to  observe  those  necessary 
and  guarded  limits  in  appeals  to  that  popu- 
lar feeling  by  whose  organization  and  im- 
passioned agency  great  political  changes 
are  sought  to  be  accomplished.  It  is  im- 
possible that  a  people  who  are  taught,  and 
justly  taught,  to  confederate  against  the 
misused  power  of  the  Govemment — who 
are  taught,  and  justly  taught,  to  combine 
aguDSt  the  undue  privileges  of  a  territorial 
oligarcby — who  have  been  brought  by  the 
equal  impolicy  of  the  Government  into  sng- 
cessfnl  collision  with  the  temporal  posses- 
sions of  an  alien  and  sinecure  Caurch;  I  say 
it  is  impossible  that  such  a  people,  so  sti- 
mulated and  BO  solicited,  will  not  ultimately 
transgress  the  limits  which  political  agita- 
tion for  political  ends  would  warrant  and 
prescribe.  A  people  long  politically  agi- 
tated eventually  become  socially  disor- 
ganized; and  the  transitioa  ftt)m  the  i 
cessfiil  assertion  of  equal  political  pi 
leges  to  that  of  equal  social  rights  is  : 
ther  distant  nor  unnatural;  and  is  it  wise 
in  a  Government  to  allow  a  people  to  con- 
tinue indefinitely  exposed  to  sucn  a  process 
of  slow  but  infallible  seduction  ?  Can  it  be 
necessary  for  me  to  describe  its  baleful 
influence  !  We  live  in  a  state  of  feverish 
and  nnhealthful  excitement.  The  pursuits 
of  tranquil  industry  are  tasteless  and  in- 
sipid; views  of  undefined  and  unattainable 
nd  pcMsesa  the  popular  mind;  and  hope 
erred,  and  ^sappointment,  in  endless 
succession,  embitter  popular  feeling,  and,  by 
natural  transition,  array  it  against  oven  the 
legitimate  rights  of  the  higher  and  more 
amuent  classes  of  the  country.  But  I  am 
told,  first  suppress  crime  by  the  terrors 
and  inflictions  of  the  law,  and  then  redress 
the  social  and  political  wrongs  complained 
of-  Then,  I  ask  the  Government,  will 
they  specify  the  measures  which  they  con- 
template ?  I  for  one  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  a  vague  and  undefined  announce- 
ment of  redress.  Such  has  already  ac- 
companied your  past  measures  of  coercion 
— I  allude  to  former  Governments — and 
baa  eventuated  in  renewed  distraction,  and 
the  aggravated  disappointment  of  national 
hope.  What  are  the  measures  you  pro- 
pose? Will  yon  improve  the  material  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  Ireland  ?  Will  you 
act  on  the  suggestions  of  which  I  have 
ffiven  a  hasty,  but  perhaps  not  an  unintel- 
Ug^ble  outUne  1  What  are  the  political 
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givo  aa  domestic  equality  among 
selves,  international  equaUty  with  you '{ 
Will  you  practically  incorporate  us  with 
your  Empire,  or  will  you  legislatively  dis- 
unite ?  Above  all,  will  the  right  lion. 
Baronet  consummate  the  Emancipation 
Act  of  1822?  Will  he  anticipate,  and 
not  wait  for,  that  overbearing  neces- 
sity  to  which  he  has  once  referred  ? 
Will  he  give  le^timate  development  to 
tiie  principles  of  that  great  legislative 
enactment  ?     Will    he,    I    ask,     emanci- 

Kte  the  people  of  Ireland  from  the  pro- 
iged  ascen^cvof  that  alien  Church,  at 
once  the  source  of  our  distractions,  and  the 
badge  of  our  hnmiliation  f  The  Anglican 
Church  in  Ireland  is  without  a  parallel  in 
the  civilized  world;  it  is  the  operative 
canse  of  our  present  condition;  it  divides 
us  into  antagonist  parties  among  our- 
selves; it  arrays  us,  the  great  majority,  in 
collective  hostility  to  you.  It  paralyses 
your  Government  in  its  most  ordinary  func- 
tions. Look  to  your  Cabinet.  Why  is  no 
Cathohc  a  member  of  that  body  ?  Wo  are 
represented  in  this  House  on  kindred  prin-. 
ciples.  We  should  be  represented  in  the 
Cabinet,  but  your  sectarian  policy  prohi- 
bits you  from  doing  so;  and  the  Catholic 
who  accepts  a  political  identity  with  you, 
ceases  to  be  the  organ  of  his  party,  and 
forfeits  the  confidence  of  his  co-religionists. 
Yon  thus  exclude  from  your  Councils  the 
Catholic  millions  of  Ireland,  of  the  Coloniea 
of  this  very  country,  and  concentrate 
against  you,  against  your  policy  and  your 
Govemment,  the  religious  sensibilities  of 
one-third  of  your  Empire,  But  we  have 
been  told  of  the  irrevocable  compact  of  the 
Union':  then  you  give  the  people  of  Ire- 
land the  strongest  incentive,  and  the  most 
powerful  argument  for  its  repeal ;  hut  who 
in  this  age  of  progress,  moral,  physical, 
and  political,  will  speak  of  irrevocable 
laws  ?  Let  the  collective  good  of  the  com- 
munity committed  to  his  peculiar  care  be 
the  irrevocable  end  of  the  statesman's  po- 
licy, to  be  achieved  by  a  wise  accommoda- 
tion of  the  means  to  tiie  varying  wants  and 
interests  of  society;  but  do  not  outrage 
the  common  sense  of  mankind  by  the  an- 
nouncement of  your  irreversible  laws,  or  of 
your  unalterable  institutions.  Yet  I  am 
not  insensible  to  the  difficulties  which  sur- 
round the  statesman,  who,  in  advance  of 
the  intellect  of  his  age,  and  of  the  preju- 
dices  of  his  party,  waits  the  slow  progress 
of  public  opinion,  and  postpones  the  advo- 
cacy of  great  measures,  even  with  a  view 
2B 


739  ProkctiMof  Life  {COMlfONS} 

to  their  ultimate  attdnment.  But  a  pru- 
dential or  procnutjnatiog  policj'  has  its 
limits;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  him  who  b 
vested  vrith  official  power  to  abridge  the 
national  struggle,  at  the  fitting  moment  to 
give  an  imptilso  to  public  opinion,  and  anti- 
cipate that  position  to  which  it  in,  perhapH, 
bIowIj  but  infallibly  advancing.  The  sec- 
tarian character  of  jour  policy  ia  not  fo- 
reign to  this  debate  :  it  deprives  your  Qo- 
vemment  of  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  they  distrust  your  administration 
of  the  law;  nor  will  we,  from  the  : 
of  any  pressure,  however  urgent,  consent 
to  augment  the  powers  or  strengthen  the 
executive  hands  of  an  anti-national  Minis- 
try. But  if  you  will  announce  an  altered 
policy — if  you  will  ameliorate  out  material 
condition — if  you  will  abate  our  religious 
and  political  wrongs — why,  in  such 
ve  shall  co-operate  with  you  even  in  your 
present  measures;  we  shall  endeavour  to 
render  them  more  effective  in  the  suppres- 
aion  of  crime,  and  less  invauve  of  the  rights 
of  the  people;  but  if,  on  the  other  bond, 
yon  but  proffer  us  this  measure  of  penal 
restraint,  we  shall  not  partake  of  your  re- 
sponsibility; wo  ehall  embarrass  your  legis- 
lation by  every  means  within  the  hmits  of 
the  Constitution;  and  even  should  the  re- 
sult be  the  temporary  impunity  of  crime, 
eyen  at  that  cost  shall  we  endeavour  to 
compel  the  Government  to  the  adoption  of 
those  measures  which  are  essential  to  Its 
permanent  suppression.  I  specially  object 
to  some  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill. 
Transportation  is  too  severe  a  punisluneDt 
for  the  suspicion  of  crime,  for  I  hold  that 
the  factitious  offence  of  being  out  at  pro- 
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Ae  suspected  characters  of  a  district 
temporary  imprisonment,  more  or  less  pro- 
longed, would  remove  them  from  the  temp- 
tations and  &cilities  to  crime ;  and  when 
tranquillity  shall  be  achieved,  and  order 
re-established,  the  suspected,  perhaps  the 
innocent  man— for  his  guilt  has  not  been 
proved — may  he  restored  to  his  country, 
Us  family,  and  to  all  those  social  relations, 
not  the  less  valuable  to  him  because  his 
condition  is  humble,  and  bis  sufferings  per- 
haps unmerited;  and  from  all  these  fair 
chances  you  exclude  him  by  the  irrevoca- 
ble sentence  of  transportation.  Again, 
the  expenBcs  of  this  Bill  are  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  occupjring  tenantry  of  the  country. 
You  legislate  on  the  presumption  that  they 
are  in  sympathy  with  crime.  I  stop  not 
to  reproach  you  with  this  result  of  your 
policy.    But  what  have  the  fannera  and 


the  great  proportion  of  the  occnpying 
tenantry  to  say  to  these  outrages  ?  They 
are  often  the  victims,  not  the  participators 
in  crime.  You  should  not  thus  stigmatise 
the  occupying  tenants  of  the  counties,  and 
perhaps  generate  that  disaffection  which 
you  so  unwisely  announce.  I  would  draw 
no  such  invidious  distinctions.  Let  land- 
lord as  well  OS  tenant  Uquldate  the  amount; 
and  so  far  as  these  pecuniary  penalties 
would  avdl,  I  would  induce  them  to  com- 
bine in  removing  the  causes  and  arresting 
the  progress  of  crime.  I  shall  not  longer 
trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  House :  I 
am  aware  of  many  other  objections  in  de- 
tail, the  great  social  inconvenience,  the 
undue  discretion  of  an  anti-popular  magis- 
tracy ;  hut  1  feel  I  have  stated  what  war- 
rants my  oppoution  to  this  measure,  as  ia- 
vasive  of  the  social  and  constitutional  rights 
of  the  people,  as  imperfectly  calculated  to 
achieve  the  objects  contemplated,  and  as  a 
penal  and  oppressive  substitute  for  those 
measures  of  permanent  reform  and  com- 
prehensive amelioration  which  can  alone 
give  tranquillity  to  Ireland,  or  secnre  the 
happiness  of  its  people. 

[Here  a  coneidcrabte  pause  tooh  place, 
during  which  no  hon.  Member  rose  to  ad- 
dress the  House.  Strangers  were  ordered 
to  withdraw,  and  the  gallery  was  about  to 
be  cleared  for  a  division,  when] 

Ub.  CALBB  POWELL  said  :  Sir,  the 
measure  now  under  discussion  has  been 
variously  denominated :  one  right  hon. 
Qentlemon  calls  it  "  A  Bill  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Life;"  another  "  For  the  Prevention 
of  Assassinationin Ireland;"  othersdescribe 
it,  and  more  appropriately  J  think,  a  pro- 
ject for  the  "Coercion  of  the  Irish  People." 
But  designate  it  how  they  may,  disguise  it 
how  they  will,  it  is  in  reality  nothing  more 
or  less  than  an  attempt,  an  abortive  one,  I 
trust,  to  transfer,  hound  neck  and  heels, 
the  wretched  Roman  Catholic  population 
of  Ireland  to  the  tender  mercies  of  their  an- 
cient taskmasters,  the  Protestant  gentry  of 
that  country.  Three  principal  objeetions  to 
the  measure  present  themselves:  first,  no 
sufficient  case  has  been  established  for  it  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentlonan ;  second,  it  will  he 
noremedy,ifthe  evils  exist  to  the  extent  al- 
leged ;  thirdly,  it  is  not  impartial  legislation 
in  respect  to  Her  Majesty  s  Irish  subjects. 
The  Govenuneot  argue  d  particukiri  ad 
uaiveriaU — the  most  inconclusive  kind  of 
logic ;  and  because  it  ia  alleged  that  five 
conntiea  are  partially  disturbed,  therefore 
just  and  expedient  to  eitiuguish  the 
British  Constitntion  in  thirty-two,  the  whole 
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of  Et  Shanaon  ateam  boat  had  been  barbar- 
ously  assailed  and  murdered,  because  he 
discontinued  dealing  witb  some  Amaionian 
milkmaid  indigenoua  to  that  distracted  conit- 
trj.  I  interrupted  the  rigbthon. Gentleman, 
and  corrected  the  mis-Btatement  at  the  time, 
I  have  further  leamt  there  vaa  no  homicide 
in  the  trausaction,  but  merelj  an  assault 
by  ^e  indignant  damsels,  whose  resent- 
ment  was  provoked  in  consequence  of  their 
unadulterated  cream  being  compared  to  tho 
sky-blue  circulated  amongst  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Qrosvenor- square.  [The  AiroB* 
NET  Oeheral  :  Chalk  and  vater.]  Equally 
ofieDsive.  [Sir  Jakes  Gkahaii:  Tbej 
were  men,  not  women.]  Perhaps  some 
chivalrous  youth  did  assist  the  fair ;  hut 
the  parties  hare  been  made  amenable  to 
justice,  prosecuted,  convicted,  and  very  pro- 
perly are  now  undergoing  impriaomnent  in 
Knuis  jail — the  punishment  of  their  impro- 
per conduot.     Then  another  caae  was  set 


territory  of  Ireland.  To  illustrate  upon  what 
light  and  iifsufficient  grounds  crimes  have 
been  imputed  to  districts  proclaimed  dis- 
turbed, I  will  instance  the  barony  of  Fo- 
neybeg,  in  which  1  reside,  in  the  county 
of  Limerick  :  although  this  locality  ht 
been  proclaimed  under  the  Peace  Preserva- 
tion Act  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
three  months  ago,  I  have  as  yet  been  un- 
able to  procure  horn  hie  subordinates  a  re- 
turn of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  proola- 
malion  was  founded,  such  a  return  having 
been  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  a 
month  ago.  I  must  therefore  rely  upon  my 
own  observation  as  to  its  oondjdon  both 
before  and  since  sentence  was  passed  upon 
it  by  the  Executive  Government.  I  can 
assure  hon.  Members  that  I  do  not  dwell 
in  a  fortified  castle,  but  in  a  very  defence- 
less house,  with  no  occaeion  for  bolt  or 
bar,  as  my  hon.  Friend  the  Uember  for 
Ueath  can  test%.  But  then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  it  is  perfectly  nnsafe 
to  travel  about  through  Ireland.  I 
affirm  that  social  intercourse  has  nevet 
been  interrupted  in  my  neighbourhood. 
The  Protestant  clergyman  and  bis  family 
interchange  their  visits  with  mine  at  all 
hours  unmolested  ;  even  the  female  mem- 
bers drive  and  walk  about  the  country  as 
fearlessly  as  securely.  "But,"  continued 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  "  only  conceive 
&B  horrid  attempt  to  assasunate  so  excel- 
lent a  landlord  as  Sir  David  Roche."  I  am 
aware  that  the  name  of  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  been  used  as  a  cheval  de  JxUtailU 
for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  charge 
the  Irish  peasantry,  and  is  a  war  horse  for 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn,  when 
he  wishes  to  ride  roughshod  over  the  h- 
herty  of  Ireland.  Suppose  Sir  David 
Roche  had  not  been  .fired  at  with  attempt 
to  assassinate  him  ;  and  the  gentleman 
who  was  in  the  carriage  with  him  at  the 
tirae,  assured  me  that  in  his  opinion  there 
was  no  intention  to  injure  him.  [Sir 
Ju[G8  GBAaAii:  What  did  Sir  D.  Roche 
•  say  ?]  I  did  not  speak  to  him  on  that  sub- 
ject. Possibly  Sir  D.  Roche  did  not  see  it, 
as  it  was  said  Sir  D.  Roche  was  reclining 
on  the  seat  of  the  carriage.  The  gen- 
tleman stated  there  was  an  explosion 
of  firearms,  but  nothing  struck  the  car- 
riage. [Sir  James  Gbaeam  :  What  do  the 
people  of  Limerick  say?]  Many  people 
stated  to  me  it  was  beliered  to  be  the 
exploit  of  a  police  spy.  If  this  is 
doubted,  let  hon.  Gentlemen  recollect  the 
Adare  conspiracy.  The  right  hon.  the 
SecretMj  at  War  stated  that  the  steward 


injured,  intimidated,  and  deprived  o 
by  those  savage  disturbers  in  Limerick.  I 
am  informed  that  Timothy  Uohony  lives 
in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  no  stouter 
fellow  in  die  whole  county.  [Sir  Jaubs 
Gbahau  :  I  did  not  quote  that  ease.l  It 
was  made  a  ground  for  pasung  the  Bill  in 
another  House,  to  which  it  is  said  so  much 
deference  is  due,  and  on  the  authority  of 
which,  in  some  degree,  this  Bouse  is  re- 
quired to  accept  the  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Secretary  has  referred  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Wilson  of  the  county  Clare,  who,  ho  said, 
had  been  obliged  to  go  into  exile  after  con- 
ferring extensive  benefits  upon  hia  ten- 
antry. I  think,  however,  he  pushed 
the  matter  too  far  when  he  ascribed  alto- 
gether Mr.  Wilson's  retirement  from  the 
county  of  Clare  to  the  menaces  of  an 
ungrateful  population.  I  have  the  plea- 
sure of  knowing  Mr,  Wilson,  who  is  a  very 
respectable  gentl^nan,  and  was  very  use- 
ful in  his  locality,  where  I  hope  to  aee 
him  again,  re-established  on  his  former 
good  terms  with  his  tenants,  secure  with- 
out a  Coercion  Act,  both  in  person  and 
property.  Three  or  four  years  ago  Mr, 
Wilson  told  me,  that  from  circumstancea 
totally  distinct  from  misunderstandings 
with  tenants — circumstances  altogether  of 
private  nature,  which  I  think  unneces- 
sary to  intrude  upon  the  House,  but  in 
no  degree  discreditable  to  Mr.  Wilson,  he 
had  resolved  to  sell  a  portion  of  his  estate, 
including  hia  residence,  and  retire  to  the 
Continent.  [Sir  Jahes  Grahah  :  Mr. 
Wilson  is  now  in  Dublin,]  That  may  be 
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■o  ;  but  Mr.  Wilson  lisd  some  time  Mince 
intended  to  withdraw  from  the  county 
of  Clare,  without  beiug  cspelled  by 
the  turbulence  of  his  tenantry.  But  aup- 
posing  Mr.  Wilsoa  retired  tbrougli  the 
DoatUity  of  his  tenantry,  does  it  follow  that 
Others  are  ia  similar  circumstimceB,  who 
cannot  coutinuo  secnre  at  home  without 
the  interrention  of  coercive  measures.  I 
know  proprietors  in  that  very  locality,  who 
exercise  unmolested  all  the  legitimate 
rights  of  propertT,  but  who  Dcverthcless 
may  be  faTouroblc  to  the  Coercion  Bill 
from  an  inclination  to  the  ciercisc  of  arbi- 
trary power.  The  right  hou.  Gentleman 
has  dwelt  much  upon  the  amount  and  cha- 
racter of  crime  in  Ireland;  hnt  although  it 
affords  me  no  gratification  to  recite  the  ca- 
talogue of  English  criminality,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  it  to  show  that  the  spirit  of 
impartiality  does  not  penrade  the  proposed 
legislation.  When  crime  and  outrages  of  a 
grave  character  are  committed  in  England, 
when  a  Prime  Minister  was  assassinated  in 
the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Minister  in  the  centre 
of  Westminster,  did  the  Government  re- 
commend the  extinction  of  Enj^h  free- 
dom? Did  the  Minister  of  the  Crown 
propose  to  extinguish  the  vital  principles  of 
the  Constitution  ?  But  it  is  alleged  the 
poorer  classes  of  Ireland  require  to  be  pro- 
tected by  such  a  measure  as  is  proposed. 
Where  is  the  evidence  of  it?  Has  any  pe> 
tition  from  them  to  that  effect  reached 
this  House  ?  They  may  require  protection, 
but  of  a  quite  different  species  to  that  pro- 
posed. I  seldom  take  up  an  Engliah 
newspaper  that  I  am  not  shocked  by  the 
most  revolting  cases  of  inhumanity.  In 
the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  6tb  of  April, 
I  found  a  murder  in  Liverpool  ;  infanti- 
^de  at  Taonton;  an  attempt  to  murder;  and 
%  murderous  attack  on  Mr.  Harvey  Combe's 
gamekeeper.  On  the  same  day  a  mur- 
derer was  executed  in  the  city  of  London, 
for  assassinating  his  master.  But  then  it 
IB  alleged  that  the  Irish  people  syrapathize 
with  the  criminal,  white  in  England  he  is 
held  in  adherence.  Now  what  was  the 
case  in  the  instance  1  have  just  referred 
to?  NoAingcooId  equal  the  ptofanenessand 
recklessness  of  the  criminal's  demeanour: 
ftnd  upon  making  his  appearance  upon  the 
•caffold,  he  was  applauded  by  the  sur- 
rounding multitude.  In  the  same  paper,  of 
April  8tb,  the  following  summary  of  crime 
appeared  as  an  analysis  of  the  calendar  of 
the  county  in  the  Oxford  circuit:  Arson,  1, 
robbery  from  the  perKMi,  I;  forgery,  11; 
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cutting  am)  wounding,  4;  bestiality  and  on- 
natural  offences  4;  administering  puiifon, 
3;  night-poaching,  1 ;  coiiceahnent  of  birth, 
2; highway  robbery,  l;burglary,  13;  rape. 
3;  and  inelnding  other  offences,  the  total 
n-as  C9.  I  do  not  think  that  the  assizes 
for  the  county  of  Limerick  furnished  a 
more  numerous  catalogue.  Then,  on  the 
Western  Circuit,  three  men  were  convicted 
of  consecutively  ravishing  an  unfortunate 
female;  in  another  district,  a  man  was 
foimd  guilty  of  drowning  his  pregnant 
paramour.  There  is  no  want  of  the  com- 
mission of  crimes  accompanied  with  atro- 
cious violence  in  England;  but  the  Minister 
does  not  dream  of  proposing  a  Coercion  Bill 
for  this  country:  such  a  measure,  if  carried, 
must  be  inefficient.  Seventeen  similar  un- 
successful Coercion  Acts  have  been  proposed 
within  the  memory  of  living  men;  and  vet 
an  eighteenth  measure  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion is  called  for:  not  only  will  it  be  ca- 
lamitous to  Ireland,  but  most  dangerous  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  Empire.  I  am  sorry 
not  to  see  the  hon.  Member  for  Pontefract 
in  his  place,  as  I  shonld  have  liked  to 
know  what  he  would  say  to  the  proposal  of 
introducing  what  he  so  complacently  term- 
ed a  mild  measure  of  correctional  police 
into  his  county  under  snch  circnmstaneea 
as  I  shall  describe-  ^Vbat  would  the 
hon.  Member  feel  if  his  Protestant  fellow 
conntrymen,  the  inhabitants  of  Yorkshire, 
had  a  Roman  Cathohc  magistracy,  small  in 
comparative  numbers,  but  strong  in  anti- 
Protestant  prejudices,  invested  with  arbi- 
trary power,  and  authorized  toeierciseitin 
accordance  with  all  their  biases?  Would  he 
esteem  sueh  a  system  a  mere  trivial  re- 
straint, to  be  riewed  without  repugnance  by 
any  friend  of  freedom  ?  No !  1  will  ven- 
ture to  say  the  hon.  Member,  would  loudly 
denounce  it,  as  an  unwarrantable  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  of  free-bom  Britons; 
and  yet  the  hon.  Member  expresses  his 
hopes  that  the  Oovenunent  will  persevere 
with  their  coercive  measures  towards  Ire- 
land. So  late  OS  Februaty,  there  was 
what  mi^t  be  called  an  open  insurrection 
in  the  north  of  England:  upwards  of  2,000 
labourers  employed  on  a  railway  near  Car- 
lisle, rose  and  expelled  by  foree  the  Irish 
workmen  employed  there.  If,  however,  & 
row  like  that  occurs  in  Ireland,  it  !■ 
proclaimed  rebellion,  and  the  Executive 
calls  for  a  Coercion  Act  for  Protestant 
magistrates  to  administ^.  While  the  sti- 
mulus to  vengeance  is  increased,  yon  may 
depend  upon  it  this  measure  will  provide 
no  increased  secori^.   One  of  the  greatest 
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pcffita  of  anj  age  or  climo  has  juatly  ob- 

Berred — 

"  "niere  never  jet  mu  human  power 
That  oould  ende,  if  uoJbrgiTeii, 
The  patieot  kbtgIi  and  vigil  long 
Of  him  iTho  trcnaures  up  a  wrong." 

Before  I  conclude,  I  would  take  the 
liberty  of  Buggesttng  irtiat  in  mj  opinion 
will  promote  the  desired  tranquiUitj  of 
Irel&nd.  In  the  first  place,  the  Irish  people 
ahould  have  equal  laws,  impartially  admi' 
niatered.  The  Government  ought  not  tc 
proscribe  the  constitutional  expresaion  of 
political  opinion.  Then  there  is  ample  a«ope 
for  the  phyucal  amelioration  of  the  people, 
by  reclaiming  the  waste  lands  of  Ireland; 
and  the  Legiatature  would  be  well  justified 
in  compelling  those  proprietors  who  cannot 
or  will  not  bring  them  into  cultivation,  to 
transfer  them  to  those  who  are  prepared  to 
make  them  available  for  the  exigencies  of 
(lie  community.  Or  wiU  the  Legislature  as- 
sent to  a  Repeal  of  the  Union,  and  then  an 
Irish  Parliament  will  devise  those  measures 
which  are  calculated  to  accompliah  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  people,  without  infringing 
their  political  privileges!  But  if  adverse 
and  hostile  legislation  is  persevered  in,  the 
Govenunent  may  discover  some  fine  morn- 
ing that  the  Irish  nation  has  resolved  to 
right  itself. 

Mr.  ward  thought  it  was  disgraceful 
that  the  Honso  so  often  exhibited  oo  the 
discussion  of  great  constitutional  questions 
of  this  sort  complete  indifference.  He  had 
seen  three  or  four  occasions  that  night  on 
which  hocouldhavecounted  out  the  House, 
if  ho  had  chosen  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Speaker  to  the  subject,  there  not  being 
forty  Members  present.  However,  as  he 
difiered  from  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  as  to  the  reasons  why  this 
Sill  should  be  opposed,  he  would  take  that 
opportimitj  of  stating  the  grouncls  which, 
notwithstanding  the  considerations  urged, 
and  the  strong  facts  stated  by  the  right 
hen.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Home  De- 
partment, in  his  opening  speech,  induced 
nim,  as  an  English  Member,  to  say  that  he 
could  not  give  bis  assent  to  the  Gorem- 
ment  Bill.  He  would  say  at  once  that  be 
did  not  adopt  the  idea  of  any  imagined 
superiority  on  the  part  of  the  people  c^  this 
country  over  the  people  of  Imand  with  re- 
spect to  the  matters  they  were  now  discuss- 
ing. He  believed,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
would  be  found  that  the  Irish  people  were 
superior  in  the  endurance  of  evils  which  were 
almost  intolerable,  which  thcBnglish people 
had  no  idea  of;  which  never  bad  been  snb- 


mittedto  in  England;  and  which  he  thought 
never  would  have  been  submitted  to  in 
England.  As  to  crimes,  no  doubt  great 
crimes  were  committed  in  England,  but 
then  they  were  isolated  acts;  there  was  no 
sympathy  with  them  on  the  part  of  ihe 
people;  tbey  were  not  connected  with  locU 
causes;  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
general  interests  of  the  people ;  and  the 
law  had  always  dealt  with  them,  as  they 
arose,  successfully,  because  the  sympathies 
of  the  people  were  witii  the  law.  But  in 
Ireland,  with  respect  to  one  particular  class 
of  crimes,  the  sympathies  of  the  people 
had  always  been  found  to  side  with  the 
criminal,  and  ag^nst  the  law.  He  could 
not  take  upon  himself  to  .refuse  credit  to 
the  evidence  of  all  those  who  were  best 
acquunted  with  the  state  of  Ireland,  when 
they  stated  that  with  respect  to  questions 
connected  with  the  possession  of  land, 
crimes  of  a  frightful  character  were  con- 
tinually committed  at  noon-day,  and  yet 
the  people  looked  on  and  allowed  the  cri- 
minal to  escape :  you  could  not  get  wit- 
nesses to  come  forward  to .  criminate,  or 
juries  t«  convict.  But  what  was  the  rea- 
son of  this  ?  The  sympathies  of  the  peo- 
ple were  with  the  criminal,  because  they 
were  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
rather  for  their  interests  than  not  that 
such  things  should  be  done  with  impu- 
nity. What  he  should  wish,  however,  was 
to  bring  the  discussion  of  these  circum- 
stances to  a  practical  and  profitable  result. 
He  thought  that  of  all  times  this  was  the 
time  for  Parliament  to  pause  in  the  course 
it  had  hitherto  pursued  with  respect  to 
Ireland.  He  would  ask  what  produced 
this  state  of  things  in  Ireland  ?  If  there 
was  this  perverted  morality  exhibited  on 
the  part  of  the  Irish  population  on  one 
particular  queation,  to  what  was  it  to  be 
traced?  Were  they  to  go  on  legislating 
from  year  to  year  on  the  principles  of  the 
coarse  and  barbarous  policy  of  coercion  ? 
Were  they  to  go  back  to  the  old  policy, 
which,  instead  of  regarding  the  river 
Shannon  as  the  instrument  of  cirilization, 
treated  it  as  a  barrier  against  the  bar- 
barous tribes  beyond  ?  Or  were  they  to 
take  advantage  of  the  improved  tone  and 
feeling  with  which  Irish  subjects  had 
been  of  late  discussed,  and  try  to  deduce 
from  a  consideration  of  the  evils  of  the 
past  some  useful  course  for  the  future  ?  It 
was  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  he  had 
heard  from  the  right  hon.  Secretary  at 
War  (Mr.  S.  Herbert),  that  be  for  one 
would  never  agree  to  moke  Ireland  tba 
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luittle  ground  of  party.  Still,  le  must 
avf,  that  announcement  came  rather  late  ; 
for  half  the  erils  and  diJBcultieB  with  which 
the  GoTcmment  had  to  deal  in  reBpect  to 
Ireland  had  arisen  from  the  nuBcnierons 
policy  pursued  upon  Irish  aabjectH  by  the 
party  opposite  while  they  occupied  the  Op- 
position benches.  He  did  not  wish  to  deal 
m  useless  recriminations;  but  he  must  eay 
be  could  not  forget  the  time  when  the 
Gentlemen  opposite  used  one  tone  with  re- 
■pect  to  Ireland  on  the  hustings,  and  ano- 
ther in  the  House  of  Commons.  On  the 
hustings  they  were  always  found  encourag- 
ing the  prejudices  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  people  against  Ireland,  and  running 
down  the  government  of  his  noble  relative 
liord  Normanhy,  and  the  kindly  considera- 
tion of  Lord  Morpeth.  They  all,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  cried  down  these  noblO' 
men  as  tools  of  Mr.  O'Conncll,  and  as 
pandering  to  the  Irish  priesthood,  thongh, 
m  the  Ilouse  of  Commons,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
confessed  that  there  would  be  no  great 
difference  between  the  policy  of  Lord 
Normanby  and  his  own.  But  he  hoped 
the  present  Opposition  would  prove  them- 
selves a  more  generous  body ;  and  for  one 
he  trusted  thoy  would  never  be  actuated 
by  such  motives.  As  a  proof  that  he  would 
not  be,  he  might  mention  (hat  he  had  sup- 

Srted  the  Government  last  year  on  the 
aynooth  Bill  against  the  feelings  of  many 
of  his  constituents,  and  agunat  his  own 
opinions  in  some  degree ;  because  he 
thought  that  the  whole  question  of  the  Irish 
Church  might  have  been  settled  satisfacto- 
rily with  a  less  shock,  or  at  least  with  no 
greater  aliock,  to  the  fecUngs  of  the  people 
of  England  aod  Scotland,  than  was  caused 
by  the  Government  measure  for  bestowing 
a  miserable  grant  on  the  College  of  May- 
sooth.  He  would  support  the  Government 
now,  if  it  would  convmcc  him  that  the  pre- 
sent Bill  could  cure  the  evils  it  was  intended 
to  check.  With  respect  to  agrorian  crime, 
of  which  BO  much  had  been  said,  he  would  at 
once  declare  that  he  did  not  doubt  its  extent, 
nor  did  ho  wish  to  palliate  its  atrocity.  He 
neither  sympathiscul  with  the  crimioab,  nor 
would  he  shield  them  from  punishment.  V 
would  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  that  House 
the  desire  to  put  a  stop  to  these  crimes ;  for 
he  believed  with  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Lynn  (Lord  G.  Bentinck),  that  the 
blood  of  every  man  who  was  murdered 
rested  on  the  head  of  those  who  delayed 
the  remedy.  But  was  this  Bill  a  remedy 
--~a  Bill,  so  indiMriminftliDg  in  its  peiuu- 
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ies,  so  despotic  in  its  principles,  bo  aweep- 
ng  in  its  provisions,  that  nothing  ought  to 
nducc  the  House  to  agree  to  it  but  thu 
ihsolutc  convictjon  that  it  would  prove  ef- 
fectual. But  that  was  precisely  the  ques- 
tion which  they  had  to  decide,  and  the 
Loble  Lord  had  no  right  to  taunt  Members 
jn  the  Opposition  side  of  the  Ilouse,  who 
had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  that 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  which 
he  had  himself  only  just  begun  to  apply, 
with  delaying  the  remedy,  because  they 
refused  to  agree  to  the  remedy  which  he 
appeared  to  prefer.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  could 
not  say  that  the  Government  measure  was 
recommended  to  him  by  the  noble  Lord's 
approbation  of  it.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
it  would  be  carried,  for  he  saw  that  the  first 
announcement  of  the  principle  of  coercion 
in  Ireland,  brought  hock  to  the  Tory  fold 
all  tiioso  Gentleracit  whom  the  principles 
of  conuncrcial  freedom  had  estranged.  But 
the  measure  would  only  be  carried  after 
a  longer  debate  perhaps  than  the  right 
hoD.  Gentlemen  opposite  either  anticipated, 
or  desired.  It  would  be  only  carried  after 
great  changes  were  effected  in  it,  in  its 
progress  through  the  House,  and  when  ac- 
companied by  specific  measures,  and  not 
merely  vagac  promises  of  the  Government, 
to  remedy  those  grievances  which  coercion 
alone  would  aggravate,  but  not  put  down. 
He  might  he  asked  why  he  believed  this  ? 
He  answered,  the  Irish  question,  as  it  was 
called,  seemed  to  him  to  go  round  per- 
petually in  a  vicious  circle.  It  was  thir- 
teen years  ago  since  ho  first  had  a  seat  in 
that  House,  and  the  first  vote  he  gave  was 
favour  of  an  Irish  Coercion  Bill.  He 
V  knew  that  he  was  wrong  in  that  vote; 
:  he  had  a  foolish  faith  in  the  Ministry 
then  in  power,  and  foncicd  that  the  men 
who  had  just  bestowed  upon  England  a 
large  measure  of  constitutional  reform, 
would  not  have  proposed  a  measure  con- 
fiscating the  liberties  of  Ireland,  if  there 
were  not  sound  and  pressing  reasons  for 
it.  The  fact  was,  that  be  then  (as  ho 
was  told  in  the  course  of  the  debate) 
knew  much  less  of  Ireland  than  he  did  of 
Mciico.  He  did  not  know  how  easy  it 
was  for  Gentlemen  to  combine  a  very 
nice  desire  for  liberty  on  this  side  the 
Channel  with  something  vety  like  Turkish 
despotism  on  the  other  ;  bo  did  not  know 
how  long  Ireland  had  been  governed  by  Co- 
ercion Bills,  one  copied  from  the  other,  none 
of  the  copies,  however,  reaching  the  bold 
originals  of  which  the  Irish  Parliament  it- 
self set  the  precedent ;  for  he  mnat  teU 
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hU  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Limerick, 
he  did  not  think  that  tinj  of  the  Coercion 
Bills  passed  by  Saxon  Parliaments  legis- 
Uting  for  Ireland  was  bo  bad  aa  the  Bill  of 
Lord  Clare  in  1787.  or  the  Bill  of  1764, 
both  of  vhiah  were  passed  bj  purely  Irish 
Pariiamenta.  The  Bill  of  1764,  enacted, 
on  occasion  of  the  first  Whiteboy  disturb- 
ances in  Munster,  that  tbecriminal  should  he 
executed  on  conTiction  before  a  single  ma- 
gistrate. In  1787,  Lord  CU«,  then  Mr. 
Fitzgibbon,  under  Mr.  Pitt's  Ministry, 
proposed  to  give  power  to  the  magistrates, 
to  rose  to  the  eroond  all  Roman  Catholic 
chapela  in  any  district  where  combinations 
had  been  formed,  or  unlawful  oaths  should 
ho  proved  to  have  been  administered ;  and 
it  was  Hr.  Orde,  the  then  Irish  Secretary, 
who  said  that  he  never  could  concur  in 
that  proposal  which  Mr.  Grattau  stigma- 
tized as  an  attempt  to  establish  irreligion 
in  Ireland  by  Act  of  Fariisment.  Yet  the 
causes  by  these  dlstnrbances  were  as  weU 
known  then,  as  now.  fie  found  in  the 
correspondence  of  Burke  a  letter  from  Sir 
Richard  D'Eite,  who  was  then  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Common  Pleas,  in  which  he 
sud — 

"  Thit  these  diaorden  re&l! j  and  not  oolourablj 
took  their  rlie  trom  oomplunt*  and  grievancea  of 
a  printe  natura.  Th«  price  of  labour  ww  too 
chsap,  Tictusla  were  too  dear,  and  tbe  Isndiordi 
were  exoesBiictj  on>reuiTe.  Jn  the  perpetration 
of  then  dinordeni  Papists  and  ProtesCanti  were 
promissuDUBlf  concerned.  Their  oath  to  encb 
other  was  limpl  j  to  be  true  "one  to  another,  and 
not  diieover  what  vai  done." 

That  was  the  case  hi  1764.  Mr.  Fitzgib- 
bon,  in  1787,  made  that  wdl-known  speech 
in  which  he  said — 

"  He  knew  Monaler  well,  and  it  was  impoaaible 
fbr  human  wretchcdneiii  to  exceed  that  of  the  mi>e~ 
rable  peasantrj.  He  knew  that  the  unhappy  ten- 
antry were  fround  to  powder  by  relentloH  land- 
lonli.  But  the  Legialatnre  could  not  etand  bf  and 
Ko  tbem  take  redreiB  into  tbcir  om  hands." 

Now  in  1764,  and  1787,  these  Coercion 
Bills  were  no  remedy  for  the  disturbances 
that  then  arose,  which  were  precisely  si- 
milar to  those  of  the  present  day  ;  and  in 
1846,  this  Life  Protection  Bill,  as  you 
call  it — this  Cnrfew  Bill,  as  it  had  been 
more  properly  called — differs  not  in  prin- 
ciple ^m  those  measures  which  never 
succeeded,  and  would  not  differ  in  its 
results.  Such  measures  had  been  tried 
repeatedly.  Could  any  man  say  that 
coercion  in  Ireland  had  ever  produced  more 
than  a  temporary  lull?  Was  it,  then, 
fit  that  one  third  of  the  Empire  should  be 
deprived  of  its  Ubertiea  by  a  measure,  which 
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ezperienoe  convinced  them  must  he  inef- 
fectual i  Was  this  a  proper  remedy  for  a 
British  Parliament  in  1846  to  adopt  ? 
What  then  waa  to  he  done  ?  Were  uiey 
to  say,  with  the  right  hon.  Recorder  of 
Dublin,  that  misery  was  indigenous  in  Ire- 
land, and  that  the  present  distress  was  so 
little  different  from  the  distress  in  ordinary 
years,  that  Parliament  might  safely  let  it 
take  its  own  course  f  If  this  wore  so, 
what  did  that  prove  but  the  rottenness 
of  the  system?— that  Ireland  had  been 
goTemed  all  along  on  bad  principles,  and 
badly  governed  on  them !  The  hon. 
Member  fbr  Dorsetshire  sud  that  Irish- 
men were  lamentably  deficient  in  common 
sense,  and  that  Irish  nature  was  not  to 
be  dealt  with  on  the  mles  which  were 
applicable  to  human  nature  in  general ; 
for  that  they  were  a  reckless,  improvident 
people,  and  not  fit  for  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs.  He  had  lately  fallen 
in  with  the  work  of  a  practical  man, 
Mr.  Wiggins,  who  managed  the  estates 
of  the  city  of  London  in  the  north  of  Ire* 
land,  and  who  had  visited  Ireland  for 
thirty  years  as  the  agent  of  several  large 
landowners;  and  he  said  that  the  Irish- 
man only  became  reckless  when  he  found 
his  care  and  labour  useless  to  him  ;  but 
place  him  in  a  situation  where  his  labour 
may  be  profitable  to  himself  and  family, 
aud  no  one  was  more  industrious,  skilful, 
and  provident — not  excepting  the  English, 
who  arrogate  to  themselves  the  posses- 
sion of  every  virtue.  For  himself,  he 
would  say,  he  believed  Irish  nature  was 
very  much  what  English  nature  or  Scotch, 
or  Belgian,  or  French  natuVo  would  be 
under  the  same  circumstances.  He  be- 
heved  that  if  they  placed  4,000,000  of 
EngUshmen  in  the  same  situation  with  the 
peasantry  and  small  farmers  of  Ireland, 
they  would  not  only  do  the  same,  but  that 
they  would  not  bear  one-tenth  part  of  the 
oppression  which  the  Irish  bore  ;  and  if  it 
was  Baid  that  they  were  brutes  and  ssTSges, 
because  in  resentment  for  the  treatment 
they  met  with,  they  committed  gross  out- 
rages, he  would  reply  that  men  were  always 
brutes  and  savages,  when  they  had  been 
tmmpled  on,  and  got  the  upper  hand.  But, 
what  then  was  the  condition  of  this  people  f 
That  vras,  after  all,  the  question  which  the 
House  ought  conscientiously  and  furly  to 
put  to  itself  before  it  proceeded  to  deal 
with  this  Irish  question  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  the  Govamment.  Itwaswrctched, 
he  declared,  beyond  all  parallel.  He  chal- 
lenged tliem  to  produce  any  evidence  that 
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did  not  bear  bim  out.  Take  the  blue 
hookn,  take  the  works  of  traYellere — take 
KoLl.  take  their  own  Conimissionera— take 
Mr.  Foster.  The  Times'  CommiBsioner— all 
concurred  that  the  conditiou  of  the  Irish 
peasantry  was  wretched  in  the  extreme, 
and  that  their  patieaco  in  supporting  this 
wretehednoss  was  almost  beyond  bejief.  In 
Ireland  thcro  was  no  such  broad  distinction 
as  existed  in  England  between  the  farmer 
and  the  labourer.  Dr.  Kanesaid,  that  of  the 
wholepopulatioD  in  Ireland, 66  per  ecDt  lived 
bj  agriculture,  instead  of  28  per  cent,  as 
in  England,  and  that  the  great  mass  of 
farms  consisted  only  of  very  few  acres — 
out  of  685,309  farms  558,043  being  under 
fifteen  aerCB,  and  306,915  under  five. 
When,  therefore,  they  talked  of  an  Irish 
fanner,  they  talked  of  a  man  who  woh  only 
one  degree  better  than  a  labourer  in  Eng- 
land. What  rent,  too,  did  tbcj  pay  ?  Mr. 
Wiggins  said — 

"  It  is  .tn  undoubted  &ct,  that,  as  landlords, 
Iiitih  Kcutlemcn  exact  mora  from  tbcir  tenauta 
tbaii  lUe  same  class  of  uiea  in  any  other  coun- 
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try." 

He  believed  it  would  be  found  that  rents 
in  Ireland  were  from  80  to  100  per  cent 
higher  than  in  England,  while  the  land 
was  let  without  fences,  houses,  or  farm- 
buildings  of  any  kind,  alt  of  which,  except 
on  the  best  managed  farms,  were  provided 
by  the  tenants  and  not  the  landlorda.  You 
found  everything  there  merging  in  rent, 
at  least  everything  beyond  a  bare  suhsist- 
ODCC,  that  subsistence  being  throughout 
large  districts  lumpers  and  pepper  water. 
In  Mr.  Foster's  book  upon  Ireland,  which 
had  Just  come  into  his  hands,  be  had  read 
a  statement  made  by  a  largo  farmer  on  the 
Uarquess  of  Conyngham  s  estate  to  Mr. 
Foster.      It  was  this  : — 

"  Not  a  bit  of  bread  have  I  eatea  uace  I  wa4 
bom,  nor  a  bit  of  butter.  Wo  sell  all  the  corn  and 
the  butter  to  give  to  the  Undlard  :  ;et  I  have  the 
largest  &rm  in  the  dietrict — (ho  held  >ei«n  cows' 
graiw  lit  10/.  rent) — and  I  am  as  veil  off  aa  any 
man  in  the  country." 
Mr.  Wiggins  said — 

"  The  poMeiBion  of  land  is  «o  indispenaable,  that 
much  beyond  »h.-it  it  can  pouibly  produce  will  be 
eagerly  ulfcrod  as  rent." 

Ay,  and  taken  in  the  way  of  rent;  but  not 
only  more  than  the  land  could  produce  was 
paid  in  rent  to  the  landlord,  but  there  were, 
in  addition,  duty  rents  (cutting  turf,  pigs, 
poultry,  &,c.),  and  agents'  foes,  the  lost 
being  paid  by  a  per  centage  on  the  rental, 
which  induced  the  agents  to  create  rent 
wherever  they  eoiild.  The  conscijiicncc 
was  perpetual  revolutiuua — rdultin^  aud 


notices  to  quit  by  wholesale.  This  led  to 
the  system  of  joint  tenancies  (a  contrirancQ 
to  render  solvent  tenants  responsible  for 
insolvents),  and  to  infinitesimal  subdivisions 
of  land — ^the  worst  possible  tenure,  and  the 
worst  system  of  cultivation.  The  tenant 
wos  consequently  reduced  to  the  lowest 
stato  of  misery  and  despondency  of  being 
never  able  to  see  his  way  from  yearto  year. 
In  a  great  part  of  Ireland  there  were  no 
leases  and  noagreementa;  and  whenever  it 
was  found  that  improvements  had  been 
made,  the  rent  was  mcreaaed.  But  if  this 
went  on — if  the  tenants  were  forced  to 
content  themselves  with  the  most  miser- 
able subsistence,  and  the  state  of  agricul- 
ture was  most  wretched,  and  the  produce 
of  an  extremely  fertile  country  far  below 
what  it  ought  to  be,  what  was  it  all  owing 
to  but  the  system  which  had  been  pursued? 
If  these  circumstances  continued  unaltered, 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  express  his  conviction 
that  tbey  woidd  see  all  other  agitations  in 
Ireland  merge  into  a  general  agitation 
against  rent.  Ho  would,  therefore,  ask 
the  landlorda  of  that  country,  who  were 
now  looking  quietly  at  what  was  going  ou 
under  their  eyes,  how  they  proposed  to 
deal  with  it  when  the  evil  hour  came  ? 
The  word  "  landlord"  was,  perhaps,  an 
improper  term.  The  landowners  were 
themselves  the  victims  of  the  system 
which  had  been  handed  down  to  them 
by  preceding  generations.  Many  of  thcni 
were  the  mere  nominal  owners  of  estates, 
which  were  so  burdened  by  sctttementa, 
mortgages,  and  debts,  tliat  they  could 
not  improve  the  land  or  do  justice  to 
their  tenants,  even  if  they  bad  the  will. 
The  land  was  often  let  on  leases  renewable 
for  ever,  and  sublet  by  the  first  leaseholder 
to  one  or  more  middlemen,  each  of  whom 
had  his  profit  before  it  came  to  the  small 
farmer  or  cottier;  each  remove  from  free- 
hold ownership  being  a  fresh  source  of  ex- 
tortion. During  last  century  hardly  any 
person  belonging  to  the  middle  classes  put 
his  son  into  a  profession.  They  lived  by 
subletting,  and  subletting,  and  subletting 
again,  at  increased  rcntob;  and  to  get 
that  rent  they  tolerated  that  aystom  of  sub- 
division by  the  tenants,  which  liad  been 
carried  to  such  an  extent  that  there  were 
parts  in  Ireland  in  which  rent  and  cul- 
tivation had  almost  ceased  lo  exist.  But  if 
the  state  of  the  farmer  was  such  as  he  had 
described  it,  what  was  tho  state  of  the  la- 
bourers ?  Worse,  if  worse  could  be.  They 
wcro  to  he  seen  living  throughout  the 
grcut«r  part  of  Ireland  iu  a  stato  which 


753  Adjourned  Debau  {AriUL  17} 

was  fitter  for  brute  be&ats  than  for  human 
creatures.  Thej  lired  in  huts  of  sod 
Toofod  with  bog-sticks,  and  thatched  with 
potato  haubn.  [Sir  Chableb  Coote  :  No, 
no  !  ]  Did  the  bon,  Uember  mean  to  deny 
that  this  was  the  ease  ?  Was  it  not  the 
uniform  testimonj  of  all  wbo  had  visited 
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were  tbe  most  miserable  that  coi 
giaed;  that  of  da;  clothiog  t^ej  hod  hardly 
any;  that  they  had  often  no  bed-clothes  at 
an — that  tbej  slept  on  straw  or  rushes  ? 
He  found  it  stated,  for  instance,  by  Mr. 
Binns,  that — 

"II  M  poor  bmily  can  proenra  a  ponnrworth  of 
bntlennilk  occasionally,  to  b«  dinded  between  biz 
of  them,  they  were  aMii&ed." 

He  found  it  ^so  stated  that  wages  were 
6d,  a  day,  and  that  even  at  these  low 
wages  there  were  many  months  of  the 
year  in  which  able-bodied  men  were  totally 
withoQt  work,  "  walking  abont  dragging 
sorrow  after  his  heels,"  as  one  of  them 
said  who  was  examined  before  Lord  De- 
von's Commission.  Mr.  Kobl,  too,  went 
over  the  whole  of  Ireland,  and  what  was  bis 
impreauon  !     He  said — 

"  I  remember,  when  I  saw  the  poor  I*ltcB  of 
LiTonia,  I  mod  to  pit;  them.  fVeU,  Heaven  par- 
don my  ignoniTioe  !  1  knew  not  that  I  ibould  ever 
■ee  a  people  upon  whom  Almighty  God  hod  im- 
poaed  yet  hcaTier  privationa.  But,  now  that  I 
havo  Been  Ireland,  it  aeema  to  me  that  the  pooreit 
of  the  Lettes,  the  EathoDiaaB,  and  the  Pinlandera, 
lead  a  life  of  luxury  eoropared  with  that  of  the  Iriah 

Ho  bad  bad  a  conversation  lately  with  the 
bon.  Member  for  Stockport  {Mr.  Cobden), 
and  they  all  know  how  keen  was  the  eye 
and  how  Just  the  conclusions  of  that  Gentle- 
man. That  bon.  Member  had  told  him 
that  one  autumn  be  spent  three  mouths  in 
Ireland,  and  that  chance  took  him  direct 
from  Ireland  to  Egypt,  and  that,  compar- 
ing the  condition  of  the  Egyptian  Fellah 
and  the  Irish  cottier,  considering  the  cli- 
mate, be  was  of  opinion  that  the  condition 
of  the  former  was  infinitely  tbe  better  of  the 
two.  Thefactwas,  that  in  Ireland  no  man 
could  live  without  land,  however  small  the 
portion  that  fell  to  his  lot,  or  however  high 
the  rent  which  be  paid  for  it;  71.,  81.,  and 
even  121.  an  acre  wore  sometimes  paid  for 
conacre  ground  on  which  to  grow  potatoes. 
Mr.  Nicholts,  a  man  on  whose  evidence 
Government  had  rehed  in  very  important 
cases,  said  that — 

"  The  only  meana  by  which  a  man  can  proenre 
fbod  for  his  fiimily  ia  by  ^letting  and  retainiDg 
poesesBioTi  of  a  portion  of  land.  FiH'  thia  be  has 
■Ungglcd.      For  thia   the   peaaantry  hate  com- 


bined,  and  burst  Ihroueh  a 

law  and  humanity.     Land   b 

ofUfe." 


He  found  Mr.  Binns  also  bearing  testimony 
to  the  beautiful  resignation  of  the  peasantiy 

under  their  privations — to  their  cbeerful- 
nesa,  their  hospitality,  their  courtesy,  their 
strong  sense  of  religion,  which  supported 
them  under  all  they  endured,     Mr.  Binns 

"A  woman  told  mo  they  had  hard  Gue  and 
many  diBappointmenta ;  but  God  prepared  the 
back  for  the  burden."  "  Their  children  were 
healthy."  "  God  ordered  it  so  tc  the  poor." 
And  these  were  the  people  whom  the  House 
were  called  upon  to  coerce — tliese  were  tlie 
people  whom  they  were  called  upon  to  shut 
up  fr(HU  sunset  to  sunrise  in  their  miserable 
hovels,  in  order  to  teach  them  to  love  and 
respect  the  law,  which,  like  tbe  stick  to  the 
Egyptian  Fellah,  was  constantly  an  instru- 
ment of  oppression  in  the  bands  of  the  land- 
lord. Now  this  Bill  was  intended  to  re- 
concile them  to  the  law;  or,  if  hon.  Mem- 
bers liked  the  expression  better,  it  was  in- 
tended to  put  an  end  to  the  struggle  be- 
tween tbe  mass  of  the  population  and  tlie 
law.  Tbe  struggle  was  a  very  old  one. 
Tbe  whole  history  of  Ireland  was  the  history 
of  a  perpetual  strife  between  the  people 
and  tbe  law.  Let  them  go  back  to  tbe  mid- 
dle of  last  century  and  look  at  the  penal 
laws  which  were  enacted.  What  did  these 
penal  laws  do  ?  They  established  two 
classes — Protestant  landlords  without  any 
legal  responsibility,  and  Cathobc  helots 
without  any  civil  rights.  There  was  no- 
thing which  tbe  one  could  not  inflict,  and 
Qotbing  which  tbe  other  was  not  forced 
to  endure.  These  laws  had  happily  ceased 
to  exist;  hut  not  tbe  feelings  out  of  which 
they  arose.  They  bad  hod  the  titlio  war 
and  tbe  church  cess  war  since  tbe  Eman- 
cipation Act,  and  now  land  was  the  pro- 
minent subject  of  contest.  The  bailitf  hod 
taken  the  place  of  the  tithe  proctor,  but 
the  conflict  was  essentially  the  same.  And 
what  did  tbe  Government  propose  to  do  ? 
Why,  once  more  to  coerce  the  people.  All 
the  facts  which  he  bad  stated  were  ad- 
mitted to  be  true;  but  ho  was  told  that 
before  a  remedy  could  be  devised  for  them, 
the  authority  of  the  law  must  be  vindi- 
cated. The  Legislature  could  not  allow  Ire- 
land to  he  governed  by  a  tyranny  worse  than 
the  Westphalian  Vehmgericht.  A  man  could 
not  dismiss  his  servant  but  he  was  called 
to  account  by  secret  and  irresponsible 
judges.  A  man  could  not  deal  honestly 
with  tbe  labourers  whom  he  superintended 
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except  at  the  risk  of  his  life.  He  admitted 
that  this  was  a  state  of  things  wbicti  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  endure.  He  would 
go  as  far  as  any  man  to  put  it  down.  Ho 
did  not  care  what  unpopularity  might  at- 
tach to  the  remedial  measure — he  was  pre- 
pared to  go  with  Government,  if  they  conid 
show  him  that  they  were  ready  to  grapple 
not  only  with  the  crimiual,  but  with  the 
oanaes  of  his  crime.  He  admitted  that  the 
present  atato  of  things  was  fatal  to  the 
peace  of  the  country  ;  that  it  was  fatal  to 
the  interests  of  the  peasantry  themselves ; 
and  that  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  huma- 
nity to  allow  it  to  last  one  moment  longer. 
But  they  came  back  to  the  question  of 
what  was  the  remedy.  What  hod  they 
done  in  previous  years  ? — what  had  they 
done  in  the  matter  of  tithes  ?  First,  they 
tried  coercion  and  the  collection  of  tithes 
by  the  army  and  the  police.  Well,  that 
did  not  answer.  Iq  1834  a  return  was 
obtained,  showing  that  at  the  expense  of 
12,000f„  801.  or  90?.  of  arrcarB  had  been 
collected.  CocrcLonhad  not  answered  there, 
at  all  events.  Well,  what  did  they  do  next  ? 
They  altered  the  law  ;  they  converted  the 
tithes  into  a  rent  charge  ;  they  transfer- 
1^  the  liability  from  the  tenant  to  the 
landlord;  and  ciperienco  had  proved  that 
this  was  one  of  the  most  wholesome 
and  effectual  reforms  ever  made  in  Ire- 
land  up  to  the  present  day.  Then  there 
was  the  church  cess.  As  long  as  they 
insisted  on  collecting  that,  it  formed  a 
perpetual  source  of  bickering  and  animo- 
uty  between  the  eatabUshed  clergy  and  the 
people;  but  at  length  the  late  Colonial  Se- 
cretary (Lord  Stadcy)  brought  in  a  Bill  to 
change  tho  law.  Ho  admitted  that  thi 
church  cess  was  "  a  galling  blister"  upon 
the  Catholics,  which  no  British  Govom- 
mont  ought  to  have  imposed.  They  did 
away  mih  it;  and  from  tluit  day  to  this  thei 
bad  never  heard  a  word  more  about  chnrcl 
cess  war.  On  both  of  tiicse  points  tho 
Government  were  unable  to  vindicate  the 
law  as  some  people  wished  to  see  it  vindi- 
cated ;  and  thev  yielded  and  gave  tho  points 
up,  because  tncy  felt  that  though  they 
were  law  they  wore  not  justice.  They 
were  aware  that  thoy  were  law-makers, 
and  that  they  were  bound  to  make  the 
laws  just.  They  admitted  Lord  Chatham' 
distinction  between  law  and  right.  Lord 
Chatham  truly  said  that  these  were  not 
always  the  same  thing — ^that  the  cobwebs 
of  the  law  were  aomctimes  spun  over  thi 
question  of  right  until  they  obscured  pliui 
common  sense,  and  diat  il  was  Hie  doty  of 


the  Legislature  to  brush  them  away.  They 
were  hound  to  deal  with  the  disease,  and  sot 
merely  with  the  symptoms  of  the  disease. 
He  wanted  to  probe  this  question  to  the  bot- 
tom— to  goto  the  root  of  it — without  which 
they  never  would  be  able  to  apply  a  proper 
remedy.  He  believed  that  nothing  but  a 
sense  of  the  grossest  injustico  could  bond 
a  whole  people  together  against  the  law 
—and  the  Irish  people  were  banded  ttt- 
gethor  against  the  law— o  large  propor- 
tion of  them  at  all  events  were  so.  He 
admitted  thot  the  Irish  people  were  na- 
turally a  moral  people,  as  compared  with 
tho  people  of  this  country — a  people,  of 
whom  Mr.  NichoU  had  said  with  truth 
during  a  famine  in  Donegal,  "  the  people 
starved  hut  would  not  steal."  He  be- 
lieved crimes  against  property  were  rare, 
and  that  attacks  upon  ufo  almost  all  arose 
out  of  the  contest  about  land.  He  was 
quite  prepared  to  take  strong  measures 
against  crime  ;  but  he  wished  the  cause  to 
be  removed — and  they  had  traced  the  cause 
to  the  pressure  of  Uie  population  on  the 
means  of  subsistence.  They  found  that  in 
Ireland  no  man  could  live  without  land,  and 
that  this  grievance  was  pressing  more  and 
more  upon  the  population,  until  it  led  to 
violence  and  outrage.  They  must  grapple 
with  it,  if  they  wished  to  make  their  inter- 
ference effectual.  He  recollected  that  Mr. 
Nimmo,  an  engineer  of  great  eminence, 
when  advocating  a  better  mode  of  regu- 
lating the  relations  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  was  asked  by  one  of  the  Peers  present, 
"What!  yon  a  free  trader,  and  not  the  advo- 
cate of  tree  trade  in  land  ?  "  "  If  there  is  a 
free  trade  in  land  in  Ireland,"waB  the  reply, 
"  there  must  .bo  a  free  trade  in  gunpow- 
der." Why  was  the  north  oflreland  more 
tranquil  than  the  south  t  It  was  because 
in  the  north  the  people  enjoyod  the  protec- 
tion of  the  tenant-right.  He  was  no  ad- 
mirer of  tho  tenant-right,  which  he  con- 
sidered as  a  clumsy  substitute  for  good 
laws  ;  but  he  believed  that  as  matters  at 
present  stood  in  Ireland,  it  was  indispen- 
sably necessary  for  the  protection  of  tito 
people,  and  that  it  was,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, the  cause  of  the  tranquillity  which 
existed  in  the  north.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  {Sir  J.  Graham)  seemed  to  donbt 
the  truth  of  this  aasertiou;  but  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  believed  that  tiie  fact  was  indis- 
putable. Now,  he  thought  the  real  ques- 
tion for  Parliament  to  consider  was,  as 
to  what  should  be  the  remedy  far  this 
state  of  tilings  !     Many  snggestioiia  had 
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been  tbrovn  out.  A  noble  and  leaned 
Lord  in  another  place  had  recommend- 
ed as  a  remedy,  the  absolute  inriolability 
of  the  rights  of  ownership.  Now,  this, 
to  hia  mind,  seemed  abBolnte  nonBoiiBe, 
when  it  was  the  abase  of  the  rights  of 
ownersbip  to  which  every  disturbance 
might  be  traced.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  agreed 
with  another  noble  Lord  (Lord  Fitzwil- 
liam]  who  said  that  it  was  very  unwiee 
to  inquire  too  narrowly  into  the  question 
of  proprietorahip  in  Ireland,  and  tnat  the 
best  security  for  the  landlords  was  to 
bring  their  rights  into  harmony  with  the 
interests  of  the  people.  He  would  force 
the  landlords  to  deal  with  the  Irish  people 
as  they  would  be  obliged  to  do  if  they  had 
not  the  power  of  England  to  fall  hack 
upon.  He  objected  to  the  present  Bill, 
because  it  would  not  do  this,  and  because  it 
would  confound  the  innocent  with  the 
guilty;  because  it  would  enable  a  magis- 
trate to  lay  hands  npon  any  person  who 
happened  to  be  obnoxiona,  and  rid  the 
country  of  him,  by  acts  which  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  was  sorry  to  say  were  but  too  well 
understood  in  Ireland.  The  clearance  sys- 
tem, against  which  there  hod  been  an 
unanimous  eipresaion  of  feeling  in  that 
House,  particularly  against  the  wholesale 
instances  which  had  recently  occurred — 
the  clearance  system  would  find  in  this 
Bill  invaluable  support;  and  he  was  sure 
that,  if  that  system  went  on,  in  spite  of 
the  warnings  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  (Sir  J.  Graham]  had  given 
to  the  parties  who  were  carrying  it  out — 
if  that  system  went  on,  his  hon.  Friend 
near  him  (Hr.  W.  S.  O'Brien]  would  find 
^-althongh  he  did  not  wish  it—^  new  and 
powerfiil  argument  in  &vour  of  Repeal. 
One  object  of  their  legislation  should  be 
to  render  the  Irish  cottier  or  hrmer  secure 
in  the  occupation  of  the  land.  He  (Mr. 
Ward)  woula  take  away  the  power  of  eject- 
ment and  distress,  except  in  cases  where 
the  land  was  let  upon  lease;  he  would  give 
facilities  for  breaking  up  encumbered  es- 
tates which  were  barred  against  improve- 
ment; and  he  would  deal  largely  with 
waste  lands.  He  believed  that  there  was 
a,  middle  class  ready  to  spring  into  exist- 
ence the  moment  they  were  offered  land 
upon  reoHonahle  terras;  and  he  thought 
there  was  a  noble  field  for  the  exertions  of 
this  middle  class  in  the  cultivation  of  ii 
prorable  waste  lands.  He  did  not  think 
there  was  any  deficiency  of  capital  in  Ire- 
land for  this  pnrpose.  He  was  no  lawyer, 
and  could  not  say  what  course  should  be 


adopted  for  working  this  plan;  but  the 
practicability  of  it  was  admitted  by  men 
'ho  had  the  best  knowledge  of  Ireland. 
k.  middle  class  like  that  to  which  he  refer- 
ed  would  form  the  best  basis  for  an  im- 
proved franchise,  as  weU  as  for  improved 
Lcipal  institutions.  He  believed  also 
that  it  would  be  the  best  cure  for  absen- 
teeism; and  although  he  considered  that 
the  economical  evils  of  absenteeism  were 
exaggerated  by  some  of  his  hon.  Friends, 
he  admitted  that  its  moral  evik  could 
hardly  be  exaggerated.  The  riffht  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretaty  at  War  had  told 
them  that  the  cure  for  those  evils  lay  with 
tlie  next  generation;  hut  Lord  G,  Hill's 
recent  pubucation  (FaeU  from  Otendore) 
affiirded  the  most  signal  proof  that,  even 
in  the  short  space  of  seven  years,  the 
efforts  of  a  resident  landlord  of  moderate 
means,  but  guided  by  good  sense,  good 
temper,  and  sound  judgment,  might  bo 
crowned  with  complete  success.  He  might 
he  told  that  there  were  other  things  which 
Parliament  must  be  prepared  to  do,  if  it 
meant  to  pacify  Ireland.  He  knew  it;  hut 
the  worst  evils  were  clearly  social  evils ;  and 
he  thonght  that  their  cure  could  not  be 
effected  by  political  remedies.  Increase  of 
the  franchise  and  Church  reform,  much  as 
they  might  severally  be  wanted,  would  not 
of  themselves  be  sufficient.  It  vras  the 
custom  with  many  to  lay  all  the  erils  of 
Ireland  at  the  door  of  the  Government; 
hut  it  wasmoreeasy  todo  this  than  toprove 
the  truth  of  the  imputation.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  attributed  the  social 
evils  of  Ireland,  the  poverty  of  the  people, 
and  the  absence  of  enterprise,  to  the  want 
of  that  capital  which  in  England  was  so 
abundant.  But  Dr.  Kane,  whose  book 
was  often  quoted  in  Conciliation-hall,  and 
who  deserved  to  bo  relied  on  for  his  im- 
partiality and  acquaintance  with  his  sub- 
ject, told  a  very  different  story.  He 
said,  in  his  admirable  work  on  the  /niftu- 
trial  Reiowreet  of  Ireland — 

"  Then  ii  another  oirounutBUoe,  m  popului; 
counted  on  as  a  most  material  obstacle  to  tbe 
development  of  Induitrj  !□  Ireland,  that  I  cannot 
leave  the  aubject  without  briefly  adverting  to  it ; 
that  it,  th«  vnnt  of  capital.  Thii  haa  been  the 
bugbear  of  Mah  entaipriM  far  manf  f  can.  Eag- 
land  bai  capital — Ireland  hu  not — therefore  Eng- 
land is  rich  and  indusCrioui,  and  Ireland  i>  poor 
and  idle.  But  where  waa  the  capital  when  Gng- 
lAnd  b«gan  to  grow  rich  t  tt  na  tbe  Induntr; 
that  madg  the  ca|Htal,  not  Uis  capital  the  indnatrr. 
An  idle  or  ignorant  man  will  loae  his  capital, 
when  an  actiye  and  intelligent  man  will  create  a 
capital.  We  leave  our  fields  in  bnrrcnneaa,  our 
mine*  n&Hughtr,  onr  powers  i^  motion  unapplied, 
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waiting  for  English  capital. 
iDtcilijpnce  is  opitnl :  coir 
more  than  doable  the  sma 
With  nich  capital  Enfluid 


brgiin.  and  are  in  P 


It,  there  vill  bo  no  lack 

disposal.    The  Ciult 

ourBCtvei.     The  absence 


not  in  the  countr}-, 

of  gucceufnl  enl^rprne  u  owmg  tt 
we  do  not  know  bow  to  succeed  ;  w( 
actiritj,  we  arc  not  deficient  in  mental  power,  but 
wo  want  special  industrial  knowledge.  England, 
which  in  abtolule  education  and  in  general  moral- 
it7  is  below  ug,  notwilbsUnding  our  criminal  vio- 
lenee,  i>  far  above  us  in  industrial  knowledge. 
Tbe  man  who  knows  not  how  to  read  or  write, 
wbo  has  ncTcr  been  at  church,  who  nOTCr  taught 
his  child  to  reverence  the  namo  or  his  Creator, 
will  be  a  perfect  master  of  his  trade." 
He  (Mr.  Ward)  quite  agreed  with  Dr. 
Kbuc.  Uc  repeated  that,  in  Iiis  opinion, 
political  change  was  no  cure  for  social 
enU.  Ab  matter  of  feeling,  the  political 
qucstiona  aSectiog  Ireland  were  of  the 
most  importance;  the  Church  question, 
particular,  was  ono  of  that  magnitude 
and  urgency  that  it  could  not  be  much 
lou^r  neglected  by  statesmen  deserring 
of  the  name.  But  those  qu 
of  Beccmdary  importance  to  the  social  quea- 
tions  involved  in  the  present  condition  of 
Ireland.  If  it  was  desired  to  secure 
the  rights  of  property  in  that  country, 
a  bettor  i&ode  could  not  be  adopted 
than  to  secure  to  the  great  body  of  the 
people  the  means  of  existence.  Uc  knew 
the  difficulty  of  legislating  on  such 
tioua;  but  he  maintained,  before  they  agmu 
had  recourse  to  this  coarse  and  vulgar  < 
pcdiciit  of  coercion,  tliey  wero  bound 
remove  all  the  existing  bars  to  the  industry 
of  the  Irish  people,  to  throw  open  a  larger 
field  for  the  exertions  of  the  popuUtii 
and  to  remove  those  restraints  on  their 
industry  and  enterprise  which 
seated  hy  the  present  state  of  the  law  with 
respect  to  landed  property.  If  these  ob- 
jects were  accomplished — if  these  things 
were  first  done — he  should  then  be  pre- 
pared to  go  along  with  the  Government  in 
any  measurea,  however  strong,  to  put  down 
crime,  because  he  conceived  that  he  would 
then  be  doing  what  would  be  best  for  the 
interest  of  the  Irish  peasantry  themselves, 
and  that  then  they  would  see  the  country 
in  a  peaceful  and  flonrishing  state. 

Mr.  VEUNON  smith  said,  that  as 
none  of  the  legal  functionaries  of  the  Go- 
vernment  then  present  exhibited  the  least 
sign  of  an  intention  to  address  the  House 
on  the  most  important  question  of  law 
before  them,  and  as  nono  of  the  Irish 
supporters  uf  tbe  right  hou.  Gentleman 


opposite  had  risen  to  say  one  word  in 
behalf  of  the  present  Bill,  he,  as  an 
Enghah  Member,  preferred  to  incur  the 
charge  of  want  of  information,  presumption, 
and  ignorance,  rather  than  &at  of  reck- 
lessness and  indifference  by  giving  a  silent 
vote.  He  could  not  quite  agree  with  the 
hen.  Gentleman  who  had  last  spoken,  in 
thinking  it  was  moat  desirable  that  mea- 
sures for  the  prevention  and  stoppage  of 
crime  should  be  preceded  by  measures  tuT 
the  redress  of  those  grievances  from  which 
Clime  was  bcheved  to  originate.  He 
thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  check 
the  career  of  crime,  before  they  attempted 
to  redress  the  causes  of  it.  When  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  charged  with  the 
grave  responsibility  of  office,  made  a  state- 
ment in  that  House  crying  out  "  murder" 
and  "fire,"  and  exciting  tbe  feeliags  of 
hen.  Meml>ers  to  a  very  great  degree,  there 
was  some  danger  that  many  of  them  would 
find  themselves  carried  away  by  the  heat 
of  the  moment  to  give  a  vote  of  which  their 
judgments,  on  cool  reSection,  would  not 
approve.  £ut  for  himself,  he  must  say,  be 
was  not  able  in  any  way  to  connect  the 
statement  of  the  riglit  hon.  Gentleman  with 
the  remedy  which  he  proposed  for  the  evils 
to  be  removed.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  in  Ireland  juries  could  not  be 
found  to  convict,  nor  witnesses  to  give 
evidence ;  and  yet  the  Bill  proposed  to 
act  by  the  Tory  juries  which  were  de- 
clared to  be  inefficient,  and  its  objects  wero 
to  be  effected  hy  tbe  very  means  which 
were  said  to  bo  inadequate.  There  was  no 
proposition  for  a  change  of  venue ;  no  al- 
teration to  meet  the  evils  complained  of. 
He  could  have  better  understood  the  intro- 
duction of  a  harsher  measure  than  the 
present — harsh  as  it  certainly  was — as 
being  more  likely  to  put  down  crime  in 
Ireland.  Ho  could  understand  the  argu- 
ment that  the  state  of  things  in  Ireland 
was  so  dlsorganiied  and  desperate  that  the 
House  must  depart  from  the  practice  of  the 
Constitution,  in  order  to  find  a  remedy;  but 
he  could  not  understand  the  object  of  a 
Bill  like  the  present,  which  appeared  cal- 
culated rather  to  irritate  than  to  intimidate. 
The  manner  in  which  it  had  been  conducted 
in  its  progress  though  the  House  was,  in  his 
opinion,  very  peculiar,  and  savoured  some- 
what of  levity.  He  could  hardly  think  the 
Government  had  any  serious  opinion  as  to 
necessity  for  tho  measure,  if  ho  were 
to  judge  from  tho  course  they  had  taken 
respecting  it.     It  had  not  been  pressed 
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through  the  House  of  Lonln  with  that  liaste 
that  would  have  argued  the  belief  of  ita 
supporters  io  its  immediate  necessity.  No 
Standing  Orders  had  been  auependcd  to 
give  it  place,  nor  had  any  steps  been  taken 
which  might  have  evinced  its  sudden  emer- 
geaey  ;  hut  it  came  down  to  that  IlouHe  in 
the  usual  course,  like  any  ordinary  mea- 
sure. The  real  opinions  of  persons  were 
sometimes  better  shown  by  slight  circum- 
stances, than  by  formal  statements  of  sen- 
timent ;  and  be  could  not  help  alluding  to 
the  easy  way  in  which  the  fourteen  yeai's' 
transportation  clause  had  heen  treated  in 
its  passage  through  the  Upper  House. 
When  a  noble  Lord,  in  a  veiy  quiet  man- 
ner, objected  to  the  severity  of  that  clause, 
the  noble  Lord  who  had  the  condnct  of  the 
Bill,  in  the  most  gentle  and  easy  way  ima- 
ginable, at  once  struck  off  seven  years 
from  the  period.  Was  that  a  way  in  which 
a  Cabinet  Minister — a  man  charged  with  a 
grave  responsihihty  in  affixing  the  amount 
of  punishment  to  bo  awarded  to  crime, 
ehould  deal  with  so  important  a  subject  ? 
He  thought  the  measure  most  objectionable, 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  bod  been  con- 
durted  through  the  House,  and  from  its 
spirit  and  details.  It  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  something  should  be  done  to 
put  a  stop  to  crime.  At  the  same  time  it 
hod  been  evident  throughout  the  discusston, 
that  great  advances  had  been  made  in  the 
spirit  in  which  the  causes  of  crime  in  Ire- 
land had  been  treated  iu  that  House.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  certainly  had  alluded 
to  the  representation  ;  but  he  [Mr.  Vernon 
Smith)  did  not  suppose  the  hon.  Member,  or 
any  one  else,  imagined  that  a  single  murder 
had  ever  been  committed  in  order  to  secure 
another  Member  for  Ireland.  Religion 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  matter.  Much 
as  he  felt  respecting  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  Church,  he  was  happy  to  think  that 
it  was  not  mixed  up  with  the  question  of 
Irish  crime.    Discarding  any  coosiderati 
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giouB  nature,  it  was  evident  that  the  House 
must  betake  themselves  more  assiduously 
than  ever  to  inquire  into  the  occupation  of 
land  in  Ireland.  People  in  this  country 
were  apt  to  say  that  the  Irish  committed 
terrible  crimes  for  very  slight  reasons,  ond 
exclaimed  against  the  horror  of  shooting  a 
man  because  he  took  a  piece  of  land  from 
which  another  had  been  ejected;  but  it 
must  he  recollected  that  in  Ireland  land 
was  money.  It  was  the  only  means  of 
procuring  subsistence  which  the  inhabitants 
possessed.     All  the  crimes  committed  in 


this  country  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
money,  and  from  causes  connected  witii 
pecuniary  considerations,  in  Irehind  were 
entirely  resolved  into  crimes  connected  with 
land.  When  the  question  of  landlord  and 
tenant  had  been  alluded  to,  the  right  hou. 
Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
portment exclaimed,  "  Hush  !  you  must 
not  mention  that  subject !  you  will  only 
excite  ill-feeling  and  disturbance  if  you  do. 
He  thought  that  injunction  came  very  badly 
from  a  Member  of  that  Government  which 
had,  as  he  behoved,  so  properly  issued  a 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  relations 
of  landlord  and  tenant,  and  on  the  Report 
of  that  Commission  hod  introduced  a  Bill 
so  ill  devised  that  it  had  been  rejected 
on  its  first  stage.  To  that  question, 
however,  the  House  must  come,  and  from 
it  they  must  not  shrink.  When  one 
talked  of  land  in  Ireland,  it  should  be  con- 
sidered how  different  were  the  conditions 
by  which  it  was  held  in  various  parts  of 
that  country.  Some  lands  were  badly  ma- 
naged; others  were  in  as  high  a  state  of 
culture  OS  any  in  England.  There  were 
three  questions  which  bore  upon  landed 
property  in  general.  The  first  was  the 
relief  of  lie  able-bodied  poor— the  second 
was  the  clearance  system — -and  the  third 
was  the  tenant-right.  If  the  first  were  to 
be  established,  the  House  should  be  pre- 
pared to  discuss  the  propriety  of  permitting 
such  a  charge  upon  property,  to  prevent 
such  occurrences  as  had  recently  taken 
place.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  statements  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  respecting  the  clear- 
ances on  the  Gerrard  property,  declared 
he  would  he  prepared  to  toke  legal  steps 
to  prevent  such  things.  That  would  cer- 
tainly he  a  great  interference  with  the 
rights  of  property;  but  the  House  was 
bound  to  consider  it,  because  no  man  could 
be  permitted  to  do  things  at  which  hu- 
manity shuddered,  on  the  plea  that  the  land 
was  his,  and  that  he  would  do  as  be  liked 
with  bis  own.  Whilst  the  House,  however, 
professed  a  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  cte.ar- 
ancB  system,  they  had  made  the  facilities 
for  ejection  greater  in  that  country  than 
in  England.  He  could  not  view  with  any 
admiration  the  establishment  of  the  tenant- 
right,  for  if  it  were  to  be  extended  univer- 
sally to  all  parts  of  Ireland,  it  would,  in 
his  opinion,  amount  to  a  confiscation  of 
one-third,  or  rather  one-half  the  property 
of  the  conntry.  Where  it  already  existed, 
as  in  Ulster,  it  might  be  sanctioned  by 
law,  u  it  wag  now  by  custom ;  but  it  would 
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be  moBt  unjust  to  extend  this  right,  wbick 
WAB  Talned  at  10,  15,  or  even  17}  jeara 
rent,  to  all  parts  of  Irelaad.  The  phrase 
in  England  did  not  bear  an  analogoui 
meaning,  and  was  restricted  to  mean  the 
value  of  improTements  effected  bj  the 
tenant  in  his  farm.  Each  of  these  three 
remedies,  then,  involved  immense  inter- 
ference with  the  extreme  rights  of  pro- 
perty, if  Buch  extreme  rights  deserved  the 
name  of  property.  Every  Paper  laid  on 
the  Table  of  that  House  contained  some 
suggestion  which  would  serye  Ireland, 
were  it  only  carried  out.  In  reading  the 
Report  of  tite  Tidal  Harbour  CommiasioD, 
he  was  struck  by  the  expressioa  that 
"  Cork  Harbour  had  been  the  victim  of 
half  measures."  He  feared  that  the  ap- 
plication of  the  phrase  might  he  extended 
from  Cork  harbour  to  everything  connected 
with  Irish  affaira,  and  that  Ireland  had 
been  too  often  the  victim  of  similar  half 
measures.  When  the  ban.  Member  who 
hod  last  spoken  alluded  in  terms  of  com- 
mendation to  the  conduct  of  Lord  Or.  Uill, 
he  forgot  to  state  that  the  exertions  of  the 
noble  Lord  had  not  been  expended  on  his 
hereditary  patrimony,  but  that  he  had  pur- 
chased the  23,000  acres  of  land  which  he 
had  BO  wonderfully  aad  creditably  improved. 
In  the  account  of  his  efforts,  which  was  not 
less  amuung  than  extraordinary,  it  appear- 
ed that  he  found  the  land  divided  in  the 
most  curious  manner.  The  wretched  sys- 
tem of  rundale  was  in  full  force.  Every 
tenant  was  supposed  to  have  a  bit  of  good, 
B  bit  of  middhng,  and  a  bit  of  bad  land  in 
the  portion  he  held,  which  was  known  by 
the  name  of  "a  cow's  grass."  That  por- 
tion did  not  nearly  amount  to  an  acre;  it 
was  divided  into  four  parts,  and  each  of 
those  parts  was  eubdirided  into  four  parts 
called  cleats,  and  this  ayatem  of  minute 
division  offered  the  greatest  obstacle  to 
any  improvement.  In  his  attempts  to  alter 
that  system.  Lord  Qeorge  Hill  met  with 
great  opposition,  sometimes  with  violence 
— but  by  energy  and  perseverance  he  over- 
came it  all.  Not  only  did  this  division 
exist  in  land,  but  it  was  extended  to  ani- 
mals. There  was  an  amusing  account  of 
a  man  who  had  a  share  in  a  horse  along 
with  three  othere.  The  man  came  and 
complained  to  the  magistrate  that  during  a 
certiun  period  he  had  shod  the  fourth  hoof 
throe  times,  whilst  his  partners  had  not  shod 
their  respective  hoof  at  all;  and  he  begged 
that  the  magistrate  might  grant  him  some 
means  of  redress  for  bis  injuries.  The 
people  had  ptunted  their  own  condition  in 


"  You  landlords  all,  I  praj  draw  near, 

A  oomical  itorj  you  aoon  aball  hear, 

Of  a  propert;  situate  in  Donegal, 

Held  by  a  bundred  tenants  in  all, 

And  oocli  huTing  seven  young  brnti  to  Sqnalt. 

•'  Although  each  &nn  was  in  rundale, 
To  divide  each  plot  they  would  not  &il 
With  son  or  daughter,  a;e,  or  mother. 
With  either  uncle,  aunt,  or  brother  ; 
And  thug  Cbey  divided  with  one  aaother. 
Although  each  holding  would'nt  feed  an  als. 
It  went  by  the  name  of  the  cov'g  grass. 
For  Ihave  had  (wo,  Tcague  two  and  a  bal( 
Manus  five-eights,  and  Marger;  a  half. 
Each  portion  was  only  the  breadth  ofa  staff,"  4c. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  Lord  G.  Hill 
had  to  contend  with.  Ho  redivided  the 
land  he  purchased,  and  though  he  was  op- 
posed at  first,  eventually  he  was  appUed  to 
by  those  persons  who  held  by  the  old  run- 
dale system  to  divide  their  lands  also.  He 
offered  premiums  for  neat  whitewashed 
cottages.  In  the  first  year  no  one  applied 
for  them.  In  the  second  year  there  were 
forty,  and  in  the  third  year  200  competi- 
tors. Surely  the  conduct  of  this  noble 
Lord,  in  improring  an  estate  aciiuired  by 
purchase,  the  tenants  on  which  had  no 
claim  on  him,  should  be  imitated  hy  those 
who  had  patrimonies  and  estates  to  attend 
to.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  eondirion 
of  Ireland  woidd  and  must  he  unhappy,  as 
long  as  they  were  ready  to  pass  permanent 
measures  for  her  temporary  calamities,  and 
to  meet  her  permanent  evils  with  tempo- 
rary measures.  As  regarded  his  vote  that 
night,  the  conduct  of  Government  had 
placed  him  in  a  most  awkward  position, 
because  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that 
something  ought  not  to  be  done  to  put  an 
end  to  crime  in  Ireland,  and  it  would  be  a 
most  unusual  course,  with  that  conviction 
on  his  mind,  were  he  to  vote  against  the 
first  reading  of  this  Bill,  after  it  came 
down  from  the  Lords.  He  would,  how- 
ever, reserve  to  himself  the  right  of  oppos- 
ing any  portion  of  it  he  conceived  to  bo  ob- 
jectionable in  its  future  stages  and  in  Com- 
mittee, and  it  was  only  with  that  explana- 
tion that  he  would  give  his  vote  for  the 
first  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  M.  gore  supported  the  Bill.  As 
it  was  his  intention  to  vote  for  the  first 
reading  of  the  measure,  he  was  anxious  to 
explain  the  reasons  that  induced  him  to  do 
BO.  It  was  founded  on  the  principle  that 
there  was  something  in  the  state  of  Ireland 
which  did  imperatively  require  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Government  and  of  the 
Legislature.     To  that  principle  he  ftdly 
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long  before,  had  pointed  out  the  tmufer 
of  the  surploB  populatioa  from  England  u 
a  remedy  for  the  deficiencj  of  the  popula- 
tion in  Ireland.  The  Irish  labourers  were 
not,  generally  speaking,  so  well  advanced 
as  the  English  in  bilustrial  knowledge ; 
and  in  illustration  of  what  might  be  done 
to  Btimulate  improvement  in  that  respect, 
he  might  refer  to  a  Btatement  which  he 
had  read  in  reference  to  the  employment 
of  Irish  and  Englisli  labourers  on  certain 
pubhc  works.     Many  hundreds  of  Irish- 


adhered ;  and  it  was  one  to  whieh  no  person 
who  took  an  impartial  view  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  could  for  a  moment 
object.  In  assenting  to  the  fii'st  reading 
of  a  Bill  such  as  the  present,  the  House 
would  approve  of  a  measure  which  varied 
from  the  strict  principles  of  constitutional 
government.  There  was,  however,  some- 
thing in  the  condition  of  Ireland  which 
required  extraordinary  measures;  and  they 
had  the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke  for  ac- 
knowledging the  influence  of  circumstances 
in  determining  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  related  to  the  social  and  poli- 
tical condition  of  a  country.  A  disposition 
had  been  shown  by  a  portion  of  the  Irish 
people  to  shelter  assaBsination ;  and  hence 
it  had  been  found  necessary  to  propose  the 
present  measure.  Concurring,  as  he  did, 
in  its  objects,  he  gave  his  most  decidei^ 
support  to  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill*; 
and  would,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  advert  to  a  few  of  the  points  which 
had  been  rused  in  the  course  of  the  debate. 
It  was  their  duty  to  maintain  the  supre- 
macy and  majesty  of  the  law ;  to  take  care 
that  it  should  be  fairly,  impartially,  yet 
firmly,  administered ;  to  see  that  all  parties 
without  distinction,  Protestant  or  Catholic, 

Eriest  or  layman,  should  be  compelled  to 
end  in  submission  before  the  authority  of 
the  law.  It  waa  their  duty  to  see,  not 
only  that  the  law  should  be  obeyed,  but 
that  it  should  be  respected.  While,  then, 
he  was,  on  the  one  hand,  determined  to 
support  the  principles  of  the  measure ;  he 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  prepared  to  express 
his  conviction  tliat  any  measures  which 
could  be  brought  forward  to  promote  the 
social  and  pohticsl  welfare  of  Ireland  ought 
to  command  the  acquiescence  of  that  House. 
He  was  very  much  dispoBcd  to  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Ward) 
in  thinking  that  the  evils  under  which  that 
eonntry  laboured  were  social  rather  than 
political.  Ab  regarded  surplus  population, 
he  admitted  it  to  be  a  great  evil ;  but  it 
was  a  singular  fact,  that  if  they  looked  back 
to  previous  periods  of  Irish  history,  they 
Wonld  find  tiie  complaint  then  generally 
made  was  not  that  there  was  an  excess  of 
population,  but  a  deficiency;  and  it  was 
curions  to  trace  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  surplus  population  of  the  western 
coast  of  England  woh  transferred  to  Ireland 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  wants  of 
the  latter.  The  allusion  of  Dean  Swift  to 
the  emigration  of  people  from  Chester  to 
Ireland,  might  be  in  tho  recollection  of 
some  hon.  Qontleman;   and  Lwd  Bacon, 


worked  elowl;  and  ineff^tually ;  EngliMi 
labourers  were  introduced  who  were  paid 
1(.  6d.  per  day.  The  Irish  struck  work, 
and  demanded  that  all  should  have  Is.  6(1. 
a  day.  The  English  feared  for  their  lives. 
The  poUce  and  military  were  called  out, 
and  the  affair  might  have  ended  in  a  scene 
of  blood,  adding  another  to  the  tales  of 
horrors  so  induatrioosly  circulated  about 
the  savageness  of  the  native  Irish.  At 
tluB  moment  one  of  the  principal  engmeera, 
an  Irishman,  respected  by  Uie  people  for 
his  abilitieB,  sad  esteemed  by  them  as  a 
countryman,  came  amongst  them,  and, 
penetiutbg  into  the  mass  of  excited  la- 
bourers, arrested  and  gave  into  custody  all 
the  ringleaders.  The  crowd  of  labourers 
would  not  do  him  an  injury.  He  then 
quietly  explained  to  them  that  the  English- 
men did  much  more  work,  and  deserved  to 
be  paid  higher ;  but  that  he  would  be  very 
wilUng  to  Becure  1j.  6d.  per  day  to  any 
man  who  would  do  aB  much  work  as  tha 
Englishmen,  and  more,  if  thej  could  do 
more.  He  proceeded  to  show  them,  that 
from  their  rude  way  of  manaf^ng  their 
tools  they  wasted  their  strength,  and  that 
by  umple  improvements  a  great  deal  of 
time  could  be  saved  in  their  operations. 
The  people  knew  and  trusted  him;  the 
poUce  and  mihtary  were  withdrawn ;  the 
whole  body  of  labonrera  went  to  work; 
and,  after  the  first  Saturday  night,  they 
found  that  without  combination  or  violence, 
they  could  earn  more  money  by  applying 
themselves  steadily  to  do  more  work.  An 
ter  some  weeks  there  were  very  few  of  Uia 
men  earning  less  than  1(.  M.,  and  many 
2«.  6d.  per  day.  Nor  was  that  a  solitary 
instance;  but  that  it  would  be  wearying 
the  House,  he  could  refer  to  other  accounts, 
all  tending  to  prove  that  the  Irish  people 
wonld  display  the  some  industry  as  the 
English,  if  they  had  the  game  knowledge ; 
properly  instructed,  they  would  make  as 
good  workmen  as  those  of  tiuB  country  or 
any  other.     An  eminent  Belgian  Miuisterf 


7C7 


Prottction  of  Life 


{COMMONS! 


{Iveland)  Bill— 


whon  enJcftvouring  to  impress  on  the  people 
of  Belgium  tlie  importsnco  of  industrial 
education,  pointed  out  the  contrast  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  attributed 
the  flourishing  condition  of  England,  com- 
pared with  the  deprcBacd  state  of  Ireland, 
to  the  superiority  of  the  former  country  in 
industrial  knowledge.  Major  Beamish,  of 
Cork,  gave  the  same  testimony ;  he  stated 
that  the  want  of  capital  was  not  the  only 
cause  of  the  difficulty  of  farming  ;  eapital 
could  not  produce  its  full  effect  without 
knowledge  in  the  application  of  it :  with 
proper  instruction  he  thought  the  present 
amount  of  capital  might  be  made  to  produce 
fourfold.  For  this  reason,  they  ought  to 
promote  as  much  as  possible  the  formation 
of  that  middle  class  in  Ireland,  who  would 
instruct  those  below  them,  and  the  want  of 
which  had  been  the  cause  of  so  many  evils. 
He  was  not,  however,  so  surprised  at  the 
absence  of  such  a  ctasa,  when  he  looked  at 
the  early  history  of  Ireland.  In  the  time 
of  Henry  tl.,  when  Ireland  waa  conquered, 
it  was  long  before  it  was  brought  under 
English  laws ;  factions  and  diTisions  con- 
tinued to  exist,  and  the  Brehon  laws  pre- 
vailed. Ireland  hod  not  had  the  same 
advantages  as  England.  In  the  time  of 
Charles  II.  great  jealousy  prevailed  in  this 
country  of  the  importation  of  cattle  from 
Ireland,  and  a  Bill  was  passed  to  prevent  it. 
The  people  not  being  allowed  to  export  their 
cattle  to  England,  Uiought  the  best  co 
they  could  take  was,  as  they  could  not  i 
their  sheep  away,  to  promote  the  woollen 
manufacture  at  home ;  they  did  so,  and 
in  the  reign  of  William  III.  a  great  jea- 
lousy arose  in  England  of  the  increase 
of  the  woollen  tra^e  in  Ireland,  which 
the  Government  checked  and  discouraged. 
Though  he  was  as  anxious  as  any  one  tc 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  it  war 
impossible  to  look  at  the  history  of  Ireland 
without  seeing  that  it  had  been  subje 
to  great  evils.  It  was  to  be  lamented  that 
Mr.  Pitt,  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  was 
prevented  from  carrying  into  effect  the 
measures  he  contemplated.  In  introducing 
the  measure  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Pitt  sud- 

"  1  Bay  that  Ireland  ia  aubjoct  to  great  and  de- 
plorable cvili  which  have  a  deep  root,  for  the;  lie 
m  the  nituation  of  the  country  itself  |  in  Che  pre- 
•ent  character,  muiDera,  and  habits  of  ita  inha- 
bitants ;  in  their  want  of  intelligence,  or,  in  other 
words,  their  iterance  ;  in  the  unnvaidable 
ration  between  certain  cUaaea :  in  the  itate  a. 
pert;  ;  in  iti  reli^ous  dietiactloDa :  in  the  nu 
which  bigoCrj  engendera  and  BUpontition 
and  chcri<hea.  The  stale  of  aociet;  ii  >uch,  that 
law*,  hovprer  wiae  in  themaelvea,  will  be  in 
tsol  Bi  to  their  object  until  the  roaniMr*  aiu 


of  the  people  are  altered.  Men  are  in  a 
of  poverty,  in  which  it  ia  impoaiible  they  can 
sny  comfort.  The  progreaa  of  civiliuitian 
depends  in  a  groat  meaaure  on  the  diatrtbution 
of  wL^alth ;  the  improvement  of  thot  wealth  de- 
pends much  on  the  distribution  of  capital.  All 
the  advantagca  to  be  derived  from  an  increase  of 
ional  wealth  depend  much  on  Che  temper  of  the 
ibitantB.  Those  advantagea,  together  with  tho 
great  advantagD  of  mental  improvement,  are  all 
retarded  by  the  distractions  and  ditiaiona  of  party, 
by  the  blind  leal  and  frcniy  of  religioua  prejudicea, 
by  old  and  furious  bmily  teuda." 

this  passage  Mr.  Pitt  had  pointed  out 
the  causes  of  the  calamities  of  Ireland  ; 
those  evils  still  existed,  and  till  they  were 
remedied  it  would  be  in  vain  by  any  partial 
legislative  measures  to  attempt  to  restore 
permanent  peace.  One  curious  eireum- 
stance  proved  the  great  injury  caused  in 
Ireland  by  party  conflicts.  The  Dublin 
Society,  almost  in  its  very  foundation,  ap- 
plied itself  to  the  culture  of  flax;  and  aa 
irly  as  1739  published  papers  containing 
every  det^l  of  the  processes  as  laid  down 
at  the  present  time  ;  hut  up  to  a  recent 
period  those  rules  bad  been  inoperative, 
owing  to  the  unsettled  and  distracted  state 
of  the  country.  On  whatever  ground  the 
battle  of  party  might  hereafter  be  fought, 
he  hoped  that  Ireland  would  he  sacred ; 
that  country  had  been  too  long  the  scene 
of  party  conflict ;  he  hoped  bolJi  sides 
would  draw  a  veil  over  the  post,  and  anit« 
in  whatever  measures  might  be  necessary 
for  the  permanent  improvement  of  the 
country.  The  right  hon.  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  had  on  a 
former  occasion  remarked  on  the  efficacy 
of  public  works  ;  wherever  they  had  been 
earned  out  they  had  essentially  benefited 
Ireland.  Dr.  Kane  stated  several  in- 
stances.    Here  was  one  : — 

"  Clifden,  in  Connemara,  and  vicinity.  In  1615, 
eonCribulod  no  revenue ;  up  to  182S  Kareely  a 
■tone  of  oats  could  be  got.  In  1836  it  was  an 
eiport  town,  aending  out  800  tona  of  oatt,  and 
producing  to  the  revenue  annually  7,00W.  From 
the  expenditure  in  Connaught.  in  eleven  years,  of 
16O,OO0JL  in  public  workt,  the  increaaa  of  annual 
revenue  from  the  province  baa  become  eqaal  to 
the  entire  amount.  In  Cork,  Mr.  Griffltha  ex- 
pended 60,0001.  in  seven  yean,  and  an  annual  in- 
crcaae  of  cuatoms  and  eiciae  of  BOfiOOl.  was  de- 
rived from  pbwjes  benefited  by  tboae  works.  These 
should  not  be  called  granta  of  money,  but  invest- 
menta  of  capital,  with   realixation  at  enormous 

The  hon.  Gentleman  also  read  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  memorial  of  Mr, 
M'Kye,  a  teacher  in  the  National  School, 
presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  describ- 
ing the  state  of  tho  people  at  Qweedore, 
on  the  north-west  coast  of  Ireland  : — 
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"  Tben  ue  about  l.DOO  penaai ;  none  of  the 
Hurried  or  unnarricd  women  can  afford  mora  than 
one  ghifb,  and  n  groat  number  cannot  afford  anj  ; 
and  moro  than  one-half  of  both  men  and  women 
cannot  afford  ■faoea  to  their  feet,  nor  can  many  of 
them  ailbrd  a  leooad  bed,  but  whole  &miliei  of 
aona  and  daughters  of  mature  age  iadiaorinuDately 


-...td  but  with  meadow  rokei.  Their  famia 
■mall,  that  fhim  four  to  ten  &rmi  can  be  harrowed 
in  a  da;  with  one  rake.  Their  beds  are  itrair, 
green  and  dried  ruihei,  or  mountain  bent ;  their 
bedclothes  are  either  coarse  sheets,  or  no  sheets, 
and  lagged  filthy  blankets.  The  generality  of  the 
peasantry  are  on  the  small  allowanae  of  one  meal 
a  day,  and  many  fiimilies  cannot  afbrd  mora  than 
one  meal  in  two  days,  and  sometimes  one  meal 
in  three  days  ;  their  children  orying,  and  fiiinting 
with  hunger,  and  their  parenta  weeping,  being  tiill 
of  grief,  hunger,  debility,  and  dejeotion,  with 
gkxxny  aspect,  looking  at  their  chil^'en,  likely  to 
expira  in  the  jawa  of  slarration." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  also  read  a  Btatement 
of  the  BDCceBaful  efforts  made  bj  Lord 
Qeorge  Hill  on  tliis  very  property,  and 
wluch  had  removed  the  state  of  misery  al- 
luded to  in  the  memorial,  to  show  irhat 
might  be  done  if  the  people  were  pro- 
perly  instructed  to  exert  themselves  ;  and 
•aid,  that  though  the  question  had  so 
often  been  discussed,  yet  if  it  was  treat«d 
in  a  firm  and  temperate  manner,  he  be- 
Ueved  it  was  possible  to  raise  Ireland  to 
the  proud  position  she  onght  to  occupy  in 
the  scale  of  nations.  If  they  looked  at  the 
former  history  of  Scotland,  they  would 
find  accounts  of  distress  and  suffering  quite 
OS  great  as  that  of  Ireland  at  the  present 
time  ;  the  statements  of  Fletcher  of  Sal- 
toun  prored  this.  The  condition  of  the 
petmle  of  England  itself  at  earlier  periods 
baa  been  as  bad ;  there  was  nothing  pe- 
culiar in  the  state  of  Ireland  that  made  im- 
provement impossible.  The  state  of  things 
that  occasioned  such  distress  had  been 
snrmonnted  in  England  and  Scotland — 
why  shoold  it  not,  then,  be  surmounted 
in  Ireland?  Ho  remembered  a  beauti^l 
passage  of  Sonthey,  iUustratioz  the  poirer 
of  kindness  over  the  heart  of  the  poor. 
That  writer  stud— 

"  Juit  as  thn  tendrils  of  the  lea  anemone  open 
to  the  retnrniog  ware,  so  will  the  heart  of  the 
poor  man,  if  kindly  treated,  expand  beneath  that 
kindness." 

He  should  support  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  which  was  intended  to  maintun  the 
supremacy  of  the  law  ;  but  whatever  mea- 
sures might  be  proposed  for  the  political 
and  sociiJ  amelioration  of  IrelaQiT  should 
have  his  strenuous  support ;  and  any  Mi- 
nister who  should  direct  his  attention  to 
this  subject,  and  succeed  in  restoring  peace, 
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tranquillity,  aftd  happiness  to  that  long  af- 
flicted country,  would  gain  for  himself  a 
lasting  reputation,  and  go  down  to  pes- 

"  Equal  in  &mo  to  proudest  conquerors." 

Sir  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  that  as 
he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  vote  against 
the  first  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  as  he 
knew  he  should  lay  himself  open  to  much 
misrepresentation  in  so  doing,  he  b^ged 
to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  short  time.  If  he  wonted  a  proof  of 
the  lamentable  effect  which  legislation  hod 
hitherto  had  upon  Ireland,  he  should  find  it 
in  the  foot  that  after  a  connexion  of  some 
centuries,  and  a  legislative  union  of  half  a 
century,  the  House  of  Commons  were  now 
engaged  in  considering  a  measure  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  prevent  the  subjects  of 
Her  Majesty  from  appearing  out  of  their 
houses  between  sunset  and  sunrise.  But 
however  melancholy  this  state  of  things, 
he  admitted  that  if  crime  were  so  preva- 
lent in  Ireland,  Qovemment  were  bound  to 
ppiy  a  remedy.  But  first  it  was  incum- 
bent upon  them  to  prove  the  existence  of 
the  crime;  secondly,  if  it  did  exist,  that 
they  hod  exhausted  all  constitutional 
means  of  putting  a  stop  to  it;  and  thirdly, 
that  the  remedy  they  proposed  would  bo 
efficacious.  As  regarded  the  prevalence 
of  crime  in  certain  districts  of  Ireland,  it 
mnst  unfortunately  he  admitted  that  upon 
this  point  there  was  but  too  much  unani- 
mity on  all  sides  of  the  House.  This  he 
admitted  unreservedly,  and  he  could  assure 
the  House  that  he  bad  not  words  to  express 
'eelings  of  horror  with  which  he  viewed 
these  crimes.  Many  of  them  were  marked 
by  features  of  atrocity  so  repugnant  to 
the  Irish  character,  that  he  confessed  he 
felt  more  alarmed  at  this  fact  than  even  at 
the  frequency  of  the  crime  itself.  There 
were  unhappily  attendant  circumstances 
connect«d  with  these  crimes  which  proved 
to  him  that  the  demoralization  of  the  peo- 
ple must  have  proceeded  to  a  fearful  ex- 
tent before  such  deeds  could  have  been 
deugned  uid  perpetrated  in  such  a  coun- 
try as  Ireland.  He  alluded  to  the  unmanly 
outrages  which  of  late  years  had  been  oc- 
casionally committed  in  Ireland  on  aged 
and  unguarded  persons,  not  unfrequcntly, 
too  of  the  frailer  sex;  and  he  rcguJed  as 
not  the  least  aggravated  portion  of  such 
coses,  that  many  persons  stood  by  and 
looked  on  as  unconcerned  spectators  while 
those  scandalous  and  unmanly  outrages 
were  perpetrated.  All  who  knew  anything 
2C 
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had  Bednlonsly  avoided  aajinfr  a  ungic 
word  aa  to  the  mode  in  whieh  this  measare, 
intended  as  a  remedy  for  a  crying  enl,  was 
to  have  a  remedial  operation  by  checkiog 
the  progress  of  crime.  The  tight  hoa. 
GenUeman  the  Secretary  at  War  had  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  to  the  effect  that  the 
Bill  would  check  the  nocturnal  viaitingH  of 
the  evil  JiBposeil  ;  but  he  was  not  snffi- 
cieotlj  rash  to  express  an  opinion  to  the 
effect  that  it  would  stop  the  horrible  crime 
of  as nassi nation.  Indeed  that  point  ap- 
peared to  be  ^ven  up  on  all  hands.  Those 
deeds  of  blood  were  almost  invariablj  com- 
mitted in  the  blaze  of  noon-day;  and  how 
preposterous  was  the  expectation  that  the 
recurrence  of  deeds  committed  under  anch 
circumstances  would  be  prevented  by  lock- 
ing up  in  bis  cabin  between  smiset  and 
sunrise  the  reckless,  desperate  man  who 
was  bent  on  perpetrating  them  ?  The  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  bad  called 
the  attention  of  the  Iloaac  to  four  crimes 
of  a  deadly  hue  which  bad  been  recently 
perpetrated  in  Ireland;  but  it  was  worthy 
of  remark,  that  ccery  single  one  of  them 
was  committed  in  the  open  day.  It  was 
folly,  therefore,  to  e.<cpect  that  noon-daj 
assassination  could  be  checked  by  making 
prisoners  of  the  innocent  and  guilty  alike 
during  the  nirrht.  It  w&s  his  belief  tbat 
the  Bill  would  not  even  have  the  good  ef- 
fect of  preventing  the  itlcgat  meeting  of 
tbo  evil-disposed;  for  he  knew  t«o  much  of 
Ireland  not  to  bo  aware  that  the  meetings 
in  question  usually  took  place  not  by  night, 
but  on  bolydays  and  days  of  idleness. 
Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  absurd 
or  irrational  than  to  suppose  that  this  Bill 
would  be  productive  of  beneficial  effects 
either  in  checking  assassination,  or  in  pre~ 
venting  illegal  meetings.  But  if  it  would 
be  productive  of  no  good,  would  it  do  no 
harm  ?  The  right  hon.  Baronet  who  had 
introduced  the  measure  had  utterly  failed 
to  prove  that  it  would  do  any  good.  He 
bad  utterly  failed  to  connect  Us  remedy 
with  the  disease;  and  now  arose  the  ques- 
tion, whether  that  which  would  be  inopera- 
tive of  good  might  not  be  actually  pro- 
ductive of  evil  !  He  (Sir  William  Somer- 
ville)  could  not  resist  the  conviction  that 
it  would  be  productive  of  mnch  harm. 
He  was  averse  to  conferring  any  such  in- 
ordinate powers  on  any  Lord  Lieutenant  as 
were  proposed  to  be  bestowed  by  this  most 
unconstitutional  measure.  The  noble  Lord 
the  Uember  for  Lynn  had  in  the  course  of 
bis  speech  pointedly  alluded  to  a  murder 
committed  m  the  county  Tyrone.    [lionl 


of  the  Irish  would  concur  with  him  in 
thinking  tbat  such  atrocities  as  these  were 
not  in  consonance  with  the  general  feeling 
of  the  Irish  people.  [j4  laui/A.]  Gentle- 
men who  did  not  know  that  people  as 
)rell  as  he  did,  might  laugh  or  sneer  ; 
but  those  who  wore  well  informed  on  the 
subject,  and  who  hod  been  resident  amongst 
Aem,  would  admit  tbcy  bad  in  them  a 
chivalrous  respect  and  deference  for  tbe 
&male  sex,  and  an  innate  politeness  of  na- 
ture, for  which  it  would  Ih)  difficult  to  find 
a  parallel  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  other 
lands.  This  being  the  fact,  he  could  not 
find  language  sufficiently  emphatic  to  de- 
pict the  feelings  of  horror  which  took  pos- 
session of  his  mind  in  contemplating  the 
gradual  increase  amongst  his  countrymen 
of  crimes  which  were  in  themselves  atro- 
cious, and  which,  as  regarded  Ireland, 
were  to  a  great  extent  unnatural.  Having 
made  this  admission,  and  having  further- 
more conceded  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  adopt  nteasures  with  a  view 
to  checking  the  progress  of  these  crimes, 
be  hod  now  to  ask  what  he  considered  a 
question  of  great  moment — had  the  ordinary 
law  been  exhausted  ?  He  doubted  it.  It 
was  his  conviction  that  their  special  com- 
mission for  the  county  of  Westmeath  had 
been  signally  successful,  and  had  been 
attended  with  the  happiest  possible  re- 
sults. Gentlemen  who  were  resident  in 
that  county  had  assured  him  that  tbo  pub- 
lic tranquillity  and  good  order  which  had 
succeeded  that  commisuon  had  been  most 
remarkable,  and  tliat  scarcely  a  single 
agrarian  outrage  bad  been  committed  or 
attempted  since.  Surely  Westmeath  was 
not  the  most  disturtiea  part  of  Ireland. 
Why  not  try  a  special  commission  for 
Limerick  —  for  Tipperary  —  for  Clare  ? 
or,  if  necessary,  why  not  have  a  per- 
manent commission  for  those  counties  ? 
Anything  was  preferable  to  having  resort 
to  ^ose  extraordinary  and  unconstitutional 
measures,  which,  while  they  were  totally 
inoperative  of  good,  had  no  other  effect 
but  that  of  generating  feelings  of  dislike 
and  disgust  at  tbe  law.  But,  even  though 
he  wanted  other  reasons  for  voting  against 
this  most  obnoxious  measure,  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past  would  be  in  itself  qnite 
sufficient  to  induce  him  to  oppose  any  Bill 
like  the  present.  Seventeen  times  since 
tbe  commencement  of  the  present  century 
had  the  experiment  of  coercion  been  es- 
Bayed,  and  in  every  instance  without  any 
beneficial  effect.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
who  had  introdnced  the  present  meaaure 
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George  Bentixck:  Bj  night.]  Be  it  eo. 
Would  the  Qoble  Lord  advocate  th&t  the 
county  Tyrone  should  be  pnt  vinder  the 
operation  of  this  Bill  because  of  that  aingle 
murder  ?  If  he  would  not,  why  did  he  refer 
to  the  caae  ?  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  would 
put  the  county  Tyrone  under  the  provi- 
sions of  thi«  galling  and  noconBtitutional 
measure,  was  there  a  county  in  England, 
Wales,  or  Scotland,  which  if,  the  same 
policy  were  to  be  adopted  as  in  Irdand, 
should  not  be  submitted  to  the  operation 
of  a  similar  law?  He  objected  to  the  mea- 
sure, because  of  the  inordinate  and  uncon- 
stitutional powers  which  it  proposed  to 
confer  upon  the  Lord  Lieutenant;  for  he 
could  not  resist  the  conviction  that  cansO' 
quencCB  the  most  disastrous  and  calamitous 
wonld  fallow  from  the  exercise  of  those 
powers.  How  disastrous  would  be  the 
consequences  that  would  result  from  the 
watchiDge  and  viutings,  the  likings  and 
dialikings,  the  suspicions  and  the  antipa- 
thies, of  all  the  officiola  in  Ireland  who 
would  be  called  into  active  service  by  this 
Bill !  Policemen,  peace  officers,  and  all 
agents  of  that  description,  might  be  set  to 
work  with  AS  great  energy  and  in  as  great 
nnmbers  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  might 
think  fit  to  prescribe;  and  any  one  who 
knew  Ireland  wonld  admit  that  it  was  im- 
posuble  to  exaggerate  the  evils  of  such  a 
law.  Couple  with  this  the  fact,  that  the 
man  who  was  to  be  the  subject  of  these 
wBtohings,  these  likings  and  dislikings,  on 
the  part  of  officials,  was  not  accused  of  any 
crime.  He  was  suspected  of  being  suspi- 
aouB,  and  he  wonld  have  to  prove  his  own 
innocence.  Hon.  Members  were  wont  to 
complain  that  British  law  was  not  popular 
in  Ireland;  but  the  effect  of  this  mea 
would  be  to  render  it  more  unpopular  than 
ever.  A  rate  was  to  be  levied  under  this 
law,  and,  as  if  the  police  were  not  already 
sufficiently  unpopular,  proviuon  was  made 
that  it  should  be  collected  through  their 
instrumentality.  The  money,  too,  was  to 
he  rated  occonling  to  the  poor  rate,  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  that  rate 
more  odious  than  ever  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people.  If  such  a  rate  must  bo  levied,  why 
not  make  it  a  county  rate  !  That  might 
save  the  Poor  Law  from  additional  unpo- 
pularity ;  but  it  was  his  opinion,  let  them 
do  what  they  might,  they  would  find  it 
impossible  to  collect  it  at  all.  Their 
agents  and  officers  would  be  disgusted  with 
the  duUes  imposed  upon  them;  the  soldiers, 
too,  would  be  harassed  and  annoyed  by  an 
odious  description  of    aorvice   on  which 
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they  would  be  employed,  seizing  the  beds 
and  blankets  of  those  who  refused  to  pay 
le  rate;  and  after  all  this  dispute,  it 
'Ould  still  be  found  impossible  to  collect 
„  And  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
measure  on  the  Government  itself?  The 
Government  was  not  now  loved  in  Ireland. 
It  was  neither  feared  nor  respected;  but 
after  it  had  attempted,  and  vainly  attempt- 
ed, to  levy  this  odious  tax,  it  would  be  in  a 
worse  poution  than  ever — more  disliked, 
iBpected,  less  trusted,  less  loved 
than  ever.  It  would  be  only  laughed  at 
for  its  piuns,  and  the  whole  population 
would  be  bound  together  to  procure  tho 
practical  defeat  of  those  who  originated  a 
measure  which,  without  arresting  the  hand 
murderer,  would  prove  in  its 
operation  galUngly  oppressive  of  the  inno- 
cent and  well-disposed.  In  England  and 
In  Wales  they  had  not  adopted  any  such 
course  when  similar  outbreaks  to  those 
now  unhappily  existing  in  Ireland  had 
challenged  the  attention  of  the  legislature. 
How  did  they  deal  with  the  Rebecca  riots  t 
Did  they  suspend  the  Constitution  in 
Wales  ?  In  Carmarthenshire  workhouses 
were  attacked,  peaceable  men  were  ohUged 
to  leave  the  country,  and  people  were 
armed  and  drilled  at  night.  This  vras  a 
state  of  things  which  might  perhaps  have 
warranted  a  measure  of  coercion;  hut  Go- 
vernment adopted  a  wiser  course.  Thar 
appointed  a ;— :—    -'  = — :—     --a 


imission  of  inquiry,  \ 
when  thtt  commission  hod  succeeded  in 
discovering  th^  cause  of  these  disorders, 
the  grievances  were  redressed,  and  the 
riots  ceased.  Yery  different  was  the  po- 
Itcy  adopted  towards  Ireland.  A  commis- 
sion had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
what  was  considered  by  many  (though  he 
did  not  so  regard  it)  as  the  master  griev- 
ance of  Ireland — the  present  state  of  the 
rolatjon  between  landlord  and  tenant;  but 
from  the  hour  when  the  Commissioners 
reported,  to  the  present  moment.  Govern- 
ment had  neglected  to  bring  in  any  reme- 
iiai  measures  with  a  view  to  the  redress  of 
the  grievance.  The  conduct  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  this  respect  was  very  singu- 
lar. He  did  not  require  them  to  oct  with 
any  indecent  haste;  but  he  certwnly 
thought  that  a  moment  onght  not  to  have 
been  lost  in  carrying  into  effect  the  re- 
commendation of  Lord  Devon's  Commis- 
sion. Hod  the  Goremmeut  any  measure, 
even  as  yet,  ready  with  a  view  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  that  object?  If  so,  why 
had  it  not  been  placed  upon  the  Tabic  of 
that  House  ?  Such  a  measure  would  be 
2C2 


Protectum  of  Life  {COMMONS}  \IreUmd)  Bill—  770 

and  in  llie  incrcosed  iletermination   of  a 
large  body  of   Iriah   people   to  look   for  a 


most  beneficial,  if  it  went  to  tlie  point  not 
only  of  redroBsing  the  griovancea  of  tlie 
Irish  fanner,  but  of  ameliorating  the  con- 
dition of  the  labouring  classes.  It  had 
always  appeared  to  him  that  the  great 
gricTancu  of  Ireland  was  not  so  much  the 
condition  of  the  farmers,  though  that  was 
bad  enough,  as  the  frightfid  moss  of  po- 
verty and  destitution  which  was  found  to 
exist  among  the  labouring  classes;  and  he 
could  not  forbear  eiprcssing  a  sincere  hope 
that  in  any  rcmeditu  measures  of  this  kind 
which  GoTenunent  might  have  it  in  con- 
templation to  bring  forward,  special  atten- 
tion would  be  directed  to  the  condition  of 
those  clasaea.  There  was  no  pooplt 
earth  who  endured  the  same  amount  of 
misei;  as  the  Irish  people,  and  endured 
with  so  much  patience.  The  people  of 
Ireland  were  not  satisfied  with  the  institu- 
tions under  which  they  lived.  They  were 
steeped  to  the  lips  in  poverty.  They  at- 
tributed that  poverty  to  defects  of  the 
laws;  and  as  the  institutions  under  which 
they  lived  upheld  and  sanctioned  those 
laws,  the  institutions  were  consequently 
unpopular  and  mistrusted.  He  thought  it 
A  very  lamentable  thing  for  Ireland  that 
that  country  ehould  be  ever  mode  the 
battle-field  of  parties.  Yet  so,  unfortu- 
nately, the  fact  was.  All  Irish  questions 
were  viewed  and  weighed  in  that  House, 
not  OS  regarded  their  own  merits,  but  as 
regarded  the  existence  of  one  great  political 
party  or  another.  This  was  the  case  with 
the  Church  question,  and  was  also  the  case 
with  the  municipal  question.  When  a 
message  from  Her  Majesty  came  down  to 
that  House  recommending  that  the  muni- 
cipal institutions  of  Ireland  should  be  placed 
upon  the  same  footing  as  those  of  E  ngland, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  rose  up  and  cried  "No!"ondhiB 
colleagues  echoed  the  exclamation.  And 
yet  they  were  now  coming  forward  to  say, 
that  that  recommendation  should  be  com- 
plied with.  Look  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Oovemuent  upon  the  Irish  registration 
question.  When  that  question  was  first 
mooted,  perjury  was  so  ripe  forsooth  in 
Ireland,  that  the  measure  would  not  admit 
of  a  week's  delay.  And  yet  they  had 
waite<l  for  some  years  and  no  Irish  Rogis- 
tratioB  Bill  was  yet  before  the  Ilouse. 
hon.  Members  supposed  that  things  of 
kind  left  no  impression  on  the  public  mind 
in  Ireland,  they  were  grievously  mistaken. 
They  produced  a  most  powerful  impression, 
tile  evidences  of  which  wore  to  be  found 
in  the  increased  agitation  in  that  oountry, 


Parliament  of  their  own.  Such  a  state  of 
things  could  not  long  last  without  endan- 
gering the  Constitution,  and  placing  in  jeo- 
pardy the  best  institutions,  not  only  of  Ire- 
land, but  of  tliis  country.  But  he  trusted 
that  happier  days  were  in  store.  He  was 
not  without  hope  that  the  melancholy 
e.risteticc  of  the  scarcity  in  Ireland  might 
be  productive  of  some  good  in  testifying 
that  the  Government  felt  some  interest  in 
the  fate  of  the  Irish  people.  Ho  would  do 
the  right  hon.  Barouet  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  the  justice  to  admit  that  he 
and  his  Colleagues  had  done  everything 
iu  their  power  to  mitigate  the  evils  under 
which  Ireland  was  suffering,  and  that  they 
had  taken  up  the  matter  in  a  friendly  and 
generous  spirit.  But  the  present  measure 
he  would  most  strenuously  oppose,  for,  un- 
accompanied as  it  was  by  any  measure  of 
relief  or  redress  for  grievances,  which  were 
admitted  to  be  most  oppressive,  it  could 
not  fail  to  bo  not  only  useless  as  a  remedy, 
but  harassing  and  injurious  in  its  opera- 
tion. Would  they  consider  for  a  mtanent 
what  the  course  of  their  le^slation  had 
been  during  the  present  year  ?  Nothing 
permanent  had  been  brought  forward — 
nothing  that  went  to  the  root  of  the  evil. 
They  had  measures  to  check  the  increase 
of  famine,  of  destitution,  and  of  crime  ; 
but  could  anything  show  more  clearly  the 
horrible  situation  of  the  country  than  the 
necessity  of  such  remedies  ?  They  owed 
a  debt  to  the  people  of  Ireland  which  they 
never  could  repay,  no  matter  how  they 
might  esert  themselves.  They  might  tax 
all  their  energies  for  the  purpose,  but  still, 
such  was  the  wretched  state  of  the  coun- 
try, they  would  leave  much  undone.  lie 
begged  pardon  for  trespassing  so  long  on 
the  attention  of  the  House.  As  he  had 
stated,  he  avoided  all  party  topics,  and 
confined  himself  as  much  as  possible  to  the 
merits  of  the  case  ;  but,  as  he  hefore  said, 
he  regarded  the  present  measure  as  moat 
useless  and  harassmg,  and  he  shonld 
therefore  give  his  vote  agunst  the  first 
reading. 

Mb.  J.  COLLETT  said:  I  hope  that  as 
one  of  the  representatives  of  Ireland,  I  may 
be  permitted  to  offer  a  few  short  remarks 
on  the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  I  do 
confess  that  I  most  unfeignedly  deplore 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  determination  to 
force  on  a  measure  so  very  questionable  in 
its  nature,  and  which  requires  to  be  con- 
sidered with  BO  much  care  and  cMilion,  at 
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ft  period  when,  for  ei\  practical  purposes, 
we  are  almost  aa  remote  from  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Com  Bill  aa  ne  were  at  the 
Tcryoommencement  of  the  Sesaion.  I  am 
as  anxious  aa  the  right  faon.  Baronet  can 
bo  to  repress  crime;  hut  it  is  contrary  to 
the  analogy  of  all  human  experience  to 
enppose  that  auch  a  measure  as  that  now 
hefore  the  Houae  can,  by  possibility,  effect 
this  object.  Let  us,  Sir,  hegia  to  legislate 
for  the  social  benefit  of  Ireland,  and  then 
we  shall  in  e£Fect  begin  to  legislate  for  the 
moral  benefit  and  personal  security  of  the 
Irish  people;  we  shall  most  efiectually  put 
down  crime  and  arre«t  the  arm  of  the  as- 
sassin by  sounding  the  lengths  and  depths 
of  the  desolation  and  misery  which  over- 
wbetm  the  peasantry  of  that  moat  unhappy, 
because  most  ill-govemed  country.  Irish 
destitution.  Sir,  is  the  source  of  Irish 
crime — political  order  will  never  sprmg  out 
of  social  misery;  and  if,  instead  of  remov- 
ing the  cause,  in  order  that  the  effect  may 
cease — if,  instead  of  satisfying  the  yearn- 
ings of  the  Irish  people  for  food  and 
raiment,  you  give  them  a  Coercion  Bill 
when  tliey  ask  for  bread,  you  do  but  leg^- 
late  in  mockery  of  the  accustomed  laws  of 
Proridence,  and  your  most  unnatural  and 
most  preposterous  Curfew  Act  will  only 
serve  to  ring  out  the  knell  of  your  own 
ntter  disappointment  and  failure.  If,  there- 
fore, the  right  hon.  Baronet,  instead  of 
originating  measures  for  doing  away  with 
the  competition  for  laud,  and  for  giving 
food  and  employment  to  the  industrious 
classes,  persiHtB  in  his  attempt  now  to  en- 
force the  first  readiug  of  this  measure,  I 
am  determined  to  support  my  hon.  Friends 
around  me  in  availing  ourselves  of  every 
mode  permitted  by  the  forms  of  the  House 
to  impede  the  further  progress  of  this  most 
odious  Bill,  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  proclamation  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  that  so  long  aa  the 
Union  continues  they  are  not  to  be  go- 
verned on  the  principles  of  reason,  hu- 
manity, or  justice.  I  have  hitherto  de- 
clined saying  anything  on  the  subject  of 
the  Repeal  of  the  Union.  I  am,  however, 
now  convinced  that  no  union  can  he  per- 
manent where  there  is  no  community  of 
interests;  and  as  measures  like  the  one 
now  before  the  House  render  the  Act  of 
Union  nothing  but  a  lie  upon  parchment,  I 
now  pledge  myself  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
that  so  long  as  I  have  the  honour  of  being 
one  of  their  representatives,  my  humble 
Servian  will  he  at  their  dispost^  towards 
procuring  for  them  that  which  such  »  Bill 
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as  this  has  rendered  necessary  to  &e  sol- 
vation of  their  liberties — a  domestic  hgis- 
laturo  of  their  own. 

Mb.  JOHN  O'CONNELL  rose  to  move, 
that  the  debate  be  adjourned.  It  was 
quite  erident  that  the  hen.  Gentlemen  op- 
poute  were  not  prepared  to  speak.  Irish 
Member  after  Irish  Member  hod  got  up  on 
that  side  of  the  House.  Several  English 
Members  hod  also  done  honour  to  their 
country  by  the  manly  opposition  which 
they  had  given  to  this  measure;  butnoat- 
tempt  was  mode  to  answer  their  argu- 
ments. The  Bill  was  bad  enough  in  itself; 
but  it  was  rendered  worse  by  the  insulting 
manner  in  which  the  Ministry  were  treat- 
ing the  Irish  Members  in  regard  to  it.  Ha 
would  say,  that  of  all  the  proceedings  ha 
ever  heud  of  towards  Ireland,  the  most 
outr^eous,  the  most  insulting,  the  moat 
utterly  unjustifiable,  and  the  most  shame- 
ful, was  the  conduct  of  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment on  this  question.  The  Members 
for  Ireland  were  aware  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  speeches  they  made  were  treated 
by  the  English  ParUoment.  They  were 
commented  on  by  the  English  press  and 
by  hon.  Members  in  that  House;  but  he 
would  appeal  to  any  man,  whether  what 
had  occurred  there  that  night  did  not  afford 
them  the  most  abundant  justification  for 
everything  the  Repealers  had  yet  said  ? — 
whether  tiie  utter,  the  entire  contempt 
shown  for  Irish  matters,  was  not  the  fullest 
proof  that  they  were  right  in  the  course 
wluch  they  advocated  ?  They  were  taunted 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Homo  Department  with 
being  a  small  minority  in  that  House.  Was 
it,  he  asked,  just  that  such  reproaches 
should  come  from  an  Englishman — &om 
one  of  that  countir  that  had  deprived  them 
of  anything  at  fJl  approaching  to  a  fair 
share  of  representation  in  that  House  ? 
They  were  refused  a  fair  share  in  the  re- 
presentation, and  then,  because  they  were 
so  refused,  they  were  insulted  and  their 
complaints  set  at  nought.  It  was  his 
intention  to  persevere  in  this  adjournment; 
and  if  the  treatment  shown  that  night  to- 
wards the  Irish  Members  and  towards 
the  Irish  nation  were  persevered  in,  ho 
would  continue  to  offer  every  opposition 
in  his  power  before  the  liberties  of  his 
country  were  permitted  to  be  taken  away. 
One  hon.  Member  below  the  bar  had 
made  a  good  speech,  coming  from  that 
(the  Ministerial)  side  of  the  House;  hut  he 
would  ask,  woe  it  decent — was  it  commonly 
decent — for  a  dominant  country  to  treat 
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the  few  represeDtafives  of  a  conntiy, 
long  the  subject  of  ifa  hostility,    so  sh 
even,   with   this   ono  ciccption,   to  eonde- 
Mcnd  to  notice  the  arguments  brought  for- 
ward against  this  measure  ?      It  was   quite 
degrading  enough  to  the  Irish  representa- 
tives to  he  obliged  to  attend  there   at  all. 
TKey  believed  that  thej  were  quite  out  ol 
their  pkee  in  that  House.      They  felt  that 
they  were  there  greatly  against  the  wii' 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  who  had  long 

?;iveu  up  all  confidence  in  the  British  1 
lament,  and  all  hope  that  it  would  eve: 
them  any  good.  Their  constituents  might 
prefer  that  they  should  remain  in  Concilia- 
tion Hall,  and  they  had  succeeded  in  get- 
ting merely  the  silence  of  the  Irish  people 
to  their  attending  to  oppose  this  Bill.  As 
to  the  approbation  of  the  people,  they  could 
not  eipect  it  for  attending  in  a  Porliaraent 
from  which  they  could  cjpcet  nothing  but 
tyranny.  It  was,  ho  repeated,  therefore, 
humiUoting  to  attend  there  at  all;  but  it 
was  doubly  humiliating  when  they  were 
obliged  to  appear  as  beggars — to  sue  for 
money,  or  to  return  thanks  for  money 
which  was  their  own,  which,  if  the  full 
amount  sought  for  were  doubled  by  the 
House,  it  would  still  not  amount  to  odc- 
tenth  part  of  what  they  had  been  robbed 
by  this  country.  They  had  been  oskcd 
what  use  they  would  make  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  representatives.  It  would 
have  tho  effect,  to  say  nothing  more,  of 
making  them  perhaps  a  little  more  respcct- 
fiil  than  they  were.  He  would  address 
himself  from  that  House  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  and  he  would  ask  them  whether 
they  did  not  see  in  the  proceedings  of  that 
night  a  strong,  a  full  confirmation  of  all 
that  had  ever  yet  been  said  of  the  insulting 
manner  in  which  their  country  was  treated 
\y  England  ?  He  had  seen  the  commonest 
English  parochial  Bill  bring  up  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  anxious  to  protract  the 
debate;  and  yet  on  a  question  with  which 
the  interests  of  Ireland  were  most  inti- 
mately concerned — a  question  which  in- 
volved the  connection  between  the  two 
countries;  etiU,  because  it  was  an  Irish 

Siestion,  opposed  by  Irish  Members,  Her 
ajesty's  Government  would  not  conde- 
scend to  reply  to  their  arguments.  He 
called,  therefore,  not  on  that  House,  but 
on  the  people  of  Ireland,  from  this  very 
circumstance,  to  persevere  still  more  de- 
terminedly in  seeking  for  the  restoration 
of  that  Parliament  where  their  rights  and 
their  demands  would  be  sure  to  be  attend- 
ed to,  and  their  intercsta  treated  with  pn- 


per  respect.  He  would  call  on  every  ItihIi 
Member  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Athlone  (Mr.  J.  Collett),  and 
come,  like  him,  to  the  eonelusion  that 
there  was  no  hope  for  Ireland — no  hope  of 
even  decent  courtesy  being  shown  towards 
her  representatives  save  in  an  Irish  Par- 
liament. The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
conelndcd  by  moving  that  the  debate  bo 
now  adjourned. 

Ma.W.  SMITH  O'BRIEN  seconded  tho 
Amendment.  He  said  he  confessed  this 
was  one  of  those  steps  to  which  he  would 
resort  with  very  great  reluctance;  but  still 
he  felt  that  the  ground  taken  by  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Kilkenny  was  per- 
fectly just.  The  debate  had  now  conttimed 
for  three  nights,  and  yet  only  two  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government  had  spoken,  while 
not  a  single  Irish  Member  had  yet  come 
forward  to  advocate  the  measure.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  monstrous  to 
think  that  the  Government  should  attempt 
to  force  this  Bill  forward  against  the 
earnest  protest  of  all  those  Members  who 
were  qualified  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  If  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  speak,  let  them  speak; 
and  if  they  were  not  prepared,  he  could  not 
see  why  they  should  object  to  the  Motion 
for  adjournment. 

Sib  R.  peel  said,  he  would  leave  it  to 
the  House  to  judge  how  far  the  accusation 
made  by  tho  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  adjournment  was  justified.  Ho  could 
recollect  no  instance  in  which  there  was 
more  of  respectful  attention  paid  to  the 
statements  of  Irish  Gentlemen  than  on  the 
present  occasion.  They  had  been  as  yet 
only  four  hours  debating  this  evening;  they 
eommenced  the  proceedings  that  day  with 
the  state  of  Irdand,  and  the  mcasnrcs 
neces.sary  on  account  of  the  famine  exist- 
ing in  that  country.  In  that  discussion, 
three  Cabinet  Ministers,  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  De- 
partment, his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  himsdf,  had 
spoken.  They  curtailed  the  holidays  for  tho 
express  purpose  of  giving  an  opportunity  to 
the  representatives  of  Ireland  of  stating 
their  views;  every  Cabinet  Minister  in  that 
House  was  present  to  hear  their  opinions; 
and  under  Uicae  circumstances  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  House  to  judge  whether  tho 
sentiments  expressed  of  a  want  of  respect 
for  Irish  Members  or  Irish  interests  was 
justified.  They  had  been  informed  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  several  hon.  Gentle- 
men connected  with  Irdand  to  bring  tbo 
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entire  question  of  the  elate  of  tii&t  country 
before  the  House,  and  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  them  of  doing  so.  Even  that 
evening,  although  the  debate  had  lasted 
only  four  hoara,  three  English  gentlemen 
— hia  hon.  Friend  the  Uember  for  Barn- 
staple (Hr.  U.  Gore],  and  two  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  V.  Smith),  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Ward),  all  of 
whom  had  spoken  with  great  abihty — had 
taken  part  in  this  debate.  But  farther,  he 
would  ask  whether  it  had  not  been  uui?er- 
sally  admitted  during  the  course  of  this  ^- 
cussion,  that  although  the  state  of  Ireland 
was  Buch  that  some  remedy  beyond  the  or- 
dinary law  was  necessary,  still  there  never 
had  been  a  stronger  indication  of  kindly 
feelmg  towards  Ireland  than  on  the  present 
occasion.  Two  Cabinet  Ministers — hia 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
fortbe  Home  Department,  and  his  righthon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  at  War,had  both  taken 
part  in  the  debate  ;  therdore,  so  far  as 
the  Qovemment  was  concerned,  he  should 
deny  that  there  was  any  want  of  respect 
towards  Irish  Members.  There  had  not 
been  the  slightest  interroption  given  to 
any  of  their  statements ;  not  a  remark  was 
made  as  to  whether  the  subjects  introduced 
were  relevant  or  not ;  though  ho  should 
admit,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  heard  no- 
thing irrelevant  brought  forward.  There 
had  been  not  only  no  want  of  personal  re- 
spect, but  the  deepest  interest  had  been 
shown  for  the  social  condition  of  Ireland, 
^d  a  sincere  desire  exhibited  to  promote 
the  permanent  interests  of  the  country. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  felt  that  a 
Motjon  for  an  adjournmont,  after  so  short 
a  debate,  at  half -past  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  brought  forward  merely  on  the 
ground  of  want  of  respect  for  Irish  Mem- 
bers, was  one  in  which  he  could  not  con- 
cur, and  he  would  add,  that  he  never  know 
of  a  Motion  of  adjournment  being  made  on 
slighter  grounds. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNELL  erplained: 
With  regard  to  the  sympathy  shown  in 
that  House  for  the  distress  existing  in  Ire- 
land, he  had  already  expressed  his  convic- 
tion of  the  sincerity  of  that  feeling  both 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  of  the  Honse  generally  ;  but  to  what 
did  that  sympathy  amount  ?  It  was  most 
honourable  and  creditable  ;  but  etill  could 
it  be  denied  that  similar  feehngs  would  not 
be  extended  to  the  natives  of  India,  of 
Africa,  or  of  the  wilds  of  America  t  They 
were  not  to  bdte  credit,  Uierefbre,  for  the 


expregsion  of  such  a  feeling  in  order  to  in- 
flict still  greater  misery  and  disb^ss  upon 
the  country.  He  begged  also  to  odd  that 
he  had  not  alleged  that  English  Members 
had  not  taken  part  in  the  debate.  He 
would  be  very  nngratefal  indeed  if  he  were 
to  oreriook  tlie  speeches  that  had  been 
made  by  two  hon.  Members  near  him  that 
evening,  irtio  represented  English  consti- 
tuencies, as  well  as  the  very  excellent 
speech  which  had  been  made  on  the  other 
side  by  an  hon.  Member  below  the  bar  ; 
but  what  ho  complied  of  was,  that  no 
Member  of  the  Government  had  spoken^ — ■ 
that  Irish  Members  were  obliged  to  get  up 
one  after  another  to  repeat  the  same  argu- 
ments,  in  order  to  prevent  the  debate  from 
being  closed  before  the  proper  time,  in 
consequence  of  the  silence  of  Her  Majesty's 
MiuiBt«rs. 

Mr.  ELLICE  uud,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  refer  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  but  he  rose  mCTely  to  express  his 
hope  and  prayer  to  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that 
side  of  the  House,  who  represented  so  ably 
the  interests  of  Irdond,  diat  they  would 
reflect  a  httle  on  the  nature  of  the  course 
which  they  were  now  pursuing,  and  on  the  ef- 
fect which  it  wouldhaveon  thecountry,Buf- 
fering  as  it  was  from  one  end  to  the  other,  in 
consequence  of  the  liVtle  progress  yet  made 
in  the  business  of  the  Session.  In  making 
this  appeal,  he  was  sure  hon.  Gentlemen 
whom  he  addressed  would  admit  that  it 
came  from  a  warm  friend  to  their  country. 
For  nearly  thirty  years  that  he  had  had  the 
hononr  of  a  seat  in  that  House,  there  never 
had  been  an  instance  of  an  Irish  question 
being  brought  forward  on  which  he  had  not 
consulted  what  was  called  the  liberal  po- 
Ucy  in  his  vote;  and  in  this  respect  he  only 
acted  with  most  of  the  English  Gendemen 
representing  large  En^sh  constituencies 
on  that  side  of  the  House.  It  was  only  in 
the  hope  that  the  best  endeavours  of  all 
should  DC  united  for  the  interest  of  Ireland, 
that  he  now  appealed  to  hon.  Members  to 
bring  this  debate  to  a  close  as  soon  as  it 
should  be  coDsistent  with  their  own  views 
of  the  question  to  do  so.  He  ofiercd  no 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  this  question.  He 
felt  very  strongly  with  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Droghcda  (Sir  William  So- 
mervillc),  who  had  lately  addressed  the 
House.  He  felt  that  there  was  very  little 
of  political  or  religious  feeling  mixed  up  in 
the  present  outrages  in  Ireland,  but  that 
they  arose,  on  the  contrary,  out  of  the  mi- 
sery caused  by  the  difficulties  existing  with 
respect  to  the  posseBsion  of  hind,  or  arising 
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from  tho  want  of  employmoat.  It  was  with 
a  view   tliat   thej  might  arrivo  the  sooner 

at  the  remedial  measureB  necessary  for  the  Acl«nd,  T.  D. 

removal  of  these  evils,  and  that  they  might  i  ttiiood''j  ' 

also  proceed  with  those  measures  for  which  Auiten,  Col. 

both  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  were  Bullie,  H.  J. 

wuting  with  anxiety,  that  he  now  appealed  B»ring,  rt.  hon.  W.  B. 

to  his  hon.  Friends  to  bring  this  diBcussioa  Bentinck  Lord  G. 

as  soon  as  possible  to  a  cloio.      Under  Brosdwood.  H. 

those  circumstances  it  was  impoosible  that  Bruce,  Lord  £. 

he  could  vote  with  tho  hon.  Gentleman  in  Cardwell,  E. 

favour  of  an  adjoummeDt  at  that  hour  of  Chioheiter.Lord.  J.L. 

*!,-.    :-.l..  Clerk,  rt.  hon.  Sit.  G. 

tno  mgnt.  rwiih       w  him  sii-f 

Me.  DILLON  BROWNE  said,  that  aU  Coote  SbC.' IL 

other  matters   were   of  secondary  import-  Corrj,  rt.  hon.  U. 

anco  to  Irish  Members  in  comparison  with  Douglm,  Sir  IL 

the  duty  they  owed  to  Ireland.     They  were  ^<fei<^'.  Sir  <^- ^■ 

.  _.  ,1.     r.        Ti'ii    t  :  .1.  Elhce,  rt.  hon.  E. 

anxiouB  to  support  tho  Com  Bill;  but  they  i.-ntwiale  W 

could   not,   consistently  with  their  duty  to  Escott,  B. 

their  country,    support   tho   Coercion  Bill.  Fitiroy,  hon.  II. 

They  had  made  hundreds  of  sutementa  J}""^'^'''- 

founded  upon  facts  showing  the  impolicy  guZ^b,  C.pt. 

of  tho  measure,  which  the  right  hon.   Ba-  Cod»on,  B. 

ronct  and  bis  friends  had  not  condescended  Gordon,  hon.  Cmpt. 

to  answer,  and  which  the  people  of  Ireland  Gorp,  M. 

Would  see  had  not  been  answered.     The  G^j!^^;f  k^!"«."- 

right  hon.  Baronet  said  the  Irish  Members  Q,ipp„p  j 

ought  to  he  under  an  obligation  to  him  for  Unle,  B.  B. 

shortening  tho  nsual  period  of  the  recess,  Hunilton,  Lord  C. 

in  order  to  pass  the  Coercion  BiU.    [SirR.  Uurourt,  G.  G. 

Peel:  I  never  said  anything  of  tho  kind.]  g^J^;,^^  ^...^  « 


titto/Ae'Sorx. 

Junes,  Sir  W.  C. 
Jennyn,  Earl 
Joceljn,  Vi«c. 
Johnitone,  Sir  J. 
Jonet.  Capt. 
Kelly,  Sir  F. 
Lindaa;,  hon.  Capt. 
LrJl,G. 
M'NeiU,  D. 
Mahon,  Viset. 
^laatflnuAn,  J, 
Meynpll,  Capt. 
Mobtt,  G. 
Neville,  R. 
Newiy.  Viwt. 
Ofle,  S.  C.  U. 
Peel.  rt.  ban.  Sir  K. 
Peol.  J. 
Sanderson,  B. 
Sefmour,  Sir  II.  R. 
Shcibume,  Karl  of 
Smythe,  hon.  G. 
SomerKt,  Lord  G. 


Ue  understood  that  some  statement  of  the 


nBTToy,  Lord  . 


Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Theiiger,  Sir  F, 
ToUeDiacho,  hon.  F.  J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W, 
L.  Sir  J.      Trotter,  J. 

Walpole,  S.  n. 
Warburton,  H. 
Ward,  H.  O, 
Wcllesler,  Lord  C. 
WoreeBter,  Marq.  of 
Wortlej,  hon.  J.  S. 
Yorke,  U.  R. 


kind  had  been  made ;  and  Irish  Members    HildjanI,  T.  B.  T. 
would  bo  grateful  for  it,  if  they  were  thereby    Hogg,  J.  W. 
placed  under  an  obhgation.     He  was  as      """" 
much  opposed  to  an  adjournment  at  that 
hour  as  any  hon.  Member ;  but  if  tho  right 
Iiuii.  Baronet  had  not  thrown  upon  Irish    - 
Members   the    onus  of  resorting  to  this 
means  for  gaining  further  time  for  consi- 
deration, the  Motion  would  not  have  been    I  «  .     - 
made.     In  short,  he  did  not  know  what    ^«  majonty  to  put  down  the  Irish  Mem- 
other  conclusion  to  come  to  than  this—    '"^"■ 

that  the  Irish  Members  had  been  treated        The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 

with  contempt.  QUER  denied  that  the  Irish  Members  had 

The  Uousc  divided  on  the  Question,  that   been  treated  with  the  slightest  diarepect 

the  debate  he  now  adjourned  : — Ayes,  20;    either  by  the  House  or  by  Her  Majesty's 

Government.     Although    be  had   himself 

forbomo  from  addressing  the  House  upoa 


Iloward,  Sir  R.  Crippa,  T. 

Original  Question  again  put. 

Mr.  E.  B.  ROCHE  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  C.  POWELL  seeondod  the  Motion, 
md  said  the  right  hon.  Baronet  relied  upun 


Noes,  77  :  Majority,  57. 

Lut  of  the  Atkb. 

Napier.  Sir  C, 
O'BricD,  J. 


Aglionb^,  II.  A. 
Armstrong,  Sir  A. 
Brid^man,  H. 
Browne.  R.  D. 
Chriitie,  W.  D, 
Collett,  J. 
I>u^da^D. 
Fitigerald,  B.  A. 
Grattan,  II. 


PoweU,  C. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Roche,  E.  B. 
Somenriile,  Sir  W.  M. 
Watwn.  W.  II. 
WjM,  T. 


KellT.  J. 


this  particular  subject,  ho  had  given  the 
most  attentive  consideration  during  tho 
whole  course  of  tho  debate  to  all  the  hoo. 
Members  who  hod  spokaa.  Ho  understood 
there  was  a  desire  on  the  part  of  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  to  record  thdr  (An- 
ions as  fully  as  possible  on  this  measure, 
and  it  was  as  much  from  that  circumstance 
aa  any  other  that  he  had  not  spoken.  At 
all  events,  nothing  was  farther  from  his 
intention,  tuid  from  die  deuro  uf  the  Go- 
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vemmeDt,  tliBn  to  ahow  dUreepect  to  Irish 
Uembere. 

Mk.  FITZGERALD  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  certainlj  declared  he  had 
shortened  the  recesa  in  order  to  proceed 
with  die  Coercion  Bill;  and  he  (Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald) felt  under  no  obligation  to  him  for 
that.  As  to  dierespect,  he  had  aat  in  the 
Houee  since  the  commencement  of  the  de- 
hate  to-night,  and  he  had  eeen  hon.  Uem- 
hers  from  Ireland  address  the  House  when 
there  was  not  more  than  half-a-dozen  Oen- 
tleman  upon  the  benches  opposite.  This 
neglect  was  another  argument  in  faTOor  of 
the  Irish  people  having  their  own  Par- 
liament; and  he  congratulated  the  hon. 
Member  for  Athlone  (Mr.  J.  Collett)  upon 
the  manly  declaration  he  had  made  in  fa- 
vour of  Repeal. 

Sin  R.  PEEL  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  bad  just  sat  down  would  not  be  angry 
if  he  did  not  reply  to  his  speech.  The 
general  custom  of  that  House  was  to  be 
content  with  ginug  respectful  and  patient 
attention  to  any  hon.  Member  who  chose 
to  address  the  House  on  the  subject  under 
discussion ;  but  it  was  something  new  to 
impose  upon  hon.  Gentlemen  the  duty  of 
making  speeches.  At  the  same  time  he 
must  say,  tiiat  if  he  had  had  any  reason  to 
behove  that  it  was  intonded  to  terminate 
this  debate  to-night,  he  should,  in  the  posi- 
tion he  occupied,  have  felt  it  due  to  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  to  the  coun- 
try more  immediately  iutorestcd,  not  to 
allow  the  disGussiou  to  close  without  ei- 

frcssing  bis  sentiments  on  the  question. 
f  there  bad  been  the  least  probability  of  a 
division  on  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill 
to-night,  be  should  have  considered  it  dis- 
respectful to  allow  the  dehat«  to  close 
wiUiout  addressing  the  House.  He,  there- 
fore, did  protest  most  strongly  against  tho 
imputation  th^t  the  Irish  Members  bad 
been  treated  with  disrespect  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovemment.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  had  moved  the  adjonmment  of 
me  House — a  Motion  which,  if  agreed  to, 
would  interfere  with  public  business,  by 
retarding  the  progress  of  the  measures 
upon  the  Paper.  If  that  hon.  Gentleman 
was  aware  of  the  duties  which,  during  the 
Session,  devolved  upon  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown,  he  would  know  how  impossible 
it  was  for  them  to  contend  with  bim,  who 
had  just  arrived  fresh  from  Ireland,  on 
those  Motions  of  adjournment.  He  (Sir 
R.  Peel)  had  no  doubt  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
wonid  consent,  without  tokmg  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  this  Motion,  to  an  arrange- 
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ment  for  Uie  adjournment  of  the  debate 
until  Monday.  He  must  again  say  that 
there  was  no  disposition  whatever  on  the 
part  of  tho  Ministers  of  the  Crown  to  treat 
this  subject  otherwise  than  with  the  respect 
to  which  it  was  entitled ;  but  he  hoped  hon. 
Members  opposite  would  not  impose  upon 
Gentlemen  unconnected  with  the  Govern- 
ment the  duty  of  making  long  speeches. 

Mr.  D.  BROWNE  felt  much  gratified 
at  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  mnu  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  If  he  (Mr.  D.  Browne) 
had  entertained  an  impression  that  bon. 
Gentlemen  represeotmg  Irish  interests  had 
been  disrespectfully  treated  by  the  Ministers 
of  the  Crown,  that  impression  was  now 
cwnpletely  removed.  He  had  thought, 
however,  that  it  was  intoqded  to  pass  this 
Bill — to  force  it  upon  the  pe<^le  of  Ireland 
— ^hy  the  bruCum  fidmen  of  a  majority, 
without  any  reply  being  given  to  tbe  argu- 
ments urged  against  the  measure. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNELL  said,  after  the 
disclaimer  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  he 
begged  to  withdraw  the  imputation  be  bad 
thrown  upon  the  Government  generally. 

Mb.  E.  ROCHE  also  withdrew  the  ob- 
servations he  hod  made,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Government  were  treating 
the  Irish  Members  disrespectfuUy ;  and 
said  that  after  the  observations  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  ho  would  not 
press  tbo  Motion  for  adjournment. 

Debate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

House  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tueiday,  April  21,  1846. 


Mivurn.]    Pniriou  Puuht 


.    From  DHDOb,  Coo 


RAILWAY  LEGISLATION. 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  said,  he 

bad  to  move  that  all  proceedings  on  Rful- 

way  Bills  now  pending  in  their  Lordships' 

House,  bo  postponed  nutil  Monday  nest. 
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{COMMONS} 


JtftNf  Fntecutiotu. 


the  27th  of  April.  He  bdicred  tlieir 
Lordships  were  already  aware  that  it  woe 
the  intention  of  Her  Mojeaty's  GoTemment 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  facilitate 
ing  the  abandonment  of  raitfray  schemes  now 
before  Parliament ;  and  he  wished  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  giving  notice  that  he 
would,  on  Thursday  neit,  submit  that  Bill 
to  the  consideration  of  their  Lordships' 
llouse ;  and  that,  at  the  same  time,  lie 
would  draw  their  Lordships'  attention  to  a 
new  Sessional  Order  wliich  he  intended 
moving,  and  which  would  he  appUeahlo  to 
all  the  B^way  Bills  that  would  be  now 
postponed. 

Motion  a^eed  to. 

House  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Tueiday,  April  21,  1846. 

.UT«.]     N-w 

1UC  BrLLS. — Riforie4, 


r  Uif  Imi't  Dir By 

rrom  ccruin  Romin  CUhollo  in  U»  Count 

fbr  Altendon  cf  Ltw  rsipfcdng  Romui  CathoUc  Chipeta. 
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India  0«ii|mT^  AnDT.— By  Mr.  BnMhoUn,  (ton  R< 
tiUBKndlniarSdfiiiiluditaVldDllT.  for  Altcntisa 

or  u«  - -    .    .  .  . 


u  tofiajiA  tB  fgcCoTlB  <o  Ten. — Bj  Mr, 
nomGHMdlHiaf  OwPoorodlM  NoRli  DuUL 
tor  AlUnUon  of  L»n  re^JCEUng  Grmnd  Jury  Pre 
(liTlutdl. — By  Hi.  MariilBiiai,  fmn  Warkini 
oibcn.  Rodent  in  U»  HeuofioUj,  Ibr  Suutory  JtegulA- 
tloo^By  )Ht  JotiD  HoIiIkiuk.  ftotn  Muubclurcn  o( 
LKrorOwHnofBoUiliiNMv  Wvp  L«  kUddnciy. 


RlUwrnyj—By 
Ik  City  of  Dub- 
«  Tapepting  Sjack  Flrokcn  lln- 


MIST  PROSECUTIONS. 

Mr.  H.  BERKELEY  wished  to  ask  a 
question  of  the  right  hen.  Baronet  the 
Master  of  the  Mint.  It  appeared  from  a 
statement  in  The  Timet  of  the  14t)i  of 
April  that  two  cases  of  uttering  base  coin 
were  disposed  of  by  Hr.  Powell,  the  Solici- 
tor to  the  Mint,  intimating  to  the  Court, 
that  by  a  recent  regulation  the  Mint  de- 
clined to  undertake  or  aid  prosecutions 
against  individuals  charged  with  passing 
bad  money  to  women  of  infamous  charac- 
ter. Now,  such  a  resolution  appeared  to 
him  to  involve  a  very  serious  conaideration 
and  a  very  important  principle  ;  and  he 
therefore  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet whether  the  detenninadon  of  the 
Mint  to  put  the  law  in  abeyance,  and  ei- 
clode  that  unfortunate  class  of  women  from 
all  protection  against  the  uttercrs  of  base 
coin,  was  acceded  to  by,  and  had  the  ^»- 
probation  of  Her  Majesty's  Govenuncnt ; 
and,  if  that  were  so,  then  whether  the  samo 
principle  of  non-protection  was  to  be  car- 
ried out  in  other  offences  against  the  same 
unfortunate  persona  ? 

SiB  G.  CLERK  said,  that  having  ob- 
served in  The  Times  newspaper  the  state- 
ment referred  to  by  the  nou.  Gcntleoian, 
he  bad  thought  it  his  dnty  to  lose  no  time 
in  inquiring  whether  the  statement  waa 
correct  or  otherwise,  and  whether  there 
did  exist  at  the  Mint  any  form  or  regula- 
tion of  the  nature  referred  to.  Ho  was  in- 
formed in  answer  to  that  inqoiiy  that  no 
such  regulation  ever  did,  or  did  at  that 
moment  eiist.  The  report  must  have  been 
founded  on  some  mistalce.  He  might  add, 
that  the  paragraph  in  question  having  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  lua  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Attorney  General,  his  hon.  and 
teamed  Friend  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  make 
inquiry  into  it,  and  the  result  was  the  con- 
viction that  the  report  waa  a  mistake. 
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When  c&ses  were  brought  before  tlte  ma- 
gistrate, the  Solicitor  to  the  Hint,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  discretion,  stated  whether 
or  not  he  thought  there  was  sufficient  evi- 
(leace  to  justify  him  in  bringing  a  prosecu- 
tion against  the  parties,  and  as  in  these 
cases  ho  thought  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence,  the  magistrata  at  once  discharged 
the  parties  aoonaed. 

NEW  COLLEGES  (lEELAND). 

Hb.  E.  B.  ROCHE  wished  to  ash  a 
question  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Home  Department.  About 
twelve  months  ago  the  Irish  Colleges  Bill 
passed  that  House,  and  Cork  had  been 
iixed  upon  as  one  of  the  places  where 
tiiose  colleges  should  be  located ;  but,  up 
to  that  moment,  there  was  no  appearance 
of  such  intcntiou  being  carried  out,  either 
with  regard  to  Cork  or,  he  believed, 
any  other  part  of  Ireland,  He  wished, 
therefore,  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
whether  the  Government  really  intended  to 
carry  out  the  law  ;  and,  if  so,  why  was  it 
that  ordinary  despatch  had  not  been  used 
' — for,  if  it  had,  numbers  of  persons  at  pre- 
sent unemployed,  and  amounting  in  num- 
ber, in  Cork  alone  he  beUeved,  to  37,000, 
wonid  have  found  employment ;  or,  whe- 
ther they  (the  Government)  bad  come  round 
to  the  opinion  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Kilkenny,  and  believed  these  col- 
leges were  to  be  infidel  institutions  ? 

Sir.  J.  GRAHAM  said,  he  had  no  diffi. 
cnlty  in  stating  that,  so  far  from  there  be- 
ing any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  proceed  with  the  colleges,  charters 
of  incorporation  constitnting  those  colleges 
had  been  granted  ;  the  presidents  and  vice- 
presidents  had  been  appointed  ;  at  Belfast 
the  site  had  been  chosen,  and  he  believed 
it  had  also  been  chosen  at  Golway  ;  and 
within  the  last  two  or  three  days,  the  pre- 
sidents and  vice-presidents  having  been  ap- 
pointed, they  had  submitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  by-lawe  and  the  curriculum  of 
education  which  they  recommend  for  adop- 

OniLDS  OF  DUBLIN. 

In  answer  to  a  question  fromMr.  O'CON- 
NBLL, 

Sm  J.  GRAHAU  siud,  tiiat  as  it  ap- 
peared by  a  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in  Dublin,  that  the  exclu- 
sive rights  of  the  various  guilds  in  Dublin 
were  not,  as  had  been  sumiosed,  abolished 
by  the  Irish  Municipal  Corporations  Bill, 
and  as  a  Bill  had  been'  introduced  into  Far- 
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liament  and  was  then  gone  up  to  tbe  Other 
House  for  the  abolition  of  such  excInsiTO 
rights  in  Scotland,  he  did  propose,  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  days,  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  having  the  same  object,  with  respect 
to  Dublin. 

TIMBER  DUTIES— RETURNS. 
LoRp  G.  BENTINCK :  I  riae.  Sir,  in 
accordance  with  the  notice  which  I  have 
given,  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at 
the  head  of  tiie  Government  for  an  expla- 
nation of  the  false  return  which  has  been 
made  to  the  Order  of  this  Honse.  That 
return  is  one  moved  for  by  me  of  the  prices 
of  Memel  and  Canada  timber.  I  made  the 
Motion  for  this  return  in  the  last  week  of 
January,  or  quite  in  the  bejpnning  of 
February,  llib  false  return,  when  it  vraB 
produced  was  dated  from  the  "  Landing 
Surveyor's  Office,  13th  Feb.;"  but  it  was 
not  presented  to  this  House  until  the  1st 
of  April.  My  object  in  moving  for  it  was 
to  throw  light  upon  the  debate  upon  tho 
timber  duties,  which  was  then  coming  on. 
Now  this  return,  when  it  was  produced, 
gave  the  following  as  the  prices  of  Memel 
timber.     It  was  in  different  years  : — 

1840  .    .  from  £8    0    0  to  £8    5    0 

1841  .    .    „       f  15    0  to      8    0    0 

1843  .  ,  „  7  IS  0  to  8  0  0 
per  load  duty  paid.  Tho  duty  was  then 
S5s.  So  the  average  of  three  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  return  was  81.  It.  &d.  Is 
1842  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  introduced  a 
change  in  the  duties  of  the  timber  trade. 
He  reduced  the  duty  by  25«.  in  1842;  and 
he  made  a  further  reduction  of  5«.  in  1843. 
The  return  goes  on  to  state  that  the  prices 
varied  in 

1844  .    .  from  £6    5    0  to  £0  10    0 

1845  .    .    „       fi    Jt    a  to      6  10    0 
1840    .    .    „       S  13    0  to     6  IT    6 

making  the  average  for  the  last  three 
years  51.  12t.  6d.  This  result  was  in- 
tended to  show  the  House  and  the  country 
tiiat  the  consumer  gained  by  the  reduction 
of  the  duty  by  30(„  not  only  the  whole 
amount  of  the  duty,  but  had  actuaUy 
gained  193.  2d.  in  addition;  that  the  con- 
sumer had  actually  gained  4d$.  2d.  per 
load.  Kow,  I  beUeve  the  fact  to  be,  that 
so  far  from  that  being  true,  if  the  return 
had  been  accurate  it  would  have  been  found 
that  the  prices  in  1840  to  1842  were  as 
follows.     I  believe  they  were  in — 

1840  .  about  £«  10  0 

1841  .    .    .   „   ^  6  »  0 

1842  .    T  •  ,»  C.t.^Cf^PC 


791            Timber  Dutiet—             {COMMONS}  Returtu.                 793 

averagbg  aboat  51.  6*.  8d.,  witt  a  duty  of  Trade  upon  the  13tli  of  February,  and  it 

55t.  per  toftd  paid;  whilel  in  the  last  three  was  laid  upon  tbe  Table  of  this  House  on 

years,  when  the  duty  was  reduced  from  the  Ist  of  April — as  if  that  were  tbe  most 

55i.  to  25s.,  if  the  return  hod  been  accu-  appropriate  day  for  tbe  presentation  of  this 

rate,  it  would  have  been  found  that  the  return. 

prices  were  in—  Sm  R.  PEEL :  I  do  not  thinl  I  shonld 

184*               .       .    sbont  £4    6    0  bo  justified  in  entering  into  any  arj^ument 

II"       ■                     "         1  la    6  ""  '''*  sily**:*  "f  *•»«  timber  duties ;  hut  I 

, .                    '      >'  -    "  1      1  ^ill  confine  myself  to  the  facta  of  the  case 

n»kmg.ii  average  danDg  the  tlir.ojear..  ^-^  „fe„„e  „  ,hc  error  ia  tie  return, 

of  about   «    7.    6i     So  that   the  eon-  j,     „„„^„  ,„  „„^  ^  il  je.teriaj. 

.umm  for  the  throe  jear.  .mee  the  re-  ^^^^  ,  ,„  ^^  ,j„  ,^  error  eri.ted  hi 

duetion,  oompard    «th  the  three  year.  ,^j   ^^,^       Although    thl.   return  waa 

pnor  to  tho  reduetjoo,  m-ttad  ot  g.m.og  ,rf  y,     „„  Majeaty'.  Mmi.ter.  to 

49..  2i   ha.  gamed  but  19..  M    pottmg  fj^  n„u.e,  yet.  fron,  thooinber  ofaiuta^- 

10..   lOd.  ,nto  the  poekot.  ot  the  Baltio  j^„,„„  i^^,,  j,              „  „  ^^  f^ 

gro.eri  aud,  a.  comp.™!  w.th  1842  uot  ■         ,'m,  U,  them  to  be  re.poo.ibIe  for 

puttmg  42..  6i   .u»  the  poeket.  of  the  ,he  „„u„ey  et  the.e  return.      That  rc- 

Engh.h  oou.mner.  but   puttmg    mto  h.a  ,p„„ibaity  r«,t.  with  the  department  by 

poeket.  12,.  M.  out  of  the  30,.  reduced  JJ^^  the' return  i.  mad..     So  doubt  it 

auly      I  thmk  It  an  .mpoitaut  matter  that  .,  ^            i„portanee  that  return.  m«U 

the  Houeo  .hould  he  able  to  rely  upon  the  „  ^,J  ^^^^  <g^^  ^^  ^^^^    ^j  ^^ 

truth  and  heno.ty  of  th.M  .taU.t.e.  latd  „„j„,„„ji      ,i,t  „  ,^,  „i,^  ,  „^, 

brfore   it  W  the  Board   of  Trade    upon  i„„rfi„te  inqniriea.     I  din«ted  that  if  it 

wh,ohour  legKlation  depend,.     Th,,  ,,  a  ,ere  found  an  em.r  had  been  made,  another 

Bcnous  (luention  for  tbe  llouse,  and  lor  tne  j             .    <_     ul                j      i>  -.i 

,      '       J   ..                   c    ,   ■   .     .■       .  document  should  be  prepared  and  laid  upon 

couiitrv;  and  it  was  mv  brst   mtention  to  ..     m  li      rai.Tr                                      -ti 

\.                 J  au  .  .L        1.    J-     .      a  'be  Table  of  tho  Houbc  as  soon  as  possible. 

have  moved   that   the  eubordmate  officers    mi ■  ■      .l         .  i     ^  i 

,      ,j  ,                       J  .    av    L            J      II    I  Ihere  is  an  error  in  the  return  adverted 

sbouJd  bo  summoned  to  the  bar,  and  called  .     »     41.        vi     t     j      i  j    ■    j  ,1.  .  -. 

,..,....,.  to  by  the  noble  Lord,     I  desired  that  it 
upon  to  eiplain  the  instructions  they  re-viii.        _i-i       .1 

'^.     ,       jf.,                   -  ,,                ■'       ,  should  be  corrected,  and  an  accurate  re- 
ceived, and  the  cause  of  the  error,  or  of  .  „  _,   .           j  i  v  i-        »i.  .. 
.,,,,,.,,,                    J            ..  turn  made ;  and  1  believe  that  accurate 
the  fraud  that  had  been  imposed  upon  tho  .   „   _.ii    v     1   -j                ju      m  li      . 
„             ,,            ^.         n  V     n     ai  return  will  be  laid   upon   the  Table   to- 
House      It  may  be  well  for   Gentiemen  ^^^^     The  mistake  originated  with  the 
connected  with  commercial  constituencies  g^^  ^^  Customs,  and  I  desired  to  know 
W  see  these  false  returns    and,  knowing  ^^^  j^  j,^^  ^^^j      j  ^^j^  j„         ^^^^ 
them  to  be  false    to  treat  the  matter  witK  ^^^  j^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^    ,^^^  the  return 
indiffereueo:  and  it  is  the  auty  of  all  the  _         j-»   .         .       i,        .l    l    , 
II     L         j.i-    ir         .1          .u       i  was  certified;  and  perhaps  the  best  course 
Members  of  this  House  to  know  the  nature  t         .  1.    ■    ,         j  -.    "^ 
J      ,     .     ,  .,                         ,  .,          .1  can  take  is  to  read  it; — 
and  ejtent  of  the  commerce  of  the  ports  _ 

and  borouffhs  we  represent.   But  this  paper  ,.(u.^t„  .~~~t„  .™..  ~„i  i.i  "        ir^  ' 

,   ,     =           1    *.i          1     1  -    Tr           1    .  '"r — In  answer  to  jour  requmtion,  e»lunc  on 

circulates  not  only  through  this  House,  but  mg  („  ^f^^g  ]„  wlut  departrnprit  the  error  in  lbs 

through  the   country,   and  the  peoplo  are  return  of  the  valuea  on   Memel   snd   Canadian 

deceived  by  such  mis-statements  sa  these,  timber  nrow,  I  Iibvb  to  rsgrct  lo  itate  that  it  nas 

We  have  seen  leading  articles,  written  by  in  tho  landing  mrvejor'.  department.   The  nitun. 

t     _   .1       1-.  _      *                                   „■    .:  of  the  mutake  i»,  that  the  unces  were  nnKHUilT 

learned    editor    of    newspapers,    proving  taken  f™m  the  iW  tW-/.  which  .«  not  offl- 

by  these  figures,  the   great  advantage  of  cial  Cu.tom.'  dooumenti,  but  a  mercantile  liirt,  in 

reduced  duties.      So  I  thought  it  no  more  which  tome  of  the  value*  quoted  include  the  du- 

than  my  duty  to  call  upon  the  right  hon.  ''•"■  whilM  others  do  not.    The  heading  of  tho 

Gentleman  to  explain  to  the  House  bow  it  '^  ««ntaining  the  ™l«e.,  vi.    '  ™l«e  in  bond^' 

.L   .   ,v-    i  1            1          L       1.           1   -J  led  to  the  error ;  it  apphcd  onl)' to  the  upper  half 

came  that  this  false  return  has  been  laid  ^  the  column,  not  to  that  p«i  in  whiXthe-, 

upon  the  Table — this  return,  which,  so  far  prires  wcr«  entered;  and  this  dintiuetion  wu  not 

as  I  can  make  out,  consists  merely  of  the  obierred.    I  hare  to  eipreu  mj  regret  at  this 

multiplication  of  tho  duty  pwd.      It  seems  «"<"'  •  •"<■  *^  nm^.  Sir,  roar  most  obsdieot 

merely  to  add  55..  a  load  to  the  price,  as  '*'T^  cmJ^u  e«."                 ' 

regards  the  first  three  yearn,  and  25».  a  ' 

load  to  the  price  as  regards  the  Inst  three.  There  has  been  an  error,  and  I  think  I 

And  you  must  remember  that  this  return  have  shown  the  House  that  I  have  taken 

laid  for  seven  weeks,  according  to  its  own  every  means  to  bo  accurate,  and  that  tbe 

date,  upon  tlie  table  of  tbe  Board  of  Trade,  officer  alone  is  reaponaible  for  tho  error 

The  return  waa  tuade  to  tho  Board  of  which  has  occurred. 
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TENANT  RIGHTS   IN   IRELAND. 

Mr.  F.  SCROPB  wished  to  put  a  quea- 
tiou  respectJDg  the  lacalit;  of  tenacit  nghta 
io  Irelaad.  la  a  recent  speech  of  his,  in 
stating  the  grounds  of  agrarian  outrage  in 
that  country,  lie  said  that,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  Irish  tenants  were  not 
protected  by  law  in  tho  enjoyment  of  their 
tenant  rights.  Ue  understood  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham]  at  the  time 
to  state  that  he  had  a  contrary  impression 
upon  this  subject ;  and  that  the  tenant 
right  in  Ireland  was  on  the  footing  of  a 
common  hiw  right.  It  was  a  point  highly 
necessary  to  be  cleared  up,  whether  the 
right  of  the  outgoing  tenant  to  the  goodwill 
was  a  right  that  he  could  enforce  at  common 
Jaw  ?  This  tenant  right  was  recognised  in 
the  north  of  Ireland,  particularly  in  the 
province  of  Ulster,  not  only  in  a  case  of 
tenancy  under  a  lease,  but  also  in  cases 
of  tenancy  at  will.  He  begged  to  ask  Her 
Majesty's  Government  wheUier,  in  case  of 
the  re^sal  of  a  landlord  in  Ireland,  and 
particularly  in  Ulster,  to  permit  the  sale  of 
tenant  right  and  goodwill  by  a  tenant  re- 
linquishing the  oceupaney  of  a  farm,  or  the 
refusal  of  a  landlord  who  reassumed  such 
occupancy  to  give  compensation  for  tenant 
right  or  goodwill  to  the  outgoing  tenant — 
preceding  tenants,  from  time  immemorial, 
having  sold  or  received  compensation  for 
snch  tenant  right  or  goodwill — the  civil 
and  military  power  would  be  employed 
to  enforce  ejectment  under  such  circum- 
stances ? 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  said,  the  question  put 
by  the  hon.  Member  was  not  one  of  policy, 
but  one  of  fact  and  law.  He  believed  the 
hon.  Member  was  correct  in  saying  that  a 
tenant  right  existed  in  certain  parts  of 
Ireland,  particularly  in  the  province  of 
Ulster.  It  was  a  right  not  resting  on  the 
written  law,  but  having  the  force  of  law. 
But  if  he  were  asked  whether  it  was  recog- 
nised by  the  courts  of  law,  he  shonld  have 
no  hesitation  in  stating  that  he  heUeved  it 
was  not.  The  process  of  ejectment  was 
twofold ;  either  by  writ  of  injunction  from 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  by  habere  in  a 
court  of  common  law.  When  these  were 
issued  to  the  sheriff,  he  had  no  business  to 
exercise  any  judgment  with  respect  to  the 
validity  of  those  precepts.  His  duty  was 
to  execute  them  in  due  course  of  law  by 
cither  civil  or  military  aid,  as  might  be 
necessary  ;  and  all  persons  were  bound  to 
Hid  and  assist  him  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty.  Whether  the  process  of  ^ectment 
was  by  writ  of  injunction  or  by  babtre,  it 
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was  the  duty  of  the  sheritf  to  execute  it, 
and  he  had  no  discretion  in  the  matter. 

DISMISSAL  OF  MR.  DAT. 

Mb.  CHRISTIE  rose  to  bring  beforo 
the  House  the  case  of  a  second  Assistant 
Poor  Law  Commissioner  who,  within  a 
short  period,  had  been  deprived  of  his 
appointment  without  any  reason  being  as- 
signed for  such  a  measure,  and  under 
circumstances  of  injustice  which  required 
eiplanation.  He,  of  course,  expected  to 
be  met  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
(Sir  J.  Graham)  with  the  objection  formerly 
urged  on  a  similar  occasion,  that  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  were  empowered  to 
remove  the  Assistant  Commissioners  at 
their  discretion.  He  bad  all  along  been 
aware  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
possessed  this  power ;  but  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament under  which  they  were  appointed 
provided  certain  securities  for  the  just  and 
proper  exercise  of  that  power ;  and  ho 
must  now  call  upon  the  House  to  consider 
whether,  in  the  case  he  was  about  to  sub- 
mit to  them,  the  securities  bo  provided  by 
the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act  hod  not 
been  trampled  upon  and  disregarded  ?  The 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  were  empowered 
to  act  only  as  a  board  ;  for  the  formation 
of  a  constitutional  board  the  attendance  of 
at  least  two  Commissioners  was  required ; 
and,  further,  the  hoard  was  not  complete 
without  the  presence  of  the  secretary,  its 
recording  officer.  The  Poor  Law  Amend- 
ment Act  also  specially  required  that  a 
foithAil  minute  should  he  kept  of  every 
proceeding  of  the  Commissioners ;  and  it 
was  provided  that,  for  further  security, 
theee  minutes  should  be  submitted  at  least 
once  a  year  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department.  The  fourth  section 
of  that  Act  ran  thus : — 

"  The  said  CommiBsianen  shall  makEi  s  record 
of  their  proceedinga,  io  which  aholl  be  entered 
in  writiog  a  reference  to  every  letter  receivHi, 
whence,  its  date,  the  date  of  its  receptioD.  und  the 
Bnbject  to  which  it  relatci,  nod  a  minute  of  every 
letter  written  or  order  given  by  the  said  CoDimit- 
sioncn,  whether  in  sniwer  to  luch  letters  reoeivod 
or  otherwise,  with  the  date  of  tho  sBiDe,  and  a 
minute  of  the  opinion  of  each  of  the  members  of 
the  board  of  Cammissioaera,  in  case  the;  ihonld 
finally  differ  in  opinion  upon  any  ovder  to  be  given 
or  other  ;avceeding  of  the  bonrd ;  and  aueh  record 
shall  be  submitted  to  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Prin- 
cipal Secrelai-ies  once  in  overj  year,  or  oa  often 
as  he  shall  require  the  sarnD." 

He  (Mr.  Christie)  was  about  to  ask  for  the 
production  of  all  mitmtes  and  correspon- 
dence relative  to  Mr.  Day's  resignation, 
and  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Wade  as 
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his  snccesMr.  Mr.  Day  had  MpUed  for 
thoae  minnteB,  both  to  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
tnifisionera  and  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  J.  Graham);  but  he  had  not  succeeded 
ID  obtaining  them.  It  wM  true  that  reasons 
had  been  assigned,  both  by  the  Conunis- 
sioncra  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  for  re- 
quiriDg  Mr.  Day  to  resign  his  appointment; 
hut  before  he  sat  down  he  would  show  that 
those  alleged  reasons  were  most  inconsis- 
tent. Those  reasons  being  utterly  unsatis- 
factory to  Hr.  Day,  be  had  applied  to  the 
CommiBsioncrs  for  the  minute  on  which  the 
call  for  fais  reugnation  was  based  ;  but  the 
only  reply  he  could  get  from  the  Commis- 
Noners  was  an  evasion  of  his  request ; 
while  from  the  right  hon.  Home  Secretary 
he  merely  obtained  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  receipt  of  his  letter.  At  the 
time  when  Mr.  Day  was  requested  to  send 
in  his  resignation,  he  bad  been  an  Assis- 
tant Poor  Law  Commissioner  for  eight 
years.  Long  before  the  passing  of  the 
Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  Mr.  Day  had 
paid  special  attention  to  the  working  of 
the  Poor  Law ;  he  had  been  for  some  years 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  Sussex; 
and  as  a  magistrate  for  that  eonntj  ho 
had  watched  with  particular  interest  the 
operation  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor.  When  the  preliminary  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry  into  the  Poor  Law  wat 
appointed,  Mr.  Day  gave  that  Commissior 
the  benefit  of  his  experience,  and  furnished 
them  with  a  report,  the  value  of  which  they 
acknowledged,  and  which  was  printed  in 
the  appendix  to  their  report.  After  the 
passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Commissia 
Somerset  House,  Mr.  Day,  who  on 
formation  of  the  Uekfield  union,  in  which 
he  resided,  had  been  appointed  vice-chair- 
moD  of  the  board  of  guardians,  continued 
to  give  the  Commissioners  the  advantage 
of  bis  assistance.  He  made  frequent  com- 
munications to  them  ;  and  the  nilue  of  bis 
assistance  was  proved  by  the  fact  that 
when,  towards  the  close  of  1835,  it 
determined  to  appoint  six  additional  Assist- 
ant Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Mr.  Day, 
withotit  any  solicitation  on  his  part,  was 
asked  by  Mr.  Lefevre,  dien  a  Poor  Law 
Commissioner,  whether  he  would  accept 
one  of  the  appointments  thus  placed  at 
their  disposal !  Ho  believed  that,  at  that 
time,  the  applications  for  Assistant  Poor 
Law  Commissionerships  were  excessively 
numerous,  and  that  from  a  large  number 
of  candidates  for  the  appointments — some 
of  them  persons  of  ability  and  distiuction 


jtional  Assistant  Commiaaioner. 
After  some  consideration  Mr.  Day  accepted 
the  appointment,  and  for  a  period  of  eight 
years  he  continued  zealously  and  faithfiillj 
to  discharge  the  ardnous  duties  of  his 
office;  his  conduct  elicited  frequent  expres- 
kpprobation  from  his  superiors. 
During  the  whole  period  he  asked  for  leave 
of  absence  for  only  eight  weeks,  and  he 
never  received  the  slightest  hint  that  his 
conduct  was  viewed  with  disapprobation 
hy  the  Commisuoners,  or  even  a  augges- 
as  to  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  In- 
deed, the  only  instance  of  any  fault  being 
found  with  Mr.  Day  during  that  period 
IS  towards  the  close  of  his  connexion 
itb  the  Commission,  when  he  received  a 
communication  requesting  him  to  write  in 
a  larger  eharacter.  In  Augnst,  1843, 
Mr.  Day,  while  attending  a  board  of  guar- 
dians in  Wales,  in  the  neigbhoorhood  of 
Lord  Cawdor's  scat,  met  with  an  accident 
hy  which  his  leg  was  broken.  He  was  in 
consequence  laid  up  for  a  period  of  five 
weeks ;  hut  before  the  end  of  September 
he  resumed  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
and  had  almost  forgotten  the  accident, 
when,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1844 — five 
months  after  the  occurrence — he  was  re- 
minded of  it  by  the  following  communica- 
tion from  the  Poor  Law  Conmiissioners : — 
"  Poor  Law  Offloe,  Jan.  U.  I8«. 
"  Mj  dear  Sir — The  prment  rtaM  of  Wales  and 
the  sdjuning  countiea  hsi  obliged  the  Conunis- 
sioQors  most  aniiouBlj  to  eonaider  the  tumnge- 
menli  dow  existing  in  that  dialrici,  with  reference 
to  the  admiaistraCioD  of  the  Poor  I^w :  and  we 
bave  been  uaablc  to  avoid  comiDg  to  the  cortcla- 
■ion  that  the  utmost  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
Aesistsnt  Commiuioner  in  giviDg  his  altendanco 
St  the  meetings  of  the  boatdi  of  guardismi,  and  in 
persoDallf  inspecting  the  several  warkhouaes  fre- 
quently, is  indispensable  to  the  proper  mansge- 
mentof  Che  district.  Actiagnpoo  th^ conviction, 
when  jou  onfbrtuuatd)'  met  with  the  accident  OD 
the  19th  of  August,  the  CommissioDers  immedi- 
Btetf  requested  Mr.  Vesle  to  [nveeed  to  Wales, 
where  lie  renudncd  seven  weeks,  hii  own  district 
being  left  during  that  period  without  roperintend- 
ence,  alchough  staadiag  gr«atlj  in  need  of  it.  Wa 
are  precluded  by  tiui  Act  of  the  Session  before  last 
from  appointing  aaj  supemumerary,  or  additional 
Assistant  Commisaianers :  and  we  tutve  no  means 
at  our  diapoud  for  supplying  the  want  of  that  ac- 
tive superintendence  which  is  at  all  times  neces- 
sary, bat  is  more  particularly  and  urgently  so  M 
the  present  moDieat  io  Wales.  We  regret  ex- 
ceedingly to  ieam  that  your  bodily  health  is  not 
such  as  to  enable  you  to  make  the  requisite  eier- 
tioni,  Mtid  we  can  sec  no  escape  from  tbe  embai^ 
rassmeuts  in  which  we  are  placed,  but  hy  frsnklj 
stating  what  we  think  tbe  public  service  requires, 
and  to  suggest  yonr  resignation,  a*  affording  the 
only  meaiu  for  enabling  the  Commissioners  to 
supply  tbe  pnseot  defkcienc?,  and  to  provide  fcr 
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the  ttctiTO  niperintendence  of  tbe  diitriot  Ja  iti 
preaeDt  verj  critical  itate,  A  aommuDication  of 
thia  iuttur«  cannot  be  oUicrwiie  than  painful  to  my 
CoUeagaei  and  mjwif.  We  can  onlj  aBBure  jou 
that  it  JB  foanded  eatirelf  oa  a  eenie  of  puUia 
duty,  and  in  thiB  light  wo  truat  that  you  will  re- 
CBiTO  it. — I  remain,  dear  Sir,  Terj  fcithfiiUj  joutb, 

"  GkOHOB  NiOHOIJjS." 

Allusion  was  mode  in  this  commnnicatioa 
to  tlie  circumatanoe  of  Hr.  Weale's  having 
been  Bent  into  Wales,  and  to  the  iDConve~ 
nience  which  had  been  thereby  occasioned. 
But  it  appeared  from  a  return  which  had 
heea  preaentod  to  the  House,  on  the  Mo~ 
tion  of  the  hon.  and  gaUont  Member  for 
Lincoln  (Colonel  Sibthorp),  that  during 
the  time  Hr.  Day  was  prevented  from  at- 
tending to  his  dnties,  two  of  the  AsaUtant 
Commissioners  were  absent  from  duty  on 
leare.  Hr.  Day  did  not  resume  bis  duties 
till  the  25th  of  September;  and  it  appeared 
fiynn  the  return  to  which  be  referred  that 
Mr.  elements  had  leave  to  the  23rd  of 
September,  and  Sir  John  Walsham  till  the 
25th  of  the  same  month.  If,  therefore, 
any  inconvenience  had  resulted  Avm  Mr. 
Day's  inability  to  discharge  hia  duties,  it 
might  have  been  obviated  by  the  recall  of 
one  of  those  gentlemen.  The  Commis- 
flionera  intimated,  in  the  letter  be  bad  just 
read,  that  they  considered  Mr.  Day  inca- 
pable of  tbe  exertion  requisite  for  tbe  effi- 
cient performance  of  his  duty ;  but  they 
had  addressed  no  inquiry  whatever  to  Mr, 
Day  as  to  tbe  state  of  hia  health.  Indeed, 
Hr.  Day  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Commissioners  were  satisfied  he  was 
recovering  from  his  accident,  for  on  the 
18th  of  November,  1843,  he  received  a 
letter  firom  Mr.  Lewis,  containing  the  fol- 
lowing passages : — 

"  I  am  glad  that  yon  are  able  to  retnine  four 
work  witiwdt  dilBoaltf ,  thonih  I  ftar  that  ;on  will 
feci  *h»  efleota  of  your  aceident  for  aome  timo  to 
oorae.  I  am  much  obliged  to  fon  for  jour  inqui- 
riei  about  my  health.  1  think  1  bare  certainly 
Kreived  considerable  benefit  from  aix  weeks  of 
Leamington  waters  and  Dr.  Jephson." 
Itappearcd  from  this  note  that,  during  part 
of  the  time  Mr.  Day  waa  laid  up,  Mr.  Lewis 
had  himself  been  suffering  from  indispoai- 
tion,  and  hod  on  that  account  been  absent 
from  hia  duty.  To  Mr.  JJicholls's  letter 
Mr.  Day  sent  the  following  reply  : — 

"  Bangor,  Jan.  H,  ia«. 
"  My  dear  Sir — In  conBoqucnoe  of  there  being 
two  dayB'  letters  waiting  fur  me  here,  I  have  only 
juit  receiTied  your  commaaication  of  the  day  before 
yesterday.  It  has  both  Burpriscd  and  pained  mo. 
It  has  been  communicated  at  a  time  when,  for  all 
pmrticnl  purpoBeB,  I  have  nearly  recovered,  my 
only  ailment  being  the  remaining  wcaknesB  in  my 

leg,  (rtuch  Mil]  obliges  me  to  use  erolckea ;  but  ae 


&r  a*  my '  bodily  health'  and  tbe  power  of  ttavel- 
Uqs  is  concerned,  I  am  as  well  as  eter.  I  may 
ado,  that  had  I  acted  upon  the  recommendation 
which  waa  urged  upoo  me,  U>  ask  leave  of  abBence 
daring  the  laat  quarter,  for  the  purpose  of  eSectu- 
atly  attending  to  the  cure  of  my  leg,  I  belisve  I 
long  dnoB  should  have  been  perfectly  efficient ;  but 
I  felt  that  under  the  oircumatances  I  ought  not  to 
leave  my  district,  and  consequently  abstainod  from 
doing  so.  Your  own  orders  confined  me  to  South 
'Wales,  as  long  as  the  disturbances  lasted,  which 
prevented  my  visiting  a  large  portion  of  my  dis- 
trtot ;  and  the  appointment  of  a  CommisEion  of  In- 
quiry appeared  to  me  to  render  it  desirable  that  I 
should  remain  in  tbe  neigtibonrhood  of  their  sit- 
tings, in  order  to  explain  any  points  which  might 
appear  equivocal  or  DnsatJB&ctory.  Those  eir- 
cauutancOB  will  account  for  the  limited  sphere  of 
my  movements  of  late,  much  more  than  my  acci- 
dent ;  and  in  point  of  &ct  I  have  pursued  this 
course,  without  any  intimation  to  the  contrary 
from  yourselves,  deeming  it  to  be  to  the  iateroit 
of  tbe  Commission,  and  to  my  own  personal  loss, 
as  my  horses  hare  been,  to  a  oonaiderable  extent, 
on  Qncompensated  eipcnse.  Putting  aside  the 
tlie  weeks  when  I  was  confined  at  Lord  Cawdor's, 
I  will  merely  add  that  from  some  time  in  Jnne  till 
after  Christmas  I  have  been  (I  believe,  for  I  have 
not  my  diaries  with  me)  only  fourteen  days  in  my 
own  bouse.  If,  then,  the  question  depend  upon 
the  power  of  locomotion.  I  trust  that  the  Commis- 
sioners will  reconsider  their  determination.  If  it 
proceed  upon  the  conviction  of  my  own  unStnesa 
for  the  situation  in  other  respects,  I  have,  of  course, 
only  to  acquiesce." 

Mr.  Day  then  proceeded  to  detail  the  ser- 
vices he  had  rendered  to  tbe  Poor  Law 
CommiasLoners  ;  but  with  that  part  of  the 
letter  be  would  not  trouble  tue  House. 
Mr.  Day  wroto  again  and  again  to  the 
CommiaMoners,  requesting  to  be  informed 
of  the  real  reason  of  hia  dismiaaal  ;  but  he 
was  unable  to  obtain  any  answer  beyond 
general  eipressiona  that  they  were  actu- 
ated by  a  strong  sense  of  publio  dnty,  and 
that  the  course  they  baa  taken  was  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  sendee,  mingled  with  lavish  profea- 
siona  of  great  personal  respect  for  himself, 
and  disclumera  of  any  diaaatisfaotion  with 
his  conduct.  Mr.  Day  felt  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Commissioners  could  not  rest 
entirely  upon  tbe  reason  tbcy  assigned — 
that  the  state  of  bis  health  disqualified  him 
for  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  and  he  con- 
cluded that  some  impntation  of  blame  at- 
tached to  him,  with  regard  to  which  they 
would  give  him  no  information.  The  pe- 
riod selected  for  Mr.  Day's  dismisaol  waa 
at  the  close  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry 
appointed  to  investigate  the  disturbances 
in  South  Wales.  That  Commission  re- 
ceived a  great  deal  of  evidence;  but  their 
proceedings  were  conducted  with  closed 
doors,  and  Mr.  Day  hod  no  means  of  know* 
ing  whether  any  o!  the  evidence  adduced 


Ditmititd  of 


{COMMONS} 


799 

before  them  referred  to  liis  conduct  or  cha- 
rftctcr.  After  applying  to  the  Poor  Law 
CommiaBioDera  again  and  again,  begging 
thcni  to  acquaint  him  with  tbcir  reasons 
for  his  dismissal,  Mr.  Day  wrote  to  them, 
Btuting  that  he  could  only  attribute  their 
conduct  to  Tcpreaentations  made  to  tbe 
Commissioners  of  Inquiry  in  Wales,  and 
communicated  hy  them  to  the  right  hon. 
Home  Secretary,  or  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners. In  order  to  show  the  painful 
injustice  of  this  trcatmeot  of  an  old,  effi- 
cient, and  long-tried  public  officer,  he  (Mr. 
Christie)  would  read  to  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  Mr.  Lewis  by  Mr.  Day  al- 
most immediately  on  receiving  intimation 
that  his  resignation  was  required.  This 
was  a  private  letter,  to  wbicb  Mr.  Day 
never  received  any  answer  : — 

"  Bangor,  Jan.  U,  18*4. 
"  My  dear  Sir — Mr.  Nicholla's  letter  bu  »ur- 
priied  me  so  mach  ttiat  1  am  enCirclf  nt  a  loss 
what  course  to  Ukc.  To  nik  of  fou  to  dlTulge  tbe 
prlyate  reasons  which  maj  have  operated  agiunit 
me,  I  lr*l  would  icarcclj  be  eomiitent  with  our 
relative  liCuationa:  but  at  the  ume  time,  to  re- 
quire a  resiKDjition,  because  one  bus  been  incapa- 
i^itated.  without  inquiry  whether  the  inoapacitj  is 
likplf  to  remain,  is  so  contrar;  to  the  usual  course, 
that  I  confess  I  can  hardl;  bring  myself  to  belicro 
tliat  mv  accident  U  the  real  e.-iuse  of  thii  proceed- 
ing. If  there  be  anything  else,  and  jou  think  you 
can  consiitenCly  inform  me  oT  it,  I  need  hardly  say 
tbe  obligation  I  shaU  feel.  I  should  like  at  least 
to  know  my  weak  point,  and  to  undeceive  myself, 
painful  though  it  may  be.  I  cannot,  howerer.  but 
oonfess  that  bnTing  altered  all  my  prerious  ar- 
mn^menta  with  reference  to  tbe  commission,  the 
uneipecled  depritaUon  of  ttus  appointment  can- 
jKit  but  oporate  lorj  severalj  upon  me.  It  is  only 
within  this  week  p.ist  that  I  have  placed  one  of  niy 
sons  with  a  solicitor,  the  principal  object  of  which 
willbcdefiiatediri  .      ■        - 


slnt«  of  my  '  bodily  health.'  1  think,  in  justice 
luyaelf,  1  ma;  say,  that  on  a  recent  oecaaion  1  e 
tered  tlio  board  room  at  10  o'clock  a.u.,  and  did 
not  leave  it  till  T  P.  u. ;  and  that  this  week  just 
ended  1  went  over  to  a  board  of  guardians  twenty- 
sii  miles,  arrived  [here  at  their  time  of  commenc- 
ing businesa.  stayed  the  whole  of  the  buiineas,  and 
returned  in  the  cveniag." 

Mr.  Day  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Frankland 
Lewis,  chairman  of  the  South  Wales 
Commission,  asking  if  he  could  throw  any 
light  on  the  conduct  of  the  Commiaaioners; 
and  the  following  was  an  extract  from  Mr. 
Lewis's  reply  :— 

"  My  dear  Sir — I  have  been  much  pained  at 
reading  your  letter,  aa  it  exhibits  an  uneaay  state 
of  mind  which  I  am  sinccrelj  aorry  that  anything 
should  make  you  suffer.  I  can  truly  assure  jou 
that  your  name  hag  never  been  mentioned  in  the 
preMince  of  Sir  James  Graham  in  my  heuring; 
that  1  beard  with  lurjoise  of  your  removal,  which 
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>ver  may  bo  the  eanae  of  it,  or  whatever  may 
be  tbe  amngenients  which  have  led  to  it,  baa  in 
DO  degree  originaUid  iricb,  or  been  in  the  aligfalnt 
degree  influenced  bf  injthiag  laid  or  done  by  me. 
.    .     .    .    Tou  have  always  my  good  opinion  and 

In  another  letter,  dated  the  27th  of  Janu- 
ary, Mr.  F.  Lewis  said — 

"  I  have  never  heard  your  removal  alluded  to, 
nor  had  I  the  slightest  reason  to  imagine  it  had 
been  contemplated  until  I  was  told  it  was  done. 
When  BO  told  I  made  no  contment.  The  only  thing 
that  occurred  to  me  was,  that  you  had  had  a  long 
doae  of  it :  longer,  I  imagined,  than  yon  could 
have  looked  to  whan  we  asked  for  your  aasist- 

These  letters  negatived  the  poasibility  of 
Mr.  Day's  removal  having  taken  plaee  in 
consequence  of  any  TepresentatJuns  of  the 
Commissi  oners  of  Inquiry  in  South  Wales. 
Being  unable  to  obtain  any  aatiafactoiy 
eiplanation  from  the  Commissioners,  Mr. 
Day  wrote  to  the  right  hon.  Home  Secre- 
tary (Sir  J.  Graham),  enclosing  copies  of 
the  letters  he  had  addressed  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners ;  and  the  following 
was  the  reply  he  received  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  : — 

"  Whitehall,  3flth  January.  1844. 
"  Rir — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  tbe 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23rd  inat.  I  have  to 
regret  that  you  should  be  placed  in  tbe  eircnm- 
stancea  which  you  doacribe;  but  1  beg  to  infi^rak 
you  that  the  Poor  Law  Commiaaioners  alone  exer- 
cise the  power  of  appointing,  or  ceasing  to  employ, 
their  asuatanta.  1  do  not  interfere.  A  raductioB 
of  their  establishment  has  been  rendered  impera- 
tive :  I  have  conferred  with  them  on  the  aobject ; 
they  have  aelected  you  in  the  eiercisa  of  their  own 
diacretion,  and  I  am  not  diiposed  to  think  it  un- 
sound. At  the  lame  time.  I  must  remark  that 
your  ceasing  to  be  an  AssistaDt  I'oor  Idw  Commia- 
lioner,  in  these  circumstance*,  casta  no  stain  on 
your  character  ;  it  is  in  consequenoe  of  reduction ; 
bult  has  not  been  imputed  to  you. — I  have  tbe 
honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  (ervant, 
"J.  R.G.  GaiBua." 
Mr.  Nicholls  rested  Mr.  Day's  dismissal 
on  the  ground  of  his  accident,  which  was 
alleged  to  incapacitate  bim  for  active  exer- 
tions; while  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  \a  the 
letter  he  bad  just  read,  justified  it  by  the 
imperative  necessity  which  existed  for  re- 
dncing  the  number  of  Assbtant  Commis- 
sioners. Mr.  Day  shortly  afterwards  wrote 
to  Mr.  Nicholls,  asking  which  of  the  other 
Assistant  Commisaioners  would  take  his 
district,  in  consequence  of  the  now  arrange- 
ments which  he  expected  to  be  made  npon 
this  reduction  in  the  number  of  Assistant 
Commissioners;  and  what  was  his  astonish- 
ment, when,  on  tbe  6th  of  February,  within 
a  fortnight  after  be  heard  from  die  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  the  effect  dut  be  \mA 
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been  called  on  to  resign  because  of  a  redac- 
tion taking  place  in  the  number  of  AasiHt- 
ant  ComiuiBsioners,  he  was  informed  by 
Mr.  Nicbolls  that  the  establishment  was 
not  to  be  reduced  at  all,  but  that  the  Poor 
Law  Commissi  oners  intended  to  appoint  a 
new  Assistant  Commissioner  in  bis  place. 
Mr.  Nicholls  wrote  the  following  answer  to 
■  Mr.  Day  :— 

"  My  dear  Sir — I  haal*!!  to  replj  to  jour  letter 
of  yeiterdiLj.  CoIopcI  Wade  will  lucceed  you  in 
Wslei ;  and  1  recommend  you  to  write  to  him  re~ 
■peotins  yoor  hooM.  You  iat,j  direct  to  him  at 
the  Adjutant  Gooeml'i  Office,  Dublin.  With  re- 
■pect  to  the  time,  we  expect  that  Colonel  Wade 
will  be  able  to  enter  npon  hia  duCiea  early  in  the 
ensuing  quarter,  and  we,  of  courae,  thould  with 
70U  to  remain  in  charge  of;oorillatiietuDtit  then, 
if  thia  should  suit  rour  ooDTcnieDoo.  ....  1 
remaiii,  my  dear  Sir,  Tory  truly  yoon, 

"WilliwoDay,  Esq."        "  Geobok  Kicbolu. 

Notwithstanding  what  was  written  by  the 
Poor  Iiaw  Commissioner,  it  cerbunly  ap- 
peared, as  Colonel  Wade  was  appointed  to 
Boceeed  Mr.  Daj,  that  the  prolongation  of 
the  serriceB  of  the  Intter  was  required 
ratiier  to  siut  Colonel  Wade's  convenience 
than  Mr.  Day's;  and  notwithstanding  M: 
Day's  stftte  of  health,  and  the  critical  cii 
cnmetances  of  the  district,  Mr.  Day  ws 
continued  as  Assistant  Commissioner  in  tb 
same  district  for  nearly  two  months  after 
the  letter  requesting  him  to  resign  wa: 
written.  Mr.  Day  sent  in  his  resignatioi 
on  the  31st  of  March ;  on  the  5th  of  April 
Colonel  Napier  was  gftxetted  Deputy  Ad' 
jutaot  General  of  Itidaud  vice  Colonel 
Wade;  and  on  the  ISth  of  April  Colonel 
Wade  succeeded  as  AsNstant  Poor  Law 
Commiesioner;  but  from  the  31st  of  March 
till  the  18th  of  April,  this  district,  in  1 
tical  circumstances,  was  left  without 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner, 
bad  no  intention  t»  speak  with  the  sli^test 
disreapect  of  Colonol  Wade,  who  was  not 
reeponaible  for  these  proceedings.  He 
knew  that  Colonel  Wade  was  a  most  dis- 
tinguished and  meritorious  officer;  but  with- 
out any  disrespect  or  imputation  towards 
Colonel  Wade,  he  thought  he  might  say, ' 
that  if  one  were  to  consider  the  compara- 
tira  efficiency  of  the  two,  Mr.  Day  and 
Colonel  Wade  (agwnst  the  former  of  whom 
no  charge  was  nude,  but  that  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  break  his  leg,  while  the 
other  was  an  old  officer,  a  lieutenant-colonel 
at  the  battle  of  Waterloo),  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  concluding  that  Mr.  Day's 
efficiency  was  the  superior.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  having  stated  that  do  fault  was 
impnted  to  Mr.  Day,  it  would  not  be  uecos- 
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sary  for  him  (Mr.  Christie)  to  enter  into  a 
vindication  of  that  gentleman's  character. 
If  it  were  necessary,  there  were  ample  ma- 
terials for  doing  so;  but  after  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated,  Mr.  Day 
not  placed  upon  his  defence;  it  was 
bo  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  defend  themselves. 
It  was  for  them  to  reconcile  the  contradic- 
tory reasons  assigned  for  Mr.  Day's  dis- 
missal ;  and  it  was  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  say  how  Mr.  Day's  dis- 
missal on  the  alleged  gronnd  of  a  reduction 
being  about  to  tako  place  in  the  establish- 
ment, was  consistent  with  the  fact  of  a  new 
Assistant  Commissioner  being  fixed  on  to 
succeed  him,  and  with  the  circumstance 
that  from  that  time  to  this,  no  reduction 

the  number  of  Assistant  Commissioners 
had  taken  place,  hut  that  shortly  after, 
a  material  increase  hod  been  made  in 
the  Poor  Law  Commission  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  fourth  Chief  Comraisaioner,  Mr. 
Twisletou,  who  bad  been  sent  to  Ireland. 
He  wotdd  read  an  extract  irom  another 
letter  written  by  Mr.  Day  : — 

"  It  irilt  be  nnneoeisary  tat  mo  to  detail  tho 
&ots  connected  with  my  dismitsal,  for  they  are 
sufficiently  ei|riained  in  Uie  correspondence  which 
is  annexed  ;  but  I  may  add,  that,  in  addicioa  to 
thow)  communicationn,  laddresied  a  private  letter 
to  one  of  the  ConuuiBiianers  asking  for  their  roa- 
■009,  but  to  which  no  anewer  wna  retomed.  I 
pau  DOW  to  the  eonaideration  of  the  manner  in 
which  these  ^ntlemen  have  carried  tboir  porpovM 
into  eiecutiou.  In  the  hinguage  of  Junina,  '  they 
have  treated  me  ai  if  I  had  neither  aanae  to  feel 
nor  spirit  to  resent.'  They  select  for  the  period 
of  my  removal  the  close  of  the  inquiries  of  ths 
Commiaaion  for  South  Vfalea.  They  tfaweby  oansv 
the  inevitable  inference  that  my  conduct  there  bad 
not  been  proof  against  a  aearching  and  peraODal 
inveetigation.  In  the  first  instance,  they  allege 
my  accident  at  Lord  Cairdor'a  as  their  reason, 
without  the  common  justice  of  inquiring  aa  to  my 
progress  towards  recovery  ;  and  whan  the  fact  of 
the  resumption  of  my  duties  compels  the  abondoQ- 
mcnt  of  that  ground,  they  fallback  upon  the  rogue 

?mcralitics  of  public  service  and  public  duty. 
hey  teli  me  that  I  am  unable  to  give  that  sotive 
snperintendencfl  which  admits  of  no  delay,  and  yet 
they  re<^neat  me  to  remain  in  oliarge  of  the  dia- 
trict,  if  It  suit  my  convenience,  foe  nearly  another 
quarter  of  a  year.  They  rely  upon  the  '  very  cri- 
tical atate'  of  South  Wales  at  that  moment,  a< 
■  particularly  and  urgently '  requiring  the  proienoa 
of  an  AssisUnt  Commiaaioner ;  ^d  yet.  upon 
commuaicating  with  tbem  as  to  my  moTcmenta, 
tliey  direct  me  to  proceed  to  North  Whiles.  Fi- 
nally, when  they  have  never  linown  mc  in  privaw 
life,  even  for  h  single  hour,  they  insult  me  with 
pnjeasiona  of 'private'  respect,  that  the  antitbesia 
of  official  contempt  may  be  more  strongly  marked. 
But  inefficiency  is  negatived  by  the  very  duration 
of  my  service ;  it  is  contradicted  by  the  unsolicited 
and  repeated  renewal  of  my  c< 
then,  the  poblio  believe  that  I  ai 
2D 
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out  a  CIUM  ! — irill  ihej  deem  nieh  conduct  to- 
wanla  >  public  Borranl,  if  lie  hnre  done  his  duty, 
possible  ? — or,  nill  they  not  ratbcr  entertain  tbe 
iunpicion  of  tomu  gnrer  and  heavier  char^, 
whicb,  in  compnsaion,  the  Commiuionen  have 
■uppn^ued  ?    Now,  my  Lord  Duke,  if  niy  plane 


night  hi 


eboen 


eTCD  the  cold  complimrat  for  furmer  gerricci 
TouehuTed  ;  but  a  derotion  of  eight  yean 
abruptly  terminated,  and  I  am  diKarded  withe 
eTea  tho  fomu  of  regret.  Tbey  dared  not  to 
juit,  far  they  vould  haic,  then,  condemned  thi 


Not 


aeke 


It  ii 


for  the   Comi 


their  rca«oni.  irhero  '  fault  i»  not  imputed ' — ^t  i» 
for  Sir  Jime«  Graham  to  reconcile  '  reduotion ' 
with  Ibe  appointment  of  a  auoceuor  eren  before 


He  Lad  given  notice  of  liis  intentiou  to 
move  for  the  production  of  corregpondeuce 
on  this  matter,  and  also  a  reference  of  Mr. 
Day's  case  to  the  Committee  un  the  Ando- 
TCr  Union.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  J.  Graham) 
would  object  to  the  hitter  part  of  the  Mo- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  con- 
nexion between  the  two  caaee.  He  hoped 
tliat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  i 
prepared  with  any  elaborate  argumenla 
this  part  of  the  question  ;  because,  though 
he  (Mr.  Christie)  thought  that  there  would 
bo  no  impropriety  in  referring  Mr.  Day' 
case  to  the  Committee  on  the  Andove 
Union,  yet  it  was  to  him  comparatively  in 
different  whether  the  case  was  referred  to 
that  or  to  another  tribunal.  Tho  circum- 
stances attending  the  diamissals  of  Mr.  Par- 
ker wid  Mr.  Day  were  certainly  very  simi- 
lar. In  both  caacs  there  was  every  reason 
to  heUeve  that  there  was  on  absence  of  the 
minutes  required  by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 
If  there  had  existed  any  minutes  they 
would  have  heard  of  thorn  in  Mr.  Parker  s 
case  before  the  present  time ;  for  that 
gentleman  had  appUed  to  the  Poor  Law 
CommissioDers,  and  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet opposite,  repeatedly,  and  from  nei- 
ther party  had  ho  been  able  to  obtain  them. 
Both  gentlemen  had  been  dismissed  under 
circumstances  exposing  them  to  injurious 
imputations,  and  in  neither  case  had  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  had  Uic  justice 
or  generosity  to  take  any  steps  to  relieve 
them  from  ^ose  unjust  impnt«tions.  The 
circiuustances  of  the  two  cases  were  very 
similar;  but  Mr.  Day's  dismissal  was  some 
tuue  antecedent  to  Mr.  Parker's.  Up  to 
this  time  there  had  been  no  public  discus- 
sion about  Mr.  Day's  ease ;  and  when  Ur. 
Parker's  case  came  to  be  considered  at 
Somersct-houac,  what  if  it  had  been  said 
there  (though  he  did  not  know  that  it  was 
Sftid),  "  Mr.  Day's  case  did  us  no  hann ; 
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so  we  may  treat  Mr.  Parker  with  like  in- 
justice."    It  was  comparatively  indifferent 
to  him  whether  Mr.  Day's  caae  was  refn-- 
red   to  the    Committee  on    the   Andover 
Union  or  not ;  for  it  was  his  beUef  that 
with  these  two  cases  before  the  public,  and 
with  the  other  facts  which  were  in  the  pos- 
session  of  the  pubhc  with  respect  to  the 
proceedings   of  the    Poor    Law    Commis- 
sionera,  that  it  would  be  quite  impossible 
for  tliat  House  again  to  vote  the  salary  for 
those  Conunifisiouers  without  having  £nt 
instituted  an  inquiry    into   their  general 
mode    of    administering    the    Poor    Law 
Amendment  Act.     The  House  was  pro- 
bably aware  of  the  mode  in  which   the 
Rochdale  board  of  guardians  were  enabled 
to  justify  their  disobedience  of  a  sealed 
order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  of  the 
evidence  which  was  expected  to  bo  elicited 
the  mode  in  which  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  transacted  their  busincM. 
After  every  endeavour  to  escape  examina- 
tion— after  the  plea  of  privilege  on  the 
part  of  tho  Commissioners,  and  after  that 
plea  was  overruled— after  every  imaginable 
fencing  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners 
in  the  shape   of  questions  put  by  coun- 
sel,   they  were  at  last  obliged,  when  a 
clerk  called  to  prove  the  fact  was  about 
to   be  put  into  the  witness-box,    to  ad- 
mit  that   the   sealed    order,    after  being 
signed  by  Sir  E.  Head,  was  carried  by  a 
messenger    into    Hertfordshire,    to    Mr. 
Lewis,  for  the    purpose  of  receiving  his 
signature  there.     He  believed,  that  if  a 
Committee  were  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  general  mode  of  administering  the  Act, 
there   would  be  no   difficulty  in   proving 
that  the  proceedings   of  the   Poor   Law 
CommiflNoners  were    uniformly   and    en- 
tirely in  disregard  of  the  proviuons  in  the 
Poor  Law  Act,  by  which  it  was  attempted 
to  invest  them  with  responsibility.     Two 
CommissionerB  were  obliged  to  be  present 
to  constitute  a  board;  but  he  believed  that 
the  Commissioners  did  nothing  as  a  board; 
and  in  the  Rochdale  case  it  was  proved 
that  the  sealed  order  was  signed  by  one 
Commissioner  at  Somerset  house,  and  sent 
Hertfordshue  for  the  Mgnature  of  an- 
other.    He  believed,  alao,  that  the  Secre- 
tary, whose  business  it  was  tc  make  the 
minutes,  was  entirely  dispensed  with  as  a 
recording  officer.     Such  a  state  of  thing* 
instituted  a  cause  of  regret  to  the  warm- 
it  friends  of  tho  principles  of  the  New 
Poor  Law,  among  whom  he  reckoned  hlm- 
"     He  was  a  warm  ftiond  of  the  prinei* 
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pies  of  the  New  Poor  Law;  and  te  wished 
it  to  be  understood  that  his  preeont  Uo- 
tioQ  w«s  not  directed  agiunat  the  New 
Poor  Lav,  but  against  the  Poor  Law 
Canmussioners,  who  bj  their  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding were  impeiilliiig  the  very  existence 
of  the  New  Poor  Law.  He  would  now 
submit  his  Motion  to  the  House;  and  what- 
ever might  be  its  result,  he  felt  sure  that 
the  statement  be  bad  made  with  respect  to 
Mr.  Day's  case  would  convince  every  fair 
and  impartial  man  that  Mr.  Day  had  been 
treated  with  great  injustice  by  tiie  Poor 
Law  CommisBioners.  He  believed  that 
the  public  would  draw  this  inferraice  irom 
Hr.  Day's  and  Mr.  f  arlcer'g  casea,  that 
IM  Assistant  Conunissionei'  or  officer  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commiasiouen  was  at  pre- 
sent sais  from  the  arbitrary  mode 
which  those  Commisuoners  exercised  their 
power,  and  which  might  have  the  effect  of 
perilling  the  existence  of  the  Poor  Law 
Act  itself.  The  bon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber conclnded  by  moving  for — 

"Copinof  bU  Correipaiideiice  betwMU  Willum 
Da]',  ewjuirc,  Ute  Auistant  CommiHioner  of  Poor 
I^vta,  and  tbs  Poor  Ia«  Commuaioners,  and  the 
Seeretarj  for  the  Homo  Department,  resistive 
hi*  umAmitarj  raiigDatioii  of  hU  Asilitaiit  Poor 
Law  Camniinunieralup;  and  of  all  Mioutei  r«lati*« 
U>  Mr.  Jhr'i  redgnaticm,  mad  to  the  appointment 
of  ColoDel  Wade  a>  bu  lucoegior.  Alao,  tha|  it  t>e 
an  initruction  to  the  Select  Comtnltteo  on  the  An- 

nodar  which  Hr.  mj  mu  oalled  apoQ  to  leaign 
Itiaofioa  of  Anirtaot  Poor  L«w  CommiuiouBr." 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  had  just  ad- 
dressed the  House  anticipated  from  him  an 
elaborate  argument  in  reply,  he  could  as- 
sure bin)  that  he  was  much  mistaken.  Had 
the  hon.  Qentleman  taken  the  trouble  to 
have  communicated  with  faim  (Sir  J.  Gra- 
ham) before  addressing  the  House,  be 
shoidd  have  at  once  informed  bim  that  he 
had  no  intention  whatever  of  opposing  the 
present  Motion.  On  a  former  occasion  be 
had  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the 
Hoiue  that  it  would  not  be  possible  for  the 
Poor  Law  CommiBsioners  to  discharge  the 
important  functions  entrusted  to  them,  if 
they  had  not  the  unfettered  liberty  both  of 
choosing  and  changing  at  pleasure  their 
Assistant  Commissioners,  who  represented 
titem  in  many  important  particulars,  and 
for  whose  acts  they  were  rcHponsible.  He 
had  endoavoured  ^ao  on  the  some  occasion 
to  impress  upon  the  House  die  great  in- 
convenience which  must  necessarily  arise 
fVom  iDStltuting  an  inquiry  such  as  was 
now  moved  for.  The  House,  however, 
'iffeced  frpm  him  upon  that  oecuiou;  ud 


in  the  case  of  Mr.  Parker  they  bad  thought 
fit  to  instiCute  an  inquiry.  Ho  could  not 
see  any  distinction  between  the  two  cases;  . 
and  as  the  House,  after  a  full  diacuasion, 
had  decided  in  that  case  by  a  large  majo* 
rity  that  an  inquiry  should  take  place,  h« 
did  not  think  it  neoessary  upon  the  present 
occasion  to  re-state  the  arguments  which 
he  then  employed;  and  he  would  at  once 
say  that  be  was  prepared  to  agree  to  the 
Motion  of  tbo  bon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man; he  wag  quite  willing  that  all  the 
papers  should  be  produced,  and  that  the 
case  of  the  disraistal  of  Mr.  Day  should  be 
submitted  for  inveBtigation  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Andorer  Union.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  dwelt  at  some 
length  upon  certain  proceedinge  of  the 
Commissioners  in  the  Rochdale  case,  which 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  pre- 
sent Motion.  A  point  of  law  had  arisen 
in  tbat  case,  and  he  believed  it  bad  been 
admitted  that  in  a  matter  of  form  th« 
Conunisaioners  had  been  in  error.  The 
bon.  and  learned  Geutlemaa,  in  seeking  for 
inquiry,  hod  thought  right  to  condemn  the 
parties  accused  beforehand  —  he  stated 
that  he  baUeved  the  Poor  Law  Commit- 
sioners  were  generally  in  error,  and  that 
they  systematioaUy  set  at  open  defiance 
the  Act  of  Parliament  under  which  they 
acted.  Whether  that  were  so  or  not,  re- 
mained to  be  proved.  But  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, himself  a  lawyer,  added  tbat  the 
proceedings  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis* 
sioners,  as  a  board,  could  not  be  legal  ox- 
cept  in  the  presence  of  their  secretary.  It 
did  so  happen  that  many  of  their  most  im- 
portant acts  bad  been  performed  in  the 
absence  of  their  secretary;  and  with  all 
due  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  bon. 
and  learned  Qentleman,  he  must  say  tbat 
be  believed  the  legality  of  those  acta  was 
perfectly  unimpeachable.  As  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  oppose  the  present  Motion, 
it  woa  unnecessary  for  him  to  touch  at  all 
upon  the  question  of  Mr.  Day's  dismissal. 
He  would  only  say  that  it  was  one  thing 
not  to  impute  blame,  and  another  to  fed 
that  very  delicate  and  difficult  uudertak- 
inga  mi^t  require  a  peculiar  treatment. 
On  that,  however,  he  would  not  enter  i 
nor  would  he  attempt  to  try  the  relative 
merits  of  Mr.  Day  and  Colonel  Wade.  It 
was  for  the  eiecutive,  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  the  choice  of  its  officers,  to 
try  questions  of  that  description;  but  ha 
behcved  that  no  partiahty  whatever  had 
been  shown,  either  in  favour  of  Colonel 
Wade,  who  WM  wholly  unknown  to  lumi 
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or  in  oppositioD  to  Mr.  Day,  with  whom  he 
was  equally  unacquainted.  He  could  only 
ear  solemnly,  with  reference  to  the  part 
which  he  had  himself  taken,  that  he  had 
not  been  guided  in  the  slightest  degree  by 
favour  or  affection.  The  sole  and  single 
object  which  ho  had  ever  had  in  view,  had 
been  to  the  hest  of  his  Judgment  to  pro- 
mote the  public  service  in  the  management 
of  matters  reqairing  the  utmost  prudence 
and  despatch. 

Mr.  CHRISTIE  reminded  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  that  he  had  given  no  expla- 
nation of  the  letter  which  he  had  written. 

Sin  J.  GRAHAM;  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  at  the  time  I  wrote  that 
letter  I  did  contemplate  the  necessity  of  a 
reduction  in  the  estahlishmeat. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE, 
Mb.  T.  DUNCOMBE  rose  to  move  for 
a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
allegations  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Duncan  on  the  maladministration  of  af- 
fairs in  the  General  Post  Office.  He  eaid 
if  it  were  the  intention  of  Government 
to  accede  to  the  Motion  of  which  had  ^ven 
notice,  he  should  not  trouble  the  House 
more  than  a  few  minutes  ;  but  if  it  were 
their  intention  to  resist  his  Motion,  ho  mnst 
persevere  in  laying  his  cose  before  the 
House,  because  he  could  not  conceive  anv 
public  department  in  this  country  in  which 
it  was  more  necessary  that  allegations  of 
abuses  when  made  ehould  be  at  once  and 
immediately  inquired  into  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  House.  At  the  close  of 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  when  it 
was  almost  too  late  for  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire, he  had  moved  for  such  a  Commit- 
tee to  investigate  a  portion  of  the  com- 
plaint which  he  had  now  to  make,  more 
especially  that  portion  with  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  serrants  in  a  particu- 
lar department  were  paid  by  fees.  He 
now  called  upon  the  House,  if  it  had  any 
regard  for  its  own  honour — irrespective 
even  of  the  pnhltc  interest — if  they  did  not 
wish  to  see  every  order  which  issued  from 
them  treated  with  contempt,  to  agree  to 
the  inquiiT  which  he  now  sought  for.  Ha 
belicvell  that  there  was  no  public  depart- 
ment in  this  country  against  which  there 
were  justor  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  than 
against  the  General  Post  OiEcc  ;  of  dissa- 
tisfaction too,  not  heard  without  the  walls 
only  of  that  department,  but  which  existed 
to  a  most  alarming  and  discreditable  ex- 
tent within.    Tho  petition  to  which  he 


was  about  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
charged  that  department  with  all  sorts  of 
maladministration.  The  public  complained 
of  that  department  in  consequence  of  the 
delay  in  tho  delivery  of  their  letters ;  and 
ho  believed  thatbut  for  certain  malpractice* 
which  existed  in  that  department,  letten 
would  bo  delivered  in  the  town  an  hour  and 
a  half  earlier  than  at  present.  Tliat  could 
be  prored.  There  was  dissatisf action 
within  tho  walls  of  the  establishment,  in 
consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  many 
very  meritorious  officers  of  that  department 
were  treated  by  their  superiora,  and  of  in- 
sufficient remuneration.  If  a  subordinate 
officer  hod  any  complaint  to  make  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  it  had  no  chance  what- 
ever of  fairly  reaching  the  ears  of  that 
functionary ;  for  it  mnst  pass  through  % 
certain  channel  in  that  dntortment,  and  it 
would  either  he  stopped  ^together,  or  th« 
affair  would  he  very  much  misrepresented. 
Such  was  the  danger,  that  men  were  oA^d 
to  make  any  complunt  whatever,  lest  they 
should  be  suspended  or  greatly  injured  in 
their  prospects.  The  petition  to  which  he 
beggM  to  call  the  attentirai  of  the  Bouse, 
emanated  from  a  gentleman  of  great  re- 
spectability, Mr.  Jonathan  Duncan,  of  No. 
13,  Chester  Place,  Kennington,  in  the 
couifty  of  Surrey,  who  described  himself 
as  proprietor  of  tho  Senixnel  newspaper 
— a  gentleman  who  he  was  sure  would  not 
approach  that  House  with  such  a  petition 
unless  he  were  f uUy  prepared  to  prove  every 
allegation  which  it  contained.  Some  of 
the  offences  which  Mr.  Duncan  atbibuted 
to  the  General  Post  Office  had  been  pub- 
lished by  him  in  the  Senivntl  newspaper, 
in  consequence  of  which  two  actions  for 
libel  had  been  brought  against  him  by  Mr. 
Kelly,  the  inspector  of  letter-carriers.  The 
first  action,  after  being  held  for  a  conai- 
derahle  time  in  terrorem  over  the  he*d  tA 
Mr.  Duncan,  was  at  length  dropped,  with 
the  payment  of  the  costs.  Mr.  Duncan 
then  repeated  the  insertion  of  the  article 
for  which  the  original  action  hod  been 
brought.  A  second  action  was  the  conse* 
quence.  It  was  kept  suspended  as  long  as 
possible,  and  when  it  wu  about  to  be 
brought  to  issue  again,  the  coats  were  pud, 
and  the  action  was  alMndoned.  Hr.  Dun- 
can stated — 

"  That  roar  petitioner  ha*  Uldy  become  ae- 
quointcd  with  IIUUI7  fiwts  ooooeming  the  preeeot 
manageniont  of  the  General  Poet  OBto«  in  St. 
HutinVle-Graad,  whieb  j'our  petitioaer  b  Ira^T 
conTinecd  thit  pertiei  employed  therein  have  wil- 
full;  withheld  from  the  luiowledge  of  jrow  hoDonr- 
■Ue  UoBse,  eipeeialt;  in  the  inqnny  grdand  \tj 
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four  honotinblo  Honae,  anil  eondncted  \tj  laat 
Cnmmitlo  in  1837.  ■>  veU  lu  from  each  PoBtmai- 
tcr  General,  for  many  yeara  past,  and  from  Her 
It^jeatf'a  Gorerument,  to  the  graat  injuiTDf  the 

Cblio  Hrrini,  and  icconipuiied  b;  a  grieioiu 
ud  oa  the  reTeauo." 
The  allegation  stated  "  for  man;  years 
past" — showing  that  the  charge  of  mal- 
Tersatioa  applied  not  only  to  ^e  present 
hnt  to  former  Postmasters.  The  onlj 
improvement  which  had  of  late  taken  place 
in  the  establishment  consisted  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  few  more  incompetent  hands, 
and  in  a  slight  addition  to  the  salaries  of  a 
few  snb-sorters,  who  were  found  to  be  dan- 
gerons  persons  who  could  expose  the 
abuses  of  the  establishment.  To  suppose, 
however,  that  even  those  persons  were  sa- 
tisfied now,  or  that  ihey  would  allow  their 
subordinate  brethren  to  be  oppressed,  was 
'a  very  great  mistake.  The  petitioner  went 
on  to  say — 

"  That  one  of  the  prineipal  cauies  of  the  dela;i 
that  hare  ao  frequently  oomured  in  the  delWer; 
of  letter*,  and  of  the  difflcnltiei  that  impede  the 
arrangements  to  meet  the  increase  (^  buMneia  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  ia  a  private  nndertakinf, 
earned  on  in  the  oSlce  bj  means  of  the  public 
aerraats,  lettep^arriere,  lub-eorten,  inapccton, 
and  othm,  and  of  the  pnblie  iteres,  to  a  consider- 
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By  that  private  undertaking,  allusion  was 
made  to  Kelly's  Post  O^t  Directory, 
which  ho  (Mr.  T.  Duncombo)  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  characteriEing  as  a  gross  job, 
converting  a  great  public  establishment 
into  a  sort  of  lucrative  printing  office,  to 
the  injury  and  disadvantage  of  all  engaged 
in  the  establishment.  He  might  indeed 
call  it  the  bane  of  that  establishment,  and 
BO  long  as  that  Directory  remained, 
there  would  be  discontent,  corruption,  and 
tyranny  in  the  Post  Office,  and  so  long 
would  the  public  be  injured  by  delay  in  the 
delivery  of  their  letters.  The  petitioner 
continued — 

"  That  in  the  cominlation  rf  these  Directories 
certain  inspectors,  snb-sorters,  and  letterH»rrlsrs 
are  compuJiorily  employed  throughout  the  year, 
prlncipBlly  during  thosn  hours  which  ODght  to  be 
appropriAted  to  thedutieft  in  their  reapeetive  capa. 
oitici  1  that  in  many  instances  the  Feet  Office  ser- 
vants have  been  occupied  during  oflkiol  hours  at 
the  printing  office  of  these  Directories,  while  those 
who  remained  in  the  I'ost  Office  have  bad  to  per- 
form their  work ;  that  to  this  place  messcngera 
have  been  sent  to  recall  them,  when  letters  and 
newspapers  have  been  in  danger  of  detention 
through  their  absenoe." 

The  former  part  of  that  allegation  still  re- 
muned.  He  believed  that  they  were  even 
now  prepating  for  the  year  1847;  and 
'hen  the  letter-carriers  onght  to  be  deli- 


were  obliged  to  he  picking  up  information 
for  Mr.  Kelly.  The  latter  portion  of  the' 
allegation  had,  he  believed,  been  corrected 
now;  but  previously  those  inspectors,  sub- 
sorters,  and  letter-carriers,  when  they  were 
wanted  for  the  pnblic  service,  had  fre- 
quently to  be  sent  for  to  Ur.  Kelly's  print- 
ing-office in  Bos  well- court.  Alargetwok, 
price  30«.  comes  out  at  the  commencement 
of  each  year,  and  at  a  subsequent  period 
of  the  year  there  ia  a  Stippl^Mntary  Di- 
rectory published.  When  those  Dxrectoriet 
came  out,  the  letter-carriers  were  directed 
to  deliver  them  by  Mr.  Kelly;  and  the 
House  could  form  a  judgment  of  the  effect 
npon  the  public  serrice  which  was  produced 
by  causing  the  letter-carriers  to  attend  to , 
that  delivery,  when  he  informed  them  that 
on  the  last  occasion  of  that  Supplementary 
Directory  coming  out,  the  public  letters 
were  detained  fullj  half  an  hour  beyond  the 
proper  time  of  delivery.  What  was  the 
cause  of  that  delay  7  It  was  caused  by  the 
hurry  which  prevailed  in  the  Post  Office, 
in  consequence  of  sending  out  by  the  letter- 
carriers  so  many  nimibers  of  the  Directory 
to  be  delivered  on  thatmoming.  The  last 
occasion  of  distributing  the  Supplementary 
Directoriei  happened  to  be  on  Uie  morning 
when  one  of  the  India  mmis  arrived.  It 
was  the  mail  which  was  in  the  Oreat  Liver- 
pool when  she  was  lost,  and  was  subse- 
quently brought  to  England  by  the  Orien- 
tal; and  the  consequence  of  devoting  so 
much  of  the  time  of  public  officers  to  tha 
distribution  of  the  Directoriei  was  such, 
that  letters  and  papers  that  arrived  by  that 
mail  had  been  detained  for  ten  days  m  the 
Post  Office.  The  day  upon  which  the  mail 
arrived  was  the  20th  of  March;  and  some 
of  the  letters  and  papers  which  had  so  ar- 
rived, had  l>een  detained  in  the  Post  Office 
for  so  long  as  ten  days  without  deUvery, 
'  1  consequence  of  the  amount  of  attention 
■hich  was  bestowed  upon  the  distribution 
of  the  Directoriei.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  fact ;  and  he  had  in  his  hand 
a  list  of  several  addresses  to  which  those 
letters  so  delayed  had  been  directed.  The 
letter-carriers  who  were  most  alert  in  dis- 
tributing those  Directoriei  were  the  most 
approved  by  Mr.  Kelly;  and  those  who  felt 
tfaemaelves  ill-treated  had  no  power  of 
complaining  directly  to  the  higher  autho- 
rities, unless  under  the  penalty  of  being 
charged  with  insubordination.  The  con- 
sequence of  l)eing  subjected  to  the  charge 
of  insubordination,  unless  they  made  their 
complaints  through  Mr.  Kelly,  was  luch. 


ting  their  letters  to  the   public,  they    that  many  complaints  which  might  otim:- 
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sending"  out  letters  on  tbo  subject  of  the 
publication  of  thia  Directory  without  a  pro- 

Eor  Post  Office  Btanip;  that  they  were  de- 
vercd  by  the  letter-canicrB  without  having; 
that  stamp  attached  to  them;  and  that  the 
revenue  was  therefore  decoded  to  a  con- 
idemblc  amouiit.  He  had  been  furnished 
'ith  one  of  these  tetters,  which  he  held  in 
is  hand,  and  it  was,  as  described,  without 
the  proper  stamp.  He  maintained  that  it 
was  a  fraud  on  the  revenue  to  send  out 
largo  numbers  of  letters  in  that  tnanacr 
without  the  stamp.  There  were  thousands 
of  these  letters  so  sent,  and  containing 
puffs  of  the  Directory,  with  extracts  from 
newspapers  which  contained  puffs  of  the 
book,  and  sending  them  without  proper 
postage  stomps  was  a  fraud  on  ibe  revenue. 
The  next  allegation  in  the  petition  was — 
That  the  iiai  Ftvieriei  Rellj  hu  inatnicted 
letler-carrier*  how  to  cvmie  the  Hawking  Act. 
in  the  iliapoul  of  copies  of  Xellj^a  Direcloriei,  knil 
thus  readunid  himseir  liable,  ai  joar  petitioner  i> 
■dviaed,  to  ■  criminal  proaecution,  for  aiding  and 
assiating  in  a  hreacb  of  the  law." 

The  petition  went  further  and  stated — 

Tbat  in  Kveral  caaoo  the  asid  Frederiek  KMj, 
when  debta  have  been  owing  on  account  of  KcUj^i 
Directory,  baa  of  his  own  anthoritj  it«pped  ths 
~  Icttcr-carrien  to  repa;  hiiuself^  even  in 
iiputi-d  dabi;  and  when  the  parties  haiB 
ud  in  hopitala,  and  their  fiuniliea  dpsti- 
.  thn  Baid  Frederick  Kellj  has  also  with- 
held tbe  resignation  of  letter-carriers,  dulj  ten- 
dered, for  aeveral  niontha,  until  Iho  claims  on  tbeuj 
for  copies  of  Kellj's  Directory  were  satisfied,  bj 
which    the   revenue    has    suffered,    innsrnucli   as 
moncjB  were  paid  to  the  said  Frederick  Kelly  as 
for  the  salaries  of  penoiis  who  had  ecaied  to  be 


.wise  be  sent  directly,  were  not  now  mode 
known  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  OfHce, 
or  the  Postmaster  General.  But  in  addi- 
tion to  the  distribution  of  the  Sirartoriei, 
the  btisiness  of  collecting  information  for 
the  book  was  also  imposed  upon  the  letter- 
carriers.  It  was  true  they  would  be  told 
that  this  information  was  collected  out  of 
official  hours;  but  that  was  not  the  fact — 
nothing  could  be  more  fabe;  and  he  could 
bring  fifty  or  one  hundred  letter-carriers 
who  could  prove  that  nothing  could  be  more 
absurd  or  idiotic  than  the  idea  that  the  in- 
formation could  be  collected  out  of  official 
bours.  He  was  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  mode  in  which  the  information  was 
collected,  and  he  had  in  hia  posaossion  ae- 
reral  of  the  forms  which  were  supplied  to 
the  letter-carriers,  in  which  they  were 
obliged  to  insert  the  names  required  for  the 
completion  of  the  Directory.  He  might  be 
told  that  the  men  so  employed  had  an  in- 
terest in  the  book;  but  what  was  the  in- 
terest ?  They  liad  a  sort  of  commisaion 
upon  its  sale.  Now  that  was  what  he 
called  a  moat  improper  course  of  proceed- 
ing on  the  port  of  a  public  establishment, 
for  they  had  no  right  to  use  the  services  of 
those  men  in  that  manner.  It  was  a  dirty, 
miserable  piece  of  jobbing,  and  was  b. 
course  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted.  It 
had  happened  that  where  a  letter-carrier 
had  neglected  to  collect  the  information  so 
required,  he  was  deprived  of  a  sufficient 
amount  of  his  wages  to  pay  another  for 
collecting  it;  and  this  was  done  although 
the  letter-carrier  who  so  omitted  to  collect 
information  would  not  have  been  paid  if  ho 
had  collected  that  information.  It  - 
monstrous  that  another  man  should 
paid  out  of  the  wages  of  a  letter-carrier  for 
collecting  that  information,  and  especially 
as  the  collection  of  information 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  Ictter- 
The  next  objection  which  he  had  to  make 
to  this  system  was,  that  the  public  stores 
had  been  used  to  a  very  great  extent ' 
preparation  of  this  Directory.  The  alle- 
gation in  the  petition  which  was  now  before 

"  That  in  the  preparation  of  these  Directoricsat 
the  Genenl  Post  Office,  public  at  ores,  consisting  of 
charge  booka,  and  other  official  docnmont*,  ink, 
paper,  coats,  and  string,  are  free];  used." 
What  right  had  any  individual  to  use  the 
public  stores  in  preparing  that  book  ? 
Kone,  and  yet  the  public  stores  were  naed 
to  a  large  amount  for  that  purpose.  But 
the  complaint  in  the  petition  went  further. 
It  sftid  Uiat  Hr.  Kelly  wm  in  the  habit  of 


He  (Mr.  Duncombc)  was  in  a  position  to 
prove  that  resignations  bad  been  sent  to 
Mr.  Kelly,  and  that  he  had  not  tendered 
them  to  the  Postmaster  General,  because 
the  individuals  sending  in  those  resigna- 
tions happened  at  the  time  to  owe  him 
something  on  account  of  KeUy's-Oirectory; 
and  the  result  of  this  was,  that  money  con- 
tinued to  bo  paid  to  make  up  for  the  debt 
after  they  hsJ  ceased  to  do  any  work  for 
the  public.  That  was  a  gross  fraud  and 
injustice  on  the  public  scrrice,  and  it  was 
highly  discreditable  to  the  authorities  of 
the  Post  Office  to  encourage  or  sanction 
such  a  system.  There  were  150  copes  of 
this  Directory  pud  for  every  year  for  the 
use  of  the  sorters  and  sob-sorters,  paid  for 
out  of  the  public  revenue,  on  the  pretence 
of  assisting  those  engaged  in  the  assorting 
and  delivery  of  letters,  in  finding  addresses 
where  any  difficulty  existed;  and  notwith- 
■tMidinf  thftt  pretence,  it  waa  »  fact  that 
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the  BOTtMv  uid  carriers  veK  not  allowed 
to  use  them  br  the  higher  authoritieB,  in 
eoDseqaence  of  its  being  auppoaed  that  their 
nse  would  eauae  a  lose  of  time  instead  of 
affording  facilities  in  the  Post  Office.  But 
the  system  was  still  further  pursued;  for 
the  petition  to  which  he  referred  alleged 
that  those  were  most  Ukelj  to  get  promo- 
tion who  gave  the  most  attention  to  the 
diflfribution  of  this  Directory  to  the  neglect 
of  their  public  duty ;  whilst  by  the  too  great 
advantage  given  to  one  publication,  the 
public  were  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  com- 
petition. He  would  tell  them  the  result  of 
the  want  of  competition.  It  was  that  the 
pnhlie  now  paid  30<.  for  a  work  which  any 

fiuhlisher  in  FatemoBter-row  would  wil- 
ingly  produce  for  13(.  or  \5i.  What 
ebance,  he  would  ask,  bad  any  individual, 
Bucb  as  Mr.  Robson,  to  come  into  the 
field  and  defend  on  private  enterprise 
or  exertion  m  opposition  to  the  advan- 
tages which  the  compiler  of  this  book 
possessed?  It  was  stated  in  the  return 
that  Mr.  Kelly  bought  the  copyright  from 
Hr.  Robson;  but  he  had  in  hisposaession  a 
letter  from  a  friend  of  Mr.  Robson,  which 
stated  that  he  (Mr.  Robson)  had  been 
driven  to  the  workbouse,  and  ultimately  to 
insanity,  by  the  unfair  advantages  which 
had  been  given  by  the  Post  Office  authori- 
ties to  another  publication,  and  by  giving 
this  public  patronage  to  the  ruin  of  private 
persons.  In  tiie  pufis,  of  this  Directory 
which  were  sent  to  the  subscribers,  it  was 
stated  that  the  blunders  of  every  descrip- 
tion which  had  been  found  to  exist  in  other 
Directories  had  been  carefully  corrected  in 
tbis  Directory,  and  that  the  names  end 
addresses  had  been  most  carefully  and 
correctly  printed.  What  wonld  the  House 
think  when  he  stated  that,  notwithstanding 
the  alleged  corrections  of  this  work,  it 
contuned  no  less  than  16,000  blunders  t 
That  was  the  Directory  which,  according 
to  the  pufis,  no  one  could  approach.  This 
Directory  had,  in  coosequenco  of  the  ad- 
vant^es  which  its  compilers  possessed, 
distanced  all  its  competitors,  and  was  at 
present  the  only  iHrectory  published  in 
London,  a  fact  of  which  its  publisher  made 
a  boast.  Of  course  it  was  the  only  Direc- 
tory which  continued  to  be  published  in 
London  ;  for  what  private  individual,  how- 
ever industrious,  could  compete  with  the 
amount  of  patronage  which  was  bestowed 
on  ^s  Directory.  Thus  not  only  did  the 
public  suffer  from  die  want  of  competition, 
but  a  numerous  doss  of  public  servants 
were  rendered  discontented  by  tbe  manner 


in  which  they  were  employed  in  connection 
with  this  publication.  It  was  no  light 
matter  to  see  bo  many  individuals  in  a  slate 
of  discontent  and  insubordination,  such  as, 
to  his  knowledge,  existed  amongst  them. 
He  had  had  individuals  coming  to  him 
within  the  last  fortnight,  in  numbers  of  ten 
and  twelve  together,  to  complain  of  thia 
system  ;  and  those  individuab  were  merely 
deputations  representing  the  feelings  of 
larger  numbers  ;  and  when  be  said  they 
were  wrong  in  exposing  themselves  to  the 
risk  of  such  a  course,  they  said  that  they 
were  resolved  on  complaining  of  their 
treatment,  and  that  they  would  bring  two 
or  three  hundred,  if  necessary.  Now,  if  bon. 
Members  would  fancy  two  or  three  hundred 
letter  -  carriers  waiting  on  bim  of  a 
morning  —  they  would  not  fail  to  per- 
ceive the  dissatisfaction  which  previuled 
amongst  them.  The  right  hon.  Ctiancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  laughed  at  that — ho 
laughed  at  the  state  of  insubordination  in 
which  so  large  a  number  of  the  public 
servants  were ;  but  it  was  no  subject  for 
laughter.  He  had  received  a  letter  that 
morning,  stating  that  the  sub-sorters  bad 
presented  an  addresB  to  their  superior  aa- 
tbority,  expressing  tbur  pleasure  at  their 
treatment;  and  it  added  that  this  address 
was  signed  by  a  small  number,  and  that 
some  of  those  who  signed  it  were  not  long 
in  employment;  whilst  so  for  from  the  feel- 
ing of  satisfaction  being  general,  several 
respectable  officers  bad  w^ted  upon  Mr. 
Bokenham  to  complain  of  their  treatment, 
when  the  only  answer  they  received  was,  a 
threat  to  kick  ten  or  twelve  of  them  out  of 
the  office,  and  report  them  also.  If  he 
were  asked  for  a  remedy  for  this  evil,  bo 
would  say,  that  a  great  deal  might  be  done 
by  doing  away  with  the  whole  system  of 
fees,  which  was  an  imposition  on  the  pub- 
lic. Under  the  present  system,  a  man 
commenced  as  letter-carrier  at  a  salary  of 
20f.  a  week,  which  was  then  raised  to 
23(,,  and  was,  at  a  subsequent  period,  re- 
duced to  14*.,  and  made  up  by  a  system  of 
fees,  for  what  was  called  "  early  delivery, " 
The  effect  of  this  was,  that  if  a  man  could 
not  give  security,  which  was  required  for 
early  delivery,  he  was  not  aflowed  to 
take  a  faroorite  walk  where  the  fees  were 

r;  and  thus,  although  he  came  in  at 
a  week,  he  was  reduced  to  I4«., 
without  any  counterbalancing  advantage. 
That  system  was  most  unjust.  He  would 
do  away  with  fees  altogether.  He  was  for 
a  consolidation  of  the  two  deliveries,  by 
which  the  public  woidd  fsc^ie  tht  eviu 
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resulting  from  being  obliged  to  wait  for 
their  letters.  Why  should  there  bo  odIj 
one  department  for  the  delivery  of  letters  ? 
Why  flIioiJJ  there  not  be  ft  delivery  for 
eacli  mail  ?  Let  the  letter-carriers  have  & 
fair  remuneration  for  their  labour,  and  be 
rewarded  by  a  graduated  scale  of  fees,  pro- 
portionate to  their  length  of  scrrice.  Let 
them  also,  after  a  ccrtoin  time,  pass  from 
the  office  of  a  mere  dehvercr  of  letters  to  a 
BUb-sorter's  situation,  instead  of  remaining 
all  their  lives  letter-carriers  only,  while: 
Other  individuals  were  at  once  appointed  to 
the  place  of  sub-sorter.  The  whole  matter 
might  bo  placed  on  a  much  better  footing ; 
ana  if  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  were  ap- 

Glnted,  he  was  quite  sure  that  he  should 
able  tn  show,  by  the  evidence  of  prac- 
tical men,  that  a  change  was  ahsolutely 
necessary.  Ho.  hod  been  in  communica- 
tion with  several  of  these  letter-carriers, 
and  he  was  satisfied  that  they  could  give 
mnch  useful  information.  At  present, 
however,  there  were  plenty  of  men  to  stand 
between  them  and  the  Postmaster  General; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  public 
did  not  got  the  benefit  of  the  information 
which  it  was  in  their  power  to  afford.  He 
contended  that  the  early  delivery  ought  to 
be  done  away  with.  The  Post  Office  was 
established  for  the  benefit  of  all,  and  one 
man  ought  not  to  have  his  letters  earlier 
than  another  because  he  could  pay  an  eitra 
fee  for  the  service.  Itwas  imagined  bymany 
that  one  man  was  sent  out  from  the  Post 
Office  on  purpose  to  deliver  theletters  intend- 
ed for  early  delivery;  but  that  was  a  great 
mistake.  He  would  take  Chancery  Lane 
S3  an  example,  where  a  number  of  lawyers 
lived,  all  of  whom,  it  might  he  presumed, 
were  anxious  to  have  their  letters  delivered 
as  early  as  possible.  Some  of  these  gen- 
tlemen paid  an  early-delivery  fee,  and  sub- 
mitted, like  great  idiots  as  they  were 
thb  eitortion.  A  gentleman  on  the  third 
floor,  perhaps,  paid  this  extortionate  fee, 
while  persons  living  on  the  first  and  second 
floors  did  not  pay  for  it.  The  letter-car- 
rier went  out  with  his  letters,  and  delivered 
those  he  had  for  the  man  on  the  third 
floor,  and  afterwards  went  on  to  all  his  cus- 
tomers who  paid  him  a  guinea  as  an  carly- 
dcltvery  fee  till  he  had  come  to  the  top  of 
Chancery  Lane,  and  had  delivered  all  his 
early-dehveiy  letters.  Ue  then  came  back, 
and  dehvered  what  he  called  his  late- 
delivery  letters,  which  he  had  for  those 
who  resided  on  the  first  and  second  floors, 
though  he  might  without  trouble  have  de- 
livered them  as  he  passed  by  to  give  his 


customer  on  the  third  floor  the  letters  ad- 
dressed to  him.  lie  maiutaiucd  that  this 
proceeding  was  a  contravention  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  was  contrary  to  the 
letter-carriers'  oath.  The  system  was  ear- 
on  for  the  sole  purpose  uf  making  up 
the  wages  of  these  men,  who  were  put  on 
a  reduced  salary  after  a  certain  time,  snd 
who,  as  a  recompense,  were  placed  on  what 
was  called  a  favourable  "walk."  If  the 
se  had  any  regard  for  its  character,  it 
would  concur  in  the  Motion  whicii  he  now 
brought  forward  for  inquiry.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  said,  during  an 
earlier  portionof  the  evening,  and  said  truly, 
that  every  public  department  ought  to  be 
responsible  for  the  returns  made  by  it  to 
the  House.  Now,  there  was  a  return 
which  he  (Mr.  Buncombe)  had  moved  for, 
calhng  for  a  statement  of  the  fees  and 
emoluments  which  had  been  received  hy 
different  officers  of  the  Post  Office.  Amoog 
r  statements  in  this  return,  there  was 
a  return  made  by  the  inspector  of  letter- 
carriers,  this  Mr.  Kelly.  In  the  first 
Slaee,  Mr.  Kelly  returned  his  salary  at 
501.  a  year  ;  and  he  then  went  on  to  sny, 
that  upon  his  appointment  he  was  obliged 
to  purchase  the  Pott   Office  Directory,  and 


that  after  a  ti 


lelled  to 


purchase  the  copyright  of  Bohton  m  Direc- 
tory, which,  as  he  (Mr.  Duncomhc)  had 
proved  to  the  Hoose,  was  in  fact  destroyed 
and  ruined  by  the  system  pursued  at  the 
Post  Office.  Mr.  Kelly  stated  that  the 
work,  the  Po»t  Office  Directory,  was  car- 
ried on  hy  means  of  a  large  private  capital, 
supported  hy  official  assistance;  and  he  re- 
turned the  amount  derived  from  it  for  the 
year  1844  at  1,2761.  He,  however,  could 
tell  the  House  that  Mr.  Duncan  stated  in 
his  petition  that  the  profits  accruing  from 
that  work  were  above  lO.OOOf.  a  year.  If 
the  House  would  grant  him  the  Committee 
for  which  he  asked,  he  would  undertake  to 
prove  that  instead  of  l,276i.,  Mr.  Kelly 
mode  12,0001.  or  15,000/.  a  year  by  the 
Pott  Office  Directory.  That  was  the 
amount  which  the  work  brought  in  citlker 
to  Mr.  Kelly  or  to  some  persons  in  connex- 
with  the  establishment:  and  the  result  was, 
the  corruption  and  confusion  of  tiie  whole 
department  of  the  Post  Offio.  He  thought 
Mr.  Kelly  ought  to  be  called  before  the 
House,  to  show  what  he  received  from  tlie 
Pott  Office  Directory.  What  was  the  use 
of  the  House  calling  for  returns  if  they 
were  incorrect?  On  a  former  night,  there 
was  supposed  to  be  some  mistake  in  the 
commercial  tariff  prepared  by  Mr.  H'Gre- 
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gor,  and  ft  great  deal  was  uid  abont  the 
necesutj  of  inquiry ;  but  it  was  explained 
afterwarda  that  it  was  a  inere  tjpogra- 
pliical  error.  Here,  howeTer,  there  was  a 
deliberate  fraud  committed,  for  the  purpose 
of  misleading  the  House  and  the  public. 
If  the  House  meant  to  throw  its  shield 
over  such  a  delinqueucf  as  this,  it  was  of 
no  use  to  move  for  returns.  He  asserted 
that  the  department  of  the  Post  Office  was 
most  justly  complained  of  by  the  public  st 
large.  He  cootended  that  great  mahidmiii- 
istratioD  existed  in  that  department,  which 
ought  to  be  remedied,  or  at  least  inquired 
into.  In  addition  to  this,  great  injustice 
had  been  done  towards  the  meritorious  ser- 
Tonts  of  that  department,  and  the  conse- 
quence was  that  great  discontent  prcTaited 
amongst  them.     If  the  House  did  not  in- 

Suire  into  the  causes  of  that  discontent, 
ley  might  lay  the  foundation  for  great  dan- 
ger tu  the  commercial  intercourse  of  this 
country,  and  of  this  metropolis  in  particu- 
lar; for  he  should  like  to  see  in  what  state 
this  city  would  be,  on  any  giren  day,  if  the 
letter-carriers  should  strike  work.  What 
be  wanted  to  know  was,  what  was  the  reo- 
Mo  for  which  the  present  system  was  con- 
tinned.  He  contended  that  it  was  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  this  gross 
job  of  the  Pott  Ogtce  Directory.  The  whole 
system  of  that  establishment  ought  to  be 
put  upon  a  new  footing,  and  an  inquiry 
before  the  House,  fairly  conducted,  would, 
ho  was  satisfied,  place  it  in  a  proper  posi- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  concluded  hy  snb- 
mittiag  the  Motion  he  had  announced  et 
the  commencement  of  his  speech. 

Mr.  W.  WILLIAMS,  in  seconding  the 
Motion,  said  he  believed  that  Mr.  Duncan 
was  a  gentleman  of  that  high  honour  and 
integrity  which  rendered  him  incapable  of 
making  any  statement  to  the  House  with- 
out b«ng  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  accu 
satione  which  he  had  brought  forward,  and 
of  hia  abiUty  to  prove  them.  The  charges 
brought  forward  by  his  hon.  Friend  (Mi 
Dnncombe)  were  such  that  the  House  could 
not  refuse  to  inquire  into  them,  unless  they 
were  prepared  to  proclaim  to  the  country 
that  pnbUe  servants  were  justified  in  i 
mitting  frauds  on  the  public  property.  Here 
was  a  charge  made  that  the  public  property 
was  used  to  serve  tbe  private  interests  of  an 
individual.  He  believed  there  was  no  de- 
partment connected  with  the  Government 
tbat  more  required  looking  into  than  the 
Post  Office.  There  was  a.  time  when  the 
Post  Office  was  on  example  of  correctness 
tnd  order,  but  that  time  was  gone  by.  He 


conid  stato  two  very  important  &ct>,  which 
oame  within  his  own  knowledge,  in  confir- 
mation of  what  had  been  stated  by  the 
ban.  Member  for  Finsbury.  That  hon. 
Member  bad  stated,  that  the  names  in  the 
Directory  wore  procured  by  the  letter- 
carriers.  This  was  qnite  tme ;  for  within 
tbe  lost  month,  the  carrier  who  delivered 
letters  at  his  house  aent  in  a  paper  to  him 
with  bis  address,  and  wished  to  know  if 
that  was  his  address  at  present.  Now, 
the  carrier  might  have  been  kept  there  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  probably  he  might 
not  have  been  detained  beyond  a  minute 
or  two.  Now,  he  begged  the  House  only 
to  consider  that  this  carrier  nught  have 
been  to  fifty  other  personi  before  he  came 
to  him.  The  consequence  would  inevitably 
be,  that  the  delivery  of  the  letters  would 
be  delayed  for  an  hour,  or  on  hour  and 
a  half  beyond  their  time.  He  had  also  to 
state  that,  when  formerly  connected  with 
the  city,  he  used  to  pay  regularly  for  the 
early  delivery  of  his  letters  ;  to  get  them 
immediately  after  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, while  his  neighbours  who  did  not  pay 
received  their  letters  one  or  two  bonra 
later.  Now,  the  letter-carriers  were  al- 
ready pMd  by  the  public  ;  they  were  in 
every  respect  public  servants,  and  ought 
therefore  to  tt«at  every  individual  of  the 
pubUc  alike.  The  hon.  Member  bad  also 
pointed  out  the  very  extensive  errors  in  the 
Directory.  There  was  no  question  about 
the  fact ;  because,  from  tbe  advantage 
which  Mr.  Kelly  had  over  all  competitors, 
he  bad  beoome  a  complete  monopolist,  and 
the  public  had  no  resonrce  but  to  purchase 
his  maccnrate  Directory,  everybody  else 
baring  been  driven  out  of  the  field.  Now, 
if  there  was  no  other  circumstance  than 
this  of  gross  mismanagement  to  coll  for  in- 
quiry. Her  Majesty's  Government  ought 
not  for  an  instant  to  resist  it;  but  when 
there  was  a  charge  of  direct  fraud  and 
robbery  of  the  public  storea  brought  fw- 
ward,  then  ho  could  not  see  upon  what 
ground  Her  Majesty's  Government  could 
refuse  inqmry.  Were  the  Government 
prepared — was  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury prepared  to  say,  upon  any  man 'a  au- 
thority, that  those  charges  were  untrue  f 
If  that  statement  were  made,  the  hon. 
Member  said  he  would  prove  them  to  be 
true,  and  in  those  circumstances  what 
would  a  denial  go  tor?  Why,  it  would  go 
for  nothing.  He  knew  nothing  of  the 
charges  himself ;  but  he  knew  that  hia 
hon.  Friend  had  investigated  thorn ;  hs 
knew  that  the  gentleawn  who  hod  pre- 
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Bcnted  tho  petition  had  mTCS%ated  them; 
and  he  knew  tb«t  gentleman  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  making  any  euch  charges  as  those 
contained  in  the  petition  without  a  thorough 
conviction  of  their  truth.  To  refuse  the 
inquiry,  therefore,  would  bo  offeriug  a 
premium  to  public  servants  to  act  not  only 
vith  dishonesty,  but  also  nith  a  total  dis- 
regard to  the  performance  of  their  public 
duties.  He  seconded  the  Motion  with 
ranch  pleasure,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Qo- 
t  would  offer  no  abjection  to  the 
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following  the  hon.  Member  who  brought 
forward  the  Motion  in  the  detailed  reply 
which  would  probably  be  expected  from 
bim  to  the  charges  which  he  had  made 
against  an  important  public  department, 
perhaps  the  House  would  allow  him  to 
make  two  observations  which  applied  to 
the  whole  question.  The  first  was,  that  be 
begged  to  assure  the  bon.  Member  and  the 
House,  that  there  was  not  on  tbe  part  of 
the  Treasury,  or  on  the  part  of  the  noMe 
Lord  who  now  presided  over  tbe  Post 
Office,  any  more  than  therehad  been  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  Lords  who  had  preceded 
nim,  any  wish  to  screen  from  detection, 
from  exposure,  or  from  pnnishment,  any 
malpractices  like  those  which  he  had  de- 
nounced to  tbe  House.  The  other  obser- 
Tation  which  he  wished  to  make  was  this, 
that  the  noble  Lord  who  presided  over  the 
Post  Office  was  always  open,  and  that  the 
Treasury  was  always  open  to  the  reception 
of  memoriala  or  applications  from  any  of 
the  parties  who  were  the  victims  of  the 
alleged  malpractices.  [Mr.  Dokcokbe  : 
Hear  !]  The  hon.  Gentleman  cheered  bim 
derisively,  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  forgot 
two  statements  that  be  made  in  the  course 
of  bis  own  speech.  The  bon.  Member 
stated  that  the  oppressed  subordinates  were 
afraid  of  addressing  a  memorial  to  the 
Treasury;  but  the  bon.  Member  also  stated, 
in  another  part  of  his  speech,  that  when  he 
asked  them  whether  they  were  not  afraid 
of  getting  themselves  into  a  scrape  with 
tbdr  superiors  in  making  their  representa- 
tions to  him,  they  told  bim,  in  reply,  that 
th^  were  ready  to  come,  to  tbe  nnmber  of 
200  or  300,  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  pub- 
licly  expressing  the  indignation  which  they 
felt  at  the  treatment  they  had  received. 
Now,  the  hoD.  Member  would  excuse  him 
for  saying,  that  persons  who  were  so  little 
afraid  of  the  displeasure  of  their  superiore. 
that  they  went  in  a  multitude  of  200  or  300 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  those  anpe- 


riore,  had  no  reason  whatever  to  be  afraid 
to  approach  the  Treasury  or  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office,  with  a 
respectful  memorial,  stating  in  the  fullest 
and  plainest  detail  the  facta  of  their  case, 
and  requiring  the  case  to  be  investigated. 
["  Hear  ! "]  He  uas  not  to  be  put  down  by 
deriaive  cheers  when  he  made  that  state- 
ment; because  he  would  tell  the  bon.  Gen- 
tieman  that  if  be  could  produce  an  bstanco 
of  a  memorial  having  been  plainly  drawn 
up  and  respectfuUy  worded,  being  sub- 
mitted to  tbe  noble  Lord  at  tbe  head  of  the 
Post  Office. — [Mr.  Dcscombe  :  It  would 
never  get  there.]  He  received  day  after 
day  scores  of  memorials  in  the  public  de- 
partment in  which  he  bad  the  honour  to 
serve;  and  he  should  not  dare  to  stand  up 
in  that  House  and  vindicate  his  conduct,  if 
it  could  be  truly  s^d  that  memorials  plainly 
drawn  up  and  properly  expressed,  con- 
taining charges  of  malpractices,  wore 
treated  with  disrespect  in  that  depart- 
ment. He  would  say,  that  if  the  bon. 
Member  could  truly  make  such  statement 
be  would  have  a  good  case,  not  merely  for 
a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  but  for  severe  re- 
probation upon  the  public  serranfs,  who 
could  make  no  answer  in  that  House  when 
any  one  hronglit  forward  so  grave  a  charge. 
He  repeated,  that  the  Government  were  no 
more  anxious  than  the  hon.  Member  tu  pro- 
tect malpractices  of  the  sort  referred  to, 
and  that  the  doors  of  the  Treasury,  not 
only  through  the  medium  of  the  Post  Office, 
hut  directly  and  immediately,  were  open; 
and  that  if  the  hon.  Qeutleman  could  prove 
his  statement  that  any  representations  had 
been  neglected,  he  would  say  that  be  had 
a  good  ground  of  complaint  against  the  re- 
presentatives of  that  department  in  that 
House.  He  had  been  dravm  into  these 
general  observations;  but  tbe  House  would 
now  expect  that  he  should  go  into  some 
detuls  with  respect  to  the  particulars  of 
the  case.  The  hon.  Gentleman  towards 
the  close  of  bis  speech  had  referred  to  tbe 
early  deUrery  of  letters.  With  respect  to 
this  point,  he  begged  to  say  that  this  prac- 
tice had  not  originated  recently,  but  was 
an  ancient  practice,  and  had  been  conti- 
nued, not  for  tbe  advantage  of  persons 
connected  with  tbe  Post  Office,  but  because 
it  was  beUeved  that  a  large  part  of  the 
mercantile  community  were  not  prepared 
for  its  immediate  and  sudden  witbdrawal. 
Hb  assured  the  hon.  Gentleman  tiiat  if  he 
could  produce  an  instance  of  a  gentleman 
in  Chancery-lane  residing  on  a  Uiird  floor, 
getting  his  lotters  early,  because  he  had 


821 


PoitOffct, 


p(ud  hla  guinea,  wlule  his  neighlionrs  on 
the  first  and  second  floors  who  did  not  pay 
did  not  receive  theirs,  wliich  were  included 
in  the  same  deliverj,  till  a  later  period  of 
the  day — if,  he  Haid,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  produce  Bueh  a  cose  before  the  Trea- 
sury— [Mr.  Ditbcohbb:  No;  but  before  a 
Committee.]  He  was  not  asking  the  hon. 
Member  to  withdraw  his  Motion  for  a  Com- 
■  mittce  —  nothing  was  further  from  his 
thought — he  wanted  merolj  to  show  that 
what  the  hon.  Member  had  represented  as 
an  essential  ingredient  in  the  eady  deliverj 
was  a  mere  abuse  of  it;  and  that  if  the 
victims  of  it  did  not  tbink  it  too  much 
trouble  to  favour  the  Treasury  with  the 
particulars  of  the  grievance  under  which 
they  laboured,  he  undertook  to  have  the 
grievance  fuUy  redressed;  and  he  did  not  say 
this  because  the  hon. Oentleman  had bronght 
forward  his  Motion  to-ntght,  but  because 
the  grievance  referred  to  had  never  been 
sanctioned  either  by  the  officials  of  the 
Post  Office  or  the  Treasury.  Having  so 
far  disposed  of  the  subject  of  the  early  de- 
livery, he  would  now  venture  to  turn  to 
what  formed  the  gravamen  of  his  speech — 
he  meant  the  Pott  O^e  Directory.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  House  would, 
perhaps,  bear  with  him  while  he  briefly 
stated  what  the  Po§t  Office  Directory 
actually  was,  the  mode  in  which  it  wat 
got  up,  and  the  history  of  the  puhtication. 
The  House  was  aware  that  the  metropolis 
was,  of  course,  divided  into  a  great  num- 
ber of  walks  for  letter-carriers.  He  thought 
that  it  would  be  readily  admitted  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Post 
Office  should  fhnn  time  to  time  have 
rect  information  of  the  addresses  of  the 
persons  whom  those  letter-carriers 
tended  to  serve.  How  was  this  informa- 
tion collected?  Every  lotter- 
lected  those  addresses  in  his  own  district. 
It  so  happened — and  ho  bad  no  doubt 
point  would  be  made  of  it  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion — that  the  "  form"  in  which 
they  wore  collected  was  headed  "  Pott 
Office  Directory;"  of  course  It  was  not 
essential  to  the  official  duties  of  the  Post 
Office  that  the  "form"  should  be  so  headed, 
but  it  was  essential  that  there  should  be 
some  form.  Well,  there  were,  he  believed, 
about  twenty  letter-carriers  to  one  charge- 
taker.  When  the  letter-carriers  collected 
the  names,  they  were  handed  over  to 
the  charge-takers,  and  they  again  handed 
them  over  to  the  inspector.  Thus  the  in- 
■  of    letter-carriers    was    the   first 
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[site  for  a  Directory  existed  in  » 
co&ective  shape.  All  this  waa  infor- 
mation for  official  purposes.  If  they 
aboUsbed  the  Pott  Office  Directory,  this 
information  would  be  as  necessary  then  as 
now.  It  appeared  that  towards  the  close 
of  the  last  century,  it  occurred  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  then  filled  the  office  of  in- 

pector,  that  as  ho  was  in  possession  of  in- 
formation which  no  other  person  waa  in 
possession  of — viz.,  an  accurate  account  of 
the  addresses  of  all  the  persons  living  in 
every  district  of  the  metropolis — it  would 
'  le  a  convenience  to  the  public  and  an  ad- 

antsge  to  himself  if  he  were  permitted  to 
juhlish,  under  the  authority  of  the  Post- 
master General,  a  Directory.  The  office 
of  inspector  was  then  held  by  Mr.  Sparkes, 
who  applied  to  Lords  Auckland  and  Gower, 


them  be  was  permitted  to  publish  and  S' 
a  Directory,  investing  in  its  prodnction  the 
necessary  capital.  Mr.  Sparkes  was  suc- 
ceeded hy  Mr.  Pritchard,  who  continued 
the  pablication  of  the  Poit  Office  Directory 
until  1S36,  when,  upon  his  death,  Ur. 
Kelly  was  appointed  to  the  situation.  Be- 
sirouB  of  continuing — with  the  approbation 
of  the  Postmaster  General — that  course  ol 
procedure  which,  under  the  authority  of 
preceding  Postmasters,  had  been  adopted, 
Mr.  Kelly  applied  to  Lord  Lichfield,  who 
thou^t  it  right  to  consult  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Post  Office — not  so  much  with  re- 
ference to  the  legal  bearings  of  the  ques- 
tion, as  because  the  widow  of  Mr.  Pritchard 
was  desirous  of  making  an  arrangement 
with  his  successor;  and  it  waa  thought  de- 
sirable to  have  the  advice  of  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Post  Office  on  the  subject.  After 
consulting  with  that  gentleman,  an  ar- 
rangement was  sanctioned  by  the  noble 
Lord,  under  which  Mr.  Kelly  paid  a  sum 
to  Mr.  Pritchard's  widow,  and  entered  into 
the  position  of  her  late  husband,  so  ^  as 
regarded  the  Pott  Office  Directory.  That 
arrangement  had  gone  on,  and  the  expen- 
diture of  Mr.  KeUy  on  the  Directory  was 
considerable.  Mr.  Rohsod's  name  had  also 
been  mentioned  in  connexion  with  this 
subject;  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  some  severe  animadveruons  upon 
Mr.  Kelly,  in  reference  to  die  cireum- 
stances  under  which  Mr.  Robson  died.  He 
(Mr.  Cardwell)  had  no  knowledge  of  any 
circumstances  which  led  him  to  suppose 
that  Mr.  Kelly  was  guilty  of  any  nnscon- 
duct  with  respect  to  Mr.  Robson;  but  ha 
believed  that  Mr.  Kelly  had  made  a  pay- 


person  in   whose  hands    the   ififoTipation    meat  to  him,  in  1810,  ior  the  oopyright  of 
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hiB  directory.  Last  Session  the  hoo.  Mem- 
ber for  Finsburj  moved  for  a  Return  con- 
nected with  the  Post  Ogice  Directory,  and 
in  that  Return  a  certain  sum  of  money 
was  entered,  by  or  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Kelly, 
as  the  Bum  reccired  by  him  &b  the  produce 
of  the  Pott  Office  JDireetory.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  questioned  the  accuracy  of  that 
Return.  He  stated  that  the  number  of 
Directories  sold  was  much  greater  than 
that  which  would  answer  to  the  amount 
professed  to  be  receired;  and  the  ben.  Gen- 
tleman said  that  he  was  ready  to  prove 
that  hia  suspicions  were  correct.  II! 
tnation  at  the  Treasury  had  not  brought 
bim  into  actual  contact  with  Mr.  Kelly, 
but  be  bad  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  insti- 
tute a  most  careful  inquiry.  He_had  seen 
on  the  subject  the  Secretary  of  the  Fast 
Office,  and  the  officers  under  him;  and  be 
felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  state  that  be 
did  not  at  all  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  in  the  estimate  he  had  seen 
fit  to  form  either  with  respect  to  Mr.  Bo- 
kenbam  or  Mr.  Kelly.  He  beliered,  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  sum  mentioned  in 
the  Return  waa  perfectly  accurately  stated. 
He  had  had  the  whole  accounta  examined, 
»nd  he  was  told,  that  taking  one  year  with 
another,  and  allowing  for  the  amonnt  of 
capital  embarked  in  the  undertaking,  that 
the  profits  were  only  that  fair  and  reason- 
able remuneration  which  a  man  had  a  right 
to  look  to  for  his  risk  and  labour.  Let  it  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  gross  amount  stated 
in  that  Return  waa  proved  by  a  searcbing 
investigation  to  be  tne  amount  of  interest 
returned  upon  the  capital  invested,  as  well 
•a  the  amount  of  remuneration  for  the  la- 
bour employed  in  getting  up  the  book. 
More — the  Directory  had  been  undertaken 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral, and  there  was  no  ground  for  im- 
puting any  departure  from  the  regulations 
of  the  Office.  He  was  free  to  confess 
that  it  would  not  be  right  for  either  the 
Post  Office  or  the  Treasury  to  sanction 
any  exorbitant  or  unfair  amount  of  profit 
to  he  derived  from  a  work  of  the  clus  of 
that  under  discussion,  and  that  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  those  departments,  in  case  of 
any  such  return,  to  regulate  the  matter, 
with  a  view  to  its  adjustment  on  fair  and 
equitable  principles.  He  did  not  say  hut 
that  if  the  matter  was  in  the  position  of  a 
ret  itUegra,  it  might  not  be  possible  to 
adopt  another  arrangement ;  nut  consi- 
dering the  labour  and  expense  necessarily 
attendant  upon  such  a  pubUeation,  he  was 
not    prepared    to  aay,  that  it  would  be 


desirable,  either  on  grounds  of  revenuQ 
or  public  conTenience,  to  accede  to  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member.  But 
the  hon.  Gentleman  bad  gone  on  to  toll 
the  House  of  the  delay  occasioned  to 
the  public  owing  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  letter-carriers  being  employed  with  re- 
spect to  this  Pott  Office  Directory.  Cer- 
t^nly  no  such  delay  ought  to  occur,  and  no 
such  delay  within  the  knowledge  of  the  su- 
perior officers,  did  occur.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  stated,  that  on  the  last  occa- 
sion when  this  work  was  published — the 
morning  when  it  came  out — happened  to 
be  that  of  the  arrival  of  the  Indian  mail — 
of  the  mail  which  ongfat  to  have  arrived  by 
the  Great  Liverpool,  but  which  was  con- 
veyed by  the  Oriental.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man stated,  that  on  that  occasion,  so  busy 
were  the  letter-carriers  with  the  Pott  Office 
Directory,  that  letters  and  newspapers  ad- 
dressed to  influential  gentlemen  in  the  city — 
and  he  mentioned  the  name  of  one  most  de- 
servedly influential  person,  LordMetcalfe — 
were  left  lying  about  the  floor  for  ten  days, 
unnoticed  and  undelivered.  Now  when  such 
statements  were  made  to  him,  did  not  the 
hon.  Gentleman  imagine  that  it  was  im- 
possible that  such  an  instance  of  neglect 
could  have  occurred  without  compUinta 
having  been  made,  and  redress  obtained  ? 
No  such  complaints,  however,  were  beard. 
Inferior  officers,  it  was  suggested,  were 
afraid  to  complain  of  their  superiors:  would 
inflnential  merchants,  or  woiud  Lord  Met- 
calfe, be  afraid  to  address  the  Postmaster, 
or  the  Treasury  ?  Did  not  the  very  im- 
probability of  the  case  suggest  to  the  hon. 
Member  some  suspicions  with  respect  to  the 
accuracy  of  those  who  had  informed  bim  } 
[Mr.  Ddhcombe:  The  letters  have  perhaps 
not  yet  been  received.]  It  was  more  dian 
ten  days  since  the  event  took  place;  and  as 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that  ten 
days  was  the  time  during  which  the  letters 
lay  about  the  Post  Office,  he  conld  himself 
drew  the  inference  that  they  could  not  be 
there  now.  But  let  the  hon.  Gentleman 
listen  to  the  truth  of  the  matter.  The 
letters  in  quesdon  were  exceedingly  damp, 
absolutely  fonning  one  wet  mass,  which 
occupied  the  servants  of  the  Post  Office  a 
considerable  time  before  they  would  sepa- 
rate the  individual  letters,  and  ascertain 
the  addresses  written  upon  them.  Hence 
some  delay  occurred  before  the  letters  in 
question  reached  their  destination.  The 
bon.  Gentleman  said  that  ho  had  hoped, 
after  the  discussion  on  the  subject  which 
took  place  last  Sesuon  between  the  hon. 
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GentUmKn  nnd  himself  (Mr.  Cardnell), 
•ome  iuquirj  into  tho  syatem  of  the  Post 
Office  would  have  taken  place,  and  Bome 
change  been  effected;  and  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman added,  that  the  only  improTeraent 
which  had  taken  place  waa  some  increase 
in  the  salaries,  and  that  it  was  a  rery  suapi- 
ciouB  circumstance,  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  day  on  which  he  was  to  bring  forward 
his  Uotion  on  the  subject,  this  increase  was 
made.  Hecouldonlyanswer  to  this.that  he 
believed  nothing  was  more  remote  from  the 
minds  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasary,  when 
they  made  it,  than  that  the  increase  had 
any  bearing  in  the  slightest  degree  on  the 
subjeot  of  the  Motion  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Kelly's  Post  Office  Directory.  Certainly  it 
had  not  crossed  his  mind,  and  he  did  not 
believe  it  had  occurred  to  anybody  at  the 
Treasury.  Then  the  hon.  Gentleman  said 
these  services  rendered  to  Mr.  Kelly  by  the 
sabordinates  of  the  Post  Office  took  place 
in  official  hours;  and  the  hon.  Member  who 
seconded  the  Motion  said,  that  an  inquiry 
by  a  letter-carrier  took  place  at  his  door, 
•s  to  his  designation,  which  might  have 
occupied  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  through 
his  courtesy  it  was  not  made  to  occupy 
many  minutes.  Now,  if  the  boo.  Member 
had  attended  to  the  description  which  he 
(Mr.  Csrdwell)  had  given  of  the  manner 
which  the  affairs  of  the  Post  Office  were 
conducted  during  the  lost  century,  he  must 
have  seen  that  official  information  as  to 
addresses  was  indispensable,  and  therefore 
that  when  the  letter-carriers  were  occapied 
in  this  manner  they  were  engaged  in  what 
was  strictly  a  port  of  the  duty  they  owed  to 
tho  Office.  Another  statement  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was,  that  the  servants  of  the 
Post  Office  were  employed  at  ^e  printing- 
office  of  Mr.  Kelly,  to  do  what  was  not 
their  official  business  at  all,  but  the  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Kelly  solely.  There  was  cer- 
tainly some  truth,  or  r^er  some  colour  of 
truth,  in  this.  In  former  times  it  was  al- 
lowed that  the  servants  of  the  Post  Office 
should  be  so  employed  generally,  but  for 
dieir  private  advantage,  Mr.  Kelly  paying 
them  as  much  as  other  persons  for  what 
they  did  for  him;  but  the  noble  Lord  who 
lately  filled  the  office  of  Postmaster  Gene- 
mi  had  discountenanced  that  proceeding, 
and  unce  tLe  year  1842  it  had  not  been 
adopted.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  also 
etated,  that  the  public  stores  were  employ- 
ed in  getting  up  Mr.  Kelly's  book.  Into 
this  matter  he  (Mr.  Cardwell)  had  made  a 
careful  and  searching  inquiry,  not  through 
inferior,  bat  tbrongli  aaperior  officers;  and 


gave  the  charge  a  most  dis^nct  and  po' 
sitive  denial.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  that  a  number  of  printed  circulars 
sent  round  by  Mr.  KeUy,  through  the 
letter-carriers,  without  having  paid  the 
stamp  duty.  Now  if  the  Post  Office  di- 
rectors had  allowed  Mr.  Kelly,  or  if  Mr. 
KeUy  had,  without  such  allowance,  pre- 
sumed to  do  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  stated, 
lent  round  these  circular  letters  without 
ng  the  postage,  he  (Mr.  Cardwell) 
should  have  felt  that  nothing  could  have 
been  said;  hut  he  believed  that  in  fact  it 
was  the  practice  of  all  the  large  houses  in 
the  city  to  send  rouud  circulars  to  their 
customers  by  hand ;  and  he  understood  that 
the  letter-carriers  carried  round  these  cir- 
culars out  of  office  hours.  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  debts  deducted  and 
resignations  withheld,  and  various  other 
matters;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
mention  the  specific  cases  to  which  ho  re- 
ferred. Allegations  of  this  nature  were  con- 
tuned  in  the  petition  on  the  Table.  He  had 
caused  inquiry  to  he  made;  he  was  informed 
it  was  not  true  that  these  proceedings  had 
taken  place.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
specified  instances,  he  should  have  been 

g-epared  to  meet  them.  Then  the  hon. 
entleman  said  that  abusive  language  had 
been  applied  t«  some  persons,  and  that, 
when  these  much-abused  persons  applied 
far  redress,  they  were  disconQlenauced. 
[Mr.  DirNcoMBE  :  That  is  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition.] The  hon.  Gentleman  mentioned 
the  name  of  Roberts,  a  person  who  was 
suspended  in  the  sub-sorters'  office.  Now, 
it  happened  that  be  was  ready  to  answer 
that  case.  There  was  a  new  officer  acting 
as  the  colleague  of  Roberts,  and  Roberts 
declined  to  assist  the  new  comer.  The 
case  was  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Post  Office  authorities.  That  offen- 
sive language  was  used,  was  a  charge  he 
gave  a  direct  and  unqualified  denisJ  to. 
The  bon.  Gentleman  siud  that  a  vote  of 
thanks  would  probably  be  placed  in  his 
(Mr.  Cardwell's)  hands,  signed  by  all  the 
sub-sorters.     Now,  all  Us  information  re- 

rrting  this  vote  of  thanks  had  come  from 
hon.  Gentleman;  and  no  argument  was 
ever  intended  to  he  derived  from  that  vote 
of  thanks,  about  which,  except  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  he  waa  totally  uninfonn- 
ed.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  was  dis- 
apptnntcd  that  nothing  had  been  done  with 
respect  to  the  Post  Office  since  last  Ses- 
sion; but  he  (Mr.  Cardwell}  could  tell  him 
that  this  question  had  been  inquired  into 
by  tlw  Fost  Office  authorities,   and  had 
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been  Bpecificallj  under  the  notice  of  the 
Doblo  Lord  who  Uat  Session  bo  ably  filled 
the  office  of  Fostm&ster  General,  as  well  oh 
of  tbe  noble  Lord  who  now  filled  it.  Im- 
medistcly  on  the  close  of  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament,  the  Post  Office  did  p&j  the 
hon.  Gentlenisn  that  jost  respect  which 
was  his  due  in  taking  up  the  conudcradon 
o[  this  subject;  and  he  (Mr,  Cardwell)  was 
informed  that  it  having  been  stated  bj  Mr. 
Kellj  to  be  his  wish  that  all  penona  con- 
nected with  the  department  should  be  re- 
lie*ed  from  the  duty  of  collecting  informa- 
tion for  his  work,  the  noble  Lord  who 
lalelj  presided  at  the  General  Post  Office 
had  laid,  that  whatever  might  be  the  ar- 
rangement with  respect  to  Mr.  Kelly,  he 
felt  it  incumbent  on  bim  to  require  the  full 
discharge  from  all  letter-carriers  of  the 
dutj  thej  owed  him  anil  the  public,  and 
that  this  information  was  necessary  for 
the  interests  of  the  department.  The 
present  Postmaster  General,  when  the 
natter  was  brought  before  him,  did 
not  feel  it  his  dntj  to  depart  from  the 
principles  laid  down  by  iiie  late  Post- 
master General;  but  he  was  desirous  to 
remove  the  objections  which  somo  of  the 
letter-carriers  felt  to  collecting  this  in- 
formation, and  sud  that  he  would  allow 
these  parties  to  be  excused;  and  there  was 
no  person  now  so  employed  who  did  not  do 
it  perfectly  voluntarily.  With  respect  to 
the  payment,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  out  of  every  30f.,  to  answer  the  large 
capital  invested,  there  was  a  commission 
of  6«.  allowed  to  the  letter-carriers.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  number  of  dissentients  had 
been  exceedingly  few.  But  tbe  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said,  that  unless  the  sub-sortera 
neglected  their  duty  by  attending  to  Mr. 
Kelly's  business,  they  bad  no  chance  of 
promotion.  Promotions,  however,  were  in 
the  hands  of  tbe  Postmaster  General,  and 
not  in  those  of  Hr.  Kelly;  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  might  bo  assured  that,  if  Mr. 
Kelly  made  such  representations  as  he 
spoke  of,  they  would  not  be  attended  to  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  That  was  an  an- 
swer to  the  statement  that  Mr.  Kelly  bad 
it  in  his  power  to  oppress  these  persons. 
The  ban.  Gentleman  might  also  rely  on 
the  responsible  public  officers  having  tbe 
■ntroost  desire  to  secure  an  efficient  and 
pure  administration  in  every  department  of 
the  public  service,  and  they  were  open  in 
this  instance  to  a  direct  appeal,  not  through 
inferior  officers,  and  it  was  most  rcmark- 
aUe  that  although  persons  of  the  hi^est 
eonuderation  hod  been  put  to  inooDreu- 
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ence  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  Post 
Office,  according  to  the  hon.  Gentleman'a 
statement,  yet  they  had  presented  no  me- 
morial to  the  Treasury,  and  that  although 
300  persons  had  applied  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman on  the  subject,  no  one  of  them  had 
ever  come  near  that  department.  He 
thought  that  would  be  a  guarantee  to  the 
House  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's positions,  and  that  tbe  House 
would  feel  that  it  would  not  be  just  to  lay 
on  tbe  Post  Office  the  reproach  of  those 
chains,  which  he  humbly  submitted  that 
he  bad  answered. 

Mb.  HOFFATT  said,  that  memorials 
complaining  of  Mr.  Kelly  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Treaanry,  but  bad  not  reach- 
ed the  hands  of  the  department.  It  was 
felt  to  be  a  very  different  thing  to  come 
before  the  chiefs  of  a  public  department 
and  a  Committeeof  tbe  Honse  of  Commons. 
A  sense  that  they  would  have  justice  was 
wanting  in  people's  mind  with  respect  to 
the  former ;  but  there  was  great  confidence 
in  the  latter.  He  thought  an  inquiry  into 
the  management  of  the  Post  Office  was 
necessary  on  public  grounds,  and  not  merely 
in  consequence  of  the  allegations  in  the 
petition  before  the  House.  Justice  had 
not  yet  been  done  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Post  Office  to  the  penny  postage  system. 
He  felt  perfectly  satisfied  that  if  the  sys- 
tem were  properly  carried  out,  and  if, 
among  -other  things,  increased  facilities 
were  given,  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue, 
as  compared  with  that  under  the  old  system, 
would  be  made  up.  What  had  taken  place 
in  the  London  District  Post  fully  proved 
this.  In  the  year  1844,  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  letters  was  1,800,000  on 
the  previous  year.  In  twelve  months  after, 
that  is  to  say,  between  the  15th  of  May, 
1844,  and  the  same  day  in  1845,  the  nmn- 
bcr  had  increased  to  2,676,000.  A  conso- 
lidation of  die  General  Post  deliveries  with 
those  of  tbe  old  Twopenny  Post  would 
effect  a  great  advantage,  and  save  a  great 
waste,  which  there  was  at  present,  of  both 
money  and  strength ;  and  pcrvons  might 
then  get  their  letters  by  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  instead  of  at  half-past  ten,  as  at 
present.  Another  absurd  regulation  was 
the  limitation  of  weight  in  the  letters  con- 
veyed by  the  Post  Office.  In  these  and 
many  other  respects  there  was  in  tbe  Post 
Office  a  false  and  slovenly  system,  which 
he  felt  assured  could  not  long  be  continued 
were  the  proposed  inquiry  to  be  granted. 
.  Mb.  PROTBEROE  thought  that  the 
hon.  SecraUry  for  the  Treuury  bad  not 
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auffieieatly  explained  wbedier  the  book  of 
Mr.  Kelly's  vas  a  public  or  a  private  work. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  Post  Office 
moat  have  such  information  oe  that  to  which 
reference  had  been  made;  and  it  was  also 
moat  desirable  that  the  public  should  have 
the  benefit  of  such  information  collected  ii 
such  a  manner.  The  question  was  no 
whether  it  ought  to  be  made  use  of  for  the 
pubhc  benefit,  but  whether  it  should  be  so 
made  use  of  under  the  direction  of  the  Post 
Office,  or  under  that  of  a.  private  individual. 
He  did  not  esactlj  understand  the  position 
in  which  these  sub-sortew  or  letter-camera 
etood  OS  regarded  Mr.  Kelly.  If  they  were 
paid  as  the  private  servants  of  Mr.  KeUy, 
It  was  certainly  a  very  dangerous  thing  to 
place  them,  in  their  capacity  of  public  ser- 
vants, in  a  position,  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Kelly,  in  which  favouritism  might  be  ex- 
erted. He  considered,  however,  that  the 
returns  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  had  so  promptly 
promised,  would  yield  much  more  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  than  they  were  in  pos- 
nession  of  at  present,  and  enable  the  House 
better  to  come  to  a  decision  on  tbe  subject. 

M&.  BROTHEKTON  objected  to  the 
system  on  which  these  letter-carriers  were 
appointed.  Testimonials,  however  good 
or  important,  coming  from  the  authorities 
of  a  borough,  or  persons  among  the  public 
whose  opinion  was  entitled  to  attention, 
were  altogether  disregarded ;  but  a  Member 
of  Parliament  who  supported  the  Govern- 
ment might,  by  a  recommendation  to  the 
Treasury,  obtain  these  appointments,  al- 
though ho  might  know  nothing  of  the  per- 
sons appointed,  who  might  be  most  unfit. 
He  had  been  informed  of  cases  where  agri- 
cnltural  labourers  had  been  sent  from  Buck- 
inghamshire and  other  counties  down  to 
Manchester,  many  of  whom  were  unable  to 
read  and  write,  and  who  were  so  ignorant  of 
the  streets  of  Manchester  that  they  brought 
back  the  letters  with  which  they  had  been 
entrusted,  not  being  able  to  deliver  them. 
And  yet,  while  such  men  were  appomted 
on  the  personal  recommendation  of  Parlia- 
mentary supporters  of  the  Government, 
Uie  testimonials  of  persons  on  the  spot, 
competent  to  judge  of  the  fitness  of  tbe 
persons  they  recmmnended,  were  disre- 
garded. He  thought  this  was  a  system 
which  ought  to  be  amended. 

Mr.  CUEISTIE  said,  be  would  support 
the  Motion,  for  there  was  no  greater  field 
for  political  jobbing  than  the  patronage  of 
the  Post  Office.  He  thought  a  case  had 
ire«n  fully  made  vol  for  »  genenl  imiuiry. 
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That  would  elimt  dl  the  truth — not  only 
what  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Pint- 
bury  had  told  them,  but  also  a  great  deal 
more.  The  hon,  Oentiemao  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  given  a  denial  to  the 
statements  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward by  bis  hon.  Friend.  He  sud  he  waa 
"  informed"  that  so  and  so  was  not  the 
case.  Who  were  hia  informers?  He  gave 
the  House  no  cine  to  who  they  were,  nor 
what  was  the  value  of  the  authority  on 
which  he  ofi'ered  the  denial.  He  had  ob- 
served that,  during  tbe  progresa  of  ^e 
discussion,  there  had  been  a  frequent  com- 
munication on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Eiche- 
quer  vrith  two  gentlemen  who,  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  House  to  strangers,  were  sit- 
ting below  the  bar.  For  anything  the 
House  knew  to  the  contrary,  those  gentle- 
men might  be  Mr.  Keily  himself  and  Hr. 
Bokenham,  of  the  General  Post  Office ;  ao 
that  the  information  on  which  the  hoB. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
bad  ofi'ered  his  denial  might  after  all  have 
come  only  from  that  source.  The  inquiry 
sought  for  would  elicit  information  of  a 
more  general  nature.  The  hen.  Gentle- 
man seemed  to  he  almost  jealous  of  per- 
sons in  the  Post  Office  going  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Flnabury,  instead  of  to  him  ; 
but  what  encouragement  had  they  to  do  so, 
if  th^  complaints  were  met  by  such  a 
speech  as  that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to- 
night? It  was  of  no  use  for  them  to  me- 
morialiae  the  Treasury.  Upon  the  whole 
he  concaved  that  a  gronnd  had  been  made 
out  for  a  general  inquiry.  As  regarded 
the  immediate  question  before  the  House, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  entirely  failed  to 
make  out  a  case  for  tbe  collection  of  such 
information  by  means  of  the  letter-carriers; 
and  unless  inquiry  were  made,  he  could 
not  understand  how,  a^er  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Monber  for  Finshury,  die  persou 
inculpated  could  hold  up  their  heads. 

Mr.  p.  baring  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion that  the  question,  which  had  threatened 
to  become  a  general  discussion  as  to  the 
Post  Office  arrangements,  had  been  brought 
back  to  its  original  purpose.  The  Motion, 
as  he  understood  it,  was  not  for  a  general 
inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  tbe  Post  Office, 
but  for  a  specific  inquisition  into  certain  al- 
legations contiuned  in  the  petition  presented 
to  the  House.  If  the  Committee  for  which 
the  hon.  Member  moved  were  to  be  appoint- 
ed, it  conld  not  inquire  into  such  matters 
as  alterations  in  the  hours  of  delivery,  or 
the  appoiatmeot  and  diBtribu^on  of  letter^ 
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sorters,  but  must  confine  its  labours  to  tbe 
questions  before  it.  In  many  of  tboso 
matters  ho  believed  improvements  might 
be  made  in  the  Post  Office  nrrangements. 
Nor  did  he  doubt  but  that  improvcmeRts 
might  be  introduced  into  the  managoment 
of  every  public  department.  Such  ques- 
tions wero  very  fair  subjects  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House  ;  and  as  far  as  this 
recollection  of  their  feelings  went,  he  be- 
lieved the  Post  Office  authorities  would 
very  gladly  consent  to  nny  improvements 
the  House  might  think  fit  to  introduce. 
For  himself  he  might  say  that  his  poverty, 
but  not  his  will,  consented  to  allow  many 
of  the  present  regulations  to  continue,  for 
it  was  always  necessary  to  consider  how 
tbe  revenue  would  be  affected  by  such  al- 
terations. He  was  happy  to  find  the  ex- 
periment with  respect  to  the  Brighton  mail, 
which  had  the  effect  of  bringing  that  town 
within  the  range  of  the  twopenny-post  de- 
liveries had  been  so  completely  successful, 
and  hoped  it  would  be  extended  to  other 
large  towns.  Several  symptoms  of  im- 
provement had  appeared  in  the  Post  Office 
arrangements,  particularly  in  tho  addition 
of  force  made  to  the  various  departments, 
which  had  been  rendered  necessary  by  the 
increase  of  business  ;  and  he  was  glad  to 
find  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
afford  to  make  that  addition.  As  regarded 
the  question  of  fees,  the  Qovemment  to 
which  be  hsd  belonged  had  been  most  hos- 
tile to  the  system,  and  had  done  away  with 
a  great  portion  of  it,  the  Post  Office  being 
tbe  only  department  in  which  it  existed  in 
force.  He  hoped  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury would  give  their  consideration  to  the 
subject,  and,  if  not  at  once,  at  least  gradu- 
ally abolish  the  system  altogether.  With 
respect  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
he  must  say  he  bad  very  considerable 
doubts  BH  to  tbe  expediency  of  carrying  on 
the  Poit  Office  Directory  thrangh  the  exer- 
tions of  a  private  individual.  He  objected 
to  it  on  principle,  and  believed  the  fact  cre- 
ated a  very  nnfavourable  impression;  but  at 
tho  same  time  he  thought  Mr.  Kelly  fully 
entitled  to  compenaation  for  the  loss  of  those 
profits  wfaichweresomeof  the  emoluments  of 
his  office.  With  respect  to  the  attacks 
and  allegations  contained  in  the  petition,  he 
must  say  he  differed  veiy  much  in  opinion 
from  some  hon.  Gentlemen  who  hod  ad- 
dressed tbe  House,  and  thought  that  they 
must  take  into  their  consideration  the 
Statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
' — that  ho  had  made  inquiry  into  the  dr- 
cumstwicea  connected  with  them.     What 


was  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Secretary  ? 
That  the  books  of  the  various  persons  and 
departments  had  been  looked  into  and  ex- 
amined, and  that  after  a  fair  investigation, 
the  return  of  profits  which  had  been  laid 
upon  tho  Table  had  been  found  to  be  pro- 
per and  just.  "But,"  stud  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man near  him,  "  it  is  Hr.  Bokenham 
who  says  so.  '  As  an  old  public  servant, 
he  might  be  allowed  to  say  that  it  was  not 
fair  to  attack  the  character  of  a  person 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  public  in 
such  a  manner  na  that.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Post  Office  was  hie  personal  friend — 
they  had  been  early  engaged  together  in 
the  public  service  —  and  be  was  a  man 
whose  honour  and  integrity  no  person  who 
knew  him  could  doubt  for  a  moment.  He 
was  bound  to  state  that  the  character  and 
lengthened  public  services  of  Mr.  Boken- 
ham entitled  him  to  perfect  credence  in  alt 
his  statements ;  and  ho  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  Lambeth,  and  those  ban.  Oen- 
tlonicn  who  had  served  with  him  on  the 
Post  Office  Committee,  whether  the  frank- 
ness and  candour  with  which  Mr.  Boken- 
ham had  given  his  evidence  on  that  occa- 
sion, had  not  gained  their  entire  behef  and 
confidence  ?  The  House  had  only  die 
assertions  of  Mr.  Duncan  in  proof  of  the 
necessity  of  this  inquiry  :  they  had  no  al- 
legations from  the  parties  most  likely  to  be 
aggrieved — the  public — whose  letters  had 
not  been  delivered.  It  had  been  stated 
that  the  affairs  of  the  Post  Office  were  in 
a  state  of  great  maladministration  and  in- 
subordination ;  but  if  so  the  Hoase  was  not 
the  proper  quarter  to  apply  to  for  their  cor- 
rection. Public  officers  ought  not  to  look 
to  that  House  as  their  h^,  but  to  the 
heads  of  their  various  departments.  He 
believed  jnstice  would  bo  much  better  ad- 
ministered if  the  pubUc  service  were  to  be 
carried  on  by  those  who  were  rosponsibla 
for  its  execution;  and  that  the  subordinates 
ought  to  be  taught  to  look  up  to  their  bq. 
periors  alone.  Under  the  circumstances 
he  did  not  think  there  was  sufficient  ground 
shown  for  the  Motion,  and  he  was  not  pre- 
pared, by  acquiescing  in  it,  to  cast  censure 
on  public  servants. 

Mb.  WAKLBY  said,  that  during  the 
discussion  he  had  been  calculating  what 
line  of  conduct  the  es-oSiciAl  Gentlemen  on 
his  side  of  tho  House  would  pursue  with 
respect  to  the  Motion,  and  must  confesa 
that  in  going  through  the  list  of  names  he 
could  not  find  one  who  would  be  likely  to 
vote  for  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Colleague. 
Whenerer  the  character  or  conduct  of  ■ 
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at  about  1,2791.  a  year,  but  wbich  waa  a 
xmitirc  fi'aud  upoa  the  House;  and  that 
16  was  prepared  to  prove  before  a  Commit- 
tee tbat  the  income  &om  that  eoiirce  was 
not  lesB  than  lO.OOOf. — thus  affirming  on 
' '  own  authoritj  the  atlegatlone  contained 
the  petition.  When  charges  of  this 
kind  were  made  in  that  House — the  House 
of  the  people — and  tbe  House  showed  itself 
satisfied  with  a  mere  denial  by  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  department,  what  would 
be  the  opinion  of  the  public  of  the  manner 
the  House  discharged  its  duty  1  On  con- 
stitutional piincipIeB  the  House  was  bound 
'  >  inquire.  The  charges  were  distinctly 
lade,  not  only  by  a  petitioner,  but  by  an 
DC,  Member  in  his  place;  and  moreorer 
the  petitioner  was  stated  by  tbe  bon,  Mem- 
ber for  Coveutry  to  be  a  man  of  tbe  highest 
character  and  reputation,  and  one  who  did 
not  come  forward  with  a  grievance  affect- 
ing himself,  but  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
munity, feeling  tbat  tbe  public  serrjco  . 
ought  to  be  honourably  and  adequately 
performed.  But  although  it  was  seen  that 
public  property  had  been  used  for  private 
purposes — that  a  bumble  class  of  public 
servants  bad  been  obliged  to  perform  du- 
ties for  the  bead  of  a  department,  still  the 
House  was  told  by  tbe  Govenuneat  tbat 
there  should  be  no  investigation.  What 
would  the  pubhc  think  ?  That  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  grant  the  inquiry,  in  order 
to  screen  certain  parties.  He  had  eipected 
better  things  of  the  Government,  and  was 
astonisbed  at  their  refusal  of  so  reasonable 
a  request  as  tbat  of  his  hon.  Colleague. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  addressed  the  House 
was  distinguished  by  a  great  deal  of  that 
natural  sagacity  which  he  applied  to  every 

Suestion  upon  which  he  spoke.  But  he 
lought  that  he  bad  made  an  erroneons 
statement  as  to  what  had  fallen  from  those 
against  whom  his  observations  were  prin- 
cipally levelled.  His  sagacity  had  been 
wonderful,  because  it  appeared  that  be  was 
right  in  his  anticipations  as  to  what  would 
be  the  conduct,  in  respect  to  this  qnestion, 
of  all  those  public  men  in  this  House  who 
had  any  knowledge  of  tbe  public  business. 
[Mr.  Waslei  :  No,  no !]  And  tbe  bon. 
Member  said  tbat  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  one  and  all  of  thorn  would  be 
found  to  oppose  this  Motion.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  further  said,  that  the  conrse  of 
the  House  of  Commons  should  he  this — 
that  when  a  Gentleman  made  a  statement 
against  any  individual,  it  was  the  duty  of 
2E 


public  officer  was  called  in  question,  there 
was  always  perfect  unanimity  between  the 
**  ins"  and  the  "  outs."  On  that  subject 
there  appeared  to  be  universal  sympathv. 
Probablr  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
last  spoke  foresaw  that,  if  the  inquiry  were 
granted,  it  would  extend  to  the  period  when 
be  himself  was  in  ofBce,  or  he  might  anti- 
cipate that  tbe  day  was  not  far  distant 
when  he  would  be  in  office  again 
either  case  the  inquiry  was  not  c 
It  was  absurd  to  say  that  the  speech  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  an  answer 
to  tbe  statement  of  his  hon.  Friend :  it 
might  be  called  an  answer,  but  it  cert^nly 
was  no  refutation.  Tbe  allegations  wore 
solemnly  made  by  a  respectable  gentleman, 
and  supported  by  a  Member  of  that  Mouse; 
and  he  really  was  of  opinion  that,  in  refus- 
ing an  inquiry,  the  House  of  Commons 
would  be  relinquishing  its  functions  as  the 
-  great  inquest  of  tbe  nation.  He  did  not 
tliink  that,  in  answer  to  charges  so  for- 
mally made,  and  so  strongly  supported, 
that  the  mere  denial  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  should  be  deemed  sufficient. 
In  the  few  remarks  be  would  make,  he 
wished  to  guard  himself  against  being  un- 
derstood to  imply  any  censure  upon  the  ge- 
neral management  of  tbe  Post  Office  depart- 
ment. He  received  thousands  of  letters 
yearly,  and  had  no  reason  for  complaint. 
The  duties  of  the  Post  Office  were  certainly 
most  laborious  and  intricate,  and  were  most 
wonderfully  executed.  Also  he  considered 
the  Dittctory  n  most  valuable  work  to  tbe 
public,  and  should  greatly  regret  to  see  it 
discontinued;  but  at  tbe  same  time  it  was 
unfortunate  tbat  any  circumstances  con- 
nected with  its  publication  should  have 
caused  dissatisfaction.  It  should,  how- 
ever, be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  present 
excellences  of  the  work  were  chiefly  owing 
to  the  system  introduced  by  Bohion' 
Directory.  With  respect  to  the  questio 
before  the  House,  ho  had  received  no  pri- 
vate communication  regarding  !t,  nor  hod 
he  even  read  the  petition  until  he  had  c 
into  the  House;  but  he  ohserred  that 
charges  were  made  of  a  serious  character 
against  the  government  of  a  public  depart- 
ment ;  and  he  found  that  his  hon.  Col- 
league had  pcnonally  seen  a  great  number 
of  persons  who  had  made  allegations  of 
tyrannical  and  oppressive  conduct  pursued 
in  that  department.  Could  the  House, 
under  these  circumstances,  refuse  inquiry  ? 
His  bon.  Friend  had  also  stated  that  on  a 
former  occasion  he  had  moved  for  a  return 
of  certain  profits,  which  had  been  returned 
VOL.LXXXV.    {2EJ 
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the  HanM  unmediatelj  to  institiito  an  in- 
quiry into  all  the  f*ots  of  the  ewe.  A  com- 
pUint  was  made  ttgaioHt&public  officer,  who 
had  stated  his  emolumenta  derivable  from 
the  sale  of  the  Pott  Ofice  Directory  to  be 
1^CK)I.  Bjear;  and  because  an  hon.  Member 
had  stated  that  this  return  was  false,  and 
that  he  could  prore  the  profits  to  be  1 0,0001. 
A  jear,  it  was  said  that  thcj  should  inslanler 
institute  this  inquiry.  Now,  the  hon. 
Member  must  know  tolerably  well  what 
the  ordinary  profits  of  bookselling  publica- 
tions were;  and  with  this  knowledge  the 
hon.  Member  must  certainlyhave  his  doubts 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  his  hon.  Colleague's 
Btatemcnt.  If  there  were  a  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the 
truth  of  either  allegation,  the  hon.  Member 
vonld,  be  thought,  be  more  disposed  to 
uy  that  the  statement  of  the  Gentleman 
who  was  thus  attacked  was  nearer  to  the 
truth  than  that  of  his  hon.  Colleague.  But, 
asked  the  ban.  Member,  were  they  to  be 
content,  in  the  face  of  these  allegations, 
with  the  mere  denial  of  the  hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ?  But  was  this  a  mere  de 
nial  on  the  part  of  his  hon.  Friend  i  Die 
Hot  his  hon.  Friend  state  that  two  personi 
bad  been  emplored  to  inspect  the  books 
ftnd  documents  of  this  public  officer  referred 
to,  and  that  the  result  of  their  inspection 
had  impressed  them  with  the  opinion  that 
the  Returns  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  were  esaenti^ly  correct  ?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said,  what  was  perfectly 
tone,  that  the  Post  Office  did  eteeute  most 
laborious  daties  in  a  most  wonderful  man- 
ner; but  when  he  made  that  admission, 
and  knew  how  well  the  department  worked 
through  a  long  period,  under  circnmstances 
of  peculiar  difSculty,  when  the  modes  of 
communication  were  daily  changing,  he, 
on  his  own  statement,  implied  a  contradic- 
tion of  the  facts  which  his  Colleague  had 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House;  for  that  hon.  Gentleman  had  told 
them  that  the  whole  department  was  in  a 
State  of  dissatisfaction  and  rebellion,  threat- 
ening to  strike  work  to  prevent  the  busi- 
Aest  of  the  Post  Office  going  on,  and  that 
the  inquiry  was  necessary  to  prevent  those 
ctHs.  The  hon.  Member  must  inwardly 
he  convinced  that  the  fact  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Post  Office  exercised  its  func- 
tions was  an  answer  to  a  great  part  of  the 
charge.  It  was  a  popular  doctrine,  that 
whenever  complaints  were  made,  the  House 
of  Commous  should  appoint  a  Committee. 
What  Government  sud  was  this,  that  these 
letter-carriers  had  a  door  open  to  tbem, 


I  which  under  no  Administration  had  been 
closed,  so  as  to  have  the  facts  ascertained 
on  which  they  grounded  their  charges 
against  the  Post  Office.  The  House  had 
been  told  that  the  letter-carriers  were 
afraid  of  applying  to  Lord  Lonsdale  or 
Lord  St.  Qermans.  He  believed  that  to 
be  altogether  without  foundation  ;  but  he 
said  that  there  never  had  been,  and 
never  need  be,  fear  in  bringing  these  com- 
plaints nnder  the  cognieance  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  securing  an  examination  before 
the  Treasury  of  the  wrongs  under  which 
they  suffered,  or  of  any  malversation.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  told  the  Honse  that  the 
Treasury  were  always  ready  to  listen  to 
complaints ;  and  he  believed  that  there 
were  a  number  of  persons  in  the  House 
who  could  testify  to  the  readiness  with 
which  those  complaints  were  received  and 
carefully  investigated.  If  it  were  to  be 
said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
enter  into  a  preliminary  examination  on 
the  mere  statement  of  a  complaint  which 
was  contradicted,  it  would  be  to  impose  a 
burden  from  which,  he  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Fbsbnry,  any  man  con- 
versant with  business  would  wish  to  ex- 
empt the  Honse.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Portsmouth  had  so  fully  defended  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  were  principally  engaged 
in  the  business  of  this  department,  that  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  add  anything 
to  the  testimony  he  bad  borne.  He  had 
his  information  from  Mr.  Bokenham,  who 
carried  with  him  the  respect  of  all  who  had 
any  commnnicatiou  in  business  with  him. 
He  did  not  enter  into  the  general  merits 
of  the  Post  Office,  or  the  general  exertions 
they  had  made;  he  admitted  that  there 
had  been  more  delay  than  was  nccesaaty 
in  carrying  into  execution  the  improve- 
ments  that  were  required;  but  great  im- 

Srovements  were  going  on  from  day  to  day. 
[e  had  assured  die  House,  in  1M2,  that 
the  Government  were  as  anxious  as  any 
Member  of  the  House,  that  these  improve- 
ments should  be  carried  into  effect  gradu- 
ally as  the  revenue  would  bear  it;  and  if 
there  had  been  a  greater  delay  or  difficult 
in  the  management  of  the  Post  Office,  it 
had  arisen  from  the  fact,  that  from  the 
enormous  accumulation  of  letters  and  busi- 
ness, it  had  been  necessary  to  make  s 
large  addition  to  the  machinery  of  the 
Post  Office.  Whatever  complaints  there 
might  have  been  wonld  not  again  be  made. 
He  thought  the  House  would  hardly  be 
inclmed  to  accede  to  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  tor  Fiiubniy  to  embark  the 
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Bokenbam  were  one  as  regarded  this  affair, 
and  that  Bokenbaw  had  threatened  with 
pimishmeat  those  letter'Carriers  who  did 
not  coraplj  with  Kelly's  requisitions ■  He 
had  made  it  his  business  to  inqnire  mi- 
nutely into  the  aUegations  contained  in  tbe 
petition  which  he  nad  presented;  and  he 
believed  in  bis  consdence  that  tbey  were 
one  and  all  founded  on  fact,  and  that  their 
truth  could,  if  the  inquiry  now  sought  for 
were  granted,  be  established  in  tbe  most 
incontrovertible  manner  by  witnesses  in  tb6 
Post  Office  establishment  itself.  Nothing 
could  be  more  reasonable  tban  the  request 
which  he  now  made  on  behalf  of  the  public 
for  an  inquiry  into  the  subject;  and  tbe 
Govenunent  were  pursuing  an  unworthj 
course,  and  one  which  could  not  prove  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  commuuty,  if  tticy  were 
to  refuse  an  inquiry,  and  insist  upon  set- 
tling a  question  of  great  pubbc  interest  by 
merely  referring  to  a  return  prepared  in 
the  establishment  where  the  wrongs  com- 
plained of  were  alleged,  and  could  be 
proved,  to  exist.  It  would  be  childish  to 
move  for  returns  {torn  any  public  depart- 
ment, if  tbey  were  to  be  made  up  as  the 
E resent  Return  bad  been  prepared.  If 
on.  Gentlemen  at  both  sides  of  the  House 
were  to  combine  in  opposing  such  a  Uotion 
as  the  present,  their  doing  so  would  appear 
to  argue  that  there  was  amongst  ban.  Gen- 
tlemen at  both  »des  an  impression  that  it 
was  tbe  duty  of  pubUc  men,  present  and 
past,  to  screen  tbe  delinquencies  of  publie 
ofGcers.  For  his  own  part,  he  found  ia 
the  opp0Biti<»t  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment was  offering  to  this  Motion,  the 
strongest  possible  attestation  of  tbe  excel- 
lence of  his  case;  for  he  was  confident  that 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  tbe  Treasury 
bench,  if  they  thought  that  he  (Mr.  DuQ- 
combe)  was  not  in  a  position  to  prove  hit 
assertions,  would  not  hesitate  to  grant  him 
the  Committee :  on  the  contrary  they  would 


House  in  a  Committee  whenever  any  boa. 
Member  might  state  that  he  knew  a  party 
who  would  volunteer  information  to  the 
House.  If  that  principle  were  acceded  to, 
he  saw  no  limit  to  the  Committees  wbicb 
the  Hoose  might  appoint,  or  to  tbe  manner 
in  which  their  time  might  be  occupied. 

Hr.  B.  ESCOTT  observed,  that  having 
been  a  Member  of  tbe  Committee  to  which 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Portsmouth  (Mr.  F.  Baring)  had  referred, 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  say  that  be 
never  heard  a  more  intelligent  or  honest 
witness  tbaa  Mr,  Bokenbam,  when  be  ap- 
peared before  that  Committee.  He  had 
also  a  perfect  recollection  that  it  had  been 
amply  proved  that  every  complaint  or  me- 
morial presented  to  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral was  subjected  to  tbe  strictest  inquiry; 
and  so  satisfied  had  been  every  Member  of 
tbe  Committee  with  tbe  fair  dealing  of  the 
Post  OfGce  authorities  in  such  matters,  that 
no  one  proposed  any  reports  whatever  on 
tbe  subject  of  tbe  charges  then  brought 
before  them.  This  recollection  led  him 
to  suppose  that  any  individual  coming  to 
this  House  should  be  able  to  show  that  he 
had  made  some  previous  representation  of 
grievances  to  the  Post  Omce  authorities. 
In  this  case,  this  had  not  been  done;  and 
he  must  say  that,  while  he  honoured  the 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  for  bis  general 
championship  of  grievances,  in  tbis  instance 
tbe  hon.  Member  had  certainly  not  a  very 
good  case  to  bring  forward.  It  appeared 
to  bim  that  this  was  a  mere  trumpery 
squabble  between  the  editor  of  a  newspaper 
and  tbe  conductor  of  tbe  Poit  Office  Di- 
rectory; and  that  it  was  not  a  matter 
wbicb  the  House  ought  to  take  up,  as  a 
great  public  question.  On  these  grounds 
he  should  vote  against  the  Motion. 

Mr.  T.  BUNCOMBE  repUed :  It  was 
because  Mr.  Bokenham  was  an  able  and 
intelligent  witness,  that  he  wished  to  have 
him.  before  a  Committee  of  the  House; 
and  instead  of  Members  of  the  Govcra- 
ment  running  from  one  end  of  tbe  House 
to  tbe  other  eve^  now  and  then,  to  pick 
up  scraps  of  information  on  tbe  points  of 
bis  (Mr.  Buncombe's)  statement,  from  per- 
sons in  attendance  belonging  to  tbe  Post 
Office,  he  should  like  to  hear  those  parties 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  giving  such  infor- 
mation as  he  knew  it  was  in  tbcir  power  to 
affijrd.  It  bad  been  said,  that  Mr.  Boken- 
ham and  another  had  examined  Mr.  Kelly's 
books,  and  found  them  correct ;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  one  of  the  alle- 
gations in  the  petition  was,  that  Kelly  and 


j'ump  at  the  opportunity  of  bringing  him  to 
confusion  and  mto  discredit.  When  a  Mo< 
tion  was  brought  forward  for  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  alleged  misconduct  of 
certain  Poor  Law  officers,  it  wai  not  re- 
fused on  the  grounds  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  instituted  by  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, and  not  by  that  House.  No, 
the  House  acceded  to  tbe  Motion,  and  the 
Committee  in  question  was  still  sitting, 
notwithstanding  that  it  was  quite  true  that 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  James 
Qraham)  had  opposed  it.  He  believed  aU 
the  allegations  contiuned  in  the  petition  to 
he  strictly  true;  and  the  Government  might 
2B2 


Iritk  ttaaway  BiOt.  {COHUONSJ  Tritk  Bmlioas  BUh.        840 


rest  ouured  that  the  public  would  not  be 
utiBficd  at  the  matter  beiag  sUfled  in  this 
manner.  The  present  Motion  might  be 
defeated;  bnt  he  pledged  himself  that  the 
question  should  be  brought  before  the 
House  aguu  and  again,  until  the  inquiry 
had  at  length  been  granted.  If  the  Po§l 
Oj^e  Directory  was  a  public  work,  the 
public  abould  have  the  benefit  of  it.  If 
profits  were  realised  bj  its  publication, 
thej  shonld,  as  had  been  recommended  bj 
a  Committee  of  that  House  in  the  case  of 
the  packet  lists,  be  applied  to  the  credit  of 
the  public  revenue,  or  thev  might  be  giren 
to  that  overworked  and  oeserring  class  of 
men  the  letter-carriers;  but  most  assuredlj 
theT  should  not  be  permitted  to  go  into  the 
pockets  of  Hr.  Kelly.  Id  conclusion,  he 
would  only  obserre  that  he  felt  he  had 
done  nothing  more  than  his  duty  in  not 
suffering  a  petition,  iuTolving  matters  of 
the  deepest  interest  to  the  pubUc,  to  lie  a 
dead  letter  on  the  Table  of  that  House. 
He  felt  that  the  demand  which  be  made 
for  inquiring  into  a  question  of  such  grave 
importance  was  reasonable  and  judicious, 
and  he  now  left  it  for  the  House  to  decide 
between  him  and  Her  Majesty's  Qovem- 
ment,  whether  the  Committee  was  to  be 
granted  or  not. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  49  ;  Noes 
92:   Majority  43. 

Litt  of  the  Ates. 
ArmMwng,  Sir  A.  Mardaiid,  II. 

Bains,  V.  MoOkt.  G. 

Bsnurd,  E.  G. 
Blake.  H.  J. 
Bonverie,  hon.  E.P. 
Bovring,  Dr. 
Bridgcnuui,  H. 
Bright,  J. 
BrotbertOD,  J. 
Browne,  B.  D. 
Biufoild,  W. 
Butler,  P.  S. 


Chmtie,  W.  D. 
CoUett,  J. 
Crawfiinl.  W.  3. 
Savion,  bon.  T.  V. 
Evuu,  Sir  D.  L. 
Ewart,W. 
Fiugmald,  IL  A. 
Fontar,  H. 
Gnuiftr,  T.  C. 
Hstton,  Capt.  V. 
II>r,  Sir  A.  L. 
KeUj,J. 
M-Carth;,  A. 

Lute 

Antrobaa,  E. 
Arbuthnott,  bon.  H. 
AMcll,  W. 


CfBrieu,  J. 
O'Brien,  W.  8. 
CfBrira.  T. 
O'Conneli,  H. 
O'ConaeU,  J. 
Of^le,  S,  C.  II. 
Plumridge,  Cspt. 
PowaU,  C. 
Frotberoe,  E. 
RawdoD,  Col. 
Rich.  U. 
Roohe.  E.  B. 
.SoroervUle,  Sir  W. 
Tanoied,  II.  W. 
Tbomelj,  T. 
Waklej.  T. 
Walker,  R 
Worburton,  II. 
ffsrd,  II.  G. 
Wsuon.  W.  U. 


Jamet,  Sir  W.  C. 
Itrnija,  Eari 
Jocrijn.  VUot. 
Jones,  Cspt. 
KeUy.  Sir  F. 
lisimj,  bon.  Cmpt. 
Lockhsrt,W. 
Lowther,  boD.  Col. 
Lfgon,  bon.  Geo. 
H-XeiU.  D. 
Hsbon,  Vuet. 
Uatinav,  Lor4  C.  S. 


Mernell,  Cspt. 
^eTille.  R. 
Pslmer,  G. 
Patten,  J.  W, 
Peel,  Tt.  boo.  Sir  R. 
Peel.  J. 
PoIhiU,  F. 
Reid,  Col. 
R«UeMan,  Col. 
Ronitd,  Jr 


Barfcljr,  D. 
Baring,  rt.  hOO.  F.  T. 
Baring,  rt.  bon.  W.  B. 
Benbow,  J. 
Blackbnme,  J.  1. 
Botfiel<l,B. 
Bowie*,  Adm. 
Bnuuitoo,  T.  W. 
Broadwood,  II. 
Bruce.  Lord  E. 
Buckley,  E. 
Cardwell,  K 

..  W.  H.  P. 
Carnegie,  bon.  Cspt. 
ChicbeMcr,  Lord  J.  L. 
Clerk,  n.  ban.  Sir  G. 
CliTB,  bon.  E.  H. 
Coekbnm,  rt.  bon.  SirG. 
ConnoUr,  Col. 
CopeUnd,  Aid. 
Corrj,  rt.  bon.  H. 
DsnMr.  bon.  Col. 
Donglai,  Sir  C.  E. 
Dnncombe,  bon.  0. 
Eaeott,  B. 
FiDcb.  G. 
Fittrojr,  ban.  H. 
Flower,  Sir  J. 
Fornuu,  T.  S. 
Godton,  R. 
Gordon,  bon.  Capt. 
Goulbum,  rt.  bon.  H. 
Grabun,  rt.  bon.  Sir  J. 

Grinudit«h,  T. 
Gronn,  E. 
Bale,  R.  B. 
Ilall,  Col. 
Hamilton,  V.  J. 
Hautner,  Sir  J. 
Harconri.  G.  G. 
Harei,  Sir  E. 
Herbert,  rt.  bon.  S. 
Dsrvef.  Lord  A. 
Uope,  G.  W. 


IRISH  RAILTAT  BILLS. 

Hr.  W.  smith  O'BRIEN,  pumunt 
to  notice,  rose  to  submit  a  Motion  to  f^e 
foUowing  effect : — 

"  That,  witb  a  view  t«  dimlniib  tke  ineooTeni- 
enoe  and  eipeow  now  inciuTed  in  earrjing  tbrougfa 
Parliament  Billi  Tor  [be  comtnistioo  of  Railwaf  ■ 
in  Ireland,  it  ia  expedient  thai,  in  Cbe  oaae  oT  Iriah 
Railway  Billi.  all  lueb  inqulriea  a*  are  sow  eoo- 
ducted  in  London  bj  Committee*  of  thia  Qoum 
iboold,  after  tbe  termination  of  the  prwent  Ses- 
sion, take  place  in  Ireland." 
In  bringing  forward  this  Motion,  he  did  so 
with  the  view  of  giving  effect  to  what  ^i- 
peared  to  be  the  neany  nnanimotu  devre 

^Kc.     In 

eeUngof 


Smjtb,  Sir  H. 
Smftbe,  bon.  G. 
LordG. 


Tbeiiger.  Sir  F. 
TbompKn,  Aid. 
Trelawnj,  J.  3. 
Treaeb,  Sir  F.  W, 
Villier*,  Viect. 
Waddingt<«.  H.  S. 
Walpole,  S.  H. 
Welledej,  Lord.  C. 
Wood.  Col.  T. 
Wonb7,  bon.  J.  S. 
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were  frequently  under  the  neceeuty  of  con- 
Tejing  witneases  to  Loudon  from  the  re- 
motest pulB  of  IreUnd  At  an  enormouB 
expense.  Thej  were  also  under  the  ao- 
cessitjT  of  engaging  counsel  here,  and  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  agents  and  depnto- 
tiona,  all  which  proceedings  were  unavoid' 
ably  attended  with  considerable  expense. 
Nor  was  it  simply  a  question  of  expense. 
The  convenience  of  professional  men  in 
Ireland  was  deeply  inrolTed.  It  could  not 
but  be  obvious  to  every  one  how  exceed- 
ingly inconrenient  it  must  be  for  those  who 
were  engaged  in  professional  avocations  in 
Ireland  to  travel,  as  they  were  sometime 
obliged  to  do,  400  or  500  miles,  and  to 
cross  the  Channel  twice,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  thur  testimony  on  matters  con- 
nected with  those  private  Bills — testimony 
which  might  be  just  as  well  gifea  in  Dub- 
lin or  Corii.  Besides  the  present  eystem 
was  eioeedmgly  objectionahle,  for  this  if 
for  no  other  reason,  that  it  caused  much 
unnecessary  delay  in  the  progress  of  legis- 
lation. During  the  last  Session,  twenty- 
eight  private  Bills  had  been  introduced; 
and  the  delay  to  which  they  were  subjected 
beforo  they  received  the  royal  assent  was 
anch  as  to  create  great  dissatisfaction  in 
Ireland.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  Return  of 
Bills  which  had  passed  that  House  on  the 
lOth  of  February,  and  which  had  not  re- 
ceived the  Royal  Assent  until  the  2Ist  of 
July,  being  an  interval  of  more  than  five 
months.  It  was  clear,  therefore,  that  the 
objections  were  numerous  and  serious,  both 
on  account  of  expense  and  delay.  The 
Loyal  National  Repeal  Association  had 
taken  this  matter  into  consideration  late 
last  year,  and  a  Committee  of  that  body, 
over  which  Sir  ColmanO'Loghlin  presided 
as  chairman,  made  a  report,  in  which  they 
showed  not  only  the  desirability  but  the 
practicability  of  having  those  inquiries  con- 
ducted in  Ireland  which  were  now  carried 
on  in  London.  The  report  in  question, 
as  it  was  one  which  contuned  a  very 
clear  staUment  of  the  case,  and  suggested 
a  very  plain  and  effective  remedy,  be  could 
wish  that  it  was  in  the  hands  of  every 
Member  of  the  House,  Perhaps  the  House 
might  not  be  inclined  to  regard  with  much 
favour  suggestions  emanating  from  the  Re- 
peal AssocMtton;  but  he  wished  to  have  it 
distinctly  understood  that  this  question  had 
not  been  mooted  originally,  nor  was  its  agi- 
tation confined  to  that  body.  He  believed 
be  was  justified  in  asserting  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  had  reoraved  &om  lime  to  time,  irom 


most  influential  persons  in  various  districts 
of  Ireland,  eipreesions  of  their  opinion  that 
it  would  be  well  to  have  those  inquiries  con- 
nected with  private  Railway  Bills  conduct- 
ed, not  in  London,  but  in  Ireland.  In  the 
months  of  January  and  December  meetings 
were  held  in  Dublin  for  the  purpose  of  call- 
ing on  Government  to  make  arrangements 
in  order  to  the  carrying  out  of  this  object. 
In  his  own  county  (Limerick)  the  question 
hod  first  been  token  up  hj  the  Conserva- 
tive party,  at  whose  requisition  &  meeting 
was  held  at  Limerick,  at  which  a  memoriid 
was  adopted  which  he  trusted  tiie  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  lay  npon  the  Table  of 
the  House,  together  with  other  memorials 
of  a  similar  import.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  there  would  not  be,  on  party  grounds, 
any  objection  to  the  proposition  wljich  he 
nowsuDmitted— a  proposition  which,  besides 
being  signally  beneficial  to  Ireland,  by  pre- 
venting delay,  and  causing  a  large  sum  of 
money — which  was  now  expended  in  Lon- 
don— to  be  spent  in  Dublin,  would  also  be 
productive  of  much  relief  to  the  English 
Members  tiiemselves.  Surely  the  English 
Members  could  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
present  mode  of  conducting  business  con- 
nected with  privato  Railway  Bills.  There 
were  no  less  than  750  measures  of  this  de- 
scription before  the  House  at  present;  and 
surely,  when  regard  was  had  to  the  vast 
pressure  of  business  connected  with  the  af- 
fairs of  this  great  Empire  which  devolved 
npon  the  House,  it  must  be  evident  that  it 
was  impossible  for  Members,  with  such  a 
multiplicity  of  work  npon  their  bands,  to 
investigate  in  a  satisfactory  manner  all  the 
matters  of  detail  connected  with  these 
Bills.  No  donht  he  had  bis  own  views — 
views  which  he  believed  to  be  founded  on 
truth  —  with  respect  to  the  liability  of 
Members  to  serve  on  Committees  on  Pri- 
vate Bills.  It  was  his  opinion  that  Par- 
liament possessed  no  right  whatever  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  Members  on  such 
Committees,  in  the  event  of  their  feeling 
disinclined  to  attend.  Until  very  lately 
it  had  always  been  optional  with  Members 
to  attend  or  absent  themselves  as  they 
thought  fit;  and  olthoogh  the  House  had 

Eused  a  Resolution  to  the  effect  that  Mem- 
ers  should  attend,  he  did  not  think  that 
any  such  Resolution  could  have  the  virtue 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  was  in 
point  of  fact  the  only  mode  by  which  attend- 
ance could  be  rendered  a  matter  of  com- 
pulsion. He  did  not  think  he  was  called 
npon  to  dictate  to  the  House;  but  vuious 
alternatives  were  suggested — one  was,  tiial 
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tho  invoBtigadoD  abould  bo  confided  to  some 
IrUb  HemberB.  Now,  if  some  indiriduot 
Iruh  Hembers  were  patriotic  enough  to 
Bftvc  ezpeniie  to  the  countij,  and  seek  to 
ooQvcuience  the  country,  be  should  thnnk- 
fullj  accept  tb«r  eorrices  in  Ireland;  but 
he  was  not  prepared  to  sa;  tbat  this  wbb 
the  bestmoae  of  dealing  with  tbia  buaineea. 
For  his  part,  ho  could  see  no  objection  to 
confiding  to  a  CDnunisaion,  appointed  by 
the  Speaker,  tboso  dntiea  which  were  now 
perfonned  by  tho  Members  of  that  House. 
Let  the  Speaker,  with  the  aasent  of  the 
Houeo,  at  the  close  or  the  commencement 
of  the  Session,  as  the  cose  might  be,  ap- 
point a  commission  composed  of  five  ini£- 
viduals,  one  of  whom  should  be  a  counsel  of 
eminenco — another  a  ciril  engineer— an- 
other possibly  a  military  engineer,  or  person 
of  high  scientific  authority — another  a  per- 
son  of  high  commoroial  station — another  an 
intelligent  country  gentleman.  Thej  could 
■o  form  the  oommittoe  as  to  get  the  great- 
est posaiblo  amount  of  intelligence,  and 
they  could  select  the  persons  to  compose  it 
widk  the  utmost  impartiality.  Ho  thought 
k  commission  so  appointed  would  be  infi- 
nitely more  able  to  conduct,  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  public,  the  InTestigations 
that  were  now  earned  on  with  great  incon- 
Yenience  to  the  public  before  Committees 
of  that  Ilouse.  The  inquiries  before  the 
Committees  of  tbo  House  were  of  two 
kinds  —  those  relating  to  the  Standing 
Orders  and  those  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Committees  on  Bills.  Ho  asked  wbo- 
ther  anything  that  was  brought  under  the 
conaidoration  of  the  Committee  on  Stand- 
ing Orders  might  not  aa  well  he  oatablished 
in  Ireland  as  in  London?  Then  there 
oanio  the  questions  of  fact  which  were  es- 
tabUshed  before  the  Committees  on  Bills, 
ftnd  which  facts  were  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  House.  Ho  thought  when 
he  read  for  the  House  tho  entire  information 
th&t  those  Committees  were  in  the  habit  of 
aubmitting  to  the  Houao,  they  would  see 
4t  once  there  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
this  information  which  would  render  it  more 
difficult  that  such  information  should  he 
given  in  Ireland  than  in  England.  It  would 
be  at  once  admitted  by  any  one  who  read 
those  reports,  that  all  the  facts  that  were 
supplied  to  the  House  in  the  way  of  infor- 
mation might  be  aacertuned  as  easily  in 
Ireland  as  in  London.  There  then  re- 
mained for  consideration  the  general  policy 
of  the  measure.  On  that  question  he  would 
be  quite  contented  to  accept  primd  faeie 
the  opinion  of  such  coounisBon.     All  they 


wanted  was  competency  and  impartiality ; 
and  he  believed  tbey  could  obtain  compe- 
tency and  impartiality  by  a  judicious  selec- 
tion of  persons  not  Members  of  that  House, 
as  they  could  obtain  by  a  chance  Bciection 
from  Members  of  Parliament.  He  should 
propose  that  the  Committee  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Speaker,  with  the  assent  of  tho 
House,  should  leave  the  power  of  deciding 
the  questions  submitted  to  them,  subject  to 
an  appeal  to  tho  House  on  the  general 
policy,  as  well  as  on  the  facts  which  they 
were  in  the  babit  of  eliciting.  He  (Mr. 
Smith  O'Brien)  waa  quite  disposed  to  leave 
this  question  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  had,  no  doubt,  hia  own  ideas 
on  the  subject ;  but  he  was  by  no  means 
prepared  to  say  that  others  leaa  objection- 
able might  not  be  suggested  by  those  who 
were  more  experienced.  With  respect  to 
the  general  principle,  he  was  strong  in  his 
confidence,  not  so  much  in  bis  own  opinion, 
as  that  which  he  believed  to  be  the  univer- 
sal opinion  in  Ireland.  He  now  colled  upon 
them  to  make  this  experiment  with  refer- 
ence to  railways.  There  might  not  be  in 
future  Sessions  so  many  calls  for  legislation 
with  reference  to  railways  as  at  present ; 
but  bo  did  complain  diat  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  paid  respect  to  the  opinion 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  pronounced  as 
strongly  as  it  could  be  on  a  question  of 
this  nature.  He  complained  that  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  take  measures  to  give 
effect  to  the  sentiments  of  the  Irish  people. 
Ho  had  now  submitted  to  the  House  the 
viewB  of  his  fellow  countrymen  on  the  cab- 
jeet.  If  the  House  adopted  the  Resolution 
^which  he  waa  quite  prepared  to  see  ne- 
gatived, but  he  felt  at  the  same  time  it 
was  his  duty  to  submit  it-— if,  he  repeated, 
they  adopted  it,  he  would  suggest  that  the 
aams  pnnciple  should  be  applied  to  all 
private  Bills  relating  to  Ireland.  In  con- 
clusion he  moved  the  Resolution. 

Mb.  FITZSTEPHEN  PRENCH  se- 
conded the  Motion ;  but  not  having  been 
previously  aware  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Limerick  would  then  bring  it  forward,  ho 
(Mr.  French)  cenfeasod  he  was  not  in  the 
condition  to  state  those  figures  and  facts 
in  support  of  the  propoHtion  which  he  would 
be  otherwise  prepared  to  state.  Still,  un- 
der the  circumstances,  and  having  taken 
some  interest  in  railway  projects,  be  could 
not  sit  silent.  The  Bouse  must  remember 
that  the  systems  adopted  for  the  eonatmc- 
tion  of  oommon  roads  in  the  two  countries 
were  different;  and  he  (bought  those  iron 
RMds  ihonld  b«  oUued  widi  tho  eomBum 
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ro&ds.  In  EngUfld  if  a  nwd  were  proposed 
to  be  made,  ue  expenee  of  going  through 
the  Houae,  on  aceoimt  of  the  enonnouB 
teea  to  be  paid,  unounted  to  aomething 
betveeo  7002.  and  8001. ;  but  in  Ireland 
the  ezpenae  waa  trivial.    There  were  tum- 

C)  tniata  in  England  that  had  become 
knipt  for  nine  milliona  sterling — two 
milliona  of  ^at  were  for  Parliamentary 
expenaea — and  wb;  eodeavour  to  force  upon 
tbem  in  Ireland  a  aystem  of  that  kmd, 
which  they  noTer  had  until  the  introduction 
of  nulways  !  The  expenses  of  a  railway, 
aa  every  Member  muat  admit,  were  of 
enormous  extent.  No  Railway  KU  passed 
in  that  House  could  go  through  it  under 
an  ezpenae  of  20,0001.  It  waa  neoesaary 
to  bring  over  from  Ireland  the  persons  wiio 
aerred  the  notices,  at  an  ezpenae  of  aeren 
or  eight  hundred  ponsda  to  each  rulway, 
to  prove  before  the  Committee  what  had 
already  been  sworn  by  tbera  to  a  Judge 
of  assise.  It  waa  neceasary  also  that  ^a 
witnesses  should  attend  before  the  Standing 
Orders'  Committee;  and  all  the  witnesses 
were  brought  over,  perhapa,  from  remote 
parta  of  Ireland.  The  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  adjourned  for  a  hing 
period,  and  the  parties  were  obliged  to  send 
Iiack  liieir  witueases.  They  got  notice  to 
bring  on  the  case  again ;  and  again  they 
brought  over  their  witneasea,  and  again 
thera  waa  a  notice  of  postponement.  If 
thia  inquiry  took  place  in  a  county  in  Ire- 
land, diis  thing  could  not  occur,  or  at 
least  it  would  not  entail  auoh  enormons 
ezpenae.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
bMd  of  the  Government  had  aunounced 
his  intention  to  bring  foirward  a  measure 
with  reference  to  rulways ;  and  he  aaked 
waa  it  fur  of  him  to  deal  in  the  manner 
proposed  with  companiea  yrba  had  complied 
with  every  Order  of  the  Ilouae,  and  say 
they  would  stop  by  a  new  Resolution  of 
the  House  their  proceeding  with  measures 
which  probably  ul  the  original  proprietors 
cd  the  company  wished  should  be  proceeded 
with  {  He  conceived  there  was  no  more 
uecesaity  to  bring  them  to  that  Houee  for 
the  couatmction  of  a  nulway,  than  for  the 
eonstrnctioo  of  a  turnpike  road ;  and  they 
were  as  competent  to  do  the  business  tn  the 
grand  jniy  aa  that  House  waa.  In  con- 
elusion,  he  seconded  the  Uotion. 

8iB  ROBERT  PEEL  thought  it  waa 
very  clear  that  the  Honae  waa  hardly  pre- 
pared for  the  diacuasion  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  brought  forward.  There 
were  ao  many  Uotions,  ao  many  oonnected 
with  Irdand  of  which  previous  notice  bad 
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been  given,  but  suddenly  withdrawn,  that 
many  Gentlemen  scarcely  expected  ^at  a 
Motion  of  such  consequence  would  be 
brought  forward.  He  could  not  give  a 
stronger  proof  of  what  he  stated  than  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  seconded  ihB 
Motion  scarcely  ibought  it  would  come  on. 
[Mr.  F.  French  :  I  have  just  returned 
^m  Ireland.}  That  was  a  stronger  proof 
still.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred 
to  a  Motion  not  before  the  House,  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  that  night.  Hia  speech 
waa  directed  to  the  Motion  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  for  Thursday  night.      The 


Motion  he  then  proposed  to  make  was, 
that  the  House  should  not  read  a  Railway 
Bill  a  third  time  unleae  a  certain  numbtt' 
of  scripholders  should  give  their  assent. 
That  was  his  (Sir  R.  Peel's)  MoUoo  for 
Thursday  night;  and  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  French),  on  the  Motion  <^  the  hon. 
Member  for  Iiimerick,  made  a  speech  on 
that  Motion,  The  hon.  Gentleman  swd 
that  the  Irish  grand  juries  were  as  capa- 
ble of  discnaaing  qnestiona  with  reference 
to  railways  aa  with  reference  to  common 
roads.  But  that  was  not  the  propoa&l  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mmnbar  for  Li- 
merick. He  did  not  propose  to  give  the 
power  to  the  Irish  grand  juries.  That 
alao  showed  in  what  an  impeneet  state  the 
question  was  for  diseuaaion;  but  hia  pn^io- 
Ntion  waa  that  the  Speaker  should  ap- 
point a  omnnusaion  of  five  peramis.  It 
waa  a  great  question  whether  or  no  they 
might  conduct  eertaiu  preliminary  inquiries 
by  some  other  tribunal.  That  waa  a  ques- 
tion equally  interesting  to  every  other  put 
of  the  Empire,  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
expenae,  and  Ireland  aa  well  aa  every  odier 
part  of  the  Empire  would  of  eoune  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  any  auch  saving.  He 
very  much  doubted  whether,  in  any  future 
Seaiiou  of  Parliamest,  there  mi^t  not  bo 
much  leas  pressure  in  this  respect  than  in 
the  present.  Ha  thought,  however,  that 
the  experience  of  the  preaent  Seseion 
would  prove  very  important  in  enalding 
them  to  determine  the  best  course  to  pur- 
Bue  on  fiiture  occaaions.  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman  aaid  there  was  a  debt  due  by 
turnpike  tniats  to  the  amount  of  nine  mil- 
lions of  money,  and  that  two  millions  out 
of  the  nine  millions  had  been  incurred  in 
Parliamentary  eipensea.  If  that  were  so, 
and  if  Ireland  could  save  them  any  reduc- 
tion in  that  respect,  be  trusted  that  ahe 
would  not  grudge  them  the  amount.  If  a 
measure  were  proposed,  containing  all  due 
precaution  agMUst  any  improper  interfer- 
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could  be  discussed  on  the  qaestion  wu  ft 
matter  common  to  Ireland,  and  other  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  namely,  whether 
if  this  prcHsiire  of  private  businesB  should 
continue,  thcj  might  not  appoint  some 
tribunal  over  which  tbe  Uonse  of  Commons 
would  maintain  complete  control.  Ab  be 
sud  before,  he  tfaoug;kt  the  experience  of 
the  present  Session  would  probably  throw 
great  Ught  on  this  subject.  He  should  be 
sorry  to  give  a  direct  negative  to  the  pro- 
position at  present,  and  be  tnut«d  that 
other  boD.  Gentlemen  would  idso  feel  that 
they  were  not  now  in  a  position  to  discuss 
it  in  a  satiafactor;  manner. 

Hb.  smith  O'BKIEN  said,  all  he 
wished  the  House  to  do  was  to  affirm  tbe 
principle  of  tbe  Resolution. 

Sir  ROBBRT  PEEL  said  he  should 
decidedly  object  to  such  a  course.  The 
question  was  one  of  detiul,  and  not  of 
principle. 

Hr.  CALEB  POWELL  sud,  be  did  not 
understand  his  bon.  Colleague  to  propose 
that  the  legislation  nbonld  be  tmnaferred 
to  Ireland,  but  merely  that  the  preliminary 
inquiries  should  be  conducted  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  WAKLEY  said,  he  thought  the 
point  had  been  very  well  explained  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  namely,  that- 
it  was  extraordinary  tbey  should  have  been 
called  on  to  affirm  a  principle  without 
knowing  how  it  could  be  carried  into  effect. 
Still  the  opinion  was  so  strong  on  his  part 
that  injury  had  beendone  to  Ireland  by  the 
constant  drainage  of  money,  and  that  a 
targe  expenditure  was  going  on  in  this 
country  that  ought  to  take  place  in  Ireland, 
that  if  tbe  bon.  Gentleman  wished  to  divide 
the  nouse  be  wonld  ondonbtedly  veto  with 
him.  He,  however,  thought  it  would  be 
better  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  withdraw 
his  Motion  for  the  present,  and  to  bring  it 
before  the  House  on  another  occasion, 
when  he  should  be  prepared  to  submit  some 
plan  by  which  the  principle  would  be  car- 
ried into  effect.  There  was  a  general  feel- 
ing existing  that  Ireland  was  an  ill-go- 
verned, neglected,  and  persecuted  country; 
but  it  could  not  be  said  that  tbe  present 
Government  was  unMendly  to  Ireland,  the 
Irish  Uembers  themselves  having  admitted 
that  no  measures  bad  been  brought  forward 
advantageous  to  their  country,  than 
which  had  been  introduced  by  Her 
Majesty's  present  advisers.  He,  therefore, 
thought  that,  notwithstanduig  tbe  Coercion 
Bill  being  introduced,  the  Irish  Members 
should  not  look  upon  tbe  Government  as 
hostile,  more  eapeciallj  as  the  right  hon. 
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enco  with  property,  then  they  could  take 
it  into  coDsideration.  It  was  quite  clear 
that  they  should  not  sacrifice  or  interfere 
with  private  property,  except  on  ground) 
of  public  policy;  but  at  tbo  same  time  he 
tliought  the  hon.  Gentleman  should  nc 
press  them  to  come  to  any  affirmation  of 
principle  after  a  discussion  such  as  that 
which  had  now  taken  place  on  this  sub- 
ject. What  would  the  hon.  Gentleman 
propose  ?  Not  that  a  commission  of  five 
indiviiluaU  should  have  a  power  to  legis- 
late— should  have  a  power  to  take,  for  in- 
stance, land.  Legislation  by  that  House 
would  still  be  necessaiy,  for  it  was  quite 
impossible,  from  all  they  knew  of  Irish 
feeling,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  would 
submit  to  allow  a  commission  of  five  per- 
sons, named  by  tbe  Speaker  of  that  House, 
to  have  the  power  of  legislating  for  them. 

Mr.  smith  O'BRIEN  explained.  He 
should  prefer  local  administration  to  the 
grand  jury  system.  He  should  wish  to  set 
local  bo<Ues  similar  in  some  respects  tc 
grand  juries,  but  dependent  on  papula; 
control,  to  have  a  commission  formed  by 
that  House  on  the  authority  of  the  Speaki 
similar  to  other  commissions. 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL  said,  the  commis- 
sion would  then  be  confiued  to  making 
certain  preliminary  inquiries  which  might 
be  submitted  to  engineers  or  others,  per- 
haps, as  well  as  to  that  House.  He  did  not 
wish  to  offer  an  opinion  adverse  to  that 
proposal,  as  such  an  arrangement 
nave  tbe  effect  of  saving  the  time  of  the 
House  as  well  as  tbe  public  money;  but  it 
should  bo  recollected  that  after  the  Com- 
mifiaioners  had  made  their  report,  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject  would  still  be  reserved 
for  the  House  of  Commons,  and  therefore 
the  attendance  of  Irish  Members  wonld  he 
required  as  before.  Besides  it  was  quite 
clear  that  the  parties  to  whom  the  report 
would  be  unfavourable,  would  seek  to  be 
beard  in  that  House,  and  that  tbe  inquiry 
would  be  transferred  from  the  Committee- 
rooms  to  tbe  floor  of  that  House,  and 
would  take  place,  according  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  on  tbe  second 
reading.  He  thought  there  must  be  a  ge- 
neral feeling  in  tbe  House  that  tbey  were 
not  prepared  for  a  discussion  on  so  serious 
a  matter  that  night;  and  he,  therefore, 
thought  it  would  be  much  more  satisfac- 
tory that  the  hon.  Gentleman  should  with- 
draw the  Motion,  than  that  tbey  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  discussing  it  farther 
at  present.  It  was  impossible  that  tbey 
could  assent  to  the  proposition.     AU  that 
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Baronet  did  not  seem  to  be  opposed  to  the 

?rmciple  of  tlie  hon.  Oentleman's  Motion, 
[e  thought  nothing  could  be  more  unsound 
than  the  proposition  respecting  county 
boards.  He  need  not  remind  the  Honse  of 
the  f^reat  improTement  irhich  had  taken 
place  in  the  Comniitteea  of  that  House 
since  local  infiuence  had  been  removed  from 
them.  He  took  it  for  granted  that  if  local 
boards  were  selected  in  Ireland,  theywould 
be  adopting  the  very  worst  principle  of  the 
old  Committees  of  Parliament  which  had 
been  so  iuBtly  objected  to. 

LoBD  CLAUDE  HAMILTON  said,  be 
agreed  with  many  of  the  observations  which 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Mover  and  Se- 
conder of  tile  Resolution,  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  lowening  the  expense.  He  would, 
however,  wish  to  ask  the  hon.  Mover  whe- 
dier  he  meant  hia  Motion  to  apply  pro- 
Bpectirelyor  retrospectively?  He  thouKht 
that  some  facilities  might  be  adapted ;  but 
■till  he  should  vote  agiunst  the  proposition, 
as  it  wonld  be  an  injustice  to  English 
abareholders,  who  would  not  have  em- 
barked their  capital  in  Irish  lines  if  they 
bad  thought  they  were  to  he  left  to  the 
management  of  local  boards. 

CoLOHBL  CONOLLY  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  crude  and  undigested  matter 
brought  before  the  Hoqm  by  the  hon. 
Members,  the  Hover  and  Seconder,  tended 
to  defeftt  eacb  other.  One  had  said  that 
the  plan  waa  the  nnanimous  voice  of  Ire- 
land. It  might  be  the  nnauimom  voice  of 
Limerick,  but  to  say  that  Limerick  was 
Ireland  was  rather  too  much.  The  great- 
est porUon  of  tfae  capital  used  in  Irish  rail- 
roads came  from  English  pockets,  and  he 
should  be  sony  to  adopt  any  plan  by  which 
the  use  of  that  capitu  should  be  checked. 
That  the  plan  suggested  might  be  a  bar 
to  the  introduction  of  capital  was  a  serious 
objection,  and  one  that  weighed  greatly 
with  him.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
suggestion  made  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  seconded  the  Motion,  namely,  that  a 
comity  shoold  decide  how  fast  a  railway 
should  traverse  its  own  district,  tended 
folly  to  destroy  the  eligibility  of  the 
scheme.  How  could  harmony  be  found  in 
large  undertakings,  when  counties  could 
not  agree  even  about  constructing  a  turn- 
pike road,  on  which  a  few  hundred  pounds 
were  expended  ?  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  acceded  to 
the  modified  suggestions  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber proposing  the  Motion,  he  (Colonel  Co- 
twlly)  might  then  support  the  measure,  but 
not  in  its  present  shape. 


Hr.  HAURIC£  O'CONNELL  reaUy 
thought  the  ar^ments  about  the  introduc- 
tion of  EngliM  capital  into  Ireland  had 
been  long  since  exploded.  English  capital 
had  made  its  way  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  he  believed  there  was  as  much  of  it  in 
Ireland  as  was  good  for  them.  The  ques- 
tion now,  however,  was — not  whether  Eng- 
lish capital  should  be  sent  to  Ireland,  hut — 
whether  Irish  capital  was  to  be  wasted  in 
havine  persons  hanging  round  that  House, 
or  dodging  in  the  neighbourhood  of  West- 
minster Hall  ?  The  great  bulk  of  the  capi- 
tal embarked  in  Irish  railways  belonged  to 
Ireland,  and  the  majority  of  the  English 
subscribers  were,  he  believed,  now  closed 
by  zoologists  as  a  new  denomination  of  the 
stag  species.  All  they  wanted  was,  that 
the  preliminary  inquiries  should  tak* 
place  in  Ireland^  They  should  recollect 
that  evety  Railway  Bill  that  came  before 
them,  cost  at  least  3,0001.  in  preliminary 
expenses  in  bringing  over  witnesses  from 
Ireland  to  this  oonntry.  Although  he 
should  bare  wished  tho  Motion  to  have 
been  brought  forward  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  evening,  that  it  might  he  the  mora 
fully  discussed,  still  so  connnced  was  he  of 
its  propriety  that  he  trusted  his  hon.  Friend 
would  not  withdraw  bis  Motion. 

Mb.  W.  WILLIAMS  hoped  that  his 
hon.  Friend  would  not  press  his  Motion 
after  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  He  should  he  sorry  to  vote 
Bgunst  his  hon.  Friend ;  hut  he  believed 
that  it  would  be  better  for  the  attainment 
of  the  object  in  view  to  leave  it  to  the  Go- 
vernment at  present.  If  towards  the  end 
of  the  Session  the  Govermnent  did  not 
bring  forward  some  measure,  then  would 
be  the  proper  time  to  revive  the  subject. 

Mr.  FREWEN  said,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Roscommon  had  alluded  to  20,0001. 
having  been  expended  on  an  Irish  railway. 
He  presumed  that  he  alluded  to  the  Dublin 
and  Galvray  Railway  ;  and  if  so,  it  was 
not  surprising,  as  they  had  not  complied 
with  the  Standing  Orders.  It  was  proved 
that  one  man  bad  assumed  three  different 
names,  and  signed  three  signatures.  He 
could  only  say  that  the  Cork  and  Bandon 
Rulway  did  not  cost  more  than  between 
three  and  four  thoDsaod  pounds. 

Mb.  E.  B.  ROCHE  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  introduced  the  Motion, 
wonld  not  be  induced  to  withdraw  it.  No 
time  could  be  better  than  tho  present  for 
the  discuHsion  of  Irish  affairs.  The 
Irish  Members  had  been  told,  when  ask- 
ing for  a  separate  Legislature,  that  they 
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were  euried  Bway  by  deliuions ;  &111 
now,  when  they  hrought  forward  a  practi 
eal  proposition,  they  were  told  this  wa 
not  the  proper  time  for  its  introduction— 
that  Irelaod  most  wait.  But  Ireland  could 
not  wail — she  would  not  wait — she  should 
not  wait. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER ohserred  that  the  proposition  aa  it 
■tood  on  the  Paper,  was  obviously  against 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  was 
one  which  the  House  could  not  sanction, 
for  it  went  to  bind  the  Committees  of  the 
other  House  as  well  as  this.  It  was  better 
that  the  whole  subject  be  left  over  for 
■ideration  until  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Session. 

Colonel  RAWDON  said,  that  this  Mo- 
tion did  not  interfere  with  the  legisUtire 
proceedings,  but  with  the  preliminary  io' 
quiries.  He  would  not  role  against  the 
proposition  of  his  hon.  Friend;  but  he 
thought  that  the  mode  of  carrying  it 
might  be  well  left  to  the  Government. 

Mb.  DILLON  BROWNE  said,  that  if 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  promise  to 
introduce  some  measure  on  the  sahjeot,  to 
carry  out  the  principle  inroWed  in  his  hon. 
Friend's  proposition,  he  would  recommend 
him  to  withdraw  his  Motion.  He  thought 
that  such  mattcn  connected  with  private 
Bills  might  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
localities  affected,  as  the  persons  in  them 
were  best  able  to  consult  their  own  in- 
terests. Of  course  he  would  leave  all 
measures  dealing  generally  with  property 
to  the  general  Legislature. 

Mr.  W.  S.  0  BRIEN  begged  to  snb- 
■titute  *'  the  House"  for  "  both  Houses ;" 
tai  on  the  Resolution  in  the  amended  form. 

The  House  divided.  Ayes,  25  ;  Noes, 
69 :  Majority,  44. 
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D»mer,  hon.  Col. 
Douglaa,  Sir  C.  E. 
Duckworth,  Sir  J.  T.  B. 
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Gordon,  hon.  Capt. 
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Linduf,  bon.  Capt. 
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Wortlej,  hon.  J.  S. 


Hon 


I   adjourned    at    half-past  Twelve 
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•BCB  of  Uh  LonTi  DAy.^By  Capcabi  LindAy,  fnm 
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Si,  Avpfa  mt  Biagar  DtniMH. — Hy  Mr.  WiKUlBfUa, 
ftm  OwtdinB  at  Iha  Pour  at  the  Cmticd  Unka,  tlir 
lUUng  Omm  in  U(u  of  Ocaiplcn  at  Small  Ti 


of  UMLanbt  ItaRdiifortlic  P«  ia 
WatriofUa  Unkn,  *ir  a  ~ 
Law  oncen.— By  Dr.  B 


FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES. 
House  in  Committee  on  further  conuder- 
ation  of  the  Report  of  the  Friendly  Soeie- 
'  »  BiU, 

On  the  Question  that  Chnie  1  tUnd  put 
of  the  Bill,  .  , 
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Ub.  DTTNCOMBE  a&id,  th^t  the  Bill  at 
the  present  moment  wkb  much  mianiideT- 
■tood.  There  was  no  donbt  tihkt  a  great 
number  of  friendly  societies  nov  in  eiist- 
ennoe  woold  he  greatly  eircumHiribed  and 
cnppled  in  tli«r  opwationa  if  tUa  daose 
were  allowed  to  stand  part  of  the  Bill.  He 
proposed  that  these  aoeietieg  should,  under 
(he  new  Act,  hava  the  power  of  traoafer- 
ring  their  shares.  A  deputation  had  waited 
upon  him  that  morning,  from  a  friendly 
BocietjT,  stating  a  case  in  which  they  would 
be  interfered  with.  A  few  dajs  ago  some 
members  of  a  friendly  society  wished  to 
emigrate  to  Russia.  They  had  been  sub- 
■cribers  to  their  society  for  a  length  of 
time,  and  of  course  their  subscriptionB  wen 
worth  something  to  them.  After  the  pUB- 
ing  of  this  Bill,  they  would  be  onable  to 
withdraw  their  money,  or  to  transfer  their 
■bares  to  any  other  persons,  whether  they 
were  or  were  not  connected  with  the  society, 
and  of  course  their  money  would  be  left 
behind  tiiem  in  this  country. 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  said,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  incorrect  in  stating  that 
the  tendency  wastonarrow  and  restrict  th« 
power  of  friendly  societies.  The  object  of 
the  BiU  was  the  reverse.  The  effect  of  the 
judgment  of  Ur.  Justice  Wightman,  from 
which  no  appeal  was  made,  was,  no  friendly 
•ociety  coidd  be  held  to  he  lawful  which 
was  not  ejutdem  gentrii,  with  oertun  spe- 
eific  principles  of  association  in  the  existing 
law;  and  the  object  of  the  present  BiU  was 
to  enlarge  and  extend  the  powers  of  those 
societies,  without  directly  contravening 
that  judgment.  With  reference  to  the 
parttcidar  point  made  by  ^e  hon.  Gentle' 
man  with  regard  to  the  transfer  of  the 
■bares  of  Aese  societies,  he  thought  that 
the  hon.  Uember  was  not  correct  in  stating 
that  the  law  at  the  present  moment  per- 
mitted the  transfer  of  shares.  The  clause 
Aey  were  disciusii^  did  not  operate  so 
as  to  interfere  with  those  societies  regis- 
tered  before  the  passing  of  the  Act ;  for  all 
■hares  in  such  societies,  if  they  were  trans- 
ferable, would  remain  so.  Wil^  regard  to 
the '     " 


I  policy  of  making  shares  transferable, 
he  ODJected  to  the  principle ;  for  he  con- 
oeired  that  these  associations  were  asso- 
ciations of  matoal  confidence  and  assu- 
rance. The  law  assumed,  and  rightly 
oaroraed,  that  the  members  of  these  socie- 
ties were  parties  known  to  each  other,  and 
who  trasted  each  other ;  and,  as  the  case 
waa  pnt  by  the  hon.  Member,  members  of 
these  Bocietiea  would  have  the  power  of 
traosfening  ■barea  to  peiwrna  not  knows 


to  the  sodety— 'to  parties  not  tnuted  by 
them,  and  not  acceptable  to  them,  and  who 
might  not  he  agreeable  associates  for  the 
other  Members,  He  ooDaeived  that  it  waa 
not  right  that  new  members  should  he  ad- 

tted  without  any  power  of  checking  or 

ntrolling  their  admission  on  the  part  of 
the  society  in  general.  He  wished  to  make 
those  shares,  not  a  matter  of  barter:  he 

not  wish  to  create  friendly  society  stags 
as  well  aa  stags  of  another  nature ;  and 
whatever  might  be  the  law  with  respect  to 
Uicse  societies,  he  waa  not  prepared  to  in- 
troduce the  principle  of  unlimited  and  un- 
checked transfer  to  strangers;  for  the  law 
baaed  these  eociaties  on  the  aasumption 
that  they  were  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
friendly  and  mutual  assurance.  He  there- 
fore proposed  to  strke  out  the  words  after 
the  word  "  that,"  and  to  add  the  words 
"  the  investment  of  each  member  shall  be 
employed  for  the  sola  benefit  of  the  person 
invesfing,  or  for  his  children,  or  kin,  and 
that  no  party  shall  give  his  inresbnent  far 
the  relief,  maintenance,  or  endowment  of 
any  other  person  or  member  whatever." 
That  addition  would  make  the  investment 
the  property  of  the  parties  subscribing,  or 
their  ralatives. 

Ms.  RUTHERFURD  thought  that  it 
was  just  and  tail  that  persons  who  sub- 
scribed funds  to  a  society  should  have  the 
power  of  transferring  ^em.  He  thought 
it  would  be  better  tohave  the  clause  stop 
at  the  word  "  transfer,"  and  to  leave  out 
the  words  propwed  by  the  right  hon.  Goi- 
tleman. 

SiK  J.  GRAHAM  sud,  be  wished  to  be 
perfectly  candid  on  this  matter.  He  waa 
perfectly  willing  to  admit  the  right  of  per- 
sons to  combine  against  their  employers, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  higher  wages ; 
and  under  the  existing  combination  laws, 
it  was  perfectly  legal  for  them  to  do  so. 
But  he  was  afraid  that  the  accumulation 
of  those  societies,  which  bore  a  high  rate 
of  interest,  might  be  directed  to  the  pur> 
pose  of  holding  out  under  the  strike  with 
thor  employers  for  a  long  time.  He  was 
afraid  that  If  they  stopped  at  the  word 
"  transfer,"  without  adding  the  words 
which  he  proposed  to  the  tfoA  of  theclause, 
facilities  would  be  given  to  what,  for  the 
sake  of  brevity,  he  wouU  call  strike  asso* 
ciations.     Ho  oonceiTed  the  words  he  had 


Mb.  RUTHERFURD  had  no  objection 
to  the  caution  manifested  by  the  right  hon. 
Buonet,  but  tbonj^t  his  object  conU  be 
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better  fttl&!ned  by  a  different  conrte.  He 
was  of  opinion,  for  iostiuiee,  that  th«  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  more  fullj  and  easilj 
secure  hia  point,  hj  limiting  the  accumula- 
tion of  each  share  or  individual  to  201.,  or, 
at  any  rate,  a  low  comparative  turn.  He 
did  not  ai^e  that  the  Bill  should  prevent 
shares  heing  transferred. 

The  ATTOBSEY  GENERAL  said, 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  bad  objected  to 
lie  clause  did  not  refer  to  the  object  and 
intention  of  the  4th  Clauae — nametj,  giving 
the  power  of  investment  to  such  aocieties, 
for  uie  purpose  of  support  to  the  members, 
in  provisions,  fire,  &c.,  with  or  without  the 
assistance  of  charitable  donations.  An  ac- 
cumulation of  funds  by  these  societies  must 
arise,  and  such  accumula^ons  could  not  be 
allowed  to  take  place  without  regulation 
upon  ultimate  disposal.  The  hon.  Member 
also  who  had  last  addressed  the  House 
(Mr.  Rutherfurd)  was  desirous  that  shares 
held  in  friendly  societiee  should  be  made 
personaL  As  regarded  the  powers  of  with- 
drawing money  invested  by  the  holders, 
that  was  at  present  allowed,  generally,  by 
the  mles  of  the  societies  iemaelvea—ie 
meant  as  to  the  investment  of  savings.  If 
a  limit  were  placed  upon  the  amount  accu- 
mulated, he  thought  the  object  sought 
might,  perhaps,  be  attained. 

Mr.  DUNCOUBE  said,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  distinctly  removed  from  his 
intention,  than  that  the  shares  of  these  so- 
cieties should  be  transferred  promiscuously 
to  anybody.  What  he  wished  to  see  effected, 
was  this,  that  power  should  be  given  by 
the  Bill  to  allow  any  Member,  if  desirous 
of  leaving  a  locality,  to  dispose  of  his  shares 
to  any  ouier  member  of  tne  society.  No- 
thing, he  was  ready  to  allow,  could  be  so 
pernicious  to  societies  of  this  nature  as  to 
sanction  any  proceeding  of  a  gambling  or 
speculative  character.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  had  stated  his  object  in  op- 
posing the  proposed  alteration,  to  be  that 
of  putting  down  strike  associations;  and 
although  he  said  it  was  right  that  men 
should  combine  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
the  rate  of  wages,  yet  he  could  not  allow 
the  funds  of  these  societies  to  be  used  for 
such  purposes.  But  tlie  het  was,  that 
many  associations  of  the  character  for 
which  the  BiU  was  designed,  used  their 
funds  for  such  purposes  to  this  day.  A 
society  of  woolsorters  in  Bradford  in  York- 
shire did  so.  He  contended  that  this  BiU 
was  calculated  to  circumscribe,  in  a  very 
material  degree,  the  operation  rf  the  pre- 


sent law  with  regard  to  friendly  sodeties; 
at  all  events,  it  would  very  mnch  limit  the 
privileges  of  the  members  of  such  societies. 
With  regard  to  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice 
Wightman  on  the  point  aUuded  to,  he 
might  state  that  the  hon.  and  learned  So- 
licitor General  had  stated  that  that  deci- 
sion was  entirely  wrong,  and  that  the  deci- 
sion could  not  be  maintained  if  it  were  ap- 
pealed against.  The  opinion  of  the  Sou- 
citor  General  was,  that  friendly  societies, 
in  whose  rules  there  was  a  provision  for 
the  support  of  Members  out  on  strike,  had 
every  right  to  be  certified  and  enrolled,  be- 
cause, as  he  and  Sir  Charles  WethereU 
had  stated  in  their  written  opinion,  such  a 
purpose  was  perfectly  legal.  The  fact  of 
these  societies  having  applied  for  permis- 
sion to  be  enrolled,  showed  that  they  wished 
to  come  nnder  the  operation  of  the  law. 
He  felt  quite  confident  that  if  the  clause 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment was  adopted,  it  would  impose  very 
grievous  and  unnecessary  disadvantages  on 
many  a  deserving  member  of  the  commu- 
nity, as  well  as  his  family. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  said, 
that  there  were  two  questions  involved  in 
this  discussion  which  ought  to  be  kept  en- 
tirely distinct ;  the  first  question  was,  as  to 
whether  any  shares  or  interests  in  the 
funds  of  a  friendly  society  should  be  al- 
lowed to  be  transferred  or  not;  and  the  se- 
cond qneetion  was,  whether  any  such  share 
or  interest  should  be  transferable  by  any 
member  of  those  societies  or  his  family. 
In  the  belief  then,  that  the  law  still  re- 
mained, and  that  it  would  still  remMn  as  U 
was  eitpressed  in  this  clause,  it  was  de< 
sirable  to  retain  the  enactment,  which  was 
framed  expressly  with  the  view  of  prevent- 
ing speculation  among  those  elassea  of  so- 
ciety to  whom  it  was  most  mischievous. 
It  was  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  the  Le- 
gislature to  take  measures  for  saving  such 
an  evil  from  taking  place.  It  was  true 
that  if  they  bad  only  to  do  with  lawyers, 
the  greater  part  of  the  interests  of  friendly 
societies  would  be  well  taken  care  of  under 
tbe  provisions  of  the  present  law.  But  in 
reference  to  the  observation  of  his  hon. 
Friend  (^posite,  he  must  beg  to  observe, 
that  the  amount  of  tbe  property  of  any 
contributor  to  a  friendly  society's  frinda, 
could  no  more  be  disposed  of  than  could 
any  one  in  tho  receipt  of  an  income  legally 
seU  or  mortgage  his  next  qnarter's  salary. 
He  mmt  positively  asserted  that  the  trans- 
fer of  any  such  power  was  altogellier  ill^al; 
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nor  were  there  uiy  poireiis,  or  »ny  words 
vluoh  atoll  BOBtuned  the  opinion  that  HQcb 
contributioDB  had  beea  made,  or  could  be 
made,  transferable.  But,  in  order  to  save 
the  pnbtic  from  gnch  an  impresBion,  and  to 
giTo  a  sufficient  reason  for  actually  prerent- 
ing  the  transfer  of  eontributiouB  to  the  funds 
of  friendly  nocietieB,  tbie  clause  was  ex- 
pressly introdnced;  and  it  was  partly  to  re- 
more  the  improBsion  which  seemed  to  be  en- 
tertained by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  op- 
posite, that  he  (the  Solicitor  Cfeneral)  de- 
clared that  such  was  the  case;  and  he 
would  emphaticallj  state  that  the  interests 
of  a  oontnhutor  to  a  friendly  society  were 
not  transferable.  It  was  the  more  neces- 
sary that  this  should  be  known,  because  if 
they  allowed  one  transfer  to  be  made — if 
they  once  threw  around  a  transaction  of 
tliis  sort  anything  like  the  sanction  of  legal 
^proral — if  they  permitted  only  a  single 
«aae  to  occur,  there  would  be  no  limit  to 
the  practice  of  disposing  of  those  contribu- 
tions; and  the  wife  and  children  of  the 
contributor  migbt  in  the  time  of  sickness, 
or  suffering  frma  accident,  be  deprived  of 
tbat  relief  which  was  their  only  reliance. 
It  was  consequently  necessary  to  prevent 
the  transf^  of  those  contributions,  either 
by  selling,  mortgaging,  pledging,  or  other- 
wise rabmg  money  on  them  for  any  future 
period.  Though  the  sums  to  which  this 
clause  referred  might  seem  small  to  some 
persons,  yet  they  were  of  immense  im- 
portance to  the  parties  concerned;  and 
these  individuals  mi^t  in  a  moment  of 
thonghdessness,  or  actuated  by  the  infa- 
tuation of  gambling,  give  up  all  tiiat,  which 
a  month  a^nrards,  in  the  time  of  sick- 
ness, they  would  need  ;  and  thus  the  family 
of  a  man  who  reUed  upon  those  contiibu- 
tioDS  for  their  support,  would  be  deprived 
of  all  advantage  from  them.  If  the  House 
only  considered  die  subject,  they  would 
see,  that  of  all  the  community  it  was  the 
working  portion  of  the  people  which  was 
moBt  entitled  to  protection  from  the  Legis- 
lature. He  was  now  desirous  of  removing 
the  impressions  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  Duncombe)  respecting  the 
words  of  the  second  part  of  this  clause. 
Whether  the  words  could  bear  the  meaning 
or  not,  he  (the  Solicitor  General)  believed 
that  they  did ;  it  was  desirable  to  put  a 
stiU  more  stringent  restriction  upon  the 
selling  or  pledging  of  contributions  to 
friendly  societies.  Eut  mistakes  had  arisen 
in  the  minds  of  some  persons,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  remove.  The  words  had  been 
introduced  into  the  Bill  in  ooiuequenee  of 
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which  had  reached  the  well-informed  mind 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  that  be- 
cause shares  were  pledged,  sold,  and  trans- 
ferred, that  such  transactions  were  sanc- 
tioned by  law.  It  was  also  supposed  that 
if  any  person  who  hod  contributed  to  the 
funds  of  a  friendly  society  in  London  was 
desirous  of  removing  to  some  part  of  Scot- 
land or  Ireland,  that  on  doing  so  he  ceased 
icome  a  member,  and  that  he  would 
lose  his  title  to  his  portion  of  the  funds  in 
the  hands  of  the  society,  and  was,  conse- 
quently, deprived  of  all  right  to  his  former 
contributions.  This  was  a  great  mistake, 
for  it  was  a  misapprehension  to  suppose 
that  he  was  to  lose  all  bis  benefit.  Al- 
though deprived  of  the  right  to  sell  his 
contributions  or  to  pledge  them,  yet  he 
would  be  entitled  to  receive  back  the  whole 
worth  of  his  property  in  the  funds.  There 
was  no  desire  to  prevent  any  member  of 
these  societies  from  enjoying  those  advan- 
tages; but  the  object  of  the  Secretary  (d 
State  for  the  Home  Department  was  to 
binder  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  of 
any  society  towajds  the  support  of  indi- 
viduals who  had  entered  into  any  associ- 
ation or  combination  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  persons  who  were  conspiring  or 
combining  to  raise  wages,  or  had  ent^^ 
into  any  arrangement  to  strike  for  wages. 
The  object  of  the  Amendment,  as  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Hr.  Duncombe) 
was,  in  fact,  one  to  be  regulated  by  the 
rules  for  governing  the  society,  rather  than 
by  the  law  under  which  it  was  established; 
and  he  believed  it  was,  in  fact,  comprised 
in  the  rules  of  most  friendly  societies  now 
in  existence,  and  came  under  the  control 
of  Mr.  Tidd  Pratt,  who  was  the  proper 
officer  to  supervise  or  introduce  It.  An  hon. 
Member  had  stated,  that  the  law  relating 
to  friendly  societies  as  it  then  stood,  was 
very  uncertun  in  its  operation.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  state,  that  under  the 
words  in  the  existing  Act  of  Parliament, 
namely,  "  for  any  other  purpose  not  ille- 
gal, ' '  that  the  powers  of  the  Act  rai^t  not 
he  applied  to  purposes  otiier  than  those 
connected  with  friendly  societies  ;  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  hon.  Member  had  sug- 
gested. It  was  because  there  existed  so 
much  uncertunty  upon  the  present  laws 
relating  to  friendly  societies,  that  he  con- 
sidered some  alterations  were  essentially 
necessary. 

Clause  with  amendments  agreed  to. 

On  Clause  3  being  read, 

Mr.  duncombe  inquired  if  thcM  w. 


Firietidly  Soeietiet. 
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cieties  whose  rules  tad  been  certified  b^ 
the  revising  barrister  ahould  be  takea  to  be 
legal  societies  nnder  this  Bill.  He 
ceiTed  that  the  stricter  proTiuons  of  the 
Bill  were  rctroapcctive,  and  might  break 
up  some  of  those  societies  that  had  been 
Blreadj  certified. 

8m  JAMBS  GRAHAM  said,  that  all 
the  societies  wliich  had  been  established 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act  wonid  stand 
on  the  same  legal  footing  as  tbcj  would  do 
if  the  Act  had  not  passed  ;  but  in  case  of 
anj  doubt  being  entertained  by  any  of 
those  parties  in  consequence  of  the  legal 
foundation  on  which  they  stood,  the;  might 
under  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  clause  ap- 
ply to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Attorney 
General  for  a  new  constitution. 

Mk.  T.  DUNCOMBE  contended  that  to 


so  that  the   Bill  might    include    all  the 
friendly   societies  whose  rules    Mr.    Tidd 
Pratt  had  certified.     He  mored  to  ii 
the  word  "or." 

The    Committee    divided  —  Ayes 
Noes  93  :  Majority  86. 

LUt  of  the  Atbb. 
Crswfonl,  W.  S.  Strickland,  Sir  O. 

Exton,  B.  WilliaiDi.  W. 

O'CODDell,  D.  IILLIBl. 

O'Connell,  J.  Dancombe,  T. 

FoweU,  C.  Enns,  Sir  Ds  L 

Dia  of  (A«  Noes. 
Aituworth,  P.  DoTMiombe,  hoa.  0. 


Antroinu, 
Arbuthaott,  hon.  H. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Baillie,  Col. 
Baillie,  H.  J. 
Baiue,  W. 

Baring,  rt.  hoD.  F.  T. 
Bulng.  rt.  bou.  W.  B. 
Beckett,  W. 
Bennet,  P. 
Bentinck.  Lord  O. 
Bodkin,  W.  U. 
Borthwjok,  P. 
Bowles,  Adm. 
Bmnaton,  T.  W. 
BnNuller,  II. 
Buckloj,  E. 
BuUer.  Sir  J.  T. 
BnifeUd,  W. 
Osnlwell,  E. 
C«rew.  W.  U.  P. 
ChtcbeMer,  Lord  J.  L. 
Clerk,  rt.  hoD.  Sir  G. 
Coote,  Sir  C.  II. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F, 
Craig.  W.  G. 
DeniwD,  E.  B. 
Dougbu.  Sir  C.  E. 
Duckworth,  Sir  J.  T.  B. 
SuoMO,  G. 


E^hiujlone,  U. 
Eilcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Etrart,  W. 
Fineh,  G. 
Forbei,  W. 
Fuller.  A.  E. 
Gordon,  hon.  Capt. 
Graham,  rt.  bon.  Sir  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Gregory,  W.  U. 
Grinuditch,  T. 
Grogan,  E. 
Hainilton,  Lord  C. 
Bawes,  B. 
Unj,  Sir  A.  L. 
Bare*,  Sir  E. 
Uenbr,  J.  W. 
Hsrbert,  rt.  ban.  S. 
Hope,  Sir  J. 
Hope.  Q.  W. 
Jermjn.  Earl 
Jolliflb,  Sir  W.  G.  II. 
JoncB,  Capt. 
Kell7,  Sir  F. 
Kemble,  II. 
Lsngnon,  J.  B. 

Loekhart,  V. 
M'Neill,  D. 
U»)Mn>,VMt. 


Bbnnen,  Lord  J. 
Hanland,  H. 
Mejnell,  CapC. 
Milton,  ViKt. 


Mori 


0.0. 


Strutt,  E. 
Sutton,  boa.  H.  M. 
Theaiger,  Sir  F. 
Trelawnj.  J.  S. 
Trench,  Sir  F,  W. 
VjK,  B,  H.  R.  H. 
Waddin^ton,  H.  S. 
Walker,  R. 
WcUceler,  Lord  C. 
Wood,  Col. 
Wood.  Col.  T. 
WoTilej.  Lord 
Wortlcr.  >»n.  J.  S. 
Wrightton,  W.  B. 


O'Brien,  A.  S. 

Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 

Pakington.  J.  a. 

Fatten,  J.  W. 

Rawdan,  Col. 

Rolleston,  Col. 

Rntberfiird.  A. 

Sandenon.  R. 

Scrope,  G.  P. 

Sejmour.  Sir  B.  B. 

Sotheron,  T.  H.  S.  loong,^. 

Spooocr,  R.  Crippa,  T. 

Clause  to  sl«nd  part  of  the  Bill. 
Clauses  to  15  agreed  to. 
House  resumed. 
Committee  to  sit  again. 

COUNTY  ELECTIONS  BILL. 

Hr.  ELFHINSTONB  mored  the  Se- 
cond Reading  of  this  Bill. 

CoLOFKL  THOMAS  WOOD  had  not 
reiT  closely  examined  the  provisiona  of  the 
Bill ;  but  BO  far  as  he  understood  the  nature 
of  it,  he  was  disposed  to  oppose  it.  He 
thought  it  would  be  productive  of  rety 
serious  inconvenience  to  county  voters ; 
and  he  should  move  that  it  he  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months. 

Load  WORSLEY  read  the  following 
return  of  the  number  of  Totee  recorded  at 
county  elections  in  1841;  showing  that  ft 
large  proportion  of  the  registered  consti- 
tuencies recorded  their  votes  on  the  first 


Countiei. 

Totri 
Vote. 

Elnt 

Second 
Da,-. 
PoU. 

B    kinrha     hire 

8,579 

B.m 

MIS 

0,976 
19.782 
3,480 

ia.748 
«,8oa 

11.020 

7jse3 

7,436 
8.813 

6,938     1,641 
4J18       90» 

South  Northamptonihire 

433S       830 

North  Northumberbind. 

2.763 
B,377 
11,103 

tMO 
8,64« 
6,836 
6,061 
6,863 

718 
6»« 
8.840 

South  Dcrbrrfiire 

South  Leicealerthin  .... 

2,375 
627 

1,450 

He  thought  that  the  regulation  proposed 
by  the  present  Bill  would  be  a  most  whole- 
some one.  He  was  aware  of  some  initancea 
in  which  voters,  from  their  ignorance  of 
the  law,  thought  that  after  having  recorded 
their  rotes  on  the  first  day  of  an  election 
for  one  candidate,  they  were  entitled  tO 
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Tota  for  tlie  otber  candidate  im  the  next. 
He  usnred  tlie  Honse  he  was  aware  of 
itutaoeea  in  which  voters  expressed  &.^ 
diaappeintment  on  being  infonned,  when 
endeavouring  to  record  their  votes  for  the 
candidate  opposed  to  the  one  for  whom  thej 
had  voted  on  the  first  daj,  that  they  coald 
not  be  received  i^tun,  they  having  already 
voted.  He  thought  tiie  Bill  would  prevent 
«iiih  mistakeH,  and  he  should  most  de- 
cidedly support  it. 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  opposed  the  Bill, 
and  urged  upon  the  Government  and  the 
House  not  hghtly  to  interfere  with  the 
county  ctnstituenciea  pending  the  investi- 
gation  upon  die  subject  now  going  on  before 
s  Committee  of  that  House,  or  hastily  to 
judge  of  those  constituencies  by  the  [wat, 
as  a  criterion  for  die  future.  He  was  sin- 
oerely  anxious  to  see  the  constituencies  of 
the  country  fairiy  represented ;  but  if  this 
measure  were  agreed  to,  and  the  election 
for  a  county  to  take  place  in  one  day,  the 
Anti-Com-Law  League  might  Huwd  the 
booths  with  their  iriends,  and  so  interfere 
with  the  fiur  exercise  of  ^e  franchise  g  and 
if  the  polling  places  wwe  made  more  nu- 
nerous,  the  sheriffa'  expenses  and  the  ex- 
penses of  conveying  the  electors  would  be 
increased.  He  would  meet  the  argument 
that  the  greater  proportion  of  votes  was 
taken  on  As  first  oay,  by  referring  to  what 
had  taken  place  before  that  House  in  ' ' 
presmt  Session.  No  less  than  thirty- 
petitions  bad  been  presented,  in  the  case  of 
contested  elections  for  cities  and  boroughs; 
and  of  these  twenty-nine  had  been  decided 
by  Committees,  and  seven  had  been  with- 
drawn ;  while  only  three  had  been  presented 
la  the  case  of  county  elections,  of  which 
two  had  been  decided  by  Committees,  and 
one  wi^drawn.  Ho  thou^t  the  Bill  would 
have  a  mischievous  effect,  and  ho  should 
Bnpport  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said,  that  the  arguments 
urged  against  the  present  Bill  had  also 
been  advanced  when  the  existing  system 
was  proposed  as  aa  alteration  of  the  B«form 
Bill.  But  tlie  experimce  of  limitbg  elec- 
tions to  one  day  in  boroughs,  proved  how 
wfacrfly  untenable  those  arguments  were. 
His  experience  led  him  to  believe  that  the 
desire  to  place  county  elections  on  the  same 
footing  was  universsl.  He  believed  it  had 
been  admitted  even  by  the  hon.  Ucmber 
for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  that  the 
whole  of  that  county  might  be  polled  in 
one  day. 

Mb.  B.  DENISON  had  made  that  ad- 
mission; but  that  was  not  tb*  qoestitm. 


The  queation  waa,  whether  they  ought  to 
apply  the  same  rule  to  counties  as  to  bo- 
rou^ia.  If  they  did,  thoy  would  undoubt- 
edly deprive  a  number  of  out-voters  of  the 
opportunity  of  voting.  He,  for  instance, 
had  a  vote  in  Lincolnshire  and  in  Yorkshire, 
but  could  not  avail  himself  of  it,  if  the 
election  for  each  took  place  on  the  same 
day.  He  had  heard  no  complaint  whatever 
lirom  county  constituencies  on  the  score  of 
the  expense;  and  having  been  requested 
by  a  great  number  of  persons  to  i^posa 
ikis  B^,  he,  for  these  reasons,  bad  reaolvnl 
to  do  so. 

Sib  S.  graham  wished  to  state  shortly 
his  reason  for  opposing  the  BiU.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Memberfor  Hiddleeez 
(Colonel  Wood),  and  did  not  attach  much 
importance  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  because  practically  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  measure  would  bave  any 
material  effect  on  the  results  of  county 
elections,  He  was  about  to  state  the  prin- 
ciple which  ought  in  his  opinion  to  guide 
the  decision  of  the  House.  He  thought  it 
politic  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  contested 
elections  within  a  certain  limit ;  uid  that 
limit  was  the  consideration  doe  to  the  fiiU 
and  fn«  exercise  of  the  franchise.  The 
paramount  conuderation  was  not  whether 
the  expotses  of  candidates  could  be  re- 
duced, but  whether  such  reduction  was 
consistent  with  tiie  foil  and  free  exereiao 
of  the  franchise.  He  was  bound  to  say  he 
did  not  think  it  was,  trying  the  present 
measure  by  that  test  He  perfectly  agreed 
with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  tb« 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  (Mr.  B.  DenJson), 
that  the  analogy  between  counties  and  bo- 
rou|^  could  not  be  sustained.  No  BiU 
had  ever  met  with  greater  approbation  than 
that  for  abridging  the  timo  for  elections  in 
boroughs.  But  it  must  be  observed  that 
residence  within  seven  miles  was  an  indis- 
pensable condition  of  voting  in  boroughs. 
In  refer^ioe  to  counties,  there  was  no  such 
limitation;  and  in  some  counties  it  appeared 
that  BO  many  as  one-fourth  of  the  electora 
were  non-resident.  This  discussion  was 
in  some  respects  rather  a  game  at  cross- 
purposes  ;  the  facta  adduced  by  the  noole 
Lonl  (Lord  Worsley],  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  tiie  number  of  voters  on  th« 
second  day  at  various  contested  elections 
was  so  small  as  not  to  affect  tiie  result, 
might  bear  a  different  construction.  He 
had  no  idea  that  the  nomber  of  voters  wh« 
Tolcd  on  the  second  day  was  eo  great. 
He  knew  two  constitneiicies — the  one  the 
largest  ia  Eogland,  Hiddlcm;  and  the 
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other  the  smallest,  Rutlandshire — In  which 
the  decision  of  the  first  day  was  reversed 
by  that  of  the  second.  Speaking  generally, 
no  rapidity  of  commnDication  could  com- 
pensate for  the  difficulty  stated  by  the  hon. 
Heuibcr  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
(Mr.  B.  DcDisoD),  that  several  gentleman 
had  ft  right  to  vote  in  two,  three,  or  four 
counties;  and  that  they  might  be  precluded 
from  the  exercise  of  their  right  by  meana 
of  the  proposed  restriction.  ^Vheu  there 
was  a  rule  established  by  which  parties 
were  permitted  to  exercise  their  rights  in 
more  than  one  county,  he  did  not  see  why 
the  House  should  depart  from  that  principle. 
The  period  of  two  days  for  polling  was  in 
favour  of  the  franchise.  Ue  saw  no  advan- 
tage to  be  gained  from  the  adoption  of  the 
present  measure,  except  in  reducing  the 
expense  of  contested  elections ;  but  he  did 
not  think  that  advantage  would  be  wisely 
purchased  in  the  present  instance.  On 
the  whole  he  was  for  adhering  to  the  pre- 
sent practice.  He  was  surprised  that 
those  who  were  seeking  to  enlai^  the 
county  constituencies,  which  could  only  be 
done  by  multiplying  the  number  of  ont- 
Totcra — to  which  he  bad  no  objection,  pro- 
vided they  were  bond  fiie  votes — should 
wish  to  abridge  the  time  of  polling.  Ue 
wished  to  maintain  the  practice  most  con- 
ducive to  a  full  and  free  exercise  of  the 
franchise.  On  these  grounds  he  shonld 
vote  against  the  second  reading. 

SiK  R.  H.  INQLIS  would  venture  to 
say,  that  in  any  of  the  cities  or  boroughs 
there  was  not  a  circle  to  be  found,  of  a 
mile  in  diameter,  which  would  not  contain 
at  least  two  polling  booths ;  but  in 
counties  the  diameter  of  a  circle  including 
two  such  booths,  would  not  be  less  than 
six  or  seven  miles.  There  was,  therefore, 
little  or  no  analogy  between  counties  or 
boroughs  in  this  respect  to  the  facility  of 
voUng  and  the  communication.  In  most 
instances  twelve  per  cent  of  the  electors 
lived  out  of  the  counties ;  in  some  instances 
twenty-five  per  cent ;  the  preamble  of  the 
Bill  should,  therefore,  set  forth  that  it  was 
not  desirable  such  out-dwellers  should  have 
the  privilege  of  exercising  the  franchise  at 
all.  That  would  be  the  most  honest  mo-' 
of  declaring  the  intentions  of  its  promotei 
He  would  support  the  Amendment  of  bis 
hon.  Friend. 

Hr.  ESCOTT  said,  he  did  not  think 
the  Legislature  ought  to  be  called  upon 
alter  the  present  law  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  diminishing  the  expenses  of  contested 
elections;  but  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 


and  increasing  purity  of  electiona,  which 
he  thought  the  present  Bill  would,  to  some 
extent,  achieve.  It  was  because  he  tbonj^t 
it  would  have  this  salutary  e^ect,  that  he 
would  support  the  second  reading.  It  was 
a  step  in  the  right  direction.  He  thought 
that  it  was  genemlly  upon  the  second  day 
of  polling  at  county  elections  that  nnfair 
practices  were  resorted  to — that  bribcij 
and  treating  generally  took  place.  His 
gallant  Friend  (Colonel  Wood)  might  say 
"no;"  but  he  would  8ay"yes.  '  He 
dared  to  say  that  the  electors  in  Uiddlesei 
were  very  pure ;  but  still  he  must  observe, 
that  it  was  generally  upon  the  morning  of 
the  second  day's  polling  that  certain  doubt- 
ful voters  were  secured.  Upon  that  day, 
at  contested  elections,  there  was  generally 
a  number  of  these  voters  hovering  about 
the  booths,  presenting  a  great  temptation 
to  the  candidate  who  was  anxioua  to  se- 
cure the  first  place  in  the  uncertain  con- 
flict. In  some  cases,  not  merely  the  wa- 
verers  were  secnred  by  such  temptations, 
but  even  those  who  had  promised  one  can- 
didate, were  induced  to  vote  for  another. 
He  hod  no  doubt  but  the  present  Bill 
would,  by  shortening  the  dnration  (rf 
county  elections,  increase  their  parity. 
Those  who  used  corrupt  practices  to  se- 
cure their  return,  were  not  likely  to  make 
usefiil  representatives,  or  trustworthy  pub- 
lic men. 

CoLOKEL  SIBTHORP  had  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  speeches  on  both 
Ndes,  but  had  not  heard  it  satisfactorily 
expluQod  how  the  present  Bill  was  at  w 
consistent  with  the  full  and  fair  exercise 
of  the  franchise.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  cautiously  avoided 
that  point.  He  had  votes  in  five  different 
counties,  which  were  widely  separated  from 
each  other.  He  was  anxious,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs,  to  record  every  one  «f 
these  votes ;  but,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  he  should  find  it  impos- 
sible. The  noble  Lord  compluned  of  the 
expense  attending  electioneering  conteala, 
and  stated  that  he  had  stood  three  of  them. 
He  hod  stood  six  of  them  ;  bnt  ha  would 
not  be  in  the  least  deterred  from  standing 
six  mora  such  contests.  Hon.  Uemben 
talked  censoriously  of  days  gone  by,  when 
contested  elections  were  very  different  mat- 
ters &om  what  they  at  present  were  ;  but 
he  regretted  the  day  when  a  check  bad 
been  put  upon  the  free  circulation  of  the 
wealth  of  those  who  could  afford  to  lose  it, 
and  thought  the  beggoriy  parvimony  of  the 
present  time  ten  times  more  shabby  and 
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ftD  antecedent  period. 

Lord  G.  BENTINCK  said:  The  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wincheater  has  dilated  at  BOme  leni 
on  the  conduct  of  those  voters  irho  sa,; 
one  thing  and  do  another.  He  talks  about 
those  electors  who  are  to  be  found  hovering 
about  the  booths  on  the  morning  of  the  se- 
cond day's  polling,  and  who,  he  Bays,  are 
induced  to  vote  contrary  to  their  promiseB. 
I  hope  that  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
will  apply  the  principleB  he  has  laid  down 
reapecting  the  poor  man  to  his  own  con- 
duct, and  bear  in  mind  that  when  the 
Com  Laws  are  next  brought  under  discus- 
sion in  this  House,  he  wul  vote  as  he  pro- 
mised his  constituents  he  would  vote.  I 
hope.  Sir,  he  will  not  forget  how  very  repre- 
hensible— how  disgraccm  it  is  to  promise 
one  way,  and  to  vote  another.  For  my 
own  part.  Sir,  I  am  not  anxious  for  change 
where  I  think  change  may  not  Improve.  1 
do  not  think  it  has  been  at  all  shown  that 
the  present  law  works  badly,  and  will, 
therefore,  support  the  Amendment  of  my 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  Middlesex. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Durham  argued 
agunst  the  present  measure  that  before 
the  Reform  BiU  fifteen  days  were  spent  in 
an  electioneering  contest.  I  cannot  per- 
ceive how  that  argument  bears  upon  tiie 
present  law,  which  limits  the  days  for  poll- 
ing to  two.  There  ma;  be  an  extreme 
upon  one  side  as  well  as  upon  the  other. 
I  nappen  to  enjoy  a  vote  in  three  counties, 
situate  in  EngWd  and  Scotland ;  but,  if 
the  present  Bill  were  to  become  law,  I 
could  not  exercise  the  privilege  which 
the  Constitution  confers  upon  me.  I  will 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the 
BUI. 


I  npoi 

two  other  occasions,  spoken  of  me  in  a 
manner  that  1  am  not  disposed  to  endure. 
All  I  can  gay,  in  reference  to  the  noble 
Lord's  conduct,  is,  that  ignorance  is  com- 
monly attended  with  presumption.  I  will 
not  now  enter  into  the  topic  to  which  the 
noble  Lord  alluded ;  but,  if  he  had  been 
with  me  last  week,  the  electors  of  Win- 
chester could  have  set  him  right  upon  a 
matter  in  which  he  seems  to  bo  altogether 
miunfonned. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Question 
that  the  word  "  now"  stand  part  of  the 
Question  ; — Ayes  32 ;  Noes  55  :  Majority 
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BiD  put  off  six  months. 

House  adjourned  at  Six  o'clock. 
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i  proceeding  nith  aa  much 


RAILWAY  LEGISLATION, 
Tho  Eaul  of  DALIIOUSIE  said,  in 
riBiDg  to  moTe  for  leave  to  introduce  the 
Bill  of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  the 
last  evening  of  their  Lordshipa'  sitting,  and 
also  tho  Sessional  Order  whicb  he  had  an- 
nounced it  to  bo  his  intention  of  Bubmitting 
to  their  Lordships'  consideration  on  t 
Bame  occasion,  he  would  endeavour  to  < 
tain  their  Lordships  for  as  short  a  time 
posaiblo.  Ho  would  merely  open  briefly 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  the  grounds 
on  which  he  thought  such  an  enactment 
necessary.  Before  the  House  adjourned 
for  tho  recess,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of 
Bteting  to  th^  Lordships  what 
circumstances  which  had  induced  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GovcmmeDt  to  produce  the  Bill  fof 
the  consideration  of  the  House, 
directed  their  Lordships'  attention  to  the 
compliunts  that  had  been  made,  and  had 
endeavoured  to  set  forth  the  evils  that 
were  complained  of,  and  the  mode  in  which 
it  was  proposed  to  remedy  them.  It  was 
not  necessary  that  he  should  now  travel 
again  over  the  same  ground  that  he  had 
traversed  on  that  occasion;  and  their  Lord' 
ships  would,  therefore,  he  trusted,  penult 
him  to  advert  very  lightly  to  the  late  pro- 
gress of  railway  speuulation,  up  to  the 
point  at  which  it  now  stood.  Without 
taking  their  Lordships  farther  hack  than 
the  close  of  last  year,  he  might  remind 
them  that  he  had  then  stated  there  were 
provisionally  registered  at  the  office  for  the 
Registration  of  Joint  Stock  Companies, 
Bomcwhere  between  1,200  and  1,400  rail- 
way schemes.  Of  these  there  were  lodged 
at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Trade  800 
plans,  and  on  tho  last  stage  in  these 
proceedings,  on  the  last  day  when  the 
plans  could  bo  received — namely,  the  Slst 
of  December,  tbat  number  haa  been  re- 
duced to  somewhere  about  700  projects. 
At  the  commencement  of  tho  Session  in 
the  month  of  January,  it  became  bis  duty 
to  direct  their  Lordships'  attention  to  this 
vnbject.     At  that  time  the  proBecntion  of 
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earnestness  and  with  as  little  appearance 
of  flagging  OS  at  any  tirao  in  the  preceding 
season  of  speculation;  hut  since  then  the 
ipect  of  affairs  with  regard  to  railways  had 
itirely  changed,  and  the  views  of  those  who 
ere  themselves  interested  in  Railway  Bills 
bad  also  in  llko  manner  been  entirely  al- 
tered.    At  the  time  to  which  he  before  al- 
luded, it  was  expected  that,  in  the  first 
place,  the  test  of  making  the  deposits  re- 

Suired  to  be  lodged  under  the  Standing 
irders  would  very  greatly  reduce  tho 
number  of  Bills  which  stood  fur  the  codm- 
deration  of  Parhameut — that  the  deposits 
to  be  made  would,  as  a  teat  of  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  companies  coming  before 
Parliament,  be  found  very  efficient  in  limit- 
ing the  extraordinary  number  of  Bills 
pending;  but  it  had  done  no  such  thing; 
within  a  fraction  of  15,000,000i.  of  deposits 
were  lodged,  and  yet  no  check  was  found. 
It  was  further  supposed  that  in  conse- 
quoncc  of  the  extraordinary  haste  in  which 
all  these  schemes  had  been  got  up,  the  ap- 
parent impossibility  of  complying  with  the 
exact  correctness  required  t>y  the  Standing 
Orders  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  would 
have  tho  effect  of  reducing  the  number  of 
Bills  to  come  before  Parliament  consider- 
ably; but  so  far  from  the  Standing  Orders' 
Committees  having  greatly  reduced  the 
number  of  Bills,  they  had  breathed  upon 
them  as  gently  as  a  zephyr,  and  only  re- 
duced tho  entire  number  of  schemes  by 
about  twenty-eight.  But,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  effect  of  the  simultaneous  application 
of  this  enormous  amount  of  capital  to  one 
branch  of  commercial  entcrprize  began  to 
be  felt,  and  was  found  of  itself  to  bo  suffi- 
cient to  render  it  impossible  that  all  these 
schemes  could  be  at  once  carried  into 
effect.  From  every  side  the  loudest  and 
the  most  universal  complaints  were  ad- 
dressed equally  to  Parliament  and  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  to  the  effect  that 
the  application  of  so  much  capital  to 
that  description  of  enterprise  would  have 
the  effect  of  crampiug,  confining,  and 
hampering  every  other  b ranch  of  in- 
dustry. The  complaints  were  at  length 
no  longer  confined  to  those  engaged  in  other 
branches  of  commercial  entcrpnsc,  but  ex- 
tended to  those  who  had  themselves  engaged 
in  railway  speculation,  and  who  were  im- 
mediately interested  in  the  sueecas  of  the 
Rmlway  Bills  before  Parliament.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  enter  into  any 
details  on  this  part  of  the  subject.  It  must 
be  Bofficiently  known  to  their  Lordshipft 
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already,  and  in  fact  a  mere  glance  at  tlie 
fallen  state  of  the  Btock  of  the  vaHoua 
companies,  was  in  itself  conclusive  proof  of 
the  truth  of  what  he  aaid.  Indeed,  as  he 
had  taketi  the  liberty  to  etate  the  other 
evening,  so  sensibly  did  this  feeling  operate, 
that  the  usual  order  of  things  nad  been 
entirely  reversed  in  respect  to  these  com- 
panies ;  BO  that  whereas,  on  ordinary  occa- 
sions, every  appeat-ance  of  bucccbb  in  the 
progress  of  Bills  in  Parliament  had  the 
effect  out  of  doore  of  creating  a  desire  to 
become  possessed  of  stock  in  the  success- 
ful project,  the  reverse  was  the  case  in 
regard  to  the  Bills  now  in  progress ;  and 
just  in  proportion  as  a  Bill  advanced 
through  Parliament,  the  value  of  the  sharea 
sunk,  until  a  certainty  of  its  passing  into 
a  law  scat  the  stock  down  to  zero.  These 
effects  were  felt  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom alike.  On  a  former  evening  he  had 
Btat«d  that  the  manifest  duty  of  those 
wtio  made  these  complaints  was,  that  they 
should,  under  these  cire  am  stances,  refrain 
from  prosecuting  the  undertaking  farther, 
and  wind  up  their  affairs.  It  nad  been 
found,  however,  that  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  do  so.  Although  the  law  provides 
means  for  winding  up  the  affairs  of  joint- 
stock  companies  that  have  received  the 
sanction  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  there 
was  no  existing  provision  to  enable  inchoate 
joint-stock  companies  to  wind  up  their 
affairs  and  dissolve  themselves.  They 
were  in  the  position  of  persons  engaged  in 
a  private  partnership,"  and  eould  not  dis- 
solve tbcir  connexions  without  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  all  parties  engaged  in  the 
undertaking.  There  could  therefore,  prac- 
tically, be  no  final  settlement  made  in  the 
affairs  of  these  companies,  because,  as  their 
Lordships  were  aware,  the  number  of  per- 
sons concerned  was  very  great ;  too  great 
to  admit  of  obtaining  an  unanimous  consent. 
There  were  instances  of  the  attempt  having 
been  made  and  having  failed.  The  parties, 
therefore,  now  came  before  Parliament, 
praying  that  a  remedy  might  be  provided 
for  their  relief  The  Bill  which  he  held 
in  his  hood,  and  which  he  would  have  the 
honour  to  submit  to  their  Lordships' 
sideratiou,  had  for  its  object  the  application 
of  this  principle,  by  enabling  companies 
that  baa  not  as  yet  obtained  the  sanction 
of  Parliament  to  wind  up  their  affairs.  He 
would,  with  their  Lordships'  permission, 
state  shortly  the  main  provisions  of  thii 
Bill.  It  was  intended  to  enact  that  power 
should  be  given  to  the  provisional  directors, 
or  govenuDg  body  of  any  of  these  com' 


panics,  ivhicli  fihotild  enable  them,  if  they 
thought  proper,  to  convene  a  meeting  of 
the  Bcripholders  foi:  the  purpose  of  consi- 
dering whether  they  ought  to  dissolve  the 
company  or  not.  It  was  also  intended 
to  provide  that  in  ease  tbe  provisional 
directors  did  not  think  pixiper  to  con- 
vene such  meeting,  that  then,  on  the 
requisition  of  a  small  number  of  share- 
holders, say  five,  the  governing  body  should 
■equirod  to  call  such  meeting  of  the  coin- 
pany,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  question  of  winding  up  their  af- 
fairs; and  that  such  meeting  should  have 
iwer  of  deciding  on  the  matter,  provided 
le  notice  should  be  given  in  the  Gazette 
id  in  the  newspapers,  and  that  a  sufficient 
time  should  elapse  before  the  meeting  waa 
held,  BO  that,  as  far  as  possible,  all  partiei 
interested  in  the  matter  should  be  aware 
of  the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  boii^  present 
at  the  meeting.  It  was  intended  that  at 
that  meeting  no  other  question  save  that  of 
the  dissolution  of  the  company  should  b4 
to  consideration.  There  were  pn>- 
ji  the  Bill  as  to  the  election  of 
chairman,  and  other  matters  of  detail,  with 
which  it  was  not  necessary  he  should 
trouble  their  Lordships.  It  might,  how- 
ever, be  right  that  he  should  state  that 
provision  was  made  for  the  selection  of 
scrutineers  to  examine  the  votes  ^iven  at 
the  meeting.  The  power  of  voting  wa« 
intended  to  be  ^ven  to  all  who  were  actual 
holders  of  the  stock  of  the  company,  whe- 
ther tbey  were  original  allottees  who 
had  not  parted  with  their  first  allotmenta, 
or  whether  they  were  persons  who  hod  pur- 
chased the  scrip  of  others.  He  might 
state  also,  that  the  votes  eou)d  be  given  by 
the  holders  in  person,  or,  following  the 
analogy  of  existing  companies,  they  could 
be  given  bv  proxy;  that  the  production  of 
scrip  should  entitle  the  holder  to  vote  in 
person  ot  by  proxy.  It  was  also  intended 
that  there  should  be  a  further  provision 
to  enable  parties  holding  scrip,  and  re- 
siding at  a  distance,  to  go  before  a  Mas- 
ter Extraordinary  in  Chancery,  or  bo- 
fore  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  on  produc- 
tion of  the  scrip,  and  on  the  nmnbers  being 
verified  by  the  Master  or  by  the  justice,  a 
certificate  to  that  effect  could  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  meeting,  and  allowed  in  the 
Totea  by  proiy.  If  it  appeared  at  tha 
meeting  that  on  the  votes  being  taken 
there  was  a  clear  majority  of  the  sharea 
of  the  company,  either  present  in  per' 
Bon  or  by  tneir  ^romb,  \».  Wwul  w.  * 
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diasolntjon  of  the  compuiy,  then  snch  die- 
solution  Bhould  take  pUce.  As  the  Bill 
Btood,  the  TotcB  would  be  regulated 
scale  provided  in  llie  case  of  joint-stocli 
companies;  that  is,  a  vote  for  every  share 
up  to  ten,  and  then  an  additional  vote  for 
every  five  shares  up  to  fifty,  and  one  vote 
for  every  ten  shares  up  to  one  hundred. 
They  had  taken  this  scale  in  preparing  the 
Bill.  But  then,  as  it  was  evident  that  if  a 
clear  majority  of  the  whole  number  ol 
Stockholders  in  tbe  company  were  required, 
in  order  to  empower  tke  meeting  to  dis- 
solve  the  company,  a  dissolution  would 
be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  effect;  it  was 
fiuther  provided,  that  if  three-fifths  of 
the  whole  stock  represented  at  the  meet- 
ing, either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  were 
in  favour  of  a  dissolution,  power  should 
he,  in  such  case,  given  to  dissolve  the 
company,  provided  that  the  stock  repre- 
sented at  the  meeting  shaU  not  bo  less 
than  one-third  of  the  entire  stock  of  the 
company.  This,  it  was  thought,  would 
present  a  fair  indication  of  tbo  general 
sense  of  the  company.  This  condition 
was  necessary  on  this  account.  Of  course, 
if  a  majority  of  the  whole  company  should 
be  in  favour  of  a  dissolution,  there  would 
he  no  difficulty ;  but  inasmuch  as  it 
possible  that  sntall  meetings  might  he 
packed  to  attain  their  own  purpo( 
was  required  that  at  least  one-third  of 
the  whole  stock  of  the  company  should 
be  represented  at  the  meeting.  If  at 
such  meeting  it  were  decided  that  a  dis- 
solution should  take  place,  it  was  then  pro- 
posed that  the  meeting  should  next  deter- 
mine the  mode  in  which  the  affairs  of  the 
company  were  to  be  wound  up.  It  was 
the  object  of  the  Government  in  preparing 
this  Bill  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  any 
alteration  of  the  existing  liabilities,  or  of 
the  remedies  of  creditors  against  the  per- 
sons interested  in  these  companies  under 
the  law  as  it  stood.  It  was  proposed, 
therefore,  that  it  should  be  left  to  the 
meeting  themselves  to  decide  whether  they 
would  leave  tbe  affairs  of  their  partnership 
to  be  wound  up  according  to  tbe  law  wbicti 
regulated  ordinary  partnerships ;  but  if  that 
course  were  objected  to,  then  the  company 
were  to  have  power  to  elect  for  themselves 
an  official  trustee,  who  should  be  empower- 
ed to  act  with  an  official  trustee  appointed 
as  under  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy.  These 
two  trustees  were  to  take  upon  them- 
selves the  satisfying  of  all  claims  against 
the  company,  and  of  then  dividing  the 
remainder  of  the  funds,  if  any,  tmoog^t 
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the  shareholders,  It  was  not  intended 
that  tbe  liabilities  of  those  who  were  now 
liable  by  law  should  be  in  any  degree  af- 
fected by  this  Bill.  It  was  provided  that 
those  who  should  ho  clumants  upon  the 
company  should  be  first  satisfied  out  of  the 
funds,  and  that,  if  there  were  a  residue 
after  all  claims  were  paid,  it  should  be  di- 
vided among  the  shareholders  ;  but  if  the 
amount  were  not  sufficient  to  meet  these 
claims,  then  that  the  defficiency  should  be 
made  good  by  those  who  were  now  by  law 
liable.  These,  he  thought,  were  the  main 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  which  it  would  be 
obvious  to  their  Lordships  Would  meet  tbo 
circumstances  of  those  inchoate  companies 
that  were  either  unanimous  or  very  gene- 
rally desirous  of  winding  up  their  a&irs. 
But,  if  Parliament  went  no  further,  it  was 
clear  they  would  leave  a  great  portion  of 
the  evil  still  untouched.  He,  therefore, 
proposed  that  a  Sessional  Order  should  be 
agreed  to  for  meeting  this  difficulty.  Tbeir 
Lordships  would  perceive  that,  even  sup- 
posing this  Bill  should  be  found  acceptable 
to  their  Lordships  and  to  tbe  other  House 
of  Parliament,  still  that  a  considerable 
time  must  elapse  before  it  became  law  ; 
and,  in  tbe  mean  time,  the  Bills  now  before 
Parliament  would  be  making  tlieir  way  on- 
wards, and  the  probability  was,  that  many 
of  them  would  thus  escape  the  test  to 
which  it  was  proposed  to  subject  them  by 
this  Bill.  It  was  pefectly  well  known  that 
many  of  these  Railway  Bills  were  at  this 
moment  forced  onwards,  contrary  to  the 
sense  and  to  the  wishes  of  tbe  great  majo- 
rity of  the  scripbolders  interested  in  them. 
It  might  appear,  at  first  sight,  that  there 
was  hardly  any  inducement  to  parties  to 
adopt  this  course;  that  if  the  schemes  were 
bad,  the  sooner  they  were  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion the  better.  Such,  however,  was  not 
the  case.  There  wero  always  numerous  par- 
ties interested  in  the  Bills,  who  were  anx- 
ious to  get  them  through  Parliament.  He 
did  not  mean  that  the  respectable  Qentle- 
who  were  intrusted  with  the  conduct 
of  these  Bills  in  chief  would  force  them 
forward  ;  but  there  were  besides  them  nu- 
merous local  parties  who  were  interested 
in  getting  them  through  Parliament,  or 
who  would  be  benefited  by  them  after  tbey 
had  passed ;  thcro  were  also  a  thousand 
other  motives  by  which  the  provisional  di- 
rectors and  governing  bodies  were  infln- 
forcing  on  their  Bills.  In  the 
first  place,  the  promoters  thought  it  was  a 
point  of  honour  with  them  to  go  on :  they 
rould  not  ^re  way  to  their  mals,  bat  pre- 
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ferred  to  get  their  Bills  and  to  take  their 
chance  of  what  might  follow  ;  they  saw  all 
the  difficulty,  hut  determined  to  face  it. 
They  had  also  a  Beosible  benefit  in  obtain- 
ing the  sanction  of  Parliament,  for  they 
would  thereby  be  enabled  to  obtain  the  de- 
posits, which  until  the  Bill  obtained  the 
canction  of  Parliament  they  could  not 
touch,  and  to  relieve  themselres  in  a  con- 
dcrable  degree  from  the  personal  respon- 
sibility which  they  otherwise  sustained. 
There  was,  therefore,  a  direct  interest  on 
■the  part  of  those  entrusted  with  the  direc- 
tion of  those  Billa  in  forcing  them  forward; 
and  the  consequence  was  that  there  were 
instances,  day  by  day,  of  Bills  advanced  in 
their  progress  contrary  to  the  feelings  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  scripholders  interest- 
ed in  them.  He  had  on  a  former  occasion 
suggested  that,  on  the  presentation  of  a 
petition  signed  by  a  largo  proportion  of 
those  interested  in  the  company,  the  pro- 
gress of  a  Railway  Bill  should  be  stayed  ; 
but  in  consequence  of  numerous  represen- 
tations which  had  been  since  made  to  Go* 
Temment  from  various  quarters,  it  became 
obTioua  that  such  a  resolution  would  he 
totally  inoperatiTe.  The  holders  of  tbo 
scrip  of  those  companies  were,  in  the  first 
place,  scattered  all  over  the  country.  It 
was  not  like  the  case  of  shareholders,  who 
were  known  and  could  bo  found  out  ;  tut 
with  regard  to  the  acripholders  of  these 
companies,  nobody  knew  where  they  re- 
sided, or  who  they  were.  There  was  no 
organization  among  them  ;  it  was  impos- 
sible they  could  hold  any  communication 
with  caeh  other.  Many  of  them  hod  so 
small  an  interest  in  the  undertaking  that  it 
was  not  worth  their  while  to  take  any  step; 
many  others  did  not  wish  to  come  forward; 
and,  let  I'i"'  add,  there  was  a  vast  number 
of  the  most  substantial  stockholders  who 
would  he  the  very  last  to  come  forward,  to 
take  any  step  in  winding  up  the  affairs  of 
the  company,  inasmuch  as  the  revelation, 
on  their  part,  of  their  being  engaged  in 
worthless  schemes,  and  to  a  large  extent, 
would  injure  their  credit  in  other  under- 
takings. There  would,  therefore,  not  pnly 
be  no  hold  upon  the  small  scripholders  who 
were  scattered  over  the  country,  hut  there 
would  be  a  strong  inducement  te  the  sub- 
stantial holders  to  abstain  from  taking 
any  step  even  for  the  purpose  of  winding 
up  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and  relieving 
themselves  of  liability  ;  they  would  much 
rather  throw  their  scrip  certificates  iu  the 
fire,  and  thus  abandon  all  their  interest. 
The  Government  proposed,  therefore,  not 
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to  adopt  the  recommendation  made  to 
them  by  persons  of  the  highest  autho- 
rity m  the  mercantile  and  commcreial 
world — namely,  to  put  a  stop  to  all  Rail- 
way Bills,  and  to  allow  none  to  be  read 
a  third  time,  unless  there  were  a  petition 
from  a  majority  of  those  interested,  pray- 
ing  that  it  should  pass  :  they  felt  that  that 
would  be  little  better  than  a  circuitous  woT 
of  saying  that  no  Bills  should  pass  at  all. 
But  if  anything  to  that  effect  were  to  take 
place,  it  was  thought  that  it  ought  to  ho 
done  manfully  and  openly  by  a  resolution, 
not  laying  down  a  particular  course  contin- 
gent upon  a  condition  which  was  impossible 
to  be  fulfilled.  They  proposed  that  no  Rail- 
way Bill  shonid  be  read  a  third  time  unless 
evidence  was  furnished  to  the  Bouse  that  a  ' 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  had  been  held 
consisting  of  the  representatives  of  one- 
third  of  the  stock  of  the  company,  and  that 
three-fifths  of  that  meeting  9i;niified  a  de- 
sire that  the  Bill  should  proceed. 

Lord  BROUQHAU  :  You  do  not  admit 
proxies,  then  ? 

Lord  DALHOUSIE:  His  noble  and 
learned  Friend  would  see  that  proxies 
clearly  must  be  admitted,  as  the  Eosolu- 
tion  would  otherwise  be  nugatory  ;  the 
provisional  directors  would  have  a  large 
number  of  the  shares  in  their  own  hands, 
and  would  have  the  power  of  commanding 
the  meeting,  unless  the  votes  of  others 
than  those  present  should  be  received ;  and 
therefore  a  quorum  was  proposed,  amount- 
ing to  one-third  of  the  stock  of  the  com- 
pany. Without  that  precaution,  the  pro- 
visional committee  might  he  sure  of  pass- 
ing whatever  resolutions  they  pleased,  as 
the  meeting  would  be  determined  by  them. 
He  admitted,  without  waiting  for  the  ob- 
jection, that  the  course  which  he  proposed 
was  a  somewhat  unusual  one.  It  was 
not,  however,  altogether  without  precedent. 
He  admitted  the  principle  that  where  par- 
ties had  complied  with  all  the  conditions 
'  prescribed — had  completed  their  subscrip- 
tion contracts,  and  paid  their  deposits — 
double  what  they  had  been  in  former  yeara, 
in  compliance  with  an  Order  of  their  Lord- 
ships— the  presumption  was,  that  having 
complied  with  all  these  requisitions,  and 
desiring  to  go  on,  they  ought  not  to  be 
prohibited.  But  their  Lordships  bad  si' 
ready  required  further  securities,  in  parti- 
cular cases,  by  the  Order  e^led  Lord 
Whamchffe's  Order,  which  required  in  the 
easeof  established  companies,  if  they  sought 
to  conatruet  branch  lines,  or  demanded  pow- 
ers beyond  their  original  powers — tlwl  ia. 


87S 


Railway 


{LORDS} 


Legitlatkm, 


876 


addition  to  the  t«st  of  the  snbscnptiou 
contract  ond  the  deposit,  a.  meeting  con- 
Bisting  of  three-fifths  of  the  company  should 
have  euDctioncd  the  proposed  aiteratioDS. 
He  stated  this  merely  as  a  precedent 
in  BOme  degree  applying  to  tbo  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House.  But  he  con- 
tended that  the  ciruiustonccB  of  the  pre- 
■eot  time  were  altogether  peculiar.  He 
would  remind  the  Uouso  of  the  obliga- 
tions under  which  the  country  now  waa 
with  respect  to  railways.  In  1844,  Rail- 
way Bills  were  sanctioucd  hy  Parliament 
to  the  amount  of  H.OOO.OOOi.  In  1845, 
Bulway  Bills  were  sanctioned  by  Parlia- 
ment involving  an  cipenditurc  of  capital  of 
upwards  of  60,000,0&0i.  Thus,  iu  these 
two  years  there  were  imposed  on  the  com- 
munity liabUitiea  to  between  70.000,000(. 
uid  80,000,000/.  for  railways  alone.  He 
would  state  to  their  Lordships  the  amount 
of  capital  proposed  to  be  involved  iu  the 
519  railway  projects  before  Parliament. 
He  would  not  trouble  the  House  with  going 
into  details  on  the  subject,  hut  he  would  state 
that  in  round  numbers  the  amount  involved 
would  appear  to  be  300.000,000i.  It 
obvious  that  nothing  near  this  amoui 
capital  would  be  actually  required  ;  b 
they  were  under  liabilities  to  the  amount 
of  upwards  of  70,000,000  now,  and  if 
even  one-fifth  onlj  of  tho  Bills  now 
fore  the  House  passed,  it  could  not  bo 
done  without  incurring  the  greatest  risk 
Ho  would  not  ask  the  House  to  go  inti 
any  speculative  conjectures  as  to  thi 
amount  of  the  available  capital  of  the 
country  which  could  be  taken  from  other 
branches  of  industry  ;  but  he  hoped  that 
tiiey  would  look  at  the  circumstances  as 
titer  stood  at  present.  He  had  said  that 
between  70,000,000^.  and  80.000,0001. 
WM  required  for  the  completion  of  tho 
railways  to  bo  made  by  the  Bills  of  the  last 
two  years ;  and  it  was  notorious  that  tbore 
had  been  experienced  tbo  greatest  difficulty 
in  raising  the  funds  for  carrying  them  on. 
The  price,  also,  of  all  materials  used  in  tho 
construction  of  railways  had  risen  in  an 
exorbitant  degree,  and  tho  price  of  labour 
employed  in  railways  had  jJso  risen  greatly. 
It  had  been  stated  a  few  days  ago,  by  one 
of  tho  moat  eminent  practical  men  cn- 
saged  in  the  construction  of  railways,  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  the  other  House,  that 
the  charges  on  all  articles  necessary  for  the 
formation  of  railways  were  now  fifty  per  cent 
more  than  they  were  last  year.  It  might  bo 
said,  if  tiie  companies  chose  to  force  their 
Bills,  why  not  let  them  sufTcr  the  conse- 


qnences  ?  He  was  endeavouring  to  show  that 
theso  consequences  would  not  fall  on  them 

alone,  hut  on  every  other  class  of  the  com- 
lity.  The  best  railway  companies  now 
felt  the  greatest  difficulties  in  raising  the  in- 
stalments of  money  to  construct  some  of  the 
loflastyoar.  It  was  found,  also,  that  tho 
effect  of  this  pressure  on  the  money  market 
had  been  such  that  accommodation  for  the 
customary  commerce  of  the  country  could 
hardly  he  obtained,  and  over  the  whole 
country  traces  of  the  effects  of  raising  such 
largo  sums,  not  iu  the  ordinary  employ- 
ment of  capital,  might  be  seen.  In  the 
language  of  a  respectable  gentleman, 
writing  to  him  on  this  subject,  "  it  had 
taken  the  very  heart  out  of  uie  business  of 
the  country."  They,  therefore,  should  look 
to  the  interests  of  fhe  other  classes  of  the 
community,  and  they  should  also  call  upon 
those  companies  to  look  to  the  probable 
effects  of  the  measures  which  they  called 
when  they  asked  the  House  for  its 
final  sanction.  All  that  be  required  was, 
that  before  they  arrived  at  the  last  stage 
of  the  Bill  there  should  be  a  meeting  of 
tho  proprietors  of  shares  in  the  company 
representing  not  less  than  one-third  part 
of  the  capital  or  stock  of  the  company,  and 
that  the  passing  of  the  Bill  should  he 
stayed  until  it  should  have  received  the 
sanction  of  the  holders  of  at  least  three- 
fifths  of  the  total  amount  of  scrip  pro- 
duced at  the  meeting.  He  put  it  to  tlie 
House  whether  such  such  a  test  was  too 
strong,  or  such  conditions  too  bard,  when 
they  looked  to  the  consequences  which 
would  be  produced  to  the  country  if  they 
allowed  the  present  state  of  things  to  con- 
tmue.  He  should  now  read  the  Resolutions 
which  he  intended  to  propose,  and  he  should 
to-morrow,  or  some  other  early  evening, 
move  that  they  be  taken  into  oonsidera- 

"  I.  Thnt  tbia  Houie  will  not  rpad  >  Third  Tims 
an;  Bill  to  «npDwcr  any  Compiui;  (whether  iu- 
t«ndcd  to  be  iacorporated  bf  bugIi  Bill,  oralrcadr 
incorponted  by  Aot  of  PvliBiooDtl  to  coostruot  a 
TUilway,  unlcH,  Three  dear  Dnyg  before  the  Third 
Itf.-uUng,  there  ahiilt  have  been  depoaited  at  the 
Offiqo  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Fu-liuDenta,  there  to  be 
open  to  the  Injpeotkm  of  all  Partisi,  a  Certificate 
Kgaed  and  ■uUMOticated  in  masoer  bereinaAer 
meattoDeiL  and  comprising  the  Particulara  Iwre- 
inaftcr  eiprrasod,  and  Hating  the  following  Uets, 

"  1 .  Tlut  ■  Copj  of  the  Bill  was  lubmitted  to 
[he  Conaiderationof  a  Meeting  of  the  Scripholdcr« 
of  the  Compnny,  or  (in  case  of  s  Companj  al- 
ready iacorporated)  of  the  Sbareholden  or  Stoeh- 
holders  of  the  CoiopuiT,  (peoiallj  oalled  for  tlut 
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"  3.  Th»t  moh  MeetiDg  was  called  b  j  AdvertUo-  It  might  be  suggested  that  it  might  be  dif- 

men».in«rted<,neein  rachof  Two  conMcuti™  fi<,„it  to  get.  at  one  meeting,  one-third  of 

Weeks  in  tho  London  Oazdte  (if  tho  KaiIvbt  be  .,         ,       I   , ,  ,  .        .1. 

«!.  EnglUh  or  Scotch  Railwsj).  or  in  the  London  ^^^   shareholders  of  a   company  together; 

audthe  Dublin  C!iutfUi(iftholWlwa7beaa  Iriih  U  therefore    appeared   only  reasonablo  to 

Baawajj.andineiiehCaseinatleast'niraeLondon  giro  the  meeting  the  power   of  adjourning 

d«iljNewip»pen,(indDotlesBtlianThTOeTira(!sin  fo,  ^   short  period;   and  if  the  number  of 

^Wooh  Paper,  in  each  of  such  two  oonwouti™  ^^j^.^  j^^^  „^  ^■^^^  g^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  j^^  j^^ 

of  adjournment  waa  equal  to  tho  reqnired 

Ho  knew  that  advantage  might  perhapa  number,  it  should  he  held  to  give  effect  to 

be  taken  of  tho  vrinding  up  of  the  affairs  of  the  Resolution. 

a  company  by  parties  going  into  the  market        .,  „_  That  for  the  Purpows  of  this  Ordsr  it  ihiU 

luid   purcbasmg  shares  at  the  depreciated  be  competont  for  tho  Chairmui  of  any  Meeting 

value,   and  thus  acquire  a  power  over  the  called  in  pursmtnce  thereof,  in  the  Event  of  the 

existence  of  a  company.       This  was  also  stioveprescribcdQuonunofSorlp  Shares.orSiock 

the  case  where  large  numbere   of  shares  ("'t"  C™  maybe),  not being™pre«.Et«d at  sooh 

,,,  i_i.i*i       i..t.  1  Meetmg,  to  cause  the  Votes  of  tho  Persons  consti- 

h«l   been    heW    back;    but    he    proposed  tuting  the  said  Meeting,  approving  or 


to  make  provision  as  to  the  penod  when  ing  of  tho  Bill,  to 
shores  came  into  tho  market,  and  that  no  "  ' 
icri[)  which  had  not  been  issued,  or  the  de- 
posit paid  on,  before  the  31st  uf  March  laat, 
should  be  regarded  as  giviug  a  power  to 
vote.  He  should  be  williug  to  go  the  full 
length  of  a  suggestion  of  a  noble  Lord  op- 
posite, that  no  vote  should  be  given  on  a 
aharc  which  was  acquired  subsequently  to 
tho  day  on  which  tho  former  Resolution 
was  proposed ;  but  such  difficulties  were 
found  to  exist,  from  the  want  of  all  means 
rf  tracing  the  transfer  of  scrip,  that  this 
was  found  to  be  impossible.  Uc  doubted 
trhetber,  practically,  it  would  be  acted  upon 
largely ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  on  the  wind- 
ing up,  some  couipauies'  shares  would  be 
purchased  for  that  purpose  From  all  the 
inquiries  that  he  hod  been  able  to  make, 
be  did  not  believe  that  such 


corded,  and  then 
Day,  Hour,  and  Place 
to  be  declared  by  the  Chairman,  suob  Paj  not  being 
less  than  Three  Days,  and  not  more  than  One  Week, 
from  the  original  Daj  of  Meeting,  and  suob  Day, 
Hour,  and  Place  being,  in  tho  meantime,  advertised 
Twice  in  each  of  Three  Iiondon  daily  Newspapers  ; 
andatauch  Adjourned  Mooting  it  shall  also  be  rom- 
pcteat  to  tho  Chairman  thereof  to  cause  to  be 
taken  and  recorded  the  Votes  of  such  of  the  Per- 
sona constituting  the  same  as  have  not  voted  at  the 
original  Meeting  ;  and  the  Total  Amount  of  Votes 
given  at  tho  original  and  Adjourned  Meeting  shall 
bo  received  as  if  given  at  one  and  the  same  M«et- 


"  III.  That  such  Certiflealo  shall  also  comprise, 
in  a  Tabular  Form,  tho  following  Particulars : — 

"  I.  The  Day,  Time,  and  Place  of  the  Meeting, 
and  of  the  A<})ouraed  Meeting  {if  any). 

"3,  Tho  Dates  of  the  losertion  of  the  Advertise* 
mentsfbrthe  Meeting,  and  the  Names  of  the  News- 
papers in  which  they  were  inserted. 

3.  The  Names  and  Addresses  of  the  Pen 


would  be  carried  to  any  very  serious  eitent,  producing  Scrip  at  tho  Meeting;  or,  in  the  Case  of 

The  Resolutions  provided—  a  Company  already  ineorpornted,  the  Names  and 

<^  Addrosses  of  the  Shareholders,  or  Stockholders, 

"3.  Id  the  Case  of  the  Company  being  intended  present  at  the  Meeting. 

to  be  incorporated  by  tho  Bill — That  such  Meet-  ..  .    m.    >      ..      >,      ,.            ,  .,      .          .    . 

>ig  .u  .onntoW  .f  P.™.  p™l..i.g  Ih.™  i,  ?'" ''""""!  ""»?""■.•."''  V»  .*»•"'  •' 

Scrip  of  the  Company  representing  not  less  than  ",   "^  ™?P™ 

One-TTiird  Part  of  the  whole  Capital  proposed  to  be  Pfoducing  the  a 

■    d  by  tho  Company  under  the  Bill,  .     '  -     "  ^^^  "* '  (■"'"^•^ 


haling  been  actmilly  issued,  or  the  Deposits 


vely  produced  by  the  Persoiu  •« 

nie  at  the  Meeting ;  or.  in  (ho 

mpany  Already  incorporated,  the  r»- 

')  of  Shares  er  Stock  held  or  rcpre- 


^1 


thereof  having  been  p^id  beforoH^  31st  of    «nted  by  ^Shareholder,  or  Stockholders  attend- 


n  the  prcaci 
"  1.  In  the  Case  t 
incorporated — That 


ho  Company  being  already 
h  Meeting  was  held,  except 
so  nr  ns  IS  nerein  omerwiHG  provided,  according 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  Company,  and  was  con- 
>titut«d  of  Shareholders  or  Stockholders  thorcof 
competent  to  vote  at  the  Ordinary  Meolings  of  tho 
Company,  and  representing  cither  personally  or  as 
Proiiei  not  less  than  One-Third  Part  of  tho  whole 
Capital  or  Stock  of  the  Company. 


ing  the  Meeting. 

"5.  TheFactoftheApprovalorNon-approvalof 

the  Bill  (as  the  Case  may  be)  hy  the  several  Persons 
producing  Scrip  at  the  Mooting,  or  hy  tho  several 
Shareholders  or  Stockholders  attending  the  Meet- 
ing. 

"  0.  Tho  Total  Amount  of  Scrip  produced  at  such 
Meeting,  and  tho  Amount  Tbcroorproduced  by  the 
Persons  approving  of  the  Bill;  or,  in  the  Case  of » 
Company  already  Incorporated,  the  Total  Amount  of 
Shares  or  SlAck  represented,  either  in  Person  or  by 
Proxy  at  the  Meeting,  and  the  Amount  thereof 
so   represented    by    persons   approving   of    the 


"  3.  Tluit  at  such  Meeting  tho  Bill  was  approved 
of  by  Persons  producing  thereat  Scrip  eoual  to  at 
least  Threc-Fifthsofthe  Total  Amount  of  Scrip  pro- 
duced at  the  Meeting  ;  or,  in  the  case  of  a  Com-     ""'■ 

pany  already  incorporated,  by  Three- Filths  at  least  "  T.  The  Total  Amount  of  the  Capital  proposed  to 
oftho  Meeting,  the  Votes  being  given  and  computed  be  raised  by  the  Company  under  tho  Bill ;  or.  in  tho 
according  to  tho  Constitution  of  the  Company."        Case  of  a  Company  already  Incotpontcd,  the  To- 
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panj. 


It  of  the  Capital  or  Stock  of  mch  Com- 


"  IV.  That  such  Certifi»to  ihall  bo  ligned  by 
the  Chairman  of  tho  Meeting,  uid  bf  one  of  the 
Solicitora  of  the  Companj  ;  and  the  Aathcnticit; 
of  auch  Certificate  shall  be  Terified  by  the  Sig- 
nature of  the  Parlisiiwntarjr  Agent  depositing  tbs 


Perhaps  the  Honeo  would  permit  him  to 
correct  a  mistake  into  which  ho  hod  f&Uen 
with  respect  to  the  winding  up  the  affairs 
of  a  company.  The  eubject  was  very  com- 
plicated, aud  inTolred  so  many  considera- 
tiona,  that  it  was  difficult  to  ^ve  at  on 
clear  and  satisfactory  eiplanation  of  all  the 
details.  At  a  meeting  for  such  a  purpose, 
the  determination  was  to  be  taken  in  the 
way  in  which  he  had  stated.  If  it  wae 
determined  to  dissolTO  the  company,  the 
course  taken  should  he  this  : — The  sense  of 
the  meeting  might  be  taken  as  to  whether, 
instead  of  the  affairs  of  the  company  being 
wound  up  as  in  a  ease  of  ordinary  partner- 
■hip,  it  should  be  done  under  the  proTisions 
of  the  law  for  winding  np  joint- stock 
companies,  which  passed  last  year,  and 
that  the  provisions  of  this  law  should  be 
made  applicable  in  this  case.  It  had  been 
•uggested  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
that  a  trustee  should  be  appointed  by  the 
meeting,  and  that  be  should  act  with  an 
official  assignee.  A  determination  had  not 
been  come  to  on  this  point,  and  he  thought 
that  it  was  better  not  to  delay  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill  until  that  point  of  detail 
had  been  finally  determined.  He  had  thus 
laid  before  the  House  the  prorisions  of  the 
Bill  he  intended  to  present,  and  also  the  Ses- 
sional Orders  whichhe  proposed  to  submit  to 
the  House  in  aid  of  the  Bill.  The  subject 
was  of  an  oitremely  dry  and  complicated  na- 
ture, and  he  had  endeavoured  as  closely  as 
possible  to  confine  himself,  in  the  observa- 
tions which  he  had  made,  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill,  and  not  to  introduce  citraneous 
matter,  which  certainly  would  not  tend  to 
render  the  subject  clearer.  The  noble 
Earl  concluded  with  moving  tho  first  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Lord  PORTMAN  asked  why  the  deci- 
uon  of  the  company  was  to  be  required  on 
the  third  inst«aa  of  the  second  reading,  or 
other  stage  of  a  Railway  Bill  ? 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIB  replied. 
that  if  tbey  required  it  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  said  that  no  Bill  should  go  on  its  stages 
until  the  consent  of  scripholden  had  been 
obtained,  it  would  create  such  a  delay  that 
it  would  appear  to  be  an  miderband  way  of 


saying  that  there  should  be  no  legisUtioD 
on  railways  this  year. 

Lord  BROUGHAU  said,  that  the  part 
which  be  had  always  taken  in  the  consider- 
ation of  this  very  important  subject — tho 
manner  of  transacting  the  private  husineM, 
so  greatly  increased  as  it  had  been  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  by  the  railroads 
which  had  been  promoted  in  this  Session 
and  the  last — would  naturally  suggest  to 
tfaeir  Lordships  that  be  had  attended,  with 
the  greatest  possible  interest,  to  the  very 
candid,  full,  and  luminous  statement  of  his 
noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  That  he  should  be  able  at  once  to 
state  whether  he  approved  of  the  whole  of 
the  principles  and  the  details  of  this  exten- 
sive and  comprehensive  measure,  was  cer- 
tainly out  of  question.  He  must  have 
more  time  to  deliberate  upon  it,  to  exa- 
mine and  compare  its  different  details,  be- 
fore he  should  make  up  his  mind  distinctly 
to  say  that  he  would  give  his  assent  to  it. 
He  should  bo  most  ready  and  anxious  to  give 
it  the  best  consideration  in  his  power;  and, 
as  he  was  at  present  advised,  he  could  lee  no 
objection  whatever  to  the  general  fairness  of 
either  of  tho  means,  the  legislative  plan,  or 
the  Order,  the  Parliamentary  plan,  sug- 
gested by  his  noble  Friend.  He  felt  the 
greatest  possible  satisfaction  in  considering 
that  we  hod  at  length  reached  the  p«Hnt 
when  we  might  hope  to  see  an  end  of  the 
railway  mania,  of  the  gambling  disease  and 
fever  of  speculation  which  had,  for  the  last 
two  years  done  so  little  credit  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  and  been  productive 
of  so  great  mischief  to  its  best  interests, 
and  among  those  best  and  highest  interests; 
he  feared  he  must  enumerate  the  morals 
of  the  people.  In  this  point  of  view,  be 
had  always  regarded  with  the  greatest 
alarm,  and  to  a  certain  degree  with  dis- 
gust, the  scenes  which,  day  after  day,  had 
been  eihibisod  to  his  view,  not  only  among 
the  upper  classes  of  society,  thoagb  they 
had  been  largely  tainted  with  the  miachief, 
but  extending  to  tLe  middle  classes,  and, 
he  feared  be  must  add,  to  the  humbler 
classes  of  the  people  of  this  conntir.  In 
quarters  where  gambling  had  been  hereto- 
fore unknown,  in  quarters  where  that  vice 
of  their  betters  had  never  appeared  to  taint 
their  character,  he  was  sorry  to  say  tbati 
for  the  last  two  years,  that  most  pemieioni 
and  detestable  practice — the  enemy  of  all 
prudence  and  economy,  the  foe  of  M  fore- 
sight and  discretion  in  the  management  of 
private  affairs,  and  the  great  corrupter  of  - 
the  human  heart— the  practice  of  trusting 
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to  chance,  instead  of  exortion,  and  labour, 
and  honest  industry — Iiad  been  at  work 
even  among  the  humbler  classes  of  life. 
Ho  had  stated  on  various  occasions  lament- 
able instances  of  the  havoc  which  it  had 
made  in  the  drcnmstances,  as  well  as,  he 
feared,  in  the  morals,  of  persons  veiy  much 
raised  above  the  humbler  classes.  He 
had  stated  instances  of  poor  clergymen,  of 
maiden  ladies  of  small  means,  of  widows  of 
■mall  jointures,  who,  in  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining suddenly  a  great  accession  of  for- 
tune, had  given  themselves  up  to,  and  be- 
come attacked  bj  the  venom  of  railway 
gambling.  It  was  lamentable  to  think  that 
the  mischief  which  had  arisen  from  hence 
coold  not  terminate  with  the  disease  itself; 
and  these  parties  were  now  suffering,  smart- 
ing most  severely  in  their  fortunes,  in  their 
comforts,  many  of  them  exiled  from  their 
native  country,  through  their  inability  to 
pay  the  calls,  and  to  answer  the  liabilities 
they  had  so  heedlessly  contracted.  To  a 
great  degree  this  measure  would  prevent 
the  mischief  from  proceeding  farther. 
Great  reUef  would  be  administered  by  the 
Bill,  and  by  the  Order  of  his  noble  Friend, 
to  that  class  of  the  sufferers  ;  and  be  would 
fain  hope  that  the  mere  promulgation  of  its 
provisions,  the  mere  statement  now  made, 
and  the  general  acceptation  which  that 
statement  had  received  in  that  House,  and 
which  ho  hoped  it  would  receive  elsewhere, 
would  have  the  desired  effect,  even  before 
the  proposed  draft  should  be  reduced  to  the 
form  of  a  Bill  (and  in  this  he  feared  he 
must  agree  with  his  noble  Friend  again), 
long,  long  before  it  should  pass  into  a  law. 
He  heartily  agreed  in  one  observation  of 
his  noble  Friend,  that,  though  this  House 
might  pass  over  all  else,  a  great  delay 
would  inevitably  take  place  before  it  passed, 
if  it  ever  passed.  Their  Lordships  House 
was  admirably  adapted,  not  only  for  legis- 
lative ^scnssion,  but  for  action — for  doing 
business  ;  but  he  feared  that  adaptation 
w«B  not  paralleled  in  other  places.  Ho 
feared  there  were  some  rulroad  bodies, 
which  were  excellent  for  debate,  fiill  of 
^scusuon — which  could  debate  for  twelve 
days,  one  after  another,  without  intermis- 
sion— which  conld  make  speeches  by  the 
score,  and  ohtun  attention  by  the  hour, 
hut  where,  nevertheless,  there  seemed  an 
ntter  and  absolute  incapacity  to  get  throngh 
bnsinesB,  to  do  anjrtbing,  or  to  bring  any- 
thing to  a  close,  owing  entirely,  he  sup- 
posed, to  the  bod  constitution  of  those  rail- 
way communities — or,  he  might  call  them. 
House  of  Railways.     [The  Duke  of  Ricn- 
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uohd:  It  is  thefault  of  the  directors.]  He 
denied  this  ;  it  was  the  fault  of  the  body 
at  large.  That  House  of  Railways,  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  some  faulty  construction,  conld 
debat«  for  ever,  and  discuss  without  end, 
and  argue  without  intermission ;  but,  as  for 
ever  coming  to  any  conclusion,  that  seemed 
to  be  out  of  the  question.  He  therefore 
quite  agreed  witii  nis  noble  Friend  that  it 
would  be  a  long  while  before  the  Bill  would 
become  an  Act ;  but  he  hoped  most  de- 
voutly that  the  bare  promu^ation  of  the 
plan  would  have  the  effect  sought  to  be 

Eroduced — that  their  Lordships  would  all 
e  disposed  to  give  it  their  ready  ac- 
ceptance— and  that  they  would  strongly 
feel  the  propriety  of  putting  a  stop  to  this, 
so  much  so  that  they  would  even  strain  a 
point,  and  go  beyond  former  precedent,  to 
obtain  so  great  a  good  ;  and  the  proposal 
of  the  measure  would  not  then  be  without 
its  effect.  With  respect  to  the  Order,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  it  was  going  beyond 
precedent ;  for  undoubtedly  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  tying  up  the  hands  of  the 
House  for  the  future.  They  pledged  them- 
selves by  this  Order  not  to  read  a  Bill  a 
third  time — though  all  the  Standing  Orders 
were  framed  upon  the  assumption  that  it 
was  not  very  usual  for  a  mere  Standing  Order 
to  affect  a  measure  which  bad  come  to  be 
ripened,  and  was  ready  for  a  third  reading 
— yet,  by  this  Order,  the  House  would,  in 
effect,  say  that  no  consideration  whatever 
should  induce  them  to  give  the  measure  its 
final  step,  by  reading  it  a.  third  time,  un- 
less something  should  be  done  out  of  the 
House,  and  by  parties  over  whom  they  hod 
no  control,  and  with  whom  they  had,  in 
fact,  no  communion.  He  should  be  sorry 
were  this  Standing  Order  to  be  adopted 
without  much  consideration  ;  it  required 
great  deliberation;  but  he,  for  one,  was 
very  much  disposed  to  strain  a  point,  in 
order  to  gain  so  very  great  a  good  ;  for  bo 
was  perfectly  persuaded  that  the  Bill  itself, 
though  passed  into  a  law,  would  not  be 
effectoal  without  some  such  order  as  that 
which  bis  noble  Frieud  had  sketched  out. 
And  if  he  were  called  on  to  state  which  of 
the  two  measures  he  should  view  with  the 
most  hope  of  effect,  he  rather  inclined  to 
prefer  the  Order — though  he  did  not  see 
why  he  should  he  put  to  his  election,  for 
he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
have  both.  But,  in  his  opinion,  the  Order 
would  certainly  he  the  most  eflicacious  ; 
and,  at  all  events,  it  had  this  very  great 
convenience  about  it — the  House  was  pretty 
sure  of  getting  through  the  one,  but  they 
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were  not  sure  that  the  other  would  be  ob- 
tained \a  any  reasonable  tirae.  Looking 
back  on  what  had  been  done  in  the  last 
year  or  two,  he  could  certainly  have  wished 
that  these  things  had  taken  another  course- 
It  wa«  very  much  to  be  desired,  that  with 
reference  to  all  these  matters  of  prirate 
legislation,  including  railways,  canals, 
all  private  Billa — he  did  not  say  they  should 
be  referred  to  aaotlier  tribunal  ;  nothing 
of  that  sort  had  entered  bis  imagination  ; 
but,  that  FarUament  ebould  make  such 
arraugemcnta  as  would  secure  the  private 
business  being  efficiently,  properly,  and 
cheaply  done,  and  in  a  reasonable  time  ; 
BO  as  to  avoid  the  enormous,  the  endless 
delay,  and  the  great  anxiety  attending  the 
present  system,  and  to  avoid  that  inefficient 
and  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which,  of 
necessity,  and  without  imputing  blame  to 
any  one  whatever,  but  of  necessity,  as  the 
Committees  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
were  at  present  constituted,  but  much  more 
the  Committees  of  ihe  other  House — they 
had  been  obliged  to  carry  on  that  im- 
portant branch  of  their  inquiries.  Looking 
at  the  enormous  amount  of  private  busi- 
ness—  considering  that,  in  the  present 
Session,  in  one  department  alone,  railways, 
re  519  Bills  before  Parliament, 
rting  that  those  Bills  were  of  the 
Bndental  nature,  that  they  gave 
power  lo  interfere  with  every  man's  private 
property,  lo  tear  down  woods,  to  gnib  up 
plantations,  to  overthrow  houses,  to  drive 
roads  through  a  man's  pleasure  grounds, 
to  make  apersoii's  estate  utterly  worthless, 
or  utterly  incapable  of  being  inhabited  by 
himself  and  his  family,  where  they  might 
have  lived  for  ages  ;  considering  that  the 
Tcry  principle  of  these  Bills  was  to  compel 
people  to  part  with  tlieir  property  whether 
they  would  or  not,  and  not  at  a  price  fixed 
by  themselves,  though  that  would  be  bad 
enough  ;  considering  that  this  was  the  na- 
ture of  their  private  legislation,  of  all  the 
objects  for  which  their  legislative  functions 
could  be  used,  it  was  the  one  that  niosl 
required  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  tribunal  of 
a  totally  different  kind  from  the  Committees 
of  both  Houses.  This  difficulty  was  one 
which  he  had  long  felt,  And  he  regretted 
that  previous  steps  had  not  been  taken  for 
ensuring  a  bettor  mode  of  managing  the 
private  business.  The  manner  in  which 
his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Dalhousie) 
had  laid  this  proposition  before  the  House, 
was  deserving  of  the  utmost  possible  com- 
mendation ;  all  their  Lordships  must  have 
gone  along  with  huu  ui  (he  very  clear  and 


candid,  the  perfectly  unadorned  and  yet 
fitting  statement  which  he  had  made.  He 
{Lord  Brougham)  felt  thankful  to  the  Go- 
for  having  now  brought  forward 
iportant,    useful,     and   neccssaxy    a 


The  Eaul  of  WICKT.OW  agreed  with 
Ihe  noble  Lord  that  the  Bill  could  not  he 
expected  lo  pass  for  some  time;  therefore 
it  was  most  desirable  to  adopt  the  Resolu- 
tion. He  rose,  however,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  introduced 
the  Bill  and  the  Se<jsional  Order,  upon  the 
very  difTercnt  etfect  they  would  have  upon 
Bills  coming  up  froTU  the  other  House  of 
Farlianient,  and  Bills  which  originated  in 
their  Lordships'  Uouse.  The  one  would 
have  already  incurred  all  the  expense  of 
passing  the  Bill,  while  the  other  would 
have  to  guess  at  that  expense.  It  there- 
fore became  di'sirable  that  some  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  that  practice. 

The  Eaeil  of  EGLIXTON  had  as  great 
a  horror  of  the  railway  mania  as  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend;  but  he  thought  they 
should  have  reason  to  hope  that  tlie  ener- 
gies of  the  country  would  not  be  affected 
to  such  an  extent  as  lo  prevent  railways 
being  made  for  the  future.  There  was 
one  point  in  the  Bill  which  he  thought 
should  be  rejected  as  unjust.  The  noble 
Lord  who  introduced  the  Bill  staled,  that 
it  was  intended  that  three-fifths  of  those 
attending  the  meeting  should  sanction  the 

Erojwsition  for  going  on  with  the  company; 
ut  then,  they  must  observe,  that  the 
meeting  was  to  be  composed  of  the  holders 
of  one-third  of  (ho  shares.  They  em- 
powered little  more  than  one-fifth  of  the 
meeting  to  prevent  their  going  on  with  the 
Bill ;  they,  therefore,  gave  to  a  small  mi- 
nority a  power  of  counteracting  the  wishes 
of  a  large  majority.  He  wished  also  to 
know  how  the  determination  as  to  the  ter- 
mination of  the  company  by  the  aharc- 
holdera  present  should  be  taken. 

The  Maiiucess  of  CLANRICARDB 
said,  ho  had  no  objection  to  the  Bill,  as 
e.vplaincd  by  the  noble  Earl.  He  thought 
it  a  good  measure  by  itself,  and  if  it  ex- 
tended only  to  England;  he  objected  to  it 
so  far  as  it  extended  lo  Ireland  as  well  as 
Scotland.  Three  years  ago  he  had  said 
that  the  present  system  of  regulating  rul- 
ways  was  perfectly  absurd,  and  at  variance 
with  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 
He  thought  that  the  Government  were 
right  to  ioterfei-e;  but  he  thought  they 
ought  to  interfero  in  a  manner  entirely  dif- 
ferent from   what  they  were  u 
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Let  tlieir  Lordships  conuder  vhat  ihey 
were  doing.  They  were  endeavouring  to 
put  a  cbeck  and  atop  to  the  railroad  mania, 
and  in  such  e,  stop  tbej  were  fuUy  justi- 
fied. But  what  was  this  railway  niaiiia  ? 
It  was  a  subject  coiutected  with  the  beat 
interests  of  the  country  ;  and  when  they 
endeavoured  to  put  a  atop  to  what  was 
colled  the  railway  mania — and  on  this 
point  he  thought  the  ohaervatioDS  of  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  and  the  noble 
Earl  were  moat  just — thej  should  do  no- 
thing to  deprive  the  country  of  the  great 
mcana  of  conununication.  Ho  had  been 
eiamined  before  a  Koilroad  Comnuttee,  and 
while  waiting  there  had  heard  the  evidence 
of  a  military  officer  of  high  ranlc,  pointing 
out  the  importance  of  railroada  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  as  well  againat  a 
foreign  foe  as  for  putting  down  domestic 
disturbances.  In  such  a  state  of  things 
was  it  satisfactory  that  it  should  bo  left  to 
the  Stock  Bichange  market  or  to  a  com- 
pany of  individuals  what  lines  of  railroad 
should  be  taken  up  ?  He  had  always  enter- 
tained a  stroag  feeling  on  the  subject,  and 
he  had  always  thought  that  the  Oovern- 
nient  should  take  a  much  more  active  part 
than  had  hitherto  been  Uio  case.  Bj  the 
propositions  before  Parliament  large  habi. 
lities  were  proposed  to  be  incurred,  which 
would  tend  to  injure  the  resources  and 
cramp  the  trade  of  the  country  ;  but  if  the 
superabundant  capital  of  the  country  were 
directed  into  Bound  and  useful  channels,  it 
would  benefit,  instead  of  impoverish  the 
country.  As  a  check  to  the  railway  mania 
he  could  not  object  to  the  measure,  for  he 
conceived  it  was  required  by  the  extent  to 
which  it  had  run.  There  was  atill,  he 
thought,  time  for  the  Government  of  the 
country  to  acquire  aome  control,  by  taking 
them  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  point 
out  the  channels  In  which  railway  concerns 
were  neoeasary  and  desirable  ;  and  with 
Buch  encouragement  and  control,  there 
was  m)  doubt  that  superabundant  capital 
would  be  found  without  affecting  unfavour- 
ably the  resources  of  the  country,  and  by 
that  means  such  works  would  be  completed 
as  were  desirable — such,  for  instance,  as 
would  ensure  the  security  of  the  country 
itom  foreign  enemies,  and  lead  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  internal  resources  of  the 
country.  In  that  way  good  would  be 
done,  to  which  there  would  be  no  reverses, 
and  with  referpnco  to  which  there  would 
be  no  such  subjects  of  complaint  as  had 
been  referred  to.  As  regarded  Ireland, 
there  certainly  ought  to  be  some  change 


in  the  manner  of  dealing  with  the  Bills  for 
railroads  in  that  country.  The  Govern- 
ment should  undertake  to  point  out  the 
channels  in  which  railway  communication 
was  necessary  and  desirable,  and  to  which, 
with  auch  management  and  upder  such 
control,  the  superabundant  capital  of  the 
country  would  bo  directed,  without  any  in- 
jury to  other  enterprises  equally  necessary, 
or  to  trade  and  commerce.  Thoy  would 
then  secure  a  benefit  siich  as  all  would  ap- 

Sireciate;  they  would  obtain  security  ^m 
oreign  invasion;  they  would  open  up  and 
improve  internal  resources ;  and,  in  that 
way,  a  good  would  be  done  to  wHcb  tbere 
could  be  no  reverse,  and  from  which  could 
follow  no  evil.  He  desired  to  know  from 
the  noble  Earl  (Earl  of  Dalhousie)  whether, 
by  this  Bill,  in  the  caae  of  Iri^  railways, 
a  stop  would  be  put  to  them  in  the  same 
way  as  to  Eiiglisli  Railway  Bills. 

The  E4BI.  of  BQSBBUKY  thought, 
from  the  speeches  of  his  noble  Friends 
who  had  previously  addressed  the  House, 
that  there  was  some  misconception  on  their 
part  with  respect  to  what  the  Sessional 
Order  meant.  He  apprehended  that  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  I)alhousie)  did  not 
mean  that  this  Sessional  Order  should  be 
a  Standing  Order,  on  which  Parliament 
would  proceed  in  future  years,  but  merely 
an  Order  on  which  Farliament  would  pro- 
ceed with  regard  to  railways  during  the 
remainder  of  the  Session.  From  what  fell 
Irom  his  noble  Friends,  he  did  not  think 
they  understood  the  meaning  of  his  noble 
Friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
on  that  point,  and  it  would  be  well  to 
know  to  what  extent  the  Sessional  Order 
would  go. 

Lord  ASHBUHTOK  conceived  it  to  be 
useless  now,  to  be  considering  what  might 
have  been  done  some  time  ago.  The  real 
question  for  the  House  vraa,  what,  in  the 
very  awkward  and  peculiar  poaition  in 
which  they  found  themselves,  was  the 
wisest  course  to  take  at  present.  He  must 
say,  always  reserving  to  himself  the  privi- 
lege of  considering  the  particular  details 
of  the  Bill,  that  the  proposition  which  had 
been  made  appeared  to  oe  the  best  means 
of  reheving  them  from  the  difficulty  in 
which  they  stood.  First  of  all  it  would 
relieve  them  from  an  immense  mass  of  bu- 
siness; and  in  the  next  place  it  would  re- 
lieve them  from  tlie  immense  demand  upon 
the  capital  of  the  country,  which  paralysed 
and  stood  in  the  way  of  its  legitimato  com- 
merce. It  would  also  afford  those  who 
wished  to  get  out  of  those  undertakings 
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into  which  thej  had  improYidently  eul«red, 
the  best  meane  of  doing  so.  He  had  him- 
Bclf,  in  the  Committee  called  the  Railway 
Committee,  appointed  early  in  the  ScBaion, 
prcBsed  upon  their  attention  (he  necessity 
of  taking  some  decided,  some  imuBual  Btep 
Buitcd  to  unusual  circiimstancee,  to  obviate 
the  inevitable  effects  of  the  railway  system 
as  it  had  recently  existed,  lie  bad  then 
and  always  been  of  opinion  that  the  enor- 
mous railway  business  proposed  to  be  car- 
ried on  was  altogether  incumpatible  with 
the  means  of  the  country — with  the  meana 
of  any  country — and  he  might  even  saj 
that  the  united  resources  of  all  Europe 
would  have  failed  to  ensure  success  to  the 
maas  of  adventure  which  in  a  few  mouths 
had  originated  in  Great  Britain.  They  had 
undertaken  what  they  could  not,  by  any 
possibility,  accomplish,  and  the  result  was 
now  before  them.  Undoubtedly,  aa  the  no- 
ble Lord  (Marquess  of  Clanricarde)had  said, 
there  were  many  pressing  reasons  why  every 
facility  should  be  given  to  the  passing  of 
the  Railway  Bills  connected  with  Ireland  ; 
but  be  (Lord  Ashburton)  was  inclined  to 
think  that  the  projects  in  that  country  had 
very  greatly  exceeded  the  available  capital, 
and  that  the  effect  was  to  clog  every  other 
species  of  enterprise  from  which  a  benefit 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  could  be  derived. 
He  thought  that,  generally,  it  was  unwise 
in  these  matters  to  interfere  with  or  to 
prevent  individual  speculation;  but  he  cer- 
tainly agreed  in  the  observation  made,  that 
an  advantage  would  be  experienced  from 
the  classifying  of  the  different  Irish  pro- 
jects, with  a  view  of  deciding  upon  which 
was  more  or  less  pressing,  which  more  or 
less  desirable,  to  meet  the  exigency  in  Ire- 
land, and,  by  giving  employment  to  the 
population,  alleviate  the  wide-spread  dis- 
tress. They  would,  thus  classifying  those 
Bills,  take  as  the  first  class  the  lines  which 
were  important  as  giving  facilities  to  the 
removal  and  conveyance  of  troops,  and  to 
such  lines  they  would  be  called  upon  to 
give  a  preference  ;  the  class  next  in  im- 
portaace  would  be  the  lines  intended  to 
nil  up  gaps  in  already  existing  railroads, 
and  to  complete  some  certain  line  of  com- 
munication ;  and  the  third  class  would  be 
those  lines,  the  consideration  of  which 
could,  with  advantage  to  the  public,  be 
postponed  over  the  present  Session. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  expressed  his  ap- 
proval of  the  measure  proposed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government;  and  his  principal 
TeaKon  for  giving  it  bis  support  waa,  that 
while  it  instituted  a  salutary  chock  upon 


DS}  LegUlatum.  888 

excessive  and  ill-directed  specuJadon,  it 
still  left  crerytUing  to  individual  judgment 
and  enterprise.  With  great  deference  to 
his  noble  Friend  who  had  lately  addressed 
the  House,  be  (Lord  Campbell)  thought  it 
was  much  better  that  the  Qovemmeat  and 
the  Legislature  had  not  sooner  interposed. 
The  railway  system  bad  been  carried  on, 
upon  the  whole,  in  this  country,  he  be- 
lieved, very  advantageously,  and  much 
more  advantageously  than  if  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  first  instance,  had  assumed  to 
itself  the  power  of  saying  what  lines  should 
be  preferred,  and,  as  in  France  and  in 
other  countries  on  the  Continent,  had  ta- 
ken everything  into  its  own  bands.  But, 
now,  the  nafural  cure  for  excessive  specu- 
lation was  taking  place  ;  the  evil  was  felt, 
and  now  brought  this  remedy  with  it,  and 
the  Government  very  properly  left  it  to  the 
individuals  themselves  to  say  whether  tbcj 
would  go  on,  or  whether  they  would  recede; 
tbey  had  it  now  in  their  power  to  change 
their  niinds^ — a  lociu  ptenttenlttB  was  given 
lo  them — and  that  he  thought  was  a  salu- 
tary cure.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Dal- 
housie)  had  stated  the  case  with  much  per- 
spicuity; but  there  was  one  point  to  which 
he  (Lord  Campbell)  wished  to  call  his  at> 
teution,  and  it  was  this — whether  any,  and 
what  provision  was  made  by  this  Bill  for 
the  indemnity  of  those  who  were  liable  to 
creditors  of  railway  companies.  He  stated 
that  the  liabilities  of  sucn  individuals  would 
not  be  at  all  affected,  and  of  course  it 
would  be  very  unjust  to  deprive  tbeni  of 
the  means  of  indemnity.  It  must  be  con- 
sidered that  those  individuals  who  were 
now  liable  would  be  deprived  of  the  means 
of  indemnity  which  they  would  possess  if 
the  company  were  to  proceed  and  be  incor- 
porated, and  entitled  to  require  calls  to  he 
made,  and  to  have  large  funds  in  their 
hands.  Suppose  an  individual  was  liable 
to  a  solicitor,  or  to  a  surveyor,  for  business 
done  for  the  company  to  a  very  laige 
amount ;  at  present,  if  an  action  were 
brought  against  him,  be  would  be  indi- 
vidually liable  for  tbc  amount,  but  be  would 
have  an  indemnity  agtunst  the  fnnds  of  thA 
company ;  but  if  they  put  an  end  to  tfie 
company,  and  the  funds  were  dispersed, 
then  the  individual  who  had  so  become 
liable  had  no  indemnity.  He  hoped,  beforv 
the  close  of  this  conversation,  tho  noble 
Lord  would  state  in  what  situation  a  person 
would  be  who  had  made  himself  liable  to 
the  creditors  of  a  company,  and  was  de- 
prived of  the  indemnity  which  he  at  pre- 
Bont  enjoyed. 
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it  would  require,  even  for  a  number  of 
branch  tines,  considerable  eiertioa  on  tbeir 
part  to  obtain  the  neceasary  assent  of  their 
shareholdera.  Incorporated,  companies,  no 
donbt,  poBBcased  a  great  advantage  over 
those  other  companies  wliich  were  as  jet 
only  inchoate.  The  old  companies  had 
all  their  machinery  ready  at  any  mcnneiit 
to  be  worked ;  they  knew  where  to  put 
their  bauds  upon  their  shoreliolderB  i  and 
this  of  course  was  a  facility  which  would 
put  them  in  a  Tary  superior  position, 
as  corapared  with  the  companies  unin- 
corporated— the  Bcripholders  in  which 
were  scattered  all  over  the  world,  and 
beyond  the  easy  access  of  the  promoters. 
The  test  of  obtaining  the  expression  of 
opinion  from  such  a  body,  so  situated,  was 
consequently  most  BCTere,  and  would  as- 
suredly answer  the  endin  view— of  arriving 
at  the  feeling  entertained  by  the  majority 
of  those  interested  in  railway  projects. 
It  had  been  said  abo,  that  it  was  too  much 
granted  to  allow  two-fifths  to  prevent  the 
progress  of  a  Bill ;  but  he  thought  that, 
under  the  existing  circumatauces,  looking 
to  the  immense  amount  of  capital  for 
which  they  were  even  abeadj  liahle — 
looking  to  the  consequences  which  would 
result  from  the  addition  expected  to  be 
mode  to  it — and  aware  of  the  noto- 
rious fact  that  many  of  those  Bills  were 
forced  on  against  the  sense  of  the  proprie- 
tary— if  a  company  could  not  obt«n  a 
meeting  of  one-third  of  the  shareholders; 
if  they  could  not  produce  to  Pnriia- 
ment  an  opinion  from  three-fifths  of  those 
that  the  concern  was  a  good  concern,  then 
Parliament  might  be  assured,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  such  a  statement,  that  it  was  not 
a  good  concern,  and  that,  at  all  events,  it 
might  safely  he  postponed.  And  if  such  a 
postponement  did  take  place,  the  concern 
was  not  extinguished ;  the  worth  of  the 
project,  at  a  future  period,  could  again  be 
tested.  In  the  case  of  a  good  Bill,  such  an 
expression  of  opinion  would  he  obtained  i 
in  the  case  of  a  had  Bill  it  would  not 
he  attained  ;  and  in  the  case  of  a 
doubtfiU  Bill,  if  there  were  a  douht  at 
all,  Farliament,  under  the  circumstances, 
ought  to  throw  that  doubt  into  the  neg- 
ative, and  postpone  the  consideration  of 
such  a  Bill  to  an  after  period.  The  noblo 
Lord  (Earl  of  Rosehery)  was  right  in  sup- 
posing that  the  Sessional  Order  submitted 
to  their  Lordships  did  not  mean  a  Standing 
Order ;  it  was  merely  a  Sessional  Order — 
of  an  extraordinary  character,  he  (the 
Earl  of  Dalhousie)  would  admit,  hot  in- 


Lou>  WHARNCLIFFE  thought  it  pre- 
niMure  to  discuss,  at  present,  the  provi- 
iions  of  the  Bill  brought  before  their  Lord- 
ships ;  but  he  would  make  one  observation 
on  the  subject  of  the  Order.  To  put  an 
end  to  any  of  those  nutwaj  companies, 
it  was  proposed  that  the  parties  interested 
diould  De  empowered  to  call  a  meeting,  at 
which  there  should  not  be  less  than  one- 
third  of  the  capital  of  the  company  repre- 
■eated  ;  and  three-fifths  of  that  one-third 
part  should  have  the  power  of  signing  a 
cer^cate  that  shall  decide  the  fate  of  the 
company.  The  result  of  that  arrangement 
was  this — that  in  any  case  in  which  the 
parties  could  obtain  the  sanction  of  one- 
third — that  is,  3-15tbs  of  the  proposed  ca- 
pital of  the  whole  undertaking — the  3-1 5lhs 
will  have  the  power  of  deciding  the  inte- 
rests of  the  remaining  12-15ths.  Now,  it 
appeared  to  him  (Lord  Whamoliffo),  look- 
ing at  that  superficially,  and  at  first  sight, 
that  that  was  too  small  a  proportion.  He 
thought,  if  it  were  made  something  higher, 
they  would  he  more  likely  to  obtain  the 
reu  sentiments  of  the  sulwtantial  body  of 
tiie  shareholders,  than  by  putting  it  at  so 
low  a  point ;  because,  what  they  had  to 
^reod  from  this  proceeding  was,  that  some 
fictitious,  some  intriguing  attempts  would 
be  made  to  get  together  the  fallacious  ap- 
I>ear&uce  of  a  meeting,  as  if  of  the  entire 
capitalists,  and  so  dispose  of  the  concern 
one  way  or  the  other. 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  replied  to 
the  several  questions  which  had  been  put 
to  him.  He  would  first  address  himself  to 
the  observation  made  by  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Whamcliffe)  sitting  near  him,  that 
the  proportion  of  shareholders  to  decide 
upon  the  withdrawal  or  prosecution  of  any 
given  project  was  too  small,  and  was  likely 
to  open  a  door  to  jobbing  and  to  dishonest 
tneanH  of  obtuning  either  of  these  results. 
But  he  begged  to  remind  his  noble  Friend, 
that  although  three-fifteenths — that  is, 
one-fifth — was  a  very  small  number,  it  was 
the  mtttimum,  ahd  it  by  no  means  followed, 
that  one-fifth  only  would  in  each  cose  be  the 
majority.  When  the  nohle  Lord,  therefore, 
came  to  consider  the  matter  in  that  light — 
when  he  remembered  that  one-third  of  the 
entire  capital  was  called  upou  to  be  repre- 
sented at  the  meeting  at  which  the  deci- 
»ve  step  was  to  be  a^pted,  he  would  see 
that  they  were  about  to  enforce  a  very 
Btcingent  regulation.  In  the  already  exist- 
ing great  lines,  in  the  London  and  Bir- 
mjn^am,  or  in  the  Great  Western,  with 
theif  capitals  of  5,000,0001.  or  7,000,0001., 
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tended  wlelj  to  apply  to  the  extraordinary 
circnmstanceB  of  tnc  present  time,  and  ti> 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  Sci;<iioa.  Then, 
as  to  what  had  bcon  s.itil  relatire  to  Irish 
Railway  Bills,  it  would  be  id  the  rccollee- 
tion  of  those  of  their  Lordships  nrho  sat  oa 
the  Committee  appointed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  tlie  Session,  that  an  earnest  desire 
had  hecn  csprcpsed  by  the  GoTeniment 
that  erery  possible  justice  and  facility 
nhould  be  given  to  the  consideration  of 
those  Bills  that  had  for  an  object  the 
construction  of  railroads  in  Ireland.  But 
the  noble  Marquess  could  not  expect  that 
the  Bills  proposed  for  Ireland  snould  be 
altogether  exempted;  in  fact,  it  was 
known  that  there  was  more  alarai  in  Ire- 
land, lest  too  many  Bills  should  pass,  than 
could  possibly  arise  because  certain  Bills 
■hould  not  receive  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  bad  been  agreed  that  the  Irish 
Bills  should  be  originated  in  that  House  ; 
and  some  of  those  Bills  stood  over  from 
before  the  recess  for  their  reading.  Sow 
they  intended  that  they  should  get  their 
third  reading  in  that  House,  and  would 
fall  under  the  operation  of  the  Sessional 
Order  in  the  next  House;  and  on  the  27th 
he  iihoutd  be  prepared  to  move  the  third 
reading  of  those  Irish  Rills  that  stood  over. 
With  respect  to  the  question  of  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Campbell),  whether  the  Bill 
would  make  any  alteration  in  the  liabilities 
of  parties  atprescnt  liable  for  debts  incurred 
by  the  company,  he  begged  to  expla' 
that  such  was  not  the  ease.  The  liabilitii 
would  remain  exactly  as  they  were :  tl 
rights  of  jMirties  \\■^l^AA  not  bo  affected  by 
the  windinfj  up. 

Loud  CAMPBELL:  The  liabilities  will 
remain,  but  the  indemnity  would  bo  gone. 

The  Eaul  of  DALUOUSIE  understood 
that  by  this  Bill  the  person  who  was  liabli 
would  have  his  remedy.  He  might  make 
gficA  the  dcmantls  upon  him  out  of  the 
funds  in  the  first  instance;  and  if  the  Ainds 
were  insufficient,  he  woidd  have 
against  such  parties  as  now  were  liable. 

Bill  was  read  1'.  Sessional  Order  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  Monday. 

House  adjourned. 
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R.*ILWAT  BILLS. 
Stii  R.  PEEL  then  rose  and  spoke  as 
follows  :  I  gave  notice  two  days  sines 
that  I  should  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  state  of 
roilway  business  which  is  now  pending  and 
waiting  for  the  decision  of  Parliament. 
No  one  can  be  more  impressed,  Sir,  than  I 
am,  under  all  ordinary  circumstances,  with 
the  importance  of  adhering  to  the  great 
principle  of  permitting  iii  this  commercial 
country  the  free  appKeation  of  individual 
enterprise  and  capital ;  and  although  1  cer- 
tainly must  contend  that  there  is  a  db- 
tinction  between  the  ordinary  applicatioit 
of  capital  to  commercial  entorprise,  un- 
der existing  law,  and  the  demands  made 
upon  Parliament  to  give  to  inchoato 
companies  large  powers  of  taking  posacs- 
aion  of  the  property  of  others,  and  esta- 
blishing, as  I  fear  is  the  case  in  many  in- 
stances, a  qualified  monopoly,  yet  that  ge- 
neral prineiple  is  so  valuable,  that  even 
with  respect  to  that  species  of  commercial 
enterprise  which  seeks  to  be  invested  with 
the  authority  of  Parliament,  I  should  bo 
unwilling,  under  all  ordinary  circumstances, 
to  interfere.  I  should  think  it  the  better 
rule  to  assume  that  individuals  are  the  best 
Judges  of  the  mode  in  which  their  capital 
can  be  profitably  employed;  and  as  the 
usage  has  been  for  Parliatnent  to  gnat  cer- 
tain persooB  cortain  poirers,  where  there 
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is  no  strong  opposition  on  the  part  of  tho 
an  downers  whose  property  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  use  of  the  railway  company,  or  where 
no  competing  lines  urge  strong  reasons  why 
the  line  seeking  for  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment should  not  pass — I  eay,  even  with 
respect  to  that  kind  of  commercial  specula- 
tion and  entorprifie,  1  should  have  been  de- 
sirous, under  ordinary  circumstances,  of 
adhering  to  the  rule  on  whith  Parliament 
has  usually  acted.  But,  at  tho  same  tinie, 
where  there  is  a  risk  of  great  public  incon- 
venience, I  do  think  that  Parliament  is 
perfectly  entitled  to  depart  iVom  those 
principles  which,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, would  guide  it ;  and  tho  question 
how  is,  whellier  there  be  not,  at  tho  pre- 
sent moment,  a  case  which  justifies  Par- 
liament in  adopting  some  new  precattions, 
in  order  that  the  capital  of  the  country  may 
not  he  needlessly  applied  to  railway  specu- 
lations, from  which  no  great  public  benefit 
is  to  he  derived,  thus  fettering  and  embar- 
rassing all  other  commercial  engagements 
and  commercial  enterprise,  and  possibly  sa- 
crificing the  interests  of  those  persons  who 
may,  under  a  difierent  state  of  things, 
have  unadvisedly  lent  themselves  to  those 
speculations  ;  and  I  conceive  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary, in  order  tojustify  any  interference 
^-evcn  interference  to  that  qualified  and 
limited  extent  which  I  propose— and  in 
order  that  that  interference  may  not  be 
lightly  drawn  into  a  precedent,  for  me  fully 
to  state  the  circumstances  which  impose 
upon  me,  as  the  organ  of  the  Government, 
the  duty  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  matter,  In  the  first  place, 
I  wish  to  put  tho  House  in  possession  of 
the  amount  of  capital  which  is  already 
pledged  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  railway 
speculations,  and  also  the  amount  of  capi- 
tal which,  by  the  very  Bills  now  pending 
— 1  speak  of  the  Bills  of  the  present  year 
— will  be  required,  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  projects  contemplated  in  those  Bills.  I 
£nd  that  in  1844  tho  number  of  railway 
projects  which  received  the  sanction  of  tho 
Legislature  was  37;  thot  the  capital  au- 
thorized to  be  raised  by  those  Acts  amount- 
ed to  13,981,0001-:  that  the  amount  of 
loan  capital,  as  distinguished  from  share 
capital,  authorized  to  be  raised,  amounts 
to  4.006,000i.,  being  a  total  amount  of 
share  and  loan  capital  authorized  to  be 
raised  by  the  BlUs  passed  in  1844  of 
17,987,000i.  Then  I  find  in  1845  the 
number  of  Railway  Sills  passed  was  118  ; 
and  the  share  capital  authorized  to  be 
raised  by  those  Acts  amounta  to  not  less 


iiL  23}  Bailway  BilU.  894 

than  45,849,0001.,  whilst  the  amount  au< 
thorized  to  be  raised  by  lo&n,  in  addition  to 
the  share  capital,  is  14,635,000^,  making 
the  total  amount  of  capital  authorized  to  be 
raised  by  the  Acts  of  1845,  and  applicable 
to  railway  enterprise,  of  60,484,000?.  I 
have  called  for  a  Return  of  the  number  of 
Railway  Bills  which,  on  the  Ilth  of  April 
last,  were  Under  the  consideration  of  this 
and  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  and  I 
find  that  the  number  of  English  Bills 
amounts  to  369;  of  Scotch  Bills,  107; 
and  of  Irish,  43 — making  a  total  of  519 
Bills,  which,  so  far  as  the  public  records 
can  be  relied  on,  are  Bills  in  respect  to 
which  the  decision  of  Parliament  must  be 
given.  I  find  by  the  English  Bills  that 
capital  to  the  araoUnt  Of  184,700,0001. 
would  be  raised,  supposing  all  those  Bills 
received  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  and 
that  in  addition,  under  the  same  Bills, 
loans  to  the  amount  of  58,000.000(.  might 
be  raised.  By  the  Scotch  Bills,  capital 
stock  to  the  amount  of  28,500,000/.  might 
be  T&ised,  and  loans  to  the  amount  of 
9,500,000^. :  whilst  by  the  Irish  Bills, 
18,104,0001.  capital  stock  could  be  consti- 
tuted, and  loans  to  the  amount  of  Upwards 
of  5,000,0001.  would  bo  sanctioned,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  capital  stock  authorized  to  be 
taised  by  the  Bills  for  England,  Scotland, 
andlreland,  respectively,  of  231.302,0001., 
and  of  capital  to  be  raised  by  loans  of 
72,781,000?.,  being  a  total  of  capital  au- 
thorized to  be  raised  by  Bills  pending  in 
this  Session,  independently  of  the  unpaid 
capital  of  the  Acts  snuctioned  by  Parlia~ 
ment  in  1844  and  1845,  of  304,000,0001. 
I  know  it  would  be  quite  illusory  to  rely 
upon  that  as  the  amount  of  capital  which 
would  be  actually  required.  Many  of  these 
Bills  arc  for  competing  railways,  and  many 
are  Bills  the  passmg  of  which  would  be  quite 
unnecessary  for  the  public  interests  ;  and 
therefore,  although  1  state  304,000,0001. 
to  be  the  total  amount  of  capital  which,  if 
all  these  Bills  were  sanctioned,  would  be  au- 
thorized tobe  raised,  yet  a  very  great  deduc- 
tion must  be  made  for  many  of  them  which 
Parliament  would  reject,  and  many  of  them 
would  not  be  carried  oh ;  but  still,  make 
what  deduetioQ  you  will,  the  total  amount 
of  capital,  were  ^ere  no  interference  at  all 
on  the  part  of  Parliament— if  wo  were  en- 
tirely passive — that  will  be  sanctioned  in 
the  present  Session,  will  be  much  greater 
than  that  which  I  think  it  would  be  for  the 
public  interests  ought  to  be  raised  for  rail- 
way speculations.  Now,  I  am  afraid  tho 
Aame  rigid  inquiries  cannot  be  made  b^ 
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the  Committees  now  as  when  thcro  is  a  fuU 
opportunity  for  such  inquiries.  There  is  a 
kind  of  despair  prevailing  among  them; 
and  I  f<.-ar  that  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  Session  Bills  niiglit  pass,  which  under 
ordinary  circumstances  might  not  receive 
the  assent  of  Parliament.  I  am  sure  that 
might  be  the  case.  Now,  I  must  first  state 
what  is  the  amount  of  ca]iital  not  paid  up, 
which  has  been  authorized  to  be  raised 
under  the  Bills  that  have  already  received 
the  sanction  of  Parliament.  In  respect  to 
Acta  that  passed,  before  the  year  184i, 
there  is  a  sum  of  20,867,0001.  not  yet 
called  for.  Again,  that  must  not  be  taken 
as  the  amount  of  capital  authorized  to  be 
raised,  likely  to  be  called  for,  because  in 
many  of  those  cases  money  has  been  raised 
by  loans  on  the  security  of  outstanding 
shores,  instead  of  calling  for  payment  upon 
shares.  What  is  the  amount  raised  by 
loans,  instead  of  calls  upon  shares,  1  can- 
not say.  I  can  only  state  the  fact;  and 
Uie  unpaid  capital  connected  with  railways 
that  received  the  sanction  of  Parliament 
before  1844,  amounts  to  20,000,000i., 
supposing  that  no  loans  were  raised  on  the 
security  of  the  outstanding  shares  for  the 
puqiose  of  completing  the  lines.  With  re- 
spect to  the  Acts  passed  in  1844,  the 
amount  of  capital  stock  still  unpaid  is 
5,219,000;.  In  respect  to  Acts  that  passed 
in  1845,  being  118  in  number,  there  re- 
mains of  capital  stock,  shares  authorized 
to  be  issued,  stock  still  to  be  paid,  amount- 
ing very  nearly  to  28,000,000(. ;  i  ' 
27.950,009i.  And.  therefore,  putting 
aside  all  the  Bills  passed  hcfore  1844, 
there  remains  of  capital  stock  to  he  paid 
up  under  the  Acts  sanctioned  in  1644  and 
1845  an  amount  of  33,242,0001.;  and,  of 
eounio,  there  is  to  be  added  to  that  capital, 
the  amount  of  capital  stock,  whatever  that 
amount  may  be,  to  be  raised  under  the 
Bills  that  may  be  sanctioned  this  Ses: 
Now,  with  regard  to  this  apphcatio 
capital — greater,  1  cannot  hut  think,  for 
one  particular  species  of  enterprise, 
than  is  for  the  public  interests — though 
I  do  not  propose  to  throw  any  obstacle, 
»ny  arhitraiy  selection  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  way  of  that  application ;  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
this — may  we  not  safely  take  the  opinions 
of  the  parties  who  have  entered  into  these 
speculations  as  a  guide  by  which  we  shall 
determine  whether  or  not  these  speculi 
tiona  shall  continue,  or  whether  we  shall 
give  our  sanction,  by  Act  of  Farlitunent, 
to  these  Bchemcs?    As  a  reuon  for  doing 


this — for  calling  for  the    interrention  of 

Parliament  after  mature  conaideration,  I 
will  first  state  that  there  has  been  a  grefti 
change  of  circumstances  since  manj'  of 
those  parties  committed  themselveB  to  their 
engagements.  In  the  first  place,  I  t&ke 
an  authority  on  which,  I  beUere,  this 
House,  or  a  Committee  of  this  Honae,  ia 
acting,  in  coming  to  a  decision  apon  ft 
Bill  brought  before  them.  I  understand 
that  when  Mr.  Brunei,  a  gentleman  whcMe 
name  must  bo  familiar  to  the  Honae  from 
his  great  ahiUty  and  experience,  and  from 
the  great  acuteness  he  haa  always  exhibitMl 
whenever  1  have  heard  him  give  his  opinion 
upon  railway  matters,  upon  being  examined 
by  the  London  and  Oxford  Railway  Cod»- 
mittee,  gave  this  evidence  : — 

"  The  prices  have  so  increased  unce  Acts  wera 
obtained,  that  the  linea  mentioned  above  the  Ox. 
ford  acd  Worcester,  and  the  Oxford  and  Rugbj, 
cannot  be  constructed  at  tin  eitinuted  price." 
And  he  considered  that  the  construction  of 
the  railway  would  be  50  per  cent  more 
than  at  that  time  last  year.  Then  it  ia 
stated,  that — 

"  Ac  that  point  ofthe  proceedings  the  chaimuB 
■aid  the  Committee  thou  j;ht  it  unneceisary  to  hear 
any  more  evidence  respecting'  the  Oxford  and 
Worcester  Railway;  and,  after  the  room  had  been 
cleared  a  tew  minutes,  the  chairman  stated  that 
the  Committee  considered  that  the  preamble  of 
Che  Bill  (the  London  and  Oifbrd)  wm  not  proved.*' 
Now,  if  there  he  so  material  an  increase 
in  the  cost  of  all  articles  necessary  in  the 
construction  of  railways — such  as  iron, 
labour,  &,c.,  of  course  the  estimates  for 
making  these  railways  must  he  increased, 
and  the  actual  cost  must  be  greatly  in- 
creased ;  whilst  the  prospect  of  profit* 
must  bo  in  a  proportionate  degree  dimin- 
ished; and  that  circumstance  alone — 1  do 
not  say  precisely — might  justify  the  Houae 
giving  to  those  parties  the  opportunity 
a  nesh  eon- 


of  saying  whether  o 
sideration  of  their  i 
of  eventual  gain,  they  still  wish  to  t 
Parliament  to  pass  the  Bill  for  any  parti- 
cular railway.  I  find  it  also  stated  in  the 
same  paper  to  which  I  referred  for  Mr. 
Brunei's  evidence,  in  a  copy  of  an  adrer^ 
tisemont  of  the  London  and  York  Riulwftj, 
that  this  increase  in  the  cost  of  many  arti- 
cles  necessary  in  the  construction  of  rail- 
ways has  produced  such  an  effect  in  reaped 
to  many  railway  schemea  that  they  have 
been  abandoned.  I  have  here  a  liat  of 
several  railways,  with  the  amounts  paid 
for  premiums  per  share  in  1845,  before 
the  Bin  was  oot^ned ;  and  the  diaconnt 
per  share  in  1846,  when  the  calk  wera 
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bung  mada ;  and  I  think  from  the  mature 
eoosiderotion  of  some  of  these  cues,  where 
Aots  hare  been  actually  obtained,  and 
where,  in  c<HiBequence  of  this  increased 
coat  or  mcreased  competition,  there  has 
been  a  very  material  difference  between 
the  sum  pud  as  a  premium  when  owerj- 
thing  appeared  prospereus  before  the 
Bill  wae  obtained,  and  that  which  con 
now  be  realized  by  the  unfortunate  per- 
sons who  pnrchoeed  those  shares — they 
might  draw  some  most  useful  conclusions. 
It  is  stated  that  in  the  case  of  the  Caledo- 
nian Rulway,  101.  per  share  was  piud  up; 
that  the  premium  in  1845,  before  the  Bill 
woe  obtsined,  was  121.  per  share;  and  that 
the  discount  now  per  shore  is  32. 6(.  There 
are  Boveral  other  railways  mentioned  in 
this  paper,  but  I  will  not  trouble  the  Honse 
by  reading  them.  They  are  published, 
and  the  names  are  given;  but  in  erery 
case  it  appears  that  there  were  consider- 
able premiums  paid  on  the  shares  before 
the  Bills  were  obtained,  but  that  those 
shares  are  now  at  a  great  discount.  These 
are  the  cases  of  Bills  that  have  already  ob- 
tained  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  With 
respect  to  the  Bills  now  in  progress  through 
tho  Le^slature,  I  apprehend  the  same  ob- 
servations will  strictly  apply;  that  there 
ara  many  railways  projected  in  October, 
184v>,  in  respect  to  which  the  sum  now  to 
be  realized  by  the  sale  of  shares  differs 
most  materially  from  that  which  was  piud 
in  October,  1845.  And  again,  as  I  ap- 
prehend our  object  is  not  to  encourage  en- 
terprises wfaich  are  unprofitable  to  the  par- 
ties who  engage  in  them — that  very  fact 
is  another  reason  why  we  should  give  the 
parties,  under  certun  restrictions,  and  with 
due  precautions,  the  opportunity  of  recon- 
sidenng  their  position,  and  apprising  us  of 
their  present  views  with  regard  to  the  Bills 
in  which  they  are  interested.  I  have  men- 
tioned, thcmore,  three  considerations 
which  ought  to  have  great  weight  with 
the  House.  First,  the  enorrooos  amount 
of  capital  which,  whatever  deduction  you 
may  make  from  the  number  of  Bills,  must 
still  he  pledged  bj  Parliament  to  railway 
enterprise  in  the  course  of  the  present 
Session,  is  one  consideration  why  we  should 
entertain  some  such  plan  as  that  which  I 
am  about  to  bring  nnoer  the  notice  of  the 
House;  another  reason  is  the  increased 
cost  of  the  articles  nsed  in  the  construc- 
tion of  railways;  and  a  third  is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  present  value  of  the 
shares  in  railways  from  that  which  they 
realized  when  they  were  first  projected.  I 
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think  I  may  mention  as  a  fourth  reason, 
that  which  I  tmderstand  to  be  the  cose — 
namely,  the  vriUingaeBs  and  even  the 
anxious  desire  of  many  parties  to  reheve 
themselves  from  those  engagements,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  projecte  in  which  they 
have  embarked.  I  understand  that,  in  re- 
spect of  many  undertakings,  there  is,  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  committed  to  the 
payment  of  the  deposits  and  the  expenses 
that  must  necessarily  be  incurred,  a  sincere 
desire  to  have  the  opportunity  of  releasing 
themselves  from  those  engagements;  and  I 
must  say  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
law  with  respect  to  inchoate  railway  com' 
ponies,  I  am  not  surprised  at  this.  I  think 
tbot  the  present  state  of  the  law  with  re- 
spect to  inchoate  companies  ought  not  long 
to  be  continued.  The  liabilities  of  the 
parties  ore  anything  but  well  defined.  The 
powers  of  the  directors  or  provisional  com- 
mittees are  very  great;  and,  so  for  as  I 
can  judge,  there  is  no  very  effectual  con- 
trol over  the  acts  of  those  provisional 
committees.  I  have  received  a  letter 
which  1  shall  have  no  objection  to  show  to 
any  hon.  Member.  I  should  be  sony  to 
quote  any  information  of  the  kind  which  it 
communicates  without  giving  up  my  on- 
thority;  and  therefore  1  sholl,  of  course, 
be  reody  to  show  the  original  letter  which 
I  have  received  in  respect  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  several  of  these  committees.  And 
if  the  statements  contained  in  this  letter 
are  correct,  there  are  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the 
management  of  their  af^rs  by  innocent 
and  helpless  subscribers,  which  I  think  do 
require  some  permanent  Parliamentary  re- 
gulations. I  shall  not  give  the  names  of 
the  companies,  though  the  names  of  the 
companies  are  given  in  the  letter  addressed 
to  me.  The  party  who  addresses  it  states 
that  he  is  in  a  position  to  enable  me  to 
vouch  for  its  truth.  I  cannot  undertake 
to  answer  for  the  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ments. All  I  con  do  is  that  which  1  think 
every  body  qnoting  information  of  this  kind 
is  bound  to  do — namely,  give  up  the  name 
of  the  party  by  whom  the  information  haa 
been  commomcated,  and  that  I  am  pre- 
pared to  do.  This  gentleman  states 
in  his  letter,   which    I   received  yester- 

Ona  af  the  gresteit  deceptions  of  the  new  com- 
pmnies  bu  been  the  holdin;;  back  of  largo  portioni 
ofthe  dburci" — (that  In,  tho  ahnrei  formi>d  bjtha 
proTiiJonal  oommittiv.  that  committee  inviting 
penous  in  all  districts  of  the  country  to  coniniit 
(hcni>dTci  BB  parties  to  companiea  hereafter  to  bo 
establislicd) — "  One  of  the  gtcatesC  deceptions  of 
2G 


899  Bailway  BitU.  {C0UH0N8}  Arilway  .BJUf.  900 

to  deaeribe.  1  hope  that  trill  not  be  the 
case.  I  hope  that  persons  will  not  be  in- 
fluenced bj  such  motives.     But  if  pcnaoa 


the  Dew  BoiDpuiiet  hiM  been  tha  holding  buik  of 
large  portions  oF  the  «huai,  for  the  purpota  of  rig- 
ging tlio  market,  and  pocketing  premium!  at  the 
exprnsc  oftlie  public.  I  w[11  instance  a  few  out  of 
tlio  coniitlras  number  of  the  railway  ri([«  that  have 

been  played.   In  tbe unly  43.0(10  out  offiD.DOO 

iharcD.  1  undentond,  wore  iuued,  the  other  6000 
being  kept  back  though  the  sharei  were  at  a  high 
premium,  and  application!  out  of  cumber  Ibr  them. 

In 10,000  out  of  the  100,000  were  reierredby 

the  dircrtori  abore  the  number  [xld  on. had 

onEy  £5.000  out  of  1 00,000  iharea  iuued,  tbongli 
the  iliares  were  also  at  1|  to  2  premium. 
There  arc  umo   &cts  connected   with   Ihia  line 

wliieh   I  could  not  trust  on  paper.     The  

reserved  an  enormoua  number  of  shares,  not- 
wilbstanding  hnndreda  of  thousands  more  than 
the  whole  number  of  ■barei  in  the  company  were 

applied  for.    In  the  about  one  half  of  tba 

aharea  were  kept  back, the  market  rigged  to  B^.  or 
'Ji  premium,  and  then  certain  of  the  directors  sold 
to  their  friends,  as  CiToun,  shares  at,  I  bclicTe,  81. 
or  4/.  premium;  a  part  of  which  premium  they 
were  compelled  to  give  back  on  the  breaking  up 
of  the  company.  But  the  last  ii  the  most  extra- 
ordinary of  all.    In  the  several  thouaand 

pounds  of  the  deposits  were  taken  out  of  the 
bankers'  hands  to  rig  the  market." 
Tbnt  is  to  say,  the  shareholders  and  scrip- 
holders  in  these  schemes  having  paid  10^ 
per  cent,  there  was  a  sum  of  20,0001. 
paid  into  the  bankers,  and  I  am  told  that 
that  money  was  taken  out  and  invested  in 
the  purchase  of  shares  wherever  shares 
could  be  got;  that,  in  consequence, 
shores  rose  to  very  high  prices,  and  then 
the  rcHcrred  shares  were  sold  in  the  mar 
ket  at  higher  prices— that  higher  prici 
having  been  obtained  in  consequence  of 
the  application  of  the  deposits,  and  the  di 
rectors  having  pocketed  the  premium. 
vas  told  this  day  that  a  gentleman,  and,  to 
my  surprise,  a  lawyer,  applied  to  a  certain 
committee  for  some  shares;  that  he  was 
told  by  the  company  all  the  shares  were 
gone — there  was  not  a  share  left;  but 
upon  further  inquiry  he  ascertained  that 
not  a  single  share  bad  been  issued,  and 
yet  the  answer  uuivcrsBlly  returned  was, 
that  all  tbe  shares  were  bought  up,  and 
that  was  for  the  purpose  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  impression  on  the  part  of  the 
public  that  the  shares  were  in  such  requi- 
sition, and  then  the  sharcB  were  issued.  I 
believe  these  proceedings  have  not  bees 
proc^sed  by  any  respectable  companies; 
out  that  they  have  been  very  general  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt,  I  may  be  told 
that  scripholders  will  not  come  forward  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  tbe 
Bill;  that  a  feeling  of  abamo  will  deter 
many;  and  that  these  persona,  having  en- 
tered into  certain  speculations,  will  be 
afraid  that  their  cretUt  will  be  injured  by 
coming  forward  in  tbe  maimer  I  am  about 


will  not  avail  themselves  of  tho  opportunity 
now  given  them  by  the  Legislature,  it  can- 
not save  them,  for  their  names  arc  prettj 
well  known,  I  imagine,  in  their  own  neigh- 
bourhood, and  they  will  not  gain  much. 
And  if,  when  Parliament  gives  them  the 
opportunity,  they   refuse  from  any    snch 
motive  as  I  have  described  to  accept  it, 
they  ought  to  be  the  objects  of  no  sympa- 
thy from  us.     AH  wo  can  do  is  to  giva 
them  an  opportunity  of  stating, — "  In  n 
moment  of  excitement  I  speculated  to  » 
greater  extent  than  was  prudent,  and   I 
shall  bo  glad  if  Parliament  will  give  me 
the  opportunity  of  releasing  myself  from 
my  engagcmonta. "     And  I  think  no  falsa 
sense  of  shame  should  deter  any  persons 
from  taking  advantage  of  our  present  pro- 
posal.    But  if  it  should  appear  that  provi- 
sional committees  and  directors  traffic  in 
shares  in  order  to  overpower  tho  sense  of 
shareholders,  at  the  meetings  proposed  to 
be  held,  and  if  undue  means  be  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  inten- 
tion of  the  House  with  respect  to  these 
Railway  Bills,   I  don't  believe  that  such 
parties  will  be  exempt  from  Parliamentary 
mquiry.     If  these  measures,  as  the  foun- 
dation  of  our    legislation  upon    inchoate 
companies,  are  by  any  such  methods  made 
unavailing,  it  wiU  be  the  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment to  expose  these  transactions  and  lay 
them  bare  before  the  world  as  an  example 
to  parties  inclined  to  speculate,  and  aa  n 
gnide   and  a  warning  to  them.     Then, 
again.  Sir,  the  law  is  in  an  nn satisfactory 
state  in  respect  of  snch  rulway  compa- 
nies.    Now,  I  believe,  in  respect  of  com* 
panics  that  have  not  got  thrar  Bill,  that  in 
nine  out  of  ten  of  them  the  directors  haro 
not  the  power  to  dissolve  the  company.     I 
believe  the  general  pilnciple  of  law  to  be 
this,  not  perhaps  resting  upon  statute,  hot 
on  common  law — that  if  every  party  with* 
out  exception  does  not  agree  Uiereto — that 
if  all  the  scripholders  ate  not  nnaiumetta— 
company  cannot  be  dissolved.     But  if 
law  requires  nnanimity,  it  is  clear  that 
nimity  in  these  cases  is  unattainable. 
In  the  iBrst  place,  tho  original  ahareholden 
are  not  the  present  ones.     There  has  boeit 
a  transfer  of  scrip,  and  in  any  ona  oaae,  if 
there  is  an  interruption  of  tlte  unanimity, 
it  is  impossible  (e  dissolve  the  oompany. 
It  may  be  that  by  some  oompsnieB,  m 
their  original  deeds,  a  power  has  oeen  pro- 
vidently taken  to  diaiolre;  but  I  bdiers 
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that  the  power  exisU  upon  the  oHginal 
ooDb«ot  deed  in  the  oaae  of  very  few  com- 
DKiueB  indeed.  In  the  caae  of  moit  the 
direetora  hare  trndcrtaken  to  aee  their  beet 
efforts  to  procure  the  aaaeut  of  Parliament 
tb  their  Bill,  and  in  many  oaaea  no  limita- 
tion to  the  time  fbr  pracuriag  that  asaent 
hat  been  fixed.  So  that  it  does  not  at  oU 
fbtlow  that  the  rejection  of  a  Bill  in  the 
preaent  Sesaion  would  enable  the  diieotora 
to  diasohe  tiiA  company,  nor  eren  wonld 
the  continuona  rejection  of  It  for  four  or 
five  jeara  enable  them  to  diaaolve.  If  that 
be  so — if  diere  be  no  inherent  power  to 
diaeolTe,  eicept  in  eniAin  apecial  eaaea, 
where  the  ori^al  deed  provides  for  it — 
and  if  the  power  of  the  soripholden  over 
those  directors  and  prorisional  commit- 
tees is  so  imperfect,  is  it  not  another 
strong  reason  for  Parliament  ^ving  to 
those  parties  power  to  release  themaelres 
from  those  engagements  f  What  we  shall 
do  hereafter  is  a  question  which  is  well 
deserving  matnre  eonsideration.  I  only 
attempt  to  deal  witii  the  present  and  press- 
ing emergency;  and  die  measnre  which  I 
shall  hare  to  propose  on  the  part  of  tha 
Government  will  be  in  reference  only  to 
present  circumstances.  But  I  do  think 
the  consideration  of  the  law  as  applicable 
to  rulway  oompaniea  !s  a  sabjeot  well 
deserving  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
There  have  been  recent  discnisiona  in  the 
conrts  of  law  on  the  matter;  and  the 
House  will  recollect  what  are  the  provi- 
sions which  hare  received  the  sanction  of 
Parliament  with  respect  to  the  regulati 
of  joint-stock  companies,  an  Act  having 
pauedon  the  subject  reryreoendj — the  7th 
and  8th  of  the  preaent  Queen — with  several 
usefdl  provisions.  That  Act  provides  with 
respect  to  all  joint-stock  companies,  railway 
companies  included,  tiiat  there  shall  be  a  pro- 
visiMial  registration  previous  to  any  appli- 
cation being  made  by  the  company  to  Par- 
liament. Whh  rospect  to  joint-stock  com- 
panies whioh  do  not  require  the  sanction 
of  Parliament,  that  Act  provides  that  there 
ahonld  be  also  a  second  and,  as  it  is  called, 
a  complete  rogisb-ation;  and  after  the  com- 
plete registration  and  the  requisite  signa- 
tures being  formally  giren,  the  companies 
may  be  constitated,  and  the  directors  hare 
the  power  to  sot;  but  nntit  this  second  act 
of  complete  rogistration  is  performed,  the 
power  of  the  directors  is  circumscribed 
within  narrow  limits.  The  regulatio 
the  proviuonal  registra^n  applies  to  all 
companies;  but  it  has  been  decided  that 
the  complete  legisttatioa  i»  not  neoeiHry 


the  ease  of  raJhrays,  and  of  all  thosa 
enterprises  which  require  the  sanction  of 
Parliament,  which  latter  stands  in  the  place 
of  complete  regiatration,  though  that  was, 
I  believe,  contemplated  by  the  Act.  This 
oneation  has  recently  aris^,  and  has  be«i 
decided  by  the  Court  of  Eiohcqutf.  The 
question,  which  is  a  most  important  one, 
was  whether  or  no  a  transfer  of  the  shares 
of  tm  inchoate  rulway  company,  in  other 
words,  the  sale  of  scrip,  was  a  valid  trans- 
action, to  whioh  legal  effect  could  be  giren. 
The  plaintiff  brought  an  action  for  the  re^ 
eorery  of  a  certun  sum  for  the  sale  of  the 
scrip  of  railway  companies  which  had  hem 
prariaionally  registered.  The  allegation 
of  the  defendant  waa,  that  the  7th  and  8tk 
of  Victoria  included  rulway  companiea  aa 
well  as  other  joint-stock  companies,  and  in 
eoitaequence  that  the  sale  of  scrip  waa  an 
illegal  IraBaactioD  |  the  rwlway  company 
not  having  been  eompletcly  registered. 
But  it  was  decided  by  the  Omirt  of  Bxche- 
qoer — Sir  Frederiek  Pollock  giving  the 
judgment — that  the  Act  exempted  railway 
oompanies  from  the  necesuty  of  eompleting 
the  registration,  and  the  plea  was  accord- 
ingly overruled.  The  legal  effect  of  that 
judgment  waa  to  establish  the  {mnciple 
that  the  sole  of  the  scrip  of  railway  com- 
panies which  hod  not  been  completely  re- 
gistered waa  a  legal  transaction;  and  that 
parties  suing  on  such  a  claim  could  recover. 
There  hare  been  some  doubts  raised  in  a 
court  of  equity  about  the  strict  state  of  the 
eontraet,  which  aro  adverse  to  that  deci- 
sion) but  stilt  we  must  at  present  assume 
that  the  sale  of  scrip  is  a  perfectly  valid 
transaction.  Under  theae  ciroumstancei 
— in  this  state  of  the  law  with  respect  to 
railway  matters — Her  Hajesty'e  Qorem- 
ment  feel  it  Uieir  duty,  weQ  knowing  that 
it  ia  a  ease  of  great  difficulty,  and  believ- 
ing it  to  be  possible  that  the  particular 
measure  they  propose  may  be  open  in 
some  places  to  exception,  and  in  other* 
poBubly  to  amendment;  still  they  hare  felt 
it  their  duty,  seeing  the  evil  effects  which 
such  improvident  speculation  is  producing 
upon  the  general  state  of  mercantile  a^ 
fairs,  and  foreseeing  the  evil  effects  which. 
may  arise  from  an  improrident  sanc- 
tion of  those  BiDs  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment, to  originate  the  proposition  for  inter- 
ference which  I  submit  to  the  House.  I 
believe  the  present  is  the  period  when  that 
proposition  for  interference  ia  likely  to  be 
moat  farourably  received.  I  doubt  much 
whether  it  would  have  been  ao  at  an  earlier 
period,     I  think  the  presumption  in  fvrmt 
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generally  of  non-interference  on  the  part  of 
tlie  Lugialaturc  with  enteq)riaes  of  private 
epeculation  would  liave  prevailed  against 
any  propoeition  on  the  part  of  the  Govem- 
ment  at  a  period  when  the  sense  of  pre- 
sent evil,  and  the  prospect  of  greater,  was 
IcBB  strong  than  at  present.  As  1  said 
before,  we  do  not  propose  to  throw  onj  ar- 
bitrary obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  progress 
of  measures;  but  we  propose  to  consult  the 
interests  and  wishes  of  the  parlies  inter- 
ested; and  to  necertun  whether  the  ex- 
pression of  those  wishes  may  not  in  itself 
interpose  a  useful  check  against  superfluous 
railway  legislation.  Wo  propose  to  remedy 
the  defect  in  the  Uw  with  respect  to  the 
dissolution  of  companies;  and  we  will  im- 
mediately bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  in  the 
case  of  all  inchoate  railway  companies  pro- 
TisioDoUy  registered,  namely,  of  all  compa- 
nies whether  they  have  presented  a  petition 
to  Parliament,  or  made  any  progress  with  a 
Bill,  or  are  suspending  their  proceedings — 
to  provide,  with  respect  to  all  such  railway 
companies,  without  exception,  that  a  power 
be  givcu  to  tlic  sciipholders  to  dissolve  the 
company  under  certain  circumstances.  We 
propose  to  proceed,  first  by  a  Bill,  and  next 
by  the  Sessional  Order  which  I  laid  upon 
the  Table  on  Tuesday  night.  The  BiU 
will  give  the  power  of  dissolution.  We 
propose  to  enable  a  small  number,  say  five 
Bcripholders,  to  address  a  requisition  to  the 
directors — I  mean  the  managing  commit- 
tee of  the  company — a  requisition  to  them 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  scripbolders.  The 
committee  are  to  announce  their  intention 
of  holding  a  meeting  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  give  all  parties  the  opportunity  of  attend- 
ing. I  propose  to  make  it  obligatory  upon 
the  managing  committee  to  call  such  meet- 
ing, and  to  give  previously  due  notice 
thereof.  If  the  managing  committee  re- 
fuse to  call  the  meeting,  there  will  be  pro- 
Tisions  to  insure  the  holding  of  the  meeting. 
Then,  in  case  there  shall  attend  that  meet- 
ing a  certain  number  of  scripbolders — 
either  the  original  scripbolders  or  the  pre- 
sent BCriphotdcrs — if  the  persons  attending 
that  meeting,  or  voting  by  proxy,  represent 
more  than  half  the  shares  originally  issued, 
tiiat  majority  may  at  once  determine  not 
to  go  on.  But  as  there  maybe  a  difficulty 
in  having  a  meeting  representing  more 
than  half  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  com- 
pany, we  propose  that  a  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  representing  one-third  of  the 
capital  slock  of  the  company,  may  resolve 
upon  a  dissolution,  provided  three-fifths  of 
the  persons  present,  or  voting  by  proxy. 
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signify  their  desire  to  dissolve  the  cotnpan  j. 
Wo  take  security  for  the  meeting  not  being 
packed,  hy  requiring  that  the  Ckpitol 
represented  should  not  be  less  thftn  two- 
thirds  of  the  entire  stock  of  the  company. 
At  the  meeting,  if  the  capital  representcil 
shall  not  amount  to  one-third,  nothing  can 
be  resolved  upon.  But  we  propose  that 
there  should  then  be  an  adjournment  to 
another  day  after  due  notice;  and  that  if 
at  such  second  meeting  the  amount  of  ad- 
ditional capital  represented  shall,  when 
added  to  Uiat  at  the  first  meeting,  mkke 
together  three-fifths  of  the  one-third  pre- 
scribed, then  we  recognise  that  fts  the 
amount  required  by  the  Act.  In  order  to 
prevent  the  apphcation  of  reserved  shares 
from  being  used  unduly  to  influence  the 
decisions  of  these  meetings,  we  propose 
that  the  scrip  represented  at  the  meet- 
ing shall  have  been  issued  befor«  the 
31  st  of  March  in  the  present  ye«r. 
With  respect  to  the  scrip  which  m»y  have 
been  purchased  since,  as  there  is  no  record 
of  the  period  when  it  was  made,  there  ia 
no  power  of  deaUng  with  that :  the  only 
security  we  can  take  is  that  the  scrip  in 
respect  to  which  the  right  of  voting  accrues, 
shajl  be  scrip  which  bos  been  issued  be~ 
fore  the  attention  of  Parliament  was  called 
to  the  subject.  Ancillary  to  that  Bill  will 
be  the  Sessional  Order ;  and,  I  believe, 
some  resolution  of  the  sort  by  the  House 
of  Commons  to  be  absolutely  necessary  ; 
because  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  aware 
that  some  time  must  elapse  before  the 
passing  of  the  Bill.  Unless,  therefore,  the 
House  adopts  some  resolutions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  its  assent  to  Bills,  some  companies, 
which  I  am  sure  are  not  specimens  of  the 
general  moss  of  companies,  may,  by  their 
directors,  press  their  Bills  unduly  on  the 
consideration  of  Parliament.  It  is  the 
manifest  interest  of  some  parties  to  cany 
on  their  schemes  ;  for,  by  the  passing  of 
the  Bill,  they  are  relieved  from  a  responsi- 
hihty  which  rests  upon  them  while  it  is  in- 
choate. I  heheve  there  ore  many  instancea 
in  which,  if  a  Bill  were  passed  into  law, 
one  of  the  first  results  woidd  he  to  dissdve 
the  company ;  but  it  appears  to  me  to  b» 
unwise,  if  that  is  to  he  the  result,  to  snb- 
ject  parties  to  the  expense  of  all  those  pre- 
liminary proceedings ;  and  it  would  be  much 
better  to  give  focihtics  at  first  to  effect 
that  dissolution  which  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  I  pro- 
pose, therefore,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  resolve  that  it  will  not  ^ve  a 
third  reading  to  any  Bill,  unless  a  cectifi- 
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eate  be  sent  in  that  there  has  be^n  a  meet- 
ing of  the  compaoy,  and  that,  at  that 
meeting,  a  certain  number  of  shareholders, 
poSBesung  a  certain  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company,  declared  their  con- 
tinued assent  to  the  Bill,  and  their  desire 
that  it  should  pass.  Instead  of  detailing 
more  at  large  this  ResoIuUon  in  a  speech, 
I  have  laid  it  upon  tbe  Table;  and  I  truat 
tJie  House  is  suScieotlj  acquainted  with 
the  general  tenor  of  it  to  render  further 
ezpluiation  unnecessary.  I  believe  that 
many  Bills,  especially  such  as  are  most 
liable  to  objection,  and  by  which,  if  passed, 
the  least  of  public  benefit  would  be  at- 
tained, are  entirely  unopposed,  aud  they 
might  he  incautiously  passed  from  that 
vety  circumstance.  Our  legislation  would 
therefore  be  incomplete,  unless  we  were  to 
hty  down  some  rule  upon  tbe  subject.  But, 
independently  of  that  consideration,  looking 
at  the  amount  of  capital,  at  tbe  understood 
willingness  of  many  to  release  themselTes 
from  their  obligations,  and  at  the  public 
benefit  likely  to  result  from  the  course  I 
recommend,  I  think  ample  ground  exists 
for  the  Resolution.  One  single  proof,  per- 
haps the  most  striking  that  could  he  ad- 
duced, I  may  be  allowed  to  offer.  There 
is,  within  twenty-five  miles  of  this  place,  a 
valley  through  which  it  is  proposed  that 
eleven  different  rulways  shall  pass;  there 
•re  eleven  different  registered  provisional 
companies  for  the  purpose  of  execut- 
ing those  lines;  it  is  almost  impossible 
^at  Parliament  could  assent  to  more  than 
one  line  passing  through  tbe  valley;  and 
in  consequence  of  the  present  state  of 
tite  law,  there  will  be  remaining  ten  rail- 
way companies,  constituted  for  an  imprac- 
ticable purpose,  with  respect  to  which 
there  exists  no  power  of  dissolution.  That 
fact  alone  calls  for  some  immediate  remedy 
in  favour  of  giving  a  power  to  parties  to 
dissolve  theii"  companies.      That  legislative 

£ower  would  necessarily  be  incomplete,  un- 
ss  we  resolve  to  have  that  additional  evi- 
dence of  the  desire  of  the  parties  to  pro- 
ceed with  their  Bill  which  would  be  afford- 
ed by  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders.  I 
again  say,  that  I  am  most  deeply  sensible 
of  the  great  importance  and  difficulty  of 
the  subject ;  but  I  thought  it  infinitely 
better,  instead  of  again  proposing  a  Com- 
mittee, to  make  on  the  part  of  Government 
n  distinct  and  definite  proposition.  I  have 
done  so  with  a  full  knowledge  of  tbe  incon- 
venience tbftt  might  result  from  non-inter- 
vention, and  with  a  strong  conviction  that 
the  intervention  1  propose  is  perfectly  legi- 
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timate.  It  establishes  no  dangerous  prin- 
ciple of  interference  with  the  application  of 
private  capital,  and,  on  the  whole,  if  as- 
sented to  by  the  House,  it  is  likely  to  re- 
lease for  other  enterprises  a  vast  amount 
of  money  now  locked  up,  and  the  want  of 
which  is  paralysing  all  commercial  trans- 
actions. To  persevere  in  many  of  these 
schemes  would  only  lead  to  unprofitable 
expenditure — to  the  payment  of  engineers, 
of  solicitors,  and  of  witnesses,  in  cases 
which  would  not  finally  receive  tbe  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament ;  the  Bills  must  he  sub- 
mitted to  tbe  consideration  of  the  House, 
whatever  might  be  its  decision.  I  am  sa- 
tisfied, and  I  trust  tbe  House  will  be  satis- 
fied also,  that  Her  Uajesty's  Government 
have  done  their  duty  in  thinking  that  no 
firtber  time  ought  to  be  lost  iu  bringing 
this  important  matter  before  the  House. 
I,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  move  the  first 
Resolution. 

The  following  is  the  whole  series  of 
Resolutions  as  thoy  were  moved  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  assented  to  by  the 
House :— 

Retohied — "  That  this  House  will  not  read  a 
third  timo  aay  Bill  to  empower  any  Companr 
(whether  intended  to  be  incorporated  by  such  Bill, 
or  ■Iresdf  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament),  to 
construct  a  Railway,  unlom,  three  clear  days  be- 
fore the  third  reading,  there  shall  have  been  de- 
posiled  at  the  Private  Bill  Office,  there  Co  be  open 
to  the  inapcctioD  of  all  partiei,  a  certiScate  signed 
and  authenticated  in  maaaer  hereinafUir  mention- 
ed, and  compriaing  the  particular!  hereinafter  ei- 
preoed.  and  stating  the  following  facts,  vii. : 

"1.  Thatacopy of theBi]l«aasubniitt«dtathe 
coniidcratioD  of  a  meeting  of  the  holdera  of  tcrip, 
or  of  Banliors'  raceipti  for  scrip,  of  tlia  Company, 
or  (in  case  of  a  Company  alreaidy  incorporated]  of 
the  Shareholders  or  Stockholders  of  the  Company, 
specially  called  for  that  purpose. 

"  2.  That  such  meeting  was  called  by  sdrortise- 
meats,  inserted  once  in  each  of  two  conseculiva 
weeks  in  the  London  Gaiette  (if  the  Railway  bs 
an  English  Railway),  or  in  the  London  and  Edin- 
burgh Gaieties  (if  the  Railway  be  a  Scolch  Rail- 
way), or  in  tho  London  and  the  Dublin  GaietUs 
(if  tho  Railway  be  an  Irish  Railway),  and  in  each 
case  in  .it  least  three  London  daily  newspapers, 
and  not  tesK  than  three  times  in  each  such  paper, 
in  each  of  such  two  consecutire  weeks ;  and  in 
caso  the  Railway  be  a  Scotch  Railway,  not  less 
than  three  times  in  each  of  two  Edinburgh  news- 
papers in  each  of  such  two  consecutive  weeks  : 
and  in  case  the  Railway  bo  an  Irish  Railway,  not 
*   n  three  times  in  each  of  two  Dublin  dailji 
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weeks. 


In  the  case  of  tho  Company  being  intended 
to  be  incorporated  by  tho  Bill : — Tlial  such  meet- 
ing was  constituted  of  persons  producing  thereat 
■crip,  or  Bankers'  receips  for  soHp,  of  tho  Com- 
pany represenliog  not  less  than  one-third  part  of 
the  whole  capital  proposed  to  bo  raised  by  tho 
Company  undor  tho  Bill  (such  scrip  having  been 
actually  iasoed,  or  the  depouti  in  respect  thereof 
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luviDg  been  paid  befora  the  Slit  of  H&Kli  in  the 
pment  year). 

"  1.  In  the  eaie  of  the  Companj  being  already 
inoorporatcd : — That  nich  meeting  wag  held,  except 
wobiat'u  herein  otherwiMt  provided,  Boeordin;  to 
the  conititution  of  the  Company,  and  ma  coniti- 
tntcd  of  Shareholders  or  Stockboldcn  thereof 
competent  to  vote  at  the  ordinary  meetings  of  the 
Company,  aod  rcpr^scntiug  either  personallj  or 
u  proxies  not  lesa  than  one-third  part  of  the 
Thole  capital  or  atock  of  tlie  Company. 

"  B.  liiat  at   inch   meeting  the  Bill  na  ap- 

Ced  of  by  persona  producinf;  ttiereat  scrip,  or 
ters'  receipts  for  scrip,  equal  to  at  least  thrce- 
flflba  of  the  total  amount  of  Krip,  or  Bankers' 
reeeipts  for  scrip,  produced  at  the  meeting :  or,  in 
the  ease  of  a  Company  already  ineorporated,  by 
three-fiAhs  at  leart  of  the  meetini;,  the  rotes  being 
girea  and  computed  according  to  the  oonstitutioo 
of  the  Company. 

"  S.  Tliat  those  cases  in  which  the  Bill  Is  pro- 
moted by  an  incorporated  Company,  but  the  par- 
ties interested  are  htriders  of  scrip  whieb  it  ia  pro- 
posed shall  be  cooTOrlod  into  shares  or  stock,  or 
otherwise  become  portion  of  the  interest  of  the  in- 
corporated Company  on  the  pasting  of  the  Bill, 
and  contingently  only  on  that  event,  shal)  for  the 
purposcB  of  this  Itesolution  be  deemed  to  be  oases 
of  Companies  not  yet  incorporated. 

RaUeed — "  That  for  the  purposes  of  this  Re- 
•olution  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Chairman  of 
any  meeting  called  in  pursuance  thereof,  in  the 
event  of  the  above  prescribod  quorum  of  scrip, 
shares,  or  stock  (as  the  case  may  be),  not  being 
Rpriisontcd  at  such  meeting,  to  cause  the  votes  of 
the  persons  constituting  the  said  meeting,  approi 
ing  or  not  approving  of  the  Bill,  to  be  UlcD  and 
recorded,  aud  then  to  adjourn  the  same  to 
day,  hour,  and  place  to  be  declared  by  the  Chaii^ 
man,  iuch  day  not  being  less  than  three  days,  and 
not  mure  than  one  week,  from  the  original  day  of 
meeting  ;  and  such  day,  hour,  and  place  beine,  ' 
the  meantime,  advertised  twice  in  each  of  thr 
London  daily  nevspaperf,  or  in  the  Edinburgh 
Dublin  newspapers,  as  above  directed  in  the  cs 
of  Scotch  or  Irish  Railways  :  and  at  such  adjoui 
ed  meeting  it   shall  also  he  competent  to   t 
Chnirman  thereof  to  cause  to  be  taken  and  i 
corded  the  votes  of  such  of  the  persons  cooatiti 
ing  the  same  as  have  not  voted  at  the  original 
meeting  i  and  the  total  amount  of  votes  ^iten  at 
the  original  and  at^umed  meeting  shall  be 
ccivecl  ns  if  given  at  one  and  the  same  meeting 

Btnlotd—"  That  such  certificate  shall  also 
comprise,  in  a  tabular  form,  the  foUowiag  par- 

"  1.  The  day,  timo,  and  place  of  the  meeting, 
and  of  the  a^ioumed  meeting  (if  any). 

"  3.  The  dates  of  inaenion  of  the  advertise- 
ments for  the  meeting,  and  the  names  of  the  news- 
papers in  which  they  were  in*crtod. 

"  3.  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  pe 
producing  scrip,  or  Bankers'  receipt!  for  scrip,  at 
the  meeting,  acciM^Ung  to  the  statemeBts  of  such 
persons  : 

"  Or,  in  the  case  of  a  Company,  already  in- 
corporated, 

"  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  Shareholders, 
or  Stockholders,  present  at  the  meeting,  according 
to  the  register  book  of  names  and  addreaiet. 

"4.  The  denoting  numbers,  if  any,  of  the  I 
■nd  in  the  case  of  Bankers'  receipts,  the  nan 
tbe  jmMM  from  whom  the  ^po^  ia  tharein 


kted  to  be  rMCived,  and  the  amount  of  tte  Kiip 

d  receipts  respectively  prodnoed  bf  the  person* 

producing  the  same  at  the  meeting : 

"  Or,  in  the  case  of  a  Compuiy  already  ia- 
eorporated, 

"  The  respretive  amonnta  of  sharee  or  stoA 
held  or  represented  by  tbe  Shaitdiolder*  or  Stoek' 
holders  attending  the  meeting. 

"  S.  The  fact  of  the  approval  or  non-sppmval 
of  the  Bill  {as  the  case  may  be)  by  the  serenJ 
persons  producing  scrip  or  inkers'  reeeipa  at  tin 
meeting,  or  by  the  several  Sharehtddera  or  Stock- 
holders attending  tbe  meeting. 

"  6.  The  total  amount  of  scrip  and  Bankers' 
receipts  produced  at  such  meeting,  and  the 
amount  thereof  produced  by  the  persona  apprav- 
ingoftheBiU: 

"  Or,  in  the  CHe  of  a  Company  tixttAj  in- 
corporated, 

"  The  total  amount  of  shares  or  atoek  rapre- 
ssntcd,  either  in  person  or  by  preiy,  at  the  meet- 
ing, and  the  amount  thert^of  so  reptvMnted  by 
persons  approving  of  the  Bill. 

"  1.  The  total  amount  of  tlie  oapital  propoeed 


eorporated, 

"  The  total  amount  of  the  oapital  or  (faMk  «r 
snob  Company. 

Baohtd — "  That  such  certiSoate  shall  b*  sign- 
ed by  the  Chairman  of  tbe  meeting  and  by  one  of 
the  solicitors  of  tho  Company  ;  and  the  authenti- 
city of  such  certificate  shall  be  veriBed  by  tbe 
iignatore  of  the  Parliamentary  Agent  ctepoating 
the  same. 

Ra^Btd—"  That  these  BesoluUon*  ihall  not 
apply  to  any  Bill,  the  Third  B«ading  of  which  it 
flj»d  for  Monday  next." 

Hb.  FRENCH  Tished  to  c&U  tbe  %it«n- 
tion  of  tho  right  hon.  B&ronet  aod  ller 
Majesty's  OoTemment  to  tlie  injiutice,  in 
relatioD  to  the  railwaje  propoeed  to  be  con- 
structed in  Ireland,  of  passing  the  Resoln- 
tjoa  as  st  present  worded.  At  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  Session,  such  had  been 
the  anxiety  professed  by  the  House  to  ex- 
tend the  advantages  of  railway  commonica- 
tion  to  Ireland,  that  the  pririlegee  of  the 
House  were  placed  in  abeyance  ;  and  to 
ensure  their  speedily  passing  into  law  the 
Irish  Railway  Bills  were  sent',  in  the  fint 
instance,  into  the  other  House  of  Pnriia* 
mcnt.  There  were  forty-threo  Irish  Rul- 
way  Bills  now  before  the  House  of  Lords, 
five  of  which  were  waiting  for  a  third  nad- 
ing.  He  trusted  the  promoten  of  theae 
Bills  might  not  be  placed  in  a  situation  of 
peculiar  hardship.  If  this  Resolution  wera 
adopted,  the  Irish  Bills  now  waiting  for  a 
third  reading  in  the  House  of  Lords  wonld 
be  subjected  to  mnch  tuineoeesarj  ddaj. 
He  would  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net that  the  promoters  of  English  R^way 
Bills  originated  in  that  House  sboidd  not 
bo  required  to  cranply  with  these  Resda- 
tiona  bdive  tlw  Bills  paued  that  Homb, 
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tnit  thkt  it  ihoold  be  sofficient  for  lliein 
Ailfi]  the  conditions  now  propoied  to  be  ii 
posed  upoa  tbem  before  their  BUIb  arrired 
at  a  tbird  reading  in  tbe  House  of  Lords ; 
and  tm  tbe  other  hand  he  would  suggest 
that  the  Irish  Bills  which  had  been  origin- 
ated in  the  other  House,  and  which  were 
now  waiting  for  a  diird  reading  there, 
should  be  broi^t  down  to  this  House 
after  their  adoptton  by  the  Hoose  of  Lords, 
under  the  obligation  of  fulMlng  to  the  let- 
ter the  Resolutions  sow  under  diacussian, 
before  they  were  read  a  third  time  in  thii 
House.  The  Resolutions  required  that  no- 
tices should  be  giren  in  the  London  Cfa- 
jfette  and  the  duly  newspapers  fortwneon- 
secntire  weeks  t  and  if  this  requisition  Was 
to  be  complied  with  by  the  promoters  of 
Irish  Bills  now  ready  for  a  third  reading 
in  the  Hoose  of  Lords,  those  Bills  must  be 
delayed  for  at  least  three  weeks.  If,  how- 
erer,  those  Bills  were  allowed  to  pass  the 
other  House,  thej  might  be  brought  down 
to  this  House,  and  there  would  he  no  {noon- 
Tenieoee  in  complying  with  tbe  preliminary 
conditions  required  by  the  right  hen.  Ba- 
ronet's Resolutions  while  the  Bills  were 
proceeding  through  Committee.  This  sub- 
ject wu  undoubtedly  one  of  very  great  dlf- 


ficolty,  and  Any  plan  that  might  be  pro- 

Ksed  by  the  Government  woidd  probably 
open  to  objection.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  proposed  that  the  meetings  re- 
quired to  be  held  under  these  Resolu- 
tions should  be  attended  by  scripholders, 
and  not  by  tbe  persons  who  had  origin 
nally  signed  the  deeds,  and  to  whom 
tbe  shares  had,  in  the  first  instance, 
been  allotted.  Tbe  House  must  bear  in 
mind  that  railway  directors  were  not  bound 
either  by  their  regulations  or  their  deeds  to 
recogniseascripholder,  unless  he  were  a  sub- 
scriber, as  having  an  interest  in  tbe  under- 
taking, and  that  it  was  quite  competent  for 
them  on  obtaiiiing  their  Act  to  reAise  to 
register  such  a  person  as  a  shareholder. 
This  was  most  reasonable.  The  directors, 
in  the  first  instance,  had  the  power  of  se- 
lecting the  shareholders,  by  refusing  allot- 
ments to  those  of  whose  solvency  they 
might  reasonably  entertain  a  doubt.  If 
tbe  reeponsihle  party  so  selected  was  to 
have  the  power  of  disposing  of  his  scrip  to 
a  pauper,  and  that  the  company  was  oom- 
pelled  to  register  that  pauper,  tiie  pains 
taken  to  select  a  solvent  constituency,  and 
taken  at  a  very  considerable  expense,  would 
be  defeated.  It  was  clear  thst  the  mere 
scripbolder  had  no  Interest  in  the  under- 
tak&g  under  the  ctHnpany's  dead,  because 


the  direotoFS  might  refitse  to  register  him, 
or  give  bim  a  share,  and  in  many  cases  it 
might  be  their  bounden  so  to  do.  Now, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  probably  aware 
that  at  this  moment  a  number  of  persons 
were  pnrcbasi&g  shares  in  the  market  for 
tiie  purpose  of  dissolving  eompuiies,  with  a 
view  to  tiieir  own  profit ;  and  he  (Mr. 
French)  considered  that  such  a  class  of 
jobbers  wag  not  entitled  to  much  considera~ 
tion.  A  Dublin  stockbroker,  of  the  name 
of  Pirn,  who  was  interested  in  the  atmosphe- 
ric patent  of  the  Messrs.  Samuda,  was  en- 
deavDuring  to  get  up  a  petition,  through 
the  instrument^ty  of  Mr.  Croucher,  for 
the  dissolution  of  the  Irish  Great  Western 
Railway.  This  Ur.  Pim  endeavoured  to 
persuade  the  Cashel  Company  to  construct 
a  portion  of  their  line  on  the  hanks  of  tiie 
Grand  Canal;  a  proposition  scouted  by 
their  able  and  tnteUigent  engineer,  Sir  J. 
MaoNeill.  Ue  hod  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  puWished  prospectuses  for  the  con- 
struotion  of  an  atmospheric  nulway  to  the 
west  of  Ireland,  and  he  (Hr.  French)  be- 
lieved once  got  so  far  as  to  advertise  in  the 
papers  something  like  a  promise  of  a  com- 
pany for  this  purpose  ;  last  year  he  ex- 
pended a  couple  of  thousand  pounds  in  op- 
posing the  Galway  line,  which  sum  he  ap- 
plied to  tiie  directors  of  the  Grand  Cand 
to  be  reimhorsed.  This,  however,  they 
refused  to  do.  He  persuaded  them  this 
year  to  vote  a  thousand  pounds  for  the  sur- 
vey  of  a  line  on  their  banks,  to  be  an  at- 
mospheric one,  but  had  futed  to  get  up  a 
company  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  for 
Its  construction  i  and  judging  from  tbe  ez- 
perienee  of  the  Croydon  line,  tiiere  was  little 
chance  of  money  being  so  unprofitably  in- 
vested. He  (Mr.  French)  took  for  granted 
that  the  canal  directors  would  call  for  tbe 
repayment  of  Ibis  money,  as  their  share- 
holders had  not  now  a  chance  of  deriving 
any  benefit  hoTa  Hr.  Pirn's  projects.  Ur. 
Croucher  had  called  on  several  of  the 
shareholders  vrith  a  petition,  which  ho  re- 
quested them  to  Hgn,  and  represented  him- 
self as  coming  from  the  body  of  the  share- 
holders, although  neither  he  nor  Ur.  Pim 
held  a  share  in  the  uodertakiog.  One 
gentleman,  who  looked  over  tiie  peti- 
tion, wrote  to  him  that  he  saw  tiie  name 
Dt  a  person  attached  to  it,  who  had 
told  him  he  had  long  sinoe  disposed  of  his 
shares,  and  that  he  had  no  interest  in  the 
railway.  Was  it  foir  that  proceedings  such 
as  these  should  be  considered  as  the  acts 
of  the  hondjide  shareholders  ?  There  was 
uiotiier  dasB  of  pMwnis  interested  in  the 
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winding  up  of  tbese  nulway  projectB,  to ' 
whom  the  right  hon.  Baroact  did  not  pro- 
poee  to  afford  anj  relief.  Ho  alluded  to 
those  persons  to  whom  shares  were  origi- 
nally allotted,  but  who  had  since  disposed 
of  them  ;  they  had  relinqiashed  all  prospect 
of  gain,  hut  they  were  still  Bubject  to  lia- 
bilities which  they  were  naturally  anxiuuB 
to  escape.  Those  were  the  peraons  who, 
ia  his  opinion,  had  the  most  legitunato 
right  to  a  voice  in  deciding  whether  the 
companies  should  or  should  not  be  dis-' 
solved.  As  the  chairman  of  a  rulway 
company,  he  (Mr,  F.  French)  was  aware 
that  there  was  at  this  moment  an  active 
agency  at  work,  unconnected  with  the 
opinions  of  the  shareholders,  to  force  the 
dissolution  of  companies.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  proposed,  as  be  understood,  that 
the  meetings  to  be  held  in  conformity  with 
these  Resolutions  should  be  attended  by 
persons  representing  at  least  one-third  of 
the  capital  or  stock  of  the  companies. 
Now,  suppose  a  meeting  of  one-third  of 
the  scrip  or  stockholders  was  held,  and 
decided  upon  the  dissolution  of  a  company, 
and  that  subsequently  another  meeting 
representing  more  than  one-third  of  the 
capital  came  to  a  contrary  decision,  he 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  which 
of  these  decisions  was  to  be  regarded  as 
the  determination  of  the  company? 

Sir  R.  peel  said,  he  did  not  intend 
to  impose  upon  the  scripholders  the  neces- 
■ity  of  holding  two  meetings  to  petition 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament ;  it  would 
be  clearly  sufficient  to  hold  but  one  meet- 
ing to  obtain  the  certificate  each  House 
would  require  as  the  result  of  such  meet- 
ings. With  respect  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's observations  respecting  BiUs  in  the 
other  House,  he  could  not  of  course  speak 
for  the  House  of  Lords;  but  in  respect  of 
the  House  of  Commons  he  should  propose 
in  the  case  of  all  Bills  which  had  gone 
through  their  preliminary  stages,  that  tbo 
third  reading  should  be  postponed  until 
tbese  Resolutions,  if  agreed  to,  should  be 
complied  with.  With  regard  to  the  last 
point  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  the  difficulty  that  would  arise  if  two 
meetings  should  come  to  an  opposite  deter- 
mination, he  did  not  see  why  those  who 
attended  the  first  meeting  should  not  at- 
tend at  the  second,  in  which  cose  it  was 
quite  clear  there  would  be  no  difficulty. 

Mk.  BERMAL  supposed  it  was  intended 
to  read  the  Resolutiuna  teriatim,  and  to 
remark  upon  them  as  tliey  proceeded:  he 
would,  Uwrefore,  offer  a  few  observa^ns 


upon  the  first.  He  gave  the  ri^t  hon. 
Baronet  credit  for  having  pud  great  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  but  he  regretted 
that  he  had  come  forward  with  his  propo- 
sition at  so  late  a  period.  Hioistera  ought 
to  have  seen  the  danger  earUer,  and  pro- 
vided against  the  evils  of  speculatioa.  The 
recommendation  was,  that  no  Bill  sfaould 
be  read  a  third  time  without  a  certificate, 
lodged  in  the  Private  Bill  Office  three 
days  before ;  but  he  wished  to  know  why 
any  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  upstain, 
without  the  same  certificate  ?  The  par- 
ties would  thus  be  saved  an  cnormona  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  a  phalatu  of  wit- 
nesses from  all  parts  of  ^e  kingdom,  from 
Scotland,  and  perhaps  oven  from  the  Ork- 
neys, to  say  nothing  of  the  engineers, 
pseudo-engineers,  and  a  host  of  other  per- 
sons filling  all  the  hotels  and  lodging- 
houses  from  Hyde-park-comer  to  Whito- 
chapel,  and  living  at  a  rate  of  the  utmost 
extravagance.  He  saw  no  reason  for  not 
stopping  before  the  Bill  came  to  the  third 
reading,  if  only  for  the  sake  of  saving  the 
money  of  the  parties.  He  contonded  ^so 
that  too  small  an  amount  of  representative 
capital  was  required  at  a  meeting,  for  if 
the  whole  amount  subscribed  for  an  under- 
taking were  900,0(JOI.,  it  was  only  neces- 
sary that  persons  representing  180,0001. 
should  attend.  The  present  state  of  the 
law  was  most  unsatisfactory  and  indefinite; 
parties  had  moat  incautiously  made  them- 
selves liable — writs  were  issued,  and  most 
iniquitous  demands  made  ;  and  he  knew  of 
one  gentleman  who  was  unjustly  threatened 
with  actions  to  the  amount  of  60,OO0^ 
He  called  upon  the  Solicitor  General  to 
state  what  was  the  law,  for  nobody  knew 
the  extent  of  liability  of  provisional  com- 
mittee-men or  of  scripholders.  It  had 
been  stated  in  a  leading  journal  this  day. 
in  reference  to  the  cases  recently  before 
the  courts,  that  eighteen  months  or  two 
years  might  elapse  before  any  certainty 
was  arrived  at  as  to  the  responsibility  of 
such  parties.  In  the  meantime  all  the 
harpies  of  the  law,  not  the  regular  prac- 
titioners, would  be  at  work,  endeavouring 
to  extract  from  pockets  that  oontuued 
nothing  whatever  they  could  get.  He  was 
awaro  that  this  sounded  like  a  bull;  bat  the 
truth  was,  that  many  of  the  persona  aued 
had  nothing  wherewith  to  pay  any  damages 
that  might  be  recovered.  It  might  be  a 
sort  of  monomania  on  his  part,  bnt  he  st^ 
contended  that  all  questions  like  the  me- 
■ent  ought  to  be  agitated  before  a  diatmct 
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in  the  aeTeral  nulwa;  acliemeB,  or  bj  reason 
of  the  cf^s  that  were  evei;  daj  in  the 
course  of  being  made  in  the  case  of  prujects 
which  hod  obtained  Acta  of  Parliament, 
and  with  which,  unhappil;  for  them,  they 
were  connected  as  shareholders.  Now, 
what  was  the  remed;  in  this  caae  ?  It  had 
been  suggested,  that  as  this  state  of  things 
was  partially  felt  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament,  it  behoved  the  Government  to 
adopt  some  scheme  which,  by  selecting  a 
certain  number  of  projects  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature,  would  relieve 
the  pressnre  upon  Oio  country ;  but  those 
who  had  given  the  subject  any  consideration 
could  not  attach  any  blame  to  Her  Majes- 
ty's Qovemment  for  not  selecting  out  of 
ute  400  or  500  sohemes  ready  to  proceed 
through  Parliament,  those  which  they 
thought  should  receive  its  sanction.  For 
when  it  was  borne  in  mind  how  numerous 
were  the  grounds  upon  which  such  a  pre- 
ference should  he  accorded  to  one  scheme 
over  another — some  of  these  being  the  more 
direct  character  of  the  line  proposed  to  be 
made ;  others  the  populous  nature  of  the 
country  through  which  the  line  was  pro- 
posed to  pass  i  some  for  one  reason,  some 
for  another — was  it  not  obvious  that  it 
would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  proceed  in 
the  matter  of  selection,  even  a  single  step, 
vrithout  exercising  in  the  first  instance  all 
the  functions  which  the  law  had  committed 
solely  to  the  Legislature  1  How  could  any 
one  say  with  justice  to  the  promoters  of  a 
Bill,  for  instance,  or  the  other  parties  con- 
cerned in  it,  that  such  a  project  should  be 
accepted  and  snch  a  one  rejected,  without, 
in  point  of  fact,  entering  upon  precisely 
the  same  course  of  inqnicy  in  respect  to 
those  schemes,  as  was  now  conducted  by 
Committ«eB  of  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
And,  therefore,  he  felt  hound  to  say  that 
though  the  subject  had  been  discussed  by 
Members  of  that  House,  and  considered 
for  some  time  with  all  the  attention  it 
deserved,  no  one  had,  up  to  the  present 
time,  with  the  exception  of  his  right  hon, 
Priend,  offered  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
practical  suggestion  in  relation  to  it  for  the 
deciuon  of  the  House.  Thus  the  evil  went 
on  increasing,  necessarily  increaung,  from 
day  to  day,  and  from  hour  to  hour,  until 
Parliament  had  now  arrived  at  that  period 
of  the  Session  when  some  mode  was  abso- 
lutely requisite  to  be  devised  to  purge  the 
House  of  the  number  of  projects  that  were 
presented  to  it  for  consideration,  as  well  as 
to  free  the  country  from  the  embarrassment 
and  difficulty  in  which  it  was  placed  under 


tribunal ;  at  all  events,  no  good  reason 
oould  be  urged  why  these  Railway  Bills 
were  to  be  carried  on  to  the  last  stage.  As 
to  the  Irish  Bills,  he  hod  objected  to  give 
thorn  priority  in  the  Hoase  of  Lords,  be- 
cause the  present  state  of  Ireland  would 
prevent  their  being  of  any  use;  and  what 
was  the  het  ?  That  not  a  spade  had  yet 
been  atruek  into  the  soil.  Tnere  was  no 
money  in  die  country,  and  it  would  be  just 
as  easy — perhaps  easier — to  obtain  dia- 
monds as  money  in  Ireland.  What  he 
wished  mainly  to  impress  upon  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was,  ^at  an  earUer  point  for 
determining  whether  a  Bill  should  proceed 
might  be  found  than  the  third  reading,  with 
quite  as  much  advantage  to  the  country, 
and  vastly  to  the  relief  of  the  parties. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  said, 
tiiAt  the  first  question  for  the  House  to 
consider  was  the  evils  sought  to  be  reme- 
died. The  first  great  evil  was  that  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last, 
ris.,  that  owing  to  the  multipUcity  of  rail- 
way companies,  and  owing  to  their  being 
ontirdy  new  institutions,  the  law  upon  nearly 
all  questions  that  could  arise  was  Aill  of 
complication  and  uncertainty.  No  lawyer 
could,  therefore,  on  the  sudden  be  expected 
to  answer  a  question.  What  was  the  state 
of  things  at  the  present  minnent  ?  That 
railways  authorised  by  Bills  passed  last 
year  and  the  yefu"  before  requiivd  a  capital 
of  not  less  than  one  bnndred  miUions ;  and 
that  foe  new  schemes  of  this  year's  growth 
between  two  and  three  hundred  millions 
more  would  be  necessary.  Even  at  the 
present  moment,  before  any  of  the  Bills 
were  passed,  the  oommerciol  interests  were 
exposed  to  great  injury  and  difficulty ;  in 
consequence  of  the  withdrawal  from  circu- 
lation of  the  sums  which  were  now  locked  up 
in  the  shape  of  deposits.  The  commercial 
operations  of  the  great  commercial  and 
manufacturing  towns  of  the  country  were 
seriously  impeded.  The  House  had  it  &om 
the  petition  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Liverpool  that  such  was  the  case  in 
that  great  port;  and  Msnobester,  Leeds, 
in  short,  every  great  place  in  England  and 
Scotland,  was  in  the  same  condition.  Not 
«Hily  were  the  operations  of  the  merchants, 
bankers,  and  large  capitalists,  embarraas- 
od  and  impeded  by  the  existing  state  of 
things ;  but  the  small  traders  even  were 
suffering  under  the  same  depressive  influ- 
ences to  an  extraordinary  and  most  alarm- 
ing degree,  in  consequence  of  all  or  the 
greater  portion  of  their  available  capital 
having  been  paid  up  as  deposits  upon  scrip 
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the  preseDt  circumstances.  He  would  now 
come  to  the  utiutiott  of  thoie  unfortunate 
persons  who  had  speculated  in  railway 
shares,  as  well  as  to  that  of  others  who  liad 
speculated,  but  who  perhaps  could  not  be 
called  unfortunate.  Thej  were  divifliblo 
into  four  distinct  and  separate  clnsseB.  The 
first  class  conaistcd  of  the  comniittee  me: 
managing  and  proTiaional  directors ;  in 
word,  of  the  governing  bodies  of  thei 
Bchemes.  The  second  class  was  composed 
of  those  who  were  original  subscribers 
the  deeds  of  those  compauies  with  which 
thej  were  connected  as  shareholders,  and 
wlio  in  that  capacitj  were  liable  to  all  the 
covenantfl  of  Uiose  deeds  which  they  had 
80  signed ;  but  who  had  ceased  to  hare  any 
beneficial  intoreet  in  the  several  schemes 
with  which  they  were  so  connected,  by 
reason  of  hariug  sold  or  otherwise  parted 
with  their  shares.  The  third  class  con- 
sisted of  holders  of  scrip  purchased  either 
from  original  suhscribors,  or  holders  in  the 
capacity  of  original  subscribers  themselTes; 
and  the  fourth,  of  creditors  who  were  not 
Speculators  in  shares,  hut  who  had  giren 
credit  to  committee  men  for  the  purposes 
of  promoting  such  schemes,  and  to  whom 
in  that  capacity  large  debts  were  due  and 
owing.  Now,  it  became  a  question  in 
what  way  these  sereral  classes  should  be 
approached  by  any  act  of  the  Legislature, 
aad  what  stops  should  be  taken — doing  as 
little  injury  as  possible  to  the  country — to 
allow  a  fair  opportunity  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  to  select  such  of  them  as  should 

rs  into  law,  and  such  of  them  as  should 
rejected,  upon  the  present  occasion  ? 
And  here  the  first  legal  difficulty  presented 
itself.  It  was  this,  whether  the  compa- 
nies consisted  of  original  shareholders,  or 
of  scripholdcrs  and  shareholders,  or  both  ; 
there  were  do  means  existing  at  present,  iu 
law,  of  dissolving  them  without  the  direct 
consent  of  every  individual  connected  with 
them  in  these  capacities.  That  was  the 
first  great  difficulty  ;  and  why  was  it  so  ? 
Because  it  was  an  actual  impossibility  to 
know,  at  any  one  moment  of  time,  who 
these  persons  were,  or  where  they  were, 
such  was  the  nature  of  the  property  ;  and, 
therefore,  it  became  a  matter  clearly  im- 
possiblo  to  unite  them  for  the  purpose  of 
performing  any  one  common  act.  If,  then, 
there  were  no  means  at  law  of  dissolving 
these  companies,  what  was  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  their  continued  eiistence, 
covered,  as  they  would  be,  with  hourly  ac- 
cruing liabihties  ?  If  there  was  a  company, 
for  iustftooe,  in  which  liie  directors  were 


all  honest  men,  anxious  to  avoid  expense, 
and  desirous  to  waste  no  more  of  the  money 
of  the  shareholders,  seeing  that  there  was 
no  probability  of  success ;  and  if  a  majori^ 
of  the  Bharcholdcrs  were  of  the  same  niin^ 
in  what  position  were  thej  placed  by  the 
law,  as  it  stood  at  present  ?  They  could 
not  alone  dissolve  the  company,  unless  they 
had  the  consent  of  all  the  parties  as  he 
had  stated  ;  but  they  could  not  ereii  hold 
their  hands  in  regard  to  expenditure — on 
they  were  obliged  to  go,  whether  they 
liked  it  or  not,  out  of  regard  for  their  own 
personal  safety.  They  would,  in  a  word, 
have  to  proceed  with  the  Bill,  and,  of 
course,  proceed  with  the  etpenditure,  un- 
der penalty  of  action  at  law  or  suits  in 
Chancery,  on  the  part  of  those  parties  who 
might  choose  to  dissent  from  them  in  the 
matter.  Therefore,  even  where  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  promoters  and  shareholders 
of  a  company  to  dissolve  it,  they  had  no 

Eower,  practically  speaking,  so  to  do  ;  and 
c  would  ask  any  one,  whether,  under 
these  circumstances,  some  remedy  was  not 
requisite  in  the  present  emergency  of  the 
country  ?  There  were  seTcral  companies 
circumstanced  in  the  manner  he  had  de- 
scribed, of  which  the  promoters  and  go- 
verning bodies  were  desirous  to  do  what 
was  right,  and  dissolve,  and  return  the  de- 
posits as  far  as  possible  ;  but  they  were, 
through  this   state  of  law,  compelled  to 

Eroceed,  wasting  that  money  daily  and 
ourly  upon  solicitors,  engineers,  witness- 
es, surveyors,  and  the  whole  host  of  per- 
sons needful  to  pass  a  Railway  Bill  through 
Parliament ;  because,  if  they  stopped  short, 
they  would  be  liable  to  actions  and  Chan- 
cery suits,  at  the  instance  of  any  indivi- 
dual or  individuals,  members  of  die  com- 
pany, who  saw  fit''to  dissent  from  them  in 
respect  of  such  proceedings.  Bringing 
their  BUI  before  Parliament,  and  passii^ 
it  if  possible,  was,  therefore,  a  means  by 
which  every  member  of  the  tnana^ng  body 
of  a  company  consulted  his  own  interest 
and  his  own  safety ;  because,  even  if  they 
chose,  they  could  not  stop  its  progress  or  dis- 
solve. But  if  this  view  of  the  case  applied 
with  such  force  to  companies  which  were 
in  a  position  to  go  before  Parliament,  how 
much  more  forcibly  did  it  apply  to  companies 
—hich  were  not  in  that  position!  Suringtbe 
'ild  fever  of  speculation  in  railways  which 
raged  last  year,  hundreds  of  companies  had 
been  formed,  in  which  the  speculators  risk- 
ed ail  they  had  in  the  world  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  deposits  on  their  shares,  and 
bad  rendered  themselrea  also  liable  to  tbe 
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wfaola  unoimt  of  the  capital  for  which  they 
had  BO  subscribed,  in  case  the  seTeroi  pro- 

Cto  which  thej  were  subscribers  should 
me  law,  b;  the  respective  Bills  passing 
through  Parliament.  They  found  them- 
selTes  in  this  position,  perhaps.  There 
would  be  A  sum  of  money  aubsorihed  suffi- 
cient, it  might  be,  to  pass  the  Standing  Or- 
ders—one-fifth  of  the  capital,  say  ldO,000(. 
or  200,000{.  That  sum  would,  in  the  first 
inatance,  he  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Ac- 
countant General,  and,  therefore,  hicked 
up  altogether  from  the  general  circulatictl 
of  the  country,  and  taken  wholly  out  of 
the  power  of  the  subscribers.  But,  as  the 
law  now  practically  stood,  these  companies 
could  not  dissolve  )  and  the  fact  of  a  rejec- 
tion of  their  Bill  did  not  neceautate  a  dis- 
solution. Thus  the  subscribere  would  he 
kept  for  ever,  in  point  of  fact,  out  of  their 
money ;  and  the  country  would  also  lose 
the  benefit  of  the  sum  so  kept  from  the 
general  circulation.  With  respect  to  three 
out  of  four  of  the  ntilway  projects  before 
Parliament,  there  was  no  reasonable  ground 
tn  hope  that  they  would  pass  through  Par- 
liament; and,  therefore,  the  capital  of  three 
or  four  hundred  companies  would  be  kept 
locked  np,  while  the  oinculation  of  the 
country  would  fiufi'er  to  the  amount  of  the 
enormous  sum  involved  in  their  aggregate. 
In  moat  of  those  projects  the  promoters 
were  unwilling  to  go  forward ;  while,  for 
the  reasons  alleged,  they  were  incapable  of 
holding  back  or  stopping  in  their  disas- 
trous progress.  In  the  meanwhile,  the 
proTisional  directors,  the  governing  bodies, 
were  obliged,  for  their  own  security,  to 
waste  the  funds  of  the  company,  it  may  he 
against  their  own  will,  hut  certainly  with- 
out a  single  reawuiable  chance  of  success 
for  then'  proceedings.  As  the  law  stood, 
not  even  the  rejection  of  a  Bill  would  have 
the  effect  of  dissolving  a  company,  and 
there  would  he  still  an  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  directors,  contracted  by  their 
covenanta  with  the  shareholders,  to  go  on 
in  their  efforts  to  pass  tiirough  Parliament, 
so  long  as  diey  ksd  any  of  the  flinds  re- 
maining in  existence.  So  it  followed  that, 
even  though  a  Bill  should  he  rejected 
the  present  Session,  the  capital  subscribed 
to  go  before  Parliament,  in  the  first  i 
ttanco,  would  still  continue  looked  up 
the  hmds  of  the  Accountant  General;  and 
the  directors  feeling  it  imperative  opoa 
them  to  proceed  in  the  next  Session  in  the 
same  manner  as  before,  tliere  would  be  no 
end  to  liability,  and  no  limits  to  the  expen- 
ditore  but  the  nmoiint  til  money  Mb»nibed. 


Then,  again,  the  state  of  the  law  to  whidh 
his  hen.  Friend  (Hr.  Bemal)  hod  referred 
was  deplorable.  Many  persons  might  have 
subscribed  to  an  undertaking,  in  the  hope 
it  would  succeed,  but  it  failed.  Debts 
incurred,  the  deposits  were  locked 
up;  noAmds  were  coming  in,  yet  the  pro- 
visional directors  were  obliged  to  go  on. 
To  what  position,  then,  were  tiiey  reduced} 
To  that  of  bringing  actions  against  the 
subscribers  and  allotteea.  It  was  Impos- 
sible, in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  to 
say  whether  such  an  action  wae  tnaintain* 
able  or  not;  and  if  auy  particular  ease  was 
stated,  a  lawyer  might  tay  an  action  wu 
maintainable;  but  In  another  case,  with  m 
very  slight  difference  in  the  oircnmstanceB, 
it  might  be  doubtful.  Here,  then,  woe 
prossore  on  the  other  hand  by  the  directors 
against  the  ehareholdera  and  allottees,  to 
make  them  contribute  to  the  expenses 
which  they  (the  directore)  Were  obliged  to 
incur)  and  they  were  going  on  bringing 
actions  Upott  a  supposed  declsiotl  in  a  court 
of  law.  He  alluded  to  the  case  of  "  Wool- 
mer  v.  Toby."  But  there  had  been  no 
decision  in  that  case,  The  learned  Judge 
who  presided  at  the  trial  pronounoed  no 
opiniota;  he  reflerred  all  the  points :  but 
upon  the  bare  report  of  a  verdict  being 
pronounced,  encouraged  by,  and  in  conse- 
quence of,  erroneous  reports  in  the  news- 
papers, he  had  reason  to  believe  no  less 
than  300  actions  had  been  brought  by  the 
directors  of  three  eompanies,  the  naitiei  ef 
which  he  would  not  mention.  Again,  ac- 
tions hod  been  brought  by  subscribera 
against  directors,  npon  the  ground  of  the 
undertaking  having  failed.  He  referred 
to  the  case  of  "  Waktab  o.  Spottiswoode. " 
Here,  again,  no  decision  hod  been  pro- 
nounced upon  this  point.  No  lawyerwonld 
be  rash  enough  to  say  what  the  decision 
would  be;  for  the  law  was  unsettled  upon 
all  these  questions;  and  the  very  circum- 
stance of  the  law  being  unsettled,  as  if 
there  was  not  mischief  enough  already, 
would  introduce  a  new  species  of  speenla- 
tion,  because  the  people  who  had  now  done 
with  speculating  in  shares  would  be^  to 
speculate  In  actions.  There  was  really  no 
end  to  the  mischief  add  injustice  which  be- 
longed to  the  present  state  of  things. 
That  bM  diese  e^s  could  be  remedied  by 
any  te^slatlve  measure  it  woold  be  futile 
to  hope)  but  he  ventured  to  entertain  b 
sanguine  expectation  that  if  the  House  and 
Parliament  should  hereafter  adopt  the  Bill 
which  would  be  submitted  by  Her  Majes- 
ty's Oov«nun^ti  and  if  In  the  tnean  time 
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the  Resolutions  proposed  to  be  l^d  upon 
the  Table  sbould  be  adopted,  the  evil  might 
not  iudeuU  be  altogether  remedied,  but  would 
receive  a  most  salutary  check  and  a  i 
important  mitigation.  Whatwaathona 
of  the  Bill  to  be  submitted  ?  He  would 
not  detain  the  Ilouse  bj  going  through  all 
its  provisions,  but  he  would  state  a  fei 
its  principal  points.  First,  power  was  given 
to  the  holders  of  a  small  number  of  shares 
in  any  railway  undertaking  at  any  tim< 
between  the  signing  of  the  deed,  or  thi 
issue  of  the  scrip,  and  the  obtaining  of  thi 
Bill,  to  require  the  managing  committee  to 
convene  a  meeting,  in  order  that  tlie  sense 
of  the  proprietors  might  be  taken  upon  the 
question  of  dissolution.  It  was  proposed 
by  the  Bill  that  when  the  meeting  should 
bo  -eonvened,  the  parties  might  vote  by 
^eir  scrip  or  by  proiy,  it  being  provided 
that  the  scrip  sliould  be  produced  and  shown 
by  the  party  holding  the  proxy.  A  major- 
ity of  the  shareholders,  not  in  number,  but 
in  value,  might  then,  if  they  thought  proper, 
by  resolution,  at  once  dissolve  the  com- 
pany; and  a.  proportion  leas  than  a  major- 
ity, three-fifths,  or  some  other  amount  to  be 
hereafter  determined,  of  the  number  of 
shares  represented  at  the  meeting,  should 
have  power  to  dissolve.  The  directors  being, 
then,  required  to  hold  their  hands,  in  what 
position  would  the  parties  be  ?  There 
would  be  certain  liabilities  and  certain 
funds;  and  trustees  would  be  appointed 
nodcr  the  Bill  with  power  to  wind  up  the 
undertaking,  in  the  way  that  partnership 
affairs  were  wound  up  upon  a  dissolution  of 
the  firm.  The  trustees  would  have  power 
at  once  to  possess  themselves  of  the  whole 
of  the  funds  of  the  company ;  first,  in  order 
to  discharge  the  UabiUties,  and  next,  to 
apply  the  surplus,  if  there  should  be  any, 
proportion  ably  among  the  hon/i  fide  share- 
holders. The  effect  of  this  would  be  to 
create  two  classes  of  cases.  One — it  was 
to  be  hoped  the  most  numerous — -where, 
from  the  large  deposits,  the  funds  in  hand 
would  exceed  the  liabilities;  and  the  other, 
where  the  funds  would  be  insufficient  to 
liquidate  the  demands  upon  the  company. 
In  the  first  case,  the  trustees  would  have 
nothing  more  to  do  than  possess  themselves 
of  the  funds,  discharge  the  habilities,  apply 
the  surplus  to  the  shareholders,  and  thus 
put  an  end  to  all  further  waste  and  expen- 
diture; in  the  other  tbey  would,  after  hav- 
ing ascertained  ibe  liabilities,  have  to  apply 
the  funds  in  reduction  of  them.  With  re- 
gard til  the  unliquidated  balance,  whatever 
it  might  be,  it  must  bo  left  to  those  who 


had  thought  proper  to  trust,  what  prored 
to  be  an  insolvent  company,  to  recover  their 
claims  in  course  of  law,  against  those  with 
whom  they  had  entered  into  contract,  and 
who  were  bylawalreadyliable.  Thiswosthe 
effect  of  the  measure;  hut,  in  the  mean 
time,  it  must  be  obvious  that  some  timo 
must  elapse  before  the  Bill  conid  pass. 
What,  then,  was  to  be  done  with  the  3UU 
Bills  now  before  Parliament,  during  the 
few  weeks  which  must  elapse  before  the 
Bill  could  pass  into  a  law  ?  To  permit  all 
those  Bills  to  go  on  without  any  check, 
would  be  to  leave  the  evil,  at  this  period 
of  time,  when  it  was  most  pressing,  urgent, 
and  grievous,  without  any  remedy  or  at- 
tempt at  remedy;  hut,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  the  Uouse  to  take  the  stringent  course 
suggested  hy  his  hen.  Friend oppoBite(Hr. 
Bemal)  ?  His  hon.  Friend  suggested  that 
the  House  should  do  more  than  classify  and 
check — that  it  should  at  once  put  a  stop  to 
all  legislation  upon  Railway  Bills.  He  (the 
SoUcitor  General)  most  he  allowed  to  ex- 
plain why  he  thought  this  course  would  bo 
too  stringent.  In  the  very  first  place,  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  must  elapse  be- 
fore the  certificates  could  be  preparM  under 
the  resolution;  and  was  the  Uouse,  then, 
to  stop  all  legislation  !  If  le^slation  up<Hi 
all  Bills  were  stopped,  even  tor  a  period  of 
three  weeks  from  the  present  time,  it  was 
worth  consideration  whether  it  might  not 
endanger  the  passing  in  this  Session  of 
those  Bills  which  were  wholly  unexceptioii- 
able.  But  independently  of  that  consi- 
deration, he  must  say  that,  considering 
the  great  amount  of  money,  and  the 
varied,  complicated,  and  extensive  in- 
terests involved  in  die  rulway  undertak- 
ings now  before  Parliament,  it  would  be 
too  strong  a  measure  to  stop  them  at  once, 
without  giving  the  parties  a  proper  oppM* 
tunity  of  eipreasing  their  assent  or  dissent; 
or  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  Bills  to  a  time  so  remote  as  to  endanger 
their  passing  in  the  preaent  Session.  It 
was  therefore  proposed  by  the  Resolutiona, 
that  any  number  of  shareholders,  however 
small,  might  forthwith  proceed  to  convene 
a  meeting,  which  should  be  held  within  a 
fortnight,  or  a  little  more,  to  decide  whe* 
thor  the  scheme  should  be  proceeded  with 
or  postponed.  But  then,  said  his  hon. 
Friend  (Ur.  Bemal),  why  give  so  small  a 
numl>or  as  one-fifth  the  option  of  proceed- 
ing with  the  Bill,  when  the  other  fonr- 
fifths  might  come  forward  and  oppose  itf 
His  hon.  Friend  and  the  House  moat  r»- 
member  that  by  the  Resolnliona  an  oppor- 
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tunity  WAR  given  to  the  whole  body  of  scrip- 
holders,  by  public  advertisement,  to  eipresB 
their  aenUments ;  and  if  four-Gfths  of  the 
-whole  body  thought  fit  to  hold  ba«k,  and 
one  fifUt  to  proceed,  be  must  say  that  was 
sufficient  evidence  to  the  Legislature  that 
the  Bill  was  a  fit  Bill  to  be  considered  by 
the  Committee,  and,  if  approved,  to  reoeive 
the  sanction  of  Parliament.  It  was  to  be 
observed  that  it  was  utterly  impoBsible  to 
frame  Resolutions  calculated  to  meet  eveiy 
particular  case;  and  no  doubt  his  bon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Bemal)  might  readily  put  in- 
stances in  which  it  might  be  aaid  that  four- 
fifths  of  the  shareholders  were  agunst  going 
on.  Such  cases,  however,  would  not  often 
occur;  at  all  events,  what  was  there  to 
prevent  the  remaining  four-fifths  from 
nolding  a  meeting  of  their  own,  and  pro- 
ceeding against  the  Bill?  Nothing  at  alt. 
And  he  apprehended  that  it  would  be  com- 
pet^t  for  any  Conunlttee  of  Parliament, 
although  the  assent  of  one-fifth  had  been 
given,  if  they  had  reason  to  believe  that  a 
more  considerable  body  of  the  shareholders 
were  against  the  Bill,  to  reject  it  on  that 
ground.  Her  Majesty's  Government  did 
not  say  that  all  Bills  supported  by  one-fifth 
of  the  subscribers  should  necessarily  pass, 
but  that  they  should  be  considered ;  and  it 
would  therefore  he  competent  for  the  re- 
maining shareholders  to  allege  their  grounds 
of  opposition.  He  thought  when  it  was 
conaidered  that  these  Resolutions  were  to 
operate  upon  every  Bill  which  should  come 
before  either  House  of  Parliament,  and 
that  they  placed  this  great  and  important 
eheck  that  no  Bill  should  pass  that  House 
unless,  in  the  present  state  of  feeling  in 
ihe  public  and  among  the  shareholder«, 
they  received  the  express  assent  of  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  scripholders,  they  did  all 
which  could  reasonably  and  safely  be  at- 
tempted, without  an  undue,  and,  he  might 
■Imoetadd,  an  unconstitutional  interference 
with  the  rigbts  of  property,  and  the  rights 
of  free  deeding  between  man  and  man. 
Some  other  objections  bad  been  stated  to 
the  Reaotutions,  and  since  he  entered  the 
Honse  it  had  been  suggested  that  where 
the  power  of  stopping  a  Bill,  or,  rather,  of 
requiring  the  assent  to  it  by  the  holders  of 
scnp,  there  was  one  class  of  cases  in  which 
persons  who  had  a  fair  and  just  right  to 
unterfero,  would  not,  under  the  terms  of  the 
Resolutions,  be  represented.  In  other 
words,  there  was  a  class  of  persons  who, 
havinr  originally  subscribed  and  paid  bond 
^d«  the  deposits,  had  not  received  their 
scrip,  but  only  the  banker's  rcc^pt.    He 


apprehended  this  cose  was  already  met  in 
the  Resolutions ;  but  if  not,  the  introduc- 
tioQ  of  the  words  "  banker's  receipt"  in 
the  Resolution,  to  which  there  was  no  ob- 
jection, would  put  an  end  to  the  difficulty. 
It  had  also  been  said,  more  out  of  doors, 
he  believed,  than  in  that  House,  "  You 
are  not  to  take  away  from  the  original 
subscribers  the  right  of  voting  at  these 
meetings,  and  give  it  to  the  scripholders;" 
and  the  reason  suggested  was,  that  the 
original  proprietors  remained  liable.  He 
could  not  acceed  to  the  validity  of  that  rea- 
soning. What  was  the  situation  of  the 
origi^  proprietors?  They  had  piud  th^ 
deposits,  and  if  they  hod  intended,  bondfide, 
to  become  real  proprietors  in  the  undertak* 
ing,  to  maintain  their  interest  in  it  "  for 
better  or  worse,"  they  would  have  retained 
their  shares,  and  have  been  prepared  to 
stand  or  fall  by  the  concern.  There  was, 
however,  a  class  of  persons,  and  he  was 
afraid  a  vety  nnmerous  class,  who  had  sub- 
scribed to  a  mumplicity  only  with  the 
new,  whenever  they  could,  of  selling  their 
shares  at  a  premium,  and  so  making  a 
profit.  Many  of  these  parties  had  paid 
only  2t.  lOf.  per  share,  and  afterwards 
sold  them  in  the  market  at  a  premium  of 
31.,  41.,  and  51.  What  right  had  they  to 
claim  a  voice  in  the  meeting?  None,  They 
had  no  interest  in  the  undertaking,  inas- 
much OS  they  had  parted  with  it  by  sale, 
and  put  the  money  into  their  pockets.  If 
the  undertaking  should  succeed  and  become 
profitable,  they  would  not  be  entitled  to 
participate  in  the  profits.  It  was  the  per* 
sons  to  whom  they  had  sold  their  shares 
who  hod  an  interest  in  the  undertaking, 
and  they  only  ought  to  have  a  voice  upon 
the  question  of  its  continuance  or  its  disso- 
lution. With  regard  to  the  continuance 
of  liability  upon  the  original  subscriber, 
the  ori^nal  subscriber  at  the  time  he  sold 
his  shares  knew  he  could  not  be  econerated 
from  his  responsibility  under  the  deed. 
He  was  iu  the  some  situation  as  any  re- 
tiring partner  from  a  mercantile  house. 
If  a  member  of  tiie  firm  of  Messrs.  Contts 
or  HeSBTS.  Drummond  were  to  retire  from 
those  great  hanks,  though  he  sold  his 
share  for  100,0001.,  he  would  remain  liable 
for  every  shilling  of  debt  upon  every  con- 
tract entered  into  during  the  time  he  re- 
mained a  partner.  What  right  then  had 
men  who  had  originally  subscribed  to  a 
railway  undertaking  to  ask  to  be  put  in  a 
different  situation  to  other  persons,  because 
they  had  sold  out  their  interest  f  Clearly 
none.    It  had  been  also  eompluned,  diat 
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in  the  wioiling  up  of  a  concern  the  provi- 
Rional  directors  were  left  in  a  condition  of 
liability,  wliiUt  tlie  funds  were  taken  from 
them.  The  answer  to  this  complaint  waa, 
that  the  funds  were  not  taken  away  from 
the  concern,  Iiut  the  right  was  taken  of 
applying  thoiO  fundi,  in  satiiifaetion  of  the 
Uabilitiea  of  the  concern,  not  by  the  hands 
of  those  who  might  bo  too  apt  to  farour 
themselves  by  paying  only  those  claims 
which  pressed  upon  themselves,  and  sotting 
otlicr  creditors  upon  other  persons,  who 
hod  not  the  lamo  access  to  the  means. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  concluded 
by  pressing  upon  ihc  ilouse  the  considera- 
tion, the  importance  of  which  he  hod  already 
dwelt  upon,  that  it  would  not  be  safe  for 
Parliament  to  go  further  at  this  moment 
than  the  Eesolutions  proposed.  Under 
them  the  sharoholders  in  every  under- 
taking would  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing their  sentiments;  and  the  House, 
he  thought,  might  safely  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  where  three-fifths  of  the  body 
intimated  their  approbation  of  a  Bill,  that 
at  least  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  the 
Committee  neither  at  once  to  reject  the 
Bill  nor  at  once  to  postpone  it. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  (the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral) had  adverted  to  two  questions  of 
great  importance,  which,  though  not  un- 
connected, yet  had  no  neoossary  conneiion 
with  each  other,  bo  far  as  the  present  de- 
bate was  concerned.  One  was  the  Bill  to 
regulate  and  amend  the  law  by  which  joint- 
stook  companies  were  constituted,  which 
the  Government  had  announced  theirinten- 
tion  of  bringing  in;  and  the  other,  the  Reso- 
lutions which  were  now  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion. He  should,  in  the  few  observations 
ho  HOB  about  to  offers  confine  his  attention 
to  the  Eesolutions,  All  ho  should  say 
regard  to  the  Bill  which  the  Government 
had  announced  their  intention  to  introduco, 
was,  that  he  heartily  rejoiced  that  they  had 
turned  their  attention  to  the  subject,  which 
was  one  of  equal  difficnltj,  urgency,  and 
importance.  He  was  perfectly  unqualified 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tlcman(the  Solicitor Qeneral)  had  detailed; 
and  ho  would  only  say,  that  anybody  who 
hod  paid  attention  to  what  was  going  ( 
the  country,  mnst  have  seen  that  it  waf 
solutely  necessary  the  vigilance  of  the  Go- 
remment  should  he  directed,  and  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Legislature  asked,  for  a 
state  of  things  which  was  producing  sc 
of  confuaioa  extremely  prejudicial  to  indi- 


viduata,  and  not  creditable  to  the  o 
cial  character  of  the  nation.  There  waa 
only  one  point  to  which  he  would  ventiuv 
to  advert,  namely,  to  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
had  said  about  the  mode  of  reserving  shares 
by  the  directors  of  rulway  compaDieB.  He 
confessed  ho  was  rather  surprised  mt  the 
innocence  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
exhibited,  and  at  the  tone  of  surprise  in 
which  he  detailed  the  transactions  which 
ho  hod  stated  to  the  House  as  having  taken 
place  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  eompa- 
nies.  Hethoughtitbadbeenmatterofnoto- 
riety,  and,  he  would  add,  matter  of  scanda- 
lous notoriety,  during  the  last  four  or  five 
months,  that  the  system  of  reserving  shares 
upon  the  part  of  persons  who,  ^m  their 
situation  and  influence,  ought  to  have 
known  better,  bad  been  carried  on  to  a  very 
great  degree,  completely  hoodwinking  and 
deceiving  the  great  body  of  the  public,  and 
inveigling  persons  of  small  property  to  em- 
hark  in  these  undertakings  to  their  loss  and 
detriment.  By  this  system  of  reseiring 
shares,  he  said,  provisional  directors  bad 
been  enabled  to  make  great  profits  for 
themselves  and  their  friends,  not  only  to 
got  scot  free,  but  to  come  out  with  great 
personal  gain,  and  had  led  the  unfortunate 
persons  who  by  their  credit  and  the  influ- 
ence of  their  names  had  been  induced  to 
join  them,  to  be  the  suiferers,  and  hear  the 
brunt  of  the  calamity.  He  did  not  know 
whether  it  were  possible  to  check  this  sys- 
tem by  legislation  ;  but  if  the  Government 
could  propose  an  efficient  remedy  for  this 
abuse,  they  would  confer  a  very  great  obH- 
gation  and  advantage  upon  die  country. 
But  these  were  points  for  discussion  when 
the  Bill  itself  was  before  the  House,  and 
he  would  confine  his  observationa  entirely 
to  the  Resolutions.  He  had  observed  witb 
satisfaction  awish  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  give  a  generous  support  to  the  coune 
taken  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  That 
course,  he  thought,  was  on  the  whole  the 
best  which  the  House  could  adopt ;  and  La 
the  main  he  agreed  with  the  arguments 
and  reasons  for  it  which  had  been  adduced. 
He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  very  vaUd 
objections  and  inconveniences  aigfat  be 
pointed  out  in  it.  We  were  so  situated  in 
this  matter  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
avoid  very  serious  inconveniences,  and  aome 
degree  of  hardship  and  injustice  in  any 
course  that  might  bo  taken ;  bnt  he  had 
heard  of  no  course  which  could  be  adopted 
that  did  not  present  difficulties  as  great,  if 
not  greater,  than  that  now  pn^oaed.     H« 
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must  alio  lay — though  he  did  not  wish  to 
dwell  upoQ  it — thftt  he  oouldoot  agree  with 
the  notion  which  the  right  hon.  Gentlenum 
had,  of  this  boing  jtut  the  moat  felioitous 
moment  for  Qovermiient  to  step  ia  and 
iDterfere.  The  right  hoa.  fiuonet  aoid  if 
the;  had  interfered  before,  the  publia  mind 
would  not  have  been  ripe  for  it,  and  if  thej 
interfered  later,  much  mUchief  would  have 
been  done;  that  thej  hod  been  particularly 
fortunate  in  choosing  the  moment  when 
they  ahould  atep  in  to  UTS  the  pubhc  from 
the  evils  which  were  manifeiUj  coming. 
He  eould  not  help  thinking  this  was  rather 
a  late  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet; 
for  he  had  a  clear  recollection  of  a  speeeh 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Seaaion,  and  BtiQ  mora 
distinctly  of  the  apeeoh  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet's  noble  Colleague  ibo  Earl  of 
Lincoln  made  on  the  same  occasion ;  and 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  left 
upon  his  mind  the  impreasion  that  the  Qo- 
Temment  had  considered  thia  subject  before 
Parliament  met,  and  that,  as  a  Govern- 
ment,  they  were  of  opinion  at  that  time 
that  interference  was  neoesaary.  The 
public  had  the  same  impression ;  and  he 
thought  the  Qovemment  were  then  dis- 
poaea  to  deal  in  a  more  wholesale  manner 
with  railways  than,  without  great  eauae 
and  good  reasons,  it  would  be  expe- 
dient for  the  Honae  to  support  them  in. 
But  what  he  objected  to  was,  diat  when 
they  appointed  the  Committee  at  die  be- 
ginning of  the  Sesaian,  instead  of  coming 
to  the  House  with  the  acheme  which  they 
then  had  upon  the  aubject,  they  employed 
a  month  in  feeling  the  pulae  of  tha  House 
— in  ascertaining  what  the  Honae  thought, 
when  they  ought  themselves  to  have  t^en 
the  initiative,  and  given  their  advice  to  the 
Committee.  That,  in  his  opinion,  was  a 
most  unfortunate  course.  If  a  plan  had 
then  boen  proposed  by  the  Government, 
and  adopted  by  the  Honse,  it  wootd  have 
been  of  infinite  advantage.  In  a  question 
of  this  kind  it  was  the  duty  of  Oovemment 
to  look  ahead,  as  it  wwv,  and  undertake 
the  responsibility  at  once,  without  wuting 
till  the  pnbUc  out  of  doors  had  become 
eonvinced  o(  the  neoeasity  for  something 
being  done.  He,  therefore,  could  not 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
he  had  been  felicitous  in  the  particular 
lime  he  had  chosen  for  proposing  the  pre- 
sent measure.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
likely  to  be  a  very  useful  measnre,  and  he 
should  give  it  hia  cordial  assent.  He  had 
Already  stated  that  this,  as  well  as  any 
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other  Gourae,  would  be  aooompanied  with 
inconreniences.  There  was  one  likely  to 
result,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Gq- 
vemment  and  the  Honse  should  be  directed, 
namely,  that  all  competing  schemei  would 
be  swept  away  ;  that  the  great  companies 
would  extend  their  monopoly,  and  keep  the 
field,  where,  under  other  cu^umstances,  they 
would  have  had  to  contend  with  new  rivals. 
The  effect,  therefore,  might  ho,  that  at  the 
end  of  the  Session,  the  already  formidable 
influence  which  the  great  companies  had 
would  be  increased.  He  did  not  say  whe- 
ther this  was  an  evil  or  a  good  ;  but  it  was 
a  state  of  things  that  rendered  it  important 
for  the  House,  and  the  Government  ape- 
cially,  to  consider  whether  some  means 
might  not  be  found  of  efiSaotaally  protecting 
the  pubhc  against  an  infinenee  already  so 
great,  and  which  might  become  greater. 
Whether  some  parts  of  the  machinery 
of  the  scheme  might  not  be  improved,  was 
another  qnestion.  He  ahould  ha  extremely 
sorry  if  the  plan  introduced  by  the  Oovem- 
ment, which  no  doubt  had  been  well  con- 
sidered, should  be  interfered  with,  beoause 
it  was  more  likely  to  be  better  matured  by 
them  than  by  suggestiona  across  the  TaUe; 
but  at  the  same  ^me  he  might,  perhaps,  be 
permitted  to  offer  one  or  two  suggestions. 
One  was,  whether  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  give,  as  an  alternative  to  the  scriphold- 
ers,  the  newer  of  communicating  in  writing 
th«T  wisnea  to  the  churman  of  the  com- 
pany, instead  of  having  tho  meeting.  The  ' 
Reeolutiona  did  not  state  where  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Boripholders  were  to  be  held ; 
and,  for  all  that  he  saw  to  the  contrary, 
an  Iriah  railway  company  mi^t  be  called 
on  to  meet  in  London,  or  an  English  com- 
miy  in  Dublin.  That  should  be  defined. 
On  the  whole,  he  much  preferred  the  pro- 
posal of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the 
suggestion  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Weymouth.  He  heartily  rejoioed  that 
the  Government  had  directed  tiieir  atten- 
tion to  tills  important  snbjeot.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  course  which  they  had 
recommended  was  a  ju^cioui  one,  and  one 
which  would  give  great  aatiafaction  to  the 
public  at  large. 

Mb.  HUDSON  fuUy  eoneurred  in  the 
eouree  which  had  been  panned  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  believing  that  if 
they  had  bron^t  forward  tho  proposed 
measnre  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  Session 
it  would  not  have  received  that  general 
support  which  it  was  now  likely  to  obtain. 
It  would  have  the  effect  of  placing  the  par- 
ties interested  iu  railways  on  a  solid  baaiB. 
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They  would  be  induced  seriously  to 
aider  their  present  position  ;  and  after  the 
meetings  which  would  take  place,  he  be- 
liufed,  in  many  coses,  Parliament  would 
hare  Utile  trouble  in  coming  to  a.  decision. 
He  admitted  that  considerable  eicitement 
bod  eiisted  in  the  railway  world.  That 
bad  arisen  in  a  great  measure  from  the 
(uccessful  progress  of  existing  compai 
Many  parties  had  come  forward  to  join 
those  individuals  who  had  been  toding 
the  field,  in  order  to  reap  some  share 
their  harvest  after  they  hod  borne  the  heat 
and  burden  of  the  day.  He  had  cautioned 
the  publie  at  various  meetings  against  the 
wild  speculations  which  hod  been  entered 
into,  foretelling  the  result  ;  but  he  was 
told  that  ho  was  speaking  as  an  interested 
individual ;  and  if  the  Government  bad  in- 
terfered sooner  it  would  hare  been  said 
they  were  stopping  the  progress  of  public 
works  which  would  confer  a  great  benefit 
on  the  country  if  carried  into  execution. 
An  earlier  interference  would  have  been 
ineffectual ;  but  now  public  opinion  was 
in  favour  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  would  have  a  most  salutary 
effect ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  those 
measures  which  were  really  good  would  be 

Eroceeded  with  in  the  House,  and  pass  into 
>w.  Railway  communication  was  of  es- 
sential importance  to  the  country,  and 
ought  to  be  encouraged  to  a  proper  extent; 
and  he  regretted  the  statement  which  had 
been  made  by  a  man  of  great  eminence  as 
to  the  iucreascd  cost  of  construction.  He 
(Mr.  Hudson)  did  not  at  all  agree  in  the 
opinion  that  the  expense  of  construction 
had  been  increased  50  per  cent.  Nothing 
could  be  more  injurious  than  the  propaga- 
tion of  such  an  opinion,  inasmuch  as  it 
might  cause  the  abandonment  of  many 
important  and  beneficial  schemes.  This 
statement  might,  perhaps,  militate  against 
the  interests  of  certain  companies  respect- 
ing which  some  jealousy  was  entertained  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Taunton;  but  he  con- 
sidered himself  bound  in  duty  to  Parlia- 
ment and  to  the  country  to  state  his  real 
opinion  on  the  subject.  He  had  been  con- 
nected with  railways  for  a  series  of  years, 
beneficially  to  himself,  and,  he  hopcnl,  ad- 
Tantageously  to  the  public.  Probably  the 
largest  amount  of  private  capital  ever  en- 
trusted to  one  man  had  been  placed  in  his 
hands,  and  he  hod  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  the  iiroprietors  with  whom  he  had  been 
connected  ;  but  he  should  feel  ashamed  if 
he  allowed  his  duty  to  the  proprietors  to 
prevent  him  from  giving  to  the  House  such 


information  as  might  be  benefici^  to  tlie 
country.  When  the  Midland  RailwH'  was 
made,  the  price  given  for  iron  was  11(1 10(. 
per  ton,  and  the  sleepers  cost  7*.  each, 
and  the  charge  for  other  articles  was  in  a 
similar  proportion.  The  House  was  aware 
that  land,  also,  was  an  important  item. 
The  other  day  he  bought  a  large  qoantity 
of  iron  at^I.,  and  could  purch&se  aleepera 
at  from  At.  to  5t.  Land  also  waa  much 
cheaper  than  at  that  time.  Although  a 
considerable  rise  had  taken  place  since  the 
year  1841,  when  he  bought  ruls  at  51.  per 
ton,  yet  tho  prices  were  not  so  excessive  aa 
to  deter  parties  from  embarking  id  thosa 
undertakings,  which  would  confer  suck 
benefit  on  the  country.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (the  Solicitor  General) 
had  stated  that  the  scripholdera  might  at- 
tend these  meetings  and  vote  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  undertakings,  meaning  at 
the  same  time  to  take  the  chances  of  the 
market,  and  not  register  their  shares ;  and 
the  original  proprietors  might  be  caDed  on 
for  the  execution  of  the  works.  This  waa 
the  position  in  which  the  original  ahare- 
holder  had  placed  himself,  and  he  had  now 
no  right  to  complain.  He  trusted  the  pro- 
posed measure  would  ho  fairly  treated  by 
all  nulway  directors.  From  hu  knowledge 
of  the  directors  of  different  companies,  he 
beUcved  they  would  give  the  proprietors  a 
iaxr  opportunity  of  reconsidering  their  po- 
sition, and  determining  whether  it  was  ad- 
visable to  proceed  with  their  midertakinga 
or  not ;  hut  he  hoped,  at  the  same  time, 
that  no  grievous  panic  would  take  place. 
He  could  mention  one  company  which 
would  have  been  abandoned  hut  for  the 
exertions  of  two  or  three  individuals.  The 
shares  at  one  time  were  unsaleable,  and 
some  parties  would  not  register  their  scrip  ; 
but  the  company  wuted  patiently,  and 
every  50?.  share  now  produced  the  proprie- 
tors almost  3001.  The  railway  worid  were 
under  great  obligations  to  the  Government 
for  the  judicious  Resolutions  which  thej 
hod  proposed,  and  he  felt  quite  confident 
that  the  public  generally  would  meet  thcaa 

Uk.  M.  philips  said,  that  notwitk- 
standing  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down,  he  mutt 
say  that  be  should  have  been  glad  had  the 
Government  interfered  at  an  earlier  period. 
iself  thought  of  proponing  a 
Buiiie  time  ago,  but  upon  canvas- 
Friends  lie  found  that  he  should 
I  no  support  in  that  Uouse,  At 
any  rote  bo  had  no  hesitation  in  aaaerting 
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tliat  they  were  not  now  interferiug  one 
moment  too  aoon,  for  bucIi  bad  been  the 
ftbstrution  of  capital  from  its  legitimate 
■onrcOB  for  the  purpose  of  fostering  these 
railway  speculations,  that  the  greatest  pos- 
uble  embarrasBment  in  the  manufacturing 
diatricts  had  been  the  consequence  ;  an 
nnleaa  somo  such  wholesome  measure  as 
that  now  proposed  were  introduced,  be 
feared  that  the  employment  of  labour  would 
be  greatly  impeded.  Under  these  circum- 
■tauces  he  should  give  his  cordial  support 
to  the  measure,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
hoped  no  legitimate  measure  might  be 
checked  bj  it.  He  agreed  with  tlio  hon. 
Member  for  Sunderland  that  the  develop- 
ment of  the  railway  principle  waa  one  of 
the  greatest  boons  to  the  country,  and  he 
should  regret,  therefore,  to  see  it  checked. 
Hany  people  thought  that  it  would  have 
been  better  if  Government  had  taken 
railways  under  their  care.  He  differed 
fnia  them  in  that  opinion,  for  he  believed 
that  the  railway  principle  would  not  have 
developed  itself  so  completely  under  their 
core  in  twice  the  time  which  bad  been  re- 
qoired  to  bring  it  out,  leaving  it  to  private 
enterprise.  He  certainly  could  not  but 
regret  that  there  had  been  a  great  spirit  of 
gambling  mixed  up  with  a  subject  so  va- 
hiable  in  itself  as  railway  communication  : 
and  he  did  hope  that  what  they  were  about 
to  do  would  put  a  stop  to  nU  unsound  and 
speculative  Hchemea  ;  but  that  it  would 
not  delay  the  fair  and  full  development  of 
a  principle  which  he  believed  was  calcu- 
lated to  confer  the  greatest  blessings  upon 
tbo  country,  and  one,  not  the  least  of  whose 
advantages  was,  that  it  kept  our  capital 
at  home,  and  enabled  us  to  employ  bene- 
ficially large  masses  of  the  working  popu- 
lation of  this  country. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  thought  the  Reso- 
lutions before  the  House  much  needed,  but 
he  could  not  concur  in  an  expression  of  an 
hon.  Member,  that  the  country  was  reco- 
vering from  the  vortex  of  speculation.  It 
could  not  be  deiued  that  much  gambling, 
loss,  and  ruin  had  already  accrued  from 
railway  schemes.  He  thought  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  trusted  far  too  much  to  the 
restrictive  influences  of  the  year  1844. 
That  it  had  laid  a  heavy  hand  upon  specu- 
lation was  perfectly  true.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  fact  of  requiring  deposits  had 
given  the  railway  sciip  and  railway  shares 
a  character  for  which  other  tbmga  had 
neither  the  claim  nor  the  credit.  He  rose 
merely  to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Ciovemment  the    registration  of  all 
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It  was  quite  clear  they  could  not 


prevent  rtuiway  shares  from  participating 
in  the  functions  of  money,  and  they  would 
have  an  undue  issue  of  scrip,  owing  to  the 
subsequent  deposit  under  the  sanction  of 

Farhament;  and  there  were  no  fair  means 
of  limiting  this,  unless  the  Government 
provided  for  the  registration  of  that  scrip 
and  all  shares,  and  gave  the  public  the 
same  means  of  access  to  that  registry  as 
was    allowed    in    the    case    of    bankers' 

Mr.  ward  observed,  that  in  so  far  as 
the  railway  schemes  were  concerned,  the 
Parliament  had  prescribed  certain  condi- 
tions which  wore  complied  with.  The 
mania  that  had  prevailed  had  been  com- 
pared to  the  Mississippi  aud  South  Sea 
schemes.  He  agreed  in  the  propriety  of 
the  comparison,  and  thought  that  a  vast 
amount  of  money  had  been  diverted  from 
its  legitimate  channel  ;  tradesmen  had 
been  induced  to  enter  into  these  specula- 
tions, and  to  invest  in  them  those  moneys 
which  ought  to  have  been  reserved  for  their 
own  business,  and  the  consequence  was 
great  embarrassment.  But  what  was  Par- 
liament to  do,  under  the  circumstances  ? 
Such  a  state  of  things  had  never  before 
presented  itself.  With  these  ResoluUonB 
he  had  no  fault  to  And,  because  he  said 
that  unless  a  board  of  directors  could  get 
a  third  of  their  shareholders  to  consent  to 
the  carrying  on  of  an  undertaking,  there 
could  be  very  little  satisfaction  in  their 
proceedings.  Ho  also  thought  the  pro- 
posed machinery  sufficiently  simple.  He 
should  have  been  better  pleased  hod  the 
Resolutions  been  made  applicable  to  stages 
of  a  Bill  previous  to  the  third  reading,  be- 
cause at  present  the  provisional  directors  of 
an  inchoate  scheme  had  no  discretion  :  they 
must  go  on  incurring  expense  until  relieved 
by  a  BiU  now  before  the  other  House  of 
ParUoment.  He  should  therefore  have 
boon  glad  to  see  these  Resolutions  apply  to 
the  early  stages;  but  he  had  been  told  that 
considering  the  advanced  period  of  the 
Session,  and  the  position  of  the  Railway 
Bills,  this  would  beimpossible.  lie  regretted 
the  circumstance,  but  he  felt  assured  that 
all  directors  who  took  a  proper  view  of 
their  own  interests,  and  those  of  their  con- 
stituents, would,  before  their  Bills  had 
gone  through  the  Standing  Orders,  avail 
themselves  of  the  powers  given  by  the  Re- 
solutions, and  ascertain  the  sense  of  their 
shareholders  before  incurring  any  further 
e:[pcnBC.  In  the  tliird  Resolution  ho  did 
not  clearly  understaud  the  right  hon.iBa- 
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ronet'e  meaning.  lie  thought  that  words 
ehould  be  introduced  to  the  efi^t  that  per- 
s  producing  sufficient  scrip  of  the 


panj. 


whether  their  e 


r  the   property 


of  others,  should  be  entitled  to  taVe  part 
meetings  convened  in  pursuance  of  tne  Re- 
solutions. [Sir  R.  Peel:  It  was  so  pro- 
TidedJ  That  was  aatiafactory.  Of  course 
the  House  was  fully  aware  that  the  right 
hoD.  Baronet  hod  to  deal  with  difficulties 
of  the  moat  cooflicting  character.  Those 
difSculties  did  not  arise  from  the  bond 
fide  proprietary.  Nothing  of  the  kind. 
It  was  well  known  that  half  the  shares 
were  bought  up  by  persons  who  had 
neither  interest  in,  nor  knowledge  of  the 
lines,  but  were  merely  speculating  in  the 
share  market.  These  parties  had  brought 
the  evil  on  themselves.  The  Rcaolutiuns 
before  the  House  would  provide  a  practi- 
cal remedy  for  a  practical  grievance. 
Those  who  held  four-fifths  of  the  shares 
never  intended  to  complete  the  lines ; 
never  dreaming  of  a  panic,  they  bought  the 
shares  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  aglun, 
and  now  being  utterly  unable  to  meet  the 
expenses,  it  was  necessary  that  Parliament 
should  interfere  on  their  behalf.  The  re- 
medy proposed  was  one  of  which  they 
would  BO  eagerly  avail  themaelvea,  that  he 
believed  the  number  of  Bills  would  be  re- 
duced to  one  in  ten.  Speculators  now  saw 
the  extent  of  the  liabilities  in  which  they 
involved  themselves;  and  depend  upon  it  the 
lessons  taught  them  this  year  wou! 
forgotten  for  ten  years  to  come.  One 
word  in  reference  to  some  rather  harsh  ob- 
servations made  that  night  respecting  the 
conduct  of  provisional  directors.  It  woe 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  railway  cnt«r- 
prise  was  useful  ;  that  much  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  depended  on  it ;  and 
that  it  was  a  legitimate  pursuit.  Now,  ^s 
every  railway  project  must  bej_' 
provisional  directory,  if  they  endeavoured 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power  to  ascertain 
that  the  enterprise  was  likely  to  prove  use- 
fol,  he  did  not  think  they  were  now  to  he 
cried  down,  because  in  tnc  mania  of  last 
year  very  exceptionable  transactions  took 
place  in  the  rwlway  world.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  referred  to  the  practice  of  re- 
aervcd  shores,  hut  there  must  be  compani* 
in  which  shares  would  he  reserved.  If  tl 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  to  wade  through 
amass  of  applications  for  sharci 
the  sound  from  the  unsound,  and  to  reject 
those  having  forged  references,  which  gave 
a  character  of  respectability  to  the  appli- 
cants, he  would  find  that  out  of  100)000 
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shares,  not  more  than  40,000  of  them 
could  be  allotted  with  safety.  The  vety 
desire  to  discharge  those  functions  propertj, 
in  hondjtde  schemes,  hod  led  parties  to  re- 
proach provisional  directors  for  reserving 
shares.  [Sir  R.  Peel:  These  are  not  fur 
specimens.]  Why,  the  rage  for  obtaining 
shares  was  quite  beyond  anything  that  hod 
ever  come  within  the  range  of  his  eipe- 
He  had  not  the  least  doubt  but  a 
great  many  errors  took  place  in  the  com- 
pany in  the  management  of  which  he  was 
concerned  ;  but  any  error  in  the  allotment 
of  shares,  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  cansc 
he  had  mentioned.  It  was  within  tiis  own 
experience  that  applications  had  been  made 
to  companies  for  a  large  number  of  shares 
by  Members  of  that  House,  and  those 
shares  were  never  taken  up,  because  they 
did  not  come  out  at  a  premium.  Talk 
of  innocent  shareholders  !  Why,  almost 
every  man  was  concerned  in  taking  abarea 
on  which  they  did  not  pay  the  deposit. 
Allottees  were  fully  as  gnilty  in  that  res- 
pect as  provisional  directors  were,  in  re- 
serving shares.  If  allottees  did  not  see 
that  tibey  could  realiie  a  premium,  they 
threw  up  their  tetters  at  once.  The  most 
respectable  parties  were  engaged  on  provi- 
sional committees.  Many  of  them,  luving 
the  best  intentions,  unfortunately  found 
themselves  involved  in  the  whirlpool  of  last 
year,  and  they  were  glad  to  come  out  of  it 
with  anything  like  an  admission,  on  the 
part  of  the  proprietary,  that  they  had  dealt 
fairly.  He  was  sure  that  the  railway  trans- 
actions of  last  year  would  bo  a  lesson  to 
him.  He  was  extremely  anxious  to  wind 
up  the  concern  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected ;  and  he  believed  one-third  of  the 
shareholders  would  gladly  avail  themaetres 
of  the  opportunity  afforded  for  doing  bo  bj 
the  light  hon.  Baronet's  Resolutions.  He 
had  derived  no  advEUitage  from  being  in  the 
direction  of  the  company  with  which  he 
was  connected,  nor  did  he  think  that  for 
his  six  months'  labour  he  should  get  one 
shilling  from  either  party. 

Mr.  F.  T.  BARINQ  said  that  in  Com- 
mittee he  hod  objected  to  any  legislative 
interference  with  the  employment  of  capi- 
tal, and  since  thenhe  had  seen  no  reason  to 
alter  his  opinion.  He  regretted  that  theleu, 
because  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  so 
framed  bis  Resdutions  as  to  effect  bene- 
ficial results  without  at  all  touching  on  the 
principle.  To  the  Resolutions  he  had  not 
the  slightest  objection.  They  afforded  a 
remedy  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
the  proprieton,  and  nude  no  attempt  to 
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control  them.  It  gare  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  conBidering  their  positioa,  and  (lia- 
cuseing  the  point  of  whether  it  would  be 
expedient  to  proceed  according  to  dieir 
onpaai  intention.  It  was,  in  fact,  only 
an  appeal  from  Philip  draofc  to  Philip 
sober;  an  inqui^  whether  a  voyage  pro- 
jected with  fair  nreeaes  and  smooth  water, 
was  to  he  pereevered  in  when  clouds  were 
gathering,  and  the  wares  were  so  rough  as 
at  present.  For  these  reasous  he  gave 
his  cordial  concurrence  to  the  proposal  of 
the  right  hoo.  Baronet.  The  only  objec- 
tion he  had  was  as  to  the  time  at  which 
they  came  into  operation.  If  poaaible,  he 
should  wish  to  have  avoided  the  eipensea 
of  the  early  stages;  hut  there  was  no  pro- 
posal to  wluch  some  objection  could  not  he 
made.  With  this  reservation  he  gave  his 
cordial  consent  to  the  Beaolutlons. 

Mb.  B.  DENI9ON  regretted   that  in 
e  of  last  summer  Paiiiament  had 


not  attempted  some  preliminary  interfer- 
ence with  railway  schemes.  There  were 
then  outward  signs  which  would  fully  have 
justified  legislative  interference.  The 
spread  of  unsound  speculation  hod  injured 
wholesome  trade  in  all  its  branches,  by 
tying  1^  capital  which  would  have  been 
otherwise  employed.  However,  it  was 
better  to  interfere  late  than  not  at  aU. 
He  was  sorry  that  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Sunderland  was  not  present, 
because  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ses- 
sion he  had  deprecated  interference  with 
railway  projects,  and  said  that  the  country 
could  bear  an  outlay  for  ^uch  purposes  of 
fifty  millions  a  year.  He  approved  of  the 
ReBolutioDB,  because  they  would  enable 
parties  to  wind  up;  and  the  sooner  the  bet- 
ter. With  reference  to  the  question  of 
dme,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
Resolutions  offered  no  hindrance  to  immedi- 
ate meetings,  and  therefore,  if  directors 
did  their  duty,  they  would  at  once  take 
advantage  of  the  Resolutions,  call  their 
sharehoTdcrs  together,  and  thus  save  their 
deposits  from  solicitors  and  agents.  There 
was  another  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
coll  the  attention  of  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  Hi 
hon.  Friend  had,  in  his  speech,  alluded^  to 
Ur.  Brunei's  statement  as  to  the  increased 
cost  of  constructing  railways.  That  state- 
ment bad  already  been  answered  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sunderland;  but  he 
would  odd,  that  he  had  been  in  communica- 
tion with  persons  in  the  habit  of  contract- 
ing for  railway  work,  and  they  had  in- 
formed him  tn«t  the  increase  would  be 


Mr,  BmneV.  In  another  part  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend's  speech  he  had  alluded  to  a 
newspaper  paragraph,  referring  to  the 
London  and  York  Railway.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  had  seemed  to  infer  from  that 
paragraph  that  the  directors  of  die  Lon- 
don ond  York  were  themselves  au4ous  to 
wind  up.  [Sir  R.  Peel:  By  no  means. 
Was  the  paper  sigoed  hy  a  person  named 
Phillips?  [Sir  E.  Peel:  Yes.]  Then 
the  paper  from  which  his  right  hon.  Friend 
had  quoted  was  a  circular  which  had  been 
sent  round  to  the  shareholders  of  the 
London  and  York  Company,  exhorting 
"  n  to  wind  up.  It  was  signed  by  a  per- 
named  Phillips,  who  date's  it  from  the 
ofEce  of  the  London  and  York  Company, 
director  of  that  company,  holding 
only  fifty  shares;  he  had  never  nought  or 
sold,  and  hod  joined  the  railway  solely  oii 
public  grounds.  Would  the  House  heheve, 
that  this  Mr.  Phillips  who  hod  taken  so 
much  trouble,  was  not  secretary  to  the 
company,  but  merely  a  self-elected  Amc- 
tionaryf  He  was  not  knovm  to  the  direc- 
tors, but  had  merely  been  appointed  hf 
persons  who  were  anxious  to  damage  the 
company.  He  (Mr.  Denison)  was  in  a  con- 
dition to  prove  that,  since  the  announce- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  inten- 
tions, persons  connected  with  Mr,  Phillips 
had  been  buying  up  shares  in  the  London 
and  York  line,  for  the  purpose  of  brining 
them  to  bear  on  meetinm  to  be  convened 
under  Ihe  Resolutions.  The  House  would 
agree  with  him  that  this  was  a  most  disho- 
nourable proceeding.  He  was  glad  that 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  far  Shef&«jd 
bad  not  left  the  Honse.  Would  it  be  be- 
lieved that  the  directors  of  the  Eastern 
Counttes  Railway,  of  whom  thehon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sheffield  was  one,  had  by  letter 
put  themselves  in  communication  with  Mr. 
Phillips  and  his  friends,  and  there  woa  nq 
doubt  hut  that  th^  united  object  was  to 
prevent  the  London  and  York  Bill  from 
passing  through  Parliament.  He  would  go 
so  far  as  to  say,  that  the  London  and  York 
directors  had  been  persecuted  by  their  op- 
ponents in  a  way  which  was  not  ai  all  cre- 
ditable to  the  directors  of  other  companies. 
He  thought  he  could  refer  to  his  hon,  and 
learned  Friend  the  Sohcitor  General,  and 
ask  him  whether  statements  had  not  heea 
laid  before  him  which  were  unheard  of  be- 
fore, and  which  the  directors  were  forced  to 
lay  before  him?  His  object  in  mentioning 
these  facts  was  to  show  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet that  hy  his  Resdution  existing  coma 
2H2 
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panies  noiUd  have  decided  odranta^u  and 
facilities  jq  buying  up  the  shnres  of  infant 
eompanics  for  the  purpose  of  burking  tbi 
He  did  uot  Bay  thia  from  the  Hiightest  fear 
that  the  London  and  York  would  be  affect- 
ed by  such  practices.  He  believed  that  it 
might  set  all  such  attempts  at  defiance;  but 
he  wished  to  point  out  the  advantages  that 
were  given  to  existiDg  lines.  There  was 
no  doubt  hut  that  directors  of  existing  lines 
would  have  great  facihties  iu  buj'ing  up 
Bcrip  for  these  mectingB;  and  therefore  he 
would  have  it  provided,  if  possible,  that 
person  should  have  a  vote  who  hod  not 
been  in  possession  of  liia  scrip  on  the  4th  of 
April,  or  the  time  at  which  the  announce- 
ment was  made.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  general  scope  of  the  Resolutions.  One 
word  more.  He  thought  that  the  Resolu- 
tions might  be  condensed  without  injuring 
their  effect.  One  said  that  the  meeting 
must  he  convened  hy  scripholders  n 
seating  one-third  of  the  capital,  ani: 
them,  three-fifths  when  present  would  be 
at  Uberty  to  affirm  the  proposition  to  go  on 
or  off  with  the  Bill.  Now,  what  would 
happen  ?  Until  three-fifths  of  the  scrip 
was  in  the  room,  the  parties  to  whom  he 
had  alluded  would  staj  out,  and  delay 
meeting  being  formed.  As  an  illustration 
of  this,  he  would  allude  to  what  often 
curred  in  that  House.  When  a  discussion 
was  about  to  come  on  which  some 
Gentlemen  were  desirous  of  avoiding 
was  not  unusual  for  them  to  remain  in 
lobby,  knowing  that  unless  forty  Members 
could  he  got  together,  the  question  could 
not  come  on;  but  should  the  House  be  made 
without  them,  then,  as  they  had  no  further 
interest  in  remaining  outside,  they  also 
came  in.  So  it  would  he  with  these  rail- 
way meetings.  The  parties  objecting  would 
not  go  into  the  room  until  they  found  there 
was  sufficient  scrip  represented  already 
to  constitute  a  meeting;  but  when  that 
was  the  case,  they  would  of  course 
go  in  and  take  their  chance  with  the 
others.  He  thought,  therefore,  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  allow  the  meeting  to 
consist  of  one-fifth  of  the  whole  instead  of 
one-third,  it  would  in  practice  be  much 
better.  The  Resolution  provided  that  three- 
fifths  of  the  one-third  required  to  be  pre- 
Bent,  sliould  divide  whether  the  undertaking 
■hould  proceed  or  not — that  was  one-fifth 
of  the  whole ;  then  why  not  let  the  meeting 
consist  of  one-fifth  of  the  whole  in  the  first 
instance,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  confirm, 
if  thi'y  thought  ]>ropcr,  the  resolution  for 
going  on?     Oenerally  he  was  in  favour  of 


the  Government  Besotutioos,  because  he 
thought  the  sooner  those  schemes  which 
were  not  to  ho  carried  out  were  wound  op 
the  better.  He  wished  to  aay  one  word  in 
regard  to  the  last  observation  of  the  lion. 
Member  for  Sheffield.  He  was  quite  awaro 
of  the  great  difficulty  which  had  occun^ 
to  directors  of  late  in  allotting  the  shares; 
but,  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  when 
many  good  and  profitable  schemes  were 
being  brought  forward,  he  knew  that  ia 
many  cases  the  directors  did  retain  for 
themselves,  and  keep  in  their  own  pocketa, 
very  large  numbers  of  shares — not  hun- 
dreds merely,  but  thousands — refusing  to 
allot  them  to  applicants  who  were  equally 
wealthy  and  respectable  with  themselves. 
He  said  this  advisedly;  and  he  must  add 
that  it  was  a  most  unfair  way  of  dealing 
with  the  puhhc.  He  would  not  mention 
any  names ;  but,  if  called  upon  to  do  ao, 
he  could  refer  to  one,  two,  three  instances 
in  which  respectable  parties,  living  in  the 
immediate  district  through  which  the  rulway 
was  intended  to  pass,  were  refused  shares, 
while  they  were  retained  in  the  pockets  of 
the  directors.  In  one  case,  «  gentleman 
who  had  applied  for  twenty-five  got  only- 
ten  ;  another,  who  applied  for  finy,  got 
twenty-five ;  and  when  the  allotment  was 
concluded,  and  it  was  found  that  a  large 
number  of  shares  still  remained,  the  direc- 
tors appropriated  them  to  themselves,  and 
sold  them  to  the  public  at  a  large  premium. 
This  was  a  practice  which  Parliament 
should  prevent  if  possible.  It  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  large  sums  of  money  that 
had  been  made  by  a  few  individuals  in  this 
way,  that  this  mad  apphcation  for  shares 
hod  taken  place. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER observed,  that  there  was  so  general 
a  concurrence  in  the  mun  objects  of  these 
Resolutions,  that  it  would  he  unnecessary 
for  him  to  intrude  any  lengthened  remarks. 
Some  one  or  two  objections  had,  however, 
been  advanced  to  some  portions  of  the  pro- 
posal, and  to  the  general  course  of  the 
Qovemment,  upon  which  he  would   offer 
one  or  two  observatjons.    In  the  first  place, 
it  was  urged  that  the  Govenunent  might 
have  interfered  more  directly,  and  at  an 
early  period.      Every  one  who    had  pud 
attention  to  what  had  taken  place  upon  the 
subject  of  railways  during  the  close  of  the 
it  year,   must  be  aware   that  the  extent 
which  undue  speculation  was  then   car- 
<I  woH  Huch  as  to  threaten  great  danger 
the  eommcrciul  and  monetary  affairs  of 
this  country.     Placed  in  the  situation  ha 
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bad  the  honour  to  fill,  he  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  nae  &11  the  means  in  his  power  to 
discourage  such  epeculation,  and  to  induce 
ftll  those  over  whom  he  thought  he  had  any 
influence,  not  to  emhark  in  or  give  counte- 
nance to  them.  But,  to  prevent  their  being 
carried  to  a  atill  more  ruinous  extent,  he 
apprehended  two  courses  only  were  open 
aa  far  aa  the  interference  of  Parliament 
was  concerned.  They  might  at  the  com- 
mencement have  resolved  to  permit  only 
such  a  number  of  railway  schemes  to  he 
brought  forward  in  the  present  Session  as 
they  thought  the  resources  of  the  country 
COidd  reasonably  and  without  inconveni- 
ence carry  out.  But  how  would  they, 
had  they  adopted  that  coutbo,  have  met 
the  difficulty  of  selecting  those  schemes  to 
which  the  indulgence  of  being  permitted 
to  proceed  with  their  case  should  be  ex- 
tended, and  those  which  should  at  once  be 
refaaed?  They  would  have  been  involved 
in  the  difGcuIty  from  which  the  hon.  Uem- 
her  for  Manchester  could  find  no  better 
way  of  extricating  them  than  the  giving  a 
monopoly  to  the  existing  lines,  and  exclud- 
ing all  new  lines  from  competing  with  them. 
But  when  Parhament  first  met,  then 
not  that  general  sense  of  impending  diffi- 
culty which  would  have  justified  Parlia- 
ment in  embarking  in  the  task  of  making 
any  such  regulation.  That  fact  was,  in- 
deed, sufficiently  proved  by  the  speech 
made  about  that  period  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sunderland  (Mr.  Hudson).  The  only 
course,  then,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  for 
Fu-liament  to  take  was,  to  refrain  from 
immediate  interference,  and  to  allowthe  pub- 
lic mind  to  cool  down  until  it  became  itself 
convinced  of  the  danger  which  these  over- 
speculationa  must  occasion.  That  period 
had  now  arrived,  and  the  public  being  now 
sobered  down — or,  as  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  expressed  it,  there  being  now 
an  appeal  from  Philip  drunk  to  Philip 
sober — had  the  opportunity  of  effecting 
that,  through  their  own  medium,  which  it 
was  moat  desirable  should  he  effected,  but 
which  could  not  be  so  well  accomplished 
through  any  other.  One  consequence  of 
the  delay  was,  that  they  had  now  the  con- 
currence of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sunder- 
land in  the  Resolutions  which  his  right 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  R.  Peel)  had  brought 
forward,  which  it  was  quite  clear  he 
would  have-  opposed  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  Session.  This  was  the  ground 
upon  which  he  justified  the  delay  which 
had  taken  place,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,    in   dealmg  with    this    sub- 


ject. Another  objection  which  had  been 
taken  was,  that  the  Resolution  ought  to 
come  into  operation  previous  to  the  mea- 
sures which  might  be  affected  by  it  going 
into  Committee  instead  of  before  the  thiid 
reading,  inasmuch  as  by  delaying  it  till  the 
third  reading,  the  parties  were  subjeeted 
to  great  expenses — expenses  which  in  some 
cases  the  directors,  engineers,  attorneys, 
and  others,  had  a  direct  and  positive  in- 
terest in  forcing  the  company  to  incur — in 
carrying  the  Bill  through  Committee.  Tha 
reason  for  not  applying  the  Resolution  be- 
fore the  committal  of  the  Bill  was  this  : 
that  aa  the  Resolution  was  necessary  in 
consequence  of  the  Bill  brought  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  would  afford  to  those 
companies  the  means  of  dissolving  them- 
selves, and  as  some  time  might  elapse  be- 
fore that  Bill  received  the  Royal  Assent, 
if  all  the  railway  schemes  now  before  Par- 
liament were  in  the  meanwhile  delayed 
until  the  required  assent  was  ohtained,  it 
might,  and  he  thought  would  have  hap- 
pened, that  none  of  those  genuine  railway 
measures  which  were  now  before  Parlia- 
ment, would  have  hod  time  to  go  through 
their  several  stages,  however  good  they 
might  be,  and  however  much  to  the  pubhc 
advantage  would  be  their  passing.  Then, 
was  not  every  possible  advantage  which 
could  be  required  secured  by  imposing  this 
check  previous  to  the  third  reading  ?  These 
Resolntioos  permitted  the  companies  im- 
mediately to  hold  the  necessary  meeting; 
and  if  at  such  meeting  a  resolution  in  fa- 
vour of  carrying  out  the  project  was  not 
come  to,  what  would  he  said  of  that  body 
of  directors  who  would,  nevertheless,  entail 
upon  their  constituents  the  expense  of  at- 
tempting to  force  their  Bill  through  Com- 
mittee; and  what  chance  would  such  Bill 
have  with  the  Committee  upstairs  ?  Or, 
having  the  opportunity  to  obtain  it,  what 
would  be  said  of  the  directors  who,  not 
having  tho  authority  of  i^uch  a  resolution, 
determined  without  consulting  their  con- 
sulting their  constituents  to  put  them  to 
the  expense  of  a  contest  in  Committee  ? 
Therefore,  although  the  check  was  not 
imposed  imtil  previous  to  the  third  reading, 
it  would,  he  thought,  be  effectual  for  its 
object,  llis  hon.  Friend  behind  him  (Mr. 
B.  Denison)  had  suggested,  that  instead  of 
making  the  meeting  to  consist  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  one  third  of  the  whole 
niunber  of  shares,  and  allowing  three-fifths 
of  that  one-third  to  decide,  they  abould 
provide  at  once  that  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
shonld  be  sufficient  to  sanction  the  pro- 
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grcea  of  the  BiB.  The  hon.  Memlwr  urged 
truly,  that  thrce-fiftha  of  one-third  was 
equal  to  oiie-fifth  of  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
prietors. But,  though  this  was  mathema- 
tic&llj  correct,  the  practical  workiog  of  the 
matter  was  a  different  thing.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  mere  assembling  of  one- 
fiflh  of  the  holders  of  the  scrip  would  snJS- 
cientlj  show  the  feeling  of  the  whole  body 
of  proprietors.  If  the  mee^ng  were  cod- 
Teoed  as  proposed  by  the  ResoTutioDs,  the 
vholo  circumstanc«s  and  poeitioa  of  the 
Bchemo  would  be  canvasaed — the  conduct 
of  the  directors,  whether  they  deserved 
the  confidence  of  the  shareholder!!,  would 
bo  eoOfiidered  — •  and  it  would  bo  seen 
irhcther  any  unjust  roprcaentations  had 
been  made  as  to  the  desirableness  or  the 
prospects  of  the  measure,  and  whether  it 
would  be  desirablo  ia  pursue  or  abandon 
it,  A  discussion  as  to  these  matters  would 
take  place,  and  after  that  discussion  they 
would  have  the  dccisioD  of  two-thirds  of 
those  who  had  engaged  in  it.  This  would 
prevent  eveiy  thing  Tike  evasion,  and  every 
thing  like  trick — at  all  events,  there  would 
be  milch  loss  chance  of  trickery  than  if  it 
were  eutrusfcd  to  one-fifth  of  the  whole  in 
the  first  instatice  to  decide  whether  the 
But  should  go  forwarder  not,  He  did  not, 
therefore,  tmnk  that  it  would  bo  desirable 
to  make  any  change  in  this  respect.  His 
hoD.  Friend  had,  however,  urged  another 
objection  to  the  measure.  Ho  said,  that 
the  great  companies,  who  have  considerable 
capital  and  influence  at  their  command, 
would  immediately  buy  up  the  scrip  of  the 
opposing  schemes,  la  order  to  be  able  to 
Attend  the  meeting  and  vote  agiunst  their 
further  progress,  and  thus  all  competition 
would  be  put  an  end  to.  To  obviate  which 
evil  his  hon.  Friend  proposed  that  no  share' 
holder  should  be  permitted  to  vote  who  had 
purchased  scrip  subsequent  to  the  4th  of 
April,  or  the  day  when  those  Resolutions 
were  first  promulgated.  If  it  could  be  as- 
cortained  correcOy  when  the  parties  pur- 
chased their  scrip,  such  an  arrangement 
might  be  useful;  but  scrip  passed  from  one 
hand  to  the  other  so  rapidly  that  that  was 
impossible.  They  might  ascertain  when 
the  scrip  was  issued,  but  not  generally 
when  it  came  into  the  hands  of  its  present 
posoeieors.  But  if  soch  an  arrangement 
could  be  made,  he  doubted  whether  it  would 
Answer  the  end  his  hon.  Friend  wished  to 
effect.  Suppose  the  case  his  hon.  Friend 
had  put  of  one  of  the  large  railway  compa- 
nies going  into  the  market  and  buying  up 
the  Klip  of  a  competJDg  line  for  the  purpose 


of  putting  a  stop  to  the  undertaking.  The 
very  fact  of  such  purchase,  if  made  to  onr 
extent,  would  dereat  the  object  for  whiim 
it  was  mode,  inasmuch  as  it  would  increase 
the  demand,  and  so  raise  the  value  of  the 
shares  in  the  market.  Thus  vhile  the  es- 
tablished company  wereaccompUshing  their 
object  on  the  one  hand,  they  would  be  arm- 
ing the  proprietors  of  thtnr  opponents  against 
them.  He  had  now,  he  bchcved,  adverted 
to  the  principal  objections  which  had  been 
raised  against  the  proposition.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  question  was  not  be- 
set with  diiEcuIties  on  every  side;  no  per- 
sons could  bo  BO  well  awaro  of  that  as  those 
who  had  been  now  for  some  tjme  engaged 
in  devising  a  remedy  by  which  thoae  diffi- 
culties should  bo  met.  He  Was  glad  to 
find  that  tbo  House  was  disposed  to  agree 
that  io  their  attempt  to  do  so,  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  tolerably  suoeessfiil.  He 
believed  if  theso  Resolutions  were  coafinn- 
ed,  and  the  Bill  which  had  that  night  been 
introduced  by  his  noble  Friend  in  the  other 
House  should  pass  at  a  comparatiTely  early 
period,  the  danger  which  now  threatened 
would  bo  averted,  and  a  great  benefit  con- 
ferred on  the  commercial  community. 

Mk.  GISBORNE  said,  whether  the  Qo- 
vemment  had  interfered  or  not  at  the  right 
time,  there  could  be  no  doubt  th^  had  in- 
terfered in  the  right  (Erection.  The  meft- 
Bure  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
just  alluded  was  in  all  respects  an  enahhng 
and  not  a  restnuning  Bill.  The  Resolution 
placed,  as  he  understood,  the  scripholder 
m  the  same  position  as  the  original  allottee 
— that  was  right,  as  tbo  scripholder  was 
the  party  directly  interested.  But  he  was 
anxious  to  be  set  right  upon  one  point. 
Many  parties  had  purclmsed  scrip  at  a 
large  premium  from  the  original  allotteea. 
If  the  Bill  which  had  been  alluded  to. 
should  not  pass  in  the  present  Session,  it 
was  doubtful  whether  the  holder  could  not 
recover  from  the  allottee  the  money  M  paid 
for  the  scrip — how  would  that  aflect  hia  in- 
terest in  voting  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  aud. 
that  upon  that  point  there  was  no  doubt  as 
to  the  law.  The  party  could  not  re- 
cover. 

Mb.  GISBORNE :  Then  am  I  to  un- 
derstand that  in  such  a  cue  the  bai^iun 
would  stand? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL:  It  u 
perfectly  clear  that  aa  the  law  atauda,  a 
person  who  has  purchased  scrip  cannot 
recover  back  from  the  original  allottee  the 
price  he  may  have  paid  for  it.     If  he  has 
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fiven  his  money  for  scrip,  he  must  abide 
y  the  borgoJn. 

ViacousT  SANDON  saw  with  Iietirty 
fiatisfaction  the  course  the  GoTenunent  had 
adopted  on  this  question,  the  more  so  that 
it  accorded  with  the  suggestion  he  had 
himself  made,  for  giving  the  parties  tl 
selves  the  power  to  proceed  with  or  abandon 
the  undertaking.  At  any  rate  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  clearing  the  Table  of  a 
deal  of  rubbish.  But  he  must  saj  that 
with  regard  to  branches  emanating  from 
estabhshed  companies,  he  should  taso  par- 
ticular care  not  to  confine  him  self  specifi- 
cally to  the  branches  brought  bofore  Par- 
liament by  those  companies,  but  should 
consider  it  his  duty  to  see  the  plans  of  other 
BcbemcH  that  had  been  before  Parliament 
to  accommodate  that  locality.  He  would 
examine  their  plans,  and  if  he  found  they 
were  likely  to  be  of  more  service  to  the 
pubhc,  and  there  was  a  prohability  of  their 
being  ultimately  carried  into  effect,  al- 
though dropped  for  a  time,  he  should  feel 
himself  qiute  justified  in  rejectmg  the  Bill 
of  the  established  company,  not  because  it 
would  not  be  advantageous,  but  because 
he  thought  there  were  other  linea  more 
advantageous.  The  adoption  of  such  a 
principle  as  that  was  the  only  wa^  in  his 
opinion  of  escaping  from  the  difficulty  of 
adopting  those  inferior  projects,  whilst 
others  more  advantageous  were  driven  out 
of  the  market.  He  trusted  the  effect 
would  be  to  give  an  additional  impetus  to 
the  industrial  encr^es  of  the  country,  by 
employing  the  large  amount  of  capital 
which  must  otherwise  have  lain  in  a  com- 
paratively dormant  state. 

Mb.  WILLIAMS  understood  the  num- 
ber of  Bills  which  had  been  rejected  for 
non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders, 
was  between  thirty  and  forty  ;  for  some  of 
them,  the  longest  hues,  he  understood, 
nearly  half  a  million  of  money  had  been 
subscribed.  He  understood  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (the  Solicitor  General] 
to  refer  only  to  those  bills  at  present  bo- 
fore the  House. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  said, 
that  tho  Resolutions  applied  to  Rills  at 
present  under  the  consiaeration  of  Parlla- 

Mb.  W.  COLLETT  (Stamford)  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  bond  fide  direc- 
tors would  do  all  m  their  power  to  give 
effect  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Of  course  he  could  hot  answer  for 
mere  provisional  committeo-men.  But  he 
must  say  be  considered  the  former  a  rety 
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ill-used  body.     He  rejoiced  to  hear  it  stated 


by  an  hon.  Member  of  the  Government, 
that  stamped  proidea  were  not  now  neces- 
sary, lie,  however,  denied  that  the  in- 
crease in  contracts  for  works  was  an  argu- 
ment against  me  prosecution  of  railway 
enterprise;  and,  although  in  consequence  of 
the  demand,  the  wages  of  labour  had  risen, 
there  had  been  a  diminution  in  the  price  of 
land,  ond  various  articles  necessair  for  the 
construction  of  tho  works :  in  fact,  the 
contracts  this  year  were  less,  upon  the 
whole,  than  during  the  last.  He  hoped 
that,  in  cases  where  bond  _fide  directors 
had  called  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders, 
and  an  opinion  was  expressed  favour- 
able to  a  winding-up,  that  that  winding- 
up  would  not  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  directors,  who  had  had  all  the  trouble, 
and  confided  to  a  trustee  or  any  other 
party,  and  thereby  cast  a  sort  of  sliir  upon 
the  management ;  hut  that  those  com- 
panies who  wished  to  wind  up  would  bo 
allowed  to  keep  tho  arrangement  of  their 
affairs  in  their  own  hands, 

Ms.  GRAINGER  suggested  that  a 
clause  should  be  introduced  into  the  Bill, 
compelling  every  party  who  attended  a 
meeting  of  shareholders  to  bring  with  him 
a  documenl,  showing  that  he  had  brought 
his  scrip  or  Interest  in  the  company  prior 
to  the  4th  April.  In  all  other  respecis  he 
thought  the  Resolutions  objectionable. 

Mb,  O'CONNELL  thought  the  evils  of 
the  railway  speculation  had  not  been  ex- 
aggerated by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site ;  and  although  he  should  not  offer  any 
opposition  to  the  Resolutions  which  had 
been  proposed,  he  could  not  help  remarUog 
how  many  difTerent  opinions  might  he 
formed  of  the  proper  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  subject.  In  his  opinion  they  must 
eBtahlish  something  like  a  railway  code, 
aud  they  ought  to  have,  too,  a  rulway 
judge,  and  legislation  might  be  so  shaped 
that  this  judge  should  have  jurisdiction  to 
decide  upon  the  several  Bills  which  came 
before  Mm.  He  would  have  the  House 
recollect  that  there  was  nothing  eitrava- 
eaut  in  this  notion  of  having  a  particular 
judge  to  preside  over  a  particular  coiirt. 
They  had  Ecclesiastical  judges — Judicial 
judges  —  Admiralty  judges  —  separate 
judges  for  the  different  courts  of  law — 
Criminal  judges,  and  Registration  judges, 
and  why  not  have  a  railway  judge  ?  The 
hon.  tho  Solicitor  General  told  them  that 
power  would  bo  taken  in  the  Bill  to  com- 
pel companies  to  wind  up  upon  certain 
conditions ;  but  if  thejr  were  to  he  ctHn- 
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e  muat  be  Bome  tribunal  to 
The   Act   of  Parliament  itself 
would  not  compel  them.    True,  they  might 
inflict  penalties   for  non-compliance,    a 
then   litigation   would   arise ;   and  who 
proper  tu  Bcttlo  the  difference  as  an  offii 
appointed  for   the  purpose  ?  and  although 
the  cost  might  be  an  additional  one,  he 
persuaded  that  no  real  good  would  eve 
effected  until  they  had  an  established  rail- 
way code  and  a  railway  judge.     lie  would 
hare  them  take  from  the  bar  some  or 
those  iDtellJKent  gentlemen  in  the  vigour 
of  youth  anu  of  good  practice,  and  make 
him  a  railway  judge.      It  might,  however, 
be    said  that   the   necessity   for    such    an 
official  would  not  exist  beyond  two  or  three 
years.      Ills  answer   to   that   was,  if  there 
was  DO  necessity  for  such  a  judge,  let  him 
succeed  to  the  first  vacant  judgeship  ;   and 
whilst  he  should  give   his   support   to   the 
Resolutions,  nevertheless  lie  bad  deemed  it 
right  to  throw  out  this  suggestion  as  one 
which  might  not  be  unworUiy  of  consider- 
atiou. 

Mr.  PACKB  agreed  in  the  Resolutions 
before  the  House.  He  believed  there  had 
been  railway  lines  put  forward  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  competing  lines 
which  would  afford  a  useful  railway  com- 
munication ;  he  thought  it  unfair,  by  such 
a  proceeding,  by  such  a  cajolery,  to  de- 
prive persona  of  the  advantage  of  railway 


Mk.  M.   GIBSON  asked  the    SoUcitor 

General — Suppose  a  person  bought  scrip 
in  the  market,  who  had  no  liability  what- 
ever, not  being  hound  in  any  way,  having 
signed  no  Farhamentary  contract ;  if  that 
person  attended  a  railway  meeting,  where 
be  acknowledged  himself  as  a  shareholder 
in  the  concern,  by  his  so  attending,  was 
not  his  position  altered,  and  consequently, 
was  he  not  liable  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  said, 
that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  assuring  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  there  would  not  be 
the  slightest  additional  responsibility  in- 
curred by  scripholders  hy  the  adoption  of 
the  Resolutions  before  the  House. 

Lord  G.  BENTINCK  :  Sir,  I  have 
no  desire  to  discourage  railways  when 
they  aro  established  upon  a  sound  and 
wholesome  basis,  hut  am  rejoiced  to  see 
measures  passed  which  are  calculated  to 
encourage  safe  and  legitimate  enterprise. 
As  regards  observations  that  have  been 
mode  by  boo.  Members,  I  cannot  altoge- 
ther concur  in  their  uuijualified  approval  of 
the  conduct  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
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in  reference  to  these  matters.  When  tfa« 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Ejtcbequer  draws  a  disdnction  between 
"the  people  drunk"  and  "the  people 
sober"  as  regards  railway  apeculAtion,  I 
would  aak,  have  not  Her  Majesty's  Uints- 
ters  had  a  great  share  in  malung  them 
drunk  on  railway  shares?  Up  till  1844  ■ 
restriction  existed  of  making  people  pay  • 
deposit  of  101.  per  cent,  before  introduciDg 
their  measure  to  this  House;  but  in  that 
year  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  relaxed  that 
restriction,  by  reducing  the  deposit  required 
from  lOl.  to  51.  per  cent;  and  that.  Sir, 
encouraeed  these  wild  speculations  in  rail- 
ways. But  in  1845  those  speculationH  in- 
creased to  a  still  greater  height — and  then 
was  established  a  Railway  Board,  and  at 
the  head  of  that  Board  sat  a  nobleman  of 
great  talent,  experience,  and  ability,  the 
Earl  of  Dalhousie,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade — -who  did  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  discourage  the  wild  specula- 
tion that  was  then  going  on.  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  however,  did  so  much  to  encou- 
rage the  extension  of  railways  at  that  time, 
that  it  could  not  be  endured  if  the  large 
and  small  towns  did  not  adopt  a  shorter 
line  for  communication  with  each  other, 
which  was  the  cause  of  setting  up  a  num- 
ber of  competing  lines.  Therefore,  when 
the  Queen's  Government  encouraged  it,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  that  the  people  should 
have  become  so  excited.  Why,  Sir,  it  waa 
not  to  be  endured  at  that  time  that  in  tlie 
communication  between  Manchester  and 
Liverpool  there  should  be  a  round  of  ten  or 
twelve  miles  in  the  line;  and  therefore, 
when  the  people  were  thus  enconraged,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  that  they  should 
have  entered  into  all  kinds  of  Bpeculatiou. 
Not  satisfied  with  making  speeches  In  ap- 
proval of  those  matters,  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet at  the  bead  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, became  the  hero  of  the  Bilver 
trowel  and  mahogany  wheelbarrow.  Sir, 
I  consider  that  in  a  great  measure  we  are 
indebted  to  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  for  the 
wild  speculations  that  have  taken  place, 
and  in  proof  of  that  I  may  here  remark  tliat 
at  Burton-on- Trent,  near  Tamworth,  tLere 
time  no  less  than  ten  compet- 


Mr.  CARDWELL,  without  taking  any 
notice  of  the  concluding  observations  of  the 
noble  Lord,  begged  to  state  that  if  Her 
Majesty's  Government  could  be  said  to 
'iSTc  caused  speculaUons  in  railways,  they 
.id  so  under  these  circumstances  only— 
that  previous  to  1844  trade  was  not  in  a 
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ronet  read  a  letter  irbich  he  aud  shoclied 
hitn  moBt  dreadfully.  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
berfor  Taunton  (Mr.  Labouchere)  observed 
that  the  remark  only  ahoved  the  inoocence 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  as  to  what  his 
correBpondeut  called  ' '  rig^ng  the  market, ' ' 
a  phrase  known  to  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  at  ChristmaB  last.  Did  Ministers 
ask  them  now  what  to  do  ?  To  send  to  a 
Committee  upsturs  the  groat  majority  of 
the  Bills  got  up  in  that  manner,  fictitious 
values  having  been  given  to  the  shares. 
They  were  wading  through  all  this  mass  of 
filth,  and  this  "  rigging  of  the  market,"  so 
woU  described  by  the  correspondent  of  the 
right  bon.  Baronet.  When  the  Resolutions 
of  the  right  hoD.  Baronet  were  disposed  of, 
be  (Ur.  Dnncombe)  should  propose  a  Re- 
solution which  would  probe  this  matter  to 
the  bottom,  and  show  whether  rtulway  pro- 
jects were  of  a  bond  /ide  character  or  not, 
whether  tbey  were  undertaken  with  a  view 
to  the  public  welfare,  or  for  stock-jobbing 
purposes.  He  should  propose  to  institute 
a  preluninary  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the 
Committees  to  whom  the  Railway  Bills 
must  be  sent  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing bow  and  by  whom  those  enterprises  had 
been  got  up.  No  company  that  had  been 
honestly  got  up  could  object  to  such  a  pre- 
liminary inquiry;  but  all  the  bubble  acbemes 
would  dissolve  into  thin  air,  and  never  ven- 
ture before  a  Committee.  He  was  told 
that  the  parties  conoemed  in  these  affairs 
did  not  care  one  straw  about  the  Resolu- 
tion for  stopping  short  at  the  third  reading, 
and  that  the  only  resolutions  they  were 
afraid  of  were  the  resolntions  ho  was  about 
to  propose.  It  was  felt  that  his  resolu- 
tions would  probe  the  matter  to  the  bottom. 
What  he  proposed  was — 


yeryeosy  condition,  and  the  money  market 
was  not  in  a  particularly  good  state;  but  in 
that  year  matters  began  to  mend,  and  rail- 
way speculation  very  natnrally  began  to 
increase;  so  that  if  the  Government  had 
caused  that  speculation,  it  was  by  improv- 
ing the  state  of  trade,  and  rendering  more 
easy  the  state  of  the  money  market.  The 
noble  Lord  would  not  deny  that  the  rail- 
way mania  or  intoxication  was  at  its 
height  in  September  and  October  last;  and 
at  that  time  it  was  required  by  the  Stand- 
ing Order  of  the  House  that  one-tenth  of 
the  proposed  capital  of  a  railway  company 
should  be  deposited. 

Mr,  HODGSON  observed,  that  the  Go- 
venunent  bad  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all 
monstrances  on  the  subject  up  to  1844. 
Bnt  in  that  year,  when  trade  revived, 
and  any  relaxation  of  the  rule  was  i 
necessary,  they  reduced  the  amount  of 
deposits  from  10  to  5  per  cent.  As  to  the 
existing  regulations  fixing  the  amount  at 
10  per  cent,  that  was  introduced  at  a  late 

Eeriod  of  the  Session,  and  speculation 
ad  previously    been    carried  to    a   great 

Mr.  T.  S.  DUNCOMBE  beUeved  be 
sbonld  be  able  to  prove  that  the  specula- 
tion in  railways  had  been  encouraged  by 
people  totally  unconnected  widi  the  Minis- 
try— he  wished  he  eould  say  equally  un- 
connected with  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, The  only  blune  he  could  attach  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government  was  that  they 
bad  not  come  sooner  forward  to  say  what 
ought  to  be  done.  In  November  last,  the 
amount  of  railway  business  likely  to  come 
before  Parbament  was  known;  yet  here 
the  House  bad  been  sitting  for  three 
months,  they  were  at  the  present  moment 
floundering  la  the  midst  of  an  accumulation 
of  Railway  Bills,  and  at  last  the  Govern- 
ment produced  for  their  consideration  a 
proposition  to  wait  for  the  opinion  of  the 
present  scripholders  before  proceeding  to 
the  third  reading  of  such  Bills.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  stat«d  that  circumstances 
had  greatly  changed  since  these  parties 
embarked  in  the  undertakings  with  which 
they  were  severally  connected;  hut  did  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  suppose  that  they  were 
the  parties  who  embu-ked  in  these  under- 
takina  in  September  and  November  last  H 
It  did  look  very  suspicious  when  such  ap- 
probation and  unanimity  appeared  among 
parties  connected  with  theStockEichange 
in  anpport  of  the  Govemment  measure. 
They  might  depend  upon  it  that  they  were 
not  going  far  enon^.     The  right  hon,  Ba- 


"  Th*t  it  be  sn  initrootian  to  the  Committra  on 
every  Private  Bill  originated  in  this  Houio  relat- 
ing to  any  Hailny,  before  proceeding  witb  the 
merits  of  luch  Bill,  to  require  to  be  produced  be- 
fore them,  and  verified  by  the  Promoters^l .  A 
copy  of  the  original  Return  made  for  the  pur- 
poiei  of  PrOTlgionnl  Regiatration,  with  the  Domei 
of  the  Promotera  at  then  regiitered," 

In  explanation,  he  had  to  stale,  that  any 
man  might  go  and  get  any  scheme,  how 
absurd  soever,  provisionoUj  registered  ou 
paying  51.  In  November  and  September 
last,  every  man  who  dreamed  almost  of  a 
railway  got  it  registered.  It  would  gene- 
rally be  found  that  most  of  the  parties 
who  registered  were  only  solicitors  or  sur- 
veyors, 

"  2.  The  naiiiea,  residence!,  and  deacriptions  of 
the  present  and  past  PrDvisionnl  Direeton,  Trea- 
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■urera,  SoUeiton,  Seenttrj,  uid  other  OtBccr,  if 

»nj." 

Ho  proTuional  directora  could  object  to 

hlimg  their    niaaea    placed    before    the 

Committee    appointed    to    consider  their 

own  BiU. 

"3.  'llio  present  tni  pTopoaed  utlQUnt  of  the 
Ca^tsloftheCompiiiij.  1.  ThenDmber  of  Shann 
and  tbesmoant  of  each  Share,  fi.  Tho  number  of 
Shares  actoaUr  allotted,  with  the  namn,  reii- 
dences,  and  deaeriptions  of  the  ori^nal  AUot- 
teea,  andtha  number  of  Sbaroi  allotted  to  each," 
At  present  the  House  compelled  the  pro- 
duction of  such  information  in  tho  case  of 
certain  Bills. 

"  6.  The  amonnt  of  Sobaoriptioni  paid  up  b; 
auch  ori^Dal  Allottees.  J.  The  amount  of  Shares 
detained  by  or  for  the  ProrisEonal  Committee. 
8.  Tbo  amODDt  of  Subscriptions  actaallj  paid  up 
bj  nieh  ProTlaional  Committee,  upon  the  Sharts 
originallf  allatted  to  them." 
That,  he  thought,  would  rather  show- 
up  some  of  these  ^ntlemen.  Snrelj  no 
honest  provisional  committee-men  would 
object  to  have  such  a  statement  pro- 
duced. Ererj  sort  of  animal  that  could 
ho  thought  of  had  been  huddled  together 
on  provisional  committees.  There,  for 
example,  wa«  "the  Direct  Hanchestei 
Leeds,  and  York  Eailway."  It  had  n 
leas  thati  172  of  these  provisional  com 
mittce-men.  He  wished  to  see  how  many 
shares  thej'  had  receired,  how  manj  of 
them  had  paid  upon  those  shares,  bow 
manj  shares  bad  been  paid  upon  by  the 
whole  lot.  These  172  men — there  were 
aldermen  among  them.  Peers,  Members  of 
Pariiamcnt,  deputy  lieutenants,  doctors  of 
every  sort,  and  even  clergymen  were  im- 
plicated— -hut  these  172  men  were  pre- 
sented as  decoys  for  the  public.  There 
were  172  decoys  in  all.  The  Ibt  was 
rious;  but  it  would  he  still  more  curiou 
all  those  gcDtlemeu  had  received  letters 
stating  that  if  they  would  only  allow  their 
names  to  be  used  on  this  provisional 
Gommittcee,  they  would  be  guaranteed 
agiuDst  any  liability.  He  had  received 
several  letters  of  that  deseriptionj  but  he 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  tho  pro- 

{*ectB.  One  of  these  letters  addressed  to 
lim  was  couched  in  the  following  terms  : — 
"  Sir — I  bee  to  forward  to  you  a  prospectas  of 
the  projoct«d  Portsmouth  and  Langslon  Railwa; 
and  Dock  CtHnpanv,  of  which  1  respecthillj'  sohcit 
fonr  porusal.  The  bet  of  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
anr7  having  made  a  Eiant  of  the  >ite  for  the  pro- 
posed docks,  coupled  with  tho  eminence  of  the 
cnKineon.  Messrs,  Kcnnie,  and  the  high  character 
and  rcBjicctnhilitv  of  (ho  Mhciton,  Messrs.  Cover- 
daUi  and  Lee,  irill,  I  truBl,  in  jour  opinion,  full; 
warrant  m;  application  to  faa  to  becoms  One  of 
the  /trorisionaT  committee  foh  earTfing  out  this 

gmMt  amtioiud  undotalcing ;  and  in  that  cate  to 
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sign  and  return  the  enclosed  conacnt.     Annexed 
is  the  Companj's  guarantee. — I  hare  the  honeur 
to  be,  Sir,  jour  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
"J.  Pout,  Anistant  Seotetaij." 

The  Lords  of  the  Treaauy  were  actually 
drown  into  it :  then  the  emiacnco  of  the 
engineers,  and  the  high  character  and 
reapectttbility  of  the  solicitors,  were  pressed 
into  the  service;  and  all  theac  considera- 
tiona  wore  stated  as  fully  warranting  the 
'pplication  that  he  should  become  one  of 


'hey 


the  proviaional  committee  for  carryinK 
"this  great  national  undertaking.  Tl 
enclose  the  form  of  the  consent  :— 

"  -Sir — I  request  jou  to  inaert  taj  name  sa  one 
of  the  provisional  committee  of  the  Portamonth 
and  Langston  Railwaj  and  Dock  Company." 
Then  the  guarantee  is  expressed  as  fol- 

—On  behalf  of  mjself  and  the  other  pro- 
jectors of  the  Portsmouth  and  Lnngston  Railway 
-  ■■  il  Dock  Companj,  I  hereby  guarantee  jou,  as  a 
'mber  of  (he  proTlsioaal  committee,  agaioit  all 
costs,  charges,  and  liabilities  whatsoever  in  any 
~'"  relating  to  this  undertaking. 

"GsoBoa  S.  WaiTB,  Secretary." 
Was  not  that  moat  tempting  ?  He  had  got 
several  of  these  applicationa,  and  so  hai^ 
other  Qentlemen.  The  Solicitor  General 
would  tell  hiin  whether  that  was  a  good 
guarantee  or  not;  whether  be  would  hare 
incurred  any  reaponaibility  had  he  become 
one  of  the  provisional  committee  of  "  the 
Portsmouth  and  Langston  Railway  and 
Dock  Company;"  whether  Mr.  Qeorge 
White's  gnanmtee  was  good  for  hia  pro- 
tection in  the  eye  of  the  law.  Supposing 
these  172  gentlemen  who  were  proviaionu 
committee-men  on  "the  Direct  Manchester, 
Leeds,  and  York  Rtulway"  had  received 
die  same  guarantee,  did  the  House  believe 
that  this  was  not  a  gross  fraud  on  the 
public  ? — that  the  public,  the  applicanta 
for  shares,  when  they  saw  the  names  of  the 
provisional  committee  published  to  ihx 
world,  wcro  not  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
each  of  them  participated  in  the  liabilitiea} 
It  did  behove  the  Committee  to  examine 
into  the  responsibility  of  the  proriaional 
committees,  because  they  were  the  deco; 
ducks,  and  had  misled  the  pabUc  at  W^. 
It  had  not  been  Her  Majesty's  Qorern- 
ment,  but  these  provisional  comniittee-meOi 
who  had  indaeea  the  public  to  believe  that 
they  incurred  reeponsibilities  adequate  to 
importance  (if  the  oh^ecta.  Thera 
a  list  collated  from  different  eompa* 
and  taken  from  a  railway  newBpi^>er, 
ahowing  102  of  the  clergy  on  these  ptori* 
aional  committees.  He  had  aaid  that  iktf 
o\ergj  were  equally  implicated.      What 
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would  he  the  conaeqneQceB  in  tbeir  respec- 
tive p&nBhes?  Hera  were  deocooB  sad 
arohdeaooDB,  and  rev.  and  right  rev.  Qen- 
tlemen,  vicnrB  and  rectorB,  and  others,  to 
the  number  of  102|  giving  their  Bpiritnal 
aanction  to  these  undertakings.  How, 
then,  were  tkey  to  blame  the  farmers  and 
the  shopkeepers  in  their  neighbourhoods  ? 
When  the;  saw  tbeee  rev.  personages 
taking  this  active  share — when  they  knew 
that  their  pastors  were  so  occupied — 
knowing  also  thftt  the  Cborch  alwajs 
looked  to  its  own  interest,  and  took  care  of 
itself,  it  was  natural  for  the  flock  to  write 
for  a  number  of  shares.  He  would  re^ 
quire  also — 

"  9.  Ihe  origiiu]  Subserlben'  Agreaineiit,  sifoed 
ti;  ths  Altotteeai"  iiMif"10.  A  Statement  •fths 
uDOuDt  of  0101107  <i>  tuad,  and  qftht  liabSitiel  qf 
Ihe  propoitd  Qmpai^ !  together  wbh  an  Abstract 
tf  ftll  reoeipts  snd  elpenditun,  up  to  (h«  preun- 
tation  of  tlis  Petition  for  Uie  BiU.^' 
This  would  show  the  state  of  the  cotn- 
panv,  and  it  was  what  thej  owed  to  the 
holderfi  of  scrip  in  the  present  position  of 
affairs.  The  shareholders  might  now  meet 
and  might  call  upon  the  provisional  com- 
mittee for  the  statement  of  the  acconnts; 
but  the  committee  always  refbsed  the 
statement,  and  would  not  let  theln  look 
at  the  books;  hut  the  Committee  of  that 
House,  before  it  went  into  the  merits  of 
any  Bill,  ought  to  have  this  information  1 


Committee  of  the  House  of 
would  be  a  guide  for  the  shareholders 
when  they  should  hereafter  come  to  the 
decision  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
asked  :  the  House  owed  it  to  them  to  give 
this  information,  and  if  would  have  a  most 
beneficial  effect.  Then  be  would  farther 
require — 

"11.  A  rtaleifient  of  tho  tonree  whence  the 
(ParliunenCsrj)  depoait  vu  paid  lo  Iha  Aeermmlaitt 
Qaural,  whrAtr  ntf  rf0u  Otpotiti  or  (y  han,  at 
wb«thar  ■  decUratioa  wsi  mua  of  a  nrplui  ■*■ 

The  noble  Lord  the  Uember  for  Lynn  at- 
tached great  importouoe  to  the  deposiW, 
and  to  ^  difference  between  £  and  lO  per 
cent.  He  believed,  when  ParUament  oame 
to  the  determination  with  respect  to  the 
depoeits,  or  wheUier  a  declaratioD  was 
made  of  a  surplus  revenue  instead  of  a 
deposit,  it  was  with  the  view  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  the  enterprise  was  or  was  not 
bondjide,  and  the  Resolution  appeared  on 
the  face  of  it  to  secure  this  ;  hat  in  bH  hia 
experience  of  delusion  and  humbug  in  prac- 
tice be  had  never  known  a  greater  tluo  this 
deposit  with  the  Accountant  General ;  and 


not  only  was  it  a  humbug,  but  great 
inconvenience  had  been  experienced  in 
the  commercial  world,  by  locking  up 
15,000,0002.,  wliilst  at  the  same  time 
tbe^  had  no  security  that  tlie  Bill  ou 
Which  the  deposit  was  paid  was  not  a 
bubble  scheme.  What  was  the  practice  ? 
One  or  two  of  the  leading  directors,  or 
indeed  any  banker,  wbuld  lend  the  mtmey 
on  the  security  of  the  company,  if  it  were 
sbown  that  the  present  Labilities  did  not 
eiceed  the  amonnt  of  the  existing  depouta. 
A  note  of  hand  was  given,  and  l£e  amaant 
of  deposit  ptoced  in  the  Accountant  Ge- 
neral's haons.  If  the  Bill  passed,  the  de- 
posit was  retumei  to  the  lender,  and  if  it 
were  rejected  it  was  equally  returned.  80 
that  the  shareholders,  who  fancied  that  at 
all  events  they  had  the  lO  per  cent  to 
clear  them,  had  &wh  calls  mode,  becauas 
there  was  no  money  t9  go  on  with.  The 
money  paid  to  the  Accountant  Qeneral 
might  be  only  borrowed,  and  might  be  paid 
bj  the  merest  bubble;  if  there  were  one 
solid  man  in  the  company  he  could  get  the 
money,  though  they  might  never  after- 
wards jvoceed  with  the  bHi.  The  last  re- 
quirement he  would  make  was — 

"it.  A  MtmuHi  eflkt  tmatt  ioAaiet  thi ad£- 
UoMd  5  per  eaU  rtqiarad  h  bt  paid  bf  (As  olkr 
Hon—^PariiamttmBUfaidorrm—i." 
If  he  were  correctly  tnfbnned,  there  were 
Bills  pending  before  that  House,  and  ithieh 
would  come  before  the  Committee,  wher« 
the  company  bad  just  mostered  sriftcient 
to  meet  ^  StAUdidg  Orders  of  that  House 
aod  to  go  beftire  the  Ctmuulttee,  yet  tmsted 
to  the  chapter  of  accidents  to  meet  the 
additional  0  per  cent  required  by  the 
Standini;  Orders  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  chance  of  a  profit  on  the  sha»e  might 
induce  tbe  directors  to  make  the  additdonal 
advance;  but,  at  least,  bef<m«  they  went 
before  a  Oommittee  on  the  merits,  they 
should  sbbw  they  had  a  reasonable  proba- 
bility of  providing  the  B  per  cent  to  meet 
the  extn  payments.  He  believed  that,  in 
mony  instances,  tfajs  eould  not  be  d<me, 
owing  to  the  bad  odour  lit  these  schemes 
in  the  market.  If  these  requirements 
were  agreed  to,  he  Wonld  more  in  addi- 
tion— 

••  And  Aal,  in  COM  tie  told  GmmiOee  lion  Jind 
that  thae  parlicaloTM,  er  nny  of  Aoa,  art  uBtfnr- 
tkoBhe^epimoK  iJutHUuiJaUtaded 
a*  mot  angintMy  propotd,  or  Lu  net  beat 
olier  c 


carritd  cm  boa&  fide  orjrom  anv  ' 
K)l  SAA  to  be  titcuUd  if  the  Bill 
Mmd  dmnUlte  thaS  denttjron 
li»H^BiB,iatdtlt^rtpBrttbe/icail>.lke 
And  (kat  the  Commitlot  r^rtnu  on  tit  M 
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Bm  Kport  spomllf  on  each  of  the  fbrcgoiog  par- 
ticulars." 

He  hoped  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
agree  to  these  rcsolutious,  in  addition  to 
those  irhich  the  House  had  virtually  s 
ttoned.  If  they  should  adopt  them  they 
would  save  an  infinity  of  trouble,  for  the 
huhble  Bchemea  would  not  come  to  pass 
Buch  an  ordeal.  The  provisional  committee- 
men of  such  schemes  would  take  care  to 
keep  out  of  sight ;  to  whatever  class  of  so- 
ciety they  belonged,  they  would  not  expose 
themBelyes  to  this  searching  inquiry;  and 
they  would  thus  give  the  shareholder  not 
only  a  remedy  for  the  past,  hut  a  secu- 
rity for  the  future.  If  any  verbal  amend- 
ments could  ho  made  in  hia  resolutionH  to 
render  them  more  atringcnt  he  would  be 
happy  to  adopt  them  ;  hnt  the  House  would 
not  do  its  duty  if  they  allowed  Committees 
to  sit  on  these  rott«n  Bills — for  he  could 
call  them  nothing  else — unless  they  probed 
the  schemes  to  the  bottom,  and,  in  fact, 
turned  them  inside  out  ;  a  plan  to  which 
no  honest  scheme  could  possibly  object. 

Mr.  M.  MILXES  said,  that  it  had  been 
before  proved  that  many  companies,  bene-- 
ficial  to  tho  public,  had  not  originated  in  a 
way  which  would  bear  the  strictest  inquiry; 
aud  though  the  hon.  Member's  inquiries 
would  be  extremely  amusing,  and  the 
"  Mysteries  of  Capol-court"  might  rival  in 
popularity  the  Mjftterie*  of  Parii,  he 
doubted  whether  so  intricste  an  inquiry 
would  lead  to  any  practical  residt.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  forgotten 
a  party  he  did  not  often  overlook — the  in- 
terests of  the  pubhc.  There  were,  per- 
haps, a  greater  number  under  considera- 
tion at  present  than  there  ever  would  be 
again;  and  he  would  therefore  request  that 
they  should  all  hare  an  opportunity  of 
coming  fairly  before  their  Committees. 
Although  he  admitted  that  public  morality 
xhould  be  considered,  yet  he  was  of  opinion 
that  even  that  was  of  leas  importance  than 
tho  interests  of  the  public  which  were  at 
stake;  and  it  was  for  their  interest  that 
they  should  have  the  best  possible  linea, 
and  he  therefore  trusted  that  no  resolu- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Govermnent  would 
prevent  those  schemes  from  coming  before 
the  Committees  of  the  House,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  able  to  select  from  amongst 
them  which  were  the  best. 

Mr.  DISRAELI  said:  Although  the 
House  is  not  so  full  as  I  have  seen  it  upon 
other  occaaiona,  I  believe  it  will  not  be 
dentctl  that  the  question  we  are  discussing 
is  one  of  great  public  importance.     Sir,  1 


am  of  opinion  that  the  Resolutioaa  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbnrj  contain, 
as  far  as  I  could  catch  their  import,  ft  great 
deal  of  good  sense.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
oppose  the  Resolntions  brought  forward  by 
the  Government  to-night :  but  I  cannot  sec 
why,  if  the  public  welfare  had  been  at  aO 
considered,  that  so  much  time  has  been 
BufFcred  to  elapse  —  how  it  ia  that  at  so 
late  a  period  Resolutions  haTe  been  offered 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and 
that  no  Member  of  the  Opposition,  nor  of 
the  Government,  has  previously  thought  fit 
to  take  such  a  step?  Now,  yon  are  all 
ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  mischief 
has  been  done,  and  you  are  all  ready  to 
propose  a  remedy.  One  thing,  I  think,  is 
quite  evident,  that  the  AdministretioD  has 
not  been  found  equal  to  the  emergencr 
which  baa  arisen.  I  cannot  understand 
why  the  Government  of  this  country — » 
country  so  renowned  for  the  amount  of  its 
capital,  for  its  skill  and  industry,  and  for 
the  facility  with  which  it  applies  capital 
and  labour  to  public  works — why  the  Ad- 
ministration of  such  a  country  should  be 
less  prepared  for  an  exigency  such  as  that 
which  lately  arose,  than  the  Government, 
I  will  aay,  of  a  neighbouring  country  not 
BO  renowned  for  capital,  skill,  or  labour — 
France.  When  the  occasion  presented 
itself,  the  Administration  of  France  was 
prepared  to  grapple  with  it  ;  and,  although 
they  may  have  committed  some  errors,  they 
must  at  least  get  credit  for  not  shrinking 
from  attempting  to  guide  the  powers  which 
arose,  and  for  preventing  ferment  and  con- 
fusion. I  recollect  when  people  complained 
of  the  delay  and  difficulty  of  prosecuting 
these  cnteipriscs  in  France:  but  I  don% 
suppoae  anybody  complains  of  delay  now. 
The  general  complaint  is,  that  too  much 
facility  waa  given  to  speculation  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  our  neighbours  must  feel  that, 
with  respect  to  the  conatrnction  of  pubUc 
works,  they  possesa  aome  advantages  over 
1  having  an  Administration  which  di- 
rects enterprise,  and  which  does  not  leave 
all  to  chance.  It  Btrikes  me  as  rather  sin- 
gular, that  at  the  same  moment  the  Hotise 
of  Commons  is  called  upon  to  limit  the  ap- 
phcation  of  capital  and  labour,  it  is  also 
called  upon  to  pass  measures  which  have  • 
reverse  tendency ;  and  the  Government 
which  introduces  them,  protesting  against 
anybody  interfering  witli  the  administration 
of  capital—anybooy  coming  forward  to  re* 
gulate  ita  exerciae.  The  supporters  of  those 
measures  exclaim  against  protecdon  to 
cither  capital  or  labour ;  but  ever;  Gentle- 
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spectua,  headed  with  an  extract  from  the 
speech  of  the  Prime  MiniBler,  delivered  on 
the  ocoaBion  referred  to.  I  repeat,  that  it 
was  just  at  that  time  when  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  Buya  the  railway  mania 
was  at  its  height,  that  the  First  Minister 
of  the  Crown  thought  fit  to  come  forward, 
and,  in  a  manner  the  moat  striking,  give 
his  sanction,  and  thereby  an  unnatural 
impulse  to  it.  I  remember  that  a  few 
months  previously  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
made  &  speech,  which  is  to  be  found  in  a 
work  no  longer  mentionable,  and  to  which 
I  shall  not,  therefore,  more  explicitly  refer, 
but  of  which  speech  I  wilt  read  an  extract 
to  the  House  : — 


man  who  speaks  upon  the  present  qnestion, 
as  well  as  those  who  are  silent,  particularly 
those  who  hold  shares,  must  feel  the  neces- 
sity of  protection.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  on  this  subject  more  than  once 
interfered,  but  in  a  very  feeble  and  timid 
manner.  They  have  in  the  eourse  of  two 
years  twice  changed  the  qualification  which 
permitted  a  Bill  to  solicit  our  attention. 
This  of  itself  shows,  I  think,  that  they 
could  not  have  had  any  definite  opinion,  or 
any  confidence  in  their  own  convictions  on 
the  subject.  The  hon.  Member  for  Fins- 
bury  expreaaes  an  opinion  which  I  believe 
js  very  common,  namely,  that  the  precau- 
tion as  regards  deposit — whatever  be  its 
rate — whether  it  be  five  per  cent  or  double 
that  amount,  is  equally  inefficacious.  How 
little  the  Government  of  the  country  thought 
on  thia  business,  how  wavering  were  their 
opinions,  how  imperfect  their  information, 
may  be  seen  by  the  fact,  that  in  the  course 
of  two  years,  even  upon  the  subject  of  qna- 
lification,  they  twice  changed  its  nature. 
and  again  referred  to  a  qualification  which 
eighteen  months  before  they  had  rejected. 
All  this  proves  to  mo  that  the  Government 
of  the  country  was  totally  inefficient  and 
unequal  to  the  occasion.  I  think  that  upon 
the  Government  must  be  visited  a  great 
deal  of  tho  mischief,  loss,  and  ruin  which 
have  occurred.  My  nohle  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Lynn  has  noticed  the  dramatic  per- 
formance whtch,  no  doubt,  produced  much 
effect  on  the  public  mind— the  Prime  Min- 
ister of  England  breaking  the  first  sod  of 
the  Trent  Valley  Railway.  That  was  in 
October  last,  the  very  period  when  the 
Secretary  for  the  Treasury  admits  the  rail- 
way mania  was  at  its  height.  What !  the 
Prime  Minister  himself— the  Minister  of 
finance,  who  is  most  eminent  for  bis 
knowledge  of  finance — whose  chief  pride 
it  is  to  be  considered  an  able  finance 
Minister — was  he  to  be  found,  at  a  pe- 
riod which  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury described  as  the  moment  when  the 
railway  mania  was  at  its  height,  coming 
forward  with  all  the  paraphernalia  and  dra- 
matic effect  of  which  the  occasion  was  sus- 
ceptible, and  giving  all  that  impulse  to  rail- 
way speculation  which,  nobody  could  deny, 
did  much  to  stimulate  it.  To  show,  Sir, 
that  I  am  not  in  any  way  exaggerating  the 
effect  which  that  performance  produced,  I 
could  read  to  the  Ilouse  some  documents 
which  are  in  my  possession,  and  which.  I 
dare  say,  the  hon.  Member  fur  Finxhury 
has  seen  among  the  railway  archives — I 
may  allude  in  particular  to  a  railway  pro- . 


"  Tho  tendenoy  of  the  impro 
wer«  almoBt  liailj  introducetl,  wbb  declitedlj'  in 
favour  of  the  ehorteat  linei.  He  ia-A  eipres>ed 
thin  opinion  in  tho  yeu-  ISSB.  Thef  hud  chosen 
to  eitahliih  m,  railroad  between  Liierpool,  Msn- 
choaler,  and  London;  and  tt  was  thought  deiimble 
that  it  jhonld  go  rouud  b;  Birminghun.  Inotude 
BlmiiQgbam,  hj  all  meana,  in  your  line  between 
Liverpool  and  Londoa:  it  ii  uieleu  to  take  a 
■han«r  line,  through  a  ooantry  much  leia  produc- 
tive. He  then  ventured  to  predict  that  the  people 
of  LiTerpool  and  of  Mumheat^r  would  not  be  Hot 
round  ten  or  twelro  milei  out  of  the  direct  line  in 
their  journay  to  the  metropoUs," 
That  was  the  language  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  only  as  far  back  aa  March,  1845. 
Kotwithstanding  the  immense  works  cre- 
ated, the  extraordinary  amount  of  capi- 
tal invested  in  order  to  save  ten  or  twelve 
miles,  the  people  of  Liverpool,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  said,  would  not  go  out  of 
their  way,  and  would  have  a  direct  line 
between  Liverpool  and  London,  That  was, 
I  repeat  in  March,  1845  ;  it  was  in  Octo- 
ber, 1845,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at- 
tended at  the  ceremony  of  the  Trent  Val- 
ley Railway,  and  yet  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, it  is  said  is  not  to  be  held  respon- 
sible for  those  various  results  which  have 
arisen  from  excessive  speculation,  and 
which  the  House  and  the  country  have 
now  to  deplore.  I  rose  on  this  occasion  to 
refer  to  the  observations  made  by  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  my 
noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Lynn.  A 
point  was  made  by  my  noble  Friend — most 
clearly  and  intelligibly  made — an  unan- 
swerable argument ;  but  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (the  Secretary  for  the  Treasury) 
strangely,  hut  perhaps  unintentionally  mis- 
conceived. I  have  noticed  on  this,  as  well 
as  upon  many  preceding  occasions,  the 
sort  of  anxiety  which  seems  to  exist  among 
the  Members  of  the  Govci-nment,  that  it 
should  be  generally  supposed  they  had  a 
sort  of  portuership  with  Providence,     The 
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Govcrmnont  always  seem  to  apply  tliis  when 
talking  of  the  country.  They  seem  to  en- 
tertain a  particular  desire  to  Bhoir  the 
House  and  the  country  that  they  owe  a 
deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  them  for  the  good 
harvest  with  which  we  wcreblcased.  They 
.  never  make  any  alluEion  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  without  at  the  same  time 
telling  us  that  they  were  Ministers  when 
this  prosperity  was  experienced.  So  that 
if  you  want  to  tnow  what  the  price  of 
wheat  was,  or  what  was  the  state  of  the 
weather,  or  th»  condition  of  the  Ubour 
market  at  a  particular  time,  you  must  refer 
to  the  Red  Book,  and  you  must  refer  at 
the  same  time  to  the  first  page  of  Hansard, 
to  ascertain  who  was  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  We  all  know  that  there  was 
considerable  prosperity  in  this  country — we 
don't  deny  the  fact — and  arc  perfectly 
rudy  to  give  the  Government  credit  for 
all  they  have  really  done— much  more  in- 
deed than  for  what  they  propose  dmns — 
hut,  neverthcleBB,  we  are  of'^  opinion  uint 
the  harvest  bod  some  influence  oo  that 
prosperity,  and  that  when  money  was  rife 
in  the  market,  it  was  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  existence  of  a  particular  Go- 
vernment should  he  brought  into  considera- 
tion, in  estimating  the  public  weal.  But, 
Sir,  the  present  state  of  affairs  seems  to 
be  the  catastrophe  of  the  plot.  It  is  rather 
unfortunate,  considering  that  we  have  been 
governed  by  institutions  older  and  longer 
than  any  country  in  Europe — although  the 
morel  tope  of  England  need  not  shrink 
from  comparison  with  that  of  any  other 
nation  In  the  world — it  is  moat  unfortu- 
nate, I  say,  that  in  such  a  country  so  in- 
sane a  desire  fortbe  accumulation  of  wealth 
should  ciist—a  desire  which  has  always 
originated  on  as  flimsy  a  basis  os  the  pre- 
sent^ — which  leads  to  mad  speculations,  and 
terminates  in  private  ruin  and  pubUc  dis- 
tress. The  Prime  Minister  has  not  been 
found  able  to  cope  with  the  emergency — he 
has  not  been  found  equal  to  the  occasion 
anj  more  than  Aislabie  was  on  a  nearly  si- 
milar  one — the  one  might  bo  pure  as  the 
other  was  corrupt,  but  both  were  unequal 
to  the  emergency.  But  let  us  now  at  least 
draw  some  lesson  from  the  past — let  ns  re- 
flect, and  vc  must  now  come  to  the  conclu- 
siou  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Government, 
whether  that  Government  be  Whig,  or 
whether  it  be  Conservative,  to  govern  the 
tone  of  the  public  mind,  and  to  watch  the 
pulse  of  the  public  fortunes.  This  system 
of  letdng  everything  take  its  course  has 
been  of  Ute  the  fashionable  one  among  the 


advocates  of  political  economy  ;  U  is  the 
se  which  we  have  been  all  latterly  en- 
couraged to  pureuc,  but  ia  one.  Sir,  which, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  is  hurrying  on  this 
country  to  ruin  and  degradation.  We  now 
seiBC  upon  this  particular  question — we 
take  you  at  this  moment  when  in  a  thin 
House,  and  with  as  little  noise  as  possible 
you  are  endeavouring  to  assert  a  principle 
which  you  have  already  disavowed^ — we  now 
catch  you  crying  peceavi  ;  for  though  the 
subject  under  discussion  has  not  excited  so 
much  attention  as  it  deserved,  it  is  preg- 
nant with  consequences — we  seise  upon 
you  at  this  moment,  and  we  contrast  your 
present  opinions  with  tbo  flourishing 
speeches  you  were  wont  to  make  upon 
free  trade,  the  evils  of  protection,  and  your 
vehement  protests  against  the  interference 
witii  capital  and  labour.  You  have  allowed 
things  to  take  their  course,  and  yon 
now  come  forward  and  tell  ns  that  the 
public  fortunes  are  endangered.  But  yon 
did  not  say  they  were  in  danger  a  few 
weeks  ago  when  you  painted  the  country 
as  in  a  state  of  great  prosperity  ;  when  yon 
talked  of  the  amount  of  labour  employed, 
of  the  extent  of  capital  invested,  and 
of  the  premiums  upon  these  schemes,  what 
wealth  and  advantages  were  likely  to  flow 
from  them,  and  how  many  years  the  popa- 
latioD  would  be  employed  on  them,  and 
how  many  years  you  would  have  to  tij 
your  newfangled  experiments  on  the  com- 
merce of  (he  country.  You  talked  very 
large  about  thirty,  forty,  and  ninety  mil- 
lions a  year  being  employed  in  railroads — 
you  might  do  anything — you  might  throw 
the  Corn  Laws  to  the  winds — you  might 
even  defy  your  colonial  connection,  so  long 
as  the  railroads  went  on,  and  the  people 
would  be  employed— you  flourished  yonr 
Trent  Valley  scheme,  and  you  expected  a 
long  run— shares  were  at  a  high  premium, 
and  the  pubUc  sj'mpathiEed  with  a  philoia- 
phical  Government.  Such  were  your  post 
proFcsHions — what  is  your  present  condnctf 
The  face  is  things  is  changed  —  all  are 
agreed  upon  that — the  senators  have  be- 
come stags — the  public,  like  all  people  los- 
ing money,  begin  to  moralise.  They  think 
that  if  money  cannot  be  made  npon  ^grr- 
miuras  on  railway  shares  with  that  ropid 
facility  with  which  they  have  been  too 
long  familiar,  that  it  msy  be  necessary 
to  fall  back  upon  the  good  old  system 
of  regulating  our  industry  au<l  our  com- 
merce— of  muntaining  and  promoting  our 
colonial  conoczions  ;  and  you,  who  have  so 
ofUm  preached  to  lu  for  occaoioaing  delaj 
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in  the  discuBsion  of  a  great  measure,  Iiare 
fbrgottea  the  wiaeat  saying  of  one  of  the 
irisest  men  of  modem  times — Fredgrick 
the  Great — who  said,  "  lie  vho  gains  time 
gains  everything."  When  we  opposed  the 
economical  measures  of  the  Government, 
we  opposed  the  Minister  who  was  proud  at 
having  cut  the  first  sod  of  the  Trent  Valley 
Riulway — we  wore  opposing  a  Minister  who 
came  forward  to  uphold  a  system  of  a  dan- 
gerous tendency,  and  to  repress  those  em- 
pirical adventurers,  because  a  great  part 
of  the  population  would  be  employed,  and 
because  there  would  be  premiums  upon 
shares  for  many  years.  But  now  we  have 
to  discuss  this  question  in  sober  sadness. 
Sir,  I  do  not  think  the  discussion  of  this 
evening  will  bo  soon  forgotten  ;  and  when 
the  Minister  again  calculates  the  resources 
of  the  country— when  he  contemplntes  the 
prospects  of  the  population  of  the  country, 
the  means  of  employment,  and  the  modes 
by  which  they  ore  to  subsist,  he  shall  at 
least  be  forced  to  look  at  the  essential  re- 
sources of  the  State,  and  not  upon  the 
Legislature,  for  the  encouragement  of 
gambling  projects,  nor  upon  those  vision- 
ary adventures  which  seem  to  me  to  hav( 
too  much  influenced  the  conduct  and  deci- 
Non  of  cabinets  and  statesmen. 

Mr.  bright  said,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Shrewsbury  and  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Lynn  hod  taken  an  unjust 
ungenerous  course  in  opposition  to  the 
Government.  They  threw  the  whole  dis- 
credit of  the  railway  spcculationa  upon  the 
Government.  But  time  was  wbeu  they 
vere  as  loud  as  any  in  praising  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  only  whcu  Ministers  proposed 
to  repeal  the  Com  Laws  that  these  Gentle- 
men fonnd  out  they  were  undeserving  of 
their  confidence.  The  true  secret  of  thi 
late  violent  speculation  was,  that  for  many 
years  capitalists  had  made  no  profits  ;  and 
that  as  soon  as  aperiod  of  sunshine  occurred, 
they  wished,  in  the  words  of  the  adage,  to 
"make  hay"  in  it.  Hence  the  raan  and 
insane  desire  to  obtain  in  one  year 
amount  of  profit  that  ought  to  be  spread 
over  two  or  three,  or  scverol  years. 
believed  that  wlicn  the  Corn  Law  wt 
pealed,  speculations  would  become  more 
steady  ;  and  that  they  would  not  see  trade 
prostrate  one  year,  and  excited 
tra ordinary  degree  in  another.  These 
fluctuations  hod  arisen  from  the  interference 
of  that  IIouBC  with  the  trade  of  the  country, 
and  when  that  interference  was  withdrawn 
those  fluctuations  would  cease.  The  noble 
Lord  opposite  (I<ord  Q.  Bentinck)  iras  the 


last  person  to  taunt  the  Government  on  the 
score  of  encouraging  speculation,  because 
he  remembered  that  when  he  first  entered 
the  House  the  noble  Lord  was  night  after 
night  very  constant  in  his  attendance  to 
watch  the  progress  of  a  certain  Bill  that 
was  passing  through  that  House,  defending 
certain  parties  who  had  made  speculations 
and  were  in  danger  from  gambling — gwn- 
bling,  too,  wfaicb  was  contrary  to  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  law.  That  nohlQ 
Lord  was  not  the  man  who  ought  to  dictate 
to  the  House  on  this  subject;  not  set  up 
his  authority  in  reprobation  of  all  matters 

nnected  with  speculation  and  ganibling. 

Resolutions  proposed  by  Sir  K.  PE&Ii 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  T.  DUNCOMBE  moved  the  Beso- 
Intions  which  he  read  in  his  speech. 

After  a  brief  coversation  these  {tesotn- 
tiona  were  agreed  to,  except  the  12tb, 
which  was  withdrawn.  The  words  we  have 
printed  in  italics  were  omitted,  and  those 
re  have  placed  within  brwjcete  added. 

AUSTRIAN  AUTHORITIES  IN  GALICIA. 
Mr.  C.  BULLBR  rose  to  put  a  question 
to  the  right  hon,  Baronet,  of  nhich  he  had 
given  him  notice.  It  was  a  lamentable  state 
of  things  to  which  it  related.  It  had  been 
reported,  that  during  the  late  insurrection 
in  the  Austrian  province  of  Oalicia,  the 
authorities  had  issued  a  proclamation  offer- 
ing a  reward  of  so  many  dollars  for  the 
heads  of  different  gentlemen  who  should  be 
brought  in,  dead  or  alive.  The  qucatioa 
he  wished  to  put  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was,  whether  it  were  true  that  the  Austria)} 
Government  bad  addressed  a  note  to  the 
European  Courts  contradicting  or  explain- 
ing tnat  report  ?  and,  if  so,  whether  a 
copy  of  that  note  could  be  laid  before  the 
House? 

Sir  R.  FEEL ;  The  Austrian  Govern- 
ment has  not  made  any  communication  to 
our  Government  upon  tne  subject  to  whiob 
the  question  of  the  hon.  and  loamed  Gen- 
tleman refers ;  and  I  am  not  aware  that 
tbo  Austrian  Government  has  made  any 
official  communication  upon  the  subject  to 
any  other  Europeon  Government;  it  has 
certainly  made  none  to  this.  A  communi- 
cation, authorised  by  the  Austrian  Govern- 
ment, bas  been  made,  not  to  this  GoTem- 
ment,  which  contains  a  most  peremptory 
contradiction  of  the  report, 

DUTY   ON  TEA. 

VisooosT    SANDON   then  moved  for 

copies  of  oU  memotials  addresaed  te  (he 
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Ifirat  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  tlie  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  praying  for  a 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  tea.  It  was  moat 
desirable  that  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  should 
be  called  to  the  enormous  duty  upon  tea : 
unless  they  were  prepared  to  make  a  con- 
sideraldc  reduction  of  duty  upon  that  im- 
portant article,  it  was  imposBiblc  to  reap 
from  the  open  iutercourse  with  China  the 
advantages  we  hoped  to  derive  from  it. 
He  admitted  that  the  consumption  of  tea 
had  increased ;  but  not  in  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  the  population,  nor  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  in  the  consumption  of  coffee. 
Dividing  the  aggregate  conaumption  of  tea 
for  the  last  ten  years  into  periods  of  five 
years,  lie  found  that  the  average  consump- 
tion of  the  first  five  years  was  38, 11 8,0001b. 
per  year,  and  for  the  last  five  years 
39,914,000  lb.,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
crease of  the  population.  In  the  same 
period  the  consumption  of  coffee  had  in- 
creased from  25,000,OOOIb.to  34.000.0001b. 
The  operation  of  this  heavy  duty  was  to 
deprive  the  people  of  this  country  of  an 
itmocent  beverage,  whilst  it  tended  to 
starve  our  trade  with  China,  from  the  im- 
possibility of  finding  returns  for  our  manu- 
factures. The  result  of  the  correspond- 
ence he  had  had  respecting  this  subjeet 
was,  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on 
trade  with  China  in  cash ;  that  it  was  a 
trade  of  barter,  and  we  must  take  the  pro- 
duce of  China  in  return  for  our  exports. 
Hitherto  there  had  been  only  two  articles 
we  could  import,  silk  and  tea,  and  the  duty 
upon  the  latter  article  placed  a  limit  to  the 
exportation  of  our  manufactures  to  China. 
It  stood  to  reason  that  a  duty  of  from  200 
to  250  per  cent  on  the  main  production 
of  China  must  produce  a  strong  feeling 
against,  and  very  prejudicial  notions  of  the 
commercial  spirit  of  this  country.  They 
would  the  more  readily  arrive  at  such  con- 
clusion from  a  comparison  of  the  conduct 
of  England  with  that  of  other  countries; 
for  we  were  the  only  one  in  the  world  that 
imposed  anybigh  duty  on  tea.  Into  Ame- 
rica tea  was  imported  duty  free ;  into  Hol- 
land with  a  duty  of  1  j^.,  and  of  4d.  per 
lb.  on  the  highest  qualities.  Into  Australia, 
to  go  to  our  own  Colonies,  it  was  imported 
at  a  duty  of  10  per  cent.  Into  Newfound' 
land,  at  a  duty  of  Sd.  per  pound ;  and  in 
Guernsey  there  was  no  duty  at  all  upon 
tea,  and  what  was  the  result  ?  In  Aus- 
tralia it  was  consumed  at  the  rate  of  11 
pounds,  W^d.  per  head,  while  in  England 
it  was  at  II.,  or  ]|<i.  per  head;  and  in 


Guernsey  the  eonsnmption  was  41.  per 
head.  He  was  not  of  that  Banguine  school 
whi<A  looked  for  a  compensation  to  the 
revenue  by  the  reduction  of  a  duty  in  the 
instantaneous  increase  of  eoosumption;  bnt 
be  certainly  thought  that  if  there  was  anj 
one  article  more  than  others  upon  whl^ 
such  an  experiment  might  safely  be  tried, 
that  article  was  tea.  And  then  it  shonld 
be  remembered  that,  in  the  case  of  tea,  a 
reduction  of  duty  would  be  followed  by  an 
increased  consumption  of,  and  therefore 
increased  revenue  from  sugar ;  for  every 
pound  of  tea  there  were  five  pounds  it 
sugar  consumed ;  and  this  fact  might  there- 
fore induce  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
Juor  to  look  upon  tea  with  some  favour. 
t  would  not  be  denied  that  an  citension 
of  our  eonimercial  relations  with  China  was 
most  desirable  ;  and  that  result  could  not 
be  attuned  otherwise  than  by  a  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  tea.  It  was  well  known  la 
this  country  that  the  markets  of  China 
could  absorb  any  extent  of  manufactores; 
but  a  trade  on  that  great  scale  would  never 
be  accomplished  unless  we  consented  to 
deal  with  the  Chinese  people  on  a  footing 
of  sometliing  like  reciprocity. 

Mr.  MOFFATT  seconded  the  Motion. 
The  importance  of  the  subject  would,  he 
hoped,  be  accepted  as  his  apology  for 
occupying  the  attention  of  the  House 
at  that  late  hour.  This  was  no  mere 
fiscal  question,  no  mere  question  of  the 
amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived  from  a 
particular  article,  but  a  question  affecting 
the  permanent  welfare  of  our  all-important 
Indian  commerce  ;  for,  let  it  be  kept  tn 
mind,  the  commerce  of  England,  India,  and 
China,  were  so  closely  interwoven,  tliat, 
unless  the  China  commerce  with  England 
and  India  was  flourishing,  the  EngUih 
commerce  with  India  was  nearly  affected. 
What  was  the  state  of  our  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  China?  That  we  exported  to 
China  five  millions  of  goods  annually,  and 
only  took  from  China  three  millions  of  ita 
commodities  in  return,  receiving  the  ba- 
lance in  bullion.  The  exports  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  India  together  to  China,  in  1844, 
amounted  to  merchandise,  4,016,264/. ; 
opium,  4.855,3381. ;  total,  8,871,6(Kf. 
While  the  imports  from  China  were,  mer- 
chandise, 4,379.3461.,  leaving  to  be  paid  in 
bullion  the  sum  of  3,403,2091.  This  drain- 
age on  our  part  of  bullion  from  China,  wbidl 
had  been  going  on  for  the  last  twenty  years 
had  been  and  continued  to  be  a  cause  of 
great  and  bitter  complaint  against  us  in 
China:  the  late  war,  in   truUt,  owed  its 
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origin  not  to  the  0[niim  question,  but  to  the 
drunage  of  Sjcee  silver  from  China,  iuBtead 
of  taking  her  commodities  iu  exchange  for 
the  ojnum.  The  drain  of  bullion  had  been 
gradually  increasing,  from  the  year  1831, 
when  900,0001.  vas  exported  from  China, 
to  thelBBtjearoa  record,  when 3,700,0001. 
was  taken  and  abatracted  from  that 

S;  and  in  thiafacthadorigiDAted  thehos- 
:  feelings  of  the  Chinese  towards  the 
English.  The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  recollect  that  this 
exhaustion  of  the  precious  metala«had  al- 
ways dissatisfied  tbe  Chinese.  In  fact,  alt 
th^  proclamations  showed  tiiat  as  distinctly 


call  the  attention  of  the  right  bon.  the  Chi 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  this  fact;  for  it 
would  be  admitted  l)y  all  that  this  had  been 
the  source  of  the  iQ  feeling  entertained  by 
China  against  the  English.  At  the  ship- 
ment of  the  Ibst  silver,  a  crowd  had  gather- 
ed,  and  the  strongwt  feeling  had  been  ei- 
presBed  against  the  abstraction  of  the  silver 
— not  because  it  was  pud  in  the  shape  of 
ransom  money,  but  from  the  belief  that  its 
exportation  was  the  cause  of  national  dis- 
tress. Year  after  year  the  Chioese  Govem- 
ment  had  been  remonstrating  against  thie 
Btat«  of  things.  In  1834,  it  had  de- 
clared— "  The  barbarian  merchants  have 
clandestinely  sold  opium  for  money ;  tims 
money  has  been  gomg  out  of  the  country, 
and  none  comes  in."  In  1836  the  same 
complaint  was  made.  It  said — "The 
money  thus  lost  is  entirely  the  fine  sil- 
ver of  the  inner  land."  In  1838—"  The 
price  of  silver  daily  increases :  this  does 
not  arise  from  any  scarcity,  but  the 
fact  is  occasioned  by  the  silver  flowing  to 
the  outside  foreigners.  Now  the  whole 
empire  knows  that  the  leak  in  the  cup  is 
occasioned  by  opium."  It  could  not  be 
denied  that  the  opium  trade  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  very  considerable  imports  from 
China;  it  iro;dd  be  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  both  exports  and  imports  had  consi- 
derably increased;  but  the  question  was 
whether  our  exports  to  China  had  not  been 
increased  to  a  very  much  larger  extent 
than  our  imports  from  that  country.  It 
was  tme  our  imports  of  tea  had  laively 
increased.  Our  consumption  had  risen 
from  thirty-two  to  forty-five  million  pounds ; 
but  that  was  chiefly  referable  to  the  recent 
reductions.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, OD  a  former  occasion,  had  declared, 
when  the  duty  was  fixed  at  2(.  2JiJ.,  that  all 
ho  required  was  three  millions  and  a  half 
of  revenue,  and  with  that  he  would  be  per- 
VOL.  LXXXV.    {ESJ 
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fectly  satisfied ;  hat,  owing  to  the  iucreaH 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  consumption, 
the  revenue  from  that  article  was  now 
4,826,3901.  Amidst  all  the  great  fiscal 
changes  that  were  taking  place,  it  appeared 
to  be  fixed  and  settled  that  tea  was  to  he 
the  last  article  to  derive  any  benefit  from 
the  alleviative  course  now  going  on.  It 
was  quite  obvious  that  no  apprehensiona 
of  a  deficiency  of  revenue  need  be  enter- 
tained from  ^e  reduction  in  the  duty  on 
tea.  In  the  case  of  every  other  article  of 
large  general  consumption,  in  which  reduc- 
tions oi  duty  hod  been  made,  it  had  been 
found  that  Uie  reduction  had  quickly  com- 
pensated the  revenue  by  increased  con- 
sumption. It  was  scarcely  necessaiy  to 
coll  the  attention  of  the  Chancellor  of  tbe 
Exchequer  to  the  nnmeroua  instances  in 
which  this  principle  had  been  exemplified. 
He  might  refer  to  sugar;  but  he  would 
rather  quote  an  article,  in  reference  to 
which  the  facts  were  less  generally  Imown. 
In  1823,  the  duty  on  cocoa  vras  one  shil- 
ling per  lb.  ;  the  consumption  was  then 
286,657  pounds.  In  1831,  the  duty  was 
reduced,  50  per  cent,  to  sixpence,  and  the 

lumption  doubled,  being  in  that  year 

,5m  lbs.  In  1832,  the  duty  was  again 
reduced  from  6d.  to  2d, ;  the  consumption 
then  increased  to  1,150,193  lbs.  In  1844 
still  further  reduced  to  a  penny; 
and  the  consumption  was  again  doubled, 
being  then  2,590,528  lbs.  The  article  of 
coffee  exhibited  a  still  more  extraordi- 
nary increase  of  consumption,  in  propor- 
tion OS  the  duty  had  been  reduced.  In 
1807,  the  duty  on  colonial  coffee  was 
per  lb.,  and  the  consumption  then 
«d  to  l,170,1641b8.  Successive 
reductions  were  made ;  and  io  1809,  when 

duty  was  7d,,  the  consumption  was 
9,251.847  lbs.  In  1819,  the  duty  was 
raised  again  to  It,,  and  this  was  imme- 
diately followed  by  a  decline  in  the  con- 
sumption to  7,9g3,0401bs.  In  1831,  the 
duty  was  reduced  to  &d.,  and  the  con- 
sumption increased  threefold,  being  then 
22,740,327  lbs.  In  1845,  the  duty  on 
colonial  coffee  had  been  reduced  to  id. 
ti  lb.,  and  the  consumption  hod  risen  to 
i4,318,0001ba.,  thus  producing  a  larger 
amoimt  of  revenue  thaji  had  been  derived 
from  the  hi^er  duty.  Those  who  had 
watched  the  operation  of  price  upon  con- 
sumption, would  agree  with  him  that  the 
effect  had  been,  iu  almost  every  case,  an 
of  consumption  in  an  equal  ratio 
to  the  reduction  of  cost  to  the  consumer. 
In  tea  also  tiiere  had  been  a  continuous 
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depreciation  in  price,  with  a  Bteadj  ad- 
vance of  conanmplion ;  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  that  if  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  rightlj  eeUmatcd 
these  facta,  he  would,  for  the  sake  of 
increasing  the  rcrenue  from  tea,  reduce 
the  duty  on  that  article.  The  present  con- 
sumption of  tea  was  44,127,000  pounds; 
and  it  might  fairly  bo  assumed,  that  a  ro- 
duction  of  one  shilling  per  lb.  in  the  amount 
of  duty,  would  cause  an  incrcaae  of  50 
per  cent  in  the  consumption.  The  pre- 
sent amonot  of  revenue  was  4,826,3901. ; 
de<lucting3, 206, 3501.,  for  tho reduction  of 
one  shilling  per  lb.  in  the  duty,  and  adding 
1,310,0301.  for  the  duty  on  the  increased 
quantity  consumed,  there  would  still  remain 
a  loss  to  the  revenue  of  ahout  900,0001. 
But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
increased  consumption  of  tea  would  of 
necessity  cause  a  large  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption of  sugar  ;  and  though  he  was  not 
so  sanguine  on  this  subject  as  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Sandon)  who  had  moved  the 
Resolution,  and  who  assumed  that  for  every 
additional  pound  of  tea  there  would  be 
consumed  five  additional  pounds  of  sngar, 
yet  from  the  result  of  a  careful  calculation, 
formed  on  an  average  from  returns  obtained 
of  tho  respective  quantities  of  sugar 
Bumed  to  each  pound  of  tea,  by  different 
classes  of  society,  ho  was  convinced  that 
the  proportionate  increase  in  the  consump- 
tion of  sugar  would  be  at  least  3^  pounds 
to  one  pound  of  tea.  This  would  be  equi- 
valent to  an  increased  consumption  of 
738,821  cwts.  of  sugar,  which,  at  the  re- 
duced duty  of  19«.  lOi.  per  cwt.,  as  pro- 
posed on  free  labour  sugar,  would  yield 
additional  revenue  of  732,665/.  ;  thus 
dueing  the  loss  to  the  revenue  at  first, 
by  tlie  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
167,000'.  But  as  the  consumption  would 
go  on  increasing,  there  was  no  doubt  that 
this  triSing  deficiency  would  soon  he  made 
up,  and  that  a  surplus  revenue  would  be 
the  result.  Such  being  the  facte,  he 
thought  the  experiment  of  a  reduction  of 
duty  might  safely  he  made,  and  made  at 
nn  early  period.  Our  commercial  relations 
with  China  demanded  this  concession;  the 
Chinese  admitted  our  manufactures  at  very 
low  duties,  and  had  nothing  to  give  in  retom 
but  ten.  During  the  present  year  the  toss 
to  the  tea  importers  was  equivalent  to 
600,0001.  It  was  about  twenty  per  cent 
on  the  whole  value  of  the  tea  imported 
into  this  country.  On  many  teas  it  was 
more  than  thirty  per  cent;  on  some  it  was 
loss  than  twenty.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  shook  his  head,  and  tstaasA,  to 
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think  ho  had  nothing  to  do  with  thM.  He 
(Mr.  Moffatt)  thought  the  GoTemmeDt  had 
much  to  do  with  fiscal  obatructions  to  any 
branch  of  commerce.  It  was  not  equitable 
hen,  by  the  Treaty  with  China,  English 
manufactures  were  admitted  at  low  rates  of 
duty,  the  principal  article  of  Chinese  ex- 
port should  bo  subject  to  auch  enormous 
ihorgcs  as  200  or  300  per  cent.  Contrast 
our  conduct  to  China  with  that  pursued 
towards  other  countries.  The  goods  of 
Russia  were  abutted  into  this  country 
at  very  low  rates;  while  it  levied  high 
duties  on  some,  and  excluded  many  of 
the  manufactures  of  this  country.  The 
duties  with  France  had  been  reduced;  end 
to  this  moment  our  woollen  and  cotton 
goods  were  prohibited  there.  In  China  the 
duties  on  English  goods  were  from  five  to 
ten  per  cent;  and  in  England  they  were 
from  100  to  300  per  cent.  He  could 
scarcely  behove  that  the  distinguished 
officer  who  had  made  that  Treaty  thought 
it  was  to  be  thus  carried  out.  How  long 
would  that  Treaty  last  *  It  was  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  the  Chinese  should  con- 
tinue to  admit  our  goods  at  low  duties, 
while  theirs  were  subject  to  almost  prohi- 
bitoiy  rates  here.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Sandon)  had  stated  that  he  scarcely  hoped 
that  any  present  reduction  would  he  made 
in  the  tea  duties;  but  the  hope  was  veiy 
strongly  held  by  the  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers that  the  Government  would  re- 
cognise tho  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
would  take  the  case  into  its  early  considera- 
tion. In  asking  that,  he  did  not  think  that 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers  asked  too 
much;  and  he  hoped  that  the  GoTemment 
would  ^ve  it  their  full  and  prmnpt  consi- 
deration. 

The  CHANCELLOR  OP  the  EXCHE- 
QUER was  understood  to  say  that  he  faad 
no  objection  to  the  prodnction  of  the  me- 
moriE^B  moved  for  by  his  noble  Friend. 
If  they  wero  laid  before  the  House,  no 
doubt  important  infoAnation  would  be  fur- 
nished by  persona  most  conrenant  in  the 
trade.  The  hon.  Qentleman  opposite 
seemed  to  think  that  he  (the  Chanceltor  of 
the  Exchequer]  should  be  prepared  to  state 
whether  the  Government  meant  to  propose 
a  reduction  in  Qxe  duty  on  tea.  Now  he 
did  not  think  that  it  was  consistent  with 
his  public  duty  at  present  to  say  what  wen 
the  intentions  of  the  Government.  His 
noble  Friend  had  taken  a  very  correct 
view  of  what  would  probably  be  the  flnaa* 
cial  state  of  the  present  Session.  It  shouU 
be  recollected  that  the  revenue  on  tea  wu 
<  -s&j  \i)tiA  iihart  of  firs  jpiBionit  »ad  tfwt 
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Afl  general  revenue  of  the  country  was 
not  in  a  state  to  allow  of  snch  a  loss  of 
rSTcnne  iks  vonld  result  from  a  lai^e 
reduetioA  in  the  Autj  on  tea.  A  small 
reduction  of  tbe  duty  on  that  article  would 
not  giTe  the  benefit  of  it  to  the  consumQr, 
but  to  anotber  clasa.  His  noble  Priend 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  drawn  a  pa- 
rallel between  the  duty  on  tea  and  that  on 
o^er  articles ;  but  be  did  not  think  that  it 
stood  exactly  on  the  same  footing.  The 
bon.  Oendeman  allnded  to  the  reduction  of 
the  duties  on  articles  the  production  of  Eu- 
ropean countries,  and  he  said  that,  there- 
fore, they  should  make  a  similar  reduction 
on  the  produce  of  China.  He  did  not  dis~ 
pute,  as  a  general  principle,  that  they 
should  impose  the  lowest  possible  duty  that 
was  consistent  with  the  interest  of  we  rc- 
Teniie.  The  honourable  Qentlemaa  bad 
allnded  to  die  application  of  tMs  principle 
with  respect  to  other  articles  ;  hut  with 
regard  to  several  bf  them,  they  gave  great 
advantage  to  colonial  prodnce,  as  compared 
with  the  produce  of  other  countries.  His 
noble  Priend,  in  recommending  a  redaction 
in  the  duty  on  tea,  said  that  the  effect 
would  be  a  large  ibcrcase  lb  the  amount  of 
&e  sugar  duties.  Bow,  the  House  would 
remember  that  last  year,  when  be  recom- 
mended a  large  redaction  in  the  duty  on 
■ugar,  he  said  that  in  doing  so  he  looked  to 
an  increase  in  the  consumption  of  tea  in 
consequence  of  it,  and  that  this  would  go 
some  way  to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  reve- 
nue in  sugar.  In  lo44  he  had  received  a 
deputation  on  this  subject,  which  had  as- 
sured lum  that  unless  there  Was  immedi- 
ately a  very  targe  reduction  in  the  duty  on 
tea,  it  was  impossible  that  the  amount  of 
tho  exports  to  China  could  be  kept  Up. 
At  that  time  our  eiporta  to  China  amonntod 
to  l,500,0OCH.,  but  the  year  after  thev  bad 
increased  to  2,800,000/.  Therefore,  though 
he  did  not  dispute  the  general  principle 
laid  down  by  the  nohle  Lord,  that  a  reduc- 
twra  of  duty  would  iuerease  our  trade,  bis 
case  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  quite  so 
strong  as  at  first  sight  appeared,  espe- 
doOy  when  they  fonnd  that  the  perBOOS 
most  conversant  with  the  subject  were  nds- 
taken  on  this  point.  He  was  not  prcpaced 
to  hold  ont  any  erpectaUona  as  to  tbo 
coarse  which  Govemmenl  would  pursue, 
'  though  ho  bad  no  objection  to  produce  the 
memorial  moved  for — a  document  which 
would  be  entitled  to  the  fullest  considera- 
tion, considering  it  to  be  the  prodnction 
of  persons  well  acqoEunted  with  aQ  the  de- 
tain of  die  question  before  the  Bouse. 
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Ms.  J.  A.  SUIT^  expressed  the  salis- 
facdon  be  felt  that  this  most  important 
question  had  been  brought  under  the  notice 
not  only  of  the  House  hut  of  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment,  and  he  sincorety  hop^,  not- 
withstanding what  bad  fallen  from  the 
right  hoQ.  Qentleman  the  Chancellor  of  tiie 
Sjcchequer,  that  before  Qua  discusaiou 
closed  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  GoTemment  would  give  some  ex- 
pression to  bis  sentiments  upon  a  question 
which  involved  far  greater  and  even  more 
important  interests  than  those  of  the  mere 
consumers  of  the  article  of  tea.  While  ho 
admitted  that  the  question  of  revenue  must 
he  paramount  in  the  consideration  of  tho 
Oovemment,  yet  he  in  Us  conscience  be- 
hoved that  by  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on 
that  article  of  import,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant  openings  to  commercial  etiterprise 
that  ever  occurred  would  be  secured,  if  an 
intelligent  and  wise  use  was  made  of  the 
opportunity.  Something  ought  to  be  done 
to  meet  the  liberal  tarin  of  the  Chinese 
Govenmient.  Confirming,  as  he  was  able 
to  do,  in  the  strongest  possible  manner,  the 
statements  Which  had  been  made  ds  to  the 
condition,  during  the  last  eighteen  months, 
of  the  tea-trade  by  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Uember  for  Dartmouth  (Mr.  Uoffatt),  he 
could  assure  the  Government  that  unless  a 
great  cbauge  was  made  in  the  tea  duties, 
and  lliat  the  Urnits  which  were  put  upon 
the  trade  with  China  were  removed,  the 
commerce  between  this  country  and  China 
would  undergo  a  most  serious  and  rapid 
decrease.  Althou^  ho  did  not  expect 
that  the  Government  would  be  prepared  to 
give  any  pledge  on  the  subject,  yet  he 
hoped  some  evidence  would  be  given  to-nigbt 
which  would  satisfy  the  House  and  the 
public  that  this  important  question  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Government,  anil  that 
the  interests  neither  of  the  consumers  nor 
of  those  trading  to  China  would  he  lost 
sight  of. 

Ub.  BNTWISLE  suppnted  the  Mo- 
tion, and  said  the  duties  upon  tea  offered 
a  fair  subject  fur  the  application  of  those 
principles  of  free  trade  which  had  occu- 
pied 80  much  attention  on  both  sides  of 
the  House.  He  reminded  the  House 
that  the  people  of  China  would  trade 
with  those  countries  with  which  they 
conlddoso  on  the  most  equitable  temls; 
and  their  good  feeling  towards  this  countrv 
depended  upon  the  liberaEty  with  which 
they  were  treated.  He  conceived  that  an 
opportunity  like  this  of  largely  extending 
(£eir  trade  with  that  cotmtry  snonJd  asA  bi 
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ne^ectod,  but  aliould,  on  the  contraiy,  be 
token  the  wlTantkge  of;    and  hi 


i  greatei 
Bt  foreign 


could  enjoy  agunst  foreign  compeUon  would 
be  Buch  increued  demand  for  their  manu- 
factures.  

Mr.  WTSE  said,  there  bad  been  a 
conaiderable  improvement  in  the  coosump- 
tioQ  of  tea  in  Ireland,  particularly  in  the 
towns,  and  that  consumption  was  likely  to 
be  still  further  increased  if  a  reduction  of 
duty  should  take  place.  Considering  the 
evidence  before  them,  with  respect  to  the 
increased  consumption  of  coffee  resulting 
from  the  diminution  of  the  duty  on  that 
article,  they  should  expect  that  the  same 
result  would  follow  from  the  reduction  of 
the  doty  on  tea.  It  should  be  recollected, 
that  the  establishment  of  the  principle  of 
temperance  had  tended  to  supersede  the 
use  of  spirituous  liquors  and  other  drinks 
of  that  description,  and  that  fact  alone 
should  afford  an  additional  inducement  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  tea. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
One  o'clock. 
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3f  EldoD,  fmm  kvctaI  ptvva.  ngtltul  tbt  ChMiiablt 
mun  em — By  Uv  Duke  of  Clenlud,  ftom  Duihun, 
IP  tnoai  of  Ihfl  Com  I^VL — rnna  iDcorporxloa  of 
Sudnn  oT  at  Hsyil  Buigb  of  GLugoo,  agdnit  Iha 

Burglu  (ScoUudl  BUI From  Noblemen  ind  olhen  of 

Ibe  County  ind  Uie  Couoly  of  Itae  Ton  ofGalwiy,  ptmy- 
Dgforlba  AdvimcBDaitof  PuUlc  tfooey  for  Ihecurylnj 
BotontaiB  PubUc  Waikiiii  Inknd. 


Lord  CAMPBELL  said,  that  in  rising 
to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  two  Bills 
which  he  had  laid  on  their  Lordships'  Ta- 
ble, it  was,  he  believed,  not  necessary  that 
he  should  say  more  than  a  very  few  words, 
as  he  was  not  aware  that  any  opposition 
was  likely  to  be  offered  to  his  Motion. 
One  of  these  Bills  was  for  the  obolitiou  of 
deodsods,  and  the  other  was  for  granting 
compensation  in  cases  of  death  by  accident. 
Under  the  existing  law,  the  relatives  of 


the  person  killed  could  receive  no  compea- 
sation,  no  matter  what  the  degree  of  n^- 
ligence  occasioning  the  death  mi^t  Iw. 
Any  pecuniary  mulct  that  might  be  ia- 
flicted  would  go  to  the  Crown,  or  to  tko 
lord  of  the  manor  ;  and  the  formalities 
were  such  that  it  w&a  hardly  possible  that 
an  inquiry  before  the  coroner  could  be  so 
conducted  as  afterwards  to  stand  fire  in 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  of  last  Session  through 
their  Lordships'  House,  his  noble  "nji 
learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack  had  been 
authorized  by  Her  Majesty  to  give  Her 
Majesty's  gracious  consent  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  measure  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  a  similar  favour  would  be  extended  to 
this  Bill.  With  regard  to  the  question  <tf 
deodands,  he  might  mention,  that  Mr. 
Wakley,  the  coroner  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  a  gentleman  very  active  and  of 
very  great  experience  as  a  coroner,  had 
authorized  him  to  say  that  he  had  found 
no  benefit  whatever  to  arise  from  the  pre- 
sent law  of  deodands.  He  (Lord  Camp- 
bell) had  a  great  respect  for  the  conuntm 
law  ;  hut  still  he  felt  that  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  some  of  its  doctrines  were 
not  apphcable  to  the  present  state  of  so- 
ciety. One  of  these  doctrines  was,  that 
the  life  of  a  man  was  so  valuable  that  they 
could  not  put  any  estimate  upon  it  in  cue 
of  a  death  by  accident ;  and,  therefore,  if 
a  man  had  bis  leg  broken,  on  account  iii 
negligence  on  the  part  of  coach -proprietMB 
or  of  a  r^Iway  company,  he  had  his  re- 
medy in  a  court  of  justico ;  but  if  the  nc^- 
Ugence  were  stilt  grosser,  and  if  a  life  were 
destroyed,  there  was  no  remedy  whatever. 
In  Scotland,  and  in  foreign  countries,  the 
general  rule  was,  that  where  there  was 
a  wrong  which  worked  injuriously  to  an- 
other, the  law  gave  compensation;  and 
that  law  had  been  acted  on  in  a  recent  in- 
stance in  Prance — the  trial  of  M.  de  Bean- 
vallon  on  a  charge  of  murder  ;  but,  in  this 
countiy,  if  death  ensued,  the  civil  injury 
merged  in  the  felony ;  and  this  state  of 
the  law  was,  he  thought,  highly  discre- 
ditable. He  was  sorry  to  perceive  that 
some  disposition  appeared  to  exist  among 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  elsewhere  to 
oppose  this  measure  ;  but  this  he  could 
say,  that  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England  had  ex- 
pressed his  unqualified  approbation  of  it* 
merits.  Some  of  his  learned  Friends 
thought,  however,  that  the  law  of  Bnglaad 
was  absolute  perfection,  and  that  any  at- 
tempt to  infringe  upon  it  should  be  reuMed. 
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He  was  told,  that  tKo  reBiatanee  to  tliie 
measure,  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
wonid  be  also  increased  bj  the  influence  of 
r^waj  companies  there,  and  that  this  in- 
fluence was  BO  great  that  one  railwaj  corn- 
pan]'  alone  could  muster  no  less  than  eighty 
votes.  But  though  there  might  be  a  great 
manj  hon.  Gentlemen  in  the  House  of 
<7Dmmona  proprietors  in  railway  compa- 
nies, he  trusted  that  when  they  came  to 
«oneider  these  Bills,  thej  would  forget  that 
they  were  directors,  and  consider  only  that 
they  were  citizens  and  subjects,  and  that, 
as  men,  it  was  their  duty  to  ^ve  th^  sup- 
port to  them. 

LoED  LYTTELTON  oiud,  it  might  be 
remembered  diat  lost  year  he  had  intro- 
duced a  Bin  having  the  same  object  as  the 
measure  now  before  the  Honse;  and  he 
only  rose  at  present  to  express  bis  great 
satisfaction  that  the  subject  had  fallen  into 
BO  much  more  able  hands.  He  would  sup- 
port both  these  Bills  ;  but  he  would  con- 
fess that  he  viewed  with  somo  anxiety 
th«r  progress  through  the  other  House  of 
Parliament.  The  objections  to  them  were, 
however,  he  believed,  rather  of  a  technical 
nature  than  of  any  other  kind,  and  he 
trusted  they  might  be  provided  againgt. 

Lord  BROUGHAM  said,  he  certainlv 
ap«ed  with  his  noble  and  learned  Friend, 
and  with  the  noble  Lord  who  had  just  spo- 
ken in  favour  of  these  Bills.  He  was  one 
of  thoee  who  bad  attended  most  carefully 
on  the  Committee  on  this  matter,  and  he 
was  not  awpre  until  it  had  been  now  stated 
that  the  objections  alluded  to  were  enter- 
tuned  against  the  measure  elsewhere. 
Nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  the 
grounds  on  which  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  had  rested  these  veiy  important  mea- 
sures. The  law  of  England  was,  with  re- 
gard to  the  subject  of  compensation  for  lose 
of  life,  an  exception  to  the  law  of  every 
other  country ;  and  this  very  fantastical 
reason  was  given  for  a  very  bad  law — the 
badness  of  the  law  being  oiJy  equalled  by 
the  badness  of  the  reason — that  the  value 
of  life  was  so  very  great  that  nothing  could 
be  a  compensation  for  it :  because  they 
eould  not  give  an  infinite  value  for  a  life, 
they  reftised  to  give  any  value  at  all  for  it. 
The  argument,  in  fact,  blew  hot  and  cold, 
becanse  it  made  life  either  infinitely  valua- 
ble, or  of  no  value  whatever.  He  thought 
they  were  much  indebted  to  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  for  having  taken  up  the 
subject,  and  he  tmated  that  both  Bills 
would  be  tdlowed  to  become  law. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  s«d,  as  it 
was  neceesary  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the 


{Apbil  24}     New  Houtu  of  ParUament.    970 

Crown  to  the  passing  of  a  Bill  on  the  sub- 
ject of  deodanda,  he  had  applied  to  Her 
Uajesty  last  Session,  and  had  obtuned 
Her  Majesty's  assent  to  the  Bill  then 
before  the  House,  and  he  thought  he  could 
undertake  to  obtain  the  assent  of  the 
Crown  in  favour  of  the  present  measure 
also.  As  to  the  other  Bill,  he  thought  it 
would  be  worth  while  to  ascertun  what 
were  the  technical  grounds  entertained 
ag^nst  it  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  order  that  this  might  he  provided 
against. 

Lo&s  BROUGHAM  said,  the  assent  of 
the  Crown  could  he  given  to  the  Bill  at  any 

BillB  read  2*. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  NEW  HOUSES  OF 
PAELIAMENT. 
The  Marquebs  of  CLANRICARDfl 
said,  a  Notice  of  Motion  had  been  given 
for  that  evening  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  evidence  reported  to  the 
House  by  the  Select  Committee  on  ths 
Building  of  the  Honses  of  Parliament, 
which  he  had  now  to  move  should  be 
discharged.  He  did  not  wish  to  make 
such  a  Motion  as  that  at  present,  be- 
cause he  thought,  from  what  seemed  to 
he  the  opinion  of  their  Lordships'  House 
on  the  last  night  that  the  subject  was  de- 
bated, it  was  better  to  leave  the  matter, 
at  least  for  the  present,  in  the  hands  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  He  would 
therefore  move,  with  their  Lordships'  per- 
missioD,  that  the  Order  he  discharged ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  intended  to  ask  his 
noble  Relative  at  the  head  of  the  Woods 
and  Forests  what  progress  had  been  made 
in  this  matter  ;  for  whatever  confidence 
might  be  placed  in  that  department  of  the 
Government,  they  could  not  overlook  the 
importance  of  having  a  subject  in  which 
the^  were  so  much  interested  kept  under 
their  Lordships'  immediate  eye.  There 
was  one  answer  given  by  Mr.  Barry,  in  the 
course  of  the  recent  evidence,  with  which 
be  was  not  altogether  satisfied.  He  was 
told  that  it  had  been  generally  understood 
that  the  Lords  would  be  in  their  new 
House  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
Session,  and  in  his  answer  he  said — 

"  I  niBj,  tnvever,  be  permitted  to  obMrre  that 
tbe  ei]WDC>tU)ii  which  tbeir  Lordabips  h>Te  been 
inducsil  to  sntertain  ii,  I  fear,  not  graunded  on 
u)7  GTideDoe  giTsn  before  ths  Se]i«t  Committee. 
It  mnBt  depend  entirety  on  circumitAnoei  vbotber 
thej  will  bo  able  to  enter  tbo  ilouse  in  tlie  next 
Seiuion  or  not." 

Why,  it  certainly  wonld  depend  on  circum- 
stancM,  but  one  of  the  moat  material  of 
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these  oircnmstancea  laj  in  tho  goodirUl 
and  exertion  of  Hr.  Banj  himself.  He 
begged  also  to  saj,  that  he  beUevcd  there 
«aa  not  a  noble  Hembcr  of  the  Select 
Committeeo  who  did  not  consider  that  it 
had  been  clearly  proved  bj  the  evidence 
that  it  was  not  onlj  possible,  but  easj,  to 
hare  their  own  House  prepared  for  them 
hj  the  opening  of  the  neit  Session,  if  pro- 
per exertion  was  u»cd.  It  would  be  really 
disgraceful,  he  would  not  say  to  this  coun- 
try, but  to  this  town,  conudering  the  great 
works  that  were  completed  in  other  towns, 
and  the  still  greater  works  tliat  were 
erected  in  other  countries  in  a  short  time, 
if,  with  due  care  and  exertion,  a  work  so 
far  advanced  aa  was  their  Lordshi] 
Houac  could  not  he  completed  in  the  time 
that  would  elapse  hefore  the  next  Session 
commenced.  There  was  an  express  un- 
derstanding with  the  House  of  CommonE 
originally  that  their  Lordships'  conveni- 
ence should  in  the  first  instance  be  pro- 
vided for;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  that 
engagement,  ha  believed  that  fifteen  or 
twenty  conunittee-rooms  were  to  he 
diately  opened  in  the  new  building  for  the 
use  of  the  Members  of  the  other  House.  Now, 
he  did  not  object  to  that  being  done  for  the 

{ublic  Bcrrice  and  for  public  com 
ut  he  regarded  it  as  affording  strong 
ground  for  supposing  that  their  Lordships' 
interests  were  not  attended  to  as  they 
might  he.  He  rcallr  did  think  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  trifled  with ;  and  he  hoped 
bis  noble  Relative  would  be  able  to  inform 
them  what  was  doing  at  the  present  mo- 
ment ;  what  prospect  there  was  of  the 
House  being  finished  ;  and  what  exertions 
wore  mado  to  effect  that  object.  He  hoped, 
also,  that  his  noble  Relative  would  bo  able 
to  hold  out  a  promise  that  there  would  be 
no  moro  squabbles  permitted  between  the 
architect  and  Dr.  Reid. 

Viscount  CANNING  said,  in  answer 
to  the  question  wluch  his  noble  Relative 
had  put  to  him,  he  would  beg  leave  to  set 
the  noble  Lord  right  as  to  one  pobt,  namely, 
as  to  the  preparation  of  the  committee- 
rooms  of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was 
not  the  ease  that  the  House  of  Commons 
had  issued  any  order  to  Ur.  Barry  to  pre- 
pare these  rooms;  but  about  the  first  day 
of  the  present  month  the  Speaker  intimated 
to  the  Board  of  Works  that  from  the  27th 
of  this  month  there  would  bo  a  large  addi- 
tional number  of  committee-rooms  wanted 
for  tho  use  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Either  the  Speaker  or  the  Scrgeant-at- 
^rma  snggeated  that  on«  or  two  hooaea  ia 
PaUeo-jMtd  liwBld  be  taken  fn  tbAip«E- 


pose;  but  on  these  houses  being  examined, 
it  was  found  that  they  did  not  afford  the 
necessary  accommodation.  It  was  then 
suggested  thai  new  rooms  should  be  bnitt, 
as  was  done  last  year;  but  these  would 
afford  very  bad  accommodation  ;  and,  under 
these  circumstances,  he  thouglit  it  would 
be  much  more  convenient,  and  much  more 
economical,  if  the  rooms  in  the  part  of  the 
new  building,  which  had  been  a  long  time 
finished,  situated  near  the  river,  could  be 
put  in  order.  He  aocordiugly  made  a  com- 
munication to  Hr.  Barry,  to  aacertaio  from 
him  if  it  were  possible  the  rooms  coold  be 
completed  within  the  time.  Ur.  Barry 
having  expressed  an  opinion  favourable  to 
the  proposition,  he  (Lord  Canning)  gave 
him  the  necessary  instructions;  and,  hav- 
ing inspected  the  works  on  the  day  before, 
he  had  no  doubt  that  they  would  be  ready 
by  the  day  named.  It  was  only  yesterday 
that  he  had  received  any  intimation  from 
an  officer  of  their  Lordships'  House,  that 
additional  accommodation  for  Committees 
of  their  Lordships  would  be  required;  hut 
as  there  were  nineteen  of  the  rooms  to 
which  he  had  alluded  in  preparation,  and 
as  only  fifteen  were  reqmred  for  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  oUier  four  would  be 
ready  for  their  Lordships  at  the  same  time. 
He  had  also  requested  Hr.  Barry  to  make 
another  access  'to  thnr  committee-rooms, 
so  that  theu*  Lordships'  committee-rooms 
should  have  a  different  entrance  from  that 
of  the  committee-rooms  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  With  regard  to  the  principal 
question  of  his  noble  Relative,  he  waa  sorry 
that  he  could  not  answer  it  in  the  manner 
which  he  desired,  namely,  tbat  the  work- 
men were  again  in  the  New  House  of 
Lords,  and  that  &e  fittings  were  nearij 
complete.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that  this 
was  not  the  case.  His  noble  Friend  had 
alluded  to  certain  squabbles  and  ^putes 
which  had  arisen  between  the  architect  and 
Dr.  Reid-  He  thought  that  any  one  who 
would  read  the  evidence  on  the  Table 
would  feel  that  there  was  something  more 
a  aqnabbliog  in  the  matter.  Tbere 
or  two  important  p«nnta  wbidi 
must  be  decided  before  the  work  conld  be 
gone  through.  He  had  attentiTelj  read 
the  evidence  taken  before  the  Committee: 
and  he  had  arrived  at  &e  conclusion  that, 
if  tbe  Government  on  its  reaponsilnlitj  had 
urged  Ur.  Barry  to  go  on  with  the  work 
until  these  points  were  decided,  &bj  migbt 
put  the  country  to  great  expense  nmieeea- 
sarily,  and  tlifflr  Lordships  to  stilt  greater 
inconvenience  than  ibvf  now  axpaneadad. 
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the  eDgineer,  whose  high  profesmoDkl 
talents  snd  attainments  were  known  to  aU, 
and  who  had  paid  much  attention  to  the 
subject  of  TenUhition,  and  particularly  the 
ventilation  of  mines.  The  qualifications 
of  these  gentlemen  were  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  the  investigation  of  ihis  auh- 
jeot.  He  vas  aware  that  at  the  first 
blush  an  objection  might  be  raised  to  this 
course,  that  it  would  lead  to  delay.  He 
could  asBuro  the  House  that  he  hod  not 
a  conclusion  on  the  subject  with- 
out aniions  consideration,  and  Uie  result 
was  that  be  {lad  taken  upon  himself  the 
renionsibiiity  of  adopting  this  oonrse.  He 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  inqniiy 
would  be  gone  into  b;  the  gentlemen  he 
bad  named  without  delay,  wd  be  under, 
stood  that  it  need  not  take  more  than  a 
few  days  before  they  made  a  report  on  the 
subject.  When  the  opinion  of  these  gen- 
tlemen was  before  Her  Majesty's  Qovern- 
ment,  it  would  be  enabled  to  eome  to  an 
immediate  decision.  Any  arranganents 
entered  into  between  the  Government  and 
Dr.  Reid,  or  the  Government  and  the  ar- 
chitect, as  well  as  ihe  opinions  of  Commit- 
tees of  either  House,  should  be  lud  on  the 
Table,  and  it  would  also  be  right  for  the 
Oovemment  to  state  Its  views  on  the  suh. 
JBCt  to  Parliament,  and  thus  g^ve  noble 
Lords  an  opportunity  of  making  any  re- 
marks they  might  deem  phiper.  Before 
ibej  procMdcd  he  thought  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  fortify  their  opinion  in  the  man- 
ner which  he  had  stated,  instead  of  going 
on  working  at  all  risks. 

Loud  BROUGHAM  said,  that  no  one 
could  douht  that  his  noble  Friend  hod 
given  a  dear  explanation,  and  had  adopted 
a  right  mode  of  proceedii^,  as  well  as  the 
most  prudent  course.  Tbeir  Lordships 
were  now  suffering  veiy  much  under  the 
processes  of  Dr.  Reid  for  die  puipose  of 
ventilation.  The  law  Lords  met  in  the 
mornings  ftvm  t«n  to  five,  and  snfliered 
most  severely  from  this  system.  He  hod 
never  in  his  life  suffered  more  from  cold 
than  he  had  done  that  day,  sitting  in  that 
House,  hearing  appeals,  from  half-past  ten 
to  five.  At  the  latter  hour  a  change  of 
temperature  was  always  mode,  or  the  dif- 
fer^ice,  perhaps,  arose  from  the  comfort  of 
having  the  presence  of  the  great  body  of 
their  Lordships  there.  He  could  assure 
the  House  that  the  noble  Mafqness  had 
not  said  too  much  when  he  stated  that 
such  was  the  atmosphere  in  that  House 
during  the  day  that  the  law  Lords  were 
sometimes  brdhng  and  sometimes  freeeing, 


sulmut  to  this  small  sacrifice ;  as  he 
hoped  that  in  the  course  of  only  a  few 
days  the  matter  would  he  determined.  If 
there  had  been  nothing  but  the  squabbles 
between  the  two  gendemen  employed  in 
the  boilding  which  prevented  its  com^^etion, 
he  admitted  that  it  would  have  been  utterly 
inexcusable  on  his  port,  if  he  had  tiot  at 
once  put  an  end  to  them,  and  if  he  hod  not 
brought  these  two  gentlemen  into  active 
oo-operationwithin  twenty-four  hours.  The 
question  in  dispute  must,  however,  take 
some  time  longer  to  determine.  It  had 
sever  been  clearly  shown  to  bis  satisfaction 
that  one  uniform  system  of  ventilation  for 
the  New  Houses  (^  Parliament,  extending 
as  they  did  over  between  eight  and  nine 
acres,  was  feasible.  Before  any  final  step 
was  token  in  tiie  matter,  they  should  see 
whether  this  was  advisable  or  not;  and  for 
that  purpose  they  should  getthe  assist- 
ance of  men  of  tiie  most  eminent  ability. 
He  thought  that  such  opinion  should  be 
obtuned;  and  before  their  Lordships  sanc- 
tioned the  application  of  the  system,  they 
should  take  care  that  they  were  not  peril- 
ling the  safety  of  the  bmlding.  f'eeling 
this  difficulty,  which  had  not  been  consi- 
dered, he  thought  that  the  best  course  to 
follow  was  to  select  three  gentlemen,  who 
were  eminent  for  their  scientific  attain- 
ments, and  were  perfectiy  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  and  from  whom  he  could  en- 
enre  a  sound  opinion,  to  examine  the  mat- 
ter and  report  thereon,  so  as  to  enable  the 
Government  to  act  upon  thdr  advice.  The 
three  gentlemen  had  further  received  in- 
stmctions  to  the  effect  that  they  should 
consider  and  report  how  far  this  system  of 
ventilation  was  practicable;  and  if  so,  how 
far  Dr.  Raid's  system  of  ventilation  should 
be  extended  to  Uie  whole  building,  or  whe- 
ther it  should  be  restricted  to  oidy  parti- 
cular ports,  namely,  the  two  Houses,  or 
other  parts.  Also,  whether  the  application 
of  tiie  system  was  advisable  as  far  as  ap- 
plied to  particular  parts  of  the  buil^g. 
Also,  to  report  how  far  Dr.  Beid's  system 
was  compatible  with  rendering  the  bmlding 
fireproof;  and,  lasdy,  as  to  the  opinion 
they  had  formed  as  to  how  far  the  plans  fur- 
nished to  the  architect  in  this  matter  were 
sufficient;  and  if  ^irther  information  was 
necessary,  to  what  extent.  These  point) 
had  been  directed,  for  the  purpose  oi 
decision,  to  Mr.  Hardwicke,  the  emineni 
architect,  no  doubt  known  to  mauy  of 
tbeir  Lordships;  to  Professor  Graham, 
the  professor  of  chemistry  at  tho  London 
Uoiveruty;  sod  to  Mr.  George  Steph^- 
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to  be  spared  to  procuro  the  comptetioD  of 
the  new  Honae. 

Lord  REDESDALE  thought  that  the 
noble  Visconnl  at  the  head  of  the  Woods 
and  Forests  had  adopted  the  most  judici- 
ous course  that  could  be  pursued;  but  ho 
hoped  that  there  would  be  a  thorough  un- 
derstanding that  the  House  would  not  let 
the  matter  proceed  in  the  way  it  bad  hi- 
therto done.  It  would  be  necesaarj  in  & 
short  time  for  the  House  to  come  to  a 
resolution  to  address  Her  Majesty  that  the 
new  House  of  Lords  should  be  prepared 
for  their  reception  bj  the  commencement 
of  the  nest  Session.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons a  month  ago  had  said  that  thej  must 
have  fifteen  new  committee-rooms  ready 
by  the  27th  of  April;  and  these  rooms,  at 
the  time  they  were  ordered  to  he  got 
ready,  were  not  in  such  an  advanced  Htat« 
as  their  Lordships'  new  House.  That 
building  was  a  single  building,  that  was, 
it  was  isolated,  and  must  be  Tentilaled 
either  from  under  the  floor,  or  from  the 
space  between  the  ceiling  and  the  roof.  It 
was  left  to  Dr.  Reid  to  say  which  course 
he  should  take.  The  sole  question  they 
had  to  determine  regarded  the  manner  or 
plan  of  sending  hot  or  cold  air  into  the 
new  House,  and  this  was  the  only  thing 
that  interfered  with  putting  up  the  new 
fittings.  They  had  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Barry  that  all  the  internal  fittings  were 
ready,  and  that  thej  only  required  to  be 
put  np.  The  ceilings  and  walls  were 
finished,  therefore  there  could  not  be  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  new  Hoase  would 
be  ready  bj  ihie  commencement  of  the 
next  Session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

House  odjonmed. 


and  this  was  always  the  case  except  when 
their  Lordships  attended  in  the  evening 
for  a  short  time.  He  hoped  that  attention 
would  be  paid  to  this  subject.  In  thi 
Committee  upstairs  there  was  clear  evi 
dence  to  show  that  not  ught  or  ten 
months  were  required,  but  that  their 
Lordships  could  with  proper  attention  get 
into  their  new  House  in  the  course  of  a 
very  few  weeks:  not,  however,  if  thej 
were  to  wait  until  every  nook  and  cranny 
or  rat's  hole  had  been  exposed  to  the 
tilating  process  of  Dr.  Reid.  The  Library 
Committee  had  acted  most  prudently,  for 
they  had  barred  the  door  against  this  plan 
of  ventilation.  As  it  was,  they  were 
ject  to  every  inconvenience,  owing  to  this 
detestable  plan  of  ventilation.  No 
eould  be  better  adapted  for  the  investiga- 
tion than  those  gentlemen  chosen  by  his 
noble  Friend.  Mr.  Uardwicke  was  an  ad- 
mirable architect,  and  he  wished  that  he 
would  inoculate  his  brother  architect  with 
some  of  that  activity  which  he  had  mani- 
fested in  building  Lincoln's  Inn  Hall.  As 
to  the  squabbles  alluded  to,  he  knew  no- 
thing about  them,  but  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  noble  Lord  to  see  that  no  such 
squabbles  arose  to  prevent  the  completion 
of  pubho  works.  Ho  had  beard  a  few 
days  ago,  for  the  first  time,  and  he  did  so 
with  indignation,  that  the  works  for  their 
new  House  had  been  suspended  for  mmths, 
in  consequence  of  the  squabbles  between 
these  two  persons. 

LoKD  CAMPBELL  thought  that  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  had  been  rather 
too  severe  on  his  countryman.  Dr.  Seid. 
He  (Lord  Campbell]  intended  to  throw  no 
blame  on  Mr.  Barry,  but  would  suppose 
that  he  had  conducted  himself  with  the 
greatest  seal  for  the  pnbhc  service.  Uis 
own  opinion  was  that  Dr.  Reid  was  a  man 
of  eminent  science,  and  that  he  was  very 
successful  in  his  plan  of  ventilation.  For 
instance,  the  present  House  of  Commons 
was  the  best  large  building  as  regarded 
ventilation  and  hearing  that  he  hod  ever 
been  in.  He  thought  that  the  Members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  would  be  great 
foob  if  they  showed  any  great  anxiety  to 
leave  that  place.  He  trusted  tbat  their 
Lordships  would  not  prejudge  the  matter 
in  consequence  of  the  ventilation  of  their 
House,  hut  there  were  great  impediments 
in  the  way  of  effectually  doing  so.  As  it 
was,  when  they  met  in  the  day  time  to 
hear  appeals,  they  were  sometimes  in 
Greenland  and  sometimes  in  Bencoolen. 
Se  hoped  tlMt  tbej  would  ftllow  no  efitnU 
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BRIDPORT  ELECTION. 

The  Uembera  Belected  bj  the  OeDerol 
Committee  on  ElectioDS  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  petition  BgoioBt  the  Ute  return  of  a 
Member  to  serre  in  Farlitunent  for  the 
Borough  of  Bridport,  were  called  to  the 
Table  and  sworn. 

Mb,  BAILLIE  COCHRANE,  feeHng 
the  awkwardneBS  of  ofTerins  any  remarks 
upon  such  an  occasion,  jet  hoped  that  the 
Houae  irould  kindly  grant  him  its  indul- 
gence whilst  he  trespassed  for  a  moment 
on  its  Ume.  The  Committee  just  appointed 
and  sworn  to  try  the  merits  of  his  return, 
would  hftTe  to  assemble  to-morrow;  and 
although  he  could  have  no  hope  that  the 
House  would  deviate  from  the  course  usu- 
ally followed  in  suoh  cases,  yet  not  for  the 
sake  of  his  own  interest  merely,  but  for 
the  sake  of  the  interests  of  other  hon. 
Members  who  mi^t  thereafter  be  pkced 
in  a  similarly  unpleasant  eitoatiou,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  extreme  difficulty  in  which 
he  was  placed,  owing  to  the  loose  wording 
of  the  Act  which  provided  the  giving  of 
notice  of  the  objection  to  he  made.  By  a 
clause  in  a  recent  Act,  which  he  beheved 
had  been  brought  !a  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  GoTernment, 
lotice  had 

"  And  be  it  enaoted,  that  in  oil  eaaei  of  oontro- 
verted  slectioDS,  or  retunu  of  Member)  to  Mm 
in  Puliament,  the  partiea  compUining  of  or  de- 
fending (imIi  elections  or  retumB  ahaU,  by  them- 
mItcs  or  their  igenlj,  deliver  in  to  tbe  dark  of 
the  General  Ccmtnitleaaliiit  of  Che  voten  intended 
to  be  oVjeeled  to,  ^ving,  in  tba  wid  list  the  love- 
nJ  beads  of  objection,  and  diitinguisliing  the  same 
afatnit  the  namei  of  the  TOtcn  objected  to,  before 
an  hour  not  later  than  aii  o^cloek  in  the  afternoon 
of  tbe  da7  mzt  before  the  daj  appointed  for  choor- 
ing  tlie  Cenunittee." 

Now,  tbe  manifest  intention  of  that  clause 
was  to  insure  to  parties  a  full  and  timely 
notice  of  the  ohjeotions  about  to  be  made. 
But  in  his  esse  they  had  kept  the  word  of 
promise  to  the  ear,  whilst  they  had  broken 
it  to  tbe  hc^.    For  how  stood  tbe  faot  ? 


240  electors  of  Bridport  had  voted  for  him, 
and  the  petitioners  had  placed  upon  the 
list  of  objections  no  less  than  96.  Now, 
he  asked,  was  that  justice  ?  Was  it  in 
accordance  with  the  fair  meaning  of  the 
clause  that  such  a  list  of  objections  shonld 
be  handed  in  at  the  very  tost  moment,  when 
it  woidd  be  almost  impossible  to  ascertain 
upon  what  grounds  the  charges  had  been 
made  or  were  founded  ?  Was  it,  be  asked, 
such  a  measure  of  justice  as  should  be 
g^ven  to  any  man  accused  of  bribery,  to 
enable  lum  to  meet  tbe  case  brought  against 
him  ?  Was  it  such  a  course  as  would  be 
pUTBued  by  any  court  of  justice  ?  On  the 
night  before  the  day  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee was  about  to  sit,  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  the  validity  of  his  return,  he  was  as 
completdy  in  the  dark  as  any  Member  of 
that  House  as  regarded  the  charges  to 
which  be  was  to  he  called  on  to  reply. 
Surely  the  meaning  of  tbe  clause  must 
have  been,  that  the  objector  to  the  return 
shonld  state  what  was  the  nature  of  tbe 
charges  about  to  be  made,  in  order  that 
those  charges  might  be  fiurly  met:  and 
surely  it  was  not  a  fair  mode  of  complying 
with  that'  requisition  thus  to  object  to  one 
half  of  those  who  had  recorded  their  votes 
for  him.  How  conld  he  know  what  wit- 
nesses to  call?  His  only  intention  in 
rising  was  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  case,  in  order  to  show  tbe 
maimer  in  which  the  parties  supporting 
the  petition  were  acting  towards  bom.  He 
had  been  left  most  unusually  in  the  dark; 
and  although  he  did  not  expect  to  be  re- 
lieved by  the  House,  he  thought  that  some 
means  should  be  taken  to  ensure  a  better 
measure  of  justice  for  other  hon.  Members 
who  might  be  subsequently  placed  in  a 
umilar  position. 

LoHD  GRANVILLE  SOMERSET,  as 
far  as  he  understood  tbe  objection  of  the 
hoo.  Hember,  believed  it  to  be  to  the 
wording  of  the  law  as  it  at  present  stood. 
He  did  not  know  anything  of  the  nature  of 
the  hon.  Member's  case;  but  the  objection 
being  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  he  should 
say  that  he  did  not  think  that  was  the 
proper  time  to  raise  such  a  discnssion. 

Mb.  J.  COLLETT  thongbt  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bridport  had  little  cause  to 
complain,  comparatively  with  him  (Mr. 
CoUett);  for  of  4,000  electors  who  voted 
for  him  at  his  election,  every  man  had 
been  objected  to  in  the  petition  which  was 
presented  against  lus  return. 

Sir  R.  H.  INGLIS,  as  he  understood 
the  hon.  Uember  for  Bridport,  believed  his 
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objection  to  be  merely  as  to  the  eicessire 
number  of  voters  he  was  accused  of  hav- 
ing  bribed.  He  understood  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber to  complun  that  notice  of  objection  to 
96  out  of  240  voters  had  been  giren.  Now, 
if  the  bon.  Member  hadhad  the  misfortuno 
to  have  bribed  bo  manj  as  96,  he  could 
not  see  why  he  shoiild  object  to  the  peti- 
titioner  giring  notice  of  his  intention  to 
prove  the  fact. 

Mb.  fi.  COCHRANE  begged  most  dis- 
tinctly to  deny  that  he  had  ever  said  any- 
thing like  what  the  hon.  Baronet  attributed 
to  bun.  What  he  had  objected  to  was, 
that  sufficient  notice  had  not  been  given 
him;  that  the  meaning  of  the  Act  was  to 
insure  to  Members  an  opportunity  of  being 
made  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  charges  abont  to  be  brought  against 
Aem,  in  eider  that  they  might  be  enabled 
to  meet  them;  and  that  luoh  an  opportu- 
nity hod  not  been  afforded  him.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  was  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  speaker  colled  him  to  order. 

The  Committee  to  meet  at  Bleren 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

COLONEL  STODDAaX  AND  CAPTAIN 
CONOLLT. 

Mb.  BAILLIE  COCHRANE  rose  to 
put  a  question,  of  which  he  hod  given  no- 
tice, to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  Her  Majesty'i  Qovemmont,  respecting 
the  familieH  of  two  deserving  and  unfortu- 
nate gentlemen  who  had  lost  their  lives  at 
Bokhara  whilst  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try. He  meant  Colonel  Stoddart  and  Cap- 
tain ConoUy.  It  would  be  only  an  act  of 
justice  towards  the  families  of  Uiose  unfor- 
tunate gentlemen  to  make  some  provision 
for  them,  if  only  as  a  tribute  of  respect. 
He  was  not  aware  whether  Colonel  Stod- 
dart  had  left  any  representative ;  but  with 
regard  to  the  representatives  of  Captain 
ConoUy,  be  knew  that  any  act  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  be  most  gratefully  re- 
ceived, and  he  trusted  that  some  provision 
would  be  made  for  them. 

Sib  ROBERT  PEEL:  If  he  remem- 
bered rightly.  Captain  Conolly  was  in  the 
service  of  the  East  India  Company  ;  Colo- 
nel Stoddart  was  employed  by  the  Farrago 
Office ;  and  for  the  characters  of  both  he 
hod  a  great  respect,  and  felt  deep  regret 
tX  their  unhappy  fate.  When,  however, 
the  hon.  Member  required  bim  to  mark 
that  respect  by  a  pecuniary  provision  for 
the  relatives  of  the  parties,  he  ought  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  Crown  had  only  very 
limited  meuu  of  gnnting  pennons.    For- 


meriy,  it  hod  great  power  for  this  purpose: 
the  Irish  and  English  civil  lists  were  at  its 
disposal  for  the  reword  of  military  and  civil 
services  ;  but  at  this  time,  the  whole  sum 
the  Crown  could  grant  in  the  course  of  the 
jcOF  was  1 ,2001. ;  and  from  that  amount  it 
was  expected,  besides,  to  provide  for  tho 
claims  of  literary  and  scientific  men,  and 
for  those  who  performed  personal  services 
to  the  Sovereign.  In  truth,  it  was  per- 
fectly  inadequate.  Ho  could  not  give  a 
better  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which 
Colonel  Stoddart  was  held  than  to  state, 
that  about  two  years  since,  out  of  the  Umi- 
ted  sum  of  1,200J.,  Her  Majesty  granted 
pensions  of  ISOf.  to  the  sisters  of  that  gal- 
lant officer:  the  grounds  must  be  distinctly 
stated  in  the  warrant,  and  there  it  was  set 
out  that  the  money  was  paid  in  consequence 
of  the  untimely  death  of  Colonel  Stoddart, 
and  the  services  he  had  rendered.  Ho 
again  entreated  the  House  te  remember 
that  the  whole  sum  allowed  te  the  Crovm 
was  1,200{.  a  year.  He  was  not  awaro 
that  C^tain  Conolly  had  any  immediate 
relatives;  but  he  knew  enough  of  the  East 
India  Company  to  be  sure  that  they  were 
not  indisposed  to  attend  to  claims  arising 
out  of  services  rendered  :  that  cmineat  and 
wealthy  body  would  act  in  this  case  with 
its  accustomed  hbcrality.  For  Colonel 
Stoddart's  relations  the  Crown  had  dono 
as  much  as,  under  the  circumstances, 
seemed  reosonahie. 

STATE  OF  IRELAND. 

On  the  Motion  that  the  debate  on  tho 
First  Reading  of  the  Protection  of  Life 
(Ireland)  Bill,  be  resumed, 

Mr.  W.  smith  O'BRIEN  rose  to  put 
a  question  to  tne  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
G.  Bentinck),  of  which  he  had  given  him 
notice,  and  which  he  hod  been  good  enough 
to  say  he  would  answer.  It  was  this: 
Suppose  Government  were  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  Com 
Lows,  OB  regards  Ireland,  so  as  te  odmit 
grain  dnty  free,  would  the  noble  Lord,  and 
the  party  with  wluch  he  was  connected, 
support  such  a  measure  ?  The  noble  Lord 
would  he  sure  te  feel  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  hour  were  not  of  on 
ordinatj  character ;  and  since  this  day 
week,  when  he  (Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brien)  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  die 
lamentable  condition  of  his  countrymen. 
Ministers  had  laid  some  documents  npon 
the  Table,  which  had  been  printed,  and 
were  now  in  the  hoods  of  every  Member. 
He  was  confident  that  every  Member  must 
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lure  Kftd  ihem,  and  wonld  have  seen  Jnmt 
them  that  famine  was  rapidl;  approaofaiog, 
orratber  that  it  aotiiallyezisted,!!!  Ireland. 
With  these  documents  before  them,  he  could 
hardl;  believe  that  Gorenunent  woold  per- 
eerere  in  a  measure  which  took  awaj  from 
the  people  the  right  of  beingout  of  doors 
half  an  hour  after  sanaet.  He  presumed 
that  the  official  docnmenta  lately  presented 
most  have  been  read  hy  meij  Uember,  but 
etiU  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  direct  attention 
to  some  parte  of  their  contents,  showing  that 
the  progress  of  the  potato  disease  was  rapid, 
that  complaints  were  loud  and  general, 
and  the  ^plications  fbr  relief  innumerable. 
[The  hen.  Member  read  a  variety  of  quota- 
tions from  the  Printed  Papers,  including  de- 
tails of  distress  from  Tipperarj,  Lo  wtb,  Cork, 
Limerick,  King's  Count;,  Queen's  Conntj, 
Weetmeath,  Qalwaj,  Donegal,  the  lales  of 
Arran,  Ac]  It  was  impossible,  he  said, 
tiiat  such  a  state  of  tlungs  should  continue 
without  some  resort  to  violence  on  the  part 
of  the  people.  Ministers  had  declared  that 
they  foresaw  the  evil;  why,  then,  had  ihey 
not  taken  due  precautitms  agunst  it  j  On 
that  day  week,  he  had  adverted  in  his  place 
to  certiun  outrages  that  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  he  now  begged  to  be  allowed 
to  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Tippe- 
rary,  dated  the  13th  of  April,  upon  the 
same  painfiil  subject.  After  he  had  con- 
cluded it,  he  observed  that  ibe  information 
was  derived  from  all  classes — from  magis- 
trates as  well  as  labourers — and  that  all 
q>oke  the  same  language.  In  confirma- 
tion, be  vnshed  to  add  an  eztraet  from  a 
eommunioation  of  a  gentleman  who  had 
been  despatched  to  Ireland  by  the  Morning 
dtrvnicU  newspaper,  for  die  purpose  of 
coUectmg  and  transmitting  correct  intelli- 
gence. [The  hen.  Member  read  a  quota- 
tion from  the  tetter,  describing  the  people 
of  Ireland  as  bebg  in  a  famishing  condi- 
tion.] He  had  told  the  Qovemment  some 
time  ago  that  adequate  provision  had  not 
been  made,  and  the  House  would  do  him 
the  juatice  to  recollect  that  Ministers  had 
aud  in  reply  what  waa  equivalent  to  this 
language:  "You  need  not  ^ve  yourself 
any  trouble  to  urge  upon  us  the  subject ; 
we  are  fultjr  prepared  for  all  emergencies, 
U)d  cannot  be  taken  by  surprise."  He 
appealed  to  the  House  whether  Mimstra's 
had  not  been  taken  by  surprise.  If  the 
tight  hon.  Baronet  at  the  fa^  of  the  Qo- 
verament  saw  ao  deariy  in  Hovember  what 
had  since  occnrred,  was  tt  not  his  businesa 
to  hare  taken  precaations,  and  to  have 
made  such  urugements,  eitiier  local  or 


general,  aa  to  prevent  starvation!  Em- 
ployment shoola  have  been  given  on  the 
one  hand,  and  food  on  tiie  other.  He  did 
not  mean  to  detail  the  measures  by  which 
tliia  end  should  have  been  aocomplished, 
but  it  waa  his  firm  conTiction  that  tne  evil, 
now  only  commencing,  might  by  timely  ei- 
ertions  have  been  arrested  ;  much  useful 
labour  might  have  been  afforded,  profitable 
to  the  labourer  and  beneficial  to  the  State. 
He  had  charged  the  Government  with  hav- 
ing failed  in  the  perfonnanoe  of  their  duty, 
and  what  had  been  the  answer  ?  ' '  We  can 
do  nothing  but  by  co-operating  with  the 
landlords,  and  the  landlorda  have  not  done 
their  duty-''  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  landlords  of  Ireland  ought  not  to 
have  done  a  great  deal  more  than  th^y  had 
done;  hut  it  waa  only  fair  to  them  to  state 
that,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  at  least, 
there  was  hardly  a  parish  where  distresa 
prevailed  in  which  a  considantble  sabscrip- 
tion  had  not  been  rused.  At  this  moment, 
Govenuneot  was  doing  what  was  least  of 
all  desirable;  iheiy  were  fpving  eleemosy- 
nary rehef,  when  what  had  been  required 
of  them  was  employment-  The  right  hon. 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department  would 
do  him  (Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brien)  the  justice  to 
admit,  that  from  the  time  be  had  entered 
the  House,  and  b^ore  he  entered  it,  at 
public  meetings  in  Jrdand,  he  had  said 
that  the  present  was  a  case  which  ought 
to  be  met  by  a  special  rate.  The  Govem- 
ment,  therefore,  were  not  to  throw  upon 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  the  blame  of  not 
having  co-operated  with  thorn  in  tiiis  mea- 
sure. Then,  the  Qovemment  tnrped  round 
upon  the  Irish.  Members  and  taunted  them : 
"Yon,"  they  said,  "are  proveoting  an  in- 
flux of  food  into  Ireland,  because  we  can- 
not discuss  the  Oom  Bill  until  the  Coer 
cion  Bill  has  been  read  a  first  time."  He 
denied  the  imputation,  and  he  really  conld 
not  understand  bow  the  Government  could 
blame  anybody  but  themselves.  The  Irish 
Members  were  prepared  to  make  some 
sacrifices,  and  liiey  had  already  offered 
Government  their  ovm  days  for  the  discus- 
of  the  Com  Bill,  if  tikey  chose  to  pro- 
ceed with  it !  therefore,  whi^ver  dectuna- 
tory  attacks  might  be  made  upon  them,  or 
whitever  might  be  suggested  to  them  upon 
the  part  of  the  Libeials  of  England,  it 
could  not  be  sud  that  the  Irish  Members, 
upon  this  question,  bad  behaved  badly. 
The  Irish  Hembera,  indeed,  had  attended 
in  their  place  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
those  measDres  of  free  trade  which  the 
fingliah  Liberals  oenMderwl  »o  oasenliat  to 
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the  welfare  of  the  coanti7.  Thej  migtit, 
therefore,  have  reasonablj  expected  that 
the  English  Liberals  wonld  have  caaciuTed 
with  them  in  offering  hqcIi  resistance  to 
the  Coercion  £ill  as  would  render  it  im- 

rsibic  for  the  Minister  to  pass  it. 
thej  had  taken  that  courae,  waa 
it  to  he  supposed  that  the  QoTemment, 
with  its  112supportera,  wonld  hare  pressed 
B  Bill  so  obaoiions,  and  which  was  resisted 
by  erery  representative  from  Ireland  who 
had  yet  spoken  !  But  he  had  a  fine  sample 
of  English  feeling  in  the  newspapers.  For 
the  last  month  almost,  he  had  found  upon 
his  breakfast  table  every  day,  the  Morning 
Chronicle  and  the  Timet,  denouncing  the 
conrse  which  the  Irish  Members  were 
taking'.  But  he  and  hia  brother  Members 
from  Ireland  were  oidy  doing  their  duty  to 
their  country  by  taking  that  coarse,  and 
tbey  cared  not  what  might  be  said  against 
them  for  it ;  and  so  long  as  coercive  enact- 
ments were  carried  by  an  English  majority 
against  the  opinion  of  all  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, he  welcomed  vituperation.  But  it 
vas  not  alone  to  the  Irish  Members  that 
bl&mc  was  imputed.  The  noble  Lord  op- 
posite (Lord  G.  Bentinckj  and  his  Friends 
came   in  for  a  share  of  it.     They  were 

E resent  to  answer  for  themselves.  They 
ad  been  told  thej  were  preventing  the 
people  of  Ireland  from  obtaining  food.  He 
did  not  know  what  answer  ho  should  re- 
ceive from  the  noble  Lord  to  a  question 
that  be  intended  to  put  to  him,  but  as  far 
as  he  could  see,  the  coarse  of  the  protec- 
tionists up  to  the  present  moment  bad  been 
this — "  You  have  no  right,"  they  said  to 
the  Government,  "  to  couple  the  question 
of  Irish  famine  with  the  question  of  free 
trade  ;  and  if  yon  hod  come  down  to  this 
House  and  told  us  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  starving,  we  would  have  asseuted  to 
placing  a  greater  abundance  of  food  at  the 
disposition  of  the  Irish  Glovcmment."  He 
wonld  not  accuse  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  of  hypocrisy;  but  he  was  bound  to 
say  there  was  at  least  a  want  of  candour 
in  putting  forward  the  question  of  Irish 
Atmine  with  the  Com  Law  discussions. 
The  measure  of  Com  Law  repeal  was  e»- 
■entially  an  English  measore,  and  not  an 
Irish  measure.  It  was  a  measure  which, 
whatever  might  be  its  influence  upon  Ire- 
land, was  no  doubt  called  for  by  the  pub- 
lic opinion  of  England  ;  it  would  chiefly 
benefit  the  manufacturers  of  England,  and 
not  the  agricultural  population  of  Ireland. 
Ue  had  not  yet  spoken  upon  the  question 
ia  the  House ;  but  he  now  felt  bound  to 
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state  what  were  his  personal  opinions  npon 
it,  in  the  avowal  of  which  he  did  not  regard 
unpopularit  J.  He  was  now,  as  he  had  been 
in  1842,  an  advocate  for  a  filed  duty.  The 
noble  Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell)  whom  he  fol- 
lowed on  that  occasion  had  left  him  in  the 
rear.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Sir  R.  Peel)  had  shot  beyond  him.  But 
he  (Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brien),  at  least,  had  seen 
no  reason  to  change  his  views,  which,  he 
considered,  were  best  for  Ireland  and  for 
England  too.  As  regarded  the  interests 
of  England,  whilst  he  thought  the  present 
amount  of  protection  too  high,  a  fixed  duty 
on  the  importation  of  com  was  better  than 
free  trade  for  Ireland.  In  the  present  crisis 
of  Ireland  he  did  not  see  any  prospect  of 
the  prices  of  food  being  materially  lower; 
but  the  general  policy  on  this  subject  was 
a  different  question,  into  which  he  should 
not  now  enter  further.  "  What  is  to  be 
the  expedient  adopted  for  providing  food  at 
a  reasonable  price  for  the  starving  people 
of  Ireland?"  was  the  great  question  to 
which  every  man  of  whatever  party  ought 
now  to  attend.  Before  the  month  of  June 
importations  of  grtun  would  he  consmned. 
The  potatoes  would  be  gone.  The  sup- 
plies of  Indian  meal  were  now  utterly  in- 
adequate to  supply  the  deficiency  of  food, 
arising  from  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop. 
The  next  substitute  would  be  oats  ;  and  as 
to  oats  and  oatmeal,  it  was  right  to  ob- 
serve prices  had  been  rising  for  two  months, 
till,  at  this  moment,  they  were  upwards  of 
one-third  more  than  what  was  usually  con- 
sidered remunerative.  The  last  quotation 
of  oats  at  Limerick  was  It.  per  stone, 
whilst  8d.  was  nsualiy  considered  a  re- 
munerative price.  Now  the  introduction 
of  foreign  oats  free  of  dnty  was  a  measnre 
which  even  the  protectionists  might  safely 
concede,  for  it  would  not  produce  macn 
effect  except  as  tending  to  keep  down 
prices.  With  regard  to  wheat,  he  must 
say  it  had  not  risen  in  proportion  to  oats  ; 
but  then  wheat  had  not,  since  the  Union, 
been  the  food  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
Although  be  was  not  prepared  for  a  total 
and  immediate  repeal  of  the  Com  Lawa, 
yet,  looking  at  the  existing  necessities  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  he  considered  tho 
crisis  must  be  met  hy  admitting  oats  and 
wheat  free  of  duty  till  the  next  winter  ; 
and  he  begged  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
G.  Bentinck)  whether  he  and  his  fiiends 
wonld  consent  to  suspend  for  three  montiis 
the  operation  of  the  present  Com  Laws, 
so  as  to  admit  those  descriptions  of 
grain,  free  of  duty,  into  Ireland  ?         , 

.glc 
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Lord  G.  BENTINCK  Bud  :  Sir,  I  wJU 
first  offer  to  the  hon.  Member  mj  thuiks 
for  his  conrtesj  in  giving  me  ample  notice 
of  the  qneation  he  has  addressed  to  me.  I 
concur  entordy  with  him,  that  under  ordi- 
nary circumetancefl  it  would  net  be  fair  to 
ask  an  independent  and  insulated  Member 
what  his  intentions  were,  as  to  any  mea- 
sure to  he  introduced  into  the  House.  But 
I  do  admit.  Sir,  that  under  the  particular 
eircnmstances  in  which  we  are  placed — 
when  we  have  a  Ministry  endeaTouring  to 

favem  the  country,  while  no  more  than 
12  hon.  Hembera  place  confidence  in 
them — and  while  those  with  whom  I  hare 
the  honour  to  act  and  agree,  number  240, 
constituting,  together  with  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, a  clear  majority  of  the  House — under 
auch  eztraordioary  circomstanoes,  the  hon. 
Member  was  entiUed  to  put  to  me  the  ques- 
tion he  has  asked,  and  to  which  I  ehsJl  be 
glad  to  give  a  frank  and  honest  answer. 
Sir,  the  question  put  to  me  is,  whethermy 
hon.  Friends  around  me  would  support  Mi- 
nisters, were  they  to  introduce  a  measure — 
not  for  the  abrogation  and  abolition — hut 
simply  for  the  suspension  of  the  Com  Laws 
as  respects  Ireland — for  three  months  ? 
Sir,  I  may  be  permitted  to  enter  perhaps 
at  some  length  into  the  subject,  in  anawer- 
ing  this  queetion.     The  hon.  Member  has 

Sie  into  a  long  catalogue  of  calamities, 
tressing  to  Usten  to,  now  prevailing  in 
Ireland.  It  must  have  been  painful  to 
every  Gentleman  in  the  House  to  hear  such 
an  enumeration  of  miseries  existing  in  Ire- 
land. But  I  think  it  is  yet  more  painful 
to  the  House  to  reflect  that  the  present  is 
DO  insulated  or  isolated  case  of  such  cala- 
jmty,  but  that  a  similar  stoty  of  woe  might, 
year  after  year,  with  too  sad  truth  be  told. 
&iT,  we  have  learnt  from  the  Report  of 
Garl  Devon,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  the 
bon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork,  that, 
taking  one  year  with  another,  there  are 
2,300,000  destitute  poor  in  Ireland.  And 
Ihere  ia  nothing  tn  the  long  statement  we 
liave  heard,  to  lead  me  to  suppose  the  dis- 
trese  now  ezisUng  in  Ireland  exceeds  mnch 
the  distress  that  occurs  in  all  times  at  tliis 
reason  of  the  year.  Sir,  I  can  assure  the 
lion.  Gentleman  that  he  is  not  more  anxi- 
•oua  to  supply  relief  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
.and  assuage  their  miseries,  than  the  Gen- 
tlemen who  sit  around  me.  But  in  our  be- 
lief the  measure  alluded  to  by  him  would 
Aot  afford  any  relief  to  the  present  dis- 
tresses of  the  people  of  Ireland.  I  shall 
Jitate  to  the  House  the  reaaons  which 
duce  those  around  me  to  be  of  opinion  that 
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no  moasnre  for  the  ahoUtion  of  the  Com 
Laws — no  measure  for  the  suspension  of 
the  Corn  Laws — would  afford  the  slightest 
relief  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  But,  Sir, 
any  measure  proposed  to  the  House  by  a 
Gentleman  who  so  justly  stands  so  lugh  in 
the  confidence  of  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try as  the  hon.  Member  does — any  measure 
proposed  by  him  for  their  relief,  is  wortJiy 
of  the  most  favourable  consideration  in 
every  Member  of  the  House.  And,  there- 
fore, Sir,  though  for  reasons  I  shall  here- 
after state,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Com  Laws  would  afford  any 
relief  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  I  believe  I 
ipeak  the  opinions  of  the  great  majority  c£ 
ny  friends  around  me,  when  I  say,  that  if 
proposed  by  the  Irish  Members,  or  by  the 
Govenunent  at  their  instance,  such  a  tnea- 
sure  will  have  our  cordial  support.  We 
behevo  that  it  is  not  the  want  of  food  which 
creates  the  present  distress  in  Ireland,  but 
the  want  of  money  with  which  to  purchase 
food,  as  regards  the  lower  classes  of  so- 
ciety, in  a  partial  sense,  though  not  gene- 
rally, through  the  country :  and  we  think 
that  a  local  remedy  to  the  local  evil  should 
be  applied.  Money  must  be  afforded,  or 
the  employment  which  may  be  the  means 
of  obtaining  money,  in  order  to  enable  the 
people  to  purchase  food.  Snch,  Sir,  are 
the  measures  which  we  think  the  Govem- 
ment  should  have  introduced.  But  if,  Sir, 
through  the  ciy  that  has  been  rused 
by  the  Ministry,  a  feeling  has  been  created 
in  Ireland  that  the  protectionist  party,  or 
the  opponents  of  the  Coercion  Bill,  are 
standing  between  the  starving  people  of 
Ireland  and  their  food — Sir,  we  are  willing 
to  remove  that  delusion'  by  passing,  in- 
stantly, a  measure  which  for  the  period 
present  shall  open  the  ports  of  Ire- 
land. But  in  so  dmwg,  we  earnestly 
and  solemnly  protest  against  the  assump- 
tion that  we  believe  such  a  measure  will 
afford  any  rehef  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 
The  Government  may  delude  the  people  of 
Ireland,  most  cruelly  have  the  Government 
deluded  them,  by  assuring  them  that  a  re- 
peal of  the  Com  Laws  would  relieve  their 
distress;  hut.  Sir,  we  think  no  such  thing, 
and  we  wiU  hold  out  no  auch  false  hopes; 
we  will  practise  no  such  wicked  delusion 
upon  the  people  of  Ireland.  Sir,  what  is 
the  state  of  things  at  present  as  to  the 
prices  of  grain  in  that  country  %  Into 
the  ports  of  London  and  Glasgow  alone, 
within  the  three  months  subsequent  to 
the  1st  of  January,  260,000  quarters 
of   oats  have   been  imported  from  Ire- 
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land.  The  hfiiL  Gentleman  has  referred 
to  Limerick.  Well,  from  Limerick  alone 
tliere  were  exported  34,000  qoartere  to 
the  Loudon  market.  How  is  it  possible, 
b;  iOBpending  the  Com  Laws  in  Ireland, 
to  supply  oats  for  the  people  when  the 
price  of  oats  io  the  Londoo  market,  ciclu- 
sive  of  dutj,  is  m)w,  according  to  the 
quaUty,  Is.  or  9d.  a  quarter  higher  than 
in  Cork,  which  I  heUeve  is  the  highest 
market  in  Ireland.  I  find,  upon  perusal 
of  a  Cork  cum  circular,  that  the  average 
price  of  Irish  white  oata  last  week,  was 
23<.  6d.  a  quarter;  and  the  average  price 
of  the  corresponding  kind  of  foreign  oats 
was  24f.  6(J.  a  quarter,  exclusiTe  of  duty, 
ib  Mark-lane.  On  the  ISth  iastant  the 
krerage  price  of  Iri«h  oats  was  21j.  9^. 
per  quarter;  and  the  BTcrage  price  of 
foreign  oats,  in  Mark-lane,  excliuiTe  of 
duty,  was  22».  6d.  per  qnarter.  So  that 
prices  are  \s.  per  quarter,  and  9<I.  a  quar- 
ter tower  in  Ireland  than  in  this  country. 
VnleBs,  therefore,  foreigners  are  prepared 
to  make  a  sacrifice  to  the  Irish  people  of 
that  difference,  how  is  it  pouible — even  if 
grain  could  be  conveyed  by  magio  from 
Mark-lane  to  Ireland — how  ia  it  possible 
that,  by  the  repeal  or  snapension  of  the 
Com  LawB,  a.  single  grain  of  oats  should 
find  its  way  to  the  Irish  market  ?  So  as 
to  wheat,  the  average  price  of  wheat  in 
Cork  was  last  week  49«.  6i.  per  quarter; 
while  foreign  wheat  in  bond,  Mclnsire  of 
duty,  averaged  54(.,  leaving  a  difference 
of  it.  6d.  per  quarter.  I  hehere  there  is 
no  part  of  Ireland  in  which  distreHs  exists 
to  a  greater  extent  than  in  the  county  of 
Cork.  Now  1  will  give  the  House  a  com~ 
parative  statement  of  the  produce  in  grain 
which  came  into  the  market  of  Cork  in 
this  and  in  former  years.  I  find  that  the 
aggregate  amonnt  of  grain  which  came  in 
Hie  year  1S44,  amounted  to  344,947 
barrels;  in  the  year  1845  it  amounted  to 
337,654  barrels;  but  in  the  present  year, 
1846,  this  year  of  scarcity,  it  rose  to 
386,839  barrels.  If  then  the  people  of 
Cork  are  starving,  they  are  not  starving 
for  the  want  of  food,  but  for  the  want  c^ 
money  to  purchase  food,  and  the  want  of 
employment.  If  there  are  riots  in  Ireland 
is  it  surprising  t  When  the  people  of  that 
country  see  23,000  carts  loaded  with  meal, 
and  100  tons  of  flour  going  out  of  the 
country,  is  it  to  he  wondered  at  that  they 
rise  in  arms  and  try  to  prevent  the  food 
going  oat  of  their  country,  learing  famine 
and  starvation  amongst  them  ?  Sir,  if  the 
^vtb  were  Juwwii— ud  I  Iuts  it  Mated 


here  upon  the  authority  of  a  noblemiui  of 
the  county  of  Cork,  the  Eari  of  Shannon, 
who  says  that  ha  beheres  that  diougk 
there  may  be  great  scarcity  in  many 
places,  yet  around  him  the  scarcitj  does 
not  exist — much  of  the  distress  arises,  not 
altogether  from  the  want  of  potatoes,  bat 
because  people  are  holding  back  their  po- 
tatoes, and  refusing  to  sell  them.  Minis- 
tors,  to  serve  their  own  purposes,  have 
told  them,  from  November  and  December 
down  to  the  present  time,  that  a  grievona 
famine  exists.  When  they  told  this  coun- 
try that  a  potato  famine  existed  in  Eng- 
land, I  can  answer  for  many  counties  in 
which  the  price  of  potatoes  from  7».  6d.  ft 
sack  fell  to  5«.  a  sack.  They  were  1*.  4d. 
a  peck  last  year,  and  are  1«.  6d.  at  the 
present  time.  I  lately  heard  a  statement 
that  a  farmer  had  refused  to  sell  200  sacks 
at  7*.  a  sock  in  the  month  of  Decemher, 
believing  in  the  statements  of  famine,  and 
that  now  he  is  unable  to  get  2f.  M.  per 
sack.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  ft 
gentleman  in  Huntingdonshire,  who  tells 
me  that  ten  days  ago  the  annual  ancUon 
of  potatoes  took  place  in  Caldecott,  in 
BediFordshire,  when,  instead  of  the  famine 
price,  they  sold  at  21.  10*.  a  ton,  with  uz 
months'  credit,  while  they  were  St.  10>. 

Sr  ton,  and  six  months'  credit,  last  year, 
9  states  that  he  can  have  any  quantity 
of  potatoes  at  It.  id.  per  bushel.  I  was 
.  once  a  grower  of  potatoes  myself  in  the 
county  of  Sussex.  In  November  last, 
having  potatoes  to  sell,  I  was  told  that 
theywerefetching7i.6(i.  a  sack  in  Chiches- 
ter market.  I  was  told  I  might  he  quite 
sure  of  getting  lOi.  a  sack;  but  in  the 
month  of  April  the  price  of  potatoes  has 
fallen  to  6«.,  which  is  cheaper  than  thej 
were  in  December.  The  present  C17  is  a 
false  alarm,  got  up  by  the  Ministers;  and 
the  people  of  Ireland,  as  is  stated  by  the 
Barl  of  Shannon,  a  Whig  nobleman,  are 
suffering  from  the  consequences.  I  recol- 
lect a  statement  in  a  Cork  newspaper  the 
other  day,  of  one  or  two  old  women  who 
did  not  mean  to  sell  their  potatoes  till  they 
could  get  a  futhing  a-piece  for  them.  I 
heUeve  that  the  scarcity  of  potatoes  is 
greatly  exaggerated.  That  there  is  a  high 
price  of  potatoes,  and  that  many  people  are 
not  enabled  to  purchase  them,  arises  in  a 
great  measure  from  people's  holding  hack 
their  potatoes.  But  as  I  said  before,  if  it 
will  allay  any  feelings  that  now  exist  in 
the  breast  of  the  Irish  people,  though  we 
do  not  believe  it  will  do  any  good,  yet  we 
ire  willing  t«  aupport  their  prapoMtl,    Far 
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from  thinkiDg  that  the  abolition  of  the 
Com  Laws  will  benefit  Ireland,  it  is  my 
firm  and  conscientious  belief  that  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Com  Lairs  irill  be  the  destrac- 
tion  of  Ireland.  I  concur  in  eyery  word 
that  fell  on  that  subject  from  the  hon. 
Uember  for  Limerick ;  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  I  must  concur  in  other  etatements 
announced  by  hjm  in  Conciliation  Hall.  I 
believe  that  it  will  not  benefit,  hut  that  it 
will  injure,  the  labourers  of  Ireland,  I  do  be- 
liere,  with  the  hon.  Member,  that  there  will 
be  a  reaction  arising  out  of  the  distress 
that  will  be  created  if  a  repeal  of  the  Com 
Laws  should  be  carried,  which  will  very 
much  help  on  the  Repeal  of  the  Union. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  a  high  authority 
himself.  I  will  read  a  letter  to  the  House 
which  is  from  another  high  authority;  it  is 
addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes,  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest  of  considerable  dis- 
tinction in  the  county  of  Hayo,  and  a  gen- 
tleman of  high  character  and  independent 
principles,  to  Mr.  Moore,  on  the  era  of  the 
late  election.  I  think  there  is  much  to 
leam  from  the  statements  therein  expressed, 
I  must  state  that  Mr.  Hughes  is  a  friend 
of  Mr.  Moore,  and  looks  up  with  feelings 
of  great  respect  and  regard  to  Mr.  Moore; 
but  at  the  same  time,  he  is  not  the  taian  to 
sacrifice  his  principles  to  any  other  feelings. 
On  the  6th  of  February  Mr.  Hughes  ad- 
dressed his  letter  to  Mr.  Moore.  He  says — 
"  The  Etepoal  qucttioo  iball  b«  the  qualiflcation 
test  for  the  roprosentation  of  this  oounty.  Mj 
feelings  on  thii  lubject,  and  thoee  of  all  th«  Ca- 
tholic clergj  of  this  oonnCry,  are  in  full  coincidence 
with  thoie  of  Mr.  O'ConneU.  My  writing  to  jou 
onlj  on  this  matler  demooatnttea  the  preference 
which  I  feci  diaposcd  to  give  jou  ofnij  own  vote, 
and  whatever  little  influence  1  maj  posseas,  if  I 
can  do  so  with  cenaistency.'* 

Mr.  Hughes  goes  on  to  state,  that  he  ex- 
pects Parliament  to  continue  for  another 
year,  and  that  if  so,  there  con  be  no  doubt 
but  that  that  county  wilt  be  in  a  better 
position  to  return  a  Repeal  Member.  He 
then  aaya — 

"  I  hsTs  altrsya  oonaidercd.  and  every  p&saing 
day  Mtiifiea  me  more,  that  do  two  queetiona  can 
be  more  identified  than  tho  repeal  of  the  prcaent 
l^iaUtive  Union,  and  the  miure  proaperity  of 
our  country.  The  commeroial  views  of  Sir  B. 
I'eel  will,  I  un  aatisfled,  in  a  very  abort  time 
become  the  law  of  thia  country ;  if  so,  they  muet 
have  the  happiest  reaulCi  for  a  Re^al  of  the 
Union,  aa  they  cannot  fail  to  nuke  Repeolen  of 
tin  Undad  ariMocney  of  Ireland.  There  is  not  a 
gentleman  that  1  have  convened  with  on  thia 
Bubjcct  that  don't  coincide  with  this  view.  The 
legiglativD  cnsctments  of  Sir  Rohert  Peel  will 
drive  out  of  the  Engliah  markot  the  agricultural 
prodnm  of  Ireland.    Inland  will  tlwD  bare  to 


establish  a  home  maiket,  whieb  oan  be  soooesifmif 
accomplished  only  by  the  astaUiabment  of  Irish 
Quumucturea,  and  an  Irish  Farlianeat  to  protect 

and  Ibater  them." 

It  is  now  no  mystery  why  Irish  Members 
are  found  to  support  a  repeal  of  tho  Com 
Laws.  I  know  not  whether  Sir  R.  Peel  u 
not  secretly  advocating  their  cause.  What 
is  the  course  adopted  by  the  right  hon. 
Qentloman?  He  has  turned  round  upon 
all  his  past  opinions;  and  I  see  consequences 
arising  from  his  vacillation  which  must 
ultimately  terminate  in  the  dismemberment 
of  the  Bmpire,  and  which  will  be  much 
facilitated  by  his  measures.  I  can  well 
conceive  that  the  distress  which  will  be 
bronght  upon  Ireland,  may  drive  the  Irish 
people  to  frenzy.  Why,  we  have  been  told 
by  the  latest  convert— the  last  noble  con- 
vert to  the  ranks  of  those  who  wish  to 
repeal  the  Com  Laws — we  have  been  tobl 
by  the  Earl  of  Essex  that  there  is  one 
class  of  farmers  who  must  suffer  by  a 
repeal  of  these  Com  Laws — a  class  of 
farmers,  who,  iti  the  estimation  of  the 
noble  Earl,  ought  never  to  have  been 
faimen — brmers  who  are  not  possessed  of 
capital.  Those  are  the  formen  with  no 
capital  but  honesty  and  industry,  who  were 
once  described  as  the  strength  and  pride 
of  the  country.  But,  Sir,  if  all  formers 
without  capital  are  to  be  sacrificed — if  the 
round  frocks  of  England  are  to  be  sacri- 
ficed— what  will  happen  to  the  frieie  coata 
of  Ireland  ?  There  are  558,000  farmers 
in  Ireland  holding  farms  under  fifteen  acres 
of  land.  I  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  oppoute, 
how  much  capital  are  these  &rm««  m  Ire- 
land possessed  of  y  I  ask  tbcm  what  ca- 
pital they  have  but  their  own  hard  homy 
hands  and  arms  with  which  they  cultivate 
the  land— 558,000  Irish  farmers  ?  Then. 
if  the  Garl  of  Essex  is  right,  this  large 
number  must  be  sacrificed.  If  we  esti* 
mate,  as  I  heliere  we  may  estimate,  not 
five  persons,  but  six  persona  to  a  family  in 
Ireland — for  it  ia  to  the  honour  and  credit 
of  the  Irish  peasantry  and  Irish  people, 
that,  instead  of  maintaining  themselves  and 
children  only,  the  practice  and  custom, 
the  honoured  custom,  of  the  peasantry  and 
lower  classes  in  Ireland,  is  to  support  their 
aged  and  infirm  fathers  and  mothers— we 
reckon,  then,  not  five  persons,  but  six  per- 
sons to  each  family,  you  wiQ  have  at  once 
three  millions  and  a  half  of  people  in  Ire- 
land, who  are  to  be  deprived  of  subsistence 
by  the  measures  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
If  you  are  to  odd  this  number  of  people  to 
thiMe  already  deatitme,  some  othec  maap 
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snrcB  will  bo  required  to  providu  for  bo 
much  misery  as  must  ensue.  I,  for  one, 
can  see  no  remedy  for  the  evil,  but  in  a 
Poor  Law  of  a  different  construction  from 
that  which  now  exists.  1  can  Bee  no  sal- 
Tation  aod  no  peace  for  Ireland,  until  a 
liberal  and  generous  Poor  Law,  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  English  Poor  Law, 
shall  be  carried  out  upon  the  principle, 
that  no  person  in  Ireland,  more  than  those 
in  England,  shall  starre.  We  were  told 
the  other  night  by  the  hon.  and  learnod 
Member  for  Cork,  that  out  of  the  256,0002. 
levied  as  poor  rates  in  Ireland,  the  sum  of 
9O.O0OI.  docs  not  go  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor  at  all,  but  is  paid  as  interest  for  the 
money  laid  out  on  workhouses,  and  to  sup- 
port the  staff  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners. Deducting  that  sum  from  the 
former  there  only  remains  166,0001.  a  year 
to  provide  for  the  sustenance  of  2,300,000 
of  the  destitute  poor  of  Ireland.  That 
amounts  to  something  like  one  farthing 
and  one-third  of  a  farthing  per  head  per 
week,  I  understood  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  say  that  there  are  37,000 
persons  in  the  workhouses.  166,0001.  will 
give  these  persona  something  more  than 
If.  per  head  per  week.  And  there  wiU 
then  be  left  2,263,000  destitute  persons  in 
Ireland.  In  such  a  state  of  things  con  you 
wonder  that  riots  and  agrarian  outrages 
take  place  ?  That  must  be  the  case  when 
the  people  are  starving.  I  say  there  is 
but  one  remedy,  and  that  is  to  make  a 
sufficient  provision  for  the  poor  of  Ireland. 
Is  it  to  he  endured  that  10,000,000;.  ster- 
ling in  food  should  come  from  Ireland,  and 
that  no  mora  than  256,000f.  shonld  bo 
given  to  the  poor  of  that  country  ?  I  am 
aware  that  a  Poor  Law  cannot  be  carried 
without  much  consideration,  and  that  It 
cannot  pass  in  a  week,  or  perhaps  in  three 
months.  But  then  some  immediate  provi- 
sion must  be  made  for  these  evils.  I  re- 
collect that  in  the-  year  1833,  the  House 
almost  unanimously  supported  a  proposi- 
tion for  granting  1,000,0001.  to  the  desti- 
tute Protestant  clergy  of  Ireland,  whose 
arrears  of  tithes  could  not  be  obtained  for 
the  years  1831  and  1832.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, it  was  an  advance  to  the  tithe- 
owners,  but  it  afterwards  became  a  gift. 
If  we  could,  in  the  year  1833,  make  a  gift 
of  1,000,0001.  Bterling  to  the  titbeownerB 
of  Ireland,  cannot  we  now,  if  the  people 
are  starving,  break  through  the  rigid  rules 
of  political  economy,  and  endeavour  to  sup- 

£ly  the  immediate  wants  of  the  people  ? 
■et  us  supply  the  wants  of  the  Ixiah  people 


for  the  time  being  from  the  funda  of  tltis 
country,  and  then  let  us  serioualy  endea- 
vour to  moke  a  permanent  provision  fw 
them.  These  are  the  opinions  of  my 
Friends  who  sit  around  me ;  and  if  the 
Members  for  Ireland  will  introduce  such 
measures  as  these,  they  will  have  our  c<h*- 
dial  and  generous  support.  These  are  not  ■ 
new  opinions.  They  are  the  opinions  of  on 
eminent  statesman,  who  poBseBsed  the  full 
confidence  of  this  House.  Mr.  Huskisaon 
said,  that  in  a  Poor  Law  for  Ireland  would 
be  found  the  introduction  of  a  feeling  of 
security  which  would  invite  and  retain  the 
em[doyment  of  English  capital  in  that 
count^.  It  was  that  feeling  of  secaritj 
which  had  occasioned  the  greatness  and 
wealth  of  this  country,  and  which  alone 
would  produce  similar  results  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  Huakisson  went  on  to  say.  that  unless 
such  a  measure  were  quickly  brought  for- 
ward, all  the  hopes  which  he  entertained  of 
the  benefit  to  Ireland  which  could  be  de- 
rived  from  the  passing  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation  Bill  would  be  dissi- 
pated. I  look  to  that  period  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction.  In  my  humble  office 
of  private  secretary  to  Mr.  Canning,  nearly 
25  years  ago,  I  had  the  satis&ction  of  poa- 
sessing  the  confidence  of  that  iUoatrious 
statesman.  I  have  often  heard  Mr.  Can- 
ning say,  that  it  was  to  the  Poor  I.aws  of 
this  country  that  England  owed  her  suc- 
cess in  her  struggles  with  Europe  and 
America — that  the  Poor  Laws  had  enabled 
the  people  of  England  to  meet  the  burdens 
of  die  war — and  that  the  Poor  Laws  hod 
saved  the  country  from  revolution.  These 
are  subBtonliolly  the  measures  to  which  my 
hon.  Friends  around  me  look  for  the  aalva- 
tion  of  Ireland — for  quieting  disturboncea 
and  promoting  peace  in  that  country.  And 
whilst  we  consent,  in  deference  to  the  fee- 
ing which  has  been  expressed  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  stands  so  high  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  of  Ireland— whilst  we 
cordislly  defer  to  him,  and  to  the  feelings 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  by  consenting  to 
support  a  suspension  of  the  Com  Law  with 
respect  to  that  country,  we  wish  emphati- 
cally to  guard  ourselves  from  being  sup- 
posed  to  think  that  either  in  the  suspeuKon 
of  the  Com  Laws,  or  in  their  abolition, 
any  relief  whatever  can  be  afibrded  to  the 
misery  of  one  single  individual  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  V.  SMITH  would  not  enter  into 
the  details  which  had  been  gone  into  on 
the  present  occasion,  astutely  enough,  by 
the  Don.  Member  for  Limerick,  for  the 
purpose,  no  doubt,  of  procrutinating  the 
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Stale  of 
I  of  ttie  eTeoing.  The  hon.  Qen- 
tlflman  had  introdaoed  the  question  of  the 
BetumB  that  had  been  prOBented  with  re- 
ference to  the  dietrees  in  Ireland,  but  he 
miut  eay  that  he  had  not  adverted  to  the 
only  painM  part  of  that  Setom.  That 
doonment  did  undoubtedly  exhibit  a  defici- 
eDoj  of  exertion  on  the  put  of  persona 
holding  property  in  Ireland  ;  and  tnat,  in 
epite  of  all  the  exertions  shown  by  the  Go- 
vernment, they  had  not  been  met  by  cor- 
responding  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.  This  wu  a  question  that 
gravely  affected  the  people  of  this  country 
M  well  as  Ireland.  They  were  submitting 
without  a  murmur  to  the  payment  of  sums 
of  monej  in  Ireland ;  but  it  was  incumbeut 
on  the  OoTemment  to  show,  and  on  Parlia- 
ment to  ask,  what  had  been  done  by  the  land- 
lords of  Irelandin  these  circumstances?  A 
statement  presented  the  other  day  showed 
not  only  an  apporaot  absence  of  exertion, 
but  apfdications  of  the  most  extraordinary 
nature  he  had  ever  heard  of.  One  of  the»e 
was  actually  from  a  noble  Earl,  whose 
name  he  need  not  hesitate  to  mention,  the 
Earl  of  Kingston— who  made  apphcation 
for  a  grant  of  5001.  to  make  a  pond  in  his 
own  domain  ;  and  this  without  any  state- 
ment that  he  meant  to  contribute  a  similar 
sum.  Now,  the  Return  was  deficient  in 
this  respect,  that  it  did  not  state  what  an- 
swers had  b«en  made  by  the  Scarcity  Com- 
missioners to  such  appUcations  as  these. 
Sut  he  would  not  for  a  moment  suppose 
that  such  an  application  as  the  one  he  had 
instanced  had  been  acceded  to  by  the  Com- 
missioners. He  was  disposed,  howerer,  to 
uk  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  would 
Bubmit  a  Return,  showing  the  amount  of 
contiibntiona,  by  persons  baTing  property 
in  Ireland,  to  r^eve  the  distress  in  th^ 
neighbourhood;  or  whether  he  oould  state 
on  what  grounds,  and  in  what  proportion, 
Goremmeut,  in  cases  where  they  had  given 
contributions  for  that  distress  had  received 
contributions  &om  proprietors  in  those  lo- 
calities ?  This  was  due  to  the  people  of 
England,  and  to  those  individuals  who  had 
paid  money  out  of  thnr  own  purses  to  re- 
lieve the  want*  of  the  Irish  people.  It 
oug^t  to  be  known  who  were  the  proprie- 
ty*, absent  or  resident,  who  declined  in 
the  present  emergency  to  subscribe  towitfds 
the  relief  of  Ireland. 

Sm  J.  GRAHAM,  in  answer  to  the 
question  put  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  said 
it  was  the  invariable  rule  laid  down  in  every 
Act  of  Parliament,  where  money  was  given 
lor  public  works,  that  one  moiety  was  only 
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advanced  by  the  public,  and  that  the  other 
moiety  was  secured  in  a  sufficient  manner 
upon  the  whole  property  of  the  country. 
No  advance  had,  in  the  present  instance, 
been  made  except  on  that  ground ;  and 
on  any  occasion  where  in  particular  locali- 
ties money  had  been  granted  to  improve 
the  property  of  individuals,  they  also  had 
been  ctdled  on  to  contribute  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  omotmt.  It  was  understood 
that  advances  in  the  shape  of  public  works 
were  preferred,  and  this  accordingly  was 
<Aie,  general  rule  adhered  to.  But  in  refer- 
ence to  districts  situated  near  large  towns, 
it  was  not  possible  to  pursue  this  course. 
lu  those  suburban  vicinities  private  sub- 
scriptions had  been  carried  out ;  and  though 
he  saw  great  objections,  under  any  circum- 
stances, even  of  extreme  depression,  to  the 
State  giving  public  alms,  yet,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  these  particular  localities, 
and  looking  at  the  urgency  of  the  case,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  had  been  autho- 
rized by  Govenunent  to  grant  a  sum  equal  to 
the  amount  of  local  subscription  so  required. 
With  regard  to  the  application  of  the  noble 
Earl  (the  Earl  of  Kingston],  he  was  ena- 
bled to  state  with  confidence  that  the  ap- 
plication had  not  been  entertained.  When 
the  British  Parliament  was  called  on  to 
make  good  the  advances,  the  fullest  Re- 
turns should  be  laid  before  the  public. 

Mb.  E.  B.  ROCHE  said,  he  had  never 
listened  to  a  speech  in  that  House  which 
gave  him  greater  gratification  and  pleasure 
than  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite. 
Were  it  only  for  one  principle  laid  down  in 
that  speech,  namely,  that  on  Irish  subjects 
the  voice  of  tlie  Irish  people,  expressed 
through  their  representatives,  ought  to  be 
potential,  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord 
afford  him  the  highest  gratification.  The 
noble  Lord's  weight  in  that  House  as  a 
stateman,  could  not  fail  to  cause  such  a 
principle  to  be  hailed  by  the  Irish  people 
with  the  greatest  hope  and  satis&ctiou. 
For  his  part,  he  (Mr.  E.  B.  Roche)  never 
felt  greater  hope  for  the  prosperity  and 
peace  of  Ireland,  than  he  did  on  that  oc- 
casion. For  that  principle,  so  boldly  and 
clearly  laid  down  by  the  noble  Lord,  he 
(Mr.  Roche]  thanked  him  most  sincerely ; 
standing,  as  the  noble  Lord  did,  at  the 
head  of  a  party  whose  confidence  he  pos- 
sessed, and  so  justiy.  As  an  Irishman,  he 
thanked  him  for  the  desire  which  he  had 
expresHed  to  relieve  the  people  of  Ireland 
from  the  abject  misery  which  they  were 
suffering ;  oud  now,  if  the  people  were 
treated  with  neglect  or  worse  by  the  pre- 
2K 
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Morning  Btrdld.']  It  wm  not  bj  the 
Herald  that  epithet  wu  applied ;  it  ns 
bj  die  Timet.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  boaated  of 
the  g^eat  advantages  which  his  fre«-tradfl 
meaaures  would  produce  to  Ireland  ;  hat  if 
he  were  so  sanguine  ae  to  its  effecta,  whj 
did  he  not  proceed  with  it  at  once?  Why 
did  he  dovetail  tiie  measure  for  free  trade 
with  a  meaeare  for  coercion  in  Ireland! 
Why  did  he  put  the  Irish  people  in  thia 
dilemma:  if  jou  remain  free  trou  moat 
starve  i  if  jrou  get  food  it  will  be  accom- 
panied with  the  hrand  of  slaver;  %  When 
on  former  occasions  the  Qoveniment  waa 
asked  what  had  been  done,  or  what  tfaej 
were  doing  lor  the  people  of  Ireland,  they 
answered  that  they  were  taking  every  ne- 
cesBorj  step,  and  that  their  measures  would 
be  seen  in  time ;  indeed,  that  statemeni 
took  him  in  on  the  first  night  of  the  Sea- 
Mon,  and  he  cheered  the  right  hon.  Baronet) 
but  as  yet  he  had  seen  nothing  done.  Irish 
Members  were  in  constant  communication 
with  their  constituents  ;  and  if  any  of  the 
mysterious  manipulations  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  produced  a  good  effect,  tfaey 
muBl  have  heard  of  it.  He  was  not  aware 
that  the  least  good  had  been  done  for  the 
people  of  Ireland  by  the  Oovemment  in 
this  emergency.  He  had  occasion  recently 
to  make  an  appUcation  to  the  Board  of 
Works  for  assistance  in  making  a  particnlar 
line  of  road  in  his  neighbourhood ;  which 

E reject  was  highly  approved  of  by  the 
indlords  in  the  neighbourhood,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  calculated  to  he  a  vEfT 
desirable  public  work,  whilst  its  conetme- 
tion  would  afford  immediate  employment 
to  the  people.     The  application  was  made 


sent  Adminiitratjont  they  were  afibrded 
some  hopes  from  the  protimate.  It  was 
painful  and  humihating  in  the  greatest 
degree  to  an  Irishman  to  come  down  to 
that  House  evening  after  evening,  and  to 
be  obliged  to  make  statements,  often  not 
to  the  most  willing  audience,  of  the  details 
of  the  misery  and  suffering  which  his  fellow 
countrymen  endured ;  nevertheless,  if  it 
were  only  to  justify  themsclvea  in  any 
course  which  thej  might  hereafter  be  com- 
pelled to  adopt,  they  would  not  hesitate) 
at  a  sacrifice  of  self-esteem  and  self-respect, 
to  proclaim  the  misery  which  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  suffering.  He  had  in  his 
possession  a  letter  from  a  Roman  Catholic 
clergyman  in  his  neighbourhood,  which 
gave  a  most  shocking  account  of  the  desti- 
tution to  which  the  people  were  reduced  \ 
being  obliged  to  eat  water-cresses  for  food 
in  some  instances,  and  turnips  being  con- 
sidered a  luiury.  The  parish  to  which  he 
referred  was  the  parish  of  Aghadah,  barony 
of  Imokilty.  The  letter  also  stated  that 
potatoes  in  that  parish  were  lIiJ.  per  stone, 
and  that  it  was  hard  to  procure  tiiem  even 
at  that  price.  Now,  when  ho  saw  his 
neighbours,  who  had  always  behaved  them- 
selves peaceably  and  with  tranquillity,  starv- 
ing and  treated  with  less  care  for  their 
wants  than  the  beasts  of  the  field,  was  he 
not  to  represent  that  to  the  House  t  or 
was  he  to  be  told,  when  he  appealed  to  the 
House  of  Commons  and  the  Government 
for  relief  for  them,  was  he  to  be  told  he 
was  coming  between  die  people  of  England 
and  free  trade  ?  What  cared  he  for  the 
Anti-Com-Law  Le^;ue  or  free  trade  as  an 
objection  to  those  representations  f  If  he 
went  to  the  Anti-Com-Law  League,  he 
would  be  met  with  some  cold  principle  of 

toliticol  economy,  true  enough,  perhaps, 
ut  of  no  use  in  meetmg  the  necessities  of 
Ireland.  But  when  he  appealed  to  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  G.  Bentinck), 
he  agreed  to  give  relief  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  even  against  his  principles:  he 
said  he  would  give  them  food  and  money 
too,  if  necessary.  He  (Mr.  Roche]  was 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  people 
of  Ireland ;  and  because  he  and  hie  brother 
Irish  Memben  attempted  to  obtain  relief 
for  that  destttntion,  every  scribe  of  this 
country  who  wished,  every  party  whipster 
who  wrote  for  the  preas  in  this  country, 
applied  epithets  to  them  that  must  recoil 
on  those  who  used  them.  It  was  a  com- 
mon thing  with  the  press  to  apply  to  the 
Irish  Members  the  epithet  "  impracticable 
malijrnanta."     [An  hon.  Mxmbbb:   The 


about  six  weeks  ago;  and  the  Board  of 
Works,  in  answer  tothe  appUcation,  atated 
that  ihey  would  send  down  an  engineer  to 
inspect  the  pntjected  line  ;  that  gentleman 
did  survey  the  line,  and  he  believed  reported 
favourably  of  it.  He  was  not  in  a  po«dtion 
to  say  how  that  gentleman  reported ;  but 
he  had  reason  to  beheve  that  he  reported 
in  favour  of  thp  work.  Just  at  that  mo- 
ment,  while  he  had  been  making  the  strong 
est  possible  representations  to  the  Board 
of  Works  that  the  people  were  in  greet 
distress,  and  that  time  was  a  great  object 
to  the  relief  committee,  so  that  they  misfat 
be  able  to  set  the  people  at  work  at  once, 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Becretary  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  dated  the  6th  of  April, 
and  asking  for  information  on  one  or  two 
points,  without  which,  as  he  told  the  Secr»- 
tary,  it  was  impofsible  that  they  could  gel 
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on.  TheSeoretaf^toths  Board  of  Works, 
A  gentlemui  vrith  a  fai«roglyphical  name, 
which  he  oonld  never  read,  answered  his 
inquines  in  »  letter  dated  the  18th  of 
April,  80  that  from  the  6th  of  Apiil  till 
the  18thi  not  one  Biogle  thing  wm  aane  by 
diese  ffeDtlewen  of  the  Board  of  Works. 
Now  what  did  thii  shuw }  It  showed  that 
the  ElecDtiYo  GoTornment  of  Ireland, 
wfaooTer  they  wer« — for  they  were  not  re- 
presented in  the  House — were  not  applying 
thamselTefl  to  the  question  as  they  ought 
to  do,  hut  were  bnly  going  on  in  the  old, 
ordinary,  jogtrot  way  of  doing  huainess, 
which  was  had  enough,  Hearen  knew,  when 
the  people  had  enough  to  eat;  bnt  now 
that  they  were  liTlsg  from  hand  to  mouth, 
was  a  perfect  faree,  atid  worse  than  a  farce. 
Under  the  Giroumetanoea  in  which  Ireland 
was  placed,  such  a  mode  of  doing  business 
beoame  tragical ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  en- 
dured that  gentlemen  ghould  ride  about  the 
Phoenix  Park,  instead  of  answering  letterll 
addressed  to  them,  and  attending  to  thd 
important  question  before  them.  It  was 
painful  for  him  to  he  obliged  to  make  these 
remarks.  No  doubt  the  gentleman,  whose 
name  he  conld  not  read,  would  be  not 
Tory  well  pleased  to  see  himself  in  the 
papere  to-morrow  t  bnt  it  was  not  his 
(Mr.  Roche's)  fault,  bnt  that  of  the  Qo- 
Temment,  who  had  placed  the  country 
gentlemen  of  Ireland  in  this  fix.  By  going 
on  in  the  old  jogtrot  way  of  doing  business, 
they  were  only  mystifying  the  people  of 
England,  and  deceiTing  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, lie  again  asked  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet oppoute,  the  political  nther  of  tha 
Coeroion  Bill,  he  who  directed  the  Home 
Office  and  controlled  the  Executire  of  Ire- 
Isnd — he  asked  him  again  what  it  was  the 
GoTemment  was  doing,  and  what  they 
were  prepared  to  do,  to  relieve  the  present 
distress  J  From  all  places  he  received 
complaints  that  the  Goremment  were  dmng 
nothmg.  In  Cork,  thank  Qod,  they  had 
not  jet  what  they  had  in  Tipporary.  They 
had  not  yet  had  a  tnwn  sacked;  and  there- 
fore, he  snppoaed  that  Cork  would  not 
receive  any  attention.  It  was  necessary 
to  press  this  subject  upon  the  attention  of 
the  Qovemment,  both  in  season  and  out  of 
season;  and  he,  for  one,  thanked  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Limerick  for  press- 
ing it  to-night,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
tliBt  It  had  brongbt  out  a  declaration  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn, 
which  was  so  honoarable  to  himself,  and 
Sktij  to  be  so  benefidal  to  the  country. 
Hft.   fiELLSW  agreed  willi  tha  hon. 
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HemW  who  had  just  spoken,  with  respect 
to  the  neglect  which  took  place  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  reference  to 
matters  committed  to  their  care;  but  ha 
believed  that  they  had  bad  too  much  busi- 
ness to  attend  to,  and  that  there  was  not 
a  sufficient  number  of  people  employed  by 
the  Government  to  do  the  buiineu.  Tha 
oonseqaetice  was,  that  in  many  plaoes  the 
works  committed  to  them  were  oompletd/ 
at  a  standstill.  In  Us  oWn  county  the 
Board  of  Works  had  behaved  perfectly  *eSi, 
as  far  as  regarded  the  granting  of  their 
requests.  The  applications  made  to  them 
had  in  general  been  approved  of;  hut,  al- 
though the  grants  hu  been  made  three 
weeks  ago,  not  a  single  spade  had  yet  been 
pnt  into  the  gronndi  and  be  would,  there, 
fore,  press  upon  the  Govemmeilt  the  im- 
portance of  having  a  sufficient  number  of 
hands  to  enable  the  works  to  be  put  iil 
motion  for  which  the  grants  hod  been 
made.  With  respect  to  the  speeoh  of  the 
nobis  Lord  (Lord  G,  Bentinck)  he  cotdd 
not  say  he  eiaetly  agreed  with  his  hon. 
Friend  who  bad  just  sat  down  in  his  esti- 
mate of  it.  He  was  not  to  be  caught  either 
with  the  noble  Lord's  speculations  or  hit 
offers.  He  was  one  of  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  a  repeal  of  Om  Com  Laws,  bnt 
he  was  not  in  favour  of  a  Repeal  of  the 
Union;  and  he  should  not  be  induced  by 
any  of  &e  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  to 
forego  his  opinions  on  the  Com  Laws.  Ha 
was  also  desirous  on  that  occasion  of  ex- 
aing  his  conviction  that,  in  a  large  nom- 
of  instances,  the  landlords  of  Ireland 
did  not  do  their  duty  to  the  people.  It 
was  quite  tme  that  there  were  a  n^mbe^ 
of  landlords  who  discharged  their  duties 
as  well  as  the  landlords  of  any  other  coun- 
try, and  very  onerous  duties  they  had  to 
discharge  every  one  knew  who  knew  any- 
thing of  Ireland;  hut  that  there  were  manv 
who  did  not  discharge  a  single  dnty  which 
they  ought  to  do,  The  fact  was,  that 
public  opinion  in  Ireland  was  n<tt  strong 
enongh  to  make  them  do  so;  and  that  the 
whole  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  wat 
a  great  hindrance  to  every  attempt  to  sot 
matters  right;  tbongh  he  vras  of  opinion 
that  what  had  occured  this  Session  would 
do  more  than  hod  ever  been  done  be- 
fore to  lead  to  a  legislative  enactment  for . 
the  settlement  of  ibis  question.  If  no 
other  means  could  he  devised,  he,  for  one, 
would  agree  to  a  law  which  would  make 
every  man  who  had  means  contribute  to 
the  support  of  those  who  hod  not;  and  h« 
wM  happy  to  think  that  the  hon.  aad  leaiw* 
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ed  Member  for  Cork,  who  commanded  such 
rcnpcct  and  influence  in  Ireland,  had  stated 
that  he  had  become  a  convert  to  that  prin- 
ciple. To  meet  the  present  emergency, 
he,  for  one,  would  agree  to  a  law  for  im- 
posing  an  income-tax  upon  the  landlords, 
or  a  charge  upon  their  rental,  or,  indeed, 
to  anything  which  would  render  the  man 
of  property  liable  for  the  mass  of  poTertj 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  ROCHE  begged  to  be  underetood 
as  having  made  no  charge  i^iunst  the 
officer  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works  in 
the  case  to  which  be  referred,  hut  against 
the  Board  itself. 

Mr.  a.  STAFFORD  O'BRIEN  did  not 
wish  to  hear  hardly  oo  any  indiridual;  but 
he  must  Bay,  this  was  not  the  first  time 
that  he  had  had  reason  to  suspect  the 
Board  of  Works  in  Ireland.  That  Board, 
he  thought,  was  not  constituted  in  sufficient 
strength.  When  he  went  over  to  Ireland, 
a,  short  time  ago,  he  fonnd  the  potato  dis- 
ease in  his  district  was  worse  than  be  had 
expected.  On  finding  what  was  the  state 
of  things,  he  immediately  wrote  to  the 
Board  of  Works  in  Dublin;  and  the  answer 
he  got  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  convince 
him  that  to  write  to  them  was  of  no  use. 
He  therefore  wrote  directly  to  Lord  Lin- 
coln, stating  that  he  was  willing  and  ready 
to  employ  his  own  people;  but  that  many 
flf  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  were 
the  tenants  of  non-resident  landlords,  and 
that  it  was  totally  impossible  for  him  to 
employ  them.  He  also  warned  Lord  Lin- 
coln that  if  he  went  on  in  the  ordinary  jog- 
trot way  of  the  Irish  Government,  he  (Mr. 
A.  S.  O'Brien)  would  not  be  responsible 
for  the  peace  of  the  districtj  but  that  if 
employment  were  at  once  given,  h« 
euro  that  all  would  go  on  well.  He  ' 
to  Lord  Lincoln  on  the  Friday,  and  o 
Saturday  his  letter  was  received.  Oi 
Sunday  he  received  a  reply  from  Lord 
Lincoln,  stating  that  he  would  take  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  sending  down 
an  officer  of  the  Government;  and  on  Tues- 
day Mr.  Griffith  went  over  the  ground,  and 
the  poor  people  were  set  to  work  on  the 
Wednesday.  Whatever,  therefore,  the 
hon.  Member  might  say  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  it  would  always  be  a  pleasure  to 
Lim  to  bear  witness  to  the  energy  and 
patriotism  of  Lord  Lincoln.  He  had  great 
confidence  in  that  noble  Lord;  and  be  be- 
lieved tJiat  the  right  hon.  Baronet  might 
receive  with  great  respect  and  deference 
anv  suggestions  which  were  mode  by  Lord 
Lihcoia.    Ho  thanked  the  noble  I.ord  over 


and  over  again;  and  was  liappy  to  expresa, 
in  his  place  in  Parliament,  the  grateful 
sense  which  he  entertained  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  conducted  himeclf  in  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

Mh.  CALEB  POWELL  observed  that 
an  account  had  appeared  atating  that 
Lord  Kingston  had  applied  for  5001.  for 
excavating  a  pond  on  his  own  domain. 
That  noble  Lord  resided  on  his  own  do- 
main, and  if  he  was  to  be  reproached  for 
any  thing,  it  was  for  the  profusion  of  em- 
ployment which  be  gave  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  DILLON  BROWNE  could  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for-  Cork  in 
thinking  that  Her  Majesty's  GoTCminent 
had  done  nothing  on  this  occasion.  He 
thought  that  they  had  shown  a  very  bene- 
volent disposition  towards  Ireland  :  but  he 
considered  that  they  had  mistaken  the 
means   of  carrying   out  their    benevolent 

n'icy.  With  respect  to  what  had  fallen 
m  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Lynn,  he  quite  agreed  with  him  in  think- 
ing that  there  was  a  want  of  money,  and 
not  a  want  of  food,  in  Ireland.  He  agreed 
that  there  was  an  abundance  of  food  pro- 
duced in  that  country,  and  that  if  there 
were  employment  for  the  people,  and  the 
means  of  purchasing  food,  mere  was  a 
sufficient  supply  in  the  country  itself  to 
meet  the  distress.  He  also  agreed  with 
the  nohle  Lord  in  thinking  that  the  Legis- 
lature must  establish  some  Poor  Law  sys- 
tem in  Ireland.  He  had  lately  become  a 
convert  to  this  opinion.  Some  system 
must  be  established  which  would  give  to 
the  people  of  Ireland  an  absolute  title  to 
rehef.  It  had  been  sud  that  Mr.  Hughes 
had  stated  that  the  abolition  of  the  Com 
Laws  would  make  the  landlords  of  Ireland 
repealers;  but  Mr.  Hughes  did  not  make 
that  statement,  becanse  he  was  not  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws 
himself.  He  firmly  believed  that  Hr. 
Hughes  was  a  friend  to  their  repeal.  If 
the  repeal  took  phica,  the  people  of  Ire- 
land would  get  greater  remuneration  for 
their  hkhour,  because  that  labour  would  be 
employed  in  manufactures.  He  quite 
disagreed  with  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  Lynn  in  thinking  that  the  repeal 
of  the  Com  Laws  would  he  disadvantage- 
ous to  the  people  of  that  country.  Ho 
knew  nothing  more  unfounded  than  such  a 
notion.  In  the  time  of  Charles  II.,  ther« 
was  an  application  from  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  (Lord  Ormonde,  he  be- 
lieved), stating  that  if  the  introduction  of 
meat  into  this  country  from  Ireland  were 
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not  permitted,  the  consequeaees  would  be 
ruiDoos  to  the  Irish  people.  Lord  Or- 
moDde's  applicatioa  was  not  attended  to; 
hut  Hume  stated,  that  after  a  short  time 
the  Irish  turned  their  attention  to  mann- 
facturea,  and  aoon  attained  to  such  excel- 
lence in  making  cloth,  that  the  English 
Lords  and  Commons  petitioned  the  lung  to 
put  a  tax  on  the  importation  of  Irish  cloth. 
He  must  say  that  he  wished  to  express 
his  gratitude  to  the  noble  Lord  for  the  con- 
ciliatory tone  in  which  he  spoke  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  for  the  yery  gener- 
ous manner  in  which  he  expressed  his  wil- 
lingness not  only  to  allow  fiH'ei^^  com  to 
he  imported  into  Ireland  free  from  duty 
for  a  certain  period,  hut  eren  to  rot«  mo- 
ney from  the  Treasury  to  relieve  their  dift- 
tress.  He  wonld  now  beg  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government  to  the  distress 
in  the  immediate  neighbouiiiood  where  he 
reuded,  the  parish  of  Cong,  county  Mayo, 
and  shortly  to  allude  to  great  indUference 
and  disrespect  shown  to  the  representa- 
tions of  a  highly  respectable  Protestant 
clergyman,  the  Rer.  Mr.  Moore,  the  rector 
of  that  parish.  That  gentleman,  being 
alarmed  on  account  of  the  prospects  of 
famine  in  his  immediate  locaUty — and  here 
he  (Mr.  Browne)  might  remark  that  his 
conduct  was  most  pruseworthy  and  his 
philanthropy  most  aiunterested,  for  the 
unfortunate  persona  the  objects  of  his  con- 
cern and  sohcitude  were  all  Roman  Catho^ 
lies — applied  at  the  Castle  of  Dublin  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  CommiBsionera  of 
Scarcity,  Mr.  Kennedy,  stating  his  appre- 
hensions, who  received  him  with  great 
disrespect  and  discourtesy,  giving  orders 
to  his  clerks  and  to  his  printers  on  other 
matters,  as  Mr.  Moore  stated  (and  no  one 
who  knew  the  rev.  gentleman  could  dis- 
eredit  his  assertions),  while  he  was  plead- 
ing the  urgeut  claims  of  his  parishioners 
upon  the  benevolence  of  the  GoTemment. 
He  would  ask,  was  that  befitting  conduct 
towards  a  highly  respectable  clergyman  of 
the  Established  Church  !  and  when  he  did 
attend  to  Mr.  Moore,  he  referred  him  for 
relief  to  die  poor-house  of  BoIUnrobe, 
which  could  not  harbour,  even  if  the  guar- 
dians were  willing  to  admit  them,  one  out 
of  every  fifty  of  those  likely  to  be  reduced 
to  want  in  tiie  electoral  division  where  Mr. 
Moore  resided.  Mr.  Moore  then  returned 
home,  and  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Chief 
Secretary,  calling  hi^  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject. The  Chief  Secretary  did  not  per- 
sonally deign  to  reply  to  him.  He  (Mr. 
Browne)  felt  confident,  had  Mr.  Moore  ad- 


dressed the  right  hon.  Baronet  bt  the  head 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  notwith- 
standing his  numerous  duties,  that  he 
would  have  received  more  courteous  atten- 
tion. Lord  Lincoln  referred  the  rev, 
rector  of  Cong  to  Mr.  Pennefatfaer,  who 
wrote  him  a  most  unintelligible  answer. 
Mr.  Pennefather  stated  that  Mr.  Moore's 
letter  hod  been  referred  to  the  Belief  Com- 
missioners, but  "  that  any  aBsistance  ren- 
dered by  the  Government  should  be  auxi- 
liary to  what  was  the  dnty  of  the  pro- 
prietors in  the  n^ghbourhood  to  subscribe." 
Was  he  to  onderstand  by  that,  that  as  a 
preliminary  step,  before  relief  was  admi- 
nistered in  any  case,  there  was  to  be  a 
commission  of  inquiry  into  the  conscienti- 
ous and  moral  duties  of  the  landlords;  that 
relief  was  to  be  tested  by  the  scale  of  mo- 
ral obligations,  which  would  be  a  process 
of  inquiry  rather  too  theoretical  for  the 
patience  of  the  people  and  the  practical 
cravings  of  hunger.  The  rev.  Mr.  Moore 
then  addressed  a  letter  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  stating  that  he  did 
not  want  any  gratuity — he  only  required 
that  a  cargo  of  Indian  com  should  he  sent 
to  Cong,  which  could  easily  he  done,  as 
Cong  was  situated  on  the  banks  of  Lough 
Corrib,  which  debouches  itself  into  the  sea 
at  Galway,  in  order  to  regulate  the  mar- 
ket, and  moderate  the  prices.  Provisions 
were  at  a  famine  price,  potatoes  being  5d. 
per  stone,  and  oatme^  16j.  the  cwt.. 
while  labour  was  at  id.  per  day.  He  stated 
that  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  do  so  in 
cases  of  public  works  being  established,  as, 
if  the  markets  continued  as  they  were,  it 
would  he  impossible  to  calculate  what 
would  he  the  amount  of  wages  demanded 
for  labour.  It  might  be  so  high  that  in  all 
probability  it  would  furnish  as  great  an 
antithesis  to  the  maximum  of  labour  in 
Ireland  as  id.  per  day  was  to  the  minimum 
of  labour  in  England.  He  also  stated  that 
he  would  ^ve  stowage  for  the  com,  and  su- 
perintend its  sale,  being  accountable  for  the 
amount  sold.  To  this  letter  he  received 
no  replj  for  ten  days,  during  which  period 
it  was  uupossible  to  calcolate  what  amount 
of  urgent  distress  might  have  arisen.  He 
should  read  a  few  passages  in  the  corre- 
spondence alluded  to.  The  first  was  a 
short  letter  addressed  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, and  tiie  other  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant:— 

"  Cong  Reetory.  Balliimibe,  April  ?,  184S. 

"  tSy  Lord — Aniioui  to  avoid  troubling  jour 

Lord^p  when  I  had  hoped  infbmuition  could 

have  besB  iSbrded  from  a  lubordioate,  I  >tt«t^sd. 
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ft  few  d*7i  dnee,  >t  the  IUImT  OHw,  fn  the  CmU* 
Tu^,  to  inquire  of  Ur.  Ksnoedr  «bat  meant  wera 
to  be  adopted  t4]  meet  imae  preuiug  ciuca  of  dii- 
trcaa  in  mf  ocighbourbood.  I  wu  not  a  little 
Etirpriiied  at  tbe  sDiiwcr  T  received  trom  him, 
namelj,  that  the  poor-home  wm  the  only  resoutw 
under  the  rapidly  ariting  at&natioa  ariiii.  I  tea 
bj  the  paper*  that  lodiaii  meal  ha*  been  Bap(died 
bji  the  authoritiei  for  lale  in  other  diitricta  :  maj 
1  ask,  are  we  not  to  be  &TOured  in  the  ume  way  T 
Fataloei  are  now  with  ui  at  a  starratloD  price, 
Ad.  per  aton*  ;  oUmcal,  IBs.  per  ewt,  ;  while 
labeurntesfrom  4d.  to  6d.  peroiem.  A  cargo  of 
Indiaa  meai  would,  no  doubt,  at  oDoe  lower  our 
maritota ;  without  thia  the  wagei  that  will  be  re- 
quired bj  the  person*  employed  at  the  public 
works  muBt  br  exceed  anything  that  ean  eien 
hsT*  bean  eoatemplatad.  —  I  have  the  honour  to 
■ubicribe  rajtell^  jour  Lordahip'a  obedieot  aer- 

"  E,  S.  MooM." 
"  Cong  Rectory,  Balliorobe,  April  10,  18U. 
"  My  I^rd — I  ha»e  ju*t  been  lavoured  with  * 
letter,  aigned  '  Richard  Penue&ther,'  dated  April 
e,  in  anawer  to  one  written  by  me  to  the  Chief 
Beeretary,  in  whioh  I  ataled  I  bad  called  at  (Jw 
Belief  OBk»,  in  the  Culte  Yard,  to  meutioD  that 
our  markete  were  now  at  a  atarTation  price,  pota- 
toei,  Sd.  per  atone  ;  oatmeal,  ISa.  per  cwt. ;  while 
labour  ia  but  6d.  per  diem.  I  meoticned  to  Mr. 
Kennedf  aom*  caaea  of  diaCrea*  that  had  oome  uD' 
der  my  own  immediate  oogniunoe ;  he,  howerer, 
told  me,  there  were  no  meana  of  relief  but  in  the 
poor-houae.  I  And,  my  Lord,  Indian  meal  ha* 
been  supplied  to  other  districts  nt  flrat  ooM  price* ; 
now,  all  I  want  for  our  euffsrlnf  poor  ia,  thot  auch 
an  opportunity  of  lupparting  their  &iniliea  ihould 
be  affotded  them,  in  connexion  with  the  public 
work*,  and  that  the  respocUhle  houaeholdera,  and 
tenant-brmera,  baring  from  three  to  ten  acre*  of 
land — BDOb  were  the  caaea  I  brought  before  Kir. 
Kennedy— abonid  be  enabled,  without  going  to 
a  poor-houK,  or  conauming  the  aecd  which  ahould 
be  put  in  the  ground  now,  to  insure  a  batter  pro- 
spect for  next  year,  to  purchase  the  common  neces- 
saricsortifoatamoderatcrale.  I  ask  no  gratuitous 
assistance  for  our  peaceable  and  induatrioua  poor. 
There  are  no  reaident  gentlemen  here  from  whom 
1  could  hope  for  aid  ;  nad,  eien  wero  I  aure  of 

Cting  it  on  application  from  our  non-reaident 
dlorda,  I  tremble  for  the  cDnsequenDea  of  the 
delay  there  must  neceasarily  occur  between  the 
writing  and  receiving  anawera  to  my  letters,  and 
the  communl^ting  again  with  the  Castle. 

"  My  Lord — I  faaTe  done  my  duty;  at  heavy 
peraonal  oipenae,  I  have  been  to  the  Relief  Office 
10  Dublin,  to  make  our  dietroaa  known  ;  hating 
been  repulsed  there,  I  have  applied  to  the  Cht'of 
Secretary,  and  now,  in  the  last  instance,  I  put  the 
ease  direoUy  before  your  Excellency.  If  the  Go- 
Tomment  *end  down  moal,  I  will  give  atoi«ge ;  and 
if  they  allow  a  salary  for  a  clerk,  1  will  auper- 
intend  the  sale,  and  hold  myself  responsible  for 
tbe  amount  aold.  I  baie  the  honour  to  aubscribe 
myself,  your  Excf^ency's  obedient  humble  aerraot, 

"  E.  S.  Mooai,  Hector  atid  Vjear  of  Cong." 
Now,  what  was  the  deduction  from  that 
correipoaJence?  The  deduction  waa,  that 
there  existed  a  ver^  hoEiirdoua  delay  in  the 
adminUtrationAf  relief,  and  that  it  vaa 
subjected  to  th«  co&ditioua  which  made  it 


defeat  the  objects  of  beneTolenee.  He 
blamed  not  the  Gorernmcnt ;  on  the  eon- 
trarj,  he  thought  tbe  people  of  Irdand 
ought  to  be  grateful  to  them  for  llieir  ge- 
nerous conduct,  hat  their  benevolent  inten- 
tions might  be  defeated  b^  the  STst«m, 
macbinerf,  and  pohey  whieh  thej  had 
adopted.  He  particulatly  alluded  to  Ac 
policy  which  they  bad  stated  so  freqnendj 
in  that  HouM  prineipilly  directed  tluiB, 
namely,  waiting  upon  the  landlords  for  a»- 
aistance.  The  people  might  starre  whilt 
the  Centr^  Committee  of  Relief  in  Dab- 
lin  were  delib«rating  upon  the  propridj 
of  administering  relief,  and  awaitii^  the 
prooeedinga  of  the  landlords,  upon  whoa 
the  people  of  Ireland  bad  waited  in  Tab 
for  centuries.  But  the  case  of  Mr.  Uoore 
was,  unfortunately,  not  an  isolated  ctM. 
Other  Bucb  instances  had  occurred  in  Tip- 
perary,  where  famine  was  well  set  in  and 
on  the  increase.  In  such  ft  state  c^  things 
they  could  not  wait  for  the  landlords  dcing 
their  duty  without  tbe  complioDce  of  con- 
ditions. He  took  the  liberty  the  other 
night,  in  alluding  to  the  disturbances  ia 
Clonmel,  where  there  was  an  httetite  dan- 
gerous to  the  peace  of  society,  in  enue- 
quence  of  tbe  people  being  driven  to  dee- 

reration,  by  the  want  of  food  and  octuil 
unger,  to  ask  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  bead  of  Her  Majesty's  Govenuaent  a 
question,  to  which  he  had  received  no  dis- 
tinct or  satiafaetery  reply.  He  wished  ta 
ascertain  if  Her  Majesty's  GoTermncnt  in 
England  had  commnnicatcd  with  the  au- 
thorities in  Ireland,  and  insisted  that  n- 
lief  should  be  promplJy,  fully,  and  nn- 
conditionally  administered  wherever  sncb 
nrg^t  necessity  presented  itself,  and 
wherever  hunger  was  actually  endnred. 
He  again  put  that  question,  and  might  he 
entreat  a  reply,  particularly  u  to  Uie  nn- 
conditional  administering  of  relief  imder 
peculiar  circumstances  f  If  that  were  not 
done,  consequences  mi^t  ensue  which  it 
was  impossiUe  to  contemplate  without  the 
utmost  apprehension.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  Relief  Committee  to  proride  uncon- 
ditional relief  under  sncb  circumstances. 
Great  would  be  the  responatbilitT  they 
incurred  if  ony  one  tbrough  their  neg- 
lect or  denial  died  of  hunger.  It  alioi^ 
be  recollected  that  tlie  people  of  Ireland 
bad  no  one  to  apply  to  except  to  the  Com- 
miseioners.  In  England  tne  tenant  up- 
on every  estate,  where  tbe  landlorda 
were  good  landlords,  and  where  they  re- 
cogniEed  the  principle  that  property  had 
its  dutaeaaswulkBitsrig^ts,  had  anabao- 
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lute  tide  to  MUef.  But  in  Irebrnd  A«y 
hsd  no  title,  where  the  laudlorda  to  a  groM 
extent  were  indifferent  to  the  vanti  of  the 
]>eoplB,  end  oonrerted  their  Tei;  food  into 
the  golden  tribute  of  indifferent  and  he«Tt- 
leas  ahsenteeism. 

Hb.  aHARMAN  CRAWFORD  iwd, 
that  the  Qorernawnt  had  taken  upon  then- 
eehei  the  retponubility  of  providiiie  food 
tuA  eniplojnieiit  {or  the  Irish  peofM  i  he 
quite  acknowledged  that  they  had  ued 
evei;  effort  to  aooompUah  theae  ebjeeta  ; 
hut  they  had  fallen  into  the  ndgt^e  of 
thinking  that  it  was  inpoaaible  to  do  any 
thing  without  the  landlords.  How  he  put 
it  to  them  whether  their  aitempta  had  not 
Uled,  and  whether  it  was  not  neoeisary, 
even  in  juitioe  to  Ae  landhtddera  them- 
aelrea,  to  adopt  «ome  principle  of  taxation 
by  which  the  hoMera  of  land  would  be  ooni' 
pelled  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the 
poor.  He  was  clear  for  estabUching  a  ij<- 
tem  of  taxation  on  that  principle,  and  he 
hoped  that  either  in  the  ihape  of  a  poor  or 
a  l^onr  Bill  some  such  plan  would  soon  be 
brought  fhrward.  He  had  heard  with  Bor- 
row his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Lime- 
rick describe  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws 
as  simply  an  English  question.  He  (Mr. 
8.  Crawford)  knew  it  was  an  English  ques- 
tion ;  but  his  opinion  was,  that  it  was  in- 
finitely more  important  as  an  Iiish  ques- 
tion. What  advantage  had  Ireland  ever 
reaped  from  the  Com  Laws  ?  Where  were 
the  proofs  to  be  foond,  either  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  people  or  the  imprvrement  of 
the  country  T  Let  the  question  be  tested 
by  one  ciroumstanee — and  let  him  he  shown 
whether  all  the  protection  that  Ireland  ever 
had  received  had  tended  in  a  single  instanee 
to  her  prosperity.  If  they  were  to  hare 
taxation  for  the  poor,  then  H  ns  the  more 
nooestary  that  the  supply  of  food  should  be 
ample  and  its  price  low.  He  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  Ooenuon  Bill.  He  saw  no 
value  in  it,  and  in  any  legitimate  opposition 
to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  Hemben  he 
saw  nothing  to  blame.  At  the  some  time, 
he  hoped  that  they  would  not  prolong  the 
disonsBion  longer  than  was  necessary  Idr 
the  purposes  of  fan-  oppowtion.  It  was  of 
great  importance  that  the  r«f>eal  of  the 
Com  Laws  shonld  be  gene  on  with  as 
speedily  as  posHble,  for  the  intereeta  of 
Ireland,  as  well  as  those  of  England.  He 
did  not  approve  of  the  proposition  made 
that  evening  for  the  openiog  of  the  ports 
for  three  months,  as  far  as  Ireland  was 
concerned,  for  he  thought  that  the  effect 
of  such  a  measure  would  be  to  Arow  nb- 


atoolea  in  the  Vftj  of  Ae  final  aecomplish- 
ment  of  the  still  greater  one  of  total  repeal, 
These  were  his  views.  Ha  wished  for, 
and  would  support,  any  measure  oaloulaled 
to  give  cheap  food  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
Ms.  O'CONNELL:  I  am  sure  I  have 
never  been  churlish  in  acknowledging  tiie 
evident  dispoaition  of  the  Oovemment 
to  adopt  measures  to  meet  the  pre- 
sent emergency.  I  should  have  been 
ashamed  of  myself  had  1  been  so ;  but  I 
have  DOW  to  complain,  I  have  to  join  in  the 
general  complaint,  of  the  inactivity  of  the 
persons  emjuoyed  by  Government  in  Ire- 
land to  superintend  the  distribution  offimd, 
of  their  unneoessary  diplomacy,  their  wea- 
risome references  from  one  to  the  other,  of 
the  wanton  delay  in  some  localities,  the 
tedionsnosa  everywhere.  Why,  can  O^- 
vemment  point  to  one  single  spot  in  which 
effectual  reUef  has  been  administered? 
But  while  I  say  this,  I  must  add  that  I  waa 
very  glad  to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northamptonshire  (Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien) 
speak  as  he  did  in  high  praise  of  Lord 
Lincoln  and  his  commission  in  Ireland,  and 
I  hope  that  government  will  strengthen 
their  hands.  But,  Sir,  I  think  that  Go- 
vemment  has  fallen  short — that  more 
money— «  great  deal  more  money  will  be 
necessary.  I  am  not  asking  it  as  a  favour, 
I  am  net  here  in  mendieant  torn,  appealing 
to  yon  for  alma  for  Ireland.  Advanoe 
money.  Ton  have  a  security  for  it — tax 
landed  proprietors — take  a   discretionary 

eiwer — ^yen  have  done  so  in  the  Coercion 
ill.  W^,  transfer  that  diseretionarypover 
of  taxation  from  the  Coertuen  Bill,  tuid  em- 
ploy it  better.  Send  round  persons  to  find 
ont  the  situation  and  cirennutancea  ot  each 
landknd,  and  tax  him  a60ca'ditu;ly.  I>oea 
the  landlord,  like  the  hon.  Member  fbr 
Northamptonshire,  do  his  duty?  Then 
tax  him  hghtiy ;  and  a»  he  neglected 
it,  then  tax  him  heavily.  It  may  be  said 
these  ore  nnoonatitntional  doctrines.  Sir, 
the  people  are  starving,  they  are  dying : 
while  yon  are  here  oanvassing  constitu- 
tional doctrines  they  are  perishing  of  hun- 
ger. Did  yon  not  hear  the  evidenoe  given 
in  the  returns  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  ?  Did  you  not  hear  how  this  family 
had  but  two,  that  family  had  but  one  day's 
anpply — how  another  fomily  again  had  been 
eight-ond-ferty  hours  without  food — and 
how  a  further  dght-and-forty  hours'  suf- 
fering would  land  them  in  their  graves. 
Then,  I  say  to  Government,  do  not  delay. 
Act  firmly — aet  boldly.  We  have  heard 
from  every  ude  decUiations  of  benevo- 
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his  BAtiBfaction  at  the  discassion  which  had 
been  brought  on  by  the  question  of  the 


lence  to  Ireland.  Act,  then.  The  House 
vitl  not  shrink  from  giving  you  an  indem- 
nity. But  let  there  bo  no  longer  unneces- 
sary delay.  If  you  cannot  meet  my  chal- 
lenge to  point  out  a  single  place  where  you 
have  given  effectual  relief — if  it  be  true 
that  not  a  shilling  has  been  advanced — 
tlien  for  Ueaven's  sake  begin.  Begin  to- 
morrow morning,  strengthen  the  hands  of 
your  o£Gcials  in  Dublin  Castle.  Let  not  a 
day,  not  an  hour  he  lost.  I  may  be  told 
that  I  am  throwing  out  opinions  contraiy 
to  those  I  b&ve  always  entertamed  on  the 
Bnbject  of  outdoor  relief.  I  do  not  shnnk 
from  my  old  view  of  the  subject.  I  still 
think  outdoor  relief  but  another  name 
for  the  confiscation  of  property  ;  but  in 
the  present  state  of  Ireland  I  prefer 
confiscation  to  letting  the  people  die 
of  starvation.  Make  the  experiment 
for  one  year — administec  for  this  year 
out-of-door  relief  —  tax  the  landholder 
for  this — you  can  relax  next  year — but 
this  is  the  time  for  making  the  experiment. 
Don't  bring  your  Coercion  Bill  against  the 
poorer  classes — coerce  the  landlords.  Com- 

Eel  them  to  prevent  the  people  dying  of 
unger:  it  is  necessary  to  compel  them. 
I  do  not  disparage  the  landlords.  There 
are  abundance  of  good  landlords  in  Ireland; 
and  abundance  of  bad  landlords — of  clear- 
ing  landlords — of  destroying  (not  angels, 
bnt)  landlords,  in  Ireland.  I  do  not  com> 
mit  myself  to  the  doctrine  of  outdoor  re- 
lief. It  will  bo  seen  that  I  have  very 
strong  objections  to  it,  but  none  of  them 
apply  on  this  occasion~4n  this  emergency. 
Sir,  I  was  sorry  to  hear  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Limerick  so  adverse  to 
the  total  repeal  of  the  Cora  Laws.  My 
conviction  is  that  nothing  can  do  good  to 
Ireland  but  that  repeal.  The  existence  of 
the  Com  Laws  has  done  as  no  good, 
any  roan  contradict  that  ?  They  have  been 
concomitant  with  increasing  misery — con- 
comitant with  increasing  destitution  ;  and 
therefore,  if  any  man  praise  the  Com  Laws 
to  me,  he  must  draw  on  his  imagination, 
for  as  to  Ireland  the  facts  of  the  case  are 
agsinst  him.  Com  Law  repeal  would  in- 
crease manufacturing  enterprise,  it  wonld 
raise  wages — agriculture  cannot  raise  them 
— the  Cora  Law  has  not  raised  them. 
They  say  the  Cora  Bill  was  passed  to  keep 
np  wages.  Is  there  any  country  where 
wages  are  BO  low  ?  Notoriously  none.  The 
only  chance  of  raising  them  b  in  the  repeal 
of  the  Com  Laws,  and  I  wish  to  Ileaven 
you  would  set  about  it  at  once. 

Mh,  Q,  p.   SCfiOPE  rose  to  express 


hon.  Member  for  Limerick.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  time  of  the  House  would  bo 
thrown  away,  even  if  the  debate  upon  the 
Coercion  Bill  might  be  delayed  for  two  or 
three  hours.  He  thought  the  result  of  the 
discussion  which  had  taken  place  would  ho 
the  means  of  inducing  many  hon.  Members 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  giving  to  the 
Iriah  people  the  same  security  for  their 
honest  industiy  and  peaceable  employment 
that  the  English  bad  enjoyed  for  centuries. 
He  conld  not  understand  upon  what  argu- 
ment the  bon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr. 
Connell)  objected  to  the  Poor  Laws, 
le  peo]Je  of  Ireland  were  there,  and 
ere  was  no  wish  to  starve  them — they 
Dst  be  maintained  in  some  way  or  other 
they  were  fed  and  must  continue  to  be 
1.  If  that  was  conceded  to  him,  the 
question  then  came  to  be,  how  were  they 
to  be  fed  ?  At  present  they  were  fed  in 
the  most  wasteful,  extravagant,  profligate, 
and  unwise  manner  that  any  nation  ever 
fed  its  poor.  They  were  fed  by  almsgiv- 
ing and  mendicancy — surrounding  almost 
every  door  whilst  a  meal  was  going  on, 
and  begging  from  its  inmates.  In  other 
countries  mendicancy  was  declared  to  he 
the  worst  way  of  feeding  the  poor,  tending 
not  only  to  engender  habits  of  idleness,  but 
destruction  generally  of  the  moral  charaC' 
ter.  The  right  rev.  Dr.  Doyle,  than  whom 
no  man's  opinion  was  more  highly  re- 
spected in  Ireland,  also  declared  that  the 
present  mode  of  relief  in  Ireland  was  not 
only  most  profligate,  bnt  was  most  de- 
stroctive  of  Uie  morals  of  the  country,  and 
ought  to  be  superseded  by  some  organized 
and  systematic  method.  It  would  also  he 
advisable,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view. 
There  was  no  doubt  but  tlut  mendicancy 
was  connected  with  great  waste.  A  man 
travelled  round  the  country  begging,  or  he 
stayed  at  home,  and  his  wife  and  children 
got  enough  to  support  them,  and  the  pro- 
bability  was  that  they  got  a  deal  more, 
and  there  was  great  waste  in  consequence. 
The  knowledge  that  this  abundance  of  food 
would  probably  be  collected,  induced  habits 
of  idleness,  inasmuch  as  the  able-bodied 
man  remained  at  home,  either  sitting  over 
the  fire  with  a  pipe  in  his  month,  or  lying 
in  his  bed  doing  nothing.  Now,  be  asked 
whether,  putting  it  as  a  qnestion  of  pecu- 
niary advantage,  it  was  not  preferable  to 
collect  tJie  amount  which  would  otherwiso 
be  distributed  in  alms,  in  a  methodical  and 
economical  system  t     He  would  have  them 


State  of 


{Apbh  241 


Ireland, 


1010 


collect  aa  w«ll  from  those  who  were  now 
unwilling  to  support  the  mendicant  and  the 
poor,  as  &om  Uiose  who  did  ao— from  the 
absentees  as  well  as  those  who  were  resi- 
dent— from  those  who  might  he  smroonded 
by  high  park  walla,  shot  out  from  the  sight 
of  ^stress,  as  well  as  those  who  looked 
npon  it  daj  after  day.  In  a  word,  he 
would  have  them  collect  from  all  parties 
who  held  property  in  Ireland ;  and,  placing 
the  sum  in  one  fund,  distribute  it  in  a  me- 
thodical manner.  With  regard  to  the  re- 
lief which  would  be  given  to  the  able-bo- 
died, he  might  say  they  would  be  able  to 
obtain  a  return  for  it  all  by  setting  them  to 
work,  and  they  would  get  much  more  than 
the  value  of  the  food  and  money  that  was 
spent  npon  them.  Therefore  he  thought, 
instead  of  confiscation,  that  the  adoption  of 
an  effective  Poor  Law  system  in  Ireland 
would  be  the  most  complete  mode  of  re- 
lieving distress  economically  ;  at  the  same 
time  it  would  have  the  effect  of  opening  np 
the  resources  of  Ireland.  It  would  im- 
prove the  estate  of  the  landlord  more  than 
any  measure  which  could  be  devised.  He 
beUeved  it  only  required  a  stimulus  of  that 
kbd  to  induce  the  landlords  to  set  about 
the  improvement  of  their  estates.  He  re- 
gretted that  when  the  Qovemment  were 
aware  of  the  emergency  that  was  coming 
upon  them,  they  did  not  at  once  adopt  the 
oompulsory  system  instead  of  the  volun- 
tary. To  meet  this  temporary  distress  they 
had  been  relying  upon  the  voluntary  co- 
operation of  the  landlords  up  to  the  present 
time  ;  and  that  it  had  failed  the  Qovem- 
ment tiiemselres  admitted.  He  regretted 
that  the  experience  of  past  years  aid  not 
induce  the  Government,  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  last  year,  when  the  pressure  of  this 
distress  ftas  coming  upon  them,  to  take 
a  decided  step,  and  coll  upon  the 
local  authorities  of  Ireland,  whose  duty 
it  waa  to  relieve  the  poor,  to  make  ample 
provision  for  the  coming  emergency.  If 
that  duty  had  been  imposed  upon  them, 
there  was  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  now 
have  been  enabled  to  meet  the  crisis.  He 
thoughtthe  Government  hod  incurred  a  very 
heavy  responsibility  in  delaying  to  do  this. 
It  was  not  the  first  time  that  distress  had 
occuned  in  Ireland  when  the  landlords  had 
been  asked  to  do  their  duty  and  had  failed 
to  do  it.  The  subscriptions  had  been  from 
time  to  time  raised  in  England  for  the  relief 
of  Irish  distress,  and  but  for  which  aids 
the  greater  part  of  the  people  must  have 
died,  whilst  at  the  same  ^e  provisions 
were  being  eiportod  in  great  abundance 


from  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
landlord  his  rent,  and  were  actually  re-im- 
pocted  into  Ireland  and  bought  with  the 
subscriptions  of  the  benevolent,  so  tiiat  the 
money  raised  in  Bngland  for  the  reli^  of 
the  Irish  almost  invariably  found  its  way 
into  the  landlords'  pockets.  Be  therefore 
hoped  the  result  of  this  discussion  would 
be  the  adoption  of  some  permanent  mea^ 
sure  of  relief  for  the  papulation  of  that  un- 
happy country.  There  were  donhtless 
many  good  and  benevolent  landlords  in  Ire- 
land, and  it  was  to  their  reUef,  in  one  re- 
spect, he  was  looking,  as  he  was  anxious 
to  relieve  them  &om  the  bnrdrai  of  being 
obliged  to  support  the  labom^rs  of  a  neigh- 
bouring estate.  It  was  his  wish  to  see 
some  measm%  introduced  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  making  the  people  of  Ireland 
industrious  and  useful  memb^  of  society, 
and  peaceable  and  contented  subjects. 

Hr.  COBDGN  :  It  appears  to  me. 
Sir,  that  we  have  rather  lost  sight  of 
the  origin  of  this  discussion,  and  I  only 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  on  that  point. 
This  rather  irr^iular  and  unexpected  de- 
bate has  originated  in  a  question  put  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  to  thenoble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn,  which  it  seems 
has  arisen  out  of  a  private  conmiunioation 
between  tfaem.  That  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  was,  whether  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  L3mn  and  those 
who  usually  act  with  lum  would  be  willing 
to  rote  for  a  suspension  of  the  Com  Law 
for  three  months,  that  suspension  to  be  ap- 
plicable to  Ireland  only.  That  1  believe 
IS  a  correct  statement  of  the  question  of  the 
hon.  Member.  But,  Sir,  we  have  another 
proposition  before  na,  a  proposition  not  to 
suspend,  bat  to  aboUsh  the  Corn  Law,  and 
I  therefore  infer  that  the  object  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  is,  that  instead  of 
our  atx^hing  altogether  the  Com  Law  aa 
regards  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and 
Ireland,  there  shall  be  substituted  a  three 
months'  suspension  applying  to  Ireland 
only.  Now,  1  beg  in  uie  first  place  to  tell 
the  hon.  Monber  for  Limerick,  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn,  and  the 
240  Members  who  sit  behind  him,  and  who 
cheered  the  speech  he  has  made  to-night, 
that  there  are  other  parties  to  be  consulted 
with  regard  to  such  oproposition — that  there 
are  the  people  of  England — I  don't  mean 
the  country  party,  but  the  people  Uving  in 
the  towns,  and  who  will  govern  this  country. 
1  tell  him  that  the  English  people  and  the 
Scotch,  and  the  Welch,  and  I  believe  the 
Irish  too,  are,  from  what  I  have  heard, 
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det«niuiied  not  to  be  content  with  a  bub- 
pensioQ,  but  to  hare  a  total  abolition  of 
the  Com  Law.  I  thiuk,  therefore,  the 
matter  u  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  this 
House  altogether ;  and  I  nust  uy  I  re. 
joice  that  this  qnCBtion  of  the  Corn  Laws 
can  DO  longer  he  mode  matter  for  mauffiuv- 
ring  and  compoets  within  the  wallB  of  this 
Uonie.  It  is  disposed  of,  settled,  out  of 
doors  ;  and,  altbaugh  jour  artifices  here 
may  delay  this  measure,  and  cause  anxiety 
out  of  doors,  still  they  can  only  delay  it; 
and  in  fact  the  only  thing  you  could  sub- 
stitute for  it  would  be  total  and  immediate 
repeal  in  the  place  of  this  deferred  mea- 
sure. When  I  beftr  the  noble  Lord  talk 
in  the  way  he  is  occnstomcd  to  da,  using 
arguments  with  that  unconsciousness  that 
they  had  been  so  often  refuted,  that  must 
arise  from  liia  having  given  his  attention 
for  the  last  seven  years  to  some  other  ob- 
jects wholly  unconnected  with  publio  mea- 
sures, and  boasting  of  the  240  Gentlemen 
of  England  who  support  him,  and  who 
cheer  him  while  he  speaks — when  I  hear 
speeches  which  show  that  such  a  delusion 
exists  in  the  minds  of  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite as  to  the  state  of  pnhho  opinion  on 
tills  question,  I  do  feel  aniiouH  that  it  were 
possible  that  the  right  hoe.  Baronet  could 
appeal  to  the  country,  without  that  incon- 
TeniencB  to  the  trade  of  the  country,  and 
that  inconvenience  to  the  private  business 
of  this  House — I  do  feel  anxious,  I  say, 
were  it  not  for  those  reasons,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  should  appeal  to  the  country) 
for  the  country  would  make  an  example 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway 
which  they  little  anticipate.  But  now,  Sit, 
OS  to  this  proposition  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Limerick.  Has  he  considered  the  prac- 
ticability of  openiog  the  ports  in  Ireland, 
while  he  at  the  same  time  keeps  them  shut 
in  England  ?  What  sort  of  Bill  would  he 
that  brought  in  hy  the  hen.  Member  for 
Limerick  (Mr.  Smith  O'Brien),  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  (Lord 
G.  Bentinck)  ?  I  suppose  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  have  a  contrivance  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  provisions  from  Ireland 
to  England.  Seeing  there  are  no  cuBtom- 
houses  between  England  and  Ireland,  I 
perceive  no  means  of  preventing  the  free 
circulation  of  grain  from  Ireland  to  Eng- 
land, and  supplying  the  place  of  what  was 
transferred  from  one  country  to  the  other, 
by  corn  brought  from  America  or  the 
Baltic.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  G.  Bentinck) 
told  us  it  woe  money  that  was  wanted,  not 
proviaioiu}   and  l    he«rd    the  sentiment 
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echoed  on  this  dde  of  the  House.  W^y, 
if  I  understand  the  matter  rightly,  there  ii 
a  positive  deficiency  ;  there  baa  been  a 
failure.  Has  there  or  has  there  not  been 
a  failure  of  the  potato  crop  in  Ireland  !  I 
preaume  there  is  no  one  in  this  House  to 
deny  that  proposition.  How  will  mmeT 
supply  the  place  of  food  ?  The  noble  Lord 
(Lord  G.  Bentinck)  saj^  there  is  plenty  of 
com  in  Ireland,  and  it  is  being  sent  to 
England.  Have  you  the  means  of  stopping 
that — of  keeping  it  in  Ireland  ?  Where 
arc  the  people  to  be  fed  ?  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick  (Mr.  S.  O'Brien)  leaves 
the  English  people  out  of  the  question. 
No  !  he  does  not  leave  us  out  of  ibe  ques- 
tion. He  is  trying  by  a  compact  with  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  G.  Bentinck)  to  shut  the 
ports  to  the  English,  while  he  opens  the 
ports  to  the  Irish  people.  I  will  not  go 
into  the  argument  to  show  that  Ireland 
will  be  benefited  by  tho  repeal  of  the  Com 
Laws.  If  I  wanted  an  argument  of  grettei 
force  than  another  in  &vonr  of  that  repeal, 
I  should  always  quote  with  the  gr^rtest 
effect  the  case  of  Ireland.  It  ia  enon^ 
that  to  people  who  are  feeding  on  water- 
cresses,  seaweed,  and  turnip  tops,  the  C<nii 
Laws  have  done  no  good,  and  the  repeal 
of  them  can  do  harm.  I  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork,  that  the  repeal 
of  the  Corn  Laws  is  the  best  means  of  in- 
troducing manufactures  into  Ireland.  Give 
the  people  of  that  country  free  trade  across 
the  Atlantic  with  the  United  States.  That 
people  must  be  idle — tho  Irish  people  are 
not  an  idle  people — but  that  people  most 
be  liable  to  the  imputation,  if  manuhc- 
tures  did  not  spring  up  along  the  west 
coast  on  their  magnificent  rivers,  when 
they  had  the  grain  of  America  wafted  across 
the  Atlantic.  I  have  intruded  lAt  seldom 
in  this  debate.  I  am  anxious  to  he  a  party 
to  nothing  which,  in  reference  to  the 
Coercion  Bill,  stands  in  the  way  of  the 
Corn  Bill.  I  deeply  regret  that  those  twg 
measures  should  have  got  into  a  dead  lock. 
The  people  of  England  are  utterly  punted 
and  perplexed  at  tho  state  of  things  here. 
I  am  almost  perplexed  myself.  During 
the  recess  I  was  repeatedly  asked  to  attend 
meetings  at  Manchester  and  elsewher«  to 
censure  the  delay.  Upon  my  honour,  I 
know  not  whom  to  blame.  I  cannot  blune 
the  Government,  for,  though  I  were  dis- 
posed to  do  so,  I  see  them  so  much  blamed 
by  other  Gentlemen  that  1  may  well  ab- 
stain. I  have  no  right  to  blame  the 
Members  from  Ireland.  It  is  not  for  ma 
to  judge  how  far  they  deem  it  their  daty 
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to  oppose  th«  fint  reading  of  the  Ooerclon 
Bill;  bat  I  de^ly  regret  that  tMe  obntrnc- 
tioD  haa  taken  place.  I  hope  that  Gentle- 
men around  me,  coming  fVom  Ireland,  vrill 
at  all  events  deem  that  I  and  thoae  who 
think  with  tne  are  qiute  aa  much  in  alliance 
with  them  aa  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  O. 
Bentinck).  While  I  do  not  blame  them, 
I  aak  them  not  to  dispeiue  eeaiurea 
upon  the  Liberal  Members  with  the  same 
breath  that  they  compliment  others  in.  I 
hope  on  this  side  of  the  House  we  shall  be 
able  to  muntain  a  cordial  feeling  with  each 
other  ;  and  I  do  tmat  that  on  another 
evening  ve  shall  be  able  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  another  measure,  in  which, 
I  believe,  Ireland  is  fully  more  interested 
than  England. 

Hs.  W.  HILE8  aald,  that  he  should  not 
hare  riaen  to  address  the  House  on  that 
debate,  but  for  the  obserrations  thrown  out 
by  thehon.  Qeotleman  wbohadlaat  Bpokeo. 
He  could  assure  thathoo.  Qentteman,  that 
he  did  not  then  wish  to  touch  upon  the 
qucBtioD  of  the  Com  Lbwr,  as  other  oppor- 
tunities would  arise  for  him  to  do  bo.  He 
wished  to  state  to  the  hon,  Member  for 
Stockport,  that  that  debate  had  entbely 
arisen  from  the  hon.  Hember  for  Limerick 
(Mr.  S.  O'Brien)  hsTlog  put  a  question  to, 
and  which  was  answered  by,  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  0.  Bentinck)  the  Member  for 
Lynn;  and  that  question  had  been  put  by 
the  hon.  Member  in  accordance  with  the 
desire  eipreaaed  by  his  noble  Friend  for 
him  to  do  BO,  which  was  a  matter  of  ordi- 
Bary  courtesy  adopted  by  any  hon,  Hem- 
bera  in  that  House  who  might  wish  to  be 
in  their  place  to  reply  to  any  proposition 
that  they  had  previously  received  notice 
waa  to  be  made  to  them  on  any  particular 
nij^t;  there  was  no  compact,  he  said,  be- 
tween his  noble  Friend  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite,  beyond  that  ordinair  coar- 
teay  which  ho  had  mentioned.  Ho  most 
uncerely  lamented  the  state  of  misery 
whtd)  existed  in  Ireland.  His  noble  Friend 
had  anawered  Ute  question  put  to  him  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick,  and  stated 
that  he  {Lord  Q.  Bentinck)  and  the  body 
— of  which  he  was  proud  to  say  his  noble 
Friend  waa  the  head — that  they  were  will- 
ing to  grant  what  the  hon.  Member  aaked, 
namely — wonld  tiiey  give  ^eir  support  to 
the  introduction  of  a  measure,  not  for  the 
abrogation  and  abolition  but  simply  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Corn  Lawa,  bb  regarded 
Ireland,  for  three  months,  in  order  that  a 
sufficient  supply  of  provision  should  be 
imported  then  to  meet  the  wants  rf  the 


people  f  There  was  no  compact,  however, 
entered  into.  He  had  stated  on  the  first 
night  that  the  abrogation  of  the  Com  Laws 
had  been  proposed,  that  had  the  Govern- 
ment opened  the  ports  far  a  time  and  ad- 
mitted com  duty  free  to  provide  for  the 
threatened  famine,  that  the  Honao  wonld 
have  immediately  given  their  sanction  to 
a  Bill  of  Indemnity — and  that  the  people 
of  Bngland  would  have  said  they  were 
right  in  affording  relief  to  a  starving  popu- 
lation. Bis  hon.  Friend  had  stated  the 
aame  that  evening;  hut  he  had  also  stated 
hia  belief  that  the  proposition  then  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  ibr  Limerick,  if  car- 
ried Into  efTect,  would  ^°^  ^^  attended  with 
the  beneficial  results  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man anticipated.  Be  was  auro,  however, 
that  )n  the  course  of  tiie  debate,  the  great- 
est sympathy  had  been  erpressed  for  the 
people  of  Ireland  by  hon.  Members  on  both 
rides  of  the  Housei  and  that  they  were 
quite  ready  to  do  «ihat  they  could;  and  he 
believed,  ^so,  that  their  wish  waa  to  act 
speedily,  and  efi^t  something  that  wonld 
be  for  the  ultimate  benefit  of  Ireland,  and 
thereby  abolish  the  misery  which  so  often 
prevailed,  and  that,  he  said,  had  been  the 

fnrport  of  his  noble  Friend's  speech.  The 
rish  people  would  ^ways  find  them  acting 
with  sympathy  towards  Ireland,  and  as  far 
aa  poasible  improving  the  phyrical  condition 
of  the  poorer  orders  of  society.  With  re- 
gard to  ^at  had  beea  stated  about  the 
abolition  of  the  Com  Laws,  it  was  not 
then  the  time,  he  aaid,  to  enter  into  it; 
and  tiie  House  and  the  country  wonld  see, 
that  however  they  might  differ  on  that  or 
other  subjects,  Uiey  had  all  shown  the 
greateat  sympathy  for  the  Irish  people; 
and  that  they  were  prepared  to  ttftord  addi- 
tional relief  if  it  should  appear  necessary 
necessary  f]r  them  to  do  so. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  O'BRIEN  said,  per- 
haps he  might  be  allowed  to  fiak  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  if  he  was  prepared  to  give  an 
answer  a;  to  whether  he  could  accede  to 
the  proposition  he  had  made;  hut  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  yrat  not  prepared  to 
give  an  answer,  then,  he  (Mr.  O'Brien) 
would  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  tho  question  on 
Monday  night. 

Sir  R.  FEBL  :  Though  somewhat  b- 
distinctly  put,  I  ean  answer  the  queatiou 
at  once,  and  without  heaitation.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  wiahea  to  know  whether  I  am 
willing  to  snbstitoto  for  tiie  measnre  of  the 
Government,  leading  nltimatoly  to  the  utter 
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as  regards  Ireland.      1  aay  at  once  I   can 
consent  to  no  such  proposal. 

Mil.  DISRAELI  :  I  wish  to  su j  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  a  circumstance 
which  occurred  during  the  diacussion.  I 
cannot  help  noticing  an  observation  made 
use  of  bj  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport, 
relative  to  a  subject  which  at  any  time,  or 
in  any  place,  is  well  deserving  of  notice. 
I  therefore  thihk  1  may  be  permitted  to 
advert  to  it  in  a  few  words.  In  making 
^t  ohaerration  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
favoured  ub  with  a  definition,  which,  if 
public  men  were  to  indulge  in  very  often, 
might  be  considered  advantageous.  He 
did  more.  -  He  has  threatened  us  with  im- 
putations: he  has  held  up  to  us  ths  terrors 
of  popular  reprobation;  and  has  imitated 
the  conduct  of  many  great  examples  in  not 
shrinking  from  adding  a  definition  of  that 
with  which  he  has  menaced  us.  The  au- 
thority he  has  followed  is  familiar  to  aU  of 
us — even  its  locality  is  recollected — but  I 
can  inform  the  hon.  Member  that  the  street 
in  which  the  three  celebrated  individuals 
who  conceived  they  were  the  people  of  Eng- 
land lived  is  not  any  street  in  Stockport. 
We  are  told  by  tbe  hon.  Gentleman,  with- 
out the  slight^t  exception  or  modification, 
that  the  people  of  England  are  the  people 
who  live  in  the  towns,  and  that  definition 
was  loudly  cheered  by  one  Gentleman,  the 
expression  of  whose  opinion  or  of  whose 
feelings  must  always  make  a  great  im- 
pression on  this  House  and  throughout 
this  country.  1  say.  Sir,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  First  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
at  the  moment  that  the  bon.  Member  for 
Stockport  held  up  what  he  called  the  coun- 
try party  :  I  repeat  it — I  say  again  that 
the  First  Minister  of  the  Crown — at  a 
moment  when  the  country  party  was 
tlireatencd  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport  with  the  indignation  of  the  peo- 
ple, when  that  threat  was  followed  by  a 
neat  and  terse  definition  of  what  the  peo- 
ple are — namely,  that  they  are  the  persons 
who  live  in  towns  cheered  that  definition. 
[Cheert.]  Yes.  There  was  a  very  warm 
cheer  from  the  First  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  immediately  cheer- 
ad  that  expression.  The  circumstance 
struck  me  at  the  time;  for  it  came  from 
the  same  right  hon.  individual  who  was 
once  BO  proud  of  being  at  the  head  of  the 
gentlemen  of  England.  At  the  moment 
that  tbo  hou.  Member  for  Stockport,  in  a 
tone  of  menace,  threatened  the  country 


party  with  the  control  of  public  opinion, 
and  said  that  a  powerful  sentiment  of  in- 
dignation would  arise  among  the  people  of 
England  at  their  conduct,  in  the  most 
frank  and  open  spirit  he  gave  them  his 
definition  of  what  the  people  were,  as  being 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towns.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  cheered  that  sentiment — he 
accepted  that  definition.  [Sir  K.  ri:EL 
(emphatically):  I  totally  deny  It.]  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  means  to  say  that  any- 
thing I  have  said  is  false,  of  course  I  ceaso 
— I  sit  down. 

On  the  Question  being  put  from  tho 
Chair,  that  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  tlio 
Adjourned  Debate  on  tbe  Coercion  Bill 
should  be  read. 

Ma.  M.  O'CONNELL  said,  as  the  pre- 
sent discussion  had  lasted  so  long,  he  would 
move  that  the  House  should  adjourn. 

Mb.  W.  SMITH  O'BRIEN  rose  to  make 
a  personal  explanation  of  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  the  question  before  the  House.  Uo 
would  not  have  taken  the  liberty  of  tres- 
passing a  second  time  upon  the  House  if  it 
bad  not  been  for  the  insinuations  thrown 
out  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  as  to  tljo 
motives  which  had  actuated  him  and  his 
hon.  Friends  around  him.  He  begged  to 
assure  the  House  that  he  alone  was  respon- 
sible for  what  had  occurred.  On  his  arrival 
last  Saturday  the  Papers  relating  to  tlio 
distress  in  Ireland  struck  him  so  much, 
he  felt  BO  strongly  the  necessity  of  making 
provision  for  the  coming  danger,  that  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  write  a  letter  to  tlio 
noble  Member  for  Lyiin,  which  ho  would 
read  to  tbe  House  if  they  considered  it  de- 
sirable. As  to  the  motives  of  the  hon. 
Friends  around  him  (Mr.  O'Brien)  who 
had  co-operated  with  him,  he  could  only 
say  that  not  one  of  them  knew  of  his  in- 
tention to  write  till  the  letter  had  been 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE:  Sir.  I  really  think 
I  must  have  been  mistaken  in  my  bearing. 
I  beg  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  if  he 
said  that  an  assertion  made  by  an  hon. 
Member  of  this  House — the  hon.  Member 
for  Shrewsbury — was  folse? 

SiE  E.  PEEL :  Sir,  tbe  bon.  Member 
who  asked  me  that  question  must  have  been 
mistaken — totally  mistaken  in  his  hearing. 
I  never  used  tbe  word  false  in  reference  to 
any  assertion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  What 
1  Biud  was,  "I  totally  deny  it."  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Shrewsbury 
said  that  I  cheered  a  particular  expreseion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport — namely. 
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that  the  bhabitftnts  of  the  towns  had  s 
right  to  dictate  to  the  country  party,  and 
that  I  accepted  his  de6mtion  of  the  word 
"people."  I  aaid,  "I  totally  deny  it." 
The  hon.  Uember  who  ^ked  me  the  ques- 
tioQ  Bfud  his  helriDg  muet  have  been  erro- 
neous. It  was  bo;  for  he  eaid  I  used  the 
word  "  false"  in  reference  to  a  atatement 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Shrewsbury; 
eaid  nothing  of  the  kind.  But  when  he 
said  I  cheered  the  assertion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  that  the  people  of 
the  towns  had  a  right  to  dictate  to  the 
country  party,  I  said  I  totally  deny  it. 

Ur.  NEWDEQATE  :  I  beg  leave  to 
apologize  to  the  House.  1  was  entirely 
mistaken  as  to  what  had  fallea  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  But  I  beg — -as  he 
has  adverted  to  the  very  marked  denial  he 
hasgirento  the  assertion  of  the  hon.  Uem- 
ber for  Stockport — to  make  him  aware 
that  the  assertion  is  but  a  repetition  of  what 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  ashort  time 
ago  stated  in  a  meeting  at  Leeds  to  be  his 
impresBion  as  to  the  real  meaning  and  feel- 
ings of  the  right  ban.  Baronet. 

Mr.  BORTHWICK  wished  to  state  how 
the  case  stood.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Shrewsbury  made  an  assertion,  and  rqieat- 
ed  it.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  rose  and 
said,  "I  totally  deny  it."  The  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Shrewsbury  inuneiliBtely  said,  in 
language  which  could  not  he  misunderstood, 
"  If  the  right  hon.  Member  says  that  any- 
tbinglsaidis  false  I  cease,"  and  then  sat 
down.  He  regretted  exceedingly  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  did  not  then  take  that 
opportunity  of  explaining  what  he  meant. 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Shrewshury  had 
not  been  of  the  same  opinion  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Warwickshire,  would  be  not 
hare  arisen  again  and  continued  his  ad- 
dress f  Was  it  less  probable  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Shrewsbury  should  have  been 
mistaken  than  the  hon.  Member  for  War- 
wick, or  was  the  misapprehension  of  the 
former  of  less  importance  ^than  that  of  the 
latter  ?  Ho  thought  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net would,  on  consideration,  agree  with  hiro 
in  the  ofunion  he  had  expressed. 

Major  MACNAMARA  :  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  has  already  sufficiently 
erplained.  He  is  not  responsible  for  the 
cpeoch  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport, 
If  any  bon.  Uember  thinks  him  responsible 
for  it,  or  wish  any  explanation,  this  is  not 
the  place  to  coll  him  to  account. 

Lord  O.  BENTINCK  was  not  in  the 
Ilouse  when  the  hon.  Uember  for  Stock- 
port msde  his  speech;  but  he  understood 


an  impression  generally  prevailed  among 
those  hon.  Members  who  sat  around  hiu, 
that  the  right  h  on.  Baronet  at  the  head  of 
Uer  Majesty's  GoTemment  had  cheered 
the  particular  ohsorraUon  alluded  to.  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  so  cheered  these 
observations,  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Shrewsbury  would  have  been  perfectly 
justified  in  m^ng  any  inference  he  pleased 
on  the  right  bon.  Baronet  doing  so.  But  it 
was  possible  bis  hon.  Friend  had  been  mis- 
taken in  imagining  be  beard  a  cheer  ema< 
nata  Irom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Cer- 
tainly his  impression  was,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  cheered.  The  denial 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  must  be  taken  aa 
perfectly  satis&ctory;  and  be  was  quite 
sure  that  no  hon.  Member,  after  that  de- 
nial, could  beUeve  tiie  cheer  had  really 
been  given.  After  what  had  passed,  be 
trusted  there  would  be  an  end  to  any  feel- 
ing of  excitement  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  H.  HINDB  might  have  laboured 
under  a  wrong  impression,  bat  he  certainly 
noticed  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
cheered;  and,  noticing  that,  he  (Mr. 
Hinde)  was  about  to  protest  against  it,  to 
appeal  to  the  good  taste  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  to  ask  him  if  it  were  right 
or  proper  that  he  should  cheer  such  senti- 
ments as  those  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport.  He  bad  also  noticed — and  he 
might  be  mistaken — that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  been  cheering  some  time  be- 
fore, and  it  had  appeared  to  him  that  when 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  first  ceased  to  cheer 
it  was  not  at  the  expression  referred  to, 
but  at  the  succeeding  expression — to  the 
effect  that  the  feeling  out  of  doors  had  set- 
tled the  matter  long  ago.  He  had  never 
enterttuned  a  doubt  of  the  correctness  of 
his  observations,  and  now,  when  an  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  a  statement  to  the 
House,  under  an  erroneous  impression,  and 
bad  been  called  to  account  for  that  state- 
ment, those  who,  with  him,  had  entertained 
the  same  impression,  were  bound,  in  fair- 
ness, to  come  forward  and  state  the  fact, 
in  order  to  show  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  Rud  nothing  which  was  unreasonable 
or  extraordinary. 

Sir   J.    GRAHAM:    After  what  bas 

fallen  from  my  noble  Priend  the  Member 

for  Lynn  (Lord  G.  Bentinck),  it  is  very  in- 

[pedient,  and  quite  unnecessary,  to  pro* 

ng  a  discussion  on  this  personal  quarrel ; 

it  as  I  sat  next  to  my  right  hon.  Friend 

at  the  head  of  the  Government,  I  am,  I 

think,  more  competent  for  that  reason  than 

any  bon.  Gentleman  in  the  House  to  ex- 


1019 


State  of 


{C0UM0H3) 


trtkmd. 


1030 


preu  my  opinion  on  this  matter.  I  must, 
nowever,  bbj,  that  it  it  somewlut  hard  to  be 
called  OQ  to  aceaunt  for  any  particular  cheer 
<rf  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  I  myself  cheered 
warmlT  the  Terj  able  ipeech  made  by  the 
h<m.  Member  for  Stockport  on  this  parti- 
volar  occaiion;  I  agreed  with  mutj  of  the 
•entimentH  which  fbll  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemao;  aod  I  did  not  hesitate,  hj  cheer- 
ing, to  mark  mr  approbation.  I  certunly 
did  cheer,  and  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  Uie  head  of  the 
Ooremment  did  not  cheer,  the  declaration 
<rf  the  hon.  Hember,  that  whaterer  might 
bo  the  opinion  in  thii  Houte  with  respect  to 
the  pawing  of  the  meunro  for  the  freer  im- 
mrtation  of  com — whaterer  might  be  the 
intention  among  the  representAtires  of  the 
people^the  people  themselreB  had  settled 
the  qneition  long  ago.  I  cheered  that,  I 
agreed  with  it)  but  when  I  heard  it  I  did 
demur  to  the  definition  of  the  hon.  Hember 
for  Stockport,  that  the  inhabitants  of  towns 
eonititut^  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
^d  not  cheer  that  sentiment  i  I  differed 
from  it;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  my  right 
hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  GloTenunent 
abetaiaed  likewise  from  cheering  tiiat  sen- 
timent. I  trust  that  this  statement  will 
be  satisfactory  to  the  feelings  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Shrewsbury.  I 
can  positirelj  assure  him  that  he  is  in 
error  in  supposing  that  that  particolar  pas^ 
t^e  was  cheered  bj  my  right  hon.  Friend; 
he  labours  under  a  greater — a  much  greater 
misapprehension,  if  he  believes  that  my 
right  hon  Friend  used  any  term,  in  ei- 
putnation,  in  the  least  d^ree  inconsistent 
with  the  rules  of  the  House.  I  am  posi- 
tlre  that  the  word  "  false"  never  dropped 
from  my  right  hon.  Friend.  He  said  dis- 
tinctly, clearly,  and  not  in  a  manner  at  all 
offensive,  that  he  wholly  denied  what  had 
been  attributed  to  him.  The  statonent  of 
the  hon.  Hember  was  erroneous,  and  re- 

3uired  to  be  denied  in  terms  as  positive  as 
lose  used  by  mv  right  hon.  Friend.  I  am 
pwfectly  awate  now  inexpedient  it  always 
IB  needlessly  to  prolong  a  personal  discus- 
aion  of  this  kind)  but  I  hime  that,  for  the 
reasons  I  have  ^ven,  the  House  will  par- 
don my  having  made  ikeao  observations. 

Hr.  W.  MILBS  could  eorroborate  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Hember.  He  had 
been  most  attentive  to  the  q»eeeh  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport,  and  directly 
the  observati<His  fell  from  him  that  the  in- 
habitants  of  towns,  and  they  only,  were  the 
population,  he  (Hr.  Miles)  looked  towards 
A*  right  hw.  Baronet;  be  direoted  the 


observation  of  two  other  Gentlemen  to  th« 
same  quarter ;  and  they  had  certainlj 
thought  they  had  perceived  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cheering.  They  had  themselves 
cheered  ironically. 

Mr.  STUART  WOBTLBY  Had  sat 
exactly  half-way  between  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  and  the  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
heard  the  rwnark  of  the  hon.  Hember  for 
Stockport;  it  was  cheered  ironically  by  hia 
noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Lynn,  and  bj 
his  Friends  aronnd ;  but  the  right  lion. 
Baronet  did  not  cheer  it  at  all. 

Hr.  BROTHBRTON'S  impression  was. 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not  given  any 
approbation  to  the  definition  of  the  hon. 
Hember  for  Stockport,  that  the  towns  con- 
stituted the  people.  The  hon.  Member 
for  ShrewBburj,  with  his  actual  acuteness, 
goneroUy  managed  to  pervert  some  expres- 
sion, and  to  turn  it  against  the  right  hon. 
Baronet;  that  was  the  hon.  Member's 
cleremess;  but  on  this  oocaeion  it  was  » 
gross  perversion. 

Mr.  M.  CORBALLY  had  had  bis  eye. 
it  BO  happened,  upon  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, and  he'  did  not  observe  diat  he  had 
cheered. 

Sin.  R.  PEEL  :  I  totally  dissent  from 
the  principle  stated  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stockporf.  I  don  t  recognise,  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  towns,  any  sort  of 
right  to  dictate  to  the  people  of  this  conn- 
try.  And  why  should  I  cheer?  I  did  not 
cheer  that  particular  expression  refierred 
to. 

Mr.  COBDEN:  The  language  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Shrewsbury  attri- 
buted to  me  has  now  been  adopted  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  It  is  not  my  lan- 
guage. The  hon.  Hember  for  Shrews- 
bury states,  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
repeats,  that  I  said  the  inhabitants  of 
towns  would  dictate  to  the  country.  Now, 
that  was  not  my  expression.  1  said  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  woold  always  do 
BO ;  and  I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  this  conntrj 
live  in  towns.  I  do  not  wish  or  desire  that 
one  section  should  dictate  to  another ;  bat 
the  muority  will  govern  in  all  constitu- 
tional  States ;  and  the  majority  now  will 
be  found  in  towns. 

Mb.  DISRAELI:  I  need  not  say  I 
greatly  regret  to  trouble  the  House  witli 
this  subject.  I  never  anticipated  this  dis- 
cnssion  ;  but  as  it  has  so  unfortunatelr 
arisen,  perhaps  the  House  will  not  think  I 
am  arrogating  to  myself  anything  in  now 
intruding  for  a  few  nuMnenta,    1  dealiv 
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that,  M  ragards  the  right  htm.  GentlemaD, 
and  M  regsids  the  House,  there  should  be 
no  roiatake  as  to  what  was  mj  intentioa, 
what  were  mj  motives  or  my  expressions. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  made  a 
speech;  I  need  not  advert,  as  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  have  adverted,  to  any  particu- 
hir  expressions  in  that  speech;  and  there 
was  a  cheer.  An  hon.  Gentleman,  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House — I  need  not  bring  his 
name  forward — it  was  an  hon.  Qentleman 
who  has  since  addressed  the  House,  and 
who  frankly  and  honourably  admitted  that 
he  was  under  the  same  impression,  said, 
that  the  definition  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport  which  was  cheered,  was  cheered 
in  a  most  decided  manner  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  had  not  the  shghtest  doubt  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  made  no  mistake ; 
but  now  I  am  quite  convinced  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  cheer.  I  am  not 
speaking  in  conventional  language,  or  in 
the  mere  language  of  form;  I  say  I  am 
quite  sure  he  did  not  cheer.  But  I  would 
wish  the  House  to  understand  that — what- 
ever may  be  our  party  struggles,  br  what 
is  ciUlcd  personal  acrimony,  which  I  never 
did  feel,  that  is  tho  truth — 1  would  not  for 
a  moment  think  of  rising  to  take  advantage 
of  a  cheer,  and  to  make  a  chaise,  had  I 
the  slightest  doubt  about  the  matter.  The 
House  will  admit,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  admitted,  that  in  a  debate  of  this  kind 
nothing  could  be  more  fair  than  that,  if  t 
believed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
cheered  the  definition  to  which  allusion  has 
been  made,  I  should  seize  hold  of  that  and 
comment  upon  it.  I  am  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  seize  bold  of  it  him- 
self, bad  he  keen  in  my  place,  and  if  I, 
had  I  been  a  Minister,  had  cheered  such  a 
definition.  That  is  the  nature  of  a  Parlia- 
mentary debate;  and  certainly,  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  got  up  and  contra- 
dicted me  and  spoke  in  so  energetic  a  tone, 
I  thought  he  spoke  to  me  in  an  offensive 
manner.  On  refiection,  I  admit  that  I 
misapprehended  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  instance 
departed  from  his  usual  tactics;  he  seldom 
interposes  ;  he  generally  delays  speaking 
until  a  very  late  hour,  and  he  then  tabes 
advantage  of  any  mistake,  and  invariably 
pays  you  off  for  it.  And  I  was,  therefore, 
rather  surprised  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man rose  to  interrupt  mo.  I  assuredly  was 
under  the  impression,  and  I  did  think, 
far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  make  au 


offenaire  unpntaiion.  I  tiuok  if  any  hon> 
Gentleman,  utidw  the  same  circumstance** 
were  under  the  same  Impression,  he  would 
feel  it  impossible  to  go  on  addressing  th« 
House;  I,  diereibre,  eat  down  ;  it  was  a 
met^  matter,  then,  of  private  febhng,  of 
private  consideration,  and  I  tnist  that  it 

not  be  thought  I  said  or  did  anything 
offensive  to  the  House,  or  that  it  was  wrong 

)e  at  once  to  sit  down.  I  wish  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  House  to 
understtuid  that  I  did  not  make  that  charge 
under  a  mere  erroneous  impression  of  mj 

;  other  hon.  Gentlemen  fell  into  the 
same  error  ;  and  tfaey  have  admitted  this, 
I  also  wish  the  Hcuse  to  feel  and  to  agree 
with  me,  as  I  think  they  will,  that  if  I  was 
under  that  unpresiion,  it  was  permissible 
'  r  me  to  use  it  in  debate. 

Sib  R.  peel  :  I,  of  course,  take  for 
granted  that  there  is  an  end  of  all  unplea- 
sant feeling  in  this  mattw.  When  there  is 
a  cheer,  any  hon.  Gentleman  has  a  perfect 
right  to  advert  to  '.bat,  and  to  draw  an  in* 
ferencc.  But  the  hon.  Oentiemaa  will  re< 
collect  his  stateout  was,  that  I  not  only 
cheered,  but  that  1  accepted  the  definition. 
[Mb,  DisnAEu :  In  consequence  of  the 
cheer.]  Yes  ;  ani  then  I  rose  and  totally 
denied  it.  We  nere  both  under  an  er- 
roneous impression;  but  I  must  say,  that  if 
we  are  not  allowul  to  deny  an  ertY 
assertion  and  the  irferance  founded  oi 


Motion  for  adjouimient  withdrawn. 

PROTECTION   OF  LIFE    (IRELAND)— AD. 

JOURNED  DEBtTE  (FIFTH  NIGHT). 

The  Order  of  tb  Day  for  resuming  the 
Adjounied  Debate  being  read, 

Mb.  JOHK  O'CONNELL  said,  he  was 
sorry,  after  the  mcification  he  had  just 
witnessed,  that  it  nad  fallen  to  his  lot  to 
commence  the  wir  again.  He  had  in< 
tended  to  hare  tiken  part  in  the  debate 
which  had  arisen  on  the  question  of  bia 
hon.  Friend  the  Ifemher  for  Limerick;  but 
he  thought  it  wai  more  convenient  to  de- 
lay his  remarks  oi  the  topics  which  then 
arose  until  he  egularij  addressed  the 
House.  He  woui  not  dwell  long  on  the 
subjects  which  hal  been  touched  on  in  that 
debate.  They  mn  so  numerous  that  it 
was  difficult  to  tike  them  in  their  direct 
order.  One  subjict  which  was  mentioned 
with  ominous  froniency,  was  the  extensioii 
of  the  Poor  Law  n  Ireland.  He  had  been 
reminded,  during  the  progresB  of  the  »- 
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marls  of  hon.  Members  on  the  Poor  Law, 
of  a  sajing  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Cork,  in  1830,  when  he  first  start- 
«d  the  Repeal  queslian.  He  aaid  that 
**  the  hindlordB  would  have  to  choose  be- 
tween Repeal  and  the  Poor  Law."  The 
Undlorda  hod  scoffed  at  bis  warning,  and 
had  thereby  brought  on  themselvea,  and 
on  the  country,  the  heavy  infliction  of  the 
ever  increasing  and  grievous  poor  ral«. 
And  it  was  evident,  from  what  had  been 
seen  this  Session,  that  if  they  did  not  si 
^cmselves  and  apply  the  real  remedies 
the  evila  which  had  been  inflicted  on  that 
country,  they  would  shortly  have  forced 
upon  them  an  aggravated  form  of  those 
laws — nothing  short  of  the  confiscation  of 
all  property  in  Ireland.  It  was  a  cheap 
benevolence  that  instead  of  considering  the 
Opening  up  of  the  resources  of  Ireland, 
and  stimulating  her  indnstry  by  restoring 
and  freeing  the  healthy  sirciJatiou  of  capi- 
ta], would  urge  and  preis  for  the  doubtful 
and  perilous  experiment  of  an  extended 
system  of  poor  laws,  and  so  he  rid  of  the 
annoyance  of  Irish  dist:ess.  Why  shonld 
that  be  recklessly  essayed  in  impoverished 
Ireland,  which  had  faikd  in  wealthy  Eng- 
land  ?  The  fact  was,  tiat  poor  laws  had 
ever  been  and  ever  woild  be  a  failure 
any  and  every  country  irhcre  they  might 
he  tried.  To  work  well  they  required  two 
requisites  :  first,  that  s«me  means  should 
he  found  of  creating  moiey;  and,  secondly, 
that  angels  should  he  ftund  to  administer 
them.  It  was  idle  to  atempt  to  distribute 
other  people's  money  foi  them  better  than 
they  could  themseWes  and  worse  than 
idle  not  to  see  that  tie  expense  of  the 
machinery  inevitably  neessary  to  work  a 
measure  of  poor  laws  wth  any  thing  like 
efficiency,  and  to  preven  frauds  and  impo- 
sitions, would  and  muit  absorb  a  very 
large  proportion  of  th<  rate.  He  was 
grieved  to  hear  the  ton.  Member  for 
Stroud  use  arguments  it  farour  of  a  Poor 
Law  in  Ireland.  It  seoaed  as  if  he  hod 
not  read,  or  not  read  ri(bt,  the  history  of 
the  Poor  Law  in  this  contry,  or  the  short 
history  of  the  system  In  Ireland.  He 
■poke  of  the  Poor  Law  w  if  it  were  pro- 
ductive of  all  the  woaltl,  prosperity,  and 
strength  of  this  countrt  It  was  going 
rery  far  to  seek  a  cause  :or  them  in  a  law 
which  had  been  modified, and  adapted,  and 
as  he  might  say,  tinkeed  to  every  new 
system.  England's  pro^)erity  should  ra- 
ther be  traced  to  her  hasng  had  for  cen- 
turies the  care  and  moiagcmeot  of  her 
ovrn  affaire,  the  commasl  aud  means  of 
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development  of  her  own  resources;  and 
the  fullest  enjoyment  of  political,  commer- 
cial, and  manufacturing  Uberty.  These 
were  the  causes  and  means  of  her  pros- 
perity, and  not  her  continually  varying, 
and  continually  compliuned  of  Poor  Laws. 
Even  now,  in  England,  the  system  was 
not  settled.  It  was  a  fearful  experiment, 
therefore,  to  try  on  so  poor  and  distracted 
a  country  as  Ireland  a  system  like  the 
Poor  Law,  phich  had  never  been  found  to 
answer  in  this  country.  Many  persons 
who  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork,  had  been  hostile  to  him  in  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  Poor  Law;  and  one  by  one, 
dozen  by  dosen,  and  hundred  by  hundred, 
they  had  confessed  their  mistake,  andaaid 
he  wos  right.  There  had  been  an  almost 
nnchristian  way  of  speaking  of  the  charity 
of  the  poor  to  each  other  in  Ireland,  and  it 
was  said  to  be  unwise  to  permit  it.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Stroud,  in  particular, 
urged  the  saving  that  might  be  mode  in 
this  respect,  under  an  enlarged  system  of 
legal  relief.  Why,  bow  could  they  stop 
this  giving  ?  It  was  the  easiest  and  cheap- 
est for  the  peasant;  but  if  it  were  as  oner- 
ous as  it  was  easy,  the  thing  could  not  be 
stopped  until  you  could  root  their  natural 
and  mutual  compassion  out  of  their  hearts. 
And  above  all  things,  was  it  not  the  purest 
dreaming  to  think  that  you  could  realise 
in  money,  for  the  purposes  of  a  poor  rate, 
the  potatoes  given  this  way  at  the  door  by 
the  cottier  to  the  passing  beggar.  He  de- 
nied the  statement  which  had  been  made, 
that  the  able-bodied  Irish  peasant  was 
idle,  and  that  he  sent  out  Ms  wife  and 
children  to  beg  while  he  himself  lay  in  bed : 
if  the  wife  and  children  were  seeking  the 
assistance  of  their  neighbours,  their  natu- 
ral protector,  the  husband  and  father,  was 
gone  to  work  in  a  distant  port  of  his  own 
country,  or  had  come  across  to  this  coun- 
try, on  the  deck  of  a  staamer,  exposed  to 
the  wind  and  the  elements,  and,  after 
travelling  on  foot  many  miles,  was  working 
laboriously  to  earn  sufficient  money  to  take 
back  to  pay  bis  rent.  The  Poor  Laws  in 
Ireland  had  proved,  as  had  been  foretold, 
a  grand  mistake.  The  expensive  machi- 
nery for  their  administration  absorbed  an 
enormous  amount  of  that  revenue  which 
ought  to  be  applied  to  the  reUef  of  tho 
poor.  Such  was  the  result  of  the  limited 
Poor  Law  which  was  now  in  force.  Ire- 
land was  not  in  a  condition  to  receive 
such  a  Poor  Law  as  that  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stroud  (Mr.  P.  Scrope). 
If  relief  were  to  be  given  to  the  able-bodied 
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labouier,  wu  it  intended  to  pnt  him  upon 
on  equality  with  tbe  independent  labourer, 
who  even  now  struggled  to  earn  a  bare 
eubBiBteDoe  for  hia  family  and  himself;  if 
BO,  the  ratepayers  thcmselTes  would  disap- 

Eiar  from  Hxe  ranks  of  the  independent 
bonrers,  and  they  would  be  brought 
down  to  the  atate  of  those  they  were  colled 
upon  to  relieve.  To  make  the  conditji 
of  the  pauper  better  than  that  of  the  la- 
bourer, would,  of  course,  afford  a  stronger 
inducement  to  the  latter  to  sink  into  the 
Tanks  of  the  former.  To  make  the  condi- 
^on  leas  preferable  was  impOBsible ;  and 
this,  too,  diould  be  recollected  when  hon. 
Gentlemen  talked  of  making  the  unchari- 
table man  contribute  by  a  compulsory  poor 
rate.  They  might,  perhaps,  sucoeea  in 
screwing  something  out  of  the  hard-beorted, 
hut  they  caused  the  good  and  rcligioua  man 
to  be  doubly  taxed,  first,  by  their  rate,  and 
next,  by  his  own  charity  ;  for  be  did  not 
consider  that  a  compulBory  payment '" 
rated  him  from  the  great  Christian  obliga- 
tion of  almsgiving.  For  these  reasons 
he  should  always  oppose  not  only  the  ex- 
tension of  the  present  system,  bnt  its  per- 
manence. He  held  that  the  landlords  of 
Ireland,  having  tried  and  found  the  fiulure 
of  the  Poor  Laws,  must,  if  they  would  save 
their  property  from  ruin,  advocate  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Union,  as  affording  the  only 
means  of  renovatjug  the  resources  of  tbeir 
country.  He  protested  agunst  an  expres- 
sion which  had  been  used  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn,  It  had  been 
used  before  in  the  House,  and  been  before 
denied.  The  noble  Lord  attributed  to  those 
who  advocated  the  Repeal  of  the  Union  a 
desire  for  the  dismemberment  of  the  Em- 
pire. He  emphatically  denied  the  impu- 
tation, and  gave  warning  that  should  such 
a  charge  be  again  brought  forward  it  would 
he  repelled  in  a  manner  as  offensive  as  was 
the  charge  itself.  No  Member  had  a  right 
to  impugn  the  loyalty  of  another.  With 
reference  te  that  noble  Lord,  he  would  say, 
UtAl  he  could  not  join  in  the  expressions  of 
confidence  and  somewhat  of  eratitude  to- 
wards the  noble  Lord  which  baa  fallen  from 
a  few  of  the  Irish  Merabers  that  night. 
If  credit  was  to  be  given  te  the  noble  Lord 
for  the  readiness  with  which  he  had  ac- 
quiesced in  the  suggestion  aa  to  opening 
the  ports  of  Ireland  for  a  given  period  (if 
that  were  possible),  credit  must  also  be 
given  te  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  Qovemment  for  his  wish  and  en- 
deavour to  open  the  porta  of  both  countries 
hut  November.  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
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bronght  forward  this  unhappy  Coercion  BiU, 
he  also  propoaed  permanently  to  give  the 
people  of  Ireland  cheap  food :  if,  on  the 
one  hand,  he  offered  them  a  stone,  with 
the  other  he  sought  to  give  them  bread. 
But  the  noble  Lord  would  only  give  bread 
for  a  short  and  limited  time,  while  he  was 
pledged  te  give  the  Coercion  Bill.  The 
noble  Lord  did  the  Irish  Members  who  ad- 
vocated the  repeal  of  the  Com  Lawa  a 
great  injuatice  in  attributing  to  them  so 
haae  a  motive  as  te  suppose  that  they  sup- 
ported a  great  measure  which  would  effect 
a  social  revolution  in  the  country,  for  the 
sake  of  obtaining  a  side-wind  advantege  to 
another  great  measure— the  Repeal  of  the 
Union.  They  supported  the  proposition 
made  by  the  Government  for  ^ving  cheap 
food  to  the  people,  on  the  great  principle 
that  the  poor,  both  of  England  and  Ireland, 
must  be  fed.  He  believed  he  spoko  the 
sentimenta    of  every    Member   who   was 

fledged  to  the  Repeal  of  the  Union,  when 
e  stated  that  they  would  not  so  stain  their 
cause  as  te  he  guilty  of  the  crime  of  im- 

Sieding  the  cheapening  of  the  food  of  their 
ellow  creatures.  The  delay  of  that  mea- 
sure was  chargeable  upon  those  who  had 
the  power  of  facilitating  its  progress,  and 
not  upon  the  Repeal  Members,  who  at  pre- 
sent could  give  it  no  facility  without  as- 
sisting the  Coercion  Bill — which  they  be- 
lieved would  produce  unmitigated  evils,  and 
be  most  disastrous  to  the  country.  English 
Members  and  the  English  press  talked  to 
them  of  public  opinion.  The  very  language 
they  used  showed  that  those  hon.  Members 
had  no  regard  for  the  public  opinion  of  Ire- 
land; that  did  not  enter  into  their  consider- 
ation at  all.  If  the  two  countries  were  to 
goon  together,  under  an  united  Legislature 
— a  cumbrous  system — so  cumbrous  that 
it  muat  fall  to  pieces  of  itself — if  in  pro- 
gress of  time  the  Legislatures  were  not 
separated  by  voluntary  and  amicable  ar- 
rangement ;  it  was  quite  time  a  due  regard 
should  be  paid  to  the  public  opinion  of  Ire- 
land. The  Irish  Members  had  not  done  a 
single  act  or  spoken  one  word  on  this 
Coercion  Bill  that  was  not  in  strict  accord- 
with  public  opinion  in  Ireland,  and 
that  had  not  the  full  sanction  and  approba- 
tion of  their  fellow  countirmen.  Some 
English  Members  sud  they  had  a  right  to 
remonstrate  with  them,  becauae  they  had 
themselves  incurred  the  hostility  of  their 
English  constituente,  for  having  shown 
themselves  favourable  to  meaaurea  of  relief 
to  Ireland — the  Haynooth  grant,  and  other 
Did  not  this  support  the  asser- 
2  L 
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tion  of  tlic  Insh  MemberH  that  the  people 
of  Englaod  Were  not  cplighlened  enoagh, 
that  tho  press  of  England  would  not 
allow  them  to  become  enlightened  enough, 
as  to  the  real  state  of  Ireland  to  un- 
derstand its  case  ?  Did  it  not  show  that 
there  was  a  pcracTcrancc  in  hostility  to  it? 
As  to  tho  measure  before  the  Ilouae,  in 
opposing  it  they  were  not  merely  fighting 
their  own  battle,  but  that  of  England 
also.  They  were  fightuig  the  battle  of  the 
Constitution:  no  more  dangerous  precedent 
could  ho  estahllahed  than  a  continual  fa- 
cility given  to  a  Gotemment  to  auspend 
the  Constitution  whcuever  it  chose  to  apply 
for  that  facility.  It  was  not  felt  now,  be- 
cauBC  Ireland  only  wAb  affected  by  It ;  but 
it  might  hereafter  be  a  fatal  precedent  for 
England  in  tho  bonds  of  a  wicked  Hlnister. 
A  time  would  come  when  they  would  wont 
the  aid  of  Ireland— when  they  Would  feel 
its  weight  and  importance,  and  wish  they 
had  conciliated  bcr.  He  implored  the 
Ilouse  to  consider  these  things  in  time. 
The  Irish  Members  were  not  attempting  to 
excuse  the  horrid,  hideons,  and  execrable 
crimes  committed  in  Ireland;  but  they 
called  on  the  Government  to  Use  all  ^c 
powers  the  existing  law  gave  it,  which  it 
hod  not  yet  done,  to  the  utmost ;  and,^rt 
jMUtu,  to  introduce  measures  for  the  bcdefit 
of  the  country ;  and  then,  if  these  crimes 
continued,  they  pledged  themselves  to  give 
full  support  to  tne  Government  in  adopting 
this  or  even  a  more  stringent  Coercion 
Bill.  He  confessed  that  he  addressed  the 
House  with  a  great  depression  of  spirits, 
arising  from  the  sense  of  his  own  inability, 
and  from  the  disheartening  hopelessness  of 
any  remonstraDces  in  that  place  against 
sanctioning  this  new  measure  of  tyranny 
for  Ireland.  This  was  no  question — at 
least  he  did  not  look  upon  it  as  such^-of 
mere  coercion  for  a  particular  cmergcDcy. 
The  whole  question  of  international  rela- 
tions and  mutual  dealings  between  the  two 
countries  roust  come  immediately  under 
review.  He  said  this  because  they  had 
now  arrived  at  the  seventh  century  of  eon- 
neiion  between  the  two  countries— a  con- 
ne.xion  which,  however  felt  in  this  country, 
had  never  been  felt  in  Ireland  otherwise 
than  as  a  degrading  chain  which  eotcred 
into  the  souls  of  the  Irish  people.  From 
the  first  moment  of  tb^t  connexion,  it  had 
worked  nothing  but  evil,  misery,  and  op- 
pression, to  Ireland.  They  had  arriv^ 
too,  at  the  forty-sixth  year  of  the  Union, 
which  had  been  accomplished  without  their 
consent,  at  a  period  wAeii  the  Iiiih  nation 
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was  prostrate  fVom  the  effects  of  a  wOd, 
insane,  and  criminal  rebellion.  For  for^- 
six  years  England  had  possessed  the  con- 
trol of  all  legislation — it  had  enjoyed  the 
fullest  power  of  showing  its  snpcrior  wis- 
dom, goodness,  and  statesmanship  ;  and 
the  end  was,  that  in  Ireland  millions  and 
millions  had  fallen  into  the  most  hopeless 
state  of  patipcrism.  In  this  fact  there  was 
danger  to  both  countries.  The  minda  of 
the  English  people  were  so  occupied  with 
their  own  matters — and  properly  so— that 
they  forgot  what  Ireland  now  Was.  They 
still  tbou^t  that  Ireland  was  the  same 
miserable  mendicant  province  to  deal  with, 
As  she  was  at  tho  commencement  of  the 
century.  But  while  England  had  been 
dreammg  that  such  was  tho  cose,  Ireland 
had  silently,  but  fast,  been  growing  up 
mto  a  powerful  and  united  nation.  The 
people  were  handed  together  in  heart  and 
soul ;  one  sentiment  pervaded  them ;  they 
hod  the  closest  knowledge  of  their  own 
rights,  and  had  an  nnitea  and  firm  deter- 
mination to  redress  their  wrongs.  Their 
tempers  bod  been  tried  like  steel  in  the 
fire  of  affliction ;  they  had  shown  a  patience 
aod  self-control,  the  intensity  and  suhlimity 
of  which  oi^hl,  were  there  even  no  other 
symptoms  visible,  to  have  warned  the  ob- 
serving statesman  of  what  a  mighty  power 
w&s  growing  up.  Means  should  be  taken, 
while  yet  thete  was  time,  to  conciliate  to 
the  Empire  the  affections  of  such  a  people. 
Was  it  safe  to  rush  into  foreign  wars,  while 
Ireland,  thus  powerful,  was  discontented 
and  exa^rated  ?  There  was  no  disaffec- 
tion to  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  but 
the  deepest  and  most  reverential  affection; 
but  he  should  be  mocking  the  House  if  he 
said  otherwise  than  that  the  Irish  people 
were  utterly  disinclined  to  England,  from 
the  treatment  they  hod  received  from  her. 
Hence  it  was  for  the  interest  of  England — 
for  the  interest  of  the  whole  Empire — that 
a  change  of  poUcy  should  take  place ;  and 
that  at  least  some  attempt  should  be  made 
to  conciliate  the  Irish  people.  Their  part 
in  endeavouring  to  bring  aboat  that  change 
tho  Irish  Members  were  resolved  upon 
dobg,  and  were  doing,  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power ;  conscious  that  they  were  thua 
best  consulting  the  Imperial  interests.  No 
one  could  attribntc  it  to  any  yielding  or 
desire  on  their  part  of  making  any  com- 
promise of  opinion.  In  saving  that  while 
attached  and  devoted  with  uieir  hvcs  to 
the  caose  of  Repeal,  they  were  eqnollj 
strong  in  their  desire  to  preserve  the  con- 
nexion between  the  two  countriea  up«tt 
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fUr,  equitable,  and  just  temis;  but  iipon  no  advaDtagc 
other.  They  believed  that  such  a  con- 
nciioR  «onld  best  aldrnnce  both  coantriea 
to  that  fhll  meastire  Of  presperitj  which 
the  Almighty  might  hate  m  litore  for  them. 
Thej  beHeved  3iftt  not  only  would  their 
mutnal  interosts  be  adranccd,  bnt  that  Buch 
k  connexion  would  be  the  beat  for  the  uiii- 
Tersal  interests  of  toan;  koA  further,  they 
believed  that  the  two  countries,  firmly 
anited  by  a  real  and  just  Connciion,  would 
form  the  only  pennanent  harrier  to  that 
despotism  which  thteatoned  to  oTcrflow 
Europe,  It  did  not  require  any  great 
exertion  Of  atatestdaoliKe  sagacity  to  Dnder- 
Stand  that  the  combination  of  Austria, 
Russia,  and  Fmssia,  was  one  ominous  for 
human  Hberty.  It  did  not  require  the 
aeeounts  of  tho  atrocities  of  thb  Russian 
monster,  Nicholas,  the  murderer  of  chil- 
dren, the  dogger  And  torturer  of  the  help- 
less duns  of  Minsk,  to  wafn  us  to  resist 
the  spreading  of  the  System  bf  goybra- 
itient  under  which  the  ^etch  was  at 
Hberty  to  practise  these  and  &  ihoueand 
other  hldeons  oruelliefl.  Neither  were  the 
recltdls  Deeded  of  the  beiirtleaB  Cruel- 
ties of  Austria,  as  latest  exhibited  In  the 
inhomation  of  massacre  by  Uettemich  in 
Galicia;  Dor  of  the  base  aiid  dangerous 
practices  b^  which  the  t'russian  King  was 
xhematcty  deluding,  and  then  with  most 
ijisidtlng  mockery  rejecting  and  spuming 
the  supplications  of  his  people  for  a  consti- 
tution. Hone  of  these  recent  facts  were 
needed  to  confirm  the  people  of  these  coun- 
tries in  abhorrence  of  the  principles,  if 
principles  they  c&uld  be  called,  which  the 
thro6  Powers  he  had  aUoded  to  were 
endeavoaring  to  propagate  ftmong  Ibc  Go- 
Temments  of  Europe.  But  those  Powers 
would  he  too  formidable  for  Western  En- 
rope  if  in  the  latter  there  were  not  a  com- 
bination for  mutual  defence  and  support. 
England,  however,  could  not  bear  her  part; 
she  could  never  he  as  strong  as  she  might 
be  OH  long  as  Ireland  was  discontented. 
Let  her  but  eOHcUiata  trelaad;  let  botli 
countries  be  honnd  hand  fai  band  i 
ble  relationship,  and  they  would  present 
together  a  barrier  which  the  rest  of  the 
world  would  not  be  able  to  overeome. 
Widi  regard  to  this  onhappy  Bill,  how 
rnifortunate  were  thef  In  selecting  the 
time  to  biinff  it  forward.  At  a  time  when 
they  were  flushed  with  thdr  successes  in 
war,  when  they  were  about  te  confer  a 
substantial  benefit  on  England  by  repeal- 
ing the  Corn  Law — for  though  he  admit- 
ted that  it  would  benefit  Ireland  also.  Its 


felt  by  England — they  were  going  f 
lict  a  Coercion  BlQ  on  Irelandf  See  what 
;cflection  they  would  thereby  create  ii(  the 
trish  mind.  They  would  remind  the  Irish 
people  that  the  period  of  England's  pros- 
perity and  success  was  signalized  by  infiict- 
ing  oppression  on  Ireland;  and  that,  on 
the  o&er  hand,  when  England  was  in  £s> 
tress  and  difficulty,  advantages  and  conccs- 
"' —  were  obtained  by  Ireland.  That 
a  most  dangerous  consideration  to 
awaken  in  the  Diilids  of  the  Irish  people; 
whereas  their  efforts  should  be  directed  to 
the  blotting  out  from  their  minds  the  me- 
mory of  the  wrongs  and  imuries  she  suf- 
fered from  this  country.  Bj  holding  out 
the  olive  branch  they  might  condliate  the 
people  of  Ireland.  Never  was  there  any- 
thing easier  than  to  conciliate  them.  A. 
word,  a  promise,  the  sound  of  a  promise, 
would  conciliate  them  before  :  a  word,  a 
promise,  or  the  sound  of  a  promise,  woidd 
not  conciliate  £hem  now;  because  tbejr 
learned  from  experience  tluit  the  word  was 
not  kept,  that  the  promise  was  broken,  and 


{FifiA  NigM). 
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that  the  seund  of  a  promise  was  an  empty 
delusion.  £ut  by  some  deeds — a  few  d^^ 
— they  would  he  compensated  a  hnudred 
fold  in  gratitude  from  tbitt  people  whom 
they  made  to  hate  them,  and  who  never 
would  fear  them.  It  was  ungrateful,  for 
another  reason,  to  select  this  moment  for 
infiieting  oppression  on  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, when  so  many  of  the  rrish  people,  as 
miffht  he  seen  in  the  hst  of  the  slcun  in 
their  late  glorious  battles  in  India,  fell  in 
upholding  the  glory  and  renqwn  of  Eng- 
land. How  many  In  Ireland,  in  reading 
over  ^t  list  in  their  humble  hovels,  would 
have  to  deplore  and  mourn  over  the  loss 
of  a  father  or  brother  slain  in  achieving  the 
glory  of  England,  fie  was  much  struck 
with  an  article  on  this  particolar  subject 
which  appeared  in  the  Observer,  which  was 
spoken  m  as  being  a  Government  ^rgan. 
[The  hon.  Gentlconan  here  ouoted  the  ar- 
ticle, which  stated  that  the  Irish  soldiers, 
when  they  heard  of  the  distress  in  Ireland, 
subscribed  S40I.  to  relieve  it,  which  sum 
they  placed  in  the  hands  of  Sir  H.  Gough, 
himself  an  Irishman;  and  that,  having  £s- 
charged  this  duty,  they  went  into  the  battle 
with  hghter  spirits,  and  did  not  shrink  from 
the  penormance  of  their  doty  to  their  Sove- 
reign and  country.]  Yes,  they  went  and 
sacrificed  their  lives  for  the  glory  of  Eng- 
land, and  England  returned  a  Coercion 
Bill.  Tes,  they  went  to  the  fight  with 
"light  spirits;"  but  if,  at  the  n 
2L3 
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fore  the  battle,  it  was  wbispered  to  them, 
"  Ay,  go  and  shed  your  blood  for  Eag- 
land;  let  your  bones  whiten  on  the  pluns 
of  India  for  England's  glory;  but  know, 
at  the  same  time,  that  your  fathers  and 
brothers  are  sent  into  exile  bj  her  oppreB- 
tiion  and  tyranny,"  he  believed  that  even 
if  that  was  whispered  to  them,  they  would 
Btill  be  found  true;  but  how  nngrateful — 
how  bitterly  ungratefol— muat  it  not  make 
jour  conduct  appear !  And  when  the  rem- 
nant of  that  army  came  back,  what  ranet 
be  their  opinion  of  England,  and  of  the 
connexion  between  the  two  countries,  when 
they  fonnd  their  beartha  desolate — their 
relatives  carried  away  into  bondage,  while 
they  were  fighting  the  battles  of  England, 
because,  perEaps,  they  were  found  by  some 
gang  of  policemen  going  for  a  clergyman 
to  administer  the  last  offices  of  reli^oa  to 
their  wives -or  mothers.  He  knew  he 
would  be  told  that  those  were  reserved 
caaes,  and  that  persons  would  be  permitted 
to  go  on  such  errands.  How  little  did  they 
know  of  Ireland  when  tbey  talked  in  that 
manner — how  it  wasgoTcraed  in  detail  b; 
the  Irish  Administration.  Of  course,  it 
could  not  enter  into  the  intentions  of  that 
House,  or  into  the  breast  of  any  Christian 
man,  whose  prejudices  did  not  carry  liim 
away,  to  enact  otherwise  than  that  such 
errands  should  protect  the  individual  sent 
from  the  operation  of  this  Bill.  But  their 
intentions  would  be  set  at  nought  by  the 
Orange  subordinates  who  were  to  work  it 
out.  The  police  authorities,  who  were 
generally  most  vinilentiy  hostile  to  the 
people  at  Ireland,  would  bugh  and  scoff  at 
the  poor  wretch  when  he  would  make  that 
excuse.  He  would  be  in  their  hands,  and 
let  them  remember  promotion  was  f^ven  in 
Ireland  in  the  police  force  acco^ng  to 
the  number  of  men  that  were  brought  in. 
He  did  not  say  that  was  done  with  the  cog- 
nitance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir 
Robert  Peel),  for  he  thought  he  was  inca- 
pable of  allowing  it  if  he  were  conscious  of 
it;  but  the  people  of  Ireland  were  conscious 
of  it.  No  matter  whether  the  man  was 
innocent  or  not,  the  assertion  of  the  police- 
man was  taken,  who  thus  secured  his  own 
promotion,  or  perhaps  gratified  his  ranco- 
rous fechng.  They  might  not  believe  him, 
but  he  said,  if  this  fiiU  passed,  no  poor 
man  was  secnre  who  made  himself  ob- 
noxions  to  BOy  individual  police  constable. 
If  lie  did  not  acknowledge  him  as  his  mas- 
ter, he  would  not  be  safe  if  he  were  to  go 
out  on  the  mosit  legitimate  errand.  This 
statement  would  of  course  be  denied  and 
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controverted  in  that  House;  but  he  ap- 
pealed to  Members  at  his  side  of  t£e 
House,  if  their  experience  did  not  strictly 
bear  out  what  he  stated;  and  the  opiniona 
of  Irish  Members  on  that  subject  ought  to 
go  for  something.  The  opinion  of  the 
Irish  Members  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
given  on  a  subject  of  so  much  importance 
to  their  country.  And  these  were  their 
expectations  under  this  BilL  It  might  ap- 
pear that  he  dwelt  too  long  on  the  sahject 
of  the  danger  which  it  would  canse  to  the 
connexion  between  the  two  countries;  but 
he  could  assure  the  Hoose  that  the  impres- 
sion was  so  deeply  rooted  on  his  own  mind, 
that  they  were  leaning  on  the  brink  of  & 
precipice — that  they  were  not  awake  t* 
the  intensity  of  the  danger  which  they 
were  causing  to  the  connexion,  or  at  least 
to  the  international  peace  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, from  this  marked  attack  on  the  re- 
maining liberties  of  the  people,  and  which 
added  to  the  already  overflowing  cup  of 
bitterness,  might  have  the  most  serions 
effects,  that  he  felt  conscientiously  bonnd 
to  dwell  upon  the  subject,  even  at  the  risk 
of  appearing  tedious.  He  could  tell  them 
that  the  subject  of  Ireland  was  occupying  the 
attention  of  theirmihtary  men.  He  could  tell 
them  that  their  military  and  naval  men  were 
not  quite  so  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  de- 
fence of  Ireland  as  they  were  in  that  Honse. 
He  conld  tell  them  that  the  chances  of  dan- 
ger to  the  connexion  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  the  chances  of  danger  to  Eng- 
land in  a  war  from  Irish  discontent,  were 
coming  into  their  calculation.  He  might 
refer  to  the  pamphlet  of  the  Prince  de 
JoinriUe,  and  to  the  significant  silence  with. 
whioh  the  practicability  of  a  descent  on  the 
Irish  coast  was  regarded  elsewhere.  la 
the  last  number  of  the  United  Service 
Journal,  there  was  an  article  on  the  "  In- 
vamon  and  Defence  of  Great  Britain,"  in 
which  he  found  the  following  passagea  : — 

"  The  Miitb  sefment  of IreUod,  between  Gklway 
utd  Wat«ribrd, which  would  becomethc  theatre  of 
French  iiiTaiion.abotinded  with  eicellent  harl>oars 
.  .  .  .  within  a  lealiDeorthree  bandred  mile* 
(goiaeS.  mudW.  Bbont).    WUeribrd,  Cork,  Kin- 


Baj,  Gremtdun'a  Bay,  Ardbear  Harbour,  Ballina- 
keU  lUrbonr.  the  KiUeriee,  Gola  IiUod,  Lough 
Swillj,  and  Lough  Foyle,  besidei  minor  harbomm 

and  roada,  withoat  fortifieation In 

1796,  Hoche  cMsped  Iroia  Breit,  and  bj  the  ele- 
ment! alone  wa*  baffled  in  his  JDvaaian  of  Inland. 
Three  jean  after,  in  enite  of  our  blockade,  tli» 
French  fleet  got  out  of  Toulon,  captured  Malta, 
and  effected  a  landing  in  Egjft.     In  1805,a  sitnl- 
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which  they  would  be  sure  to  win  lie  Iridi 
people,  and  to  make  of  them  their  most 
conatant,  their  traeat,  and  their  firmest  of 
allies  !  It  was  with  these  coavictions  that 
he  had  delayed  bo  long  on  the  subject  of 
the  danger  which  he  felt  would  result  to 
the  connexion  between  the  two  countries 
from  this  measure.  It  was  then  the  duty 
of  the  Irish  representatjrea,  entertaining 
such  coDTictions,  to  oppose  this  Bill  from 
the  very  first,  feeling  (M  they  did  from  the 
dictates  of  their  consdences  Uiat  by  so 
doing  they  consulted  the  best  interests  of 
both  countries ;  and  was  it  not  hard  that  ia 
doing  so  they  should  he  accused  by  a  nohlo 
Member  on  that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  tbo 
House  with  creating  unnecessary  delay? 
The  reproach  of  a  Friend  had  always  a 
more  severe  effect  than  the  reproach  of  a 
foe ;  and  they,  therefore,  felt  most  Iteenly 
that  accusation,  coming  as  it  did  from  ono 
who,  when  in  office,  had  done  all  that  the 
limited  Parliamentary  power  of  his  party 
permitted  to  alleyiato  the  suffering  of  Ire- 
land, and  to  restore,  by  the  only  suro 
means,  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the 
QoTenunent  of  the  country.  The  reproach 
of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  (Lord  Morpeth) 
was  on  this  ground  most  severely  felt  by 
them,  and  the  more  so  because  they  knew 
that  it  was  undeserved.  They  felt  that 
their  opposition  to  this  Bill,  instead  of  being 
unnecessanr,  instead  of  being  unwarranted, 
and  instead  of  being  inexcusable,  was  most 
necessary,  most  warranted,  and  was  most 
strictly  their  duty.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
also  used  an  argument  which  he  was  sorry 
to  have  heard  emanating  from  him.  The 
noble  Lord  said  that  they  were  bound  in 
justice  to  the  Qovermnent  who  hod  brought 
in  the  measure  on  their  own  responsibility 
to  let  the  Bill  proceed  to  a  future  stage. 
Now,  he  could  understand  such  an  argu- 
ment if  addressed  in  support  of  a  more 
friendly  Government  j  but  he  confessed  he 
could  not  see  the  logic  of  it,  or  thestrengUi 
of  it  when  applied  to  the  Gentlemen  consti- 


So,  eveu  daring  the  last  war,  when  the 
naval  power  of  England  was  so  great,  they 
were  not  able  to  prevent  the  Prench  fleets 
from  leaving  their  ports;  but,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  the  facility  for  a  hostile  ar- 
mament doing  so  was  much  greater.  He 
believed  it  was  well  known  that  steamers 
did  not  require  so  great  a  number  of  sea- 
men as  sailing  vessels;  and,  therefore,  an 
invasion  of  Ireland  by  a  French  fleet  would 
be  far  more  practicable  now  than  in  the 
time  of  the  ust  war.  The  article  went 
on: — 

"  For  the  defeDoe  of  Great  Britun  and  IreUnd 
we  Doold  not  snuler  W.OOO  mea,  half  of  whicb 
•re  *i  preaent  required  to  keep  tba  populatioa  of 
the  latter  io  subjection.  Ireland,  with  ber  disaf- 
fected population — the  extent  and  Tuloeratiilitf  of 
her  maritime  frontier — the  total  absenca  of  in- 
terior defanoei — ia  at  onoe  our  weak  point ;  ]Uid 
in  Uie  event  of  a  war  would  become  one  of  tlu 
preliminBi7  objects  of  Fraooe.  We  have  at  this 
moment  of  profound  and  uniTeraal  paaoe  a  Urge 
army  in  that  aountr;  ;  bat  double  that  Ibroa  would 
!«  required  for  its  defence,  under  such  ■  oontin- 
genor,  oertain  as  it  would  bo  to  be  made  the 
theatre  of  a  powerful  French  divenioo.  It  should 
be  coDBtantlj  borne  in  mind  that  the  object  of  the 
FrVDch  is  not  to  ooaquer,  but  to  ruiu  England. 
When  Mauena  was  aaked  if  Napoleon's  wepara- 
tiouB  in  1804,  ware  for  the  ocnqueat  of  England, 
be  replied,  'JVMiDuii'y  wii9«ajiIt'i9UM)tfn(b- 

Whenever  they  spoke  of  the  chance  of  Ire- 
land in  case  of  war,  they  were  met  with  the 
argument — "  Oh,  we  are  strong  enough  to 
fi^t  the  worid  in  arms  agunst  ns,  and 
^ao  to  put  down  Ireland."  That  was  not 
a  very  Christian  boast.  It  was  not  a  very 
humane  boast,  but  atiU  it  might  be  the 
truth.  British  arms  bad  achieved  such 
wonders  &&t  it  was  hard  for  the  imagina- 
tion to  conceive  anything  that  they  could 
not  effect ;  but  it  should  be  recollected  that 
in  their  best  successes  hitherto,  they  had  the 
arm  of  Ireland  to  ud  them,  and  they  might 
not  have  that  aid  in  another  struggle.  But 
even  supposing  they  did  crash  another 
French  invasion  of  Ireland,  and  another 
Irish  insurrection,  in  what  state  of  impo- 
Terishment  would  their  success  leave  their 
own  countiy !  What  oceans  of  blood 
would  not  bo  shod  !  What  millions  of 
treoture  would  not  be  wasted  I  What 
ruin  to  their  manufactures— what  desola- 
tion to  commerce — what  destruction  to  the 
funded  Interests  of  this  country  wonld  not 
accrue  !  They  shoidd  weigh  these  matters 
well,  end  then  answer  him,  was  it  Worth 
while  to  run  the  chance  of  these  dangers, 
and  to  incur  the  guilt  of  the  blood  which 
would  be  so  causelessly  shed,  rather  than 
once  for  all  trying  those  genUor  means  by 


^r  Majesty's  present  advisers 
had  merited  any  confidence  from  any  party 
on  ocooimt  of  their  management  of  the 
affairs  of  Ireland.  He  thought  that  the 
fact  of  such  a  Goverranent  having  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  Bill,  was  an  aggravation 
of  the  BiU,  and  so  fat  from  thinking  that 
the  measure  should  be  allowed  any  advance 
because  of  the  men  from  whom  it  ema- 
nated, bis  convicUoa  was,  that  for  thisniY 
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cause  the  measure,  even  if  excnaable  nniler 
other  circumstances,  ought  not  to  bo  sup- 
ported, nisargumcntnas,  tnat  Her  Majes- 
ty's Ministers  did  not  merit  the  coufidcnco  of 
that  House,  or  of  the  eountry,  because  they 
had  grossly  mismanaged  the  aficurs  of  Irc- 
lani],  and  had  showri  themselTcs  not  to  be 
friends  to  the  true  interests  of  the  Irish 
people.  He  felt  it  to  bo  his  duty  to  enter 
into  some  detail  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
and  he  would  begin  with  the  noble  Lord  by 
whom  it  was  reported  in  the  newspapers 
the  Bill  had  been  introduced.  He  merely 
Bpoko  of  a  speech  published  in  tho  news- 
papers, and  whether  that  speech  had  been 
uttered  or  not,  it  was  not  his  business  to 
inquire.      It  was  stated  in  the   newspa- 

Cm  that  the  Earl  of  St.  Germans,  the 
te  Secretary  for  Ireland,  was  the  intro- 
ducer sjidspouBorof  this  Bill;  and  he  would 
object  to  it,  if  for  no  Other  reason  than  that 
it  had  been  introduced  by  that  noble  Lord. 
He  recollected  well,  before  tho  present  Ail- 
ministration  came  into  power,  what  praises 
were  given  to  that  noole  Lord.  He  was 
stated  to  be  a  man  of  moderate  opinions  in 

nlitica  ;  but  in  Ireland  they  unfortunately 
cw  too  well  what  moderate  politico 
opinions  meant.  In  tho  speech  of  that 
noble  Lord,  on  his  election  for  Cornwall, 
af^r  his  appointment  as  Chief  Secretory 
for  Ireland,  ho  spoke  in  these  terms  ; — 

■'  Ho  knew  that  the  poUcj  of  Sir  Robert  Peel 
in  Ireland  would  be  ■  >ound  and  a  wi«a  odo  ;  that 
it  WDold  be  dictated  in  a  apirit  ofpeacs  and  coaci- 
liation — that  he  would  itudf  to  promote  the  inter- 
eiti  of  Ireland,  bj  dcTelaping  its  reaoureea  mbA 
improTinc  tlie  condition  of  the  people  ;  and  that 
ho  would  legiiUto  far  Ireland  in  a  manner  that 
would  combino  wisdom  with  moderation.  The 
Government  would  pay  court  to  no  part;.  It  would 
endeaTour  to  do  justioo  to  all.  It  would  not  b* 
the  Goreniment  t^  a  partr,  hut  of  the  entire  Irilb 
people ;  and  ho  tniited,  b;  the  meuureg  that 
would  bo  adopted,  it  would  not  onlj  docrre,  but 
obtain  their  confidence  and  good  will." 
And  yet  after  such  language  they  had  hi 
here  introducing  a  Bill,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  trample  on  the  few  remaining  liber- 
ties of  the  Irish  people.  Now  this  noble 
Lord,  who  went  to  Ireland  with  this  stamp 
•  of  moderation,  with  the  title  of  on  honour- 
able man — -this  noble  Lord,  for  whose  ap- 
pointment the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
was  complimented  by  tiie  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  tho  city  of  London,  went  to 
Ireland;  and  what  was  his  first  act  there  ? 
An  election  came  on  there — the  election 
of  one  of  the  hon.  Members  for  the  city  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  Gregory).  A  gross  injustice 
was  inflicted  on  the  citizens  of  Dublin  by 
the  sheriff,  who  was  in  the  interest  of  the 


fag  end  pf  the  old  corporation,  and  ivho  had 
appointed  some  wretched  creature  of  his 

ne  of  the  largest  booths  of  tho  city. 

I  creature  toot  care  to  throw  every 
possiblo  obstacle  in  the  way  of  tho  votes 
for  tho  noble  Lord  the  present  Member  for 
tho  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire.  Great 
complaints  were  mode  by  the  friends  of  the 
Liberal  candidate  at  such  conduct  being 
permitted.  An  (appeal  was  made  to  Lord 
St.  Germans.  They  applied  to  his  modera- 
tion— to  his  candour — tnev  told  him  how  a 
large  proportion  of  the  electors  of  Dublin 
were  being  robbed  of  their  franchise,  and 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  voting.  But 
what  did  he  do  ?  He  gave  no  oatiBfaction 
whatever,  and  when  he  found  himself 
closely  pushed,  he  threw  the  correspond- 
ence aside,  and  went  to  England,  leaving 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  (he  present  So- 
licitor General,  Mr.  Brewster,  wnose  known 
Orangeism  left  the  Hberal  party  no  hope. 
Such  was  the  first  act  of  the  moderate 
man.  Tho  moderate  man  went  back  to 
Ireland ;  and  it  was  useless  to  tell  hiin 
(Mr.  Jdm  O'Connell)  that  he  was  not  the 
prime  mover  of  what  afterwards  occurred  ; 
for,  by' retaining  office,  ho  made  himself 
responsible  for  it.  ^e  was  a  party  to  the 
appointment  on  the  Bench,  and  to  ever; 
pQseihle  situation,  of  men  who  though  dis- 
tinguished aa  lawyers  and  wen  of  talents, 
were  virulently  and  bitterly  opposed  to  the 
demands,  wishes,  and  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland.  Again,  this  moderate  man 
was  a  consenting  party  to  the  diamissal  of 
five  or  six  stipendiary  magistrates,  for  no 
other  appcrent  cause  than  that,  being  Whig 
appointments,  they  wore  men  who  were 
beginning  to  inspire  the  people  with  some 
confidence  in  the  administration  of  tbo 
laws.  With  Lord  St.  Germans'  sanction 
too,  a  large  number  of  the  unpaid  magis- 
tracy, men  of  rank  and  station,  and  most 
unimpeachable  character,  wero  summarily 
dismissed  from  the  Bench,  because  of  not 
being  partisans  and  satellites  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Further  he  took  his  share  of 
tho  credit  to  attach  to  the  ungrammatical 
and  unconstitutional  documents  and  procla- 
mations with  which  the  Lord  Chiutcellor 
and  tho  Irish  Government  favoured  the 
people  in  tho  year  1843.  He  was  a  party 
— thb  moderate  man— to  that  which,  if  it 
were  not  a  meditated  measure,  was  as  near 
to  it  as  it  could  be  without  the  massacre 
occurring — a  raassacro  tho  escape  from 
which  was  owing  entirely  to  the  exertiooB 
of  tho  popular  party  in  Ireland.  That  sub- 
ject had  not  bwu  OS  yet  taken  up  oa  it  should 
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be.  It  was  not  to  be  passed  over  and  for- 
gotten. The  people  of  Ireland  wero  ex- 
posed to  a,  danger  unequalled,  if  not  in  cold- 
blooded crueltjr,  at  least  Id  cold-blooded 
bcedlesaness.  Tbe  GorcrnmcDt  hod  al- 
lowed the  monster  meetings  to  go  on 
throughout  the  wliolo  of  1S43  witliout  aof 
check,  because  the  people  gave  no  cause 
for  interfering.  At  lengtn,  just  at  the  ycrj 
close  of  these  meetings,  the  Privy  Council 
met.  The;  asseinbled  on  a  Friday,  and 
agreed  to  a,  proclamation  against  an  in- 
tended meeting  to  be  held  on  tlio  Sunday 
after  at  Clontarf.  and  which  had  beeo  ad- 
vertised for  weela  before.  They  knew 
that  multitudes  would  come  from  all  parta 
of  Ireland,  as  well  as  from  Liverpool  and 
Manchester,  and  yet  they  took  no  steps 
heforo  then.  But  even  on  Friday  they  did 
not  isane  their  proclamation.  They  with- 
held it  until  the  foQewiug  day,  and  even 
then  the  Irish  Government  and  this  mode- 
rate man  did  not  issue  it  until  dusk  in  the 
evening.  When  this  moderate  man  waa 
accused  of  the  danger  to  which  the  people 
hod  been  subjected  by  this  delay,  and 
when  the  Liberal  party  at  the  Com  £i- 
cbange  alone  saved  them  from  boing  ei- 
poaed  to  a  massacre,  bis  reply  was,  thqt 
the  delay  was  required,  he  thought,  he 
said,  by  the  spelling,  but,  at  any  rate,  by 
ihe  writing  of  the  proclamation.  Now, 
could  anything  be  more  full  of  mockery 
&an  such  a  preteit,  when  the  lives  of 
thousands  were  at  stake,  aud  where,,  if 
tho  meeting  had  assembled,  a  riot  got  up 
by  any  of  the  informers  still  employed 
about  the  Castle  of  Dublin  would  hare 
been  a  sufficient  pretext  to  order  the  troops 
to  fire  i  Until  this  matter  was  cleared  up, 
the  guilt  of  blood,  or  of  incurring  tbo  risk 
of  shedding  blood,  would  rest  on  those  who 
were  parties  to  the  proclamation .  If  there 
wero  men  in  the  Council  who  advised  that 
the  proclamation  should  he  deliberately 
withheld  until  it  would  he  too  late  to  pre- 
vent the  meeting,  tbe  noble  lord  ought  not 
to  have  been  a  party  to  so  fearful  a  risk. 
The  noble  Lord  was  also  a  party  to  the 
reappointment  to  the  magistracy  of  Mr. 
Nixon  of  Fermanagh,  who  had  outraged 
the  feelings  of  the  CatboUcs  of  Ireland  by 
insultiug  their  religion  with  a  piece  of  low 
Orange  ribaldry,  as  well  as  of  other  magi- 
strates, whose  unfitness  (or  their  position 
was  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  since  been  compelled  to  remove 
their  names  from  the  commissioo.  The 
noble  Lord  was  also  a  party  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  tbo  Earl  of  Lucan  to  the  Lord 


Lieutenancy  of  Mayo,  immediately  after 
lio  had  offered  a  gross  insult  to  a  hencli  of 
Irish  magistrates.  The  Earl  of  Lucan  had 
also  refused  a  grant  to  the  Sistors  of  Cha- 
rily— a  class  regarded  with  respect  and  es- 
teem by  persons  of  all  religious  creeds — a 
site  for  a  couTeot  in  the  (own  of  Castlebar. 
Such  a  request  had  not  been  refused  ip 
any  other  part  of  Ireland  ;  and  even  Pro- 
testants, who  were  most  determined  op- 
ponents of  Catholicism,  had  cheerfully  sub- 
scribed to  the  support  of  these  eatablish- 
mentfl.  The  Earl  of  Lucan  was,  however, 
immediately  rewarded  for  bis  conduct  by 
an  appointment  to  the  Lord  Lieutcuancy; 
and  in  this  appointment  the  noble  Lord  who 
was  then  Secretary  for  Ireland  acquiesced. 
That  noble  Lord  [the  Earl  of  Saint  Ger- 
mans), therefore,  if  not  a  prime  mover  in 
those  manifestations  of  hostility  to  the 
Irish  people,  was  at  least  particepi  crt- 
minii.  He  distinguished  nimseu  aaaia 
with  reference  to  the  monstrous  evictiomi 
on  the  Qerrard  property.  Although  that 
noble  Lord  could  be  eloquent  in  expatiating  , 
on  the  crimes  of  the  Irish  peasantry,  he 

{asscd  very  lightly  over  the  crimes  of  the 
rish  landlords.  The  noble  Earl,  when  al- 
luding to  the  Gerrard  case,  said,  (bat  though 
he  must  deplore  such  occurrences,  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  interfere.  Of  course, 
the  Government  could  not  interfere  so  long 
as  the  present  law  remained  on  the  Sta- 
tute-book ;  but  they  could  interfcro  by  in- 
troducing measures  for  the  protection  of 
the  Irish  tenantry,  by  giving  an  assurance 
that  the  landlord  should  not  be  allowed  to 
abuse  those  rights  of  property  which  were 
vested  in  him  by  law.  Th^  conduct  of 
the  Members  of  the  Government  in  that 
Ilouse  was  not  such  as  to  justify  tbo  House 
in  giving  them  its  support  in  such  a  mea- 
sure.  The  right  hon.  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department,  if  he  had  not  redeemed 
his  former  deeds,  had,  at  any  rate,  ex- 

Ercssed  his  regret  at  the  language  which 
e  had  formerly  used  towards  Ireland,  and 
with  apparent  sincerity  had  promiaod  mea. 
sures  for  the  good  of  Ireland,  and  had  said, 
that  for  the  future  the  Irish  should  be  le- 
gislated for  with  reference  to  Irish  views 
and  feelings  ;  but  he  was  contravening  bis 
expressed  opinion  by  the  support  he  gave 
to  the  measure.  But  the  recollection  of 
his  conduct  while  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  bitterly  remained  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  Ireland.  However,  tbej 
wero  ready  to  grasp  even  at  a  straw  ;  and 
now  they  called  upon  him  and  implored  of 
him  to  show  by  ^ective  acta  that  he  was 
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sincere  in  his  repentance  ;  and  that  he  ad- 
hered !□  fact  as  well  as  words  to  a  new  line 
of  policy.  As  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  he  had  not  made  the  eame  de- 
clarations. It  might  be  from  a  difference 
of  temperament ;  but  whatever  it  was,  the 
effect  was  unfortunate,  as  thereby  there 
was  nothing  to  turn  the  minds  of  the  Irish 
people  from  a  bitter  review  of  that  right 
noa.  Gentleman's  consistent  hostility  of 
conduct.  When  he  commenced  his  Secre- 
taryship in  Ireland,  he  set  about  a  most 
unjust  and  tyrannical  prosecution  of  the 
press  ;  and  during  hia  holding  that  office, 
the  Orange  system  gained  the  greatest  in- 
fluence, which  was  attributed  to  him.  But 
he  {Mr.  J.  O'Connell)  did  not  charge  him 
with  it.  because  he  had  not  facts  before 
him  on  which  he  could  estabUsh  such  a 
case.  He  believed,  however,  when  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, the  system  was  established  under 
which  almost  every  young  Protestant  gen- 
tleman in  that  country,  immediately  on  his 
coming  of  age,  was  induced  to  be  sworn  in 
an  Orangeman.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  shown  a  strong  sympathy  for  that  class 
on  several  occasions,  and  had  tallied  of 
their  superabounding  in  loyalty;  but,  at  any 
rat«,  while  in  Ireland,  he  was  always  con- 
nected with  them.  He  was  strictly  mixed 
up  also  with  the  unhappy  Castlereagh, 
tae  bigot  Sidmouth,  and  the  bigot  Eldon, 
and  other  enemies  of  Ireland,  and  gave 
bis  constant  support  to  them.  He  also 
for  a  long  series  of  years  had  opposed  all 
concessions  to  the  Catholics,  and  never 
gave  way  until  the  force  of  circumstances 
compelled  him  to  do  so ;  and  then  he  said 
that'  his  feelings  and  convictions  were 
against  it,  and  clogged  the  measure  with 
the  most  offeusive  and  obnoxious  restric' 
tions.  Such  conduct  could  not  but  have 
its  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. No  one  could  forget  bis  conduct 
while  in  opposition.  In  the  year  1833, 
when  the  Whigs  proposed  their  Coercion 
Bill,  it  was  he  who  cheered  them  on — it 
was  he  who  made  speeches  in  favour  of  the 
measure,  exciting  passion  and  prejudice, 
raking  from  their  obscurity  tales  of  bygone 
outrage,  which  he  detailed  with  admirable 
dramatic  effect,  highly  wrought  theatrical 
gesture,  and  a  well-assumed  display  of  in- 
tensity of  feeling,  all  admirably  calculated 
to  produce  their  effect  upon  the  feelings  of 
the  Parhament.  Since  that  time,  every 
measure  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland 
had  received  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  oppo- 
sition.    A  miserable  corporate  reform  bill 


had  been  mutilated  by  biro  and  by  his  party. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  cheered  or  a  no- 
ble Lord  who  had  gone  to  another  place- 
be  meant  Lord  Stanley — in  his  gross  and 
infamous  attoclc  on  the  political  rig;'h.tB  <^ 
the  Irish  electorate.  He  it  was  who  de- 
scribed the  Bill  of  that  noble  Lord  ue  » 
measure  "  absolutely  necessary  and  indis- 
pensable," and  yet  who  was  the  first,  when 
it  had  answered  the  end  of  annoying  the 
then  Whig  Administration,  to  throw  it  OTor- 
board  as  wholly  unnecessary,  and  as  a  BiO 
most  easily  to  be  dispensed  with.  The 
people  of  Ireland  could  not,  then,  but  re- 
member the  wrongs  they  bad  recuved  from 
the  right  hon.  Baronet ;  and  his  conduct 
respecting  that  Bill  revived  the  recollection 
of  those  wrongs  with  fresh  and  greatly  in- 
creased bitterness.  Ills  countrymen  knew 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  while  Janus- 
like  smiling  on  them  with  imwonted  libe- 
rality in  that  House,  yet  in  Ireland  iras 
exercising,  through  his  agents,  coercive 
tyraimy,  despotism,  and  injustice,  never, 
he  believed,  to  be  forgotten.  When  these, 
then,  were  the  men  to  administer  this  Bill- 
men  who  were  guilty  themselves,  in  their 
own  acts,  but  still  more  so  by  the  license 
they  had  given  their  reckless  and  malignant 
Bubordiuates  in  Ireland — was  it  too  much  to 
say  that,  setting  aside  all  points  of  detail, 
the  very  fact  of  this  Government  being  in 
office  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  spuming 
this  most  injurious  measure  ?  But  let  the 
House  seriously  consider  well  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  measure.  Where  was  the 
necessity  for  it — where  was  it  proved  to  be 
required?  Had  the  powers  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  been  fw-ly  tested  and  found  to  be  of 
none  effect?  If  they  had,  he  for  one, 
viewing  with  disgust  the  hideous  crimes 
which  a  small  portion  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land were  in  the  habit  of  committing,  should 
have  felt  it  is  his  duty  to  offer  no  opposi- 
tion. But  he  most  distinctly  and  utterly 
denied  that  the  Oovemment  had  used  sudb 
powers.  They  possessed  the  great  power 
of  issuing  a  Special  Commission.  Thej 
had  only  tried  the  effect  of  that  power  in  the 
single  case  of  Bryan  Seery.  In  that  case, 
if  the  Commission  did  not  overshoot  the 
mark,  as  some  suppose,  they  certainly  did 
not  fall  short  of  it.  The  Government  got 
a  conviction,  and  they  executed  their  man; 
what  more  did  they  want?  He  would  not 
say  that  in  that  case  an  innocent  man  had 
paid  the  atonement  (though  there  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  strong  feeling  on  that  point 
in  Ireland),  but  he  mentioned  it  to  show 
that,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  culprit  had  in 
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this  ease  Buffered  the  extreme  penalty  of 
the  Uw.  The  Oovemment,  no  doubt,  would 
declare  that  the  "Special  CommiHHion  " 
had  in  this  cane  "  succeeded."  Why,  then, 
£d  they  forego  that  power  ?  On  account 
of  the  expense  or  the  trouble?  Those, 
anrely,  were  not  considerations  which  should 
be  allowed  to  weigh  agiunst  so  grave  and 
periloOB  a  step  as  a  suspension  of  the 
Constitution.  The  fact  was,  that  in  the 
present  case  they  had  not  tried  their  pow- 
ers ;  and  until  they  had  Fairly  tried  them, 
and  found  them  to  fail,  the  Goremment 
could  Bcarcely  demand  to  be  invested  with 
a  new  and  more  despotic  authority.  But 
licsideB  this  power,  they  had  the  provisions 
of  the  Whiteboy  Acts  to  put  in  force.  It 
was,  therefore,  most  unwarrantable,  if  not 
criminal,  towards  that  country  to  endea- 
vour to  get  these  unconstitutional  powers. 
He  beUeved  that  this  measure  hail  been 
suggested  by  the  undertaker  party  in  Ire- 
land, which  had  been  so  long  the  bane  to 
that  country;  but  he  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  better  portion  of  that  party  were  shaking 
off  connexien  with  it,  and  did  not  longer 
look  merely  to  ascendancy.  Such  persons 
as  the  present  Irish  Solicitor  General  were 
opposed  to  all  concessions  to  the  Irish  peo- 
ple, and  in  their  hearts  distrusted  t^e  nght 
hon.  Baronet,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
were  making  a  tool  of  bim.  The  GoTem- 
ment  had  not  touched  the  causes  of  crime. 
They  had  passed  them  entirely  over.  He 
would  ask  the  House  what  those  causes 
were?  It  would  be  his  duty  to  enter  into 
an  explanation  of  them,  not  in  his  own 
words,  but  in  the  words  of  the  records  of 
the  House  of  Commons  itself.  The  out- 
rages which  were  alleged  as  the  justifica- 
tions of  the  Coercion  Bill,  had  their  origin 
directly  in  the  unfortunate  state  of  the  law 
aa  between  landlord  and  tenant.  Outrage 
on  the  part  of  the  landlord  begot  outrage 
in  the  tenant,  until,  in  one  word,  there 
was  nothing  less  than  the  relationship  of 
murder  between  them.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber quoted,  from  the  Appendix  to  Lord 
Devon's  Report,  the  number  of  ejectments 
within  the  period  of  five  years,  amounting 
to  nearly  35,000— an  aggregate  of  evil 
and  misery  which  must  necessarily  produce 
the  Tery  worst  feelings.  Chief  Justice  Pen- 
nefathcr,  dehvcring  judgment  in  "Delapp 
V.  Leonard,"  in  1843,  said — 

"  The  whole  codo  relating  to  landlord  and  ten- 
nnt  in  this  coantrj  una  frameil  with  a  view  to 
the  intereslt  of  ttio  landlord  alono,  aai  to  enibrco 
the  payment  of  tho  rent  by  the  tci 
tcrcat  of  tho  tenants  never  entered 
(cmplatioii  of  tho  Legislature." 
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detailing  the  several  statutes  relating  to 
the  occupation  of  land,  from  Ilth  Anne  to 
the  Civil  Bill  Ejectment  Acts,  said — 

These  aUtutes  are  all  slatulcs  bcneScial  to 
the  luidlord,  enlarging  the  remedy  he  had  at  com- 
mon law.  and  giving  him  additional  pawen,  either 
to  obtain  hia  rent,  or,  in  defanlt,  to  obtain  pOBBea- 
of  the  land."  "  The  civil  bill  ejcotment  sfs- 
I  conttder  more  sdrantageous  to  tho  landlord 
than   the  tenant  :    it  gives  greater  faciliCiOB  and 

lummary  power  to  the  landlord." 
Mr.  Blacker,  a  barrister  under  the  Insur- 
rection Act,  said,  before  the  Lords'  Com- 
14 — "  The  primary  cause  of 
the  disorders  in  Ireland  is,  tho  distressed 
condition  of  the  people."  Mr.  Serjeant 
Lloyd,  speaking  of  disturbances  in  the 
county  Kilkenny,  said  that  thoy  were  pro- 
duced by  a  combination  to  prevent  the  dis- 
possession of  old  teuants  and  the  admission 
of  new.  Major  General  Bourke,  before  the 
Lords'  Committee,  in  1825,  stated  as  the 
causes  of  disturbance,  "oppressive  mea- 
sures adopted  towards  the  tenantry,  and 
the  pressure  of  distress."  Other  witnesses 
added  as  causes,  tho  absence  or  non-resi- 
dence of  landlords,  and  the  tenants  being 
harassed  about  their  votes  ;  and  all  agreed 
there  was  no  political  object  in  the  pea- 
sants' outrages.  To  turn  now  to  the  tes- 
timony of  an  Englishman — one  of  that  fa- 
voured nation  (as  had  been  well  said  during 
the  evening}  whose  opinions  would  be  more 
respected  than  those  of  an  Irishman,  the 
Irishman  being  the  only  man  who  was  held 
to  be  unable  either  to  pronounce  an  opin- 
ion, or  to  hold  an  office,  or  to  be  entrusted 
with  power  in  his  own  country — Mr.  Wig- 
gins,  an  Englishman,  who  had  been  a  land 
agent  for  thirty  years,  managing  most  ex- 
tensive estates  in  Ireland,  and  most  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  country,  hut 
no  friend  to  Repealers,  said,  before  the 
•  "  inmittee,  in  1830— 


•'  The  tenantry  are  in  a  low  state  of  Boriiige  ; 
their  condition  ia  abject,  their  treatment  hauglity, 
their  dirtance  from  intereonrie  with  the  lords  of 
the  soil  immense;  they  are  handed  over  to  the  ten- 
der meroies  of  agents,  whoio  chief  duty  ia  the  ex- 
action by  every  poasible  means  of  the  highest  pos- 
eible  rent,  and  tho  mere  collection  ia  regarded  by 
their  employers  as  n  full  discharge  of  their  duties." 
"Land  is  ao  eascntiat  in  the  dense  agricultural 
population,  tluil  much  beyond  the  amount  of  pro- 
duce will  be  eagerly  oflered  as  rent :"  "  when  tho 
inevitable  nrrear  comes  on,  further  injustice  is 
perpetrated  :  for  Instance,  the  tenant  is  made  to 
bear  all  the  burden  of  the  poor  rate  by  a  refusal 
to  allow  an;  part  of  it  till  the  lait  penny  of  rent 
ie  paid — a  thing  neither  probable  nor  expected." 
"  Does  a  lundlui-d  evince  a  disposition  lo  let  hia 
lands  at  moderate  raots  ?    lie  ia  htughcd  a 
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hia  uniablo  weakneu."  "  Th«  ttraggte  betwesn 
the  wish  of  &  landlord  to  be  popular,  and  jet  to 
exact  all  he  caa,  it  oftoa  ludicrous  enough.  '  Glre 
it  to  the  poor  maa,'  said  a  laodlord  to  bit  agent, 
adding,  when  the  poor  man  «a«  gone, '  joa  need 
not  do  >Q,  nevertbeleu,  yon  know' — which  wat 
orerhcard  bj  aoother  leOant.'* 
lie  held  in  lus  htmd  sn  address  of  tbaaks 
from  the  tenautrj  of  the  Marquess  of  Or- 
monde to  thai  nobleman;  and  though  he 
differed  from  that  noble  Lord  with  respect 
to  politics,  he  must  admit  that  ho  was  a 
most  kind  and  considerate  landlord.  But 
what  was  the  noble  Lord  praised  for  in  this 
address  J  For  nothmg  moro  than  the  per- 
formance of  hia  strict  duties.  There  was 
a  volume  of  Irish  history  in  that  single 
fact.  If  a  man  was  so  praised  for  dis- 
charging nothing  more  than  the  strict  duties 
of  a  landlord,  did  it  not  come  home  to  the 
mind  of  eveiy  one  that  he  must  bo  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule,  and  that  the 
general  rule  was  in  Ireland  to  bare  a  man 
who  did  not  regard  the  duties,  however 
strictly  ho  might  exorcise  the  rights,  of  a 
landlord?  He  was  also  in  possession  of 
heart- sickening  details  of  eztermioations  in 
Ireland,  and  it  would  have  been  his  duty, 
had  ho  risen  at  any  earlier  period,  to  have 
gone  ioto  them ;  but  he  would  state  one 
case  of  extreme  hardship.  The  bon.  Mem- 
ber here  read  the  details  of  the  case  of  an 
individual  tenant,  who  was  distrained  on  in 
the  county  of  Kilkenny.  The  man's  namo 
was  Patrick  Bing,  tenant  on  the  estate  of 
Richard  Shee.  of  Blackwell  Lodge.  This 
was  a  must  atrocious  case.  A  landlord,  to 
get  rid  of  a  tenant,  sued  him  fur  rent  which 
was  not  due :  this  unjust  elaim  was  de- 
feated ;  but  the  landlord,  having  the  longer 
fiursc,  was  able  again  and  again  to  try  his 
uck,  until  at  last  he  got  a  complaisant 
jury,  who  gave  a  verdict  against  the  tenant. 
lie  then  distrained  the  whole  of  his  stock, 
even  his  seed  for  clover  and  potatoes ;  and 
to  render  the  matter  worse  this  was  done 
in  the  spring  of  the  year,  when  the  tenant 
must  have  suffered  from  it  tho  most  se- 
verely. Notwithstanding  all  this, 
was  the  energy  and  industry  of  this  poor 
man,  that  he  at  last  cleared  off  the  tremen- 
dous arrear  of  law  coats,  with  the  exception 
of  a  single  pound,  which  rcmaioed  over 
due.  The  man  was  hunted  for  this  pound ; 
he  had  nothing  in  his  house,  and  the  land- 
lord actually  took  measures  to  prevent 
victuals  coming  in,  by  puoisliing  the  com- 
passionate neighbours  who  attempted  to 
afford  relief.  At  length  when  the  Buffering 
of  the  poor  creatm^'s  wife  and  family  had 
rewhea  »  punt  of  terrible  intenuty,  he 
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broke  from  tho  house,  armed  with  a  pitch- 
fork, and  kept  off  the  bailiffs,  till  bo  waa 
able  to  get  in  some  of  bis  own  potatoes. 
For  this,  he  was  prosecuted  and  thrown 
into  prison  by  bis  landlord,  as  if  for  criminal 
robbery.  But  this  was  not  a  solitary  easci 
the  same  determination  to  root  out  ub- 
noiious  tenants  hod  been  exemplified  in 
very  many  eases  which  were  daily  and 
hourly  occurring  in  Ireland.  And  while 
the  Government  had  been  preparing  their 
unjust  and  iniquitous  Coercion  Bill,  they 
had  been  allowing  all  these  portentous  oviU 
to  go  on  every  day  aggravating  in  Ireland. 
They  were  doing  worse  than  this.  They 
talked  of  the  "  moral  effect"  of  this  mea- 
sure. He  admitted  it  would  have  a  moral 
c^cct;  but  it  would  be  a  moral  effect  of  a 
most  disastrous  nature  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  in  the  permaDCDt  des- 
peration and  alienation  of  their  hearts  from 
this  country,  which  would  be  caused  by  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  Another  most  disas- 
trous effect  would  be  produced  by  it.  Those 
wholesale  evictions  of  tenantry  would  be 
encouraged ;  for  they  had  become  twice  as 
flagrant  and  as  rife  since  this  Bill  had  been 
passed  in  the  Upper  House.  He  bad  it  on 
most  undoubted  authority — which  would 
probably  receive  confirmation  from  tho 
reports  mado  to  the  Government  offices  iu 
Ireland— that  the  landlords  of  that  class 
who  might  be  called  citcrmiuators,  who 
had  been  beretoforo  rcstriuned  to  some  ex- 
tent, by  the  wild  law  of  criminal  revenge, 
which  was  almost  the  only  restr^nt  upon 
these  outrageous  proceedings,  had  now  been 
encouraged  by  the  prospect  of  the  power 
that  this  Bill  would  give  them  in  keeping 
down  and  coercing  the  people.  Uence  it 
was  that  these  exterminations  had  been 
going  on  to  an  extent  such  as  hod  never 
been  known  in  Ireland.  Within  a  few 
weeks  the  Cork  Examiner  had  given  Usts 
of  the  fomihes  and  individuals  ejected  from 
their  holdings ;  and  they  were  numerous 
beyond  precedent.  From  the  Gcrrard  pro- 
perty, 80  families  and  4a7  individuals  had 
been  ejected ;  from  Sir  Francis  Hopkins's, 
37  famiUes  and  218  individuuLs ;  from  a 
Mr.  TuthiU's  estate,  9  families  and  53  in< 
dividuals ;  and  from  two  other  properties, 
95  families  and  270  individuals,  respec- 
tively; being  a  total  of  1,271  human 
beings,  who,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks, 
hod  been  disposed  of  like  cattle,  extermi- 
nated like  vermin.  There  was  the  moral 
effect  of  the  Coercion  Bill ;  these  were  iu 
first  fruits ;  for  tho  moment  it  had  passed 
the  other  House,  these  scenes  began  to  be 
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enacted.  OoTemment  might  uu  what 
effects  they  could  to  patch  up  the  discordant 
elements  into  whica  their  onco  compact 
majority  had  been  broken,  in  order  to  force 
the  passing  of  this  obnoxious  measure;  but 
on  them,  would  rest  the  responsibilitj  for 
its  fearful  consequenaaB,  though  the  grief, 
and  mieeij,  and  desperation,  must  foil  upon 
poor  Ireland-  But  be  contended  that  this 
Bill  would  be  utterly  inefficient  for  the  ends 
it  professed  to  answer.  This  was  proTed 
by  all  former  experience  of  Coercion  Bills 
and  Insurrection  Acta.  In  support  of  this 
statement,  the  hon.  Member  read  extracts 
from  the  ovtdfinco  given  before  various 
Parliamentary  Committees,  from  1822 
downwards.  The  only  effect  of  the  Bill 
would  be  mora  effectually  to  expose  the 
poor  peasant  to  the  persecution  of  that 
army  of  epics,  informers,  and  hunters, 
oalled  Uie  police,  whom  Government  thus 
eneonraged  and  fostered.  The  right  hon. 
the  Secretary  of  War  had  defended  the 
Bill,  because  it  had  been  asked  for  by  the 
magistrates  in  some  of  the  Irish  counties ; 
but  (hough  it  was  natural  for  men  having 
difficult  duties  to  perform  to  beg  for  an 
accession  of  power,  that  was  no  argument 
whatever  why  the  Government  should 
listen  to  their  addresses,  aud  violate  the 
Constitution  to  satisfy  them.  The  same 
right  hon,  Gentieman  had  accused  the 
Insh  Hcmbcra  of  pursuing  a  line  of  conduct 
in  opposition  to  this  Bill,  which  tended  to 
foster  and  encourage  what  had  been  caUed 
the  "  wild  justice  of  revenge"  amongst  the 
Irish  peasants.  He  thought  that  their 
words  should  he  measured  in  such  a  debate 
as  the  present,  and  every  allowance  should 
be  mode  for  excited  feelings.  He  did  not 
think  thc'right  hon.  Gentleman  hod  in- 
tended to  make  use  of  any  such  words ; 
they  had  dropped  from  him  in  an  aoguarded 
moment.  Before  concluding,  he  was  bound 
to  Htalo  shortly,  but  distinctly,  his  view  of 
the  remedies  that  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  state  of  Ireland.  He  had  attacked 
the  landlords;  but  he  readily  confessed 
that  they  were  in  some  measure  victims  of 
a  system  as  well  as  the  tenants.  The 
extreme  pressure  of  population  in  Ireland 
upon  the  laud  alone,  as  the  only  means 
01  subsistence,  gave  rise  to  that  life-and- 
dcath  bidding  against  each  other  for  land 
on  the  part  of  the  peasantry,  that  offered 
go  irresistible  a  temptation,  and  almost  a 
necessity,  to  the  landlord  to  accept  the  most 
extravagant  offer.  Poor  creatures,  anxious 
to  prolong  existence  by  even  one  year  more 
of  stiuggle,  would  offfT  the  most  axtrava- 
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gant  and  unpoisible  rents  to  get  a  holding. 
Now,  were  there  manufactures  in  the  couu' 
try,  there  would  bo  other  means  of  employ- 
ment and  subsistence  tiian  on  land.  The 
iUbletting  system,  which  had  been  so  muoh 
condemned,  could  not  be  put  an  end  to 
except  by  drawbg  the  surplus  population 
away  from  the  land,  and  giving  tiicm  those 
other  employments  whidi  every  country, 
in  a  right  ccononiical  condition,  ought  to 
be  able  to  give  its  population.  If  their 
commerce  and  manufactures  hod  increased, 
as  they  were  doing  when  their  Parliam^ni 
was  taken  aw^y  from  them,  there  would 
not  have  been  the  numerous  crimes  which 
they  had  seen  in  eonneiion  with  land. 
Another  remedy  was  a  tax  en  absentees. 
It  was  truly  monstrous,  at  such  a  timo 
particularly,  to  have  men  draining  away 
such  enormous  rents  bom  Ireland  without 
any  return.  These  might  be  only  partial 
remedips;  but  (he  Irish  Member^  hod  a 
general  uid  a  comprehensive  remedy  in 
Repeal,  which  would  give  the  absentees  a 
reason  and  an  inducement  to  remain  at 
home,  which  would  cause  the  money  of 
Ireland  to  be  spent  and  circulated  at  home, 
and  so  renovate  industry  and  enternrise, 
and  which  would  bring  local  knowledge 
and  good-will  to  the  difficult  task  of  Irish 
legislation.  But  if  that  House  would  not 
hear  of  Repeal,  they  at  least  ought  to  take 
up  the  partial  remedies  he  was  suggesting. 
1^0  relations  between  landlord  and  tenant 
must  be  settled  on  an  equitable  basis.  He 
did  not  want  them  to  apply  to  that  settle- 
ment any  theory  or  any  untried  plan  what- 
ever. He  did  not  even  want  them  to  adopt 
the  bold  and  successful,  hut  somewhat  ar- 
bitrary measures,  by  which  Stoinand  Har- 
dcnberg  had  made  the  Prussian  people 
peaceful  and  prosperous.  There  was  a 
custom  existing  in  Ireland  itself— in  Ire- 
land's most  prosperous  province,  tested  by 
long  experience — he  meant  tic  tenant 
right.  Why  not  adopt  that »  The  only 
objectioa  ho  considered  to  have  even  the 
aemhlanco  of  strength  was,  that  the  in- 
coming tenant  impoverished  himself  by  the 
moneys  he  paid  to  the  outgopr.  But  in 
nine  cases  out  often,  the  man  came  from  a 
holding  for  the  goring  up  of  which  he  had 
himself  received  a  sum  of  money;  and  so 
was  able  to  pay  for  his  new  tenancy.  Even 
at  the  worst,  however,  his  case  was  not 
worse  than  that  of  the  tenant  under  the 
other  system  which  prevailed  in  Other  parts 
of  Ireland.  The  tenaqt  in  the  south  was 
as  poor  as  man  could  be,  aud  as  wretched; 
but  such  was  not  Uie  case  in  the  qorthern 
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sion),  then  the  remed;  was  in  thdr  Ltnd- 
ships'  own  haods,  for  thej  had  the  power 
of  Anticipating  the  discnsBioii,  and  of  com- 
ing to  a  deliherate  and  well-con  sidered 
opinion.  And  if,  in  the  course  of  a  fort- 
night, he  should,  bj  having  recotiree  again 
to  the  Votes,  still  find  the  same  obHtnio* 
tion  to  this,  and  indeed  to  all  businesa  else- 
where— for  it  wan  not  t«  the  Com  Bill, 
but  to  all  other  hnainesB  that  the  obstmc- 
tion  referred — he  should  deem  it  his 
bounden  duty,  as  their  Lordships  had  the 
unquestionable  right,  to  bring  on  the  sub- 
ject for  disousaion  without  waiting  for  the 
Bill;  and  thus  give  noble  Lords  an  oppor- 
tunity of  diacuBsing,  and  deUberating,  and 
pronouncing  their  opinion  upon  the  gene- 
ral principle  of  that  great  and  most  im- 
portant commercial  change.  And  when 
their  Lordships,  after  discusHion,  should 
have  pronounced  a  favourable  opinion 
upon  the  principle,  as  he  earnestly  hoped 
and  confidently  expected  would  be  the 
case,  then  he  might  venture,  without  any 
gift  or  prophecy,  to  foretell  that  the  pas- 
sage of  that  and  other  measures  would  no 
longer  meet  with  obstruction  elsewhere. 
With  the  view,  therefore,  of  preparing 
for  the  discussion,  which  might  be  wholly 
unnecessary,  but  which  might  also  become 
absolntely  necessary  —  he  took  leave  to 
move  for  the  returns. 
Motion  agreed  to. 


from  which  he  had  lately  returned  he  had 
heard  grave  doubts  expressed  respecting 
the  expediency  of  our  system  by  persons 
with  whom  no  doubt  he  differed  upon 
nearly  all  political  questions.  Ho  had  in 
vain  defended  our  system  agiunst  his 
friends  at  the  French  bar,  and  among 
French  politicians.  He  had  argued  with 
them,  that  what  they  loohed  upon  as  the 
radical  defect  and  vice  of  our  system,  was 
only  of  a  passing,  temporszy,  and  acci- 
dental nature — that  it  must  be  accounted 
for  by  the  various  caprices  of  fortune, 
which'  had  placed  certain  men  in  certain 
positions,  of  which  they  availed  themselves, 
affecting  to  be  in  favour  of  a  measure 
which  in  their  hearts  they  hated,  or  affect- 
ing to  be  agiunst  a  measure  which  in  their 
hearts  they  loved,  only  compliuning  that  it 
did  not  go  far  enough,  and  waving  their 
opposition  to  the  measure  they  loved,  in  the 
Iiope  of_postponing  the  measure  they 
hated.  He  had  given  this  explanation  to 
hjR  friends  in  France  of  the  present  state 
of  things  with  regard  to  the  Com  Bill- 
"Bnt,'  said  they,  "  facts  ore  against  you ; 
you  do  not  get  on;  your  business  ia 
Btopped;  there  ia  an  utter  incapacity  to 
carry  on  the  businesa  of  the  country;  and 
how  long  it  is  to  lost,  or  what  is  to  hap- 
pen, who  can  tell  T'  His  other  answer  had 
been  this  :  the  natnre  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution, and  its  singular  excellence,  is, 
that  wherever  there  shall  happen  to  arise 
any  temporary  mischief  from  the  friction 
of  the  parts  of  the  machine,  or  any  re- 
nstancs  in  &e  medium  through  which  it 
moves,  there  is  in  that  great  political  en- 
gine (the  perfection  of  human  polity,  as 
he  finnly,  conscientiously,  and  seriously 
believed^ a  well-regolated  conatitational 
monarchy,  acting  by  means  of  a  well  regu- 
lated representative  system),  at)u  medica- 
trie,  a  power  of  re-adjustment,  self-correc- 
tive and  adaptative,  which  never  fuled  to 
get  rid  of  any  temporary  obstraction,  and 
to  restore  harmony  in  its  working.  Their 
Xiordships  possessed  a  power  within  them- 
nelves  of  applying  the  corrective,  and  of 
•dministering  an  effectual  remedy.  If  in 
KBj  quarter,  of  whatever  colour  of  politics, 
ika  desperate  hope  was  entertained  of 
jrasdvting  the  intentions  of  Parliament, 
and  of  the  oonntry,  by  endless  and  vexa- 
tious delays,  or  of  postponing  the  arrival 
of  that  great,  and,  in  his  consdence  he 
believed,  most  salutary  measure  into  their 
Lordships'  House  till  it  should  be  too  late 
to  disooss  it  (for  without  ample  discussion 
God  forbid  it  should  be  carried  this  Sea- 


RAILWAT  LEGISLATION. 
The  EiSL  of  DALHOUSIE  said,  he 
had  now  to  submit  to  their  Lordahips  the 
Resolutions  of  which  he  had  given  notice 
on  Thursday  lost,  on  the  subject  of  Rail- 
ways. Since  that  period  a  Motion  had 
been  made  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  agreed  to,  for  the  adoption  of 
Resolutions  similar  in  terms  to  those  which 
he  hod  laid  on  the  Table  of  their  Lord- 
ships' House.  But  as  some  slight  addi- 
tions had  been  made  to  the  Resolutions  in 
the  other  House,  he  would  wish,  if  their 
Lordships  were  of  opinion  that  these  Reso- 
lutions should  be  passed,  to  make  similar 
alterations  in  their  Lordships'  Order.  The 
noble  Lord  then  mentioned  some  verbal 
amendments  which  he  wished  to  have 
adopted.  In  the  first  Resolution  he  pro- 
posed that  the  copy  of  the  Bill  to  be  laid 
before  the  meeting  of  scripholders  should 
he  presented  in  the  state  in  which  it  hap- 
pened to  be  before  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  the  third  Resolution  he  proposed 
to  insert  after  the  words  "producing  thereat 
scrip  of  the  company,"  the  words  "  or  of 
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bankeri'  certificates;"  o.nd  In  the  second 
ReflolutioTi,  haling  reference  to  Scotch 
rtilwajH,  instead  of  hating  the  notices  of 
the  proposed  meetings  inserted  three  timee 
in  two  Edinburgh  newapapera,  he  proposed 
that  such  notices  ehould  be  inserted  twice 
in  each  of  the  three  Edinburgh  newspa- 
pers. In  the  fonrth  Resolution,  having 
reference  to  companies  already  incorpo- 
rated, and  applying  for  Bills  to  empower 
them  to  make  new  branch  lines,  it  was 
provided  in  the  Resolution,  as  it  now  stood, 
that  the  meeting  should  bo  constituted  of 
shareholders  or  stockholders  competent  to 
Tote  at  the  ordinary  meetings  of  the  com- 
pany. It  was  usual,  however,  in  such 
cases,  to  issue  certain  aharcs  expressly 
for  the  new  branch,  on  the  understanding 
that  if  the  Act  were  obtained  the  holders  of 
such  scrip  were  to  be  Incorporated  with  the 
old  company.  It  was  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  the  meetings  in  such  cases  should 
be  meetings  of  the  new  acripholdcts,  or  of 
tiie  entire  of  the  old  company;  and  he  now 
proposed  that  the  meetings  should  he  held 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  case  of  com- 

Sioies  that  had  not  yet  obtained  their  Bills, 
e  proposed  to  submit  another  Resolution 
with  respect  to  the  Irish  Bills,  In  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  they  had  adobted 
a  Resolution  that  every  Railway  Bill  which 
now  stood  for  a  third  reading  in  that  Honse, 
should  be  excepted  from  the  new  Standing 
Order ;  and  he  would  beg  leave  to  suggest 
that  their  LordshipB  should  also  adopt  a  si- 
milar Resolution.  In  answer  to  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess  of  Clftn- 
licarde),  he  stated  a  fcit  evenings  ago  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  m  the  early 
part  of  last  Session  expressed  a  desire  to 
avoid  all  unnecessary  delay   in   the  pro- 

SsB,  or  at  least  in  the  consideration  of 
ih  Railway  BiUs  ;  and  In  that  spirit  he 
would  now  wish  that  the  Bills  fixed  for  a 
third  reading  in  their  Lordships'  Ilouse 
should  bo  ciccpted  from  the  Resolutions, 
inasmuch  as  they  would  still  have  to  go 
through  the  regular  form  in  the  other 
House.  The  noble  Duke  on  the  cross 
benches  had  that  evening  proposed  that  the 
Irish  Great  Western  Railway  Bill  (Dublin 
to  Qalway)  shoold  he  submitted  to  a  still 
further  test;  but  that  question  would  be  in 
no  wise  affected  by  the  Resolution  which 
he  now  proposed. 

"  1.  BaofoeJ— That  thla  Home  will  not  rrad  » 
third  time  anj  Bill  to  empower  anj  Camp&nr 
(vhother  intended  U>  be  incorporated  bj  such  Bill, 
or  alrcikdj  iocorponted  bj  Act  of  Parliament)  to 
construct  k  Rai]«B7,  nnleu  three  clear  D>f  *  be- 
iive  tke  third  reading  thera  tliall  hare  been  depo- 


(ited  St  the  OtHee  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliofnetit, 
there  te  be  open  to  the  inspertion  of  all  parties,  a 
Certificate  signed  and  aulhenttcated  in  matmer 
hereinafter  loenlioDed.  aad  comiHiaitig  the  parti- 
cuUn  berelosftcr  Diprca>cd,  and  stating  the  fol- 
lowing (flct»,  vii. : — 

"  1.  That  a  Copj-ofthe  Bill  in  the  state  in  which 
It  may  have  been  at  the  time,  noa  Bniimltted  to  the 
eoniideration  ofa  meeting  ot  the  tiolden  of  scrip, 
or  of  banker)'  rceeipta  for  tcrip,  of  the  Compaa  r, 
or  (in  case  of  a  Company  already  incorporal«IJ  of 
the  shnrehoidem  or  stockholders  of  the  Company, 
spwiallj  called  for  that  purpoee. 

"  3.  That  such  meeting  was  called  bj  adrertiae- 

weeks  in  the  London  Gaiettt  (if  the  Railway  b* 
an  Engllsli  Itaitwaf ),  or  in  the  Louden  and  EdiM- 
burgh  GaitOa  (if  Ihe  Railway  be  a  Scotch  Rail- 
way), or  in  the  London  and  DMiii  GaxetUa  (if 
the  Railway  be  an  Irith  Railway),  and  in  each 
caaa  in  at  least  threo  London  daily  newapapen, 
and  not  less  than  three  times  in  each  inch  paper 
in  each  of  auch  two  coniecutive  weeka ;  and  in  case 
the  Railway  he  a  Scotch  Railway,  not  less  than 
twice  in  each  of  three  Ediobnrf  h  newspapers  in 
eaob  of  luch  two  consecutive  weeka  ;  and  in  eaaa 
the  Railway  be  an  Irish  Railway,  not  lea*  than 
three  times  in  each  of  two  Dublin  daily  newspaptnv 
in  each  of  such  two  conwcutiro  weeks. 

"  3.  In  the  case  of  the  Company  being  intended 
to  be  incorporatwi  bytbeBill — Thatanch  meeting 
was  constituted  of  persona  producing  thereat  scrip, 
or  hanken'  receipts  for  scrip  of  the  Oompany,  rv- 
preienting  not  less  than  one  third  part  of  the 
whole  capital  propoacd  to  be  raised  by  the  Com- 
pany under  the  Bill  (such  scrip  having  been  acta- 
ally  issued,  or  the  deposits  in  respect  thereof  hav- 
ing been  paid  before  the  31it  of  March  is  the  pr*> 
Boat  year). 

"  i.  In  tho  case  of  the  Company  beinv  already 
inoorporated — That  auch  meeting  was  held,  ex- 
cept ae  Gir  as  is  herein  otherwise  provided,  accord- 
ing to  tbe  constitution  of  the  Company,  and  was 
constitated  of  ahareholdcra  or  stockholders  thereof 
competent  to  vote  at  the  ordinary  meetings  of  the 
Company,  >nd  representing,  either  personally  or 
as  prones,  not  less  than  one-third  part  of  thA 
whole  capital  of  stock  of  ths  Company. 

"  6.  That  at  such  meeting  the  Bill  was  ap- 
proved of  by  persona  producing  thereat  scrip,  or 
bankers'  receipts  fur  scrip,  equal  to  at  least  Ubreo- 
fifths  of  tho  total  amount  of  scrip,  or  baakeri*  re- 
eeipta  for  scrip,  produced  at  tbe  mectiag ;  or,  in  ths 
case  of  a  Company  alraady  ineOTpoTsted,  by  three- 
fifths  at  least  of  the  meeting,  ths  votes  bUDg  given 
and  computed  according  to  the  coaatitution  of 
the  Company. 

"  e.  That  those  cases  In  which  the  Bill  is  pro- 
moted by  an  itKorporated  Oompany,  but  the  par- 
ties inlerestad  are  holders  of  sorip  which  it  is  pro- 
posed tluktl  iw  converted  into  shares  or  stock,  or 
otherwise  becobte  portion  of  the  interest  of  tlw 
incorporated  Company  on  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 
and  eontingcntly  only  on  that  eveht,  shall,  Ibr  tho 
purposes  of  this  Resolution,  be  deemed  to  be  rsem 
of  companies  nut  yet  incorporated. 

"  II.  iteso/ncrj— That  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Resolotion  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  chairman 
of  any  meeting  called  in  purauance  thereof,  in  tbe 
event  of  the  above  prescribed  quorum  of  scrip, 
shares,  or  stock  (as  the  case  may  be)  not  bring  re- 
presented at  such  meeting,  to  cause  tha  votes  o( 
the  penons  conitltaUng  tb«  mU  meeting,  s(fn>' 
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Ting  or  not  spprorlag  of  tbe  BUI,  to  be  tak«n  ind 
reoorded,  and  then  to  wtjoluTi  the  lame  to  lonie 
d>7,  hour,  and  place  to  be  declared  bf  the  ohair- 
man,  Buch  daj  not  being  lens  than  three  dafa,  and 
not  more  than  one  veeX,  from  the  original  day  of 
meeting ;  and  auch  day,  hour,  and  i^aco  being,  in 
the  meantime,  adTertised  twice  In  each  of  three 
London  dailf  newapaperi,  or  in  the  Edinburgh  or 
Ihiblio  neirinapen,  as  above  directed  in  the  case 
of  Scutcli  Qr  IriHh  ruilwaja ;  und  at  such  adjourned 
meeting  it  shall  alto  he  competent  to  the  chair- 
man tlSreof  to  eauseto  be  taken  and  reoorded  the 
Totea  of  nicb  otibe  persoos  coostitnting the  aame 
u  bare  not  Toted  at  the  original  meeting ;  and 
the  total  amomit  of  votes  giveo  at  the  original  and 
adjourned  meeting  shall  bo  receiTed  as  if  given  at 
one  and  the  same  meeting, 

"HI.  fietofoerf— That  inch  certtflcateBhall  also 
oompriee,  In  a  tabulu'  fortn,  the  foUoirIng  partl- 

"  1.  The  day,  time,  and  jrfM*  of  the  meeting, 
and  of  the  adjounied  meeting  (if  an;). 

'■  3.  The  dates  of  ineertjan  of  the  advcrtise- 
ments  lor  the  meeting,  and  the  names  of  the  nevl- 
popen  in  which  they  were  inserted. 

"  3.  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  persMis 
produeing  scrip,  or  bankere'  receipts  for  scrip,  at 
the  meeting,  according  to  the  Itatemeots  of  such 

"  Or,  in  the  CMe  of  A  tompjnj  already  Incor- 
porated, 

"The  nameiaBdaddreumof  theiharebolden, 
or  ■teekholden,  preeent  at  the  meeting,  acoording 
to  the  raster  book  of  names  and  ad^feaees. 

"  4.  Tbe  denoting  numbers,  if  any,  of  the  scrip, 
and  in  the  case  of  tbo  bankers'  receipts,  the  names 
of  the  pereons  fi'em  whom  the  depoaic  ts  therein 
tUted  to  be  received,  and  the  amount  of  tbe  soiip 
and  receipts  reapeotively  produced  by  tbe  pertoni 
so  producing  the  same  at  the  meeting. 

"  Or,  in  case  of  a  compftn;  Already  Incorpo- 
rated, 

"  The  reepective  amounts  nf  sharei  or  itoek 
held  or  represented  by  the  sharriiolderi  or  H«cl!- 
holdera  attending  the  meeting. 

"  5.  The  fact  of  tho  approval  or  non-approval 
of  the  Dill  (m  tho  case  may  be)  by  the  aetoral 
ficrsons  producing  scrip  or  bankers'  receipta  at  the 
meeting,  or  by  the  several  shaniboldera  or  nook- 
holders  atlen^ng  the  meeting. 

"  6.  The  total  amonnt  of  aorip  and  bankers'  ro- 

ccipta  produced  at  such  meeting,  and  the ' 

thereof  prodi 
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"  Or,  in  the  caee  of  a  eonipany  already  incor- 
porated, 

"  The  total  amoont  of  ehares  of  stock  re- 
presented, either  In  person  or  by  proxy,  at  the 
meeting,  and  the  amount  thereof  eo  represented 
by  persona  approving  of  the  Bill. 

"  f .  The  total  amount  of  the  capital  propoeed 
to  be  raited  by  the  Company  under  the  Bill. 

"  Or,  in  case  of  a  Company  already  ineorpo- 
rated. 

"  Tbe  total  amonnt  of  tbe  oapitil  at  iMck  bf 
mch  oompany. 

"  IV.  itMoAwrf— That  such  eertlfleate  shall  be 
ugned  by  tho  ohairman  of  the  meeting  and  by  one 
of  the  solioiton  of  the  Company ;  and  tho  authen- 
ticity of  such  certificate  shall  be  rerifled  by  the 
signature  of  tho  ParliomeDtary  agent  depositing 
the  same." 
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Lord  MOMTEAOLE  i^d,  that  hKring 
taken  HOma  put  In  the  prencms  debate  os 
this  subject,  he  would,  he  trusted,  stand 
excused  in  addresBiiiB  himself  to  the  qnes- 
tlon  as  it  nov  Btooa.  His  noble  Friend 
«ould  allow  him  to  oblerre,  that  of  th« 
last  of  the  proposed  RoBolutiona  they  had 
no  notice  whatever;  and  hewonid  therefbre 
suggest,  DcFt  only  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to 
their  Lordshlpa,  but  of  Parliamentary  eon- 
venience,  that  that  question  he  postponed 
to  a  future  day.  He  thoaght  he  could 
show  his  noble  friend  that  there  were 
strong  rbaBoOB  why  these  Amendments 
ought  to  be  postponed.  One  thing  waa 
certain — that  when  they  were  abont  alter- 
ing in  an  esMential  manner  a  Sessional 
Order  referring  to  a  great  branch  of  legis* 
lation,  they  ought  not  to  make  such  essen- 
tial alteration  without  any  notice  or  prepa- 
ration whatevet.  Their  jLordships  had  no 
right  to  relax  a  restriction  which  they 
judged  to  be  generally  necessary  In  favour 
of  pantcular  Bills,  in  the  hope  or  expecta- 
tion that  that  restrictiotl  might  or  might 
not  be  applied  In  another  phtce.  He  would 
say  inch  A  course  Was  contrary  to  etery 

Sriociple  of  Parlltunentary  tuage,  afld  con- 
■ary  to  the  dignity  of  their  Lordships' 
House.  If  that  course  were  right.  It  ought 
to  be  applicable  to  every  Bill ;  If  it  were 
wrong,  it  ought  not  to  be  applicable  to  any. 
Bat,  above  eJI,  he  would  Hay,  that  on  tho 
ground  of  pnbllc  Interest  they  ought  to 
enforce  a  rule  which  they  believed  to  ba 
necessary  in  all  indtances.  He  had  been 
himself  entrusted  with  several  petition* 
against  some  of  the&e  Bills;  and  his  reply 
to  the  petitioners  was,  that  if  they  had  inch 
good  cases  as  thef  alleged  Against  the 
Bills,  the  proper  place  for  bringing  them 
forward  was  at  the  intended  mcettngB  of 
the  soripholders.  On  tbeSe  grounds,  he 
for  one  should  object  to  such  a  course  as 
that  of  adopting  il  rule  In  one  moment, 
and  relaiing  that  rule  Ih  favour  of  four 
or  five  Bills  which  chance  or  accident 
had  brought  to  a  particular  stage  before 
their  Lordshtpb'  House,  in  the  next.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  general  question,  h« 
should  say  that  be  bought  the  proposi- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
do  good  OS  far  as  it  went.  It  was  a  propo- 
sition to  which  he  was  eltt«me]y  favour- 
able ;  but  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  fully 
acted  Upon.  He  thought  they  had  at  least 
a  right  to  demand  whether  the  parties  who 
were  the  applicants  for  the  Bills  were  or 
were  not  in  earnest  before  the  power  of 
Parliament  was  applied  to  for  passing  ft 
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Bill  which  would  be  ioapplicable  and  ino- 
perativo  when  it  became  law.  Their  Lord- 
ships ehould  recollect  tliat  it  was  not  the 
parties  applying  for  these  Bills  who  would 
he  affected  bythem.  loasBcntiDg  to  them, 
the  House  gave  the  companies  an  enor- 
mous power  of  controlling  private  property, 
not  only  of  Memhers  of  their  Lordships' 
House,  but  of  every  subject  in  the  realm 
through  whoso  lands  these  railways  were 
carried.  They  gave  them  a  power  of 
compulsory  purchase,  which  was  to  be 
suspended  over  the  heads  of  parties 
for  years  after  the  passing  of  the  Bills. 
They  should  consider,  besides,  how  often 

EtrtioB  were  interested  in  getting  these 
ills  passed,  without  having  any  intention 
of  carrying  them  into  immediate  operation. 
They  were  actuated  by  the  desire  of  occu- 
pying the  ground,  and  preventing  rival 
Bchemes  from  being  brought  forward:  thus, 
the  undertaking  of  a  branch  might  be  Euffi- 
cient  for  preventing  a  competing  line  from 
being  established.  Perhaps  the  Committee 
of  his  noble  Friend  on  this  subject  would 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  how 
many  of  the  Railway  Bills  that  passed  in 
former  Sessions  had  been  acted  on  at  all. 
Some  of  these  companies  either  found  that 
the  money  market  would  not  enable  them 
to  realize  the  profits  they  had  anticipated, 
or  else  tbey  were  actuated  by  the  feeling 
to  which  he  had  just  alluded,  and  were 
merely  aniious  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
ground.  By  adopting  the  course  proposed 
by  his  noble  Friend  in  thia  new  Resolution, 
tbcir  Lordships  would  be  taking  a  course 
that  was  neither  wise  nor  manly.  They 
would  be  shrinking  from  a  duty  which  they 
were  bound  to  perform,  and  that  too  in  a 
manner  neither  credtUble  to  tbo  Legisla- 
ture nor  satisfactory  to  the  public.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  Session,  when 
he  bad  alluded  to  tlie  necessity  of  taking 
active  steps  on  this  subject,  they  were  told 
to  wait  until  the  Standing  Orders  would 
reduce  the  number  of  schemes — to  wiut, 
in  fact,  for  anything  rather  than  to  do 
what  was  their  real  duty,  namely,  to 
atop  at  once  the  Railway  Bills  that 
ought  not  to  be  carried,  and  to  assist 
those  projects  which  ought  to  be  supported. 
Ko  doubt  there  bad  been  great  impartiaUty 
and  a  strong  desire  to  do  what  was  just  on 
the  part  of  their  Lordships' Committees; 
but  in  the  proceedings  before  these  Com- 
mittees, were  there  business-like  views, 
and  wisdom,  and  knowledge  in  the  guid- 
ance of  their  labours!  What  could  a  Com- 
jnittco  do!     They  had  no  means  of  con- 
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suiting  the  general  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. They  had  no  means  of  consider- 
ing the  matter  as  a  whole,  or  in  a  natiooal 
poiotof  view.  Take,  for  instance,  the  moet 
important  and  pressing  of  all  viows  con- 
nected with  railwoys — the  military  defence 
of  the  country — and  how  was  it  attended 
to  on  Committees!  A  Committee  might 
be  appointed  on  a  railway  from  London  to 
Portsmouth.  But  could  that  Committee 
combine  with  the  question  before  them  the 
subject  of  railway  communication  with 
Dover,  or  with  Harwich,  orwith  Plymouth? 
They  could  do  no  such  thing.  They  could 
do,  and  no  doubt  would  do,  what  wae  right 
with  regard  to  the  matter  before  them, 
but  what  was  absolutely  wrong  aa  affecting 
the  great  interests  of  the  country.  Another 
subject  of  which  he  had  to  complain  was, 
that  in  case  a  Railway  Bill  did  not  happen 
to  be  opposed,  it  was  allowed  to  pass  al- 
most aa  a  matter  of  course ;  whereas  nothing 
could  be  more  absurd  than  such  a  course. 
It  was  plain  that  the  present  aystem  of 
railway  legislation  was  one  which  could  not 
be  defended.  It  should  not,  therefore,  be 
adhered  to.  They  were  at  present  shifting 
the  responsibility  from  themselves  to  the 
shareholders;  but  they  seemed  to  forget 
that  by  a  confederacy  the  worst  lines  might 
even  yet  be  carried  by  the  oppoeidon  not 
being  pressed.  It  was  now  three  weeks 
or  a  fortnight  since  his  noble  Friend  made 
his  statement ;  the  course  proposed  to  be 
taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  was 
then  made  known  to  the  world  at  larg«. 
He  (Lord  Monteagle)  wanted  at  that  time 
that  the  measure  should  affect  only  the 
existing  holders,  but  hia  suggestion  had 
not  been  acted  upon.  But  what  was  die 
effect  of  postponing  these  Resolutions  since 
that  time!  Why,  that  companies  having 
an  object  in  defeating  particular  Bills  in 
Parliament  had  had  an  opportunity  af- 
forded them  of  buying  up  scrip  and  ac- 
quiring votes,  not  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  interests  of  the  re^  sharehold- 
ers, but  of  prejudicing  those  interests.  It 
would  also  have  the  opposite  effect.  Their 
Lordships  must  be  aware  that  «  most  in- 
genious mode  had  been  adopted  by  direc- 
tors and  others  of  obtaining  profits  at  tho 
establishment  of  these  schemes.  If,  for 
instance,  a  company  was  to  consist  of 
1,000  shares,  the  directors  reserved  500 
for  their  own  use.     Now,  supposing  they 

Eaid  deposits  on  these  500  snares,  they 
ad,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  passing  of  these  Resolu- 
tions, an  opportnmty  of  dividing  these  ro- 
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■erved  shareB  among  &  great  snmber  of 
TOters,  and  thus  acquiring  an  influence  in 
the  votes  of  the  company  which  they  would 
otherwise  not  have  poaseased.  He  there- 
fore thought  there  was  great  ground  of 
comphunt  that  the  propositiona  had  not 
been  sooner  brought  under  the  notice  of 
Parliaroent,  affecting,  as  they  did,  ho  ma- 
teriallj  the  most  important  improvemeot 
that  science  and  Providence  hod  conferred 
upon  the  world  within  the  memory  of  any 
roan  now  living. 

The  Mabqubbs  op  CLANEICARDE 
Boid,  he  entirely  agreed  in  one  view  which 
had  been  taken  by  hia  noble  Friend  who 
bod  just  aat  down,  in  reference  to  the  mea- 
surea  now  proposed  by  Government.  He 
thought  it  was  a  very  great  overaight  on 
the  part  of  the  Executive,  that  a  more  direct 
and  comprehensive  system  of  legialation 
was  not  adopted  nith  regard  to  railways 
generally,  but  that  they  were  left  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Committees  of  the  two 
Houses,  who  were  really  quite  unable  to 
take  a  comprehensive  and  proper  view  of 
the  whole  aubject,  and  to  enter  into  a 
minnte  examination  of  its  details.  He  en- 
tirely agreed  in  the  Resolutiona  that  had 
been  proposed ;  and,  with  regard  to  the 
objections  of  hia  noble  Friend,  he  under- 
stood they  were  likely  to  be  met  by  a  pro- 
position which  had  been  adopted  elsewhere. 
It  was  certainly  a  moat  powerful  objection 
— namely,  that  under  these  Sessional  Or- 
ders, a  competing  riulway,  on  the  one 
hand,  might  traffic  in  the  stock  of  another 
nulway  to  which  it  was  opposed,  in  order 
to  defeat  it;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  directors  might,  by  a  particular  iune 
of  stock  for  the  occasion,  defeat  the  wish 
of  the  bond  fide  subscribers,  so  far  as  to 
carry  the  continuance  of  the  project. 
understood  it  had  been  proposed  that,  at 
these  meetings,  a  certificate  should  be  pro- 
duced that  the  scrip  had  been  purchased 
previous  to  the  Slst  of  March,  or  at  any 
rate  at  a  time  previous  to  the  annunciation 
of  this  scheme  of  restraint.  He  knew 
how  far  such  a  plan  might  be  feasible  or 
effectual;  but,  undoubtedly,  on  a  £rst  view 
of  the  case,  it  appeared  as  though  it  would 
have  a  great  eitect  on  any  sucli  apecula- 
tion.  While  agreeing  in  theae  Resolutions, 
he  could  not  concur  in  the  general  view 
taken  by  his  noble  Friend  of  the  subject  of 
rulwaya,  nor  in  his  objections  to  the  new 
Order  now  proposed,  of  which  notice  had 
been  given  on  Friday  night — namely,  that 
the  Bills  now  atandmg  for  a  third  reading 
should  not  be  stopped  in  their  way  to  the 
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House  of  Commons  by  the  <q>eration  of 
theae  Orders.  He  heartily  joined  in  the 
aentiment  of  hia  noble  Friend  who  had  just 
spoken,  who  said,  "  If  yon  apply  this  Order 
at  all,  let  it  be  applied  to  all  alike."  But 
the  noble  Lord  should  look  to  what  hap- 
pened out  of  this  House;  and  if  he  would 
attend  to  it,  he  would  see  that,  in  contem- 
plation of  this  Sessional  Order  being  pass- 
ed, and  of  the  Sills  coming  up  to  this 
House  being  subjected  to  it,  the  House  of 
Commons  had  sent  np  to  their  Lordships, 
since  they  met,  about  a  doien  of  those  very 
Billa  which  stood  in  that  House  for  a  third 
reading,  and  which  had  been  read  a  third 
time  that  afternoon.  This  was  the  proper 
and  rational  view  of  the  matter,  oa  the 
companies  had  had  no  notice  whatever  of 
any  such  Order,  and  could  not  have  ex- 
pected anything  of  the  kind  to  be  carried; 
they  had  gone  through  one  House  of  Par- 
liament in  accordance  with  the  usual  Or- 
ders, up  to  this  stage;  and  they  ought  not 
to  be  subjected  to  a  double  operation  of  this 
Order,  when,  in  point  of  fact,  a  single  ope- 
ration would  be  quite  sufficient.  He  there- 
fore trusted  their  Lordships  would  adopt 
the  additional  Order,  and  that  these  Bills 
would  not  be  delayed.  His  noble  Friend 
said,  if  they  did  that,  it  would  he  neces- 
sary to  have  aeparate  Committees  on  cer- 
tain Billa.  This  he  utterly  denied;  to  do 
so,  would  be  to  stultify  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  and  its  Standing  Orders. 
Petitions  were  required  to  be  lodged  hefora 
a  certun  time,  and  Committees  were  ap- 
pointed to  try  their  merits;  but  if  they  de- 
cided that,  on  particularpetitions  presented, 
DO  matter  at  what  time,  into  the  motives  of 
the  subscribers,  to  which  they  could  not 
stop  to  inquire,  of  the  tnith  of  the  allega- 
tions of  which  they  had  no  knowle^e 
whatever,  and  no  voucher — they  woud 
again  and  again  subject  Bills  to  Commit- 
tees, and  to  examination  upon  the  various 
points;  they  would  expose  the  parties  to 
vexation  to  which  they  wonld  not  hara 
subjected  themselves  in  the  first  instance, 
had  they  knovm  that  the  Government 
would  take  this  course;  and  they  would 
stop  the  perfection  of  great  public  work^— 
a  point  which  their  Lordships  had  cer. 
tainly  lost  sight  of  in  debating  this  subject. 
They  should  recollect  that  the  works  they 
were  proposing  to  atop,  and  which,  under 
the  circumstances  of  tiie  country,  it  was 
perhaps  wise  to  limit,  were  the  great  com- 
munications  of  the  country.  There  ought 
to  he  Bome  unobjectionable  mode  of  carry- 
ing then  out;  and  the  Execatirc,  or  that 
2M 
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Irnoeli  of  tho  QoTemment  whicb  so  im- 
peded priTate  speculation,  ougbt  to  be  pre- 
pared to  satisfy  tbe  public  wants  b;  cze- 
cu^g  tbesc  works  itself.  Under  tbcse 
eircnmstances,  he  hoped  that  tbe  proposi- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord,  with  tbe  additional 
Order,  would  be  a^p^ed  to,  considering 
what  bod  been  done  bj  the  other  House  of 
Parliament;  but  he  thought  with  bis  noble 
Friend  near  him  (Lurd  Montcagle),  that 
tbe  sooner  thcj  adopted  a  new  mode  of 
proceeding  on  this  Huojcct  the  better.  He 
had  tbouglit  bo  for  the  last  three  jears;  he 
bad  thought  so  particularly  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  where  the  ground  being,  until  this 
year,  eomparatiTclj  unoccupied,  the  Go- 
Teroment  might  have  begun,  and  might 
haro  fairly  tried,  the  operation  of  a  new 
sjst«m.  A  kind  of  attempt  had  been  made, 
^0  years  ago,  by  the  appointment  of  tho 
Railway  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
orer  which  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Dalhou- 
Bte)  bad  so  ably  and  industriously  presided. 
No  man  was  more  impressed  than  no  (Lord 
Clanricarde)  with  the  great  ability  and  in- 
dostry  with  wbieh  that  noble  Lord  bad  ap- 
plied himself  to  that  businces,  and  toe 
neat  merit  which  he  had  exhibited  on  that 
Board.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  advan- 
tage of  that  Board  to  tbe  public  was  little 
Ornothing;  its  decisions  bod  been  over  and 
orer  again  act  aside;  and  Committees,  un- 
informed, as  his  noble  Friend  said,  on  the 
whole  subject,  had  taken  a  directly  con- 
trary view  of  the  wants  of  a  district  of 
eonntrj,  and  of  what  were  thebest  lines  of 
rulwaj,  to  that  taken  by  the  Board  over 
which  the  noble  Earl  presided;  because 
they  bad  not  tho  moans  of  going  into  the 
inquiry  which  he  had  gone  into  with  so 
much  industry,  and  had  tiot  tho  means  of 
forming  the  views  which  he  always  took 
BO  accurately. 

Tbe  DiTKB  of  RICHMOND  said,  ho 
tbought  it  due  to  bis  noble  Friend  at  tbe 
head  of  tbe  Board  of  Trade  to  bear  his 
testimony  to  the  excellent  manner  in  which 
he  bad  conducted  the  business  of  his  de- 
partment in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament; 
and  bo  was  quito  satisfied  that,  bad  it  not 
been  for  a  speech  mado  early  in  that  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  throwing  his  noble 
iPriend  entirely  overboard,  moat  of  the  re- 
eommendations  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  hare  been  carried  into  effect.  This 
was  done  by  the  Prime  Uinister,  in  tho 
other  House,  who  said  that  every  line  must 
be  again  discussed  ;  in  short,  he  entirely 
abawloned  all  the  recommendations  of  tbe 
noble  Eari  at  the  head  of  the  Board  (rf 


Trade.  He  knew  for  a  poaitive  &ot  that 
the  promoters  of  many  linea,  who  were  in- 
tending to  withdraw  their  schemea  in  con- 
sequence of  the  decision  come  to  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  did,  after  that  speech  ot 
Sir  Robert  Peel's,  determine  to  ta^e  their 
chance  in  the  chapter  of  accidenta,  and 
many  of  them  were  actually  pasaed  ;  not- 
withstanding that  those  recommended  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  were  the  beat  for  the 
public  and  the  parties  concerned.  His 
reason  for  objecting  to  the  clause  now  in- 
troduced, with  respect  to  BiUa  ftboot  to  be 
read  a  third  time,  was  simply  thia.  It  had 
been  stated  by  the  noble  Earl  who  proposed 
tho  Orders,  that  if  any  of  those  Billa  were 
in  the  condition  contemplated — if  *  large 
majority  of  the  subscribers,  Uunking  it  was 
a  bad  concern,  wanted  to  be  let  out  of  it, 
they  might  be  let  out  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. But  why  not  give  them  the  tqipor- 
tunity  of  being  let  out  in  that  House  ? 
Suppose  that  the  House  of  Commons  ^- 
lowcd  the  Bills  t«  pass  :  what  wonid  be 
the  consequence  ?  Though  the  Act  was 
obtained,  tbe  works  could  not  be  com- 
pleted ;  directors  would  certainly  be  elected, 
and  thus  the  provisional  committee-tnen 
would  get  themselves  into  office.  It  was 
his  belief  that  not  half  tho  schemes  now  on 
foot  would  have  come  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, had  there  been  an  Act  providing  that 
no  provisional  committee-men  should  de- 
rive any  benefit  when  the  Acts  for  their 
schemes  were  obtuned.  As  it  was,  these 
parties  would  meet,  supposing  tbe  Acta  to 
bo  obtained,  and  choose  their  directors, 
from  whom  they  would  exact  the  pledge — 
and  at  all  elec^ons  pledges  would  be  given 
mncb  more  than  they  had  been — not  to  go 
on  with  the  works.  The  powers  given  by 
the  Acts  continued  for  Ave  years  ;  and 
thus  would  the  districts  in  which  theae  lines 
were  proposed  to  be  made,  and  tbe  public 
generally,  be  deprived  for  that  long  period 
of  any  extension  of  tbe  great  means  of 
communication.  It  was  mgUy  dearable 
that  if  these  Bills  were  to  be  got  rid  of 
anywhere,  it  should  be,  not  in  the  Honsc 
of  Commons,  but  in  thatHouse.  Heagreed 
generally  with  what  had  been  said  by  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Montcagle)  as  to  the 
duty  of  the  Ezccntive  to  adopt  a  more  de- 
cided course  on  this  subject ;  they  on^t, 
in  fact,  to  hare  done  this  long  ago.  He 
would  not  now  inquire  into  &e  motires 
why  this  had  not  been  done— whether  it 
had  not  been  to  cause  a  temporary  proe- 
perity  in  the  coontry,  from  Uie  adoption 
(rf  these  great  works,  ud  tiien  to  inftke 
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nu  irf   it  to  usher  in  Bome   new  meo- 


LoRD  A8HBURT0N  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  number  of  railway  schemes 
iTM  so  inordinately  great,  that  thej  had 
injurionaly  competed  with  each  other,  as 
erinced  by  the  rise  in  the  prices  of  labour 
and  msterialB;  and  that  for  the  Legislature 
to  sanction  the  whole  or  any  considerable 

Krt  of  the  schemes  now  projected,  would 
to  create  the  greatest  con^sion,  and  to 
prerent  any  of  them  being  carried  out.  Al- 
towingfor  the  number  that  might  fall  to  the 
groitnd,  in  consequence  of  the  adoption  of 
the>e  Resolutions,  the  evil  would  not  be 
materially  checked ;  there  would  still  re- 
main  a  greater  mass  of  these  adrontures 
than  the  means  of  the  country  could  pos- 
BiUy  carry  out.  And  if  these  only  were 
passed,  great  confusion  would  bo  created, 
not  only  among  all  concerned  in  promoting 
them,  but  amongst  those  engaged  in  aU 
(lepartments  of  trade.  -  It  was  only  lately 
that  the  House  had  been  made  aware 
the  extent  of  the  dealings  of  the  coi 
mercial  part  of  tho  community  in  this  re- 
spect, and  of  the  impossibility  of  finding 
means  to  carry  out  the  adrcntares  that  had 
leen  entered  upon.  Early  in  the  Session, 
the  Legislature  proceeded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  letting  every  person  alone,  as  being 
tiie  best  judge  of  his  own  particular  in- 
terest, reserving  only  the  right  which  Par- 
liament had  always  eiercised  of  decidii 
whether  the  scheme  proposed  was  Lkely 
proTe  a  beneficial  one.  But  nothing  could  be 
more  unfair  than  to  throw  the  consequences 
of  this  want  of  foresight  in  the  speculators 
upon  the  Government  ;  for  the  Government 
had  acted  with  foresight  all  along.  Tho 
reports  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  last  Session, 
hsid  distinctly  given  sentence  upon  the  va- 
rious  projects  that  came  before  it,  recom- 
mending some  to  pass,  others  to  be  rejected, 
and  others  to  be  delayed.  In  the  present 
Session  a  Committee  had  sat  for  the  piu 

re  of  making  some  such  classification  , 
had  attended  that  Committee,  and  urged 
it  upon  tbem,  but  they  bad  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  his  recommendations,  and  had  satis- 
fled  themselves  with  merely  grouping  the 
Bills.  It  would  have  been  desirable  to 
have  considered,  first,  those  projects  which 
supplied  railway  communication  to  districts 
where  none  yet  existed,  ss  in  the  county 
of  Cornwall ;  second,  those  lines  connected 
with  the  defence  of  the  country 
las tlr.  those  which  would  merely  shorten 
the  distancebyexistinglines,  most  of  which 
might   hare   been  advanti^eoaaly  post- 
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poned.  The  Committee  had  certainly  come 
to  one  important  conclusion — that,  under 
the  pecuhar  circumstances  of  Ireland,  it 
was  desirable  first  to  go  on  vrith  the  Bills 
for  railways  in  that  country;  but  with  re- 
spect to  all  others,  the  principle  had  been 
adopted  that  these  adventures  could  not  be 
too  far  extended,  and  that  the  dispropor- 
tion between  the  amount  of  adventures 
and  the  amount  of  means  at  the  country's 
difrposal  should  not  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. At  length,  howerer,  Uie  pubUc  had 
begun  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  conse- 
quences of  this  proceeding:  and  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Legislature  was  now  ear- 
nestly sought.  But  after  ihe  number  of 
schemes  had  been  reduced  by  these  Reso- 
lutions, they  would  still  be  vastly  out  of 
proportion  to  the  means  of  the  public. 
Talk  of  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  mil- 
lions !  They  might  as  well  talk  of  two 
thousand  miUions :  it  was  not  to  be  got. 
The  result  would  be,  if  any  large  propor- 
tion of  these  schemes  were  sanctionea  by 
Parliament,  that  those  engaged  in  them 
would  begin  to  be  distressed,  particularly 
the  smaller  capitalists  ;  they  would  affect 
others;  and  this  would  cause  that  sort  of 
panic  of  which  there  hod  oocurrod  half  a 
dozen  in  his  recollection ;  and  nothing  was 
more  likely  to  produce  such  a  panic,  to 
show  up  what  was  the  tremendous  pros- 
perity that  had  been  so  much  talked  of, 
which  was  BO  much  vaunted,  and  which 
was  so  easily  destroyed.  As  an  instance 
of  the  way  in  which  the  interest  of  money 
had  advanced,  ho  might  state  that  one  of 
the  most  powerful  companies,  the  Great 
Western,  had  advertised  to  borrow  money  at 
5  per  cent,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an 
atmospheric  line  between  Exeter  and  Ply- 
mouth— their  usual  rate  of  interest  having 
been  two  and  a  half  per  cent  for  the  last 
seven  years.  He  wished  to  impress  on  his 
noble  Friends,  who  were  anxious  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  Ireland,  that,  so  far 
from  benefiting  that  country  by  pushing 
forward  railway  undertakings  too  rapidly, 
a   directly  opposite  effect  would  be  pro- 

The  Earl  of  WICKLOW  agreed  in  the 
propriety  of  not  making  any  distmction  bo« 
twoen  one  class  nf  Railway  Bills  and 
another ;  but  would  not  altogether  agree 
with  the  objections  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Honteaglc)  until  he  knew  what  was  ac- 
tually intended  by  this  Resolution.  It  was 
stated  that  the  House  of  Commons  had 
adopted  a  similar  Resolution,  and  that  it 
was  immaterial    whether   they   admitted 
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iuta  Committee;  but  what  Uimt  Lordshipa 
Iiad  to  consider  was,  that  aft«r  the  BiO 
had  gone  through  the  Committee,  and  bxl 
undergone  exteosiTe  alterations,  the  enb- 
soribers  might  decide  on  its  not  being  car- 
ried on.  Many  circumHtances  before  the 
CotQQiittee  might  cause  a  difference  in 
their  opinion  on  that  point,  as,  for  Lnetuiee, 
the  question  of  fares.  The  fault,  in  his 
{Lord  Redesdale's)  opinion,  of  the  Reeoln^ 
tion  was,  that  it  did  not  compel  thMn  t«> 
decide  after  the  Bill  bad  gone  through 
Committee,  and  when  it  was  not  in  the 
same  state  as  that  in  which  it  waa  intro- 
duced hj  the  parties.  He,  however,  con- 
sidered that  the  subject  was  involred  in 
all  sorts  of  difficulties;  and  he  was  votj 
doubtful  if  the  proposed  remedies  would 
adequately  meet  the  enl.  lie  was  atronglj 
of  opinion  that  if  they  had,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, giren  support  to  the  admirable  Re- 
ports of  the  Board  of  Trade,  they  would 
nave  found  themselves  in  a  very  Afferent 
and  certainly  a  better  position.  Every  <Hie 
now  acknowledged  the  eicellence  of  those 
Reports,  and  every  one  regretted  they  bad 
not  more  fully  been  supported;  but  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  ridicule  and  to  op- 
pose them,  and  they  had  consequentljr 
fallen  to  the  ground.  lie  did  not  wonder, 
seeing  that  that  had  been  the  cose,  that 
the  noble  Sari  [the  Earl  of  Dalbousie)  had 
said,  "  he  would  have  nothing  more  to  do 
with  the  matter."  And  he  was  quite  right; 
for  his  labour  had  been  completely  thrown 
away.  Se  {Lord  Redesdale),  however, 
thought  that  there  were  sUll  available  the 
means  by  which  they  might  prevent  effee- 
tually  ^be  recurrence  of  so  pcroiciouB  a 
system  as  that  the  results  of  which  were 
now  under  consideration.  As  a  check  upon 
railways  he  would  not  allow  them  to  bor- 
row at  all;  he  did  not  see  why  the  whole 
capital  of  a  railway  should  not  be  sub- 
scribed in  shares — why  it  should  not  be 
insisted  upon  that  the  whole  amount  re- 
quired should  be  absolutely  produced,  in- 
stead of  two-thirds  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  RADNOR  took  a  difTerent 
view  of  the  Sessional  Resolutions  from  that 
taken  by  the  noble  Lords  who  had  addree- 
sed  the  House  on  the  subject.  It  waa 
said  that  they  were  proposed  as  a  method 
for  purging  the  list  of  rtulroads  proposed 
to  be  made  of  those  of  an  improper  and 
objec tionable  character;  but  he  apprdiended 
that  the  Sessional  Orders  were  introdooed 
for  no  purpose  of  the  kind.  His  o|Hnion 
was,  that  they  were  brought  forward  to  r»- 
lieve  persona  who  had  got  thenuehres  talo 


those  Irish  Bills  which  had  already  arrived 
at  their  last  atage  to  be  read  a  third  time, 
because  they  would  be  met  by  a  similar 
Resolution  in  the  other  Ilouse.  But  though 
these  Resolutions  were  adopted  by  both 
Houses,  he  did  not  understand  it  to  be  the 
intention  te  require  meetings  to  answer 
both;  otherwise,  two  meetings  of  the  sub- 
scribers in  each  case  would  be  required, 
which  would  be  to  incur  a  useless  expense. 
To  attain  the  object  of  the  Resolutions, 
one  such  meeting  would  be  quite  sufficient. 
His  noble  Friend  {Lord  Monteagle)  had 
expressed  a  hope  that,  although  the  result 
of  a  meeting  of  scripholdera  might  be  to 
approve  of  a  Bill,  the  House  would  not 
therefore  pass  the  Bill  as  a  matter  of  course. 
But  the  expression  of  such  a  hope  was  nu- 
gatory ;  for,  under  the  Resolutions,  the 
meeting  did  not  take  place  till  previous  to 
the  third  reading;  and  it  waa  the  invariable 

Eractice  of  the  House,  when  a  private  Bill 
ad  passed  through  all  the  previous  stages, 
to  read  it  a  third  time  as  a  matter  of  course. 
He  thought  the  Resolution  might  have 
been  so  framed,  that  the  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  might  take  place  before  the 
Bill  went  into  Committee,  and  not  before 
the  third  reading.  There  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Select  Committee  from  sitting 
previous  to  the  meeting  being  held.  This 
ought  to  be  clearly  defined,  particularly  as 
the  question  of  expense  of  opposing  Bills 
was  involved.  If  the  Committee  was  se- 
lected and  sat,  and  the  expense  attendant 
on  it  was  incurred  before  tlie  meeting  was 
held,  and  their  decision  was  agiuuat  the 
passing  of  the  Bill,  then  a  useless  expense 
would  have  been  incurred,  and  the  Mem- 
bers of  their  Lordships'  House  would  have 
been  put  to  a  useless  trouble.  There  were 
two  points  to  which  he  hoped  to  receive  a 
reply  from  his  noble  Friend;  first,  if  it  was 
to  be  understood  that  the  meeting  of  share- 
holders might  be  held  before  the  Bill  was 
brought  before  the  Select  Committee;  and 
secondly,  if  it  was  necessary  that  two  meet- 
ings should  be  held  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  Sessional  Orders  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament. 

LoKD  REDESDALE  differed  with  his 
noble  Friend  who  had  just  sat  down,  with 
regard  to  the  time  when  the  mee^g  of 
shareholders  was  to  be  held,  so  far  aa  the 

Proceedings  of  Parliament  were  concerned. 
t  was  in  the  power  of  any  one  connected 
with  a  rulway  company  to  direct  the  pro- 
Tiaional  committoo  to  call  a  meeting  to  de- 
cide whether  a  Bill  should  be  proceeded 
with,  which  might  be  held  before  it  went 
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»  senpe  from  the  difficultiee  m  which  they 
irere  inTolved.  Noir,  he  (Lord  Radnor) 
objected  on  principle  to  Farliatnent  doing 
anjiliiog  of  the  Vind;  for,  b;  so  doing. 
Parliament  would  be  stultifying  itself  alto- 
gether. Farliament  bad  laid  down  rules 
to  regulate  the  introduction  of  those  mea- 
aoreB,  and  directed  that  certain  steps  were 
to  be  taken  by  those  persons  who  wished 
to  conttrnct  rulwajs  and  enter  into  those 
schemes.  Those  rules  had  been  well 
considered  bj  Parliament ;  and  the  per- 
sons who  were  to  be  affected  hy  those  Ses- 
sional Orders  had  obserred  all  those  rules: 
if  not,  their  Bills  would  have  been  thrown 
out  as  a  matter  of  course.  Some  persons 
had  verj  foohshlj,  and  through  a  rage  for 
gambling,  improridently  entered  into  those 
bargains;  and  now  the  Mouse  proposed  to 
go  out  of  its  waj  to  relieve  those  persons 
from  the  consequences  of  their  improvi- 
dence. By  so  doing,  he  repeated,  the 
Hoose  was  stultifying  itself,  and  also  hold- 
ing out  inducements  for  future  gambling 
of  the  same  description.  Nothing  could 
gire  greater  eonfidence  to  persons  in  trade 
than  to  know  with  certaiuty  the  rules  by 
which  they  were  to  bo  guided,  and  the 
propositions  before  Parliament  were  to  be 
regulated;  and  therefore,  though  he  might 
be  sorry  for  those  people,  be  felt  that  the 
oharacter  of  Parliament,  and  the  principles 
by  which  tbey  should  act,  were  of  more 
otmsequence  than  the  difficulties  of  those 

rple.  If  they  were  to  be  at  all  relieved, 
thought  they  would,  by  these  Resolu- 
tions be  proceeding  exactly  the  wrong  way. 
The  statement  was,  that  there  were  a 
great  many  of  those  people  who  wished  to 
get  out  of  those  difficulties;  why,  if  so,  let 
them  apply  to  Parliament  to  get  out  of 
them — lot  them  actively  move,  by  petition 
or  otherwise,  to  get  out  of  those  difficulties. 
But  then  it  had  been  sud,  that  there  were 
persons  engaged  in  those  transactions  to 
whom  it  would  be  disagreeable  to  have  it 
known  that  they  were  engaged  in  them, 
and  therefore  tliey  would  not  actively  exert 
themselves;  and  now  Parliament  was  tell- 
ing diem  that  if  they  did  nothing  tbey 
might  be  relieved  from  their  difficulties. 
But  what  probably  might  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  The  engineer  and  the  lawyer 
would  be  very  active;  and  if  the  persons 
wished  not  to  be  known  remained  passive, 
wid  sat  still,  they  would  let  the  others  have 
thdr  own  way.     He  apprehended  that  the 

S reposed  measure  would  enable  parties  to 
isM^ve  their  companies,  and  to  cease  the 
speculations  in  which  tbey  were  engaged; 


and  if  that  was  so,  why,  he  asked,  were 
the;  to  go  out  of  tiieir  way  to  pass  those 
Resolutions  in  order  to  tell  the  country, 
"  if  you  embark  in  wild  speculation.  Parlia- 
ment will  depart  from  the  usual  mode  of 
proceeding  to  give  you  relief?"  He(Lonl 
Radnor),  on  the  grounds  he  had  stated,  ob- 
jected altogether  to  those  Resolutions. 

Earl  FITZWILLIAM  said,  that  if  the 
object  of  the  Resolution  was  to  relieve  per- 
sons from  the  difficulties  in  which  they  had 
involved  themselves  by  railway  specula- 
tions, why  then,  undoubtedly,  he  would 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who  had  last 
addressed  the  House ;  but  he  apprehended 
that  the  real  object  of  the  Resolutions  was 
to  diminish  the  number  of  railway  schemes 
which  would  come  before  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  during  the  present  Session. 
That,  he  apprehended,  was  the  real  and 
ultimate  object  of  the  Resolutions  ;  and, 
now,  let  them  see  what  a  satire  it  was  on 
their  whole  proceedings,  to  come  forward 
with  a  proposition  for  a  measure  which  was 
to  be  applied  at  the  very  last  stage  of  the 
Bill.  This  was  a  satire  on  the  conduct  of 
Parliament,  and,  he  would  say,  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  Eiecutivo  Government.  All 
the  parties  who  were  concerned  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  great  Empire,  were,  he 
conceived,  very  much  to  blame  for  the  way 
in  which  they  had  acted  with  reference  to 
those  great  schemes  of  national  communi- 
cation. Let  them  take  twenty  of  those 
schemes,  and  suppose  that  eleven  of  them 
were  rejected :  they  had  no  security  from 
the  proceedings  which  they  caused  to  bo 
instituted  hy  those  Resolutions,  that  the 
eleven  that  were  to  be  withdrawn  were 
bad  schemes  ;  neither  bad  they  any  secu- 
rity that  the  lines  which  were  to  be  per- 
mitted to  go  on  were  good  schemes.  They 
might  bo  tho  contrary.  He  (Earl  Pitz- 
william)  should  move,  on  the  next  day,  for 
an  account  of  all  the  estimates  that  were 
deposited  for  different  railway  schemes  that 
were  brought  before  Parliament.  It  wag 
desirable  thoy  should  know  the  amount 
of  capital  tho  expenditure  of  which  they 
might  by  possibility  be  called  upon  to 
sanction  during  the  present  Session.  He 
wished  that  tho  Government  would  see  the 
difficulties  into  which  they  had  got  by  the 
mode  in  which  they  proceeded.  He  should 
view  with  great  pleasure  the  instituting  of 
some  authority  on  railway  matters  analogaas 
in  construction  and  principle  to  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  whole  railway  system  was 
of  great  national  importance  ;  and  it  was 
incumbeut  on  the  GoTemment,  or  Parlia- 
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meat,  to  form  Bom«  ftuthoriUtire  board  tm- 
der  whicli  the  system  ought  to  be  placed. 
Tbat  board  ihoi^d  have  a  staff  of  surveyors 
and  engineers,  above  all  snspician,  under 
its  control  ;  the  eonntrj  ought  to  be  Bur- 
vejed  bj  the  GoTemment,  and  upon  that 
aoTTej  the  hnoR  ought  to  be  laid  down.  By 
proceeding  in  that  way  an  immenae  masa 
of  expense  would  be  saved,  and  a  great 
deal  of  ill  feeling  and  squabbling  would  be 
avoided.  lie  should  move,  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  for  an  account  of  the  estimates  of 
all  the  different  lines  of  railways  that  were 
deposited  in  the  course  of  the  present 
Session. 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  had  great 
satisfaction  in  observing,  that  the  obji 
the  Resolutions,  and  the  main  outline  of 
the  plan  which  he  proposed  for  effecting 
that  object,  bad  met  with  the  approbation 
of  their  Lordships,  with  one  exception;  for, 
with  that  exception,  they  hod  all  expressed 
their  concurrence  in  the  objects  of  the  Re- 
Bolations,  though  they  had  arrived  at  tbi 
conclusion  on  different  grounds.  Many 
noble  Lords  who  had  addressed  the  House 
had  remarked  upon  the  system  which  it 
appeared  to  them  desirable  to  adopt ' 
ference  to  railways  in  general ;  and  they 
had  commented,  with  more  or  less  severity, 
on  the  proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  *" 
Temment  in  relation  to  that  system. 
hoped  their  Lordships  would  not  tbink 
meant  them  any  disrespect  if  he  abstained 
from  goiug,  at  present,  in  detail  into  a 
question  which  would  be  a  subject  for  con- 
■idcratioo  at  another  and  a  proper  time; 
and  when  that  proper  time  arrived,  he 
■hould  be  ready  to  defend  the  course  the 
Qovemment  had  taken.  lie  should,  there- 
fore, restrict  the  remarks  with  which  he 
had  to  trouble  their  Lordships  to  the  Re- 
solutions that  were  immediately  the  subject 
of  consideration  before  the  House,  and 
should  reply  to  the  questions  that  had  been 
put  to  him,  as  to  the  intention  and  effect 
of  the  various  clauses  of  those  Resolutions. 
An  objection  hod  been  made,  that  parties, 
Having  obtained  scrip  for  the  purpose  of 
having  votes,  would  thus  become  possessed 
of  an  unjust  and  unfiiir  advantage,  which 
would  injuriously  affect  other  parties.  He 
felt  bound  to  say,  that  trafGcking  might 
take  place  in  these  affairs  for  a  double 
purpose  ;  first,  for  a  matter  of  more  spe- 
culation, on  the  chance  of  a  residue  re- 
maining that  might  be  divided  among  the 
parties  who  possessed  the  scrip  ;  and,  in 
!  next  place,  where  scrip  wmitd  be  pur- 
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of  influencing  the  fate  <tfthoM  line*.  Thit 
such  attempts  would  b«  made  he  had  m 
doubt ;  and  that  there  might  b«  cues  b 
which  they  would  be  Baccesafally  mads  lit 
«ras  not  prepared  to  deny  ;  bat  that  It 
would  be  praclisod  to  such  an  extent  as  It 
constitute  a  great  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure, or  influence  the  fate  of  great  aad 
important  concerns,  he  entirelj  dmind. 
He  had  taken  every  meana  in  his  powtt 
to  acquire  information  on  the  nutter. 
He  had  sought  information  from  petMu 
instructed  on  the  subject,  and  they  statod 
their  conviction  that  the  practice  emdd  not 
be  exercised  to  such  an  extent  in  the  maih 
ner  suggested,  namely,  by  tbe  outlay  of 
small  sums  of  money,  as  to  influence  b 
fate  of  important  concerns;  and  he  alas 
understood  that  it  had  not  been  praetiied 
up  to  the  present  time.  But  the  gnvest 
objection  made  was  with  reference  to  tbs 
period  at  which  the  Reaolntion  waa  inti- 
mated; and  it  was  tiud  that  advantsgs 
would  be  taken  in  tbo  mean  time  of  t£« 
intentions  of  the  Government;  and  a  nobis 
Lord  (Lord  Honteagle)  supposed  the  east 
of  tbe  directors  of  a  compiuiv  who,  haTin; 
a  numbers  of  shares  in  their  own  hands, 
might  now  use  them  for  the  pnrpoae  rf 
iufiucncing  tbe  fate  of  that  eompuiy.  So 
far  OS  that  vras  concerned,  that  could  not 
be  had  recourse  to.  The  Residntion  ^n- 
Tided,  that  no  scrip  certificate  not  iaaued, 
or  the  duposits  in  respect  thereof  paid  be- 
fore the  31st  of  March,  shall  entitle  a  per- 
to  vote.  The  proof  of  the  deposit 
g  made  was  the  banker's  receipt,  and 
therefore  the  scrip  certificate  conid  not  be 
issued  unfairly,  because  the  banker's  re> 
■ipt  proved  the  payment  of  the  deposit. 
So  far,  therefore,  as  the  shares  were  n- 
tained  in  the  hands  of  the  directors,  he 
apprehended  that  his  noble  Friend  wonid 
find  that  the  trick  to  which  he  referred 
could  not  be  tried;  but  so  far  as  related  to 
the  e 
market,  1: 

of  complaint.  But  his  t 
all  endeavour  to  counteract  it  was  impos- 
sible, inasmuch  as  the  scrip  certificate 
bore  no  date — it  passed  from  hand  to  hand 
like  a  bank  note — there  was  no  memoran- 
trace  it.  Another  objection  had 
been  made  to  the  Resolution,  because  it 
said  that  the  object  of  it  was  to  sbid- 
ter  the  persons  who  were  engaged  in  these 
speculations,  and  to  protect  them  from  tbe 
consequences  of  their  own  imprudence  and 
folly.     It  was  said,  also,  that  the  object 


rip  that  bad  been  purchased  in  the 
t,he  admitted  there  might  be  ground 


r  was  that 


chased  with  tbe  iuteution  and  in  the  hope  I  was  to  get  rid  of  those  nihraj*.    Jmr« 
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)i4  would  uy  it  tu  deaintble  that  diOM 
parties  wlio  wiihed  to  bring  their  affiun 
to  a  concloaion  sbould  Iiats  the  meauB  of 
doing  bo;  and  the  intention  of  the  Bill  wu 
to  enable  parties  to  affect  that  objeot.  It 
was  to  prevent  provisional  direotors  from 
forcing  on  a  Bill  when  it  was  represented 
by  the  Bhareholders  to  be  cootrarj  to  their 
interests  to  have  it  proceeded  with,  that 
the  Reaolutiooa  wore  proposed.  There 
were  manj  reasons  which  rendered  a  nega- 
tive expression  of  opinion  unavailing,  and 
which  mduced  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  require  that  there  should  he  an  affirma- 
tive expression  of  opinion  before  the  Bill 
was  permitted  to  pass.  He  (Earl  of  Dal- 
liousie)  could  not  feel  the  force  of  the  ob- 
jection whioh  had  been  made  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Irish  Bills.  It  was  said,  deal 
ont  justice  to  all  alike,  and  do  not  except 
those  particular  schemes  from  the  opera- 
tion of  tbe  proposed  measure.  Now,  £F  the 
Otber  House  (^  Parliament  bad  not  already 
adopted  Resolutions  the  counterpartB  of 
thoeo  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  he  would 
be  tbe  lost  person  to  assent  to  the  proposi- 
tion that  those  Bklla  should  now  be  read 
there  a  third  time.  When  the  Bill 
lead  there  a  third  time  it  went  down  to 
the  other  House,  and  if  that  House  did 
not  give  ita  assent  to  the  third  reading, 
the  company  could  not  get  its  corporate 
powers  until  it  was  exposed  to  tbe  test 
which  they  meant  to  apply  to  all  the  others, 
It  was  B^d,  that  it  woidd  bo  ofFenHive  to 
the  dignity  of  that  House  to  agree  to  tbe 
Resolution ;  but  in  reply  to  that  i 
be  begged  to  say  that  it  was  not  necessary 
they  should  Bland  upon  tbeir  dignity.  Tbe 
other  House  bad  not  displayed  any  such 
tenderness  for  its  dignity.  That  House 
bad  passed  that  Resolution  ;  they  allowed 
Bills  that  stood  for  their  third  reading  to 
be  passed ;  tbey  did  tbat  before  the  Reao- 
lutions  were  proposed  in  that  House  ;  tbej 
ought,  therefore,  without  any  sacrifice  of 
their  dignity  in  tbat  House,  to  allow  Bills 


the  test  would  he  applied  there,  and  the 
application  of  the  teat  in  the  other  House 
would  fully  answer  every  purpose  of  jus- 
tice. It  was  thought  that  tho  Bills  would 
be  subjected  to  a  double  test ;  but  there 
waB  not  one  word  to  show  that  Bills  would 
be  twice  subjected  to  tbis  test ;  or  that 
any  Buch  double  test  would  be  proposed 
to  he  applied.  With  respect  to  the  stage 
of  tbe  BUI  at  which  the  parties  were  to 
inteifere,  he  adnutted  that  it  was  felt  to 


be  undeBirable  that  tbe  Hembera  of  both 
Honsea  of  Parliament  should  be  asked 
to  sit  on  Committees  on  a  measure  that 
light  not  afterward  be  prooeeded  with, 
and  their  labour  consequently  thrown  away. 
On  the  other  band  it  was  said,  if  yon  de- 
clare there  shall  be  no  Anther  progress  to 
a  measure  until  you  apply  this  test,  it  is 
to  say  you  shall  not  go  further,  and  there- 
fore it  was  thought  better  to  let  the  Mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  run  the  risb  of  some 
ivenienoe  rather  than  propose  to  stop 
the  progress  of  a'Bill  at  an  earlier  stage. 
Lord  MONTEAGLE   inquired  if  tbe 

Erivileges  that  were  extended  to  Bills  that 
ad  been  partly  gone  through  at  the  close 
of  last  Session,  would  be  also  extended  to 
urailiar  Bills  in  the  present  Session? 

The  Eabl  of  DALHO0SIE  replied,  it 

is  not  the  intention  of  the  Government 
that  what  bad  been  done  with  reference 
to  the  Bills  referred  to  bj  the  noble  Lord 
lost  Session,  should  ho  drawn  into  prece- 
dent. In  conclusion,  he  (the  Earl  of  Dal- 
housie)  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Houso 
would  not  object  to  the  passing  of  the 
Resolutions. 

Resolutjons  agreed  to.  Several  Amend- 
ments moved  and  agreed  to.  Resolutions 
as  amended  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hsuse  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS, 
Monday,  April  27,  1846. 


rilMApininuiiail  of  ■  Bbhop  lo  U»  £■■  of 
.— Bf  ale  RobBt  P*d1,  from  HuMUoom  Wtn- 
SpwlT  Ai(iunn»Dl  of  tbe  Chid. 
nwrctal  PoUiiy.—BT  Mr.  Hume,  (Km  Pniori,  Hig)>- 

croM,  In  h,Toar  qf  tb«  CuBtomi  DuUa  And  Ccun  Imporu- 
tioB  fii^U. — BTHTmlboD.  MfiDbeti,  ffom  Tukoui  plaoct, 

Bt  Mi.  rofDun,  mm  InhfUluu  ot  Bttdfinntn  ud 
lu  Neighbourhood,  i^aliut  Ihv  Bfquctti  Tor  Piout  imd 
Cbiritible  PuipoKi  Bill Bj  Mi.  Dupoh.  tma  Coo- 


la  or  the  Cltjr  uid  Borouih  of  Wlnchaler, 
W»id.  from  the  Corponlhjii  of  sbelBeld,  rt- 
'  EmplaymniL  nod  Refbrmuioo  at  DiidiArgcd 


r  Gloekpon  and  shiOrld,  ft»  Allention  of 
Law  TCfptctlDg  ExcitHble  Llqiwn. — By  Mr.  tluma.  ftOA 
Rapnukcn  an  Clyde,  sho  uie  Stnm  and  Viua  Poim 
in  Ihdt  Wotki,  for  Eiempllitg  the  Kopemiklng  Tnda 
fmB  tha  OparatloB  ef  Iba  Faalorla  AcL^By  Sir  Andmf 
Mth  H*T,  ftom  Pnialtftn  of  MUU  li  AHmiMii,  ilriM 


3%«  Uarqueu 


{COMMONS) 


of  Waterford— 


1072 


MR.  SMITH  O'BRIEN— REFUSAL  TO 

SERVE  0.\  COMMITTEE. 
Mb.  ESTCOURT  reported,  from  the 
Committee  on  RaJliray  Bilb,  Oroup  11 — 
■'  Tbat  tbe  Cammittcfl  met  at  One  o'clock  thii 
d*r,  pursiunt  to  appomtmenC,  and  that  Wiliiua 
Smith  O'Brien,  psquire,  one  of  the  Members  of  the 
njd  Committee  «s  not  present,  and  did  not  at- 
tend the  Conunittee  within  one  bour  of  tbe  time  of 
meeting  of  the  C-ommittee." 
He  now  mored  that  Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brien  be 
directed  to  attend  tlie  Committee  to-mor- 

■'  Ordered,  nem.  am.— That  William  Smith 
O'Brien,  esquire,  do  attend  the  said  Committee 
tthJaorrow ," 

Mk.  W.  S.  O'BRIEN  was  ready  to  at- 
tend  to  his  duty  in  everythiDg  in  V'liich  the 
interests  of  hia  constituents  were  concerned. 
Tbe  question  put  was  that  he  do  attend 
"  the  Committee."  This  being  so,  he 
begged  most  respcctfullj  to  say — and  for 
the  reasons  which  he  had  formerly  given— 
that  bo  would  not  attend  the  Conunittoo. 

THE  MARQUESS  OF  WATERFORD— 
ALLEGED  EVICTIONS. 

On  tbe  Motion  that  the  Order  of  the 
Day  for  resuming  the  Adjourned  Debate  on 
the  Protection  of  Life  (Ireland)  Bill  be 
read, 

M*J0R  BERBSFOBD  regretted  hia  ac- 
cidental absence  the  other  evening,  when 
ft  statement  was  made  by  tbe  hon.  Member 
for  Kilkenny  (Mr.  J.  O'Connell),  reapecU 
ing  certain  evictions  that  were  stated  to 
have  taken  place  on  the  estate  of  the  Mar- 
quess of  Waterford.  Before  entering  into 
»aj  detaila  be  would  state  hia  aolemu  belief 


that  no  landlord  in  tbe  kingdom  coaM  Am* 
an  inquiry  with  regard  to  the  management 
of  hia  property  more  confidently  than  that 
noble  Lord.  He  protested,  however,  againat 
the  conduct  of  eveij  individual  who  was  a 
landed  proprietor  in  Ireland  being  made 
matter  of  Parliamentary  inquiiy,  on  no  bet- 
ter authority  than  a  newspaper  report,  inaa- 
much  that  the  individual  himself  waa  either 
compelled  to  come  forward  peraonally,  if 
he  had  a  seat  in  that  House,  or  if  he  had 
not,  constant  watchfulness  waa  imposed 
upon  bis  relatives  to  protect  bis  name  atid 
character.  He  had  no  complaint  to  make 
against  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  for 
bringing  forward  the  statement  in  qnestion, 
because  it  was  circulated  in  the  leading 
journal,  in  the  great  organ  of  the  preas. 
But  he  waa  astonished  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber should  HO  readily  credit  a  report  in  that 
paper  to  the  prejudice  of  another  person, 
when  he  remembered  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
her  had  some  time  ago  complained  of  certain 
reports  emanating  from  the  same  source  with 
regard  to  the  hon.  Member's  father,  and 
had  not  only  declared  them  to  be  false,  in 
a  speech,  but  had  denied  them  in  a  publie 
letter.  He  wished  the  hon.  Member  bad 
eiercised  the  same  degree  of  caution  when 
other  people's  character  was  concerned. 
The  statement  in  question  waa  made  the 
subject  of  a  leading  article  in  the  paper  to 
which  he  alluded.  The  Timet;  and  be 
begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  following  graphic  description  from 
that  journal  of  the  occurrence  alleged  to 
have  taken  place ; — 

"  Within  these  few  dajs.  on  th«  Uai^nen  of 
Wateribrd's  estates,  a  whole  Tillage  coDtaininf 
flft)'  &miliea  and  277  penons,  ha*  been  nsed  to 
the  ground.  The  leate  expired,  and  fbrtfavith 
the  mandate  of  destruction  and  depopulation  was 
issued.  Neither  age  nor  sei  was  spared.  Bed- 
ridden and  helpless.  inGiDts,  widows,  orphans — all 
were  driien  awaj.  most  of  them  &om  tbe  soil  of 
tluir  birth.  A  miserable  pittanco  of compensatioa 
WIS  given  them,  a  few  shillings  to  help  them  to 
America:  and  there  end  the  indigenons  rights  and 
resources  of  the  multitude.  There  ends  iti  eon- 
nexion  with  the  laodlard.  its  claim  on  hii  pr»> 
portf,  its  appeal  to  his  bosom,  Tet  all  ia  legal: 
tiaamimjtit,  not  a  flaw  in  the  landlord's  case,  ex- 
cept what  the  desperalion  of  the  maltitude  mar 
have  imagined  or  invented.  The  tease  baa  n- 
pired,  and  with  it  ever)'  hold  the  poor  oteatnrM 
possessed  on  the  soil.  Ireland  ia  all  landlord  aad 
tenant.  The  tenant  being  ousted,  the  landlord 
occupies  his  room.  Nothinf:  reniains  of  the  one — 
the  other  is  all  in  all.  As  &r  as  regards  the  Mar- 
quess of  Wst«r£)rd  and  the  soii  of  Graigiboaeen, 
the  377  hare  utterly  ceased  to  be.  Thej  have  no 
more  relation  to  their  former  landlord  and  looalitjr 
than  atribeof  Esquii  '"  '   ~""  ''"         ' 


eemed.    We  night  b«  pnpartl  te  grant  evcrf* 
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tbing,  uid  MBD  more  tluui  aTOTtluii;,  IbM ' 
tUeged  to  nndieUa  and  eicuae  the  da«d. 
might  gnnt,  what  sppean  to  be  the  emie,  that  ths 
popalation  had  put  itself  into  a  hintile  position 
te  the  laadlord,  bj  j<Hiiinf  the  "  Repeal"  taWj 
OnbaniilT  tb«e  eiiat  re»Hi»  Etf  more  likely 
'b  of  their  landlord'!  tjxa- 


pathj.    The  Hanuea*  of  Waterfcrd,  though 
Iriihiiian,  wai  reall;  well  inclined  to  be  a  uk 


Whj 


...M,  and  worked  nrj  hard  to  improTe  the  oondi' 
lion  of  the  peo^  aboat  him.  In  retnn  ibr  thii 
hia  boondi  were  poieoned,  hii  itablei  burnt,  and 
llii  own  life  threatened.  All  hit  oomfbrt  and  lecu- 
rity  i>  deitro^ed,  and  he  finds  himielf  an  alien  in 
the  land  of  hii  &tben.  Such  ia  the  fearfiil  ba- 
lance of  injuriei — mieh,  to  take  the  Terr 
Mppoiition,  the  lirt  of  ratnliationa— moh  the  oa- 
lamit;  whioh  anaaaination  and  annojanoe  have 
BOisiblj  brought  on  the  oulcaata  of  Graigthoneen, 
With  all  this.  howBTor,  we  are  not  concerned, 
lleWliation  ia  the  pharaoteriitii:  ofsarago  life,  II 
ia  not  tbe  guide  of  n  ciTiliitd  age.  or  &r  the  Le- 
gidature  ef  a  Christian  country  to  compute  the 
■core  of  wrong  and  set  off  tbe  ecore  of  revenge. 
This  one  act  of  depopubtiou  i>  matter  enough  ibr 
national  inquir;.  Tbete  27T  are  not  refiuod  to  be 
eaat  aside  in  anjr  comer ;  the;  are  not  water  to  be 
dnined  in  tbe  ocean;  the;  are  Britiah  labjeoti. 
The  nation  has  a  right  to  inquire  what  has  beoome 
of  them — whether  the  j  lire  or  die— whether  thcj 
linger  on  the  bare  roadside,  or  crowd  the  neigh- 
bouring hovels,  or  pino  and  sicken  in  the  &miDO- 
itmck  town,  or  flock  to  the  neighbouring 
Suoh  things  are  not  allowed  in  England, 
■bould  Iroland  tiave  another  Ui  *" 
Now,  haviDg  read  Uub  article,  he  should 
take  the  liberty  of  stating  the  truth  of  the 
ease.  About  thirty  or  fort;  years  ago 
Mine  leaMS  had  been  made  by  the  lat« 
Lord  Waterford  of  aome  small  holdings, 
DODsistiag  of  from  one  to  two  acres  each, 
at  Qraigshoneea.  The  tenants  of  these 
had  underlet  these  small  holdings  to  several 
■mailer  occupiers,  and  pennitted  some  mi- 
«erable  cabins  to  be  erected  upon  them. 
Theao  cabins  were  not  occupied  by  people 
who  were  in  "  tbe  soil  of  their  birth,"  for 
they  were  strangers  from  Cork  and  Kerry, 
who  settled  down  in  Uiese  wretched  hovels. 
When  the  lease  expired  in  the  coarse  of 
last  summer,  no  ejectment  was  brought,  no 
compulsion  was  used,  and  no  attempt  was 
made  to  lemore  any  of  the  original  tenants. 
The  agent  of  the  Marquess  of  Waterford 
went  down  and  offered  a  few  of  the  under 
occupants  a  sum  of  money,  a  few  pounds, 
if  they  would  pull  down  their  cabins.  They 
cheerfully  accepted  the  offer.  The  agent 
went  away,  and  when  he  returned,  although 
he  had  o^ered  only  a  small  sum,  he  was 
besieged,  he  might  say,  by  others  of  the 
imder  occupants,  offering  to  pull  down  the 
remaining  cabins  on  receiving  tbe  sum  paid 
(o  the  first.  Lord  Waterford'a  agent  con- 
sented to  pay  them  the  money,  rad  there- 
apoB  they  polled  d»wn  th»  cabina,  and  left 


tbe  land  to  the  original  tenants,  minus  only 
the  cottages  that  had  been  erected  on  it. 
Not  one  person  had  been  dispossessed,  save 
by  his  own  voluntary  act,  and  tbe  original 
tenants  were  all  continued  upon  their  small 
holdings.  He  had  a  letter  fi'om  the  agent, 
and,  from  his  own  knowledge  of  the  case, 
he  could  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ment he  had  made.  [The  hon.  and  gallant 
Uember  read  a  letter  from  the  agent  of 
tbe  Marquess  of  Waterford,  who  stated 
that  there  was  no  angry  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  under  tenants  who  had  accepted 
the  allowance ;  that  the  noble  Marquess 
employed  ninety  men  in  draining  in  one 
place,  and  gave  employment  to  3lX)  in  an- 
other! and  that  every  improvement  was 
promoted  by  him.]  Such  was  the  real 
state  of  the  ease,  and  how  different  was  it 
to  the  statement  this  journal  had  made  out! 
It  was  a  strange  desperation  on  the  part  of 
the  excited  tenants  that  impelled  others  to 
request  to  be  put  in  the  same  position.  It 
was  not  to  be  supposed  the  people  considered 
that  any  injury  had  been  done  to  them, 
when  they  themselves  asked  that  their 
cabins  should  be  pulled  down.  The  kind- 
ness of  tbe  Marquess  of  Waterford  to  his 
tenantry  and  dependants  was  constant  and 
unvaried ;  he  lived  among  them  for  nine 
months  in  the  year  out  of  the  twelve ;  he 
spent  a  large  income  among  tiiem  ;  he  en- 
deavoured to  do  good  to  all  around  faim, 
and  set  an  example  to  all  landlords  in  Ire- 
land, Ho  was  assisted  by  a  lady,  whose 
charities  were  unostentatious,  but  most 
liberal  and  well  administered.  Such  waa 
tbe  nobleman  who  was  said  to  be  "  an 
alien  in  the  land  of  his  fathers."  The 
Marquess  ofWaterford  wasnot  afraid  to  go 
out  at  all  hours — be  required  no  Coercion 
Bill  to  protect  his  life  or  property.  He  only 
wished  for  protection  from  anonymous  as- 
sailants, who  either  knew  nothing  of  his 
character,  or  entirely  misunderstood  it. 

VibcodstINGESTRE  was  enabled,  from 
his  connexion  with  the  noble  Marquess,  to 
corroborate  every  particular  mentioned  by 
his  hon.  Friend.  Being  often  a  resident 
with  bis  noble  relative  in  Ireland,  he  was 
rejoiced  to  witness  the  manner  in  which  he 
managed  his  estates.  A  day  or  two  ago 
be  received  a  letter  from  the  Morqueas'a 
agent,  which  he  would  read : — 
'  "  I  think  it  probable  that  ■ome  notice  majr  be 
taken  in  Parliament  of  some  miserable  hovels  that 
have  Intel;  been  taken  down  b;  the  occupiers 
themselTes,  in  Graigshuneen,  which  is  pait  of 
Kilmacthonuis.  and  I  bare  deemed  it  prudent  to 
give  jou  a  italement  of  the  beta,  that  joa  OkJ 

be  (oabttd,  should  circuutsnoes  r«quir«  it,  to 
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lorda  of  IraUnd  gensntH j  imitiiwd  bia  *a^ 
ample.  After  the  eipUtution  wUdi  hMl 
been  g^ven  b;  the  bon.  Member  fin-  Har- 
wich &ere  was  only  one  coorae  ap^  to 
which,  had  it  been  mora  nnpleaaing, 
he  should  hare  felt  boand  to  pnraoe,  namelj, 
to  retovct  the  cliarge  he  bad  made  aguiut 
the  Uarqnesa  of  Waterford,  and  to  expreai 
regret  that  he  had  brought  it  before  tlw 

Hr.  O'CONNELL:  I  wiah  to  «4d  <hm 
word  on  thJi  subject.  I  am  anxioaB  to 
bear  mjr  wiOiiig  teatimonj  to  the  merita  mT 


iUte  Uwm.  LoH  Watoribrd  dcdnd  me  to  Mod 
it  U  jaa.  Be  is  doing  all  in  hii  power  to  gire  em- 
plojinelit  in  btptj  direction,  lie  ha)  near  300 
BKD  emplofod  eTerj  day,  and  would  emploj  more 
if  be  could  get  them.  We  are  at  thin  moment 
making  amuigement  witb  tbe  'ZcmrA  of  Workafbr 
enclouDg  Uk  dob  lands  at  Duogarroa.  toleljr  for 
tbe  porpoM  of  giTing  emplojiueot.  Lord  Water- 
fiird  ■  chief  object  ji  to  pve  employment  and  im- 
prOT«  hii  estale." 

He  wns  delig}it«d  at  the  opportunity  af- 
forded him  of  bearing  public  testimony  to 
the  manner  in  which  his  noble  Frieod  gave 
employment  to  the  poor  and  improted  his 
estates. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNELL  begged  to  thank 
the  hoD.  Member  for  Harwich  for  his 
courtoBj  in  gifing  him  on  intimation  of  bis 
intention  to  bring  this  subject  forward  to- 
night; and  ha  appreciated  the  conduct  of 
that  hoo.  and  gallant  Member  the  more 
highly,  becauae  it  might  naturally  be  sup- 
posed that  the  gallant  Member  would  be 
considerably  excited  at  a  charge  of  such  a 
nature  having  been  made  against  his  noble 
relative.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Harwich  hod  expressed  surprise  that 
he  should  be  so  ready  to  adopt  this  charge 
against  the  Man]uess  of  Waterford,  after 
he  hod  so  promptly  contradicted  a  charge 
of  a  somewhat  similar  nature  which  had 
been  trumped  up  last  November  against 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  was  mistaken  on  this  point. 
It  was  not  he  who  repelled  the  charge 
made  against  the  bon.  Member  for  Cork. 
With  regard  to  the  present  charge  against 
the  Marquess  of  Waterford,  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Harwich  must  do  him 
the  justice  to  admit  that  it  hod  been  for 
some  time  before  the  public ;  that  it  had 
been  repeated  in  two  or  three  newspapers; 
smd  that  no  contradiction  bad  been  put 
forth.  To  other  charges  recently  mode, 
as  to  the  eviction  of  tenantry,  a  contradiC' 
tiou  had  appeared  witbin  a  reasonable  time, 
He  did  not  express  any  opinion  as  to  the 
value  of  the  oontrodiction  f^ven  in  those 
eases ;  hut  he  must  be  allowed  to  say  that 
he  did  not  bring  forward  the  charges  against 
the  Marquess  of  Waterford  until  an  ample 
opportunity  of  contradicting  them  had  been 
afforded  to  the  friends  of  ^t  noble  Lord. 
Ho  was  happy  to  hear  the  explanation  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Harwich, 
and  was  bound  to  beu"  his  testimony  to  tbe 
general  merits  of  the  Marquess  of  Water- 
ford; and  he  must  state  that  on  hundreds 
of  occasions  he  had  heard  persons  most 
strongly  opposed  in  politics  to  that  noble 
Marqueas  expreBS  their  wish  that  tbe  laod- 


bear  my  willing  teatimony  to  t 
tbe  Marquees  of  Walerford  a 
landlord.  It  would  not  be  in  my  power  to 
use  language  sufficiently  strong  to  express 
mj  sense  of  the  merits  of  that  most  estim- 
able lady  (the  Marchioness  of  Waterfotd), 
who  bos  been  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  aiid 
gallant  Member  opposite.  Her  cluuitias 
arc  most  considerate,  well  managed,  and 
abundant ;  and  the  Marquess  of  Waterford 
is  certainly  one  of  the  best  landlords  in 
Ireland.  The  noble  Marquess  is  as  safi) 
in  his  own  country — in  every  port  of  it — as 
he  could  possibly  be  tn  this  House ;  and 
his  tenantry  ore  very  happy  in  having  sudt 
a  landlord.  The  only  point  on  whiob  I 
differ  from  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
opposite  (Major  Eeresford)  is,  as  to  hi* 
complaint  that  these  choirs  have  oht&ined 
publicity  in  the  newspapers.  Let  him  re- 
collect that  the  poor  have,  in  many  caoes, 
no  other  defender  than  the  press.  Tbe 
plan  I  adopted  when  charges  were  made 
against  me  in  the  press  was  to  meet  then 
at  once  through  the  same  medium;  and  tbe 
result  was  that,  though  I  may  have  been 
calumniated  on  many  of  those  charges,  tba 
entire  press  of  Ireland  took  part  with  me 
against  my  assailants.  I  think  we  sbonld 
not  discourage  the  press  from  taking  np 
the  cause  of  the  poor ;  but,  when  a  charge 
is  brought  falsely,  as  has  been  the  case 
here,  we  ought  to  adopt  the  cbooitel 
through  which  it  is  mode  as  a  means  of 
rebutting  it. 

Ma.  POULETT  SCROPE:  I  hope. 
Sir,  that  the  House  will  drair  the  tnw 
moral  frum  these  chaises  against  laad* 
lords  and  defences  of  landlords  with  respect 
to  their  Dse  or  abuse  of  thur  territorial 
rights  in  Ireland.  Why,  Sir,  ought  we  to 
have  any  of  these  questions  brought  before 
us?  How  is  it  that  we  are  call^  on  fron 
time  to  time  to  hold  these  sort  of  ioquisa* 
tions  into  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  pnn. 
perty?  For  this  reason  only.  Sir,  that  the 
pubUo  know,  when  a  crowd  of  "  wretches" 
m  Irehud  bare  tbeir  houses  pulled  dpWA 
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orer  (heir  heada,  ihay  faftra  no  reionree 
but  the  rotd  or  tbe  ditchei  by  ita  aide— that 
■uoh  an  ejeebnent  u  tantamonnt  to  a  len- 
tanee  of  death  upon  them,  of  death  bj  alow 
torture.  This  u  wbj  the  public  feel  on 
intereet  in  tbese  questions  aa  to  clearanoes, 
and  wbj  the;  are  brought  before  ns.  If  a 
reaonrae  were  open  bj  law  to  wretobea 
driTen  in  tbia  way  from  their  homea,  aa  ia 
tbe  oaae  in  England,  no  one  would  tlkink 
of  intMfering  with  the  oonduot  of  landlord! 
to  their  tenantry.  But  in  Ireland  it 
otbenriae;  and,  therefore,  when  the  pnb 
hear  of  fifty  or  aixtT  fainilie*  having  their 
honsea  at  once  pulled  down  over  their 
beads,  the  public  is  intereated  in  asking 
the  question,  "  What  baa  become  of  the 
konseleas  wretches?  Have  they  found, 
can  they  find  any  other  shelter?"  And 
all  know  the  answer.  They  crowd  into  the 
•nburba  of  the  neareat  town,  and  before 
long  sicken  and  die  of  want  and  fever,  as 
Dr.  Doyle  describea  so  graphically  of  si- 
milar "wretches."  I  have  no  wish  to 
eanvaaa  the  Marquees  of  Waterford's  hu- 
manity, with  which  we  ought  to  have  no- 
thing to  do ;  but  as  it  has  been  brought 
before  tbe  House,  I  will  ovm  I  am  not  quite 
satisfied  of  the  humanity  of  hia  proceedings, 
eren  as  stated  by  hia  friends.  It  is  said 
tbe  expelled  cottiers  polled  down  their  own 
houses  and  went  willingly  away.  Ob,  Sir, 
they  knew  very  well,  no  doubt,  that  if  they 
had  not  done  bo,  the  next  day  an  ejectment 
would  have  turned  them  out,  and  without 
that  poor  compensation  of  a  pound  or  two 
which  it  seems  tbey  got  for  removing  tbem- 
selves.  Unless,  therefore,  I  am  told  that 
tbe  Marqness  of  Waterford  took  ample 
precautions  for  securing  to  the  cottiers  ne 
ejected  some  other  shelter,  some  other 
means  of  existence,  than  tbe  littlo  holdings 
they  occupied  on  his  estate,  1  cannot  think 
that  he  fulfilled  that  duty  to  those  who 
were,  afterall,  his  tenantry,  sinoe  he  found 
them  occnpying  lands  and  houses  on  his 
eatate — that  duty  of  which  we  have  heard 
as  imposed  by  oommon  humanity,  if  not  hy 
law,  on  a  landlord.  Be  this  as  it  may,  Sir, 
I  do  trust,  as  I  said  at  first,  that  Par- 
liament will  draw  the  right  moral  from 
these  talea,  and  by  giring  some  other  re- 
soarce  to  tiie  poor  of  Ireland  than  casual 
dependeneo  on  a  landowner's  mercy,  will 
render  it  unneoessaiy  for  us  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment on  the  more  or  less  of  humanity 
exercised  by  them  towards  their  tenants. 

TBE  BBIDPORi;  ELECTION. 
IfR.  CHRISTIE  wiahed  to  put  a  quei- 


tion  to  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  C.  Wood) 
who  bad  been  Churman  of  the  Committ«« 
appointed  to  try  the  petition  agunst  the 
return  of  Mr.  Coohrane  for  the  borough  of 
Bridport.  That  petition  charged  grave  and 
extensive  treating,  bribery,  and  corruption 
ag^ust  Mr.  Cochrane,  and  no  leas  than 
ninety-ail  individuals  who  had  voted  fee 
that  Gentleman  ware  objected  to  on  tbo 
gronnd  of  bribery.  When  tbe  Committee 
met,  after  some  skirmishing  among  aonn> 
sel.  which  was  well  adapted  to  prevent  any 
suspicion  of  a  compromiae,  it  was  agreea 
to  postpone  the  cases  of  bribery,  and  pn>> 
eeed  with  tbe  scrutiny.  The  inquiry  began 
and  ended  with  the  transfer  of  one  vote, 
and  the  matter  waa  arranged,  apparently, 
witb  much  unanimity.  An  Act  waa  posaed 
in  1842,  at  the  instance  of  the  noble  Mem- 
ber for  the  city  of  London  (Lord  J.  Rus- 
sell), in  order  to  proride  agunst  compro- 
misea  or  arrangements  to  prevent  eases  of 
bribery  from  being  bronght  under  the  cog. 
niiance  of  Blectiou  Committees,  Now,  the 
general  impression,  from  the  proceeding! 
before  the  Bridport  Electbn  Committee, 
waa.  that  a  compromiae  had  been  entered 
into  to  prevent  the  Committee  from  inves- 
tigating tbe  charges  of  bribery.  The  first 
clause  of  the  Act  to  whioh  he  had  re- 
ferred, provided  that  if  cbargea  of  bribery 
and  corruption  alleged  in  petitions  were  not 
proaeouted  before  Election  Committees, 
such  Committees  should  be  empowered  to 
inquire  whether  the  nq;;lect  to  prove  anob 
legations  arose  from  any  compromise, 
arrangement,  or  understanding,  to  avoid 
the  discovery  of  bribery  ;  and  the  Act  au- 
thorised Committees  in  aucfa  caaea  to  exa- 
mine the  sitting  Member  or  Members,  or 
candidates,  or  any  parties  they  might 
choose  to  call  before  them.  He  wished  to 
ask  whether  it  was  tbe  intention  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  try  the  Bridport 
Election  Petition,  to  institute  any  inquiry 
aa  to  the  eireumstances  under  which  the 
charges  of  bribery  alleged  in  the  petition 
had, been  abandoned;  or  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  recommending  the  House  to 
make  some  further  inquiry  on  the  sub- 
ject? He  (Mr.  Christie)  might  be  per- 
mitted to  state,  that  Bridport  was  one  of 
those  places  which  gave  rise  to  the  contro- 
versies that  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  Bill 
introduced  by  the  noble  Lord, 

Mr.    C.    wood    acknowledged    the 
lurtesy  of  the  hon.    Member  for  Wey- 
mouth in  giving  bim  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  pat  this  qnestiMi,    He  bad  not  had 
an  opportuiit;  of  communieatiii^  with  th«- 
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lion.  Gentlemen  who  were  his  Colleagues 
oa  the  Bridport  Election  Committee ;  but 
he  wae  sure  ibej  would  not  object  to  his 
givinz  a  full  explanation  in  reply  to  the 
question  of  the  faon.  Member  for  Wey- 
mouth. It  was  tnie  that,  by  a  recent  Act, 
Election  Committees  were  empowered  to 
inquire  into  cases  of  compromiBe  ;  but  he 
hod  always  considered  it  the  first  and  most 
important  duty  of  such  Committees  to  do 
impartial  justice  between  the  petitioner 
and  the  person  against  whom  the  petition 
was  presented ;  and  the  Bridport  Committee 
hod  acted  on  that  view.  The  counsel  for 
the  petitioner  against  the  return  of  Mr, 
Cochrane  stated  that  he  had  a  case  of  bri- 
bery, and  be  had  also  to  demand  B  scru- 
tiny;  and  he  elected  to  proceed,  in  the  first 
instance,  with  the  BCrutinj.  It  was  proved 
before  tlie  Committee  that  Mr.  Cochrane 
had  been  returned  by  b  majority  of 
and  that  this  majority  was  attributable  to 
the  fact  that  a  voter  who  polled  for  Mr. 
Romilly  had  been  entered  as  voting  for 
Mr.  Cochrane.  It  was  therefore  clear, 
under  these  circumHtances,  that  Mr.  Ro- 
milly  was  entitled  to  he  returned.  Mr. 
Cochrane's  counsel  atlmitted  this  ;  and 
upon  the  single  cose  he  (Mr,  Wood)  had 
mentioned,  the  Committee  determined  that 
Mr.  Cochrane  was  not  duly  elected,  and 
declared  Mr.  Rumilly  to  be  duly  elected. 
Mr.  Cochrano's  counsel  stated  that  the 
scrutiny,  if  entered  into,  would  occupy  a 
considerable  time,  as  U6  persons  who  had 
voted  for  that  gentleman  were  objected  to 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Romilly.  The  hou.  Mem- 
ber for  Weymouth  was,  however,  in  error 
in  supposing  that  the  whole  of  those  96 
were  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  bribery. 
The  objections  taken  to  those  voters  were 
various.  Some  were  objected  to  on  the 
ground  of  bribery,  and  others  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  not  legally  qualified 
or  duly  registered,  lie  must  say,  that 
when  the  Committee  was  appointed,  he 
fully  expected  it  would  sit  not  merely 
for  days,  hut  for  some  weeks.  It  ^as 
considered  by  the  counsel  for  the  respective 

farties,  that,  under  the  eircumstances  he 
ad  mentioned,  it  was  not  worth  while  to 
proceed  with  the  scrutiny;  anil  the  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  felt  the  only  conclusion 
they  could  come  to  was,  that  Mr.  Cochrane 
had  not  been  duly  elected,  and  that  Mr. 
Romilly  should  he  duly  returned  as  the 
representative  of  Bridport.  He  now  came  to 
the  question,  whether  the  Committee  ought 
to  have  prosecuted  any  further  inquiry  as  to 
tlie  circumstances  under  which  the  charges 


of  bribery  were  withdrawn.  He  (Hr.  G.  I 
Wood)  considered  that  the  Cooimittta 
ought  not  to beinfluenced  by  anything  wluch 
had  come  to  their  knowledge  unconneAci 
with  the  discharge  of  their  daliea.  He  U 
not  attach  the  shghtest  value  to  the  ilk- 
gation  in  the  petition  that  brihety  U 
taken  place.  He  hod  never  yet  had  iIm 
good  fortune  to  sit  upon  any  Election  Con. 
mittee  before  whom  bribery  was  not  it 
leged.  The  petition  against  Mr.  Coehntu 
alleged  that  extensive  treating  had  tak« 
place  at  the  late  Bridport  election;  but  Iba 
first  thing  the  counsel  for  the  petitioMt 
did,  was  to  state  that  there  was  not  tin 
slightest  pretence  for  saying  that  then 
had  been  any  treating  whatever,  and  that 
learned  counsel  did  not  allege  that  any 
systematic  bribery  hod  been  committtd. 
Now,  as  there  wos  no  evidence  whatmtr 
before  the  Committee  to  show  that  say 
bribery  or  treating  had  taken  place,  and  tf 
no  such  assertion  was  made  in  the  openiog 
speech  of  counsel,  he  did  not  think  the 
Committee  were  called  upon  to  institste 
any  further  inquiry,  or  to  recomm^id  the 
House  to  pursue  such  a  course.  If  any 
parties  at  Bridport  had  reason  to  auppOH 
that  extensive  bribery  had  taken  place  ia 
that  borough,  it  was  open  to  them  to  pre- 
sent B  petition  to  the  House  praying  for 
further  investigation.  He  certainly  did  not 
think  anything  hod  transpired  before  the 
Committee  which  would  justify  them  in 
recommendmg  any  further  inquiry. 

Mk.  G.  BANKES  did  not  rise  to  com. 
plain  of  the  Committee  for  exercising  the 
discretion  vested  in  them  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  declining  to  prosecute  uiy  in- 
quiry into  the  allegations  of  bribery.  Ue 
was  disposed  to  hope,  for  the  honour  of  the 
county  ho  represented,  that  Bridport  was 
as  immaculate  as  Boy  borough  in  the  king- 
dom. He  wished,  however,  to  ask  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  whetlier  they 
had  not  decided  a  point  which  was  not  000. 
tiuned  in  the  record?  He  had  read  over 
the  petition,  and  he  did  not  find  any  alle- 
gations relative  to  a  scrutiny — any  asser- 
tion that  a  vote  tendered  for  one  candi. 
date  had  been  catered  as  for  the  other. 
Tliis  was,  he  understood,  the  point  upon 
which  the  Committee  hod  unseated  Mr, 
Cochrane.  He,  therefore,  felt  disposed  t* 
move  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Commit- 
tee be  printed  before  Mr.  Romilly  be  al- 
lowed to  replace  Mr.  Cochrane  BB  the 
representative  of  Bridport ;  for  he  pre- 
sumed it  was  not  competent  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  tftke  into  condderftlioa  any  nwU 
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tor  not  contained  in  the  record  or  petition. 
Thii,  at  least,  was  tlie  rule  hj  which  the 
courts  of  law  were  governed.  Ho  woidd 
therefore  move,  u  an  Amendment  on  the 
Order  of  the  Daj,  that  &e  proceedings  of 
the  Bridport  Election  Committee  be  printed. 
[The  Speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  must 

S're  notice  of  the  Motion.]  He  would, 
en,  give  notice  thM  he  would  to-morrow 
move  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Commit- 
tee be  printed,  with  the  underetanding  that 
the  hon.  Member  who  had  been  declared 
duly  elected  by  the  Committee  should  not 
take  his  seat. 

Sid  G.  obey  would  suggest  to  bis  hon. 
Friend  near  him  (Mr.  C.  Wood),  and  the 
o^er  hon.  Qeutleman  who  had  been  Mem- 
bers of  the  Bridport  Election  Committee,  the 
propriety  of  abstaining  from  entering  into  a 
discussion  on  this  subject.  The  points 
which  had  been  mentioned  were  strictly 
legal  points,  which  might  have  been  raised 
b^ore  the  Committee;  and  which,  for  any- 
thing the  House  knew  to  the  contnuy,  had 
been  raised  there,  and  decided  by  the  Com- 
mittee; and,  if  auch  questions  were  to  be 
mooted  in  the  House,  they  would  be  in- 
Tolved  in  almost  interminable  discussions. 
He  hoped  ^e  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  G.  Bankes)  would  see,  on  refiection, 
that  this  was  a  question  which  ought  not 
to  be  raised  in  the  House.  He  (Sir  0. 
Grey]  saw  no  objection  to  the  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member,  that  the  procee^ngs  of 
the  Committee  should  be  pnnted;  and  he 
could  not  conceive  that  sutdi  a  suggestion 
would  meot  with  any  opposition;  but  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Gen^eman  would  content 
himself  with  smbmitting  that  Motion  to 
the  House. 

The  subject,  after  a  brief  conversation, 
was  dropped. 

OUTRAGE  AT  SHEFFIELD. 
Mb.  C.  POWELL  said,  a  few  pights 
■go  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  &e  Home  Sec- 
retAry  to  a  statement  in  a  newspaper 
which  excited  in  his  mind  feelings  very 
different  from  those  which  appeared  to  be 
exhibited  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and 
very  different  from  what  he  manifested  at 
accounts  in  Irish  newspapers  of  Irish  out- 
rages. It  appeared  from  a  Sheffield  paper 
diat  very  great  devastation  had  been  caused 
in  that  town  by  an  infernal  machine.  The 
aeeonnt  given  of  the  matter  was  as  fol- 


of  this  towD  hM  takin  pUce,  and  we  regret  to  ttata 
th&t  it  IB  the  lecond  occurrence  of  ths  kind  within 
the  Bpace  of  only  a.  fortnigbt.  The  macbine  for 
effecting  an  eiplosioa  on  the  premiwi  of  Menre. 
S.  uid  W.  M*nhall,  edge-tool  aadioythe  nunu&c- 
turera,  of  Allen-street,  coniisted  of  on  iron  tube 
ibout  three  feet   in  length,  Knd  three  and  a  half 


The  it 


is  filled  with  powder,  &ad  the  epot  vbor«  il 
stmotiTO  powers  are  to  be  brought  inl«  operntion 
being  lelQclcd,  the  person  who  depoaits  it  lights 
the  fiuee,  had  tbe  ignition  of  tbe  gunpowder  ia 
effected.  In  the  mean  time,  th«  dutordlf  eon- 
trivers  of  this  mode  of  Tengeonce  make  off.  Im- 
mediately after  tbeexptoiion  at  Uesirs.  Msrsball's, 
two  men  wera  seen  ai  if  making  their  way  fiom 
tbe  direction  of  tbe  premiwa.  In  the  present  easo 
the  damage  done  ii  trifiing.  Thia  ia  nothing  in 
comparison  with  tbe  unhappiuoit  of  living  under 
a  system  of  terror,  which  Uioie  who  oantrive  tbe 
deatruotire  misailea  seek  to  uphold." 

It  appeared  irom  that  account  that  detec- 
tion was  not  more  easy  in  Sheffield  than 
in  Ireland.  He  understood  that  these  acts 
of  disorder  were  not  new  in  Sheffield,  but 
had  prevailed  more  or  less  since  1837. 
When  he  first  called  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Home  Secretary  to  such  an 
outrage  in  Sheffield,  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net appeared  to  receive  the  statement  with 
an  incredulous  smile;  hut  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  since  then  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet considered  the  matter  to  be  mora 
serious.  It  hod  been  inquired  into  by  the 
local  magiatrates,  who  deemed  it  indlspen- 
that  some  remedy  should  be  applied ;  and, 
under  these  circumstances,  he  wished  to 
know  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  whe- 
ther he  intended  to  introduce  a  clause  into 
the  Irish  Coercion  Bill  providing  for  tlie 
protection  of  life  and  the  prevention  of  as- 
sassination in  Sheffield  1 

Sir  JAMES  GRAHAM  observed,  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  asked  him  a  question  in  refer- 
ence to  an  alleged  crime  at  Sheffield,  at 
which  period  he  hod  received  no  informa- 
tion respecting  it.  Since  that  period  ho 
was  grieved  and  ashamed  to  say,  that  ha 
had  received  official  information  that  two 
crimes  similar  to  that  described  in  tha 
newspaper  from  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  quoted,  had  been  committed  in  Shef- 
field; and  he  was  also  bbund  to  state,  and 
he  did  so  with  regret,  that  this  was  not 
the  first  time  that  a  dastardly  offence  of 
this  description  had  b^en  committed  iu 
Sheffield.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
bound  to  say,  that  Sheffield  waa  the  only 
town  in  England  where  crimes  of  thia 
description  were  committed;  and  with  re- 
spect to  Sheffield,  he  could  also  state  with 
satisfaction  that  the  mavor  and  cemnxnt 
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eoancil,  vlio  .were  cbo«en  under  r  Byatem 
of  an  extensive  sufirago,  ha<1  corresponded 
with  the  GoTemment,  and  manifeated  the 
most  earnest  desire  that  the  pereous  guilty 
of  this  terriblo  oflence  should  be  brought 
to  justice.  The  Representatives  of  Shef- 
field had  also  communicated  with  the  Go- 
vernmeDt;  and  it  appeared  that  all  the 
most  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  town 
concurred  in  the  desire  that  the  perpetrat- 
ors of  this  crime  might  be  discovered  and 
brought  to  punishment.  The  working 
classes,  also,  understanding  that  if  this 
crime  were  not  put  an  end  to,  the  trade  of 
Sheffield  must  be  destroyed,  partook  in  the 
desire  that  the  perpetrators  of  this  infamous 
ofTcncc  might  be  brought  lo  Justice.  A 
large  rewarf  for  the  discovery  of  the  offend- 
ers had  been  offered;  and  Government  had 
instituted  such  proceedings  as  they  thought 
were  calculated  to  bring  to  justice  the 
giulty  parties.     He  certainly  was  not  pre- 

Earcd  to  include  Sheffield  in  the  Irish  Bill; 
at  he  would  say,  that  if  the  Uw  as  it 
stood  shoidd  be  found  inadequate  to  put  an 
end  to  the  perpetration  of  this  offence,  and 
any  additional  legal  ineaBures  should  be 
necessary  for  its  prevention,  he  should  not 
hesitate,  under  his  official  responsibility, 
to  propose  such  measure  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PARKER  said,  that  he  and  his 
hon.  Colleague  hod  communicated  with  the 
Goveruraent;  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
BO  far  from  wishing  to  avoid  a  proper  cou- 
flidoration  of  the  subject,  had  assured  them 
of  his  desire  to  take  every  possible  step  to 
promote  the  tranquillity  of  Sheffield,  and 
to  put  down  by  every  means  in  the  power 
of  the  Government  and  Executive  these 
outrageous  and  disgraceful  proceedings. 
Among  the  inhabitants  of  Sheffield  there 
was  but  one  feeling  of  disgust  and  regret 
at  them,  mingled  with  consternation  and 
alarm;  because  these  outrages  affected 
the  stability  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
trade  of  the  town.  It  was  felt  that,  if 
these  offences  were  to  go  on,  without  the 
perpetrators  being  discovered,  the  hitherto 
prosperous  trade  and  manufactures  of  Shef- 
field would  be  brpught  to  an  unfortunate 
conclusion.  Every  body,  therefore,  of 
every  degree,  was  most  anxious  that  the 
offenders  should  bo  discovered,  and  an  ex- 
ample made  of  them.  One  matter  which 
struck  him  he  would  mention  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet — for  destruction  of  property, 
committed  in  open  violence,  the  hundred, 
the  borough,  or  the  district,  was  liable 
under  tlie  old  Saion  law;  but  for  offences 
of  the  kind  just  brought  nnder  the  notice 
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of  the  House,  there  was  do  remedy  i 
compensation.     In  this  instAitce,  the  ji 
prietors  of  the  premises  injured  were  tl 
ladies  of  smaU  means,  and  diej  conU  not 
even  prevent  their  tenanta  front  cmploiTiiig 
the  parties    who   were  supposed  to    have 
caused  the  explosion.      These    ladies  suf- 
fered all  the  injury  and  had  do  remedy. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

HEALTH  OF  TOWNS. 

Lord  DUNCAN  inquired  whether  h 
were  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
proceed  this  Session  with  the  Health  of 
Towns  Bill,  brought  in  last  Session  ? 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  said,  it  appearnd  to 
him  that  there  was  as  much  busineM  al- 
ready for  the  House  to  perform  aa  it  wms 
likely  to  transact  in  a  reasonable  time. 
The  Bill  to  which  the  noble  Lord  referred 
was  introduced  last  Session,  and  circolsted 
throughout  the  country  during  the  reeew. 
Various  suggestions  had  been  made,  and 
the  Amendments  so  suggested  had  been 
incorporated  in  the  Bill;  but,  from  his 
experience  iu  that  House,  he  must  say, 
that  it  was  not  prudent  to  lay  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  Bills,  with  respect  to  whieh 
there  was  no  probability  of  thdr  farther 
progress.  The  Bill  to  which  the  noUe 
Lord  referred  was  matured;  and  he  should 
lay  it  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  if  he  saw 
a  fair  prospect  of  his  being  able  to  pass  it; 
but  at  the  present  moment  he  moat  decline 
promising  to  do  so. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  read. 

PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  (IRBLAMD)— AD- 
JOUENED  DEBATE  {SIXTH  NIGHT). 

On  the  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  fat 
resuming  the  Adjourned  Debate  upon  this 
BiU, 

Mr.  M'CARTHY  said  :  At  this  stage 
of  the  debate  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
trouble  the  House  with  long  statistical  de- 
tails to  prove  what  is  the  present  condition 
of  Ireland.  In  endeavouring  to  find  a  re- 
medy for  a  great  and  admitted  evil,  the 
first  consideration  which  naturally  presents 
itself  is  the  origin  of  the  evil.  Member  after 
Hembor  has  risen  in  this  House  and  *»■# 
declared — and  the  statement  has  not  beea 
denied — that  those  outrages  have  their 
origin  in  agrarian  causes — that  they  Aotr 
from  that  unhappy  connexion  which  exists 
between  the  owners  and  the  occupiers  at 
the  soil.  What  is  the  remedy  which  the 
Government  proposes  for  the  disease  ?  The  ' 
alleged  object  of  the  present  Billis  topretent 
crime,  and  to  detect  it  when  c '"  ' 
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Tlia  ink  object,  1  fear,  will  not  be  ucom* 
pUehed,  for  it  is  a  Umentable  chAracteriatio 
of  thoM  outrages  thftt  they  ue  conunitted 
for  the  greater  put  in  the  noon-daf.  Unlike 
other  delinquente,  the  perpetrators  of  these 
outrages  seek  not  the  oorert  of  night. 
They  are  for  the  moat  part  strangers  to  the 
locality  where  the  erimea  are  conunitted, 
and  are  men  of  the  moat  reckless  character. 
The  Oovemment  may  succeed  in  locking 
up  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  Ireland  from 
sunset  to  sunrise  ;  but  con  they  prevent 
those  daring  men  meeting  in  Uie  lonely 
glen  or  the  mount«n  heath  to  concoct  their 
schemes  of  blood  ?  As  to  the  detection  of 
orime  when  committed,  I  think  the  Bill  will 
be  equally  inefficacious.  At  present  Qovern- 
ment  offers  great  rewards  for  the  detection 
of  offenders,  and  yet  complains  that  it  b 
unable  to  procure  eTidence.  Is  it  to  be 
imagined  that  the  levying  of  the  proposed 
rate  on  the  inhabitants  of  a  disturbed  dis- 
trict will  hold  out  a  greater  inducement  to 
give  evidence,  than  the  high  rewards  already 
offered  by  the  Ooremmenl !  I  disapprove 
in  toto  of  the  terying  of  such  a  rate  in  Iro- 
land,  and  fear  that  if  it  be  persisted  in,  the 
foundations  of  property  wUl  be  shaken  to 
their  very  basis.     Sir,  the  more  I  reflect 

Son  this  Bill — the  more  I  consider  its  in- 
eqnacy  to  secaro  the  objects  which  it 
purports  to  have  in  view — the  more  tho- 
roughly persuaded  I  became  that  it  has 
not  originated  with  or  been  shaped  and 
iashioned  by  either  of  the  right  hon.  fia- 
ronete  opposite.  It  wants  that  fitness  for 
its  object,  it  lacks  that  adaptation  of  moans 
to  the  end,  which  shows  the  hand  of  the 
master.  But  I  think  I  can  trace  it  to  its 
source;  I  believe  I  can  point  out  the  hands 
by  which  it  has  been  wrought.  Sir,  it  is 
the  misfortune  of  the  Irish  Administration, 
and  not  merely  of  the  present,  but  of  almost 
even  Administration  which  has  preceded 
it,  that  the  government  of  that  country  is 
not  oonducted  by  statesmen,  hut  is  a  go- 
Yemment  of  law  officers.  You  send  over 
to  Ireland  a  chief  governor.  It  may  be 
some  English  nobleman,  who  had  spent  his 
life  in  the  innocent  occnpations  of  a  coun- 
try gentleman  ;  it  may  be  some  gallant 
eoldier,  distinguished  for  his  hravory  in  the 
field  ;  or  it  is  perhaps  some  veteran  diplo- 
matist, accustomed  to  the  intrigues  of 
courts,  and  inured  to  all  the  tedious  pro- 
cesses of  protracted  negotiations;  but,  one 
and  all,  they  arrive  in  that  oountry  totally 
unacquainted  with  it,  knowing  nothing  of 
its  people,  of  their  character,  their  wants, 
thmr  faeHngB,  tiieix  paseioiUi  their  prejn- 
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dioes— of  all  those  elements  which  must 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  any  man 
who  would  govern  a  people.  To  assist 
such  a  Lord  Lieutenant,  you  send  over  a 
chief  secretary,  gifted  with  the  same  nega- 
tive accomplishments.  They  arrive  in  Ire- 
land, and  uiey  must  endeavour  to  obtain 
information — they  must  take  counsel.  Then 
present  themselves  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown — tho  Attorney  General,  the  So- 
licitor General,  and  the  counsel  to  ihe 
Castle.  These  are  gentlemen  who,  having 
breathed  for  so  lung  a  time  the  pure  air  of 
the  courts  of  law,  must  be  supposed  to 
have  purged  off  all  party  heats  and  secta^ 
rian  prejudices,  and  become  enamoured  of 
impartial  justice.  They  are  men  deeply 
read  in  the  history  of  Ireland,  as  that  his- 
tory is  to  be  seen  in  penal  statutes  and  the 
criminal  code.  They  are  perfectly  con- 
versant with  tho  grievances  of  the  people, 
and  the  modes  of  redressing  them,  as  they 
are  to  be  found  in  Insurrection  Acts,  White- 
boy  Acts,  Coercion  Acts,  and  the  State 
Trials.  They  are  men,  too,  of  elevated 
views.  They  have  their  eyes  continually 
filed  on  a  lofty  object — the  Bench.  Towards 
that  object  they  advance  with  a  steadiness 
and  resolution  not  to  be  shaken  ;  and, 
whilst  gazing  on  that  high  eminence,  it 
would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  that  they 
should  take  note  or  observation  of  the  in- 
ferior objects  which  are  passing  around 
them.  Such  are  tho  men,  and  such  their 
accomplishments,  to  whom,  as  it  were  by 
the  necessity  of  things,  the  government  oT 
Ireland  is  committed.  In  a  dark  chamber 
of  Dublin  Castle  these  worthies  meet — 
"BrcntoiqnB,  Steropeique,  et  Dudu,  membra 
Pjraomon." 

There  the  armour  of  the  Irish  Government 
is  to  be  furbished  up,  there  is  forged  the 
rod  with  which  Ireland  is  to  be  ruled.  It 
is  stated  "the  people  are  complaining  of 
grievances,  they  are  combining,  confeder- 
ating, assembling,  and  calling  aloud  for  re- 
dress." "  Give  them  a  State  prosecution," 
says  Brontes.  But  some  evil-disposed  per- 
sons in  the  agriculturaldistricts  are  searching 
for  and  robbing  arms.  "  Give  them  an  Arms 
Bill,"  says  Steropes,  "in  order  that  thev 
may  know  where  the  arms  are  to  be  found.  ' 
But  tho  landlords  are  exercising  the  ex- 
treme ngbU  of  property,  they  are  asserting 
their  right  to  do  as  they  will  with  their 
own.  In  a  season  of  great  pressure  and 
privation,  they  are  turning  thousands, 
houseleas  and  despairing,  upon  the  world. 
Some  of  the  wretched  tenants,  stnng  to 
madoeu  by  suSeriug,  are  wreaking  a  hor- 
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rible  Teogesnce  upon  the  supposed  authors 
of  their  miaerj.  "  Let  them  have  a  Co- 
ercion Bill  by  all  means,"  cries  Fyracmon. 
And  so  it  is,  State  prosecutions,  Anns 
Bills,  Coercion  Acts,  these  things  i 
the  line  of  those  legal  gentlcmt 
"  try  what  you  please,  but  there's  nothing 
like  leather.  Out  of  that  forge  in  Dublin 
Castle  came  the  great  State  prosecution, 
which  was  to  have  "fulmined  "  over  I 
land,  and  atricken  down  all  agitation  and 
all  remonstrance.  Out  of  that  forge  came 
the  Arms  Bill,  which  the  Government 
watched  over,  and  cherished  with  all  the 
iondness  of  the  projectors  of  a  great  inven- 
tioa.  Of  that  "  spent  thnnderbolt"  I  shall 
Bay  noUiing  ;  its  inventors  admit  it  to  have 
bMn  "  brutum  faltnen."  And  now,  Sir, 
out  of  the  same  laboratory  issues  forth  the 
measnre  at  present  before  us.  It  cams 
from  the  workshop  a  very  formidable-look- 
ing weapon.  In  its  passage  through 
another  place,  it  was  somewhat  shorn  of  its 
terrific  splendours,  hut  it  still  ret«ns  all 
the  native  baseness  -of  the  metal  out  of 
which  it  has  been  wrought.  And  now  I 
understand  that  the  Pyracmon  of  the  Irish 
Government  has  come  over,  "  niidut  nwm- 
bra,"  stripped  to  the  work,  for  the  purpose 
of  watching  and  repairing  the  further  mu- 
tilations which  it  may  suffer  ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately neither  he  nor  any  of  his  brother 
Cyclopians  have  been  as  yet  able  to  esta- 
blish their  anvil  within  the  House.  Sir, 
having  traced  this  measure  to  its  source  I 
am  not  surprised  at  its  character,  or  at  its 
inadequacy  to  effect  the  object  which  it  pur- 
ports to  have  in  view.  Now  it  is  said  that 
this  question  of  outrage  in  Ireland  sbonld 
not  bo  mixed  up  with  political  consider- 
ations ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  at  War  has  entreated  us  to  ab- 
stain from  such  topics,  in  a  tone  of  depre- 
cation which  strongly  reminds  me  of  the 
remonstrance  of  Foletaff  when  upbraided 
with  his  delinquencies — 

"  So  more  of  th*t,  an  thou  lov**!  me.  U»l." 
Now,  Sir,  I  admit  that  those  outrages  have 
not  their  immediate  source  in  politics  ;  but 
yet,  in  one  sense,  they  may  be  said  to  have 
some  connection  with  them.  The  exertion 
which  might  he  made  by  a  people  contented 
with  its  political  position  is  stayed,  the 
energy  which  such  a  people  might  put 
forth  for  the  suppression  of  those  outrages 
is  paralysed,  by  the  heavy  weight  of  poU- 
tical  grievances.  Depend  upon  it  jou  can- 
not hope  to  govern  Ireland,  either  for  the 
heneBt  of  that  conntry  or  the  advantage  of 
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the  Empire,  except  through  the  affections 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  What 
have  you  done  to  obtain  that  affection  ? 
You  withheld  Emancipation  until  that  mea- 
sure lost  all  its  grace  and  much  of  its 
value— until  it  appeared  to  be,  not  a  vo- 
luntary offering  to  justice,  but  a  sacrifice 
to  necessity.  That  was  not  suited  to  ob- 
tain for  yon  the  affection  of  tlie  Irish 
people.  When  you  gave  a  large  reform 
to  England  and  Scotland,  yon  grudgingly 
dealt  out  a  stinted  measure  to  Ireland. 
Thatcouldnotwinyou  their  affection.  You 
reformed  the  municipal  institutions  of  the 
Scotch  and  English  ;  for  five  years  you 
refused  any  reform  to  the  Irish  ;  and  when 
at  length  you  did  consent  to  reform  the 
corporations  of  Ireland,  you  still  refused  to 
place  them  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
English  or  the  Scotch.  Surely,  that  could 
not  win  you  Irish  affection.  You  found  in 
Ireland  a  great  ecclesiastical  EstabUshment 
which  had  once  belonged  to  the  nation,  but 
which  English  power  handed  over  to  n 
small  minority,  one-eleventh  of  the  people. 
You  refnsed  to  touch  that  Estabhshment, 
to  pare  down  its  eicess,  or  devote  any  part 
of  its  surplus  revenues  to  national  pur- 
poses ;  and  there  it  stands  to  the  present 
hour  a  monument  of  our  subjection,  and 
of  yourmisgovemment — a  monumentnhich 
is  pointed  to  by  tlie  whole  civilized  world,  as 
the  evidence  of  your  injustice  and  misrule. 
That  could  not  possibly  gain  you  the  affec- 
tion of  the  Irish  people  ;  and  then  when 
that  people  complain  of  those  grievances, 
and  despairing  of  obtaining  redress  from 
you,  assemble  and  associate  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  that  redress  by  the  only  means 
which  seem  to  them  likely  to  ensure  it — 
yon  institute  a  prosecution  against  their 
leader — against  the  man  whom  they  look 
upon  as  the  instrument  through  whom  they 
have  obtained  whatever  of  good  has  as  yet 
been  conceeded  to  them.  You  conduct 
that  prosecution  by  means  which  I  will  not 
ohoracteriEO  ;  you  procure  a  sentence,  and 
you  proceed  to  inflict  that  sentence,  which 
the  highest  tribunal  in  the  Empire  declared 
to  have  been  illegal  and  unjust.  Surelj 
that  was  not  calculated  to  gain  you  the 
affection  of  the  Irish  people.  But  yon  did 
more.  When  you  entered  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  you  found  upon  the 
bench  of  magistrates  many  men  whom  jonr 
predecessors  had  placed  there,  hecaose  of 
their  station  in  the  country,  and  their  symp»- 
'^'"1  with  the  people  ;  and  becauHO  those 
gave  utterance  to  their  sympathies,  and 
becatise  (hey  joined  the  people  in  their  de- 
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maod  for  redrcBS,  you  removed  them  from 
die  Bench,  and  left  the  people  to  look  for 
justice  to  tribunals  where  they  were  sure  to 
see  none  but  those  who  had  ever  been  op- 
posed to  them  in  religion  aod  politics.  Such 
h»s  been  your  poUcy  in  Ireland.  The  state 
of  that  country  under  your  rule  has  been  on 
alternation  from  the  frenzy  of  excitement 
to  the  languor  of  exhaustion.  You  have 
sometimes  applied  a  salve  to  the  wound, 
hut  you  at  uie  same  time  administered 
an  imtant  to  the  constitution  ;  snd  when 
your  treatment  has  produced  madness,  you 
explain,  "  the  disease  is  a  malady  natural 
to  the  patient."  Now,  Sir,  when  I  reflect 
upon  these  matters,  I  cannot  bring  myself 
to  heUeve  that  yon  do  these  things  wit- 
tingly. And  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  the  GoTemment  occasionally 
lets  fall  sentiments  in  regard  to  Ireland, 
which  sometimes  give  rise  in  my  bosom  to 
some  passing  gleam  of  hope.  And  I  ad- 
mit that  if  I  were  t«  listen  to  the  soothing 
speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  or  if 
I  were  to  permit  myself  to  be  led  away  by 
the  honeyed  words  and  engaging  smiles  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Uome  Department,  I 
might  possibly  be  led  to  entertain  some 
faint  hope,  diat  some,  at  least,  of  the 
grieTonces  of  Ireland  would  he  redressed. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  GoTemment  of  the 
country  sits  not  upon  the  benches  opposite; 
and  the  tone  which  pervades  another  place 
forbids  me  to  hope  for  any  large  or  ade- 
quate measure  of  redress  for  Ireland.  Sir, 
it  sometimes  happens  to  us  to  be  present 
in  another  place,  where,  though  wo  have 
eara,  we  must  not  not  hear ;  but,  upon  a 
late  occasion,  1  happened  to  have  "not 
heard,"  but  seen  in  a  newspaper,  senti- 
ments attributed  to  an  illustrious  Duke 
who  holds  a  high  place  in  the  Qovemment 
of  the  country,  and  to  a  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  who  usually  performs  the  part  of 
Mentor  to  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  senti- 
ments which,  if  they  are  to  guide  the  con- 
duct of  Government,  must  put  an  end  to 
all  hope,  in  the  Irish  mind,  of  redress  from 
your  legislation.  That  noble  and  learned 
Lord  is  stated  to  have  said,  that  the  rela- 
tion between  landlord  and  tenant  in  Ire- 
land is  a  great  and  crying  evil ;  hut  then, 
he  says,  "  You  must  not  int«rfere  with  the 
rights  of  property — property  which  distin- 
guishes the  civilised  from  the  savage  man 
— you  must  not  touch  that  sacred  thing — 
you  must  not  prevent  the  landlord  from 
doing  as  he  willeth  with  his  own."  As 
if.  Sir,  property  and  its  rights  were  not 
all  the  creatures  of  society — lu  if  tbey 
VOL.  LIIIV.    {2SiJ 


were  not  all  derived  &om  that  source — as 
if  they,  as  well  as  every  other  right,  must 
not  be  controlled  by  the  public  weal,  and 
prevented  from  destroying  the  fountain 
from  which  they  flow.  Sir,  I  can  admit 
of  no  rights  of  property  inconsistent  widt 
the  well-being  of  the  State.  Then  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  comes  to  the  Irish 
Church  Establishment,  and  he  says,  "  it  is 
a  great  anomaly — the  greatest  anomaly  in 
all  ecclesiastical  history."  He  says,  it  is. 
a  great  evil ;  he  goes  further — he  says,  it 
is,  in  his  opinion,  the  greatest  evil  under 
which  Ireland  labours.  But  then,  he  adds, 
the  evil  is  so  great,  the  anomaly  is  so  enor- 
mous, that  you  cannot  remove  it.  This  is 
an  appalling  announcement  to  Ireland. 
But,  then,  the  noble  Lord  has  some  conso- 
lation in  store — he  would  not  drive  us  to 
despair — he  has  prepared  a  measure  for 
shortening  the  common  forms  of  leases,- 
and  curtailing  the  verbiage  of  Irii^  mort- 
gages. Sir,  if,  when  grievances  are  pal-, 
pable  and  patent,  we  are  to  he  told  that 
they  must  not  be  redressed,  because  of 
their  greatness  and  extent — if  our  just  re- 
monstrances against  admitted  evils  are  to 
he  encountered  by  the  paltry  contrivances 
becoming  a  Lincoln's  Inn  conveyancer — if 
the  complaints  of  the  people  arc  continually 
and  for  ever  to  be  met  by  coercive  enact- 
ments— if  such  be  the  maxim  of  your  Go-. 
verimient,  perhaps  you  have  force  and 
power  enough  to  assert  yoor  authority  over 
the  land  of  Ireland  ;  but  over  its  inhabi- 
tants you  never  can.  You  may  follow  tha 
example  of  EUzabeth,  and  desolate  tho 
soil — you  may  act  upon  the  principles  of 
Strafford,  whose  maxim  was,  "Thorough 
and  thorough  " — you  may  make  a  solitude, 
and  reign  amidst  it,  but  over  a  people  yon 
will  never  rule.  You  know  not  the  people 
with  whom  you  ore  about  to  deal.  Yott 
are  as  unacquainted  with  their  character 
as  yon  seem  to  be  with  their  grievances 
and  the  mode  of  rodressing  them.  Allow 
me,  then,  to  call  your  attention  for  a  mo- 
ment to  the  estimate  of  that  character, 
which  bos  been  formed  by  an  illustrious 
foreigner,  a  great  and  philosophic  historian 
of  our  own  day,  one  who — 

"  Viriag  wimlom  witb  eujh  itadiooi  Jtti," 
has  devoted  his  deep  erudition,  and  lent 
the  light  of  hii  surpossing  talents,  to  illus- 
trate the  history  of  the  nations  which  now 
form  the  population  of  these  kingdoms. 
Monsieur  Augustin  Thierry,  speaking  of 
the  Irish  people,  says — 

"  It  ia  s  tsd  ttdng:,  but  ons  well  worth;  of  re- 
morit,  that  blood  i*  abed  in  Irebuid,  bi  our  dajt, 
2N 
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for  tha  old  ([uurel  of  the  eonqaut.    Since  tiw  ^reat  [WTtiea  itiiich  divide  h.    With  neitbcr 

d>7s  of  the  invuioL,  th»t  roco  of  men  hu  oon-  jyiuff  nor  Tory  have  I  anj  tie*.      I  belong 

Btantlr  willed  that  whioh  their  oonQUBrori  willed  _  ._ - ,  __.„   _i,-_  .n   _-__  ^__>:^ 

~  j'.  _......     ,     J      ji'i_L<  .1 .  'O  *ii  ancient  race,  wnom  ku  yoor  partieB 

not,  deterted  what  they  loved,  md  loveu  what  they  j  j  ^i  j 
detested.  This  indomitaWo  obrtinacy.  thio  ftcnltj  »»"  ">  t^ra  perseouted  and  pTOSCnbed. 
of  pmerriiig  thraaghout  a^>  of  mlHTj  the  t«do1-  AlieD  joD  first  entered  Ireland  yon  fomid 
leotioii  of  Unir  la*t  UbertT,  and  of  DCTer  deapuring  ^em  poirerfnl,  and  in  the  exercise  of  an- 
of  a  cauM  .Iway.  beaten,  alway.  f.Ul  to  tbow  .^g^itT.  AfWr  a  seriea  of  conflicts,  COn- 
:™^drhe'^l;f'e^^i;*:Et;h^p:S^:  :inuedth™ugh«.t  centunes  yo«  .ncceedjd 
baa  ercr  giran."  n  beating  tb«m  down.  And  now.  for  the 
Let  not  that  teBtimonv  of  a  foreigner  to  the  Sret  time,  after  a  lapae  of  200  jemn,  one 
claracter  of  tbe  Iri.b  people  be  loat  npon  >'  *""  Je-oend.nta  baa  the  pnrtlege  of 
YOU.  A  people  wbon  jou  hare  beaten,  ^"'■'"'C  ■  "«'  "  1»  8™'  Connoil  of  tbe 
but  not  Tanouiihed— whom  jou  ha»o  oror-  "ountry.  Sir.  I  make  tbeM  renurla  in 
tbrown.  but  never  aubdued.  Take  oounael.  "rfer  tbat  yon  may  underMand  the  feeling! 
before  yon  dnn  that  poopio  to  Ike  conHe-  "J  "'i'  "ntimenta  wbieb  I  lepeaeent,  and 
tion  that,  from  yonr  legi.lation.  thongb  ">"  peeition  in  wbiob  cirenmataneea  hare 
they  may  have  much  to  fear,  they  can  have  plaoed  me.  And  no»  I  beg  to  aaanre  die 
nothing  to  hope.  The  hi.toty  of  yonr  "S"  l»°-  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
party,  the  whole  conrao  of  your  poUey,  haa  '0™nent  that  I  baye  witneaaed  with  great 
leon  an  aaaertlon  that  Ireland  waa  un8t  to  admiration  the  Imneaa  and  deeiaion  with 
participate  m  the  pririlegoa  of  Briton.,  •rhieh.upon  another  queioon.  he  haa  abaken 
You  bare  treated  it  aa  a  country  onworthy  bunaelf  looae  from  all  party  tiea.  I  baye 
of  freedom ;  and  you  .ought  to  govern  it.  ob«>rTed  that  where  the  groat  cemmereial 
people  a.  an  inferior  race.  tV  noble  mtere.t.  of  tbi.  oountry  were  at  .take,  be 
Lord,  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  ^^  diaregarded  all  tho.e  conaidenitiona 
now  ahaont  from  thi.  debate,  but  who,  •'"l"  ■»*'  "''  f  °"°'  '"'"•"T  tninde— 
when  Engliab  qneationa  are  under  diaou.-  ho  "»"  diaregarded  tbem  for  the  pnipoae  of 
alon  uaually  sit  noon  theae  benches,  and  securing  what  appeara  to  bim  to  he  a  great 
who  aome  year,  since  held  in  their  hand,  national  good  i  and  he  baa  abown  a  Wie- 
the goremment  of  the  country,  and  at  one  dom  and  ahilily  in  bi.  prejeet  of  ledreoa 
period  wielded  a  majority  in  tbi.  Heu.c,  -hieh  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  obUm  for 
men  greater  than  that  which  yon  hare  I""  *'  approbation  of  poatenty.  N„,, 
poaaened:  they,  leo,  tampered  with  the  then.  I  call  upon  th.  right  hen.  Baronet  to 
Cbortiea  of  Ireland,  and  from  that  hour  I  'f'^'-  .">»  ".»•  'rmnaaa  and  the  nma 
dale  their  fall.  You  have  admitted  that  •""J  '»  d«ilmg  with  the  wronga  of  my 
Irelindia"yourgro.tdllBculty:"  bytbii  country  I  aak  birn  not  to  foUow  m  tbe 
Bill  yon  are  about  to  render  it  yonr  impot  trace"  of  other.;  I  eaU  upon  bim  not  to 
aibility.  Upon  that  Irish  rock.  Admini^  <^  1°  "»"■  fooUlep.  or  to  adojil  their 
tration  after  Adminlatiatlon  haa  gone  t«  half  meMUrea!  but  let  him  lake  the  aamo 
pieeea.  Bach  in  ita  turn  haa  left  It.  .tmg  comprehen«re  view  of  Inah  gnevaneea 
in  tbe  Iriah  mmd—  *hich  he  baa  done  of  eommereial  bntdena ; 
let  him  be  hia  own  example;  and  having 
"  Aoima^jue  .n  Tulntre  ponunt.  ^^^^1;^  ^^  ^^^  ^j  commerce,  let  hil^ 
BelioTe  mo,  if  yon  would  govern  tte  Em-  turn  to  the  social  and  political  erils  of 
{MTB,  you  muat  do  right  to  Ireland.  1  call  Ireland,  and  there  emnlate  himself, 
upon  JOU  to  look  at  oor  country,  not  as  a  Hb.  U.  J.  BAILLIB  could  not  onder- 
battlo-ground  upon  which  your  adverse  stand  why  so  much  opposition  had  been 
parties  are  to  contend  for  pro-eminence;  rosde  to  the  first  reading  of  the  present 
but  to  regard  her  as  a  portion  of  this  great  Bill,  He  considered  that  Qovemment  wonid 
Empire^-*  portion  upon  whose  welfnrt  not  be  justified  in  bringing  forward  any 
must  depend  the  well-being  of  tbe  whole,  such  measure,  unless  they  were  j»Tf>arcd 
You  bare  tried  menace— ^you  have  tric^  to  prore  that  they  were  acting  from  a  para- 
ooercion  from  time  to  time— you  have  ez'  mount  necessity.  Tbe  qnestion  was,  bad 
bauatcd  all  tbe  resources  of  force  and  pcna  the  Govenmient  made  out  a  oaae  of  neoes- 
legislatjon:  bare  you  ever  tried  smiplt  sityf  Hon.  Qentlemen  opposite  denied  Aat 
justice  ?  Even  at  this  tbe  eleventh  bow  they  bad  done  so,  and  several  of  them  had 
be  not  afraid  to  retrace  your  stops ;  be  noi  gone  so  far  as  to  assert  that  then  was  a 
ashamed  to  turn  from  injus^ce  to  justice  greater  amount  of  crime  in  England  than 
do  right  and  fear  not.  Sir,  I  have  enterct  in  Ireland.  But  tbe  question  waa  not  as 
this  House,  imootinected  with  either  of  ilu  to  tlie  amount  of  erime,  bat  u  to  the  iin- 
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vasiltj  iriA  which  it  ia  OOTUiiitt«d  in  Ire- 
luid  wd  the  difficult  J  of  bringing'  die 
orimmal  to  triAl.  No  one  had  ever  ren- 
tnrad  to  usert  thftt  the  people  of  England 
•ymp&thiied  with  the  uaasain,  or  soreened 
Um  from  jtiBtioe,  or  that  witnesaea  were 
deterred  tntn  giving  evidence  for  fear  of 
thrir  lives.  Objeetioos  had  been  taken  to 
the  details  of  the  meftHure;  but  these  onght 
propflriy  to  be  considered  in  Committee, 
«ad  ought  not  to  deter  them  from  Affirming 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  bj  reading  it  a  first 
time.  It  had  been  said  hy  those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  Bill  that  it  ought  to  h&ve 
been  aoeompanied  with  some  remedial  mea- 
nrea.  He  wished  that  those  who  con* 
stantly  called  for  remedial  measures  wonld 
hare  the  IciodneBB  to  state  what  in  their 
opinion  were  the  particular  meaeures  whioh 
the  state  of  Ireland  required.  If  thej 
would. do  so,  he  thought  it  wonld  verjr  soon 
appear  that  oonldderable  difference  of  opin- 
ion ensted  among  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
on  the  subject,  The  hon.  Member  for 
Stroud  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Knsbnry 
vera  both  of  opinion  that  a  new  system  of 
Poor  Iiaws,  giving  extensive  out-of-door 
relief,  ought  to  be  the  foundation  of  any 
mnedial  measure.  Bnt  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  far  Cork  was  opposed  to 
^nj  such  messare.  Others  mamtained 
that  fixity  of  tenure,  and  a  heavy  tax  on 
absentee  landliwds,  formed  the  panacea  for 
Ireland;  while  another  called  on  Oovem- 
nent  to  bring  forward  a  measure  to  re- 
medy the  defeota  in  the  law  of  landlord 
and  tenant.  Where  snch  a  difference  of 
opinion  existed,  it  was  not  easy  to  see  how 
Ooremment  could  bring  forward  any  mea- 
sure that  would  be  likely  to  reconcile  these 
discordant  opinions,  or  that  vould  be  cor- 
diaUy  supported  by  the  representatives  of 
the  Irish  people.  If  any  new  system  of 
Poor  Law  should  be  introduced,  he  hoped 
it  would  impose  a  much  heavier  tax  on  ab- 
sentee proprietors  than  that  to  which  they 
were  now  subjected.  Bnt  what  he  com- 
plained of  was,  that  the  hon.  Qeutletnen 
opporite,  who  were  constantly  calling  out 
for  Justice  to  Ireland,  would  not  give  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  constdering  the 
measuree  which  they  thought  calculated  to 
obtun  that  object.  But  at  long  as  the 
Members  for  Ireland  continued  in  the 
course  diey  were  at  present  pursuing,  they 
lAonld  not  be  surprised  if  their  motives 
were  misiaterpreted  by  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, or  that  a  colour  should  be  given  to 
those  charges  which  had  been  made  acunst 
them,  of  indiflvence  h>  the  real  wel&re  of 


Ireland,  and  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
present  condition  of  that  country,  as  a 
means  of  furthering  political  agitation. 

CoLOHEL  VERNER  would  not  attempt 
to  follow  the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opp<K 
site  side,  who  addressed  the  House  on  the 
history  of  Ireland:  he  could  not  avoid  en- 
tering, however  briefly,  on  a  defence  of  the 
landlords  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  remove 
those  imputations  which  had  been  cast 
upon  them.  In  doing  so,  he  would  confine 
himself  to  that  part  of  Ireland  with  which 
he  was  more  immediately  connected,  and 
vrith  which  he  was  best  acquainted.  He 
oonid  say  ^m  his  own  personal  knowledge 
diere  was  not  in  any  country  a  class  of 
persons  who  were  more  interasted  in  the 
happiness,  the  prosperity,  the  welfare,  and 
the  comfort  of  their  tenantry,  than  were 
the  landed  proprietors  of  the  prorinee  of 
Ulster.  Hcoould takeuponhimtotay.that 
their  principal  study  was,  how  they  could 
best  benefit  their  tenantty.  He  would  ap- 
peal to  those  who  ever  travelled  throng 
the  Dorth  of  Ireland,  if  they  would  not 
admit  that  the  general  appearance  of  tfaftt 
province,  the  neatness  of  the  cottages  of 
the  people,  the  comfort  of  the  Earmers  and 
tiieir  children,  were  not  »  apparent  as  at 
once  to  indicate  the  kindness  and  indul- 
gence of  the  landlords  and  resident  gentry, 
or  in  their  absence  the  active  exertions  of 
their  agents,  who  manifest  that  care  and 
attention  wluch  were  well  calculated  ta 
promote  the  interest  of  their  employers  and 
the  advantages  of  the  poorer  classes.  H« 
did  not,  however,  hesitate  to  admit  that 
there  were  cases  of  hardship,  of  uncalled' 
for  severity  npon  the  part  of  some  land- 
lords, but  such  cases  were  generally  to  bo 
found  in  other  parts  of  Ireland;  it  was, 
therefore,  unfair  and  unjust  that  the  con- 
duct of  such  persons  should  be  visited  on 
the  whole  of  the  landlords  of  Ireland.  But 
suppose  tiie  charge  did  apply  in  its  fullest 
extent  to  every  landlord  in  Ireland — would 
that  palliate  or  juittify  the  crime  of  murder? 
It  was  very  easy  for  persons  to  throw  aD 
the  blame  on  the  landlords;  hut  If  persons 
would  reflect  a  littie,  they  might  soon  dis- 
cover other  and  stronger  reasons  for  crime 
in  Ireland  than  any  misconduct  on  their 
part.  There  existed  at  that  moment  » 
numerous,  wideVf-sprcad,  and  well-organ- 
ised body  in  that  country,  and  which  had 
existed  to  his  certain  knowledge  for  up- 
wards of  forty  years,  and  which  it  could  be 
proved,  beyond  all  doubt,  existed  many 
years  before;  a  body  which,  while  it  ap- 
peared under  difl^rent  forms  and  designa- 
3N2 
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tioDS,  hod  over  the  same  object  in  view — 
the  extcnnination  of  ProtestaatB.  ["  No, 
no!"]  Ho  would  say,  "Yes!"  and  he  could, 
if  necessary,  prove  it  to  the  Houbo  by  evi- 
dence the  most  incontrovertible.  On  a 
former  occasion  the  right  hun.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  Her  MajeBty'a  Government 
was  represented  as  having  stated  that  the 
crimes  in  Ireland  had  not  their  origin  either 
in  a  religious  or  sectarian  character;  and 
that  aBsertion  was  iterated  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Cork;  for  to  that  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  that  declaration 
was  too  valuable  to  be  omitted;  ho  was  of 
too  quick  diacernment  not  to  know  itB  im- 
portance, and  give  to  it  its  full  weight. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  declared 
in  that  IIouBe,  and  in  presence  of  the  presa 
of  England,  that  however  persons  might 
aesume  that  the  disturbances  in  Ireland 
had  a  political  or  a  sectarian  character, 
that  the  Government  hod  decided  to  the 
oontrarj.  The  Government  might  bave 
made  that  declaration;  but  be  denied  itB 
accuracy;  and  he  would  in  thst  Houae, 
and  before  the  preaa  of  England,  give  to 
that  atatement  bia  moat  unqualified  contra- 
diction. If  there  were  nothing  of  a  reli- 
gions or  sectarian  character  in  the  out- 
rages committed,  why  waa  it  that  in  ninety- 
nine  caaea  out  of  one  hundred,  the  persons 
who  were  brought  forward  and  charged 
with  th^r  commission,  were,  in  almoat 
every  instance,  Roman  Catholics  ?  Were 
not,  he  would  aak,  thoae  crimes  generally 
committed  in  tho  open  day,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  hundroda,  not  one  of  whom  would 
advance  to  arrest  the  hand  of  the  assassin, 
nor  would  they  come  forward  to  give  evi- 
denceonbehalf  of  thciujured  party!  Such 
being  tho  facts  of  the  case,  how  could  any 
one  t&ke  on  him  to  aay,  that  there  was 
nothing  of  a  religious  or  party  character  in 
the  outrages  of  Ireland  ?  Had  the  Govern- 
ment had  recourse  to  strong,  vigorous  and 
decisive  meosurcB,  and  had  they  done  bo  in 
the  proper  thne,  his  firm  belief  was,  that 
it  would  have  prevented  those  calamities 
which  involved  families  in  the  loss  of 
friends  and  relatives;  and  which  measures, 
if  rigorously  enforced,  would  bave  rendered 
the  present  Bill  totally  unuecessary.  He 
could  not  help  alluding  to  an  observation 
wluch  was  made  on  a  former  night  by  the 
hon.  Uember  for  the  city  of  Limerick,  who 
declared,  that  the  Irish  Uembera  were  de- 
termined to  embarrass  the  Government  by 
every  means  the  usages  of  Parliament  per- 
mitted ;  and  that  they  would  do  so  even  at 
the  cost  of  the  increase  of  crime,  ao  as  to 


effect  the  permanent  soppreewoa  of  the  BiB 
before  the  House.  The  only  coostroetiiiB 
he  (Colonel  Vemer)  could  put  on  snch  lia- 
guage  was,  that  the  Irish  HembfflB  wen 
determined  to  oppose  every  measure  whid 
had  for  its  object  the  protection  of  the  livei 
and  properties  of  the  Frotestatita  of  Ire- 
land. The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  stated 
in  that  House  that  crime  was  not  ^mini^ 
ing.  and  that  the  queation  was,  what  «h 
the  proper  course  which  ought  to  be 
adopted  to  prevent  its  increase.  He  (Co- 
lonel Vemer)  would  state  what,  in  hit 
opinion,  waa  that  course  which  ouf^t  to  be 
adopted,  in  order  to  the  prevention  of 
crime.  He  would  put  down  all  agitation 
and  agitators.  He  would  suppress  all  lo- 
cicties,  associations,  and  particularly  thiife 
meetings,  the  object  of  which  was  to  circu- 
late throughout  the  country  pemicions  prio- 
ciples— -principles  which  kept  the  people  at 
variance — which  promoted  disonion  and 
hatred.  That  was  the  course  he  woold 
pursue,  and  that  was  the  course  which 
ought  to  be  adopted;  and  were  snch  a 
course  adopted,  peace  and  truiqaiUity 
would  he  the  result.  He  would  again  re- 
peat, that  he  did  not  think  there  was  a 
more  praiaeworthy  body  of  men  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  than  the  landlords  of  Ire- 
land ;  and  be  was  sure  such  was  the  ge- 
neral feeling  of  all  whoae  opinion  was  wtHrth 
anything  in  Ireland:  such,  he  knew,  was 
tho  opinion  of  several  of  the  Judges  on  the 
bench — men  who  had  the  beet  opportnoity 
of  knowing  the  actual  state  of  that  coontrr 
—who  wero  well  acquainted  with  it  in  u 
its  relations.  Really  to  benefit  Ireland,, 
let  there  be  an  end  to  that  mistaken  con- 
ciliation— let  there  be  an  end  to  uncalled- 
for  concession.  Hod  not  every  attempt  at 
conciliation  and  concession  been  met  by 
fresh  iuault.  by  contempt  and  scorn?    La 


(ton,  an  organ  of  the  Roman  Catholic  body 
in  Ireland,  which  stated  the  alienation  m 
the  whole  masa  of  that  country  to  the  ex- 
isting inatitutiona,  a  deep  and  atrong  hos- 
tility to  the  forma  of  that  Gorenunenl 
under  which  they  lived,  a  feeling  of  Imm- 
tiiity  which  waa  rather  gaining  atrength 
than  diminishing.  Such  the  thanka,  such 
the  feeling,  and  such  the  gratitude  mani- 
fested for  every  endeavour  to  conciliate 
Ireland.  He  would  also  advert  to  a  peti- 
tion from  the  Repeal  Wardens  of  Wexford, 
which  was  presented  to  that  Hoose,  which 
petition  was  printed  with  the  Votes.  He 
would  like  to  luow  whether  that  HouM 
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Miluiowledged  the  Repeal  Wardena  of  Ire- 
land M  Huch  ?  If  it  (Ud,  it  should  also  ac- 
knowledge the  meeting  held  in  Conciliation 
Hall;  it  should  acknowledge  that  Parlia- 
ment Bitting  in  Dublin;  and  if  all  these 
things  were  acbnowlodged,  the  sooner  the 
Union  was  repealed  the  better. 

Hr.  JOHN  O'BRIEN,  in  reference  to 
the  obecrratione  made  by -the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Hember,  begged  to  observe,  that  bis 
onlj  object  was  to  aviul  himself  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House  to  prerent  the  passing 
of  a  temporary  measure,  that  there  might 
be  adopted  some  remedy  which  would  por- 
manenUy  and  effectnally  lead  to  the  sup- 
pression of  crime  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  HAWES  could  not  concur  with  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Armagh,  in 
his  recommendation  of  what  he  called 
Htrong  and  Tigorous  measures  to  put  down 
agitation  and  agitators  in  Ireland.  The 
hon.  and  igallant  Member  belonged  to  a 
party  that  might  by  this  time,  he  thought, 
have  gathered  some  wisdom  from  past 
experience,  for  they  most  have  seen  Low 
litUe  good  those  strong  and  vigorous  mea- 
snres  had  erer  produced.  He  rose  princi- 
pally to  moke  a  few  remarks  on  the  gronnds 
which  had  been  advanced  in  favour  of  the 
Bill.  The  question  he  had  to  consider 
was,  whether  he  could  give  his  consent  to 
the  first  reading  of  the  measure,  or  whether 
he  ought  to  vote  for  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork, 
admitting  the  existence  of  the  outrages, 
hut  affimung  that  they  would  be  a^^avated 
rather  than  removed  by  the  Bill.  He  could 
affirm  positively  that  the  measure  was  con- 
sidered to  be  of  a  decidedly  unconstitutional 
character  by  many  hon.  Members  upon  his 
side  of  the  Hoose,  and  one  which  nothing 
eould  justify  but  a  clear  and  proved  neces- 
sity. Had  that  necessity  been  made  out 
by  Her  Majesty's  Qoremment  ?  It  was 
upon  this  point  he  meant  to  take  his  stand  ; 
and  he  meant  to  tell  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 
that,  in  his  opinion,  he  had  not  made  out  a 
case  to  justify  a  departure  from  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  resort  to  a 
coercive  power.  He  understood  that  this 
Bill  had  been  founded  upon  what  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  called  an  increase  of  crime 
in  Ireland ;  and  iu  making  his  statements 
the  right  hoD.  Baronet  referred  to  two 
classes  of  crime ;  one  reported  by  the  sti- 
pendatj  ma^traey,  and  the  other  hy  the 
polioe  force.  The  reports  from  the  first 
body  rekted  to  crimes  detected ;  and  from 
tiifl  latter,  in  many  coses,  to  undetected 
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cases.  This  rendered  it  very  difficult  to 
ascertain  the  real  amount  of  crime  com- 
mitted.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
laid  upon  the  Table  certain  Returns  in 
reference  to  the  number  of  criminal  offen- 
ders committed  for  trial  in  1845 ;  and  from 
those  returns  be  (Mr.  Hawea)  should  quote, 
because  in  reference  to  their  accivacy  there 
could  not  be  any  dispute.  Upon  referring 
to  the  criminal  returns  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  Table,  he  found  that  the  year 
1845  presented  a  considerable  decrease  in 
the  number  of  committals  in  Ireland,  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The 
decrease  was,  in  fact,  no  less  than  1405, 
and  which  extended  to  all  classes  of  crime, 
as  well  those  comprising  the  gravest  of- 
fences as  those  of  a  lesser  description. 
What  did  those  Returns  show?  Why,  as  re- 
garded Class  I,  or  crimes  against  the  public 
peace,  there  hod  been  a  decrease  of  eleven 
per  cent  in  1846,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year.  In  the  ofiiences  against 
property,  there  had  been  a  slight  increase 
in  1845.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  then 
went  on  to  the  more  serious  and  more  ag- 
gravated offences,  and  stated  that  in  ISA 
the  offences  against  the  person  with  vio- 
lence, were  5,400  odd;  and  in  1845  they 
amounted  to  4,000  odd.  Then,  as  re- 
garded the  crime  of  murder,  he  stated 
emphatically  that  according  to  the  returns 
there  had  been  a  decrease  of  28  per  cent 
in  1845,  as  compared  to  1844  ;  whilst 
the  decrease  in  the  crime  uf  attempt  at 
murder,  during  the  same  period,  amounted 
to  53^  per  cent.  Upon  that  general  view 
of  the  question,  undoubtedly,  no  one  would 
ever  attempt  to  found  the  necessity  for  a 
Coercion  Bill.  But  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
told  them  that  although  crime  in  Ireland 
mi^t  generally  have  decreased,  still  in 
particular  counties  there  had  been  a  great 
increase ;  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that 
he  asked  for  power  to  proclaim  those  par- 
ticular counties  in  which  this  increase  had 
taken  place.  Now,  if  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet  had  shown  an  increase  of  crime  in 
these  districts,  he  would  have  mode  out  a 
case  for  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  as  far  as 
regarded  its  application  to  those  disturbed 
counties.  But  how  stood  the  fact  f  He 
(Mr.  Hawes)  had  not  selected  any  indivi- 
dual year,  but  he  had  taken  a  series  of 
year«,  viz.,  1841,  1842,  1843.  1844,  and 
1845  ;  and  he  had  also  taken  those  counties 
only  mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
vis,,  Clare,  Limerick,  Leitrim,  Tipperarj, 
and  Roscommon;  and  what  did  he  find 
were  the  retunu  of  crime  during  those 
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year*  for  these  counties?  Tipperary  wu 
tke  first  he  would  deal  with,  and  he  fonod 
that  the  number  of  committals  for  all  of- 
fences  in  that  county  was  as  follows : — in 

1841.  1.584;  1842,  1,282;  1843,  1,720; 

1844,  1,280;  1845.  1,508.  In  Clare, 
committals  for  all  offences  in  1841,  592; 

1842.  747;  1843.  757;  1844,  721;  1845, 
536.  In  Roscommon,  committals  for  all 
oiFences  also:  in  1841.  788;  1842,  765; 

1843,  713  ;  1844,  663  ;  1845.  555.  " 
the  county  of  Limerick,  for  all  o^'encca, 
the  committals  were  in  1841,834;  1842, 
1.079;  1843,  897;  1844,  767;  1845.  683. 
In  Leitrim,  the  numhers  were,  for  all 
classes  of  offences,  in  1841,  416;  1842. 
427;  1843,  484;  1844,  317;  1845,  361. 
At  the  same  time  the  committala  in  all 
Ireland  were,  in  1841,  20.796;  1843, 
21,186;    1843,  20,126;    1844,  19,448; 

1845.  16,696;  showing  a  clear  decrease 
of  crime,  and  furnishing  no  ground  of 
justification  for  a  Coercion  Bill.  So  much 
for  the  committals  for  all  offences  in  the 
disturbed  counties  and  in  Ireland.  He 
then  came  to  the  crime  of  murder,  and 
he  would  take  the  same  series  of  years, 
and  the  same  counties.  The  cases  of  mur- 
der, where  committals  had  been  obtained, 
were,  in  Tipperary,  in  1841,  22;  1842, 
10  ;  1843,  18  ;  1844,  21  ;  1845,  30  ; 
showing  an  increase  in  this  county.  In 
Clare,  in  1841,  4;   1842,  52;  1843,  0; 

1844,  3  ;  1845,  4.  In  Roscommon — they 
had  heard  a  deal  of  the  disturbance  of  this 
county  —  the  number  of  committals  for 
murderwere.  in  1841.  4;  1842,8;  1843, 
0  ;  1844,  10  ;  1845,  0.  In  the  county  of 
Limerick,  in  1841,  10  ;  1842,  23  ;  1843. 
3;  1844,3;  1845,  2.  And  in  the  county 
of  Leitrim  the  number  of  committals  for 
this  crime  stood  aa  follows  :  — 1841,  1  ; 
1842,  2;'1843,  11  ;  1844,  2;  1845,  1. 
So  that,  as  regarded  the  particular  crime 
of  murder  in  the  disturbed  counties,  there 
did  not  appear  to  he  any  justification  what- 
erer  for  a  measure  of  this  description. 
Since  the  period  when  the  returns  from 
which  ho  had  quoted  had  been  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  that  House  other  retoms  of 
n  similar  nature  had  been  moved  for,  hy  the 
hon.  Member  for  Liskeard,  and  obtained  ; 
and  the  latter  Paper,  in  its  first  page,  re- 
ferred exclusively  to  what  waa  called  out- 
rages reported  to  the  police,  many  of  which. 
it  would  be  home  in  mind,  were  never  in- 
vestigated, and  never  camo  before  any  tri- 
bunal whatever.  These  relMirts  might  or 
they  might  not  indicate  a  disturbed  state, 
or  that  crime  was  on  the  inoreaae.     He 
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had.  however,  endeavoured  to  aaMrtaiB 
the  most  unfavourable  aeconitt  of  ertrnft 
and,  consequently,  the  most  favoarable  one 
in  support  of  this  measnre  ;  and  he  had 
applied  various  tests  to  ascertain  the  ia- 
creaae  of  crime,  and  what  was  ita  natnre, 
and  especially  of  that  class  of  Crimea  with 
which  this  Coercion  Bill  was  to  deal.  The 
latest  Oavemment  Retnme  gave  the  num- 
ber of  outrages  reported  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  Ireland  in  the  yeara  1842,  1843, 

1844,  and  1845,  against  the  public  peace, 
against  property,  and  agunst  the  person. 
Adding  up  tho  crimes  under  their  aamal 
heads,  ho  found  the  following  to  be  die  r^ 
suit — that  offences  against  the  peraon  re- 
ported hy  the  police,  not  committala,  was, 
in  1842, 1411;  1843,1442;  1844,1700; 

1845.  1685 — offences  against  property, 
reported  to  tho  police,  in  1842,  2905;  1843, 
2140;  1844.2321;  1845.2216;  showing 
a  steady  and  continuous  falling  off  ^ 
crime.  He  begged  the  Honse  to  mark 
the  next  head — namely,  offences  agaiaat 
the  public  peace,  as  reported  to  the  police. 
The  returns  before  them  shoved  that 
these  were,  in  1842,  2187  ;  1843,  2352  ; 
1844,  2282  ;  1845,  4161.  Of  courwi,  H 
was  natural  for  any  one  to  ask,  bow  tliis 
largo  increase  in  this  particular  orimo  waa 
to  be  accounted  for.  His  answer  was,  that 
this  increase  arose  entirely  from  charges 
of  sending  threatening  letters  and  noticea, 
the  number  of  which  stood  thus:  in  1842, 
1362;  1843,  1312;  1844,  1420;  1845, 
2217.  Thus  it  appeared  that  the  increaae 
of  crime,  if  any  had  taken  place,  waa  in  a 
class  that  the  Coerdon  Bill  could  not  1^ 
any  possibility  reach.  He  admitted  it  waa 
a  great  crime,  and  the  commisuon  of 
which  ought  to  bo  met  with  severe  pnnieh- 
ment  ;  but  he  asked,  was  it  sufficient  to 
justify  the  enactment  of  the  Coercion  Billf 
That  was  the  only  head  nnder  which  he 
foimd  an  increase  of  crime ;  and  he  aaked, 
was  that  a  case  upon  which  tite  Oereni- 
ment  could  rest  a  neoesrity  for  a  Coercioa 
Bill?  It  might,  however,  be  said,  that 
there  had  been  a  great  increase  in  im* 
detected  crime  ;  and,  therefore,  it  waa  ne- 
cessary, with  a  view  to  detect  the  o^nden, 
to  pass  this  Bill.  He  had  taken  the  troo- 
hle  to  ascertain  the  number  of  eonunittala 
and  convictions  in  1844,  and  he  found  that 
they  formed  about  the  same  proportion  in 
that  year  as  they  had  done  in  preruNU 
years  ;  hut  he  was  not  prepared  te  state 

hether,  since  1844,  intimidotion  had  done 
lore  in  the  way  of  deteiring  witBesses 
from  gtring  thw  ts" 
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pvtiei,  or  juries  gifing  Terdiots  lA  iiuax 
favour  ;  but  this  ho  could  Mtj,  tb&t  in 
1844  the  number  of  committals  wu  19,448, 
and  the  coDTictions  8,042,  Hbowiog  a  dif- 
ference of  11,406  betireen  the  commitlaU 
and  convictions.  In  1845,  the  committaU 
were  16,696,  and  the  oonvictiong  only 
7,101,  being  an  oxcesa  of  committals  over 
convictionH  of  9,595.  There  was  nothing 
in  thoM  returns  to  show  that  the  crime  of 
in^midating  juries  was  on  iha  increue. 
What,  then,  he  asked  again,  were  the 
grounds  for  alarm,  or  the  neceseitj  for 
a  Coercion  Bill  ?  The  bon.  and  gallant 
Qentleman  who  spoke  last  »aid,  they  ought 
to  have  recourse  to  strong  meaaures.  Thej 
had  continually  tried  sacb  measures.  He 
hardly  knew  the  nnmber  of  Coercion  Bills 
which  had  disgraced  the  Statoto-book  of 
the  English  and  Irish  Parliament.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Winchester  informed  him, 
no  less  than  seventeen  had  been  paesed 
rince  the  Union.  He  could  not  consider 
them  as  anything  else  than  seventeen  blots 
upon  good  ^vemment.  They  had  had,  he 
would  remind  tho  House,  the  experience 
of  a  Qovenunent  conducting  the  aSairs  of 
Ireland  without  resorting  to  strong  mea- 
■ores ;  and  it  wa«  a  Government  bitterly 
opposed,  and  one  which  met  with  obstruc- 
tion on  almost  every  hand.  He  referred 
to  the  period  when  Lord  Normaaby  was 
Lord  Lieutenant  in  Ireland  ',  and  be  would 
only  refer  to  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Lords'  Committee  in  183d,  as  to  the  state 
of  Ireland  at  the  time  that  that  noble  Xiord 
had  the  affairs  of  Ireland  in  his  hands,  to 
show  the  effects  of  that  noble  Lord's  go- 
Tomment.     Captain  Vignollo*  says — 

"  That  crime  hod  deoldedly  deereased  in  Ire- 
Uod  for  tba  last  Bve  jtmn — that  he  has  not  had 
man;  jniUacet  of  sombiiution  aiaiut  propert  j 
belore  him,  and  hat  had  none  at  all  reccotlj — and 
that  hil  diitrict  u  remarkably  pesceablo." 

Mr.  Hiekman,  Crown  Solicitor  for  the 
Connaugbt  Circuit  for  twenty-five  years, 
••ya— 

"  That  it  iacladm  tba  whols  proviacw  of  Con- 
nanght.  EoBCOmman,  Lcitrim,  iiligo,  Hmjo,  and 
Oalvaj.  That  th«  whole  eimiiit  hat,  during  the 
laM  flro  fcarn,  been  in  a  moro  traaqnil  atate  than 
prpvioiu^." 
Sir  Michael  O'Loughlin  aays — 

"  Tbit  ha  doet  not  remeniber  Ireland  M  trao> 
qnll  ai  it  has  bten  lor  some  lim«." 
Mr.  Cahill,  Sessional  Prosecutor  in  Tip- 
perary,  says — 

"  The  impresiioii  upon  tny  mind,  wfthont  hav- 
ing an;  writtpn  data  to  gu  upon,  ia,  that  crime  ba« 

fnatlj  dxTcawd  in  Tippenrr  s' 
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1  I  aver  knaw  it 

Hr.  Ford,  Sessional  Solicitor,  for  Meatb, 
sayi — 

"  He  is  parftotl;  aoqnaiated  with  the  Mata  of 
crime  there  ;  that  it  has  latel]'  diminished  there ; 
which  diminutioD  is  attributable  to  ths  Improve- 
mmts  in  the  administration  of  justice  wMch  have 
been  made  wlthiii  the  last  four  rean." 

Ur.  Cahill  says — 

"  That  crime  would  probablf  be  increased  hv 
the  accession  of  a  Goremment  diflbrent  in  priael- 
ple  from  the  present." 

Ho  (Mr.  Hawes)  thought  he  had  shown, 
that  apart  from  police  and  constabulary 
reports,  that  tho  actual  amount  of  crime, 
as  ascertained  by  the  convictions,  did  not 
furnish  sufficient  grounds  for  giving  their 
sanction  to  this  Bill.  He  had  also  painted 
out  a  period  when  Ireland  was  in  a  atate 
of  tranquillity  without  a  Coercion  Bill;  and 
he  lad  also  shown,  that  since  that  period 
crime  in  Ireland  had  been  diminishing. 
But  when  he  heard  it  said  that  we  ought 
to  resort  to  strong  and  vigorous  mea- 
sures, he  could  not  help  being  reminded 
of  a  speech  made  many  years  ago,  in  1814, 
by  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  a  speech  to  which,  in 
1846,  he  begged  to  call  his  attention.  The 
occasion  of  its  delivery  was  the  proposition 
by  tho  right  hon.  Baronet  of  a  Coercion 
Bill,  from  which  he  then  expected  the  hap- 
piest results.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
anticipated  thirty-two  years  back  that  by 
the  adopUon 


such  measure  as  the 
would   be   repressed,    and 


present 
tranquillity  wi 
The  Bill  had  been  tried,  and  failed,  and  » 
long  interval  had  paased,  and  still  crime 
and  outrages  were  committed  as  hereto, 
fore,  tho  people  were  qnite  as  discontented 
as  ever,  and  tho  only  relief  promised  was  a, 
repetition  of  the  odious  measure  proposed 
in  1814.  Upon  that  occasion  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  sud — 

"  lie  regretted  to  state  that  in  those  parts  of 
Ireland  where  the  laws  had  been  ndministered  with 
the  greatest  sereritj,  when  the  freat«tt  number 
of  oonviotioDi  bad  ialian  place,  tlic  terror  arising 
from  thou  eoDTiutioiu  liad  scarcslj  survived  tba 
cause,  when  new  combinatiooa  ofa  more  eitensiva 
and  dangerous  ehamcter  had  obtained  birth ;  and 
then  combinfttions  were  carried  on  with  a  degree 
of  seenp;  which  defied  the  operations  of  tlie  Uv 
aa  it  at  present  existed.  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
measoie  hoproposed  would  prevent  ths  erilt  then 
existing.  The  meniinre  was  upon  tho  report  of  an 
eitraordinarf  session  of  magistnileB  ;  the  district 
was  to  be  proclaiRied,  requiring  all  penent,  from 
■anrise  to  sunset  to  keep  within  their  hnosci ;  that 
no  person  should  be  suffered  to  bo  drinking  in  a 
paUio-bouas  after  nine  o'clock :  and,  flnallf,  if  d»- 
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tooted  out  of  their  lioaaM  ifter  nine  without  being 
atda  to  >bow  good  cause,  they  would  be  conaidered 
•>  idle  and  diiordertj,  imd  be  liable  to 
ported  for  seTCD  jean.  Thej  were  to  bo  tried  by 
a  ipocial  Mwiiona,  and  at  the  option  of  the  I^ord 
Lisatenanc  trial  bj  juiywitg  to  bo  diipenscd  with." 
The  right  hon.  Gentlpraan,  in  proof  of  the 
Btate  of  Ireland,  quoted  the  horrible  prat 
tice  of  carding,  and  stated  that  he  had  a 
memorial  dated  NoTomlier,  1813,  signed  by 
thirty-six  magistrates  of  thecounty  of  Wcst- 
meath,  stating  that  daring  outrages  were 
committed  in  the  open  dav'— that  assaaai- 
DationB  were  perpetrated  at  the  places  ol 
worship  and  in  the  face  of  a  largo  congre- 
gation, withoat  the  slightest  resistance. 
Such  was  the  Bill  from  which  the  tight 
hon.  Baronet  anticipated  the  happiest  rc- 
lulte.  Had  thoy  flown  from  it  ?  In  1S46, 
another  measure  of  a  similar  character,  to 
meet  a  like  emergency,  was  in  the  act  of 
bung  proposed.  He  knew  it  would  be  said, 
in  defence  of  the  present  measure,  that 
there  existed  undetected  crime  to  such 
extent  as  to  make  it  necessary.  But  let  it 
be  remembered  that  we  have  now  in  Ire- 
land a  better  police  force  than  ever,  that 
there  was  a  very  large  military  force  there, 
and  ueitlier  the  progress  of  education  s 
of  temperance  must  be  forgotten.  He  i 
peated  that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  c 
tent  of  undetected  crime  now  oiisting 
Ireland  was  greater  than  at  any  fornicr 
period.  What  then  wore  wo  to  hope  from 
the  Bill  ?  The  Bill  of  1814  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Homer,  Mr.  Whitbrend,  and  the 
great  and  good  Mr.  Romilly,  and  by  all 
the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  in  those  days; 
and  their  example  animated  him  (Mr. 
Hawes)  to  give  his  uncompromising  oppo- 
Bition  to  the  present  measure.  At  that 
former  period,  the  great  men  whom  he  had 
mentioned  warned  the  Government  that 
they  were  pursuing  a  hod  policy,  that  trou- 
ble and  discontent  would  follow,  as  indeed 
they  had  tracked  the  course  of  every  Coer- 
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confession  which  he  hod  made 
ith  perfect  candour ;  yet  he  thongfat  Iriah 
Members  had  done  sufficient  to  show  their 
sincere  devoUon  to  their  country,  andwonld 
probably,  by  not  protracting   the  debate, 
rally  round  them,  in  commou  oppoaition  to 
an  unjust  and  oppressive  Bill,  more  Eng- 
lish Members  than  would  be  induced  to  join 
them,  than  if  they  unnecessarily  stopped  the 
progress  of  legislation.     By  showing  «  jtut 
regard  to  the  general  interests  of  the  Em- 
pire, they  would  do  more  to  obtain  siipport 
in  their  opposition  to  this  Bill,  than  bj  any 
other  course  which  could  be  adopted.     He 
made  this  observation  with  feelings  of  great 
respect  for  those  Members.     He  took  his 
stand  with  them  against  the  Bill ;  and  be 
thought  thoy  were  perfectly  juatified  in  of- 
fering a  determined  opposition  to  the  Snrt 
reading.     It  was  not  an  ordinary  Bill;  and 
when  it  was  brought  down  from  the  House 
of  Lords,  they  had  full  knowledge  of  its 
contents.    Although  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  withdrawn  the  declaration  which 
he  formerly  made,  still  he  could  not  help 
attaching  great  weight  to  the  statement, 
that  the  first  reading  of  this    Bill   must 
have  (t  powerful  effect  in  Ireland.     He 
would  add  that  the  opposition  which  this 
Bill  had  encountered,  and  must  still  en- 
counter, would  rob  the  Bill  of  all  the  value 
which  it  could  have,  even  in  the  estimation 
of  its  supporters.     If  passed  into  a  law — 
and  he  firmly  believed  that  those  who  wen 
at  one  time  anxious  that  the  Bill  should 
pass,  began  now  to  see  that  it  was  a  use- 
less and   unnecessary  measure — all   the 
moral  effect  of  prestige  was  gone  ;  and  it 
could  not  now  be  said  that  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  being  impressed  with  the 
prevalence  of  crime  and  insubordination  in 
Ireland,  were  coming  to  the  rescue  of  the 
Minister  who  proposed  a  Coercion  Bill  as 
the  only  means  of  preserving  peace.     All 
the  popular  representatives  of  Ireland  dis- 
imed  the  statements  made  with  r^mrd 
Ireland.     They  told  the  supporters  of 
3  measure  that  it  would  be  nseless,  and 
rse  than   useless.      It   was    hia    (Mr. 
Hawes's)  behef  that  the  Bill  was  an  tnsnlt 
Ireland,  and  would  confer  no  singlo  be- 
nefit upon  that  country.     He  did  not  snp- 
posc  tliat  anything  which  fell  from  bim  on 
'  is  subject  would  have  the  slightest  weight 
ith   Her   Majesty's  Government  ;  but  he 
had  hoped  that,  seeing  the  state  of  buaineia 
in  that  House,  and  the  opposition  which  the 
Bill  waslikelylo  encounter,  they  would  have 


cion  Kill,  from  that  time  to  this.  There 
might  bo  a  time  in  which  such  a  Bill  would 
be  necessary  ;  but  the  case  must  be  clear, 
strong,  and  broadly  defined.  The  evi- 
dence to  that  effect,  in  his  opinion,  had 
neither  been  given  in  the  Return  laid  upon 
the  Table,  or  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
hie  address  to  the  House.  Now  be  did  not 
desire  to  prolong  that  debate.  He  could 
indeed  have  wished  thot  his  hon.  Friends 
might  be  disposed  to  shorten  the  discussion 
on  that  stage  of  the  Bill.  Perhaps,  if  he  i 
were  an  Irish   Member  he  should  not  be  N 

much  disjwsed  to  listen  to  a  suggestion  of  I  folt  it  consistent  with  Uieir  duty  to  a 
that  nature  from  an  EnglUb  Uembet— \^^«ia«^''>k- ^^^^^^UmgdowahereferTed 
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force  was  now  kept  up  in  IrelAnd.  Whj, 
it  was  a  scandal  to  the  Oovemment,  that 
in  the  year  1846  it  should  be  necesMrj 
to  maint^n  in  Ireland  a  force  of  25,000 
men  for  the  preservation  of  the  public 
peace.  If  bon.  Members  understood  this 
subject,  there  need  no  longer  be  a  party 
debate;  but  all  would  unite  in  carrjing 
out  remedial  meaBures.  He  aincerely  be- 
lieved that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  obtain  more  popularity,  and  would 
secure  more  of  the  gratitude  of  the  people, 
if  thej  could  reconcile  it  with  their  duty  to 
abandon  the  Bill  altogether,  and  let  the 
House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
measures  which  were  more  calculated  to 
confer  bene&ton  the  £nipire;and  especially 
on  Ireland. 

Sir  R.  peel  :  Sir,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  obtain  greater 
popularity  by  persevering  with  this  measure 
or  by  abandoning  it,iB  hardly  a  conaiderBtiou 
which  ought  to  influence  the  conduct  of 
those  who  are  responsible  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  public  peace  in  Ireland.  It 
may  be  true  that  more  of  popularity  might  ' 
be  gained  by  a  willing  acquiescence  on  our 
part  in  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  hoa  just  sat  down  ;  but  that  popularity 
would  be  gained  at  a  costly  sacrifice,  if  it 
were  obtained  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  duty 
of  those  who  are  responsible  for  maintaining 
the  public  peace;  and  if  it  were  accompanied 
also  by  increased  danger  to  life  and  pro- 
perty in  Ireland.  Sir,  I  s^d  at  an  early 
period  of  these  discussions,  that  I  should 
think  I  was  wanting  in  due  respect  both 
for  the  country  to  which  this  measure  re- 
fers, and  the  importance  of  the  subject,  if 
I  permitted  this  debate  to  close  without 
offering  some  observations  upon  it ;  and,  as 
I  would  fain  hope,  after  the  full  and  abl« 
discussion  which  this  measure  baa  under- 
gone in  this  preliminary  stage  of  its  pro- 


to  thA  eloquent  speech  which  had  been  deh- 
vered  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  by 
the  hon-  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  M'Carthy), 
And  he  regretted  that  so  mnc' 
eloquence  had  not  been  heard 
House.  He  entirely  concurred  in  ttie  con- 
cluding part  of  that  speech,  calling  upon 
the  right  hon.  Geutlemon  to  look  at  the 
difficulties  of  Ireland — be  might  add,  the 
difBculties  of  England — arising  out  of  the 
stoppage  of  pubUc  businesH,  caused  by  the 
discussion  of  this  Bill,  and  asking  him 
seriously  to  coneider  whether  it  woidd  not 
he  consistent  with  his  public  duty  to  cease 
to  preas  the  Bill  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  it  would  encoun- 
ter opposition  stage  by  stage,  clause  by 
clause,  and  line  by  line.  If  he  knew  any- 
thing of  his  hon.  Friends  from  the  other 
wde  of  the  water,  after  entering  into  this 
contest  they  would  not  shrink  from  prose- 
cuting it  until  all  other  business,  as  well 
48  the  time  of  the  House,  was  absorbed  in 
the  straggle.  Ho  hoped  the  House  would 
pause  before  it  put  another  Coercion  Bill 
.on  the  Statute-book,  in  the  absence  of  any 
proposal  of  a  remedial  nature  to  meet  the 
grievances  of  Ireland.  An  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  said  that  he  had  remedies  to  pro- 
pose ;  and  one  of  them  was  lo  put  down  all 
aasociations.  There  were  other  remedies, 
however,  which  must  be  weighed  and  ex- 
amined in  that  House.  A  Poor  Law  for 
Ireland  on  the  principle  of  the  English 
Poor  Law  was,  he  considered,  essential  to 
the  welfare  of  Ireland ;  and  the  great 
qnestion  of  the  inclosure  and  occupation  of 
waste  lands  in  Ireland  might  well  occupy 
tlie  attention  of  the  Govemmeut.  There 
were  many  minor  measures  recommended 
by  Lord  Devon's  Conmiission,  which  had 
not  yet  been  touched  by  the  Government ; 
their  whole  time  and  thoughts  having, 
through  some  perverting  influence  or  other, 
been  occupied  in  the  preparation  of  a  Coer- 
cion Bill,  instead  of  the  preparation  of  re- 
medial measures.  It  was  no  exaggeration 
to  say,  that  there  were  eight  or  ten  prac- 
tical measures  suggested  by  the  Report  of 
the  Commission,  which  were  all  adapted  to 
confer  great  benefit  on  Ireland  ;  and  the 
adoption  of  which,  therefore,  would  tend 
lo  the  maintenance  of  the  public  peace  in 
that  country.  He  believed  that  the  people 
of  England  would  not  long  sanction  this 
indilFerence  to  the  claims  of  Ireland.  Let 
them  remember  what  a  heavy  tax  they 
were  paying  for  upholding  the  present 
system  of  government.  Let  them  look  at 
the  army,  aud  consider  what  an  enormone 


gresB,  that  we  are  now  approaching  the 
close  of  die  present  debate,Tam  unwilling 
to  postpone  to  a  later  period  the  perfor- 
mance of  a  duty  which  I  feel  to  be  mcum- 
hent  upon  me.  Sir,  1  wish,  in  the  first 
place,  to  explain  to  the  House  what  were 
the  motives  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  proposing  that  the  first  stage  of  this  Bill 
should  be  interposed  in  the  progress  of 
another  Bill  of  the  deepest  importance,  in 
my  opinion,  to  the  welfare  of  this  country. 
I  assure  the  House  that  it  was  not  from 
any  punctilious  desire  of  adherence  to  esta- 
blished usage,  that  we  felt  it  our  duty  to 
propose  the  first  reading  of  this  Bill.  What 
were  the  circumatances  under  which  thia 
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muoli  of  deferenee — to  show  aaeh  ft  vil- 
lingneae,  not  to  Adopt  tham,  but  to  taka 
them  into  consideration,  u  At  le««t  to  per- 
mit them  to  paM  the  prelimiiiuy  Bt*ga  of 
R  firat  reaiiing.  Nov,  I  am  not  denjiiw 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have  m  per- 
fect right  to  contest  the  Bill  in  its  tint 
stage.  I  am  not  implying  that  thej  nn- 
duly  exerciied  any  pririlege  which  thi^ 
poBsesa,  by  calling  the  attention  of  tbe 
House  to  the  general  statA  of  IreUndi  I 
am  only  now  considering  the  questioa 
whether  Hor  Majesty's  Government  irotild 
have  been  justified,  seeing  what  has  beeo 
the  nnirersal  course  heretofore  panned  by 
Parliament,  in  permitting  this  Bill  to  Ue 
on  the  Table  without  the  sllgbteet  notice 
being  taken  of  it.  Sir,  I  do  not  adnut 
that  the  Honse  of  Lords  would  haT«  had 
any  right  to  resent  onr  omission  to  read  it 
a  first  time.  It  was  from  no  mere  piuie. 
tihous  deference  for  the  Honse  of  Lords 
that  we  took  this  course;  but  of  this  w* 
felt  deeply  convinced,  that  if  we  permitted 
this  Bill,  BO  recommended  from  the  throne^ 
and  so  passed  by  the  Hoose  of  Lords,  to 
lie  on  this  Table  without  notice,  the  rtpr«- 
sentatives  of  Ireland  might  accose  us,  and 
jnstly  accuse  ns,  of  offering  an  insult  to 
that  country.  The  Bill  is  undoubtedly  on* 
by  which  it  was  proposed  to  suspend  the 
ordinary  liberties  of  the  subject.  Look  at 
the  choraeter  of  the  measure.  The  more 
yon  insist  on  its  unconstitutional  character, 
the  more  you  establish  the  necessity  that  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  should  not  he  treated 
with  levity,  nor  disregarded  bj  Hv  Hm- 
jesty's  Government.  This  Bill  does  em- 
power the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  deprive  tiu 
subject  of  hberties  which,  under  all  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  he  is  entitled  to  enjoy; 
and  would  it  have  been  right,  ctmsidering 
the  special  application  of  this  Bill  to  one 
part  only  of  the  Empire,  would  it  hava 
been  right  for  the  Government,  in  a  mat> 
ter  of  such  immense  importance,  to  have 
shown  sQch  an  apparent  disregard  for  tfaa 
great  principles  of  civil  Uherty  aa  would 
have  been  implied  in  our  thus  departiag, 
for  the  first  time,  from  that  which  httd 
been  the  uniform  usage}  I  feel  the  im- 
portance of  the  opposiUon  now  offered  by 
you,  the  representatives  of  Irdand.  to  tha 
first  reading  of  this  Bill;  hut  believe  me, 
in  the  ease  of  a  Bill  infrin^ng,  aa  I  admit 
that  this  does,  upon  your  hberties,  and  ap- 
plying especially  to  Ireland,  if  we  had  de- 
parted from  that  course  which  in  the  case 
of  every  English  Bill  has  been  onifDrmly 
oVftfttval,  t£a  time  woald  aoon  hart  ar- 


Bill,  or  rather  this  subject  generally,  was 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  both 
Houses  of  ParUamcnt  ?  In  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
Session,  the  first  practical  measure  which 
Her  Majesty  recommended  to  our  consi- 
deration was,  a  measure  for  the  purpose  of 
S'ving,  if  possible,  increased  security  to 
e  in  Ireland,  on  acconnt  of  the  frequency 
of  assassination.  Her  Majesty  did  recom- 
mend to  the  consideration  of  Parliament 
three  or  four  measures  of  great  importance. 
The  first  was  the  state  of  Ireland  as  re- 
garded the  frequency  of  assassination,  and 
the  necessity,  in  Her  Majesty's  opinion,  of 
taking  some  precautions  to  prevent  the  fre- 
quent recurrence  of  that  crime.  What  was 
the  answer  returned  by  this  House  to  that 
partof  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  f  There 
was  an  assurance  given  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  not  that  it  would  adopt  any  mea- 
sures that  might  be  proposed  by  tho  Go- 
vernment, but  that  the  House  was  deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  it  would  take  into  its  con- 
sideration measures  which  hod  for  Uieir 
object  the  prevention  of  this  grievous 
crime.  A  Bill  for  that  purpose  was  brought 
hito  tho  House  of  Lords.  It  passed 
through  that  House  with  very  little  opposi- 
tion. The  Irish  Peers  connected  by  poli- 
tical sentjments  with  many  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  felt  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  this  or  of  some  such  measure, 
and  gave  their  assent  to  this  Bill.  I  be- 
h'eve  there  was  no  opposition  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  at  least  there  was  none 
which  was  marked  by  a  vote;  and  the  Bill 
was  sent  down  to  the  Honse  of  Commons. 
It  has  been  the  uniform,  I  believe  the  in- 
variable, practice,  with  respect  to  a  mea- 
sure undertaken  by  the  Government — a 
measure  of  this  importance,  a  measure  re- 
commended to  the  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment, on  the  first  day  of  the  Session,  from 
tho  Throne — it  has,  I  say,  been  the  in- 
variable usage,  on  such  a  measure  intro- 
duced by  tho  Government  being  brought 
from  the  House  of  Lords  into  this  House, 
to  give  to  that  measure  a  first  reading. 
£ach  Member  of  the  House  of  Lords  has 
a  right  to  lay  a  Bill  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
Bill  is  read  a  first  time.  No  such  usage 
prevails  here;  but  it  has  been  tho  univer- 
sal course,  with  respect  to  measures  of 
this  description,  brought  in  by  the  Go- 
vernment, recommended  from  the  Throne, 
when  they  have  passed  either  branch  of 
the  LegiBlttttm,  to  treat  them  intii  u 
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rived  when  ^u  would  hare  dwrged  lu 
wHh  doinK  to  Ireland  a  grwt  injiutioe, 
Mid  showins  &  eotpable  indifferaDce  with 
regard  hi  uat  Hbcnly  of  which  we  ought 
to  be  the  guardians.  Sir,  I  think  I  need 
hafdlj  refer  to  the  injurious  Burmiee  which 
I  have  heard  thrown  out,  that  Her  Ha- 
JMtr's  Gorermnent  had  beonne  indifferent 
to  0ie  proffrese  of  the  Cora  Bill,  and  that 
they  had  interposed  this  discussion,  or  ra- 
ther this  first  reading  of  another  measure, 
with  a  view  to  the  defeat  of  that  Bill.  I 
know  that  bon.  Gentlemen  have  not  sud 
•o  for  themselves,  hut  they  have  said  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  that  such  an 
impression  exists  on  the  part  of  the  pnhUc. 
Sir,  I  shaQ  be  prepared  to  give  whatever 


that  the  progress  of  the  discussion,  the 
lapse  of  time,  and  intervening  events, 
have  more  strongly  confirmed  me  in  the 
feeling  which  I  expressed  when  I  proposed 
the  permanent  and  final  adjustment  of  this 

aaeation.  Sir,  I  will  not  deny  that  even 
nring  titese  debates  mj  opinions  on  that 
snbject  have  undergone  achange;  but  it  is 
this  change,  that  restrictions  which  I  at  first 
believed  to  be  impolitic,  1  now  believe  to 
be  nninst,  and,  oonseqnently,  a  sense  of 
their  injustice  precludes  any  compromise 
on  my  part.  That  which  I  have  proposed, 
both  with  respect  to  the  amount  of  dotr 
and  the  eontinaanco  of  duty,  is  all  that  I 
am  enabled  to  offer;  and  in  answer  to  in- 
jurious suspicions,  I  think  it  enough  to 
say  that  I  sndl  be  perfectly  ready  to  testify 
by  any  public  act  the  sincerity  of  my  in- 
tentions. Therefore,  Sir,  i  say  that  the  first 
eonsideration  which  entered  into  the  minds 
ofthe  Government  in  proposing,  pursuant  to 
uniform  custom,  the  first  reading  of  this 
Bill,  was  not  any  lurking  desire  to  inter- 
pose any  diffieulties  to  the  progress  of 
those  eommerdal  measures  which  they  had 
proposed  to  this  House,  or  to  defer  for  a 
■ingle  day  the  final  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion which  they  embrace.  I  now  proceed. 
Sir,  to  reriew  the  considerations  which 
have  induced  Her  Majesty's  Goreniment, 
with  great  pain  and  sincere  reluctance,  to 
propose  any  measure  of  a  barsfa  or  extra- 
ordinary character  with  respect  to  Ireland- 
Sir,  the  bon,  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  city  of  Cork  (Mr.  M'Oarthy),  who 
■poke  io  the  course  of  this  evening, 
and  who  taade  a  speech  I  think  as  re- 
markable for  its  ability  as  it  was  distin- 
iiiiJtcd  for  the  brevity  with  which  Dbser- 


vataons  of  so  striking  a  charkcter  were 
conveyed — that  hon.  Gentleman  eipreswd 
his  belief  that  I  had  no  other  di^odtum 
but  one  of  kindness  towards  the  pe<^  of 
Ireland,  but  (hat  my  good  wiahea  WW* 
overmled  by  some  malign  infincncs.  I  do 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  he  does  mo 
but  justioe  in  attributing  to  me  the  moat 
sincere  interest  in  that  part  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's dominions ;  but  that  ho  does  me  in- 
justice  in  supposing  that  any  ineh  infln* 
ence  could  overrule  ray  sense  of  duty.  If 
I  did  not  believe  that  a  positive  neeestitj 
required  some  such  meaenre  to  ^ve^o> 
tection  to  life  in  Ireland,  and  to  prereal 
social  disOTganlsation  and  the  detenoratioB 
consequent  cm  frequent  crimes  being  nn- 
pumehed,  of  the  national  charaoter,  no 
consideTatioii  waviA  have  induced  me,  or 
those  with  whom  I  act,  to  have  been  par^ 
to  this  measure.  I  was  mueh  stmok  wim 
one  observation  whiA  fell^mn  one  of  the 
hon.  Gentteman  who  represent  Irelaad~- 
the  bon.  Member  for  Drogheda — I  think 
as  to  tiie  grounds  on  which  such  a  measure 
ought  to  have  been  introduced.  He  said, 
that  we,  who  propose  this  meaanre,  are 
bonnd  to  establish  tnree&cts:  we  are  hound 
to  show,  first,  that  there  prevails  in  Ire- 
land, at  the  present  time,  both  as  to  die 
frequency  of  crime,  but,  above  all,  as  to 
the  character  and  nature  of  the  offences 
committed,  a  necessity  tor  some  extraor^- 
nary  measure;  next,  that  we  are  bound  to 
show  that  all  the  ordinary  resources  of  the 
established  taw  have  been  exhausted,  that 
we  have  done  all  we  could  with  the  instni- 
toents  the  Constitution  places  in  our  hands, 
for  the  preservation  of  life  and  the  main- 
tenance of  order  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  thero 
is  a  rvitional  ground  for  hoping  and  b»- 
lieving  that  the  particnlsr  measure  pro- 
posed, which  is  at  variance  with  the  esta- 
blished principles  of  law,  ii  likely  to  be 
efiectnal  for  tne  purpose  to  which  it  is  to 
be  anplied.  I  ttiink.  Sir,  that  we  are 
bound  to  estabUsh — by  proof  as  far  as 
proof  is  possible,  and  l^  argnment  so  far 
as  reasoning  can  advuice  towards  proof — 
those  three  facts  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Drogheda  refers.  We  are  bound 
to  prove  that  there  is  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, ft-om  the  nature  and  the  frequency 
of  crimes — I  speak  more  particularly  of 
assassinations  and  crimes  affecting  the 
public  peace — Ireland  is  in  an  nuusnal 
position.  We  are  bound  also  to  prove 
that  we  have  exhausted  all  the  ordinary 
means  prorided  by  the  law  ;  and  we  are 
botuid  also  to  establiih  by  argnnent— for 
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houses,  firing;  into  dwellings:  oiIe>eet 
which  do  not  involTo  any  serioas  ^stoiV 
ance  of  the  [lablic  peace  I  shkll  eicbde. 
I  shall  take  only  crimes,  the  freqncBcj 
of  which  is  characteristic  of  a  diseased 
state  of  society.  I  begin  with  homiodM. 
In  1843  the  number  of  homicides  reported 
at  the  constabulary  office  was  122 ;  in 
1845  they  were  139.  Are  those  nmnben 
the  same  as  the  numbers  in  the  reiurn  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  referred!  [Mr. 
Haweb  :  Yes,  ]  Then  the  returns  are  the 
same.  The  number  of  crimes,  then,  ii 
the  two  years  1843  and  1845  are  sUted 
as  follows : — 


Caaipiring  to  murder  

Auault  on  police  Mid  Dugutrates 

AggraTst«d  UHult  

Dcmuid  or  robber;  ofsmit    

Admrnuterlng  ontLs 

Threatcniag  notices 

Attoaking  honBea 

Firing  icto  dwellings  


nil  PnUction  of  Ufe  {COMMONS}  (MUmd)  BOt— 

proof  in  such  a  case  is  impossible — that 
the  measure  proposed  will  conduce  to  the 
end  in  view.  The  future  effect  cannot  be 
proved.  All  we  can  do  is  to  attempt  to 
establish  in  the  minds  of  those  whom  we 
invite  to  consult  on  the  subject,  a  strong 
moral  conviction  that  it  is  probable  that 
the  proposed  law  will  be  effectual  for  the 
purpose  intended.  Now,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  spoke  last  contested  the  facts 
which  were  adduced  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
there  exists  now,  in  the  increase  of  crime 
in  Ireland,  an  extraordinary  necessity  for 
a  measure  of  this  kind.  The  increase  of 
crime,  and  also  the  character  of  that  crime, 
can  alone  justify  such  a  measure.  You 
must  consider  the  character  of  the  crime, 
the  possibility  of  detecting  and  punishing, 
the  effect  of  impunity,  and  the  danger  there 
is  that,  through  impunity,  crime  may  be 
contagious — you  must  consider  these  things 
before  jou  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
law  of  this  kind  is  unjust  in  principle. 
Pollowing  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth, 
I  will  first  take  into  consideration  the  fre- 
quency of  crime  in  Ireland.  The  figures 
the  hon.  Member  has  quoted  may  be  cor- 
rect; but  I  do  not  think  he  will  be  able  to 
contest  the  facts  to  which  I  am  going  to 
refer.  1  am  about  to  contrast  the  year 
1843  with  the  year  1844.  In  1844  there 
was  some  increase  of  crime — I  speak  of 
crimes  which  endanger  the  pubhc  tran- 
quiUty — but  we  were  unwilling  to  apply 
without  necessity  to  the  House  for  oxtra- 
ordinary  powers.  Let  us,  however,  take 
the  comparison,  though  to  compare  one 
year  with  the  one  immediately  following 
may  sometimes  be  fallacious.  [Mr.  Uawes: 
To  what  document  are  you  referring?]  I 
believe  that  the  document  I  refer  to  has 
been  published.  What  I  hold  in  my  hand 
is  a  document  furnished  by  the  police  in 
Ireland;  a  comparative  view  of  the  extent 
of  crime  from  1835  to  1845,  and  which  is, 
OS  to  the  later  years,  I  beUeve,  exactly 
concurrent  with  that  which  is  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House.  [Mr.  Hawes:  I 
quoted  the  special  Report  of  the  Consta- 
bulary in  Ireland  from  1842  to  1845.] 
Y^es  ;  and  therefore  including  the  years  to 
which  I  refer,  1  will  leave  you  to  judge 
whether  my  selection  of  crimes  ia  a  fair 
one.  The  different  heads  are  homicides, 
conspiracies  to  murder,  assaults  on  the 
police,  aggravated  assaults,  demand  for 
or  robbery  of  arms,  administering  oaths, 
sending    threatening    notices,    attacking 


An  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  seemed  to 
consider  the  oflence  of  issuing  threatening 
notices  as  one  that  ought  hardly  to  enter 
into  a  statement  on  the  subject.  [Mr. 
Powell  :  No  ;  but  there  are  fabrications.] 
Sir,  making  allowance  for  that,  the  in- 
crease of  that  particular  offence  is  a  conn- 
deration  which  ought  not  to  be  left  ont  of 
view.  With  deference  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's local  experience,  an  increase  frtMB 
940  in  1843,  to  1,944,  is  a  significant  cu-- 
cumstanco.  Threatening  notices  them- 
selves inflict  no  injury;  but  they  are  enough 
to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  families,  and 
those  families  know  this  fact,  that  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  sentence  of  vengeance  follows 
too  often.  There  may  be  instances  in  which 
tlireatening  notices  are  fabricated.  It  may 
be  possible,  and  I  beUeve  it  is.  I  make 
every  deduction  on  that  account — I  wbh  to 
be  chargeable  with  no  exaggeration.  Still 
the  increase  of  that  offence,  coupled  with 
the  increase  of  the  other  offences  to  which 
I  have  referred,  is,  I  am  afraid,  a  strong 
proof  of  a  diseased  State  of  society.  Well, 
then,  we  come  to  attacking  houses,  and  we 
find  that  the  instances  in  which  houses  were 
attacked  in  1843,  as  returned  tothepohee, 
were  252 ;  and  in  1845,  480.  Now,  in  the 
course  of  two  years,  we  ffnd  here  in  such 
an  offence  as  that  of  attacking  houses,  an 
increase  from  252  to  480  :  that  surely  is  tk 
primA  facie  case  that  the  existing  law  k 
inadequate  for  the  ropreseion  of  crime.    I 
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now  tftke  that  otiier  uid  more  faeinoas  crime, 
the  firing  into  dwdling-hoiuea.  In  1843, 
there  were  87  cuea,  and  in  1845^  138. 
I  think,  in  the  character  of  the  offences  to 
which  1  have  referred,  and  the  rapid  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  those  offences,  I 
have  ^ren  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  attempted  to 
show  that  crime  was  as  frequent  in  1843 
as  in  1845.  So  much  for  the  frequency; 
and  I  now  come  to  the  character  of  those 
offences,  and  I  cannot  nse  more  emphatic 
language  with  regard  to  them  than  that 
which  has  been  used  by  the  opponents  of 
tlie  present  measure.  I  shall  first  take  the 
language  which  has  been  used  bj  the  hon. 
Member  for  Drogheda,  in  which  he  spoke 
of  the  character  and  quolit  j  of  those  crimes. 
He  aaid,  that  he  riewed  them  with  horror, 
as  indicating  that  the  national  character  of 
Ireland  was  undergoing  a  change — that 
heretofore  there  had  been  on  the  part  of 
Irishmen  a  respect  for  age  and  sex — that 
the  helplessnesa  of  ago  and  the  character 
of  sex  nad  been  sufficient  to  protect  them 
from  injury — and  that  the  aged  and  the 
female  were  held  in  peculiar  roapect;  but  in 
reading  these  details  of  atrocity,  he  said  be 
waa  afraid  there  was  a  change  in  the  na- 
tional character.  Now,  Sir,  lot  us  see 
whether  age  or  sex  oonstjtutes  a  guarantee 
ogwnst  injury  or  ontrage;  and  this  is  a 
most  important  conaideration — looking  not 
at  the  frequency  of  crime,  hut  at  its  cha- 
racter; and  the  Houae  will  bear  in  mind 
that  this  is  not  my  language,  but  that  of 
one  of  the  opponents  of  this  measure.  Sir, 
I  admit  that  the  character  of  that  conntry 
stood  high  for  a  chivalrous  feeling  of  defer- 
ence to  the  female,  sex,  and  in  respect  for 
age;  but  I  take  the  account  of  Uko  hon. 
Heroher  for  Brogheda — one  of  the  most 
decided  opponents  of  the  Bill — and  I  ask 
the  House  whether  any  stronger  language 
could  be  used  to  demonstrate  what  has  been 
the  effect  on  the  national  character  of  the 
irequent  repetition  of  those  crimes?  I  shall 
take  the  language  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
closed  the  debate  on  the  previous  evening, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny,  for  I  took 
down  hie  words.     He  says — 

"  I  am  overwheimed  with  diignit  and  ihame  at 
the  hidmu*  crimM  Mounitted  in  kum  put*  of 

"lam  overwhelmed  with  disgnstand  shame 
at  the  hidooos  crimes  ! "  Well,  then,  and 
are  these  crimes  to  be  committedaod  to  re- 
main unpunished !  Are  we  to  be  perfectly 
pMsive,  and  adopt  no  measures  to  check 
the  frequency  of  atrocities  which  fill  bon. 


Members  connected  with  that  countiy  widi 
disgust  and  shame  ?  Let  me  take  some  of 
the  offences  which  justify  the  description 
given,  not  by  us,  hut  by  hon.  Members  who 
are  the  opponents  of  the  Bill,  as  to  the 
e^eot  of  those  crimes  on  the  national  cha- 
racter,  which  we  have  been  disposed  to  hold 
in  just  estimation.  Kow,  Sir,  I  will  take 
the  cose — although  I  admit  that  it  would 
be  most  unfair  to  judge  of  the  chu«oter 
of  this  or  any  other  country  from  one  or 
two  isolated  cases,  but  still  such  cases  as 
those  to  which  I  shall  refer  are  not  to  be 
entirely  disregarded — I  shall  take  a  case 
in  which  a  party  has  been  persecnted  for 
merely  ooserting  his  rights,  and  I  shall  ask 
you  what  protection  is  there  to  be  given  to 
these  men  ?  These  men  ue  in  a  hnmUe 
position.  They  were  three  brothers,  of  the 
nunc  of  Hogan — John  Hogan,  Barney 
Hogan,  and  Marshal  Hogan.  Barney  and 
Marshal  were  both  fired  at  in  the  month  of 
February  lost,  and  the  other  a  few  weeka 
ago.  In  the  language  of  the  official  state- 
ment— 

"  Tbe  mnrderad  man  wsi  brother  to  Darby  and 
Miahwl  H^JI»ii  both  of  whom  have  been  And  at, 
tbe  one  in  Febniary  taat,  the  other*  a  few  weeks 
ago  :  they  have  police  protection  h;  mjr  recommen- 
datioD,  two  men  being  (uraiihidon  allcmiite  days 
from  two  Deighbonrinf  itationi — a  jdan  that  I  now 
see  woriu  buly,  fbr  the  drai^it  readen  it  aemt\j 
inoperative  ibr  otbsr  dutiei.  I  would,  therefitra 
adviM  that  two  men  be  stationed  permnnsntly  at 
Ilogan'a.  I  bave  utentioned  thii  to  tho  police 
otDcor,  and  it  meeti  hla  approval." 
Had  they  no  protection  ?  Was  nothing 
done  to  rescue  them  ?  They  had  poUco 
protection.  Two  policemen  were  stationed 
permanently  for  their  protection.  But  what 
Decome  of  the  first  of  these  brothers  ?  I 
quote  again  tbe  official  statement : — 

"  It  ii  my  poinnil  duty  to  itate  to  yon,  for  the 
information  of  his  Eicellency  the  Lord  LiouteoBnt, 
that  at  diuk  but  evening  a,  brmer  named  John 
Hogan,  rending  at  Baliinderry,  was  ihot  dead  oiose 
to  hii  own  house  ;  three  or  four  ihoti  wera  dia- 
charged  at  him  *o  cioso  aa  to  set  big  cloUies  on  fire, 
and  his  body  perforated  in  eiery  part  with  balls. 
The  cause  auigned  is,  that  he  had  taken  an  acre  of 
land  joining  hii  bm,  whenoe  a  neighbour  had  been 


The  cause  asugned  fbr  the  murder  was, 
that  he  had  taken  an  acre  of  land  adjmn- 
ing  his  own  farm,  from  which  a  neighbour 
h«l  been  dispossessed.  That  was  the  of- 
fence. 1  am  sure  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  P.  Scrope),  who  thinks  some  altera- 
tion ought  to  be  made  in  reference  to  the 
tenure  of  land,  will  admit  that  it  was  not  to 
be  permitted  that  John  Hogan  should  be 
shot  because  he  had  taken  land  from  which 
a  nmghbour  was  dispouessed.     The  hon. 
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Oentlemui  will,  no  doubt,  concur 
in  bolding  that  such  offences  as  tho  offence 
p«rpetrmtcd  in  the  instance  I  tuve  non 
cited,  shonld,  if  possible,  be  prevented, 
whateTiT  our  pennauent  remedies  may  be 
for  the  amelioration  of  Ireland.  If  wc 
are  to  exact  alteginnce  from  John  Hogan, 
and  we  allow  him  to  be  riddled  with  balls 
elose  to  his  own  door  for  taking  a  Tacant 
acre  of  land,  wo  are  not  fulfiUing  the  con- 
ditions and  obligations  that  Hociety  imposes. 
Take  the  case  of  those  three  persons.    The 
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three  have  been  shot  at — oaa  in  February 
last;  one  a  few  weeks  since;  and  the  two 
brothers  are  obliged  to  be  protected  by  two 

Kliccmcii;    wUilo  the  third  has  had   his 
ij  perforated  with  balls.     Sir,  thi 
isolated  and  individual  ease,  and  it  majnot 
be  &ir  to  judge  from  it  of  the  character  of 
the  country;  but  this  is  a  perfectly  different 
question  from  whether  it  is  not  tho  duty 
of  the  Legislature  and  the  Executivo 
provide  for  those  who  have  a  just  claim 
upon    us    for    protection,    and     wlicthi 
thonc    who    render  allegiance  to   the    Si 
vercign    should     not    have    the    protei 
tion  of  the  laws  extended  to  them.    The 
Executive   Government    is   bound  to    do 
wh«t  in  it  lies  to  aflord  them  protection. 
I  next  take  tho  ease  of  the  man  which 
justifies  the  lamentation  of  the  hon.  Men 
ber  for  Droghedn,  and  I  say  that  this  is 
reflection  on  the  national  character — that 
is,  when  there  is  no  longer  any  deferenci 
paid  to  either  sex  or  ago.     In  the  cose  o 
Lanrence  Loahy,  the  magistrate  writes — - 
"  On  tbc  OTrmug  of  ttio  lltb  inat..  at  S  o'clock 
an  armed  party  ofacven  men  eutered  tbo  houw  o 
Lawrence  Leahy,  n.  rcupeclablc  farmer,  uid  nubcd 
at  him  ;  but  Lenhy.  vlio  wns  a  very  loll  and  pow- 
trfal  man,  knocked  du*n  Tout  of  them  with  hla 
■ft ;  but,  lifter  a  Btruggle,  he  was  overpowered 
and  beat  down ;   whea  on  the  )[TOund,  bii  wife 
Ihrew  bcrneir  over  lura,  but  [what  did  thcK  meo 
do  when  tbe  «ito  uf  ttw  ualgnuniito  man  ialer- 
p«acd  her  own  body — linked  her  liG)  in  tba  at- 
lampt  to  save  bim  ?]  oiio  of  Ibe  frllowa  pbkced  a 
gun  i]uite  clow  to  hii  leg,  and  flrud  it.  whicb 
dreadfully  abattered  tbo  leg,  and  then  atruck  biin 
on  tbe  head  with  gum." 

Then  there  is  the  case  of  a  man  named 
Lynch.  He  had  put  in  an  ejectment  pro- 
cess, and  this  is  the  pohce  report : — 

"  Poor  Lyneh  could  not  eienpc,  tho  ander-ten- 
anta  to  a  man  were  leagued  agaiiut  bim,  and 
livod  all  conliguoui  lo  hia  bouao,  no  that  bin  every 
BWvemcnl  was  watched.  About  a  month  ninec 
aub-inapcotor  Barko,  of  this  atation.  received  pri- 
Tslo  infonnatlon  thnt  there  waa  a  imrty  hired  to 
shoot  Lynch  the  nioniing  following." 
A  man  receiving  5!.  or  61.  to  commit  a 
murder!  A  party  of  police  remained  for 
aomo  timo  in  Ur.  LynoVi  Iioujk.    ^o 


le  police  conU  Mt 
stay  there  pennanently ;  but  it  wu  pv- 
fectly  plain  that  an  Attempt  would  be 
made,  and  it  was  made.     The  i 

'■I  r 


wttneticd  a  moi 
than  tbe  wailing  of  thia  poor  man's  wife,  di 
and  lonii  prtaented  ;  now  not  only  deprivad  ^Ihdr 
parent,  but  uf  all  the  property  they  pnnnsiLiL" 
If  there  aro  to  bo  victims,  if  a  man  is  1« 
be  murdered  in  presence  of  Lis  wife  ni 
family,  if  such  oocuirencea  are  fieqneot, 
it  is  not  without  ground  that  the  bos. 
Gentleman  dreads  a  deterioration  of  tbc 
national  character.  There  ia  a  raign  of 
terror.  A  man  of  the  name  of  E^nn  bad  a 
tent  on  the  race  course  of  Ballina.  Ac- 
cording to  the  official  account— 

"  A  party  of  twelve  or  flfteon  mm  ratered  tha 
tent,  and  grievoudy  aaaaulted  Egaa  and  his  tv 
vanl,  Laudrigan,  with  Konea,  On  tba  fbUowiiC 
day  tlie  matter  came  to  tho  knowledn  of  the  ■» 
lice,  who  proceeded  to  the  tent,  andfenud  Eaa 
purauin)^  his  unial  avoeationa,  MnuplainiBrbnl 
little  of  hia  injariea,  unwilliuf  to  aflbrd^nlafcr- 
mation  on  tho  aubjeet,  and  totaU;  Jmyiig  a^ 
knowledge  of  tbe  amilanta.  At  that  timev  and 
fur  a  day  or  two  nfler,  Egan  mpptcned  aU  nSa- 
ence  to  tho  csae  of  IjindrigaD  ;  and  it  was  not  un- 
til the  latter  waa  apeechleaa  and  part  reeovwy  tkit 
Egan  appriaed  Iha  police  of  hU  oonditioo.  I^ad- 
rigan  di(^  that  day,  and  Egan  booanw  so  ill  ihrt 
bii  recover)-  for  a  while  waa  doubtliiL" 
There  is,  then,  a  reluctance  to  give  inioF* 
mation  In  criminal  cases,  aud  m  a  cheek  is 
placed  on  the  ordinary  exeention  of  the 
hiw.  Egan  hod  been  beaten  bimaelf,  and 
so  had  his  servant.  But  not  nntil  his  ler- 
vant  is  at  extremity  does  he  aend  for  the 
police.  The  servant  dies ;  and  Egan  diea 
also.  Here  is  another  case  which  oocnmd 
on  tho  26th  of  November  last: — 

"  Tlie  board  of  diiceton  of  ths  Mining  &b- 
pany  of  Ireland  hereby  gina  notic*  to  all  wboa 
it  may  concern,  that  Ibe  company*'  woika  a* 
Kirl's  Hill  CoUierv  will  be  inape  '  ' 
day,  the  30th  of  December  next, 
day  ndminible  nnder  oiiating  < 
board  lias  been  reluataotly  impaUee  to  BMli 
eourat!  by  tho  oatngM  and  tkmu  to  whk 
company's  aicwanla,  Bfartin  Morris  and  w 


rell-diapoaed  workmon  who  ate  deaiross  to 

work  under  the  company,  and  earn  auf^wtt  for 

thrmaelvca  and  bmiliea.  but  vhoie  Uvea  mn  teg 

highly  valued  by  the  board  to  be  riaked  by  a  eon- 

lanca  of  the  worki  until  inflleient  jautsMkill 

bo  oflbrded  to  them." 

_.  consequence  of  tbe  menaces  bdd  oat, 
and  the  dangers  with  which  it  appeared 
the  officers  and  workmen  of  tbe  ooupeaT 
-««n  vQXTQOBded,  the  worka  mn  rtopped 


1117  Adfountd  J}tba(»  {Apul  37} 

to  th«  great  u^ury  of  the  dktriot.  Well, 
then,  let  lu  take  the  number  ot  nardera 
in  1845,  ud  the  Dumber  of  ooavtctioiu. 
I  hftTS  counted  them,  end  I  find  there  are 
146  cues  of  murder,  end,  I  think,  there 
ue  not  more  than  thirteen  conTiotionB. 
There  ie  the  return  giting  the  number  of 
murdere  tince  the  lat  of  Februerj,  1842, 
ipeeifying  the  countj  and  berony  of  the 
eenutj  where  inch  murder*  have  been  per- 
P«tzat«d.  There  is  a  Hparate  retom  of 
sttempta  to  murder  not  attended  iritb 
hodilj  injurjT'  This  return  to  which  I 
refer  is  of  peraona  murdered.  I  shall  read 
the  designatioaa  of  the  persons  mur- 
dered:— 

"  •  Field  liboarer,'  '  mBgEstrate,'  '  Wjoursr,' 
']Mor  womui,'  'briMr,'  'IsbaaTer,'  'labourar,' 
'Marant,' 'Ubmrer,' 'puuwaar'i  wife,' 'l*b<nv«r,' 
'labmnr,'  'labomer.'  " 

Look  at  the  olastes!  [Hr.  Poiratx:  Is 
that  all  Ireland? ]  In  lOl  Ireland.  Why, 
a  farmer  lifing  in  a  slated  house,  or  a 
gentleman  in  hia  mansion  hotue,  may  have 
•ome  protection ;  bat  what  is  the  eondition 
of  the  labourer?  I  think,  if  you  can  afford 
protection  to  men  of  that  claifr— if  you 
•Ml  prerent  the  repetiUon  of  outrages 
•gainst  those  least  able  to  guard  against 
them — ^thcragfa  you  do  nolate  some  eon- 
■titutional  principle,  yet,  so  great  is  the 
evil  of  permitting  morden  to  be  eommitted 
^most  with  entire  impunity,  that  there 
is  no  restraint  to  which  one  would  not 
rather  submit  than  enffer  the  oontinuance 
of  tiiat  monster  grievanoe.  I  have  at- 
tempted to  show  from  the  frequency  of 
•rimes  endangering  Hfe,  and  connected 
wHh  the  preserratlon  of  the  publio  peace — 
from  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  crimes 
injarious  to  the  charaster  of  the  country 
—from  the  frequent  instances  of  complete 
impunity — from  the  fear  there  is  of  giving 
evidence  either  before  a  magistrate 
eonrt— from  the  danger  there  is  that  these 
orimes  will  become  contagious  and  spread 
to  other  districts,  unless  some  vigorous 
effort  be  made  at  repression,  I  think  I 
have  made  out  a  strong;  case  that  there  is 
in  the  frequency  and  the  eharocter  of 
orime  in  Ireland  an  imperative  oall 
Legislature  to  consider — no  mar 
this — whe&er  precautions  ant  not  neces- 
sary! I  now  come  to  the  second  point:  have 
we  exhanated  the  means  which  the  existing 
law  pots  at  onr  disposal  for  the  repression 
of  erimef  There  is  an  immense  police 
force.  The  military  force,  eiemplaty  as 
tiiey  are  in  the  diacharge  of  theu:  duty, 
are  not  tiie  proper  fone  to  employ  in  this 
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serrice.  But  there  is  a  police  foree  of 
neu-ly  10,000  men.  I  have  not  heard  any 
allegation  that  the  Govenunent  had  been 
legligent  in  the  direction  of  that  force,  or 
that  it  has  been  improperly  distributed. 
A  mere  addition  to  the  police  force  would 
not  be  accompanied  with  any  great  advan- 
tage. I  am  not  aware  that  that  iustnunent 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  publio  peace  has 
been  applied  in  any  manner  which  subjects 
the  Government  to  condemnation,  or  re- 
qnirea  from  them  any  explanation.  I  be- 
lieve that  of  the  force  placed  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Government  every  effitrt  has 
been  made  to  make  it  as  available  as  poa- 
atble.  But  some  hen.  Members  have  said, 
"  You  have  not  sufficiently  tried  the  effi- 
cacy of  special  commissions:  wherever  you 
hare  issued  diese  special  oommiasiona, 
orime  appears  to  have  decreased."  Now 
I  think,  with  everr  respect  for  the  opinion 
of  others,  that  this  is,  after  all,  a  very  in- 
efficacious instrument  for  meeting  the  evils 
with  which  we  have  nowto  deal.  There  is 
no  use  in  sending  down  special  commis- 
sions, unless  we  are  prepared  with  the  evi- 
dence necessary  to  punish  for  crimes  that 
have  been  committed.  The  state  of  crim« 
in  Ireland  is  frightful;  but  the  existence  of 
it  does  by  no  means  prove  the  necessity  of 
sending  down  a  special  commission.  It  it 
not  wise  to  hurry  on  the  trials  of  offenders. 
It  ia  not  wise  to  incur  the  risk  of  defeat 
upon  imperftet  evidence,  nor  is  it  wise  to 
exhibit  uiB  inefflcoey  of  the  law  by  sending 
down  a  special  commission,  that  would  1m 
followed  by  no  good  or  satiafactory  result. 
It  is  not  Boffloient  to  demonstrate  the  tn- 
quenoy  of  crime,  and  to  urge  the  necessity 
of  Baring  a  special  commission  for  the  sup- 
pression of  it,  but  you  muat  also  prove  that 
we  have  the  evidence  that  is  necessary  to 
support  our  accnaatione,  and  that  we  shall 
be  able  in  all  probability  to  oauae  the  cin- 
ders to  be  brought  to  justice.  Unless, 
then,  you  can  prove  the  double  fact — 
namely,  the  frequency  of  crime,  and  the 
probability  of  convictions,  yon  do  not  at  (dl 
demonstrate  the  policy  of  sending  down 
■peeial  commiseione.  But  this  I  mnat  say, 
that  in  every  instance  where  immediate 
examples  were  made,  the  most  satisfactory 
efforts  were  produced  in  deterring  offend- 
ers from  the  repetition  of  crime,  In  all 
caaea  where  the  Execntive  Government 
had  aoen  tiie  necesaity  of  taking  this  eoorae 
and  the  probability  of  bringing  conriction 
home  to  the  criminal  parties,  they  never 
permitted  eonsiderations  of  eipenae  or  eon- 
veiuenoe  to  binder  them  from  sending  down 
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eommiHsionB  for  the  special  triaU  of  thoae 
who  had  committed  these  grievous  offences 
against  the  lavs  of  the  country  and  the 
peace  of  its  inhabitants.  They  hare  at  all 
times  exhibited  a  promptitude  in  taking  the 
most  efficacious  measures  for  the  repression 
of  Clime,  in  order  that  the  signal  examples 
thus  made  might  have  the  effect  of  deter- 
ring others  from  the  commission  of  similar 
offences;  and  therefore  I  am  not  aivore  in 
what  single  instance  the  Government  can 
ho  fairly  chargeable  with  not  having  used 
every  instrument  which  the  constitution 
and  the  laws  of  the  country  have  placed  at 
their  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
offenders  to  trial,  and  of  deterring  by  signal 
eiamplesothers from  repeating  those  crimes. 
And  this  was  the  second  point  of  the  hon. 
Baronet's  speech,  in  respect  to  which  he 
demanded  an  explanation.  The  third  point 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Drogheds,  is,  I  think,  the  most 
important  one  for  our  consideration.  It  is 
highly  important  for  us  to  consider  whether 
this  particular  measure  which  we  have  pro- 
posed wiU  be  efficacious,  ladmitthattopro- 
'  pose  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  not  by  it- 
self be  likely  to  prove  very  efficacious.  Ithink 
that  to  pass  such  ameasure  without  adopting 
any  other  remedy  for  the  unfortunate  state  of 
Ireland,  would  be  an  evil  uncompensated  by 
any  one  good.  I  am  fully  aware  how  bad 
a  thing  it  is  to  muttiptj  those  precedents 
of  exceeding  the  ordinary  powers  of  the 
law  and  the  Constitution,  and  that  the  fre- 
quent instances  of  these  measures  being 
adopted  in  Ireland  is  no  justification  what- 
ever for  repeating  it.  Proof  being  out  of 
the  question  and  demonstration  impossible, 
the  question  is  whether  it  is  probable  that 
this  measure  will  be  efficacious,  and  that  it 
will  not  turn  out  to  he  an  unmitigated  evil. 
I  will  now  endeavour  to  meet  this  point  of 
the  hon.  Member's  speech.  1  think  that  I 
have  already  shown  urgent  reasons  for  at- 
tempUng  something  of  the  kind  to  meet 
the  present  condition  of  Ireland.  And  now 
what  do  I  propose?  ^Vhy,  1  find  that  in 
the  year  1835  theGuvemment  of  the  coun- 
try had  taken  an  exactly  sioiilar  course  on 
finding  enormous  evils  of  the  same  kind  as 
now  exist  in  Ireland.  What  course,  then, 
did  the  Government  of  that  period  take, 
feeling  their  responsibility  for  the  protec- 
tion of  life  in  Ireland,  if  it  can  be  protected 
there,  and  the  necessity  of  restoring  peace 
and  tranquillity  there?  Now  you  have  told 
us  that  we  have  disregarded  the  opinions  of 
the  Irish  representatives  in  proposing  the 
present  Bill.     All  1  can  say  in  answer  to 
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that  charge  is  this — that  the  represeMo- 
tives  of  Ireland — those  Gentlemen  who 
were,  no  douht,  best  acquainted  with  the 
local  circumstances  of  Ireland,  at  a  tine  rf 
great  political  excitement  in  1835,  time 
very  representatives  did,  without  any  re- 
monstruice,  consent  to  a  measure,  the 
principle  of  which  was  exactly  the  some  is. 
the  present  one,  which  is  so  loudly  con- 
demned by  them.  Well,  there  ore  some 
differences  between  the  former  and  Hie  pte-. 
sent  measure — these  difTereuces  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  admit.  Yes,  bat  1^  at 
come  to  the  examination  of  those  points  of 
difference.  I  am  stating  now  what  is  Hit 
present  position  of  Ireland — the  increase 
of  crime  in  tliat  country — the  imnunity  irf 
crime  there — and  being  responsible  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  there,  and  die  re- 
pression of  these  crimes,  we  feel  it  neces- 
sary to  propose  the  present  measure  as  a 
remedy  for  these  evils.  Now,  what  was  the 
remedy  which  the  Irish  Members  had,  en  a 
former  period  agreed  to,  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  these  evils?  There  may  be  a  little 
difference  between  this  measure  and  the 
onebroughtforwardinI835.  We  propose, 
for  instance,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall 
bo  empowered,  in  case  of  atrocious  crimes 
being  committed  in  the  country,  to (^ply  this 
law  to  certain  districts,  a  law  which  imp 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  such  districts  U 
main  within  their  houses  from  sunset  to  son- 
rise.  ["  Heor.hear!"]  Yes, hut  you  eon- 
seutcd  to  allow  the  same  law,  in  effect,  to  be 
passed  in  1835.  This  is  but  an  amend- 
ment of  that  Coercion  Act,  and  it  enables 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  proclaim  a  diottiet 
— to  issue  a  requisition  to  the  inhabitants 
of  such  proclaimed  district  to  remain  within 
their  houses  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  and  to 
place  the  ouus  of  proving  his  innocence 
upon  the  offender.  There  was  no  doubt, 
as  I  have  already  admitted,  a  difference 
between  the  two  measures — the  great  dif- 
ference was  that  regarding  the  penalty. 
Influenced  by  no  other  considerations  than 
a  desire  to  render  the  measure  as  efficad-. 
ous  as  possible,  when  we  find  you,  the  re- 
presentatives of  Ireland,  in  1835 — a  time 
of  great  political  excitement — consenting 
to  a  law,  the  principle  of  which  was  this 
curfew  clause,  which  is  now  so  pertinaci- 
ously condemned — we  thought  it  but  natu- 
ral that  a  measure  formed  upon  the  basis 
of  the  former  one,  which  you  so  agreed  to 
in  1835,  would  he  equally  approved  of  by 
you  in  1846.  The  hon.  Member  for  Lam- 
beth has  been  just  reading  the  accounts  of 
the  progressive  tranquillity  of  Ireland  from 
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the  year  1835  to  1840  ;  and  he  haa  been 
bouting  of  the  beneficial  effects  which  had 
been  produced  under  the  former  Govern- 
ment ;  but  are  70a  aware  that  during  the 
whole  of  that  period  you  had  actaallj  in 
force  this  very  measure.  ["  No,  no!"] 
I  should  be  sorry  in  tlie  sUghteat  do- 
ffree  to  ezaggeratc.  It  might  not  then 
have  been  tiua  Tory  measure,  for  I  have 
already  stated  that  there  is  a  difference  in 
the  peualtiee.  I  am  glad  that  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Hawes)  challenges  me  to  a 
closer  investigation.  In  the  former  mea- 
sure it  is  stated  that  the  grand  jury  shall 
have  the  power  to  present,  to  make  a  pre- 
sentment, upon  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
shall  have  power  to  proclaim  the  district  in 
question.  Now,  I  must  say,  that  it  was  in 
deference  to  your  own  opinions,  and  to 
make,  as  we  considered,  a  great  improve- 
ment in  the  present  measure,  as  compared 
with  the  former,  that  we  made  an  altera- 
tion in  it  in  reference  to  this  one  point. 
We  thought  that  if  we  had  proposed  that 

rd  Junes  or  magistrates  should  have 
power  of  calling  the  powers  of  this 
Bill  into  operation  it  wouhf  have  been  ob- 
jected to  by  the  Irish  Uembers.  We  thought 
you  would  have  sud  that  the  Executive 
alone  should  take  the  respoasibility  of 
putting  the  Act  in  ibrce.  You  have  said 
that  tiiie  landlords  will  avail  themselves  of 
the  powers  of  this  Act  for  the  purpose  of 
clearing  their  estates.  Is  it  not  better,  then, 
to  put  it  out  of  all  suspicion,  that  those 
who  will  have  to  administer  the  law  are 
actuated  by  such  motives  ?  If  that  is  your 
(qnnioQ  of  the  Irish  landlords,  or  of  many 
Irish  landlords,  which  is  the  best  course — 
to  throw  upon  the  Executive  the  entire  re- 
■poDHbility,  or  to  permit  grand  juries  or 
msgistnttes  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  law  } 
Which  is  more  likely  to  maintain  amicable 
relations  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and 
to  preserve  unimpaired  the  confidence  of 
the  peasantry  in  the  administration  of  the 
law — that  the  magistrates  should  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  law  but  to  carry  it 
out,  or  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  should  be 
asked  to  it  on  the  requisition  of  the  local 
body!  We  thought  this  a  great  and  im- 
portant alteration.  But  if  you  think  other- 
wise, you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  alter- 
ing it.  If  you  think  grand  Junes  are  the 
proper  body  to  put  the  Act  in  force,  you 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  proposing  it  in 
Committee,  and  of  making  then  any  iJtera- 
tions  in  what  may  seem  a  hasty  and  ill- 
considered  change  from  the  BiH  of  183S. 
Bat  I  have  a  strong  opinion  that  it  would 
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be  better  that  the  responsihili^  of  putting 
the  Act  in  force,  should  rest  vrith  the  Go- 
vernment rather  than  with  the  grand  jury 
or  the  magistrates,  who  would  afterworda 
have  to  carry  it  out.  At  all  events,  I  think 
I  have  shown  that  there  is  no  such  depar- 
ture from  the  law  of  1835  as  to  lead  us  to 
expect  this  decided  oppoaitiou.  There  is  a 
material  difference,  I  admit,  in  the  amount 
of  the  penalty.  By  the  law  of  1835,  a  per- 
son found  out  at  night  might  be  punished 
as  for  a  misdemeanour ;  now,  he  will  bo 
punishable  by  transportation  for  seven 
years.  There  is  also  a  principle  in  the 
present  Bill  which  is  sanctioned  by  the 
ancient  law  of  Ireland,  of  making  the  vi- 
cinage responsible  for  the  Act.  This  is 
the  law  to  which  yon  object  as  making  bad 
worse — as  likely  to  arouse  the  feeling  in 
that  country  in  opposition  to  the  law  and 
the  Government — viz.,  that  provision  which 
obliges  persons  to  be  vrithin  doors  from 
sunset  to  sunrise — that  principle  affirmed 
by  you  in  1835,  and  which  continued  on 
the  Statute-book  without  being  repealed 
for  five  years.  I  do  not  think  it  likely  that 
a  change  of  Government  induces  you  to 
abject  in  1846  to  what  you  agreed  to  in 
1835.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon. 
Member  who  affirmed  the  progressive  im- 

Jrovement  of  the  country  ^m  1835  to 
840,  was  aware  that  during  the  whole  of 
that  period  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  the 
power  of  enforcing  that  Act.  Yes,  through- 
out the  whole  of  that  period  !  Nor  do  we 
propose  that  it  should  come  into  operation 
without  necessity.  The  provision  has  been 
sanctioned  hy  the  Legislature,  and  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  empowered  under  this  Bill  to 
order  that  no  person  should  be  found  out 
of  his  house  after  sunset.  But,  although 
that  principle  may  ha  sanctioned,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  it  should  be  exercised. 
The  best  result  would  be,  that  the  Act 
should  never  be  wsnted — that  there  shonld 
be  found  to  be  no  necessiW  for  its  being 
enforced.  But  when  the  Irish  Members 
are  argtung  that  it  will  make  matters  worse, 
that  it  willcanse  increased  exasperation,  I 
remind  them  that  the  boast  has  been  of  th« 
state  of  Ireland  during  those  years  in 
which,  as  I  have  proved,  the  Act  of  1835 
was  upon  the  Statute-hook.  I  believe 
there  were  only  four  dirisions  on  the  sub- 
JBCtof  that  Bill.  [Mr.  S.  O'Briek:  1  pro- 
tested against  the  Bill,  and  endeavoured  to 
shorten  its  duration.]  There  were  only 
four  divisions  against  the  fiiB. ..  You  per- 
mitted the  Bill  of  1835  to  pass  for  five 
yeaxs.  Yon  pfomitted  the  Bill  to  raoain 
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ia  force  for  fire  years,  without  a  Bingle 
Uotion  for  its  reped.  [Mr.  S.  O'Bbieh 
had  nuulQ  a  Motion,  nabiequont  to  that,  for 
the  repe&I  of  the  BilJ.]  And  how  many 
voted  for  it!  [Mr.  S.  O'Brien :  Two.] 
Two !  The  hon.  Member  for  Limerich 
moved  to  ahorlen  tho  duration  of  the  Bill 
to  four  jearp,  and  had  two  supporters;  two 

Sjan  after  that  he  moved  to  repeal  the 
iU,  and  bad  two  lupporters.  And  that  ia 
the  measure  which  is  now  said  to  be  "  a 
disgrace  to  the  Statute-booh — a  blot  on 
our  legislation,"  and  only  two  Members 
Totod  for  its  repeal !  If  subsequent  expe- 
rience hod  led  you  to  thiok  the  measure 
onwise,  I  am  the  last  person  to  censure 
Tou  for  changing  your  opinion.  I  did  not 
believe,  until  I  heard  it  from  your  own 
moutha,  that  you  would  object  to  the  pro- 
viuon  t4)  which  you  formerly  assented.  It 
was  natural  that,  wishing  to  know  from 
you  the  best  means  of  repressing  crime,  I 
should  propose  in  1846  the  measure  which 
you  proposed  in  1835,  and  which,  when  it 
was  proposed  it  should  bo  repealed  in  two 
years  instead  of  five,  only  two  of  yon  TOted 
for  the  shorter  term.  I  do  not  Bay  Ton 
are  not  justified  in  opposing  it  now.  I  do 
not  question  your  discretion;  but  don't 
accuse  us  of  wishing  to  insult  you,  if  in 
1846,  relying  upon  your  authority  upon 
matters  of  local  concern,  wo  take  the  same 
measures  for  repressing  crime  that  you  for- 
merly assented  to.  You  express  your  fears 
that  the  Bill  may  be  used  by  the  landlords 
to  promote  the  "  clearance  system."  I 
cannot  conceive  a  greater  offence  than  for 
ta  Executive  Government  to  lend  itself  to 
such  a  purpose.  Let  us  rather  hope  that 
when  the  Bill  is  passed  it  may  not  be  neces- 
sary to  enforce  it — that  it  may  lie  dormant, 
and  have  the  effect  of  preventing  the  ooour- 
rences  it  is  intended  to  put  down.  Let  us 
hope  that  if  you  sanction  it  for  three  years, 
parties  may  be  deterred  from  the  coramis- 
aion  of  crime;  and  that  without  inflicting 
what  1  admit  is  the  grievous  penalty  of  for- 
bidding parties  to  leave  their  houses  after 
sunset,  orsubjecting  parties  to  the  pecuniary 
penalties  that  the  law  provides — let  na  hope 
tliat  it  will  be  silently  efficacious  as  hereto- 
fore, and  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  dis- 
pense with  it,  and  I  should  rejoice  to  dis- 
pense with  it,  at  an  earlier  period  than  we 
Iropose.  That  was  the  case  from  1835  to 
840 — there  was  a  progressive  diminution 
of  crime  while  that  law  was  on  the  Statute- 
book;  although  not  called  into  operation, 
the  knowledge  of  its  existence  was  effica- 
cious for  the  repression  of  crime.    Now, 


with  reapeot  to  the  penalty,  I  oaanot  u> 
dertake  to  say  that  the  infliiotioa  of  a  pe- 
cuniary pen^ty  on  a  district  where  a 
murder  has  been  committed  wiQ  he  ef- 
fectual; this  is  a  provision  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature  from  that  of  confining  oet- 
sons  within  their  dwellings;  but  I  think  it 
likely  such  a  provision  may  have  a  good 
effect.  If  there  be  frequent  murders  com- 
mitted in  any  district,  it  doea  appear  to  me 
not  an  unnatural  or  unconstitutional  re- 
medy to  provide,  that  the  family  of  tha 
murdered  man  shall  have  a  provision  tnaa 
some  fund  or  other;  and  the  presumption 
is,  that  the  vicinage  which  had  not  goarded 
effectually  against  crime  shall  pay  iL  It 
may  he  novel  in  principle,  but  I  think  it 
likely  to  he  efficaoiona  in  a  country  like 
Ireland.  We  have  heard  that  these  mur- 
ders are  committed  by  strangers  brought 
into  the  countiy.  I  am  afraid  that  th«se 
strangers  are  harboured,  in  some  inataooea, 
by  the  ordinary  residents;  but  if  the  or- 
dinaiy  residents  are  aware  that  the  fre> 
qnent  commission  of  murder  subjects  them 
to  a  pecuniary  penalty  for  the  support  of 
the  police,  and  a  provision  for  the  fanuly 
of  the  murdered  man,  I  think  it  highly 
probable  that  the  irruption  of  these  san- 
guinary strangers,  hired  to  commit  mntder 
in  that  district,  will  be  discouraged  by 
those  likely  to  pay  the  penalty  for  audi 
offences.  It  was  in  that  hope  we  intro- 
duced the  enactment  in  this  Bill  which  sub- 
jects to  pecuniary  mulct  the  parties  who 
may  live  within  the  proclaimed  district. 
As  I  stated  before,  although  I  cannot  de- 
monstrate that  the  Bill  will  be  effioadousr 
yet  I  find  that  on  a  former  occasion  similar 
enactments  were  efficaoiouB;  that  crimes  in 
Ireland  were  diminished;  that  the  Bill  was 
permitted  to  expire;  that  it  left  no  anch 
rankling  feelings  in  the  Irish  mind  as  eome 
now  anticipate ;  and  therefore,  judging 
from  the  past,  I  and  my  Colleagues  have 
been  induced  to  infer  that  in  fiitnre  the 
same  measure  may  he  effectual  for  the  re- 
pression of  these  heinous  offences.  Then 
it  has  been  asked,  "  Is  this  the  effectual 
remedy  of  those  evils  that  unfortunately 
exist  in  Ireland!"  I  answer  at  once,  it 
would  be  utterly  delusive  so  to  represent 
it.  It  partakes  in  no  degree  of  the  cha> 
racter  of  a  perfect  remedy;  it  were  an  un- 
mitigated evil  if  not  justified  by  a  great 
necessity.  No,  it  is  no  remedy  for  the  ad- 
mitted state  of  social  disorder  which  unfor- 
tunately exists  in  Ireland.  I  admit  that. 
It  is  said,  "  You  have  had  a  similar  mea- 
sure fourteen  or  fifteen  times  in  IreliBd, 
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mi  it  produced  no  good."  But  it  never 
wu  intended  as  a  penouiQnt  remedy  for 
the  «oai«l  evils  of  Irelsnd.  I  don't  draw 
the  Mine  inference  70U  dq  from  the  fre- 

Juenoy  of  its  renewal.  I  think  the  very 
set  of  its  b«ng  introduced  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen times,  and  being  permitted  to  expire,  a 
eonvinoing  proof  of  two  facte,  fii«t,  that  the 
Legislature  was  stronglj  inclined  to  de- 
prive the  Executive  of  these  eitroordioary 
powers  at  the  earliest  period  it  could;  and 
also,  that  the  measure  did  effeet  the  imme- 
diate object  in  view,  namely,  diminishing 
the  frequency  of  erime,  and  facilitating  the 
conviction  of  offenders.  No  one  will,  as  I 
have  said,  more  readily  adnut  that  as  a 
permanent  measure  of  relief  or  improve- 
ment, it  has  no  reoommmdation.  I  admit 
that  the  passing  of  such  a  law  does  not 
dispense  with  the  necessity  of  maturely 
eonsidering  what  ore  the  real  causes  from 
whioh  these  disorders  arise.  If  the  Bill  be 
as  efToctual  as  I  hope  it  may  he — if  it  be 
never  called  into  operation,  but  yet  succeed 
in  repressing  crime — I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  the  obligation  of  maturely  considering 
what  shall  be  the  permanent  remedies  is  in 
no  d^^ree  diminished;  I  think  it  rather  In- 
flreased  than  diminished  hy  the  pasung  of 
laws  of  this  character.  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
I  view  irith  something  more  of  despond- 
ency than  many  Gentlemen  do,  the  possi- 
lulity  of  any  immediate  ^tplication  of  a  re- 
medy by  legislative  eDoctments;  but  if  an- 
gels were  to  dictate  to  yon  what  should  be 
your  permanent  legislation,  I  see  no  hope 
of  your  producing  such  an  impression  on 
the  crime  of  the  comitry  as  can  dispense 
with  the  necessity  of  some  immediate  mea- 
sure of  this  kind.  Depend  upon  it,  that 
the  success  of  any  future  measures  which 
may  be  adopted  wiU  be  materially  impeded 
by  the  frequency  of  crime.  The  first  thing 
to  be  done  is,  to  repress  these  crimes,  to 
prevent  the  commission  of  them,  and,  if 
eommitted,  to  facilitate  the  discovery  of 
tbe  offenders  and  ensure  their  punishment. 
I  wont  discuss  on  the  present  oooauon  some 
of  tbe  remedies  on  which  Clentlemon  have 
dwelt  as  likely  to  apply  a  permanent  re- 
medy to  Ireland.  They  are  deserving  of 
the  utmost  consideration,  but  they  ought  to 
be  reserved  for  separate  consideration. 
That  which  many  hon.  Gentlemen  have  an- 
nounced— the  application  of  a  Poor  Law 
to  Ireland,  npon  the  principle  of  the  Eng- 
lish law — involves  considerations  of  the  ut- 
most difficulty.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
ICember  fbr  Kilkenny  (Mr.  J.  0'0i»uell) 
ipoka  on  Qui  onbject  witb  gnat  knowledge 


and  judgment.  In  the  covrae  of  his  long 
speech  he  suggested  many  reasons  why 
you  ought  to  pause  before  you  adiqtt  th« 
principle  of  granting  a  right  to  reliei  to  tbe 
unemployed  poor  of  Ireland.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  say  anything  which  could  preju- 
dice  this  case.  I  adroit,  the  evils  under 
which  Ireland  is  snffeving  at  the  present 
moment  from  scantiness  of  food  and  disease 
ore  such  as  it  is  impossible  to  meet  by  any 
degree  of  English  liberality,  uid  that  ths 
frequent  recurrence  of  evils  of  this  kind 
imposes  upon  us  the  obligation  of  maturely 
considering  what  measures  would  eonduoe 
te  the  permanent  benefit  of  that  country. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  do  not  let  us  too 
hastily  adopt  the  conclusion  that  a  Poor 
Law  introduced  into  Ireland  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  English  law,  namely,  a  right 
to  relief  on  the  part  of  the  unemployed, 
would  meet  the  existing  evils.  Though  the 
establishment  of  such  a  right  might  pre- 
vent many  cases  of  distress,  though  it 
might  afford  a  parUal  remedy  for  some  pre* 
sent  evils,  yet  you  must  take  a  comprehen- 
sive view  (^  all  the  social  consequences  of 
establishing  snch  an  indefeasible  claim. 
Yon  must  consider  the  position  in  society 
of  tiiose  who  would  have  to  bear  the  burden 
of  the  system — how  httle  superior  they  kt» 
at  present  in  point  of  enjoyment  to  those 
for  whom  you  seek  relief — and  how  pos- 
sible it  is,  unless  you  establish  the  wisest 
precautions,  that  yon  may  be  holding 
out  an  incentive  to  idleness.  While,  tiiere' 
fore,  I  admit  tbe  magnitude  of  the  present 
evils — while  I  admit  that  their  continued 
existence  is  almost  impossible,  I  must  ask 
you  to  consider  how  inefficacious  is  the 
power  of  the  Government,  with  every  dis. 
position  to  do  so,  to  afford  on  effectual  r»> 
medy  for  those  evils  vrith  which  we  are 
now  attempting  to  etru^le — I  mean  the 
scarcity  and  disease  which  prevail  in  some 
parts  of  Ireland.  After  the  discussion 
which  took  place  upon  the  modified  Poor 
Law  for  Ireland,  and  after  bearing  the  va- 
riety of  opinions  entertained  by  those  best 
Sonified  to  form  a  correct  judgment  os 
le  subject,  and  who  were  well  cognisant 
of  the  wants  of  the  people,  I  should  pause 
before  I  could  commit  myself  to  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  English  Poor  Law — namely, 
the  right  to  relief  on  the  part  of  the  unem- 
ployed— shot^d  be  applied  to  Ireland,  It 
is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  state  of 
landed  property  in  Ireland  without  being' 
compelled  to  admit  that,  at  present,  it  is 
tn  a  most  nnaatasfaotoiy  condition.  Ai 
gt«at  nnmber  of  eatatas  are  wholly  unprO' 
302 


1127         Protection  o/Lifo  {C0MM0N8J  {Awfcwd)  BiO— 

fitablo  to  their  nominal  ownera,  bebg  in 
the  bandB,  not  of  proprietors,  but  of  re- 
ceivers ;  and  it  is  impossible  tu  contem- 
plate the  number  of  estates  in  this  position, 
and  their  UDfruitfulnees  either  to  the  cre- 
ditor or  the  proprietor,  without  being 
forcibly  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity 
of  some  change  iif  the  law.  I  entertain 
the  strongest  opinion  that  there  is  no  coun- 
try where  the  maintenance  of  the  great 
principles  of  property  is  more  important 
than  in  Ireland.  I  do  not  believe  that  you 
eould  hope  to  establish  prosperity  in  any 
country,  to  afford  encouragement  to  indus- 
try, or  excite  a  desire  to  realize  the  fruits 
of  labour,  if  you  violated  any  of  the  great 
principles  of  property.  At  the  same  time, 
I  must  admit  that  it  is  impossible  to  read 
without  deep  apprehension  the  accounts  of 
the  great  number  of  tenants  evicted  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  I  fear  you  will  find  it  most  dif- 
ficult to  apply  any  remedy  for  controlling 
the  power  of  the  landlord.  You  may  be 
referred  to  the  BiU  introduced  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rochdale,  and  yon  may  be 
called  upon  to  pass  that  measure  ;  but  if 
you  sanction  it  in  the  form  in  which  it  was 
proposed,  you  must  not  BUppose  that  it 
will  afford  any  remedy  for  the  state  of 
things  to  which  I  have  referred.  It  may 
be  possible  to  legislate  with  respect  to  im- 
provements— it  may  be  just  to  say  to  the 
tenant,  "  If  you  effect  a  great  improve- 
tuent,  your  landlord,  from  piquo  or  resent- 
ment, shall  not  deprive  you  of  your  holding 
without  giving  you  compensation."  But  if 
you  adopt  that  principle,  and  pMS  such  a 
law,  you  will  not  deprive  the  landlord  of 
the  power  of  evicting  or  ejecting  a  pauper 
tenantry  who  have  made  no  improvements, 
and  who  have  no  means  of  effecting  them. 
Such  a  Landlord  and  Tenant  Bill  as  that 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale 
may  be  an  element  of  social  improvement ; 
but  do  not  suppose  that  it  vrilj  remedy  the 
particular  state  of  things  to  which  I  have 
called  your  attention.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  (Mr,  M'Carthy)  has  referred  to 
the  disposition  of  the  forfeited  estates 
which  were  granted  to  great  absentee  pro- 
prietors. His  historical  statements  may 
DC  correct  ;  but  they  only  prove  that  for 
300  years  there  have  been  in  Ireland  deep- 
eeated  evils,  to  which  it  is  most  difficult  to 
apply  any  legislative  remedy.  The  hon. 
Hember  for  Cork  has  adverted  to  the  for- 
'feitures  at  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  hon.  Hember  says  this  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  unfortunate  state  of  things 
which  now  oxiets  in  Ireland,    fie  i(  so ; 
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but  it  is  no  justification  of  rnvrdo'.  It  dott 
not  reheve  us  from  the  obligaUon  of  pre- 
venting the  commission  of  mosatrona 
crimes:  it  rather  suggests  to  ns  the  neces- 
sity of  proceeding  tenderly  and  cantionaly, 
when  we  have  to  deal  with  evils  of  so  long 
a  growth.  You  (said  the  right  hon.  Bato- 
net,  addressing  the  Irish  Hembera)  may 
rather  distruHt  the  disposition  of  an  Eng- 
lishman towards  Ireland ;  but,  after  an  itf- 
ficial  residence  of  six  years  in  that  country, 
I  left  it  with  a  most  sincere  desire  for  its 
wealth  and  prosperity.  You  will  exeose 
me,  if  I  speak  with  freedom,  when  I  Hy, 
that  I  think  you  are  apt  to  rely  too  ninck 
upon  the  power  of  the  ExecntiTe  Govern- 
ment. You  are  always  saying  that  the 
Oovemment  ought  to  act ;  that  the  Legis- 
lature ought  to  pass  new  laws.  BeHeve 
me,  that  yon,  the  landlords  of  Ireland, 
have  it  in  your  own  power  to  do  more  im- 
mediate good  to  your  country  than  can  be 
conferred  by  the  Legislature.  If  yon 
would  meet  together — I  speak  of  abMD- 
tees  as  well  as  of  resident  proprietors— 
and  seriously  consider  what  are  the  real 
evils  of  your  country,  and  what  are  the 
obligations  imposed  upon  yon  as  poeseesorB 
of  property —  if  those  who  are  umed  with 
legal  power,  who  eject  their  tenantry  with- 
out considering  how  they  atv  to  obtain 
shelter  and  subsistence,  would  reflect  on 
the  consequences  of  such  an  exercise  of 
their  power,  and  if  the  exertion  of  Uiis 
power  be  necessary — if  they  would  maturely 
consider  the  duty  imposed  on  them  of  pro- 
viding, in  some  measure,  against  the 
dreadful  consequences  of  such  a  course, 
which  a  very  little  liberality  and  forbear- 
ance would  enable  them  to  do — you  wonld 
confer  greater  benefit  on  your  couutiy  than 
the  Government  or  legislation  could  effect. 
I  need  only  remind  you  of  the  improve- 
ments effected  in  Ireland  by  Lord  George 
Hill.  Is  it  true,  that  only  in  the  year 
1838,  that  nobleman  purchased  some 
18,000  or  20,000  acres  of  land  in  the 
wildest  part  of  Ireland  ;  that  he  sud  to 
himself,  "  I  will  perform  my  duty  as  a 
landlord  ;  I  will  persevere  against  all  diffi- 
culties ;  I  will  not  be  deterred  by  any  op- 
position I  may  encounter  from  my  tenants 
neighbours,  but  I  will  persevere  in  my 
iprove  the  condition  of  the 
18  true  that  that  noble  Lord 
in  his  att«mpt  ?  Has  he 
not  succeeded,  without  the  advantage  of 
those  prejudices  which  ancient  hereditary 
descent  might  have  created  in  his  favour 
— for  he  purchased  the  property  w  a 


people 
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stranger — in  ooMiliating  the  good-will  of 
the  people  ?  It  is  true,  that  bj  perae- 
Tentoce,  by  forbearance,  by  deference,  in 
the  first  imtanco,  perhaps  to  the  ignorance 
or  prejudices  of  the  pet^e,  bj  hindlj  feel- 
ing, and  hy  enncing  determination  to  effect 
imprOTementa,  he  has  effected  the  revolu- 


(A'ilA  Nighi). 
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iiaa  he  contemplated  in  the  country  ?  And 
has  not  this  been  done  consiBtently  with 
the  promotion  of  his  own  interests  ?  Has 
not  the  value  of  his  property  improved? 
Have  not  hia  rentals  increased  ?  I  must 
say  I  think  that  gentleman,  by  the  example 
he  has  set,  ha«  entitled  himself  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  'public  benefactor  to  his 


tcT.     I  honour  and  respect  the  motives 
which  have  led  him  to  adopt  this  course 


I  I  envy  him  the  gratifying  reflections 
of  his  om  conscience.  [Colonel  Coholli 
here  made  an  observation  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.]  Hy  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
says  that  my  statement  is  strictly  correct. 
My  own  impression  is,  that  though  much 
may  be  done  by  good  legislation,  by  which 
the  foundation  at  least  of  sooi^  improve- 
ment may  be  laid,  yet  that  the  immediate 
practical  improvement  of  Ireland  will  be 
moat  efficaciously  promoted  by  a  combina- 
tion of  the  landlords,  resident  and  absentee, 
to  follow  the  example  of  Lord  G.  Hill,  to 
improve  their  own  property,  and  to 
creaae  its  productiveness,  wlule  at  the  si 
time  they  conciliate  the  affections  and 
good  will  of  those  who  stand  towards  them 
in  the  relation  of  tenants.  Now,  the  com- 
plaints with  reference  to  the  state  of  the 
land  and  of  the  people  of  Ireland  are  not 
now  made  for  the  first  time.  For  the  last 
hundred  years  these  complaints  had  been 
reiterated.  Dr.  Madden,  a  writer  who  by 
his  good  sense  conciliated  llie  esteem  oF 
the  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  pnblished  a  treatise 


"  Now,  H  the  poiitiOD  of  a  taDdlord  is  tbe  (lagle 
nireamitanee  irhieh  ii  of  tb«  p^at«ft  importance 
and  weight,  and  oontnbulea  ctiiefij  to  everj  one'i 
influence  and  power,  let  ui  begin  with  tbat  aa  the 
principal  engine  we  can  employ  in  thii  usefiil 
work,  and  lay  down  as  the  main  foundation  stone 
of  OUT  little  building  thia  flnrt  resolution,  rii  : — 
'  that,  la  landlordi  in  thii  poor  kingdom,  we  will 
do  our  utmoat  in  our  little  ^herei  to  remora  the 
defects  and  diOeulties  which  wc  find  our  people 
■ad  oountrjr,  and  piuticiilarl)i  our  own  eat&teaand 
tmanta,  lie  under." 

Again  he  says — 

"  And  }(t,  to  our  ibame  we  roust  oonleia,  that 
In  Ireland  our  teoanta  {I  uprak  of  tba  pooreat  and 
eat«at  part  of  them)  have  rather  huta  than 
rf  o«r  oottcra  are  built,  like 


ffreat«at 
bmuM,  K 


birdi'  neita,  of  dirt '  wrought  together  and  a  few 

sticka  and  soma  atraw,  and  like  them  are  genemllj 
removed  once  a  Jtiar,  and  consequeatl;  aa  migra- 
tory, And  not  BO  durable,  as  the  carta  and  waggons 
of  the  wandering  Tartars.  Nombera  of  them  havo 
no  ohimnej',  cither  for  want  of  wood,  or  skill  to 
bnild  one,  but  vent  the  smoke  like  tboae  of  the 
Hottentota;  and  if  we  had  a  market,  aa  Mr. 
Beauplon  aafa  the  Coaaacka  have,  for  wooden 
chimneys  ready  made,  our  poor  people  have  not  a 
penny  to  buy  one.  As  miserable  as  they  look  on 
the  outaidc,  the  bmily  within  are  fiill  ai  trretohed, 
half  Btorved  and  lislf  clad,  ao  that  there  is  on  ab- 
solute aeceaaity  to  lodgo  them  better  and  use  then 
to  wanner  cottagca  and  clothing,  and  a  cleauiier 
way  of  finding  and  living,  if  we  would  have  them 
cultivate  their  lands  or  nianu&«tare>  to  any  yta- 

This  was  written  above  100  years  ago,  hut 
I  fear  it  is  too  true  a  description  of  the 
habits  and  habitations  of  the  people  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  at  the  present  time. 
Of  this,  however,  I  have  the  atrongeat  con- 
viction, that  if  the  landlords  of  Ireland 
would  consider  the  condition  of  the  people; 
if  they  would  imitate  the  practice  in  this 
country  with  respect  to  the  building  of 
houses  for  the  occupation  even  of  the 
poorest  labourers  ;  if  they  would  enter  into 
a  combination  the  most  laudable  and  hon- 
ourable in  which  they  could  enrol  them- 
selves ;  if  they  would  procure  correct  infor* 
mation  as  to  the  state  of  the  country;  if  they 
would  resolve  to  follow  that  noble  example 
to  which  I  have  referred,  the  relations  be- 
tween rich  and  poor  Would  be  ameliorated, 
more  kindly  feelings  would  be  encouraged, 
and  greater  confidence  in  the  law  would  be 
established,  than  [could  be  effected  W  any 
measures  that  Government  or  the  Legis- 
lature could  adopt.  While,  therefore,  you 
call  on  the  Government  to  introduce  mea- 
sures, and  upon  Parliament  to  sanction 
them,  I  do  hope  you  will  recognize  that 
principle  for  which  I  have  been  contending, 
that  there  is  a  moral  obligation  incumbent 
upon  the  possessor  of  property,  which  laws 
cannot  supersede  or  control,  the  exerciae 
of  which  IB  essential  to  the  well-being  and 
prosperity  of  the  couDtry.  I  trust  that  la 
stating  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the 
Government  to  introduce  this  BUI,  I  have 
said  nothing  which  can  by  possibility  ex- 
cite or  embitter  animosities.  I  have  not 
said  one  word  blaming  the  representatives 
of  Ireland  for  the  course  they  have  taken. 
All  I  can  find  fault  with,  therefore,  is,  that, 
professing  to  be  anxious  for  discussion, 
they  have  not  permitted  a  continuous  dia- 
on  the  subject ;  I  think  they  ought 
to  have  permitted  us  from  day  to  day  to 

Eroceed  with  the  discnssion  of  the  Bill.  I 
■re  no  authority  whatever  to  question 
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ibfoT  exercise  of  their  right;  but  I  must 
Bfty,  I  think  their  occupying  tiro  dan  in 
the  week  with  Irish  Motions  is  nlculated 
to  impede  ratlter  than  to  f&cilitste  free  dis- 
cnssion.  It  is  now,  I  think,  fire  weeks 
since  this  mesaure  was  introduced  ;  I  bare 
■tatcd  the  rcft^ouH  whicli  induced  the  Go- 
Terameut  to  interpose  it  before  other  meo- 
aures  wore  proceeded  with;  and  I  do  hope, 
considering  the  long  discussion,    the  mil 


discuBsioD.  the  able  diecussion  which  has 
token  placo  upon  it,  that  the  reprcseota- 
tivcB  of  Ireland  will  now  feel  that  they  have 
done  their  dutr,  and  will  permit  the  sense 
of  the  Uouso  to  be  taken  upon  this  preli- 
minary stage.  I  wish  to  aroid  a  word 
which  could  pique  them  into  a  further  eon- 
tinnancc  of  the  debate ;  I  find  no  fault 
with  them  ;  I  do  not  moan  to  qneition  the 
eiereise  of  their  discretion  ;  but  I  do  hope 
considering  that  this  is  but  a  preliminary 
discussion,  and  considering  what  measures 
■re  pending  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
Ireland,  that  they  will  yield  to  that  which 
I  believe  is  the  prevailing  opinion  on  all 
sides  of  the  House — the  prevailing  senti- 
ment of  those  who  would  most  cordially 
concur  with  them  in  resisting  the  fiirther 
progress  of  this  Bill — that  they  will  feel 
they  bare  performed  (heir  duty  to  their 
country,  and  will  at  length  permit  the  sense 
of  the  House  to  be  taken  upon  this  preli- 
minary stage  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WYSE  said,  thot  he  fully  concurred 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  who  had  juet 
Bat  down  in  thinking  that  much  inconve- 
nience had  arisen  from  the  prolongation  of 
this  debate ;  and  he  also  felt  very  sensibly 
the  painful  position  which  Irish  Members 
were  placed  in  in  that  House,  with  reference 
to  the  motives  which  hod  compelled  them 
to  adopt  the  course  they  had  pursued  with 
reference  to  this  measure.  The  right  lion. 
Baronet  had  himself,  in  introducing  his 
Corn  Law  measure,  declared  that  he  con 
■idered  it  of  such  vast  importance  that  hi 
did  not  wish  that  any  other  measure  should 
interfere  with  it ;  and  most  assuredly  no- 
thing but  a  paramount  sense  of  the  duty 
they  owed  their  country,  could  induce  the 
Irish  Members  to  do  anything  that  conld 
impede  that  measure,  the  more  particularly 
as  it  was  looked  upon  as  one  which  might 
have  the  eifect  of  alleviating'  tbe 
■equent  upon  the  scarcity  which  now  pre- 
Yailcd  in  Ireland,  lie  could  not  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  think: 
that  the  Government  stood  alone  from  the 
imputation  of  blame  in  this  matter,  although 
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the  House.  Tbe  right  hon.  Bsranet,  nn- 
doubtedly,  as  the  head  at  Har  Ifajea^'i 
OoTCnunent,  was  tfa«  reapotuible  goanliu 
of  the  public  peace  ;  and  it  waa  hia  datr 
to  see  in  what  manner  tfaa  pnblie  pe«M 
could  be  best  preserved.  It  waa  alao  mS 
that  the  attention  of  the  Legialature  ahooy 
be  addressed  to  asubject  of  tbia  importaaee. 
But  when  the  Bill  came  down  from  the 
other  House,  be  could  not  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that  tbe  Hsuae  of  Co^ 
mens  would  have  been  gniltj  of  v'  ' 


;t  towards  the  oth* 
!,  if  it  had  beta 


principle,  or  of  diareapecf 
branch  of  the  Legialati 
allowed  to  remain  for  aomo  tune  nnoifr 
cusecd.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  secmod 
think  that  the  present  conrae  waa  the 
first  time  that  such  a  mode  of  oppositioa 
bad  been  adopted  in  that  Uonse ;  bnl  be 
(Mr.  Wyse)  begged  to  call  to  hia  recol- 
lection the  proceedings  of  1833,  when  a 
similar  Bill  was  proposed.  The  resiatanee 
to  that  measura  took  place  on  the  firat 
reading ;  and  it  lasted  daring  a  penod 
almost  as  long  as  the  present.  And  it  was 
reasonable  it  should  be  so.  The  Hona* 
must  make  up  its  mind  to  the  ineonTeoienec 
of  the  discussion — an  inconrenience  not 
arising  upon  any  particular  Bill  affecting 
Ireland,  but  upon  all  Bills  affecting  that 
country  which  did  not  meet  the  evila  under 
which  it  suffered,  and  which  were  not  in 
accordance  with  tbe  sentiments  of  its  re> 
prescntatives,  He  contended,  therefore! 
that  from  the  nature  of  the  case  the  Iriih 
Members  were  not  in  justice  liable  to  tbe 
imputation  which  had  been  thrown  npoa 
them.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  refemd 
to  a  speech  delivered  by  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Drogheda  (Sir  W.  Somer- 
ville),  who  required  tiiat  tbe  Goremment 
shoidd  prove,  first,  that  there  were  anffieieat 
grounds  in  tbe  state  of  the  country  to 
justify  coercive  measures ;  next,  that  the 
present  was  the  best  measure  ;  and,  thitd, 
that  the  ordinary  powers  of  the  law  had 
failed.  It  was  certainly  a  matter  of  snr- 
prise  to  him  (Mr.  Wyse),  that  in  tbia  year 
of  1846,  forty-five  years  afier  the  Union 
of  Ireland  with  this  eoont^ — tbe  moat 
prosperous  and  magnificent  Emfure  in  tbe 
world — that  tbe  Sixth  Article  of  the  Aet  <^ 
Union  bad  not  yet  been  complied  with. 
By  this  Article  the  same  rights  and  privi- 
leges were  guaranteed  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  that  were  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  England ;  their  demands  for  justice 
were  to  ho  considered ;  the  grievancee 
under  which  they  laboured  were  to  be  re- 


tbejbMd  thrown  it  wholly  on  luft  aX&e  «S\ii«ta«&.   X^'iM'^wMa^'^nA  the 
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teenth  or  eif^htaeiitli  meunN  of  coercion 
wMofa  htd  been  given  to  Ireland,  inste&d 
of  the  propo'  remedies  for  her  grierancei. 
Whilst  other  States  in  the  world  we» 
looking  with  complacency  upon  the  large 
tneaiures  of  reform  and  improvement  which 
En^and  had  effected  not  only  in  her  own 
commerce  and  legislation,  hut  in  those 
of  other  countries,  thej  were  remarkiDg 
that  the  ffricTanoes  of  her  sister 
nnredressea.  The  Bill  had  been  called  oa 
one  side,  "A  Bill  for  the  better  Protec- 
tion of  Life,"  and  on  the  other,  a  "  Coer- 
cion Bill."  He  belieTcd  it  was  a  little 
proteetiTB  of  life ;  but  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
himself  he  belioTed  it  to  be  more  for 
coercion,  in  support  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  a  httle  stretched  his  case. 
Security  was  the  first  condition  of  the  en- 
joyment, not  only  of  property,  bat  of  life 
and  hberty;  and  it  was  in  Tain  to  talk  of 
oar  Constitution  or  our  freedom  nnless 
they  guaranteed  to  the  subject  the  privi- 
lege of  protection,  fie  would  not  take 
the  dagger  of  the  assasein  as  the  sword  of 
JDStice,  nor  the  sentenoe  of  the  midnight 
tribunal  as  the  verdict  of  the  law.  That 
WM  not  his  code.  But  the  question  was 
whether  that  particular  state  of  things 
existed  f  Had  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House 
that  the  reports  which  be  had  rend  were 
so  accurate  as  to  justify  a  call  for  extraor- 
dinary power?  He  had  detailed  them  to 
the  House.  Now  he  found  from  the  same 
reports  that  there  were  some  parts  which 
by  no  means  supported  the  case.  He  found 
the  number  of  homicides  in  1 842  was  106, 
and  in  1845,  139 ;  hot  conudering  the  in- 
crease of  population,  and  the  distress 
through  which  the  people  had  passed  in 
the  meantime,  there  did  not  appear  in  this 
respect  that  enormous  excess  of  crime 
which  shotdd  justify  a  suspension  of  the 
Constitution.  Of  aggravated  assaults  there 
had  been  a  slight  increase;  but  of  assaults 
dangerous  to  life  the  number  in  1842  was 
greater  than  in  1845.  In  1842  the  num- 
ber was  249,  but  in  1845  it  was  237.  In 
the  demand  for  arms  there  had  douhtless 
been  a  considerable  increase,  for  in  1842 
the  number  was  160,  whilst  in  1845  it 
was  551 ;  but  this  increase  had  been  fore- 
told to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  during  the 
discussions  unon  the  Arms  Bill.  In  re- 
sistance to  the  police  there  had  been  no 
increase — a  circumstance  which  would  in- 
dicate that  there  was  no  systematic  opposi- 
tion to  the  law,  but  on  the  contnt^,  a  de- 
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crease,  for  instead  of  101  oases  b  1842, 
there  were  not  more  tiian  61  in  184S.  In 
robberies  there  had  been  a  diminution 
from  335  in  1842,  to  228  in  1845.  Cattle 
stealing  had  also  diminished.  As  to  the 
sending  of  threatening  letters,  as  had  been 
justly  observed,  many  of  them  might  have 
been  forged;  they  might  at  all  events 
have  proceeded  from  one  or  two  persons 
only  J  and  therefore  they  were  not  to  be 
considered  indicative  of  a  wtde-spread  con- 
spiracy against  life  and  property.  All 
these  crimes  too,  let  the  House  remark, 
were  referable  to  a  particular  state  of  so- 
ciety. If  each  of  them  were  taken  in 
their  individual  character,  and  compared 
with  the  crimes  perpetrated  in  this  coun- 
try, they  would  Be  found  distinguished  not 
by  greater  heinonsncss,  bnt  by  being  con- 
nected with  the  general  feeling  of  the  po- 
pulation. He  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend 
u  reprobation  of  those  crimes,  and  that 
they  indicated  a  general  departura  f^om 
the  chivalry  of  the  Irish  character;  but  he 
might  point  to  English  crimes  quite  as 
derogatory  to  the  principles  of  English 
manliness  and  justice.  The  re^  evil  of 
Ireland  was  the  connivance  and  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  population  at  large  with  the 
commission  of  crime.  The  first  concern 
that  should  suggest  itself  to  those  who 
had  to  deal  with  such  a  stale  of  things 
should,  therefore,  be  the  general  tone  of 
the  country;  and  the  great  consideration, 
how  to  produce  that  state  of  moral  feeling 
and  sympatiiy  with  the  laws,  as  would 
make  it  the  policy  of  the  people  to  prevent 
the  crimes  which  now  they  were  advocat- 
ing. Such  was  the  case  in  England  and 
in  all  well-ordered  communities;  and  the 
question  was,  why  did  not  the  same  feeling 
prevail  in  Ireland  f  After  all,  this  was  the 
real  question.  But  he  saw  no  attempt  on 
the  part  either  of  the  Government  or  the 
Legislature  to  consider  that  question.  Ire- 
land had  a  right  to  demand  from  both  that 
it  should  be  entered  upon.  It  was  not 
alone  the  Coercion  Bill  that  the  House  of 
Commons  had  to  deal  with.  Again  and 
again  had  Coeroion  Bills  been  proposed, 
accompanied  with  Committee  after  Com- 
mittee, which  had  made  in<^ity  into  the 
canses  of  crime  in  Ireland.  But  what  had 
been  the  result  ?  Why,  that  as  soon  as  the 
Coercion  Bill  had  been  passed,  the  reports 
of  the  Committees  remained  inoperative 
and  useless.  It  was  not  only  from  the 
tenure  of  land  that  predial  disturbances 
had  arisen,  for  the  right  hon.  Bnronet 
mtut  have  in  his  recollection  the  numerous 
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cbses  of  outrage  reaulting  from  the  opposi- 
tion to  tithe.  Mr.  Gratton  hod  told  them 
the  Irish  House  of  Commons  had  said  the 
Ramo.  Coercion  Bills  had  then  been  im- 
post, and  outrages  had  been  diminished 
ay  them;  but  it  was  theo  said  until  the  law 
iteelf  was  altered,  and  the  causes  of  out- 
rage removed,  thej  could  not  operate  upon 
the  peace  of  the  country.  So  it  would  be 
in  the  present  case.  If  injustice  were  not 
done  by  the  state  of  property  in  Ireland. 
and  if  the  interests  of  bcr  people  were 
properly  considered,  they  would  not  be  in- 
clined to  those  acts  of  resistance  to  the 
law — acts  which  wer«  not  consonant  to  the 
human  mind  unless  provoked.  There  had, 
indeed,  been  a  complete  dislocation  of 
property  in  Ireland:  first  by  the  original 
plantations  from  England;  again  by  the 
change  of  rchgion;  again  by  the  invasion  of 
Cromwell;  and,  more  than  all,  by  the  en- 
couragement given  to  a  particular  class  by 
^0  penal  laws.  It  was  the  penal  code 
that  first  separated  the  lower  classes  from 
the  higher;  it  was  thespirit  of  ascendancy, 
which,  while  it  favoured  the  rich  and 
crushed  the  poor,  induced   the   absentee 

Sroprietors  to  underlet  their  land  to  mid- 
lemen.  Nor  was  this  the  only  evil  which 
the  laws  and  institutions  of  this  country 

Iiroduced.  The  commerce  of  Ireland  for  a 
ong  scries  of  years  was  suppressed;  the 
agricultural  population  were  deprived  of 
redress;  the  middlemen  were  obliged  in 
many  instances  to  surrender  their  hold- 
ings; and  then  the  landlords  found  their 
estates  peopled  with  paupers.  There  was 
no  justification  of  wliich  he  knew  for  aU 
this.  The  landlord  had  certainly  no  right 
to  use  his  power  contrary  to  the  taws  of 
humanity;  but  it  was  the  Government  of 
this  country  which  hod  placed  the  land- 
lords in  that  position,  lie  said,  therefore, 
that  the  Government  and  the  Legislature 
of  this  country,  instead  of  giving  the  Coer- 
cion Bill  as  a  remedy  for  those  evils,  were 
bound  to  go  further,  and  look  to  the  evils 
which  they  themselves  had  produced. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  stated  that  he 
was  willing  to  consider  this  subject;  but 
how  was  it  that  they  hod  not  as  yet  seen 
any  of  ^ese  beneficial  measures  ?  Ilow 
was  it  that  after  aU  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net's eiperience,  they  were  atiU  going  back 
again  to  the  old  principle  of  coercion?  Was 
tiiere  nothing  to  be  done  for  Ireland  ? 
Would  they  state  before  Europe  that  there 
was  nothing  to  be  done  to  improve  the  state 
of  that  country  ?  Would  they  wish  to  he 
judged  in  the  face  of  Europe  by  their  con- 
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duct  towards  Ireland.  It  wU  nseUu  to 
say  that  the  landlords  could  remedy  the 
evils  of  the  country.  He  was  quite  awoie 
that  much  might  be  done  by  private  exer- 
tion, and  that  much  had  been  done  in  some 
particular  instances.  But  what  was  effect- 
ed in  this  way  were  but  exemptjoos  and  ei- 
ceptiona  to  the  general  rule,  and  while  in- 
dividuals were  hound  to  do  much,  the 
Govermnent  were  bound  to  do  much  awre. 
He  thought  they  should  feel  that  they 
owed  Ireland  an  atonement — that  Ifaey 
owed  her  a  retribotion  for  their  past  De- 
lect and  injustice.  When  they  spoke  of  a 
union  between  the  two  'countries,  it  wat 
necessary  that  there  should  be  parity  of 
circumstances  and  sympathy  between  them. 
Was  there  nothing  that  ^e  Government, 
nothing  that  the  Legislature  could  do  to 
bring  that  unity  about  ?  What  were  the 
inducements  held  out  to  the  Irish  Hembera 
to  consent  to  the  Irish  Poor  Law  *  Why, 
that  contemporaneous  with  the  introduce 
tion  of  that  measure  every  possible  means 
should  bo  taken  for  the  development  of  tha 
enterprise  and  of  the  industry  of  the  comi- 
trj  by  the  encouragement  of  public  worki 
in  Ireland.  Was  that  done  ?  He  knew 
something  had  been  attempted  in  that  way; 
but  it  was  undeserving,  almost,  of  notice. 
The  poverty  of  the  people  was  not  dimi- 
nished. The  Irish  labourer  only  earned 
3(.  6(1.  a  week,  while  the  EDglish  labourer 
was  paid  10«.  a  week.  There  was  even  a 
similar  difference  between  separate  parts 
of  Ireland.  While  in  one  part  of  the  coun- 
try the  labourer  could  earn  only  Sd.  or  &d., 
or  id.  a  day,  in  another  portion  of  it  be  got 
It.  a  day  and  more;  and  this  arose  from  the 
want  of  free  communication  throughout  the 
country.  The  people  had  no  resource  save 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  they  were 
thus  obliged  to  obtMn  pooseesion  of  land  at 
any  price.  He  denied  that  the  preoent 
Bill  could,  under  these  circumstances,  bo  ' 
of  any  use  in  remedying  the  condition  of 
the  country.  Even  if  coercion  were  good, 
he  should  object  to  this  measure,  because  it 
would  fail  to  meet  the  very  grounds  which 
it  was  intended  to  reach.  It  would  not 
meet  the  commission  of  crimes  by  stran- 
gers, nor  the  transmission  of  threatening 
notices  by  post.  But  still  more  he  objected 
to  it.  because  it  would  throw  the  onus  c^ 
proof  on  the  suspected  party,  and  not  on 
the  person  who  suspects.  What  effect 
would  this  have  on  the  minds  of  the  pea- 
santry, when  they  saw  that  they  were  no 
longer  treated  wiUi  equal  inslioe,  and  that 
the  law  was  no  longer  to  be  equally  »' 
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niitered  to  them.  At  the  hBods  of  twelve 
nnprejiidtced  men,  in  a  well-regulated  tri- 
buiial.  He  trusted  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was  at  length  connnced  that  they  were 
eome  to  a  period  when  Eills  Uke  this  would 
no  longer  be  found  sufficient  for  the  state 
of  Ireland.  He  did  not  think  that  the  op- 
posi^on  which  had  been  offered  to  this 
measore  coold  with  truth  be  attributed  to 
the  spirit  of  party,  or  that  it  arose  from 
any  feeling  save  an  honest  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  Irish  Members  to  declsre  their 
strong  convictions  before  the  community 
on  the  manner  in  which  their  country  bad 
been  treated.  On  the  one  hand,  the  Qo- 
veroment  proposed  giving  power  and  en- 
couragement to  the  industry  of  England, 
while,  with  regard  to  Ireland,  they  were 
taking  away  all  opportunity  of  exercising 
industry,  or  of  developing  the  resources  i^ 
the  country.  The  Irish  representatives 
bad  stated  their  grievances,  they  had  sug- 
gested their  remedies;  bnt  nothing  was 
proposed  to  them  on  the  other  side. 
Every  stranger  who  visited  Ireland — no 
matter  from  what  country  he  came — pcnut- 
ed  her  out  as  an  exception  to  all  the  other 
countries  of  Europe,  and  signalized  her  as 
the  most  miserable,  as  the  most  neglected, 
and  as  the  most  wretched  conntry  in  the 
worid.  It  wonld  appear  as  if  a  curse  were 
■uppoaed  to  bang  over  the  people,  and  that, 
with  all  the  advantages  that  nature  conld 
bestow,  and  that  were  necessary  to  place 
their  countnr   in    juxtaposition   with  the 

ratest  nations  of  the  earth,  they  were  to 
left  behind  all  in  poverty  and  neglect. 
He  knew  of  nothing  which  could  raise  the 
bme  of  a  Minister  more  than  a  great  and 
Buccessfbl  effort  to  elevate  such  a  country 
as  Ireland  from  the  state  in  which  she  hod 
been  kept  for  centuries,  to  her  legitimate 
position  among  the  nations. 

CoLOSEi,  CONOLLY  said,  that  be  bad 
been  instructed  by  the  constituents  of  Do- 
negal to  support  Uiis  measure  as  necessary 
to  the  secunty  of  the  conntry,  and  to  the 
Ruppression  of  the  most  atrocions  crimes 
that  ever  degraded  any  country.  He  conld 
not  suppress  his  surprise  at  tho  conduct  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  admitted 
and  deplored  the  cause,  but  refused  to  sup- 
port this  measure.  His  course  was  an 
easy  one;  he  had  been  called  upon  by  the 
eotuty  which  he  represented  to  support  it, 
and  he  responded  joyfully  to  that  coll. 
The  outrages  in  Ireland  were  attributed 
to  a  variety  of  grounds  of  dispute  between 
landlords  and  tenants;  bnt  no  magistrate 
could  sit  upon  the  bench  without  perceiv- 
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ing  that  there  was  a  third  power  which  in- 
terposed  and  irritated  all  those  causes  of 
discord,  trivial  in  themselves.  He  could 
assure  the  House  that  the  subject  hod  very 
little  liberty  in  Ireland;  all  indepcndenca 
of  action  was  subdued  by  the  control  of 
agitation;  publicans  declared  that  they 
could  not  Bell  their  liquor;  and  so  all  other 
persons  in  the  ordinary  trades  of  life,  un- 
less they  succumbed  to  the  dictation  of 
agitators  throughout  the  country  had  no 
chance  of  success.  Under  such  oircum- 
stances,  it  became  necessary  for  the  Qo- 
vemmeut  to  put  a  check  upon  this  system 
of  intimidation  and  nnworrantable  inter- 
ference. He  would  mention  one  cose 
which  occurred  in  the  county  of  Catan. 
There  bad  been  a  sale  of  estate  under  an 
order  of  the  Court  of  Chancety,  and  every 
means  hod  been  adopted  to  prevent  the 
purchaser  irom  taking  possession;  all  the 
neighbouring  peasantry  had  been  threaten- 
ed and  intimidated  from  affording  him  any 
assistance;  and  this  agitation  bad  been 
excited  og^st  an  honest  purchaser  be- 
cause be  hod  been  the  foreman  of  a  jury  in 
another  part  of  the  conntry.  An  hon. 
Member  hod  derided  the  Idea  of  alarm  at 
threatening  letters;  but  the  hon.  Member 
forgot  that  in  Ireland  those  threatening 
letters  were  always  followed  with  some  out- 
rage or  annoyance.  He  agreed  with  the 
Mover  of  the  Amendment,  however,  that 
this  measure  did  not  go  to  the  root  of  the 
evil;  and  oo  measure  ever  wonld  go  to  tho 
root  of  the  evil  whilst  they  tolerated  that 
seditious  assembly  in  Dublin,  which  eicitcd 
all  the  discord  and  turbulence  that  prevail- 
ed in  Ireland.  There  was  no  subiect  of 
discord  in  the  country  which  they  aid  not 
take  advantage  of  to  fan  into  violence. 
After  the  late  election  for  the  county  of 
Mayo,  the  ears  of  two  persons  had  been 
nearly  sawed  aft,  their  only  crime  being 
that  they  had  voted  according  to  their 
consciences.  This  was  more  properly 
called  a  Protection  than  a  Coercion  Bill; 
and  be  should  have  thought  the  Govern- 
ment highly  crimioal  if  they  had  not 
brought  in  some  such  measure  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  peaceable  ond  innocent.  Tho 
Bill  need  not  be  carried  into  execution,  un- 
less the  circumstances  of  the  country  re- 
quired it ;  and  his  experience  of  Lords 
Lieutenant  hod  satisfied  him  that  they 
were  slow  to  put  in  force  extraordinary 
powers  of  this  sort,  and  tbat  a  mild  and 
just  discretion  wonld  regulate  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  measure. 
Mb.  rich  said,  that  oU  Inahmeii  wfw 
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right  hoa.  Bsronet  said,  "  Wsit  mitil  I  m. 

duce  other  meaam«s  ;"  but  those  wshiBp 
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onsiouB  to  put  down  the  violenoe  thst  took 
place  in  their  oountrj  ;  and,  in  lo  far,  thej 
had  but  one  common  object.  Thej  dif- 
fered, howerer,  in  respect  to  the  means  of 
effectinf^  that  object.  He  was  afraid  the 
Bill  before  the  Hoase  would,  if  it  were 
passed  into  a  law,  give  rino  to  that  ^Sfpist- 
ing  tyranny  heretofore  practiiiedin  Ireland, 
whioh,  under  the  title  of  a  Tindication  of 
the  law,  was  a  disgracs  to  the  admloiatra- 
tiOn  of  justice.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  the  QoTernment  had  not,  in  his 
opibion,  made  a  candid  reply  to  the  state- 
roenta  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth. 
They  had  in  this  country  a  law  which  de- 
clared that  a  death  caused  in  a  duel  was 
"  murder  ;"  but  did  society  so  regard  it, 
or  was  the  murderer  in  a  duel  shunned  or 
abhorred  ?  In  Ireland,  a  man  in  the  open 
day  committed  murder.  He  did  that,  not 
in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  honour,  but  in 
a  canse  which  was  dear  to  him  as  life,  or 
rather  it  was  life  itself—it  was  murder  to 
maintain  the  peasant's  tenure  of  land.  In 
both  cases,  the  evil  state  of  society  was  the 
result  of  laws — of  bad  laws— of  laws  not 
applicable  to  the  condition  of  the  people. 
He  was  not  the  palliator  of  the  terrible 
crimes  committed  in  Ireland  ;  but  he  bid 
them  examine  the  cause,  and  the  in- 
ducement to  them,  and  seek  to  remove 
both.  The  murders  of  Ireland  originated 
in  a  sort  of  savage  judicial  proceed- 
ing, and  thus  attracted  a  sympathy  in  their 
favonrwhichdid  not  properly  belong  to  them. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  referred  to  the 
circnmstanceB  of  the  mnrder  of  Mr.  Lynch; 
but  he  had  forgotten  to  state  to  the  House 
the  peculiar  circumBtances  which  led  to  the 
murder.  Mr.  Lynch  had  served  ejectments 
on  nineteen  families,  and  this  led  to  that 
state  of  exasperation  which  resulted  in  his 
murder.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  re- 
ferred to  the  tranquilUty  which  bad  fol- 
lowed on  former  Coercion  Bills ;  hut  the 
tranquillity  which  prevailed  under  the  late 
Govemment  arose  from  the  course  of  good 
works,  and  the  deference  to  national  preju- 
dices exhibited  by  that  Ooveroment.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  referred  to  the  case 
of  Lord  George  Hill  as  an  ilUistration  of 
the  blessings  diffused  by  an  improving  land- 
lord, and  he  told  the  Irish  landlords  to 
go  and  do  likewise.  Ho  would  read  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  his  own  lesson,  and  tell 
him  to  follow  the  example  of  his  predeces- 
sors in  the  government  of  the  country,  and 
peace  and  tranquillity  would  be  insured. 
The  Bill  before  the  House  did  not  touch 
the  root  of  the  evil ;  it  only  touched  the 
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had  been  too  long,  i 
therefore,  reposed  in  those  promises. 
Bill  would  hare  been  more  efficient  haa  K 
been  preceded  by  kind  and  judioioos  am- 
sures.  The  proper  coarse  for  Oovenimeat 
to  take  was,  to  address  themselres  to  de 
eradication  of  that  deatitntion  which  al- 
most nniversally  prerulod.  The  tensre 
of  land  ought  to  become  th«  subject  of 
legislation.  Land  was  the  support  of  ex- 
istence in  Ireland;  and  no  wonder  tb«  Irid 
cottier  should  cling  with  desperation  to  this 
only  means  of  subsistence.  Bat  tite  land- 
lord would  insist  on  ejectments  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  Disease  and  deatitntioii 
arose,  and  murder  followed.  Proclama- 
tions from  the  Castle  were  then  sent  fntli, 
and  Ooremment  Assassination  and  Coer- 
cion BiUs  ensned.  He  had  no  wish  to  in- 
dulge in  recrimination  ;  fae  thought  thve 
were  faults  on  both  sides;  but  be  oonbasad 
he  was  nnable  to  reflect  with  calmDeM  am 
those  wholesale  clearances  that  had  token 
place.  It  was  impossible,  coneidaiing  the 
meshes  in  which  so  many  interests  wsn 
involved,  to  escape  from  our  diflScnltiei, 
unless  self-sacrifices  were  mode.  Let 
every  proper  man  come  forward,  and  make 
sacrifices  at  this  proper  moment,  and  then 
some  hope  might  be  entertained  of  seong 
Ireland  tranquil  and  contented.  Let  them 
in  the  true  spirit  of  charity  endearour  to  do 
all  the  good  they  could  to  Ireland.  The 
predecessors  of  the  present  GoTenunant 
hod  given  relief  where  it  was  most  wauttd 
— to  the  aged,  the  infirm,  and  the  desti- 
tute. Let  the  present  QoTomment  trans- 
fer the  best  parts  of  the  English  Poor  Lav 
to  Ireland,  and  take  care  of  those  who  were 
in  want  of  house  and  refuge.  By  that 
method,  and  not  by  acta  of  severity,  they 
would  tranquilliie  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  remove  the  temptation  to  acts  of  out- 
rage and  violence.  When  they  hod  given 
the  people  security  for  their  lives  o^anst 
destitution  and  want,  they  might  then  im- 
prove the  law  of  landlord  and  tenant.  If 
they  would  be^pn  at  the  right  end,  they 
would  first  coerce  the  coercers — coerce  the 
ejectors,  and  ^en  they  might  coerce  the 
ejected.  They  should  protect  the  poor  in 
the  enjoyment  of  those  claims  established 
by  long  usage,  if  they  were  not  rights  con- 
ferred by  law,  where  persons  hod  been  suf- 
fered to  become  squatters  upon  land  upon 
which  they  had  not  the  means  of  acquiring 
a  pecuniary  title — let  them  protwt  thaw 
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poor  people  agoiuBt  the  opproBBion  of  their 
■uperiors.  He  opposed  the  Bill  on  its  fint 
reading,  because  it  was  ^  paramoiiDt  dutj 
to  shoir  the  Irish  people  that  there  wu  a 
Btrong  party  iii  that  House,  not  of  Irish 
Ucmbers  only,  but  also  of  English  Mem- 
bers, who  would  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
Irish  people  as  earnestly  as  they  would  as- 
sert those  of  the  people  of  England. 
Debate  adjourned  till  Thnrsday. 

POLLING  PLACES  (IRELAND). 

The  Report  on  the  PoUing  Places  (Ire- 
land) Bill,  having  been  brought  up. 

On  the  Question  that  the  Amendments 
sude  by  the  Committee  he  read  a  second 
time, 

Mr.  GREGORY  observed  tbat  the  Bill 
ID  question  was  brought  in  for  a  specific 
purpose,  and  with  reference  to  a  specific 
oonstituenoy.  The  object,  or,  to  make  use 
of  a  milder  phrase,  the  result  of  the  Bill 
would  be  to  deprive  the  honest  constituency 
of  Dublin  of  its  representation,  and  to  hand 
over  that  representation  to  whatever  party 
might  be  the  least  scrupulous  in  the  em- 
ployment of  fraud  and  personation.  He 
called  npon  hon.  Gentlemen  to  prevent  an 
Attempt  of  this  kind,  which  would  lead  to 
the  commission  of  the  crime  of  perjury. 
He  should  conclude  by  moving  that  the 
Report  be  taken  into  consideration  tliat 
day  six  months. 

Mr.  CALEB  POWELL  said,  he  had 
listened  with  sreat  attention  to  die  hon. 
Member,  and  he  must  confess  that  if  he 
had  any  doubt  before  of  the  necessity  of 
the  measure,  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  have  convinced  him.  He  thou^t 
the  only  effect  of  the  proposed  m 
would  be  to  enable  the  honest  voter 
ercise  his  franchise;  but  at  present  thelaw 
had  the  effect  of  disfranchising  doiens  of 
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time  for  consideration  he  would  move  that 
the  debate  be  adjonmed. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  One  o'clock. 


Mr.  W.  SMITH  O'BRIEN  could 
scarcely  believe  the  Government  would 
lend  him  itself  to  a  proceeding  such  as 
that  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dublin.  He  scarcely  believed  that  the  in- 
dependent English  Members,  who  professed 
to  act  Bometiraes  without  reference  to  party, 
would  lend  themselves  to  such  proceedings, 
when  it  was  recollected  that  under  the  pre- 
sent system  there  were  numbers  of  persons 
to  whom  no  opportunity  was  given  of  poll- 
ing wiihin  the  prescribed  time.     To  give 
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RAILWAY  BILLS. 
Earl  FITZWILLIAM  sud,  that  as 
they  were  about  to  give  a  second  reading 
to  a  Bill  to  enable  certain  railway  compa- 
nies to  disBolvc,  ho  wished  them  to  consider 
in  what  situation  Parliament  was  placed. 
When  the  parties  ought  to  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  pass  the  Bills,  the  House  were  about 
pass  a  measure  enabling  the  companies 
dissolve  themselves.  These  Bills  had 
only  got  into  the  House  on  the  presumption 
that  the  parties  were  desirons  of  carrying 
out  their  plans,  and  now,  at  the  last  mo- 
ment, the  companies  were  to  be  enabled  to 
dissolve  themselves.  He  approved  of  this 
course,  as  it  would  check  that  mania 
for  railway  speculation  from  which  be  was 
afraid  persons  in  the  highest  ranks  were 
not  entirely  free ;  and  which  was  not  only 
utterly  disgraceful  to  those  engaged  in  it, 
but  was  also  most  mischievous  to  the  conn- 
try  at  large.  He  was  desirous  of  then 
bringing  before  their  Lordships  in  a  prac- 
tical shape  one  part  of  the  subject  which  it 
was  desirable  to  consider.  They  were 
aware  of  the  immense  e:ctcnt  of  this  specu- 
lation, of  the  capital  which  would  be  re- 
quired to  carry  these  measures  into  effect, 
of  the  pressure  which  this  demand  for 
money  would  make  upon  the  money-mar- 
ket, and  of  the  effect  which  the  abstraction 
of  so  much  money  frem  the  capital  of  the 
country  "BOBiiW^^  itv  '  " 
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best  intereBta  of  the  country.  The  Uotion 
ho  would  make  was  for  a  return  of  the  tot&l 
eumB  of  tho  estimatea  for  railwajB  for 
which  petitions  for  Bills  had  been  presented 
during  the  present  Session,  diBtinguishing 
the  estimates  for  BiUe  withdrawn  or  re- 
jected, and  the  estimatee  for  those  depend- 
ing ID  either  House  of  Parliament.  Uo 
would  desire  that  their  Lordships  should 
revise  their  whole  conduct  with  regard  to 
these  measures.  They  were  called  Private 
Bills,  but  it  was  an  absurdity  so  to  call 
them  and  to  deal  with  them  as  such ;  they 
ought  to  he  dealt  with  as  public  measures, 
which  should  he  considered  together  as  the 
foundation  for  the  system  of  communication 
for  the  whole  country.  Ton  years  ago  be 
had  proposed  to  the  QoTermuent  then  in 
office,  with  whom  he  was  intimBtely  con- 
nected, to  establish  a  general  board  to 
make  a  general  surrey  of  the  country  for 
the  establishment  of  railways.  That  pro- 
position was  not  adapted.  It  was  then  said 
to  he  too  late,  though  very  few  Bills  had 
been  passed;  and  he  knew  it  would  he  now 
Raid  to  be  much  too  late,  and  that  if  they 
this  Session  swamped  one-half  of  the  Bills, 
they  would  hear  of  no  more  Railway  Bills 
in  future  Sessions.  He  differed  from  those 
who  were  of  that  opinion.  The  abominable 
gambling  thej  hod  witnessed  proved  that 
large  profits  hnd  been  realized  by  those 
embarked  in  these  undertakings,  which 
had  been  profltahlo  because  they  were  mo- 
nopolies. The  communication  between  the 
metropolis  and  Ibe  north  was  at  that 
moment  a  monopoly ;  so,  he  apprehended, 
was  the  Great  Western :  that  the  Midland 
Railway  was  a  monopoly  there  could  be  no 
doubt.  They  were  monopolies  which  he 
trusted  would  not  long  exist;  and  till  the 
country  was  saturated  with  these  railway 
communications,  as  it  had  hitherto  been 
with  turnpike  roads,  there  would  be  great 
profits  derived  from  those  who  speculated 
in  them ;  and  those  who  apprehended  that 
when  Parbament  had  knocked  on  the  head 
a  large  portion  of  the  schemes  at  present 
before  them  there  would  be  no  further  pro- 
gress in  railway  legislation,  were  greatly 
mistaken.  That  there  ought  to  he  a  Rail- 
way Department  of  the  State  to  determine 
the  important  points  of  the  country  which 
ought  to  be  connected,  he  bodnot  the  slight- 
est doubt;  and  there  was  even  now  time  to 
establish  such  a  department.  With  re- 
spect to  tho  effect  on  the  money  mar- 
ket, in  former  times,  if  the  Chancolloi  of 
the  I^xcbequer  wished  to  raise,  for  car- 
rying on  a  war,  a  loan  of  25,000,OOOJ,  or 


30,000,0001.,  it  was  considered  a  la^ 
tax  upon  the  money  market ;  bnt  here  thm 
was  a  demand  for  100,000,000;.  of  money. 
His  opinion  was,  that  out  of  the  number  of 
Bills  now  before  Parliament  a  aelectica 
should  be  made,  and  that  tbere  Bhodd  be 
an  authoritative  dictum  that  Parliament 
would  not  sanction  schemes  reqniringmore 
than  a  certain  amount  of  money.  He 
thought,  if  they  now  sanctioned  schemes  to 
theexteutof30,000,000/.,  that  would  be  OS 
much  OS  they  ought  to  do,  e<»iMdering  the 
monetary  interests  of  the  country.  The 
noble  Earl  concluded  by  moving  for  the 
returns. 

The  DtKK  of  CLEVELAND  agraed 
with  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Fitiwilliam) 
upon  the  necessity  for  some  department  of 
tlie  State  dealing  authoritatively  with  the 
railway  projects;  and  he  had  no  besitation 
in  avowing  his  opinion,  that  Uie  Bill  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  ought  to  be  poo- 
sed,  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  hod 
been  harried,  either  by  reeklessness  or  f^y, 
into  difficulties  by  these  schemes.  But  M 
contended,  they  were  not  to  relieve  what 
was  a  permanent  evil  by  a  temporary  re- 
medy. The  system  of  legislation  upon 
railways  ought  to  he  altered  altogether,  t<^ 
it  was  totally  rotten.  He  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  he  had  the  very  want 
opinion  of  the  directors  of  the  generality  «f 
the  railway  schemes  which  had  recently 
appeared.  Some  of  them  might  be  ho- 
nourable men  ;  but  many  were  directly  the 
reverse,  having  been  guilty  of  the  worst 
sort  of  conduct  for  their  gun.  The  sys* 
tern  which  had  been  pursued  through  thor 
instrumentality  required  an  alteration  in 
our  legislation  ;  it  was  not  too  late  to 
amend  it,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why'there 
should  not  be  a  Government  Department, 
or  a  Board  of  Works,  who  should  have  all 
projected  railway  schemes  before  them, 
and  report  upon  the  best. 

Lord  MOHTEAGLE  stud,  it  was  his 
intention  to  call  for  some  fiirther  infor- 
mation hearing  on  this  subject.  If  only  a 
Ust  of  Bills  was  given,  that  by  no  means 
would  inform  tbeir  Lordships  of  the  vast 
amount  of  mischief  which  had  been  done. 
There  hod  been  a  great  deal  of  mischief 
done  by  a  gambling  apirit,  in  many  casea 
where  no  Bilb  had  been  presented  to  Par- 
liament. It  was  in  the  inchoate  state  of 
many  lines  that  the  most  gwnbling  had 
taken  place.  He  wished  therefore  to  ob- 
tain not  only  the  Papers  which  his  noble 
Friend  moved  for,  but  all  the  noticea  for 
Bills  inserted  in  the  Gaxettes  of  all  Bilb 
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deposited  in  the  Private  Bill  Office 
UDODnt  of  capital  which  the  parties  pr 


posed  to  I 
irorks ;  the  amn 


L  order  to  execute  Uicir 
it  they  proposed  to  hor- 
and  then — that  which 
iras  the  most  important  question  of  all — 
the  numhcr  of  Bnares  issued  to  raise  the 
eapital.     So  long  as  the  law  pennitted  the 

rrosccution  of  these  schemes  hj  means  of 
0(.  shares,  a  system  of  ganililing  would  be 
fostered  and  encouraged.  That  was  the 
root  of  the  evil.  He  also  beliered  that 
theso  railway  measures  would  never  stand 
npon  a  right  footing  until  there  waa  some 
anthority  representing  the  public  to  revise 
Mid  examine  them  ;  and  their  Lordships 
must  not  be  deterred  from  considering  the 
nibject  by  the  failure  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  last  year.  The  principle  upon  which 
tliat  Board  proceeded  was  right.  They 
had  been  too  much  afraid  of  the  impulse 
^ich  they  might  give  to  certun  schemes. 
The  precaution  and  mystery  of  their  pro- 
ceedings were  the  great  cause  of  the.jea- 
lousy  with  which  they  were  regarded  ;  but 
ftU  feeling  of  that  sort  would  have  been  avoid- 
ed bad  they  been  open  to  the  public.  lie 
hoped,  therefore,  that  a  public  Board  would 
be  appointed  for  the  consideration  of  all 
railway  schemes,  which  he  concurred  with 
the  noble  lilarl  in  thinking  was  not  even 
yet  too  late. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  sud,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  it  would  be  found  indispensably 
necessary  to  have  a  Railway  Department 
within  the  Government.  The  functions  of 
the  Railway  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  never  been  defined.  1 1  hod  been 
established  merely  on  a  Resolution  of  one 
Honse  of  Parliament — uot  even  on  a  Re- 
solution of  their  Lordships'  House,  but 
simply  by  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons  alone.  A  Board  so  constituted 
could  not  work  well;  hut  if  an  Act  of  Par- 


Report  of  that  Committee.  Itwasa 
imposed  on  the  Government,  with  regard 
to  certain  private  transactions  which  came 
before  Parliament,  in  order  that  they  might 
receive  the  powers  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  cany  these  transactions  into  exe- 
cution. That  was  the  fact.  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  might  be  right  in  slating 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  acted  according  to 
its  instructions,  but  the  Board  was  con- 
fined in  these  instructions,  and  possibly 
Parliament  might  have  been  wrong  in  not 
giving  sufficient  powers  to  it. 

LoHD  BROUGHAM  said,  he  bod  often 
taken  part  in  the  discussions  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  could  confirm  what  his  noble 
Friend  who  had  just  sat  down  had  said. 
The  Government  could  take  no  other  course 
but  to  conform  to  the  recommendationa  of 
Parliament.  The  former  Board  had  been 
exceedingly  crippled  in  its  powers,  but  it 
was  clear  that  there  should  he  a  Board  es- 
tablished having  more  extended  authority 
and  usefulness.  If  there  was  anything 
for  which,  more  than  any  other,  he  envied 
their  neighbours  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Channel,  it  was  the  institution  of  the  de- 
partment of  the  Pontt  et  Chautieet.  If 
they  had  such  a  Board  as  that  referred  to 
in  this  country,  they  would  have  the  advan- 
tage of  having  consistent  decisions,  of 
having  economical  decisions,  and,  above 
all,  of  having  right  and  just  decisions. 

Lord  ASHBURTON  said,  he  was  most 
happy  to  find  that  the  necessity,  in  fact 
the  extreme  pressure  of  this  subject,  was 
forcing  itself  on  their  Lordships'  considera- 
tion; ,and  he  trusted  the  same  view  of  the 
matter  would  be  taken  in  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  and  that  before  long  some 
Committee  would  be  appointed  in  order  to 
report  on  the  proper  course  to  be  taken 
with  regard  to  the  formation  of  the  pro- 
posed Board.     It  would  be  impossible  to 


liament  were  brought  in,  defining  its  func-   go  on  much  longer  without  such  a  Board; 
tions,  and  giving  it  determinate  powers,  he   but  the  difficulty  on  which  they  had  to  de- 


had  no  doubt  that  its  operation  would  be   ctde  was,  that 

"e  !  them  so  stronL 

0  constituted  :  for  an  alterati 


highly  satisfactory  to  the  community, 
would  not  give  a  Board  e 


a.  power  of  finally  deciding  on  these  Bills. 
He  would  not  take  that  power  from  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  but  he  would  give 
the  Board  a  power  to  hear  both  sides  of  the 
question,  which  they  did  not  enjoy  before. 
Tho  DnEE  of  WELLINGTON  begged 
to  remind  tbcir  Lordabips  that  the  Rail- 
way Board  was  appointed  in  consequence 
of  the  proceedings  of  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  its  powers 
were  limited  by  the  limits  fixed  in  the 


matters  pressed  upon 
that  they  could  not  wait 
in  the  general  system. 
That  general  system  would  he  only  applica- 
ble at  some  future  time,  ond  would  not 
reach  those  cases  which  should  be  decided 
in  the  present  year.  After  the  people  had 
opened  their  eyes  to  their  own  interests 
under  the  Bill  now  pending  before  their 
Lordabips,  and  after  the  number  of  Rail- 
way Bills  bad  been  reduced  to  tho  lowest 
level,  they  would  still  have  to  consider  bow 
for  the  remaining  schemes  au(^b.ttA  Wvk- 
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The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  Bud,  th^ 
Lordships  would  not  expect  him  to  express 
any  opinion  at  present  respecting  the  pro- 
posed Board;  but  he  was  desirous  to  call 
their  Lordships'  recollection  to  the  fact, 
that  his  noble  Friends  about  him  were  not 
responsible  for  the  absence  of  any  control 
over  railway  matters  by  any  branch  of  the 
Executive  Govorament.  During  the  first 
Session  after  Her  Majesty's  present  Minis- 
ters  had  acquired  power,  there  was  no  ap- 
pearance at  railway  legislation.  Id  the 
Buccccding  Soasion,  when  a  number  of 
Railway  £ills  were  brought  forward.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  at  once  took  the 
subject  into  their  considoration,  and  the 
very  next  day  a  Committee  was  moved  for 
by  the  then  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Before  that  Committee  the  entire 
aulnect  had  been  most  minutely  gone  into; 
and  in  the  Keport  which  had  been  pre- 
sented from  it,  the  whole  question  was 
fully  and  elaborately  discussed,  and  the 
most  efficacious  mode  of  dealing  with  Bills 
when  passing  through  Parliament,  as  well 
as  of  superintending  the  works  afterwards, 
was  dwelt  upon.  It  was  then  recom- 
meuded  that  a  department  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  should  be  entrusted 
a  certain  control  over  Bills  before  they 
came  before  Parliament,  and  it  was  subse- 
quently decided  that  that  department  should 
be  a  particular  branch  of  tho  Board  of 
Trade.  He  should  beg  to  remind  tbi ' 
Lordships,  that  so  far  from  there  being 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  to  extend  the  authority  of  the 
Executive  Government  to  these  matters, 
on  the  contrary  thero  was  an  extreme 
jealously  displayed,  not  only  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  but  by  their  Lordships, 
against  anything  like  an  assumption  of 
power  by  the  Executive  Government.  In 
order  to  meet  the  views  of  Parliament,  the 
Committee  accordingly  laid  down  the  e 
points  on  which  the  Board  of  Trade  wi 
enter,  and  those  on  which  they  were  n< 
decide.  They  were  told  how  much  they 
wers  to  decide,  and  that  they  were  to  go 
no  farther.  He  (tho  Earl  of  Dalbousie) 
had  the  honour  of  being  entrusted  with  this 
department  under  the  Board  of  Trade;  but 
their  Lordships  would  excuse  him  ^om  on- 
teriog  into  the  reasons  why  they  had  failed. 
He  might,  however,  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  if  they  had  not  gone  farther  than  the 
powers  entrusted  to  them,  they  bad  been 
luflueaced  by  a  zealous  desire  to  discbarge 
their  duties  efficiently;  and,  leaving  himself 
out  of  llie  question,  he  would  lay  of  the 


gentlemon  with  whom  he  had  acted,  tint 
OS  impossible  any  duties  could  have 
been  discharged  with  greater  ability  than 
were  the  duties  entrusted  to  those  gentl«- 
Uen  of  more  perfect  integrity  and 
more  untiring  industry  could  not  be  foond; 
but  their  Lordships  should  recollect,  if  thej 
had  attempted  to  exceed  the  oourte  laid 
down  for  tnem,  what  their  fate  would  be, 

3  especially  from  the  other  House  tt 

Partiament.  The  powers  given  to  that 
Board  wero  far  too  narrow  to  be  of  great 
ility ;  but  in  the  mean  time  be  shonld 
submit  that  the  Government  were  not  to 
be  blamed  for  not  having  gone  further. 
The  matter  was  not  now  entirely  neglected. 
A  Committee  of  their  Lordships'  Honu 
was  sitting  on  Railways,  and  another  Ctaa- 
mittee,  on  a  still  wider  scale,  hod  been  ap- 

E dinted  by  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
[e  trusted  that  the  labours  of  these  CoiD- 
mittees  would  be  of  a  more  practical  form 
than  they  hod  hitherto  arrived  at.  As  U> 
the  returns  moved  for  by  the  noble  Eari, 
tboro  could  be  no  objection  to  them ;  bat 
he  agreed  in  thinking  that  there  wonU  be 
a  difficulty  in  getting  them  in  the  preeiH 
terms  required. 

LoRs  WUARNCLIFFE  said,  then 
conld  be  no  doubt  that  the  powers  of  the 
Board  over  which  hit  noble  Friend  pre- 
sided had  been  strictly  limited,  and  then 
was  no  doubt,  too,  but  that  they  hod  gone 
to  the  extreme  verge  of  those  powen. 
It  was  even  said,  in  some  quarters,  that 
they  had  overstepped  the  limits  to  which  it 
had  been  on^^y  intended  to  confine 
them.  He  believed  the  original  intention 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was,  that  the 
Board  should  report  to  Parliament,  not 
thciropinionon  tho  merits  of  these  schemes, 
but  simply  a  detail  of  the  facta  submitted 
to  them  ;  and  some  dissatisfaction  was  ex- 
pressed  that  they  hod  not  confined  them- 
selves to  this  liniit.  He  agreed  in  what 
had  been  said  as  to  the  growing  conviction 
that  was  abroad  as  to  the  necessity  of  soma 
organization  for  controlling  this  portion  at 
the  public  business  ;  but  there  were  points 
of  extreme  difficulty  in  the  way  of  such  a 
Board  as  that  which  had  been  suggested. 
One  of  the  first  to  be  got  rid  of  was,  the 
jurisdiction  of  Parliament.  They  could 
not  interfere  with  that  jurisdiction  without 
meeting  serious  opposition ;  and  if  they 
constituted  a  Board  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  details,  he  feared  they 
would  do  hut  httlo  in  the  way  of  remedy* 
ing  the  evil  which  they  h(d  to  BMt. 
Returns  ordered. 
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HBSBAGE  FBOH  THE  QUEEN  — PEN- 
SIONS TO  VISOOUNT  HABDINGG  AND 
LORD  COUGH. 

The  Barl  of  EIPON  deliyered  Two 
MesBagea  from  Her  Uajeatj,  which  were 
rrad  by  the  Lord  CsAircBLLoit  as  follow : — 
"  VteTOBu,  R. 
"  Her  Hajeity  UUns  Into  CoBiiilenUon  the 
great  and  brillUoC  Senioei  ptrfonned  by  H«ni7 
Viiooimt  Hardinge,  a  Ueatenant  Qenanl  in  Her 
M^]e«tf*i  Anaj,  Kui  the  GoTemor  Geoeral  of 
India,  in  Um  Mune  of  die  rsoeot  BoBtiUtiea  which 
have  taken  {dace  on  the  Banke  of  the  Sutlej  and 
in  the  Ponjaab ;  and  being  deeirone  to  oonfer 
Kune  aignal  Mark  of  Her  Faroar,  tar  thete  and 
other  dlitlngoithed  Uerita,  upon  the  laid  Henry 
VlsoiniDt  Bardlnge,  and  the  Two  next  larrlTlng 
Bsira  Hale  of  the  Bodj  of  the  laid  Henij  Vl>- 
oonnt  Ba>4inge,  Tscommenda  to  the  Honae  of 
Lord!  to  oonenr  In  noh  Bfewnree  aa  maj  be  ne- 
Muary  fi>rthe  Aoootni^hment  of  thli  Purpoae." 
"  ViviDau,  R. 
"  Her  M^jeaty  taking  into  Coniideration  the 
important  Servieei  rendered  bf  Bogh  Lord  Gongh, 
a  I^utonant  General  in  Her  MfJeitjr'B  Army,  and 
Conunander  in  Chief  of  Her  M^eaty'i  and  tha 
Eaat  India  Company'i  Foroei  in  India,  in  tha 
OOUTM  of  the  recent  Hoitilitie*  which  hare  taken 
pUee  sat  the  Bank*  of  the  SntleJ  and  in  the  Fun- 
janb ;  and  being  deiiroai  to  oonfer  wdm  aignal 
MaA  at  Her  Fb*out,  for  theee  and  other  diitin- 
guiihed  Herlti,  upon  the  nid  Hugh  Lord  Cough, 
and  tiie  Two  next  Burrinng  Hein  Male  of  the 
Body  of  the  (aid  Hugh  Lord  Gongh,  reoommends 
t«  Um  Honae  of  Lorda  to  eonoar  in  amb  Hea- 
nreaaimayb*  ■eBMiiry  fcrtho  Aoewn^lihment 
«f  thii  PnrpoM." 
To  b«  oonudered  on  Tneeday  next. 

RAILWAY    COMPANIES'   DISSOLUTION 
BILL. 

The  Eabl  of  DALHOUSIE  moved  the 
Second  Rekdiog  of  ibe  Bill  for  facilitating 
the  Dissolution  of  certun  Railway  Compa- 
nies. He  proposed  an  alteration  in  one 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  regulating  the 
scale  of  voting,  it  having  been  found  that 
the  adqrtlon  of  a  scale,  as  in  the  Joint 
Stock  (Companies  Act,  wotdd  disturb  the 
proportion  which  was  required,  and  would 
put  thoaa  who  had  a  large  nnmbor  of  shares 
at  a  great  disadvantage  aa  oompared  with 
those  who  held  a  smaller  number  of  shares. 
The  alteration  proposed  would  give  a  vote 
to  every  share. 

Lou  CAUPBBLL  did  not  intend  to 
offor  any  opporitioa  to  the  leeoBd  TMdingi 


but  he  bagged,  before  going  into  Commitr 
tee,  to  draw  the  attention  ofthanobto  Earl 
to  the  17th  Clause,  which  seemed  to  give 
a  very  arbitrary  power  to  the  chairman  of 
a  railway  committee,  a  power  which  was 
very  liketv  to  be  abused.  It  was  provided 
in  this  clause  that  the  chairman  should 
sign  the  minutes  of  proceedings;  that  these 
should  be  inserted  in  the  London  0<ueUa; 
and  that  tiiat  ioaerUon  should  be  held  as 
conclusive  proof  of  everything  stated  in  the 
minutes  being  strictly  and  literally  true. 
Now,  it  might  happen  that  a  majority  of 
shareholders  having  decided  agunst  a  rail- 
way in  whiob  the  chiurman  of  the  commit- 
tee to  which  the  project  was  submitted  waa 
interested,  the  miautos  might  be  worded 
to  represent  the  reverse  at  the  fact;  these 
might  be  signed,  and  appear  in  tho  OatetU. 
It  might  also  happen  that  a  chairman  of 
committee,  desirous  to  wind  up  a  company 
under  the  Law  of  Bankruptcy,  instead  of 
under  the  Joint  Stock  Act,  would  sign 
minutes  to  the  effect  that  such  was  the 
wish  of  the  majority  of  the  shareholders; 
and  in  either  of  these  cases  there  was  no 
redress,  no  appeal.  It  certainly  was  stated 
that  any  person  who  knowingly  inserted 
that  which  was  false  in  the  Qazette  should 
be  liable  to  punishment;  but  still,  a  specu- 
lator, to  gain  his  end,  might  run  the  risk 
of  a  few  weeks*  imprisonment  in  Nowgate; 
and  even  should  ue  be  punished,  the  in- 
jured shareholders  would  obtain  no  redress. 
Some  tribunal  should  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  to  certify  to  the  correctness  of 
the  minutes  before  tbeir  publication  in  tha 
OoMette,  and  the  decision  might  then  safely 
be  held  aa  conoluuve;  but  as  the  Bill  at 
present  stood,  they  gave  most  arbitrary 
power,  and  thsv  were  opening  the  door  to 
what,  aa  it  might  prove,  waa  gross  opprea^ 
sion  and  injustice. 

LoHD  WHARNCLIFFE  was  understood 
to  inquire  whether  the  Bill  contained  any 
limitation  as  to  the  time  of  its  operatjou. 
In  reference  to  the  19th  Clause,  by  which 
it  was  provided  that  Parliament  should  re- 
quire  from  the  parties  promoting  these  Bills 
a  return  of  the  number  of  shares  that  had 
been  iasned,  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  comply  with  that  re- 
quirement. The  governing  body,  in  these 
cases,  was  presumed  to  issue  the  whole 
amount  of  the  shares;  hut  it  was  notorious 
that,  in  many  oaaes,  they  had  not  done  soi 
and  he  believed  there  were  no  means  of 
aaeertaining,  in  most  of  these  coaea,  to  what 
extant  the  shares  had  bean  issued, 

Tbe  £au  of  OALHOUSIB  (booght  it 
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BefiuaZto 


rjuite  right  to  state,  in  respect  to  the  oh-    not  provide  a  remedjr  for  tha  evil  of  At 
scrTation  of  his  noblo  Friend  who  had  just    noble  and  learned  Lora  a 
sat  down,  that  the  Bill,  aa  it  stood  at  pre-        BiU  read  2*. 


sent,  contained  no  limitation  of  its  operation 
in  respect  of  time.  Upon  consideration, 
it  liod  appeared  that  it  would  perhaps  be 
better,  upon  the  whole,  to  limit  its  opera- 
tion to  two  years,  to  be  then  renewed,  ii 
it  ahoDld  be  foDod  at  that  time  to  have  an- 
swered t!io  eipectotions  that  were  now  cn- 
lertaincd  of  it.  Tbo  other  point  to  which 
hia  nohle  Friend  had  alluded,  the  registra- 
tion of  the  shares  that  had  been  issued, 
would  unqucatiooablj  be  desirable,  if  it 
could  bo  carried  into  effect.  Tbo  intention 
of  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  Act,  passed 
two  years  ago,  was  to  secure  for  the  public. 


House  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMSC0N3, 
Ttteaday,  April  28,  1846. 

IITTU}      NlW  IISHIBB  Swow.       Tot  BMfltt,ltt 

tmnilly.  E^. 

■pvrlBL     EictHquR  BIU>r£18,SSO,nO^ 
riTium   PnHUTiD.    Bt  Sii  JahD  lf-n«pit.  Ab 
r  StnunR,  and  bjr  Hr.  RotactSoO,^ 


VISCOUNT  HARDINGE. 
Mr.  speaker  read  to  the  House  tks 


as  much  as  "possible,  a  full  knowledge  of  following  Message,  which  waabroi^gtitiiito 

the  concerns  of  any  company  which  was  in  tl»e  House  by  Sir  Robket  Peel  : — 

the  act  of  associating  itself  for  joint-stock  "  Tictoru  R. 

purposes,   and  to  require  the  directors  to  "  Her   Biltijratj,  takin;;  into  oonaiilentuin  tk 

give  as  much  publicity   as  possible  to  all  ^ntl  nnd  brilliiut  nrvices  porfbniMd  hj  Hni} 

their  acts  and  intentions.     The  provisional  Viacount   Bsrdiage,    a    Liratenaot    Geaenl  ii 


registration  consequently  required  certain 
particulars  to  be  specified;  and  he  thought 
the  number  of  shares  proposed  to  be  issued 
was  one  of  tho  matters  that  required  to  be 
stated.  But  to  acquire  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  how  many  shares  were  actually 
issued  ot  B.  given  time,  was  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult. In  respect  to  the  Bills  coming  be- 
fore Parliament,  tho  Standing  Orders  en- 
sured that  Parliament  should  have  an  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  the  number  of  shares 
issued,  inasmuch  aa  they  required  that 
three-fourths  of  the  intended  stock  of  the 
company  should  be  subscribed  and  signed 
for.  Even  under  that  regulation,  be  doubted 


Upr  M.ije»lj'»  krmj,  and  th*  GoTenior  Grae- 
ral  of  India,  in  tlio  course  of  tbe  reeect  Ivatfli- 
ticB  which  have  takrn  plaoe  on  tbe  Banks  of  tts 
SutleJ,  sod  in  the  Pn^janb,  and  bongf  dennw  t« 
conlbr  some  gignsl  mark  of  Her  fiiTonr,  for  tlwM 
Bnd  other  diMinguished  meriti,  apon  tte  Mil 
Ilonr]'  Viscount  Usnlinge,  and  tbe  two  next  iw- 
viving  hci™  m&le  of  the  body  of  tho  Henry  W»- 
count  HnrdingG,  reconiuieDda  to  Her  &itfaAl 
Commonn  tho  adoption  of  such  meaanna  ■■  am} 
tsMij  for  tho  sccompliBhment  of  this  par> 


'•  V.  E." 


"  Her  Majesty,  faking  into 


that  much  trickery  was  practised,  and  that    ^^  ^^   ^^^^^ 

sometimes  SLgned  by  jier-    ^^^^^  ^  Ueuten«.t  General  in  Her  iiajest,^ 

Knaj,  and   Conuoimder  in   Chief  of   Her   >b- 

icat^'s  and  the  Elsst  India  Compguiy's  Foroes  it 

[ndia,  in  the  course  of  the  recent  hostilities  wUek 

mvo  taken  plmce  on  the  Banks  of  the  Satlej,  and 

n  the  Ponjsub,  and  being  detironi  to  oonfer  aom* 

lignal  mark  of  Her  bvonr,  ibr  these  and  othsr 

upon  the  nid  Iliigfi  Lori 

it  surviving  heirs  male  of 

bodf  of  the  aaid  Ilogh  Lord  Goagh,  reeou- 

Her  &ithlhl  Commoni  the  adoption  of 

iros  ss  majbeneoesiarrfbrtheaocoai- 

>lishment  of  this  purpoar.  "  V.  K." 

Her  Majesty's  Messages  to   be   token 

:j — . Monday. 


sons  who  were  not  actually  beneficially  inter- 
ested in  the  holding  of  shares.      The  points 
raised  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  oppo- 
site (Lord  Campbell),  and   tho  suggestions 
made  by  him,  were  worthy  of  the  beat  con- 
sideration which  could  be  given  to  them. 
Considering  that  the  meetings  proposed  to 
be  held  would  be  open  to  the  greatest  pub-    '"*"'P"<l'Bd 
licity,  and  that  their  proceedings  would  be    '""«''•  ""*  "•«  '"o 
subject  to  the  closeat  scrutiny  hy  the  par- 
ties interested,  it  seemed  hardly  probable    ""><" 
that  any  chairman  would  rtm  the  risk,  con-         ""  " 
templaled  by  hia  noble  and  learned  Friend, 
of  actually  falsifying  the  minutes  which  he 
caused  to  be  inserted  in  the  Gazette.     At     nto  consideratl 
the  same  time,  every  precaution  that  could 
be  Uken  ought  to  be  taken;  and  before     ^K.  W.  S.  O'BRIEN— REFUSAL  TO  SERVE 
tho  Bill  went  into  Committee  he  (Lord  Dal-  ON  A  COMMITTEE, 

housie)  would  endeavour  to  see  if  some  of       Mr.  HENLEY  reported  from  the  Sdect 
those  rened  iu  matters  ot  ihia  ^\aOk  c(ni\&    ^mmmUMb  oa  Qrou^  1 1  of  Bwlnj  Hilh 
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"ThBt  111*  Committm  met  thii  d»j  at  one 
o'clock,  punnuit  to  the  adjournment  of  jeiter- 
da;,  and  that  William  Smith  O'Brien,  esquire,  one 
of  the  Members  of  the  Committee,  did  not  attend 
tha  CtHmuitlee  this  day  vithin  one  hour  of  tbe 
time  appointed  for  the  meetingof  the  Committee." 

The.  Order  of  the  House  of  the  day  be- 
fore (April  27)  for  the  attendance  of  Mr. 
W.  Smith  O'Brien  oa  the  Committee  this 
day  was  read. 

Mb.  SPEAKER;  Is  Mr.  William  Smilh 
O'Brien  in  his  place? 

Mr.  W.  S.  O'BRIEN:  I  presume.  Sir, 
jonr  object  in  calling  upon  me  1b  to  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  offering  an  eiplana- 
tion  of  my  conduct.  I  feel  extremely 
obliged  to  you  and  to  the  Uouse  for  afford- 
ing me  Huch  an  opportunity  ;  but,  having 
already  stated  my  viewi  and  inteutionB, 
fully  and  finally  in  the  correspondence 
which  passed  between  me  and  the  Chair- 
man of  tbe  Committee  of  Selection,  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  add  anytlung  to 
the  matter  contuned  in  those  letters,  nor 
•m  I  desirons  of  withdrawing  anything  in 
that  correspondence.  [Mr.  O'Bbibn  bowied 
to  the  Speaker,  and  Zf/E  the  Souse.] 

Mb.  ESTCOURT  said,  that,  in  conse- 
■qnenee  of  tbe  Report  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  it  became  his  duty, 
as  Chairman  of  tbe  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, to  make  a  few  obaerrations  on  tbe 
subject,  and  to  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  should  ask  the  House  to  support 
tiie  Motion  he  should  have  to  submit  to 
^em.  He  could  assure  tbe  House  that, 
considering  all  the  circumstances,  and  the 
nature  of  the  Motion  with  which  he  would 
hATe  to  conclude,  this  was  tbe  most  pain- 
ful duty  be  bad  ever  bad  to  perform  ; 
and  be  thought  the  House  would  con- 
sider bo  was  justified  in  making  that  state- 
ment when  ho  told  them  that,  having 
held  tbe  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Coi 
tnittee  of  Selection  ever  since  it  was  esta 
Vsbed,  this  was  the  first  occasion  on  which 
he  bad  been  called  upon  to  perform  such  a 
duty  as  it  now  became  his  lot  to  discharge. 
He  considered  that  he  should  best  con- 
sult the  wishes  and  convenience  of  tbe 
House  by  giving  them  a  plain  and  simph 
narrative  of  the  events  which  rendered  it 
necessary  for  him  to  address  them  that 
night.  On  the  12tb  of  February  last  tbe 
House  adopted  certain  Resolutions,  di- 
recting the  Committee  of  Selection  to 
form  certain  Committees  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  into  the  merits  of  Railway 
Bills,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
pressure  of  that  species  of  business, 
to  be  dirided  into  groups.  Tbe  House, 
VOL.  LXXXV,     {r^'^i 


in  the  very  difficuU  circnmstanoes  in  which 
they  were  placed,  found  it  necesary  not 
only  to  separate  those  Bills  into  groups, 
but  also  to  form  a  peculiar  descriptiim  of 
Committees,  to  whom  the  several  groups 
should  he  referred.  Each  such  Committee 
consisted  of  fire  Members  appointed  by 
tbe  Committee  of  Selection ;  and  on  those 
five  Members,  and  (those  only,  was  con- 
ferred tbe  duty  of  inquiring  respecting 
the  Railway  Bills  comprised  within  the 
group  with  respect  to  which  they  con- 
stituted tbeCommittee.  The  House,  though 
well  aware  that  the  duty  to  be  performed 
by  the  bon.  Members  so  appointed,  would 
be  pecuharly  heavy  and  onerous,  deemed  it 
of  such  importance  to  the  public  as  to 
require  that  the  Members  constituting 
those  Committees  should  be  compelled, 
under  a  Resolution  of  the  House,  to  give 
tiieir  constant  attendance  to  the  inquiry 
intrusted  to  them.  By  another  Resolu- 
tion the  Committee  of  Selection  were 
required  to  give  ample  notice  to  the  Gen- 
tlemen ohosen  to  constitute  the  Com- 
mittees on  tbe  groups,  of  their  having  been 
so  chosen,  and  also  a  notice,  of  not  less 
than  fourteen  days,  of  the  week  in  whicb 
it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  be  in  at- 
tendance. On  the  27th  of  March  the 
Committee  of  Selection  proceeded  to  the 
performance  of  their  duty,  and  considered 
that  it  would  be  expedient  for  them  to  form 
what  was  called  panels  of  such  Members 
as,  under  the  Resolutions  of  the  12th  of 
February,  they  might  require  to  be  in 
attendance  immediately  after  the  Easter 
recess.  This  was  done  in  order  that 
the  Committees  on  Railway  Bills  might 
commence  sitting  at  as  early  a  period  as 
possible  after  the  recess,  and  that  at  the 
same  time  tbe  sererol  Members  might 
have  ample  notice  of  their  required  at- 
tendance.  Moreover,  it  was  considered 
by  tbe  Committee  of  Selection  that  it 
would  be  highly  convenient  that  those 
Members  who  might  probably  be  called 
on  to  serve  on  those  Committees  should 
have  notice  before  the  Easter  recess, 
in  order  that  they  might  so  shape  their 
arrangements  as  to  be  enabled  to  give 
their  attendance  on  the  Committees  with 
as  little  inconvenience  to  themselves  as 
possible.  Among  tbe  Members  so  selected 
the  hon.  Member  for  Luncrick  county  (Mr. 
W.  S.  O'Brien)  was  one;  and  on  the  panel 
being  formed  the  hon.  Member  received,  as 
well  as  aU  tbe  other  Members  upon  it,  a  notice 
of  the  intention  of  the  Committee  of  Sel^- 
tion  to  call  oa  him  to  give  bis  attendance  in 
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the  week  begiimiDg  on  Mond*;,  the  27th  of  '"rn  Ireland  cOWtull;  in  the  Hoom  (rf  ftmiui, 

April,  for  the  purpose  of  MrvinR,  if   re-  '  •'>~*  fr™  "M""  of  tho   l»i™«  wbiek  m 

qired.  oil  a  iUilwi^Bm  Committee.   The  ^^^1?!^  -nth  the  ™™d  (unctKm.  of  tbtt  ». 

hon.  Member,  as  soon  ae  he  received  that  mi     i.       u l      ^l  .         . 

..     n  .     ,  A     .,   ■     ,,,  The  hon.  Member  then  went  on  to  ut, 

notice,  VIZ.,  on  the  3rd  of  April,  he  (Mr.  ,  '' 

Estcourt)  believed,  addressed  a  letter  to 

hi„. ..  cb.i™n  «f  the  c.„™.«  of  jis-s.rri.'TJt.TrssS"- 

Selection,  and  in  that  letter  the  hon.  Mem-  h»re  no  wah  to  inUirnwdJie  with  the  a&in  rf 

her  enclosed  a  copy  of  another  letter,  which  England  or  Sflotland,  except  in  eo  &r  u  the;  on 

the  hon.  Member  had  addressed  to  him  last  he  connected  with  the  intereataof  lr«Uad,oriAL 

year,  when  a  aimikr  summons  was  served  *''«  K«°«™'  ^^"J  "^  **"  Empire." 

on   him  ;    tbo   hon.    Member's  reason  for  And  then  followed  a  pwsage  to  which  he 

enclosing  the  copy  of  that  letter  to  him  was  thought  it  necessary  to  draw  the  particidar 

that,  on  referring  to  it,  he  might  be  aware  attention  of  the  Ilouae  : — 
of  the   motives    which   induced   the    hon.        "  In  obedience  to  this  priDeipb  I  luvo  abeUiii- 

Member  to   decline   serving  on  a  Railway  "1  frow  loting  on  Eo^h  and  Scotch  quettina 

BiU   Committee.      In   the  hon.  Member's  f  •  l™*"  "»'«",•  «id  the  «ui.e  moliro  no-i»- 

,  , ,  ,     .  <■  .,      ,■  duoet  me  to  decline  Kttendutce  on  Cominmeei 

letter  enclosmg  a  copy  of  the  former  one,  on  ui;  Priv.te  Bill*  ei«pi  .uob  u  rdtU  t. 

the  hon.  Member  stated,  that  "  he  had  not  Ireland." 

seen  any  reason,  smee  the  letter  was  written  The  Committee  of  Selection,  therefcnc, 
(m  Jmie  1845),  to  change  the  determination  h^j  jt  „  the  eipressed  opinion  of  the  ben. 
therein  expressed.  He  received  that  letter  Member,  that  ia  was  not  consistent  with 
on  Friday,  the  3rd  of  Aprd,  and  the  first  his  duty  to  serve  on  any  Private  Bill  Com. 
aitting  afterwards  of  the  Committee  of  Se-  mittees  which  did  not  refer  to  Ireland;  ud 
lection  took  place  on  Monday,  the  6th  of  jf  they  bad  immediately  closed  aU  cwnmo- 
Apnl.  Of  course,  he  could  take  do  step  nication  with  the  hon.  Member  at  that  mo- 
or measure  after  receiving  the  letter  until  nient.  they  would  have  had  no  means  of 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  submitting  ite  coming  to  a  decision  eieepting  that  aflbri- 
contenta  to  his  CoUeagues  on  the  Com-  ed  by  what  he  bad  just  read  to  the  House. 
mittee  of  Selection.  On  the  6th  of  April,  However,  the  Committee  of  Selection  in- 
tho  Committee  of  Selection  met.  and  he  gtructod  him  to  write  to  the  hon.  Member, 
laid  before  them  the  letter  with  the  en-  and  to  state,  that  in  the  reasons  given  by 
closure  of  the  hon.  Member,  and  the  Com-  hin,  for  decUning  to  serve,  they  eordd  not 
mitteeof  Selectionfoundthatthehoa.  Mem-  recognise  such  an  ewuse  as  would  justify 
her  objected  to  serve  on  any  Committees  on  them  in  eierapting  him  from  sharing  the 
Private  Bills  not  having  reference  to  Ire-  onerous  duties  imposed  on  Member*  of  the 
land  :  they  also  found,  on  referring  to  the  House  arising  out  of  the  consideration  of 
letter  enclosed,  reasons  for  objecting  to  Railway  Billa.  In  hi*  letter  to  the  hon. 
serve  similar  to   those   now   repeated  by  Member,   he  made    tbo    following  atat*- 

the  hon.    Member.     He  could  not  better  ment ; 

put  the  House  in  poBsossion  of  the  ..  j  ;^|^  ^j^,f  ^  the  brt  .htinK  of  tb« 
grounds  on  which  the  Committee  of  Se-  Committee  of  Selection  linoe  tbe  reMipt  of  jma 
lection  came  to  the  determination  they  letter  to  lubmit  iti  oontenti  to  them,  and  I  am  in- 
adopted,  than  bv  reading  a  short  extract  "traeW  W  inform  jou,  that  the  OammitCee  osn- 
from  the  hon.  Member's  letter.  Heap-  ^^  i-^^hc  reawn  which  you  allege  for  not  «r™, 
1  .  .  .1  .  .1.  ir  <i  .  recoBni«*  sQch  '  an  oioaso  u  (m  accordance  with 
prehended  that  the  House  would  not  ima-  ^e  .pint  of  the  fU^iluHons  agreed  to  by  the 
gine  that  he  was  unfairly  or  improperly  Hoou  on  the  ISthof  tait  FebraarrJwnaldjnrti^ 
garbling  the  contents  of  the  letter  by  se-  their  ■  damning  it  ■uffloient'  t«  exempt  job  &im 
lecting  a  short  extract,  because  the  Report  "erring." 

containing  the  correspondence  was  printod,  And.  bo  added,  by  the  instmction  of  the 
and  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members.     He  Committee  of  Selection — 
would,  therefore,  draw  the  attention  of  the        "  A>  it  appear*  from  your  letter  that  at  this  putt- 
House  to  that  particular  part  of  the  hon.  cularjuncturojourtimoiind.ttentionweengrow. 

Member's  letter  which  was  the  foundation  II^hI^K.^h  rJ  w^^ni^^^^S:: 

.  .  ,     ,      ^  p  r.  1      .  1  portancc  to  Ireland,  1  am  nirtaer  mnnetea  by  the 

on  which  the  Committee  of  Selection  acted  Committae  of  Selection  to  Kate,  that  adhering  te 

upon   that  occasion.       The   hon.    Member  their  uaual  practice  of  ooiuulting,  u  &r  as  may 

Stated  in  bis  letter  of  last  year,  enclosed  he  ooniiBtent  with  a  &ithflil  and  impMiial  dis- 

in  the  letter  which  ho  received  on  Uie  3rd  ""^K"  "J  tbeir  duty,  the  convenienee  of  the  nve- 

..-<,<.  ral  Membcn  whom  they  may  find  it  incumbent  on 

of  April,  tbat_  them  to  telect,  ft  will  alferd  them  great  otbSMtiM 

"  So  long  as  I  continued  to  believe  that  I  eoold  to  avail  themaelvM  «f  tUattBdreaBauttetka 
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witli  Ton  to  nuke  tn  uranf^ment  bf  vhkih  jtmt 

mtttndsnce  ma;  bo  postponod  to  m  later  period, 
dioutd  jonr  coDTonienco  bo  tberebj  coiuulMd.  In 
the  OFont,  bOHScer,  of  their  receiring  no  nieh 
OMUnnnieatiaD  from  yon,  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion will  presume  that  no  aceoiiiiaDd«tio>i  would 
b«  aflbrded  to  fou  bj  such  a  postponement  at 
I  baTB  alladed  to,  and  will  Donaider  it  their  duty 
to  abide  bj  the  arrangement  which  will  be  aa- 
Douoced  in  the  Votea  of  Wednesdaj." 

That  letter  he  sent  to  the  hon.  Member 
immediately;  and  the  Committee  of  Se- 
lection having  separated,  no  more  meetings 
vera  held  by  them  before  the  recess.  On 
the  following  day,  April  7,  he  reoeired  the 
following  courteous  letter  from  the  hon. 
Uember : — 

"  I  bate  had  the  honour  of  recciiing  yourobUg- 
ing  letter  of  joeterdaj's  date,  in  answer  to  mine 
a  the  3rd  instant,  I  feel  eiceediugl)'  indebted 
fcr  the  oourtiH;  and  consideratioD  Gvmccd  bj  the 
Committee  of  Selection  in  suggeiting  the  aitange- 
BMnt  propoced  in  your  letter;  but  ainoe  my  objec- 
tion to  wrre  upon  Cotumitteei  ou  English  and 
Sootoh  PriTBte  Bills  is  founded  opan  the  relations 
at  present  subsisting  between  atj  countrj  and 
Grtat  Britain,  and  not  Dpon  a  regard  for  m;  own 
panonal  oonTenienoe,  1  must  rstar  to  m7  fbnaer 
aonununioations  as  announcing  mf  final  deter- 
mination." 

He  had  no  opportunity  of  laying  this  letter 
Wore  th«  Cotnmittee  of  Seteotion  until 
■fter  the  Euter  recess,  wheo  he  submitted 
it  to  them ;  and  it  appeared  perfectly  clear 
that  the  hon.  Member  had  closed  all  fur- 
ther communication  by  that  letter.  No- 
thing, however,  passed  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  arrangements  made  before 
Saster  by  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
mod  according  to  which  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Uember  for  the  county  of  Limerick 
waa  included  in  the  Committee  of  Group 
II.  lie  believed  that  ho  had  now  com- 
pleted the  narrative  of  the  circumstances 
H  they  occurred.  One  of  the  Regolutions 
wreed  to  by  the  Uouse  on  the  12th  of 
^bruory  (No.  12)  was  to  the  following 
effect:— 

"  Seiolvtd — That  each  Member  of  a  Committee 
«  a  Bailwar  BiU  or  BiUa  shall,  before  be  bo  en- 
titlad  to  attend  and  vote  on  such  Committee,  sign 
a  deolantion  that  his  eonstltuenta  have  no  local 
interest,  and  that  be  himself  baa  no  pereonal  in- 
terest for  or  against  any  Bill  referred  to  him ;  and 
BO  ■oeh  Committee  shall  proceed  to  bnsinesi  until 
the  whole  of  the  Members  thereof  shall  faaTs  sign- 
ed snch  declaration." 

The  hon.  Uember  for  the  county  of  Li- 
merick did  not  sign  any  such  declaration  ; 
and,  accordingly,,  none  was  received  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection  from  the  hon. 
Uember.  Another  of  the  Resolutions  of 
the  12th  of  Febrasry  directed — 

"  That  iftbs  Conmittee  <ri'8electioB  ahall  set 


within  due  time  receive  from  each  such  Uember 
the  aforesaid  declaration,  or  an  eicnso  which  they 
shall  deem  sufficient,  they  shall  report  to  the 
House  the  name  of  such  de&ulling  Hembcr." 

On  Friday  last  the  Committee  of  Selection 
thot^t  it  necessary  to  present  to  the 
House  the  report  from  which  he  had  just 
read  some  few  extracts.  Nothing  fiirther 
passed  between  the  hon.  Uember  and  the 
Committee  of  Selection;  but  yesterday  the 
Committee  on  Group  1 1  was  to  have  met, 
and  he  regretted  to  find  that  tiie  hon. 
Member  had  not  taken  advantage  of  the 
lapse  of  time  which  had  occurred,  to 
reconsider  the  determination  announced 
in  his  letter  of  April  the  7th,  and 
that  he  had  not  attended  the  Committee 
on  that  group  yesterday.  Accordingly, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oxfordshire,  reported  to 
the  Honse  that  the  hon.  Uember  for 
the  county  of  Limerick  was  absent.  Upon 
that  report  being  made  by  the  hon.  Uem> 
ber  for  Oxfordshire,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
make  the  Motion  that  the  hon.  Uem- 
ber for  Limerick  county  should  attend 
the  Committee  that  day,  and  that  Motion 
was  founded  on  precedents  in  the  Joomals 
of  the  House.  The  next  thing  that  oc- 
curred was,  that  the  hon.  Member  yester- 
day very  candidly  put  the  Houae  in  pos- 
session of  his  views  and  determination  ;  and 
he  need  not  state  what  had  occurred  that 
day.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  hon.  Member,  he 
was  obliged  to  perform  a  very  painful  duty, 
and  to  submit  a  Resolution  to  the  Honsa 
by  which  the  House  might  express  its 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the 
hon.  Member,  who  had  not  conformed  to  the 
Resolutions  of  the  House,  by  sending  sucb 
a  declaration,  duly  signed,  as  was  re- 
quired, and  by  attending  the  Committee 
yesterday,  and  who  bad  by  his  absence 
from  the  Committee  to-day  disobeyed 
the  Order  of  the  House.  I  am  very  un- 
willing on  any  subject  (the  hon.  Member 
continued)  but  particularly  on  a  subject  of 
this  painful  natnre,  to  occupy  more  than  ii 
absolutely  necessary  the  attention  of  the 
Honse  ;  and  Gentlemen  must  be  perfectly 
aware  that  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  tres- 
passing on  their  patience.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, resist  the  temptation  of  taking  this 
opportunity,  the  only  one  that  has  occurred 
to  me,  of  making  a  statement  with  respect 
to  the  services  rendered  by  Members  of  this 
House  on  the  various  Committees  for  which 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  select  them — 
whether  th«^  \i«  Cwkb^Mv:«a  wi  <s^as»x^ 
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Bills,  where  their  attendance  ie  not  compul- 
sory, and  from  which  they  might  therefore 
bo  absent  without  difficulty,  or  whether  they 
be  those  particular  Committees  to  which 
I  hare  been  referring,  and  which  I  beg  to 
state  are  formed  only  under  temporary 
arrangements  to  meet  a  temporary  pres- 
sure of  business,  and  which  are  constituted 
only  for  this  Sessioa,  being  founded  on  the 
Resolutions  of  the  12th  of  February  last. 
Whether  hon.  Gentlemen  have  been  called 
on  to  serve  on  one  class  of  Committees  or 
upon  another,  I  have  looked  with  admira- 
tion as  well  as  with  gratitude  on  the  way 
in  which  they  have  supported  the  Commit- 
tee of  Selection  by  the  zealous  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  by  their  proper  attend- 
ance on  the  Committees.  I  hope  hon. 
Gentlemen  are  aware,  that  to  us  it  Is  a 
matter  of  considerable  anxiety  to  intrude 
as  little  as  possible  on  their  convenience; 
I  must  be  permitted  to  repeat  that  they 
have  displayed  most  praiseworthy  conduct 
in  BBBuming  so  readily  the  duties  thus  im- 

Ksed  ou  them,  and  1  am  satisfied  that  the 
DUBCandtho  country  will  feel  indebted  to 
them  for  their  services.  I  cannot  sit  down 
without  making  one  more  observation.  It 
has  been  insinuated  in  one  quarter  that 
Gentlemen  from  the  sister  kingdom  do  not 
perform  their  duties  on  these  Committees 
patiently.  Now,  I  beg  leave  in  the  most 
public  manner  to  contradict  that  insinua- 
tion. I  have  never  seen  a  more  cheerful, 
a  more  cordial,  or  a  more  able  discharge  of 
those  duties  than  I  have  witnessed  on  the 
part  of  hon.  Members  from  Ireland.  There- 
fore I  cannot  forbear  testifying  to  the 
sealous  discharge  of  their  duties  as  Mem- 
bers of  Comraittees  by  ihe  Irish  Gentlemen 
generally,  and  I  consider  that  in  ao  acting 
they  have  behaved  with  great  kindness  to- 
wards those  whose  painful  duty  it  has  been 
to  select  them.  Having  madethese  remarks 
I  cannot  help  adverting  to  the  conduct  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork, 
who  most  readily  undertook  the  duty  on 
one  of  these  Committees  when  it  was  pro- 

Ksed  to  him.  There  are  others  in  the 
rase  better  able,  much  more  clearly  than 
I  am,  to  describe  the  extraordinary  ability 
with  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
discharged  his  duties.  It  was  on  the  first 
Railway  Committee  which  sat  this  Session; 
ftnd  the  manner  in  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  discharged  his  duties 
forms  a  precedent  for  others  to  look  to 
and  might  he  referred  to  by  a  great  many 
Committees  with  the  greatest  advantage 
to  the  public.    I  need  not  say,  then,  that 


the  eondnct  of  tlie  hon.  and  leuned  Gen- 
tleman in  this  particular  reflects  great  ho- 
nour on  him.  It  is  now  my  painfhl  duty 
to  conclude  with  the  following  Motitm: — 
Th&t  V.  S.  O'Brien,  Esq..  haTin;  diiobqmd 
the  Order  of  the  Home,  bj  reliudiig  to  attend  tbt 
Committee  to  whieli  the  Bailmr  Groap  No.  II 
hon  been  referred,  hu  been  fniltj-  of  a  tiMtmft 
of  tbb  House." 

Mb.  O'CO^fNELL  said,  he  ww  auie  the 
House  would  ^ve  him  credit  for  the  asser- 
tion that  he  would  not  rise  to  advocate  the 
conduct  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  county  of  Limerick,  if  he  thoiwht  that 
hon.  Friend  had  bad  the  sligfatert  in- 
tention of  offering  disrespect  to  the  Speaker 
to  that  House.  It  was  not  iotentknil 
contempt  on  his  part,  if  contempt  it  were 
at  all ;  but  the  course  he  had  p onoed  bad 
been  adopted  from  a  strong  new  of  what 
ho  conceived  to  he  his  duty  to  his  owm 
country.  He  asked  the  House  to  panw 
before  they  passed  the  proposed  Rewla- 
tion.  There  were  two  grounda  on  which 
ho  thought  there  ought  to  be  more  oono- 
deration.  The  first  question  was,  how  far 
the  Act  of  Union  with  Ireland  gave  a 
power  to  the  Members  of  that  Honse  to 
enforce  the  process  of  contempt,  ifbe  might 
use  the  phrase,  and  of  committal,  i^iuit 
the  representatives  of  Ireland  ?  There 
could  be  no  common  law  jurisdiction  in 
that  Houso  for  this  purpose,  and  up  till 
1800  there  could  not  be  a  question  that 
there  was  no  jurisdiction  at  all ;  for  both 
that  House  and  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  by  a  Statute  passed  in  1783,  dis- 
cliumed  any  species  of  interference  with 
the  representation  of  Ireland.  The  juris- 
diction, then,  of  that  House  in  this  matter 
could  not  stand  on  common  law,  nor  apcHi 
the  Act  of  Union,  because  that  gave  them 
no  jurisdiction.  He  wished  the  House  to 
take  this  view  into  consideration.  As  to 
the  Committee  of  Selection,  he  was  not 
disposed,  never  less  so  than  at  the  present 
moment,  to  say  anything  derogatory  of 
that  Committee.  Were  he  rash  enough  to 
say  anything  of  tliat  kind,  it  would  at  the 
same  time  be  unfounded.  Up  to  the  I2th 
of  February  last  there  were  no  stringent 
measures  of  this  House  to  compel  atlend- 
aitce  before  Committees  on  Private  Bills. 
It  was  voluntary  on  the  part  of  Memben 
to  attend,  and  in  many  instances  still  re- 
mained so  ;  and  now  the  question  was 
whether  by  the  law  and  usage  of  Parlia- 
ment they  could  delegate  to  a  CommittM 
the  power  of  making  regulations,  the  nu- 
lect  of  which  should  be  pnnitfaable  in  like 
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manner  u  contempt,  bj  plaeinff  tbe  party 
ID  custody,  when  the  Home  nod  not  the 
jurisdiction  by  common  law  to  compel  tho 
attendance  of  Members?  He  took  it  that, 
d>e  Honse  had  no  Bnch  common  law  power, 


■honld  attend  the  Honae.  Now,  if  a  com- 
mon law  jurisdiction  had  existed  on  this 
point,  the  Statute  would  have  been  totally 
unnecessary.  It  was  true  that  the  penalty 
established  by  that  Statute  was  inoperatiTO 
at  present,  because  that  penalty  was  that 
the  Members  who  ^d  not  attend  should 
lose  their  wages ;  but  that  was  the  founda- 
tion of  the  power  of  the  House  to  compel 
Atteadaoce  of  Members  on  the  House,  but 
not  on  Committees.  In  this  particular 
case  the  House  appointed  a  Committee  of 
Selection,  who  chose  particular  Members, 
and  directed  them  to  attend  on  certun 
Committees.  Consequently,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limeriok  county  was  only  ^Ity 
of  a  violation  of  the  secondary  and  subsidi- 
ary jurisdiction  of  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, He  made  these  observations  to  the 
House  in  order  to  induce  them  to  pause 
before  they  decided  on  the  question  whe- 
ther there  had  been  contempt  committed 
or  not;  for  he  felt  that  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  bis  hon.  Friend  to  be  guilty  of  any 
eoDtcmpt^hia  letter  disclaimed  that — and 
the  courtesy  of  his  manner  and  language 
was  admitted.  He  had  merely  acted  from 
a  mistaken  feeling  of  his  duty. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  regret- 
ted  that  the  House  was  called  upon  to  take 
die  course  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Otford  University ;  but  he  thought 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  c 
to  a  decision  on  this  point;  and  be 
fessed  that  ho  aaw  no  other  course  open 
for  the  House  to  punue,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  it  WBB  placed  by  the 
continued  determination  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick  county,  than  to  adopt  the 
Resolution  proposed  by  tho  hon.  Member 
for  Oxford  University,  This  question  bad 
assumed  a  much  more  serious  character 
than  when  it  originally  arose;  because  it 
was  now  connected  with  the  important  con- 
siderations just  addressed  to  the  House  by 
the  hoD.  and  learned  Member  (Mr.  O'Ci 
Dell);  and  the  House  was  not  now  to  ci 
sider  whether  it  would  interfere  with 
hon.  Member  who  had  refused  to  obey  its 
Orders,  but  further,  whether  there  were 
not  a  portion  of  its  Members  who  were  be- 
yond its  control — who  had  an  independent 
authority  distinct  from  the  power  of  the 
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House  over  the  other  Members — and  whe- 
it  were  not  competent  to  them  to  re- 
fuse obedience  to  any  Orders  which  com- 
eir  attendance  on  Committees  on 
any  subjects  not  connected  with  the  local 
interests  of  the  country  to  which  they  be- 
longed ?  Consider,  for  a  moment,  what 
the  present  position  of  the  general 
question.  In  February,  1S46,  it  was  con- 
sidered necesaarj,  in  consequence  of  the 
pressure  of  business  arising  out  of  the 
number  of  applications  for  Railway  Bills, 
that  the  House  should  come  to  a  Resolu- 
tion that  the  Committees  should  be  formed 
of  five  Members,  to  be  chosen  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  itself  established  b;  a 
Resolution  of  the  House  in  1839  ;  and 
these  Resolutions  hanng  passed,  every 
Member  of  the  House  was  supposed  virtu- 
ally to  have  given  his  consent  to  them. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  (Ur,  W, 
S.  O'Brien)  was  as  much  a  party  to  them, 
and  as  much  bound  by  them,  as  any  other 
Member,  English  or  Scotch;  nor  did  that 
hon.  Gentleman  then  take  any  objection, 
as  he  might  have  done,  aupposing  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  and  learned  Heml>er 
(Mr,  O'Connell)  to  be  well  founded,  that 
such  a  Resolution  would  not  attach  to  the 
Irish  Members,  and  compel  them  to  attend 
upon  any  Railway  Bills  not  connected  with 
Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  submitted  to 
those  Resolutions,  which  were  passed  for 
tho  convenience  of  the  House.  Now,  the 
hon.  Member  having  been  chosen  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection  to  attend  on  this 
group  of  Private  Bills,  referred  the  Com- 
mittee to  hisletteroflastyear,  in  which  he 
had  given  the  reasons  why  he  should  refuse 
such  an  attendance;  thus  virtually  incorpo- 
rating those  reasons  into  his  present  letter. 
In  the  letter  of  last  year,  the  hon.  Member 


'  "  EiparlBDoe  and  obMrvation  at  length  farcail 
Dpon  m;  mind  the  aoKTiction  tlut  the  British  Par- 
Lament  ii  incompetent,  through  wont  of  know- 
ledge, if  not  throagh  wont  of  ineliaation,  to  legis- 
bta  wliel;  for  Ireland  :  and  that  our  national  in- 
tflrests  can  bo  protected  and  fostered  only  through 
the  initrumoBtaiity  of  an  Irish  Legiilsture." 
So  that  the  hon.  Gentleman,  a  Memlrar  of 
tho  Imperial  Legislature,  anxious  as  it 
waa  to  advance  the  interests  of  OTery  part 
of  the  Empire,  declared  that  that  Legisla- 
ture was  incompetent  to  perform  its  doty; 
aod  that  Irish  legislation  ought  to  be  con- 
fined to  an  Irish  Legislature;  refusing  upon 
that  ground  to  join  with  the  other  Membera 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament  in  performing 
bis  duty  as  a  Member  of  it.  He  added— 
"  Oesiridg  that  nwM  but  the  B«pre««ilativei  of 
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Lhe  Iriih  lutiDii  ihoold  Ugiilato  for  Ireland, 
lute  no  wiah  to  intermeddle  vith  the  ftfbin  of 
EagUnd  or  Scotluid,  meept  [n  bo  &r  u  thev  tOAJ 
he  coiinected  with  tbe  intereats  of  Ireland,  or  with 
the  geuerml  polic;  of  the  Empire." 

Now,  if  it  was  competent  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  decliao  to  serve  upon  anj  Commit- 
tees except  those  connected  with  the  in- 
terests of  Ireland,  it  must  be  equally  in  the 
power  of  every  hon.  Member  to  refuse  to 
BCrve  upon  anj  Committeea  not  connected 
vith  the  interests  of  his  own  particular  part 
uf  the  Empire;  and  it  would  be  perfectly 
impossible  that  the  duties  of  the  House 
could  be  performed  satisfactorily  to  the 
public,  or  at  all,  if  every  bon.  Member  were 
to  have  a  right  of  independent  choice  as  to 
the  particular  part  of  the  duties  he  owed 
to  tne  country  whicji  he  would  perform. 
No  doubt  there  was  a  distinction,  as  far  as 
the  subject-matter  went,  between  Bills  re- 
lating to  public  affairs  and  Bills  connected 
merdj-  with  private  interests;  but  the  du- 
ties of  Members  of  the  Legislature  were 
the  same,  whether  in  respect  of  public  or 
private  Bills;  it  was  only  in  respect  of 
their  character  as  legislators  that  ihcy 
could  have  any  control  whatever  over  Bills 
affecting  particular  and  local  interests. 
Then  the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick,  aot 
laying  that  it  was  inconvenient  to  attend 
on  this  occasion,  and  that  he  would  give 
his  services  nt  some  future  time,  distinctly 
gave  tbe  Committee  to  understand  that  te 
vould  servo  on  no  Committee  which  was 
not  connected  with  Irish  affairs;  and  what 
was  the  House  to  do  under  these  circum- 
Btonces  ?  Suppose  he  had  defied  the  power 
of  the  House  altogether,  and  said  he  would 
attend  no  Committees  at  all;  the  House 
would  clearly  bo  compelled  to  vindicate  its 
authority,  and  adopt  such  a  resolution  as 
vas  now  proposed.  But  did  not  this  an- 
swer amount  to  tbe  same  thing  f  It  was 
considered  convenient,  and  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  public,  and  important  and  ne- 
cessary, that  the  bon.  Member  should  be 
•elected  for  a  particular  duty;  every  one 
would  admit  that  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, to  which  the  House,  by  its  Resolution, 
intrusted  the  power  of  choosing  Members 
for  these  services,  performed  its  office  care- 
fully and  forbearingly  towards  bon.  Mem- 
bers; and  the  question  was,  whether  tbe 
House  was  or  was  not  to  support  the  act 
of  its  Committee,  and  uphold  and  vindicate 
its  own  authority  ?  What  said  the  hon. 
and  learned  Meniher  in  answer  to  the 
charge,  as  it  must  bo  called,  made  agaiust 
tbe  hon.  iVember  for  Limerick,  of  having 
aegl9cted  bia  duty  ia  this  leapecti  «a&  4i%-' 
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obeyed  the  OrderB  of  tlie  Hoiua,  uid  timtty 
been  guilty  of  a  eontempt  ?  Why,  thit 
there  was  no  iutentioiud  disrespect;  aad 
that  the  hon.  Member  hod  not  wilhiUybetB 
giulty  of  a  contemptuous  set,  beeauw  h« 
had  a  very  strong  impreuioa  with  regard 
to  the  validity  of  his  objection,  and  was, 
therefore,  perfectly  justified  in  acting  npoa 
it.  But  couid  the  House  believe  that  the 
hou.  Member  was  not  perfectly  aware  that 
he  was  a  Member  of  the  Hotue  of  Com- 
mons— a  House  representing  the  whole 
Empire — aware  of  the  Resolutions  of  thf 
12th  of  February,  1846— awa»  that  Im 
was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  party  to 
them — and  aware  that  it  was  his  datv,  as  ■ 
Member  of  the  House,  to  obej  its  Orden! 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  howerer, 
called  upon  the  House  to  pause  and  be  care- 
ful of  the  steps  it  took,  since  it  might  bate 
no  power  to  interfere  in  the  way  proposed 
— first,  because  no  power  of  this  dMeriptida 
was  conferred  upon  it  by  the  Act  of  Union; 
and  next,  because  the  aatboritj  exercised 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection  was  new, 
and  no  Committee  had,  nntil  now,  had  sneh 
stringent  powers  conferred  upon  it.  Now, 
the  objection  founded  upon  the  Act  of 
Union  was  rather  calculated  to  excite  a*- 
tonishment,  for  the  Third  Article  in  the 
Act  was — 

"  That  the  uid  United  Kingdom  be  repreiested 
in  one  and  the  ume  ParliaineDt,  to  be  s^ImI  tb 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  at  Gnat  B(i- 

tain  nnd  Ireland." 

Provision  being  made  by  another  Article 
for  incorporating  into  this  Imperial  Paifi^ 
ment  a  certain  number  of  Irish  Hembeis, 
who  were  to  form  part  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Surely  nobody,  not  even  tlie 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  would  dispute 
that  immediately  on  those  Members  b«D2 
incorporated  into,  and  becoming  a  part  of 
the  House,  they  were  subject  to  all  the 
liabilities  and  obnoxious  to  the  same  pow- 
ers as  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons before  the  Union.  It  was  difficult  to 
understand  what  tbe  hon.  and  learned 
Member  meant  by  saying  there  was  no 
statutable  power  given  to  the  House  to 
proceed  to  eitremitj^  against  a  refractoij 
Member;  for  it  was  inherent  m  ereiy  body 
which  hod  public  functions  to  discharge,  M 
the  importance  of  those  committed  to  ^t 
Assembly,  that  they  might  enforce  the  at- 
tendance of  their  members  when  necesaaiy 
for  the  performance  of  thosefunctions;  nor 
need  such  a  power  he  expressly  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  Lojpslature,  or  any  other 
'i^]KD.  'biia  cnm-,  VMh  «  bod; 
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irould  be  perfectly  powerleia  MoA  faelplese 
vith  regard  to  its  mnctiona,  if,  finding  it 
requisite  for  their  due  and  satiefactory  per- 
formance, it  were  to  impose  certain  duties 
upon  sOTne  of  its  members,  and  thej  were 
to  be  at  liberty  to  refuse  altogether  to  per- 
fonn  the  duties  so  delegated  to  them. 
Clearly,  therefore,  the  House  wanted  no 
Act  of  the  Legislature  to  confer  upon  it 
Une  power,  wUch  was  thus  requisite  for 
the  discharge  of  its  high  and  important 
duties  to  tho  public;  and  the  Order  of  the 
House  upon  the  subject  was  binding  upon 
all  its  Members;  if  one  were  at  liberty  to 
refuse  obedience,  each  in  his  turn  might 
do  the  same,  and  there  would  be  an  entire 
stop  put  to  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  and  all  its  capacity  to  discharge  ' 
duties.  It  must  be  admitted  that  no  power 
of  the  kind  in  question  was  expressly  given 
by  the  Act  of  Union;  but  for  this  reason 
there  was  no  necessity  for  it.  But  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  urged  that 
the  Committee  of  Selection  baa  powers 
given  to  it  whio  h  were  perfectly  noTel  ad 
infinitely  more  stringent  than  any  previously 
confided  to  a  Committee.  It  might  be  so; 
but  the  House  in  its  wisdom  thought  proper 
togire  it  those  powers,  it  being  found  per- 
fectly impracticable  for  the  House  to  dis- 
charge the  burdensome  duties  cast  upon  it 
this  Session  without  delegating  a  portion 
of  its  powers  in  this  way  to  that  Committee; 
the  hon.  Member,  therefore,  had  refused 
obedience  to  an  authority  which  he  with 
others  had  consented  to  establish.  The 
hon.  Member  must  perfectly  well  know  that 
he  was  guilty  of  wilful  disobedience  to  the 
Orders  of  the  House  hy  refusing  to  attend 
this  Committee:  there  was  no  inadvertence 
or  mistake  on  bis  part;  in  his  place  in  the 
House,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  excuse 
himself,  he  bad  referred  to  his  correspond- 
ence with  the  Committee  of  Selection  for 
the  grounds  on  which  he  resisted  the  au' 
thority  of  the  House;  and  how  was  it  poa- 
sible  to  say  that  there  was  no  wilful  con- 
tempt on  his  part,  or  that  there  could  he 
any  excuse  for  hia  determined  and  perse- 
vering reBiBtance  to  tho  authority  of  the 
Committee  appointed  by  ^e  House  ?  It 
was  not  agreeable  to  bim  (the  Attorney 
General)  to  be  tho  advocate  of  any  severe 
nftosures  against  any  one,  much  less  agunst 
on  hon.  Member  of  the  House;  but  the 
House  had  no  course  to  pursue  but  to 
adopt  this  Resolution.  It  was  impossible 
that  it  could  submit  to  allow  its  authority 
to  be  defied  in  tluB  manner;  it  must  endea- 
Tour  to  vindicate  it,  although  that  might 
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impose  on  it  the  necessity  of  proceeding  to 
extreme  measures,  as  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  this  Motion  behig  adopted.  No 
eicnse  had  been  offered — no  answer  given; 
hut  the  perseverance  of  the  bon.  Member 
in  resisting  tho  authority  of  the  House 
might  he  said  to  have  even  placed  bim  in 
a  worse  position  than  the  correspondence 
with  the  Committee.  Deeply  regretting 
the  necessity  for  the  present  step,  he  felt 
that  the  House  bad  uo  other  course  to  pur- 
sue than  to  agree  to  the  Motion  before  it. 

Ms.  E.  B.  ROCHE  also  regretted  that 
it  should  be  thought  necessary  to  introduce 
this  subject  at  present ;  Arat,  because  the 
ultimate  result  of  this  course  would,  per- 
haps, he  to  compel  those  who  concurred  in 
the  propriety  of  the  course  adopted  by  the 
bon.  Member  for  Limerick  to  take  mea- 
sures which  might  impede  tho  business  of 
tbo  House  to  a  great  extent ;  and  he 
should  always  regret  that  anything  should 
arise  to  interfere  with  the  just  and  legiU- 
mato  proceeding  of  its  business.  Much 
more  ho  regretted  the  adoption  of  this 
course,  because,  if  it  were  persevered  id, 
there  would  arise  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 

fle  of  Ireland,  who  could  not  enter  into 
arliamentary  technicalities,  a  strong  im- 
pression that  in  pursuing  this — he  might 
almost  say,  persecution  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
the  House  was  visiting  upon  him  a  cer- 
tain degree  of— not  enmity,  for  that  was 
too  strong  an  expression,  but,  at  all  events, 
hostility.  It  was  to  be  regretted  exceed- 
ingly that  the  House  should  adopt  any 
course  which  might  aggravate  the  quarrel 
between  the  two  countries.  He  felt  quite 
incapable  of  entering  into  the  argument  on 
the  power  of  the  House  ;  no  doubt  it  had 
the  power  to  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief ; 
but  if  it  could  punish  for  this  refusal  to  at- 
tend a  Committee,  it  ought  to  pause  before 
making  use  of  that  power.  With  regard 
to  the  private  business  of  the  House,  many 
bon.  Members  mnst  agree,  that  it  was  not 
carried  on  in  a  manner  either  convenient 
satisfactory  to  them.  Every  one  who 
had  had  the  misfortune  to  sit  on  a  Railway 
Committee — and  ho  was  one — must  have 
this  conviction  on  his  mind,  that  if  he 
really  attended  to  the  business  of  that 
Committee,  sitting  from  twelve  to  four 
o'clock,  entering  on  the  varied  questions 
before  him,  and  deciding  on  matters  of 
great  importance,  involving  the  expenditure 
of  large  sums  of  money,  it  was  quite  im- 
possible for  that  Member  to  come  down  to 
the  House  and  give  the  attention  which  bo 
ought  to  do  to  mft«sax«b  fe^  Tjtwsa^Jnj.t'^QSi 
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genenl  bcne6t  of  the  coontry  ;  therefore, 
if  no  other  good  arose  out  of  this  qnentioD 
— if  it  Buggeateii  the  proprietjr  of  some  al- 
teration in  the  mode  of  carrjing  on  their 
privato  businesB,  it  would  be  of  great  ad- 
Tantagc.  Ab  to  the  case  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick,  if  they  went  on  with 
the  proceediogs  against  him,  what  would 
be  the  result?  The  hoii.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  last  spoke  (the  Attorney 
General)  bad  read  a  paragraph  from  the 
letter  of  the  hon.  }i(embcr  for  Limericlc,  in 
which  be  introduced  the  question  that  that 
House  was  not  fit  to  govern  Ireland  with 
anything  like  advantage  to  that  country. 
Now,  there  was  no  douht  that  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  agreed  with  his 
hon.  Friend,  that  that  House,  either 
through  ignorance  or  a  hostile  feeling  to 
Ireland,  was  not  fit  to  make  laws  for  that 
country.  Would  the  course  now  proposed 
to  the  House  alter  that  impression,  or  at 
all  mend  the  matter  ?  He  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  any  dispute  about  the  power  of 
that  House  ;  hut  he'felt  strongly,  that,  if 
they  should  eiercise  the  powers  they  pos- 
sessed to  the  extent  of  imprisoning  hia  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Limerick,  they 
would  not  only  be  doing  an  injustice  to 
him,  but  a  great  injustice  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  Ireland.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  had  on  tlic  Paper  a 
Motion  relative  to  an  inquiry  into  the 
general  condition  of  Ireland;  and  there  was 
a  Motion  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
coming  on  for  giving  two  additional  Mem- 
bers to  the  county  of  Cork  ;  these  were 
questions  of  groat  importance,  on  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  would  be 
prevented  from  expressing  his  sentiments, 
if  the  House  should  resolve  to  place  him 
in  custody  of  the  Serjeant-at-Arms.  The 
hon.  Member  would  also  be  prevented  from 
being  present  on  Friday  night,  when  the 
question  of  the  Coercion  Bill  came  on  for 
discussion,  and  thus  the  important  consti- 
tuency of  the  county  of  Limerick  would  be 
unrepresented  on  all  these  occasions.  But, 
nora  than  all,  he  was  bound  to  tell  them, 
that  if  they  pursued  the  proposed  course, 
they  would  exasperate  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  ;  and  he  could  not  too 
strongly  impress  upon  them  whether  the 
necessity  of  communicating  to  Ireland  a 
message  of  peace  was  not  infinitely  greater 
than  insisting  upon  any  technical  questions 
which  might  arise  in  that  House. 

Mr.  WARBUBTON  soid,  that  if,  by 
his  concurrence  in  the  present  Motion,  he 
TBS  merely  giving  expression  to  his  disap- 


proTftl  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  ban. 
Member  for  Limerick,  he  shonM  have  no 
hesitation  whatever  in  giving  it  his  support. 
But  a  Motion  calling  upon  the  House  ta 
pronounce  one  of  its  Members  guilty  of  a 
contempt  towards  it,  naturally  led  to  another 
preceding  that— namely,  of  pronoimdng  a 
judgment  upon  the  refractory  Member. 
The  next  Motion  consequently  must  be  that 
lie  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  be  oon- 
mitted  to  the  Tower.  [Hon.  Mexbebs: 
To  the  Bar.]  Brought  to  the  bar  rf 
that  House,  and  then,  being  placed  in  the 
custody  of  the  Serjeant,  the  next  step 
would  be  to  send  him  to  the  Town.  Now, 
he  was  not  going  to  dispute  the  point;  but 
he  must  say  that  he  did  not  approve  of  the 
course  taken  in  respect  to  csdiing  into  ex- 
ercise the  powers  of  the  House  on  this  oc- 
casion. If  the  House  were  to  be  called  on 
to  commit  to  the  custody  of  the  Serjea&t- 
at-Arms  every  Member  who  refused  or 
neglected  to  scrveon  its  Select  Committees, 
he  did  not  know  how  many  foolish  Mem- 
bers of  that  House  there  might  not  be  who 
would  bravo  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of 
Parliament  in  this  respect.  The  House 
had  occasionally  shc^n  great  severity  to- 
wards persons  who,  not  being  Members, 
had  offended  against  its  rales.  But  there 
great  principles  were,  or  were  supposed  to 
be,  at  stake;  and  he  had  entirely  approved 
of  the  course  adopted  on  those  occasions. 
But  at  present  he  could  not  refrain  from 
asking  what  good  would  result  from  the 
course  proposed  to  be  pursued,  and  what 
did  the  House  propose  to  do  after  the  Mo- 
tion had  been  agreed  to?  What  would  be 
gained  by  forcing  Members  to  attend  at 
Select  Committees?  Suppose  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  s^d,  "  I  can't  dis- 
pute your  authority" — and  sat  upon  a  Com- 
mittee, but  during  his  attendance  paid  no 
kind  of  attention  to  the  business  before 
him.  ["  Oh.  oh!"]  Hon.  Members  might 
cry  "  Oh!"  but  was  not  it  quite  possible 
that  such  a  proceeding  might  be  adopted  by 
him  or  any  other  hon.  Member  forced  to 
act  against  his  will  on  a  Committee?  If 
any  hon.  Member  was  so  unwilling  to  serve 
on  a  Committee,  was  it  likely  that  his  ser- 
vices would  be  of  any  value?  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Liskeard  told  him 
that  all  were  unwilhng  to  serve;  but  te 
must  say  he  saw  no  good  in  continuing  to 
force  such  an  office  on  unwilling  Members. 
\Miat  was  the  reverse  of  the  state  of  things 
which  he  had  supposed?  Was  there  any 
lack  of  volunteers  in  the  service  of  tb« 
Select  Committeee?    Why,  the  right  bou. 
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Baronet  opposite  bad  at  dte  close  of  the 
last  Session  complimented  the  House  upon 
the  assiduitj  with  which  individual  Mem- 
bers bad  discharged  the  fatiguing  duties  of 
attending,  day  after  day,  at  the  Select 
GomDiitteeB;  and  would  it  now  be  euppoaed 
that  the  mere  circumstance  of  one  or  two 
Members  giving  such  an  absurd  reply  to  a 
summons  to  attend  Committees,  as  that 
which  had  occasioned  the  present  Motion, 
vas  to  deprive  the  country  in  future  of  the 
valuable  services  referred  to  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet?  So  far  from  that  being 
likely,  he  (Mr.  Warburton)  thought  not 
the  slightest  di^crence  would  be  made 
between  the  present  and  the  preceding 
Session.  The  course  ho  should  advise  the 
House  to  adopt  was,  that  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  should  give  a  special  reason  for 
his  desire  or  determination  to  be  absent 
from  the  Select  Committee  to  which  he 
should  bo  appointed,  should  be  exempted 
from  attending  at  such  Committee;  but 
that  it  should  be  an  instruction  to  the  said 
Committee  to  report  the  names  of  such 
Member  to  the  llouse.  He  could  not  of 
course  foretell  what  the  consequences  oi 
such  a  proceeding  would  bo  to  the  hon. 
Members  fur  Ireland  ;  but  with  respect  to 
English  Members  he  considered,  that  when 
such  a  foolish  answer  as  that  out  of  which 
the  present  Motion  arose,  should  be  e 
known  to  their  constituents,  the  resuU 
would  be,  they  would  not  again  trouble 
such  persons  with  the  task  of  repreaentiug 
them  in  Parliament.  He  should  beg  leave 
to  conclude,  by  moving  as  an  Amendment 
to  the  present  Motion — 


"To  li 


out  from  the  word  '  esqoiro' 


othe 


end  at  the  queitioD,  in  order  to  tdii  the  words 
•  and  snj  other  Members  of  this  House,  who 
thecoursoof  thepreseat  Session  ■naj'  think  proper 
to  signify  to  the  Cammittco  or  Selection  that  they 
flaim,  on  special  grounds,  to  bo  exempted  from 
•erviug  on  Select  CoimniCteci  on  Hailwaj  Bills, 
■hall  be  exempted  Bccordingl; :  nud  that  it  be  an 
Instruction  to  the  Conuaittee  of  Selection  to  re- 
port to  the  House  the  names  of  all  such  Members 
a4  may  so  claim  to  be  specinltj  exempted,  and  the 
grounds  assigned  for  such  exempti 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNELL  differed  from  the 
hon.  Member  who  spoke  last,  with  reference 
to  the  epithet  he  bad  applied  to  the 
duct  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Limericl 
believed  that  House  and  the  country 
iind  that  the  people  of  Ireland  approved  of 
his  conduct,  and  that,  instead  of  thinki 
it  foolish  or  unwarrantable,  thoy  would 
gord  it  as  in  perfect  accordance  with  what 
was  due  to  the  interests  of  Ireland.  Ho 
also  differed  with  the  hon.  Member  when 


he  aud  that  a  person  who  was  an  unwilling 
Member  of  a  Committee  would  not  attend  to 
the  duties  of  that  Committee.  He  had  beea 
an  unwilling  Member  of  a  Committeefor  the 
last  three  weeks,  and  would  prohablj  be  for 
three  months  to  come;  but  though  he  was 

[willing  Member,  be  bad  endeavoured  to 
the  best  of  his  ability  to  attend  to  the  busi- 
ness before  it.  At  the  same  time,  he  must 
declare  that  be  did  not  consider  the  House 
had  any  right  to  call  upon  him  to  serve 

that  Committee.    He  agreed  with  his 

id  the  ban.  Member  for  Limerick.  Ha 
was  not  in  the  same  difficulty  with  him 

as  he  knew  that  if  he  had  refused  to 
serve  he  should  bave  been  committed  to 
the  custody  of  the  SerjeaDt-at-Arms,  and 
thus  been  unable  to  oppose  the  Coercion 
Bill,  which  he  regarded  as  a  higher  duty 
to  Ireland.  His  hon.  Friend  considered 
the  first  brunt  of  the  battle  as  over,  and 
that  be  might  now  try  the  principle  of  bis 
liability  to  serve  on  Railway  Committee^. 
He  {Mr.  J.  O'Connell),  however,  regretted 
the  course  he  had  taken  in  this  matter,  as 
he  thought  bis  services  to  Ireland  would 
have  been  better  rendered  in  still  further 
opposing  the  Coercion  Bill.  It  might, 
perhaps,  be  presumption  in  him  to  give  an 
opinion  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  Teamed 
Attorney  General  ;  but  he  must  say  he  did 
not  think  be  had  met  the  arguments  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork,  There  was  no 
special  statute  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
Irish  Members  on  such  Committees.  It 
was  not  said  that  there  was  any  citensiou 
of  the  clause  bearing  on  this  subject  to 
Irish  Members;  if  it  was  meant  for  Ireland 
a  special  statute  should  have  been  passed ; 
so  that  he  did  not  think  the  argument  of 
the  bon.  Member  for  Cork  had  been  an- 
swered. If  that  House  considered  that  the 
Irish  Members  were  bound  in  this  matter 
by  the  Act  of  Union,  and  insisted  on  the 
observance  of  that  Act,  then  it  ought  to 
observe  all  the  other  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  Union,  and  insist  on  tbem  as  ntrongly  as 
it  insisted  ou  this.  They  could  raise  this 
grand  objection  to  any  coercion  imposed 
upon  them  under  that  Union,  that  Ireland 
was  not  a  party  to  the  Union.  It  was  a 
Treaty  in  name  ;  in  fact  forced  upon  her 
when  she  had  not  the  power  to  express  tho 
will  of  her  people.  The  House,  therefore, 
could  not  he  surprised  if  tbey  were  not 
disposed  to  pay  attention  to  its  demands, 
when  they  considered  that  the  law  and  the 
Constitution  did  not  require  tbem  to  do  so. 
He  thought,  then,  that  his  Friend  the  hon. 
Member  for  LimericlL  woa  <d'^  ^\^xiv> 
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Butance  in  this  bstance,  though  he  de- 
plored that,  in  present  circumBtancei  he 
might  he  prevented  from  attending  to  resist 
the  Coercion  Bill ;  but  he  thought  that, 
consideriog  this  to  be  a  matter  of  principlt 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  House  ought 
to  adopt  tho  reeonunendation  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  moved  the  Amendment. 

Hr.  BROTHERTON  had  no  intention 
of  sajing  a  single  word  on  the  subject,  but 
waa  induced  by  what  had  fallen  mim  the 
hoD.  Member  for  Kilkenny  to  make  oni 
two  remarks.  He  considered  it  as 
honour  and  a  priTilcge  of  every  Member  to 
endeavour  to  do  his  duty,  whether  in  that 
Home  or  in  Committee  ;  and  he  thought 
the  less  power  they  had  the  more  they  felt 
the  power  they  possessed.  He  would  rather 
have  men  acting  on  a  principle  of  hoi 
than  by  coercive  laws.  Ho  had  the  fullest 
confidence  that  if  hon.  Members  were  at 
liberty  either  to  attend  the  Committees 
not,  such  was  his  reliance  on  their  i 
tegrity  that  ho  believed  they  would  seldom 
foil  in  attention  to  their  duties.  And  he 
must  Bay,  that  if  a  Member  chose  to  shrink 
teom  any  duty  he  was  called  upon  to  per- 
form, he  would  rather  leave  nim  to  his 
constituents,  than  attempt  to  compel  him 
to  perform  it.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  another  object  in  view.  He  would  be 
better  pleased  if  they  sent  him  to  the 
Tower  than  by  any  other  course  they  could 
adopt.  Now,  he  did  not  want  to  gratify 
him — he  did  not  wish  to  make  a  martyr  of 
him ;  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
House  would  come  to  the  determination  to 
adopt  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kendal. 

Mr.  M.  O'COXSELL  denied  that  there 
was  any  shrinking  from  the  discharge  of  a 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  bon.  Member  for 
Limerick.  Be  might  probably  have  a  mis- 
taken notion  of  his  duty,  but  wa.t  incapable 
of  shrinking  from  what  he  considered  his 
duty.  If  he  hod  had  any  idea  of  shrinking, 
there  was  nothing  easier  for  him  than  to 
have  set  off  for  Ireland,  from  which  they 
would  not  have  found  it  very  safe  or  easy 
to  bring  him  back. 

Sir  0.  GREY  thought  no  other  course 
was  open  to  the  House  but  to  adopt  tho 
Resolution  of  the  hon.  Membcrfor  Oxford. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  in  the  very 
temperate  observations  he  had  made,  ad- 
mitted that  the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick 
had  been  guilty  of  contempt,  because  lie 
disobeyed  the  orders  of  a  Committee ;  but 
it  must  be  evident  that  the  hon.  Member 
was  gaUtj  ftlSQ  of  contempt  towfttda  the 


{COUUONS}  Befiualto  1173 

House.  The  hon.  Membm  did  not  aUt^ 
tho  Committee,  tad  mn  order  m»  iwDsd 
that  he  should  attend.  The  Hatiaa  of  te 
hon.  Member  for  Oxford  was,  th«t,  harinf 
disputed  the  Order  of  the  Hoom  Iimh^ 
yesterday,  the  hon.  Member  for  Limeriek 
was  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  Uutt  Hoom  ; 
and  he  did  not  see  how  th^  could  kbstuB 
from  asserting,  under  such  circumatanmi, 
their  authority.  If  the  Houne  gkre  as 
order  for  a  Member  to  attend  a  Committee, 
andif  that  Member  refiiBed.wiihont  mafchig 
a  sufficient  excuse,  they  must  hold  that  ta 
was  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  that  Honae ; 
otherwise  it  would  be  giving^  op  all  the 
authority  it  possessed.  The  qaeetion  be- 
fore them  was  not  one  of  punishment — for 
in  the  first  instance  they  were  called  upon  to 
adopt  a  Resolution  declaring^  the  hoa. 
Member  guilty  of  contempt.  It  had  been 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  *>■■* 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  had  no  wid 
to  show  contempt  to  the  Houae.  If  «i«t 
were  the  case,  he  might,  perhaps,  iriiea 
he  knew  the  decision  to  which  they  had 
come,  recede  from  the  position  be  had 
taken  up  ;  but  at  present  the  question  was, 
whether  there  wasany  contempt  manifested; 
and  he  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  any  one  that  the  disobedience 
of  the  boo.  Member  for  Idmerick  lUd 
amount  to  a  contempt  of  the  House. 

Sir  R.  peel  :  I  am  much  surprised 
that  any  oue  should  suppose  that  any  party, 
in  coming  to  a  decision  on  this  qnestiati, 
was  influenced  by  feelings  of  hostility  to- 
wards the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick.  I 
believe  that  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
House  is,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  very 
great  regret  that  this  matter  has  been 
brought  forward.  This,  however,  is  not 
the  first  time  in  which  the  deciuon  of  the 
House  has  been  necessarily  taken  on  a 
question  of  this  kmd.  In  the  eourse  of 
this  Session  the  hon.  Member  for  Win- 
chester declined  to  serve  upon  a  Committee 
to  which  he  had  been  appointed ;  aad  as- 
signed as  his  reason  for  declining  to  serve 
on  that  Private  Committee,  that  he  was 
already  serving  on  two  Public  Comnuttees, 
and  that  he  thought  his  public  incompatible 
with  his  private  duty.  He  appealed  to  the 
House,  but  his  objection  was  overruled; 
and  he  was  informed  that  he  was  bound  to 
attend  to  the  order  of  the  House.  An 
order  wos  made  to  that  effect,  when  the 
hon.  Alcmbcr  said,  that  if  such  was  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  he  should  at  once 
its  decision  ;  and  though  he  might 
.  neglect  his  public  duties  on  the  CommiHMt 
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to  vliieh  he  had^retiouBly  been  appointed, 
he  thoold  attend  to  hiR  privftte  doty  in  the 
Committee  of  vhich  he  hod  been  selected 
u  a  Member.  Such  being  the  principle 
which  has  goided  the  House  on  qneiti 
of  this  nAtare,  it  aeems  to  me  almost 
pouible  to  impute  our  proceedings  in  the 
pretent  cue  to  an;  hoslihty  towards  the 
non.  Member  for  Limerick.  There  is 
another  case.  In  1830,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Cork  refused  to  attend 
ft  Committee  of  AppetJ,  to  which  he  had 
been  appointed,  and  aasieried  s  reason 
which  the  House  did  not  await  to  be  valid. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  did  not 
on  that  oooasion  attribute  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  to  any  hostility  towards  him- 
self ;  but,  greatly  to  his  honour,  bowed 
th^  decision  of  the  House,  and  performed 
the  duty  assigned  to  him.  In  the  present 
case,  the  correspond  en  ce  which  has  taken 
place  clearly  shows  that  if  there  had  been 
any  objection  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick,  other  than  an  objec- 
tion cm  principle  to  serre  on  Committees, 
the  Sdect  Committee  were  desiroas  of 
giving  it  their  attention,  with  the  riew  of 
excusing  the  hon.  Gentleman  from  the 
perfonuance  of  his  duty.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  informed  that,  like  other  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
he  would  be  called  on  to  perform  his  duty 
on  Committees ;  and  that  if  any  particu- 
lar time  was  inconvenient,  another  period 
would  be  chosen.  But  the  hon.  Oentleman 
peremptorily  refused  to  attend  at  all ;  and 
assigned  as  a  reason  his  determination  to 
attend  no  Private  Committees  except  such 
as  were  connected  with  the  affturs  of  Ire- 
land. Now,  I  know  of  no  course  which 
the  Committee  could  take  in  a  case  like 
&is  except  to  report  to  the  House  ;  snd  I 
know  of  DO  course  which  the  House  can 
take,  after  having  made  the  order  of  yes- 
terday, except  to  affirm  the  resolution  which 
has  been  proposed.  The  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kendal,  that  we 
should  rescind  the  order  of  yesterday,  and 
that,  instead  of  making  the  attendance  of 
Members  on  Committees  compulsory,  we 
should  allow  every  Member  to  act  or  not, 
assigning  what  reason  he  thinks  proper,  is 
an  Amendment  hardly  worthy  of  the  long 
standing  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  this 
House.  Suppose  Members  were  allowed 
.  to  assign  special  reasons.  Is  not  the 
.special  reason  of  the  idler,  that  he  is  idle, 
and  does  not  choose  to  perform  bis  duty  ? 
Whatever  course,  then,  may  be  taken,  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  giro  its  sanction 


to  an  Amendment  of  that  natnre.  It  is  of 
the  greatest  importance,  in  my  ofdnion, 
that  we  should  on  all  questions  support  the 
legitimate  authority  of  this  House,  the 
branch  of  the  Legislature  which  is  con- 
nected with  the  popular  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, The  question  is,  have  we  or 
have  we  not  the  power  to  require  the  atten- 
dance of  Members  on  public  Committees  t 
I  do  not  want  to  enter  mto  any  lengthened 
dieeussion  of  this  point ;  bnt  I  apprehend 
there  can  be  no  distinction  between  serrice 
on  Committees  and  service  in  this  House. 
If  you  deny  our  power  to  compel  servictt 
on  Committees,  you  may  deny  our  power 
to  compel  attendance  in  this  House  for  the 
performance  of  the  most  important  legisla- 
tive duties.  In  the  present  case  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  refusal  to  attend  is  a  denial 
of  power  which  is  essential  to  the  authority 
of  the  House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site says  that  the  Act  of  Union  confers  no 
such  power;  but  I  apprehend  if  tlie  Act 
of  Union  does  not  give  you  that  power,  it 
was  not  from  inadvertence  on  the  part  of 
those  irtio  framed  that  Act,  but  from  a 
belief  that  such  a  power  was  inherent  in 
Parliament,  and  that  we  hold  it  by  pre- 
scription and  the  common  law  of  the  land. 
If  we  are  to  act  on  the  principle  that  we 
have  no  powers  in  cases  ot  this  kind,  except 
such  as  are  conferred  by  statute  on  the 
Speaker,  what  must  we  say  of  our  pro- 
ceedings with  regard  to  the  Members  for 
Scotiand  between  the  period  of  the  Union 
with  that  countrv  and  the  Act  of  Union 
with  Ireland  1  I  apprehend  that  the  Act 
which  united  the  Scotch  and  Enghsh  Par- 
liaments, and  that  which  united  the  Irish 
to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  proceed  upon 
the  same  principle.  In  neither  of  these 
Acts  is  any  statutable  authority  given  to 
the  Speaker  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
Members.  The  great  men  who  drew  up 
these  Acts  refused  to  take  a  statutable 
sanction  for  that  which  rested  on  higher 

runds ;  and,  therefore,  they  did  not  con- 
on  the  Speaker  of  die  United  ParUa- 
ment  an  authorihr  which  the  Speakers  in 
the  respective  Parliaments  ot  Scotland 
and  Ireland  did  not  by  ststnte  possess. 
In  more  recent  times,  when  yon  made  a 
great  change  in  the  representative  system, 
you  took  it  for  granted  that  such  a  power 
as  that  I  have  allnded  to  was  inherent  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  it  would 
continue  to  exist  without  being  reorganized 
by  statute,  notwithstanding  the  change 
then  made.  If  you  decline  to  affirm  the 
Resolution  proposed,  yon  will,  in  jnj-opin- 
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ion,  be  t&king  a  course  dtTogAtary  to  the 
character  of  the  House,  nod  deatructire  of 
the   fuQctlons  and  pririlegea   cBneDtial   to 
performance  of  jour  dutiee.      The  hon. 
and  learned    Geutleman   (Mr.   O'Connell) 
says  that  this  poircr  did  not  inhere  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  because  it  hod  been 
bcstoired  ou  them  by  the  statute  of  Uenrv 
VIIl.;  but  that  vas  a  statute  to  deprive 
Members  of  their  wages,  and  it  is  possible 
that,  irithout  that  statute.  Members  would 
have  had  a  right  to  exact  those  wages.    In 
fact,  this  power  is  dcrired  from  the  same 
source  that  all  the  powers  belonging  to  the 
House  of  CommouH  are  derived  from— tlie 
power  to  make  lavrs  to  bind  the  people, 
for  instance,  and  other  powers  which  rest 
on  grounds  that  will,   1  trust,   never  he 
brouglit  in  question.    I  am  very  sorry  that 
the  Honae  has  been  forced  into  thin  contest. 
Some  Gentlemen   may  wish   to  be  made 
martyrs  of ;  but  that  ia  not  a  ground 
which  to  call  upon  the  House  to  abandon 
this  necessary  power.    I  repeat  I  am  sorry 
for  this  contest,  hut  the  House  is  not 
sponsible  for  bringing  it  on ;  the  hon.  G' 
tleman  hod  the  means  of  avoiding  it,  hut 
he  has  challenged  the  House  to  the  exei 
of  this  power  ;  and  I  consider  that  it  i 
important,  for  the  due  discharge  of 
functions,  that  the  House  should  eie: 
this  power,  however  painful  it  may  he  to 
do  so,  that  I  feel  myself  bound  to  vote  for 
the  Resolution. 

Mn.  H.  GRATTAN  thought  that  his 
hon.  Friend  had  not  deserved  the  remarks 
which  had  been  made  upon  him,  becaust 
he  did  not  wholly  set  at  defiance  the  Ordci 
of  the  House,  lie  had  taken  a  distinction 
upon  a  point  of  law.  His  hon.  Friend  (the 
Member  for  Limerick)  bad  fixed  opinions 
on  the  subject;  and  he  should  only  hope 
that  if  the  House  should  agree  to  pass  this 
Resolution,  for  which  he  (Mr.  Grattan) 
could  not  vote,  they  would  pause  before 
they  took  any  ulterior  steps,  which  he 
thought  could  not  be  satisfactory  to  any 
body. 

Mr.  CALEB  POWELL  was  sure  that 
his  hon.  Colleague  was  confident  that  he 
had  right  on  his  side,  and  but  for  hia  en- 
tertaining that  conviction,  he  ahould  not 
support  his  hon.  Colleague.  Ue  must  say 
that  he  never  saw  anything  more  like  hos- 
tility to  his  hon.  Friend  than  the  tone  in 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  had  spoken.  He  thought 
his  hon.  Friend  had  reason  to  complain  of 
the  tone  both  of  the  Attorney  General  aud 
of  llie  Prime  Minister.    Keither  of  them 
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had  attempted  to  show  that  there  wts  not 
a  strong  distinction  between  the  poeitioB  of 

English  Member  and  «n  Irish  Membs 

the  House.  The  right  htm.  Baraoet 
had  stated,  that  upon  one  occftsion  *n  hen. 
Member,  who  had  refoaed.  to  serve  npm  ■ 
Private  Committee,  had  giveii  way,  btrt  that 
was  not  a  case  in  point,  becanse  the  hua. 
Gentleman  was  an  Eoglisk  Uember,  and 

hon.  Friend  the  Uember  for  LimeTiek 
was  an  Irish  Member.  Another  hon.  Geo- 
had  put  this  qaestion  in  a  light 
which  was  absurd.  He  said  that  the  Hooie 
had  power  to  order  a  Member  to  do  any- 
thing, and  that  if  refused,  it  would  be  a 
contempt.  New,  he  would  put  a  ease: 
suppose  a  Member  who  had  been  a  motw- 
polist  for  the  last  twenty  years  were  rad- 
denly  converted  into  a  determined  fhe 
trader,  and  the  Speaker  were  to  issue  U 
order  that  he  ahould  be  distinguished  i> 
the  Houae  by  his  dress,  and  sit  with  Ids 
coat  turned;  he  should  like  to  know  irtie- 
ther  the  Speaker  would  have  authotitv  to 
enforce  such  an  order?  He  hoped  that 
the  Order  would  not  issue,  becaose  he 
thought  that  if  it  were  enforced,  the  Home 
would  wear  a  very  motley  a[^>earanee.  He 
thought  that  unless  much  stronger  argu- 
ments for  the  Resolution  were  brought  for- 
ward than  those  furnished  by  the  law  offi- 
cers of  the  Crown,  the  House  would  in 
voting  for  it  take  a  step  only  reconcilable 
with  the  principle  of  arbitrary  power. 

Mr.  HUME  rose  in  consequence  of  as 
expression  from  an  hon.  Member  near  him 
(Mr.  C.  Powell)  which,  upon  considention, 
he  thought  he  could  not  maintain,  as  hs 
seemed  to  draw  a  distinction  between  Irish 
and  English  Members.  He  recollected  oc- 
casions when  he  had  contended  that  the 
Irish  Members  were  entitled  to  all  the  pri- 
vileges which  the  English  and  Scotch  Mem- 
bers enjoyed.  If,  then,  they  were  to  have 
all  the  privileges  of  English  Members,  were 
they  to  refuse  to  do  the  duties  imposed 
upon  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  f 
He  had  considered  them  to  bo  placed  npon 
the  same  footing  with  every  other. Uemoet 
of  the  House,  and,  therefore,  that  ihef 
were  to  be  obedient  to  all  the  rules  and 
orders  made  by  that  body.  He  should  ask 
what  difTercuce  there  was  between  Mem- 
bers who  came  into  the  House  under  the 
Reform  Bill  and  others?  Was  there  any 
law  passed  to  give  them  privileges  equal  to 
those  possessed  by  other  Members  of  the 
House?  Ue  apprehended  that  by  becomiiw' 
Itlembers  of  the  House  they  became  enti- 
tled tg  all  its  firivileges,  and  liable  to  all  it* 
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peuJlies.  He  deeplj  deplored  the  step 
which  the  hoa.  Member  for  Limerick  hiul 
teken,  becaose  he  waa  nniiouH  to  KToid 
any  pouible  difference  with  Ireland  at  the 
present  moment.  He  approved,  therefore, 
nighly  of  the  speech  oi  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kilkennj,  woo,  while  admitting  that  he 
outertained  the  aame  opinion  aa  the  hen. 
Member  for  Limerick  upcn  this  question, 
jet  fairly  said  that  whatever  weight  it 
might  have  in  his  mind,  at  the  present 
moment  more  important  duties  to  his  oonn- 
try  induced  him  to  waive  it.  He  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  thinking 
that  there  waa  no  other  oonrse  before  the 
House  than  to  agree  to  the  Resolntion. 
They  might  a«  well  put  an  end  to  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  if  any  Member 
might  do  as  he  pleased.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick  had  any  ezouse  to  offer, 
he  should  have  been  very  ready  to  accept 
even  an  inadequate  ezouse,  in  order  to 
avoid  a  collision  that  was  now  inevitable. 
But  as  the  colliBion  had  taken  place,  and 
as  ihey  must  show  do  partiality,  and  make 
no  difference  between  English,  Scotch,  and 
Irish  Members,  unless  they  acted  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  demonstrate  that  a  Member 
could  not  he  allowed  to  violate  the  regula- 
tions of  the  House  with  impunity,  there 
was  no  prospect  of  maintaining  any  order 
in  future.  If  the  hon.  Member  for  Li- 
merick had  a  fnend  to  advise  him,  he 
might  perhaps  yet  submit  himself  to  the 
authority  of  the  House.  As  to  the  threat 
which  hiid  been  made  respecting  the  Irish 
people,  he  ^d  not  believe  that  the  Irish 

Craple  would  support  the  hon.  Member  for 
tmerick.  "  Of  what  use,"  the  Irish 
pec^e  would  say  to  their  Members,  "  will 
yon  be  to  us,  if  you  do  not  ask  for  eqnal 
rights  with  the  people  of  England  ?"  But 
if  the  Irish  Members  did  not  do  their  duty 
as  Members  of  that  House,  how  could  they 
stand  up  in  it  and  ask  for  equal  rights  for 
their  fellow  countiymcn  ?  If  the  Irish 
people  were  left  to  their  own  sober  judg- 
ment, he  was  sure  that  they  would  sot  ap. 
Sirove  of  the  oonduct  of  the  hon.  Member 
or  Limerick.  Be  approved  of  the  Reso. 
lution,  upon  the  ground  that,  aa  matters 
stood,  the  House  had  no  alternative  but  to 
adopt  it. 

Mb.  EWART  asked  whether  it  were 
competent  to  an  hon.  Member  to  move, 
after  this  vote,  "  That  the  hon.  Member 
had  been  guilty  of  a  contempt,"  had  pass- 
ed, that  it  was  such  an  offence  as  ought 
to  be  visited  by  reprehension,  and  not  by 
committal  t«  the  custody  of  die  Beijeant- 


at-Arms  !  He  wished  to  bear  how  this  was 
before  he  gave  his  vote. 

Sir  T.  WILDE  thought  that  some  of 
the  opinions  which  had  been  expressed  by 
hon.  Members  on  his  ude  of  the  House 
might  account  for  the  conduct  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick,  consistently  with  his 
assertion  that  he  intended  no  disrespect  to 
the  House.  Nerertheless,  he  (Sir  T. 
Wilde]  mnst  say  he  thought  it  difficult  to 
contend  that  an  act  of  disobedience  to  Ae 
express  order  of  the  House  was  not  a  con- 
tempt of  the  House.  But  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber contended  that  he  had  a  higher  duty  to 
perform  than  attending  on  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House.  It  might  be  that  the 
hon.  Member's  mind  was  under  this  dfr. 
lasioo!  but  he  (Sir  T.  Wilde)  deeply  re- 
gretted that  such  a  delusion  should  have 
had  the  authority  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Cork — he  hoped  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  forgive  him 
for  saying  so — but  a  position  more  incon- 
sistent with  Parliamentary  law,  and  with 
common  law,  he  must  say,  with  great  r»> 
spect  for  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
authority,  for  which  on  almost  all  occasions 
he  felt  the  highest  respect,  he  had  never 
heard.  That  position  was  pregnant,  ho 
was  convinced,  with  great  mischief;  for  if 
it  were  sfud  that  the  House,  in  enforcing 
obedience  to  its  own  order  in  this  ease, 
were  assuming  a  power  it  was  not  entitled 
to,  it  might  give  a  character  which  it  was 
most  desirable  should  not  be  given  to  such 
measures  as  it  might  at  any  time  be  neces- 
sary to  adopt  for  effecting  tiie  due  dia- 
eharge  of  their  functions  as  a  House  of 
Commons.  He  should  not  have  risen  except 
that  he  wished  to  express  bis  opinion  that 
the  doctrine  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
wag  pregnant  with  danger.  The  law  of 
Parliament,  he  should  have  supposed,  must 
he  well  understood.  Parliament  possessed 
all  the  powers  necessary  to  enable  it  to  dis- 
charge its  duties.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  correctly  stated  that  »ie  Act  of  Union 
with  Scotland  only  added  certain  Memben 
to  that  House  and  the  House  of  Peers.  It 
was,  however,  never  contended  that  the 
powers  given  by  the  Union  with  Scotland 
^d  not  include  all  powers,  vrithout  which 
Parliament  could  not  exercise  its  functions. 
Could  it  be  said  that  Scotch  Members  were 
not  sent  to  the  House  to  be  as  efficient; 
and  aa  fully  clothed  with  power  and  privi- 
lege as  were  En^ish  Members  }  Could  it 
be  said  that  when  from  time  to  time  new 
Members  were  added  to  the  House,  that 
there  was  any  difference  in  tiie  anlbority 
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of  these  Uembera,  &ny  difTerence  in  the 
authority  of  the  Tlomo,  or  the  authority  of 
Parliament  ?  No,  there  was  none.  All 
that  the  Act  of  Union  had  done,  so  far  as 
regarded  this  question,  was  to  cause  the 
return  of  certain  Memhcrs  from  Ireland,  to 
make  them  Memhers  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liameat.  Tho  character  of  that  Parliament 
was  not  in  any  way  altered  from  what  it 
had  been  from  the  most  ancient  times  ;  it 
continued  to  possess  all  tho  dignity,  all  the 
power,  all  the  privileges  which  had  ever 
belonged  to  it.  What  did  his  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  O'Connell)  mean  when  he 
talked  of  such  and  such  an  Act  not  being 
according  to  the  common  law  ?  The  com- 
mon law  of  what — of  Parliament  or  of  the 
land  ?  Tho  Parliamentary  law  they  had 
often  had  occauion  to  consider.  It  was  a 
peculiar  law,  a  law  by  itself;  its  distinction 
from  common  law  was  admitted:  therefore 
when  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  said  they 
had  no  right  by  common  law  to  enforce  at- 
tendance, he  agreed  with  him.  But  they 
had  that  right  by  tho  taw  of  the  land, 
under  the  name  of  Parliamentary  law — a 
law  aa  old  as  necessary,  as  fully  recog- 
nized as  the  common  law.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  therefore,  he  believed, 
must  have  been  urged  rather  hy  the  desire 
— a  rery  natural  one — of  relieving  a  Friend 
of  his,  than  of  consulting  and  bringing  into 
play  his  own  knowledge  as  a  profound 
lawyer,  which  beyond  all  doubt  he  y 
he  hod  attempted  to  relieve  his 
upon  grounds  attended  with  great  public 
inconvenience;  and  this  House,  when  chal- 
lenged as  to  whether  it  had  authority  to 
deiA  with  its  own  individual  Memhers, 
could  not  hesitate  in  putting  down  the  doc- 
trine that  it  did  not  possess  this  authority, 
by  most  promptly  and  decidedly  exercising 
it.  Therefore  he  hoped  that  the  House 
could  have  no  hesitation  in  believing  that 
it  possessed,  as  the  House  of  Commons  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  a  common  autho- 
rity over  every  Member  within  its  walls. 
What  was  that  authority  ?  It  was  what 
ho  had  stated.  The  House  had  a  right  to 
call  upon  every  Member  to  discharge  his 
Parliamentary  duties  in  such  a  manner, 
and  for  such  a  purpose,  as  it  in  its  wisdom 
might  deem  necessary.  Suppose  the  ne- 
cessity were  represented  to  the  House 
of  suspending  Uio  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
what  would  bo  the  courso  pursued  1 
It  would  he  to  nominate  a  Secret  Commit- 
tee to  examine  the  information  submitted 
to  it,  and  then  to  report  to  the  House.  The 
House  then  hud  power  to  send  its  Members 
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to  this  Committee  to  nutke  an  inqmrj  m- 
sentialperhapa  to  tihe  skfetj  of  ue  eoni- 
try.  He  repeated  that  this  power  rettd 
with  the  Uouse.  Where  was  the  power 
to  serve  tho  country  tf  the  juriadietion  it 
this  matter  of  the  House  irere  denied! 
How  many  questions  relating  to  Uie  Crown, 
the  administration  of  justice,  the  eoDdoct 
of  Ministers,  were  there,  od  all  of  which  it 
was  desirable  to  have  a  Secret  Conunittee! 
And  yet  it  was  ewd  they  had  no  power  to 
send  their  Members  to  such  a  Committee 
He  told  them  that  they  had  a  power  la 
command  the  services  of  any  Member  ai 
they  should  think  essential.  When  the 
principle  of  Parliamentary  pririlege  was 
understood,  all  that  had  been  suggested  bj 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  Caleb 
Powell)  as  to  absurd  regnlations  was  qnile 
heside  the  question.  Parliament  might 
abuse  its  powers  as  courts  of  law  might 
abuse  their  powers.  They  could  not, 
when  it  was  necessary  to  give  power,  pie- 
vent  its  abuse;  hut  were  this  Honsetoteek 
to  abuse  its  power  by  making  any  sach  ab- 
surd regulations  as  those  suggested,  then  it 
wouldsoon  be  taught  repentance,  and  showa 
the  Une  of  its  duty  by  the  public  voice.  It 
was  now  doubted  whether  they  could  send 
one  of  their  Members  to  attend  a  Commit- 
tee. Pray  was  it  doubted  whether  they 
could  send  the  public  to  attend  a  Commit- 
tee; whether  they  could  compel  the  pubhe 
to  give  evidence?  But  how  had  they  the 
power  of  sending  witnesses,  if  witnesses 
bad  the  power  of  refusing  to  go  ?  Had 
they  more  power  over  the  public  out  of  the 
House  than  over  their  own  Memhere  within 
tho  House  t  They  came  here  pledged  to  do 
justice  to  the  public.  Who  were  to  decide 
how  that  justice  was  to  he  done?     The 

fewer  to  decide  must  he  die  will  of  the 
louse— a  power  which  every  one  must  be 
bound  to  obey.  He  took  it  then  that  the 
power  of  ordering  a  Member  to  attend  a 
Committee  was  clear.  But  that,  after  aOf 
was  not  the  question.  The  question  was 
not  whether  or  no  the  ne^ectbg  to  attend 
a  Committee  was  oontcmpt  of  the  House. 
That  need  not  at  this  moment  be  vrgvi. 
They  were  invited  to  consider  the  dieoW 
diencc  to  the  Order  of  yesterday,  and  whe- 
ther that  disobedience  did  not  conatitate  a 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  House. 
It  was  true  that  what  gave  occasion  to  that 
Order  was  the  appointment  of  a  Selent 
Committee.  But  the  House  had  confirmed 
the  power  of  its  Committee.  The  acts  of 
the  one  were  the  acts  of  the  other.  Whai, 
then,  was  their  situation  ?    Ho  waa  rare 
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thftt  Uiera  wu  but  one  feeling  on  th!a  quea- 
tinn — that  of  deep  regret  at  being  called  on 
to  deude  in  a  matter  of  this  descriptioa — a 
regret  made  atill  deeper  by  tbe  considera- 
tion that  the  case  bad  referenee  to  an  Irish 
Member.  Not  that  there  should  be  any 
difference  in  reipeot  to  Irish  Members 
from  English  or  Scotch  Uembers  ;  but 
there  were  oiroumstanoes  connected  with 
Ireland  which  rendered  this  occurrence  a 
matter  of  additional  regret,  inasmuch  as  it 
might  be  mistaken  and  misrepresented; 
and  he  was  sure  that  if  any  hon.  Member 
eould  suggest  a  course  consistent  with  the 
character  of  the  House,  and  which  should 
at  the  same  time  render  coercive  measnrea 
nnneoessary,  he,  for  his  part,  would  honour 
him, and  the  House  would  feel  deepljobliged 
to  him.  He,  however,  had  spent  some  hours 
in  eonsidering  if  any  such  course  could  he 
pointed  out,  and  he  confessed  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  see  liis  way  to  one.  Then 
the  position  in  which  they  stood  was  by  no 
means  diminished  in  its  evils  by  the  sugges- 
tion of  a  doubt  as  to  the  autiiority  of  the 
House  with  regard  to  its  Committees  ever 
Irish  Members;  and  unfortunately  that  sug- 

Sstion  had  come  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
ember  for  Cork.  He  trusted  that  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  would  give  the 
House  the  benefit  of  his  sober  judgment; 
that  he  would  give  Ireland  the  benefit  of 
that  higlily  cultivated  knowledge  he  pos- 
seesed;  that  he  would  see  reason  to  ffje 
the  House  his  real  genuine  opinion  that 
the  power  of  Parliament  over  Irish  Mem* 
bers  was  as  complete  and  as  undoubted  as 
the  interests  of  Ireland  undoubtedly  re- 
quired that  it  should  be.  The  House  claim- 
ed that  Irish  Members  should  do  their  duty 
in  Parliament.  They  came  to  discharge 
the  same  duties — they  had  a  right  to  the 
same  privileges  as  English  Members;  but 
as  the  duties  vrere  identical,  so  must  be 
the  submission  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
House,  for  which  those  duties  were  per- 
formed. Imperfect  indeed  would  be  that 
Act  of  Union  which  would  create  a  House 
with  a  mixed  jurisdiction— a  di^crent  de- 
greo  of  power  over  its  different  constituent 
Members.  The  House  then  was  placed  in 
this  position : — An  Order  had  been  made 
diat  an  hon.  Member  should  attend  a  cer- 
tain Committee.  That  hon.  Member,  in 
refusing  to  obey  that  Order,  was  not  acting 
under  any  misapprehension  of  the  nature 
of  the  Order;  he  had  not  refused  at  a  mo- 
ment when  he  bad  not  fully  considered 
what  his  duty  to  the  House  was,  what  his 
ivtj  to  Ireland  was;  but  he  had  done  so 
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deliberately  and  for  reasons  in  which  no 
other  Irish  Member  had  joined  him.  Were 
the  other  Irish  Members  guilty  of  greater 
treason  towards  Ireland  than  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  7  Did  they  do  any 
injustice  to  Ireland  in  attending  Commit- 
tees of  tiiat  House  ?  But  could  any  Irish 
Member  justify  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  with- 
holding from  Ireland  tbe  benefit  of  his  at- 
tendance ?  What,  he  would  ask,  must  be 
the  nature  of  the  hon.  Qentleman's  love  to 
Ireland,  of  bis  seose  of  duty  towards  Ire- 
land, when  he  makes  the  excuse  of  con- 
scientiously refusing  to  obey  the  Orders  of 
the  House  the  pretest  for  placing  himself 
in  a  situation  in  which  he  could  not  possibly 
do  his  duty  towards  Ireland  ?  Could  the 
boa.  Member  do  a  greater  wronE  to  Ireland 
than  imagine  that  he  was  not  doing  injus- 
tice to  Ireland  by  not  attending  to  duties 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Cork  had  no  objeotioQ  to  attend  to  ?  Had 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  a  warmer 
love  for  his  country  than  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Cork  ?  Was  he  a 
more  competent  judge  than  that  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  of  what  would  serve 
Ireland }  No.  The  hon.  Member  might 
bid  for  popularity  against  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Cork  by  seeking  to 
become  a  martyr.  Not  that  he  believed  the 
hon.  Member  to  be  pursuing  that  course; 
no,  he  believed  that  he  was  too  honour- 
able a  man  for  anything  of  the  kind, 
But  everybody  was  satisfied  that  it  must 
be  a  morbid  love  of  popularity,  a  most 
morbid  desire  for  notoriety,  which  coold 
induce  him  to  withdraw  his  services  from 
Ireland,  because  he  would  not  perform  a 
dutydoTolved  uponhim by  Parliament,  whieh 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  did  not  think  it 
was  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  Ireland  to 
perform.  The  case  stood,  therefore,  thus 
— their  authority  was  utterly  denied  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Li- 
merick. The  question  was — what,  under 
the  circumstances,  should  be  the  course  of 
the  House  ?  It  would  be  easy  enough  to 
make  a  precedent,  which  they  might  after- 
wards have  cause  to  regret.  It  was  easy 
by  shrinking  from  a  disagreeable  duty, 
when  it  presented  itself,  to  adopt  a  coarse 
which  might  form  a  precedent  in  future 
times,  the  effect  of  which  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  foresee.  In  the  first  place  it  was  of 
the  highest  consequence  to  preserve  invio- 
late the  authority  and  dignity  of  tbe  House. 
Then  what  were  they  to  do?  Would  it 
answer  the  purpose  were  it  to  go  to  the 
public  that  they  were,  as  propowd  by  the 
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Motion  of  the  hon.  M<*mber  for  Kendal, 
to  eicuBC  for  the  future  everj-  Memher  of 
t]ie  House  from  doing  bis  (iutv<  if  be  de- 
sired it,  and  to  trust  to  the  vtduntary  dis- 
charge of  that  duty  for  tbc  performance 
of  all  the  functions  of  Parliami'nt  ?  Could 
tlie  House  tbcn  shrink  from  asHCrtiag  its 
authority  in  a  ease  in  Trhich  it  wan  dis- 
tinctly denic<l  and  opposed  ?  It  might  be 
said,  tbcsc  Committees  related  to  Private 
Bills  only  ;  but  was  there  any  ground  for 
making  a  distinction  between  private  and 
public  BiUs?  Were  those  Billa  wholly  for 
private,  or  were  they  os  well  for  the  public 
advantage  X  Undoutcdiy  they  interfered 
with  private  rights  to  sorao  extent ;  but  iu 
some  way  or  other  the  public  interest  was 
always  involved  in  them ;  and  bon.  Mem- 
bers,  when  they  were  attending  to  such 
BiUfl,  were  as  much  attending  to  their  pub- 
lic duties,  as  when  tbey  were  attending  tbc 
consideration  of  what  were  culled  public 
Bills.  It  was  their  duty,  as  Members  of 
the  Uouse  of  Commons,  to  give  their  at- 
tention to  the  framing  of  every  law,  and 
to  take  care  that  it  should  conduce  to  the 
pubhc  advantage.  There  was  then,  in 
Mnnt  of  fact,  no  difference,  bo  far  as  the 
duty  of  Parliament  was  concerned,  be- 
tween one  law  and  another ;  and  every 
Member  refusing  to  attend  a  Committee 
on  any  measure,  public  or  private,  when 
reqnired  le  do  so,  was  guilty  of  disobeying 
tiie  Speaker's  order.  What  then  were 
they  to  do  in  the  present  case  ?  Could 
they  pass  over  the  matter,  and  say  no- 
thing further  about  it.  The  hon.  Member 
had  disobeyed  the  Order  of  that  House, 
directly  and  knowingly  :  would  any  hon. 
Gentleman  »how  him  a  singh 
which  tbc  House  had  passed  over  si 
contempt  of  its  authority?  If,  tbi 
never  had  been  done,  and  if  there  were 
no  reasons  why  it  ought  to  be  done  now, 
what  course  could  they  take?  He  did  not 
Bhiink  from  the  difficulties  which  wonld 
arise  from  coercive  measures.  He  did  not 
•^in  considering  whether  he  ought  to  vote 
■y  or  no— he  did  not  shrink  from  contem- 
plating what  would  necessarily  follow  from 
an  affirmative  decision ;  and  be  thought 
that  ever)-  man  who  intended  to  vote  foi 
the  Resolution  would  do  right  so  to  consi- 
der the  matter.  But  had  they  any  re- 
source? was  their  authority  to  be  de- 
feated by  one  of  their  own  Members? 
They  would  change  the  character  of  the 
House  from  the  moment  tbey  abandoned 
that  high  position  which  they  had  evci 
held.     They  possessed  aulhoritr  for  pnbli< 


purposes :  it  was  a  trust  which  they  wne 
iMund  to  preserve.  With  the  greatest  re- 
gret, therefore,  he  felt  himoelf  bomid  to 
concur  in  the  motion.  He  respected  the 
hon.  Member  for  Limerick — he  ivgretted 
deeply  the  circumstance  under  diacnasion: 
but  he  felt  that  he  owed  it  to  his  sense  (rf 
public  duty  first  of  all  to  protest  most 
solemnly  in  the  name  of  the  Parliament, 
in  the  name  of  the  law,  against  any  sorh 
doctrine  as  that  which  maintained  thai 
when  the  House  added  to  its  Memhen  it 
rcijuircd  additional  Farliamentaiy  aatbo- 
rity  to  invest  them  with  all  the  duties  anil 
all  the  responsibilities  of  Members.  The 
law  cast  upon  them  when  thej  becaint 
Members  of  Parliament  all  that  belongtd 
to  the  character  and  the  constitution  of 
Parliament.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
the  House  would  perform  ita  duty,  and 
maintain  its  character,  not  merely  far  iu 
own  sake,  but  because  it  was  bound  by  its 
duty  to  tbc  public  so  to  do.  They  conU 
not  with  safety  or  with  honour  ulirint  frtm 
the  course  which  be  called  upon  them  to 
adopt— a  course  which,  beset  as  it  was  l^ 
difSculties  and  inconveniences,  he  saw  no 
other  choice  for  them  than  to  pnraue. 

Mr.  J.  COLLETT  wished  to  know, 
now  that  the  attendance  of  Uembers  on 
Private  Bill  Committees  was  compnlKKj, 
and  that  the  House  by  n  recent  anange- 
nient  met  on  Wednesday  in  the  day  time. 
if  die  lesser  duty  uf  the  former,  would 
merge  into  the  more  important  dnty  of  the 
latter ;  or,  would  a  Member  who  attended 
in  bis  place  in  the  House  on  Wednesdavs, 
be  held  guilty  of  contempt  of  its  Orders  for 
being  absent  from  the  Railway  Coomiittee 
on  that  dav? 

Tho  ATTORNEY  GENERAL:  ^Vhen 
his  opinion  was  asked  upon  any  qnestioD 
regularly  before  the  House,  be  always  felt 
it  his  duty  to  give  it ;  but  as  it  was  no  part 
of  his  duty  to  answer  ques^ons  npon  mat- 
ters not  regularly  before  them,  the  h(». 
Member  must  excuse  him  if  he  declined  to 
give  any  opinion  upon  the  point  he  had 

Mr.  DISRAELI :  The  learned  Gentle- 
man who  bos  just  addressed  ua  with  so 
much  ability,  has  impressed  on  us  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  acceding  to  the  Motion 
before  the  House — a  Motion  which  he  re- 
grets, and  the  consequences  of  which,  he 
also  tells  us  may  be  exccodinglj  p^nhl 
and  inconvenient  to  the  hon.  Member  con* 
cemcd.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemaa 
told  ua  also,  there  was  no  difFerenee  be- 
tween  Engliah  and  Iriah  Memben— lliat 
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tiiere  wm  a  perfect  eqiuJity  between  na — 
that  is  B  doctrine  whica  I  liope  will  be  con- 
sidered when  tbe  income  tax  ia  again  pro- 
posed in  thiB  House.  At  tbis  moment  a 
suggestion  occurs  to  m;  mind  by  which,  if 
carried  out,  we  maj  gain  a  little  time  be- 
fiire  we  come  to  a  conclusion  on  tbe  case 
now  before  the  House,  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Devonport 
treated  the  case  in  a  technical  manner;  he 
dealt  with  it  as  a  technical  case.  It  is  ad- 
mitte4  on  both  sides  that,  technically,  the 
Notice  was  not  served  upon  tbe  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick.  That  ia  an  important 
consideration,  though  it  might  be  consi- 
dered he  was  aware  of  it  by  his  presence; 
bnt,  although  present,  be  might  miscon- 
ceive what  was  taking  place.  1  must  say, 
though  I  do  not  rise  to  sanctioii  the  con- 
duct of  any  individual  who  opposes  the  le- 
gitimate authority  of  the  House,  still,  it 
may  be  of  cousequence— acting  as  we  are 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  pre* 
sent  case,  that  we  should  see  our  way 
clearly  before  we  come  to  any  decision; 
diat  that  decision  may  not  be  afterwards 
impugned  by  any  alleged  informality,  I 
am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  so  far  as  regards 
thehon.  Memberfor  Limerick,  that  it  would 
be  well  to  give  bim  the  opportunity  to  re- 
consider his  present  position — his  present 
eitnation — because  it  is  admitted  he  has 
not  received  formal  notice.  That  is  an 
important  point.  If  the  case  of  any  other 
person  were  brought  before  the  Honse,  and 
under  umilar  circumstances,  without  any 
formal  notice,  I  am  of  opinion  the  House 
woold  adjourn  the  discussion.  I  have 
heard  a  great  many  Gentlemen  say,  that 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country — at 
least  so  far  as  the  private  business  was 
concerned — it  wonld  bo  impossible  to  do  so 
except  a  compulsory  attendance  was  en- 
forced. But  you  have  carried  on  tbe  busi- 
ness of  the  comitry  without  this  compul- 
sory principle;  and  you  have  done  so  until 
within  the  last  twelve  months.  The  com- 
pulsory principle  is  a  new  principle,  and 
yon  are  called  on  to  consider  tbe  circum- 
stances under  which  that  principle  was  in- 
troduced. You  have  had  already  your 
Committees  for  the  conducting  of  private 
business,  and  you  had  a  full  supply  of 
Members  for  that  purpose,  without  en- 
forcing the  principle  of  compulsory  attend- 
ance. But  what  gave  rise  to  the  compul- 
■ory  attendance  ?  It  originated  because 
you  had  a  great  pressure  of  public  busi- 
ness, and  looking  at  those  peculiar  circum- 
stances which  have  now  changed,  you 
VOL.  LXXXV.    {JJS} 


thought  that  for  a  number  of  years  to  coma 
you  wonld*  experience  tbe  same  pressure, 
and  therefore  you  thought  it  necessary  to 
take  steps  to  ensure  tbe  attendance  of 
Members.  The  right  hen.  Baronet  at  tbe 
head  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  de- 
clared that  he  himeelT  was  ready  to  serve 
on  Railway  Committees.  Under  that  ex- 
citement you  violated  the  constitution  of 
the  House  with  regard  to  the  Members  ef 
Private  Committees  —  you  sanctioned  an 
immense  revolution  when  you  sanctioned  a 
law  which  enforces  a  compulsory  attend- 
ance. But  is  there  now  a  great  pressure 
of  business  ?  Is  it  expected  that  in  this 
year  you  will  have  an  immense  amount  of 
rtulway  business  ?  By  no  means.  When 
circumstances  are  so  changed,  and  when 
you  have  so  entirely  miscalculated  those 
circumstances,  is  it  politic  to  come  forward 
in  what  may  appear  a  vindictive  spirit,  and 
to  enforce  in  that  spirit  a  compulsory  at- 
tendance ?  1  would,  then,  advise  the  post- 
ponement of  this  Motion  until  to-morrow,, 
that  we  may  give  the  bon.  Member  an  op- 
portunity to  decide  as  to  his  future  course, 
because  he  declares  he  has  received  no  no- 
tice; and  the  next  bulletin  which  may  re- 
late to  railways,  upon  which  he  may  be 
summoned  to  attend,  may  vanish  into  thiu 
air.  Give,  then,  the  bon.  Member  time  to 
think,  and  you  may  thus  extricate  your- 
selves from  a  difficulty,  and  you  may  not  be 
called  on  to  enforce  a  rule  which  is  of  novel 
introduction,  and  which  was  introduced 
under  circumstances  that  no  longer  exist. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  if  it  can  be  showa 
that  the  railway  businees  still  continues  to 
be  a  great  source  of  pressure  in  the  House, 
I  do  not  think  thatany  bon.  Member  wotdd 
HO  far  forget  his  duty  to  tbe  pubUc  as  to  re- 
fuse attendance;  but  as  you  may  be  m  a 
month's  time  prepared  to  rescind  a  rule 
which  is  invidious  and  disagreeable,  will  you 
enforce  it  now,  at  a  time  when  circum- 
stances and  events  have  shown  that  the 
compulsory  principle  is  not  at  all  neces- 
sary ?  Will  you,  when  tbe  daily  and  rapid 
decline  of  those  circumstances  is  apparent, 
introduce  a  Motion  to  visit  one  of  (£e  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  with  a  punishment  which 
everybody  must  regret  ?  1  hope,  there- 
fore, the  House  will  take  these  cirenm- 
stances  into  its  serious  consideration.  If 
the  Orders  of  the  House  be  disobeyed,  it  is 
your  duty  to  enforce  obedience;  but  still 
my  opinion  is  in  favour  of  the  propriety  of 
giving  a  little  more  time  to  tbe  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick,  that  he  may  reconsider 
his  position;  and. by  giving  him  time  we 
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alio  mfty  hare  the  <^p(»tttiiitj  of  reeonai- 
dering  all  tliose  oircumstanceB  Vhioh  are 
connected  with  his  case.  Are  we  prepared 
to  support  this  compulsory  priociple  bj 
which  we  shall  enforce  the  attenduice  ol 
Members  on  Committees  ?  I  hope  not, 
more  especially  as  the  circumstances  which 
had  justified  that  principle  aro  rapidly  dii 
appearing.  The  railway  business  at  on 
tune  was  supposed  to  last  for  seven  years; 
but  that  anticipated  pressure  has  disap- 
peared, and,  having  disappeared,  it  is  now 
open  to  the  House  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  enforcing  the  principle  of  compul- 
sory attendance;  a  consideration  which,  if 
calmly  and  dispassionately  entered  into, 
might  put  an  end  to  an  occurrenoe  which 
we  all  deplore. 

Mb.  C.  EULLER  :  I  am  not  going  to 
answer  the  speech  of  the  bon.  Member  for 
Shrewsbury,  who  will  eicuse  me  for  saying 
that  his  plea  for  my  hon,  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick  is  more  creditable  to  his 
generous  devotion  to  a  new  political  ally 
Uian  to  his  usual  acumen  and  ingenuity. 
It  appears  to  me,  indeed,  that  the  course 
we  should  adopt  is  a  very  simple  one. 
Having  passed  an  Order  in  the  presence  of 
my  hon.  Friend,  he  declares  he  will  pay 
no  attention  to  it.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend 
set  up  no  such  justificBtion  of  his  conduct 
as  that  set  up  for  him  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Shrewsbury,  namely,  that  he  had  no 
notice  of  the  Order.  My  hon.  Friend  has 
distinctly  stated  that  he  will  not  obey  it. 
Besides,  what  chu  be  more  direct  notice 
than  the  Vote  of  last  night — "  Ordered 
^at  Mr.  W.  8.  O'Brien  do  attend  the  said 
Committee"?  That  Vote  waa  passed  in 
the  presence  of  my  hon.  Friend,  Well, 
then,  ho  has  clearly  committed  such  a  con- 
tempt, that  the  House  will  be  bound,  if  it 
have  any  regard  for  its  own  character  or 
privileges,  to  enforce  its  Order.  And  I 
understand,  too,  the  Order,  signed  by  Mr. 
Ley,  was  actually  served  on  Mr.  O'Brien 
by  the  Serjeant-at-Arms,  so  that  the  plea 
of  non-notice  falls  completely  to  the  ground. 
I  am  sure  every  Member  will  be  disposed 
to  act  in  such  a  case  as  this  with  temper 
and  moderation,  and  not  press  severely  on 
any  Member  guilty  of  mere  inadvertence. 
So  far,  I  entirely  coincide  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Shrewsbury.  Some  Gentle- 
man has  expressed  alarm  as  to  the  conse- 
quences of  this  vote.  I  am  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  it  should  not  be  followed  up  with 
precipitation.  It  is  quite  clear  we  must 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  contempt 
has  been  committed.     Then,  what  is  tbo 


coarse  to  he  punned  ?  Thtre  has  h«ai 
nothing  in  the  deportanent  of  my  hon. 
Friend  to  call  for  animadveruon.  He  has 
been  guilty  of  no  indecorum  to  the  Hoasa 
or  to  the  Committee.  Acting  under  a 
misapprehension  of  his  dnties,  he  has  da- 
liberately  chosen  to  refuse  to  do  what  ha 
believed  the  House  had  no  right  to  order. 
Has  he  any  ground  for  aJle^ng  misap|in- 
hension  !  In  all  courts  of  law  or  equi^, 
if  an  order  of  the  court  were  disobeyed,  it 
would  always  be  taken  as  a  fair  plea  for 
indulgence,  that  the  party  acted  under  the 
advice  of  counsel,  and  was  thereby  misled. 
It  is  quite  clear,  with  all  deference  to  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Cork,  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Limetiek 
hod  been  misled  by  his  advice  ;  and,  that 
uot  taking  that,  which,  after  all,  was  the 
best  exponent  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend's  views  on  this  matter — his  own 
exemplary  cendact — ^but  taking  that  whish 
all  men  of  sense  avoid,  a,  gratoitoas  legal 
opinion,  he  was  led  into  the  error  of  aa- 
rioualy  believing  that  the  powera  of  the 
House  over  Irish  and  English  Hemben 
were  somewhat  different.  This  pmnt  was 
urged  by  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend.  The 
House  did  not  seem  to  think  there  was 
much  in  it,  and  I  agree  with  the  House. 
At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend's 
opinion  ia  one  of  great  weight ;  and  I  hap- 
pen  to  know,  from  oonversations  I  ban 
had  out  of  this  House  with  gentlemen  from 
Ireland,  that  the  impresaion  waa  general 
that  there  waa  some  technical  flaw  in  the 
Act  of  Union,  and  that,  conaeqnently,  the 
Irish  Members  were  not  suhjeot  to  the 
same  authority  as  the  English.  It  is  on 
odd  notjon,  of  which  they  mnst  be  dis- 
abused— inconveniently  disahnaed,  if  (hey 
persevere  in  it.  At  the  same  time,  as  it 
appears  that  my  hon.  Friend  acted  bond 
fide  on  an  erroneous  opinion,  I  think  he 
should  have  an  opportumty  of  reconeiUering 
that  opinion  after  the  House  has  given  iU 
decision.  I  shall  concur  in  the  Vote  that 
a  clear  act  of  contempt  has  been  commit- 
ted ;  but  after  that,  I  think,  it  would  be 
the  part  of  wisdom  and  moderation  that 
time  should  be  given  to  the  hon.  Uember 
for  Limerick  for  further  consideration,  that 
he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  what 
no  man  of  spirit  and  sense  would  ever  hen- 
tate  to  do— bow  to  the  unanimona  deciaion 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  O'COKNELL:  The  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  has  mistaken  the  p«nt 
as  to  notice.     What  my  boo.  Friend  oook 
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pluned  of,  wu,  that  tlic  Order  traa  made 
yesterday,  without  any  previous  notice 
haTJng  heep  given  of  the  Motion  on  irhich 
it  was  raade.  The  hon.  Uember  for  Li- 
merick complains  of  diHcourtesy  towards 
lum  in  that  respect.  The  first  inlimatiou 
he  had  of  the  Motion  yesterday,  was  a  ser- 
Tice  of  the  Order  of  the  House,  It  is  quite 
true  he  was  in  the  House,  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  he  conceived  the  Motion  then 
made  to  have  heon  a  very  different  one  ; 
and  he  himself  staled  that  he  laboured  un- 
der a  mistake  with  respect  to  it. 

Sir  R.  INOLIS  had  so  often  differed 
from  majorities  of  that  House  aa  to  pri- 
nlegc,  that  he  was  somewhat  surprised  to 
find  that  in  this  case  he  concurred  with 
what  appeared  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion. 
He  had  always  endeavoured  to  uphold  the 
aathority  of  the  House  over  its  own  Mem- 
hen,  while  he  contended  they  bad  nont 
over  others,  except  those  powers  granted 
by  statute.  In  giving  a  cordial  support  to 
^e  Motion,  he  did  not  say  he  was  porform- 
uig  a  paioJFal  dnty,  because  he  was  satis- 
iua  the  doty  was  clear  and  perfectly  de- 
feasible. Ho  believed,  they  would  sacri- 
fice their  very  existence  aa  a  legislative 
body  if  they  did  not  enforce  the  rules  they 
made  for  Uieir  own  government,  and  en 
force  them  summarily,  as  proposed  by  thi 
weaent  Motion  ;  for  he  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Worcester,  that  the  vote 
declaring  the  hon.  Member  guilty  of 
tempt  must  he  followed  by  its  legitimate 
eonsequence,  direct  punishment.  And, 
Plough  it  might  be  possible  to  interpose 
some  delay  between  one  ResoluUon  and 
the  other,  be,  for  one,  was  not  prepared 
to  grant  any  such  delay,  because  it  had 
not  been  granted  by  the  absurd  odvo- 
oates  of  privilege  to  any  other  indivi- 
dual who  was  guilty  of  a  violation  of  their 
rules :  and  he  thought  they  should  be 
very  cautious  before  they  granted  to  any 
Mamber  of  their  own  body  an  accommoda- 
tion which  was  refused  to  weaker  parties 
Tbe  case  of  non-notice  woB  completely  an 
■wered  by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  thi 
Member  for  Liskeord.  But  if  there  hat 
been  no  direct  notice,  as  all  men,  evei 
ihoDo  who  could  not  read,  were  bound  to 
know  tbe  law,  bo  Members  were  bound  to 
know  all  that  appeared  on  the  Votes. 
to  the  rule  of  the  12tb  of  February,  let 
that  be  in  all  its  branches  reconsidered,  if 
need  be;  but  if  an  order  of  tbe  Uonse  had 
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obedience  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Limeriek 
was  just  ae  great,  whether  it  referred  to  % 
Railway  Committee  or  any  other  matter. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  should  con- 
sider it  his  absolute  duty  to 


sider  it  his  absolute  duty  to  give  bis  sup- 
port to  the  Motion;  and  he  should  equally 
support  another  Motion  for  punishment, 
unless  he  heard  some  stronger  arguments 
igainst  it  than  any  that  had  yet  been  ad- 
QDCed,  beheving  that  to  say  a  Member 
ras  guilty  of  contempt  was  a  mere  brutum, 
fulmen,  unless  the  Ilouse  were  prepared 
to  follow  up  its  vote  by  the  course  which, 
without  a  single  exception,  had  been 
adopted  with  rcgu^  to  persons  out  of  the 
House. 

Mh.  FITZQERALD,  although  he  had 
been  apprized  of  the  original  intention  of 
his  hen.  Friend  the  Member  for  Limerick, 
yet  thought  that  he  would  have  given  the 
matter  more  intermediate  attention,  and 
would  not  havo  brought  it  to  issue  in  this 
way.  His  personal  friendship  for  the  hon. 
Member,  however,  and  his  entire  coinci- 
dence of  opinion  with  him  on  the  great 
question  which  agitated  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  would,  however,  render 
it  impossible  for  him  to  treat  otherwise 
than  with  great  attention  and  considera- 
tion anything  that  his  hon.  Friend  might 
do  either  in  that  House  or  elsewhere.  He 
roust  say  he  had  not  heard  anything  in  the 
course  of  this  debate  to  induce  him  to  vote 
for  the  Motion;  and  when  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber fur  Montrose  laid  it  down  that  all 
Members  of  that  House  were  bound  to  per- 
form all  their  duties  as  Members,  he  ap- 
peared to  have  forgotten  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  and  many  other 
Irish  Members  had  been  elected  on  the 
principle  of  their  not  at  all  attending  in 
that  House,  and  that  their  coming  hers 
was  a  voluntary  act,  because  they  thought 
that  by  so  doing  they  could  best  oppose 
the  Coercion  Bifl.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Shrewsbury  had  remarked  as  a  difference 
between  the  English  and  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers that  the  latter  did  not  pay  the  iuoome 
tax.  He  forgot,  however,  that  so  many 
of  them  resided  in  England,  and  therefore 
paid  it.  Those  who  remained  would  no 
doubt  be  very  soon  called  on  also  by  the 
Legislature;  but,  perhaps,  the  amount 
collected  would  not  pay  the  expense  of 
collection.  He  thought  that  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Limerick  was  quite  right 
in  taking  every  opportunity  be  could  to 
pawed  as  to  a  turnpike  trust,  it  was  the  bring  not  only  Insh  questions,  but  also 
order  which  must  be  considered,  and  not  the  situation  of  Irish  Members  under  the 
the  mbjeet  to  which  it  referreiL     The  (lit-   notice  of  that  House;   and  he  was  «}iite 
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enre  that  m  doiag  so  he  was  not  Kctiut«d 
by  any  desire  to  make  himself  &  martyr, 
or  to  make  tumself  more  remarkable  aod 
popular  in  Ireland,  for  to  do  that  irotdd  be 
impoBsible. 

The  HouBe  dirided  on  the  QueBtion  that 
the  words  proposed  to  be  leift  out  stand 
part  of  the  question: — Ayes  139  ;  Noes 
Id:  Majority  124. 


BefiiuUto 


Lilt  of  the  Ares. 


AcUnd.SirT.  A. 
Aglionby.  tl.  A. 
AldMn,W. 
Aotrobas.  E. 
Arbuthnott.  bon.  II. 
Arautrong,  Sir  A. 
Arondel  and  Snmr, 

Earl  of 
Bailajr,  J.  Jan. 
Bailltp,  Col. 
BaUIie,  H.  J. 
B>iBe.W. 
Bddwin,  B. 
Baoneniun,  A. 
BarcUy,  D. 
Baring,  rt,  hoD.  F.  T. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  ff.  B. 
Barnard,  E.  G. 
Beckett,  W. 
BlAckburne,  J.  I. 
BUke.  H.  J. 
Borthwick,?. 
Bowlei,  Adm. 
Bowrinj,  Dr. 
Brooke,  Lord 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Bmec.  Lord  E. 
Bniges,  W.  U. 
Buckley,  E. 
BuUer,  C. 
Bnller,  E. 
Cudwell,  E. 
Careir,  W.  H.  P. 
Carnegie,  hon.  Capt. 
ChriMie.W.D. 
Clerk, rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Colebnmte,  Sir  T.  E. 
Collett.  W.  R. 
Compton,  U.  C. 
Conollr,  Col. 
Corrj,  rt,  hon.  II . 
Cowper,  hon.  V.  F. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Cripjw,  W. 
DBnea,D.A.  S. 
Dcniaon,  E.  B. 
DoDgUa,  Sir  II. 
DouiUb,  Sir  C.  E. 
Dackworth,  SirJ.  T.B. 
Duncan,  G. 
Daoeombe,  bon.  A. 
Dnncombe,  hon.  O. 
DundAB,  D. 
Eastbope.  Sir  J. 
Eaetnor,  Viact. 
Eicatt,  B. 
Eatoourt,  T.  G.  B. 
£nuu,  W. 
BwKrt,  W. 
Feiliha,  W. 


Forman,  T.  S. 

Fontcr,  M. 

Giiborne,  T. 

Goduin,  R. 

Gore,M. 

Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  II. 

GraluuD,  rt.  bon.  Sa  J. 

GtBQgBr,  T.  C. 

Gre«ne.X. 
Grej.  rt.  hoQ.  SirG. 
Grimnditcb,  T. 
nunilton.W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Uarconrt.  G.  G. 
Ilswei,  B. 
llaj.Sir  A.  L. 
nenley.  J.  W. 
Herbert,  rt.  ban.  S. 
lierrej,  Lord  A. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hope,  Sir  J. 
Hope,  G.  W. 
Hotbam,  Lord 
Howard,  bon.  C.  W.  G. 
Uudwiii,  G. 
Hume,  J. 
Ingtia,  Sir  B.  H. 
Jone>,  Capt. 
Kelly,  Sir  F. 
Lockhart,  W, 
Hackeniie,  T. 
Maclean,  D. 
M'Neill,  D. 
Mabon,  Viset. 
Muigle*.  R.  D. 
Manball,  V. 
Mandud,  H. 
Moleiworth,  SirW. 
Morpetb,  Visct. 
Nenlle,  R. 
Ord,  W. 
Packe,  C,  W. 
Feel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Philip*,  M. 
Plmnptre,  J.  P. 
Plnmridge,  Capt. 
Polhill,  F. 
Powell,  Col. 
Rawdon,  Col. 
Round,  J. 
Sandon,  Viwt. 
ScotI,  hon.  F. 
Seymonr,  Sir  H.  B. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Smftbc,  bon.  G. 
Somenet.LordG. 
Sotheron,T.H,S. 


SUnnton.  Sir  G.  T. 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Stnitt,  E. 
Sntlon,  ban.  H.  M. 
Tancred,  U.  W. 
The«iger,  Sir  F. 
Tboraely,  T. 
Trclflwny,  J.  S. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tronbridge,  Sir  E.  T. 


Vyie,  R.  II.  B.  H. 

Walker,  R. 
Ward,  H.  G. 
Welleatej,  Lord  C. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
WUlia 


Wini 


,  Ctd. 


..  SirT.  1 


Lirt  of  the  NoKS. 


II. 

Browne,  R.  D. 
CoUett,  J. 
Fitiferald.  R.  A. 
Grattan,  H, 
Kellj,  J. 
M'Cartbj,  A. 
O'Brien,  J. 


O'Coonell.  D. 
O-Connell.M. 
O'Connell,  J. 

Powell,  C. 
Roohe,  E.  B. 
Somera,  J.  P. 


divided  on  the  main 
Noes    13:    M»- 


The  House 
Question  : — Ayes   133 
jority  120. 

Mr.  ESTCOURT  mored— 

'■That  William  Smith  O'Brien,  e«imre,  having 
been  guiltj'  of  a  coatompt  of  this  House,  be  for  bii 
■aid  offence  committed  to  the  cuitodj  of  the  Ser- 
jeant-nt- A nnsi attending  this  Houk,  during  tho 
pleaaore  of  the  Bouae,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do 
iuue  hia  warrant  accordingly." 

Colonel  RAWDON  said,  he  shoald  Eisvo 
been  wanting  in  his  duty  to  himself,  and 
gmlty  of  criminal  weakness,  if  on  aecoont 
of  any  personal  modvea  he  had  shrank 
from  supporting  by  his  Tot«  what  be  be- 
lieved to  be  fit  and  right.  But  after  the 
vote  he  had  that  evening  given  with  so 
much  p&in  to  himself,  he  could  not  refrain 
from  bearing  testimony  thus  publicly  to 
the  great  merits  which  did,  he  believed, 
attach  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick, 
He  was  convinced  there  was  not  on  hon. 
Member  of  that  House  actuated  by  more 
pure,  disinterested,  or  patriotic  motivee 
than  that  hon.  Gentleman.  But  he  looked 
upon  bis  duty  in  a  different  light  fixnn  that 
in  which  he  (Colonel  Rawdon)  regarded  it. 
He  hoped  the  House  might  be  induced  to 
pause  before  they  proceeded  to  cany  the 
measure  suggested  in  the  Motion  befwe 
them  into  immediate  execution.  The 
opinions  expressed  by  the  friends  of  the 
hon.  Member  might  have  some  weight  with 
him,  and  if  twenty-four  hours'  time  were 
allowed  him  to  consider  the  whole  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  he  might  be  possihly 
induced,  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  ^ 
the  House,  almost  nnanimonsly,  to  reflect 
on  the  coarse  he  had  taken,  and  to  retrace 
his  steps.  His  conduct  contrasted  most 
i£3a&'<aa^kQwraaV^,aa  for  as  the  interests 


1193 


Serve  on 


a  ComMilUe. 


1194 


of  Vu  eonntty  iru  concerned,  with  that  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny,  who  had  not  thought 
it  their  duty  to  pursue  the  course  taken 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick,  In 
conclusion,  be  hoped  that  the  House,  Hat- 
ing  asserted  its  dignity,  would  give  the 
hon.  Member  some  time  to  reflect  on  faia 
conduct,  and  on  the  wiehes  of  his  friends, 
before  they  agreed  to  the  Motion  before 
them. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNBLL  rose  to  protest 
against  having  any  compliment  paid  to 
hun,  or  having  comparisoDS  drawn  respect- 
ing his  conduct,  at  the  eipeose  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Limerick.  It 
should  be  recollected  that  if  he  served  on 
a  Railway  Committee,  it  was  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Session,  when,  if  he  had 
not,  it  was  evident  he  could  not  have 
taken  any  part  in  oppoution  to  the  Coer- 
cion Bill.  His  bon.  Friend  at  the  present 
time  had  not  the  same  reasons  for  answer- 
ing the  call  of  the  House  that  he  (Mr.  J. 
0  Connell)  had  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  The  House  would  do  well,  now  that 
it  bad  passed  a  vote  of  condemnation  by  so 
large  a  majority,  to  pause  before  it  re- 
sorted to  the  extreme  measure  of  commit- 
tal. Again,  he  called  on  them  to  reflect 
that  if  his  hon.  Friend  were  mistaken,  he 
was  actuated  by  the  very  strongest  convic- 
tions of  bis  duty.  He  had  not  hitherto 
shrunk  from  anything  which  be  thought  it 
was  his  duty  to  perform;  and  no  man  could 
be  more  nnflinchiag  in  the  execution  of  it. 
If  bis  bon.  Friend  were  mistaken,  his  sin- 
cerity at  least  ought  to  be  respected,  A 
pause  of  a  week  or  a  few  days  might  give 
them  some  means  of  getting  out  of  their 
difficulty.  The  House  might  certainly 
push  matters  to  extremity ;  but  if  they  did, 
their  act  would  be  looked  upon  as  an  indi- 
cation of  hostility  to  Ireland.  ["  No,  no .'"] 
Hon.  Gentlemen  who  cried  "iTo,  no!"  were 
ignorant  of  the  real  feelings  of  the  Irish 
people  ;  but  be,  who  knew  what  those  feel- 
ings were,  could  assure  them  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  most  fully  approved  of  the 
bon.  Member's  intentions  and  conduct.  In 
saying  so  he  did  not  mean  to  suggest  any 
apprehensions  of  danger,  or  hold  out  any 
throat  to  the  House  ;  hut  he  thought  it  a 
matter  which  was  worthy  the  consideration 
of  a  Parliament  representing  not  England 
and  Scotland  alone,  but  Ireland  also.  Un- 
derstanding that  a  Motion  would  be  made 
in  reference  to  the  present  question,  be 
would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by 
any  further  observations  on  the  subject. 


Tiacoirst  MORPETH  said  that  having 
joined  very  reluctantly  in  tiie  vote  to  which 
the  House  hod  just  come,  and  being  fur- 
ther prepared  to  join  the  vote  of  the  boo. 
Member  for  tbo  University  of  Oxford,  un- 
less circumstances  should  meantime  occur 
by  which  be  could  consistently  avoid  that 
course,  he  should,  before  they  wont  to  a 
division,  rather  put  it  to  that  hon.  Member, 
if  it  would  not  tend  to  make  the  House 
stand  more  strugbtly  in  the  eyes  of  all,  if 
some  little  time  were  given  in  order  to  as- 
certain wbotbor  the  hon.  Member  for  Li- 
merick himself  would  not  now  be  prepared 
to  bow  to  the  clearly  proved  and  decided 
opinion  of  the  House  ?  It  hod  been  stated 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  did  not  entertain  any 
very  precise  notion  that  in  the  course  of 
conduct  he  was  pursuing  he  was  acting  in 
contempt  of  the  Orders  of  the  House. 
Now  that  the  Honse  had  expressed  their 
opimon,  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  pause 
in  order  to  see  whether  that  expression  of 
opinion  hod  not  hod  a  corresponding  effect 
on  the  sentiments  of  the  hon.  Member. 
Most  cordially  did  he  wish  that  it  might  be 
the  case.  In  the  course  of  the  previous 
discussion  an  hon.  Member  alluded  to  tbo 
number  of  Notices  connected  with  the  in- 
terests of  Ireland  which  the  hon.  Member 
had  on  the  Papers  of  that  House.  With 
respect  to  the  fate  of  those  Notices,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Limerick  must  recollect 
that  the  steps  he  had  taken  was  his  own 
act.  Let  him  not  forget  that  be  bad  not 
acted  in  this  respect  as  the  bon.  Member 
for  Cork  had  acted.  That  hon.  Member, 
in  no  leas  a  degree,  and  for  no  shorter  pe- 
riod of  time,  had  been  occupied  on  subjectA 
connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  Irish 
people,  either  in  opposition  or  in  support 
of  them  ;  but  he  hod  not  thought  it  incon- 
sistent with  his  sense  of  devotion  to  the 
Irish  people,  or  with  his  attachment  to  the 
cause  of  Repeal,  to  take  his  part,  in  com- 
mon with  all  the  other  Members,  in  the 
despatch  of  the  private,  local,  and  internal 
buimess  of  the  Uiree  countries.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  surely  would  not  for- 
get that  the  Engtish  and  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers hod  not  omitted  to  take  their  parts  in 
despatching  Irish  business ;  that  unusual 
accommodation  had  been  afibrded  to  the 
decision  of  Irish  railways  ;  and  that  hodi 
Houses  of  Parliament  had  departed  from 
the  usual  course,  in  order  to  secure  imme- 
diate attention  to  Railway  Bills  for  that 
country.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
would,  on  consideration,  give  way  to  tbo 
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ponemcnt   of  the    IfotieB    to 


opinion  whicli  the  House  had  bo  eleariy 
announced.  But  he  thou^t  the  UouBe 
would  stand  more  highly  with  the  people 
of  this  country,  and — what  he  valued  mure 
in  a  question  of  this  kind — with  the  Irish 
people,  if  they  allowed  some  time  to  elapse, 
in  order  to  show  that  the  general  sense  of 
Parliament  had  been  expressed  in  Tain. 
But  if  the  hon,  Member  for  Limerick 
should  not  think  proper  to  alter  his  previ- 
ous determination  in  the  nicantime,  be 
abould  certainly  agree  with  those  who 
thought  they  must  follow  up  the  vote  to 
which  they  had  come.  Under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  begged  to  suggest  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oiford  whether  it  might 
not  be  better  to  withdraw  his  Motion,  and, 
in  place  of  it,  to  propose  that  tbo  hon. 
Member  for  LimericK  should  he  ordered  to 
attend  in  his  place,  in  order  that  the 
Speaker  might  communicate  to  him  the 
Resolution  to  which  the  House  had  come. 

Mn.  ESTCOURT,  in  reply  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  noble  Lord,  obserTed  that  be 
could  only  say  he  had  been  entirely  go- 
verned by  precedent  in  the  course  he  bad 
pursued.  He  knew  of  no  precedent  which 
could  authorise  him  to  withdraw  his  Mo- 
tion, nor  did  ho  apprehend  that  any  such 
precedent  eiisteil.  In  the  course  he  had 
taken,  he  considered  himself  merely  acting 
as  the  organ  of  the  Committee  of  which  he 
was  the  chairman,  and  in  that  capacity 
bound  by  the  precedents  afforded  by  the 
conduct  of  his  predecessors,  from  which  he 
believed  it  would  be  hi^ly  unbecomiug  to 
depart. 

Mb.  ward  :  Surely  the  House  never 
wanted  a  precedent  for  the  calm  considera- 
tion of  the  subject.  The  object  of  the 
noble  Lord  was  merely  to  postpone  the 
Motion  before  the  House,  not  to  withdraw 
it.  It  was  hy  an  inadvertency  the  word 
was  used.  It  was  utterly  impossible,  if 
the  House  proceeded  to  extremities  at  once, 
that  the  hon.  Member  could  have  any  op- 
portunity of  making  concession.  It  was 
only  the  duty  of  the  House  to  assert  its 
nnthority ;  but  having  done  so,  it  ought  to 
pause  before  it  carried  so  harsh  a  sentence 
mto  effect.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  sit- 
ting seventeen  days  last  year  on  an  Irish 
Railroad  Committee ;  but  he  certaiuiy 
should  not  have  done  so  if  he  had  not 
thought  the  duty  was  reciprocal,  and  that 
Scotch  and  Irish  Members  sat  on  English 
Committees.  If  the  House  wished  the 
public  to  reppect  it,  it  must  first  respect 
itself.  However,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumetAnces,  he  would  Buggesl  the  ^wt- 
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Mr.  O'CONNELL  tnggeatei  tlist  the 
Motion  should  be  eompliel  witih,  and  the 
discussion  postponed  tdl  Thorsdaj.  He 
spoke  solely  for  himself;  be  had  no  emn- 
municadon  whateror  with  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick,  one  who  in  ererjthing 
could  decide  for  himself ;  the  Motion  hang 
suspended  till  Thursday,  only  two  days, 
could  not  tarnish  the  dignity  of  the  Honse; 
he  hoped  that  time  would  be  given  for  a 
complete  and  distinct  consideration  of  the 

Sir  R.  PBBL:  The  Hmise  has  decided 
by  a  large  majority — by  133  to  13,  that  a 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  House  hai 
been  committed ;  that  manifests  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  without  reference  to 
party  distinctions,  a  very  decided  opinion 
on  the  subject,  and  I  think  it  also  maai- 
fests  a  decided  determination  to  enforce  its 
authority.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not 
myself  think  that  authority  will  be  pre- 
judiced by  giving  forty-eight  hoars' 
notice  of  its  intention  to  do  so,  I  think 
we  had  better  avoid  saying  what  Qie  alter- 
native will  be.  I  think  we  had  better 
avoid  throwing  any  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  the  hon.  Member  doing  that  whidi 
I  believe  will  be  suggested  by  the  advice 
of  his  Friends,  hy  his  own  good  seme,  and 
hia  own  unwUlingness  to  go  throngb  the 
parade  of  making  himself  appear  a  martyr, 
against  the  general  opinion  and  feeling  of 
the  House.  My  own  opinion  is,  we  had 
much  better  avoid  placing  any  impediment 
in  the  way  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  s  calmly 
considering  the  matter.  And  I  hope  the 
bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (SirT.  Wilde), 
whose  opinion  I  ao  highly  value  on  thu 
question,  and  who  is  entitled  to  the  grati- 
tude of  the  Honse  for  the  manner  in  which 
be  has  fought  its  battles  of  privil^e,  will 
concur  with  me  in  thinking  that  we  sbaE 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  endanger  the 
authority  of  the  House,  which,  in  eomiKn 
with  me,  he  upholds,  not  for  the  dignity  of 
the  Bouse  itself,  hut  for  the  maintenanee 
of  the  essential  rights  of  the  people,  hj 
using  some  forbearance,  and  aflbrdiag 
some  time  to  the  hon.  Member  for  conn- 
deration.  Under  present  circomstaneea, 
the  wisest  course  we  can  adopt  is  peihaps 
to  adjourn  the  debate  till  Thursday  next. 
I  believe  the  course  we  are  taking,  in  order 
to  insure  the  maintenance  of  onr  own  au- 
thority, is  rather  a  novel  one  ;  and  I  am 
sure  that  a  result  not  too  hastily  anired  at 
-tjtU.  be  the  most  latisfactory. 
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Sn  T.  WILDE  beliered  the  Mime 
poaed  to  be  A  novel  one ;  but  he  I 
tlwt  cmutituted  an  objection  to  ite  being 
panned.  He  did  not  see  that  it  conld 
place  them  in  any  ■itnation  of  diffloolt;  out 
of  (loon  ;  if  any  noreltj  in  the  proceeding 
could  nuu  any  new  qnestaon  eltewhere, 
that  might  form  an  objection  to  taking  it. 
Conaidering  the  condnct  of  the  hon.  Uem- 
ber,  the  character  he  unireraally  bore,  and 
the  evidence  he  had  given  that  he  was 
acting  vrith  Mnoerity  and  from  correct 
motives,  though  perhapi  ^m  mietahen 
judgment,  he  (Sir  T.  Wilde)  hoped  he  woold 
not  refuae  to  consider  the  consequences  of 
his  own  proceedings.  As  far  as  be  was 
eoncemea,  he  shonld  be  the  last  peraon  to 
oppose  the  adjournment  of  the  qnostion 
for  a  short  time. 

Mr.  E.  B.  ROCHE  had  jnst  bad  a 
communication  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Limeiick,  which  iq)plied  strongly  to  the 
present  qneation.  His  hon.  Friend  thought 
it  qoite  unneeeesary  there  should  be  any 
farther  deW  interposed  between  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Honse  and  the  enforcing  of  that 
decision.  He  assured  hon.  Gentlemen 
that  he  was  not  performing  an  agreeable 
duty ;  it  was  a  task  he  discharged  with 
the  greatest  reluctance;  and  nothing  but  a 
strong  feeling  of  respect  for  bis  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Limerick  had  induced  him 
to  undertake  it.  He  was  aware  that  the 
House  had  shown  great  anxiety  that  his 
hon.  Friend  should  yield  and  adopt  a  rea- 
sonable couree  ;  and  nothing  but  a  strong 
feeling  of  friendship  for  the  hon.  Member 
could  have  induced  him  to  get  np  in  his 
place  and  put  this  unpteasuit  conclusion  to 
the  discussion.  But  his  hon.  Friend's 
opinion  of  the  rectitude  of  the  coune  he 
had  adopted  was  so  decided— he  was  so 
convinced  of  the  expediency  of  bringing 
the  matter  to  a  settlement,  and  that  this 
sort  of  discnssion  should  be  put  an  end  to 
as  soon  as  possible — that  his  hon.  Friend 
had  empowered  him  to  make  known  to  the 
House  that  his  resolution  and  Iub  opinion 
on  the  question  remained  the  same.  He 
thought  it  due  to  the  Honse  that  it  should 
be  informed  of  it. 

Sir  R.  peel  :  I  doubt  whether  the 
House  had  not  better  take  its  own  conrae  ; 
it  will  not  be  precluded  by  what  the  hon. 
Qentloman  has  stated  from  taking  that 
course.  As  it  is  our  judgment  that  we 
can  afford  the  delay  without  establiahing  an 
inconvenient  precedent,  1  think  the  debate 
had  better  be  adjourned,  and  after  the 
House  has  at«t«d  ttio  course  it  is  willing  to 
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pnnue,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  there 
will  be  a  general  desire  to  permit  ns  to  re- 
sume the  debate.  Giving  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman full  credit  for  bir  and  honourable 
motives,  still  the  Honse  cannot  receive  the 
statement  as  a  reason'  for  departing  from 
its  own  course. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Tborsday. 

A  short  time  afterwards,  MR.  POU- 
LETT  SCROFE  having  began  to  address 
the  House  on  his  Motion  relative  to  Wast* 
Lands,  the  Speaker  noticed  Mr.  Smitit 
O'Brien,  who  had  returned  to  the  Honse, 
and  said. 

The  SPEAKER:  Se^g  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  has  retnmed  to  hia 
seat,  I  shonld  state  that  it  is  an  unusual 
coarse  to  do  so;  it  would  be  advisable  that 
the  hon.  Member  should  retire  till  the  ad- 
journed debate  fixed  for  Thursday  next 
shall  have  termiuated. 

Mr.  S.  O'BRIEN  :  I  need  not  say  I 
bow  with  the  utmost  deference  to  your  de- 
cision. Sir,  and  your  authority  ;  at  the 
same  time,  I  should  not  have  felt  justified 
in  withdrawing  myself  voluntarily,  inas- 
much as  I  hare  several  Notices  on  tha 
Paper  for  this  evening,  which  I  shoold 
hare  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  brought  for- 
ward. [  The  Aon.  Member  then  bowed  to 
the  Chair  and  quitted  the  Home.] 

WASTE  LANDS  (IRELAND). 
Mr.  p.  SCROPE  rose  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  promoting  the  recla- 
mation of  Waste  Lands  in  Ireland.  He 
apologised  for  once  more  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  question  connected 
with  the  relief  of  the  Irish  poor.  He  was 
opes  that  Her  Majesty  s  Govemment 
would  have  saved  him  the  necessity  of 
doing  so,  by  taking  up  this  subject  them- 
selves. It  was  true,  at  the  beginning  of 
Sesuon  several  Bills  were  laid  npon 
Table  of  the  House  by  the  right 
.  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  effecting  simi* 
lar  objects  in  Ireland;  the  House  shortly 
after  passed  a  Drainage  Bill,  a  Fishery 
Bill,  a  Public  Works  BiU,  hut  he  looked  in 
vmn  for  a  Waste  Lands  Bill.  The  subject 
of  Waste  Lands  in  Ireland  had,  more  or 
teas,  occupied  the  attention  of  Pariiament 
for  a  long  series  of  years.  In  1809  a 
Commission  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  upon  the  Wastes  and  Boga  of 
Ireland,  and  that  Commission  made  several 
very  valuable  Reports,  In  1819,  in  1830, 
and  again  in  1835,  Committees  on  the 
state  of  Ireland  bad  also  taken  much  evi- 
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useful  Buggeetiona  upon  uie  same  subject 
but  up  to  1843  scarcely  auy  of  these  re- 
eommcndations  had  been  adopted.  In  that 
jrear  OiU  Act  was  passed  called  the  Drain- 
age Act,  wliicb,  from  various  difficulties 
thrown  in  ihi!  way,  liad  never  been  largely 
carried  into  effect.  He  believed  that  if, 
■ome  ten  years  agu,  efibctual  measures  had 
been  taken  to  reclaim  waste  lands  in  Ire- 
land, a  source  of  employment  would  have 
been  opened  to  the  people,  which  wotdd 
have  prevented  that  country  from  being 
reduced  to  its  present  unfortunate  condi- 
tion; at  all  eventg  the  misery  of  the  people 
would  have  been  alleviated,  and  distress 
and  crime  would  not  have  been  su  general 
as  now.  The  Land  Tenure  CommisBioD, 
over  which  Lord  Devon  presided,  reported 
last  year  that  in  their  opinion  a  proper 
Hystem  for  rcclmming  the  waste  lands  in 
Ireland  would  not  only  prove,  in  a  national 
sense,  highly  advantageous,  by  affording 
employment  to  the  people,  but  would  also 
be  a  highly  profitable  investment  for  those 
who  would  undertake  it.  The  time,  he 
thought,  had  come  when  it  was  no  longer 
safe  nor  desirable  that  the  reclamation  of 
the  waste  lands  should  be  left  to  a  spirit 
of  improvement  on  the  part  of  the  land- 
lords, who  had  hitherto  so  completely  neg- 
lected to  take  advantage  of  the  opportu- 
nities at  their  command.  Some  interven- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  was 
imperatively  called  for.  Facts  had  proved 
that  the  voluntary  efforts  of  the  landlords 
alone  could  not  he  depended  upon  to  effect 
auy  large  development  of  this  great  na- 
tional rc.iourcc  for  the  employment  and 
support  of  the  people.  And  if  it  were  said 
that  facilities  should  be  afforded  to  them 
by  the  law  to  dispose  of  their  waste  lands 
more  freely  than  they  could  do  at  present, 
the  answer  to  this  proposal  would  be,  that 
with  all  the  facilities  that  could  be  de- 
vised, or  afforded  to  the  landlords,  they 
would  still  be  too  slow  in  their  operation  to 
meet  the  pressing  demand  of  the  popula- 
tion for  fresh  land  t<i  cultivate.  And, 
moreover,  the  same  evils  would  follow, 
which  had  always  resulted  fiom  the  prac- 
tice of  returning  the  land,  without  condi- 
tion, after  reclamation,  to  the  landlord,  to 
be  by  him  let  or  sub-let  as  he  might  think 
fit.  In  fact,  the  very  term  "  waste  lands" 
was  a  disgrace  to  the  social  arrangements 
of  such  a  country  as  Ireland,  where  thou- 
sands upon  thousands  of  the  population 
continually  endured  unexampled  distress 
anJ  destitution  from  want  of  employment. 


There  were  in  Ireland  no  leaa  than  bii 
millions  two  hundred  and  ninety  tiiouBaad 
acres  of  wast«  land,  of  which  more  than 
four  millions,  according  to  the  calcul»tiMi 
of  Mr.  Griffiths,  and  four  milliona  and  » 
half  according  to  the  calculation  of  Dr. 
Kane,  were  capable  of  reclamation.  Thia 
vast  extent  of  uncultivated  wilds  was  spread 
here  and  there  almost  over  the  entire  anr- 
face  of  the  country.  In  the  provinees  of 
Munstcr  and  Connaughl  there  were  nearij 
two  millions  of  acres;  and  in  the  province 
of  Leinster,  the  best  cultivated  district  of 
the  country,  there  were,  notwithatanding, 
700,000  acres.  In  fact,  there  was  scarcely 
a  county  in  Ireland  in  which  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  soil,  whether  g^reater  ot 
smaller,  was  not  waste  and  uncultivated, 
although  to  a  very  great  extent  capable  of 
reclamation.  For  instance,  in  the  connty 
Donegal  there  were  400,000  acres  of  waste 
land,  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  which 
might  be  reclaimed.  In  the  coimtj  Mayo 
there  were  eight  hundred  thousand  acres, 
of  which  one  hundred  and  seventy  tfaon- 
sand  were  reclaimable;  and  in  Nenag^ 
the  very  heart  of  the  county  Tipperary, 
there  was,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  shootings, 
murders,  and  burnings,  a  vast  tract  of 
waste  land,  comprising  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  thousand  acres.  In  the  present 
condition  of  Ireland,  was  not  thia  a  shame- 
ful state  of  things  ?  Most  assuredly  it  was 
a  state  of  things  which  loudly  caJled  for 
the  interposition  of  Government.  The  be- 
neficial consequences  which  would  infalli- 
bly result  from  so  important  an  undertak- 
ing as  the  reclamation  of  the  waste  dis- 
tricts of  Ireland,  had  been  attested  by  the 
highest  authority.  The  evidence  adduced 
before  the  Devon  Commission  hod  been,  as 
he  would  show,  quite  conclusive  on  the 
point.  [Tho  hon.  Uember  proceeded  to 
read  extracts  from  the  evidence  of  numer- 
ous witnesses  examined  before  the  Com- 
mission in  question,  proving,  by  reference 
to  experiments  wbicn  had  already  been 
made,  the  easy  practicability  of  accom- 
plishing the  object  at  no  greater  cost,  on 
the  average,  than  from  51.  to  71.  per  acre; 
by  which,  in  hundreds  of  instances,  land 
worth  but  Is.  per  acre,  or  less,  had  been 
rendered  permanently  worth  a  rent  of  from 
20*.  to  46a.  per  acre.]  It  was  impossibto, 
after  reading  this  testimony,  to  enter- 
tain any  doubt  that  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  four  millions,  or  four  millions 
and  a  half,  acres  of  waste  land  in  Ireland, 
might  be  reclaimed,  not  by  a  profuse  out- 
lay of  capital,  but  by  the  judicious  expeo- 
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ditare  of  that  labour  which  was  now  unpro- 
dnctire  in  Ireland,  and  which  consiimed 
sv  of  thiLt  countiy,  without  adding 


ticability  of  the  reclamation  of  waste  lands 
had  heen  aUo  forcibly  insisted  on  in  a  hook 
published  ten  years  ago,  by  Captain  Ken- 
nedy, himself  an  active  improver,  and  lately 
Secretary  to  the  Devon  CommisHion — a 
rolnable  work,  which  had  been  pub- 
Usbed  under  the  somewhat  curious  title  of 
"  fnttrvct.  Employ,  Don't  Hang  them." 
Captain  Kennedy  supported  bis  proposi- 
tion, uamely,  that  it  was  idle  to  hope  that 
any  of  tbose  improvements  on  a  large 
scale  would  come  from  the  landlords,  and 
that  other  means  must  be  adopted  to  an  ex- 
tent that  would  relieve  Ireland  from  the 
extraordinary  diffiuutties  in  which  it  was 
placed.  The  time  had  come  when  measures 
should  be  taken,  on  the  port  of  Parliament, 
to  effect  those  improvements  which  the  land- 
lords themselves  hod  neglected  to  under- 
take. If  he  were  asked  the  reason  why  the 
tenants  themselves  did  not  improve  those 
lands,  it  was,  that  they  were  not  generally 
allowed  that  permanent  tenure  which  was 
universally  known  to  be  the  great  stimulus 
to  improvement.  He  referred  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Ur.  J.  M'Cann,  Mr.  Cassidy,  and 
other  persona,  in  support  of  this  proposi- 
tion. The  usual  mode,  it  would  appear, 
for  encouraging  the  improvement  of  waste 
land,  was  this,  to  permit  a  tenant  to  creep 
up  a  mountain  side,  or  encroach  on  the 
edge  of  a  bog  ;  and  after  some  time,  when 
the  land  was  made  prodnctire,  the  agent 
or  landlord  came  down  upon  him  and  in- 
creased the  rent,  thus  depriving  the  tenant 
of  the  advantages  of  the  improvements  he 
had  made;  and  under  those  circumstances 
it  was  not  surprising  there  should  be  a  dis- 
inclination on  the  part  of  tenants  to  improve. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Cavendish  stated,  that  in 
many  instances  within  his  own  memory, 
tenants  bad  reclaimed  bad  or  waste  land; 
but  they  received  no  encouragement  to  do 
so,  for  the  rente  were  raised.  The  ques- 
tion was  asked  of  Mr.  Cavendish,  liF  he 
found  that  system  prevuled  generally? 
Hisanswerwos — "Yes,  on  many  estates." 
The  question  was  then  asked,  "How  sooi 
after  the  reclamation  of  the  land  was  th 
rent  raised?"  The  reply  was — in  two  years 
and  consequently,  the  tenants  had  no  cou 
Hdcnce  that  they  would  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  own  labours.  It  was  worthy  of  remark, 
that  this  had  taken  place  in  the  county  of 
Uayo,  where  two-thirds  of  the  entire  county 
were  wa.^le.    He  next  referred  to  the  evi- 


denoe  of  the  Rev.  J.  Halpen,  county  Li- 
merick, and  Hr.  Maurice  CoUea,  who  stated 
that  a  feeling  existed  amongst  the  tenant 
class,  that  any  improvements  effected  by 
them  would  be  followed  by  an  increase  u 
rent.  He  would  not  have  troubled  the 
House  in  this  way,  but  it  woa  important  to 
state  the  grounds  on  which  be  oaaed  bis 
opinion  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  leave 
to  the  voluntary  extortions  of  landlords  of 
tenants  in  Ireland  the  improvemmt  of 
waste  lands,  which  hitherto  had  been  so 
much  neglected  in  a  country  that  so  ur- 
gently called  for  improvement.  Time  was 
pressing — the  popuUtion  was  increasing — 
misery  of  the  country  was  still  grow- 
Twenty  years  ago,  it  was  in  a  state 
that  reflected  disgrace  on  the  country;  and 
recent  Commissions  showed  that  the  amount 
of  distress  and  the  number  of  persons  un- 
employed were  increasing  up  to  this  day. 
Again,  there  were  clearances  continually 
taking  place.  It  was  formerly  the  prac- 
I  in  Ireland  for  landlords  to  let  land 
lease  for  a  term  of  years,  or  for  lives, 
and  those  leases  were  day  by  dav  expir- 
ing. The  consequence  was,  that  tbe  large 
number  of  persons  who  were  encouraged 
to  grow  up  upon  the  lands  so  demised, 
were  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  head  land- 
lord when  he  came  into  possession  of  the 
property.  They  had  heard  an  instance  on 
the  preceding  night  of  the  mode  in  which 
those  clearances  were  effected ;  and  it 
seemed  to  be  the  general  feeling  in  the 
House,  that  the  mode  in  which  that  parti- 
cular clearance  was  effected  was  only  the 
firoper  application  of  the  power  of  the 
andlord  to  deal  with  bis  property.  He 
would  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  a  land- 
lord was  justified  in  so  dealing  with  his 
property,  and  ejecting  large  masses  of 
persons  from  it;  whether  this  act  was  done 
harshly,  or  in  tiie  supposed  humane  manner 
that  bad  been  referred  to  on  the  preceding 
night.  At  all  events,  such  clearances  hod 
been  continually  taking  place:  they  had 
been  going  on  for  a  series  of  years,  and 
would  continue  to  take  place  probably  in 
an  accelerated  ratio ;  and  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  provide  some  resource  for 
the  poor  people  so  evicted,  who  were  now 
liable  to  starve  on  the  highways,  or  in  the 
crowded  hovels  of  the  neighbouring  towna, 
to  which  they  must  resort  in  the  vain  hope 


bis  attention  to  this  subject,  when  be 
had  the  bonoor  of  being  a  member  of  the 
Public  Works  Committee  in  the  year  1835, 


{COUlfOKS} 


{httamdi. 


1304 


He  thongfat  that  the  reoomraendatioit  of 
die  Report  of  th&t  Committee  with  regard 
to  the  reclamation  of  waste  land  did  not 


go  anfficientlr  far;  and  ho  delivered  t 
Committee  his 


the 


I  opinion  on  what  he 
considered  the  proper  mode  of  dealing  with 
those  lands.  His  opinion  on  the  subject  re- 
mained unchanged,  and  waa  the  foundation 
of  the  measure  which  he  would  venture  to 
ask  the  consent  of  the  House  to  allow  him 
to  introduce.  He  would,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  read  some  passages 
fnm  the  Paper  containing  the  recommen- 
dations he  ^en  submitted  to  Parliament 
for  adoption.  His  suggestioa  then  was 
precisely  the  same  as  his  present  proposi- 
tion, namely,  that  they  should  by  compul- 
sory process — but  only  such  process  as  was 
adopted  in  the  case  of  all  landed  property 
when  required  for  public  purposes — pur- 
chase from  the  owners  such  tracts  of  waste 
land  as  might  be  wanted  for  the  pur- 
poses proposed.  That  was  the  pnnci- 
ple   adopted  with   reference  to    land  re- 

5uired  for  railways  and  turnpike  raads. 
'he  precedent  in  regard  to  railways  was 
applicable  to  what  he  now  proposed.  It 
even  went  beyond  it ;  for  the  land  taken 
for  railways  was  generally  cnl^vated  land, 
whereas  the  lands  sought  by  his  pro- 
position to  he  obtained  were  waste  lands, 
and  the  object  was  to  improve  them.  The 
proprietors  could  not  justly  complain  that 
their  property  should  be  taken  from  them, 
for  it  would  be  taken  at  a  fair  valuation  hj 
the  verdict  of  a  Jury,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  reclaimed  hy  a  more  rapid  and  ex- 
tenaivc  mode  than  it  was  likely  they  would 
themselves  adopt,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  a  larger  supply  of  food  to  the 
starving  population  of  Ireland,  He  should 
adopt  that  proposal  in  preference  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  :  ail 
of  which  required  the  assent  of  the  land- 
lords to  the  improvements,  relying  more 
or  legs  npon  the  activity  and  voluntary 
exertions  of  the  landlords  to  effect  those 
improvementi,  and  which  also  left  the  land 
BO  improved  to  the  landlord,  to  he  dealt 
with  by  him,  and  let  out  in  the  ordinary 
way  that  cultivated  land  was  let  out  in 
Ireland.  But  the  great  benefit  which  he 
{Mr.  Scropo)  conceived  would  result  from 
taking  those  waste  lands  was  this,  that  it 
would  bo  in  the  power  of  the  State 
to  dispose  of  them  in  the  manner  most 
beneficial  to  the  country,  subsidiary  to 
other  measures  of  improvement  for  the 
advantage  of  the  people  of  Ireland;  not 
merely  in  empioyiDg  vast  numbers  of  la- 


bourers who  wer«  now  deititato  of  employ- 
ment, but  in  locating  apoB  tLoae  wuHa 
lands — when  more  or  lees  improiTed — a 
large  body  of  that  nnfbrtnnate  eUaa  who, 
whether  as  labourers  or  ejected  tenanta,  or 
persons  who,  from  the  pressing  oompetitioD 
for  land,  were  unable  to  obtiun  faims.  It 
would  he  in  the  power  of  the  State — uid 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  most  valuable 
and  beneficial  purpose  to  efliBCt — to  grant 
perpetuity  leases,  or  to  giro  fee^irni^e 
grants  to  those  parties  who  were  so 
located ;  which  would  confer  on  them 
that  permanent  interest  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  property  which  was  only  to 
be  found  in  a  long  and  endurable  teunre. 
He  thought  it  would  be  most  deairable 
for  Ireland  to  create  an  intennediate 
class  of  persons  of  that  description  oeeo- 
pying  farms  of  their  own.  and  who 
would  be  sure  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  their 
own  industry.  His  proposal  was  this,  to 
authorize  the  Board  of  Works  to  pnrohaae 
tracts — not  less  than  one  thousand  acrei 
lying  together — of  waste  landa,  and  to  pay 
for  them  according  to  the  valuation  pro- 
vided by  the  Drainage  and  Fishery  Act  rf 
this  Session;  that  the  pnrchase  money 
should  be  applied  in  the  same  way  as 
directed  by  that  Act  amongst  the  putiee 
interested ;  that  the  Board  should  Be  au- 
thorised to  open  up  those  lands,  to  make 
drains,  and  any  other  improvements  they 
thought  necessary;  and  should  be  recom- 
mended, when  they  had  so  opened  up  the 
lands,  to  divide  them  into  farms  of  from 
five  to  one  hundred  acres;  that  they  should 
bo  empowered  also  to  commence  the  recla- 
mation of  same  lots,  and  to  offer  such 
farms,  whether  wholly  waste  or  partially 
reclaimed,  either  for  sale,  with  a  fee-simple 
title,  or  on  lease  in  perpetuity  for  a  fixed 
ront ;  but  always  with  the  option  to  the 
tenant  to  purohase  the  fee,  if  necessary, 
by  instalments.  This  would  be  a  great 
improvement  upon  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  Irish  Waste  Lands  Society ;  and  by 
it  employment  might  he  given  to  a  vast 
number  of  people  who  were  now  idle. 
The  example  of  the  Waste  Lands  Socie^ 
might  in  some  other  respects  he  followed; 
and  ho  recommended  that  the  system 
should  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible, 
upon  n  lai^  scale,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  unemployed  population  of 
Ireland  some  means  of  subsistence.  Some 
measure  for  enlarging  and  extending  the 
Poor  Law  of  Iroland  could  not,  under  any 
ciroumstaoces,  he  long  delayed ;  and  this 
scheme  would  enable  the  unions  to  tend 
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their  poor  to  those  diatncts  at  oneo,  where 
a  laiT[0  number  of  them  might  be  nsefnllj 
emploj^ed  in  tm  inexpensiTo  manner.  The 
rest  would  no  donbt  bo  absorbed  by  em- 
plojment  found  for  them  upon  the  land 
alreadj  in  cnltiration,  through  the  reactive 
influence  of  the  Poor  Law  upon  the  land- 
lorde.  It  might  he  said  that  the  farmers 
had  no  capital,  and  that  they  would  not 
purchftBe  tne  reclaimed  land.  On  this 
point  he  assured  the  House  that  the  fanners 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cork  had  more 
than  200,0001.  lodged  in  the  ssTings  bank; 
and  that  many  of  them  could  aiTord  le  pay 
100(.  purchase  money.  There  was  a  large 
amount  of  capital  concealed  in  small  sums 
among  the  Irish  tenantry,  and  unemployed 
for  want  of  opportunities  of  industrial  in- 
Testment.  So  far  from  there  being  any 
likelihood  of  a  want  of  applicants  for  these 
forms,  one  witness  before  the  late  Com- 
raission  frankly  stated  that  the  landlords 
would  lose  many  of  their  best  tenants  by 
the  adoption  of  this  system,  for  they  would 
leave  their  holdings  and  buy  these  reclaimed 
farms  for  themselves.  But  his  proposal 
was  not  confined  to  the  sale  of  farms  to  those 
who  might  he  able  to  buy  them,  but  tbey 
might  he  leased  to  a  lower  class,  who  had 
less  means ;  in  respect  to  whom  he  would  re- 
nark  that  the  tenants  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Society  were  enabled  to  go  on  without 
capital,  cultivating  one  acre  at  a  time,  and 
it  was  expected  that  by  degress  they  would 
bring  their  whole  ten  or  fifteen  acres  into 
nseful  occupation.  The  Waste  Lands  So- 
ciety had,  in  this  way,  no  less  than  18.000 
acres  ander  reclamation,  all  of  which  they 
expected  would  become  profitable  land. 
The  Committee  of  1 835  recommended  that 
facilities  should  he  given  to  the  landlords 
for  improvements  of  this  sort ;  but  at  the 
tame  time  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Qalway,  who  eat  at  the  head  of  that 
Commission,  suggested  that  it  would  be 
desirable,  if  no  greater  progress  was  made 
in  this  direction  than  hod  been  of  late 
years  the  case,  for  Government  to  step  in 
and  nndertake  them.  He  recommended 
something  like  the  same  plan,  which  had 
already  been  adopted  in  the  poor  colonies 
of  Bcli^um  and  Holland  as  a  means  of 
employing  the  able-bodied  vagrants  and 
mendicants,  and  such  as  showed  an  un- 
willingness to  work.  In  this  country 
we  im])risoned  vagrants  who  were  found 
wandering  without  visible  means  of  sub- 
sistence :  his  proposal  was,  that  ther 
Mhonld  not  be  imprisoned,  but  (Employed 
productively.     The  case  of  the  popolation 


of  Ireland  was  so  desperate,  the  want  of 
employment  so  great,  and  there  was  also 
such  a  waste  of  subsistence,  not  to  speak 
of  the  crime  produced  by  destitution,  that 
it  was  desirable  Parliament  should,  by 
powerful  measureH,  give  employment  to  the 
population.  In  the  reclamation  of  waste 
lands  there  existed  these  means  of  employ- 
ment, which  would  also  enrich  the  countir, 
and  which,  far  from  taxing  the  landlord, 
would  beneficially  repay  them  for  the  ex- 
penditure. Mr.  Thornton,  in  his  philo- 
sophical work  on  Over- Population,  held  Bo 
strong  an  opinion  in  favour  of  some  such 
plan  as  this,  for  enabling  the  starving 
people  of  Ireland  to  maintain  themselves 
by  reclaiming  and  cultivating  the  landi 
which  the  law  now  allowed  individuals  to 
lock  up  in  nnproducfive  barrenness,  that 
he  actually  declared  the  Irish  would  be 
justified  in  calling  for  a  Repeal  of  the 
Union,  unless  it  were  adopted.  The  hon. 
Ucmber  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SHARMAN  CRAWFORD  rose 
to  support  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Stroud.  At  that  honr  of 
the  night  he  would  not  go  into  much  detail, 
but  he  wished  briefly  to  notice  one  or  two 
points  connected  with  the  subject.  He 
thought  that  one  of  the  most  important 
steps  that  could  be  taken  for  the  advantage 
of  Ireland,  would  he  the  reclaiming  of  the 
waste  lands  ;  and  he  was  also  of  opinion, 
that  when  that  duty  was  not  performed  by 
the  landlords,  the  Oovemment  ought  to 
take  it  into  their  own  hands.  By  having 
the  waste  lands  in  their  possession,  the 
Government  woidd  be  able  to  provide  allot- 
ments where  there  was  an  overflow  of 
population,  wbile,  by  introducing  an  im- 
proved and  proper  system  of  farming,  they 
would  be  enabled  to  advanco  the  agricul- 
tural education  of  the  people.  Above  all, 
he  looked  on  the  reclamation  of  the  waste 
land  as  one  of  the  most  essential  modes  of 
removing  the  horftjrs  of  the  clearance  sys- 
tem. Ho  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Government  and  of  the  House  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Society  of  Ireland,  as  an  in- 
stance of  the  great  benefit  that  might  bo 
derived  from  their  system  being  fully  car- 
ried out.  The  hon.  Member  then  read  an 
account  of  the  system  followed  by  that  so- 
ciety in  reclaiming  and  selling  their  lands, 
and  then  continued  to  soy  that  they  hod 
no  other  remedy  for  the  state  of  the  people 
of  that  country  e;iccpt  emigration.  Wheh 
they  reflected  on  the  great  expense  of 
sending  persona  to  a  foreign  land,  holr 


1207 


WatU  Lands 


conld  thej  think  of  adopting  it  wliile  they 
allowed  the  waste  landa  of  their  oitd  coun- 

Sto  remain  unreclaimed  and  unoccupied? 
e  Bill  which  he  hod  brought  in  last  Ses- 
sion was  onlj  intended  to  provide  compen- 
sation for  those  tenants  who  bad  made  iiu- 
prorements  ;  and  some  further  measures 
were,  therefore,  clearly  necessary  at  pre- 
sent to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people. 
That  Bill  would  have  been  gladly  accepted 
by  the  people  of  Ireland  ten  years  ago;  but 
neither  it  nor  any  measure  of  compensa- 
tion would  be  now  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
people.  So  much  for  delay.  For  these 
reasons,  he  would  give  his  most  cordial 
■opport  to  the  &[otiori  of  his  bon.  Friend. 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  bad  hoped  some 
Irish  Members  might  have  been  induced  to 
ibltow  the  Mover  and  Seconder  of  this  Mo- 
tion, for  he  was  convinced  that  on  a  matter 
of  this  description,  local  knowledge  and 
experience  were  infinitely  better  guides 
than  the  wisest  theories  or  the  most  spe- 
cious arguments.  He  was,  however,  un- 
willing to  offer  opposition  to  a  proposition 
of  this  kind;  for,  looking  at  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  it  was  impossible  to  overlook  the 
iact  that  with  all  that  dense  mass  of  popu- 
lation, vast  tracts  of  that  country  were  still 
uncultivated.  At  the  same  time,  when  be 
reflected  that  it  was  at  so  short  a  distance 
from  this  country,  whence  capital  had  such 
a  tendency  to  flow  wherever  there  was  a 
prospect  of  profit,  he  thought  it  bardly  pos- 
sible there  could  bo  4,000,000  acres  of 
land  capable  of  profitable  improvement  in  a 
cotmtry  where  wages  were  exceedingly 
low,  and  yet  that  capital  had  not  been  em- 
ployed in  reclaiming  them.  He  understood 
the  bon.  Gentleman  to  state  broadly  that  by 
an  outlay  of  not  more  than  10/.  per  acre 
these  lands  could  be  so  reclaimed  that  in 
one  year  the  crop  would  repay  the  outlay, 
or  at  all  events  that  in  six  or  seven  years 
it  would  afford  a  good  profit.  But  if  pri- 
vate capital  could  not  be  advantageously 
lud  out  in  euch  speculations,  he  feared  the 
public  money  would  he  laid  out  still  less 
advantageously.  He  observed,  too,  there 
was  coDsidernble  difference  of  opinion 
betvreen  the  Mover  and  Seconder  of  the 
Bill  on  some  matters  of  great  importance. 
The  bon.  Mover  appeared  to  contemplate 
the  erection  on  these  lands  of  habitations  of 
the  humblest  description,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  30s.  for  each  hovel,  while  the  bon. 
Member  for  Rochdale  (and  he  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  entirely),  thought  that 
good  teuemenia  would  be  necessary;  that 
merai  habiia  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  de- 
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igredients  for  the  success  of  »aj  sneh 
measure  ;  and  without  good  cott^es  no 
such  habita  and  decencies  conld  be  aecnr- 
ed.  Then,  with  respect  to  the  subdivision 
of  land,  the  hon.  Mover  proposed  tfaat  the 
holdings  should  not  exceed  twenty  acres, 
and  he  contemplated  some  not  exceed- 
ing five  ;  in  which  case  it  was  manifest 
that  tenements  of  the  kind  contemplated  by 
the  bon.  Seconder  would  exceed  the  value 
of  the  land  held  by  the  occupiers.  Thehon. 
Mover  also  thought  the  redaioted  lands 
should  be  held  in  fee,  on  leases  of  long 
duration,  or  in  perpetuity  at  a  quit-rent  ; 
while  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale  (and 
in  this  also  he  entirely  agreed  with  him) 
pointed  out  tbe  expense  which  would  be 
incurred  in  the  undertaking,  and  that  in 
consequence  the  holders  should  be  placed 
under  stringent  regulations  as  to  manage- 
ment, and  should  be  removable  for  breach  of 
covenant.  Thehon.  Mover  also  thought  the 
land  so  reclaimed  should  be  brought  in  aid 
of  the  redundant  population  of  those  parts  of 
Ireland  which  were  now  in  cultivation;  bnt 
inasmuch  as  these  parties  would  be  found  ta 
be  most  in  want  and  destitution,  that  would 
be  quite  incompatible  with  the  other  part 
of  the  plan,  that  tbe  land  should  be  sold, 
which  presumed  the  possession  of  capital. 
Whatever,  therefore,  was  laid  ont  for  this 
purpose  by  the  Government  must  be  con- 
sidered as  sunk  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  des- 
titute population  of  Ireland.  He  was  not, 
however,  prepared  to  discuss  on  this  occa- 
sion a  subject  of  such  paramount  national 
importance.  But  before  he  sat  down  he 
must  advert  to  one  statement  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman — namely,  that  since  he  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  the  subject  ten  years 
ago,  nothing  bad  been  done  for  the  in- 
struclion  or  employment  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  He  thought,  in  making  Uiia  state- 
ment, the  hon.  Member  had  hardly  done  jus- 
tice to  some  measures  which  be,  in  common 
with  the  hon.  Member  bad  cordially  sun- 
ported.  Hb  had  the  satisfaction  of  stat^g 
that  it  appeared  bv  tbe  Report  of  the  Ka- 
tional  Board  of  Education,  that  400,000 
children  were  receiving  in  Ireland  as  good 
an  education  as  was  given  in  any  other 
country  of  the  world.  He  stated  this 
with  coufidence ;  and  with  respect  to 
employment,  even  since  they  had  assem- 
bled in  the  present  Session,  half  a  million 
of  money  had  been  granted  for  works,  to 
afford  employment  to  the  Irish  people. 
He  hoped  that  these  grants  would  leaa  ta 
an  advanco  of  the  productive  power  of  tha( 


1209        WatU  Landi  (Ireland).        (April  29} 


Standing  Orders.  1210 


country,  and  thftt  although  the  present  ca- 
lamity was  a  seTCro  one,  good  might  ulti- 
mately result  from  it,  aud  from  the  atten- 
tioD  which  ia  cousequeace  of  this  calamity 
Irish  subjects  had  recently  received  from 
the  people  and  Legislature  of  England. 
With  reapect  to  the  present  Bill,  when 
introduced,  he  irould  gire  it  his  hest  at- 
tention ;  and  it  was  quite  posuble  that  in 
its  prugresB  through  the  Houee  Buch 
Amendments  might  be  made  as  would 
render  it  much  more  suitable  than  the  out- 
line now  sketched  for  their  adoption.  For 
these  reasons,  therefore,  he  should  acqiuesce 
in  the  Motion. 

Mr.  E.  B.  KOCHE  was  anxious  to  see 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  before  he 
GxpresBed  his  opinion  with  regard  to  its  de- 
tails. The  right  hon.  Baronet  said  he 
could  not  understand  how  4,000,000  acres 
of  waste  land  could  remain  unreclaimed,  if 
it  were  suseentihle  of  being  cultivated  with 
advantage.  Now  the  fact  was,  that  the 
great  bar  to  the  reclamation  of  wast«  lands 
in  Ireland  was  the  law  of  entail,  which  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  the  English  capital- 
ist to  lay  out  his  money  with  the  prospect 
of  repaying  himself.  Another  bar  was 
that  persons  would  not  take  the  land  unless 
they  could  get  leases;  and  there  was,  un- 
fortunately, a  foolish  disinclination  on  the 
part  of  the  Irish  landlords  to  grant  leases. 
The  Bill  under  consideration  proposed  to 
invest  the  Board  of  Works  with  a  control 
over  the  money  to  be  granted  under  the 
Bill;  this  he  strongly  objected  to,  because 
a  feeling  was  growing  up  iu  Ireland  that 
that  Board  was  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
performance  of  its  functions  with  advan- 
tage to  the  public  iuterests.  If  the  mea- 
sure was  taken  up  at  all,  it  should  be  taken 
up  in  a  comprehensive  and  independent 
manner,  altogether  apart  from  the  "jog- 
trot" machinery  at  present  in  existence. 
With  respect  to  distress  existing  in  Ireland, 
although  it  was  stated  that  half  a  million 
hod  been  spent  in  that  country  for  its  re- 
lief, he  was  not  aware  of  the  expenthture 
of  a  single  sixpence. 

Mr.  WYSE  said,  there  must  ho  some 
now  arrangement  to  meet  the  dire  distress 
that  existed  in  Ireland,  and  the  increasing 
population  of  the  country.  The  great  mass 
of  the  people  of  England  were  employed  in 
manufactures;  while  in  Ireland  7,000,000 
out  of  the  8.000,000  of  people  were  en- 
gaged in  agriculture,  2.000.000  of  whom 
were  actual  paupers,  and  1,000,000  on  the 
verge  of  want.  The  question  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  decide  was,  to  provide   the 


means  of  support  for  that  population.  The 
law  should  interfere  to  permit  the  landlords 
to  regulate  their  property,  ob  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  solely  dependent  upon  agri- 
cultural laboilrs.  At  present  there  were 
d,000,000  of  acres  cultivable  out  of  the 
6,000,000  waste  in  Ireland.  In  case  of 
landlords  not  having  capital  to  reclaim 
these  lands,  it  would  be  desirablo  that  the 
Government  should  take  the  reclamation  of 
them  into  their  own  hands.  He  would 
support  the  Bill,  because  it  would  be  useful 
to  Ireland;  and  he  suggested  that  all  the 
Boards  in  Ireland  relating  to  the  question 
should  be  consolidated.  He  entreated  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  devote  his  earnest 
attention  to  the  eatabtishment  of  agricul- 
tural schools  and  model  farms  in  Ire- 
land. 

Mb.  a.  LEFROY  was  gratified  to  find 
that  such  a  measnre  as  this  was  con- 
templated. An  improvement  of  the  waste 
lands  in  Ireland  would  be  the  most  import- 
ant benefit  that  could  possibly  he  conferred 
on  Ireland,  He  hoped  Members  on  both 
sides  would  unite  in  supporting  this  mea- 

Leave  given. 

House  adjourned  at  half  post  Twelve 
o'clock. 
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ChuTcti  at  EnglMnd  I'T  A 

la  Chunh  EdiHaUon  SucMf. — By  tntn]  hOB 

from  IB  lnomaiM  number  or  piKH.fCrr  BmIct 

of  thf  LonTi  Di]r.~B)  Mr.  Fotmiui,  ftmn  tnhiUtuU  of 

Bridgmtrr  mil  lit  Ntf^hbouihood,  for  Rtpt^  i^  Ibt 

Miynoodi  Colltge  An.—  By  Hnnl  hm.  Maaben,  tma 

■  number  oF  placM,  In   braul  of  (he  Romu  CUhnlle 

rrtm  Wrili  4d<1  Bildpon,  igelnl  Unkn  of  St  Aapta  ind 

Baogni  DIofOH By  S\r  R.  K.  IngUhFrain  HnabBioT 

lb*  PmbrUrr  of  Lorn,  mi  HntnUnr  ind  RemunI 
Membeti  of  the  Synod  (<  AtaideM,  ^ilnit  the  AtaollDaa 
ot  TcMi  In  ScotlUh  UDlnnllleri.— By  WTenl  boo.  Midi- 
ben,  tmo  Tirioui  pluet.  fnr  RUtnf  Owsen  in  U*n  of 
Occuplen  or  Ttnementi By  HTtnl  ban.  Hrniben.  ftem 


STANDING  ORDERS. 
Mr.  B.  HODGSON  moved  the  follow- 
ing Resolntion  of  which  ho  had  giren  no- 


Coogle 
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-TodiKbtfgaOnlerfSted  A[*U),  ■  Tint  it  U 

BUI.  origiutcd  in  this  IIouk,  reUtiog  to  uy 
Railway,  before  prooeeding  with  the  meriM  of  nch 
BlU,  to  require  to  be  pradDc«d  before  them,  aod 
Nnfted  by  the  Fromoten,  *c.;'  »nd  to  zdotb.  in 
Umi  thennf. '  That  it  be  ui  iuiuiiction  t«  the  Com- 
niCtee  on  eiri?  Private  Bill,  originated  in  thU 
Hmur.  teUtiiig  to  any  RailwaT,  to  rmiuire  to  be 
frodoeed  before  them,  and  Terified  by  the  pro- 
He  did  not  wisli  to  jireclodc  the  Committee 
from  obt&iDing  the  information  ensured  by 
the  Standing  Order;  but  he  wonld  leave 
them  to  get  it  in  the  conrae  of  their  inqui- 
riei.  with  a  diwretion  to  enforce  the  giving 
of  it,  if  neecRsary.  The  House  had  just 
hftd  an  instance  of  a  Chairman  being 
obliged  to  come  doirn  in  order  to  obtain 
the  leave  of  the  Hotiso  to  proceed  in  oppo- 
Ution  to  this  StandiDg  Order;  and  he 
merely  wished  to  place  all  Comniitteefi  in 
the  same  position, 

Mh.  T.  S.  DUNCOMBEswd,  he  thought 
the  bon.  Member  had  made  out  no  case 
whatever  for  the  rescinding  thiR  Standing 
Order.  The  only  case  to  which  he  had 
been  able  to  refer,  in  which  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  depart  from  tliia  Order  was 
that  of  some  Scotch  railnrays. 

Sir  G.  clerk  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsburj-,  that  with  a  riew  to 
being  able  to  distinguish  between  bonA 
Jide  projects  and  bubble  schemes,  the 
Committees  ought  to  have  all  the  attain' 
■hie  information  possible  before  them, 

Mr.  HODGSON  said,  as  hia  Motion 
did  not  seem  to  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  House,  he  would  not  prest 
H. 

Mo^on  withdrawn. 

ATTEKDANCE  OS  COMMITTEES. 
Mb.  ESTCOURT,  in  moving  that  Se 
lect  Committees  have  leave  to  sit  during 
tbe  siting  of  the  House  to-day,  obserrct 
that  8  question  was  yesterday  raised  as  ti 
whether  it  would  be  the  duty  of  a  Membei 
'nted  upon  a  Committee  to  attend  tbi 
iB  or  the  Committee  when  their  sitting! 


derable  eipetue  and  inocwretuanea;  aad 
9  was  sure  that,  unleM  in  a  caae  of  gn«t 
nportancc,  no  hon-  Member  vonld  reqiiMt 
le  adjouniTnent  of  a  Cooimitlee,  Ha 
iiust  add,  that  thia  waa  merelj  his  ova 
pinion,  and  that  it  was,  of  oonrae,  &K 
le  House  to  decide  upon  the  qoeation- 

LoRD  G.  SOMERSET  agreed  with  tha 
on.  GcntlemOD  that  tlie  panunonnt  dntj 
fhon.  Members  waa  to  attend  tlw  pn>- 
eedings  of  the  House. 

Sir  G.  grey  said,  the  Order  mado  b; 
le  Ilouae  from  time  to  time  aa  to  Wednea- 
ays  was  aimply  this— not  that  Con^oit- 
Ks  should  sit,  but  that  they  ahonld  havo 
ermissiou  to  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the 
loose.  If  the  five  members  of  a  Commit- 
ae  were  aware  that  a  debate  of  import- 
ncc  was  coming  on,  and  if  they  felt  it  their 
laramount  duty  to  their  conatitaenta  and 
a  the  publie  to  be  present  at  aneh  debate. 
t  was  competent  to  them  to  a^jaam  the 
'ommittee  and  to  attend  the  Hooae.  If 
he  majority  should  deem  it  their  duty  to 
ontinoe  the  sitting  of  the  Committee,  the 
ithcr  one  or  two  Members  might  abaent 
bemselves;  and  the  House  had  provided 
hat  the  Committee  might  still  contiuae  ita 
litting.  Tbo  absence  of  those  Uemben 
rould,  however,  be  reported  to  the  Honae, 
Lod  they  would  be  called  upon  for  an  expla* 
kation.  If  it  had  appeared  that  Ihey  had 
ittended  the  House,  even  if  they  hsj  not 
aken  part  in  the  debate — for  he  cwiai- 
lered  that  many  hon.  Members  moat  <S> 
:iently  discharged  thur  duty  by  listening 
«  the  debates,  as  be  thought  the  House 
Tould  admit — in  bis  opinion  their  sbseiieo 
Tom  the  Committee  ahonld  he  thought  es- 
iosable. 

Mk.  AGLIONBY  said,  that  daring  the 
wrly  part  of  the  Session  the  House  m* 
leprived  of  the  services  of  a  great  nmnber 
}f  hon.  Members  who  formed  the  CommiU 
£e  on  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  who 
night,  in  his  opinion,  be  employed  muck 
more  advantageously  for  the  pnUie  in- 
terests. No  less  than  forty-two  memben 
.ppointed  to  investigate  these  peti> 


happened  to  be  concurrent.    Uo  considerci     lions;  uiey  frequently  sat  five  hours  a  dar 


that  the  first  duty  of  a  Member  was 
tend  to  the  interests  of  his  constituentB  ii 
the  House;  and  if  any  Member  of  a  Com 
mittee  stated  to  such  Committee  that  bo  wa: 
desirous  of  attending  the  House  with  thi 
bond  fide  intention  of  taking  part  in  a.  dv 
bate,  it  would  clearly  be  the  duty  <if  thi 
Committee  to  adjourn.  Such  adjournments 
however,  would  subject  the  parties  engage* 
D  the  prosecution  of  private  Bills  to  oon 


for  four  or  five  days  in  the  week;  and  if  it 
liappened — aa  waa  sometimes  the  eaae  froga 
the  pressure  of  their  other  dntjee,  and  llie 
severe  labour  required  from  them  on  that 
Committee — that  a  quorum  waa  not  pre- 
sent, great  expense  and  inconvenience  wet« 
occasioned  by  tbe  detention  of  witoesaea  in 
town.  He  considered  that  ^s  aubjeet 
deserved  attention,  with  a  view  to  relieve 
hon.    Memben  from  the  perforjuKDce   of 
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ddties  wbiob,  in  his  opiiiion,  were  mfwior 
to  those  thoy  ought  to  be,  oklled  upon  to 
diMiharge. 

Soi  J.  C.  HOBHOUSE  thon^t,  tbftt 
■otn«  genenl  rule  ought  to  be  laid  dona 
wilii  r«gud  to  the  littiog  of  Committees, 
«•  well  far  the  oonrenience  of  tho  pubLo  as 
of  the  Houte.  He  was  Chairmaa  of  a 
Committee  to  which  a  group  of  Sootch 
nilwajB  had  been  referred,  and  which  had 
•djonmed  over  to^y.  There  were  manj^ 
wibieMea  from  Tarioua  parts  of  Scotland 
wuting  to  be  examined  before  that  Com- 
mittee; and  jeatardaj  there  were  no  less 
than  ten  oounsel  present,  and,  for  aught  he 
knew,  twice  as  manj  agents.  He  men- 
titmed  this  fact  to  ahow  Uie  euormooa  ex- 
pense incurred  erery  day,  whether  the 
Committae  did  or  did  not  sit.  He  had 
seen  on  the  Notice  Paper  for  to-day  two 
measures  in  which  his  oonstitnents  took 
very  great  interest;  but  as  he  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  it  oonld  not  ait  in 
his  absence,  and  as  he  was  naturally  an- 
xioui  to  attend  the  House,  the  only  oourae 
they  oould  take  was  (although  he  regretted 
the  necessity  of  the  step)  to  adjourn  the 
Committee  until  to-morrow.  He  cousider' 
ed  that  it  should  not  he  lefl  tothe  Commit- 
tMa  to  determine  whether  they  would  or 
wonld  not  sit  on  Wednesdays,  but  that 
some  invariable  rule  should  be  Iwd  down 
OB  the  subject. 

Ha.  H.  GIBSON  expressed  his  ooncnr- 
renee  in  the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Nottingham  (Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse).  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  only  remedy  for 
the  diffieultiea  wluch  had  been  referred  to 
would  be  to  |M«eluda  Committees  from  sit- 
ting oonourrently  with  the  Honse.  Tbehon. 
Member  for  Salfbrd  (Mr.  Brotbertan)  had 
BBggMtod  to  him,  that  if  both  the  Commit- 
tees and  the  House  sat  on  Wednesdays, 
the  Committees  should  sit  from  eight  to 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  morning.  That  hon. 
Qentleman  was  himself  prepared  to  comply 
with  such  a  regulation,  and  to  attend  Com- 
mittees from  eight  o'clock  to  twelve  on 
Wednesdays.  His  hon.  Friends  the  Uem- 
bera  for  Manchester  (Mr.  M.  Fbilipe]  and 
Durham  (Mr.  Bright)  were  naturally  an- 
xions  to  be  present  at  the  discussion  of  so 
important  a  measure  as  the  Factories  Bill; 
but  they  were  unwilling  to  adjourn  the 
Committeea  on  which  they  served,  because 
by  so  doing  they  would  subject  the  parUea 
eoncenied  in  the  Bills  submitted  to  them  to 
an  expense  of  2001.  or  3001,  He  consi- 
dered, therefore,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
nther  to  adopt  the  luggMtion  of  the  hon. 


Member  fir  Salford,  or  to  give  up  the  Wed- 
nesday aittings. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

BUSUJESS  OF  THE  HOUSE— DISTRESS 
IM  SHETLAND, 

On  the  Question  that  the  Orders  of  tlie 
Day  be  now  read, 

Mb.  HUMB  said,  that  he  wished  to  ap- 
peal to  the  Government,  and  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  (Mr.  Fielden),  with 
reference  to  the  Order  which  stood  first  on 
the  list  (the  Factories  Bill,  second  read- 
ing). In  a  commercial  countiy  no  ques- 
tion could  be  more  important  than  one  af- 
fecting the  principles  of  labour.  He  was 
sorry  to  see  that  attempts  had  been  made 
for  some  time  past  to  interfere  witL  th« 
free  application  of  labour — attempts  which 
could  not  be  reconciled  with  their  general 
desire  to  set  free  eveir  branch  of  eom- 
meroe  and  of  capital.  He  begged  to  sug- 
gest to  the  House,  that  a  question  of  so 
much  importance  to  the  country  should 
not  be  discussed  in  a  thin  House,  when 
there  were  twenty  Committees  sitting,  ro- 
quiring  the  attendance  of  Members  who 
might  be  anxious  to  take  a  part  in  the  de- 
bate, and  to  request  that  the  GoTemment 
would  give  up  some  day  at  their  disposal 
for  tbis  Bill,  in  order  that  it  might  be  fully 
and  fairly  discussed. 

Sir  R.  peel  :  So  far  as  tho  import- 
ance of  the  snbject  u  oonoemed,  I  should 
be  wilting  to  appropriate  a  Government 
night  to  its  discussion;  but  it  is  really 
quite  impossible  that  the  bnuness  whioli 
the  Government  has  already  introduced  to 
the  House  can  make  way  for  it.  It  is  to- 
tally out  of  my  power  to  yield  a  Govern- 
ment night  for  the  Factories  Bill,  until 
those  measures  of  oommercial  policy  which 
are  now  before  the  House  shall  be  dis- 
posed of. 

Mb.  HUME  did  not  think  that  there 
was  any  particnlar  necessity  for  hurrying 
the  Factories  Bill.  After  the  Com  and 
Customs  Bill  should  he  disposed  of,  as  it 
was  probably  the  Bill  of  next  importance, 
it  might  perhma  come  on  then  ? 

Snt  R.  PEEL :  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  there  is  business  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  be  proceeded  with  in- 
dependently of  those  raeaanres  to  which 
he  has  referred. 

Mb.  BANKES  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
would  not  think  it  impertinent,  after  what 
had  passed  on  his  p^,  if  he  were  asked 
whatiier,  after  tho  Com  Bill  had  passed, 
tho  hon.  Member  wonld  vote  for  we  Fao 
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tories  Sill?  [Mr.  Hdue  :  1  shall  oppose 
it  in  every  stage]  Then,  what  were  the 
fnends  of  the  measure  to  gain  by  delay  ? 
Wednesday  was  now  the  only  day  on 
which  any  public  business  was  transacted, 
escept  business  brought  forward  by  the 
Govemment;  and  he  must  entreat  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oldbam  to  persevere. 
When  applied  to  Home  time  since  by  some 
of  the  delegates  from  the  manufacturing 
districts  for  hia  advice,  bis  answer  was, 
that  the  sooner  the  Bill  was  brought  in 
the  better;  for  he  well  recollected  the 
mischievous  effect  uf  delay  on  a  former 
occasion,  when  this  Bill,  after  being  ap- 
proved by  a  decided  majority  in  the 
House,  was  ultimately  lost  by  an  unfortu- 
nate consent  to  a  short  adjoummeat, 
which  produced  the  unhappy  result,  not 
only  of  defeating  the  measure,  but  of 
bringing  a  certain  degree  of  discredit  on 
the  House,  from  which  it  had  not  yet  re- 
covered. It  was  very  desirable  that  the 
House  should  have  an  early  opportunity  of 
redeeming  its  character  in  regard  to  this 
subject,  it  having  beeu  greatly  impugned 
by  the  change  which  unluckily  took  place 
in  the  opinion  of  hon.  Members.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  being  now  able  to  at- 
tend, he  hoped  nothing  would  prevent  him 
from  bringing  this  measure  on  at  once; 
and,  if  the  debate  should  be  protracted  bc- 
TOnd  sii  o'clock,  resnming  it  nest  day. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork, 
who  was  in  bis  place,  would  probably  give 
way,  as  far  as  his  Motion  for  to-raorrow 
waa  concerned,  and  most  likely  the  other 
hon.  Members  in  the  same  situation. 

Mr.  T.  DUNCOMBB  said,  that  a  strong 
feeling  bad  been  excited  in  the  manufac- 
turing districts  upon  the  subject  of  this 
Bill;  and  he  thought,  after  the  manner  in 
which  the  feelings  of  the  working  classes 
had  been  trifled  with  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  tho  sooner  their  minds  were  set  at  rest 
the  better.  He  also  should  be  anxioua, 
in  the  event  of  the  debate  being  adjourn- 
ed, that  it  should  come  on  tu-morrow  im- 
mediately lifter  the  Privilege  question. 
Ho  would  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, looking  at  the  immense  arrears  of 
business,  oud  its  very  unsatisfactory  state 
at  present,  that  he  should  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod than  usual,  take  the  Thursdays  to 
himself  for  Government  business.  He  as 
an  individual  Member  was  perfectly  ready, 
and  he  was  sure  that  others  would  concur 
with  him,  to  give  up  his  right  to  Thursday, 
in  order  that  tho  public  businsea  might  be 
proceeded  with  on  that  day. 


Mr.  FORSTER  wasof  opinion  thatfew 
subjects  of  greater  importance  could  be 
brought  before  the  House  than  the  pro 
posed  Bill.  Few  things  eonld  be  more 
important  to  a  country  depending  npon  its 
manufacturing  industry,  tban  a  proposal  for 
compulsorily  shortening  the  bonra  of  la- 
bour in  every  factory  tbroaghout  that 
oomitry.  There  was  one  subject,  however, 
the  discussion  of  which  was  more  import- 
ant still,  and  that  was  the  proposal  for  pro- 
viding food  for  the  people.  The  suffering 
of  the  people  was  always  the  first  thing 
deserving  the  attention  and  the  sympathy 
of  that  House.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  he  might  be  excused  for  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  Govern- 
mcnt  to  a  statement  which  had  recently 
been  entrusted  to  him  relative  to  the 
dreadful  sufferings  of  the  inhabitants  of  an 
obscure  and  remote  part  of  the  Empire — 
he  alluded  to  the  Orkney  and  Shetland 
Isles.  He  regretted  the  hon.  Member  (oc 
Durham  was  not  in  his  place — he  believed 
he  was  attending  a  Committee — becanao 
that  ban.  Member  hod  presented  a  petitim 
to  that  House  early  in  the  month  of 
March,  signed  by  7,000  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Shetland  Islands  against  the  Com 
Laws.  He  was  not  surprised  that  tbey 
should  have  petitioned  that  House  on  that 
important  subject;  because,  on  Monday 
last  a  paper  had  been  put  into  his  hands 
by  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bility intimately  connected  with  thoee 
islands,  detailing  a  state  of  dreadful  dis- 
tress and  misery  which  existed  there — a 
distress  and  misery  which  he  believed 
might  be  clearly  traced  to  the  operation  of 
the  laws  against  which  they  bad  so  ear- 
nestly petitioned  that  House.  In  order  to 
put  the  House  in  possession  of  the  facts  of 
the  case,  he  would  at  once  read  the  state- 
ment to  which  be  bad  referred;  it  was  as 
follows : — 

"  Letters  recently  rcecivei]  from  Stntbnd  all 
coacur  in  stating  that  tbe  ialimda  are  on  the  brink 
ofGiminc,  'Fhccropa  of  com,  at  DO  time  adequte 
to  the  Bubaiatencc  of  more  than  half  tbo  popnli- 
tion  (about  33,000  souls),  were  very  i[l  got  in  List 
geaaoii,  and.  to  add  to  the  calomit}-,  the  stock  of 
potatoes  whieh  the  people  arc  in  tbe  habit  ofkeep- 
ing  in  pits  during  tho  winter,  and  on  which  tbe; 
rely  in  a  grent  measure  fi>r  sustenance  during  the 
■print;  >nd  enrly  part  of  tbo  summer,  have  been 
found,  on  opening  the  pits,  nearly  all  destroyed  bf 
rot.  There  is  very  little  meal  in  the  isUnds,  and  the 
people  hnve  no  money  to  purrhaso  it  irith.  Tbeir 
fish  is  the  only  commodity  they  have  to  give  ia 
exchange  for  bread.  The  almost  only  cosComers 
tbey  now  have  for  their  Bsh  are  the  Spaniards. 
From  eight  to  ten  mil  of  Spanish  Tcueis  now 
mviTl  \a  Un  ulaiid*  umually  for  cargoes  of  fldi; 
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■nd  tbo  Spuiiah  morohanta  would  be  gUd  to  send  unfitting  opportunity  for   adverting  to  tho 

com  and  flour  in  cichange  for  it,  but  tho  Cora  consequence  of  tlie  delay  of  those  meaBurea 

^'  ^T*%'i!:''J"'^^  **r  "Th*  Jnt'^^  wliich  had  been  propoBed  by  Her  MajeBty'a 

conniMrt«d  with  the  ulanda,  resident  m  London,  ,  r     r  j  j--— j 

Btatei  that »  wisel  from  Spain  U  now  wtuallj  On  Ministers.       He    could    assure    tho  House 

the  «a;  to  Shetland,  in  ballaat,  to  load  a  cargo  of  that  there   was  tho  Utmost  stagnation   in 

fiah,  and  would  haxo  taken  a  cargo  of  flour  could  every  hranch  of  commerce,  and  that  that 

the  re^a!  of  the  Com  Laws  h»Te  been  depended  stagnation  was  universaUy  attributed  to  the 

"P""-  delay  in  paasing  the  Corn  Bill.   The  people 

Mn.  COWPER  :    Sir,   I  rise  to  order,  had  no  doubt  but  the  Com  Bill  would  pass 

Is  the  hen.  Member  in  order  in  entering  that  House,  though  they  had  their  fear  of 

into  a  long  statement  about  the  Shetland  jta  ancccHs  in  the  other  House.     His  opin- 

lalandswhentheMotionis,  "  That  the  Order  joq  y^^i,  that  if  that  Bill  should  not  pass 

of  the  Day  be  read  for  proceeding  with  the  the  House  of  Lords,  they  would  see  a  state 

Factories  Bill  ?"     Or,  if  ho  bo  in  order,  I  of  things  in  this  country  such  as  the  oldeat 

would  ask  him,   whether  ho  bo  right  In  nian  in   England  had    cover   witnessed  ; 

wasting  the  lame  of  the  House  by  brinpng  gucb,  even,  perhaps,  as  would  find  no  pa- 

it  forward  now.  rallel  in  tho  history  of  the  country :  that 

Ur.   speaker  :  The  House  has  not  was  the  consideration  wliich  alarmed  com- 

yct  decided  that  it  will  proceed  with  the  mercial  men;   for  who  would  enter  into 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  second  reading  of  speculations  when  they  might  conclude  in 

the  Factories  Bill.     Any  hen.    MembBr,  such  a  crisis  as  ho  had  referred  to  ?    Com- 

therefore,  is  in  order  in  ondeavouring  to  merce,  they  might  rely  upon  it,  was  a  timid 

satisfy  the  House  that  it  is  not  expedient  bird,  and  would  not  take  its  flight  in  a 

to  proceed  with  that  Order.  storm.     In  addition,  therefore,  to  pressing 

Mb.  FORSTER  :  I  appeal  to  the  House  upon  tho  House    the  distresa  existing  in 

against  the  imputation    whioli   has  been  the  Shetland  islands,  he  implored  them  to 

thrown  out  by  the  lion.  Member  below  mo  let  nothing  interpose  between  them  and 

{Mr.  Cowper).     It  is   entirely  unfounded,  the   passing   of   those    measures    of   com- 

Surely  the  case  of  these  unfortunate  people  mercial  reform  which  were  of  such  vast 

may  be  stated  to  tho  House  without  sub-  importance  to  every  branch  of  industry  in 

jecting  the  Member  whoso  painful  duty  it  is  tbis  country, 

to  bring  it  forward  to  tbo  imputation  of       Sm  K.  FEEL  did  not  at  all  disputo  the 

'  wilfully  wasting  tho  time  of  the  House.  ""igbt  of  the  hon.  Member  to  apeak  upon 

Mr.    T.   DUNCOMBE    said,    that   the  jl'e  Motion  for  reading  the   Orders  of  the 

course  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  near  him  P^^  =  but  he  must  observe  that  he  came 

Iu«l  thought  proper  to  adopt,  certainly  did  downto  tho  House  nt  twelve  o  clock  that 

look  like  an  indict  attempt  to  defeat  the  ^7   "'  »''°  ["^^^^  expectation  that  they 

discussion  on  the  Factories  Bill,  and  he  T.""''^  P™?f  ^"^  ^"^  .*''*=  Factory  BiU      He 

was  satisfied  that  the  public  would  so  con-  '^^  ","*  ""^  '"  'l''*^^';?"  ^^° /'t\.°l  ^T' 

-.      J.  ^  Gentlemen,  but  really  he  did  think  that 

XI       cr,T.ijrT>n       mi.     i_  \i      L  tbcy  wcrc  not  raising  their   character  with 

Mb.   SPEAKER:    The  hon.    Member  the  country  by  the  exercise  of  that  right. 

for  Berwick  is  perfectly  m  order.  jj^^j^^  „^^  gi^^^  that  on  a  certain  day  a 

Mtt.  FORSTER  :  The  statement  which  measure  would  be  discussed,  and  he  thought 

he  was  reading  to  the  House  when  he  was  it  would  be  to  the  public  advantage,  as 

interrupted  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  below  well  as  maintaining  their  own   character 

him  went  on  to  say —  with  the  country,  if  they  would  facilitato 

"  In  one  respect  the  case  of  the  poor  Shotlandora  the  progress  of  business,  and  proceed  with 

ia  more  doaperato  than  th-it  of  the  Irish.     There  that  measure.      He    hoped,     then,    there 

are  many  grwit  and  wealthy  Unded  proprietora  ^^^jj  ^^^   5,^  further  continuation  of 

connected  with  Ireland,  who,  !t  la  to  be  nreiumed,  ...  7  .i     timi  .     1.         i 

cannot  allow  theif  tonantry  to  aWrve.     In  Shet-  ■i-BCuasion,  except  upon  the  Bill  to  be  aub- 

land  there  are  no  such  wealthy  proprioton  to  whom  mitted  to  their  attention.   As  to  the  posaing 

a  atorving  teaaatry  ean  look  for  adequate  relief,  of  the    Com  Bill,  and    the  effect    it    woula 

Tho  mcanaof  tholewsm-Ml  proprietors  in  the  Shet-  i,ave  in  enabUnc  those  islanders  to  eiport 

land    Islands   are  very  liinitcd    and  are  already  f.^        g      •        *  j  ;  j  ^ . 

nearly  exhausted  by  tho  nccOBaitios  of  a  niisorable  1*^      1     ■        11         ,      ,    .      .  , 

tenantry.    Wldle  Gorcrnment  is  taking  mcasurea  return,  he  admitted  that  tbo  bringing  about 

for  rescuing  tho  people  of  Ireland  from  famine,  such  a  result   was  desirable  ;  but   be  did 

thocaao  of  the  Shethiiidera  willaurely  not  hoo?er-  hope,  that,  on  the   present   occasion,  hon. 

looked."  Gentlemen  would  show  forbearance  in  the 

He  thought  that  the  present  was  not  an  exercise  of  their  rights,  the  pressing  (^ 
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which  TOTj  nmch  interfered  with  tiie  pro- 
gress of  biuincsa. 

Mr.  MILNBR  GIBSON  agreed  th&t  it 
would  be  an  abmo  of  a  privilege  if  hon. 
Hcmbera  took  occasion  of  the  Orders  of 
the  Day  to  bring  on  subjects  not  immedi' 
Btcly  before  them,  with  tho  view  of  delay- 
ing Orders  which  were  upon  the  Paper  for 
the  Day.  Ho  agreed  to  tho  general  prin- 
ciple ;  but  he  certainly  thought  that  the  case 
which  had  been  introduced  by  hi  a  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Berwick  was  a  special  case. 
["  No,  no ! "]  Ho  had  no  doubt  but  that 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  wlio  called  "  No, 
no!"  thought  that  ho  waa  occupying  the 
time  of  the  House  for  the  putpoae  of  delay; 
but  what  would  hia  friends  out  of  doors,  who 
had  asked  him  to  preas  the  case  of  the 
Bhetlandera  upon  the  House,  say  to  him  if 
he  forebore  to  do  so  when  it  was  brought 
under  consideration  ?  It  waa  a  question 
of  tho  utmost  importance — it  was  one  of 
present  starvation — of  a  people  not  having 
sufficient  food  to  preserve  their  existence 
that 
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' — and  he  had  no  hesitation  ii 
tho  Factories  Bill  was  not  a  queslii 
Buch  pressing  emergency  as  that.  It  was 
B  case  in  which  he  should  have  thought 
that  ordinary  rules  might  have  been  broken 
through;  and  ho  said  that  his  hon.  Friend 
was  perfectly  justified  iu  pressing  that  case 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  in 
calling  upon  the  Qovemment  to  explain 
whether  they  had  taken,  or  whether  they 
intended  to  take,  steps  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding  against  the  continuance  of  the 
distress  which  he  had  pointed  out.  The 
distress  in  Ireland  had  come  repeatedly 
before  tho  House  on  the  Orders  of  the  Day; 
and  aa  tho  hou.  Member  who  represented 
the  Shetland  islanda,  was  not  present  to 
urge  their  condition  upon  tho  House,  he 
contended  that  hia  hon.  Friend  was  per- 
fectly justi  lied  in  the  course  which  he  had 
taken.  He  must  take  the  hbcrty  of  aay- 
ing,  that  ho  feared  that  the  hon.  Oentle- 
meo  opposite,  who  came  down  to  that 
House  profeasing  to  take  such  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  Factoriea  Bill,  hqd  been  ani- 
mated rather  by  feelings  of  hostility  to 
the  Government,  and  that  they  were  look- 
ing to  an  opportunity  of  putting  that  Go- 
Tommont  in  a  minority,  rather  than  to  any 
other  object.  Perhaps  he  was  not  justified 
in  making  that  remark;  but  certainly  that 
was  what  struck  him  as  being  the  caae, 
more  especially  when  he  remembered  the 
course  which  many  hon.  Members  had 
taken  on  that  very  Bill  on  a  previous  occa- 
sioD.     He  wished  to  direct  Iba  attention 
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of  the  Hotise  to  the  fact  that  thcM  Shet- 
landera  had  not  petitioned  the  House  for 
money — that  they'had  not  asked  for  any 
grants. for  public  works,  or  to  promote  em- 
ployment in  Shetland.  All  that  they  asked 
was  that  they  should  have  the  right  of  ei- 
changing  ^eir  fish  for  the  com  and  meal 
of  other  countries.  Their  belief  was  that 
if  those  obstacles  which  had  been  put  in 
the  way  of  the  interchange  of  their  fish  for 
tho  produce  of  other  countries  were  remov- 
ed, that  their  distress  would  be  materioDy 
alleviated ;  and  he  would  appeal  now  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Doraetahirc  (Mr.  G. 
Bankes)  whether  that  Shetland  case  wis 
not  quite  eonclusivo  with  reference  to  tho 
Com  question?  Could  the  hon.  Gentleman 
oiplain  to  the  House  why  he  persisted  in 
refuaing  to  thoae  islanders  the  ri^t  of 
exchanging  their  fish  for  Spanish  com? 
Could  he  point  ont  in  what  waj  he  had 
any  claim  upon  those  people  ?  Could  he 
show  how  he  had  enabled  them  to  catch 
the  fish  which  they  wanted  to  exchange 
for  grain  !  Had  the  hon.  Member  supplied 
them  with  boats,  or  vrith  fishing-tackle, 
or  had  he  in  any  way  faeiUtated  the  pro- 
gress of  their  industry?  If  not,  now 
could  hon.  Members  urge  that  he  had 
any  claim  upon  them;  and  by  what  right 
did  the  hon.  Members  aay  that  they  should 
not  he  at  liberty  to  exchange  their  fish 
for  food,  until  they  had  paid  a  toll  for 
the  benefit  of  the  other  landowners  of  this 
country?  He  called  upon  the  House,  by 
passing  the  Corn  Bill  without  deUy,  to 
relieve  the  distress  which  existed  in  those 
islands ;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  so  long  as  hon.  Members  opposite  pre- 
severod  in  opposing  tho  Com  Bill,  iht^ 
were  contributing  to  the  starvation  of  those 
Shctlanders.  It  was  a  question  well  de- 
serving of  the  attention  of  the  House;  and 
ho  for  one  was  completely  indifferent  to 
any  charges  of  delaying  other  business — 
ho  was  completely  indifferent  to  any  insi- 
nuations which  cither  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site or  hon.  Gentlemen  near  him  might 
throw  out,  because  he  helievod  that  in 
pressing  most  earnestly  upon  the  House 
the  necessity  of  immediately  relieving  thrar 
starving  fellow  couobymen,  ho  was  dia- 
charing  a  public  duty  second  to  no  pnblic 
duty  which  an  hon.  Member  could  he  called 
upon  to  discharge  in  that  House.  He  quite 
agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Berwick  that  before  they  brought  for- 
ward any  other  great  question  they  shonid 
dispose  of  those  two  great  measures  already 
.before  them— liie  Com  utd Customa  Aots. 
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The  pablio  mind  oonld  not  oconpy  itself 
vrith  rialf  »  doien  ijaestioiiB  at  the  same 
time ;  it  wonld  be  veU,  therefore,  he 
thoaght,  not  further  to  interrupt  the  Or- 
ders of  the  Day,  ai  by  so  doing  thej  would 
nxHy  throw  elntacles  in  the  wsy  ot  thoae 
great  meuureB  which  had  been  iatroduoed 
by  Her  Majesty's  Hiniatera. 

SiK  R.  1N0LI8  noold  not  have  said  a 
word  on  this  sobject  but  for  an  obserra- 
tion  that  had  been  mode  in  the  courEe  of 
the  speech  they  had  jmit  heard.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  hon.  Member  for  Berwick 
was  Dot  out  of  order  in  bringing  this  snb- 
ject  before  the  House ;  but  ho  contended 
that  there  was  something  higher  than  the 
order  of  thai  House,  which  it  was  becoming 
in  all  of  them  to  respect.  He  sabmitted 
to  ban.  Gentleman  opposite,  if,  while  they 
were  strictly  and  literally  acting  within  the 
mles  of  the  House,  they  were  not  abso- 
lutely violating  its  spirit  i  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  last  spoke,  had  permitted  himself 
to  impute  motives  to  the  Gentlemen  with 
whom  ho  {Sir  H.  Inelis)  usually  acted, 
and  with  whom  he  comcided  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  He  had  Btatcd,  first,  that 
(heir  object  was  to  place  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  in  a  minority;  and,  secon^j, 
that  they  came  down  to  the  Houao  with 
reference  to  this  qneation  of  the  Factory 
Bill  for  no  real  mtoreat  in  the  factory 
ehildren,  but  for  paltry  political  motives. 
Kow,  be  would  take  the  liberty  to  state 
what  might  have  been  far  better  stated  by 
many  of  his  Mends  around  him,  that  they 
yielded  to  none  on  either  aide  of  the  House 
m  a  deep  devotion  to  that  cause,  which 
was  ahnoat  a  sacred  cause,  that  had  brought 
them  there  that  day,  and  which  had  brought 
them  together  at  a  time— two  years  ago — 
when  they  were  more  closely  united  thaa 
they  ROW  were ;  and  when  it  was  still  more 
painful  for  them  to  differ  (torn  those  to 
whom  they  had  been  accustomed  to  look 
up  with  respect.  He  would  not  believe 
nr  a  moment  that  any  of  those  who  voted 
in  the  majority  in  favour  of  the  Factory 
Bin  were  actuated  by  improper  motivea. 
He  believed  they  entertained  the  views 
tiiey  did  from  a  deep  aenae  of  their  per- 
sonal obligations,  irrespective  of  any  party 
eonuderations  whatever ;  and  let  turn  teU 
the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester,  what- 
ever sympathies  be  might  express  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  SheUand  Islea,  that  they 
would  find  at  least  as  much  aympathy  on 
the  part  of  tboee  around  him,  who  might 
nevertheless  regret  that  that  opportunity 
had  been  selected  far  biiBgiog  taetr 
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The  hon.  Member  hod  taken  no 

Sroctioal  step.  Had  either  of  the  hon. 
[embers  proposed  any  Motion  to  the 
Houae?  No;  but  after  the  speeches  of  a 
doien  hon.  Members  upon  the  miBeries  of 
the  Shetland  Islands,  atill  the  Question 
which  the  Speaker  would  have  to  put  would 
be  "  That  the  Orders  of  the  Bay  be  now 
read."  He  regretted  that  thoae  hon. 
Members  ahould  have  adopted  the  course 
which  they  had,  for  he  feared  that  whilst 
they  were  not  taking  the  most  efieotuol 
means  to  relieve  the  misery  of  the  Shet- 
landers,  they  were  taking  very  effectual 
measures  to  prevent  those  unfortunate 
beings,  whoae  hopes  had  been  so  griev- 
ously disappointed  two  yeara  ago,  from 
obtaining  that  redress  which  lie  trusted 
the  measure  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Old- 
ham would  aeoure  for  them. 

Order  of  the  Day  woa  then  read. 

THE  FAOTOaiES  BILL. 
Mb.  FIELDEN  having  presented  twenty- 
IX  petitions  in  favour  of  the  BiU,  proceeded 
)  say ;  Sir,  I  rise  to  move  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Factories  Bill;  but  I  cannot 
do  BO  without  expressing  my  great  regret 
that  this  important  measure  has  fallen  into 
my  hands,  instead  of  remaining  to  be  con- 
ducted to  what  I  hope  will  be  its  successful 
result  by  Iiord  Ashley,  who  has  done  so 
much  in  this  matter  to  endear  hitn  to  the 
working  people.  I  will  state  to  the  House, 
in  the  first  place,  what  is  the  present  Btat« 
of  the  taw  ^fleeting  persona  employed  in 
factories.  It  is  this : — Children  from  8 
years  of  age  to  13,  are  allowed  to  work 
only  aix  boure  a  day;  from  13  to  18,  twelve 
hours  a  day  ;  no  female  more  than  twelve 
hours  a  day ;  and  no  person  (male  or  female) 
under  die  age  of  18,  to  work  in  factories 
in  the  night.  The  Bill  I  now  propose  to 
the  House  to  read  a  second  time  wUl  limit 
the  hours  of  work  of  children  between  13 
and  18,  and  females  above  18,  to  eleven 
honrs  a  day  (exclusive  of  time  for  meals) 
for  one  year,  beginning  August,  1846; 
and  to  ten  hours  a  day  (exclusive  of  time 
for  meals)  from  August,  1847.  This  Bill, 
then,  is  only  intended  to  limit  the  hours  of 
labour  of  children  between  13  and  18,  and 
all  femalea.  Those  two  classes  of  person* 
have  now  to  work  twelve  hours  a  day, 
which,  with  time  spent  in  going  to  and 
from  the  factory,  and  the  time  of  meals, 
makes  fourteen  hours'  occupation — a  period 
of  labour  mnoh  too  long,  in  my  opinion, 
even  for  adults  ;  but  if  fourteen  hours'  oc^ 
cupation  be  too  long  for -adults,  who  oad 
2R3 
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denj  that  that  lenglh  of  labour  is  a  shame- 
ful inflictioD  upon  children  from  13  to  18  ? 
I  muBt  eay,  that  the  FarUamcot  baa  shown 
ft  total  disregard  of  those  hetweco  13  and 
18  jears  of  age — a  period  of  life  well 
known  to  be  the  most  critical,  when  more 
rest  is  required  for  the  growing  and  weak- 
ened frame  of  a  young  person.  The  Fac- 
tory Commission  of  1S33  reported  to  tbis 
House,  that  our  demand  for  a  Ten-hour 
Bill  for  all  ages  did  not  go  far  enough  to- 
wards the  protection  of  those  whom  we 
most  desired  to  protect — that  was  the  young 
children.  They  told  you,  that  for  chil- 
dren from  9  to  13  years  of  age,  ten  hours' 
labour  was  excessive  ;  and  therefore  you 

Eassed  the  Act  of  that  year,  limiting  the 
ours  of  such  children's  work  to  eight  per 
day.  Subsequently,  you  hare  again  limited 
the  hours  of  the  younger  children  to  sii 
hours  per  day;  hut  why,  1  ask,  do  you  still 
keep  up  the  hours  of  work  for  a  cluld  from 
13  to  18  to  the  utmost  limit  that  is  compa- 
tible with  the  strength  of  an  adult?  The 
real  reason  of  it  is  this — that  the  Govern- 
ment has  always  been  so  jealous  of  any 
interfcrenee  that  could  possibly  lead  to  a 
diminution  of  the  labour  of  the  adult  la- 
bourer, that  it  has  not  senipled  to  sacrifice 
the  child  that  works  by  his  side.  The 
great  cara  of  the  Parliament  has  always 
been,  to  legislate  in  such  a  way  as  that  the 
adult  should  work  as  much  as  possible;  my 
caro  and  object  is,  that  the  child  sball  work 
no  more  than  is  compatible  with  its  bodily 
strength,  and  with  due  time  for  mental  and 
religious  culture.  1  refrain  from  going  into 
a  detail  of  the  bodily  sufferings  and  the 
eociai  condition  consequent  upon  the  long 
hours  of  work  now  imposed  upon  these 
young  persons,  because  Lord  Ashley  has 
BO  often  and  so  ably  presented  them  to  the 
House,  and  with  so  much  minuteness,  that 
the  matter  must  be  in  the  recollection 
of  every  hon.  Member.  Indeed,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Home 
Department  (Sir  J.  Graham)  has  often  ad- 
mitted the  grievance  to  he  mode  out,  and 
no  Member  of  the  Government  has  at- 
tempted to  deny  the  truth  of  the  case  made 
out  by  Lord  Ashley.  I  cannot,  however, 
omit  to  remind  the  House  that  at  length 
the  clergy,  both  in  England  and  Scotland, 
are  petitioning  the  House  to  pass  tbis  Bill 
to  restrict  the  hours  of  working  these 
young  persons,  because  they  find  it  impos- 
sible to  administer  religious  instruction  to 
persons  whoso  whole  time  is  exhausted  in 
labour.  I  presented  a  petition  in  favour  of 
tbJa  Bill  fivm  the  upuBt^ra  i^4l  elden  of 


the  Free  Fresbyleij  of  Dundee,  prajiw 
the  House  to  pass  it,  *nd  netting  f<MU 
that  their  own  observatiott  of  the  woAing 
classes  had  convinced  them  of  tlie  necesn^ 
for  it.  That  petition  caused  &  meeting,  on 
the  13th  of  February,  of  the  "  tnillowiiera  of 
Dundee  connected  with  the  Free  Chorehof 
Scotland  ;"  and  that  mectiog  pftssed  some 
resolutions  calling  on  tfae  ministers  and 
ciders  to  "  reconsider  the  object,  with  ft 
view  to  abandoning  the  petition."  The 
resolutions  themselves  I  forbear,  for  the 
sake  of  the  millownetv,  to  read  to  the 
House.  The  ministers  replied  in  &  pam* 
phlet  which  1  hold  in  mj  hand,  """J  in 
which  tbey  tell  the  millowners  that — 

"  Whilit  resolved,  u  opportunity  bIisII  aerve,  to 
molliply  the  means  of  education,  aod  i^ndor  moi* 
STsiiablo  Ihoiie  ilreulf  exiitiug,  we  most  be  per- 
mitted to  reniiod  jou,  that  no  *ehool  edncatio, 
however  protract*d,  or  however  ezeellent,  caa 
ever  compcnute  to  tbo  bctory  female  operstiTgi 
between  the  agea  of  thirteen  and  eighteen  for  the 
want  of  tliat  home  edneation  which  Gwnu  tfae  tit- 
ture  houseirilB  and  mother.  Tliis,  we  believe,  is 
at  the  root  of  moat  of  the  aooial  evils  of  Dundee; 
and  what  but  more  time  at  home  can  proritle  tha 

In  tbe  Scottiih  Guardian  newspaperof  (he 
2 1  Btof  this  month,  I  find  a  report  of  proceed* 
ingB  of  the  Free  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr, 
at  which  the  subject  of  this  Bill  ia  taken 
into  consideration,  and  the  neeessitv  for  it 
strongly  urged  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Gibson, 
who  makes  some  observations  so  well  wor- 
thy the  attention  of  the  House,  that  I  will 
read  a  passage  from  his  speech.  Addres- 
sing his  brother  ministers,  be  says — 

"  Those  of  7on  who  have  paid  anj  attention  to 
these  lubjocti,  know  what  ia  the  fearfal  slate  at 
our  manufacturing  population.  I  wiah  not  to  n.»>n> 
genera]  or  BWecping  charges ;  but  the  arateai  ia 
nuch  ai  to  make  it  impouibla  for  private  individnal 
parties  Co  extricate  thcmaelvea,  however  much  dta- 
posed,  without  aome  general  legislative  meaauiv. 
The  vast  multitudes  of  this  portion  of  the  people 
ore  worn  down  in  mind  and  body,  Tbey  have  not 
the  time  nor  strength  to  atteod  upon  tbe  meaaa 
either  of  religion  or  education.  The  hand*  of  niin- 
iaters  of  the  gospel  and  other  religiona  men  at« 
rendered  powcrleas,  and  all  jour  eSortt  fruitleai. 
What  ia  the  slate  of  the  cose  1  Wlien  yon  oiler 
visits  during  the  day,  tbe  male  head  of  tlM  &nulj, 
and  even  the  female  head  of  tbe  &mily,  are  ent- 
ployed  in  the  hctorf.  The  greater  portion  of  tbe 
junior  member?  are  tbera  also.  Even  some  of  oa, 
who  liave  adopted  the  plan  of  commencing  viaita 
from  six  to  nine  in  the  evening,  find  t^t  tbe 
greater  portion  of  that  time  elapaea  befere  they 
can  return  irom  tbe  long  and  exhausting  labour 
of  the  day.  As,  for  instance,  in  viaiting  a  bmily 
in  tlioM  circumstances  brtween  dght  and  nine 
in  tlie  evening.  I  found  the  parenta  at  borne ; 
and  jnst  as  I  waslbiishing  my  exhortation,  at  nine 
o'clock,  two  young  grown  np  and  avidentl;  wapee 
toUedaoEtUen  hodjut  eomeinfrsv  tlw&clM7' 
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in  uothar  put  of  Uw  oitj.  hsTiaf  l«ft  tbdr  honie 
at  fire  in  the  morning.  SuppOM  I  hkd  wnited  till 
ten  o'oloek,  and  it  had  been  proper  lo  do  so,  how 
eonld  theee  joung  women  bo  eipeeted  to  eit  down 
and  hear  m;  exhortation,  DihaU9t«d,  wb»tj,  and 
hungrj  I  The  thing  ii  out  of  the  queiUon.  Again, 
when  70U  open  olauea  Ibr  the  instruction  of  joaag 
panoni,  a  comman  eiperienoe  a  thii,  that  when 
jou  eommenoe  in  autumn  jou  hare  oooaLdeTabte 
nombcri,  bnt  ai  the  biting  froets  and  coldiof  wii 
lor  set  in,  jour  eTsning  clauei  are  deeerted.  Their 
eihauited  framea  cannot  itand  the  cold :  and  it  ii 
a  lingular  Euit,  that  while  in  the  countrj  it  ii  not 
the  Ubouring  population  ttuit  complain  of  the  cold, 
in  the  Iflwui  jou  cannot  get  tho  churchea  warm 
enough  for  those  accustomed  to  the  heated  aCmo- 
■jjiero  of  the  fiwtorj  :  and,  therefore,  long  boon 
M  labour,  in  inch  eiroumatancai,  are  most  p 
nicioui.  The  evil  afiects  the  attendance  upon 
dinaneee  on  Sundajr.  The  exhauating  labour 
the  week  makes  tbem  lie  in  bed  in  the  forenoon  of 
Sabbati)  in  too  manj  e»ea,  tnea  of  tboaa  who 
bave  still  a  ngard  to  religion ;  and  with  vait 
mul^ndst  of  other*  there  is  a  total  alienation 
from  DiTJne  ordinancca." 
I  ettnnot  quit  thb  point  without  reminding 
the  Home,  that  the  children  from  13  to 
18  hftTo  no  time  in  the  week  days  for  ia- 
■tniction,  and  that,  consequently,  their 
parents,  rather  than  thej  thould  have  none, 
ore  in  the  habit  of  Bending  them  to  Sunday 
schools.  With  aching  bones,  how  can  they 
imbibe  any  profitable  instruction  ?  It  is 
cruel  to  keep  them  cooped  up  on  Sundays 
— the  only  day  they  have  for  recreation 
and  rest.  I  am  surprised  that,  although 
FaHiament  has  legislated,  at  interrala,  for 
forty  years  upon  this  subject,  it  has  so  to- 
tally neglected  the  pressing  case  of  these 
young  persons  ;  and,  though  I  never  like 
to  contend  for  this  measure  upon  any 
other  than  the  grounds  which  dictate  it  to 
me,  and  which  I  think  ought  to  be  para- 
mount— I  mean  the  justice  and  humanity 
of  it— 1  will  proceed  to  notice  the  objec- 
tions that  ore  nrsed  against  it.  They  are 
avowedly  founded  upon  a  supposed  neces- 
sity for  continuing  Uie  long  hours  of  work, 
JD  order  to  maintain  oar  present  eminence 
in  maaufaotnres  and  commerce  ;  and  I  am 
called  upon  to  show  that  restricting  the 
hoars  of  labour  would  not  cause  a  diminu- 
tion of  production,  and  a  diminution  of 
mannfocturera'  profits.  Ky  opinions  on 
this  point  are  principally  formed  from  past 
experience  ;  and  I  think  that  there  would 
be  no  diminution  of  production,  no  diminu- 
tion of  profits,  and  no  reduction  of  wages, 
attendant  on  the  shortening  of  the  hours 
of  labour  that  this  Bill  provides.  I  have, 
with  all  my  brothers,  been  all  my  Ufe  on- 
gaged  in  the  cotton  manufacture.     I  have 


I  the  bui 


r  since  the  first 
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was  passed,  and  extensively  engaged  in  it 
too.  I  and  my  brothers  are  still  engaged 
in  it.  We  employ,  altogether,  between 
2,000  and  3,000  hands.  We  are  now  in- 
creasing our  works  greatly  ;  and  (  myself 
am  bringing  up  all  my  sons  to  the  same 
business.  I  state  these  tilings  by  way  of 
assurance  to  the  House  that  I  have  eipe- 
nence  in  the  business  of  which  I  am  speak- 
ing, and  a  great  and  increasing  interest  in 
its  prosperity.  I  am  capable  of  speaking 
of  the  effects  of  past  legislation  ;  and  if 
the  Bill  bo  so  destructive  as  its  opponents 
have  represented,  it  is  a  Bill  to  abolish  the 
business  of  myself  and  my  family.  Let  me 
remind  the  House,  that  no  Factory  Bill 
yet  passed  without  the  House 
being  stunned  with  predictions  of  the  min 
that  wuuld  ensue  to  manufactures  ;  and 
all  these  predictions  have  been  falsified  by 
experiment.  You  put  a  stop  to  night- 
work  in  all  cases,  except  by  adolt  males  of 
18  years  and  upwards,  which  has  prac- 
ticaUy  abolished  night-working  in  mills. 
You  reduced  the  labour  of  children  between 
9  and  13  years  of  ago  from  fourteen  hours 
a  day  to  six  hours  a  day.  You  reduced 
the  labour  of  all  females  above  13  years  of 
age  from  fourteen  hours  a  day  to  twelve 
hours,  and  thereby  the  labour  of  all  work- 
ing people  in  factories  has  been  reduced 
to  twelve  hours  the  day.  And  what  have 
been  the  effects  of  these  rednctions  of  the 
hours  of  labour?  According  to  the  pre- 
dictions of  millowners  and  political  econo- 
mists, foreign  competition  ought  to  have 
destroyed  our  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial system,  our  mills  ought  to  have  been 
itanding  still,  our  manufactures  mined, 
ind  our  workpeople  starved.  Have  any  oif 
hese  evils  overtaken  us  ?  No !  I  chal- 
lenge anybody  to  show  that  wages  for  la- 
bour in  factories  generally  were  not  as 
high  in  1845  as  at  any  time  since  the  Act 
of  1819  for  regulating  factory  labour  was 
passed.  As  to  the  ruin  by  foreign  com- 
petition, let  me  ask  my  brother  muiufkc- 
turers  if  they  can  say  that  the  reduction  of 
the  hours  of  labour  that  has  already  taken 
place  has  had  the  least  tendency  to  injoie 
them?  Nine  Acts  of  Parliament  bare 
been  passed  for  regulating  factories,  be< 

finning  with  1802,  and  proceeding  on  to 
S44.  Now,  what  effects  have  ^ey  had 
diminishing  our  manufocturet  1  How 
have  they  crippled  the  cotton  trade  ?  The 
first  Act,  except  for  apprentices,  was  pass- 
ed in  1819  i  and,  taking  the  consumption 
of  cotton  in  English  manufactories  for  that 


Act  for  th9  regtilating  of  factory  laboor  I  year,  ud  then  ths  comamp tion  for  tin 
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jreara  1825,  1831,  1833,  and  1844,  at)  of  in  increase  in  mills,  mkehinei^,  asd  the 
tbefte  being  years  in  vhich  a  Factory  Re-  imploymcDt  of  hands  Miuil  to  tbU  hi  ant 
gvlation  Act  was  passed,  wc  ahall  ace  tliat    mtI  of  tiie  globe,  I  shall  conclnde  that  I 


the  consumption  of  cotton  goes  on  increas- 
ing greatly  us  these  Acta  are  passed. 
Thus,  the  coDsnmptioD  was — 

In  1H19    ....     100,000,000  Ibi. 
1625     ...     .     106,000.000 1b«. 

laai    ....   3es,ooo,ooo  itw. 

1H33  ....  287.000,000  Itu. 

IBU  ,  .  .  ■  400,000.000  lbs. 

184-'!     ....    S32,000,000  Ibi.. 
In  aliort,  there  has  been  a  progrcssiTC  in- 
crease in  tlie  consumption  of  cotton  ' 


made  out  my  ease,  and  that  no  me 
iced  be  scared  by  the  cry,  which  is  alway* 
ict  up  when  a  Ten  Honrs'  Factory  Bill  is 
iskcd  for,  that  we  shall  be  ruined  b;  fo- 
reign competition.  I  estimate,  that  about 
Four-sevcntha  of  the  cotton-vool  prodjueed 
in  all  parts,  except  that  for  the  snpplj'  of 
China,  is  conaumed  in  Great  Britain  ;  and 
it  ts  this  command  of  supply  of  good*  in 
Lhe  markets  of  the  world  thkt  iuaures  ni 
customers.     1  am  conrineed,  that  if 


country  concurrently  with  the  rcittnction  of    ,,     „  .„  .    ,,  .    „.„         ,  , 

.,      ,  ■'         f  t    ,        1  I.  V         .u-       he  House  will  concede  this  BilL  as  I  hope 

the  hours   of  foctorj   labour.     Row,   thia     ,        -n  i,  it  .  .  1^ 


the  houi 

proves  clearly  that  there  has  been 
crease  of  production.     Then,  have  the  ma- 
nufacturers decreased  in  wealth  under  this 
increase  of  production  ?     I  have  no  means 
iug  any  comparative  CBlimato  of  the 


it  will,  wc  ahall  go  on  Lncreaaing  our  ma- 
nufacturea,  and  increaBiDg  io  the  employ- 
ment of  hands,  qnite  as  fiut  as  we  erer 
have  done.  The  difTerence  in  the  cost  of 
the  manufactured  article  to  the  oonsmiMr 

"i.i    "r  .L     1  "i     .       1  ■  1     T    L  1  "iU  ho  o  mere  trifle.     Of  those  articles 

WCJIU   of  tho   boa,  to   .luch    I    belong.  ^^^  ^    ,^^  ,,  ^^^  ^  ^  ^ 

But,  ,t  ,h.  I  b.vo  ro«l  of  .poreho,  mado  ^,„     '     jj,  „„.,  ,^-^^  j^ 

by  manufacturers  at  Anti-Lom-Law  meet-  r    ,  •'  „„„„„„  .  „.^    ' • 

.  ■'       V      .  1.  .u  .         L      ■  .-  more  than  one  penny  on  a  poor  woman  s 

iiiKH    ho  true,    both   as   to    suDBcnptiona  ,  ,     ' ^     .     _£_  .       ... 

rloJ   by  tho   Looguo,  »d  „   to   ikoir  *'"■■  »PP»«»K'y  »  "»>•»« -b.t 

1 .1-.     .  ■'  1  .,111        ■  .    „  tney  now  are,  and  thi 

ability  to  buy  out  the  whole  aristocracy  ^  J^  ^^^  ^^ 
of  the  country,  surely  it  will  not  '■"~'—" 


beallow- 

manufacturer  that  ho  now  has 
for  his  fixed  capital.  I  say  this  as  • 
manufacturer  ;  and  I  feel  a  strong  conric- 
tion  that  I  am  right  in  my  estimate.  I  will 
not  conclude  my  address  to  the  House  on 
this  question  without  again  expressing  mj 


any  Member  of  that  body  t 
this  Ilouse  and  deny  to  tiiose  young  chil- 
dren, whose  services  they  must  own,  that 
protection  from  excessive  toil  which  com- 
mon humanity  calls  for,  and  which  protec- 
tion the  right  hon.  the  Home  Secretary 
announced  at  the  beginning  of  the  See 

wooU  confo,  hoDoyr  on  ou,  ooont^.     _o.-    ,^_.  ^-     „  ^  ,  „.„rf^i„,  ,  t,„  , 
.,do.   tho  grcl    moroue   m   prodoot.on,    „„,ij,j  ,t„  „,„  jij        i,  „  ^ 

which  1  have  shown  already,  1  must  refer  u  „•.„■__■.      i        u      i. 

.,      TT  f         f  ^v        "^    f    /  -.        J    cause  humanity  requires  it.    As  a  Member 

the  UouBO  for  a  further  proof  of  it,  and     r  .i-    ri  t    _  _  -j  j  i„  .l    .  ■ 

.-     ■       ..ID      _.    i  1/       °'  this  House,  I  am  guided  by  the  mjunc- 
lontinmng,  to  the  Report  of  Mr.    .. ,  d„,  „  ,,  ..  ,.°,  „  fl„/j„»_  V.  ,_ 


great  reluctance  at  having  been  compelled 
matter  of  pounds,  sfaiUinga, 


and  pence. 


I  discnssing  it  within  and 


that  it  is  continuing,  to  tho  Report  o 
Uorner,  the  Inspector  of  Factories,  for  the 
half-year  ending  the  Slst  of  October,  ISiS. 
Tho  Uouao  will  reouUect  that  thia  gentle- 
man  is  speaking  only  of  his  own  district. 
In  page  3,  he  says — 

"  SiDce  the  Inut  return  to  Porliamont  in  Fcl 
ruu7,  1830,  there  hu  been  on  increaH  in  n 
(IJHtrict  of  520  bctories.  of  10,021  hones'  |hjwc 
and  of  50,622  pcraons  cmploynl.  This  lucres 
has  all  tnKcn  place  since  noTcmbpr,  1812,  wbcn 
the  revival  of  trade  began." 
He  further  states,  that — 


n  of  Paley,  that  "  the  first  duty  of  a  le- 
gislator is  to  take  care  of  the  poor ;  for 
this  plain  reason,  that  the  rich  can  take 
e  of  themselves."     The  arguments  that 
lavc  used,  in  endeavouring  to  convince 
thrift  that  it  will  not  suffer,  have  been 
wrung  from  mo  by  the  opposition  that  baa 
been  offered  by  the  manufacturing  body  OD 
every  attempt  to  abridge  the  toil  of  th^ 
orkpeoplc.     I  call  upon  the  House,  >n 
conclusion,  to  recollect  that  as  manufac- 
tures go  on  increasing  day  by  day,  as  as- 
e  of  power-looms  In  the  last  ten    suredly  they  will  do,  this  species  of  labour 
jears  is  79,088."  jg  becoming,  not  merely  the  occupation  of 

Now,  I  find  that  the  increase  here  stated  a  class,  but  of  a  nation — that  the  rant 
by  Mr,  Homer,  amounts  in  horses'  powei  hives  of  industry  in  the  north  of  England 
to  25  per  cent,  in  number  of  persona  em-  and  in  Scotland  mnst  become  more  and 
ployed  to  23  per  cent,  in  three  years ;  and  more  vast — that,  with  their  increase,  there 
thnt  the  increase  in  power-looms,  in  the  will  he  necessarily  an  increase  of  the  vicca 
Inst  ten  years,  is  more  than  50  per  cent,  and  miseries  peculiar  to  them,  and  already 
Ifoir,  unless  some  Qentlemen  cou  show  mc    abundantly  proved  ;        '  '    - 


and  I  nrge  on  the 
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EooGS  the  neoessity  thkt  there  is  ibr  ginng 
the  ^onng  children,  whoae  labotir  I  seek  to 
Bhort«n,  time  for  persona]  relaxation,  time 
for  education  and  reli^ouH  iaatruction,  time 
for  obserring  the  routine  of  domestic  duties, 
without  the  knowledge  of  which,  it  is  vain 
to  hope  that  they  will  be  a  creditable  oi 
even  a,  safe  communitj. 

Mr.  AINSWOKTH  had  great  pleasure 
in  rising  to  second  the  Motion  of  nis  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Oldbam.  He  woa 
induced  to  do  so  from  two  motiveB  :  first, 
from  a  desire  of  shortening  the  hours  of 
labour;  and  also  from  the  nope  which  he 
entertained,  that  as  a  proposition  had  been 
held  out  hj  the  factory  operatives,  stating 
their  anxietv  that  this  business  should  be 
compromised.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  propose  an  Eleven  Hours'  Bill,  in 
which  case  the  operatives  would  waive  a 
Ten  Hours'  Bill,  and  come|to  on  arrange- 
ment upon  the  matter.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  thought  that  it  would  be 
advisable  at  the  present  moment  to  see  if 
oil  parties  could  not  come  to  a  satisfactory, 
adjustment  of  the  disputes  which  had  so  long 
existed  between  the  masters  and  the  opera- 
tive cotton-spinnera  in  the  manufacturing 
dbtricts.  Such  an  arrangement  would  do 
away  with  all  future  agitation  upon  this 
vexatious  subject.  Having  that  day  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  borough  which 
he  had  tho  honour  to  represent,  ho  could 
not  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this  question, 
and,  therefore,  without  being  solicited  to 
do  BO  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Oldhom,  he  had  come  forward  to  support 
the  Motion  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  There  had  been  various  meetings 
in  Bolton  upon  this  question;  and,  from 
the  sentiments  which  had  been  expressed 
by  persons  of  all  classes,  it  was  evident 
that  a  very  sti-ong  feeling  prevailed  that 
Bomething  should  be  done  to  reduce  the 
hours  of  factory  labour,  the  operatives 
being  quite  willing  to  incur  the  risk  of 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  their  labour. 
If,  then,  the  operative  spinners  them- 
selves were  willing  to  abide  the  conse- 
quetices  of  the  abridgment,  he  thought 
that  the  House  had  no  longer  a  right 
to  object  to  the  principle  that  the  hours 
of  factory  labour  should  be  reduced. 
He  remembered  that  some  time  ago  a 
deputation  from  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  to  urge  upon  him 
the  necessity  of  opposing  the  Bill  of  the 
noble  Lord  lately  the  Member  for  Dorset- 


shire. It  so  happened  that  among  tha 
members  composing  that  deputation,  was 
an  individual  who  had  declared  to  him  that 
he  would  not  relax  one  iota  of  twelve  hours. 
He  saw  that  individual  the  other  day,  who 
now  said  that  he  was  anxious  for  an  Eleven 
Hours'  Bill,  and  that  if  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment would  propose  such  a  measure, 
be  was  quite  sure  that  the  Bill  would  meet 
with  general  satisfaction.  If  so,  the  time 
had  now  arrived  when  some  sort  of  com- 
promise might  take  place.  He  had  had 
the  honour  of  presenting  this  day  a  petition 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  signed  by  the  clergy 
and  dissenting  ministers  of  the  borough 
which  be  represented ;  and  he  hod  alao  pre- 
aented  a  petition  to  the  like  effect  signed  by 
upwards  of  20,000  persons.  He  beUeved 
that  on  this  question,  like  that  of  com, 
there  was  not  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  subject  that  some  arrangement  ought 
to  take  place.  At  a  meeting  held  ths 
other  day  at  Bury,  Mr.  Hinxman,  a 
surgeon,  in  speaking  of  the  evils  which 
arose  from  the  protracted  hours  of  labour, 
said — 


In  the  milts  upwardi  of  tweDtj'-lbiir  mile*  per  d*7> 
IIo  hod  often  called  at  the  eotlagei  of  Gictor/ 
vorkera,  he  had  aeen  childreo  come  into  tha 
house!  and  immodiatel;  iall  uleep  on  the  floor 
before  the;  had  time  to  e*t  their  lupper ;  out  of 
ererj  3S0  personi  employed  in  fiustoriei  onlj  144 
of  them  enjoyed  good  health ;  irhiln  out  of  tha 
■ame  nomber  of  pononi  not  eiDplof  ed  in  faotorisi, 
Sit  Bigoyed  good  health." 

That  showed,  therefore,  what  a  loss  of 
health  was  occasioned  to  individuals  by  tha 
system  of  severe  factory  labour  now  gene- 
rally adopted.  But  then  came  the  ques- 
tion, how  far  the  masters  would  be  simer* 
ers  by  a  reduction  in  tho  hours  of  labour ; 
and  he  admitted  that  this  was  a  question 
which  the  House  ought  to  take  into  consi- 
deration. Kow  at  the  present  moment 
there  were  several  master  spinners  who 
had  for  the  last  year  or  two  years  worked 
their  mills  only  eleven  hours  per  day. 
Among  these  was  one  of  bis  (Mr.  Ain>- 
worth's)  constituents,  who  by  way  of  expe- 
riment had  for  the  last  year  worked  his 
mills  only  eleven  boura  per  day  j  and 
he  had  had  a  good  deal  of  conversation 
with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  profit  and 
toss  which  had  resulted  from  the  adoption 
of  the  system.  The  gentleman  stated  that 
he  found  that  as  much  work  as  was  formerly 
done  in  twelve  hours  was  now  done  in 
eleven  hours  and  a  half,  consequently,  in 
point  of  time,  he  lost  half  an  hour.    He 
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said,   however,   that  he  thought  he  made  '>•*'  "Iwp* :  bnt,  on  the  oootmiy,  that  lonf  hntn 

that   up  by   the   superiority  of  the  articlea  '™™  oalcuktal  to  driTB  puti«  into  tke  diw 

ap«n;i;.dheatatedthatthis™periorityof  t^^t^  fi^^L"'"-'^'  to  ^«  tb«r 

the  manufactured  article  st&ve  tho  ercateat  u         u    '.                        ^         -    -i 

^  t    L-       .I.-          ±                » jj  J  »  li6  could  cite  many  casca  to  a  stmilar  por- 

aatisfactioQ  to  his  customers.     Added  to  _.     <    .  i        n     v                       e     •,■ 

.,    ^  ,      -      J  ,L  .  u-          1         I  port ;  but  lion.  Members  were  bo  fumilnf 

that  he  found  that  his  workpeople  were  '^ -.,  \,         .-    ,   ,.    ,  ■,                  ™uu™ 

^       u    i.L         J  .1.  .  .1.  with  the  subject,  that  it  waa  scarcely  ne- 

more  healthy,  and  that  there  was  a  savmc'  .        ■*          .     .l           i.         '  ■ 

j-V                        I         J       ■  ccEsary  to  enumerate  them.     It  was  quite 

in  wear  and  tear  in  cas,  cools,  and  ranous  ,        .i.  ,  ■-  ..      .             »  »    .        1 1 

■     'J     »  1  J          L            .  VI'  V  clear  that  if  tbe  hours  of  factory  labour 

expenses  incidental  to  such  an  establish-  ,,  ,         ,       ...        ,,  ,            ^  ,. 

mint,  which,  «pon  Ihs  whok,  h.  ..id.  Ml,  "*'  '•,'  '"'"'»<'•  " '"       S.'  ^  "T 

nido  up  for  the  lo..  of  l.lf  .„  hour  of  f  J  "  *«  '"J"')"  »?•'""«■■    Tho.,  u  1«  ih. 

.„     i.v.          Ti."    ;  ,v,^:a,  r.^  i,»-i    ^-..-j  .  ^"^as  which  would   accrue   to   the  factoiy 

torv  labour,     inis  inuiTidual  uaa  consider-  ,           -n    <     >    >       •      .     i               -  ■  ' 

1.1         I        A  v.     _~™i.«„    „  J    ■    f    .  niastera.    Me  had  abeady  cited  one  opinion 

ably  enlarged   ms  premises,   and,  in  fact,  ..        ...         i  ■l             v           i  f      u 

h.d  buiit  ;  uew  mill  i  uud  ho  ..k.d  him,  "  *''  'fl^.'  i""""  '''  "»''  Yi^  "  "^ 

.holher  ho  iutondod  to  c.rrj  on  th.  ele.on  »  "»'  *"  'f""?  «jpre.«d  by  „„  y^ 

hour  .j,ten,  in  hi.  ne»  mill.  »hioh  th.t  S'«"  ™"»™'  "■''■•  ne.ghbomhood  of 

gontlem.n..idhe«.quitepren.rodtodo.  ""'■    "'■    •>?'■'■  Kf'm.on  K.j.      TW 

HethouBhl,ho..vor,th«llhor.mr.higher  «"•!«■»"   •">'.*"  i»  ""'''  ,«■"'» 

..  °.-                    .,  J      ■.!.    .!.■         u  cordial  support  to  the  Ten  Uonra  BiB:^ 

considerations    connected  with   this   suh-  '•^ 

ject  than  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.   As  /''i'i°^-^".V"'lf '""''Ff .^■"J^T"^'' 

«...       '     ,                 I  ...   1    "^       1  -    ,  «"■  Bnortemnir  toe  hours  of  labonr  in  &ftone>. 

legislators,  they   ought   to  take  a  higher  The  present  <7>tem  wm  injurious  to  the  mar.1.. 

Tiew  of  this  question,  and  to  try  whether  aa  oell  sb  to  the  phjiicol  itreDgth  of  tha  rinag 

they  could  not  bettor  the  state  of  society  Benemtion.     If  the  hours  of  fcclory  labour  who 

among  the  working  classes.      He  was  very  ""f'^'«'  ^  tea  hours  per  daj-,  it  would  not,  a 

much  pleased  the  other  day  to  hear  the  ^^d^t;f  "-J-^ou.  to  either  Ubouror.  or  naau- 

aentimcDts  eipreased  at  the  meeting  which  mi.-    _      jl        ■  ■        *          .. 

Loni  A.hl«T  ittondod  at  Bolton.     At  that  ^J"  ««■  «".  "P™  »' °  oottj».»pmB« 

mooting  J.ie.  Hejwood.  on  opomtivo  om.  't"  ™ploj.d  1,000  hnnd.  m  the  notgh- 

plojod   by  Mcr.:  Eohort  Knowlo.   and  ''"tood  of  Bury,  and  which  de«,r„d  .t 

Sons    sniil tention,  owing  to  his  high  character  and 

'  respectability.      A  great   deal   had  been 

■■  That  hftring  been  a  tctory  worker  upon  the  aaid  on  the  subject  of  the  sjstem  carried 

twelve  houn  sfsteni,  and  eipenencod  the  chance ■      •#_    j-i i_ •_  „;ii  ..  d .  _      La 

toclcvenhour,Vd",bec^sideredth«thewt.  "^  m  Mr   Gardner  B  mill  at  Preston;  but 

enabled  to  speiik  of  the  benoBcinl  result  that  had  "on.  Uentlenien  were  so   well  acquainted 

accrued  from  it,  hoth  to  himself  and  fellow-work-  with  its  details,  that  he  would  not  fatigne 

men,  which  he  would  endeaiour  to  do  as  clearly  the   House  by  ft  reference   to   the  way  in 

a.  j>oMiblo,  nithough  he  mu,t  acknowledge  that  a  „j,ich  Mr.  Gardner  Carried  on  his  hnsiness. 

bad  adrocato  Bometimes  spoiled  a  tnlod  suhiect:  tr     ■    i-         i    ..     ,   .1     .            .1                  -n 

but  they  must  forgive  any  misuko,  and,  seleiling  He  believed  that  that  gentleman  still  ear- 

Uie  goods  pnrta  fur  themselves,  leave  out  tlie  bad  T'ed   On   his  business  on  the  eleven  hours 

once.     Ue  had  attended  meelings  of  their  work-  system  ;    and    he    wished    to    state    to    the 

people,  aod  had  never  lieard  one  of  them  soy  that  Uonse  the  advantages  wliich  had  accrued 

he  should  like  to  go  u.ick  naain  to  the  old  sjelem,     .„  1  - i *    "    ,1..      1      ±-  r  »i.  ■ 

for  by  the  ehange  the  wor^t  hour  had  been  taken  '"  ^'^  workmen  from  the  adoption  of  that 

off,  and  had  been  put  to  the  host;  BO  that  upon  a  system.      He   had   received   a  letter   that 

fine  day  they  were  enabled  to  walk  out  and  enjoj  morning   from    Mr.    Gardner,   stating  the 

the  refreshing  breeze,  the  benefits  of  which  they  advantages   which  had  resulted   from  the 

fctt  both  inwardly  and  outwardly:  outwardly.as  reductionof  the  hours  of  labour  from  twelve 

inneorating   tho   system;   and    inwardlT,    as   by  .       ,                 11      />      j              -j 

Tieiriug  the  be-iutli  of  nature  it  led  to  thought,  »«  «^lc^en.     Mr.  Gardner  said— 

and  reflections  tendiug  to  cultivate  the  miud.     As  "  I  beg  to  stato  that,  in  my  opinion,  they  are 

regarded  their  physical  condition,  the  women  were  gencrnlly  enjoying  bettor  health  now  nnd  since 

tbe  first  abject  of  their  consideration,  for  their  tho  adoption  1^  eleven  hours,  than  when  wcrking 

boars  of  labour  were  aqnall;  as  long  as  those  of  twelve.    They  eipreu  themBelrea  so,  and  their 

the  males ;  and  he  must  Bay  that  Bince  the  change  appearance  bespeakB  it." 

they  appeared  to  be  greatly  benefited.    The  same  Now,  in  many  conconiB  of  this  kind  there 

might  be  aaid  of  the  jouths  of  both  sexes.    Work  .  li-  u   j      ■  1       11.            ji   -. 

no  doul)t  tendi-d  to  preserve  the  body;  but  by  "^™  established   sick   ctuhs ;   and  it  waa 

over-exertion  health  was  destroyed,  and  its  sure  rather  cnrious  that  in  Mr.  Gardner's  esto- 

and  waB  death.     As   regarded  education,  there  blishment    the   sick    society   was   scarcely 

was  no  comparison  between  now  and  befiiro  they  ever  called  upon,  at  least  to  the  extent  it 

worked  eleven  hours;    for  ho  fijund  that  double r 1..    r .l      1          £  _   _      » 

ti.»  „,.mi^,.  ^-w.  ^„,^\t.„  -^  ^f  r.i»i .  .  I.    1  ^88  lormerl}-,  from  the  less  frequency  of 

the  number  were  now  engaged  at  night  schools  as  .        i.*     .       1                ,  i-  1                   w      f.      ■ 

compared  with   the  twelve  hours'   system.    Ho  invalids  in  that  establishment.     Mr.  (lard- 

concluded  by  ar^ini;  th.it,  as  urged  by  some,  ner  said — 

short  houra  did  not  give  a  stiniulu*  to  go  to  the  "Ihe  sick  club  formed  amoigit  my  w<^qieop(* 
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onbiMM  ftboot  MTvii-eigiithB  of  tbe  nule  adnlts  ng  domMtle  MooirenMnM,  irithont  wtdoh  the; 
in  mj  mill;  tlio  particulars  in  relBtion  to  which  lonld  Derer  panbrm  the  dutiea  of  wirea  Mid 
liiUf  bemr  mo  out  in  rcipect  of  the  improTed  state  uotbera,  including  liniltiag,  Miring,  and  amaj 
of  health  enjoyed  b;  the  members  of  the  club.  I  )ther  domeBtic  occomplishnientB),  instead  of  being 
find  on  comparing  two  yean  prerions  td  the  adop-  jndcr  twenly,  was  every  evening  considerably 
tion  of  eleTcn  hours  with  two  years  subsequcut,  nore  than  100 ;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  by  reiy 
thM  the  number  reltered  by  this  club  was  60  per  ittle  pennuaion  and  management,  would  increue, 
oeut  less  in  tlio  Utter  period,  and  the  oipcnditure  intil  those  attending  rught  schools  would  com- 
10  per  cent  less  in  the  Utter  period,  than  in  the  prise  a  good  majority  of  tho  whole  aumber  of  the 
former  1  the  number  of  members  ia  both  instances  liands  employed  at  those  mills." 
being  the  same."  If_  (hen,  by  the  reduction  of  one  hour's 
He  did  think  that  the  House  ought  to  labour,  greater  fftcilitics  were  giyen  for 
take  into  consideration  the  aaving  of  ex-  [mproving  the  health  and  morals  of  tho 
pense  to  the  factory  people  by  the  ndoption  people,  and  for  enabling  them  to  obtain  a 
of  thi»  Byatem,  as  well  at  thoir  improved  greater  degree  of  education,  that  was  a 
health !  and  if  these  facts  could  he  proved,  ^gry  Blrong  reason  for  supporting  the  pre- 
as  from  the  character  and  respectability  ggnt  measure.  If  the  consideration  of 
of  the  gentleman  who  furnished  them  no  these  topics  could  possibly  weigh  with  Her 
doubt  they  could,  he  hoped  tho  House  Majesty  s  Government— and  he  was  bu« 
would  take  this  question  into  its  eerious  that  no  one  could  be  more  anxious  than 
consideration,  so  that  all  parties  might  they  were  to  consult  the  happiness  of  the 
come  to  some  terms  by  which  an  abridg-  people — he  did  think  that  they  ought  to 
ment  of  the  hours  of  labour  in  factories  gej^e  the  opportunity  which  the  present 
might  bo  effected.  But  these  were  not  moment  afforded,  when  the  factory  opcra- 
the  only  advantages  which  the  workpeople  tives  were  ^uito  wiUing  to  abandon  a  Ten 
in  Mr.  Gardner's  factory  derived  from  the  Hours'  Bill,  if,  as  he  was  commissioned  to 
reduction.  There  were  other  considerations  g^y^  n^  Majesty's  Government  would 
which  ought  to  weigh  with  the  House;  and  come  forward  and  propose  an  Eleven  Hours' 
first  among  them  was  the  subject  of  oduca-  ]jiii_  jje  called  upon  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
tion,  and  the  improvement  of  the  social  con-  vernment  to  aid  in  effecting  this  arrange- 
dition  of  the  people.  It  was  no  use  to  lay  out  mont,  which  would  bo  looked  upon  as  a 
parks  for  the  working  classes,  unless  there  great  boon  by  tho  working  classes,  and 
were  some  alteration  in  the  hours  of  labour,  ^hich  could  not  fail  to  redound  to  the 
The  operatives  had  frequently  asked  him  honour  and  credit  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
at public  meetings,  bow  it  was  possible  vemmcnt. 

th.t  ttcj  could   toko   ad™nU|;e   of  the        „,  g„„j,  ,„  „,i]ii„g  „  .„j  ,,„, 

J,ndne..  «nd   mum«coi.co  of  tho.e  hon.  „  ^^„  „p,„od  to  bo  tho  un- 

Memben  who  oonlnbufd  tbo.r  moncj  to  j,„i,a  ,i,t„  ,,'i  k,ga  portioo  of  tho 

purohuo pork,  for  their  ro«reat,on<    Thoj  _^^^.       ^,^_^^       ^^  ^»,,^       y  ^__,, 

..id  that  It  wo.  ,u,t«impo..iblo  for  them  .,„„,i5,  „  ^,  ,„;„„,  neotiog.  which  h«i 

to  .v«J  thora.olYC.  of  the  mtooded  bom,  ^^^^  j,,j  ^^  j;j^,„,  „(»„,„  „„, 

..  the,  wore  .0  aiuch  fot.goed  .ftet  the  ^^  ,y,  ^^y^ ,  ^^  ^  ^^       ,„„„,  ,y„t 

hour,  of  lobour  th.t  they  won.  obhged  le  j^  ^^  p„.e„ted  to  the  Hoiuo,  ho  felt 

go  U,  bod.     W,th  regard  to  the  ,ue.t,OD  j^^j  ^  4__,,  ^^  ^^      .^.^^  ^  ,  ^^ 

of  eduction,  if  bj  o  reduet.ou  of  one  hou,  ^__ .    ^^  ^^  ^^^.      ^,^J^  ^,,  decidedly 

m  tho  hour,  of  labour,  tho  workmg  ela..e,  ;^  ^^^^^  ^,  ,  li„it,iio„  of  the  hour,  il 

would  be  enabled  to  enjoy,  greater  amounl  ^^^^     ,,_,,  ,,  ,„  boca««>  he  cen.iJetod 

ofcdneal»nthautheyatpic.cntreee,,ed,  ,t„  ,  „„„  dangerou.  proceeding  to  th. 

he  thought  that  would  furnish  an  addition.  „„„„i.,  „ j  "annfaoluring  intero.t.  of 

re..on  why  the  Hen.e  .hould  leg,,  ate  bj  ,|,^  ^  ^^„,j  __^,         ;„    ^^  ^^  ^ 

pa..inE  the  pre.ent  Bill      The  foUowiii,  n,i  )„  n'    i,  ■„  hi,  Jul,,  and  tho  duty 

w.,theopinionofoneof  tboworkmonii  ^,  J^  ,,_^  j^j^^.^j  ^„  „,y„J 

the  employment  of  Mr.  Gardner  a.  to  h,  ^^^^^  J^  ^  ,„  ,„^,  i„  j„,^  .y.  ^_ 
ad.autage.  enjoyed  lu  thi,  re.poct  by  th<  .  ^  _„^j  ,j,„,,j  ,„j  ^^^^  ,,,,,  ^^^^^ 
adoption  of  tho  eleven  hour,  .y.tom  i-  .j  ^  ^^  ,^^,^  ultimately  ruin  tho  heal 
-  A  jeod  fcliiij  ™.td  l«i...ii  He  .mnlojii  ,  ,  „  ,  „  t„nnlry.  Ho  had  on  no 
and  tho  cmploved ;  and  arum  (which  was  an  an  ""•-'_  "  .  j-t^  .  ,  ,u  ■  .  . 
.wor  to  a  statement  now  Vwom  heard,  that  th,  occaeion  been  indifferent  to  tho  interest, 
Euitury  opcrativea  were  wholly  unAt  for  tho  booi  of  the  working  elaaac.  On  the  contrary, 
ttipj  lauglit).  that  the  niiinbcrs  attcndinjt  m-IiooI  be  prided  hiniKlf  that  one  of  the  first  ob- 
at  niBtit.  before  the  introdoelioa  of  the  elerei      ■     ^^   ^^  ^^^^   ^^^  jj^d  applied  him.elf  in 

:=;'i;S'u:s"  ;sTii:".z£.::t'  z  tb.t  hou.o  ... » free  tboir  i.ho„r.  f,.» 

atteaded  (many  of  them  odiUts,  and  numu  leam     the  restrftint  of  all  aJOnopoUw ;  and  it  vm 
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from  hia  ezperienoe  of  tlio  good  effecta 
which  had  followed  the  adoption  of  that 
course,  that  he  was  induced  to  oppose  the 
presCDt  proposal,  Whj,  looking  to  the 
principles  which  the  House  were  now  avow- 
edly acting  upon,  with  respect  to  the  free- 
dom of  our  commercial  relations,  was  it 
not  contrary  to  common  acnse  that  they 
should  one  day  be  adopting  a  measure  to 
rclicTC  the  capital  ajid  industry  of  the 
country  from  trammels,  and,  on  another, 
unpnsing  them  on  what  were  equally  im- 
portant— the  capital  of  the  labouring  man 
— and  not  only  on  the  capital  of  the  la- 
houring  nian,  hut  the  capital  of  the  master 
who  employed  him  ?  and  he  ventured  to 
say  that  if  this  Bill  became  law,  it  would 
end  in  the  ruin  of  the  employer  and  the 
employed.  Tharefore  it  was  that  ho  ob- 
jected to  any  compromise  on  this  quest! 
lie  objected  to  any  further  proceeding 
with  a  measure  which  would  admit  the 
principle  that  the  Houhc  ought  to  enter 
upon  a  consideration  of  such  a  question. 
Although  he  had  listened  with  the  greatest 
attention  while  the  hou.  Member  who 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  was 
speaking,  he  unfortunately  had  not  been 
able  to  catch  one  single  word  which  had 
fallen  from  him.  Ho  knew,  however,  what 
the  opinions  of  the  hon.  Momhcr  were, 
having  seen  full  reports  of  his  speeches 
upon  other  occasions.  He  would,  there- 
fore, only  address  himself  to  the  argu- 
ments eniploycd  upon  this  occasion  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Ainsworth)  who  had 
seconded  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Oldham.  There  were  undoubtedly  cir- 
cuniBtances  under  which,  from  the  State 
of  parties  in  the  IIousc,  a  compromise 
might  he  desirable ;  but  he  hoped  that 
they  had  now  arrived  at  a  time  when  the 
principles  of  commercial  freedom  wero 
clearly  understood,  and  that  the  House 
would  continue  to  act  upon  them.  The 
hon.  Member  spoke  of  regulating  the  hours 
of  labour,  as  if  this  country  could  regulate 
the  hours  of  the  whole  world.  Neither 
that  hon.  Member,  nor  those  who  thought 
with  him,  seemed  to  bring  forward  a  pro- 
vision for  meeting  the  rest  of  the  world- 
such  as  Belgium  and  Gcrmanj^for  in- 
Btance,  who  were  now  rivalling  our  manu- 
factures. They  did  not  attempt  to  show 
how  if  we  were  shackled,  and  those  coun- 
tries free,  we  could  meet  tliem  in  the  fo- 
reign market  in  respect  to  the  cheapness 
of  our  produce.  And  what  would  he  the 
result  if  we  should  cease  to  snpply  the  fo- 
reign market,  which  now  gave  employment 
tomaujniiliioiuof  ouicouutrymcb^.  'SVi 


effect  would  be  tatb  ibmM  ho  anapeeted 
the  working  man,  instead  of  compUiaii^ 
that  he  had  too  much  work,  woold  looa 
begin  to  complain  that  be  hftd  do  wmk 
at  all,  and  would  be  the  fir*t  to  oall  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Act  whieh  thej  w«te 
now  BO  anxious  to  see  paaaed.  He 
thought  thtit  if  the  House  were  now  to 
pass  a  Ton  Hours' Bill,  they  would  have  as 
Eight  Hours'  Bill  proposed  before  long,  u 
it  would  be  difficult  to  draw  the  line  wfanv 
the  limitation  should  stop.  Tbey  might 
rely  upon  it  the  good  sense  of  the  country 
would  be  found  opposed  to  any  interference 
with  the  market  of  labour.  It  could  be 
productive  only  of  deplorable  results.  No 
man  in  the  country  would  be  found  more 
ready  and  willing  than  he  to  alleTiate  the 
condition  of  tbe  labooiing  population;  and 
if  he  thought  the  propoaed  measure  likely 
to  alleviate  that  condition  in  tbe  least  de- 
gree, he  would  most  willingly  vote  for  it. 
But  he  was  convinced  that  auch  a  legiila- 
tive  interference  would  be  but  laying  th^ 
foundation  of  distress  and  misery.  Why, 
if  such  rules  were  to  bo  laid  down  by  lav 
for  the  regulation  of  the  laboor  of  workers 
in  factories,  should  they  not  likewise  r^o- 
late  the  hours  of  labour  of  grocers,  tuuTaf 
every  other  deacHption  of  tradesmen  in 
the  country  ?  Time,  indeed,  had  been, 
when  the  House  thought  that  it  could 
really,  with  benefit  to  tbe  industrial  popn. 
lation,  lay  down  rules  and  regulations  for 
every  class;  but  had  it  not  been  aubse- 
quently  admitted  on  all  hands  that  evoy 
man  was  the  best  and  the  fittest  judge  of 
the  manner  in  which  his  time  should  be 
employed,  and  of  the  object  to  which  it 
should  be  applied?  If  this  interference 
with  the  free  application  of  labour  vere  to 
be  admitted,  why  should  domestic  servants 
bo  exempted  ?  Why  not  introduce  a  claosc 
whereby  domestic  servants  should  ho  pro- 
hibited from  labouring  during  mont  UiaB 
ten  hours  of  the  twenty-four?  [LaughUrA 
Hon.  Members  might  laugh;  but  be  heU 
that  if  a  principle  were  good,  it  should 
bear  to  be  tested  by  such  extreme  supposi- 
'■—1.  But  let  them  apply  another  form  of 
Let  them  see  what  would  be  the 
effect  upon  the  finding  employment  for  the 
poor  of  an  overburdened  parish.  If  iu  hia 
[Mirish  he  had  a  number  of  hands,  say  100 
~~  200  unemployed,  how  would  he  propose 
find  them  support  S  Why,  by  manufac 
res.  There  was  no  limit  to  be  placed  to 
the  employment  which  might  be  given  by 
manufactures.  If  the  markets  could  be 
met  by  low  prices,  the  mannfacturers  of  aR 
iVn  -vivM.  ««i]ii  \a  coatmded  with  hj  th« 
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mople  of  Engluid,  But  that  oonld  not  be 
ooneif  thetennB  of  labour  vera  to  be  iuWr- 
fered  with,  and  certain  limitB  plaoed  to 
them.  He  therefore  warned  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  connected  with  the  agricnltu- 
ral  interest  to  bewara  how  thej  interfered, 
by  lej^lation,  to  plsco  restifctionB  on  trade 
Mid  menofacturea;  for  every  mill  that  was 
cloBed  tended  to  increase  pauperise,  to 
raise  poor  rntes,  (tnd  endanger  the  property 
of  the  country.  No  one  deplored  more 
titan  he  did  the  long  honrs  of  tho  working 
cUises;  no  people  in  the  world  laboured  bo 
hard,  or  lo  long,  a«  the  Engliifa;  and  if 
it  was  poMible  to  devise  any  means  of  re- 
lieving them  from  a  portion  of  their  labour, 
and  enabling  them  to  devote  some  portion 
of  tiieir  time  to  instraction  in  order  to  ele- 
vate themselves  in  the  scale  of  society,  he 
vould  be  the  first  to  adopt  them.  But  he 
was  convinced  the  tendency  of  tbia  mea- 
sure ma  to  lower  the  wnget  of  labonr — to 
throw  many  out  of  employment,  and  dete- 
riorate the  condition  of  the  working  classes. 
The  receipts  from  land,  and  the  funds 
might,  u  a  means  of  income,  be  described 
as  very  great;  but  if  they  adopted  mea- 
sures to  diminish  the  whole  amount  of  capi- 
tal ptud  in  wages,  they  would  rapidly  affect 
most  injuriously  every  interest  in  the  coos- 
tiy.  Master  and  labourer  should  be  left  to 
make  what  barguns  they  pleased  ;  the 
State  ought  not  to  step  in  and  anthorita- 
lively  interfere  with  the  capital  of  the  one, 
or  the  labour  which  was  the  capital  of  the 
other.  It  had  been  said  that  the  factory 
worker!  were  ready  to  take  the  chance  of 
any  reduction  of  wages;  but  tho  wages 
paid  by  the  manufacturer  fonned  only  one 
portion  of  his  expenses.  The  cost  of  run- 
ning hie  machinery  must  also  be  taken  into 
account;  and  if  his  expcndltaro  under  both 
heads  did  not  enable  him  to  prodnce  an  ar- 
ticle at  a  certain  cost,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  him  to  compete  with  the  foreigner. 
The  hon.  Members  who  had  originally  pro- 
posed to  shorten  the  hours  of  ^bour,  had 
ueclared  their  unwillingness  to  interfere 
with  the  action  of  machinery  ;  but  the 
Hotue  had  gone  from  step  to  step  until 
maehfaieiT  was  presently  to  be  stopped  alto- 

K^er,  although  it  had  been  clearly  proved 
_  the  cridenco  given  before  Mr.  Senior 
and  the  other  Commissioners,  who  had 
visited  the  mannfacturing  districts,  that 
profits  depended  on  the  last  hour  or  two 
hours'  operation  of  the  machinery  in  facto- 
ries, lliis  showed  how  dangerous  it  was  to 
interfere  in  such  a  case.  When  evidence 
was  taken  in  the  years  1824  and  1835 
before  GoinmHtees  oi  that  Uonae,  selected 


to  inqnipe  into  Hke  matter,  the  dlstreM 
which  was  then  aomplained  of  irtm  attri- 
buted, not  to  the  long  hours  of  labour,  but 
to  the  existence  of  a  combination  amongst 
the  masters  to  keep  down  the  rate  of  wages. 
The  arguments  of  the  hon.  Hmnber  for 
Bolton  in  support  of  the  Bill  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  vary  strongest  possible  against 
the  interference  with  the  freedom  of  the 
labour  market;  and  so  convinced  was  he 
of  the  total  impolicy  of  such  a  measure, 
both  by  his  own  prerious  convictions  and 
the  argmnents  he  bad  heard,  that  he  should 
move  as  an  Amendment,  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
Before  moring  the  Amendment,  however, 
he  thonght  it  right  to  advert  to  some  ar- 
guments which  had  been  accidentally  plaoed 
in  lus  way  a  few  days  since,  and  which 
showed  strongly  the  impolicy  of  the  factory 
law  altogether.  He  meant  the  petition 
presented  from  the  ropemakers  on  the 
Clyde,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  out  of 
fifty-throe  rope  and  twine  makers  on  the 
Clyde,  only  ei^t  worked  by  machinery, 
and  those  eight  were  subjected  to  all  the 
annoyances  of  visits  from  inmeotors  and 
surgeons,  and  were  liable  to  be  pnnbhed 
for  even  permitting  boys  to  be  upon  thdr 
premises.  So  that  if  strange  bojs  strayed 
in,  those  manufacturers  were  liable  to  pn- 
nishmcnt  nnder  the  provisions  of  the  Fac- 
tories Act.  Now  U)at  was  really  mon- 
strous, yet  that  was  the  law  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood;  and  one  of  the  eonsequenees 
was,  the  increase  of  demoralisation  and 
crime.  Whathe  wished  was,  that  masters 
and  men  should  be  left  to  make  the  best 
bargains  with  each  other  they  could.  Great 
advantage,  it  was  said,  had  arisen  from 
the  abridgment  of  twelve  to  eleven  hours' 
labour  in  Mr.  Gardner's  mil)  at  Preston. 
That  was  all  very  well;  but  that  had  taken 
place  without  the  interference  of  the  Legis- 
lature; which  interference  was  what  he 
decidedly  objected  to.  If  they  interfered 
with  the  employment  of  the  young,  it  was 
incumbent  on  them  to  provide  for  their  in- 
struction; if  they  compelled  them  to  be 
idle,  what  would  bo  the  result !  Their 
parents  were  too  poor  to  send  them  to 
school,  and  they  were  left  to  wander  about 
the  streets.  Any  interference  with  the 
rights  of  parents  and  masters  was  against 
principle,  and  must  lead  to  mischief;  and 
he  trusted  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  give  their  strenuous  opposition  to 
any  such  extension  of  a  vicious  system  as 
the  measure  now  before  them.  If  they 
put  restrictions  npon  trade,  they  would 
tend  to  throw  aa  amitignAl  ntanber  id  thoie 
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at  present  employed  inmuiafftctiires  on  the 
poor  rate  of  the  country,  and  would  tend  to 
deteriorate  the  population.  Ho  entreated 
the  House  to  pause  and  consider  the  pre- 
sent eitnation  of  their  manufactures.  All 
(he  worid  va!i  now  open  to  the  enterprise 
of  mnnufacturin);  places  ;  country  gen- 
tlemen, perhaps,  might  not  bo  aware  how 
little  would  turn  the  markets  of  the 
world  against  this  country.  He  would 
mention  one  fact  in  proof  of  this  :  up 
to  a  certain  period  the  Russian  army 
waa  clothed  with  cloth  supplied  hy  this 
country.  An  additional  duty  was  laid 
on  wool,  that  applied  to  all  kinds,  fine  and 
coarse;  this  raised  the  price  of  the  article, 
and  the  conseijuence  was  the  cloth  of  Bel- 
gium come  into  competition  with  the  cloth 
of  our  manufacturers,  and  hy  that  country 
the  Russian  contract  had  been  ever  since 
supplied.  A  very  small  amount,  a  halfpenny 
npon  a  pound  or  yard,  was  enough  to  turn 
the  scale  of  commerce  against  them.  He 
implored  the  House  not  to  bo  led  away  by 
the  idea  that  they  were  promoting  the 
cause  of  humanity  by  such  a  measure. 
There  ought  to  be  no  compromise  upon  it; 
they  should  act  upon  principle,  and  that 
would  require  them  to  reject  tho  Itill.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  repeal  all  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  past ;  he  would  not  go  into  that 
— sufficient  unto  tho  day  was  the  Motion 
before  them  ;  but  he  thought  they  ought 
not  to  proceed  on  a  wrong  course  when 
they  were  convinced  it  was  erroneous. 

Sir  G.  STRICKLAND  thought  the 
preseut  question  came  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  under  better  auspices  and  with 
better  chances  of  success  than  it  had  ever 
appeared  before  ;  he  thought  a  great 
change  had  taken  place  in  the  opinion  of 
the  master  manufacturers  in  tbc  great  ma- 
nufacturing districts.  Many  who  had  here- 
tofore been  most  violently  opposed  to  the 
measure  were  now  shaken  in  that  apposi- 
tion ;  many — and  the  fact  was  highly  cre- 
ditable to  them — had  adopted  eleven  hours 
as  their  time  of  workiug  instead  of  twelve. 
He  hod  presented  several  petitions,  among 
them  one  from  tho  workmen  in  &Ir.  Gard- 
ner's factory  in  favour  of  the  limitation. 
Theyfound  all  whohad  tried  the  experiment 
were  highly  grattlied  with  it.  The  work- 
men stated,  tliat  if  they  did  lose  any  wages, 
the  smalt  loss  was  not  to  he  put  into  com- 
petition with  the  immense  benefit  they  de- 
rived from  the  short  hours  of  work.  Kor 
was  it  aniung  the  manufacturers  only  that 
this  change  of  opinion  had  taken  place  ; 
many  Members  of  that  House  had  been 


thia  subject.     He  thought  tlwt  eren  the 
bon.    Member  for  Hontrose  did  not  now 
stand  on  that  very  high  gronDd  he  did  f«r- 
merly,  in  his  opposition  to  «I1  interference 
between  masters  and  laboarera,  heeaose, 
though  he  still  deprecated  all  tegisIatioDMi 
the  subject,  he  now  mads  an  exception  ii 
the  case  of  young  childrea.     Now,  it  wat 
from  finding  that  the  porenta    conld  ntt 
protect  their  children  that  the  oeceasitT  for 
this  interference  arose  ;   it  waa  found  that 
custom  prevailed  over  their  power.   Farcnti 
could  not  prevent  their  children  being  em- 
ployed  for  fifteen   hours  a    day  to  stand 
against   the  power  of  machinery.      The 
Legislature  had  already  adopted  measniet 
preventing  children  under  thirteen  years  of 
ago  from  working  more  than   aix  hours  a 
day.     He  recollected  that  those  who  con- 
demned legislating  on  this  matter  said,  if 
the  restriction  UK>k  place,  they  ahould  tee 
the  end  of  the  manufacturea  of  EngUnl ; 
if  young  children  were  not  allowed  to  work 
twelve,  thirteen,   or  fifteen  honra   a  day, 
there  was  an  end  of  the  cotton  and  wooUeu 
manufactures.      The   change    had    taken 
place ;  the  number  of  working  honre  for 
young  children  had  be<m  reduced  to  sii, 
and  he  was  inclined  to  think  the  manufac- 
tures of  England  were  in  a  more  flourishing 
state  than  ever  they  were.     Now,  what 
was  it  they  asked  for  in  coming   forwaid 
with  this   question!     That   children  and 
young  persona  of  the  ages  of  thirteen  to 
eighteen  should  not  be  required  to  labour 
in  manufactories  against  the  power  of  ma- 
chinery for  a  greater  number  of  hoorv  than 
was  required  of  the  strongest  agricultural  la- 
bourer in  any  part  of  England.  For,afterall, 
if  the  Bill  were  a  Ten  Houra'  Bill,  it  would, 
in  fact,  require  the  same  number  of  hours 
OS  the  agricultural  labourer  hod ;    it  was 
fur  ten  hours'  labour,  and  two  hours  for 
meals  ;   as  tho  law  stood  at  preocnt,  it  re- 
quired young  and  helpless   persons  to  la- 
bour twelve  hours,  which,  with  two  honrt 
for  meals,  compelled  them  to  be  fourteen 
hours  from  home,  thus  depriving  them  not 
only  of  the  comforts  of  life,  hut  the  means 
of  improvement,  hy  which  they  might  hope 
to  move  in  a  more  respectable  aitnation 
than  they  did  at  present.     He  was  con- 
vinced the  more  the  question  was  discussed, 
and  the  oftener  it  was  brought  before  the 
House,  the  more  the  opposition  to  it  would 
continue  to  be  shaken,  and  the  more  pUiulr 
■•  would  appear  that  it  could  be  no  detn- 
pnt  to  their  manufactures  to  protect  chil- 
en  and  young  persons,  and  to  prevent 
from  working  beyond  their  strength. 
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be  some  exception  to  the  general  rule,  and 
that  where  children  and  young  persons 
could  not  protect  themselrea,  uie  law 
should  step  in,  and,  as  a  matter  of  hnma- 
mtj,  give  them  that  aasistance. 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  aaid :  Although,  Sir, 
I  might  have  been,  on  the  personal  ground 
of  indisposition,  unwilling  to  address  the 
House  during  the  discussion  of  this  morn- 
ing, yet,  as  the  question  now  stands,  I  think 
it  is  expedient  that  some  Member  of  Her 
Majesty's  Qovenunent  should  state  what 
is  Uie  course  they,  as  a  Ooremment, 
tend  to  purane.  The  hon.  Baronet  who 
has  just  sat  down  baa  truly  remarked,  that 
this  anhjcctbas,  in  the  present  Parliament, 
nndergone  an  ample  and  full  discussion. 
On  former  occasions  it  has  been  my  duty 
to  state  to  the  House  the  principles  which 
would  guide  my  deciuon  in  reference  to  the 
question  we  are  now  debating.  It  is  not 
anew  question  ;  it  ia  one  of  paramount  im- 
portance, which  must  ha  decided  on  great 
and  leading  principles.  It  has  been  my 
duty  carefolly  and  dispassionately  to  recon- 
sider all  the  opinions,  in  reference  to  this 
subject,  which  I  formerly  entertained,  and 
which  I  have  endesvonr^l  to  express;  and, 
considering  the  great  interests  at  stake 
and  the  importance  of  any  decision  Her 
Majesty's  Government  may  adopt  in  refer- 
ence to  such  a  subject,  I  should  have  thought 
it  unpardonable  not  to  have  reviewed  with 
more  than  ordinary  caution  the  princi- 
ples on  which  I  have  acted.  I  have  done 
BO,  and  I  am  bound  to  state  to  the  House 
that  the  most  carefn)  consideration  I  have 
been  able  to  bestow  on  the  sul^ect,  has  not 
led  me  to  change  any  opinion  I  have  before 
arowad  with  respect  to  this  measure.  It 
is,  therefore,  my  duty  to  reaiat  its  farther 
progress,  i  wiU  now  endeavour  to  remove 
some  of  the  obstacles  to  the  free  discussion 
of  this  meoanre,  which  have,  I  think,  oc- 
curred in  the  course  of  the  present  debate. 
First,  the  bon.  Member  for  Montrose  says 
he  deprecates  any  compromise.  Certainly, 
it  must  be  observed  tJiat  the  question,  as 
it  now  presents  itself,  appears  to  be  one 
not  so  much  of  principle  as  of  detail,  and 
therefore  a  compromise  might  on  that 
ground  be  less  objectionable,  and  a  settle- 
ment by  compromise  might  reasonably  he 
anticipated.  But  I  most  say  the  petition 
presented  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Uember 
for  Proalon  (Sir  G.  Strickland)  shows  bow 
fallacious  the  hope  of  any  benefit  from  such 
compromise  would  he.  The  hon.  Baronet 
colled  particular  attention  to  the  petition 
of  the  workmen  of  Mr,  Gardner's  faotoiy. 
That  gentleman,  with  a  most  prusowortfay 
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beneficence,  believed  it  was  possible  to 
combine  the  interests  of  the  master  and  the 
workmen ;  he  tried  the  experiment  of  work- 
ing his  machinery  for  eleven  hours,  and 
much  reliance  has  been  placed  upon  that  ex* 
periment.  Yet  the  workmen  of  that  mann- 
factory  have  this  day  presented  a  petition, 
not  in  favour  of  eleven  hours,  whioh  would  be 
a  natural  compromise,  but  tbey  go  a  step 
further,  and  present  a  petition  in  favour  of 
the  Hfflitalion  to  ten  hours.  With  regard 
to  the  observations  which  fell  from  the  hon. 
Uember  who  moved  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  and  whose  conduct  on  this  matter 
is  beyond  all  suspicion,  because  his  motives 
are  pure,  generous,  and  disinterested,  what 
he  says  on  the  subject  is  entitled  to  the 
utmost  respect.  He  referred  to  the  Bill 
restricting  the  hours  of  labour  brought  in 
in  1819  by  the  late  Sir  R.  Peel.  All  that 
Sir  R.  Peel  proposed  by  that  Bill  was,  not 
that  ten  hours  should  be  the  limitation,  but 
twelve,  which  is  now  the  law.  The  limita- 
tion proposed  by  Sir  R.  Peel  only  applied 
to  children  from  8  or  9  years  of  age  till 
the  ^eof  16.  I  know  not  that  I  can  agree 
altogether  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Mon- 
trose, in  regretting  the  steps  the  Legisla- 
ture has  already  taken  on  this  subjeet ;  I 
should  be  prnuuvd  to  vindicate  the  steps 
which  up  to  this  time  have  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Legislature.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  admits  that,  with  respect  to  chil- 
dren, everything  has  been  done  that  the 
most  tender  care  and  paternal  solicitude 
could  require.  No  child  under  8  yean  of  age 
ia  permitted  to  work  in  any  factory  of  we 
four  great  staplea  of  tlie  country — cotton, 
wool,  silk,  and  flax.  The  Act  of  1819 
limited  the  hours  of  work  for  young  persons 
to  twelve,  hut  imposed  no  restrictionbeyotid 
the  age  of  16.  But  what  has  been  done 
in  later  times?  what  bos  been  done  in  the 
lost  ten  years?  No  children  under  8  years 
of  age  are  admitted  to  manufactories  at 
all :  we  have  gone  further,  no  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  8  and  13  are  allowed  to 
work  more  than  six  hours  and  a  half  in 
any  one  day;  careful  provision  is  made 
during  five  out  of  six  of  the  working  days 
that  the  education  of  these  children  sbitU 
he  conducted  in  a  manner  regulated  by  law 
— the  quality  of  the  education  so  ^ven 
having  been  improved — for  the  space  of 
three  hours.  Therefore  aa  respects  children 
the  law  is  in  a  most  favourable  state.  I  ad- 
mit the  question  has  not  been  settled  as  a 
matter  (^  principle,  but  by  an  agreement 
among  parties.  We  have  stud  that  no  young 
person  between  13  and  18  dull  wwk  move 
tiuui  twelve  hours  in  wdt  fow-and-twenty. 
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But  w«  havo  gone  a  step  further ;  in  oon- 
scquonce  of  the  Bocial  dutica  impoBed  upon 
the  Female  sex,  wo  have  said  that  no  adult 
female  shall  be  employed  during  the  night. 
The  measure  wo  arc  about  to  decide  upon 
aayn  it  is  expedient  to  alter  the  said  Acta 
for  the  purpose  of  further  reBtricting  the 
hours  of  labour  for  joung  porBOns  and 
voiuen.  Let  us  hear  the  grounds  on  vrbicb  it 
is  proposed.  There  is  no  dispute  aa  to  the 
ptacdoal  effect  of  the  most  iniportttnt  Act  to 
which  I  have  alluded;  though  in  terms  it 
does  not  impose  any  rcHtrict  ions  upon  mate 
adult  labour  or  upon  working  machinery,  yet 
virtually  this  onactnient  as  to  the  hours  of 
labour  for  young  persons  and  women  places 
as  complete  and  aa  atringcat  a  limitation 
upon  the  employment  of  adult  labour  and 
of  machinery  as  if  those  had  been  restricted 
in  express  terms.  I  don't  think,  thi 
ftny  dispute,  or  any  room  for  dispute,  on 
that  point.  Having  cleared  the  ground 
far,  let  me  entreat  the  House  to  consider 
for  a  moment  the  immense  magnitude  of 
the  subject  we  are  diacuasing.  First  of  all, 
what  is  its  bearing  on  our  trade?  What 
proportion  do  the  exports  from 
branches  of  our  manufactures  which  may  bo 
affected  by  this  measure  bear  to  the  whole 
exports  of  the  country  ?  I  say,  fearlosaly, 
that  the  aggregate  exports  of  those  four 
branches  of  our  manufactures  constitute 
throc-fourtbs  of  our  whole  exports 
they  amount  Jn  value  annually  to  between 
30,000,  OOOt.  and  40,000,0001.  Then, 
eonsidcr  the  wages  paid  to  those  who  are 
employed  in  those  manufactures.  X  a 
infonned  that  not  less  than  225,0001.  a 
paid  weekly  in  wages  to  tho  operatives 
employed:  and  the  population  dependent 
upon  those  branches  of  manufacture  is  not 
less  than  half  a  milliou.  If  we  adopt  tho 
measure  now  proposed,  and  if  it  bo  erro- 
neous, it  is  no  trifling  error  we  are  about  to 
commit.  IttouchcsourBtaplomanufocturcs; 
it  hsmpere  our  foreign  trade  ;  it  affects  the 
industry  of  half  a.  million  of  our  population; 
it  bears  upon  wages  amounting  to  nearly 
quarter  of  a  million,  paid  week  by  week.  ] 
is  impossible  to  say  whether  we  can  consi- 
der any  question  of  more  vital  importance 
in  respect  of  the  manufactures  which  ore 
touched  bythemCBBures  now  proposed,  or  in 
respect  of  the  classes  who  are  intorcated  in 
those  manufactures.  This  Is  my  first  ob- 
jection to  tho  further  progress  of  the  Bill :  1 
objectalso  to  the  time  at  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  dbcusa  it.  In  the  present  Parlia- 
ment the  subject  has  undergone  most  ample 
consideration.  Anhon.  Qenllemanobaorred 
ti»l  die  irorking  cIubcb  mn  greAAj  diu^^ 
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painted  by  tbe  oonrae  which  hwl  been  pni^ 
BuedbythisHouseinreference  to  thepn^ft' 
sition  for  the  reduction  of  die  faoun  of  laboor 
to  ten  hours.  I  absolutely  deny  that  tliia 
cr  decidedly  pronounced  for  a  t« 
hours'  measure.  The  propoaftl  in  favour 
of  twelve  hours  was  rejected  bj  the  Home. 
The  Uotionof  Lord  Ashley  to  substitute  ten 
for  twelve  hours  was  alao  ne^tived.  Frora 
the  difficulty  consequeol  on  these  two  ad> 
verse  votes,  I  then  introduced  a  fraah  Bill ; 
and  tlie  mcoauro  we  aro  now  dincussing 
embodies  tho  identical  clauae  wbioh  Lord 
Ashley  moved  on  the  occaaion  to  which  1 
have  now  referred.  It  is,  totidom  verbU, 
the  same  clause  which  was  then  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  295  to  198.  I  wish  the 
House,  then,  to  consider  the  state  of 
matters  incident  on  tho  legialatire  settle 
ment  of  the  question  which  was  ultimately 
adopted.  All  the  airangements  <rf  trade 
have  been  framed  upon  that  decision,  aa 
Sling  tho  period  of  labour;  and  I  object 
therefore,  so  recently  after  a  settlement  of 
that  description,  to  reverse  a  decision  whit^ 
1  think  was,  upon  the  whole,  a  just  and  a 
wise  one.  1  must  refer  to  other  circnm- 
atancoB  which  seem  to  render  the  present 
moment  inopportune  for  interfering  with 
the  existing  arrangements,  affecting,  aa 
they  do,  interests  of  such  magnitude.  In 
the  course  of  this  Session  we  havo  come 
to  some  most  important  docisions  with 
reference  to  the  manufacturing  commu- 
nity. A  portion  of  those  decisions  is  not 
yet  operative  as  law,  but  there  IS  another 
portion  which  is  now  actually  in  operation. 
That  which  is  not  operative  exempta  the 
oonsumcr  of  com  .in  tlua  countiy  from 
the  burden  imposed  upon  him  in  uie  ea- 
hanccmont  of  price,  which  is  the  con- 
sequence of  restrictions  imposed  upon 
ihe  importation  of  com  from  other  coun- 
tries, fiut  there  i>  a  portion,  as  I  re- 
marked, which  is  already  operative,  namely, 
that  whiuh  exposes  our  manufactures  to 
free  competition  with  the  mannfacturea 
of  foreign  countries.  Reductions  of  IS 
and  of  10  per  cent  have  been  proposed  on 
the  duties  which  have  hitiierto  been  levied 
for  the  protection  of  our  staple  manufae. 
turoB.  Those  reduoUons  have  been  carried 
into  effect.  The  removal  of  protection 
from  our  manufactures  is  in  full  operatim. 
But  the  benefit  to  be  received  by  the  con- 
sumer from  the  repeal  of  the  Com  Law* 
as  yet  is  suspended  i  and  it  ia  eome- 
what  hard  upon  the  manufacturing  popular 
tion  to  be  exposed  to  foreign  oompetition, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  are  axoladed 
\iEiaa'QaA\Nwfij.'«\sdbL,«ae«mnMn,  tfa^ 
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would  dsrirfi  {ram  the  &m  inportatioa  of 
Satmga  oom.  What  is  the  meaanre  now 
Itefore  the  Home,  but  en  attempt  to  trench 
apoQ  the  capital  of  the  labonrer  ?  It  hu 
been  said,  "  Don't  treat  Uiis  u  a  qaea- 
tiaiiofpound«,Bhillingi,aiid pence."  What 
are  wages  ?  Poooda,  BhiUings,  and  pence. 
Yon  oannot  deal  wiib  the  question  of  capi- 
tal or  of  labour,  except  upon  the  acknow- 
ledged principles  of  legislation  in  regard  to 
social  polity.  Bnt,  as  to  die  effect  of  this 
measure,  can  it  be  otherwise  than  a  matter 
of  vital  impcHtance  when  yon  abridge  the 
faonrs  your  maohinery  is  to  ran  by  no  less 
than  one-aixth  part  ?  To  that  extent  will 
this  measure  afiect  labour,  and,  as  I  think, 
infidlibly  operate  Mpoa  wages.  The  inten- 
sity of  foreign  competition  absolutely  pro- 
hibits a  rise  of  prices  ;  and  the  effects  of 
sudt  a  measure  must,  therefore,  be  met  by 
a  reduction  of  profits.  What  are  the  ef- 
fects of  a  rednc^on  of  profits  ?  One  of 
these  is  its  tendency  to  produce  a  reduc- 
tion of  wages.  I  hisTe  beard  something 
■ud,  as  if  a  reduction  from  12  to  11  hours 
wonld  make  very  little  difference  in  the 
quantity  produced.  Reference  has  been 
made  to  an  experiment,  of  which  I  find  an 
acoonnt  in  the  Manehetter  Gaardum  of 
April  4.  The  experiment  was  tried  at  one 
otlhe  mills  of  Hurooksea, Uiller,  and  Co., 
of  Prestos,  and  the  statement  to  which  I 
nfer  givei  the  following  reaolta :— - 
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hours  was  307,^25;  the  jwoportionaj  qus 
tity  for  64  hours  being  285,340.  The 
workmen,  notwithstanding  erery  exertion 
on  their  part  to  go  beyond  the  averse 
quantity  laiA  obtain  a  result  farourable  to 
ti)e  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labour, 
brought  the  quantity  worked  in  64  houra 
up  only  to  287,016;  the  experiment  show- 
ing a  diminution  of  produce,  by  working 
II  hours  per  day  instead  of  12,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  61  per  cent  on  band-mulee,  of 
7|  per  cent  on  self-acting  tnules  and  cu 
throsties.  It  seems  clear,  therefore,  tliat 
the  result  of  the  experiment  is  unhvourable 
to  the  proposition  which  is  now  before  the 
House.  Assuming  tbat  the  effeot  of  this 
measure  falls  upon  capital,  if  you  reduce 
the  hours  of  labour  from  12  to  10, 1  cannot 
put  the  loss  to  the  manufacturer  by  any 
calculation  at  less  than  a  tax  of  16  pw 
cent  upon  that  capital.  But,  as  I  have  al- 
ready said,  tiie  capitalists  will  shift  a  large 
portion  of  ^eir  loss  from  a  reduction  of 
profits  to  a  reduction  of  wa^ies.  Take  the 
supposition  that  a  reduction  of  profits  is 
avoided  by  a  reduction  of  wages.  The 
sole  capital  of  the  working  man  is  his  !»• 
hour.  His  hard  lot  is  to  earn  his  bread 
by  the  sweat  of  his  brow  i  in  pain  and 
sorrow  he  eats  it  all  the  days  of  bis  life. 
Take  care,  then,  lest  from  motives  of  mis- 
taken humanity  you  aggravate  bis  lot.  I 
know  nothing  more  prwseworthy,  nothing  . 
more  worthy  of  the  admiration  of  the 
working  classes,  than  the  patient  endur- 
anoe  with  which  the  oper^vea  in  the 
manu^tnring  distriets  strive  to  improve 
their  condition.  You  most  take  care  lest 
you  offer  any  impediment  to  their  pro* 
gross.  You  must  Veep  in  view  the  eSaeta 
which  your  interference  may  have  on  ihdr 
moral  condition.  If  you  add  to  their 
poverty,  it  will  degrade  their  situation  in 
life.  I  am  e«tain  it  will  not  promote  their 
mwality.  Any  measure  which  interferea 
with  thwr  labour  is  fatal  to  their  independ- 
enoe,  and  every  measure  fatal  to  thmr  in- 
dependenoe  is  injurious  to  their  morals.  I 
yesterday  received,  I  may  say  had  the 
honour  of  receiving,  a  deputation  from  the 
woHting  classes.  I  never  heard  argomenta 
in  favour  of  a  measure  which  had  a  bearing 
on  the  personal  Interosta  of  any  parties 
stated  with  greater  clearneasandmoderatien. 
If  this  were  a  matl«r  of  feding,  my  judg- 
ment would  be  biasaed  in  their  fiiYour;  but 
I  stated  to  them  what  I  state  now  to  you, 
that  it  is  no  pedaotio  adberenoa  to  the 
piinopUa  of  pwtiool  MOBOBiy  that  inda«M 
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me  to  oppoae  the  meaBuro  now  before  the 
HouBc;  but  I  oppose  it  because  I  do  be- 
lieve it  is  for  tbo  good  of  the  working 
ctaBses,  rightlj  understood,  that  we  should 
not  carry  this  abridgment  of  the  hours  oi 
labour  further  than  it  has  slrcod;  gone. 
I  oin  persuaded  that  a  measure  impos- 
ing a  tax  approachiDg  to  16  per  cent  upon 
the  little  capital  of  the  working  man, 
would  bo  one  of  the  most  grinding  and  op- 
pressive measures  that  the  Legislature,  bj 
design  or  bj  inadrcrtenec,  ever  passed.  I 
am  persuaded  that  in  the  loug  run  the 
working  classes  themselTes  would  be  the 
great  losers.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mi 
trose  most  opportunely  brought  a  fact  be- 
fore U8  to-daj,  which  shows  the  inexpe- 
diency of  interference.  We  did  not  con- 
template bringing  the  ropemakers  under 
the  operation  of  the  existing  Act.  But  by 
the  legal  construction  of  the  Statute,  thej 
are  found  to  come  within  its  range.  What 
is  the  conseqncnce  ?  Why,  that  both  mas- 
ters and  men  concur  in  telling  you  that  you 
have  inadvertently  committed  a  great  error 
and  a  great  injury  in  limiting  the  hours  of 
their  labour.  I  believe  there  are  other 
cases  which  have  not  as  yet  been  brought 
under  your  notice.  Were  I  to  dwell 
the  subject,  1  should  only  restate  what 
has  been  abeady  laid  before  the  House. 
While  we  abrogate  the  protecting  duties 
by  which  our  great  manufacturing  interests 
were  favoured,  let  us  not  trammel  their 
exertions  by  further  interference  such  as  is 
now  proposed  ;  we  expose  tbem  to  com- 
petition with  foreign  manufactures,  car- 
ried on  without  limitation,  without  inter- 
ference, with  none  of  those  surgeons'  risits 
which  have  been  the  subject  of  complaint, 
with  none  of  those  regulations  which  are  so 
Teiations,  yot  so  indispensable  if  the  law 
Is  to  be  enforced  at  all.  But  alt  I  ask  is, 
that  you  will  not  hastily  and  prematurely 
depart  from  the  decision  which  you  ao 
lately  pronounced  on  this  subject,  and 
which,  indeed,  is  itself  a  nolatioa  of  sound 
principle,  ki  favour  of  the  measure  now 
proposed,  which  goes  beyond  the  existing 
law,  and  is  not  defensible  upon  any  general 
principles  whatever,  and  which  is  not 
proved  necessary  by  experience.  I  believe 
that  in  France  the  hours  of  labour  ore  from 
72  to  84:  in  the  week;  in  Russia,  from  70  to 
90 ;  in  Austria,  from  72  to  80,  and  so  also 
in  other  countries,  while  by  law  in  this 
country  they  aro  limited  to  69.  You  are, 
by  the  willing  acquiescence  of  your  trading 
community,  labouring  under  tlus  TeBtiictutt, 
about  to  expose  tbem  to  free  com^tXtinu 


with  countries  which  are  not  subjected  prac- 
tically to  any  limitadon  of  the  hours  of  la- 
bour, or  oftheworkingof  machinery.  They 
said,  "  Repeal,  if  you  will,  all  protecting  da- 
ties."  The  protection  duties  are  gone.  Yod 
haveconsontedtomorethanthat.  Youhave 
actually  allowed  the  export  of  all  your  nw- 
chinery.  You  have  allowed  the  export  cS 
your  coal.  You  have  given  every  facility 
to  foreign  manufactures.  And  under  thew 
circumstances  British  manufactures  must 
enter  the  arena;  all  you  are  asked  to  do  is 
to  give  them  fair  plaj.  I  have  reviewed 
my  opinions  upon  a  most  important  branch 
of  commercial  law.  1  have  satisfied  myself 
that  the  Corn  Law  is  injurious  as  it  standi, 
and  further,  that  it  is  unjust  to  the  great 
body  of  consumers.  I  have  exposed  my- 
self to  all  charges  of  inconsistency.  I 
have  sacrificed  all  personal  prejudices,  pre- 
conceived opinions,  and  presumed  interests. 
I  take  no  crecUt  for  doing  so.  1  have  come 
to  the  conclnaion  that  the  law  as  to  the 
importation  of  com  ought  to  be  altered. 
In  this  matter  my  judgment  is  not  warped 
by  personal  interests.  If  I  could  have  satis- 
fied myself  that  I  had  come  to  an  erroneous 
conclusion  on  a  former  occasion  when  this 
subject  was  submitted  to  the  House,  I 
should  oerttunly  have  adopted  the  some 
course,  and  would  not  have  hesitated  to 
avow  a  change  of  opinion,  and  give  my 
support  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham 
(Mr.  Fielden).  Having  shortly  stated  my 
reasons  for  opposing  the  measure  he  has 
proposed,  and  baring  conferred  with  my 
Colleagues  on  the  subject,  1  believe  I  may 
state  on  their  part  that  their  decision  con- 
curs with  mine,  that,  upon  the  whole,  no 
ground  has  been  laid  for  further  interfer- 
ence. There  ought  to  be  no  hesitation  on 
the  part  of  the  Executive  Government  in 
a  question  of  this  kind ;  and  I  announce 
our  firm  determination  to  resist  the  briber 
progress  of  this  Bill. 

Mb.  M.  philips  rose  to  address  the 
House  with  great  satisfaction,  after  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet — a  speech 
which  was  as  convincing  as  it  was  sound 
and  judicious.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  he  had  no  interest  in  opposing 
"*  Hours'  Bill ;  to  him  it  was  a  matter 
of  most  perfect  indifference  whatever  num- 
ber of  hours  was  legislated  for  ;  but  he 
bound  to  look  at  the  condition  of  the 
great  masses  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  to  legislate  upon  such  a  subject  with 
the  utmost  caution.  There  had  been  one 
\f«jc\,  u^-ai^eid.  va  tha  eoorae  of  this  debate 
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■nrpriaod  to  find  it  attempted  to  be  dis- 
puted by  BDj  hon.  Member.  They  had 
been  formei4y  met  with  a  declaration, 
that,  if  a  Tea  Hours'  Bill  vere  passed, 
there  would  be  an  equal  quantity  of  work 
done  as  in  twelve  hours.  He  thought 
that  fallacy  had  been  fully  exposed  by 
the  expenment  which  had  been  made, 
with  a  most  praiseworthy  object,  by  seTerol 
mannfacturcrs,  the  result  of  which  had  been 
eorrectly  stated  by  the  right  hou.  Baronet. 
It  was  a  faDacy  to  suppose  that  with  a  Ten 
Hours'  Bill  Ihe  workmen  conld  produce  an 
•quiralent  for  ihat  which  they  now  received 
twelve  hours'  wages,  when  he  considered 
the  machinery  at  the  present  moment. 
Then  it  came  to  this  question,  whether, 
supposing  the  workm«i  did  the  same  quan- 
tity of  work  as  they  now  did  in  ten  hours, 
they  were  content  with  ton  hours'  pay? 
He  believed  if  the  question  were  decided 
by  the  ballot,  the  workmen  would  decide 
tiie  other  way.  To  expect  that  an  indivi- 
dual ooutd  earn  the  same  amount  of  wages 
for  ten  hours'  labour  that  he  now  did  for 
twelve,  was  an  absurdity.  It  had  been  said 
Uiat  the  working  people  were  ready  to  nm 
tJte  risk.  Assuming  that  Uiey  were  so, 
was  it  the  part  of  the  Legislature  to  suffer 
them  to  run  such  a  risk  t  Ho  would  ask, 
if  the  working  classes  did  expect  any  ad- 
vantages from  a  Ten  Hours'  BiU,  how  it 
was,  on  former  occasions,  when  work  was 
good  and  wages  were  high,  there  never 
was  any  comoination  to  compel  the  Mem- 
bers to  try  the  experiment  ?  The  masters 
would  have  been  ready  to  make  the  experi- 
ment. He  must  deprecate  interfering  with 
adult  labour.     The  House  was  not  now  le- 

K'  latJng  for  women  or  children,  but  for 
tds  of  fftmilies.  However  he  might  run 
counter  to  the  opinions  of  his  coostituents 
upon  this  subject,  who  might,  if  they 
thought  it  just  and  proper  to  do  so,  with- 
draw their  oonfidence  from  him,  be  could 
not  refrain  from  expressing  his  opinion 
that,  by  passing  this  Bill,  the  Legislature 
would  inflict  upon  the  trade  of  this  country, 
though  with  the  best  intentions,  one  of  the 
severest  blows  which  it  had  ever  suffered ; 
and  would  cause  the  greatest  injury  to  the 
working  classes  themselves.  He  looked  at 
this  question  in  a  general  point  of  view — 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  and  he  took  his 
stand  upon  the  sound  argumente  of  the 
right  hoD.  Baronet.  After  the  address  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  jost  delivered,  he 
had  thought  himself  bound  to  offer  himself 
to  the  House,  and  to  express  his  cordial 


ronet  had  taken,  and  he  should  feel  it  to  be 
his  duty  te  record  his  vote  in  opposition  to 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Wednesday,  May 
13th. 

House  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thvnday,  April  30,  1846. 
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CUARITABLE  TRUSTS'  BILL. 

The  Ddkb  of  CAMBRIDGE  presented 
a  petition  against  the  Bill  from  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Foundling  Hospital. 

The  Dues  of  WELLINGTON  presented 
a  similar  petition  from  the  Trustees  of  Uie 
Lying-in-Hoapitol  in  Brownlow  Street. 

Lobs  CAMPBELL  :  My  Lords.  I  have 
a  similar  petition  to  present  &om  the  Wor- 
shipful Company  of  (/ordwainers;  and  also 
four  petitions,  with  a  like  prayer,  from  dif- 
ferent Trustees  of  Charities  in  Coventry, 
administered  both  by  members  of  the 
Church  and  Dissenters.  I  do  trust,  my 
Lords,  that  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  Bronghom),  whose  opinion  has  so 
much  weight  with  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
will  exert  hie  powerful  influence  to  induce 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack to  reUeve  the  country  from  the  anxiety 
which  this  Bill  occasions.  There  have  been 
a  vast  number,  I  may  say  an  absolute 
showever,  of  petitions  presented  to  your 
Lordships  against  this  Bill;  but  although 
my  nohle  and  learned  Friends  have  exerted 
aU  their  great  influence  with  the  country 
to  induce  petitions  in  its  favour,  I  can  only 
hear  of  one  which  either  has  been,  or  is 
likely  to  be,  presented;  and  that  one  is 
signed  by  a  solitary  individual.  I  do  not 
believe  that  that  solitary  petition  will  wdgh 
for  one  moment  with  your  Lordships  against 
the  general  expression  of  public  opmion, 
and  ^erefore  I  trust  the  BUl  will  be  with- 
drawn, and  the  country  thereby  be  relieved 
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Tho  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lorch,  I  do  >iot  believe  that  the  with- 
drawal of  this  Bill  would  bo  a  rcUof  to  tho 
public  mind  in  any  way  whatever,  though 
it  might,  induc^l,  bo  a  relit'f  to  the  minds  of 
Bonio  of  thcAC  pctitioiiern,  who,  as  I  shall 
Boon  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  jou, 
have  been  proceeded  against,  in  conse- 
quence of  tho  reports  of  tho  Commissioners 
of  Charities  for  tho  recoveries  of  moneys 
wbiuh  bavo  been  ontrustcd  to  them  for 
charitnlilo  purposes,  but  which  they  have 
applied  to  their  own  private  and  particular 

LoitD  COTTENHAM  then  preionted 
petitions  from  tho  Trustees  of  a  Charity  in 
Coventry,  and  from  tho  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  GoBpcl  in  Foreign 
Parts,  both   deprecating    the   passing   of 

Lord  brougham  :  My  Lords,  I  also 
have  a  petition  to  present  on  the  subject  of 
this  Bill.  It  is  frora  a  private  but  a  very 
respectable  individual,  who  prays  your 
Lordships  that  the  Bill  may  pass  into  a 
law.  Ue  says,  mj  Lords,  that  it  is  not 
only  his  opinion,  but  the  opinion  of  many 
others,  that  the  funds  consecrated  by  the 
pious  munificeneo  of  individuals  to  chari- 
table purposes,  are  too  often  perverted  to 
purpoHca  of  jobbing  and  of  corruption,  to 
gnizjing  and  to  gluttony,  which  my  noble 
and  learned  Friends  near  me  (Lords  Camp- 
bell and  Cottcnham)  appear  to  patrootEe— 
not  in  their  own  persocia,  of  course.  Oh 
no!  not  in  their  own  persons,  but  in  endea- 
vouring, as  they  are  endeavouring,  to  ex- 
cuse these  persons,  and  to  exempt  them 
from  the  operation  of  an  efficiont  remedy 
and  consequent  punishment  for  their  abuse 
of  the  property  committeil  to  them.  [A  cry 
of  "  Name,"]  Oh  !  I  do  not  wish  to  con- 
ceal the  name;  the  petition  proceeds  from 
Mr.  Henry  Walker,  a  chemist,  1  believe, 
in  St.  John  Street,  Clerkenwoll;  and  when 
mj  noble  Friend  talks  of  this  being  the 
only  petition  in  favour  of  tho  Bill,  anil  of  its 
proceeding  frora  a  private  individual,  I  bog 
to  remind  him  that  the  quoation  is  not  as 
to  the  number  of  persons  who  niay  sign  a 
petition,  but  whether  they  are  right  or 
wrong.  Now,  Mr.  Walker  liappcns  to  pe- 
tition for  what  is  right,  whUst  those  who 
confide  their  petitions  to  my  noble  Friends 
petition  for  what  is  wrong;  and  therefore, 
of  the  two,  I  think  Mr.  Walker's  petition, 
though  it  is  only  tho  petition  of  an  indivi- 
dual, is  entitled  to  the  greater  weight. 
But  I  will  nay  nothing  furtlier  on  the  sub- 
ject at  prcecnt,  excepting  only  this,  that  I 
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trust  the  measure  will  be  brought  tanmi 
as  soon  as  possible,  that  ire  may  be  able  to 
giro  it  due  consideration,  and  pau  it  into 
a  law  during  the  present  SeHion. 

RELIGIOUS  OPINIONS  RELIEF  BILL. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR.,  in  mov- 
ing the  Second  Reading  of  the  Religions 
Opinions  Relief  Bill,  said,  ha  wished  briefly 
to  state  to  their  Lordships  the  cireuni- 
stances  under  which  the  measure  origin- 
ated. A  noble  Lord  (Lord  Beaumont), 
in  the  Session  of  1844,  introduced  a  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  repealing  seTeral  Act* 
of  Parliament  imposing  penalties  and  other 
disabilities  upon  Her  UajeBty's  Roman 
Catholic  Hubiects.  The  Acta  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  clauies  of  Aets  of  Pariia- 
ment,  which  it  was  proposed  hj  that  noUe 
Lord  to  repeal  were  so  numerous,  and  the 
subject  itself  was  so  eomplicated,  that  he 
(the  Lord  Chancellor),  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  proposed  to  the 
noble  Lord  to  transfer  the  Bill  into  hii 
hands,  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  undertak- 
ing to  make  inquiry  into  the  subject,  and 
to  bring  forward  euch  a  meaaure  as  he 
thought  might  properly  and  safely  be  passed 
into  law.  Tho  noble  Lord  acceded  to  his 
request ;  and  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  ac- 
cordingly referred  the  Bill  to  the  Crimi- 
nal Law  Commissionors,  requesting  them, 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Goveniment, 
to  report  upon  the  subject.  When  tho 
Commisuoners  had  made  their  Report,  the 
Session  being  oonuderably  advanced,  he 
(the  Lord  Chancellor)  was  pressed  by  tho 
noble  Lord  to  bring  in  a  Bill  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  as  ho  found  it  impossible  at  that 
tJme  thoroughly  to  investigate  the  whole 
subject,  ho  selected  those  Aots  or  parts  of 
Acts  which  were  most  obtectionable,  and 
to  the  repeal  of  which  he  thought  no  sound 
objection  could  he  made.  Accordingly,  he 
introduced  a  Bill  which  met  with  very  slight 
opposition  in  that  House,  and  which  was 

Jasscd  unanimously  by  the  other  House  of 
srliament.  That,  however,  waa  consi- 
dered by  himself,  and  he  bad  so  stated  h 
at  the  time,  to  be  an  imperfect  measore. 
He  then  pledged  himself  to  their  Loid- 
shipH  that  he  would  refer  the  wh<de  ques- 
tion, not  only  as  it  related  to  Her  Majes- 
ty's Roman  Catholic  snbjeots,  but  to  other 
persons  dissenting  from  the  doctrines  of 
tho  Church  of  England,  to  the  Criminal 
Law  Commissioners,  and  that'  he  would 
bring  in  &  Bill  founded  upon  their  Report- 
In  pursuance  of  that  pled^  be  referred  the 
whole  subject  to  the  Onminal  Law  Ca»- 
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misBionerB,  itt  the  head  of  whom  waa  the 
lato  Chief  Justice  of  ladia,  Sir  Edward 
Ryan.  They  invcstigat«d  the  subjoct,  aod 
produced  a  very  learned,  elaborate,  and 
able  Report,  which  hod  been  laid  upon  their 
Lordships'  Table,  oiid  which  ho  had  no 
doubt  many  of  their  Lordahipa  had  atteu- 
tirely  considered.  He  requested  the  Cri- 
minal tLaw  Commiasioners  also  to  frame 
uid  prepare  a  Bill  founded  upon  their  Re- 
port ;  they  compUed  with  his  request, 
and  produced  a  Bill,  a  copy  of  which 
was  alao  laid  upon  their  Lordships' 
Table.  The  second  Bill  formed  a  port 
of  the  Bill  to  which  he  now  referred. 
He  had  thought  it  prudent  to  divide  the 
Bill  into  two,  for  reasons  which  ho  would 
shortly  state.  One  part  of  it  related  to 
oaths  to  be  lalieD  by  persons  dissenting 
from  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  other  part  to  those  disabih- 
ties  under  which  such  persons  rested;  and 
it  was  that  which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
present  Bill.  He  considered  there  might 
M  more  difficulty  and  more  doubt  with 
regard  to  the  former  part  of  that  BiU, 
BO  framed  by  tho  Commissioners,  than 
with  regard  to  the  latter  part ;  and  as 
he  was  very  desirous  that  the  present 
Bill  relating  to  disabilities  should  pass 
into  a  law,  he  thought  it  much  better  to 
bring  it  forward  by  itself.  It  was  with  this 
view  that  he  hod  reduced  the  Bill  into  its 
present  shape  and  compass.  This  then 
waa  its  history.  It  related,  he  believed,  to 
more  than  thirty  Acts  of  Parliament,  and 
parts  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  imposing  pe- 
nalties upon  different  classes  of  ner  Majes- 
ty's subjects,  Ab  for  as  related  to  a  great 
proportjou  of  the  Acts  of  PorUament  re- 
ferred to  in  this  Bill,  there  could  be  no 
Bound  objection  to  their  repeal.  He  laid 
down  that  as  a  position  which  in  the  result 
would  not  be  controverted.  It  was  possi- 
ble, however,  there  might  be  some  donbts 
and  difficulties  with  regard  to  repealing 
some  of  those  measures.  It  might  be  con- 
sidered proper  that  some  of  them  should 
not  be  repealed.  What  was  the  course 
which  their  Lordships,  under  such  circum- 
stances, would  think  ought  to  be  pursued) 
Their  LordBhips  would,  of  course,  allow 
tho  Bill  to  be  read  the  second  time,  and 
when  it  went  into  Committee  the  particular 
measures  wouid  properly  come  under  con- 
sideration. He  was  anxious  to  state  this, 
in  order  that  their  Lordships  might  be  in 
full  possession  of  the  case.  If  they  con- 
curred with  liim  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
«t  this  stage;  and  with  the  utmost  candour 
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and  with  the  utmost  desire  to  give  satisfac- 
tion, he  would  consider  any  objection  that 
might  he  made  in  Committee  to  particular 
partB  of  the  Bill.  It  would  be  his  duty 
now,  which  he  should  perform  as  plainly 
as  possible,  to  run  through  the  Acts  of 
Parliament,  or  parts  of  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  it  was  proposed  to  repeal. 
Their  Lordships  would  find,  upon  look- 
ing at  the  BiU,  that  those  difTereut  Acts 
of  Parliament  were  arranged  in  the  order 
of  their  dates.  He  should  consider  them 
in  the  same  way  as  far  as  was  possible, 
consistent  with  the  nature  of  the  subjects 
to  which  they  applied.  The  first  Act  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill  related  to  persons  of  the 
Jewish  persuasion.  On  this  subject  there 
were  two  Acts — one  the  53rd  Henry  III., 
and  the  other  tho  18th  Edward  I.  As  to 
the  first  of  these  Acts  doubts  had  been  en- 
tertained whether  it  was  an  Act  or  an 
Ordinance — whether  it  was  a  mere  Ordi- 
nance by  the  King  in  Council,  or  whether 
it  was  an  Act  passed  under  the  authority 
of  the  Legislature.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  enter  into  that  discussion  ;  he  would 
only  state,  as  the  result  of  the  inquiries  he 
had  made,  that  he  was  satisfied  it  was  an 
Act  of  Porhament,  and  ho  founded  his 
opinions  on  this  consideration,  that  at  a 
very  early  period  after  it  had  been  passed, 
it  appeared  to  have  been  treated  as  an  Act 
of  Parliament  in  two  instances  in  our 
courts,  the  records  of  which  still  remained. 
By  the  provisions  of  this  Act  of  Parliament, 
persons  of  the  Jewish  persuasion  wore  pro- 
hibited from  holding  lands.  They  were 
allowed  to  occupy  houses  and  to  possess 
houses  for  their  own  habitations,  hut  tbey 
were  not  permitted  to  hold  lands.  He  did 
not  mean  toenter  into  the  controversy,  whe- 
ther that  was  or  was  not  law  at  the  present 
day.  About  the  middle  of  the  last  century 
that  question  was  the  subject  of  investiga- 
tion aJFter  the  repeal  of  the  Jews'  Bill;  and 
Lord  Temple,  in  their  Lordships'  House, 
requested  that  the  Judges  might  be  sum- 
moned for  tho  purpose  of  giving  their  opin- 
ion upon  the  subject.  Noble  Lords  of  that 
day,  however,  were  of  opinion  that  tho 
House  could  not  coll  upon  the  Judges  to 
give  their  opinion,  because  no  BUI  was  be- 
fore the  House,  and  no  proceedings  pend- 
ing to  justify  them  in  calling  for  it.  No 
opinion,  therefore,  was  ^ven  at  that  time; 
but  in  consequence  of  the  doubts  then  en- 
tertained, the  opinions  of  very  eminent 
lawyers  were  taken  upon  the  subject,  and 
they  generally  concurred  that  there  was  no 
prt^bitjon  ogaisat  persons  of  the  Jewish 
2S2 
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particular  statute  was  not  then  alluded  to 
in  fact,  it  was  not  known,  and  it  iras  no 
then  printed  in  the  Statutes:  it  was  onlj 
in  the  present  century  that  its  authenti- 
city hod  been  established  beyond  a  doubt. 
Doubta  consequently  had  been  preTiouely 
entertained,  but  there  could  be  no  question 
of  it  now ;  and  their  Lordships  would  agree 
with  him  that  it  was  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  ought  to  be  repealed.  The  next 
Act  of  Parliament  to  which  he  should  refer 
was  tUo  Act  of  Edward.  That  Act  was 
stiU  in  force.  It  was  one  that  was  degrad- 
ing to  persons  of  the  Jewish  persuasion ;  it 
subjected  them  to  many  indignities.  Among 
Others,  they  were  required  to  wear  badges 
denoting  their  religious  persuasion.  It  de- 
fined the  size  and  form  and  all  particulars 
of  those  badges,  which  badges  were  to  be 
worn  by  persons  both  of  the  male  and  fe< 
male  sex.  Could  their  Lordships  have  any 
doubt  whatever  that  this  Act  ought  to  be 
repealed,  that  it  ought  uo  longer  to  dis- 
grace the  Statute-book  ?  Could  any  per- 
son entertain  the  smallest  particle  of  a 
doubt  upon  such  a  question?  He  had  thus, 
as  far  as  related  to  these  two  Acts,  shown 
their  Lordships  that  they  ought  to  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  read  the  second  time.  The 
noit  Act  to  which  he  would  call  attention 
was  the  Statute  of  the  5th  and  6th  Ed- 
ward VI.  ;  but  he  could  not  properly  treat 
the  subject  of  that  Statute  without  also  re- 
ferring to  the  Statute  of  Elixabcth  and  the 
Statute  of  Charles  II.  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject. A  Form  of  Prayer  was  settled  in  the 
early  part  of  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  In 
the  5th  and  6th  years  of  that  Sovereign 
that  Form  of  Common  Prayer  was  amended 
and  altered  ;  and  an  Act  of  Parliament 
was  passed  establishing  that  amended  Form 
as  the  Form  of  Prayer  which  was  to  be 
used  in  all  churches  and  chapels  in  the 
kingdom;  and  certain  penalties  for  a  de- 
parture from  it,  to  which  he  should  advert, 
were  introduced  into  that  Act.  That  Form 
of  Prayer  was  afterwards  altered,  in  the 
Ist  year  of  Elizabeth.  The  penalties  were 
then  continued,  and  further  penalties  were 
added.  Everybody  knew  that  in  the  I3th 
and  Hth  years  of  Charles  II.  the  Form  of 
Prayer  was  again  altered — not  materially, 
but  in  some  circumstances  ;  and  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  which  required  the  new 
Form  of  Common  Prayer  to  bo  used  in  all 
churches  and  chapels,  revived  or  continued 
ail  the  previous  penalties  apipVicaWe  Xo  iVft 
tanner  Forma  of  CommoU  Prayer.    1o  n 


few  of  those  penalties  he  should  idiortly 
advert.  The  Act  prohibited  any  penos 
from  frequenting  any  place  of  worship 
where  any  Fonn  of  Prayer  was  used  dif- 
ferent from  the  Form  of  Common  Pray» 
mentioned  in  the  Statute  ;  and  the  penal- 
ties were,  for  the  first  offence,  six  months' 
imprisonment  ;  for  the  second  offence,  a 
year's  imprisonment ;  for  the  third  dfFenee, 
imprisonment  for  life,  he  believed,  or,  at  alt 
events,  for  a  much  longer  period  thui  for 
the  second  offence.  These  penalties  were 
stdl  in  existence.  In  the  Session  hefon 
lost  their  Lordships  relieved  the  R^mun 
Catholics  from  these  penalties,  wisely,  in 
his  opinion  ;  but  the  same  reason  wluck 
led  their  Lordships  to  repeal  them,  as  far 
as  related  to  Roman  Catholics,  wonid 
equally  apply  to  all  Dissenters.  How  was 
it  possible  they  could  still  contione  these 
penalties  ?  They  tolerated  religions  dissent 
— they  tolerated  the  Presbyterian  form  of 
worship,  for  instance,  in  this  country — 
they  allowed  that  form  of  worship  ;  and 
yet  they  said,  that  the  person  professing 
that  form  of  worship,  and  adhenng  to  the 
Fonn  of  Prayer  incident  to  it,  should,  Kir 
the  first  offence  suffer  a  penalty  of  nz 
months'  imprisonment ;  for  the  second  of- 
fence, one  year's  imprisonment ;  and  for 
the  third  offence,  imprisonment  for  life,  or 
for  some  long  period.  The  same  argument 
applied,  until  the  Session  before  last,  to 

Krsons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
_^ion,  when  it  was  repealed  as  far  as  the 
professors  of  that  religion  were  concerned. 
But,  what  a  system  of  legislation  woe  it-^ 
what  a  correct  system  of  law  was  it,  to 
continue  the  penalty  to  one  form  of  re- 
ligious worship,  while  it  was  repealed  as  to 
another }  It  was  also  applicable  to  per- 
sons of  the  Jewish  persuasion  ;  and  they, 
it  should  bo  recollected,  could  not  get  rid 
of  the  penalties  bv  taking  any  form  of 
oath  whatever,  as  it  might  be  said  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  could  do  ;  for  they  did 
not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  Toleration.  But  that  was  not  all.  Any 
member  of  the  Established  Church  who 
went  into  a  dissenting  meeting-house,  or 
that  was  present  at  any  ceremony  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  infringed  this 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  incurred  all  these 

Knalties  ;  therefore,  he  trusted  that  their 
irdshipB  would  be  of  opinion  that  this 
part  of  the  Statute  of  Edward  VI.  ought 
to  be  repealed.  The  second  part  of  that 
Act,  to  which  he  would  refer,  was  that 
,  w\i\cV  tfto^vwi  w^erj  "^twni  to  attend  tho 
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Bubjeet  to  ecclesiutical  censore  bj  the 
SUtute  of  Bdward,  and  bj  the  Statute  of 
Eliisbeth  to  a  pecuniaiy  penalty.  Thene 
were  the  fouBdatioiis  i^  the  Statntea  of 
RMUuncj — thoae  hanh  and  afaomJn&ble 
■Ututes  to  irhich  he  would  have  occuioD 
her«ftfter  to  refer.  This  part  of  the  Sta- 
tute did  not  applj  to  Roman  CathoUcs,  but 
it  did  i^lj  to  other  denominations  ;  and, 
without  repeating  his  former  argumentB, 
he  tnuted  their  Lordships  would  agree 
with  bini  tiiat  this  pari  of  the  SUtute 
ought  also  to  be  repealed.  Whether  they 
winild  repeal  it  u  far  ab  related  to  the 
members  of  their  own  Church  (tho  Church 
of  England)  waa  another  question.  A 
ij^t  rer.  Prelate,  for  whose  opinion  and 
ebancter  be  entertuned  the  highest  re- 
spect, was  diaposed  to  relax  this  Act  as 
nr  as  the  pecuniary  penalties  were  con- 
oerned;  but  he  thonght  that  the  cenBore  of 
the  Church  ought  to  be  continued  as  far  as 
persons  of  their  own  communion  were  con- 
cerned. But,  during  the  inreBtigationa  be- 
fore the  Commisaion  on  this  subject,  it  bad 
been  ascertained  that  no  proceeding!  bad 
taken  place  under  this  Act  for  IdO  years  ; 
and  if  such  were  the  cose,  and  if  the  Act 
for  that  period  had  been  allowed  to  remain 
a  dead  letter,  he  was  sure  their  Lordshipe 
wonld  agree  with  bim  that  the  Acts  of 
PaHiament  which  authorized  aucb  penal- 
ties ought  to  be  repealed.  That,  however, 
would  be  a  question  for  conuderation  in 
Committee.  He  next  came  to  another 
Act  of  Parliament,  respecting  which  be 
beliered  a  greatar  difference  of  opinion  was 
likely  to  result.  He  alluded  to  the  Sta- 
tute of  BliBabeth,  known  as  the  Act  of 
Sapremaej.  He  be^ed,  on  this  subject 
to  DO  clearly  and  diMinclly  understood  ; 
for  it  was  a  subject  of  reiy  great  impbr- 
tonca.  The  Act  of  Parliament  declared 
and  enacted  the  aupremacj  of  the  Queen 
iu  matlera  ecclesiaatioal  and  spiritual  in 
the  stningest,  the  most  ample,  and  the  moat 
effectual  terms,  and  in  that  declaration  he 
most  entirely  concurred  ;  but  it  afterwarda 
prorided  that  any  person  who  mtuntoined 
the  eoclesiastical  and  spiritual  authority  of 
the  See  of  Rome  should  be  subject  to  cer- 
tain penalties.  Now,  he  proposed  to  repeal 
that  latter  clause  ;  but,  in  the  first  place, 
he  would  call  their  Lordships'  attention  to 
the  penalties  decreed  under  it.  Any  per- 
■on  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  See 
of  Bome  in  matters  spiritual  and  ecclesias- 
tical, for  the  first  o^ence  forfnted  all  bis 
penonal  property,  fw  the  seopnd  offence 


he  was  declared  g^lty  of  premunire,  and 
for  the  third  offence  be  was  considered  as 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  high  treason,  and 
subject  to  the  punishments  awarded  for 
that  offence.  Now,  these  were  monetroits 
penaltieB.  The  two  latter,  as  far  as  re- 
lated to  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren  in 
this  country,  had  been  repealed ;  but  the 
former,  referring  to  the  forfeiture  of  all  per- 
sonal property,  was  still  unrepealed.  Nay, 
more,  aa  far  aa  related  to  Ireland — for  the 
Iriah  Bill  corresponded  with  the  English 
Bill — they  also  still  remained.  He  would 
propose  Uut  these  penalties  should  be 
repealed.  They  applied  only  to  Roman 
Catholics,  for  no  other  disBenting  body 
cared  about  the  subject.  Now  they  tole- 
rated the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  They 
knew  what  the  opinions  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics were,  and  they  knew  that  it  was  an 
essential  part  of  their  religious  creed  to 
maintain  the  eccleEiaBtical  and  spiritual 
supremacy  of  the  Pope.  This  was  one  of 
the  fuudiunental  principles  of  their  religion ; 
and  how  inconsistent  was  it  to  say  that 
these  persons,  who  were  allowed  to  per- 
form ine  duties  of  their  religion,  should, 
in  the  conscientious  discbarge  of  that  duty, 
incur  heavy  penalties !  Could  anybody  at- 
tempt to  maintain  the  justice  of  such  a 
system  aa  that  ?  They  had  already  recog- 
nixed  this  principle  in  striking  out  the 
words  "  ecdesiastical  and  spiritual"  in  the 
act  referring  to  Roman  Cathohcs;  and  were 
they  at  the  same  time  to  continue  the 
penalty?  Could  any  person  aay,  that  bj 
repealing  those  penalties  tbey  repealed  the 
supremacy !  For  the  supremacy  of  the 
Sovereign  in  matters  ecclesiaBtical  and 
sfuritu^  he  entertained  the  highest  pos- 
sible and  the  most  sincere  respect ;  but  he 
at  the  same  time  thought  it  to  be  the  moat 
extravagant  and  untenable  opinion  that 
could  by  possibiUty  be  maintained,  to  al- 
lege that  these  penalties  were  any  part  of 
that  supremacy.  He  would  state  a  casa 
in  point.  An  Act  of  Parhament  might 
grant  a  right  of  tithe  to  the  Church  of 
England.  They  might  impose  «  penalty 
for  questioning  that  right ;  and  yet,  though 
tbey  afterwards  repealed  the  penalty,  ^e 
right  would  remain.  In  the  same  manner 
they  had  repealed  the  penalties  imposed 
by  tiie  Act  of  the  5th  of  Elixabeth,  and 
yet  thev  did  not  destroy  the  right  main- 
tuned  by  that  Statute.  He  should  pro- 
test Bgainat  the  supremacy  of  the  Crown 
being  confined  to  this  view.  There  was  no 
man  who  ever  turned  his  attention  to  the 
■uhj«ct  who  pUc«d  it  on  so  narrow  a  foun* 
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dation.  It  was  a  part  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  countr}',  because  tho  supremacy  of 
the  Crown  in  ecctuiiasticDl  matters  was 
part  of  tlio  common  law  of  tbo  realm.  It 
had  been  declared  to  bo  so  over  and  over 
again,  and  tlio  na^est  profesBOrzi  of  tho  law 
wore  of  this  opinion.  It  had  been  set 
forth  in  ancient  Acts  of  Farllamont ;  and 
in  tho  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  this  ancient 
doctrine  had  been  confirmed.  Ho  would 
now  come  to  the  Statute  of  Elizabeth.  In 
order  to  show  the  nature  of  tho  Rupremecy 
of  the  Crown  in  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical 
matters,  he  mifrlit  refer  their  Lordships  to 
many  authorities  ;  but  abore  all,  hu  would 
wish  to  refer  thera  to  the  case  of  Cawdrey, 
ropoMcd  by  Lord  Coke,  where  tho  matter 
was  most  elaborately  and  ably  referred 
to,  considered,  and  decided.  There  was 
nothinn;  technical  in  it ;  and  if  any  noble 
Lord  or  right  rev.  Prelate  referred  to  that 
case  he  would  see  the  entire  subject  fully 
explained.  It  was  said,  that  as  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  ministers  of  tho  Established 
Church,  they  ought  not  to  entirely  repeal 
those  punaltien.  In  that  opinion  he  ac- 
quiesced, lie  did  not  mean  that  those 
precise  penalties  should  apply  to  every 
penion  in  holy  orders;  but  he  would  have 
no  objection  that  any  such  person  denying 
or  questioning  the  supremacy  of  the  Sove- 
reign in  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  matters 
should  be  subject  to  tho  censure  of  the 
Church,  or  even  bo  deprived  if  it 
thought  neeea.sary.  In  order  to  remo 
doubts  on  this  point,  ho  might  state  that 
he  would  have  no  objection  to  insert 
Committee  a  ])roviso  that  they  should, 
repealing  these  penalties,  in  no  way  affect 
Other  clauses  of  the  £ill,  or  in  any  way  im- 
pair or  affect  the  supremncy  of  tho  Sove- 
reign of  this  country  in  matters  ecclesias- 
tical and  religious.  Passing  by  tliis  sub- 
ject, he  would  come  to  the  Statute  of 
Charles  II.,  by  which  any  popish  recusant 
convict  who  should  bo  convicted  as  such, 
was  subject  to  the  most  grievous  penalties 
— to  large  pecuniary  costs,  and  to  disabili- 
ties of  a  most  cjctraordinary  kind.  Nobody 
could,  ho  thought,  for  a  moment  doubt  the 
propriety  of  repealing  this  Statute.  A 
popish  recusant  convict  was  a  person  of 
the  pojtish  religion,  who  did  not  regularly 
repair  to  his  parish  church,  and  who 
Cotivictet)  under  the  Statute  of  EliEobeth, 
which  he  had  before  referred  to.  That 
was  the  offence  for  which  those  enormous 
penalties  were  imposed;  and  lie  woidd  defy 
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The  next  Act  of  Parliament  to  whidi  he 
would  beg  leave  to  refer  wm  the  Statnte 
of  James,  by  which  penwna  were  required 
to  go  and  attond  their  pAriah  chnreh  on 
the  annirersorj  of  what  wa 
Gunpowder  Plot.  There  were 
in  that  Act  of  Parliametit;  bat  it  was  well 
known  that  every  person  who  disobeyed 
tho  injunction  of  an  Act  of  Pariiameat 
liable  to  be  indicted  for  a  misdeineaa- 
and  therefore  every  person  who  re- 
frained from  going  to  hia  pariah  chnreh  on 
that  day  was  liable  to  he  indicted  for  a 
misdemeanour.  Now,  aa  far  as  Roman 
Catholics  were  concerned,  it  waa  intpowi- 
blc  to  require  them  to  attend  the  pariik 
church  on  such  occasions  ;  and  accord- 
ingly, in  the  Act  of  1844  this  Statnte  wu 
repealed,  as  far  as  it  related  to  them.  It 
was,  however,  hardly  decent  to  allow  it  to 
remain  on  the  Statute-book.  Besides,  it 
still  remained  applicable  to  Dissenter*,  as 
it  had  not  been  abrogated  by  tho  Toleration 
Act,  or  by  the  taking  of  any  oatha  allowed 
under  that  Act;  and  that  Act  did  not  rt- 
lease  them  from  the  conseqnencee  of  a 
misdemeanour.  It  was  perfectly  imposn- 
ble  to  enforce  it  aa  far  as  the  Dissenters 
were  concerned,  and  it  was  also  applicabls 
to  persons  of  the  Jewish  persnasion;  bnt 
even  as  regarded  members  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church,  did  any  one,  he  would  ask, 
who  attended  divine  service  on  that  day  do 
BO  in  consequence  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  did  they  ever  think  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  or  its  injunctions  at  all  f  How 
few  attended  divine  service  on  this  day; 
and  was  it,  he  would  ask,  possible  to  insti- 
tute any  proceedings  against  persons  of  the 
Church  of  England,  under  this  Statute,  for 
not  attending  divine  aerrice  on  this  day  f 
Was  it  not,  in  fact,  as  for  as  it  related  to 
persons  of  the  Church  of  England,  an  ab- 
solute nullity  ?  ^Vhen,  therefore,  he  asked 
their  Lordships  to  repeal  this  Act  aa  far  as 
it  related  to  Dissenters,  he  would  advise 
them  to  repeal  it  altogether,  and  leave  it 
to  the  conscience  of  the  public  to  attend 
divine  service  on  that  day  as  on  other  oc- 
casions. There  was  also  another  Statnte 
to  which  he  wished  to  refer,  and  respect- 
ing which  he  thought  some  doabts  would 
also  bo  entertained.  Ho  meant  the  Act  of 
the  13th  of  Elizabeth,  with  respect  to  im- 
porting bulla  and  writings  from  the  Sec  of 
Rome.  If  any  person  should  import  any 
hull,  or  any  document  or  writing  of  any  de- 
scription or  for  any  purpose  from  the  Pope 
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any  person  to  got  up  in  that  House,  and    of  Home,  he  was  by  Uiat  Act  of  ParlJa- 
to  deny  tlio  propriety  of  repcaluig  them.  I  mcnt  guilty  of  the  oSence  of  fai^ 
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sod  liable  to  ezeoution,  and  to  all  the  other 
ctmieqaenceB  following  from  a  wntenoe 
for  that  crime.  This  Statute  was  passed 
in  ooDsequenoe  of  Pope  Pius  V.  having  ez~ 
commonicated  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  le- 
leued  her  sabjeota  from  their  allegianoe; 
andofthebnll  oontuning  that  eicommu- 
nication  having  been  affixed  to  tbe  gate  of 
tha  paJaoe  of  the  Bishop  of  London  by  a 
person  named  Felton,  irho  was  executed 
lor  the  offence.  The  bull  vas  also  posted 
np  in  Paris,  and  excited  tbe  indignation  of 
t£e  people  in  both  countries.  There  was, 
however,  no  ohance  of  any  such  pranks, 
if  he  might  venture  so  to  call  them,  being 
attempted  in  these  days;  and  therefore  tbe 
cause  of  such  an  enactment  could  not  be 
said  to  continue.  They  tolerated  the  Ca- 
Aolic  prelates,  and  they  knew  that  these 
prelates  could  not  carry  on  their  chnrch 
establishment,  or  conduct  its  discipline 
without  holding  communioation  with  the 
Pope  of  Rome.  No  Roman  Catholic  bi- 
shop conld  be  created  without  the  autho- 
rity of  a  bull  from  the  Pope  of  Rome;  and 
many  of  the  observances  of  their  church 
required  the  aame  sanction.  The  moment, 
therefore,  that  they  sanctioned  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  this 
conntiy,  they  by  implication  allowed  the 
communication  prohibited  by  this  Statute, 
and  for  which  it  imposed  the  penalties  of 
high  treason.  If  the  law  allowed  the  doc- 
trines and  discipline  of  the  Roman  Catbolio 
Church,  it  should  be  pennitted  to  be  car- 
ried on  perfectly  and  property;  and  that 
could  not  be  without  such  communication. 
On  these  grounds  he  proposed  to  repeal 
that  Act.  But  he  proposed  the  repeal  of 
this  Statute  for  other  and  still  stronger 
reasons.  No  snch  statute  existed  in  Scot- 
land, and  what  was  still  more  remarkable, 
snch  a  statute  had  never  been  passed  by 
the  Irish  Parliament,  though  in  that  coun- 
try three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants  pro- 
fessed the  Roman  Catholio  religion.  He 
knew  that  many  of  his  noble  Friends  had 
been,  on  the  £rst  impression,  much  stag- 
gered at  this  proposition;  but  the  more  they 
had  examined  into  the  question,  the  more 
convinced  were  they  of  the  expediency  of 
tbe  conr«e  which  he  proposed.  If  their 
Lordships  thought  that  when  the  Bill  got 
ioto  Committee  the  measure  might  be  in 
Bome  degree  modified,  provided  it  could  be 
satisfactorily  made  out  that  Roman  Catho- 
lics would  be  enabled  to  do  what  the  law 
authoriced  them  to  do,  and  to  do  it  effcc- 
tnalty,  he  should  have  no  difficulty  in  ac- 
ceding to  such  ft  modification.    He  next 


came  to  the  Statute  of  the  Uth  and  12th 
William  III.,  one  of  the  most  stringent  that 
had  ever  been  passed  against  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion.  By  that  Act  any  priest 
saying  mass  was  subject  to  imprisonment 
for  life,  and  any  person  who  seiied  a  priest 
Baying  mass  was  to  receive  a  rowiu^  of 
1(K)I.  Every  person  of  eighteen  years  of 
age  was  required,  under  that  Act,  to  take 
certain  oaths;  and  if  he  did  not  do  so,  all 
his  estates  were  forfeited,  and  went  to  his 
next  of  kin  during  hia  life.  There  were 
certain  other  penalties  under  that  Act, 
all  of  which  he  would,  without  hesitation, 
advise  their  Lordships  should  be  repealed. 
There  was  another,  an  Irish  Act,  uie  Act 
of  2nd  Anne,  by  which  any  person  persuad- 
ing another  to  be  reconciled  to  the  See  of 
Rome,  and  any  person  so  reconciled  were 
deolared  guilty  of  premunire.  Their  Lord- 
ships knew  what  the  effect  of  such  a  sen- 
tence was.  A  person  guilty  of  premunire 
was  placed  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law; 
and  before  now  a  question  even  arose,  whe- 
ther it  was  lawful  to  slay  a  man  guilty  of 
premunire,  so  that  in  one  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment a  clause  had  to  be  inserted,  declaring 
that  a  person  guilty  of  premunire  could  not 
be  lawMly  slam.  He  thought  their  Lord- 
ships wonld  be  of  opinion  that  the  Act  of 
Anne  should  be  repealed.  He  was  happy 
to  tell  the  House  that  he  was  now  coming 
to  the  close  of  bis  statement.  He  had  en- 
deavoured to  state  the  facts  which  it  vaa 
his  duty  to  lay  before  their  Lordships  as 
shortly  but  as  perspicuously  as  he  possibly 
could.  As  to  schools,  he  woula  briefly 
state  that  no  person  was  allowed  to  keep  a 
school  without  the  license  of  the  arch- 
bishop or  bishop;  and  no  person  was  even 
allowed  to  be  a  tutor  in  a  private  family 
without  the  license  of  the  archbishop  or 
bishop  of  his  diocese.  This  Act  was  in 
Ml  force,  and  was  applicable  to  Roman 
Catholics  and  Dissenters.  By  the  Act  of 
the  Uth  and  12th  of  William  III.,  no  per- 
son of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion  was 
allowed  to  instruct  youth  under  penalty  of 
imprisonment  for  life.  AU  these  enact- 
ments he  proposed  to  repeal.  This  brought 
him  to  the  various  Statutes  of  Recusancy 
which  stilt  remained  in  force.  Under  these 
Statutes  a  person  was  liable  to  pumshment 
for  abstainmg  fhim  going  to  his  parish 
church.  It  might  be  said,  why  take  the 
trouble  of  repealing  Acts  of  Parliament 
that  were  obsolete  "i  Bnt  be  reminded 
their  Lordships  that  not  more  than  four  or 
five  years  ago  fourteen  or  fifteen  convictions 
had  taken  place  under  these  Statutes  of 
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Recueanoy.  [Lord  BnorcuAH  :  In  1841.] 
They  were  couvictionB  of  poor  men,  and  at 
the  time  every  body  said  that  the  Act 
ought  to  be  repealed.  Application  bad 
been  made  at  the  time  to  their  Lordships 
ODthe  subject;  and  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Sir  James  Graham,  was  ubhgcd  to  inter- 
pose, ill  order  to  put  a  stop  to  such  prose- 
eutioDB.  It  was,  therefore,  idle  to  say  tliat 
these  statutes  were  virtually  repealed,  be- 
cause they  might  at  any  time  ho  called  into 
operation  by  ill-disposed  persons,  anxiou* 
to  effect  some  object  of  their  own.  This 
penalty  was  applicable  to  Roman  Catholics 
and  Dissenters,  aa  well  ns  to  mombers  of 
the  Edtablished  Church.  But  the  29th  of 
Elizabeth  went  further.  According  to  it, 
if  any  person  were  convicted  of  not  going 
to  church,  he  sliould  be  considered  a  recu- 
sant, and  should  pay  201.  a  month  for 
every  month  mentioned  in  the  indictment, 
'  and  not  only  for  the  past  time,  but  for  the 
future  until  be  should  take  the  sacrament. 
If  he  had  any  lands,  those  lands  were  to 
be  seized  for  the  use  nf  the  Sovereign,  if  the 
pOQalties  were  not  paid;  and  by  the  Act  of 
the  1st  of  James  I.,  the  Crown  had  the 
option  to  seize  the  lauds  in  the  first  in- 
Btance.  To  so  great  an  extent  was  this 
power  exercised  in  former  days,  that  in  one 
year  alone  of  that  reign  the  revenue  re- 
cMved  by  the  Crown,  under  this  Statute, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  30,0001.  Their 
Lordships  might  not,  therefore,  be  sur- 
prised to  find  that  these  Acta  had  been  al- 
lowed to  remiunso  long  on  the  Statute-book. 
The  Act  appUed  not  only  to  men,  hut  also  to 
such  unhappy  married  women  as  were  de- 
clared guilty  of  recusancy.  A  woman  so 
charged  and  convicted  was  to  be  impri- 
soned, and  ahc  could  not  get  out  unless  she 
took  the  sacrament;  ond  if  her  husband 
desired  to  have  her  liberated,  ho  should 
pay  for  it.  She  was  to  bo  imprisoned  until 
her  husband  consented  to  pay  lOI.  a 
month  for  the  period  of  her  offence,  or 
gave  one-third  of  his  lands  to  the  Crown. 
There  never  was  a  more  harsh  or  more  ab- 
Burd  system  of  law  than  this,  and  yet  these 
anactmcnts  were  still  on  the  Statute-book. 
He  proposed  that  they  should  be  altogether 
abolished,  lie  hod  now  gone  through  the 
principal  enactments  referred  to  in  the  Bill; 
and  any  further  explanation  that  any  noble 
Lord  might  wi^ih  to  receive  on  the  subject, 
he  would  take  an  opportunity  hereafter  of 
giving  in  Committee.  The  objection  to 
which  the  right  rev.  Prolate,  to  whom  he 
had  before  alluded,  and  some  other  objec- 
tions also  which  were  then  in  his  own  mind, 


would  come  more  prt^erij  before  their 
Lordships  when  they  got  into  Conuoittee 
on  the  BiU.  AU  ho  asked  their  Lordships 
to  do  at  present  was,  to  conaider  the  bud- 
ject  calmly  and  dispoasionfttely;  andifthej 
were  satisfied  that  no  miacluef  waa  likdy 
to  result  from  this  meaanre,  then  that  they 
should  concur  with  hitn  in  the  proprie^  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Statutea  to  whicn  he  had 
alluded.  Ue  begged  to  move  that  the  BiU 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Lord  BROUGHAU  said,  he  should  en- 
tirely agree  with  his  noble  ajid  leajoed 
Friend  that  no  man  could  get  up  in  that 
House,  and  deny  that  the  great  bulk  of 
these  statutes  ought  to  he  entirely  swept 
away,  as  deforming  the  constitution,  asde- 
facing  the  Statute-book,  and  as  betug 
virtually  obsolete,  though  not  altogether 
without  pernicious  vitahtj,  which  might  at 
any  one  moment  call  them  into  existence 
for  sinister  purposes.  Ho  hod  no  doubt 
whatever  that  thoir  Lordships  would  accede 
to  his  noble  and  learned  Friend's  proposal, 
and  give  the  Bill  a  secoud  reading,  while 
the  objections  to  it  might  bo  stated  and 
considered  in  Committee.  Nererthelees, 
as  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  entered 
at  large  into  the  subject,  he  thought  it 
would  be  attended  with  some  conrenienee 
if  so  much  of  the  discussion  which  ahonld 
take  place  in  Committee  were  anticipated 
now  as  would  prepare  neble  Lords  and  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  for  what  mi^t 
hereafter  he  the  main  subject  for  eottsider- 
ation.  Ue  entirely  agreed  with  his  noblo 
and  learned  Friend  in  what  he  had  stated 
respecting  tho  penalties  for  recuaaocj.  His 
noble  and  learned  Friend  referred  to  what 
had  taken  place  in  1841.  and  he  would 
defy  the  wit  of  man  to  imagine  a  stronger 
case  to  show  the  great  injury  that  might 
result  from  rettuning  enactments  on  the 
Statute-hook  of  a  penal  nature,  after  thej 
had  become  obsolete  from  a  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, than  those  proceedings ;  be- 
cause what  passed  in  that  year  woa  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  spite,  or  corrupt  views, 
or  other  malicious  or  inexcusable  motives, 
OS  it  were,  quickened  that  dormant  snake 
into  a  mischievous  vitality.  The  Queen 
Elizabeth  shilling  was  the  object  of  theae 
prosecutions  ostensibly,  but  not  really. 
Three  or  four  men  had  been  prosecuted  for 
poaching;  but  in  consequence  of  a  clumsy 
laying  of  the  information  the  worthy  ma- 
gistratea  who  presided  could  not  prosecute 
to  a  conviction.  They,  being  guardiaoB  of 
the  law  and  of  the  game,  having  failed  to 
convict]  the  accused  mca  would  b»To  de- 
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parted.  "  Oh,  but,"  sud  one  of  the  ma- 
cristratea,  "  were  70U  at  church  hwt  Sun- 
day V  "  No."  "  Or  the  Sunday  before 
that?"  "No."  "  Or  tie  Sunday  before 
that  agMn?"     "No."     "Oh,  you  must 

?ky  Queen  Elisabeth's  ahilling  then." 
bus,  as  tbe  men  eoutd  not  be  convicted 
of  poaching,  the  niagiBtrates  contrived  to 
ooDvict  them  of  recusancy,  and  they  were 
each  leutencod  to  a  penalty  which,  with 
oostB,  amounted  to  28s.  or  29s.  They  were 
poor  mea,  common  day  Ubourers,  ana  could 
not  pay  the  money — they  were  aent  to 
prison  for  three  or  four  months,  and  the 
tamiliea  of  some  of  them  came  upon  the 
parish.  He  was  therefore  of  opinion  that 
Lis  noble  and  learned  Friend  waa  quite 
right  in  seeking  for  a  repeal  of  these 
etatutas.  As  their  Lordships  wore  aware, 
nothing  could  be  more  abused  than  the 
proTisiona  of  that  Act  in  the  present  state 
of  society.  It  ahonld  be  recollected  that  it 
vas  not  enoof^  for  a  person  to  go  every 
Sunday  to  church,  or  twice  or  three  times 
on  every  Sunday,  if  worship  were  offered 
ao  often.  It  must  be  in  his  own  parish 
church,  or  else  he  remuned  liable  to  the 
penalty.  Therefore,  nothing  more  absurd, 
or  less  adapted  to  the  present  state  of  so- 
otety,  dtan  this  Act  of  the  29th  of  Eliza- 
beth and  the  other  recusancy  Acts  could 
be  conceived.  He  agreed  with  what  had 
fallen  from  bis  noble  and  learned  Friend 
with  regard  to  die  supremacy  as  dealt  wiUi 
in  tbe  Statute  of  EQzabetb.  No  lawyer 
who  considered  the  subject  could  say  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Acts,  as  proposed  by  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  would  imply  any- 
thing against  the  Queen's  supremacy.  Uii 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  whde  he  proposed 
this  repeal,  intended  to  mabe  an  enactment 
specially  to  remove  all  doubts 
ing  her  supremacy.  He  differed,  however, 
with  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  as  to  one 
or  two  points  connected  with  the  13th  of 
Elisabeth.  Nothing  could  be  more  correct 
than  bis  description  of  the  circmnstances 
which  led  to  that  enactment,  and  that  it 
arose  from  a  boll  frinn  the  Pope  Pi 
bariug  been  sent  over  here  to  dethrone  the 
Sovereign,  and  to  absolve  her  subjects  from 
their  allegiance,  and  which  was  fixed  to  the 
palace  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  to  the  ab- 
horrence of  the  English  people,  and  to  tbe 
reudence  of  the  King  of  France,  to  the 
disgust  and  indignation  of  that  Sovereign. 
He  agreed  witbhis  noble  and  learned  Friend 
that,  looking  at  the  case  now,  the  penalties 
enacted  for  bringing  over  buUs  or  rescripts 
from  the  f  ope  were  absurdly  lerere  i  but 
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he  was  not  prepared  to  go  the  length  of 
the  enactment,  which  swept  away  all  the 
penalties,  and  allowed  the  throwing  open 
the  ports  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land to  all  the  edicts,  all  the  rescripts,  and 
all  general  communications  in  matters  eccle* 
siastical,  which  at  any  time  might  be  issued 
from  the  Vatican,  and  which  might  be  ad- 
dressed— to  whom  ?  Why  to  a  very  large 
and  important  class  of  Her  Uajesty's  sub- 
jects, namely,  the  Roman  CnUiolic  clergy 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  laity  of  these 
realms.  He  would  take  one  distinction, 
however,  on  this  point.  Any  penalties 
against  any  persons  for  holding  any  par- 
ticular religious  opinions,  or  for  any  aoi 
which  was  done  in  setting  forth  or  profes- 
sing such  religious  opinions,  or  for  any- 
thing which  could  hamper  the  faith  in 
which  they  believed — for  the  law  always 
assumed  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  law- 
maker to  dive  into  men  s  motives  for  belief 
— and  he  held  that  any  penalties  for  holding 
such  opinions  were  most  unjustifiable,  and 
were  unfit  to  he  continued;  and,  therefore, 
it  was  fit  and  proper  that  they  should  be  at 
once  swept  away.  He  repeated,  however, 
that  they  should  pause  on  one  point.  The 
object  was  directed  not  against  a  pereon  in 
this  realm  for  openly  holding  or  expressly 
uttering  certain  opinions;  but  the  penalty 
was  directed  to  prevent  a  foreign  potentate, 
who  assumed  to  himself  supreme  jurisdic* 
tion  in  all  ecclesiastical  matters  in  all  coun- 
tries, from  exereismg  any  authority  here. 
This,  he  it  recollect^  was  the  only  poten- 
tate that  ever  put  forward  such  a  monstrous 
pretence  ;  for  the  Bishop  of  Rome  did  not 
confine  his  alleged  jurisdiction  to  his  own 
territory,  but  claimed  it  over  all  the  world. 
And  this  supremacy  was  not  confined  to  ec- 
clesiastical matters ;  for  one  of  the  prede- 
cessors of  the  present  Pope  gave  half  the 
world  to  Spain,  and  the  other  half  to  Portu- 
gal,  while  he  held  not  more  territory  himself 
than  a  small  portion  of  Italy ;  but  tliis  poten- 
tate— thie  Bishop  of  Rome,  as  ho  was  pro- 
perly called — still  claimed  supreme  autho- 
rity in  ecclesiastical  matters  all  over  tbe 
world.  He  claimed  and  eiereised  this  not 
only  over  bis  own  Italian  subjects,  but  over 
those  priests  who  were  the  Queen's  sub- 
jects, who  adopted  his  religions  opinions. 
This  did  not  alter  their  allegiance  to  the 
Queen,  for  they  were  still  the  Queen's 
subjects,  although  they  were  the  Pope's 
priests.  Their  flocks  also  were  stilt  Her 
Majesty's  subjects,  although  they  might 
worship  through  these  priests  of  the  Pope. 
According  to  the  law  the  Queen  was  su- 
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preme  in  all  matters,  whether  civil 
eccleBiastical.  This  being  the  caae,  how 
could  this  or  any  other  well-gOTemed 
country  allow  that  foreign  potentate,  wil' 
out  let  or  hindraDce,  to  eend  orer  bulls 
rescripts  ?  He  agreed  that  the  Pope  might 
send  over  a  bull  which  would  be  a  libel  on 
the  Church  of  England  as  \>j  law  eata- 
blished,  or  on  the  Parliament,  or  the 
Sovereign  of  England,  and  which  might 
be  dealt  with  accordingly.  It  *ght  be 
said  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  a  prohibi- 
tion for  the  introduction  of  Buch  instruments, 
as  the  persons  publishing  them  would,  if 
they  were  libels  by  law,  bo  liable  to  crin 
prosecution.  But  the  Vatican  would  not 
be  checked  in  this  way,  for  they  could 
frame  a  rescnpt  which  might  operate  most 
injuriously  over  the  minds  of  the  priests 
and  of  their  followers,  and  which  was  not  a 
libel  technically  speaking,  and  the  publi 
cation  of  which,  therefore,  could  not  be 
punished — a  publication  working  mischie- 
vously throughout  the  country,  and  pro- 
ducing the  worst  results;  and  yet,  umcsa 
such  pubhcation  could  be  proved  to  be  a 
libel — cither  a  treasonable,  or  seditious,  o) 
defamatory  libel — it  could  not  he  success' 
fully  prosecuted.  Ho  would  not  state  a 
very  decided  opinion  as  to  what  should  he 
done,  as  he  saw  difficulties  on  both  sides; 
but  he  wished  to  state  that  he  entertained 
grave  doubts  whether  he  could  consent  to  re- 
move all  punishment  for  receiving  rescripts 
from  the  Bishop  of  Rome,  who  claimed 
supremacy  as  well  in  temporal  as  in  spiri- 
tual matters.  Tho  punishments  of  pre- 
muniro  and  treason  were  cruelly  severe, 
and  ought  never  to  be  applied  in  such 
cases  as  this.  Having  given  expression  to 
his  doubts,  he  would  only  further  say  that 
he  trusted  his  noble  and  learned  Friend, 
with  the  resources  of  professional  skill, 
than  whom  no  man  was  more  gifted,  would 
he  enabled  to  adopt  some  middle  course — 
some  course  which  would  neither  offend 
tho  just  scruples  of  one  class  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  or  alarm  the  great  anxiety 
of  another  class.  He  had  stated  the  opin- 
ion, or  rather  he  bad  hinted  the  objection 
which  pressed  on  his  mind  at  that  moment, 
and  having  done  so  he  was  content  to  leave 
tke  matter  in  the  bands  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  and  the  bench  of  Bishops, 
whose  asnistance  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  most  anxiously  desired  in  the  very 
important  task  he  had  undertaken.  He 
did  not  think  thot  they  should  altogether 
dispense  with  the  prohibition  ot  teXiwoaa 
proceBBiom  in  the  streets.     "Ee  Wi  iwi 


alann  hunself,  nor.  perhaps,  httd  any  noUe 
Lord  on  this  matter;  but  he  knew  how 
feelingly  alive  the  people  of  this  coaatry 
were  on  the  subject,  and  how  mnch  they 
would  be  shocked  and  offended  by  it ;  and 
he  did  not  believe  that  the  public  peaoa 
would  be  secure  in  Birmingham  or  Man- 
chester, or  even  London  itaelf,  if  papak 
processions  were  attempted  to  he  got  op 
in  any  of  thoae  places ;  he,  therefore^ 
thought  that  it  would  be  proper  to  oontinne 
the  prohibition  agunst  ^em.  Then  with 
respect  to  hells — he  had  suffered  too  much 
from  from  them  in  Catholic  countries,  from 
their  continual  clanging  to  fear — [The 
Lord  Chancellor  :  There  ia  nothing  in  the 
Bill  regarding  either  processions  or  bells.] 
Then  he  had  fallen  into  a  mistake  as  to  the 

?'ovbions,  and  he  closed  hia  observatioDa. 
he  question  of  oaths  required  to  be  wdl 
considered— perhaps,  aa  in  1829,  the  se- 
curities might  be  put  in  a  aeparaite  Bill, 
and  the  two  go  pari  paitu  through  Par- 
liament. Only  one  word  with  respect  to 
the  interference  in  rehgioua  matters.  He 
had  heard  with  great  concern  that  a  \wj 
extraordinary  proceeding  had  taken  place 
in  another  country  with  which  fae  wm 
connected  by  tho  ties  of  friendship  and 
residence;  and  for  the  preservation  of  the 
strictest  ties  of  friendship  between  that 
country  and  this  no  one  on  either  side  of 
the  Channel  was  more  anxious.  He  had 
heard  that  the  OoverBmcnt  of  France  had 
permitted  prayers  to  be  offered  up  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Paris,  for  the  conversion 
of  the  Sovereign  and  the  people  of  this 
country  from  their  heresies  to  the  true — 
that  was  the  Roman  Catholic — faith.  He 
thought  that  a  little  strange.  His  excellent 
and  gifted  Friend  the  Minister  of  that 
country,  M.  Guizot,  was  not  a  CathoUc, 
but  a  stanch  Protestant  — it  must  have 
been  an  oversight,  because  he  thought 
nothing  could  he  more  unbecoming,  no- 
thing more  reprobated,  than  that  in  one 
country  the  relipous  authorities  should  so 
interfere  with  the  concerns  of  another 
country.  The  Archbishop  of  Paris  must 
have  totally  forgotten  that  he  was  ordering 
the  people  of  France  to  pray  that  Her 
Majesty  should  forfeit  her  Crown.  Tho 
people  of  France  must  have  been  in  igno- 
e  of  that  fact,  because  they  had  an 
attachment  to  the  Queen  of  a  strong  nature; 
their  loyalty  to  Her  Majesty  amounted 
nearly  to  that  of  Her  own  subjects— at  that 
moment  they  were  looking  for  Her  Ma- 
j«ftV'j'6    -^ttsetica  va.    *Lew    country   with 
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loyalty,  they  would  never  dream,  even  for 
»  moment,  of  exclading  Her  Hajesty  ^m 
tbe  benefit  of  their  prayers ;  yet  they  were 
■etnally  praying  that  sbe  might  forfeit  the 
Crown.  A  more  unfitting  injunction  he 
had  never  heard  of  than  that  issued  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Paris.  It  most  have  been 
RB  entire  overaight  on  the  part  of  the  Qo- 
vernment  of  France;  and  the  moment  the 
fact  was  brought  to  their  attention,  he  had 
not  the  slightest  doubt  but  steps  would  be 
token  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  so  ob- 
noKioUB  a  proceeding.  He  was  not  a 
Catholic ;  he  had  a  very  great  respect  for 
those  who  beUeved  in  that  f^th  ;  he  only 
wondered  they  could — the  prayers  in  his 
behalf  were  utterly  thrown  away  ;  but  still 
he  thought  such  a  proceeding  indecent,  if 
not  worse.  His  noble  and  learned  Friend 
had  opened  the  Bill  in  a  manner  so  lucid 
and  admirable,  that  in  any  other  person  it 
would  have  been  extraordinary ;  but  they 
hod  heard  so  many  luminous  statements 
from  hia  noble  and  learned  Friend  which 
set  imitation  at  defiance,  that  they  became 
■coustomed  to  it,  and  were  compelled  to 
admire  at  a  distance;  he  had  not  only 
Opened  the  Bill  with  perfert  distinctness, 
but  with  perfect  candour  and  fairness: 
iM  he  hoped  was  that  his  noble  and 
learned  Priend  would,  before  the  Bill  went 
into  Committee,  give  his  attention  to  the 
doubts  he  had  stated  aa  having  arisen  in 
his  mind,  and  he  felt  certain  that  they 
would  be  either  removed  or  cleared  up. 

The  Bishop  of  LONDON  did  not  nse  to 
appose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but 
to  state  somo  ohjectiona  which  had  arisen 
to   it  in   his    mind  during  the   luminous 

rch  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
Woolsach.  No  man  would  more  rea- 
lly cv  with  more  alacrity  go  along  with 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in  aholiahing 
penalties  on  relinons  opiniona,  where  it 
eonld  be  done  wiu  safMy,  than  he  would; 
but  he  thought  the  objections  taken  by  the 
noble  and  teamed  Lord  opposite  {Lord 
Brougham)  with  respect  to  the  publication 
of  papal  bulls  and  rescripts,  were  justly  ta- 
ken, and  deserved  the  best  consideration,  not 
only  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack,  hot  of  their  Lordshipa  generally. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  must  not  he 
surprised  that  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  were  looked  upon  with  some  sp- 

C'  ension  and  alarm  oy  those  who  had 
accustomed  to  regard  the  quesdon  of 
the  supremacy  of  the  Crown  as  a  question 
of  the  very  first  importance,  and  as  deeply 
inrolring  a  great  question  of  public  policy. 
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He  confessed  that  he  had  not  had  time, 
and  perhaps  had  he  had  time,  he  might 
not  have  hod  the  capacity,  so  far  to  make 
himself  master  of  the  subject,  aa  to  see  the 
bearing  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  tbo 
Bill  upon  that  question.  He  bdiered  it  re- 
quired rather  a  legal  head  than  a  theolo- 
gical one  to  nnderatand  the  ef^t  of  the 
Bill  in  that  respect.  That  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  had  any  intention  to  affect 
the  great  question  of  the  supremacy  in  a 
dangerous  manner,  any  man  who  knew  him 
would  not  for  a  moment  believe;  and  he 
was  certun  that  before  the  Bill  went  into 
Committee  the  objections  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  opposite  would  receive  con- 
eideration,  and  that  proper  securities 
would  be  taken  for  the  safety  of  the  great 
principle  of  supremacy.  When  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  recollected  what  the 
papa]  supremacy  implied,  ho  would  not  he 
surprised  that  some  alarm  had  been  felt  on 
the  bench  occupied  by  the  right  rev.  Pre- 
lates on  the  introduction  of  this  BUI.  The 
jurisdiction  claimed  by  the  Fope,  as  de- 
nounced in  our  oath  of  supremacy,  invoWed 
the  right  of  depriving  princes  of  th^r 
thrones,  and  absolving  subjects  from  their 
allegiance.  Nay,  it  was  notorious  that 
that  right  was  at  the  present  moment  not 
only  held,  but  taught  by  the  ultramontane 
divmes  in  countries  not  far  ^stant  from 
our  own.  No  doubt  it  was  not  taught 
openly,  because  the  parties  so  teaching  it 
would  be  liable  to  a  prosecution  for  sedi- 
tion; but  the  Pope's  supremacy  was  taught 
in  a  manner  which  to  a  person  well  ac- 

S[uainted  with  church  history  was,  in  ef- 
ect,  teaching  the  right  of  the  Pope  to 
absolve  Her  Majes^'s  subjects  from  their 
allegiance  to  her  Crown.  He  could  not 
but  think  that  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  went  further  than  was  intend- 
ed by  his  noble  and  learned  Friend.  It 
was  proposed  altogether  to  repeal  the  5th 
Elizabeth,  cap.  1.  That  Act  hod  been 
considered  hy  the  Criminal  Law  Commis- 
sioners, to  whom  the  Bill  introduced  by  a 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Beaumont]  had  been  n- 
ferred;  and  they  reported  that  although  it 
might  be  very  proper  to  mo^fy  many  of 
its  provisions,  they  donbted  whether  it 
would  he  adriaahle  to  repeal  it  altogether. 
With  respect  to  the  issuing  of  bulls,  that 
was  a  question  which  appeared  to  him  to 
be  an  exceedingly  difficult  one.  It  was 
not  possible,  he  thought,  to  prevent  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  this  country  from  re- 
ceiving directions  from  the  only  recog- 
nized head  of  their   church.     If  their 


1271 


Beligwai  Opiniont 


BdiefSm. 


religion  wai  tolerated,  they  must  1m  al- 
lowed free  communication  with  those  to 
whom  the;  looked  for  instruction.  But 
then  as  to  bulls  being  issued  and  pub- 
lished without  soroo  restrictions,  as  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  opposite  had  said, 
thej  might  be  so  framed  as  to  bow  the 
seeds  of  disaffection,  and  at  the  same  time 
so  that  no  one  would  be  able  to  prosecute 
them  as  libellous.  Ue  eutlrely  agreed 
with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Brougham),  that  a  system  of  inspec- 
tion would  be  desirable  before  publication, 
if  indeed  publication  could  be  at  all  per- 
mitted; and  he  was  glad  that  the  objection 
OD  this  point  had  come  from  such  a  quarter, 
as  being  less  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  what 
was  termed  bigotry ,  than  if  it  bad  originated 
with  a  person  who  occupied  a  position  like 
himself.  Ue  looked,  with  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  on  this  question,  as  regard- 
ed the  Queen's  supremacy,  chiefiy  as  a  poli- 
tical matter.  He  would  put  aside  the  effect 
that  might  be  produced  on  the  religious 
opinions  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  but 
would  regard  it  merely  as  affecting  them 
as  tied  by  their  allegiance.  He  hoped  that 
before  they  went  into  Committee  that  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack 
would  also  direct  his  attention  to  this  part 
of  the  subject.  With  these  remarks  he 
should  take  leave  of  the  subject  for  the 
present.  He  was  at  oue  timo  inclined  to 
entertain  the  opinion  that  they  should  hare 
the  assistance  of  the  Judges  as  to  the  ef- 
fect that  this  Bill  might  hare  on  Her  Ma- 
jesty's supremacy;  but  after  what  had 
been  said  by  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
on  this  subject,  he  would  not  say  anything 
more  on  that  point.  Ue  trusted  that  this 
Bill,  while  it  would  remove  all  harsh  re- 
strictions on  the  profession  of  religious  or 
conscientious  opinions,  would  be  framed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  productive  of  no  dan- 
gerous consequences. 

LoKD  CAMOYS  hoped  he  would  be  par- 
doned if  be  trespassed  for  a  short  time  on 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships.  First  of 
all,  he  begged  leave  to  express  bia  thanks 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolsack,  on  his  own  part,  as  well  as 
on  behalf  of  8,000,000  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholics in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scot- 
land, for  having  brought  forward  this  mea- 
sure ;  and  their  obligations  were  consider- 
ably added  to  by  the  talented  and  conclu- 
sive speech  in  which  Uie  noble  and  learned 
Lord  nad  introduced  the  question  before 
the  House.     The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
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Parliament  and  portions  of  Acts  of  Pariia- 
mcnt,  because  they  were  obsolet«  and  cob- 
trary  to  the  spirit  of  the  present  age,  and 
because  also  they  were  a  stain  on  the  Sta- 
tute-book of  this  country,  and  were  no 
longer  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  seco- 
rity.  But,  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
had  omitted  to  propose  the  repeal  of  thoit 
parts  of  the  3rd  of  James  1.,  cap.  5;  I 
William  I.,  cap.  26;  the  12th  of  Anne,  sL 
2,  c.  U;  and  the  11th  Geo.  II.,  ciq).  It, 
which  prevented  Catholics  preaentiog  to 
livings.  There  were  some  Catholics  be 
knew  to  whom  presentations  to  livings  be- 
longed; but  he  was  not  one  so  mtosted. 
They  were  forbidden  by  these  laws  fitn 
maung  presentations  to  such  Uvings ;  the 
course  therefore  they  pursued  was  to  sdl 
the  next  right  of  presentation.  Sorelj 
there  was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  exercise  of  this  right,  for  tLe  per- 
son presented  to  a  living  must  be  examined 
and  approved  of  by  the  bishop  before  he 
could  take  possession  of  it.  There  was 
also  an  injustice  in  these  Acts.  If  the  Isw 
said  that  none  should  be  entitled  to  present 
to  livings  but  Members  of  the  Church  rf 
England,  he  could  understand  it ;  but  the 
law  merely  said  that  Catholics  alone  should 
not  make  presentations ;  so  that  while  they 
were  excluded,  Quakers,  Jews,  or  Infidels 
might  exercise  that  power.  He  held  in 
his  hand  Butler's  edition  of  Coke  on  Lit. 
tleton,  in  the  4th  note  of  which,  page  391 
B,  it  was  distinctly  pointed  ont  that  before 
persons  were  presented  to  livings,  they 
must  subscribe  to  the  Thirty-nine  Articles. 
The  conclusion  of  this  writer  was  aunilar 
to  that  which  he  had  drawn  on  the  subject; 
and  there  could  not,  therefore,  be  any 
danger  in  allowing  Catholics  to  present  to 
livings.  Ue  thought  that  he  had  siud  suf- 
ficient on  this  point  to  induce  bis  noble  and 
learned  Friend  to  take  this  matter  into 
consideration.  Uis  noble  and  learned 
Friend,  while  he  proposed  to  repeal  certMn 
Acts  of  Parliament  affecting  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, did  not  touch  the  Act  9tU  of  Geo. 
IV.,  which  was  called  the  settlement  of 
the  great  question  of  the  removal  of  Ca- 
tholic disabilities ;  and  he  should  not  quar- 
rel with  this  description,  for  no  one  had 
more  ground  to  be  satisfied  at  it  than  him- 
setf.  But  if  there  were  provisions  in  that 
Act  of  the  same  character  as  those  which 
the  noble  and  loaiTied  Lord  proposed  to 
repeal  as  being  obsolete,  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  no  longer  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  security,  he    i 
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in  theBMnc  manner  BH  uiyother  Act  of  Par- 
liament. He  did  not  Bee  why  an  Act  of  Par- 
Uament  Bhould  be  aoered  because  it  was  re- 
cent; he,  therefore,  would  suggest  to  his  no- 
ble and  learned  Friend  the  propriety  of  mak. 
ingiome  alterations  in  it.  He  would  first  re- 
fer for  this  purpose  to  the  I6th  Clause,  which 
provided  that  nothing  contained  in  it  should 
extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  enable 
anr  person  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
rehgiOD  to  exercise  any  right  of  presenta- 
tion to  any  ecclesiastical  benefice.  The 
next  clause  the  repeal  of  which  he  would 
suggest  was  the  24th,  which  enacted  that 
any  person  assuming  or  using  the  name, 
style,  or  title  of  archbishop,  or  bishop,  or 
dean  of  any  place  in  England  and  Ireland 
which  was  held  by  a  dignitaT^  of  the  Church 
of  England,  should  for  every  such  offence 
forfeit  100/.  VHiat  was  the  use  of  retain- 
ing such  a  clause,  for  it  was  only  applicable 
to  the  individual  himself  using  the  title? 
For  instance,  eTerybody  called  Dr.  Murray 
llie  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Dublin  ;  but  if 
be  called  himself  so,  he  would  be  liable  to 
a  penalty  of  1001.  Was  there  any  sensible 
reason  for  retaining  such  a  penal  clause? 
The  next  clause  also  imposed  a  penalty  of 
100/.  on  any  person  holding  a  corporate 
office  attending  a  place  of  public  worship 
other  than  that  of  the  Church  of  Snglond 
in  his  insignia  of  office.  The  next  clause 
imposed  a  penalty  of  50/.  on  any  member 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  religious  order  wearing 
die  habit  of  his  order,  except  within  his 
utaal  place  of  religious  worship.  Now,  both 
tiiese  clauses  should  be  repealed;  and  they 
never  should  have  been  introduced  into  the 
Bill  for  the  settlement  of  this  great  ques- 
tion. It  was  much  better  to  leave  such 
mattora  to  the  operation  of  public  opinion 
than  to  legislative  enactments.  If  public 
opinion  was  against  a  practice,  it  wonld 
not  take  place ;  but  if  public  opinion  sanc- 
tioned it,  ho  questionea  whether  such  a  law 
would  be  sufficient  to  put  it  down.  He 
should  now  refer  to  some  other  clanaes — 
from  Clause  28  to  Clause  36  inclusive: — 

"  And  whereu  Jeauitt  *tid  memben  of  otbar 
reljgioua  ordera,  eommuDkics,  or  aocietio  of  the 
ChuToh  of  Rome,  bound  b;  monutic  or  religion! 
vowi,  t,n  rcddent  within  tbe  United  Kingdom, 
and  it  ii  expedient  to  make  proriiion  for  the  g»- 
diul  auppreuioD  and  fliul  pii)hibitian  of  tbe  esnie 
therem'^— 

He  (Lord  Camoys)  might  here  ask  whether, 
Aom  the  passing  of  ^t  Bill,  any  attempt 
had  been  made,  or  even  thought  of,  to  carry 
this  provision  into  execution — 
"  Be  it  tfaereibre  stuuitcd.  that  orerr  Jesuit,  and 
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everj  member  of  Mnj  othor  rellgiona  order,  com- 
munity or  «ioiet7  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  bound 
b;  monaitio  or  religious  vowi,  who  at  tho  time  of 
the  commencement  of  this  Act  ghall  be  within  the 
United  Kingdom,  shall,  within  six  calendar  months 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Aot,  deliier  to  the 
Dlark  of  the  peaee  of  the  oonnt;  or  place  wher* 
such  person  ihall  reside,  or  bis  deputj,  a  notioe  or 
statement  in  the  form  and  containing  the  partiou- 
lars  act  forth  in  the  schedule  to  this  Act  annexed, 
which  notice  or  statement  such  olerk  of  the  peace, 
or  hij  deput]',  is  required  to  preserre  and  regiater 
amongst  the  reoords  of  snoh  ooontj  or  plaoa,  tot 
which  no  fee  shall  be  payable  ;  and  a  copy  of  which 
said  notice  or  sUtemont  shall  be  by  such  clerk,  or 
bis  deputy,  fbrthirith  transmitted  to  tbe  chief 
wcretary  of  the  Lord  Lieutenaat,  Ac, ;  and  in  oaae 
aay  person  shall  ofltond  in  the  premisei 
foiielt  and  pay  to  His  Majesty  fiir  ever] 
month  during  which  he  shall  remain  in  (be  United 
Kingdom  without  baring  delivered  such  notice  or 
statement  as  hereinbefore  required  the  sum  of  fifty 
poundi." 

Ho  (Lord  Camoys)  believed  that  when  the 
Act  was  first  paased,  there  were  some  few 
members  of  those  religious  bodies  who  took 
notice  of  these  clauses;  but  it  was  soon  found 
to  bo  a  dead  measure,  and  no  person  now 
thought  ofcomplying  with  them.  Everyone 
of  those  persona,  therefore,  was  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  501.  for  every  month  that  had 
passed  over  since  the  passing  of  the  Eman- 
cipation Act.  They  did  not  keep  the  Act 
upon  tbe  Statute-book  for  any  useful  pur- 
pose—no State  necessity  had  arisen  to  in- 
duce them  to  prosecute  for  the  purpose  of 
obtuning  those  penalties  ;  but  still,  it  was 
open  to  any  person  through  private  feeling 
— it  was  open  to  any  malevolent  person  to 
sue  for  those  penalties.  The  next  clause 
enacted — 

"  That  if  any  Jesuit  or  member  of  any  such  re- 
ligious ordor,  community,  or  society  as  aforesaid, 
sbnll,  afler  the  oomniencement  of  this  Act,  corns 
into  the  realm,  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  betag 
tbeteof  lawfully  oonvioCcd,  shall  be  sentenoed  and 
ordered  to  be  banished  from  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  term  of  his  natural  life." 

The  next  clause  directed — 

"  That  in  ease  any  natural-bom  subjeot  of  this 
realm,  being  at  the  time  of  the  oammenoenient  of 
this  Act  a  Jesuit,  or  other  member  of  any  luoh  re- 
ligious order,  oommunity,  or  society,  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  at  Che  time  of  the  commencement  of  this 
Act  be  out  of  the  realm,  it  shall  be  Uwful  for  such 
person  to  return,  or  to  come  iato  this  realm,  and 
npon  sooh  bis  retnm  or  ooming  into  this  realm 
he  is  hereby  required,  nithin  the  space  of  six 
months  after  his  first  returning  or  coming  into  the 
United  Kingdom,  to  deliver  such  notice  or  state- 
meat  to  (he  olsrk  of  the  peace,  Ac.,  for  tba  pur- 
pose of  being  so  registered  and  transmitted  sa 
bereinbafbre  direotod ;  and  in  ease  any  person 
shall  neglect  or  refiua  so  to  do,  he  shall  ibr  such 
offence  forfeit  and  pay  (o  His  Majesty,  for  every 
calendar  nonth  during  trtiieh  he  shall  remain  is 
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It  was  also  enacted  that  the  Sccrototy  of 
Statu  miglit  grant  licenaee  to  Buch  persons 
Doming  into  tbo  country  ;  but  if  the  person 
to  whom  auoh  license  was  granted  did  not 
leare  the  kingdom  within  a  certain  time 
after  the  termination  of  such  license,  he 
was  to  be  banished  for  the  term  of  his  natu- 
ral life.  The  33rd  Clause  declared  that, 
in  cue  any  Jesuit  or  member  of  anj  reli- 
gious society  should  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Act  admit  any  person  to  be- 
come a  member  of  such  order,  or  be  aiding 
or  consenting  thereto,  he  shonld  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misderaeanour,  and  in  Scotland 
punished  with  fine  and  imprisonment. 
fiy  the  34th  Clause  it  was  enacted,  that 
in  case  any  offender  under  tbe  Act, 
who  should  he  sontenced  and  ordered 
to  be  banished,  should,  after  the  end 
of  three  calendar  months  from  the  time 
such  sentence  had  been  pronounced,  be 
at  large  within  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  without  some  lawful  cause, 
every    such    offender    should    be    trans- 

Eorted  to  such  place  as  should  be  appointed 
yUis  Majesty,  for  the  term  of  his  natural 
life.  He  (Lord  Camoys)  might,  he 
thought,  well  ask  if  he  were  reading  a 
Relief  Act?  If  any  noble  Lord  had  como 
into  the  House  when  he  was  reading  those 
clauses,  and  had  not  known  that  they  were 
contained  in  the  lOth  George  IV.,  would 
he  not  rather  hare  supposed  that  they  be- 
longed to  some  Act  of  Parliament  passed 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  or  James,  than  to 
an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  more 
tolerant  days  of  the  nineteenth  century  ? 
If  those  clauses  had  been  to  he  found  in  on 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  two  hundred 
years  ago,  they  would  have  been  in  all 
probability  proposed  to  be  repealed  by 
the  Bill  of  his  noble  and  learned  Friend. 
He  thought  it  was  right  to  stoto,  when 
those  harsh  laws  were  made  against 
the  regular  clergy,  that  although  they 
had  often  in  that  House  heard  accusa- 
tions made  against  the  secular  clergy, 
especially  in  Ireland,  for  attending  pubfie 
meetings  and  becoming  agitators,  ho  never 
recollected  to  have  heard  any  accusation  of 
the  same  nature  made  against  the  regular 
clergy  in  England  or  Ireland ;  and  he  could 
say  with  truth  they  were  most  liked 
wherever  they  were  most  known.  If  the 
Catholics  alone  were  seeking  to  have  these 
clauses  repealed,  it  would  only  be  com- 
mon sense  and  justice  on  tbew  ^a.rt.    'ftoi 


who  were  consenting  to  tbe  repeal  of  thus 
clauses.  They  knew  from  the  Votes  of 
the  other  House,  that  a  Bill  hod  passed  t 
second  reading  in  that  House  by  a  Urg« 
majority,  which  contained  the  repeal  itf 
these  very  clauses.  That^ill  was  hrooglit 
in  by  three  Protestant  Gentlemen — it  vu 
passed  by  a  majority — Uembera  of  the 
Government  voted  for  it;  bnt  he  was  qoiu 
aware  of  this,  that  they  were  distinetly 
not  pledged  to  carry  in  Committee  that 
which  they  supported  on  the  second  read- 
ing. That,  he  thought,  was  sufficient  to 
Justify  him,  undertaking,  as  he  did,  to  re- 
present tbe  Catholic  public — that  wot  suf- 
ficient to  justify  bim  in  suggesting  to  lui 
noble  and  leamed  Friend  the  consideration! 
he  had  mentioned.  He  was  quite  aware  of 
the  humble  position  which  he  (Lmd 
Camoys)  occupied  in  their  Lord^pa' 
House.  He  kjiew  that  they  were  now 
dealing  with  a  great  question,  involring 
groat  constitutional  principles ;  and  there- 
fore he  thought  it  more  becoming  in  him  to 
offer  those  suggestions  to  his  noble  and 
leamed  Friend,  rather  than  originate,  either 
now  or  at  any  future  stage  of  the  Bill,  any 
substantive  proposition.  He  did  so  under 
the  conviction  that  if  his  suggestions  were 
well  founded,  and  if  his  conclusions  were 
correct,  and  derived  from  correct  premisee, 
he  might  safely  leave  this  matter  to  the 
justice  of  their  Lordships,  convinced  that  if 
they  could  bo  complied  with,  they  would 
bo  complied  with  without  hesitation.  Us 
thanked  their  Lordships  for  the  attention 
they  had  been  kind  enough  to  afford  him, 
and  he  begged  to  recommend  hia  suggest- 
ions to  his  noble  and  leamed  Friend. 

The  Bishop  of  EX&TER  said,  that  the 
noble  Lord  who  had  just  eat  down  had 
given  his  reasons  for  introducing  some  very 
important  additions  to  the  Bill  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack.  Now, 
in  the  first  place,  he  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter) 
begged  leave  to  say,  that  he  much  doubted 
if  there  could  be  any  such  additions  made 
as  bad  been  suggested.  What  was  this 
Bill  ?  This  Bill  was  confined  to  certain 
particulars,  and  did  not  profess  any  general 
pohcy.  Tboy  had  heard  a  general  principle 
announced  from  tbo  Woolsack  that  night ; 
but  the  Bill  centred  no  such  principle. 
It  was  a  remarkable  circumstance  attend- 
ing this  Bill — it  was,  in  one  respect,  abse- 
lutety  singular:  the  Bill  did  not  venture  to 
say  what  was  its  principle — it  bad  no  pre- 
amble, or  anything  that  would  guide  their 
\iO'cdft\u^«,  Qc   enable    them    to    i 


mou  sense  onujuBUce  on  loetr  ^an..      cwt  liOtw^u^ft,  qc   enaoie    tnem    to    oaoertajJi 
there  was  a  very  large  paity  noV  CaAiiioYiuX 'n^uA  '««&  'u&  -^fara.^.   '^tA^w^.i^uMKoJuxi^ 
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what  lui  noble  and  karoed  Fri«nd  had  sud 
of  the  principle  of  ihe  Bill>  when  he  intro- 
duced the  aeooad  reading  of  it  on  that 
night,  the  Bill  itaelf  juatified  no  auch  atate- 
ment ;  it  was  a  mere  series  of  Acts  of 
Parliament,  or  parts  of  Acts  of  Fariiament, 
•tuck  together  for  the  purpose  of  their 
being  repealed,  bat  without  its  being  said 
why  thej  were  to  be  repealed :  the  Bill 
itself  did  not  so  much  as  saj  that  it  was 
«zpedi«nt  to  repeal  them.  Tberefbre,  to 
introdaoe  more  of  ^ose  Acta  into  a  mea- 
mro  of  that  sort  did  seem  to  him  (the 
Bishop  of  Bieter]  to  be  doing  what  was 
not  in  accordance  with  the  strict  formalities 
of  their  Lordahtps*  proceedings.  With 
regard  to  the  ad£tions  themsdves,  which 
the  noble  Baron,  whether  regnlarlir  or  irre- 
golarly,  wished  to  introduce  into  the  Bill, 
he  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter]  thought  it  was 
a  matter  of  ybtj  little  importance :  it  was 
not  as  to  anj  want  of  regularitv  that  he 
had  to  Dompiain.  But  he  had  neard,  he 
most  confess,  with  astonislmient  and  pMn, 
that  thej  were  agun  to  have  those  matters 
ducnasad.  He  regretted  that  they  were 
retunting  to  the  ducuision  of  a  queitioo 
which  he  had  hoped,  aa  ho  believed  moat 
of  thttf  Lordships  had  also  hoped,  had 
been  set^ed  tor  erer.  He  was  in  hopes 
that  the  very  liboral  relief  given  by  tiiat 
Act  which  had  been  so  harshly  dealt  with 
that  night  by  Ihe  noble  Baron  (Lord  Ca- 
moys),  which  had  ^ven  to  him  the  honours 
of  his  family,  and  to  their  Lordships  the 
benefit  of  the  asuatance  of  that  noble  Lord, 
would  have  proTod  satisfactory;  and  he  was 
anrprised  to  find  that  the  very  small  re- 
etrunta  imposed  by  that  Statute  should  be 
objeoted  to.  The  noble  Baron  had  ren- 
tored  to  speah  of  the  extreme  seferitj  of 
that  legislation :  he  said,  if  any  person  had 
eome  into  their  Lordihips'  Honae  while  he 
waa  speaking,  and  heard  Mm  give  a  detail 
of  this  petty  logiBlation — for  that  was  the 
term  by  which  the  noble  Lord  had  charac- 
teriied  what  he,  nevertheless,  called  ex- 
treme Bererity — such  stranger  would  not 
think  that  they  were  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  bnt  would  rather  euppose  they 
were  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and  legis- 
lating in  the  spirit  of  the  times  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  and  King  James.  He  (the  Bi- 
■hop  of  Exeter)  must  say,  that  when  the 
soble  Baron  made  those  observations,  he 
must  have  forgotten  all  those  promises  of 
gntitade  and  thankfolneaa  which  they  were 
accDstomed  to  hear  before  the  passing  of 
that  Act,  and  which  they  continued  to  hear 
tor  Kme  time  afterwanb.     It  ihould  be 
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reoolleoted  that,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 


Elizabeth,  instead  of  a  penalty  of  501.,  the 
punishment  would  be  forfeiture  of  goods 
and  ohatteli  ;  instead  of  the  trifling  incon- 
venience that  was  given  to  those  persons 
by  the  Act  of  1829,  they  would  have  to 
endure  the  penalty  of  high  treason.  The 
extravagant  and  monatroui  crimes  attempt- 
ed in  Elizabeth  and  Jamos't  time,  drew 
down  this  tremendous  vengeance  on  the 
guilty  heads  that  threatened  so  much  mia- 
cbief  to  the  country;  and  if  similar  enor- 
mities were  no  longer  to  be  apprehended, 
these  enactments  might  justly  he  miti- 
gated. But  was  this  a  reason  why  they 
should  pve  up  the  protection  altogether 
against  those  acts  which  thej  still  deemed 
to  he  dangerous  ?  Was  notUng,  he  asked, 
to  be  done  because  they  were  not  still  to 
inflict  the  penalties  of  high  treason  and  the 
punishment  of  forfeiture  ?  Bnt  that  was 
not  all  the  noble  Lord  had  said.  He  had 
told  them  of  a  Bill  now  in  the  other  Houae 
containing  all  those  provisions,  which  had 
been  read  a  second  time,  with  the  fiill 
concurrence  of  the  first  Minister  of  the 
Crown.      He  threatened  them  with  the 

iiassing  of  that  Bill,  and,  therefore,  had 
orBootii  endeavoured  to  persuade  their 
Lordships  and  his  noble  Friend,  that  they 
ought  to  introduce  those  provisiona  into 
the  Bill  now  before  them.  But  he  would 
tell  him  that  if  there  was  one  argument 
stronger  than  another  why  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  should  not  introduce  those 
provisiona  into  his  Bill,  it  was  that  which 
the  noble  Baron  himself  had  given.  It 
appeared  that  a  Bill  was  passing  through 
the  other  House  which  contained  almost  all 
those  provisions,  He  heUeved  that  all  of 
them  were  included  in  that  Bill,  which  had 
now  received  a  second  reading  in  the  other 
House.  But  could  they  doubt  that  if  it 
should  como  at  all,  it  would  oome  to  their 
Lordships'  House,  shorn  of  those  particular 
provisions  which  the  noble  Baron  hoped 
they  would  introduce  into  this  Bill  ?  He 
(the  Bishop  of  Exeter)  should  not  hold  it 
possible  that  those  clauses  would  appear  in 
any  Bill  that  the  other  Bouse  should  send 
to  that  House  for  their  approbation.  He 
would  not  believe,  he  wouhl  say,  so  shame- 
^y  of  his  kind  as  to  suppose  that  the 
Prime  Minister  of  this  country,  who,  when 
he  passed  the  measure  of  1829,  had  de- 
clared that  if  thero  were  any  attempt*  made 
to  interfere  with  the  few  miserable  securi- 
ties that  were  ^ven,  such  attempts  should 
receive  his  sternest  resistance,  would  now 
be  a  Donaentiog  party  to  any  meaatuv  that 
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would  contain  Bueh  cI&umb  bs  those  which 
the  noble  Baron  propoeed  to  introduce, 
did  not  believe  it  possible — he  believed, 
the  contrary,  ho  would  indignantly  dlEclaim 
•ny  such  propositions  if  thejr  were  pressed 
upon  him.     lie  had,  it  Beemed,  co] 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
other  Uouae.     There  was  nothing  in  the 
Bill  that  would  preclude  it  from  being  read 
a  Mcond  time  ;  but  there  was  much  in  i' 
which  would  render  it  utterly  impossibli 
for  their  Lordshipe  to  pass  that  Bill,  if  i 
reached  them  in  its  original  shape,  and 
with  all  the  provisions  which  it  ori^nolly 
contained ;  and  which  would,  in  truth,  re- 

rul  the  few  securities  provided  by 
tatuto  of  1829.  He  (the  Bishop  of  Exe- 
ter) had  been  compelled  thus  to  allude  to 
parta  of  a  Bill  now  in  the  other  House,  by 
what  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  Baron. 
He  would  now  refer  to  one  clause  in  the 
Statute  of  1829,  which  had  excited  the 

rcial  wrath  of  that  noble  Baron;  namely, 
t  which  inflicted  a  penalty  of  lOQt.  on 
any  person  who  lud  claim  to  the  title  of 
archbishop  of  a  province,  or  bishop  of  a 
diocese,  except  those  persons  who  were  by 
law  entitled  to  do  so.  He  (the  Bishop  of 
Exeter)  should  he  very  frank  with  the 
noble  Baron  on  this  subject.  He  thought, 
instead  of  that  being  an  act  of  petty  legis- 
lation, that  it  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant character.  He  thought,  however, 
with  the  noble  Baron,  that  in  one  particular 
it  was  petty  legislation.  He  thought  it 
was  beneath  the  importance  of  the  matter 
with  which  Parliament  had  then  been  deal- 
ing, to  inflict  merely  a  penalty  of  100/.  on 
those  who  laid  claim  for  themselves  to  those 
titles.  He  thought  they  should  have  ex- 
tended the  penalty  to  all  persons  who  gave 
those  titles  to  them  in  any  way  that  would 
bear  the  character  of  asserting  the  right  of 
any  person  to  the  position  of  archbishop 
ni  any  province,  or  bishop  of  any  diocese, 
except  those  whom  the  law  of  the  land  re- 
eogniied  as  such  archbishops  and  bishops. 
.H«  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter]  would  not  wish, 
for  one,  that  any  enlarged  punishment 
■honld  be  inflicted  on  the  party  so  doing  ; 
but  he  thought  such  pecuniary  penalty 
should  be  inflicted  as  Parliament  should 
bave  thought  fit  to  adopt.  He  thought 
thoy  had  acted  moat  unprovidently  and 
incautiously  in  not  drang  so ;  for  when 
tiiey  forbore  to  inflict  upon  others  a  penalty 
for  giving  to  the  Romanists  in  England  or 
in  Ireland  the  style  or  title  of  archbishop 
or  biBhop,  they  did,  in  fact,  render  it  im- 
poaaible  to  oonvict  tha  indiTiduali  them- 
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selves  who  aasomed  those  titles,  because  it 
was  manifest  that  in  the  case  of  a  publican 
tion  in  a  newspaper  they  could  not  establish 
the  fact  against  the  party,  except  it  could 
be  actually  proved  that  the  manuscript  was 
put  into  the  printer's  hands  by  the  indivi- 
dual who  professed  to  have  written  it.  The 
mere  printing  of  a  letter,  signed  "John 
Tuam,"  in  the  Timai  newspaper,  would 
not  do ;  and  if  the  law  officers  proceeded 
against  the  newspaper  in  which  it  appeared, 
they  might  say  that  they  had  incurred  no 
penalty  for  putting  in  that  letter,  and  refuse 
to  give  up  the  author.  It  was  true  they 
might  be  forced  to  give  evidence  upon  trial 
by  a  subpcena ;  but  bo  that  so  or  not,  he 
must  say,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  extreme 
laxity  of  permitting  such  an  important  re- 
striction to  pass  with  eo  sUgfat  a  guard, 
that  they  had  been  told  that  night  by  the 
noble  Barou  that  the  provision  was  obso- 
lete. But,  with  respect  to  this  provision, 
he  had  said  that  it  was  important,  and  he 
would  tell  their  Lordships  why :  those  who 
introduced  it  into  the  Statute  were  actuated 
by  a  very  wise  motive — they  knew  very 
well,  and  the  noble  Lord  knew  very  wdl 
— no  person  in  that  House  knew  it  better — 
that  taere  could  not  be  two  bishops  of  a 
diocese.  [A  noble  Lord  :•  Hear,  hear!] 
He  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter)  rejoiced,  but 
was  not  surprised,  that  the  noble  Lord 
testified  by  his  cheers  his  assent  to  that 
principle.  [Lord  Cahots  ;  It  was  not  I 
that  cheered.]  Then,  if  the  noble  Lord 
disclaimed  that  cheer,  he  knew  that  the 
noble  Lord  waa  prevented  from  so  indicat- 
ing his  assent  by  feeling  bow  extremely 
awkward  the  admission  would  be.  He  de- 
fied him,  however,  to  deny  the  position  it- 
self. The  noble  Baron  knew,  aud  their 
Lordships  knew,  that  there  could  not  be 
two  bishops  of  a  see— they  knew  that  one 
individual  only  was  entitled  to  he  called 
bishop,  aud  that  ho  was  the  bishop  of  that 
see  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  persona. 
Therefore,  they  must  consider  the  Chureh 
in  which  he  was  bishop  as  the  Catholic 
Church  in  the  land;  and  those  who  churned 
the  title  of  bishop  for  any  individual  be- 
longing to  any  oUier  body  of  Christians  in 
the  land  were  thereby  pronounced  by  the 
Legislature  to  be  in  a  state  of  schism.  The 
importance  of  that  clause  could  not  be  too 
largely  estimated;  for  by  that  clause  in 
that  Statute  the  Legislature  declared  the 
Church  of  England  and  Ireland  to  be  the 
Catholic  Church  in  England  and  Ireland, 
and  the  Romanists  in  both  countries  to 
be  in  a  state  of  BchiAm.    The  noble  Baron 
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had  complMned  that  the  Roman  Catholio 
noblemeD  and  gentlemoa  in  this  country 
■boold  be  excluded  from  thj  right  of  pre- 
■entation  to  liviDgB.  He  said  there  were 
otber  bodies  differing  from  the  EBtabliahcd 
Church  who  were  not  prefented  from  exer- 
ciaiag  that  right.  Be  agreed  with  the 
noble  Lord,  that  this  was  an  anomslj — an 
anomaly,  however,  which,  if  removed  at 
all,  ought  to  be  removed,  not  by  giving  to 
Romtuiists  the  right  of  preaeatino 
fices  in  the  Church,  but  by  tol 
trust  from  all  others  who  were  i 
bera  of  the  Church.  For  ho  (the  Bishop 
of  Exeter)  begged  to  be  permitted  lo  say, 
that  all  patrons  of  Church  benefices  were, 
in  foct,  trustees  of  those  benefices  for  the 
Church  of  England;  and  he  would  aay  that 
the  law  could  not  regard  the  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  communion  as  fit 
persons  to  be  trustees  of  benefices  for  the 
Church  of  England.  He  felt  really  sur- 
prised the  noble  Lord  should  be  anxious  to 
exercise  such  a  privilege;  and  he  felt  as- 
tonished that  ho  ahould  consider  it  a  degra- 
dation to  be  precluded  from  exercising  it. 
He  (the  Biahop  of  Exeter)  thought  it  a 
gross  anomaly  in  the  law  of  the  Land  to 
permit  any  who  were  not  members  of  the 
Church  to  be  intrusted  with  the  sacred 
duty  of  appointing  its  pastors.  He  would 
now  make  some  reference  to  the  Bill  be- 
fore their  Lordships,  and  he  should  advert 
to  the  two  parts  which  alone  seemed  to 
him  to  call  for  observation — that  which  re- 
lates to  the  supremacy  of  the  Crown,  and 
that  which  deals  with  Papal  Bulls.  So 
tai  as  regarded  the  supremacy  of  the 
Crown,  their  Lordships  would  forgive  him 
if  he  reminded  them  that  that  was  not  the 
first  or  the  hundredth  time  at  which,  within 
the  walls  of  that  House,  the  question  of 
supremacy  had  been  discussed  :  it  hod 
been  there  diacuased  from  the  veiy  earliest 
tunes.  This  Statute  went  to  remove  all 
penalties  for  extolling  the  supremacy  of 
the  Pope — as  exercised  when  ?  In  the 
tuneteeuth  century  ?     No;  but  in  all  times 

Preceding  the  times  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
bey  were  gravely  told  that  they  should 
no  longer  make  it  penal  to  set  forth  and 
extol  ue  papal  supremacy  to  the  utmost 
extent  to  which  Hildebrand  and  Innocent, 
or  any  other  of  the  most  despotic  and 
usurping  Popes,  had  ever  presumed  to 
carry  it.  But  even  at  this  day  the  supre- 
macy of  the  Pope  was  spoken  of,  and  went 
to  the  most  frightful  extent;  and  if  they 
permitted  themselves  to  make  it  no  longer 
penal  in  any  degree  lo  extol  that  snpre- 
VOL.  LIXXV.     {™i} 
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macy,  they  must  prepare  themselves  for 
another  religious  war.  He  beUcvcd  that 
nothing  short  of  that  could  happen  if  their 
Lordships  should  be  prevailed  upon  to  moko 
it  DO  longer  In  any  measure  penal  to  extcJ 
the  supremacy  of  the  Pope.  Thwr  Lord- 
ships were  aware  that,  two  years  ago,  they 
had  been  asked  to  repeal  this  Statute,  so 
far  as  would  affect  the  penalties  of  high 
treason  and  premunire,  and  he  would  he 
he  very  glad  to  concur  in  any  mitigation 
of  the  penalties;  but  two  years  ago  their 
Lordships  deliberately  re-enacted — inas- 
much as  they  saved  that  part  that  enacted 
— the  forfeiture  of  goods  and  chattels  for 
extollingtheaupremacyof  the  Pope.  There- 
fore he  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter)  hoped 
that  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  would 
reconsider  this  part  of  his  Bill,  and  be 
contented  with  mitigating  that  penalty. 
But  in  order  that  they  might  the  better 
know  the  matter  on  which  they  were  in- 
vited to  legislate,  he  (the  Bishop  of  Bxeter) 
would  quote  from  a  Roman  Catholic  au- 
thority to  show  what  the  supremacy  of  the 
Pope  really  was.  He  was  now  speaking 
of  Queen  Elisabeth's  time;  but  the  au- 
thority to  which  he  referred — ^Bellarmine— 
flourished  chiefly  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
He  stated  the  several  doctriaes  that  were 
held  with  respect  to  the  supremacy  of  the 
Pope.  It  was  his  own  opmion,  which  he 
declared  to  be  also  the  common  opinion, 
that  the  Pope  bad  not  directly  any  tempo- 
ral power;  but  then  die  Pope  hod  indirectly 
all  power  whatever  in  temporal  matters. 
He  said,  that  if  the  management  of  tem- 
poral affairs  appeared  to  be  prejudicial  to 
spiritual  ends,  the  spiritual  power  could 
and  ought  to  coerce  the  temporal.  The 
Pope,  he  said,  had  the  supreme  authority  of 
disposingof  the  temporal  things  of  all  Chris- 
tians,  of  deposing  kings,  and  restoring  king- 
doms, not  as  an  ordinary  judge,  but  as  the 
supreme  spiritual  power;  he  could  net 
ordinarily  establish  temporal  laws,  but  he 
could  do  these  things  if  the  kings  them- 
selves would  not.  He  (the  Bishop  of  Ex- 
eter) wonld  remind  their  Lordships  that 
even  in  their  own  times — he  meant  in  the 
times  of  those  who,  like  himself,  were  old 
enough  to  remember  these  things — they 
had  seen  thia  power  of  deposing  kings  in- 
directly  brought  into  action.  They  would 
recollect  that,  at  the  time  when  Napoleon 
possessed  the  crown  of  Fraace,  the  P(m 
entered  into  a  concordatum  with  him,  by 
which  he  bound  himself  to  maintun  the 
new  ecclesiastical  code  in  that  country, 
and  by  which  be  caUed  npon  the  bishops 
2T 
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m  that  country,  who  had  Bwom  Kllc^aiice 
to  Louis  XVIII.,  to  obey  t^t  code;  and 
by  one  stroke  of  his  pen,  he  (the  Bishop 
of  Exeter)  would  not  Bay  eitinguiahed 
eightj  or  one  hundred  bisbopH,  but  pro- 
fcased  to    "  -  .1    ^  -    i 


>  diapoBe  of  their  aees,  becAOBe 
they  refused  to  transfer  their  allegiance 
from  Louis  XVIIL  to  Napoleon,  at  bia 
(the  Pope's)  command.  But  the  thing  did 
not  even  rest  there;  for  one  of  the  most 
liberal  of  all  (be  adTooates  for  the  relief  of 
the  RomaniatB  in  this  country,  Hr.  Charlea 
Sutler,  absolutely,  and  in  print,  affirmed 
that  to  be  right.  He  addroased  those  of 
the  French  bishops  who,  in  this  countir, 
were  ezclaiming  agunat  the  act  of  the 
Fope  as  an  unbeard-of  tyranny,  and  told 
them  that  they  were  honnd  by  the  princi- 
ple of  their  own  Church  to  acknowledge 
that  authority  of  the  Pope,  tbatdominicum 
alttim  (such  were  Mr.  Butler's  own  words) 
which  in  extreme  cases  did  enable  him  to 
do  what  Fius  VII.  did,  namely,  to  trans- 
fer the  allegiance  of  a  whole  kingdom 
from  Louis  XVIII.  to  Napoleon.  This 
he  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter)  conceired  ^- 
nished  a  sufficient  ground  for  caution  on 
their  part,  and  Bbould  induce  them  not  to 
permit  any  person,  by  writing  or  speaking, 
to  affirm,  extol,  or  aet  forth  the  Bpiritiul 
jurisdiction  of  tho  Pope.  He  (the  Bishop 
of  Exeter)  apprehended — and  he  put  tliia 
propoaition  with  the  utmost  deference  and 
respect  to  their  Lordships — that  if  this 
Statute  were  passed,  removing  the  only 
statutable  penalty  for  extolling  the  power 
of  tho  Pope,  it  would  bo  difficult  to  main- 
tun  an  indictment  against  any  person  for 
domg  so.  He  would  put  this  question  to 
their  Lordships:  was  it  fit  that  such  an 
important  class  of  doctrinca  as  were  in- 
cluded in  the  extolling  of  tho  spiritual  bu- 
premacj  of  the  Pope  were  at  once  to  be 
cleared  away  from  their  Statute-hook;  and 
were  they  to  do  that  with  a  alur  on  the 
Statute  containing  them  ?  He  (the  Bishop 
of  Exeter)  Tentured  to  state  to  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  that  he  would  find,  he 
believed,  all  his  right  rev.  Friends  as  ready 
aa  ho  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter)  should  be  to 
support  him  in  introducing  any  measure  of 
reuef  to  Romanists,  which  would  be  coa- 
natent  with  such  an  efficient  mode  of  affirm- 
ing the  supremacy  of  the  Crown  in  this 
country  as  should  secure  an  adequate  pen- 
alty agunst  any  person  for  asserting  the 
contrary.  However  generous  and  hberal 
the  intentions  of  this  Bill  might  he,  if  it 
irere  permitted  to  pass  t^eii  Lor^Wa' 
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must  be  contented  to  bear  what  he  eonU 
not  but  regard  as  a  weU-^leserved  reproach; 
and  they  would  hare  no  right  to  monnnt 
if  the  country  considered  them  to  hare 
acted  most  erroneously  and  most  reprdics- 
Bibly  in  removing  penalties,  the  enstonee 
of  which  had  been,  by  meu  as  wiie,  at 
patriotic,  as  good  fri^ids  to  religious  li- 
berty, and  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
people,  as  the  ablest  and  moat  liberal  of 
the  noble  Lords  whom  he  saw  around  him, 
judged  neceasaiy  for  the  dignity  of  tbe 
Crown,  the  safety  of  the  Church,  and  tha 


well-being  of  tbe  people. 

Lord  BEAUMONT  concnrred  with  Ui 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Camoys)  in  thinkiiw 
the  noble  and  learned  Loi^  on  the  Woof 
sack  deserved  tbe  thanks  of  the  Caliudici 
of  thiB  country  for  having  introduced  the 
BiQ  now  tinder  discussion.  That  BiD  he 
did  not  believe  to  be  fraught  with  any  such 
dangermis  consequences  as  the  ri^t  rer. 
Prelate  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter)  appeared  to 
anticipate  so  painfully,  and  he  Would  ac- 
cord in^y  pve  it  his  hearty  anpporL 
When  he  (Lord  Beaumont)  introduced  u 
a  former  Session  a  Bill  somewhat  rimilar 
in  its  object  to  tbe  present,  he  consulted 
many  persons  of  learning  and  authority  ai 
to  the  effect  which  it  was  likely  to  nave 
upon  the  doctrine  of  die  supremacy  <rfthfl 
Crown  in  this  country,  ana  it  was  prayed 
to  hia  clear  satisfaction  that  no  danger  on 
this  score  was  at  all  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  measure,  inasmuch  aa  that  the 
supremacy  of  the  Crown  being  a  fact,  the 
abolition  of  punishment  for  denying  that 
fact  could  not  io  any  way  affect  the  fact 
itself.  It  was  on  this  understanding  that 
he  introduced  his  Bill,  it  being  clearly  evi- 
dent that  tho  question  of  the  supremacy  of 
the  Crown  was  not  touched,  and  never 
could  bo  touched  by  the  repeal  of  the  Sta- 
tutes whicb  it  was  in  contemplation  to  re- 
scind. He  was  not  stirpriaed  tiiat  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  should  hare  experienced  some 
difficulty  in  reconciling  his  desire  for  tolera- 
tion with  his  apprehensions  rcBpecling  (be 
perfect  security  of  our  institutions;  inaa- 
mtich  as  the  Roman  Catholic  church  in 
this  country  was  placed  in  a  totally  different 
position  from  that  which  it  held  in  other 
BuropeBU  States;  and  the  wholesome  con- 
trol which  tbe  State  in  Catholic  countries 
exercised  in  respect  to  tho  conduct  of  the 
clergy,  and  their  communication  with  Some, 
was  neither  claimed  or  allowed  in  this  coun- 
try. The  absence  of  this  power  in  the  Go- 
f ftTametv\. 'oii^X'VQiWA  \Wv«y.  Prelate  to 
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were  nectesBaiy  as  Habstitntea  for  the  di- 
rect iDterfeTenoo  of  the  EiecntiTe;  but  a 
little  reflectioa  would  abow  him  that  these 
^prehensions  were  wholly  unfounded. 
Tha  difficnltj  that  preeeitted  itself  in  tiiis 
case  resulted  altogether  from  the  anoma- 
lons  poBition  in  wbich  England  was  placed 
with  respect  to  her  foreign  diplomaoj,  bj 
revising  to  do  what  all  other  countries  in 
Europe,  eren  Turkej  included,  had  done 
— titan^lf,  to  put  herself  in  relation  with 
Rome.  Hnoh  miBconception  and  much 
Dnfoanded  apprehension  nad  arisen  from 
the  oxaggerated  statements  wbich  bod 
been  made  In  rarious  quarters  respecting 
Hie  supremacy  of  the  Pope.  This  question 
was,  in  truth,  to  bo  judged  of,  not  bj  re- 
ference to  past  dogmas,  but  to  present  po- 
licy; for  eTer^  one  who  bad  erer  been  at 
Rome  knew  tiist  the  Pope  never  revoked 
nor  rescltided  any  bygone  bull  or  procla- 
mation, no  matter  how  much  it  might  be 
disapproved  of  subsequentlj  to  its  publica- 
tion. New  bulls  of  a  different  character 
might  be  put  forward;  but  it  was  well 
known  that  no  bull  once  issued  was  ever 
rescinded,  and  it  was,  therefore,  quite 
Tisionory  to  base  an  abjection  to  the  mea- 
snrenow  under  consideration 00  any  grounds 
haling  reference  to  any  ancient  manifestoes 
of  the  See  of  Rome.  The  question  was  one 
which  in  itself  appertained  not  to  the  dog- 
mas or  religion  u  the  Church  of  Rome, 
but  to  its  policy.  It  was  no  portion  of  the 
religious  belief  of  a  Roman  Catbohc  that 
the  Pope  possessed  any  power  to  depose 
princes;  and  he  (Lord  Beaumont),  as  a  Ro- 
man Catholic,  emphatically  denied  that  out 
of  the  Papal  dominions  the  Pope  possessed 
any  authority  to  depose  or  displace  any 
potentate  whatsoerer,  or  any  person  in  au- 
thority. This  being  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  what  possible  necessity  could  there 
be  for  retainmg  on  the  Statute-book  enact- 
ments, having  for  their  object  the  infliction 
of  penalties  on  those  who  attempted  to  set 
up,  affirm,  or  ettot  the  aupromocy  of  the 
Pope  !  If  it  was  a  doctrinal  point  in  the 
faiUi  of  Catholics  that  the  Pope  possessed 
the  Dower  of  deposing  priacea,  nobody 
coula  fulfil  the  religion  of  a  Catholic  who 
did  not  hold  the  doctrine;  yet  where  wa 
the  Catholic  who  held  any  smch  belief 
There  was  a  wide  difference  between  mat- 
ters of  faith  and  matters  of  discipliuL  ._ 
policy.  The  former  were  immutable,  and 
unchanged  must  ever  remain;  while  the 
latter  varied  with  the  times  or  disposition 
of  the  monarchs  of  the  day.  The  anathe- 
masf  bulls,  and  luorpatioiu  of  temporal 


power  were  part  of  a  temporary  policy,  with 
regard  to  which  any  Catholic  might  use 
or   form  an    independent  judgment.     No 

ble  man  could  now-a-days  defend  the 
past  history  of  Rome,  or  the  use  the 
Popes  made  of  tiieir  power.  He  pro- 
tested  against  the  extent  to  which  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  sought  to  carry  the  mean- 
ing of  the  phrase  "supremacy  of  the 
Pope;"  and  no  agMA  denied  that  the  re* 
peal  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  punish  ft 
person  for  denying  the  fact  of  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Crown,  could  affect  in 
any  way  the  fact  itself.  Ho  could 
not  see  what  good  or  valid  reason  there 
could  be  for  retaining  on  the  Statute- 
book  the  Act  of  the  13th  of  Elizabeth. 
At  the  period  of  its  enactment  it  might 
have  been  necessair — nay  more,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  then 
called  for,  by  the  audacious  act  of  Piui 
V.  in  not  only  excommunicating  Queen 
Elisabeth,  but  "  thundering  damnation" 
against  her;  but  in  the  present  state  of 
society,  and  in  the  present  condition  of 
EurOTie  the  law  was  totally  unnecessarj, 
and  the  sooner  it  was  rescinded  the  better. 
Let  them  look  at  the  state  of  society  on  the 
Continent,  the  progress  of  learning,  the 
spirit  of  independence  afoot,  and  the  liberal 
views  of  Icadmg  statesmen,  and  then  ask 
themselves  if  there  was  any  chance  of  seeing 
revived  the  ancient  thraldom  in  which  the 
Vatican  held  men's  minds,  or  any  danger 
proceeding  from  so  prostrate,  so  ridiculous, 
orsodespiBedaGoTemmentasthatofRomei 
She  depended  for  eiiatcnce  on  the  breath 
of  Austria,  and  was  hated  bjherown  people. 
The  time  had  fully  arrived  when  not  only 
all  penal  statutes  (d  this  nature  should  be 
finally  blotted  from  the  Statute-book,  bnt 
when  England  ought  to  place  herself  on  a 
footing  with  the  other  CTilightened  Govern- 
ments of  Europe,  by  adopting  some  mea- 
sure with  a  view  of  doing  away  with  the 
anomaly  which  she  now  presented,  of  being 
the  only  country  in  Europe  not  in  regular 
communication  with  Rome.  Treat  Rome  aa 
you  treat  Florence,  Lncea,  or  Parma;  put 
the  Popo  on  the  same  footing  as  any  other 
petty  prince  in  Italy;  and  do  not  continue 
a  system  of  hostility  which  was  only  suited 
to  the  day  of  bis  greatness,  now  that  ho 
has  &llea,  from  his  own  weakness,  into 
general  neglect. — The  noble  Lord  having 
again  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  the  introduction  of  the 
measure,  declared  that  be  would  with  the 
utmost  confidence  leave  in  the  hands  of 
that  noble  penooage  the  task  of  bringing 
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in  another  Bill  for  the  repoal  of  such  other 
penal  Btatutes  as  still  remained  unre- 
■cinded,  nut  being  tonchcd  by  the  pre- 
Bent  measure;  and  concluded  by  etating 
that  it  would  afford  bim  great  pleasure  to 
support  the  Bill  now  under  tbeir  Lordihipg' 
conBideration. 

Lord  COLCHESTER  could  not  agree 
with  the  opinion  erpressed  by  his  noble 
Friend,  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Pope 'a  su- 
premacy in  temporal  matters  baring  been 
given  up.  He  feared  rery  much  that  the 
Uieory  still  remained  dormant,  and  that  it 
WHS  a  matter  of  discretion  with  the  Pope 
U  to  the  expediency  of  reducing  it  to  prac- 
tice. The  Pope  had  not  interfered  of 
late  days  in  the  lemporal  affairs  of  Spun, 
Italy,  Portugal,  or  Germany;  but  the  rea- 
son woe,  that  he  feared  that  by  so  doing 
he  might  not  be  promoting  the  interests 
of  the  Church.  Considering  the  clianges 
which  were  now  going  on,  and  the  desire 
which  the  clergy  msjufeated  of  retaining 
power  in  their  hands — and  he  need  not  go 
to  the  Church  of  Rome  for  that  manifestA- 
tion — he  thought  that  great  caution  ought 
to  be  eiercisetl  in  a  question  of  this  kind. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  regretted  that  this 
measure  had  not  been  compressed  into  one 
Bill,  as  the  CommiBsionera  had  recom- 
mended; or  that  at  all  events  the  noble 
ftnd  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  had  not 
introduced  the  law  with  regard  to  oaths, 
which  was  much  more  important  than  the 
supremacy  of  the  Pope,  or  the  publication 
of  bulls,  and  was  even  more  disgraceful  to 
ib%  SUtute-book.  The  BiU  as  it  stood 
flhouhl  receive  his  most  cordial  support. 
He  was  by  no  roeana  disposed  to  wish  that 
greater  facilities  should  be  given  for  the 
establiehment  of  regular  orders  and  nun- 
aeriea  here  than  in  France  and  other  Ro- 
man Catholic  countries,  of  which  ther« 
might  be  danger,  unless  that  were  done 
vlnch  he  strongly  urged  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, a  concordat  entered  into  with  the 
Pope.  It  was  very  doubtful  to  him  whe- 
ther diplomatic  intercourse  was  prohibited 
by  tlie  Act  of  Settiement;  but,  at  all 
events,  he  thought  steps  ought  to  be  taken 
to  establish  that  connexion. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR,  in  reply, 
itid,  that  as  to  the  sirpremacy  of  the  Pope, 
one  of  the  right  rev.  Prelates  had  thought 
it  adrisablo  that  the  opinion  of  the  Judges 
should  be  taken  on  the  subject;  but  he 
thought  the  question  too  clear  to  render 
that  necessary.  He  had  arranged,  how- 
ever, with  the  right  rev.  Prelate,  tliat  the 
opmion  of  one  of  those  learned  persoiUi  of 
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very  high  authority,  should  be  taken. 
That  had  been  done;  be  hod  handed  that 
opinion  to  the  right  rev.  Prelate  early  in 
the  evening,  and  it  was  decisive  on  the 
subject.  As  to  the  importation  of  bulls, 
there  was  no  such  Act  of  Parliament  in 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  and  no  evil  consC' 
qnence  had  ever  been  felt.  Did  not  that 
show  that  all  this  terror  was  imaginary— 


the  result    of   ingenious  t 


Jes  ?      He 


!  suggcs- 


would  take  into  consideration  the 
tions  which  had  been  made 
of  the  discussion,  and  would  exert  himself 
to  meet  them,  as  far  as  was  possible,  con- 
sstently  with  the  efficacy  of  the  measure. 

BiU  read  2'. 

House  adjourned. 
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(Irdud)  AeO^-By  Colouj  fTbomu  Wood,  t\ 
dtmoflbe  Poor  oriteEdmoatoa  Union,  te  AltoiUoD 
«f  IhaUirof  So  ' 


POST-OFHCE  IRREGULARITIES. 

Caitair  J.  C.  VIVIAN  begged  to  ask 

the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Secretaiy 
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to  the  TreMtuT  whetlier  he  irer«  awaro 
of  th«  greatir  increaMng  irregnkritieB  in 
the  Gener^  Poat  OfSce,  more  eipeciallj'  ia 
the  despatch  of  the  mommg  mails  i  From 
aD  parte  of  the  coontiy  great  complaints 
were  received  of  the  constant  and  nntner- 
ona  mistakes  that  occoired,  owing,  in  a 

Ct  measure  to  the  irregularities  in  the 
)ral  Post  Office.  A  friend  of  his,  who 
lived  about  five  hours'  diBtance  from  Lon- 
don, complained  of  the  frequent  mistakes 
in  the  despatch  of  his  newspapers,  which 
■ometimes  did  not  arrive  nntil  fortj-eight 
hours  after  thej  were  sent,  having  mean- 
while made  a  little  journey  on  their  own 
account  over  the  han  of  England.  His 
friend  had  written  to  Hr.  Smith,  the 
largest  newa-agent  in  England,  complain- 
ing of  the  delay,  and  had  received  the  aa- 
nirance  that  his  newspers  had  been  regu- 
larly posted  in  time  for  the  morning  maile. 
He  would  read  Hr.  Smith's  letter  : — 

■■  193,  Stnnd,  London,  April  30,  IB46. 
"  Sir — Itmtorrjta  u.jttiM.tjttjgnt,taegftet 
soliU  in  the  Genenl  Foat  Office,  ud  that  it  ia  not 
■t  bU  UDiuiul  for  one  or  two  of  the  woks  (holding 


lug  deipatob,  because  (the;  nj)  thoj  have  not  a 
■uSelCDt  nomber  of  aortan  to  perform  the  dutle* 

Duind.  Bundle!  of  na«ip*pen,  uldreaied  in 
t  to  newi-rooiiM  and  newapsper  igenta  in  the 
eountry  ia  eorted  and  fbnruded,  u  they  are 
euilr  picked  oat,  and  neglect  wonld  otoaiion  ge- 
nenl oonpUint ;  bnt  gentlemen  who  oal;  teke  ■ 
dngle  peper  ue  frequenllr  diuppointed,  and,  ge- 
nerellj  the  newuoui  who  nipplioe  them  ii  bluried 
Ibr  the  iDcoQTenieDM,  Ibr  wbioh  ho  ie  not  at  all 
annnnble,  and  which  he  cannot  prerent.  Mf 
■iraogemenle  are  auoh  that  I  never  nil  to  poit  m; 
papers  in  time  fbr  the  moming  maila,  a*  I  aend 
large  qoantitiee  hj  rail  two  boura  befbra  the  Foat 
Offloe  olosea,  and,  baviiig  the  largeat  barineia  in 
the  tntda,  I  am  alao  eerred  flrat  hj  the  diflerent 
newspaper  ofkea.  I  trust  joa  will  tUak  it  worth 
fonr  while  t«  miUe  a  oomidaiBt  to  the  FostBSiter 
General  or  the  Lords  of  the  Treaenrj,  aa  I  have 
Lad  frequent  communicatioas  with  Colonel  Ma- 
berlj  on  the  subject  without  obtaininj;  eren  s  pro- 
miie  of  greater  regularitf  and  attention. — I  am, 
Ur,  nnr  nutt  obedient  eerrant, 

"  W.  H.  Smith." 
ThoD^  be  had  never  been  in  direct  com- 
tnnnication  with  Colonel  Maberly,  he  nn- 
deratood  that  any  complabt  Teceived  his 
immediate  attention.  But  the  mistakes 
eootinoed,  and  it  was  evident  there  w 
bad  system  KMuewhere  ;  Nther  there 
not  a  sufficient  number  of  sorters,  or  there 
was  some  other  cause  at  work.  He 
Seved  the  irregtdarities  in  the  delivery  of 
letters  and  newspapers  were  in  a  great 
meaaure  owing  to  the  Directory ;  and  he 
begged  to  ask  whether  the  attention  of 
Qorenuaeal  had  been  directed  ta  tlie  roh- 


ject,  with  a  view  to  render  the  inconveni- 
ence to  the  public  less  frequent  ? 

Hb.  card  well  was  prepared  to  hear 
there  were  irregularities  in  the  despatch  of 
newspapers  by  the  morning  mtuls,  but  not 
in  respect  of  letters.  He  was  prepared  to 
answer  the  complaint  of  the  hou.  Member 
as  to  newspapers.  He  was  aware  that 
complaints  were  made  of  the  irregularities 
now  taking  place  in  tiie  morning  mails  ; 
but  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  believe 
that  in  the  majority  of  instances  those  irre- 
goUrities  were  the  fault  of  the  Post  Office. 
They  were,  however,  at  present  the  subject 
of  careful  inquiry  at  the  Post  Office.  The 
reason,  he  believed,  was  the  great  increase 
in  the  circulation  of  the  London  daily  pa- 
pers during  the  last  few  months.  From  a 
return  that  had  been  prepared,  it  appeared 
that  the  number  of  newspapers  sent  by  the 
morning  mails  (as  we  understood]  was  now 
729,000  per  week.  A  great  increase  had 
also  taken  place  in  the  bulk  of  the  newa- 
papera.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  copy  of 
one  of  the  daily  jonmals  as  it  was  sent 
through  the  post.  Let  the  House  think  of 
729,000  such  packete  traveUing  through 
the  General  Post  Office,  StiU,  he  re- 
peated, he  did  not  believe  that  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances  the  irregularities  were 
connected  with  the  Post  Office.  Many 
newspapers  were  posted  without  covers ; 
some  were  misdirected;  others  imperfectly 
directed ;  and  numbers  were  sent  at  the 
last  minute.  The  increase  in  the  number 
sent  by  the  morning  mails  was  the  leading 
cause  of  the  inconvenience  for  which  the 
Post  Office  was  responsible,  and  the  follow- 
ing measures  were  being  resorted  to :  an 
enlargement  of  the  building;  some  new 
machinery  was  about  being  brought  into 
operation,  and  an  additional  number  of 
persons  were  appointed  for  the  discharge  of 
the  increasbg  duties.  So  far  as  Hinistera 
or  the  Post  Office  were  concerned,  the 
House  might  rely  that  everything  would  be 
done  to  remedy,  ih  future,  the  inconveni- 
ences compluned  of.  He  (Mr.  Cardwell) 
was  in  constant  communication  with  the 
Post  Office  authorities,  and  every  circum~ 
stance  that  impeded  the  efficiency  of  the 
General  Post  Office  was  brought  under  his 
notice  by  them.  That  deportment  of  the 
public  service,  he  knew,  desired  and  endea- 
voured to  discharge  their  duties  properly. 

UK.  W.  SMITH  O'BRIEN  SERVING  ON 

COMMITTEES. 

Mk.  ESTCOURT  said,  that  before  ha 

proceeded  to  more  the  Order  of  the  Daj 
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for  refloming  the  adjonroed  debate  respect- 
ing the  refusal  of  the  hon,  Uember  for 
Limerick  to  serve  on  a  R&ilway  Committee, 
he  miKbt  be  allowed  to  express  his  earnest 
hope  Uiat  that  hon.  Gentleman  had  autho- 
rized some  Friend  to  make  a  commnnica- 
tion  to  the  House  on  his  behalf. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  resuming  the 
Adjourned  Debate  was  then  read,  and  the 
Question  again  pat — 

"ThatW.S.  O'Brien, 
ty  of  a  conUmpt  of  this 

(pfice,  eoDimitlml  to  tbe  Cnitod;  of  tjie  Serjeut- 
•t-Aiini  aUendinf  thii  HouM,  duriag  tbe  plea- 
■ure  of  the  House,  snd  that  Hr.  Speaker  do  uwe 
hii  wartant  accordiogly." 

Mb.  E.  B.  ROCHE  :  It  wiU  be 
recollection  of  the  Honse,  that  towards  the 
conclusion  of  the  debate  on  Tnesday, 
was  my  duty  to  come  down  from  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Limerick  {Mr.  W. 
S.  O'Brien),  and  on  his  behalf  to  conrey  a 
certain  intimation  to  the  House.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  R.  Peel),  act- 
ing, I  must  admit,  in  a  most  fair  and  ami- 
cable spirit,  thought  well  not  to  receive 
that  iatunation,  but  to  give  my  bon. 
Friend  forty-eight  honrs  for  consideration, 
during  which  he  might  determine  what 
course  he  would  pursue.  How,  Sir,  ray 
hon.  Friend  complains — and,  as  far  as  I 
lim  concerned,  I  think  bis  complaint  is 
just — that  he  has  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  fairly  and  distinctly  to  the 
House  the  position  in  which  he  is  placed, 
and  the  reasons  which  have  induced  him 
to  adopt  a  certain  line  of  conduct.  I  do 
not  state  what  course  my  hon.  Friend  will 

eirsue  to-night.  I  have  only  to  ask  the 
ouse,  cither  by  Motion,  or  in  any  other 
manner  consistent  with  its  forms,  diat  my 
hon.  Friend  may  be  allowed  to  attend  in 
his  place  or  at  the  bar,  to  explain  to  the 
House  the  reasons  which  have  led  bim  to 
take  the  course  he  has  hitherto  pursued, 
and  which  influence  him  in  adopting  the 
oourse  of  action  he  intends  to  follow.  It 
is  true  I  may  bo  asking  tbe  Honse  to  take 
a  course  not  iu  consonance  with  its  ordi- 
nary ndes  and  regulations;  hut  I  am  sure, 
when  I  appeal  to  the  House  on  behalf  of 
an  bon.  Gentleman  wbo  stands  in  the  pain- 
Ail  position  of  being  sustained  by  scarcely 
any  individual  in  this  assembly,  and  of 
adopting  a  course  of  action  which  is  not 
supported  even  by  thoae  who  usually  act 
with  him  on  all  public  questions,  that  the 
House  will  bo  disposed  to  give  a  farourable 
consideration  to  tbe  request  I  now  have  to 
make.    Although  that  request  may  not  be 
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in  strict  consonance  with  the  cnstomfl  tJti 
regulations  of  the  House,  yet,  I  trust  that 
the  House,  in  a  spirit  of  justice  and  fair- 
noBs,  and  influenced  by  a  desire  to  offwd 
^ir  play  to  all  parties,  will  indulgently  and 
^dly  grant  my  bon.  Friend  pcrmiaaiiHi 
to  appear  before  them.  I  have  simply  to 
move,  "  That  Mr.  W.  6.  O'Brien  be  beard 
in  his  place." 

Un.  HUME  said:  I  apprehend,  if  the 
Motion  of  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr. 
E.  B.  Roche]  is  not  contrary  to  the  mlea 
and  customa  of  the  House,  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  acceding  to  it.  I,  for  one, 
should  be  most  happy  to  assent  to  it, 
though  I  am  anxious  to  raaintain  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  House-  I  think,  when 
a  request  is  made  in  the  manner  in  which 
this  has  been  preferred  by  tbe  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cork,  we  ought  to  comply  vrith  it, 
provided  we  can  do  so  without  any  mate- 
rial infringement  of  our  rules. 

Mb.  R.  YORKE  :  I  apprehend  that  if 
yea  intend  to  proceed  in  conformity  with 
the  rules  of  tbe  House,  it  will  be  utterly 
and  entirety  impossible  to  grant  the  request 
of  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Cork. 

Mb.  O'CONNELL  :  My  bon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Limerick  was  dissatisfied  with 
the  manner  in  which  I  put  liis  case  to  the 
House.  He  docs  not  tbink  I  argued  the 
merits  as  I  ought  to  have  argued  thena, 
and  he  conceives  that  at  tbe  present  mo. 
ment  he  is  really  unheard. 

Sir  R.  FEEL  :  I  tbink  I  have  proved 
my  desire  to  relax  the  strict  rules  of  the 
House  in  this  ease,  so  far  as  any  relaxa- 
tion can  be  properly  and  consistently  al- 
lowed. As  far  as  my  private  feelings  are 
oonceroed,  I  am  desirous  that  those  rules 
should  be  relaxed.  But,  in  the  position  I 
occupy,  I  owe  a  doty  to  the  House;  and  I 
tbink  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
wo  should  consider  how  far  it  is  consistent 
with  the  established  precedents  and  cus- 
toms of  this  House,  and  tbe  principles 


upon 

wliich  those  precedents  are  founded — which 
are  much  more  important  tiian  a  mere  pe- 
dantic obserrance  of  precedents — to  assent 
to  the  Motion  of  tbe  bon.  Member  for  Cork. 
I  must  remind  that  hon.  Gentleman  that 
an  opportunity  was  afforded  to  tbe  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  of  stating  why  he 
had  declined  to  obey  the  Ordns  of  the 
House' ;  for  I  distinctly  recollect  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brien)  rose 
and  said,  that  although  such  an  opportn- 
afibrded  him,  he  did  not  desire  to 
aviul  himself  of  it,  because  his  reasrais 
were  already  upon  record  in  the  printed 


.Cookie 
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Correipondence  on  tlie  Table  of  the  Honiei 
ftnd  to  the  reuons  aJleged  in  that  ootre- 
Bpondence,  he  muBt  refer  for  an  expUnation 
of  the  groimdi  on  which  be  had  acted. 
But  this  does  not  rest  upon  my  own  recol- 
lection. I  find  tluB  entry  in  the  Votes  and 
Proeeedings  of  tbe  House  : — 

"  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  btlu*  in  U*  plaos,  and 
haring  been  c&lled  upon  b;  Mr.  &pa»ker,  tMei 
that  ho  bad  no  further  explanation  to  oSer  to  the 
Bonie,  and  that  he  held  U>  hi*  delarmlnation  ai 


witbdreir. 

I  apprehend  that  the  ben.  Uember  having 
declined  to  obey  tlie  Order  of  the  House, 
Is  in  that  position  which  is  technically 
termed  '  *  contempt. ' '  I  should  wish  in 
appeal,  Sir,  to  yonr  anthority,  whether  or 
not  there  are  any  precedents  for  aceeding 
to  the  Motion  of  thehon.  Uember  for  Cork? 
By  assenting  to  that  Uotion  we  may  estab. 
lish  an  important  precedent  for  governing 
the  proceedings  of  this  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature; and  it  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  im 
portance  that  we  should  be  careful  how  w 
depart  from  our  established  rules.  If,  Sii 
you  will  hsTe  the  goodness  to  state  what 
is  your  impression  as  to  the  rules  of  the 
House,  and  if  there  be  any  precedents  for 
the  course  proposed  by  the  hon.  Uember 
for  Cork,  I  should,  for  my  own  part,  be 
happy  to  permit  the  extension  of  those 
precedents  to  this  ease.  If,  however, 
there  should  be  no  such  precedents,  the 
painful  duty  will  be  imposed  open  me  of 
supporting  the  established  nsages  of  the 
House,  in  opposition  to  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  Uember  for  Cork. 

Ub.  speaker  :  In  answer  to  the  ap- 
peal of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  I  must 
state — and  I  do  so  with  very  great  regret 
-—that  I  cannot  call  to  my  memory  any 
precedent  that  would  justify  the  House, 
under  present  circum stances,  in  allowing 
the  hon.  Member  for  Limeriok  to  be  heard 
in  his  place.  The  hon.  Uember  for  Li' 
merick  had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard 
after  the  Report  of  the  Committee  was 

E resented  to  the  House,  and  the  Order  for 
is  attendance  had  been  read.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  avail  himself  of  that 


opportunity,  and  the  House  then  resolfed 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  contempi     *"' 
House  having  come  to  that  concln 


cannot  call  te  my  memory  any  case  which 
would  justify  them  in  permitting  tho  hon. 
Member  far  Limerick  to  appear  in  his 
place  before  they  determine  his  puniah- 

Ho.  B.  B.  ROCHE :  Of  course,  Bir,  I 
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bow  with  deference  to  yonr  deciuon.  It 
appears  that  my  hon.  Friend  cannot  be 
heard  in  his  place  in  this  House ;  but  is 
there  any  reason  or  precedent  why  my 
hon.  Friend  should  not  be  heard  at  ths 
bar  of  the  House  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  There  is  no  pre- 
cedent for  any  Member  of  the  House  being 
called  to  the  bar,  unless  he  appears  there 
almost,  I  may  say,  as  a  criminal.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  precedent  for  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  H.  GRATTAK  ;  I  have  been  re- 
quested  to  make  a  statement  to  tbe  House 
on  behalf  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Uember 
for  Limerick.  That  statement  has  been 
handed  to  me  in  writbg,  and  is  in  these 

ignorance  of  tbe  nature  of  the  R6ao~ 
lutioa  whiah  the  Chairman  of  the  ComiaiUfle  of 
Selmtion  intended  to  propoae  to  the  Uauae  vhen 
I  declined  taaiailmyeelf  of  thepermissioDaltoTed 
me  to  addreu  the  Ilouae." 
Uy  hon.  Friend  was  ignorant,  at  the  time, 
of  the  nature  of  the  Resolution  which  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  intended  to 
submit  to  the  House,  and,  therefore,  he 
did  not  address  them.  The  House  will 
consider  that  circurostance,  and  they  wiD, 
I  am  sure,  be  ready  to  extend  their  in- 
dulgence to  my  hon.  Friend,  I  can  assure 
them  that  he  is  not  now  acting  on  new 
opinions,  but  on  opinions  which  he  baa 
held  for  several  years.  Whether  he  is 
right  or  wrong,  he  says  he  is  supported  by 
legal  authorities  ;  and  he  wishes  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  he  intimated  his 
desire  to  serve  on  Committee  on  an  Irish 
It  would,  I  think,  hare  been  an 
easy  matter  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
niittee  of  Selection  to  have  arranged  for 
placing  my  hon.  Friend  on  an  Irish  Com- 
mittee ;  hnt  this  was  not  done. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  askedif  tho  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  (Mr.  E.  B.  Roche)  withdrew 
his  Amendment. 

Mb.  ROCHE  :  Of  course,  as  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Amendment  withdrawn,  and  Mb. 
SPEAKER  again  read  the  original  Mo- 

Mb.  M.  MILXES  said,  he  wished  to  sug- 
gest a  course  by  which  the  House  might 
avoid  the  extremity  to  which  they  were 
about  to  proceed.     It  was  clear,  that  if  the 
Member  for  Limerick  remained  i 


state  of  contempt,  he  would  bo  precluded 
from  taking  any  part  in  the  debates  in  that 
House.  Now,  ho  (Mr.  M.  Milnes}  appre- 
hended that  tho  effect  of  adjourning  this  de- 
bate to  thia  day  six  months  would  be  to  en- 
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able  the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick  to  take  by  conHideraUe  majorities,  tbe  iiutic«  of 

part  in  the  deliberations  aad  proceedings  the  claims  tbat  were  urged  od  the  atten- 

of  that  House.    He  would,  therefore,  moT*  tion  of  the    House.      The  circumstanceB 

u  an  Amendment,  that  the  debate  be  ad-  out  of  which  these  claims  arose  1  may  state 

journed  to  this  day  sii  mouths.  in  a  very  few  words.     In  the  year  1807, 

Mtt.  SPEAKER  said,  the  hon.  Gentle-  '^e  British  GoTeniment  baring  been  in- 

man  must,  in  the  first  instance,  mo«  that  Conned  that  th?  Damah  fleet  was  to  bo 

the  debate  be  adjourned  before  he  could  pUeed  at  the  disposal  of  Napoleoo,  adverse 

propose  the  adjourament  to  any  particuUr  «•  "'^  interests  of  this  country,  determined. 

l^f,  upon  the  mfonnation  which  they  bad  re- 

M».   U.   MILNE3   «id,  th.t  it  ft.  ;""''■""'''•  "».•«"■'"  .=i«i»g  tW 

Hous  did  not  thinli  bi>  .oggmtion  de-  •"''■    '^'t  "?•''"»»  7"  »"  'k"™ 

H.  merely  wi.hed  to  throw  out  the  .ugg«,-  f"'"".  P'^P'ff'i ""  »••'  o-lj  "f,^ 

tioo  ..  .  me.0.  hj.bioh  the  Hoo..  light  "  ?'"'/f  f,"  ""^S,^  ""■"  "«  "■"  "J- 

,.        .,           !      ■'r         .L  ■                *       ■  arriTolof  the   expedition  on   the  coast  of 

relieTC  themselves  from  their  present  paiu-  y,           ,.        j'^.i.      i.Lu 

1  ,           .  .             „             , ,      '...  ,       '^  .,  Denmark,  in  order  to  show  to  the  House 

ful    DositioD.       Ho  would   withdraw   the  .....              ■.-                                .        , 

.      r"  that  the  expedition  was    so  prompt  and 

Amenomeni.  ^^^^  ^-^^^  ^^^  British  merchants  could 

Mb.  speaker  put  the  Question  on  not  by  possibility  hare  had  any  intimation 

the  original  Motion,  which  was  earned.  ^j  jt.     That  expedition  saUed  from  this 

country  on  the  37th  of  July,  and  arrived 

THE  DANISH  CLAIMS.  ^jh  the  British  MinUtor,  at  Copenhagen, 

Mr.  HA  WES  :  Sir,  once  more  I  venture  on  the  Ist  of  August;  the  troops  were  dis- 
tomake  an  appeal  to  the  House,  and  once  embarked,  and  on  the  18th  Copenhagen 
more  make  the  Motion  which  I  have  placed  was  invested.  This  expedition  went  not 
on  the  Paper  of  to-day,  toconsider  of  those  for  the  purpose,  as  it  has  since  transpired, 
Danish  claims  which  arose  out  of  transac-  of  making  a  hostile  aggression  on  Den- 
tions  which  occurred  in  Denmark  in  the  mark,  but  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a 
year  1807.  Sir,  after  tho  arguments  negotiation.  A  negotiation  was  entered 
which  have  been  adduced  against  this  into  on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  off  the  coast 
question,  and  the  many  discussions  which  of  Denmark,  before  any  act  of  hostility 
nave  taken  place  upon  it,  I  should  hardly  commenced.  It  continued  even  for  a  con- 
feel  myself  justified  in  occupying  the  time  siderable  time  after.  The  Danish  fleet 
of  the  House,  unless  1  entertained  the  was  seized,  and  Denmark,  of  course, 
strongest  conriotion  of  the  equity  and  jus-  placed  an  embargo  on  British  property 
tice  of  these  claims.  I  wiU  endeavour,  and  British  vessels;  and  Danish  property 
Sir,  to  compress  what  I  have  to  say  into  a  and  vessels  were  in  turn  seised  by  the  Bri- 
narrow  compass.  Now,  Sir,  the  arguments  tish.  Our  Government  took  property  to 
which  have  been  raised  against  these  claims  the  amount  of  300,0001.,  and  the  Danish 
have  merely,  so  far  as  1  have  been  enabled  Government  seiied  property  to  half  that 
to  consider  them,  resolved  themselves  into  amount.  Negotiations  were  commenced 
two  in  number.  One  objection  was  of  a  before  a  single  shot  was  fired,  as  I  have 
financial  character,  which  has  been  urged  before  said,  and  continued  long  after  the 
upon  the  House  from  time  to  time  by  the  surrender  of  the  fleet,  and  the  seizure  and 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who,  I  think,  confiscation  of  property.  This  negotiation 
rather  looked  to  the  difficulty  of  meeting  came  to  no  satisfactory  conclusion,  and 
the  claims,  than  to  the  justice  of  the  case.  Denmark  declared  war  agunst  this  countir 
The  other  objection  was  of  a  far  more  im-  on  the  4th  of  November  following;  but  it 
portant  character,  and  one  that  I  own  1  feel  was  not  until  the  24th  of  November  Great 
much  difficulty  in  contending  with.  I  own  Britain  declared  war  against  Denmark.  It 
that  the  legal  objections  which  have  been  had  been  urged  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
raised,  eapeclallj  hy  the  hon.  and  learned  man  the  First  Lord  of  tho  Treasury, 
Gentleman  opposite,  who  has  exhibited  that  this  declaration  of  war  had  a  re- 
considcrahle  knowledge  of  law — especially  troactive  effect  which  he  could  not  admit, 
international  law — are  difficult  to  meet.  1  particularly  as  to  the  coofiscatioa  of  pro- 
know,  also,  that  there  are  many  difficulties  perty.  The  fleet  of  Denmark  was  seized, 
surrounding  this  (juestion.  Nevertheless,  and  Copenhagen  attacked  by  British  arms, 
those  difficulties  have  not  deterred  the  while  a  convention  was  pending;  and  this 
House,  on  many  occasions,  from  offinoingi  coDTentlon  declared  tliat  all  hoetilj^s  wen 


C.oo^^lc 
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PftriiameDt  to  decide  whether  one  or  all  of 
theae  claima  were  to  be  admitted  to  com- 
pensAtioD.     Bj  tlie  words  of  that  minnte. 


to  ceue,  and  that  tiS.  public  and  privatQ 
property  was  to  bo  reBpeoted.  1  allude  to 
thiB  GonTOntion  for  the  pnrpoBO  of  showing 
thdi  it  mnst  have  been  in  force  up  to  and  at 
the  period  of  the  declaration  of  war.  The 
declaration  of  war  did  not  set  aside  the  pro- 
TiuonB  of  the  conveDtioQ  to  which  I  bare 
alluded,  and  therefore  the  parties  for  whom 
I  seek  the  protection  of  the  House  were  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  of  its  prorisions.  The 
debts  arose  out  of  the  oonfiacations  incident 
to  war.  Some  time  after  these  transac- 
tions took  place,  Ur.  Canning  made  a  re- 
markable declaration  on  this  subject.  It 
was  in  answer  to  Hr.  Perceval,  who  brought 
the  question  of  these  claims  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  Hr.  Canning  had 
■aid — 

"  Ab  the  right  boo.  Gentleman  luul  >Uud«d  to  a 
eommmieattoii  made  bj  him  to  M.  Rist,  the  Da* 
nlih  CitayfitAffiara,  ha  would  briafij  lUta  tha 
&ct  to  the  Hook.  He  had  been  comiunded  b; 
Hi*  Majeatf,  after  the  Danisb  fleet  had  lurronder- 
•d.  to  make  an  official  communication  to  that 
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to  Kiel  fbr  that  miipoM.  Wb«a  ha  o«mmunicat«d 
thi>  bat  to  the  tloan,  he  thought  it  aeoewarr  to 
■tate  whj  he  did  not  ^oduea  the  Papen.  As  all 
negotiBtiwu  were  renuned  on  tlie  temu  npoo 
wUah  tber  had  la*t  been  broken  off,  and  though 
be  and  hi*  Colleaguea  had  thought  it  right  to  make 
■noh  offen  in  the  fint  instance,  it  would  not  follow 
that  ther  were  bound  to  grant  the  same  conditions 
at  a  fdture  time.  In  the  hope  of  Mime  such  ae- 
commodatioo,  His  Majeet^had  eran  bean  indnoBd 
to  delaf  direoting  the  condemnation  of  the  Danish 
shipping,  as  well  u  his  declaration  of  war.  But 
now  that  war  had  taken  place,  it  could  not  be  con- 
tended that  the  capture  of  the  Danish  narr  did  not, 
Kboifa,  dimioisb  tbe  means  of  the  eoemjr,  wliiUt 
dded  to  OUT  own  seeuritj." 
Whatever  opinion  might  hare  been  enter- 
tained of  the  transaction  at  the  time  whicb 
it  happened,  it  was  certain  Bince  that  time 
Parliament  had  on  soreral  occasions  ad- 
mitted that  the  applicants  who  hod  suffered 
during  that  war,  and  noder  the  convention 
to  which  lie  hod  referred,  were  entitled  to 
consideration.  The  claims  pnt  forward 
were  of  three  kinds.  The  first  claim  was 
diat  of  those  who  hod  debts  owing  to  tbem 
by  Danish  snbjects.  Tbe  second  kind  of 
claim  were  those  preferred  by  merchants 
who  had  goods  seised  on  tbe  occasion; 
and  the  third  claims  were  those  of  parties 
who  bad  an  interest  in  ships  and  cargoes 
that  suffered  in  tbe  war.  When  this  sub- 
ject was  first  bronght  before  the  House,  in 
eonsequenco  of  the  declaration  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Eicbequer,  a  Treasury  minute 
was  brought  up,  and  the  Treasury  minute 
of  1834  said  w^ctly  it  was  referred  to 


the  clums  of  those  three  classes  were  all 
of  them  admitted  in  principle  to  be  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  and  the 
progress  of  subsequent  events  had  con- 
firmed that  principle.  In  1835  and  1836 
the  first  and  second  claasea  hod  tbeir  de- 
mands Bettled.  In  1838  the  claims  of  tbe 
third  class  had  been  brought  under  tbe 
notice  of  the  House,  on  tbe  ground  that 
Government  had  Amds  out  of  which  to 
pay  the  debt.  Government  had  re- 
ceived tbe  sum  of  1,300,0001.,  and  had 
never  paid  any  part  of  it  to  those  claim- 
ants ;  therefore  there  were  fands  some- 
where out  of  which  to  satisfy  this  claim. 
In  the  year  1839,  the  subject  was  again 
brougbtbefore  the  House;  and  who  brought 
it  forward?  It  was  bronght  forward,  not 
by  an  bumble  individual  like  myself,  whose 
opinions,  whatever  they  may  bo,  would  be 
scarcely  worthy  of  recollection,  but  it  waa 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House  by 
a  most  accomplished  lawyer,  who  would 
not  have  committed  his  reputation  to  the 
sapport  of  claims  which  he  had  regarded 
as  illegal.  He  submitted  these  claims  to 
the  House,  and  the  House  again  sanctioned 
their  justice;  but  the  then  Chancellor  of 
tbe  Exchequer  still  delayed  tbe  settlement 
of  tbem.  With  the  view,  however,  to  as- 
certain tbe  legality  of  these  claims,  a  Com- 
mission was  appointed,  met,  and  reported 
upon  the  claims  of  those  parties.  To  that 
report  I  shall  shortly  call  the  attention  of 
the  House.  It  was  hud  on  tbe  Table  on 
May  12,  1840,  was  signed  by  the  three 
Commissioners,  and  addressed  to  the  Lords 
of  tiie  Treasury.  It  stated  that  the  Com- 
missioners bad  proceeded  to  consider  tbe 
merits  of  the  several  claims  sabmitted  to 
their  consideration,  and  that  they  came  to 
the  following  result : — Tbe  claims  amount- 
ed to  half  a  millioD,  which  waa  reduced  to 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
pounds ;  of  tbe  reduction  in  tbe  amount  I 
make  no  complaint.  This  sum  of  money 
was  obtained  from  tbe  sale  of  several  car- 
goes which  had  been  eeiied  and  sold,  and 
which  consisted  of  goods  imported  from 
the  Baltic.  In  1841,  Hr.  Justice  Cress- 
well  moved  and  carried  an  Address  to  the 


well  been  convinced  of  the  legality  of  these 
claims,  be  would  not  have  ventured  to  have 
risked  his  professional  reputation  by  in- 
sisting on  tbem,    I  must  say  that  this 
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ittwofUv.  ItUamixed  caae  of 
lav,  equity,  and  joatice.  Ths  hon,  Kem- 
ber  concluded  by  moving — 

Th*t  thii  HoaM  will,  npcm  WedoMday  Mxt, 
nMolve  iuelf  Into  ■  Commltlea,  to  mnutdar  of  mi 
Addrew  to  Qer  Majeitf ,  pnjing  that  Her  Mft- 
jcBtj  vill  be  gntciouil;  pleued  to  adTmnoe  to  tb* 
ClaimAnti  tor  lotKS  nutalned  bj  the  •eliars  of 
British  Ships  and  Gargoei  by  ths  Danijh  0«*«n- 
meLt  ID  1607,  ths  amount  of  th«r  napsMi** 
loaws,  ai  axiertatned  bj  the  Conuniiaiimera  ap- 
pointed far  the  inTeitigattou  of  Daniah  CUiau, 


ease  ought  not  to  rest  on  stiictlf  technical 

grounds.  At  the  time  those  seixurea  were 
made,  the  GoTemment  were  exposed  to 
considerable  danger;  it  thought  it  necet- 
Bory  to  fit  out  aereral  secret  expeditions; 
and  those  who  were  losers  bj  them  were, 
of  course,  those  chiefly  connected  with  the 
tnercBDtile  interest.  And  the  Ilouse  should 
never  forget  that  Government  hod  received 
money  to  the  ext«nt  of  1,300,0001.,  and 
^at  they  never  dietribnted  more  than  one- 
half  of  that  sum.  The  remaining  sum  must 
be  still  in  existence,  and  could  be  applied 
to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally 
appropriate].  I  am  unwilling  to  enter  into 
the  legal  argument,  but  I  thmk  if  any  one 
will  take  the  trouble — if  any  one  has  taken 
the  trouble  to  refer  to  all  that  has  tram- 
piredon  this  subject,  he  must  be  convinced 
that  these  chums  are  founded  in  justice, 
inasmuch  as  the  public  policy  nhich  induced 
the  Government  to  taJie  the  part  which 
they  did,  involved  the  people  concerned  ' 
these  loBseB.  It  is  not  necessary  for  c 
to  say  whether  that  policy  were  just  or  u 
just.  But,  supposing  that  poUcy  to  be 
juat,  it  was  perfectly  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  pretend  that  it  did  Justice 
to  the  merchants,  when  they  gave  no  pub- 
lic notification  to  them  that  they  were 
about  to  enter  upon  the  oourae  which  they 
took.  The  Admiral  on  the  station  re- 
ceived no  intimation  of  that  policy,  and  the 
merchants  took  no  other  precautions  for 
their  safety  than  they  would  under  ordinary 
circumstances  against  sea  risks.  The  trade 
in  the  Baltic  was  considered  safe,  and  they 
therefore  entered  into  nothing  more  than 
the  ordinary  insurance  against  sea  risks. 
Sir,  under  these  circumstances,  when  the 
British  merchants  were  not  forewarned 
by  any  pubhc  act,  or  warned  by  any  offi- 
cial notice,  they  have,  I  contend,  a  perfect 
right  now  to  ask  this  Honso  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  to  give  their 
sanction  to  a  Committee  of  this  House  for 
investigating  those  claims.  Sir,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  go  as  little  over  the  whole 
ground  as  possible  in  submitting  the  case 
of  the  claunants.  You  will  not,  I  will 
venture  to  say,  refuse  the  Committee  for 
which  I  ask.  1  hope  that  those  hon  Mem- 
bers who  have  attended  to  this  subject 
from  year  to  year  will  again  give  the  vote 
which  they  formerly  gave  in  favour  of  a 
Committee  of  iavcstlgation.  I  am  per- 
fectly aware  that  the  Government  was 
placed  in  great  difficulty  by  the  opinions 
delivered  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
But  I  submit  that  this  question  ia  not  a 


iilajest;  that  this  Qinue  will  maka 

[  Sir  W.  GossETT,  the  Seijeant-at-Anos, 
soon  afterwards  appeared  at  the  bar  and 
smd — "  Sir,  I  have  to  acquaint  the  House, 
that,  in  obedience  to  the  Order  of  the 
House,  and  in  conformity  with  your  war- 
rant, I  have  taken  Mr.  Willuh  Siote 
O'Bbieh  into  custody."] 

Sot  J.  HANMER  :  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  petition  from  the  town  I  have  the  honoor 
to  represent;  and  I  take  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  in  a  few  words  the  reaoon  why 
I  consider  this  question  should  bo  speadilj 
decided.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  altoge- 
ther quite  a  proper  question  for  the  conai- 
deratioD  of  Parliament.  I  cannot  say  that 
I  look  with  any  considerable  favour  up<m 
this  continued  renewal  of  the  question,  and 
I  feci  earnestly  that  justice  shouldbo  done, 
and  that  a  final  decision  upon  the  question 
shall  be  arrived  at — and  that  a  complete, 
clear,  and  strong  expression  of  Parliament 
should  be  come  to  on  the  subject.  As  to 
the  merits  of  the  question  it  appears  to 
me  that  they  lie  in  a  very  narrow  com- 
pass. In  the  case  of  these  claims,  all  com- 
pensation for  them  was  formerly  denied. 
At  that  time  it  was  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Portsmouth,  that  the  larg« 
and  respectable  body  of  individuals  who 
had  suffered  upon  the  occasion,  and  who 
now  claimed  compensation  for  their  losses, 
hod  no  right  to  como  to  Parliament,  or  be 
compensated  by  the  Government.  I  think 
that  Qoveniment  chose  properly  to  com- 
pensate two  classes  of  the  Danish  claim- 
ants. They  were  those  claimants  who 
could  not  be  supposed  to  withdraw  easily, 
and  at  a  short  notice,  from  the  port  of 
Denmark  during  the  war :  peqde  who 
owned  good  debts  in  the  town  of  Copen- 
hagen, or  possessed  cargoes  and  valua- 
ble goods  in  the  warehouses  of  Denmark, 
were  possibly  prevented  from  setting 
sail  with  their  ships,  and  getting  out  of 
the  reach  of  those  who  wished  to  obtain 
Such  wuthowgu- 
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ment  used  hj  the  then  Solicitor  Qenenl. 
However,  I  do  not  think  that  we  oau 
sustain  that  opinioDj  but  I  think  if  an 
embargo  was  laid  upon  these  ships  be- 
fore any  o£Bcial  puhlia  notice  was  g^ven 
to  merchants  in  uis  country— if  no  inti- 
mation was  giren  that  the  state  of  the  re- 
lations of  Denmark  with  this  country  were 
about  to  bo  disturbed — I  do  think — and  I 
do  not  advance  this  opinion  hecauEe  I 
Member  for  Hull — that  such  claimants 
have  a  fair  reason  to  be  compensated  for 
the  loeeea  which  they  sustained  from  the 
proceedbg.  If  a  fair  notice  was  given  to 
them,  I  would  not  insist  on  their  right  to 
receive  compensation  ;  but  if  no  official 
notice  was  afforded,  those  persons  have  a 
right  to  he  cousidered  as  not  having  started 
upon  a  TBgue  expedition,  against  which 
there  was  no  impediment,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate termination  of  which  was  beyond 
their  conception  ;  then,  I  think,  they  are 
entitled  to  that  compensation.  Now,  Lord 
Bidmeuth,  on  the  l7th  of  May,  1808,  on 
which  occasion  a  similar  Motion  to  that 
now  before  the  House  was  diionssed  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  showed  that  no  such  notice 
had  been  given  by  the  Court  of  Denmark; 
and  he  said  that  on  the  2od  of  September, 
a  similar  order  to  one  previously  issued  by 
ihe  Admiralty  was  afterwards  issued  by 
His  Majesty's  Qovemment  in  Council,  oc- 
eompaniod  by  orders  that  no  ships  belong- 
ing to  His  Majesty's  subjects  should  clear 
out  for  any  of  the  ports  of  Denmark,  and 
that  a  general  embargo  should  be  laid  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects of  that  country.  Now,  if  that  notice 
was  isBoed  in  this  country  on  the  2nd  of 
September,  and  siups  sailed  afterwards, 
th«i,  I  think,  they  are  not  entitled  to  the 
compensation  songht ;  but  those  which 
had  swled  before,  a^  were  neither  named 
by  our  own  nor  the  Danish  Government, 
are  entitied  to  compensation.  The  opinion 
of  Lord  Sidmouth,  in  which  I  agree,  is 
very  favourable  to  the  compensation  of 
those  who  incnrred  losses.  The  noble 
Lord  said,  on  the  subject  of  compensation, 
there  could  not  be  the  smallest  difference 
of  opinion  ;  and  Lord  Sidmouth  had  been 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Prime 
Minister,  and  was  competent  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  matter.  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
stated  the  only  arguments  on  which  I  in- 
tend to  rest.  I  saj  that  I  find  on  the  2nd 
of  September  an  order  was  issued  by  His 
Majesty's  Government ;    after  which   no 

rrson  had  a  right  to  compensation.  Now, 
Jiiok  the  iasiung  of  that  order  wu  a  auf- 
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ficient  proof  that  the  merchanti  had  no 
right  to  clear  out  of  the  Danish  porta  be- 
fore that  time.  I  heg  leave.  Sir,  to  se- 
cond the  Motion. 

The  CHANCELLOR  os  thk  EXCHB. 
QUER  said  :  I  con  assure  the  House,  Sir, 
that  it  is  veiy  painful  to  me  to  have  agun 
to  repeat  those  opinions  and  those  senti- 
mcnts  which  I  have  so  often  had  occasion 
to  address  to  the  House  on  this  particular 
subject;  sometimes  when  sitting  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  sometimes  when  sit- 
ting on  the  other.  But,  Sir,  I  have  had 
from  these  repeated  discussions  friU  oppor- 
tuuitioB  of  hearing  all  that  can  be  urged  on 
this  particular  eubjeot,  having  had  various 
opportunities  of  consideration  and  reflection  ( 
and  I  adhere  to  the  opinion  which  1  have 
always  expressed  upon  the  subject,  that  it  is 
one  in  wMoh  it  is  not  coBsistent  with  poblio 
policy  for  the  House  to  interfere,  and  that  it 
IS  one  in  which  it  is  not  consistent  with  the 
duty  of  him  to  whom  Her  Majesty  has  en- 
trusted the  finances  of  this  country  to  oc- 
quiesoe.  Sir,  I  believe  also,  very  strongly, 
that  it  ia  a  matter  of  great  delicacy  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  deal 
with  a  question  of  this  kind  in  the  manner 
in  whioh  the  hon.  Gentiemau  proposes  to 
deal  with  it.  A  rule  is  most  wisely  lud 
down  by  the  Constitution,  that  the  Hoosa 
of  Commons  should  not  take  upon  itself, 
independentiy  of  the  Crown,  to  originate 
any  grant  of  money ;  and  this  rule  is  ex- 
pressly laid  down  to  guard  against  the  poB< 
sibility  of  parties  being  urged,  rather  by 
persons  who  had  a  direct  interest,  to  coma 
to  a  vote  of  public  money  which  a  consider. 
ation  of  the  general  interests  of  the  country 
iid  not  authorise^  and  the  House,  therefore, 
imposed  the  check  in  that  respect.  But 
it  will  place  the  Crown  in  that  most  incon- 
venient position  of  having,  instead  of  as 
usual  to  originate  snch  a  grant,  to  rcfuso 
it  when  recommended  by  a  Committee  of 
this  House.  1  think  that  it  is  a  most  in- 
convenient position  in  which  to  place  the 
Crowp,  on  an  occasion  where  grave  legal 
doubts  as  to  the  claims  exist,  and  where 
the  question  of  how  far  the  right  of  the 
House  to  interfere  is  involved,  to  call  Dpon 
it  to  make  any  grant  upon  such  a  matter. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  commenced  his  speech 
by  stating  that  these  clalmi  were  refused 
on  two  special  grounds :  one  of  these 
grounds  being  financial,  and  the  other 
being  founded  on  international  law.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentieman,  when 
be  states  that  the  objections  to  these 
daima  are  of  a  Snaocial  chantcter.    They 
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never,  let  me  obserre,  rested  on  tlutt  prin- 
ciple, as  the  hon.  Member  for  Fortsmoutli 
had  obserred,  for  whether  these  cUims  be 
for  500,000/.  or  200,0001.,  it  is  not  the 
•motrnt  that  we  shonld  regard  in  our  deei- 
HOn,  hat  the  principle  iovolredin  it.  The 
danger  ittTolved  is  not  odIj  the  expense  we 
ahonld  incur,  bat  the  expense  we  should 
expose  ouTBelres  to  in  respect  to  past  wars, 
and  our  luccessors  in  respect  of  wars  to 
come.  The  question  rests  m  a  great  mea- 
snre  on  international  law  not  laid  down  in 
this  House,  hj  Gentlemen  of  the  highest 
legal  authoritj  ;  and  it  also  rests  oo  the 
opinions  of  men  who  combated  the  former 
judgment  on  this  important  question.  The 
Solicitor  General  expressed  his  opinion 
against  it  in  this  House,  when  the  question 
was  legaUj  discussed,  and  I  haro  never 
fet  heard  any  answer  to  his  opioioD.  The 
question  does  not  rest  oqIj  on  the  opinion 
of  those  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  who 
have  lately  given  their  opinions,  bat  it  rests 
on  the  authority  of  all  those  legal  Oentle- 
tnen  who  have  taken  part  in  previous  de- 
hates  in  this  House,  when  foiTner  claims 
were  urged.  Those  Gentlemen  all  s^d 
that  the  claims  that  were  urged  were  only 
to  be  mantained  where  there  was  some 
conviction  or  proof  of  any  violation  of  the 
law  of  oationi;  and  they  reserved  to  them- 
■elvea  the  point  that  the  circumstances  on 
which  this  clum  was  founded,  were  of  a 
totally  different  character  from  those  laid 
down  in  the  category  of  those  who  mode  the 
claims.  This  was  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sheffield,  when  be  said 
that  these  claims  should  be  decided  by  an 
exposition  of  international  law.  These 
claims  have  been  supported  by  an  hon. 
Gentleman  formerly  a  Member  for  Liver- 
pool (Mr.  CresHwelt);  and  in  his  constitu- 
ency were  large  bodies  of  individuals  per- 
sonally interested  in  the  question  now  be- 
fore the  House.  Mr.  Creaswell  brought 
forward  the  question,  as  he  considered  he 
had  a  dnty  to  perform  to  his  constituency, 
and  that  he  should  present  to  the  House 
the  circumstances  under  which  this  case 
arose,  in  order  that  it  might  have  the  bene- 
fit of  a  discussion  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Great  importance  is  attached  to 
die  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Creaawell,  from 
his  eminent  legal  abilities;  hut  it  ought  to 
he  home  in  mind  that  he  represented  a 
large  mercantile  body,  many  of  whom  had 
an  interest  in  the  question.  Whatever 
value  is  attached  to  the  opinion  of  that 
eminent  lawyer,  tho  House  should  weigh 
against  it  the  fact  that  lie  acted  in  that 


matter  as  it  became  his  duty  as  a  Repre- 
sentative in  Parliament.  The  hon.  Gea- 
tleman  who  brought  forward  this  questioa 
lays  great  stress  on  the  ground  that  this 
was  a  secret  entedition,  and  the  injury  to 
which  the  merchants  had  been  exposed  id 
consequence  of  not  having  infonnation  so 
as  to  escape  the  danger.  On  this  point 
the  House  should  consider  the  extreme 
haiard  which  would  grow  out  of  giving 
information  in  such  coses.  I  have  not 
heard  any  sound  reason  given  why  compen- 
sation should  be  given  in  cases  of  this  lund, 
and  arising  out  of  such  circumstances.  I 
have  heard  nothing  advanced  to  convince 
me  of  the  opinion  that  the  captures  for 
which  compensation  is  sought  tooh  place 
after  the  declaration  of  war.  The  declara- 
tion of  war  against  Denmark  took  place  on 
the  16th  of  August,  1807,  and  no  capture 
was  proved  to  have  taken  place  subsequent 
to  that  date.  I  have  already  referred  to 
this  declaration,  and  given  its  temu;  and 
I  now  assert  that  it  was  issued  on  the 
16th  of  August,  and  the  captures  wet« 
antecedent  to  that  period.  But  it  is  said 
it  was  a  secret  expedition,  and,  therefore, 
compensation  should  be  given.  If  yon, 
carry  out  that  principle,  what  will  be  the 
effect  ?  If  you  give  compensation  in  the 
present  instance,  you  are  bound  to  give  it 
in  every  other  case.  Grant  the  present 
claims,  and  whenever  an  enemy  is  attacked 
under  similar  circumstances,  whenever  m 
secret  expedition  is  fitted  out,  you  will  be 
bound  by  such  a  precedent  for  every  cap- 
ture which  is  made  at  sea  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  war.  Let  us  see  how  the  prin- 
ciple applies  to  other  wars.  See  how  it 
would  apply  to  the  last  war  with  the 
United  States.  No  notice  was  given  them 
that  our  merchant  shipping  was  in  danger, 
yet,  according  to  this  principle,  we  should 
be  bound  to  grant  compensation  for  every 
capture.  Such  a  ground  of  compensation 
now  sought  would  establish  a  principle  ap- 
plicable not  only  to  the  Danish  war,  but 
to  all  other  wars;  and  in  all  captures  of 
merchant  ships  arising  out  of  secret  expe- 
ditions they  would  have  Motions  made  and 
cltums  advanced  for  compensation.  Id 
every  particular  case  the  House  would  be 
called  upon  to  make  advances  of  money  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  pAties.  It  would  be 
impoBHibte  for  the  country  to  go  into  war 
and  defend  its  just  rights  without  beiDg 
subject  to  claims  for  damage  done  to  pri- 
vate individuals  in  the  prosecution  of  such 
expeditions  as  that  out  of  which  had  arisen 
th«  present  daine.    Bat  there  seeioa  to 
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be  great  doutit  among  boa.  Gentlemen  who 
■upport  this  Motion.  The  hon.  Uember 
for  Xiunbeth  suppoTted  the  claims  of  one 
eloBH,  while  the  non.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  HoU  supported  the  cloiiDS  of  another 
class.  The  non.  Member  for  Hull  sajB, 
that  no  indemnity  ought  to  be  given  in 
certun  casea,  becnuae  be  has  found  out 
that  an  Order  in  Cotmcil  waa  isaued  on  the 
2nd  of  September,  1807,  that  no  British 
ahips  should  clear  ont  for  Denmark,  became 
thej'  would  be  Hable  to  be  seized  upon  and 
confiscated  bj  that  QoTermnent;  and  there- 
fore, argues  the  hon.  Baronet,  they  hare 
no  daim  for  indemnity.  What  is  the  ef- 
fect of  this  disagreement  ?  Why,  out  of 
the  ughty-five  persons  who,  according  to 
the  statement  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  op- 
posite, hare  claims,  if  the  o^nion  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Suit  is  taken, 
only  ten  can  have  any  claim  at  alt.  Thus  we 
■ee  that  these  learned  Gentlemen — learned 
in  the  doctrine  of  international  law — are 
divided  to  the  extent,  that  while  the  one 
would  admit  the  rights  of  eighty-five  claim- 
ants, the  other  would  only  give  compensa- 
tion to  ten.  Can  a  stronger  proof  than 
this  be  required  that  the  subject  is  not  of 
that  very  clear  character  that  it  was  repre- 
sented by  the  boo.  Member  for  Lambeth 
to  Ik?  The  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth 
has,  I  think,  not  very  fairly  stated  the 
opinioDfl  of  Lord  Altborp,  as  given  in  1834. 
The  Report  of  1834  states— 

"  We  BTs  >U  Bware  that  tbeM  olaims  are  made 
for  t!u  louM  lUBtaiiwd  on  this  oecuion  bf  the  sot 
of  tbfl  Danish  Goretnoient^  but  we  do  not  oon- 
eeiTB  that  ParliameDt  would  be  diipoeed  to  admit 
the  prinoiple  that  luch  elaiuu  could  b«  entei^ 
tained." 

As  I  have  staled  before,  I  am  very  little 
competent  to  argue  the  legal  points  as  to 
what  coustitutes  the  lawful  seisure  of 
property.  It  may  appear  that  there  is  no 
valid  reason  why  property  on  shore  may 
not  be  captured  as  well  as  property  at  sea, 
and  why  the  former  should  be  safe,  while 
ships  and  cargoes  should  be  exposed  to 
seiEure;  but  I  brieve  no  one  will  deny 
that  such  is  the  principle  of  intemationu 
law.  They  have  respected  property  on 
■here,  bat  never  that  on  the  sea.  This 
property,  like  &  great  deal  of  other  pro- 
perty, had  undergone  the  chances  of  war. 
It  u  said  that  ttiese  were  only  reprisals; 
and  that  they,  therefore,  stand  from  other 
ships.     Now,  what  is  the  question  of  re- 

?risats  ?      It  is   something  of  this  kind, 
on  lay  your  hands  on  w^tever  property 
you  can  legally  take,  in  order  to  compel 


your  enemy  to  accede  to  reasonable  terms. 
Well,  then,  this  property  happens  to  consist 
of  ships  and  merchandise.  If  the  difi'er- 
ences  are  settled,  they  are  returned;  if  the 
war  goes  on,  why,  they  are  sold.  But 
reaUy,  after  U)e  war  has  commenced,  there 
is  no  dis^nction  as  to  property  captured 
after  the  declaration  of  war,  and  after 
the  commencement  of  actual  hostilities. 
All  I  wish  to  inculcate  on  the  House  is 
the  danger  to  which  the  conntiy  will  be 
exposed  if  Uiey  set  a  precedent  that, 
if  they  went  to  war  with  a  foreign  nation, 
some  six  and  thirty  years  after  they  could 
be  induced  to  compensate  all  who  had 
suffered  any  detriment.  Standing  in  every 
respect  upon  the  footing  on  which  theae 
cargoes  and  ships  were  taken,  I  contend 
that  you  are  not  entitled  to  ask  the  House 
of  Commons  for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  these  claims.  Sir,  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  it  is  only  from  a  sincere  desire 
to  avoid  all  the  dangers  which  I  see  inci- 
dent to  an  acquiescence  in  things  of  this 
kind,  that  I  have  on  so  ntony  occasions 
expressed  my  opinion  on  this  subject.  I 
have  abstained,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  baa 
done,  as  much  as  possible,  from  repeating 
the  arguments  which  I  have  used  before 
with  respect  to  this  question.  I  do  not 
rest,  as  the  ban.  Gentleman  does,  upon 
any  technical  grounds.  It  is  upon  a  great 
national  principle — it  is  upon  the  broad 
principle  which  I  have  already  stated,  that 
lu  once  lay  down  this  principle,  that 
will  protect  all  ships  and  cargoes 
daring  war,  no  limit  can  he  placed  to  such 
claims  hereafler.  It  is  on  these  grounds 
that  I  most  resist  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  for  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  nature  of  the  Danish  claims, 
Mr.  WATSON :  I  trust  I  shaU  be  able 
to  show  the  House,  on  principles  of  public 
jostice  and  natioiial  law,  the  Justice  of 
these  claims.  The  right  hon.  Oentlemaa 
has  siud  that  those  who  represent  large 
commercial  constituencies  have  a  peculiar 
mode  of  looking  at  the  question  of  inter- 
national law  in  ^is  House.  WiU  he  allow 
me  to  make  a  retort,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  visited  the  purlieus 
of  the  Treasury  seem  also  to  have  a  very 
extraordinary  view  of  the  public  policy  and 
the  public  justice  of  international  lawt 
Now,  Sir,  let  ns  see  first  of  all  what  the 
&cts  are  in  this  case,  and  the  grounds  on 
which  this  claim  must  succeed.  These 
cargoes  and  ships  were  taken  before  any 
declaration  of  war  whatsoever.  This  conn- 
tiy having  ascertwned  that  a  party  waa 
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Afsat  to  acise  the  Daniah  fleet,  sent  out 
A  fleet  under  sealed  orders  and  perfect 
eecrecj,  so  that  not  a  single  merchant 
Cff  this  country  could  know  where  that 
fleet  wfts.  The  relations  between  Denmark 
and  England  continued ;  the  merchants 
continued  in  their  interoonrae  with  the 
Baltic.  They  continued  in  their  intercourse 
with  Denmark  all  the  time.  The  fleet 
went  to  the  Baltic,  and  on  the  Admiral 
being  asked  whether  or  not  they  might 
aafe^  trade  in  the  Baltic,  ho  distinctly 
communicated  to  the  merchants  that  they 
might  do  so.  Well,  Sir,  that  being  ao,  I 
uk  on  what  groand  of  publicity  it  ia  that 
these  claims  are  attempted  to  be  reaistcd  f 
Should  it  not  bo  our  public  policy  to  en- 
cour^e  the  merchants  in  carrying  on  their 
trade?  I  say  that  by  our  national  law 
they  are  clearly  entitled  to  thoae  elaima. 
But  what  was  the  declaration  that  was 
made  to  the  Admiral  when  they  entered 
the  Baltic  ?  They  aaid,  "  We  come  to 
your  ahorca  inhabitants  of  Zetland,  not  as 
enemies — (thia,  I  bclieTC,  was  dated  Au- 
gust, and  I  have  not  the  exact  date) — not 
aa  enemiea,  but  in  self-defence,  and  to 
prerent  those  who  are  willing  to  destroy 
Europe  from  using  your  forces  for  that 
purpose."  "We  come  not  aa  enemies;" 
and  yet  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  has  said 
they  arc  not  entitled  by  international  law 
to  make  these  claims.  War  was  declared 
on  the  4th  of  November.  The  Danish 
amhaasodor  demanded  his  passports  on  the 
16th  November.  It  has  been  attempted 
to  say  that  the  declaration  of  war  took 
place  on  the  l4th  August,  in  the  declara- 
tion of  Gluckstadt.  In  the  case  of  a.  de- 
claraUon  of  war  between  two  countries,  the 
inhabitants  of  each  country  would  h 
warning  not  to  trade  with  each  other 
thcT  were  to  do  so,  they  would  then  be 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  law  of  their 
country,  and  vessels  going  to  Denmark 
might  bejustly  captured  by  English  vessels, 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  attempting 
to  trade  with  an  enemy.  On  the  7th  of 
Auguat,  it  was  declared  by  the  British 
Envoy  that  war  was  upon  the  point  of 
commencing  between  the  two  countries, 
and  at  the  same  time  demanded  his  pass- 
port, on  the  ground  that  war  between  the 
two  countries  might  be  considered  as  havi 
already  broken  out.  It  has  been  said  by 
hon.  Members  opposite  that  thia  ' 
declaration  of  war  between  the  two 
tries.  I  will  prove,  by  the  decision  of 
Lord  Stowcll,  that  thia  was  a  declaration 
of  repiiBala,  and  not  a  declaration 
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and  in  the  declaration  issued  by  the  Da- 
nish Government,  the  following  words  oc- 

"  yfe  merelj  rail  upon  mir  &ithfiil  mbjoets  to 
take  up  arma  to  defend  tbcmselvM  and  their  pro 
pert;,  snd  to  w»rd  off  this  violent  attaok ;" 
and  this  document  further  states  that  an 
embargo  would  be  laid  upon  foreign  TeaBels. 
Now,  that  point  has  been  decided  by  Lord 
Stowell,  in  the  Admiralty,  in  the  case  of 
Orion."  The  case  was,  whether  the 
capture  waa  the  right  of  the  Crown  or  the 
Admiralty.  He  said,  that  if  the  capture 
was  made  before  the  declaration  of  war,  it 
the  right  of  the  Admiralty ;  but  H 
reverted  to  tbo  Crown  if  taken  after  the 
declaration.  The  capture  was,  therefore, 
the  right  of  the  Crown,  inasmuch  as  there 
was  no  declaration  of  war  until  the  4th 
November.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer cornea  dowu  to  the  House,  and  aajs 
we  muat  resist  these  claims,  because  the 
bon.  Members  for  Lambeth  and  Hull  maj 
entertain  some  httle  difference  of  opioiou 
upon  the  subject.  The  real  question  is, 
when  was  war  declared  ?  It  baa  been 
stated  by  some  hon.  Membera,  that  there 
ia  great  danger  if  we  compensate  these 
Danish  claimants  we  shall  olao  have  to 
compensate  the  French  and  other  claimants 
for  losses  which  they  may  have  sustained 
in  a  war  with  England.  A  little  reflection 
will  tell  those  hon.  Gentlemen  that  sach 
could  not  be  the  case,  because  a^r  a  de- 
claration of  war  is  made,  the  prizoa  are  the 
prizes  of  war.  Such  prisea  are  not  entitled 
to  compensation  when  the  war  has  broken 
out,  for  everybody  knows  the  situation  in 
which  thej  were  placed — every  ship  cap- 
tureJ  by  the  Danish  and  French  are  not 
entitled  to  compensation.  Now,  let  me 
look  at  the  justice  of  the  ease.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  thrown  some 
impediment  in  the  way  of  this  matter.  He 
says  it  is  not  respectful  to  the  Crown — ■ 
that  it  b  a  question  that  reflects  on  the 
Ministers.  In  1834,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sheffield  brought  the  matter  forward ;  and 
again  in  1837  and  in  1838.  In  1841,  the 
Commons  voted  that  in  justice  the  compen- 
sation sought  for  should  be  given  to  the 
parties;  but,  however,  it  was  not  acceded 
to ; .  and  now  the  right  hon.  Gentieman 
wishes  to  make  out  a  vast  distinction  with 
respect  to  the  rights  of  the  claimants,  and 
says  it  is  not  respectful  for  us  to  address 
the  Crown.  Now,  1  say,  it  ia  altogether 
respectful  for  us  to  address  the  Crown  upon 
the  Bubjcct,  when  justice  can  bo  obtained 
by  BO  doing ;  for,  up  to  Haa  titne,  no  joatica 
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has  been  meted  to  the  partiei.  The  Trea- 
Burj  At  tluB  moment  baa  many  thousands 
of  pomida  which  were  paid  hj  the  Danish 
Qorernment  on  account  of  those  claimants ; 
snd,  therefore,  i(  was  simply  a  debt  due 
from  tho  Treasury  to  the  persons  so  claim- 
ing. But  perhaps  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  does  not  wish  to  part  with  the 
money  from  the  coffers  of  the  Treasury, 
How,  Sir,  with  rMpect  to  tho  other  point 
-^tbe  question  of  international  law.  1  do 
not  boast  myself  of  a  rery  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  law;  but  I  bare  looked  at  the 
opinions  of  those  lawyers  who  hate  consi- 
dered the  question,  and  they  hare  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  parties  are  entitled 
to  the  compensation  which  they  seek,  as 
the  capture  of  their  ships  was  not  a  capture 
in  war.  There  is  not  a  better  lawyer  than 
Hr.  Justice  Cresswell;  and  it  is  not  at  all 
likely  that  be  would  compromise  his  legal 
chatscter  on  this  subject  because  he  was 
the  Hember  for  Lirerpool.  But  there  are 
two  great  parties  whom  I  haTS  not  the 
honour  to  see  in  their  places  at  this  mo- 
ment— I  mean  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
Oeneral;  because,  if  I  haTo  stated  anything 
erroneous  in  point  of  law,  they  would  no 
doubt  baTe  corrected  me.  [An  hon.  Hsx- 
BBR:  Why  arc  they  not  here?]  I  will 
tell  you  why  they  are  not  here.  Both  the 
Attorney  and  the  Solicitor  Generals  voted 
for  this  Motion  on  a  previous  occasion;  but 
have  I  not  the  opinions  of  Hr.  Justice 
Cresswell,  one  of  tho  most  acute  and  just 
lawyers  in  England?  1  say  it  is  not  likely 
that  he  would  warn  his  legal  judgment  on 
the  matter ;  and  ir  the  Attorney  General 
or  Solicitor  Oeneral  were  here,  I  am  sure 
they  would  not  dispute  the  law,  because 
they  have  Toted  for  tho  Motion.  Tbebon. 
Member  for  Worcester  (Sir  T.  Wilde,  who 
voted  against  the  Motion)  challenged  Mr. 
Justice  Cresswell  to  produce  any  authorities 
in  fbvour  of  his  view;  and  on  the  next 
night,  the  10th  of  June,  he  did  produce 
two  authorities,  and  said,  in  the  course  of 
bis  address,  "  I  have  been  challenged  that 
there  is  no  authority  on  the  subject ;"  and 
he  then  read  an  extract  from  VattcU, 
which  stated — 
"  Thtwo  wl 


Qrotins  too  stated— 


Vattel  further  said,  speaking  of  the  mode 
of  settling  national  disputes — 
"  Sot  bci&ra  a  Stats  ileckres  war"— [I  beg  tbe ' 


sttentloB  of  the  HonM  t«  thi>] — "  befbrs  iha  de- 
cUres  mr,  of  which  we  shall  treat  in  ths  fbllowinf 
book,  as  there  are  Tariaui  methodi  pnotiied 
;  oatioiu  of  obtaining  jmtioB,  sbs  aeim  on 
.  .  propcrtf  If  ihe  hu  an  opportunitr,  and 
declares  it  seised  until  she  has  had  aidlcient  satis- 
faotioD." 
Then  he  says — 

She  takes  posaosslan  of  what  belonn  to  an- 
other, and  keep!  it  until  pajment  I  or  he  detaini  It 

a  pledge." 
Then  he  says — 

"  Ths  effects  sclied  upon  are  prMrrved  whlU 
there  ii  any  hope  of  obtaining  utiibotion  or  jus- 
tice; but  M  soon  ai  that  hope  diMnpesn,  tiiaj  am 
oonfitcated.  and  the  reprisals  are  tnen  complete." 
anything  be  more  clear  than  that? 
For  the  purpose  of  satisfaction  they  aeiie, 
and  when  all  hope  of  satisfaction  disap- 
pears, the  reprisals  ate  complete,  and  m» 
goods  are  disposed  of. 

"  Thi>  is  the  last  remaining  effort  prerions  to 
the  oonunenoement  of  open  bosUlities. 
Then,  indeed — 

Is  the  Sovereign  to  oompenBato  his  sidjert  on 
whom  repriuli  «h^  have  Ulon  !" 
I  say  that  Parliament  and  tho  Monarch  of 
Great  Britain  ought  to  compensate  tbosfl 
on  whom  reprisals  fell  by  the  Danish  trana- 
actions  of  1807. 

"  It  ii  the  dutf  of  the  State  or  the  nation  to  make 
this  good,  beoauie  on  this  principle  each  oitiHB 
ought  to  pay  his  quota." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  tba 
Treasury  is  well  versed  in  law,  and  per- 
haps he  will  point  out  how,  seeing  that  war 
was  not  declared  until  the  4th  of  November, 
the  seizures  were  captnrcs  of  war,  and  not 
merely  reprisals.  There  was  a  most  ex- 
traordinary argument  used  here  on  a  former 
occasion  upon  tho  decision  of  Lord  Stowell 
upon  the  seizure  of  property  in  Demeraro, 
and  the  claim  that  was  raado  by  persons 
calling  themselves  British  subjects,  for  rea- 
titution  of  their  property.  These  indivi- 
duals were  first  British  subjects,  then 
Dutch  subjects,  and  afterwards  British  sub- 
jects again;  and  Lord  Stowell  decided 
that,  OS  tho  parties  were  Dutch  subjects  at 
the  time  of  the  seizure,  they  had  no  loeu$ 
lUmdi  in  tho  courts  of  law  of  this  country, 
to  obtain  restitution.  Lord  Stowell  sud, 
that  the  question  mainly  depended  on  whe- 
ther the  property  was  taken  before  or  after 
the  declaration  of  war.  Now,  Sir,  I  say 
that  this  question  originated  on  the  ground 
of  public  policy,  pubSo  justice,  and  inter- 
national law ;  and  whether  this  was  merely 
a  reprisal,  where  the  persons  injured  were 
entitled  to  compensation,  on  the  part  of 
those  who  had  caused  the  ia<^ur;.     I  ua. 
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the  Bobject;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  jus- 
tice raquireB  that  the  law  should  be  justly 
and  fairly  put  in  practice  on  this  occasion. 
Mr.  CARDWELL:  On  no  occasion 
should  1  have  presumed  uninvited  to  enter 
the  liata  irith''mj  hon.  Friend  opposite,  for 
the  purpose  of  attempting  to  sustain  an 
'argument  of  a  legal  character ;  but  on  the 
present  occasion  as  my  bon.  Friend  has  call- 
ed on  me  I  shall  not  shrink  from  the  task, 
and  I  will  endeavour  to  g^ve  a  legal  argu- 
ment, wlucb  for  the  first  time  since  the 
commencement  of  this  discussion,  has  ever 
been  submitted  to  the  House.  It  will  ap- 
pear remarkable  to  those  not  familiar  pro- 
fessionally with  legal  subjects,  that  with 
all  the  acmnen  of  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
and  oil  the  crown  lawyers  that  then  held 
office  under  Her  Majesty,  it  has  been  re- 
serred  for  to-night  to  bring  forward  a  legal 
argument  against  the  subject  on  which  I 
fed  it  my  duty  now  to  speak.  For  the 
sake  of  Uie  parties  who  sostained  injury 
arising  from  the  expedition  to  Copeidiagen 
in  1807,  this  case  was  raised  by  Sir  James 
Mackintosh;  and  he  stated  that  if  any  por- 
tion of  those  goods  were  taken  by  Denmark 
in  contravention  of  tho  established  law  of 
nations,  it  became  our  imperial  duty  to 
vindicate  that  law  on  the  part  of  the  sub- 
jects who  were  injured ;  and  if  for  any 
reason  whatever  we  failed  in  discharging 
that  duty,  it  became  our  duty  to  compen- 
sate the  subjects  who  snifered  by  our  re- 
fusing to  discharge  that  duty.  This  was 
when  the  Danish  clums  were  first  raised; 
and  Sir  James  Mackintosh  and  those 
who  were  engaged  with  him  in  their 
former  attempts,  took  care  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  port  of  the  claims  now 
the  subject  of  discussion.  They  felt 
that  it  was  necessary,  resting  on  that 
ground,  carefully  to  distinguish  between 
tiiose  claims  which  demanded  compensa- 
tion for  property  on  shore,  and  book-debts, 
and  those  claims  on  behalf  of  ships  and 
cargoes,  because  they  felt  that  in  such  a 

Eoution  there  was  one  reply  which  could 
0  made,  if  ships  and  cargoes  were  ac- 
knowledged to  stand  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  property  on  shore.  Why  did  the 
hon.  Qentteman  opposite  seek  to  bring  this 
ease  within  the  law  of  nations,  when  the 
real  ground  on  which  it  rested  was  whether 
the  reprisals  were  made  before  or  after  the 
declaration  of  war  ?  What  follows  has  re- 
lation to  the  subject  of  reprisals.  The '. 
Oentleman  has  grounded  his  position  < 
point  of  law,  on  which  it  is  nccessarr  that 
the  legal  argument  should  be  clearly 


derstood  by  each  of  us.  The  words  re- 
prisals and  captures  are  not  to  be  naed  in 
tho  ordinary  and  popular  sense,  hut  in  ft 
strict  and  legal  sense.  Now,  the  hon. 
Member  has  taken  the  ordinary  and  popolar 
meaning  of  reprisals,  and  continueditstnctlj' 
and  legally  as  tho  foundation  of  his  arga- 
ment.  He  has  laid  down  this  distinction 
in  the  course  of  his  address,  and  on  th&t 
construction  contends,  that  if  captures  took 
place  before  the  declaration  of  war,  they 
are  to  be  considered  reprisals,  and  coatr- 
pensated.  With  great  deference  to  the 
hon.  Qentleman,  I  must  say,  I  do  not  agree 
witii  him  in  his  legal  demiition ;  aita  on 
that  ground  consider  they  are  not  entilled 
to  compensation.  Reprisals  between  natiaa 
and  nation  ore  allowed  in  order  to  enaUa 
them  to  do  justice  to  each  other,  in  matters 
where  they  consider  themselves  aggrieved, 
and  when  they  have  no  other  means  of  re- 
dressing themselves.  If  a  nation  refuses 
to  do  justice  to  another,  then  the  latter, 
accordmg  to  the  law  of  nations,  might  aoze 
the  ships  of  the  former,  and  keep  them  in 
pledge  till  justice  is  done  them  ;  or  if  ihejr 
fail  to  do  so,  then  the  captnriug  perty  mar 
keep  the  ships  and  property  seiied,  and 
declare  them  to  be  confiscated.  If  an  opoa 
rupture  in  consequence  takes  place,  aad 
war  ensues,  then  are  they  justified  at  once 
in  confiscating  oil  that  has  been  preriooslj 
seized.  This  is  the  distinction  between 
reprisals  and  captures.  Thus,  if  a  eaptnre 
takes  place,  and  no  warfare  arises  between 
the  countries  in  consequence,  then  is  the 
Government  bound  to  take  the  claim  of  the 
injured  parties  into  consideration,  and  to 
grant  compensation.  But  when  a  dedam- 
tion  of  war  takes  place,  the  retroactira 
effect  is,  that  captures  fall  under  the  or- 
dinary rules  of  war,  and  ore  not  entitled  to 
compensation.  The  hon.  Gentleman  says 
there  was  no  declaration  of  war ;  but  it  has 
been  referred  to  this  evening,  and  is  dis- 
tinct enon^.  It  declares  on  the  part  of 
the  Danish  Government  that  war  is  actnoBj 
broken  out,  and  calls  upon  all  faithful  snb- 
jects  to  come  forward  and  take  such  steps 
OS  are  best  calculated  to  repel  hostile  at- 
tacks.  This  declaration  of  war  is  distinct 
enough,  whatever  may  have  been  the  acta 
of  Denmark  before  the  period  of  its  beinf 
issued  ;  and  this  declaration  was  isstied  on 
the  I6th  of  August,  1807.  Well,  bat  the 
hon.  Member  says  tiiat  the  first  declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  England  waa  mmim 
on  the  4th  of  November,  1807  ;  and  here, 
I  think,  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  haa 
confounded  two  t' 


1313 


i>anMA  Claimt. 


{ApbilSO} 


Danuh  Claimi. 


1314 


ratioD  of  war,  according  to  the  practice  of 
this  country,  is  aa  act  of  hostility;  and  I 
bcliere  that  no  declaration  of  war,  accord- 
ing to  the  senso  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Fnend,  had  been  issued  at  the  very  time 
when  ho  was  on  hia  way  to  take  part  in 
the  battle  of  Waterloo.  What  was  the 
object  contemplated  by  the  proclamation  of 
the  4th  of  November,  to  which  the  hon. 
Uember  lias  made  reference  1  That  was 
not  a  proclamation  of  war,  but  a  proclama- 
tion for  the  distribution  of  prizes  ;  and 
before  such  proclamation  had  been  issued, 
such  prizes  became  droits  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  were  carried  to  account  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund.  Aa  between  Eng- 
land, therefore,  and  Denmark,  the  bom< 
bardment  of  Copenhagen  was  the  decla- 
ration of  war ;  as  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  England  and  the  captors  of 
prizes,  I  behevo  ^at  to  them  only  had  the 
proclamation  of  the  4th  of  November  re- 
ference; and  1  am  astonished  that  my  hon. 
uid  learned  Friend  should  have  read  a 
judgment  of  Lord  Stowell  in  support  of  his 
position.  This  is  a  simple  question  be- 
tween the  Goremment  of  Great  Britain 
and  its  subjects  ;  not  between  the  Oovem- 
nients  of  England  and  Denmark,  and, 
therefore,  not  bearing  on  these  Danish 
claimants.  1  do  not  know  whether  I  have 
succeeded  io  fixing  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  coocTusion  I  would  seek  to 
establish.  I  consider  that  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  has,  in  some  degree,  cod' 
fused  the  question  as  between  the  Imperial 
Qoverumcat  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  making  cap- 
tures, and  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  Denmark.  This,  I  think,  is  the 
complete  answer  to  the  legal  arguments 
which  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has  for 
the  first  time  submitted  to  the  House  ;  an 
argument  which  has  escaped  the  attention 
of  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  which  has  not 
come  under  the  notice  of  Ur.  Justice  Cresa- 
wetl,  and  which  has  not  been  obaerved  by 
any  of  the  hun.  Members  who  have  intro- 
duced this  matter  before  the  House.  Hav- 
ing taken  up  ao  much  time  in  rebutting  thia 
argument,  I  will  proceed  very  shortly  to 
notice  the  other  arguments  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend.  My  hon.  Fnend  says, 
that  Gentlemen  connected  with  the  Go- 
vernment take  a  peculiar  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  would  remind  the  hon.  and  learned 
Kember,  that  Lord  Althorp  had  the  sub- 
ject under  hia  consideration.  Thcae  cluma 
were  brought  forward  for  the  first  time  in 
1838.  Those  who  had  other  claims  to 
VOL.LXXXV.    {J^i 


advance  were  too  prudent  to  embarrass 
themselves  with  these.  Therefore,  this  w(U 
^e  first  time  this  subject  was  inti'oduced. 
Lord  Campbell  and  tiie  hon.  Member  for 
Worcester  did  advise  the  Government  what 
course  to  take;  and  the  Government  had 
not  been  influenced  in  the  determination 
which  they  came  to  by  any  other  consider- 
ations than  those  of  public  policy.  Now, 
Sir,  I  think  the  hon.  Genlleman  will 
admit  that,  if  his  point  of  law  cannot  be 
sust^ned,  ho  has  no  ground  to  rely  upon 
in  regard  to  the  priociples  of  general  puoUo 
policy.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  must  see 
the  vicious  precedent  which  he  is  about  to 
set.  Sir,  the  law  of  nations  is  eatabliebed 
for  UBeAil  purposes,  and  on  principles  which 
should  not,  and  ought  not,  to  be  departed 
from.  Observe  the  precedent  you  are 
about  to  set  with  regard  to  future  wars. 
But  is  it  only  in  regard  to  future  wars  ? 
Why,  these  claims  ore  more  than  thirty 
years  old.  Thirty  years  after  the  Danish 
expedition  are  these  claims  brought  for- 
ward. Those  persons  who  had  substantial 
claims  upon  the  Government,  never  thought 
of  embturassing  the  case  by  bringing  in 
the  present  one;  and  it  was  not  until  thirty 
years  after  the  war  that  this  case  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  Parliament. 
And,  Sir,  if  after  that  length  of  time  the 
law  has  been  against  thcae  claims,  you 
are  prepared  to  grant  the  justice  of  the 
claim  in  any  individual  cases  of  the  kind, 
the  precedent  that  you  set  does  not  apply 
only  to  future  wars;  butlknowofnoground 
of  justice,  of  policy,  or  of  national  practice, 
on  which  you  can  refuse  to  deny  compensa- 
tion In  the  case  of  any  war  that  bas  occurred 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  upon  which 
anybody  can  bring  evidence  of  loss  that 
has  the  semblance  of  truth  in  support  of  a 
similar  claim.  Sir,  having  therefore,  as  I 
humbly  trust,  satiafnctonly  answered  the 
novel  argument  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  which  is  placed  entirely  upon 
an  erroneous  distinction,  and  having  cur- 
sorily gone  over  the  more  general  argu- 
ments of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
for  this  Committee  and  brought  the  matter 
before  the  House,  I  do  hope  that  the  Hnuse 
will  see  the  necessity  of  resisting  the  hon. 
Member's  Motion. 

Mk.  HUME  :  Sir,  it  is  not  necessary 
on  this  occasion  to  enter,  after  the  debate 
that  has  now  taken  place,  into  dottuls  on 
this  subject.  I  only  wish.  Sir,  to  say, 
that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  precedent  of 
this  case  ever  occurring  again.  I  trust  that 
England  will  never  be  giulty  of  such  harsh 
2U 
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cpndact  towards  any  country,  m  ahe  waa 
guilty  of  towards  Denmark.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve thero  is  any  chance  whatever  of  that. 
It  is  one  of  those  naeSHures  which  were 
moat  pernicious  and  disgraceful  to  the  Eng- 
lish nation;  and  I  think  that  those  who 
were  the  parties  to  this  transaction  should 
have  acquitted  themselves  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible of  the  claims  against  them.  The 
learned  Gentleman  says,  that  this  is  the 
first  time  that  this  class  of  claims  was  ad- 
mitted. Why,  Sir,  we  know  that  all  these 
claims  were  put  on  the  same  footing.  I 
beheve  I  hare  stated  them  twenty  times, 
or  at  least  as  many  times  as  this  subject 
has  been  brought  forward;  and  does  the 
hou.  Gentleman  make  any  distinction  when 
he  knows  that  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sitting  by 
him  did  not  make  any  distinction  between 
these  claims  ?  That  right  hon.  Qentleman 
rejected  them  all  in  the  first  instance  as 
unjust;  and  the  distinction  now  made  is  ri- 
diculous. It  is  trne,  Sir,  that  those  who 
advocated  these  claims  did,  in  consequence 
of  some  intimation,  make  a  division  be- 
tween these  three  classes;  hut  I  cannot  see 
any  distinction  between  them  whatever.  I 
think  the  learned  Geatlcman  on  this  side, 
who  has  stated  the  case,  has  drawn  a  line; 
hut  I  have  always  objected  to  the  Govern- 
ment insisting  that  a  declaration  of  war 
was  then  made.  I  have  only  to  say,  that 
an  argument  more  inconclusive  could  not 
be  brought  forward  on  any  question.  I 
consider  that  we  should  by  no  means  reject 
these  claims,  from  any  fear  of  a  precedent 
being  made  out  for  future  or  past  cases.  I 
state  that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  claims  of 
this  sort  being  hereafter  made.  I  consider 
that  the  parties  who  make  these  claims  are 
asking  for  nothing  but  justice,  and  that 
the  Government  would  be  acting  most  un- 
fairly in  refusing  a  Committee  to  inqnire 
into  these  claims.  Government  has  been 
in  possession  of  funds  to  the  amount  of 
apwarda  of  l,200,000i.,  and  this  they  have 
hod  in  their  possession  ever  since  the  year 
1607.  I  consider  that  ample  fonds  are 
still  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Mi- 
nisters to  pay  all  these  claims;  and  I  think 
Uinisters  should  be  compelled  to  pay  them. 
I  think  this  should  be  the  rule,  that  on 
whatever  ground  Government  may  think 
themselves  warranted  in  commencing  hoa- 
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tilities,  they  should  not  allow  some  portion 
of  the  people  to  suffer  by  such  proceedings, 
and  that  if  any  expenses  should  bo  incurred 
they  should  be  divided  eqtuiUj  amon(pA  t3\ 


dividuals  should  not  bear  the  loM.  I  think 
this  clear  from  documents  of  this  House, 
that  the  merchants,  before  they  left  the 
river  Thames,  asked  the  Admiralty  if 
there  was  any  danger  in  sending  their  ves- 
sels to  Denmark.  After  arriving  in  the 
Baltic,  they  abo  inqnired  of  the  En^ish 
Admiral  on  the  station;  and  the  answer 
they  received  from  him  waa,  "  No  danger. " 
The  merchants  were  deceived  by  the  Go- 
vernment. Government  conceued  their 
plans  by  giving  answers  which  they  knew 
were  erroneous.  Some  time  since  it  was 
alleged,  and  strong  arguments  held  in  Hoi 
House,  that  the  merchants  were  not  enti- 
tled to  compensation,  as  they  mi^t  hav« 
been  insured.  I  hare  not  heard  those 
arguments  to-night,  nor  have  I  beard  a 
sinzle  valid  argument  brought  forward  to- 
night in  opposition  to  these  claims.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  need  not  be 
atarmed  that  in  any  future  war  this  eon  he 
taken  as  any  precedent.  Ka  war  can  take 
place  upon  snch  principles,  and  attended 
with  such  circumstances.  I  think  wa 
may  throw  that  on  one  side.  I  ground  my 
vote,  as  I  always  have  done,  upon  thete 
two  plain  facts,  that  English  merchant* 
trading  to  Denmark  considered  that  they 
were  trading  under  the  protection  of  (he 
English  Government,  when  the  Qovem- 
ment  had  commenced  hostilities.  They 
had  no  advice,  and  received  no  infbrmatioB 
on  the  subject,  till  after  their  property  had 
been  seized.  Upon  these  grounds,  I  think 
that  these  individuals  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  the  Government  payment  of  th«r 
claims  ;  and  I  only  wish  that  I  could  add, 
and  interest.  The  amount  of  interest 
alone  would  more  than  twice  pay  the  whole 
amount  of  their  claims.  It  would  be  only 
justice  to  odd  the  interest  to  the  principal 
claimed  by  these  sufferers.  If  any  of  the 
claimants  are  gone  to  the  grave,  their  rela- 
tions may  now  come  forwai-d  and  justly  ask 
ofyou  compensation  fortbeir  claims.  Allyon 
are  asked  to  do  is  to  liquidate  those  claims. 
H;  opinion  is,  that  they  are  entitled  to  the 
whole,  principal  and  interest,  aa  fairiy  and 
as  justly  aa  any  individual  having  any  clum 
u^unst  any  other  individual.  I  trust  the 
House  will  support  the  Motion  of  iht  hon. 
Member,  as  it  did  formerly,  and  that  the 
Mimsters  will  not  act  aa  they  hare  heretofore 
done,  but  will  agree  to  the  Mo^on  and 
cheerfiiUy  carry  it  into  effect. 

Mb.  p.  T.  baring  :  I  am  anxious  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  subject,  becanae  1 
m'lvnaiaV^  <iffeied  the  Modon  my  determised 
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uf,  tliat  wbether  70U  hare  money  in  the 
Treuuiy  or  not,  if  this  claim  ia  &  juat 
flUim,  we  ara  bound  to  aocede  to  it.  I 
have  nerer  taken  it  aa  a  mere  financial 
qneatioD,  as  a  matter  of  ponnds,  ahiUingB, 
uid  peaae,  but  whether  the  olaim  waa 
founded  on  justice  or  not.  Certainly,  if  it 
had  been  founded  on  joatice,  no  feelings  of 
«conomj  would  hare  prerented  the  Govem- 
ment  of  which  I  was  a  Uember  doing 
joatice  to  the  parties.  Mj  hon.  Friend 
eays  that  these  caaes — I  am  sure  hia  me- 
mory fails  him — he  says  that  the  caaea 
before  the  House  must  be  held  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  other  caees  decided  by  the 
House  on  a  prerious  occasion ;  and  my 
hon.  Friend  is  good  enough  !«  say  that  the 
House  ought  not  to  hare  a  divided  opinion 
on  these  oaeea,  because  there  was  no  divi- 
sion of  opinion  on  the  others.  But  to  the 
preaent  cl|timB,  which  present  tbemselTOS  in 
A  new  form,  and  are  different  from  those 
■pecifiedby  Sir  James  Macldntoah,  I  ahall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  offer  every  opposition 
in  my  power.  I  think  that  no  want  of 
respect  on  my  part ;  for  I  feel  mjaelf 
bound,  looking  at  the  great  conaideration 
which  was  given  to  the  subject  when  I  waa 
in  office,  to  come  to  that  conclusion.  It 
n»y  be  tud  that  we  have  all  a  Treasury 
feeling  on  the  subjeot;  but  my  noble 
Friend  Earl  Spencer  otosely  examined  the 
question  for  himself — and  no  one  waa  bet- 
ter able  to  give  an  opinion,  on  aoeount  of 
hia  fair  and  upright  mind,  of  what  was  an 
equitable  claim — and  I  know  he  came  to  a 
decided  opinion  that  these  claimi  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  ;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  I 
folt  it  my  duty  to  consult  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown — Lord  Denman  and  Lord 
Cottenham  ;  and  with  ever;  respect  to  the 
hon.  Qentleman  who  sits  behind  me,  I 
must  Hsy  that  I  think  we  should  not  have 
been  justified  in  acceding  to  the  claims, 
when  we  were  adviaed  to  the  contrary  by 
such  high  autboptiea.  Sir  Herbert  Jen- 
ner  Fust,  the  Queen's  Advocate,  was 
amongst  the  number.  Besides  that,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Worcester  (Sir  T.  Wilde) 
conaidered  the  matter  with  the  greatest 
care,  and  was  occupied  for  several  days  in 
comparing  the  duplicatea  of  the  or^;tnal 
documents  on  which  the  clainia  were 
founded,  in  order  to  teat  their  accuracy, 
and  to  be  enabled  to  give  a  decided  opinion 
on  the  matter.  Then  Sir  WOliorn  Pollett, 
whoae  name  can  never  be  mentioned  in  this 
Houae  without  respect,  voted,  I  believe,  in 
favour  of  these  claims ;  and  I  reooUect 
ifaat,  when  ha  waa  imprinted  Solicitor  Ge- 


neral, he  was  taunted  with  changing  his 
opinions,  and  he  stated  distinctly  that  he 
gave  his  opinion  on  the  caae  that  waa  suh> 
mitted  to  him,  but  that  when  he  beard  the  . 
arguments  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wor- 
cester, ho  BaiA  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
Motion  of  Mr.  Creeawell,  oi  he  had  ceased 
to  have  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  upon  the  case. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentieman  (Mr. 
Watson)  has  stated  what  ia  no  doubt  the 
main  point  of  his  case,  that  these  were  r»- 
priaals,  and  not  capturee.  Now,  in  the 
first  place,  allow  me  to  suggest  to  him, 
that  I  believe  the  doctrine  of  declaration  (^ 
war  has  been  of  late  much  changed.  If 
the  hon.  Gentieman  were  colled  upon  to  give 
a  legal  opinion  out  of  doors,  he  would  say 
that  the  old  authorities  could  not  now  be 
adopted  with  respect  to  a  declaration  of 
war.  There  is  no  declaration  wanted  now 
to  constitute  war.  That  is  a  crotchet  that 
is  gone  by.  Open  hostilities  cooatitute 
war,  and  no  declaration  is  necessary.  But 
the  hon.  Qentleman  says  that  if  the 
declaration  of  the  16th  August  be  con- 
sidered as  a  declaration  of  war,  then 
the  caae  falls  to  the  ground.  He  says,  the 
declaration  of  the  16th  August  was  not 
a  declaration  of  war — I  mean  the  decla- 
ration of  Qluckstadt.  Now,  in  tiie  first 
place,  what  does  he  give  aa  a  defini- 
tion of  a  declaration  of  war  ?  Just  look  to 
that  declaration  of  the  I6th  August.  In 
the  fint  place,  let  the  House  read  that 
passage  which  states  that  war  had  actually 
commenced.  If  the  House  would  read  the 
declaration  of  war,  they  would  find  that 
the  property  of  Engliah  subjects  was  con- 
fiscated, and  that  ul  trade  was  prohibited 
between  tiie  two  countries.  There  ia  no 
necesaitj  for  a  particular  form  of  words 
in  the  declaration  of  war  ;  hut  this  paper 
solemnly  declares  war  between  the  two 
countries.  The  hon.  Qentleman  also  re- 
ferred to  the  construction  which  he  said 
had  been  put  upon  the  proclamation  of 
16th  August,  1807,  by  Lord  Cathcart  and 
Admiral  Qambier;  and  he  quoted  severd 
words  from  that  proclamation,  with  the 
view  of  showing  that,  although  thia  decla> 
ration  had  been  issned,  it  was  not  with  a 
view  of  oarrying  on  the  war.  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  however,  that  It  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  EngUsh  Government  at  that 
period  to  obtain  their  demands,  if  possible, 
by  fair  means ;  and  if  not,  that  forcible 
ones  would  be  resorted  to.  What  was 
the  language  of  the  two  officers  com- 
manding on  that  occasion  ?  They  stated 
that  the  country  was  not  then  the  theatra 
2U2 
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of  a  negotiation,  but  of  n  war.  Yet  tlie 
bon.  and  learned  Member  for  KiiiEale 
Btftted  that  tbis  waa  only  &  case  of  repriaal, 
ftnd  not  of  war.  There  is  another  docu- 
ment, and  a  very  important  one,  to  which 
I  muBt  briefly  refer.  It  is  the  one  bear- 
ing date  the  4th  Nov.,  IS07,  the  declara- 
tion of  war  by  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try. How  did  this  document  coromence  ? 
What  waa  the  oanstmction  put  upon  the 
declaration  of  I6th  August?  It  said, 
"  That  whereas  the  King  of  Denmark  haa 
issued  a  declaration  of  war  against  tbia 
country;" — and  then,  to  return  to  the  de- 
claration of  the  authorities  of  Denmark  of 
I6th  August,  we  found  it  stated  that  war 
had  actually  commenced.  I  cannot  see 
how  any  other  conclusion  could  have  been 
come  to  by  men  of  common  sense,  after 
reading  the  papers,  than  that  there  had 
been  a  positive  declaration  of  war.  I  am 
at  a  loss,  in  fact,  to  (Kinceive  how  any  human 
being,  looking  through  the  whole  of  these 
papers,  can  have  any  doubt  that  the  opin- 
ion eicpresBOd  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  Lord  Campbell, 
by  Sir  W.  Follett.  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Worcester,  is  right — that  a 
declaration  of  war  had  been  made — and 
that  these  had  been  fair  and  legal  captures. 
Whenever  questions  of  this  character 
come  on  for  discnasion  in  the  House,  gene- 
rally it  is  only  those  hon,  Members  whose 
constituents  are  directly  int«reEted  in  the 
result  who  are  t«  be  found  in  their  places  ; 
whilst  upon  the  present  there  is,  as 
well  as  on  previous  occaaions  there  has 
been,  but  a  very  scanty  attendance  of  inde- 
pendent Members,  arising,  I  presume,  from 
the  circumstance  that  it  is  considered  by 
thent  to  be  of  a  very  tiresome  nature.  I 
must  conclude  bj  expressing  my  intention 
of  voting  against  the  Motion  of  the  bon. 
Member  for  Lambeth. 

Mb.  MILNER  GIBSON  said:  Sir,  1 
have  been,  amongst  others,  requested  to 
support  these  claims,  and  in  giving  them 
my  support,  I  assure  you  that  I  do  not  io 
BO  without  haring  given  the  subject  some 
consideration.  I  will  not  trespass  long  on 
the  attention  of  the  House,  but  confine  my 
remarks  to  the  meaning  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  in  his  speech  argued  there  was 
a  declaration  of  war.  The  maia  point,  it 
Beeras  to  me,  to  be  considered  is,  whether 
or  not  there  was  a  declaration  of  war.  It 
appears  tome,  thefact of twooftheclaases 
01  claims  having  been  declared  to  be  good, 
»  an  admission  that  there  waa  no  dAc\wra^ 


stated;  and  such  appears  to  have  been  the 
opinion  of  Sir  W.  Follett,  as  br  as  the 
other  two  cases  were  concerned.  I  cannot 
see  how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
Government  can  admit  these  claims  as  thej 
have  done,  without  giving  op  the  positioB 
of  the  declaration  of  war.  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  the  present  claim  should  he  re- 
jected, having  conceded  the  other  claims, 
on  the  gronnd  of  the  declaration  of  war ; 
and  you  must,  therefore,  aivne  the  ease 
upon  totally  different  groundi.  With  re- 
gard to  the  minion  of  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown,  I  must  say  that  great  can 
should  be  exercised  in  takinE  their  omuan. 
I  have  uniformly  obserred  uiat  l^;iJ  Gen- 
tlemen give  different  opinions  when  in  office 
to  what  they  give  when  they  are  independ- 
ent Members.  When  the  Government  aiki 
them  for  an  opinion,  they  are  more  dis- 
posed to  give  a  favonrahle  opinion  to  the 
Government,  than  when  they  ar«  out  of 
office ;  for,  occupying  the  position  they  oc- 
cupy, they  are  pledged  to  support  the  Qo- 
vemment.  When theyareoutoif office, wh» 
they  give  an  opinion,  iLeir  legal  character  ii 
at  stake;  but  when  they  are  in  office  it  is  well 
known  that  they  are  expected  to  support  the 
Government,  and  their  opinion  is  expected  to 
be  accordingly.  In  as  far  as  I  learn,  legal 
Gentlemen  when  out  of  office,  have  given 
an  opinion  in  favour  of  these  claims.  Bat 
on  this  occasion  it  appears  that  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  Solicitor  General  shrink 
from  coming  forward  to  support  the  Oo- 
vemment.  This  proves  they  must  tliink 
the  case  of  the  claimants  one  of  uncommon 
strengtli.  If  the  Government  had  a  I^  to 
stand  upon,  the  law  officers  vrould  no  doubt 
have  been  here  to  support  them.  But 
instead,  we  find  the  case  so  strong  and 
convincing,  that  the  law  officers  are  un- 
willing to  appear  in  their  places  in  the 
House,  in  order  to  support  the  Oovem- 
mcnt.  I  must  further  observe,  that  the 
legal  character  of  both  .these  Gentlemen, 
when  they  were  independent  Hembers,  was 
distinctly  pledged  ta  support  these  claims, 
on  the  ground  of  international  law.  On  the 
grounds  of  justice,  therefore,  I  am  com- 
pelled, on  the  present  occasion,  to  give  my 
support  and  vote  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  brought  forward  tiie  present  Ifo- 


Mb.  WAKLET  said :  I  wish  to  ask  a 
single  question  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  represents  the  Government.  Will 
the  Government  pay  the  money   if  the 

IB  au  MuuiiHsiou  iruaii  mere  was  no  ivecuaa-  i^wm  decides  in  favour  of  the  Motion? 

(ion   of  war.    1  undentood  \b  to  \m  wiXlVift  <i;ana\it>»^  ^i>&  >»«»,  %M»iui&  «n<aML 
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timet  before,  by  a  vote  in  its  f&Tonr,  yet 
the  Govertunent  hare  not  given  effect 
In  doing  thftt  have  they  not  been  guilty  of 
contempt  of  tbe  House ;  and  are  they  not 
liable  to  solitary  confinement  as  much  as 
tbe  bon.  Oentleman  whose  case  boa  lately 
excited  tbe  attention  of  the  House  ?  The 
House,  on  former  occaaionB.  has  repeat- 
edly decided  in  favour  of  these  claimB;  yet 
tbe  Qovemment  has  treated  them 
contempt.  A  legal  argument  baa  a 
and  out  of  that  wilderness  it  appears  we 
shall  not  get ;  for  the  bon.  and  learned 
Member  behind  me,  when  he  commenced 
his  speech,  said  that,  on  every  principli 
of  international  law,  this  money  ought 
to  be  paid,  and  he  quoted  as  bis  autbori- 
ties  GrotiuB  and  Vattol ;  but  up  rises  on 
hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  on  the  other 
side,  and  be  says  that,  on  every  principle 
of  internadonal  law,  the  money  ought  not 
to  be  paid,  and  he  also  quotes  as  his 
rities  GrotiuB  and  Vattel.  It  was  perfectly 
ridiculoustopursueacourseliketbis.  These 
claims  ought  to  be  examined  on  a  strict 
principle  of  justice.  The  bon.  Oentleman 
tbe  Member  for  Lambeth  stated  this  even- 
ing that  he  would  confine  bis  case  to  those 
in  which  adjudication  had  already  taken 
place.  He  said  that  be  would  not  carry  his 
case  further ;  and  as  the  House  bod  al- 
ready four  times  decided  titat  these  claims 
were  just,  he  wished  the  House  to  vindi- 
cate that  opinion,  and  thus  prevent  any 
necessity  for  their  being  further  troubled 
on  the  matter. 

CoLOHEL  SIBTHORP  had  always  voted 
in  favour  of  these  claims,  because  he  con- 
ceived them  to  be  founded  in  justice.  He 
should  pursue  the  same  course  upon  the 
present  occasion,  and  hoped  all  bon.  Mem- 
bers on  bis  side  the  House,  whether  they 
•at  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Treasury  benches 
or  not,  who  had  ever  supported  them, 
would  not  shrink  from  doing  bo  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

Mr.  HA\VSS  said:  I  shall  occupy  tbe 
time  of  tbe  House  but  for  a  very  short 
period,  in  reply  to  one  or  two  of  the  obser- 
vations of  tue  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  this  de- 
claration of  war  ;  and  my  hon.  and  learned 
Fnend  has  relied  upon  this  as  a  main 
point  in  this  case.  Now,  will  the  House 
hear  one  circumstance  in  reference  to  tliat 
declaration  ?  The  expedition  left  this  coun- 
try in  July,  and  no  declaration,  expressing 
any  hostile  intention  was  then  issued.  The 
convention  was  signed  on  the  7th 


pot  an  end  to  any  previous  declaration  of 
war,  if  such  existed.  Hostilities,  might, 
therefore,  be  considored  as  ceased,  and 
each  country  woe  supposed  to  be  on  a  good 
understanding  with  the  other.  Now,  un- 
der those  circumstances,  what  becomes  of 
the  declaration  of  war  on  the  16th  August? 
That  was  put  an  end  to.  The  declaration 
of  the  Council  on  the  4th  November  was 
headed  in  the  Annual  Register  "  A  Decla- 
ration of  War  ;"  but  that  was  merely  an 
Order  !n  Council,  authorizing  the  issue  of 
letters  of  marque  for  the  purposes  of  repri- 
sal. I  do  eay,  then,  that  the  declaration 
of  war  on  the  16th  August  was  superseded 
by  the  convention  which  was  afterwards 
signed  by  the  two  countries.  ■  I  did  not  say 
one  word  about  it ;  and  I  purposely  left  it 
out,  because  it  was  put  an  end  to  by  their 
subsequent  conduct.  But  the  present  was 
not  a  techical  question ;  it  ought  not  to  be 
decided  on  technical  grounds.  The  Oo* 
vemment  had  received  the  money,  had 
applied  the  money  to  its  own  purposes, 
and  ought  to  pay  it.  I  am  not  in  such  » 
ease  to  be  met  by  the  technicalities  of  law; 
and  if  you  do  resort  to  low,  what  was  the 
opinion  of  Sir  W.  FoUett  and  Dr.  Lush- 
ington  ?  1  hold  in  my  hand  the  opinion 
of  Su-  W.  Follett,  in  which  he  states  that 
these  very  claimants  whom  you  have  paid, 
have  no  real  claim  at  all.  Why  did  you 
pay  them  then  ?  It  was  on  the  principles 
of  equity  you  did  so.  The  words  of  tbe 
opinion  are  these: — "This  question  is  not 
a  question  of  taw,  nor  hare  either  classes 
of  the  claimants  any  legal  claim  upon  tbe 
British  Government.  '  You  paid  the  debt 
— well,  why  did  you  pay  it  ?  You  felt 
that  there  were  higher  claims  upon  you 
than  those  of  law  ;  you  felt  that  there  were 
of  equity  and  of  justice,  which  you 
could  not  dispute.  The  highest  men  in 
the  realm  have  been  the  advocates  of  these 
claims.  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  spoke  for  them ; 
and  1  ask  you  was  he  a  man  to  speak  for 
anything  mat  was  unfair  or  unjust  ?  Why, 
what  have  you  done?  You  have  granted  a 
solemn  investigation  into  the  case,  and 
after  having  cut  down  their  claim  from 
500,000i.  to  224,0O0i.,  are  you  prepared 
to  turn  round  and  say,  we  will  not  pay 
you  ?  If  you  stand  upon  the  high  ground 
of  law,  you  had  no  right  to  hare  put  them 
to  this  expense.  You  had  no  right  to  have 
investigated  the  matter  and  made  a  mock- 
ery of  justice.  It  is  not  on  a  mere  ques-  ' 
tion  of  law  I  argue  ;  I  argue  here  as  a 
plain    man    of    business    connected   with 


ber  with  Denmark,  and  it,  therefore,  b»d   trade ;  end  1  do  say,  that  the  trade  and 
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interests  of  this  cotmtiy  lutre  been  treftted 
witb  injustice,  and  It  JB  agaiiut  that  injiu- 
tice  that  I  more  for  tbie  ConuuittiM  of 
Inquiry. 

The  House  then  divided : — Ayes  59 ; 
Noes  41:  Majoritj  18. 

Litl  of  the  Ates. 


AelioDby,  H.  A. 

Manglea,  R.  D. 

sSne.W. 

BMUwnnui,A. 

MiuheU,  T.  A. 

BaroU;,  D. 

MoriHM.  Gen. 

Banu>rd,  E.  G. 

Neeld,  J. 

Boiihwiek.  P. 

Norrey.,  SirD.J. 

Bouterio,  ban.  G.  P. 

O'Brien,  T. 

Br^dlej,  H. 

0'ConDeU,D. 

Browne;  R.  D. 

O'ConneU.  M. 

OTonneU,  J. 

Boiler,  C. 

O-Conor  Don 

Caylej.  E. 

Ogle,  S.  C.  II. 

Chapman,  A. 

Ord,W. 

Chrirtie,  W.  D. 

Palmer,  G. 

D-Ejnconrt.rt.hn.C.T 

PecheU.  Cpt. 

Duke,  Sir  J. 

Powell,  C. 

DuDcan.  G. 

Ricbanb,  R. 

Esmonde.SirT. 

Rumbold,  C.  E. 

Ew.rt,W. 

Sibthorp,  Col. 

Fielden,  J. 

Spooner,  R. 

F<.r.(«r.H. 

Gib>oii,T.  H. 

ThompMn,  Aid. 

Hanmer.  Sir  J. 

Thornely,  T. 

Eotham,  Lord 

W.kler,  T. 

Hodwn.  Q. 

WarbDrton,  U. 

Hnme.  J. 

Ward,  II.  G. 

Humpher;,  Aid. 

Wawn,  J.  T. 

Hutl,  W. 

Worce«ter,MarqtMMO 

Jamei.  Sir  W.  C. 

Kemble,  H. 

Hawes,  B. 

Mackeniie,  T. 

W.t«BI,  J. 

Lilt  of 

he  Noes. 

A'Conrt,  Capt. 

Goulbnrn,  K.  hon,  H. 

BariUj.H. 

Gfaban.,rt.hon.SirJ 

Baring,  rt.  hon.  F.  T. 

Greene,  T. 

Baiidj,  rt.  hon.  W.  B. 

Haje.,  Sir  E. 

Bowlel,  Adm. 

Hope,  G.  ff . 

Brooko,  Sir  A.  B. 

Jcrmjii,  Earl 

Brace,  Lord  E. 

M'Neiil,  D. 

Bockle}'.  E. 

MejneU,  Capt. 

Crd-eU.  E. 

Ne,me,  E.  '^ 

Carew,  W.  H.  P. 

Fatten,  J.  W. 

Carnegie,  hon.  Capt. 

Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 

Clerk,  rt.  hon.  Sir  0. 

Peel,  J. 

Cockbarn,  rt.  hn.  Sir  G 

Smrthe,  hon.  G. 

Somer«t.  Lord  G. 

Corry,  rt.  hon.  H. 

Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 

Cripps,  W. 

Trench,  Sit  F.  ff. 

Damor.  hon.  Cot. 

TufneU,  H. 

DoagUs.  Sir  C.  E. 

Wellesley,  Lord  C. 

Duckworth,  Sir  J.  T.B. 

Wortler,  hon.  J.  5. 

EMott,  B. 

TILUtat. 

Fitiroy,  hon.  11. 

Toang.  J. 

Flower,  Sir  J. 

Baring,  H. 

RAILWAY  LABOURERS. 
Mr.  BOUVERIE  moved— 

"  For  a  Select  Commiltee  to  inquire  into  the 
eondition  of  the  Lalourere  employed  in  the  con- 
■truclion  of  Bailwayt  and  other  public  worki,  and 
into  the  r«ffledi(ji  which  ma^  be  calculated  to 


leaaan  tlie  peonliar  erili,  if  auf,  of  that  nnail 


appeared  in  Kmie  flf 
the  morning  papers  relative  to  »  ajstOB 
that  was  or  had  been  in  <^>ef«ti<m  <ni  an 
Irish  nuIwBj — he  alluded  to  the  Dubiin 
and  MulliDgar  line.  It  waa  alleged  thmt 
the  labourers  were  on  that  line  onlj  paid 
once  a  month,  and  not  in  mono/,  bat  in 
pieces  of  paper,  something  in  the  shue  of 
promissoiy  notes.  The  hon.  Member  read 
a  copy  of  one  of  those  documents,  wfaifh 
was  to  the  following  effect: — *'  Hollingar 
— Pay  the  bearer  one  shilling,  which  we 
will  par  on  demand  at  our  office    here. 

(Signed) ,"     He  would  not  mention 

the  name  attached  to  the  document ;  it 
was  Bufficient  to  notice  the  existaice  of 
such  a  system,  to  show  the  nnrnanilji  for 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  rwhnj 
labourers.  He  would  not  detain  the  Hotue 
by  maUng  a  speech,  at  he  hoped  tfaera 
would  be  no  objection  offered  to  hi«  Mo- 

Mr.  EWART,  in  seconding  the  Uotioa 
of  his  hon.  Friend,  said,  that  the  immorali^ 
that  was  known  to  exist  to  so  gr«at  an 
extent  amongst  that  class  of  people  vraa, 
in  his  opinion,  a  sufficient  reason  for  i«- 
quiring  that  some  inquiry  should  be  made. 

Sir  J.  GRAHAM  would  save  the 
Speaker  the  trouble  of  putting  the  ques- 
tion, by  at  once  stating  that  it  was  not 
bis  intention  to  oppose  the  inquiiy.  He 
was  obliged  to  the  hon.  Member  for  bring- 
ing the  matter  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  although  he  did  not  anticipate 
that  anything  very  important  would  result 
from  the  inquiries  of  a  Committee.  He 
considered  that  railway  companies  did  not 
sufficiently  avail  themselves  of  the  powers 
with  which  they  were  vested,  in  keeping 
an  efficient  police  force  along  their  respec- 
tive lines;  and  he  thought  that  they  should 
be  compelled  to  do  so.  He  must  say,  that 
in  many  districts  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  payments  should  be  made  to 
the  labourers  in  kind,  and  not  in  money. 
Ho  mentioned  more  particularly  West- 
moreland, in  many  parts  of  which,  where 
railway  labourers  were  employed,  ther 
were  eight  or  ten  miles  from  any  town, 
and  therefore  in  such  cases  it  would  be 
impossible,  if  they  were  not  piud  in  that 
way,  that  the  workmen  conld  obtain  crcn 
the  common  necessaries  of  life.  He  knew, 
however,  that  the  system  was  open  to  great 
abuse  ;  be  altogether  condemned  the  prin- 
ciple of  paying  the  people  in  paper  noteSf 
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tad  he  boped  that  aomeUiiiu  might  b« 
done  to  put  an  end  to  it.  He  also  ad- 
mitted that  the  subject  was  one  of  great 
importance,  which  it  was  worth  inquiring 
into  before  a  Committee ;  and  whatever 
Buggcationa  they  Hboulil  make  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  would  be  hia  dut;  to  attend  to. 
Mr.    HUMB    condemned    the    "truck 

SRtem;"  bat,  at  the  same  time  said, 
ere  were  many  adrantagM  conferred 
upon  labourers  bj  large  oompaniei  sup- 
plying them  with  the  neoegaariea  they  re- 
quired. He  recollected  viutmg  the  Tory 
extensive  works  that  were  established  at 
Lanark.  There  all  the  workpeople  were 
supplied  with  every  necessary  at  15  per 
eent  cheaper  than  they  could  have  pur- 
chased them  elsewhere.  He  had  no  ob- 
rion  to  the  proposed  inquiry,  because 
thought  that  it  would  lead  to  the  con- 
tiction  that  the  lose  they  interfered  be- 
tween the  employers  and  the  employed,  it 
would  be  so  much  the  better  for  both. 

RAILWAY  LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  HUDSON  rose,  pursuant  to  the 
Notice  he  had  given,  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  the  fallowing  Clause  should 
be  inserted  in  all  Railway  Bills  of  the  pre- 
sent Session,  by  which  new  companies  are 
to  be  incorporated  : — 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  thkC  the  directon  shall, 
iritbiD  throe  montha  of  the  paaaiag  of  this  Act, 
Maw  the  nmneB  and  sdditiomi  of  a][  the  •erenJ 
eorporations  and  periong  entiUed  to  shares  in  the 
eempan]',  to  be  entered  In  the  '  Register  of  Share- 
holders,'  directed  to  be  kept  bj  '  tho  Companies 
Clauses  Coosolidation  Act.  18iS  ;'  and  the  said 
directors  shall  cause  an  eitraordiaarj  meetiL^  of 
the  shareholders  in  the  company  to  be  called  trith- 
bl  six  months  from  the  paaaing  of  this  Act,  for 
the  pnrpOH  of  aoDsidering  and  determining  whe- 
ther the  company  shall  proceed  in  the  eiecation 
of  the  powera  of  thii  Act,  or  whether  such  oom- 

C.nj  shnll  he  forthwith  dissolved  ;  and  it  ihall  be 
•Hill  for  such  meeting  so  called,  at  vhicb  three- 
flfthi  at  leait  of  nich  ahareholden  shall  be  pnnent, 
either  personaUy  or  b;  preij,  to  determine  either 
that  the  oompan]'  shall  proceed  in  the  execution 
of  tho  powers  of  this  Act,  or  that  the  company 
shaU  he  forthwith  dissolfcd  ;  provided  that  before 
«iicb  meeting  be  called,  it  shall  not  be  lawfitl  tor 
the  oompaDjr  or  the  directeri  to  pat  in  force  taj 
of  the  powera  of  this  Act  relative  to  the  taking  or 
uiiog  of  land  ;  and  in  case  such  meeting  so  called 
■hall  determine  that  the  oompany  be  forthwith 
dissolved,  tho  companj'  shall  be  tbereupon  forth- 
with dissolved  accordingly,  except  for  the  purpow 
of  winding  up  the  afikirs  thereof  as  hereinafter 
mentioned  ;  and  thenceforth  all  the  powers  of  this 
Act  with  relation  to  the  taking  or  using  of  land, 
or  otherwise,  shall  absolutely  cease  and  determine, 
anything  herein  contained  to  the  oantnry  not- 
withstaoding  (subjeot,  and  withont  prejudice  to  all 
uittinj  debts,  liabUilies,  w  agreements  coatraet. 


•d  or  entered  into  by  tlia  oompany,  and  subjeot  to 
the  prorisions  hereinafter  contuned] ;  and  tba 
directors,  afier  lull  payment  and  aatiB&otion,  in 
the  Bnt  inMauoe,  of  all  Che  debts,  liabilitJee,  and 
agreements  contracted  or  entered  into  by  the 
company,  and  of  such  DOmpensation  ai  hereby 
provided,  (hall  divide  the  residue  or  surplus  of  the 
moneys  and  effects  of  or  belonging  to  the  said 
company,  rateabiy  amoog  the  shareholders  in  the 
said  company  in  proportion  to  their  respective  in- 
terests therein :  provided,  nevertheless,  that  tba 
company  shall  make  full  compeesatioQ  to  all 
owners,  lessees,  aod  oocupiers  of  land  and  others, 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  provided  in  eases 
of  compensation  fbr  land  required  for  the  purposea 
of  this  Act,  fbr  all  lou,  damage,  oobCs,  charges, 
and  expenses  which  they  may  respectively  have 
sustained  or  been  put  unto  in  eonaequence  of  tha 
proceedings  of  the  company  in  obtainiog  this  Act, 
or  under  any  of  the  powers  thereof;  the  amooat 
to  be  osoertained,  in  case  of  dispute,  by  the  verdict 
of  a  jury,  or  by  reference  Co  arbitration,  as  herein 
provided  io  other  cases  of  disputed  oompensation  ; 
and  all  oorporatioos  and  persons  to  or  with  wbom 
such  debts,  liabilities,  or  agreements  shall  have 
been  cootraoted,  or  entered  into,  or  who  shall  bo 
entitled  to  any  such  compensation  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  notwithstanding  the  determination  of  sucli 
meeting,  have  such  and  the  same  rights  and  reme- 
dies a^tinst  the  said  company  for  the  recovery  and 
enforcement  thereof  respectively,  as  they  would 
have  bad  if  no  such  meeting  had  taken  plaoe,  and 
as  if  the  company  had  continued  to  euit :  And  b* 
it  furtber  enacted,  that  if  the  directors  shall  not 
within  four  months  trom  the  passing  of  this  int 
oauae  due  notice  of  such  extraordinary  meeting  to 
be  given,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  six  or  mora  of 
the  penons  entitled  to  shares  in  the  said  under- 
taking, holding  in  the  whole  shares  or  stock  to  tha 
amount  of  at  least  SfiOOL  to  call  such  meeting  by 
notice,  signed  by  aaoh  shareholders,  and  published 
in  the  manner  required  by  this  Act  with  regard  t« 
extraordinnry  meetings  of  the  company;  and  tba 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  so  called  by  sncll 
sbareholden.  at  which  thrne-flftha  at  least  of  the 
shareholders  shall  be  present  either  peraonally  or 
by  proxy,  shall  be  as  valid,  and  shall  have  tha 
came  force  and  efliKit.  as  if  such  meeting  had  been 
duly  called  by  the  directors  ;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  winding  np  the  aflUrs  of  the  said  company,  in 
case  such  meeting  shall  determine  on  the  diasoln- 
tion  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  lor  such  meeting  to 
appoint  a  Committee,  consisting  of  auch  number  of 

r-sons  as  they  shall  think  fit,  being  shareholders 
the  company;  and  the  directors  ahall  forthwith 
transfer  to  such  Committee  all  documents,  books, 
papers,  and  acoonnta  of  or  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany, and  ahall  also  transfer  to  such  Committee 
all  moneys,  securities  for  moaeya,  and  other  ef- 
fects and  property  of,  or  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany ;  and  such  Committee,  or  tbs  survivon  or 
survivor  thereof,  ahall  forthwith  proceed  to  wind 
up  the  affiurs  of  the  company,  and  shall,  in  tha 
flrst  place,  convert  into  money  such  of  tbe  eSeets 
aa  shall  not  consist  of  money,  and  pay  and  dis- 
charge all  the  debts,  cootraota,  and  liabilities  of 
the  oompany,  and  subject  thereto,  and  to  the  ne- 
cessary eipeoaes  of  such  Committee  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  powers,  the  surplus  of  the  said 
moneys  ahall  be  forthwith  divided  by  such  Com- 
mittee rateahly  amongst  the  shareholders  In  the 
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or  neglecting  to  tnnifer  to  any  nicb  Ciiiiimittve 
the  dodunents^  books,  papcn,  and  acco 
moneji.  ind  other  property  and  effect*  of  the 
eompBDjr,  within  ten  rtayi  after  demand,  in  — ^* 
ing,  li^ed  by  nieh  Conunhlee,  or  the  warr 
or  gnnlTor  of  Ihnn,  and  deliferpd  to  »nj  o 
nieb  directon,  or  left  at  hi<  but  or  nana]  place  of 
abode,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  inich  Committee,  or 
the  Borritors  or  flurriTor  of  them,  to  pau  a 
lotion  that  such  company  ia  desirotu  to 
up  its  atEairt ;  and  upon  a  copy  of  ntcb  resolution, 
■ilfDed  by  any  one  or  more  of  lueb  Committ«e, 
being  fllnl  in  the  ofttce  of  the  Lord  Chanoellor'i 
Secretary  of  Banknijita,  erery  mcb  oompany  ihall 
be  dwmed  to  hare  committed  an  act  ofbankntptey 
St  (he  time  of  filing  the  copy  of  inch  reulotion, 
and  thereupon  luch  proceedings  shall  be  bad  and 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  vinding  ap  the  affiiira  of 
the  said  company  as  are  directed  in  and  by  an 
Act  passed  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Her 
present  Majetly,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for  Eicilitaling 
the  winding  op  the  a&in  of  Joint  Stock  Compa- 
nies nnable  to  meet  their  pecuniary  engagements,' 
in  the  case  of  any  of  the  acts  of  bwikruptcy 
therein  mentioned,  being  committed  by  ths  com- 
panies therein  referred  to :  prorided  that  notice 
■hall  be  given  by  the  directors,  or  such  committee 
as  aforesaid,  if  appointed,  of  the  determination  of 
inch  meeting  of  shareholden,  to  be  called  aa  a£n«- 
laid,  with  reference  to  tbe  proceeding  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  powera  of  this  Act.  or  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  company,  in  the  LonJoH  GaxMi,  and 
jn  one  or  more  newspaper*  of  eacfa  eonnty  in 
which  the  landi  propoiied  to  be  affected  by  this 
Act  shall  lie,  within  fourteen  day*  from  the  hold- 
ing of  such  meeting  :  and  at  any  auch  meeting  to 
be  held  as  afore«.iiil.  (he  roting  ahnll  take  pbra  in 
the  manner  prcucribed  in  the  '  Companies  Clauses 
Consolidation  Ad,  1845,'  with  reference  to  meet> 
ings  of  sbaroholdcr*  tberein  referred  to." 
Id  moring  the  adoption  of  that  CUusc,  tbe 
hon.  GeotlemaD  autd  that  at  the  time  he 
had  first  given  notice  of  it,  he  wae  not 
aware  of  the  intentions  of  the  Goremment 
with  regard  to  the  st«pa  that  had  Bince 
been  adopted  by  them  in  reference  to  the 
winding  up  of  railway  companieH ;  but 
upon  a  careful  conaide ration  of  the  Resoln- 
tiona  adopted  by  the  House,  he  was  still 
of  opinion  that  tbe  clause  be  then  proposed 
was  wanting.  He  must  observe  that  be- 
fore the  deed  could  have  cSect,  it  should 
be  signed  by  shareholders  for  the  full 
amount  of  the  estiniat«d  capital,  so  that  it 
was  even  still  in  tbe  power  of  tbe  directors 
of  any  company  to  avoid  putting  the  Act 
in  force  after  it  should  have  been  obtained, 
by  not  allowing  it  to  be  completed.  But 
the  effect  of  bis  clause  would  be  to  compel 
the  completion  of  the  registration  of  share- 
holders, and  thereby  give  to  those  parties 
who  had  signed  the  deed  an  opportunity  of 
getting  rid,  if  they  should  so  think,  fit, 
of  the  liabilities  to  which  they  had  tbere- 
'>y  subjected  themselves.  Tbe  Resolutions 
pSBsed  by  tbe  House  already  bad  not  pro- 
vided for  the  clnsB  to  which  he  referred. 


ThcT  had  merely  provided  power  for  tba 
seripholders  to  meet  and  decide  wfaetlMr 
they  would  or  would  not  proceed  with  the 
undertaking.  But  the  Honse  shonld  reeoi- 
lect  that  the  scripholders  might  pass  reao- 
lutions  empowering  the  directors  to  proceed, 
whilst,  as  tbe  law  stood,  the  purchaaen  at 
scrip  were  not  compelled  to  register  it;  and 
the  original  subscribers  to  the  deed,  how- 
ever  unwilling  they  might  have  been  to  g« 
on  with  the  undertaking,  would  remaii 
hable,  and  might  be  called  on  to  raise  tbe 
money  to  complete  the  work  when  it  wonld 
have  been  found  to  be  an  utterly  unprttfit- 
■ble  gpecolation.  Some  such  clanse  ■• 
that  he  then  proposed  was  absolut^y 
wanting,  no  remedy  whatsoerer  faavin^ 
been  otherwise  provided  for  the  signers  of 
the  deed;  and  his  object  waato  give  to  the 
bon^  fide  subscribers  an  opportunity  of  re- 
considering tbeir  condition,  and  not  only  ctf 
reviewing  their  position,  but  of  winding'  m 
tbe  concern  if  they  should  think  fit.  A 
strong  case  in  point,  showing  the  necessity 
for  such  a  power,  occurred  in  the  year 
1836,  when  a  great  number  of  Billa  for  the 
formation  of  Joint-stock  companies  were 
passed.  Tbe  subscribers  to  the  deeds  soM 
their  scrip;  and  after  a  lapse  of  two  or 
three  years,  and  long  after  thcr  had 
thought  themselves  quite  rid  of  their  liabi- 
lities, they  were  colled  upon  in  the  year 
1839  to  pay  up  demands  of  301.  and  401. 
a  share,   by  which  numbers  were  totally 

ViBcotST  EBRIN'GTON  differed  in  opi- 
nion with  the  hon.  Member  for  Simder- 
land  (Mr.  Hudson)  as  to  what  he  said  in 
reference  to  their  being  no  necessity  for 
inquiry — as  he  considered  it  abaolutety  ne- 
cessary, if  for  no  other  reason,  on  accotint 
of  tbe  large  numbers  of  labourers  that  hod 
been  recently  killed  and  wounded  at  one 
of  these  public  undertakings.  From  tbe 
immense  number  of  these  people  who 
were  congregated  together,  away  friHn 
their  friends  and  relations,  and  without 
possessing  any  tie  to  connect  them  with 
tbeir  superiors,  except  that  of  receiving 
their  weekly  payi$ents,  and  being,  as  he 
might  add,  altogether  devoid  of  control 
and  discipline,  they  possessed  all  the  evila 
ithout  any  of  the  benefits  of  a  Btandtng 
army. 

Mr.  mangles  saiA,  that  no  one  could 
e  or  bear  of  tbe  manner  in  which  the 
railway  labourers  lived  and  conducted 
themselves,  as  they  were  so  different  from 
all  other  description  of  labourers,  without 
at  once  adiDitting  that  some  ioqnii^  should 


C.oo^^lc 


133d        BaUway  Ii«ffitiatiM.  {Apkil  30} 


Dr.  Fitegmild. 


1330 


be  made  into  their  condition.  The  hon. 
Hember  referred  to  a  gross  ontrage  that 
bad  lately  been  committed  on  two  respect- 
able femolea,  bj  some  mffians  who  were 
labonren  on  a  line  of  railway  in  Westmor- 
land, to  ahow  the  state  of  demoralization 
in  which  that  class  of  persons  existed,  and 
the  necessity  there  was  for  some  improre- 
ment.  He  thanked  his  hon.  Friend  for 
bringing  the  anhject  nnder  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Honse. 

Ur.  AGLIONBY  rose  to  express  hia 
opinion  that  it  was  a  dangerous  thing  to 
have  snob  a  lai^  body  of  men  assembled 
together,  without  having  them  nnder  com- 
plete control.  There  hod  been  several  in- 
stances where  riots  had  ensued  between 
the  Scotch  and  Irish  labonrers  engaged  on 
the  several  lines,  and  therefore  he  thought 
there  was  a  necessity  for  some  check  being 
pat  upon  them  to  prevent  their  recurrence. 

Hr.  WAKLEY  thought  it  was  very 
creditable  to  the  Oovemment  to  have 
yidded  so  readily  to  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman;  but  he  did  not  know 
what  was  to  be  gained  by  the  inqiury.  It 
vaa  notorious  that  the  labourers  preferred 
amnsing  themselves  to  going  to  enurch  on 
Sundays,  and  their  inquiry  could  not  alter 
that.  The  people  themBelves  had  not  com- 
plained of  their  condition,  and  if  they  had, 
fie  would  venture  to  say,  their  complaint 
would  not  have  been  attended  to — as  he 
knew  that  when  the  people  petitioned  the 
House  for  the  redress  of  any  grievance, 
their  petitions  were  never  taken  notice  of; 
but  when  there  was  no  petition  from  the 
people  them  selves,  immediately  the  greatest 
alacrity  was  displayed  in  granting  any  Mo- 
tion made  by  an  hon.  Member;  which  ap- 
peared to  him  most  extraordinary,  and  a 
eircumstance  that  he  could  not  account 
for.  They  had  business  enough  before  the 
House  already,  without  superadding  this 
discussion,  if  tlie  people  were  ignorant,  it 
was  the  fault  of  the  State,  which  ^d  not 
provide  sufficient  education  for  them.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  poor  should  be  de- 
barred from  rational  recreation  upon  Sun- 
day, and  thought  that  any  infringement  on 
their  humble  sports  by  the  people's  House 
would  be  a  most  impcditic  as  wdl  as  a  most 
improper  proceeding. 

Sir  G.  grey  said,  that  it  was  evident 
the  facts,  though  notorious,  were  not  known 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury.  The 
hon.  Member  could  never  have  seen  the 
report  of  Mr.  Chadwick  as  to  some  lines. 
It  vras  clear  from  that  that  there  were  evils 
to  he  checked  which  conM  not  be  desig- 


nated as  "innocent  enjoyments."  He 
was  quite  sure  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Hover  to  impose  any  undue  restraints 
on  the  railway  labourers  :  all  he  required 
was  that  a  proper  check  should  be  placed 
upon  them,  so  as  to  have  a  moral  and  reli- 
gious effect.  He  must  do  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sunderland  the  justice  to  say,  that 
he  had  immediately  adopted  a  plan  for  the 
benefit  of  the  labourers.  He  aid  not  hope 
much  from  leg^Iation  on  this  subject;  but 
the  inquiry  would  do  great  good  if  it  called 
the  attention  of  the  railway  directore  to  the 
wants  of  the  labourers. 

Sir  W.  JOLLIFFB  thought  great  good 
would  be  effected  by  inquiry.  He  be- 
lieved tiiat  under  the  present  state  of 
thbgs  the  men  were,  in  many  cases,  de- 
frauded by  the  truck  system. 

Mr.  O'CONNELL  was  convinced  this 
inquiry  would  do  nothing  but  good.  Where 
mischief  existed,  it  would  point  out  the  re- 
medy for  it;  and  where  good  mauagement 
prevailed,  it  would  stimulate  others  to  imi- 
tate such  an  example.  Bis  chief  object  in 
rising  was  to  say  he  had  no  such  horror  of 
the  truck  system  as  had  seemed  to  prevail 
amongst  some  hon.  Members.  He  be- 
lieved the  effect  of  it  in  many  cases  was  to 
enable  the  employer  to  give  employment  to 
the  labourers  longer  than  they  could  other- 
wise continue  it.  The  labourer  under  it 
was  much  better  and  more  cheaply  sup- 
plied than  by  the  village  shopkeeper  or  the 
huckster;  and  on  the  part  of  the  labourers 
employed  on  Irish  railways,  he  must  say 
he  had  no  such  superstitious  horror  of  the 
truck  system  as  seemed  to  sway  many  in 
that  House. 

Mr.  BECKETT  DEXISON  thought, 
from  information  which  he  received,  that 
abuses  often  prevailed  under  that  system. 
These  poor  men  ought,  when  necessary,  to 
be  protected,  as,  thongh  they  received  high 
wages,  they  worked  harder  and  exhausted 
life  faster  than  any  other  class.  He  was 
bound  to  say  that  in  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  the  navigators  were  a  very 
orderly  set  of  persons. 

Dr.  BOWRING  concurred  in  the  neces- 
sity of  inquiry.  The  truck  system  was 
often  employed  in  a  most  intolerant  and 
intolerable  way. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

DR.  FITZGEEALD. 

Mn.   O'CONNELL  begged  to  state  to 

the  House  the  following  facts  connected 

with  the   Motion  he  was  about  to  make. 

Two  perMQB  of  the  name  of  Eyly  had  beat 
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tried  at  the  Ust  Waterford  uums,  for  the 
offence  of  endearouriog  to  hire  two  pereoDs 
to  commit  a  murder  on  a  man  named 
Maher.  Those  penoiu  had  been  com- 
mitted on  the  charge,  and  had  lived  in 
gaol  for  sii  or  eight  moDthg  before  trial. 
An  applicatioa  had  been  made  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  to 
let  them  out  on  bail;  bnt  the  Crown  ro- 
usted that  application.  The  matter  en- 
tirely originated  in  the  misconduct  of  the 
■tipeodiarj  magistrate,  Dr.  Fitzgerald, 
who  took  the  depontions  of  the  witnesses 
against  the  Kyljs,  and  gave  them  some 
general  caution,  but  endeavoured  to  obtain 
a  confessiou  of  guilt  from  them.  The  wit- 
nesses against  them  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  police;  and  he  could,  with  the  greatest 
fikcility,  have  brought  those  witnesses  for- 
ward, and  read  their  evidence  before  the 
prisoners.  But  he  did  no  such  thing.  He 
concealed  the  depositions;  and  up  to  the 
time  of  the  assizes,  the  prisoners  had  no 
notice  of  the  nature  of  the  evidence  against 
them.  The  foUowing  remarkable  fact, 
showing  the  amount  of  misconduct  of  which 
the  stipendiary  magistrate  had  been  guilt  j, 
Bt4>od  out  in  the  case  before  them.  At  the 
trial  one  of  the  principal  witnesses  for  the 
defence  proved  that  one  of  the  prisoners 
had  been  at  the  quarter-sessions  at  Dun- 
garvon  on  the  very  day  that  the  offence 
was  said  to  have  been  committed.  If  Dr. 
Fitzgerald  had  done  his  duty,  and  the  de- 
positions hod  been  sworn  before  the  pri- 
soners, it  would  have  been  ascertained  that 
it  was  utterly  impossible  the  charge  could 
be  true.  The  hon.  Gentleman  moved  for 
the  following  return  : — 


of  penon*  of  the  name  of  Kyly,  who  »8ro  tried  at 
the  luC  aHiieB  of  Watorford,  beron  the  Lord  Cbief 
Baron,  and  upoe  which  occaaion  ths  Chief  Baron 
proDouacod  teiere  censure  on  the  conduot  of  the 
nid  Pitigerald : — And  of  the  Report  of  (he  laid 
trial,  furnished  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  to  the 
Irish  GoTernment.  Also,  a  eopj  of  the  Deposi- 
tions taken  bj  Che  said  Dr.  Fili^nild  against  the 
prisoners,  preriou*  to  their  trial.  Also,  copios  of 
the  affldarits  flkd  on  the  motion  (or  admitting  the 
•aid  prisoners  Kylys  to  bail  previous  to  trial,  with 
the  decision  of  the  court  thereon." 

Sm  J.  GRAHAM  by  no  means  denied 
the  importance  of  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member;  and  when  he  said  ao  he  was  quite 
sure  the  House  would  he  of  the  same  opin- 
ion. Aa  tlie  hon.  Gentleman  informed  the 
House  that  when  those  documents  had 
1/een  iaid  before  them  Uo  iat«i:i&e&  Vt  ma.V» 


a  UolJon  for  a  Select  Cmnmittoe,  he  (Sir 
J.  Graham)  thought  it  would  ba  man  ax- 
pedient  for  him  not  to  enter  at  length  inla 
the  merits  of  (he  oueetion  on  the  prewiit 
occasion.  He  acceded  at  once  to  ue  Be- 
tums  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Uotion.  Ai 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Uotion,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  his  duty  to  consent  to  the 
production  of  the  Papers  required  by  Ihs 
hon.  Member.  It  was  quite  clear  that  Dr. 
Fitzgerald,  in  omitting  to  acqaaint  ths 
prisoners  with  the  evidence  of  the  wituewes 
against  them,  had  been  guilty  of  great 
irregularity.  The  hon.  Gentlem&n  alluded 
to  certain  eipressions  said  to  have  been 
used  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  at  the  trial, 
as  to  tbc  conduct  of  Dr.  Fitigerald.  It 
was  reported  that  the  Lord  Chief  Baroo 
said  that  the  conduct  of  the  magistrate  had 
been  iUegal,  unconstitutional,  and  disho- 
nest. The  correspondence  with  the  Loid 
Lieutenant,  for  which  the  hon.  Member 
hod  moved,  was  of  a  confidential  natwa, 
though  connected  with  public  buaineas;  and 
he  should  not,  therefore,  he  di^oeed  to 
produce  those  communications  ;  but  he 
might  say  that  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  highly 
disapproved  of  the  conduct  of  the  magis- 
trate. The  expressions  which  were  re- 
ported to  have  been  used  by  him  hod  not, 
nowever,  fallen  from  him  on  that  oocasiaa. 
The  conduct  of  the  magistrate  had  been 
considered  worthy  of  censui^— that  cm- 
sure  had  been  conveyed  to  him  in  express 
and  decided  terms— 4ie  had  been  removed 
from  the  district  in  which  he  had  been 
magistrate — and  the  censure  pronounced  on 
him  was  on  record.  He  regretted  to  say 
that  Dr.  Fitzgerald's  conduct  did  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  singular.  Though  the 
practice  was  quite  irregular,  he  was  sorry 
to  say  it  had  existed  for  a  long  time  in 
Ireland.  The  magistrates,  however,  had 
been  warned  against  adopting  it  by  a  letter 
sent  to  every  stipendiary  in  that  country. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  not 
press  the  first  part  of  his  Motion.  He  had 
not  the  slightest  abjection  to  accede  to  the 
latter  part  of  it.  He  should  be  very  sorry 
if  be  were  understood,  as  in  the  slightest 
degree,  palliating  or  defending  the  prao- 
tico  of  which  the  hon.  Member  so  justly 
complained.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Gentioman  in  the  remarks  he  had 
made,  and  in  those  which  had  fallen  from 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  than  whom  there 
was  no  more  able  or  disinterested  Judge 
on  the  bench  of  any  country,  and  whose 
observations  vrera  UWkjs  entitled  to  tlie 
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Mb.  O'CONNELL  had  an  ulterior  ob- 

{*Mt  in  moving  for  the  KeturuB.  The  right 
ion.  Baronet  seemed  to  have  diacoreredthe 
existence  of  the  ecandalons  and  moBt  dis- 
graoefiil  practice  of  taking  depoaitions 
against  prtmners  without  apprinng  them  of 
evidence  against  them  bat  recently,  or  no 
doubt  he  would  not  have  pemutt«d  it. 
Snch  a  practice  would  not  be  tolerated  in 
this  country  for  instant.  The  conduct  of 
the  ma^etrate,  who  was  a  Qoremment 
officer  with  large  pay  and  emoluments, 
was  infinitely  worse  on  that  account  than 
if  he  had  been  a  roluntary  and  unpud  ser- 
vant of  the  Crown.  He  hod  been  several 
years  a  magistrate,  and  had  not  the  excuse 
that  he  was  Ignorant  of  his  duty.  Kyly 
might  have  been  executed,  if  the  man  who 
proved  his  innocence  happened  not  to  come 
forward  at  the  trial,  out  he  would  have 
been  free  from  danger  hod  he  heard  the 
evidence  taken  against  him  at  his  commit- 
tal. 

Original  Motion  negatived,  and  the  fal- 
lowing agreed  to : — 

"  Copies  ordered,  of  the  DepoaitioDB  token  bf 
Dr.  Fitigerald,  >gkmit  the  priMinen  of  tbo  name 
of  Kfljr,  pTBTioui  to  their  (ri»]  of  the  Iwrt  AMitei 
of  Waleribrd :— Of  the  AffldaiiCa  filed  on  the 
motion  for  adouttiiig  the  uid  priaonan  to  btil 
prsTioni  to  trial,  with  the  deciiion  of  the  Court 
theraon : — And  of  a  Circulikr  Letter  from  the 
Lord   Lkntenuit  of  Iretand  to   the  Stipendiuy 


HO.  SMITH  O'BRIEN. 
Sm  R.  FEEL  had  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  circumstance  which 
had  recently  come  to  his  knowledge,  and 
respecting  which  it  appeared  desirable  the 
House  should  como  to  an  immediate  de- 
cision, though  no  notice  had  been  given  on 
the  subject.  The  circumstance  he  referred 
to  waa  this :  There  was  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords  now  sitting  to  inquire 
into  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Law  in  Ire* 
land,  and  some  time  unce  that  Committee 
expressed  a  wish  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Limerick  (Mr.  Smith  O'Brien)  should 
obtain  leave  from  the  House  to  attend  and 
jpve  evidence  before  them.  The  hon. 
Member  had  expressed  his  wilLngness  to 
attend  that  Committee,  and  the  House  had 
given  him  Uherty  to  do  so.  The  Committee 
would  sit  to-morrow,  and  he  hod  reason  to 
believe  that  to-morrow  would  be  the  last 
day  of  their  sittings.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, if  no  order  was  made  by  the 
House,  the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick 
would  have  no  opportonity  of  giring  tbe 


evidence  which  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords  desired  to  receive,  the  hon. 
Member  being,  as  the  House  waa  aware, 
now  in  the  custody  of  their  Seijeant-at- 
Arms.  His  right  hon.  Priend  had  found 
two  precedents  which  ^peored  to  him  to 
have  an  immediate  beuug  on  this  point, 
and  to  afford  the  grounds  on  which  the 
House  might  make  an  order  in  the  matter. 
It  appeared  there  were  two  cases  in  which 
parties  being  in  the  custody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant-at-Arms, when  the  House  of  Lords 
desired  to  have  their  evidence,  the  House 
had  given  an  order  to  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms  to  permit  those  persons  to  attend  th« 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  for  that 
purpose.  He  did  not  see  any  reason  for  a 
distmction  in  this  respect  between  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  House  and  private  persons;  and 
if  such  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
he  would  move — first,  that  the  entiy  of  the 
16th  March,  1846,  giving  leave  to Uiehon. 
Member  for  Limenck  to  attend  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Lords  should  be 
read  ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  Serieant-at- 
Arms  should  permit  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  in 


believe  that  it  waa  the  wish  of  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien  to  doao.  He  would  not  have  made 
the  Motion  without  notice,  were  it  not  that 
if  the  order  were  not  made  that  evening, 
the  hon.  Qenlleman  would  not  have  an  op- 
portunity of  giring  his  evidence. 

The  entry  was  then  read,  and  tbe 
Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS, 
Friday,  May  1,  1846. 

K/HiiTii,]    Pnuc  BiLu^-I>'  lUUm;,  Ac.  Dtforittr 

BiAitMrBUk 
atforlci.     Dfodudi  AboUtian  i  CDmBMu  Indanii. 

PnniDHi  PniiiirTiD.  B;  <!>•  Eul  of  Powii,  fton  PTn. 
port,  ud  KTRiI  olhcr  plim,  igiliui  Dig  UBkHi  an  u  Aapb 
•ml  BmgoT,  but  Id  ftTour  of  Iba  AppotaunHot  ot  ■ 
Blihap  to  th«  Ste  of  Hanchtna.— SJ  Lord  Daunu, 
from  IIiB  London  Wuknury  SodBtTp  prvrlof  la  W  hsaid 
bj  CouiMl  tftiaa  U»  Chulutate  Tnm  BID,  and  UM 
thrj,  ml  aOtm  Oiultibla  ImtlnUoBs  iiip|ian«d  bj>  Vo- 
luDtiiy  CoonUmtlODi,  vaj  ba  nmplad  Ihn  the  Opn- 
HauoriheBUl.— B^llwDukaatWdUDftaB.ftamTnit- 
UaDfChBlaa  IB  Ih*  Town  of  Motdiifkim,  ematntMl 
I  or  tba  MaskliMl  CoipDntioM  AcC 


EAILWAT  COMPANIES'  DISSOLDTION 
BILL. 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  moved,  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

The  Eabl  of  RADNOR  wished  that  the 
farther  conaidention  of  tiiis  Bill  abonld  bt 
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pOBtponod,  M  he  thought  it  rotjuircd 
dersble  alterKtioo  hefore  it  could  bo  allowed 
to  paas.  He  felt  that  under  the  Bill 
now  stood  Home  of  the  beat  Bchemea  might 
be  unfairly  put  an  end  to;  and  in  corro- 
boration of  this  view  be  would  beg  to  read 
ft  letter  which  had  been  forwarded  to  him 
by  some  gentleman  whom  he  did  not  know. 
The  noble  Earl  then  read  an  extract  from 
the  letter,  in  which  the  writer,  who  dc- 
■cribed  himself  as  a  holder  of  shares 
several  rulway  companieH,  alluded  to  the 
injuatice  that  would  be  done  under  the  pro- 
posed Bill  to  many  projects  of  the  greatest 
public  importance,  and  suggested  that  a 
amall  portion  of  the  capital  aub scribed 
should  be  retained  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing the  companies  together,  and  the  rest 
returned  to  the  subscribers  until  a  more 
favourablo  state  of  the  money  market  should 
enable  them  to  proceed  with  their  achemes. 
The  noble  Earl  continued  to  say,  Uiat  it 
was  notorious  that  immense  sums  of  money 
had  been  latterly  e:(pcnded  in  the  purchase 
of  railway  scrip,  with  the  intention  of  break- 
IDg  up  the  companies  and  sharing  in  the 
suniluH  capital  that  would  remain  to  be 
divided  among  the  acripholdcrs.  He  had 
been  informed,  both  on  that  day  and  on 
the  day  preceding,  that  shares  which  had 
been  some  days  ago  at  a  discount  of  50 
per  cent,  were  now  at  50  per  cent  pre- 
mium. Shares  on  which  2/.  2t.  deposit! 
had  been  pud,  and  which  had  gone  dowr 
afterwards  to  11.,  were  now  as  high  as  31. 
per  share.  He  would  suppose  the  case  ol 
a  company  comprising  100  shareholders; 
if  fifty-one  of  these  persons  wished  for  any 
reason,  good  or  bod,  to  deport  from  the 
undertaking,  was  it  not  a  hardship  that 
the  forty-nine  other  shareholders  should  be 
thrown  aside,  and  all  the  money  that  hod 
been  subscribed  for  the  preliminary  pro- 
ceedings wasted  ?  The  hu^ship  was  very 
much  increased,  and  the  injustice  both  1« 
the  parties  and  to  the  public  rendered 
much  greater,  where  the  shares  were  pur- 
chased up  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
votes  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  project. 
He  could  mention  one  case  in  which  no  up- 

Eisition  whatever  bad  been  o^ercd  to  the 
ill  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  passed 
through  Committee,  he  believed,  in  half  an 
hour,  and  had  the  concurrence  of  all  the 
proprietors  along  the  line.  It  was  a  Bill 
lor  a  railway  connecting  an  eitenaive  and 
valuable  coal-field  with  a  seaport.  Another 
eoal-fleld  situated  four  times  as  far  from 
the  sea,  but  accommodated  with  a  railway, 
trBB  able  to  supply  coal  at  a  \owm  Tft,«5 
tfaw  it  could  ti«  furoUbed  \yj  x\iq  -^qtV^ 
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which  he  alluded.  The  result  was,  that 
instead  of  producing  120,000  tons  of  coals, 
aa  in  former  ycara,  the  quantity  had  dwin- 
dled down  hut  year  to  60,000  tons.  Would 
it  not,  he  would  ask,  be  most  unjust  both 
to  the  projectors  of  this  rwlway  and  to  the 
public,  if  the  proprietors  of  the  rival  coal- 
Sclds  and  railway  were  to  purchase  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  shares  in  this  line,  to  pre- 
vent the  Bill  from  being  passed;  and  yet 
this,  he  understood,  was  a  case  which  was 
not  unlikely  to  occur.  The  genttemaa 
who  bod  mentioned  the  circumstance  to 
him  requested  that  he  would  not  mcntioa 
the  name  of  the  rulway.  He  thought  that 
to  meet  such  cases  a  minority  should  be 
allowed  to  continue  the  company  if  they 
chose  to  do  so,  allowing  the  majority  to  re- 
tire, on  payment  of  their  proportion  of  the 
liabilities.  A  great  deal  of  money  had 
been  expended  in  constmcUng  plans  and 
sections,  and  in  making  surveys,  and  it 
was  too  bad  if  these  were  to  be  allowed  to 
become  valueless.  He  understood  that  hit 
noble  Friend  below  him  (Earl  Gray]  had 
drawn  up  some  clauses  to  meet  this  diffi* 
cutty ;  but  he  was  not  aware  whether  it  was 
his  noble  Friend's  intention  to  presa  them 


The  Eahl  of  DALHOUSIE  said,  that 
aa  a  noble  Earl  opposite  had  prepared 
some  clauses  intended  to  apply  to  the  case* 
referred  to  by  the  noble  Earl  who  had  juit 
sat  down,  he  would  suggest  to  the  House 
that  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  desiraUe 
that  ho  should  follow  the  noble  Earl  in  the 
arguments  he  had  just  used,  at  tlie  risk  of 
being  obliged  to  go  over  the  same  ground 
twice,  but  that  it  would  be  better  for  their 
Lordships  to  go  into  Committee  and  hear 
the  specific  proposals  intended  Ut  be  sub> 
mitted  to  them,  before  he  was  called  upon 
to  make  any  observations  with  respect  to 

Earl  GREY  sud,  he  must  entirely  ob- 

{'ect  to  the  discussion  being  postponed  nutil 
le  should  have  brought  forward  any  Amend- 
ment which  he  might  have  in  contempla- 
tion; because  whether  be  did,  in  fact,  pro- 
pose any,  would  depend  upon  what  he 
might  now  hear  from  the  noble  Earl;  and 
before  the  House  went  into  Committee, 
their  Lordships  had  a  right  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Government  hod  considered  the 
evils  and  dangers  that  were  likely  to  arise 
from  the  crude  and  impcrfcet  nature  of 
the  Bill,  and  whether  thoy  were  prepared 
with  anjmeasure  to  correct  the  objections  BO 
forcibly  pointed  out  by  the  noble  Karl  behind 
'ira\,  «A  frcMk  «ab^  o-aoble  and  learned  Lord 
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And  bj  B  noble  Uorqueas  behind  him. 
had  no  doubt  that  if  Her  Majesty's 
Temment  applied  themaelTes  aednlotislj  to 
iha  task,  means  might  be  foond  of  gnard- 
ing  against  those  evils.  He  belieTed  the 
measare  to  be  substantially  a  vise  one  ; 
bnt  if  it  were  passed  in  its  present  sliape, 
he  wsa  oon* inced  that  great  inconvenience, 
mischief,  and  injustice  would  flow  from  it. 
He  did  not  think  die  Qoreniment  had  a 
right  to  relj  upon  Amendments,  which 
might  or  might  not  be  proposed  for  die 
purpose  of  correcting  the  defects  of  thnr 
measure  ;  and  ha,  for  one,  was  of  opinion 
that,  before  going  into  Committee,  and  re- 
jecting the  proposal  of  postponing  the  Bill 
for  a  few  Mje,  their  Lordships  ought  to 
hear  from  the  noble  Earl  opposite  what 
were  the  riews  of  the  Government  as  to  the 
evils  which  had  been  pointed  out,  and  the 
means  of  remedying  them. 

The  Easl  of  DALHOUSIB  said,  that 
so  fitr  from  the  Government  relying  upon 
Any  Amendments  to  be  proposed  by  the 
noble  Earl  opposite,  he  wonid  nt  once  say, 
(having  by  the  conrtesy  of  the  noble  Ear! 
Been  those  Amendments)  that  if  the  noble 
Barl  did  propose  any  snoh,  he  (Lord  Dal- 
lioDsie]  would  do  all  his  power  to  pemiade 
their  Lordships  to  reject  them.  With  re- 
ference to  the  views  entertained  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  as  to  the  objections 
that  had  been  urged,  and  the  observations 
which  seemed  to  be  eipected  from  him  in 
regard  to  them— if  the  noble  Earl  had 
been  in  his  place  in  Parliament  at  the  pre- 
vious stages  of  the  measure,  when  intima- 
tion was  given  of  the  intention  to  intro- 
doce  it,  at  its  introduction,  and  at  its  se- 
cond reading,  he  would  have  heard  the 
coDsidentiooB  suggested  by  the  noble 
Bart  behind  bun  (the  Earl  of  Radnor) 
adverted  to  by  him  (Lord  Dalhonsie). 
All  these  points  had  been  maturely  con- 
sidered by  the  Government,  and  yet  it  was 
made  a  matter  of  complaint  by  his  noble 
Friend  who  sat  next  bira,  that  the  Bill  had 
too  premature  an  announcement.  From 
that  time  to  this,  these  difficulties  were 
under  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment,  and  they  had  resolved  to 
decline  snch  Amendment,  feeling  that 
it  was  imposuble  to  provide  a  remedy 
for  the  mischief.  What  the  noble  Earl 
eompluned  of  waa,  that  gambling  was 
gtung  on  in  the  stock  market.  He 
(Lord  Dalhousie)  had  admitted  once, 
twice,  thrice,  that  there  was  much  gam- 
Uing  going  on ;  bnt,  as  he  had  said  before, 
Kid  repeated  now,  that  that  ought  not  to 


induce  their  Lordships  to  reject  this  BiS; 
it  was  no  reason  for  their  passing  it — in 
short,  the  Bill  would  have  no  effeet  with 
respect  to  it  one  way  or  other.  And  the 
reason  he  said  so  was  thiB—tbat  the  gam- 
bling was  going  on  long  before  this  BiU 
was  heard  of.  It  was  notorious  that  in  the 
oountiy  to  which  he  belonged,  the  first 
movement,  professing  to  originate  in  a  de- 
she  to  relieve  the  money  market,  was  « 
movement  commenced  by  persons  desirous 
of  winding  up  :  the  only  cdfect  that  would 
be  produced  upon  the  gambling  in  refer- 
ence to  this  BiU  was,  that  if  it  were  reject- 
ed, the  gambUng  would  be  twenty,  ay, 
fifty  times  worse,  because  if  these  inchoate 
companies  were  left  in  a  state  of  impossi- 
bility  of  winding  up,  they  would  be  hung 
up  indefinitely,  and  parties  would  speculate 
so  long  as  there  was  a  chance  of  obtaining 
anything.  Therefore,  so  for  as  the  gambling 
was  concerned,  he  said  it  formed  no  spe- 
cific objection  to  their  Lordships  proceed- 
ing with  the  Bill.  Then  with  respect  to 
the  other  part  of  the  case — the  purohaae  of 
shares  for  the  purpose  of  winding  up  com- 
panies—he had  said  before,  and  he  repeats 
ed  he  bad  no  doubt  it  would  be  done;  it 
was  a  practical  impossibility  to  remedy  the 
evil  comptaided  of  by  the  noble  Earl.  It 
was  practically  impossible  to  remedy  such 
an  evil  by  means  of  limiting  the  right  of 
votingto  the  original  scripowners,  as  scrip, 
tike  a  bonk  note,  coold  not  be  identified 
with  any  particular  party.  The  question 
for  their  Lordships  was,  which  was  the 
least  mischievous  altematiTe  ?  There  was 
doubt  that  individual  hardship  would  ac- 
crue; bnt  he  said  tbat  the  evil  that  would 
taking  advantage  of  the  practical 


remedy  which  the  Government  proposed, 
'  that  the  only  one  which  anybody  had 


had 


suggested,  weald  be  hut  a  featiier  in  the 
balance,  compared  with  the  evil  to  the 
commercial  community,  and  the  popnlation 
in  general,  if  a  stop  was  not  put  lo  some 
way  to  the  progress  of  things  as  they  were 
now  going  on.  He  thought  it  a  matter  of 
courtesy  to  allude  to  the  Amendments  of 
the  noble  Earl,  as  he  had  the  kindness  to 
place  them  in  his  hands  tiiat  morning. 
The  noble  Earl  had  stated  that  great  in- 
justice would  be  done  if  means  were  not 
taken  to  enable  shareholders  to  continue 
the  existence  of  a  company.  Let  him,  in 
the  first  place,  agun  disahnse  the  noble 
Earl's  mind  of  the  impression  that  the  BiU 
which  he  held  in  hia  hand  and  tiie  Ses- 
sional Orders  were  for  no  other  purpose 
tfum  to  save  speculators  from  the  scd^ 
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into  wliicti  they  had  got  thcmBelreB.  The 
Bill  wu  to  enftUe  compaDies  ntuch  ^ 
inchoato— which  hsd  not  come  before  Pw' 
liament,  or,  having  come  before  Parliament, 
hftd  failed  from  their  own  demeritg,  orfroi 
non-compliance  with  Standing  Orders — to 
enable  them  to  wind  up  their  affairs,  to  see 
in  what  position  the  partnerBhip  was,  had 
to  relieve  themBelves  from  their  liabilities. 
Let  him  abo  disabuse  the  noble  Earl  of  the 
Dodon  that  the  measure  applied  solely 
the  BilU  now  before  Parliament.  There 
had  been  upwards  of  1200.  Now  Uiere 
were  not  more  than  430  or  thereabouts, 
and  all  the  otliera  were  in  the  condition  of 
partnerships  in  a  state  of  incapacity  of 
winding  up  their  aftairs,  and  ascertaining 
what  liabiuties  they  were  subject  to  here- 
after. The  noble  Earl  said,  that  on  the 
dissolution  of  a  company  its  property  ought 
to  be  Tested  in  the  minority  if  they  wished 
to  go  on.  Ho  (Lord  Dalhousie]  objected 
to  that  OB  an  injuBtioe  to  those  who  were 
retiring.  It  would  be  a  do  miright  robbery 
to  allow  twenty  or  some  small  minority  of 
flhareholders,  to  possess  the  whole  of  the 
valuable  property  belonging  to  those  who 
were  retiring.  The  proper  course  would 
be  to  let  the  concern  be  wound  up,  let  the 
property  be  sold,  and  let  the  dissentient 
minority,  if  they  purchased,  purchase  it; 
and  for  a  51.  note  they  could  go  before  the 
Provisional  Registrar,  and  constitute  them- 
relves  a  new  company.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  gambling  was  carried  on  in  the  worst 
form,  and  would  atill  be  carried  on.  It  was 
«  great,  an  acknowledged,  and  an  unmi- 
tigated evil;  bat  the  proposition  of  the 
noble  Earl  would  only  tend  to  increase  it  a 
thousand  fold,  He  feared  it  would  do 
neither  more  nor  less  than  provide  a  nest- 
^g  for  speculation  all  over  the  kingdom; 
and  the  lowest  and  worst  kind  of  specula- 
tors would  incubate  upon  it,  till,  by  this 
time  next  year,  it  would  produce  a  most 
mischievous  brood  of  these  schemes.  If 
there  were  no  other  remedy  for  this  state 
of  things,  the  course  proposed  might  be 
adopted.  But  there  was  a  remedy:  if  there 
were  parties  who  were  desirous  of  going  on, 
they  had  nothing  to  do  but  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  assets  of  the  company,  then 
go  down  to  Serjeant's  Inn,  and  they  were 
Again  a  registered  company,  possessed  of 
their  plans.  He  again  asked,  was  there 
any  evil  in  this  course  ?  And  he  defied 
any  noble  Lord  to  say  that  he  had  exag- 
gerated his  statement.  Such  being  the 
ease,  ft  remedy  being  provided  on  the  one 
hwd  for  the  eiiitjng  cTilf  and  one  whiois 


was  so  little  liable  to  abuse  on  the  otber, 
he  thought  their  Lordships  could  adopt  do 
other  course.  On  these  grounds  heshoold 
object  to  the  proposal  of  the  noble  Earl, 
entering  at  the  same  time  fully  into  hia 
motives,  and  desiring,  as  sincerely  aa  he, 
that  no  unnecessary  pressure  should  be 
applied  to  these  companies — desiring  thftt 
the  expense  already  incurred  should,  if 
possible,  not  be  wasted,  and  aniions  to 
give  the  minority,  if  they  were  desiroua  of 
going  on,  the  means  of  possessing  them- 
selves of  the  plans  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
so.  Ho  conceived  he  had  now  disposed  of 
all  the  points  of  the  noble  Earl  opposite; 
and  he  trusted  their  Lordships  would  see 
no  objection  to  going  into  Committee. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  said,  he  thonght 
his  noble  Friend  who  hod  just  sat  down 
had  answered  a  certain  part,  but  not  the 
essential  part,  of  the  proposition  of  his 
noble  Friend.  But  he  would  appeal  to 
their  Lordships  if  ever  there  was  a  state  of 
things  more  punful  to  contemplate  with 
respect  to  parties  out  of  doors,  and 
more  disgraceful  to  the  Legislature,  than 
that  the  Government  should  have  allowed 
such  a  system  to  arise  and  to  be  fostered, 
and  should  then  come  forward,  admitting 
its  existence,  and  seek  to  remedy  these 
evils  not  by  grappling  with  the  subject  in  a 
large  and  masterly  manner,  not  by  laying 
down  some  broad  and  intelligible  principle 
with  respect  to  these  great  speculations 
(for  great  and  important  they  were  in  their 
bearings  on  the  national  interests,  and  weD 
worthy  of  being  protected  and  guided  to 
good  results) — not  by  dealing  with  this 
question  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the 
country  any  hope  for  the  future,  but  bj 
dealittg  with  it  as  a  thing  of  shreds  and 
patches — here  a  little  remedy  hy  an  Order 
of  their  Lordships'  House,  and  here  a 
little  remedy  by  Act  of  Parliament,  bnt 
giving  to  the  people  of  this  country  no  in> 
dication  of  any  stability  of  plan,  any  large 
intention,  any  statesmanlike  way  of  dealing 
with  the  subject.  He  quite  agreed  that 
the  object  of  the  Bill  was  ft  good  one  ; 
they  were  all  aniious  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject it  professed  to  have  in  view.  But  how 
did  the  Bill  propose  to  do  this  ?  He  had 
not  taunted  bis  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Salhousie)  with  being  premature  in  his  an- 
nouncement, but  with  the  inefioctual  mode 
in  which  he  proposed  to  deal  with  the  qnei- 
tion  ;  and  he  now  repeated  that  charge. 
If  ever  there  was  a  course  likely  to  be 
prejudicial  to  the  public  interests,  it  was 
that  of  atatjsg,  that  ftt&fntare  time  ontbe 
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31>t  of  March — Clearing  an  interrel  for  all 

rnlatori  to  prepare  themKlyeB  in — an 
vd  state  of  the  law  would  take  place. 
There  was  no  example,  as  far  as  he  Knew, 
of  anything  approaching  to  this  in  any  ana- 
logouB  legislation.  The  noble  Earl  had 
given  notice,  on  the  31st  of  Ifarch,  that 
persons  becoming  posaessed — not  persons 
then  possessed — of  stock,  might  act  in  a 
given  way,  either  to  promote  or  to  ioter- 
mpt  and  destroy  these  schemes.  It  was 
"well  known  that  every  new  railroad  had  to 
compete  with  old  railroads  ;  capital  had 
heen  invested  against  these  scoemcs  as 
well  as  for  them ;  and  the  moment  the 
noble  Earl  was  so  inadvertent  as  to  give 
notice  to  parties  that  if  they  took  a  certain 
step  by  a  given  day,  they  would  have  the 
means  of  acting  upon  the  interests  of  these 
new  companies — tnat  moment  it  was  qnite 
obvious  to  every  one  that  parties  having  a 
direct  interest  in  preventing  the  constmc- 
tion  of  new  lines,  would  use  this  power  for 
the  purpose  of  acting  ininrioasly  to  others. 
This  had  actually  been  the  case  ;  his  noble 
Friend  admitted  it,  and  said  he  despaired 
of  a  remedy.  The  right  of  voting  in  more 
important  companies  than  these — he  be- 
lieved, in  the  Bank  of  England  and  in  the 
East  India  Company — was  guarded  by  a 
provision  that  parties  should  not  acquire 
that  right  unless  they  had  been  for  a  given 
time  in  possession  of  stock.  That  was  the 
common  sense  of  the  measure ;  and  such  a 
pronsion  on^t  to  have  been  introduced 
uto  this  Bill.  The  object  of  this  Bill  was 
to  extricate  a  certain  number  of  persons 
from  the  difficolties  in  which  they  were 
placed,  and  thereby  to  extricate  the  public 
from  the  effects  of  inopportune  and  ill- 
advised  speculative  enterprise.  Bnt  it  was 
never  contemplated  to  give  notico  to  a 
number  of  gendemen,  in  order  that  they 
might  get  themselves  apparently  into  a 
scrape,  and  then  make  use  of  the  powers 
of  tnis  Bill  to  bring  themselves  ronnd 
agwn.  He  had  suggested  a  provision — 
he  knew  not  whether  it  wonld  have  been 
•Sectual,  but  it  was  certunly  right  in  pritt- 
dple — that,  as  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
voting,  eveiT  person  claiming  a  vote  should 
make  a  dechration  that  he  had  heen  pos- 
aeesed  of  an  interest  in  the  company  on  the 
31stofMareh,andhadnotacqnireditforthe 
purpose.  This  would  have  secnred  the  bond 
Jidei  of  the  transaction  ;  it  would  have  pre- 
vented this  railway  king  or  that  railway  em- 
peror from  employing  his  great  power  to 
check  and  arrest  the  speculation  of  rival  com- 
paniea ;  uiA  the  measure  would  then  have 
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done  that  which  Government  intended  and 
wished  it  to  do — it  would  have  given  to  the 
parties  who  were  engaged  in  these  speon- 
lations  at  the  time  a  Tocuf  pemittntia,  in 
order  that  they  might  determine  whe- 
ther they  would  go  on  or  not.  Had  snch 
a  declaration  been  provided,  all  tbe  stibse- 

?uent  speculation  would  have  been  checked, 
lis  noble  Friend  (Lord  Dalhousie)  seemed 
to  say  that  the  speculation  was  not  of  his 
creating  ;    and  it  would  he  a  misrepresan- 


proposal  had  any  connexion  whatever 
with  it.  But  it  could  not  be  denied  that  an 
increased  and  more  mischievous  specula- 
lion  had  since  been  going  on,  by  reason  of 
the  proposition  now  before  them ;  and  there 
was  no  doubt  it  would  he  used  for  mis- 
chierons  and  bad  purposes.  But  the  13th 
Clause  provided  that  the  parties  entitled  to 
vote  should  he  those  who  were  in  possess- 
ion of,  and  produced,  certificates  declaring 
them  entitled  to  shares,  notwithstanding 
they  were  not  the  parties  to  whom  the 
shares  had  been  originally  granted.  Now, 
see  what  would  happen :  ten  men  might  go 
into  a  room,  produce  their  certificates,  and 
vote  upon  (hem  ;  and  there  was  nothing  in 
the  Bill  to  prevent  the  assignment  of 
those  shares  in  the  room  itself ;  and  ten 
other  men  might  become,  under  the 
terms  of  the  Act,  legally  entitled  to  vote 
again  in  respect  of  those  shares  ;  this 
might  be  repeated  ten  thonsand  times;  and 
by  this  false  multiplication  of  votes,  the 
interest  and  existence  of  the  company  might 
be  compromised.  As  to  the  maps  and 
plans,  he  considered  they  were  parts  of  the 
assets  of  the  company,  and  ou|^t  not  to 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  minority. 
Bnt  this  might  be  easily  remedied.  Let  a 
value  be  put  upon  the  plans,  and  give  to 
the  parties  who  wished  the  company  to 
continue  the  right  of  pre-emption ;  the 
value  of  the  plans  might  be  carried  to  the 
credit  of  tho  company  amongst  its  assets, 
and  their  use  would  thus  be  secured  to  the 
parties  desirous  of  continuing.  He  did  not 
for  a  moment  contemplate  the  partnership 
being  continued  ;  let  the  minority  act  like 
any  other  class  of  persons,  and  re-register, 
as  his  noble  Friend  suggested.  Thus  no 
injustice  would  be  be  done  to  any  party. 

The  Earl  of  DALHOUSIE  said,  the 
fairest  plan  would  he  that  proposed  by 
the  Bill,  to  put  up  the  plans,  &c.,  to  com- 
petition. 

Lout  HONTEAOLE  sud,  if  this  were 
done,  &e  parties  who  sought  to  continue 
ttte  company  mig^t  be  compelled -to  bny 
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9  price;  but  if  the  value 
a  and  sections  were  fixed,  either 


the. 


them  at 
of  the  pli 

by  the  department  of  which  the  noble  Earl 
(Earl  D^OflBie)  was  at  the  head,  or  bj 
any  other  competent  party,  no  such  objec- 
tion would  ariKe;  and  the  parties  were 
certainly  entitled  to  a  pre-emption.  He 
did  not  wish  to  move  any  Amendment  to 
the  Bill,  which  he  was  anxious  to  see 
effectual,  if  it  conld  be  made  so ;  but  he 
Jioped  his  noble  Friend  would  eee  the  pro- 
priety of  preventing  the  indefinite  transfer 
of  shares,  and  of  introducing  a  provision, 
reqiuring  a  declaration  from  the  parties 
voting,  that  they  were  possessed  of  their 
interest  before  the  31st  of  March.  He 
made  these  objections,  not  with  the  view 
of  throwing  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
Bill — for,  on  the  contrsry,  he  was  friendly 
to  it,  and  wished  to  see  it  pass — but  to 
render  it  such  as  would  justify  the  Ihten- 
tions  of  the  Government  in  proposing  it, 
and  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in  passing  it. 
Lord  BROUGHAM  said,  he  entirely 
agreed  with  his  noble  Friend  who  hod  just 
sat  down,  in  the  observations  he  had  made 
in  favour  of  the  measure ;  and  it  was  be- 
cause he  (Lord  Brougham)  was  friendly  to 
the  measure,  which  hia  noble  Friend  profes- 
sed to  be,  and  no  doubt  was,  that  he  rather 
regretted  that  his  noble  Friend's  speech 
had  been  delivered  against  the  measure. 
The  obvious  course,  where  any  one  was 
friendly  to  a  measure,  was  to  support  it. 
Dot  to  oppose  it,  at  least  on  this  side  the 
Channel.  In  Limerick  it  might  bo  other- 
wise; but  on  this  side  St.  George 'sChannel 
it  was  customary  to  show  friendship  to  a 
Bill  by  supporting  it  with  a  speech  or  a 
vote.  To  speak  against  a  measure,  and 
to  vote  for  it,  was  to  look  one  way  and 
row  another ;  but  his  noble  Friend  seemed 
to  reconcile  both  inconsistencies  by  both 
speakiuF  against  tho  measure  of  which  he 
said  he  ffpproved,  and  by  voting  against  it, 
as  far  aa  some  alterations  went  which  he 
was  about  to  propose.  He  regretted,  quite 
as  much  as  his  noble  Friend  could  do,  that 
a  larger  measure  hod  not  been  originally 

Eossed,  and  that  a  greater  change  hod  not 
cen  cSccted,  prospectively  and  heretofore, 
iu  the  whole  system  of  conducting  railway 
legislation,  and  private  Bills  generally. 
He  rejoiced  most  heartily  that  this  opinion, 
which  had  long  been  entertained  by  himself 
and  many  of  their  Lordships,  was  gaining 
ground  every  day,  both  here  and  elsewhere 
— out  of  doors  and  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament.  The  preseiit  meaaare  \\bA  \  awu*  nv  «i« 
been  spokeu  of  aa  t\ioug\i  il  na*  &  ^^actAX  naYiVwsA. 


change  in  the  whole  eyatem ;  but  it  did  not 
profess  to  be  this — it  merely  professed  fai 
apply  a  remedy  to  an  existing  evil.  Ig 
applying  a  particular  remedy  to  a  specifie 
mischief,  they  could  not  totally  alter  tbt 
system  upon  wide  and  general  views  of  ■ 
prospective  nature ;  bat  other  meana  wen 
perfectly  competent  to  them ;  and  wink 
approving  of  this  Bill  as  a  remedy  for  a 
specific  ill,  they  might  go  on  to  effect  a 
more  sweeping  change  in  the  Private  Bill 
legislation,  which  he  sincerely  hoped  would, 
before  long,  be  introduced,  and  would  pte- 
vent  such  mischiefs  as  they  now  witnesud 
from  recurring.  They  were  gRatly  de- 
ceived if  they  supposed  that  by  pnttiag 
down  the  gambling  mania  for  tKe  present, 
thef  extirpated  it ;  for  it  had  its  root  in 
the  bad  passions  of  human  nature,  and 
would  continue  to  visit,  haunt,  distract, 
and  half  min  this  country,  aa  it  had  done 
in  182a  and  1826  ;  as  it  had  done  iu  a 
lesser  way  in  1807,  in  tho  Buenos  Ayre* 
gambling  mania  ;  as  it  had  done  in  "  the 
Orders  in  Council"  mania,  which  led  to 


luggling  transactions  of  1809,  1610, 
uid  1812;  and  as  it  had  done,  wotst 


1811,1 

of  all,  in  1825,  producing  a  panic,  ahnoct 
a  convulsion,  in  the  mosey  market,  which 
was  very  nearly  being  repeated  within  a 
few  months  or  a  few  weeks  past ;  bat 
which,  owing  to  the  good  and  firm  conduct 
of  those  at  the  head  of  affurs,  and  owing 
to  the  admirable  conduct  of  llie  Bank  i 
England,  had  happily  passed  over  without 
seriously  injuring  us,  and  only  left  us  to 
hope  and  pray  that  such  a  wise  improve- 
ment of  the  system  might  take  place  as 
should  render  the  recurrence  of  any  aueh 
frightful  crisis  in  fiiture  oil  hut  impoaaible. 
He  felt  considerable  doubt  with  respect  to 
the  proposal  of  his  noble  Friend  behind 
him.  He  thought  that  in  justice  some 
such  power  might  be  g^ven,  if  it  did  not 
exist  already.  It  would  be  a  cruel  thing 
on  those  who  were  responsible  for  all  the 
liabilities  of  the  concern  up  to  the  time  of 
their  going  out,  to  transfer  all  the  property 
they  had  to  the  minority,  without  giving 
them  the  fair  value  for  it.  It  ought  to  be 
sold ;  and  there  should  be  no  pre-emption 
to  the  minority;  otherwise,  those  who  were 
going  out  did  not  obtain  the  fair  value  for 
their  property.  Let  those  who  remained 
in  compete  for  tho  property  with  others ; 
and  having  bought  it,  they  could  be  enabled 
for  51.  to  register  themselves.  He  saw  do 
necessity  whatever  for  altering  the  provi- 
o(tlv«  BilL     The  subject  was  a  most 
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migbt  fruHtrate  the  whole  measure,  and 
pioduce  other  nuHchiefs  whicli  they  could 
not  foreaeo.  The  noble  Lord  who  spoke 
last  had  pointed  out  a  difficulty  about  the 
voting,  which  might  require  atteotioo  ;  but 
he  muHt  have  forgotten  what  had  beeo  stated 
bjr  the  noble  Earl  JBari  Dalhousie),  that 
tnia  was  a  mere  ahp  iu  the  draft  of  the  Bill. 
[Lord  MoNTEAGLB  said,  he  was  aware  of 
this.]  He  should  not  hkre  suppoaed,  from 
bis  noble  Friend's  speech,  that  he  knew 
there  was  »  slip,  and  knew  it  was  going  to 
be  rectified ;  because  he  had  made  an 
jkttaek  upon  it,  as  if  it  were  not  going  to 
be  rectified.  He  (Lord  Brougham)  wi^ed 
to  be  understood  as  not  committed  agunst 
tbe  proposition  of  his  nohle  Friend  behind 
him,  until  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  more  fully  the  eipIanatJooB  of 
the  noble  Earl  by  whom  the  measure  was 
jffopoaed.  As  at  present  advised,  be 
thought  there  was  no  occauon  for  the  pro- 
vision suggested,  as  the  ease  appeared  to 
him  to  1m  provided  for  by  the  Bill  as  it 
now  stood.  He  heartily  hoped  and  trusted 
that  the  oonntry  would  have  the  benefit  of 
a  much  larger  and  more  extensive  improve- 
ment in  the  system  of  legislation  with  re- 
spect to  these  matters  ;  and  whatever  Go- 
Temmeot  should  carry  such  an  improve- 
ment into  effect,  would  deserve  the  grati- 
tude not  only  of  this  age,  but  of  posterity; 
for  it  would  be  heyond  all  other  reforms 
and  all  other  improvements  which  had  been 
effected.  Ue  alluded  to  the  conduct  and 
managemeot  of  the  pubhc  business  of  the 
country.  All  the  courts  of  law  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland,  had  not  m 
ten  years  disposed  of  one  hundredth  part 
of  the  interests  in  land,  money,  stock,  or 
io  the  comforts  of  men's  lives,  which  were 
not  to  be  valued  in  money  or  in  stock  that 
Parliament  every  Session  disposed  of,  not 
merely  in  Railway  Bills,  but  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  Private  Bill  legieladon  of  both 
Houses.  Patiiament  at  present  in  this 
respect  possessed,  (s  had  been  described 
by  a  learned  audiority,  a  transcendental 
power — a  power  which  uo  coiut  of  law 
possessed — that  of  taking  men's  property 
nom  them  in  s|Hte  of  their  objections  to 
part  with  it,  at  a  price  not  fixed  by  the 
aeller  but  by  the  purchaser,  or  tome  per> 
MD  more  or  less  friendly  to  him ;  and  all 
this  was  carried  on  in  the  very  worst  pos> 
sible  way,  by  tribunals  the  least  competent 
to  do  justice,  and  by  «  most  expensive, 
dilatory,  and  vexatious  process.  The  sys- 
tem was  a  standing  shame  and  disgrace — 
be  would  not  say  to  the  Constitution  of 
VOL.  LXXXV.    {^Si^l 
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the  country — but  to  those  parte  of  the 
Constitution  to  which  grave  matters  of 
legislation  were  entrusted.  He  (Lord 
Brougham)  should  depart  from  pohticol 
life  with  comfort  sod  satisfaetiou  when  he 
reflected  that  he  had  been  the  propounder 
aud  advocate  of  great  and  salutary  mea- 
sures of  reform  in  this  respect. 

Lord  ASHBURTON  thought  it  would 
have  been  more  regular  if  the  discussion 
upon  the  propositions  intended  to  be  made 
in  respect  of  the  blots  and  defects  of  this 
Bill — some  of  which,  it  appeared,  were 
accidental — hod  been  postponed  until  the 
Bill  had  got  into  Committee.  However, 
he  must  say,  that  he  should  be  extremely 
SQriy  to  suppose  that  this  Bill  was  alt  that 
was  intended  to  be  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  railway  legislation 
— that  nothing  further  was  contemplated 
to  relieve  tbe  country  from  the  stat«  of 
confusion  into  which  rulway  speculation 
had  thrown  it.  The  Bill  before  the  House 
had  only  a  very  limited  object  in  view ; 
that  of  enabling  those  projects  which  were 
abandoned  by  a  great  portion  of  the  per- 
sons concerned  in  them,  to  be  wounn  up 
by  those  who  so  found  themselves  in  a 
difliculty.  The  Bill  also  would  reUeve  tbia 
House  from  the  consideration  of  many 
Railway  Bills  with  which  it  would  other- 
wise have  to  deal.  In  this  he  rejoiced, 
because  he  should  be,  indeed,  sorry  to 
think  that  the  House  could  possibly  pass 
tiie  great  mass  of  Bills — upwards,  as  hod 
been  stated,  of  400 — which  were  now 
pending.  This  could  not  be  done  without 
serious  injury,  and  without  entailing  upon 
the  country  the  greatest  confusion  and 
distress.  As  to  the  spirit  of  gambling 
which  had  prevailed,  and  which  he  be- 
hoved still  prevailed,  he  thought  it  would 
be  impossible  to  counteract  it  by  any  Par- 
liameutai;  enactment.  The  only  plan  to 
effect  that  object  which  he  could  suggest 
would  be,  not  to  permit  any  issue  of  scrip 
in  any  railway  company  until  the  Bill  had 
actu^y  passed.  Qe  meant  that  the  pro- 
perty m  these  companies  should  change 
hands  by  transfer,  as  was  the  case  at  ^ 
Bank  of  England  and  the  India  House, 
ontil  the  Bill  had  passed  into  a  law,  when, 
but  not  till  then,  scrip  might  be  issued. 
With  reepeot  to  the  dissidution  of  iha 
companies,  a  question  arose  as  to  whom 
tiie  property  in  plans,  tie.,  should  behmgj 
and  would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  that 
those  who  chose  to  remain  in  the  company 
should  have  the  option  of  purohawsg,  and 
buying  up  Uie  Gafital  of  iaoM  who  widied 
2X 
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to  redre  ?  He  would  onlj  repeat  »  riew 
which  ho  had  strongly  pressed  upon  the 
Select  Committee  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  subject  of  the 
pending  Ratlwaj  Bills — that  ft  greftt  dan- 
ger and  eril  would  be  iDcmred,  if  the 
pending  schemes  were  allowed  to  go  out 
of  the  House  of  Lords  to  anything  like  the 
extent  to  which  they  had  been  told  the 
number  amounted.  He  for  one  did  not 
reproach  the  Government  for  the  state  of 
things  which  existed;  for  be  thought  the 
lault  was  with  ParUoment  itself,  and  did 
not  attach  to  his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Dolhousie)  who  had  the  superintendence 
of  these  affairs,  and  who  by  this  Bill  eoo- 
templated  the  relief  of  the  House  tnm 
many  of  the  embarraBsments  in  which  it 
would  otherwise  have  been  placed. 

Eabl  FITZWILLIAU  said,  that  al- 
though  this  Bill  would  diminish  the  nnmher 
of  railway  schemes  in  the  present  Session 
of  Parliament,  it  seemed  to  be  impossible 
to  say  what  the  effect  of  it  would  be,  or 
whedier  the  greater  number  of  the  schemes 
that  would  be  got  rid  of  by  it  were  schemes 
that  ought  to  be  got  rid  of.  It  was  impos- 
ffible  to  say  whether  it  might  not  pot  an 
end  to  many  good  schemes,  while  it  would 
leave  many  bad  Hchemes  to  proceed.  The 
desire  of  a  company  to  wind  up  its  eon- 
oema  was  no  unerring  criterion  hy  which 
to  Judge  of  the  goodness  or  badness  of  the 
Bcheme^he  meant  for  the  public.  He 
doubted,  indeed,  whether  it  was  t,  safe 
oriterion  by  which  to  Jndge  of  the  good- 
ness or  badness  of  the  scheme  even  for  the 
shareholders  or  speculators  themselves ; 
hut  of  this  he  was  quite  snre,  that  it  was 
no  criterion  by  which  to  form  an  opinion  of 
the  value,  or  non-value,  of  the  scheme  for 
the  public  at  large.  Now,  with  respect  to 
the  objection  that  had  been  made  with  re- 
ference to  the  gambling  that  might  take 
place,  the  suggestion  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  f^o  hod  just  sat  down  was  the  best 
that  could  by  possibility  be  earned  into 
effect.  He  referred  to  the  proposal  that 
there  should  be  no  change  of  the  property 
in  those  rulways  from  the  time  of  the 
original  subscription  until  the  Act  was 
passed.  That  would  be  the  best,  if  not 
the  only  mode,  of  putting  an  end  to  gam- 
hling  ;  but  he  doubted  much  whether  it 
eould  now  be  made  practicable.  He  wished 
rery  much  to  draw  the  attention  of  his 
noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  the  question  of  those  plans.  What 
was  to  become  of  them  ?  They  were 
nduable  property.     They  were    TolnaUa 


fessed  he  thought  there  should  be  ai 
grounds  in  that  Bill  for  vesting  them  en- 
tirely in  the  Oovemmeut.  It  mij^t  bs 
said  that  they  were  port  oftheaosetaof  the 
company,  and  that  die  whole  of  the  aannts  of 
the  company  onght  to  be  brought  to  be«r 
in  winding  up  its  affairs.  That  woa  bite  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  let  them  mark  tlw 
position  in  which  those  companies  were  now 
plaeed,  and  the  advantages  they  would  d^ 
rive  from  diis  Bill.  Was  it  not  Ur  tkmt 
they  should  receive  from  them  quid  pnt 
juo;  and  when  Parliament  gave  those  ootn' 
panies  the  powers  conferred  by  this  Bill, 
they  should  say  to  them  on  ^e  part  of  th« 
public,  ' '  We  should  be  possessed  of  all  th* 
valuable  information  you  have."  He  (Bui 
Fitiwilliam  would  wish  to  aee  the  plaiu 
deposited  in  a  puhlie  office.  He  thonght, 
on  the  whole,  they  ought  to  be  in  the  pot. 
session  of  the  Qovemment;  and  he  could 
not  help  looking  f<>rward  to  aeung  the 
whole  of  thoee  rulway  plana  in  the  hands 
of  die  Government,  It  hod  heen  asid  bv 
some  person  that  the  parties  should  hnra 
the  power  to  get  them  sold  by  aucUon,  knd 
that  every  person  should  have  the  power  to 
bid  for  them.  But  in  case  that  propositioa 
was  carried  into  effect,  who,  he.(GaH  Pits- 
wiUiam)  asked,  would  be  the  persona  to 
bid  for  them  ?  Some  of  the  great  railway 
companies,  who  would  hy  that  means  get 
into  the  possession  of  information  wbieh 
might  be  exceedingly  valuable  to  them  iB 
oarrying  out  their  schemes,  not  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  public,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  their  own  interests.  It  would  bo 
like  an  a^dverae  party  getting  into  his  pos- 
session the  case  of  the  person  to  whom  he  waa 
opposed;  and  he  (Earl  Fitiwilliam)  appre- 
hended— and  he  thought  all  their  Lwdahipo 
would  agree  with  him,  thatwould  give  undao 
advantage  to  certain  parties  who  might  be 
desirous  of  obtaining  that  information.  Let 
them  consider  the  great  taftss  of  informe- 
tion  which  might  hA>  thus  obtuned — in- 
formation that  would  be  most  important  for 
competing  Unes,  hut  which  would  not  ho 
so  important  even  for  competing  individoal 
lines  as  for  those  great  and  powerAil  eotot 
panies  ;  for,  hy  obtaining  possession  of  it, 
thoy  would  thereby  be  enabled  to  earry  to 
a  conuderable  extent  that  monopoly  aguust 
whichitwos  one  of  the  duties  of  Parliiuaent 
to  protect  the  ooontry.  Every  day  thev 
received  evidence  of  the  means  by  wkick 
those  parties  were  endeavouring  to  mun- 
toin  and  extend  those  monopolies ;  and  he 
(£iari  Fitiwilliuo)  wu  sura  they  ought  not. 
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bj  putting  up  those  plans  to  pnblie  anc- 
tion,  gire  those  parties  the  opportunity  of 
acquinng,  at  a  vary  low  rate,  a  mass  of 
property  that  would  give  them  information 
which  tney  would  not  otbeiwiHe  be  able  to 
obtain  bat  at  great  labour  and  expense. 
Be  thought,  undoubtedly,  whaterer  they 
did  on  other  points,  they  ought  uot  to 
leave  the  question  of  tiioie  documenta 
looae,  and  that  they  should  not  allow  those 
plans  to  be  bought  up  by  parties  who  had 
aiuister  o^acts  in  view. 

LoKD  REDE8DALE  was  of  opinion 
that  another  very  good  reaoon  existed  for 
Dot  putting  tbem  up  for  auction,  and  that 
was,  that  no  person  would  pva  anything 
for  them  )  for  it  should  be  recoUeoted  that 
eopies  of  those  plans  were  lodged  with  the 
clerk  of  the  peace,  the  parochial  clerk,  and 
the  Board  of  Trade.  And  as  to  the  sur- 
veyor's own  hook,  it  was  only  intelligible 
to  the  man  who  went  oyer  the  ground  and 
made  the  Burvey;  and  his  minute  book 
could  qot  be  made  available  by  any  other 
engineer.  The  engineer  who  made  the 
survey  could  alone  interpret  what  it  meant, 
and  understand  the  points  which  gave  the 
exact  measurements.  But,  with  regard  to 
the  plans,  they  were  all  lithographed,  ^nd 
distributed  amongst  the  parties  who  were 
interested  in  the  project.  Copies  of  them 
might  be  tJiua  obtuned,  or  they  might 
otlterwise  he  traced  by  any  person  who 
chose  to  go  to  the  different  panshes  and 
inspect  the  copies  lodged  with  the  parish 
clerks ;  or  they  might  refer  to  the  copies 
lodged  with  the  clerks  of  the  peaoe,  or  to 
the  general  surrey  lodged  with  the  Board 
of  Trade.  He  would  now  refer  to  another 
remark  that  had  been  made  with  reference 
to  this  Bill.  It  was  sud  that  there  would 
be  jobbing  practised  iu  getting  rid  of  those 
eompanies.  He  thought,  however,  that 
those  companies  that  would  be  wound  up 
should  be  honestly  wound  up  by  the  par- 
ties belonging  to  them.  But  even  if  a 
little  evil  were  experienced,  they  should  be 
content  to  endure  it,  and  take  the  great 
good  they  got  by  this  Bill.  It  was  well 
the  parties  should  know  the  exact  state 
they  were  in,  and  ascertain  not  only  the 
Bilb  that  would  be  brought  under  the  ope- 
ration of  this  BiU,  but  also  those  which 
were  likely  to  succeed.  He  should,  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  week — on  Thursdaj 
next— submit  a  Resolution  to  their  Lord- 
BhipB  to  appoint  a  time  beyond  which  that 
House  would  not  appoint  a  Committee  on 
spposed  Bail  way  Bills. 
The  MAsqimBe    of  OLAHRIOAKDB 


had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  nothing 
whatever  had  been  said  to  show  that  the 
objections  stated  to  the  present  shape  of 
the  Bill  should  not  be  obviated,  and  that 
the  Bill  should  not  be  adapted  to  provide 
for  the  eases  which  had  been  stated  with 
so  much  clearness  and  ability  by  his  noble 
Friend  who  spoke  &om  that  side  of  the 
House.  Notwithstanding  the  speech  made 
by  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Dalhousio), 
he  hoped  he  would  further  consider  the 
measure,  with  a  view  to  pbviate  the  objec- 
tions dtat  bad  been  taken  to  it.  He  (the 
Uorquess  of  Clanricarde)  apprehended  that 
the  public  would  be  much  injured,  if  the 
Bill  passed,  by  the  gambling  operations  of 
the  Stock  Exchange,  which  woiudthrowout 
Bills  that  ought  to  pass,  in  as  great  numbera 
a«  Bills  that  ought  not  to  pass.  He  (ths 
Marqness  of  Clanricarde)  did  not  wish  to 
press  an  adjoarament  of  the  question ;  but 
be  hoped  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  would  consider  those  mat- 
ters, if  not  in  Committee,  at  all  events  be- 
fore the  bringing  up  of  the  Report.  He 
trusted  that  means  would  be  adopted  to 
prevent  rival  lines  from  coming  in  and 
over-ruling  the  hondfidt  shareholders  of  a 
company  that  had  invested  their  money  in 
an  undertaking,  and  also  prevent  them  ft'oro 
depriving  the  publicof  the  benefit  of  a  well- 
einaidered  line  of  railway. 

House  in  Committee.  Several  amend- 
ments made. 

Bill  to  be  reported. 

Houae  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OP   OOUMONS, 
Friday,  May  1,  1846. 

I*  ud  pund.  FrtOHUi  Soditii*. 
PniTTOii*  P>s»MTiD.  By  inHmmt  CUit,  rnnu  H«a 
bn  tt  Dw  B«ih  Ctauicb  a(  BnjlHid  Lit  AwkUUoo 
Ibi  lirtMlJiiMiit  at  HuABrte-  Bbbopite.— By  tmri 
boo.  HflBbcB.  fton  ■  gnu  niunbii  o(  pluH.  Id  (■toui 
U  Ronu  CldloUll  Hdaf  BDL— Bymiail  hoD.  MnlH* 


Bblwp  tu  th*  Sag  o/  Huehaur. — By  Hi.  S.  Cmrorf, 
tma  HMilI  BmicUai  of  Ott  Town  ol  Rnghddt  and  Iw 
NdfhbouihBoil,  lot  AltmticB  of  Ln  rap«itiv  Eidw- 
■ble  (Jquon.— By  Mr,  E.  B.  Rodi*,  ftm  Ciiheniiia  Hrf 
oUiD  iDhitdtKili  at  Uia  Pott  and  Tan  c/  DungamB, 
■fitnit  Eba  uia  of  Tnwl  and  TivnincI  Nad  hi  Iba  Dub. 
lainii  Bay  PlibRy. — By  LsrI  Janai  Stoait,  ftmi  LaDd- 
awtan,  Faman.  ud  Raliittyn,  of  Ite  PvWw  rf 
FvathkBiy  aod  Bmy,  Itar  AltnUoo  at  tha  Rl^wayi 
BUL— By  Mr.  Bmna  ta^  Dm  RaMpayai  el  Cootiaa 
Baaly.ftK  Ika  Hapaal  or  AIUrallDa  of  UK  Lanatks  Aa^ 
ai}lumi  ud  Fuipti  LnniHn  AM. — By 
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ME.  SMITH  O'BRIEN. 

Mb.  E.  B.  ROCHE  said,  it  appeared  that 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Limerick, 
wbo  was  now  kept  in  durance  vile  b;  tbe 
Hous«,  complained  that  he  (Hr.  Roche) 
Kad  misunderBtood  bim  in  what  he  had 
■tated  last  night.  Therefore,  injustice  to 
that  hon.  Member  and  to  himself  ah 
hoped  the  House  would  permit  hjm  to  read, 
without  commeDt,  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  his  hon.  Friend.  It  was  i 
follows ; — 

"  HouM  of  Canmoni  Priaon,  Maj  I,1S16. 

"  Mj  dear  Roohc — I  ihall  foci  mnoh  obliged  if 
you  will  eiptaia  to  the  Houw  this  eTOoing  that 
jrou  wen  under  ■  miicoaaeption  when  700  etated 
jeiterStj  that  I  complaiii»d  that  no  opportunit; 
had  been  aflbrded  to  me  of  •peaking  io  my  on  ~ 
defence.  On  the  eontrarjr,  I  oheeifiillr  aeknoi 
ledged  that  mob  an  opportunitj  vu  offered,  ai 
that  I  declined  to  avaii  mjaelf  of  it.  I  waa  rei 
aaiioui  to  hare  ipokea  yeaCerdaj,  becanM  1 
do  not  think  that  mj  cue  wai  Urlf  Mated 
to  the  Hoiue  by  the  Chainnaa  of  the  Committee 
of  Selection.  I  referred  to  mj  letter)  to  the  Ct 
mttCce.  as  lUting  the  grounda  upon  which  I  I 
refined  lo  aerve  upon  Committeea  on  Scotch  and 
English  Railwaj  BiUa.  If  thaw  letter*  had  been 
read  in  txttnao,  I  >hauld  hare  been  contented  to 
abide  the  opinion  of  the  Uouw  upon  them  ; 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Seleotion 
only  such  portions  of  them  as  tended  to  produce 
an  impreition  on  the  House  un&Toutsble  to  mj 
conduct.  1  wish  it  alio  to  be  known,  that  until  the 
dosing  sentence  of  Mr.  Esloourt's  speech  reaohed 
me.  I  did  not  know  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
Motion  which  he  intended  to  submit,  so  that  I  was 
unprepared  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  course 
which  it  would  be  moit  advitahle  for  qm  to  adopt. 
1  did  not  know  whether  I  was  to  be  imprisoned,  or 
reprimanded,  or  whether  a  Committee  might  not 
be  appointed  to  take  the  case  into  ooniideration 
befi>re  anj  final  Motion  should  be  proposed  to  the 

Kesolutions  adopted  without  notice,  without  dis- 
eoiaion,  not  feuuded  on  long-eMabliahed  praetioe, 
not  supported  h;  anj  authorit;  derired  from  sta- 
tute or  from  praecripdoo.  it  seemed  to  me  that 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  dehberate 
upon  the  subject  was  not  only  the  wisest  and  most 
natursl  mode  of  dealing  with  the  case,  but  also 
that  which  woold  have  been  moat  oonfonnable  to 
former  precedent).  I  need  not  sa;  that  m;  deci- 
■ion  with  respect  to  the  proprietj  of  oddresiilng 
the  Bouse  on  arf  own  behalf,  or  of  remaining  li- 
lent,  might  have  been  aflected  hj  a  knowledge  of 
the  Motion  which  was  to  be  proposed  to  the  House. 
Undoohtedlj.if  I  had  foreseen  that  m;  riews  would 
luiTe  been  so  much  misrepresented  in  debate  as 
ther  have  been,  1  should  not  have  declined  to  itate 
them  futlj  to  the  Houie.  In  all  prooeedinga  in 
Parliament,  it,  is  euitomarjr  to  give  due  notice  to 
the  parties  aSeoted  hj  such  prooeedlngs  ;  suoh  no- 
tice, C2ienifore,  ma;  hie  coni'ulered  a>  a  "tv^  nlV«i 
Uiaa  a  cotuiei;.  With  reference  tn  t-^e  ^i«\um 
ntrj  Uotlon  made  on  Uondaj  nitU,  1  waa  ^x& ' 


■uoh  eutira  ignorsnee  of  the  tamu  of  tiiat  UMiaa, 
that  I  abiotutelj  mistook  the  question  when  put 
from  the  Chair,  and  imagined  that  it  was  an  0:^ 
to  attend  the  House  on  Tneadaj,  whereas  I  aJter- 
wnrdi  learned  that  it  was  an  order  to  attend  Uw 
Committee.  On  last  Friday,  I  stated  to  Mr.  Est- 
ODort  in  private  that  I  aboold  feel  mudi  obliged 
to  him  if  he  would  intimate  to  me  the  larmaoftk 
Motion  which  be  intended  to  make  in  relsTDee  to 
mr  case,  as  boob  as  bis  own  determioatioD  waa 
formed.  I  (ubaequentlT  reoeired  no  oonmnuiii*. 
tion  from  bim.  I  do  not  wish  joa  to  tvreal  to  tba 
Houie  what  an  Irishman  thioki  of  aneh  &  mods 
of  prooeeding  ;  suthring  from  the  i^jnitiee  of  tin 
British  House  of  Commons,  I  expect  nothing  froa 
it«  generoaitj.  I  shall  make  no  fiiitber  appial  to 
the  House.  Teaterdar,  I  waa  eztreanely  aaxioas 
(o  haTO  been  allowed  U  ' 


unittal  to  raisoo  aa  a  onlprit.  I 
ahall  not  again  oondatoend  to  aolicit  eren  thia  tri- 
fling foronr.  In  oonelnding,  I  beg  moat  asiioarir 
and  earnestly  to  reqnaat  jtta  to  infcrm  the  Hoaaa 
that  I  am  no  partj  to  an;  Motion  far  mj  diaehaigB. 
— I  remain,  m;  dear  Roohe,  rerf  ainoerel;  jom, 
"WtLLUM  S.  O'BaiaiT, 
"E.  B.  Boohe,  Etq.,  H.P." 

SMOKE  NUISANCE. 
Sir  J.  GRAHAM,  in  answer  to  a  qnw- 
tion,  aaid,  that  at  the  close  of  last  SeBuon 
ho  had  expressed  great  apprehension  that 
it  would  not  be  expedient  to  m&ke  the  con- 
sumption of  smoke  compulsory.  The  Re- 
port of  the  Conuuission  just  issned,  so  far 
from  removing  his  doubts,  had  confirmed 
them.  He  should  not,  therefore,  be  pre- 
pared to  bring  in  a  Bill  rendering  it  impoi- 
tive  to  consume  smoke  in  all  departments 
of  manufacture. 

PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  (IRELAND)  BILL- 
ADJOURNED  DEBATE  (SEVENTH  NIGHT). 

The  Adjonmed  Debate  on  the  Protec* 
tion  of  Life  (Ireland)  Bill  was  resnmed. 

Mb.  p.  SOMERS  said,  that  aomething 
more  than  legislation  was  required  for  Ire- 
land. Thej  might  remove  some  of  the 
evils  that  pressed  npon  that  countrf,  bnt 
the  panacea  for  Ireland  was  to  he  foand  in 
the  example  and  good  conduct  of  the  land- 
lords. He  hoped  the  Government  would 
withdraw  the  measure.  He  expressed  his 
thanks  to  Government  for  the  desire  thejr 
had  evinced  to  reUeve  the  distress  of  the 
Irish  people  bj  affording  employment  to 
those  who  required  it.  He  called  tiie  at- 
tention of  the  right  hon,  QentlemaQ  oppo- 
site to  the  clums  of  the  town  of  Sligo  to 
at  least  a  isxr  proportion  of  the  promised 
benefactionf  for  he  regretted  to  aaj  that 
the  greatest  distress  prevailed  in  that 
\ilace,  The  hon.  and  gallant  Members  for 
K.Ti&«.^  «A  %(n>«^,  TuA  cuiAeBt  with 
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Ireland  to  the  exiitenee  of  the  Repul  As- 
■aoimtioo,  hftd  tbougkt  fit  to  atignutiie  the 
gTMt  iiM«B  of  their  f«Uow  ooimtrjiDen  as 
nutious  kud  seditioiu.  He  iadignBiitly  re- 
pudiated the  imputation  i  aod  be  begged 
to  avf,  that  the  ioyalty  and  devotioii  to 
Aeir  Sovereign  of  the  memben  of  that 
Aaftooiation  equalled,  if  it  did  not  exceed, 
that  of  the  boo.  Gentlemen  to  trhom  he 
lef erred. 

Mr.  H.  O'CONNBLL  said,  the  right 
boD.  Baronet  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ti 
>IU7  had  proaented  to  the  Houm  a  t_ 
horrid  pioture  of  ^e  state  of  Ireland,  which 
h«  had  no  doubt  had  produced  an  impi 
film  upon  the  mind*  of  any  penona  of 
abiolute  neceeait;  of  such  a  meaaure  as 
that  now  under  conaideration.     The  right 
hon.  Baronet  drew  a  strong  contrast 
tween  the  state  of  crime  in  Ir^and  in  1 843 
and  during  the  last  ^ear,  and  asked  whe- 
ther— if  crime  had  m  matarialty  increased 
in  the  space  of  two  years — some  measure 
should  not  be  adopted  for  its  repression. 
Now,  if  during  those  two  years  the  Gorem- 
ment  had  done  nothing  to  check  crime  in 
Ireland,  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure 
M  the  present  might  have  been  admitted  ; 
but  if  Uiey  looked  to  the  Statute-book  and 


this  country  and  in  Ireland  had  not  been 
idle  in  adopting  measures  with  the  pro- 
fessed object  of  meeting  tiat  cTil.  In 
1843,  they  dismissed  from  the  commission 
of  the  peace  all  magistratea  who  connte- 
tenanced  the  Repeid  movement.  About 
twenty-two  of  those  gentlemen  were  diji- 
miued  br  one  letter  from  the  Lord  Chan- 
cetlm:;  tnirty  or  forty  o&ers  immediately 
threw  up  their  commissions;  and  severu 
who  had  not  before  been  Repealers  joined 
the  Repeal  Association.  The  QoTemnunt 
next  introduced  in  this  House  that  most 
ridicnloiu  of  all  measures — the  Arms  Bill, 
.which  was  professedly  designed  to  put 
down  outrage  and  agrarian  insurrection. 
By  that  measure,  howcTOr,  the  same  faci- 
litiea  were  gtren  to  the  iU-dispoted  as  to 
tin  well-affected  for  obtaining  sraia  and 
gnnpowder.  FroTioosly  to  the  pasung  of 
that  Act,  no  person  could  poasess  a  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder  exceediuK  i  lb.  without 
licenae  from  a  justice  of  the  peace;  but, 
now,  any  nerson  holding  a  license  to  keep 
MTOS,  might,  upon  that  certificate,  obtain 
Mty  quantity  of  gunpowder  he  ebose.  The 
next  step  taken  by  the  Qovemment  was  to 
issue  the  Clcntarf  proclamation,  and  they 
th«a  poowded  to  arrMt  tlw  iMden  rf  tw 


'  Repeal  agitation.  They  commenced  what 
was  called  a  monster  prosecution;  and  the 
leaders  of  the  moTement  were  detuned  in 
custody  till  they  were  released  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  other  House  of  Pariiament. 
Now,  what  was  the  effect  of  those  mea- 
sures ?  By  the  dismissals  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace,  the  GoTemment 
added  numbers  and  strength  to  the 
ranks  of  Repeal ;  and  thev  removed  from 
the  magistracy  those  gentlemen  in  whom 
the  people  had  the  greatest  confidence. 
By  the  Arms  Act  they  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  peasantry  of  Ireland,  under  the  first 
registiy,  no  less  than  90,000  stand  of 
arms.  Could  they  be  surprised,  then,  af- 
ter these  measures  had  failed  to  secure 
their  intended  results,  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  should  entertain  strong  contempt 
for  the  power  of  a  Government  which  bad 
been  unsuccessful  in  its  legislation,  and  im- 
becile in  the  administration  of  the  lawt 
They  believed  that  those  who  had  failed 
hitherto  would  fail  in  future,  and  were  not 
exactly  the  men  to  be  entrusted  with  ex- 
traordinary powers.  For  what  purpose  did 
they  ask  for  those  powers  ?  To  remedr 
mischiefs  they  hod  tbemselrea  createcL 
They  had  miserobly  bungled  all  their  for- 
mer measures,  and  they  now  wanted  an 
opportunity  of  still  further  displaying  their 
incompetence.  Their  failures  were  not 
confined  to  their  hostility,  but  extended 
even  to  their  attempts  at  conciliation. 
They  carried  the  Catholic  Bequests  Bill  to 
focilitate  the  charities  of  Catholics  in  Ire- 
land; but  this  was  done  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  Courts  of  Equity  had  declared 
the  Irish  Catholics  free  to  exercise  their 
charity  by  bequests  uid  donations  aa 
they  pleased,  and  when,  therefore,  the 
power  professed  to  bo  given  them  hy  the 
Act  had  already  been  confirmed  to  them 
by  the  Judges.  The  Government  next 
estabtisbed  what  had  been  called  godless 
Colleges,  and  gave  a  grant  to  the  Catholio 
College  of  Maynooth  ;  and  if  that  grant 
had  been  given  at  an  earlier  period,  it 
might  have  prevented  much  of  the  ill  feel- 
ing which  bad  been  excited  in  Ireland.  But 
it  bad  been  suggested,  and  it  was  believed, 
Uiat  that  grant  was  not  prompted  by  any 
regard  for  Ireland,  but  by  the  threatening 
indicationB  of  a  storm  in  the  Western  hori- 
zon. All  this  afforded  an  ample  justifica- 
tion to  Irish  Uembers  in  resisting  this  Bill 
in  the  first  stage  with  the  same  firmncH 
that  they  would  oppose  it  in  its  last  stage. 
They  would  forego  no  opportuniUr  and 
nUx  ng  exertioD  to  defest  it.    'frm  it 
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iras  thAt  the  Members  for  Ireland  lud  ftl- 
lowed  the  Peace  Freaemtion  Bill  of  1835 
to  poBB  into  a  law;  hnt  the  rolen  of  the 
State  were  rerj  different  men  then  and 
now.  It  had  also  been  mnch  modified  in 
its  clauses ;  and  though  the  GoTernment  of 
the  day  had  that  en^ne  in  their  hands  for 
four  or  6»e  years,  not  a  single  prosecution 
was  instituted  under  it  in  any  county  in 
Ireland.  It  was  not  that  measure  wnich 
caused  the  pacification  of  Ireland,  hut  that 
-pacification  was  attributable  to  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  promises  held  out  by  the  Qo- 
TemmcDt.  And  yet  the  right  hou.  Baro- 
net told  them  that  the  peace  of  Ireland  be- 
tween 1835  and  1841  was  maintained  by  & 
law  which  had  noTer  been  put  in  force  ! 
The  Whigs,  while  in  power,  did  their  duty 
to  both  countries,  and  produced  peMe  and 
bvnquillity  in  Ireland;  but  they  were  per- 
petually denounced  in  the  House  by  those 
whose  return  to  power  produced  increasing 
outragoa  from  the  moment  it  took  place. 
But  tnia  Bill  never  could  quiet  that  stat« 
of  things.  Even  tbe  Government  officials 
denied  its  use;  and  only  the  other  day  a 
stipendiary  magistrate  remarked  to  him 
{Mr.  M.  O'Connell),  "I  cannot  think  what 
they  mean  by  lockins  people  up  in  the 
night;  scarcely  a  sinde  outrage  has  been 
committed  bj  night  since  the  beginning  of 
this  iusiurection — of  'this  agrarian  disturb- 
ance." If  the  Qoremment  pasted  a  law  to 
prohibit  men  from  ever  stirring  from  home 
at  all,  perhaps  they  might  obtain  iriiat 
they  sought;  unless,  indeed,  their  object 
was,  that  the  gentry  might  now  traTol  by 
night,  the  people  being  locked  up.  He 
was  not  there  to  deny  that  outrage  existed, 
and  still  less  that  it  bad  increased  of  late 
Tears;  but  he  knew  its  causes  too  well  to 
imagine  that  this  measure  could  ever  stop 
it.  Ho  had  seen  Clare  in  a  worse  state 
than  any  county  was  now  in;  he  remem- 
bered it  when  every  gentleman's  house  was 
a  garrison,  aud  you  were  regulariy  chal- 
lenged if  you  went  to  the  door;  they  had 
loopholes  for  musketry,  and  the  cattle  were 
driven  in  from  the  fields.  The  cause  was 
the  want  of  potato  ground,  the  same  aa  in 
many  parts  now;  and  that  continued  tor 
three  or  four  years,  till  he  (Mr.  M.  O'Con- 
nell), with  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  and 
Mr.  Steele,  under  the  aanction  of  the  au- 
thorities, the  Marquess  of  Anglesey  being 
liord  Lieutenant,  went  among  the  people 
to  arrange  that  lenity  and  kindness  should 
be  shown  them  instead  of  severity;  and  in 
that  one  night  500  stand  of  arms  were 
^ven  up.     Clare  then  became  aa  tranquil 
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had  kept  that  county  in  a  state  of  iiiiiiiiw 
tion  for  these  yean.  One  of  tham  Mid 
frankly,  "The  fault  wM  all  frith  the  gantt;; 
if  they  hod  come  tc^etiier  at  fint,  Mid 
shown  a  httle  coursige,  And  eDd««Tou«d  to 
put  down  the  fomenten  of  tbose  disturb- 
ances, there  would  havo  been  an  md  to  all 
this  in  three  months;  it  waa  throDgh  Ibair 
cowardice  that  we  have  got  on."  Is  the 
counties  lately  disturbed,  if  the  glairy  h*^ 
shown  front,  mstead  of  callia^  for  Coeroioa 
Bills,  these  outrages  would  hare  been  p«t 
down,  and  peace  restored  long  aioce.  BM, 
believing  this  measure  improper  and  inoS- 
eient,  he  should  oontinae  his  Of 
it  byererymeansinhiepowM',  I 
though  it  might  be  called. 

Mr.  COLQDHOUN  hoped  thei«  would 
now  be  an  end  to  the  denbta  of  tho  ban. 
Member  for  Lambeth  (Mr.  Eawea)  wftk 
regard  to  the  statements  mods  aa  to  eriaia, 
since  the  hon.  Member  for  Tralee  had  ad- 
mitted that  it  had  incraaaed,  and  had  da- 
scribed  the  slate  of  Ireland  in  one  rentark- 
able  and  emphatic  word — "  inautreetioa," 
such  as  there  was  in  Clare  some  yean  ago. 
[Mr.  M.  O'Cohkell:  I  said  agrarian  in- 
snrrection.}    Agrarian  insurrection,  thos, 

Erevailed  in  Ireland.  [Mr.  M.  O'Coamu : 
Q  some  dis^cts.}  Of  course,  it  was  not 
the  whole  of  Ireland  that  was  spoken  of, 
neither  did  the  Bill  apply  to  the  whole  <rf 
Ireland.  Did  not  that  clearly  justify  the  grant 
of  the  augmented  powers  roquind  by  the 
Gorerament  ?  It  was  easy  to  corajdain  ot 
non-residentgentry;  hnt  how  could  tbey  be 
expected  to  reside  where  their  tirea  wa« 
not  safe  ?  Take  the  case  of  Mr.  Chuko, 
who  was  murdered  on  his  own  property  in 
broad  daylight,  in  the  midst  of  the  people 
he  employea.  Take  Lord  Orkney'a  eaa«. 
Lord  Orkney  had  estates  in  Tippeiaryand 
in  Queen's  County,  and  he  went  to  reside 
upon  bis  estate  in  the  former  county.  He 
had  not  been  there  many  days  before  his 
table  waa  covered  with  threatening  letten; 
not  a  very  good  way  of  inducing  an  EngUA 
Peer  to  remain  a  resident  in  Ireland,  for,  in 
spite  of  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  far 
LambeUi,  he  must  say  diat  tbreateniiw  nop 
ticea  were  no  very  agreeable  missives.  Lord 
Orkney  informed  one  of  bis  tenants  who  had 
not  paid  his  rent  that  he  must  remove  from 
a  large  farm,  which  he  had  not  sufficteat 
capital  to  cultivate  with  adrantage,  to  a 
smialler  one;  that  he  would  forgive  him  sdl 
arrears  of  rent;  and  that  he  would  giro 
htm  a  sum  of  money  to  transfer  him  from 
the  on«  fans  to  the  mbiK-    Th»  man  te> 
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forawd  him  tliat  he  would  certainly  tak« 
his  rerenge  for  auch  a  proceeding.  Lord 
Orkney  having  hod  such  a  receptioa  in 
Tqiperarj,  proceeded  to  Queen'i  Conntj. 
Previous  to  his  arriTal  there  hie  iteward 
had  been  fired  at  in  the  broad  daylight  by 
parties  whom  he  conld  perfectly  identify, 
but  he  would  nott  because  it  would  not  be 
safe  to  do  K>.  The  parties  finding  that 
they  were  safe  from  the  aocosation  of 
the  steward,  went  in  the  broad  daylight 
to  his  house,  leiied  bis  anfortnnate  ser- 
vant,  who  had,  tmhsppily  for  himself,  been 
tite  witness  of  ^e  attack  upon  his  mas~ 
ter,  plaoed  him  on  bis  knees  in  the  pre- 
tence of  twenty  persons  (&otn  not  one  of 
whom  evidence  conld  afterwaids  be  ex- 
tracted, such  was  the  power  of  that  reign 
of  terror),  told  him  to  say  his  prajers,  for 
that  his  days  were  numbered,  and  thot 
him  in  the  broad  noon^day,  in  the  front  of 
Lord  Orkney's  house ;  and  when  that 
■obleman  returned  from  his  morning's  ex- 
euTMOQ  amongst  his  tenantry,  whom  he 
had  been  endeavouring  to  serve,  he  found 
the  ground  in  front  of  his  house  red  with 
tim  blood  of  biH  servant.  Yet  that  waa  a 
state  of  thing!  which  the  Irish  Members 
stated  that  the  people  of  England  ought  to 
tolerate.  It  wu  a  state  of  things  which 
they  wished  to  see  unredressed.  ["  No, 
not"]  At  any  rate,  knowing  that  the  or- 
dinary laws  were  inefficient  to  repress 
the  evil,  they  reAised  their  support  to 
any  measure  introduced  in  aid  of  the  or- 
dinary laws  of  the  country.  In  the  county 
of  Heath  Mr.  Fowler,  a  resident  landlord, 
discharging  all  the  duties  of  a  landlord, 
had  been  denounced,  and  bis  life  had  been 
threatened ;  hut  an  address  which  had 
upon  that  occasion  been  presented  to  him 
by  his  tenantry,  showed  that  they  had  no 
sympathy  with  the  perpetrators  of  the  out- 
rage. In  Westmeath  they  had  had  the 
case  of  Sir  Prancis  Hopkins.  But  he 
would  not  trouble  the  House  farther  with 
deUuls  of  individual  cases.  The  returns 
from  the  inspectors  of  police  in  Westmeath 
showed  that  during  the  last  six  months 
there  had  been  no  less  than  197  eases  of 
outrage.  It  was  said,  that  they  arose  from 
the  landlorda'  severity  to  their  tenants. 
He  had  analysed  those  oases,  however,  and 
he  had  found  that  thirteen  were  attacks 
upon  gentlemen ;  thirty-five  were  attacks 
relating  to  what  might  be  termed  "  the 
rights  of  property  ;"  thirty-eight  were  at- 
tacks which  were  connected  with  land,  it 
was  true,  but  they  were  directed  altc^ether 
agaiut  fanners  and   cottiers,    and   had 


_  at  all  to  do  with  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty  ;  and  thirty-eight  others  were  attacks 
againstlabourera,  and  had  no  connexion  even 
with  land.  Among  the  causes  returned,  so 
far  as  ascertained,  he  found  such  as  these  : 
— "because  he  told  stories  to  his  employer" 
— "  because  he  drove  an  opposition  car" 
— "  because  he  had  been  prosecuting  for 
theft" — and  another  "  for  fraud" — "  \»- 
cause  he  had  set  up  a  baker's  shop. "  The 
secret  of  this  state  of  things  was  stated  to 
him  by  a  gentleman  who  had  long  served  the 
late  Mr.  Dnunmond  confidentially,  and  was 
morethan  anyone  acquainted  with  hisviews; 
when  he  asked  him  to  explain  this  chronie 
disorder  prevailing  fraia  time  to  time,  these 
eruptions  of  discontent;  that  gentleman,  giv- 
ing also  Mr.  Drummond's  judgment,  said, 
that  it  really  was  the  estabUshment  on  a 
small  scale  of  a  provincial  reign  of  terror  ia 
the  hands  of  a  few  individuals,  not  necessit- 
ous, not  in  distress,  very  often  opulent  far- 
mers, but  who  wished  to  govern  and  tyran- 
nise over  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  exe- 
cute their  own  will,  and  carry  out  their  own 
law,  the  law  of  revenge,  by  crime,  in  do- 
fiance  of  the  law  of  the  land.  He  believed 
that,  in  order  to  put  down  this  state  of  so- 
ciety, and  subvert  the  rule  of  these  village 
Uarats  and  Dantons,  there  must  be  a  sus- 
pension of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  or  some 
equally  strong  measure,  to  enable  them  to 
take  these  persons  out  of  the  bosom  of  that 
society  wluch  they  disturbed  by  their  crimes, 
and  to  impose  upon  them  such  imprison- 
mont  as  would  deter  others  from  the  com- 
mission of  similar  crimes.  The  present 
state  of  matters  was  the  more  aggravated, 
because  these  parties  were  not  goaded  by 
want,  but  were  actuated  only  by  the  d^ 
sire  of  punishing  those  who  chose  to  con- 
travene their  laws  and  their  will.  It  waa 
clear,  then,  that  if  the  law  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  put  down  these  crimes,  the  law 
must  be  strengthened,  so  that  the  terrors  of 
that  law  might  be  made  to  prevail  over  the 
tenon  which  midnight  conspirators  spread 
around  them.  They  ought,  he  contended,  to 
grapple  with  this  state  of  things  ;  and  the 
only  practical  question  was,  would  they 
sufficiently  grapple  with  it  by  means  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill?  Would  they 
effectually  do  so  by  preventing  parties 
from  tearing  their  houses  aiW  night  f  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  preventing  per- 
sons tearing  their  homes  at  night,  and 
holding  meetings  to  concoct  crime,  would 
be  altogether  ineffective  for  attaining  the 
object  desired;  but  he  feared  that  the 
rosnlt  would  be,  that  those  i^erMiu  who 
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met  during  the  night  heaceforth  would 
meet  during  the  daj.  He  found  that  a 
great  number  of  the  moat  atrocious  crimes 
— that  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Clarke  aud 
othera^were  committed  iu  brood  daylight, 
and  yet  no  peraona  were  Bciced.  What 
wot  to  prevent  these  malefactor*  from 
holding  their  mee^ngs  during  the  day.  and 
then  concocting  their  crimes,  and  carrying 
them  into  effect  ?  In  soch  a  case,  the  only 
effect  produced  would  be  a  transference 
from  one  hour  to  another  of  the  plan  and  the 
commiision  of  the  crime;  and  he  was  afraid 
that  still  crime  would  continue  to  overmaster 
the  law.  But,  in  addition  to  preventing  night 
meetings,  the  Bill  offered  increased  rewards 
for  the  production  of  evidence.  This  was  an 
eipedient  which  he  was  afraid  would  turn 
out  to  be  utterly  useless.  Rewards  would 
not  induce  parties  to  become  witnesses  in 
cases  of  prosecution.  Look  at  their  Hue 
and  Cry — at  the  placards  offering  rewards 
in  every  direction,  and  ask  themselves 
what  effect  these  had  already  produced 
in  Ireland  ?  Did  they  think  that  the  mere 
increase  of  those  rewards  would  induce 
porBons  to  offer  themselves  as  mtnesaes  ? 
The  idea  was  altogether  absurd.  Would  a 
man  who  knew  his  life  was  in  danger,  if  he 
gavo  evidence  in  a  cose  of  outrage,  be  led 
to  do  so  simply  because  501.  was  offered 
him  to  do  so  ?  Life  was  more  valuable 
than  gold.  Offer  what  they  would,  till 
they  gave  safety  to  the  witness,  all  else 
would  be  ineffectual.  He  must  say,  there- 
fore, that  if  he  held  out  the  idea  that  he 
looked  forward  to  this  Bill  as  likely  to  be 
satisfactory  and  efficient  towards  pacifying 
Ireland,  he  should  not  he  giving  an  opinion 
consistent  with  his  honest  conviction.  He 
held  that  it  was  not  a  Bill  adequate  to  the 
object  proposed  ;  but  perhaps  he  might  be 
asked  what  remedy  he  had  to  offer  ?  Now, 
it  was  not  the  duty  of  an  independent 
Member  of  Parliament  to  offer  remedies 
for  grave  national  evils.  That  was  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  Government.  He 
thought  Government  had  clearly  estah- 
liahed  a  caao  for  interference,  and  had 
proved  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
give  to  law  an  ascendancy  over  the  as- 
cendancy of  terror,  which  was  but  loo 
■urcly  produced  by  these  fearful  and  un- 
■eon  tribunals.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Rochdale  had  last  January  accurately  de- 
scribed the  state  of  Ireland,  when  he  said 
that  there  was  complete  social  disorganiza- 
tion— that  the  resources  of  the  country 
were  lying  waste — that  industry  was  para- 
lysed; that   botli  life  and  property  were 


insecure — morders  of  the  moat  b&HMnoi 
character  being  perpetrated  at  BooD-daj, 
The  hon.  Member  had  some  months  age 
given  this  independent  testimony  as  to  the 
state  of  Ireland,  and  it  completely  b<R« 
out  the  case  of  Her  Majesty's  uOTemment. 
There  was  then  a  proved  necesaity  for  the 
interference  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  the 
only  question  was,  had  a,  right  remedrbeeB 
offered  ?  He  would  certainly  not  interpoaa 
his  vote  to  prevent  the  remedy  preaeribed 
by  Government  from  being  tried — he  should 
not  vote  against  the  Bill ;  he  thought  the 
remedy  proposed  would  do  something;  but 
at  the  same  time  he  must  aay  that  he  did 
not  conceive  it  to  he  adequate  to  the  evil, 
and  he  therefore  threw  upon  the  OoTemment 
the  responsibility  of  the  course  thej  were 
now  taking.  He  doubted  whether  the  pesce 
and  security,  which  they  expected,  would  b« 
secured  for  Ireland  by  this  Bill.  Ua  w^ 
remembered  the  wearisome  discuasioiis  dwy 
had  on  the  Arms  Bill,  and  how,  while  he 
and  his  Friends  supported  the  Govemmeat, 
they  could  not  help  feeling  that  tb«t  BiD 
was  not  an  adequate  measure  ;  and  so  it 
turned  out.  If,  however,  the  present  Bill 
had  been  a  measure  likely  to  remove  the 
evils  of  Ireland,  likely  to  abolish  those  ca- 
lamities which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and 
the  House  so  much  deplored,  then  indeed 
it  would  be  a  measure  entitled  to  th^ 
most  energetic  support — then,  indeed,  it 
would  be  worthy  of  the  most  protracted 
conflict.  Most  happy  should  he  be  if  he 
could  he  convinced  that  it  was  at  all  ade- 
quate to  the  extent  of  the  evil;  but  it  waa, 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  found  to  be, 
a  crippled,  halting,  imperfect  measure.  If. 
indeed,  the  Ministry  thought  this  Bill  would 
pacify  Ireland,  then  was  their  course  alto- 
gether ineipUeable.  They  brought  it  iuto 
the  House  of  Lords  in  the  early  part  of  the 
Session,  and  as  a  permanent  measure, 
under  the  impression,  no  doubt,  that  it 
would  do  permanent  good  to  Ireland  ;  bat, 
pressed  by  the  half-whispered  suggeations 
of  some  noble  Lord  across  the  Table,  tbey 
instantly  curtailed  their  measure,  and  made 
it  to  last  for  not  more  than  three  yean. 
Now,  was  there  a  man  in  that  House 
who  would  tell  him,  that  if  Ireland  mw 
now  in  the  disturbed  state  it  was  described 
to  be  in,  and  known  to  be  in,  three  yean 
would  cure  it  of  those  evils  ?  If  they  said  it 
was  impossible  to  believe  this,  then  weald 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  throw  on  their 
successors  the  misfortune  of  another  Par- 
liamentary battle  to  carry  that  which  they 
believed  to  bo  necessary  for  th«  peace  «f 
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Irduid.  Or  if,  after  the  expinttion  of 
thraa  fMtTB,  thej  were  still  in  power,  were 
tber  to  alip  out  of  thii  measure  for  Ireland, 
Mid  let  it  drop,  on  the  Tain  plea  that  the 
■late  of  Ireland  wm  then  sufficieatly  peace- 
ful ?  If  they  DOW  grappled  with  the  evil, 
howerer,  and  met  it  in  such  a  waj  as  to  re- 
liere  the  peo[4e  of  Ireland  irom  the  hands 
of  thoee  men  who  were  known  to  be  the 
dietnrbers  of  her  peace,  then  wonld  the 
meoaure  of  Government  be  worthy  of  bis 
rapport.  But  if  they  were  throwing  into 
that  House  rach  a  meaanre  as  could  only 
produce  diuension  in  Ireland,  and  a  con- 
test in  that  House  for  no  purpose,  he 
could  only  regard  it  as  one  of  the  many 
proofs  of  the  timidity  and  weakness  of  the 
Goreniment.  If  the  measures  relating  to 
Ireland  were  to  be  coercive,  then  they 
ought  to  be  strong  enough  to  put  down 
thoee  who  were  now  overmaatering  law  and 
justice  ;  but  to  make  their  blow  so  feeble 
tbat  these  desperate  oharaoters  cared  not 
for  its  ioflictioD,  was  not  giving  asBiatance 
to  justice :  it  was  giving  a  premium  to 
crime — it  was  giving  advantage  to  the 
criminal,  and  all  the  disadvantage  to  the 
law.  He  would  believe  that  Ireland  was 
incapable  of  being  governed  when  he  saw 
it  tried  to  be  governed  on  a  system  of 
wise,  oflm,  deliberate,  yet  firm  policy — 
not,  as  waa  now  the  case,  governed  by  hot 
fits  and  cold  fits:  now  a  cold  ague-fit  of 
timid  concession,  to  try  to  please  certain 
^tarbing  leader*  in  Ireland  {  and  then  a 
hot  fit,  in  the  proposal  of  an  Anns  Bill  or 
a  Coercion  Bill.  He  should  have  hope 
for  the  good  order  of  Ireland  when  he  saw 
die  English  Qovemment  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency; buthe  wasafraidthey  wereproving 
in  this  case,  as  in  that  of  the  Arms  Bill, 
that  their  remedy  was  not  adequate  to  the 
evil,  and  that  therefore  they  were  only 
about  to  give  to  the  disturbing  parties  in 
Ireland  all  the  advantage  of  increased 
power. 

Mb.  T.  O'BRIEN  was  resolved  to  give 
to  the  measure  now  under  consideration 
his  most  determined  opposition.  He  was 
weeent  when  the  right  hoo.  Baronet  the 
8ecretai7  of  SUte  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment introduced  the  Bill,  andhehadlisten- 
ed  with  the  profoundest  attention  to  the 
atatement  of  the  right  hen.  Baronet;  hut 
he  could  not  bring  biinself  to  believe  that  a 
good  case  had  been  made  out  for  the  Go- 
vanunent.  He  had  heard  with  the  deepest 
regret  the  catalogue  of  dark  deeds  alleged 
to  nave  been  committed  in  Ireland,  and  on 
which  the  Government  relied,  as  affording 
»  ju«tifiKbl«  pretext  for  the  introductim  ef 
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this  obnoxious  and  unconstitutional  mea-  ■ 
sure.  No  man  in  that  House  could  poa- 
sibly  feel  deeper  horror  at  the  frequency  of 
crime  in  Ireland  than  did  be;  but  he  very 
much  deplored  that,  instead  of  a  penal 
enactment,  some  measure  had  not  been  in- 
troduced of  a  remedial  nature,  by  which  the 
cause  of  these  frightful  crimes  might  be  re- 
moved, or  even  mitigated.  Every  one  who 
knew  anything  of  Ireland  must  be  aware 
that  the  worst  descriptions  of  crimes  in 
that  country  were  occasioned  by  the  deadly 
strife  between  landlords  and  tenants,  the 
former  being  anxious  to  retain  the  rights  of 

Eroperty,  forgetful  of  its  doties,  and  the 
ttter  being  engaged  in  a  desperate  scram- 
ble for  existence.  He  freely  admitted  that 
it  was  vain  to  expect  prosperity  or  con- 
tentment in  Ireland  as  long  as  diese  out- 
rages coutinued;  but  it  was  quite  as  absurd 
to  suppose  that  these  outrages  would  cease 
while  the  sufferings  of  the  people  reraamed 
unmitigated  and  their  wrongs  unredressed. 
The  present  Bill  would  not  only  be  wholly 
inoperative  of  good,  but  it  would  be  real^ 
productive  of  the  most  disastrous  conse- 

Smces.  If  it  became  law  in  twelve  months 
m  the  present  time.  Instead  of  five  coun- 
ties being  disturbed,  fifteen  counties  would 
be  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  disorder.  The 
frequency  of  crimes,  instead  of  being  quell- 
ed, would  be  increased,  and  the  tenure  of 
life  and  property  would  be  rendered  more 

[ireoarious  than  ever.  He  would  take  the 
iberty  of  submitting  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House  a  few  instances  out  of  hundreds 
which  he  could  cite,  did  time  permit,  of 
heartlessneas  and  cruelty  of  Irish  landlords; 
but  in  BO  domg  he  assured  the  House  that 
nothing  could  be  more  remote  from  hia 
intention  than  a  desire  to  palliate  murder, 
or  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  the  punish- 
ment which  it  merited.  If  the  House, 
however,  would  have  patience  witii  him,  he 
wonld  take  occasion  to  narrate  to  them  one 
or  two  instances  of  Irish  landlords,  which 
he  was  inclined  to  believe  would  come  with 
a  strange  effect  upon  the  English  ears. 
He  would  commence  with  one  which  had 
recently  occurred  in  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  fertile  counties  in  Ireland,  the  county 
Ueath.  Certain  tenantry  in  that  countij 
had  been  evicted  from  their  holdings  in  a 
district  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Kells. 
Amongst  the  persons  thus  turned  houseless 
on  the  world,  was  one  man  named  Brady. 
He  owed  not  one  farthing  of  rent,  and 
could  not  believe  that  his  landlord  could  be 
capable  of  acting  so  harshly  as  to  ejecthim 
from  his  holding,  until  the  bailiffs  actnallj 
came  io  sqd  dmanded  posMtuon  of  die 
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Boose.  In  Tsin  did  Bndr  remoiutnte 
-~in  TMn  did  his  wife  implore.  He  wm 
driven  out  of  his  house  with  his  wife  and 
large  faitulj,  amongst  whom  were  four 
daughters.  They  were  all  ejected  forcibly 
bj  £e  bailiff's;  their  wretched  little  articles 
(^  furniture  were  flung  after  lliem;  and  as 
night  was  approaching,  they  found  them- 
■eWes  left  to  the  mercj  of  the  world,  which 
was  a  polite  phrase  for  helpless  beggary. 
For  nine  days  and  nine  nights  this  un- 
happy man  and  his  family  lay  in  a  ditch  by 
the  road  side,  without  other  covering  than 
tiie  sky.  Finding  his  situation  at  length 
intolerable,  he  retired  on  the  morning  of 
the  tenth  day  to  a  churchyard  in  the  tI- 
oinity  of  his  former  dwelling  j  and  it  was  a 
fact  which  did  not  admit  of  a  doubt,  as  \i 
could  be  attested  by  the  evidence  of  hun- 
dreds, that  he  dug  a  hole  in  the  narrow 
patch  of  ground,  between  two  tombstones, 
in  which  he  contrived  to  shelter — to  pit 
would  be  a  more  -proper  phrase — himself, 
his  wife,  and  bis  daughters.  The  structure 
which  he  erected  might,  perhaps,  be  called 
by  some  a  hut ;  but  it  was  entered  by  a 
descent,  and  was,  in  fact,  nothing  better 
tiian  a  grave.  He  had  not  long  sojourned 
in  this  pestilential  abode,  when  his  lurking 
place  was  discovered  by  the  police,  who 
cited  him  to  appear  before  a  bench  of  ma- 
gistrates at  petty  sessions,  on  a  charge  of 
creating  a  nuisance  in  a  public  graveyard; 
and  it  was  before  this  tribim^  that  this 
unhappy  man's  condition  was  for  the  first 
time  investigated  and  made  public. 
was  examined  on  oath  before  the  magis- 
trates, and  he  swore,  what  was  well  known 
to  all  the  neighbours,  that  for  nine  days 
and  nine  nights  he  was  lying  in  a  ditch  by 
the  road  side,  and  that  it  was  not  until  the 
teotb  day  that  he  had  sought  refuge 
ohurchyud.  Tbo  award  of  the  magistrates 
was,  that  he  should  remain  undisturbed  in 
his  luxurious  retreat,  until  the  poor-house 
at  Kells  was  ready  for  his  reception.  The 
formers  of  the  neighbourhood,  however, 
now  offered  Brady  employment,  and  he  re- 
solutely refused  to  gu  to  the  poor-house, 
declaring  that  he  would  rather  remain 
where  he  was  and  earn  an  honest  livelihood 
with  the  farmers,  than  quarter  Himself  and 
his  family  on  public  charity.  This  extra- 
ordinsry  spectacle,  however,  of  human 
misery  and  degradation  not  being  calcu- 
lated to  reflect  much  honour  on  the  gentry 
of  the-  neighbourhood,  they  concerted 
means  for  having  him  removed  as  a  public 
nuisance  ;  and  at  the  last  quartet 
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eoveiing  the  owner  Vt  that  parti  mills  plot 
of  groiud  in  the  ehurcbyvd  to  mA 
Bn^y  had  retired,  it  waa  reaolved  that  lbs 
retreat  of  tlie  wretched  outcast  shoold  bs 
invaded.     The  man  who  owned  tha  burial 

place  between  the  two    t Iiatiiiiiii,  and 

whose  name  wm  Newman,  waa  provailed 
ttpon,  against  his  inclination,  to  scm 
Brady  witli  a  notios  oS  ejectment ;  aod  tha 
stipendiary  magistnt*  joyfully  aimoBneed 
in  open  court,  that  at  the  «mming  qnaiter- 
sessions,  the  obnoxious  spectacle  of  Brady's 
living  grave  should  be  removed.  It  pieaasd 
Providence,  however,  that  befM«  the  ap- 
pointed ^me  Newman  cangbt  a  fever.  Hs 
died,  and  was  buried  aide  by  ude  with  tha 
living  occupants  of  the  same  ^lostly  ten*- 
ment.  Hon.  Memben  might  say  that  it 
was  not  fair  to  give  thosa  isolated  ranis  of 
cruelty ;  but  he  could  assure  the  House  that 
this  case  waa  only  one  of  many  hmdreds 
which  he  could  cite  if  time  permitted.  It 
might  perhaps  be  in  the  recollection  of  sonw 
present  that  a  series  of  lettera  ware  soae 
time  ago  written  by  a  Catholic  elergymsn, 
named  Davem,  chai^ng  a  oertain  aoUa 
Lord,  who  now  filled  a  high  utuation  in  the 
Government,  with  having  evicted  from  cm 
district  alone,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
in  the  year  1843,  no  less  than  143  &■ 

rgyman  g 
of  the  heads  of  uese  fan 
cribed  the  state  of  the  misety  to  whioh  the 
evicted  penons  had  been  redneed  in  sud 
vivid  colours,  but  with  such  painful  troth- 
fulness,  as  to  cause  a  great  sensation 
throu^  the  coimtry.  Indeed,  so  strong  a 
feeling  was  excited,  that  the  noble  Lwd 
thou^t  himself  bound  to  institute  law  pro- 
ceedings, not  against  the  reverend  antfaor 
of  the  letters,  who  wu  willing  to  undertake 
all  the  responsibility,  and  who  announced 
himself  to  substantiate  his  chafes,  bat 
agunst  the  proprietor  of  a  provincial  p^Nr, 
in  whose  journal  the  letter  appeared.  A 
rule  nisi  was  obtained  as  a  matter  of  course. 
Affidavits  were  £led  in  reply,  proving  on 
oath  every  allegation  that  had  been  set 
forth  in  the  letters.  It  was  not  for  him  to 
say  whether  the  statementa  were  or  wen 
not  true  ;  but  this,  at  all  events,  was  eer- 
tain,  that  the  noble  Lord  never,  from  that 
day  to  this,  applied  to  have  the  conditional 
order  made  absolute ;  and  the  eonsaqnenoe 
was,  that  the  prosecution  had  fallen  to  the 
ground  without  any  apology  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  and  without  any  denial  of 


the  allegations  contained  in  his  newspaper. 
He  would  leave  the  House  to  draw  its  own 
hut  one  a  stipendiary  ma^atrate  \iKim^\cQnc\'aav;ia&  fitna.  these  facts.     How,   he 
•  «BCM9(led|  Witb  tll«  Ud  0{  \k«  ^'^i  UL^^  «£»&.,  wii^  \n»n{>iiBa^  w  %»i&  la^M.'Std 


1365 


A^ntdDOate 


{MatIJ 


{SBmithlfigki. 


isce 


effected  in  a  coontry  frhere  it  wu  left  in  tho 
power  of  one  indiridual  to  depopnlate  ui  en- 
tiredletrict?  for  in  a  rural  pUce  the  chasing 
awaj  of  700  human  heingi,  like  crows  out 
of  a  com  field,  amounted  to  an  almoBt 
total  depopulation. — The  hon.  Homber 
having  mentioned  Hveral  other  caaet  of  in-- 
human  conduct  on  the  part  of  laadawaen 
in  Irdand,  eipreued  his  regret  that  the 
Oovemment  had  not  introduced  some  mea- 
anre  to  remedy  tixeae  prime  erila ;  and  con- 
cluded bj  denouncing  the  Bill  now  nnder 
ooneideration  as  a  measnre  which,  while 
it  was  wholly  inoperatiye  of  good,  could 
not  fail  to  be  productive  of  serious  evil, 
bj  endangering  the  Ubertj  of  innocent 
men,  and  affording  additional  facilities  for 
the  exercise  of  the  barbarous  clearaace 
system. 

Hk.  BELLEW,  without  regretting  this 
diseuMion,  did  regret  that  it  had  interfered 
with  the  progress  of  the  Com  Bill,  because 
that  was  an  Irish  as  well  as  an  Endish 
measure  ;  but  he  considered  that  the  Irish 
llembere  were  not  so  much  to  blame  as 
had  been  said  for  the  delay,  as  thcj  had 
only  acted  on  the  defensive,  and  the  Go- 
Temment  had  on  one  or  two  occasions  al- 
lowed the  Honse  to  ba  counted  out,  After 
this  ereniug,  however,  and  the  division  they 
were  about  to  come  to,  he  trusted  that  the 
feeling  expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport  would  be  cordially  responded  to 
by  every  Irish  Member,  of  the  neeessity 
of  struggling  against  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
6.  Bentinck)  and  his  242  followert.  It 
should  be  remembered  Uiat  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers were  occupied  on  an  object  which  they 
trusted  mi^t  lead  to  the  same  results  as 
those  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (SirR, 
Peel)  expected  from  the  Cora  Bill,  viz.,  to 
improve  the  condition  of  those  who  labour, 
and  give  comfort  and  enjoyment  to  millions. 
Intimately  as  this  country,  by  the  opening 
of  railroads,  and  the  application  of  Uie 
powers  of  steam,  was  connected  with  Ire- 
land, the  English  people  could  not  be  blind 
to  the  fact,  that  whatever  tended  to  in- 
crease the  misery  of  Ireland  must  produce 
some  corresponding  effect  here,  and  that 
whatever  contributed  to  the  presperity  of 
Ireland  tended  to  enlarge  the  market  for 
the  mannfactures  of  England.  He  opposed 
the  Bill,  first,  because  he  thought  it  in- 
effectual for  its  objects,  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause it  was  accompanied  by  no  remedial 
measures  ;  in  fact,  by  no  measures  of  that 
kind,  either  express  or  implied.  A  noble 
I<ord  in  another  place  had  said  (he  believed) 
tiiat  the  rights  of  property  were  positive, 
bttt  that  th*  dntiM  «f  luuauity  wer««f 


imperfect  obligation,  or  something  to  that 
effect.  That,  perhaps,  might  be  so  ;  but 
what  he  complained  of  the  Qovernment 
was,  that  they  had  not  taken  any  means  for 
reconciling  these  conflicting  interests;  they 
bad  done  nothing  to  render  the  rights  ^ 
property  consistent  with  the  claims  of  hu- 
manity. This  they  onght  to  have  dona 
beibre  bringing  in  tiiis  Bill.  With  respect 
to  the  state  of  crime  in  Ireland,  it  waa  not 
much  the  murder,  as  the  sympathy  with 
3  murderer,  that  was  the  real  symptom 
of  the  diseased  state  of  society  in  Ireland. 
But  would  this  Bill  tend  to  remove  that 
symptom  ?  He  contended  that  it  would 
not.  There  was  the  case  the  other  day  of 
Mr.  Brew,  the  agent  of  Mr.  Yandelenr, 
who  was  shot  at  Kllrnsh,  in  the  county  of 
Clare.  In  the  middle  of  the  day  the  at- 
tempt was  made  upon  him.  The  "'"t'l 
walked  away.  Not  a  hand  was  rused  tt 
arrest  him  ;  not  a  person  interfered  te  pre- 
vent bis  escape.  He  asked  was  this  a 
state  of  things  in  which  the  Bill  would 
effect  any  chuige  ?  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  rested  the  defence  of  the  mea- 
sure on  three  grounds  :  flnt,  the  state  of 
crime  in  Ireland;  second,  the  inefficiency 
of  the  existing  law  ;  third,  the  efficiency  <n 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  The  first,  h« 
(Mr.  Bellew)  admitted  ;  but  with  regard  to 
the  second,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  stated, 
in  proof  of  his  position,  as  an  instance,  that 
before  special  commissions  it  was  necessary 
to  have  not  only  the  man  accused,  but  the 
witnesses  who  might  convict.  But  would 
this  Bill  supply  the  remedy  for  this  !  Tht 
hon.  Member  who  had  spoken  last  but  aab 
had  dwelt  npon  the  sending  of  threatening 
notices,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  wit 
nesses  to  come  forward.  But  it  was  clear 
the  Bill  would  not  alter  either  of  those  evila. 
Then  with  reganl  to  the  probable  sucoasa 
of  the  messure,  he  had  not  seen  the  least 
reason  to  suppose  that  anything  in  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  destroying  sympathy 
with  crime,  or  the  combinations  which  he 
admitted  were  formed  in  support  of  cri- 
minals. Before  a  Committee  <^  the  House 
some  years  ago  the  parish  priest  of  Mary- 
borough had  given  evidence  that  even  then 
outrage  was  not  confined  to  those  who 
were  ejected  from  their  holdings,  but  that 
others  joined  them,  thinking  that  by  doing 
so  they  would  have  a  better  chance  ^ 
keeping  themselves  on  the  land.  That 
cause  of  crime  would  evidently  not  be 
affected  by  this  Bill.  If  it  was  asked  why, 
he  answered,  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
population  of  Irelsnd.  There  was  thia 
gTMt  diffin»i  fa«twe«&  Irelftdd  aad  tUk 
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country,  that  thare  serenth-eighths  of  the 
whole  inhabitaots,  instead  of  one-half  onlj, 
u  waa  the  case  here,  were  rural  popula- 
tion. Then  the  holdings  were  much  Bmoller 
among  those  who  had  land  than 
ease  in  this  countty.  44,000  out  of  66,000 
holdings  in  the  count;  of  Mayo  wero  undor 
four  acres  ;  and  from  the  last  census  it 
appeared  that  68  per  cent  of  the  occupiers 
of  land  conducted  their  agriculture  without 
■kill,  capital,  or  knowledge,  and  were  de- 
Toid  of  means,  living  in  cabins,  and  in  great 
distress.  A  Catholic  priest  named  Ljons 
had  given  eridence  before  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  that  he  had  seen 
labourers  getting  in  the  harrest  on  w^es 
of  4d.  a-day,  and  that  he  knew  of  300 
families  who  had  not  a  single  blanket 
among  &em,  and  that  he  knew  it  was  a 
common  thing  for  a  large  family  to  go  to 
bed  by  turns,  for  want  of  cbthes.  He 
added  that  the  cabins  near  him  were  only 
holes  dug  in  the  eartli  covered  with  sods, 
and  affording  little  or  no  protection  against 
the  rain.  Let  them  consider  the  misery 
caused  hj  the  clearance  system.  No  fewer 
than  150,000  ejectment  processes  had  been 
■erred  within  the  last  five  years  in  Ireland. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  then  read,  with  muoh 
rapidity,  a  number  of  documents,  showing 
that  this  system  had  been  continued  in 
various  counties  in  Ireland  from  the  year 
1630  to  the  present  time;  and  then  went 
on  to  say  that,  by  the  concurrent  evidence 
of  agents  and  all  parties  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  land  was  at  the  bottom  of  all 
outrages  that  took  place  in  Ireland.  This 
was  a  state  of  things  which  might  well 
humble  the  pride  of  England,  fier  empire 
extended  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe ; 
her  ships  covered  every  sea,  and  brou^t 
home  the  abundance  of  the  earth  ;  but 
there  was  a  spot  near  her  shores  groaning 
nnder  evib  which  could  not  be  remedied  by 
■uch  measures  as  the  present.  During  a 
debate  on  the  Slave  Triide,  arising  on  a 
Motion  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Pahnerston) 
two  years  ago,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
R.  Peel)  speaking  of  the  island  of  Cuba, 
•aid  he  hoped  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  would  act  to  that  country 
from  motives;  thattbey  would  feel  the  great 
responsibility  cast  upon  them  as  its  go- 
vernors; that  the  eyes  of  the  world  were 
upon  them  ;  but  that  if  such  higher  con- 
riderations  did  not  prevail,  be  warned  the 
Ooverament  and  people  of  Spain  that  the 
condition  of  Cuba  was  one  of  great  peril, 
and  that  the  negroes  there  were  suffering 
under  evils  which   made   dee.l\i  ^^V 


hon.  Banmet  would  act  upon  those  ideu 
with  respect  to  the  relations  of  landlord  and 
tenant  in  Ireland  !  Those  relation*,  he  wu 
satisfied,  could  not  long  remain  in  th«r  pre- 
sent state.  One  of  the  very  effects  of  tfaii 
BID  would  be  to  exasperate  those  relationi ; 
for  was  it  possible  to  disbelieve  that  fann- 
dreds  of  landlords,  who  were  now  prevented 
only  by  fear,  would,  after  the  paomng  of 
this  Bill,  and  under  its  shelter,  jcnn  is  the 
system  of  ejectments  ?  They  heard  mnch 
about  interference  with  ligbta  of  pnqierty; 
but  it  was  in  evidence  that  tenants  had 
been  known  ta  have  established  an  interett 
in  the  land  by  means  of  improvements  equal 
in  value  to  ten  years'  parchaae.  Was  not 
ejecting  such  a  tenant  an  interfereBce  with 
ue  rights  of  property  ?  The  tenant-right 
had  grown  up  in  spite  of  the  law;  and,  if 
something  were  not  done  to  omelionte  the 
present  state  of  those  relations,  there  woold 
grow  up  a  law  in  conflict  vrith  the  writtm 
law,  which  might  lead  to  very  obi  ectionahl* 
results.  But  then  there  was  a  dfficulty  in 
interfering.  Ee  answered,  life  wa«  in  the 
other  scale,  and  do  great  acts  were  ever 
effected  without  difficulty;  and  to  eootend 
with  and  overcome  this  diiEculty  woa  a  task 
worthy  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
Peel),  and  worthy  of  this  country,  which,  if  it 
had  one  trait  of  character  more  moiled  ont 
than  another,  it  was  this,  that  it  waa  olwap 
found  to  persevere  until  it  had  ancceMfiilly 
carried  out  that  which  it  once  perceived 
was  its  duty  to  perform.  But  he  conceived 
that  the  right  ban.  Baronet  was  in  on  es- 
pecial manner  bound  to  perform  this  took; 
for  he  thought  that  the  Irish  landlords  had 
very  just  grounds  of  complaint  against  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  for  issuing  the  Landlord 
and  Tenant  Commission,  and  then  leaving 
Ireland  for  so  long  to  suppose  that  some- 
thing was  to  be  done  in  consequence  of  il. 
What  with  the  doctrines  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Cork  about  fixity  of 
l«nure,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
with  respect  to  Ireland,  he  thought  the 
landlords  of  that  country  had  been  of  late 
placed  in  an  infinitely  worse  condition  thoB 
they  ever  were  in  before.  No  auch  com- 
plaint held  good  against  the  late  Govern- 
ment. They  frankly  said,  when  asked, 
that  they  would  not  issue  a  Comroisaion. 
But  then  the  right  hon.  Baronet  alleged 
that  aomethiog  was  promised  to  be  done 
in  the  Queen  s  Speech.  The  same,  how- 
ever, was  the  cBse  last  year;  and  at  that 
time  the  Marquess  of  Normanby  stated  bin 
of  such  a  Commission,  and  Lord  J. 


ufluer  evua  wnicn    maae    oe&ta  agu  \i\\%>uft6Vi  Mid.  that  oltbouffh  there  waa  m 
theirejcf.    Would  to  Qoitibiit  Vm  x^A^w!a^<())ia,^:«th'^Mx^^ax^Wcvvw«:vtS:i^^ 
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bj  the  toBdlords  of  Irdaud,  atill  lie  bkw  no 
means  of  meeting  an  evil  so  widely  apre&d, 
and  tliat  liad  prevailed  to  long.  Then  Hr. 
Cbartaris,  who  had  Heoonded  the  AddregB, 
and  who  was  praised  bj  tlie  right  hon. 
Baronet  for  the  ability,  and  eapeciallf  for 
the  discretion  with  which  he  had  spokei 
•aid  diat  no  one  could  deny  the  GoTomment 
credit  for  having  grappled  with  the  question 
of  land  tenure  in  Ireland,  which  lay  at  the 
root  of  all  the  evils  of  that  conutry,  and 
that  he  hoped  they  would  be  able  to  daviae 
•ome  means  of  patting  an  end  to  those 
«Tils.  Under  these  ciroumstances,  there- 
fore, calculated  aa  Uiey  wete'  to  raisi 
peetationB,  he  thought  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet was  the  last  man  who'  ought  to  call 
upon  the  laodloTds  af  Ireland  to  do  that 
which  they  were  entitled  to  think  the  Qo- 
venunent  bad  taken  into  its  own  hands. 
Harias  two  years  ago  issued  the  Land 
Commission,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
bonnd  to  have  passed  some  of  the  numerous 
meaanres  which  had  been  recommended  bj 
die  Commission.  Not  that  he  (Hr.  Bellew) 
thought  that  any  of  those  measures  would 
bare  gone  to  the  root  of  the  evil;  but  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  might  have  brought 
forward  a  measure  for  facilitating  the  sate 
of  landed  property,  as  recommended  by  the 
Commission,  and  ^so  a  meaaure  for  taking 
the  stamps  off  leases.  [Sir  J.  Obabah: 
That  has  been  done.  ]  He  was  not  aware 
ef  that.  Then  they  ought  to  hare  brought 
forward  the  measure  with  regard  to  Waste 
Lands.  That  was  recommended  by  the 
Commission;  but  it  was  especially  incum- 
bent on  the  QoTcmment  to  attend  to  the 
recommendation  of  Uie  Commission  with 
respect  to  facilitating  the  sale  of  lands, 
for  that  might  be  nought  to  some  prac- 
tical reanlt.  Taunts  bad  been  thrown  out 
against  the  Irish  Members  for  haTing  sup- 
mrted  a  measure  similar  to  this  in  1835. 
Bvt  it  ought  to  remembered  that  in  doing 
Be  theysnpported  the  Bill  of  a  OoTernment 
who  had  done  something  to  serre  their 
country;  not  that  he  meant  to  say  the  pre- 
sent Qovemment  bad  done  nothing  for  it ; 
for  he  thought  their  College  Bill,  for  in- 
stance, an  excellent  measure,  though  some- 
what nnp<^uUr  with  certain  parties  in  Ire- 
had  at  present ;  but  what  he  meant  to  say 
vaa,  that  the  OoTemment  whose  Bill  they 
■nniorted  in  1835  had  done  much  more  for 
Ireland  than  tha  present  Gorermnent. 
That  Qorenunent  endeavoured  to  arrange 
that  question,  which  was  above  all  other 
qnestiona  in  importance  except  the  Land' 
hmi  and  Tenant  question — be  meant  the 


Church  queetion ;  and  the  party  now  in 
office  prevented  them.  They  endeavoured 
to  pass  a  Registration  Bfll,  and  were  simi- 
larly thwarted.  They  endeavoured,  by 
their  appointments  to  the  Bench,  to  gira 
the  assurance,  not  merely  that  they  would 
do  justice,  but  to  give  the  people  erery 
reason  to  expect  it.  A  measure  of  coer- 
cion, tiierefore,  passed  in  such  circum- 
stances, was  very  ^^Ferent  from  a  umilar 
measure  passed  at  present.  In  conoIuBion, 
he  begged  to  say  Uiat  he  would  be  as  anx- 
ious as  any  Uember  in  the  Honse  to  sup- 
port this  Bill,  if  he  beliered  it  would  be 
effective  for  the  purposes  in  view,  and  were 
•ocompanied  by  other  measures ;  but  as  no 
remedial  measures  were  promised,  and  he 
believed  no  good  result  would  come  out  <tf 
this  measure,  be  should  feel  it  to  be  bia 
painM  duty  to  give  it  his  moat  decided  op- 
position. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  was  re- 
luctant to  trespass  on  the  attention  of  the 
House  at  that  period  of  the  debate,  and 
upon  a  subject  on  which  all  argument  waa 
exhausted ;  but,  aa  it  appeitfed  to  be  the 
opinion  that  he  ought  to  offer  some  obser- 
vations, he  would  not  shrink  irom  his  duty. 
He  regretted  the  unusual  oonrse  that  had 
been  taken  of  opposing  the  first  reading  of 
a  Bill  sent  down  from  the  House  of  Lords; 
but  he  had  never,  on  that  account,  con- 
sidered that  any  blame  or  censure  wai 
attributable  to  the  Irish  Members.  They 
were  animated  by  local  interests,  and  na- 
tional feelings,  and  entertaining  very  strong 
impressions  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  the 
meaBure,  they  naturally  felt  an  earnest 
desire  to  express  their  sentiments — to  re- 
cord their  hostility  to  a  Bill  of  which  they 
disapproved,  at  the  earliest  period.  But, 
after  the  very  full  discussion  the  measure 
had  now  received,  both  as  to  its  principle 
and  its  details,  he  trusted  the  future  stages 
of  its  progress,  supposing  the  Bouse  de- 
cided in  favour  of  Uie  first  reading,  would 
not  be  met  with  any  unfair  or  improper 
obstraction ;  and  that  those  threats  which 
had  been  held  out  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Limerick,  of  embarrassing  legislation  upon 
this  subject  bv  alt  the  means  which  the 
usages  of  Parliament  allowed,  would  not 
be  carried  into  effect.  In  oddreoung  him- 
self to  the  question  before  the  House,  he 
would,  as  closely  as  be  could,  confine  him- 
self to  the  prominent  and  leading  points 
of  the  various  objections  which  bad  been 
urged  on  the  other  side.  The  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  the  city  of  London,  at  a 
very  early  period  of  the  debate,  found  faidt 
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with  Us  right  bon.  Friend  (3irJ.  Gmham) 
fbr  luTing  omitted  in  hii  gpeech,  on  iotro- 
dooing  the  mea«are,  the  imporbuit  eon- 
sexion  of  the  remedy  with  the  evil— of  the 
dieesse  with  the  oure ;  and  dils  eomphiint 
h»d  einee  been  repeated  by  various  other 
hon.  Members,  but  hy  none  more  pointedly 
than  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Uember  for 
Drogheda  (Sir  W.  SomerviUe).  To  the 
noble  Lord,  he  (the  Attorney  General) 
should  hsTO  thought  it  would  be  sufficient 
lo  answer,  "  You  in  1833  brought  in  a 
messnre  of  ooereion  for  Ireland.  You  ad- 
mit that  was  a  measure  of  much  greater 
severity  than  this.  And  undoubtedly  it 
was  so ;  for  by  it  the  ordinary  tribunals  of 
the  eonntry  were  silenced,  and  the  disturbed 
distriets  were  delivered  over  to  martial  law, 
and  aU  offenders  were  to  bo  tried  by  oourts 
martial.  That  Act  having  been  renewed  at 
its  approaching  expiration  for  another  year 
— in  1835 — you  having,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, then  had  experience  of  the  effloecy 
of  the  measure,  introduced  another  Bill  in 
that  year,  not  n  strong  and  stringent  in 
its  prorisioaH  as  its  predecessor,  it  is  true; 
but  a  Bill  which  contained  that  very  pre- 
Tision  which  is  now  made  your  grand  point 
ef  objection — the  prorision  for  confining 
persons  within  their  own  houses  in  the 
proclaimed  districts  between  sunset  and 
RBorise.  You  must  have  considered  at 
that  time,  that  the  remedy  was  adapted  to 
tbe  evil ;  therefore  any  such  explanation  as 
that  you  demand  from  us  would  be  to  yon 
at  all  events  superfluous."  As  an  answer 
to  the  noble  Lord,  this  would  have  been 
eomplete.  Bat  to  the  same  objection  urged 
hy  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  W.  SomerviUe), 
who  had  on  all  occasions  of  addreSHing  the 
Honse  exhibited  great  mildness  and  for- 
bearance, he  admitted  the  answer  would 
not  he  Miplieahle.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
■aid,  "  You  confine  men  within  their  houses 
at  night,  bat  that  will  not  prevent  noon- 
day murders."  He  wished  he  knew  any 
l^islation  that  would  have  such  an  effect. 
But  every  man  who  was  careless  of  his 
own  life,  had  the  life  of  every  other  person 
in  hie  power  [  and  where  there  prevailed  a 
sympathy  for  the  criminal,  he  would,  in 
proportion,  be  daring  and  determined  in 
carrying  out  his  guilty  purpose ;  and  no  honr 
of  the  day  would  prevent  the  perpetration 
of  crime.  But  he  had  reason  to  believe— 
aa  had  been  suggested  by  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Newcastle-under-Lyme — 
that  many  of  these  crimes  were  planned 
■D(f  proposed  at  the  noclurnaV  mne^xa^ 
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whieh  appeared  innoeent  in  tiiemsdvea, 
occasion  and  opportunity  was  given  fbr 
parties  to  combine  together  for  the  com- 
misNon  of  outrages  soeh  m  had  bees  de- 
scribed. But  aa  to  the  further  BOggestion 
of  his  hon.  Friend,  that  this  Bill  wooM 
not  aoeompliBh  all  that  was  necessary  fbr 
pntting  down  crime — thai  the  remedy  was 
not  sufficiently  efficaoioiu,  because  it  was 
not  sufficiently  stringent  and  powerful,  he 
would  just  inquire  for  a  moment  what  was 
the  nature  of  the  meaaure  which  fail 
hon.  Friend  proposed  to  snbstitmo.  Fw 
though  he  had  said,  and  eorreetly,  that  he 
was  not  bound  to  explain  hie  pwi  lo  the 
Government,  he  had  given  a  aUght  onttine 
of  the  course  he  would  receBamend  Aea 
to  adopt.  If  he  understood  Ua  hen. 
Friend  right,  he  would  at  once  snpprew 
those  dangerous  eombinatJons  whIeh  wtn 
the  great  eril  to  be  guarded  against,  I^ 
soiling  and  imprisoning  those  iriio  were 
the  prime  movers  in  these  distnrbanece. 
But  his  hon.  Friend  bhnself  had  gives 
many  instances  of  murders  sod  outrages 
perpetrated  at  noon-day,  and  in  the  preacoee 
of  twenty  or  thirty  persons,  and  had  tdd 
the  House  that  snch  wm  the  system  t4 
terror  prevailing,  that  no  person  conld  be 
induced  to  come  forward  and  give  evidene* 
against  the  murderer.  How  then  would  his 
hon.  Friend  aocomplish  his  object  f  His 
hon.  Friend  then  said  that  this  measure 
would  drive  people  from  combining  hy  night 
to  comhiningbyday,  and  that  its  effect  wontd 
be  merely  to  transplant  the  evil,  not  sup- 
press it.  He  differed  entirely  iVom  his  hon. 
Friend  in  this  respect.  It  was  one  part  of 
this  measure  that  the  police  foree  should 
be  increased  in  the  proelumed  districts; 
and  although  that  force  might  be  power- 
less in  preventing  meetings  at  night,  and 
therefore  it  was  necessarytoprorideagunst 
these  combinatioDB  hy  some  othermeans,  it 
was  to  be  hoped  that,  during  the  day,  such 
increased  police  force  would  have  tixa  effect 
of  stopping  the  soDTce  of  those  outrages 
which  all  admitted  to  exist.  The  noble 
Lord  (Lord  J.  Rnsaell)  objected  to  what  he 
called  the  indiscriminate  character  of  the 
measure — that  is,  its  oonfonnding  the 
innocent  with  the  guilty.  Upon  this  point 
he  would  refer  the  noble  Lord  to  Us  own 
Bill,  SB  a  precedent  for  the  coarse  the  Go- 
vernment were  now  taking.  The  noble 
Lord  had  not,  however,  confined  himself 
to  this  general  objection,  but  had  been  kind 
enough  to  refer  them  to  a  pattern  of  the 
\e^«Wi«nVL«'«euld  Huggestr— «nd  this  was 
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the  raiga  of  George  I.  The  nohle  Lord 
oonndered  it  better,  iaiteiul  of  odoptiog  the 
Coercion  Bill  proposed  bj  the  OoTemment, 
to  t>ke  some  Hnob  means  of  distinguishing 
offenders  ^m  innocent  persons  as  were 
adopted  in  that  Act.  Now,  in  thefiretplaoe. 
there  wM  only  a  small  and  limited  number 
of  the  oR'enceg  which  were  made  penal 
bT  reaeon  of  that  partionlar  character  being 
giTen  to  thetn,  to  which  the  nohle  Lord 
had  adverted;  the  greater  number  were  in- 
dependent of  ttnj  Rnoh  diignise  or  other 
peculiar  circamitaQcea  at  hj  that  Act  was 
neoessaij  to  stamp  the  character  of  the 
offence  or  the  offender.  And  the  noble 
Lord  ahould  coniiider  also,  that  that  was  a 
meaanre  of  punishment  and  not  of  preven- 
tion. When  persons  went  about  disguised 
t«  commit  an  offenoe,  that  circurastanoe 
made  the  offence  more  atrocious;  but  in  a 
meaaure  of  prevention,  to  saj  that  no  roan 
should  be  arrested  unless  there  was  some- 
thing about  him  to  show  that  he  waa  intend- 
ing to  commit  a  crime,  would  be  to  make  tha 
Act  powerless  and  nugatory.  To4>e  a  mea- 
sure of  prevention  at  all,  it  must  be  indisori- 
minate,  otherwise  it  would  give  to  those  who 
ware  really  offenders  the  means  of  eluding 
ita  provisions.  There  appeared  to  be  a  ge- 
neral feeUng  that  the  statement  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend  was  not  exaggerated.  That 
statement  had  been  confirmed  and  corrobo- 
rated hy  every  document  which  had  been 
laid  on  the  Table.  In  reading  those  details, 
nothing  etmoh  one  more  forcibly  than  the 
frightful  state  of  em>miity  in  which  parti- 
cular districts  in  Ireland  were  at  this  mo- 
ment placed.  Persons  in  the  discharge  of 
tiiair  lawful  publio  duties,  in  the  quiet  pur- 
auit  of  their  private  intereste,  or  in  the  en- 
joyment of  domestic  repose  and  tranquillity, 
and  not  aware  of  having  committed  any  of- 
fence against  any  one,  found  themselves 
exposed  to  the  sentence  of  death,  which 
WM  only  made  known  to  them  by  its  speedy 
execution.  The  existence  of  this  frightful 
•tate  of  things  was  admitted.  The  Go- 
vernment came  to  the  House  and  asked  for 
tooreased  powers,  in  order  to  put  it  down; 
and  the  reply  was,  "  Tou  ask  for  that 
which  Is  unconstitutional."  But  unoonsti- 
tutioaal  in  what  sense  1  Was  it  unconsti- 
tutional for  the  Legislature  to  strengthen 
tha  arm  of  the  Executive  under  such  cir 
cumitancea,  to  enable  them  to  meet  thi 
evil  ?  Waa  it  unconstitutional  for  it  to  en 
deavour  to  extend  to  those  disturbed  dis- 
tricta  those  blessings  which  could  only 
b«  enjoyed  under  a  state  of  tranquillity 
ud  safety  r    He  admitted  that  t^  KU 
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would  fanpese  some  restraint  upon  liberty] 
hut  did  not  all  laws,  more  or  less,  restrain 
the  natural  liberty  of  man  ?  Was  it  any 
answer  to  the  appeal  of  the  Executive  to 
ParUament  for  increased  powers  to  say, 
"  Tou  seek  to  impose  a  restraint  upon 
liberty,"  as  if  liberty,  in  the  proper  sense 
of  the  word,  could  exist  in  those  dia- 
tricta  to  which  alone  this  meaaure  would 
apply!  Por  what  was  liberty,  after  all! 
There  was  no  fVeedom  of  action  in  the  dis- 
turbed districts  of  Ireland.  No  man  eould 
act  upon  his  own  view,  either  of  his  puhlie 
duty  or  his  private  interest.  In  the  eountiea 
where  these  outrages  prevailed,  nothing 
that  eould  be  properly  termed  liberty  now 
existed,  and  under  the  system  of  terror 
which  prevailed,  all  freedom  of  action  waa 
withdrawn.  But  then  it  was  said,  the  mea< 
would  confound  the  innocent  with  th« 
guilty.  This  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  con- 
fusion of  ideas.  He  could  understand  when 
an  offence  bad  been  committed  hy  a  f^ 
persons,  and  for  the  purpose  of  punish- 
ing them  the  country  was  laid  under  an 
interdict — he  could  understand  that  in  such 
case  the  innocent  might  be  involved  with 
the  guilty.  But  this  measure  was  preven- 
tive and  precautionaiy — not  for  punish- 
ment. It  was  to  keep  men  innocent,  or 
at  all  events  to  prevent  their  guilty  inten- 
tions breaking  out  into  guilty  acts.  And 
though  it  might  occasion  some  inconveni- 
ence in  the  iSstricts  proclaimed,  he  eould 
not  believe  that  the  orderly  and  well-dis- 
posed would  object  to  a  measure  calculated 
to  ensure  tranquillity  and  protect  their  pro- 
perty, and  their  existence.  There  was  an- 
other objeotlon  to  the  provisions  of  this  Bill, 
which  die  hon.  and  learned  Uember  for 
Cork  urged  in  his  very  temperate  speech. 
That  objection  was,  the  giving  power  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  tax  at  his  plea- 
sure the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  dis- 
turbed district,  and  so  to  make  persona 
who  ware  orderly  and  well-disposed,  pay  for 
the  acts  of  those  of  a  different  character. 
Now,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had 
himself  admitted  that  he  was  aware  that 
was  a  principle  which  had  pervaded  our 
law  from  the  earliest  period.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  sud,  he  admitted 
that  during  the  earliest  times  persons  of 
small  districts  were  rendered  answerable 
for  the  good  behaviour  of  all  within  that 
district.  He  would  not  confine  the  ob- 
aervatiou  to  that  remote  period,  but  would 
canr  the  House  through  later  periods 
of  legislation,  and  would  show  that,  so 
Ux  faun  tia*  y^o^^kAaho.  Vyso,^  ^  -ro^ 
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Ution  of  principle  at  &11,  it  voa  ia 
strict  accordance  with  (irinciplea  which 
had  prevailed,  and  had  been  acted  upon 
from  the  earliest  period  of  English  le- 
gislation down  to  the  present  time.  In 
the  reigns  of  Edward  I.  and  Edward 
III.,  the  inhabitants  of  the  hundred  were 
made  answerable  for  everj  robbery  com- 
mitted in  their  district ;  and  they  were 
bound  either  to  produce  the  malefactor 
himself  or  pay  the  ralue  of  the  stolen 
ffoods  to  the  person  who  had  been  robbed. 
This  Act  was  continued  through  the  reign 
of  Ehiabeth  in  the  Statute  of  Hue  and 
Cry,  by  which  if  an  o^endcr  escaped  it 
was  provided,  that  if  the  inhabitants  of  a 
neighbouring  hundred  did  not  commence 
a  fresh  pursuit,  they  were  to  be  liable  to 
pay  the  moiety  of  the  value  of  the  property 
stolen.  Agun,  in  the  very  Act  referred  to 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the 
aity  of  London,  as  one  which  might  be 
taken  as  a  pattern  for  legislation  upon  this 
subject — in  the  Black  Act  which  was  in- 
troduced in  consequence  of  the  prevalence 
of  particular  offeuces,  there  was  a  similar 
provision  for  indemnifying  sufferers  from 
offences,  by  laying  the  burden  of  indemni- 
fication upon  the  hundred.  In  1827  and 
1828  the  same  principle  also  prevailed; 
and  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  these 
laws  hod  remained  upon  the  Statute-book 
a  mere  dead  letlor.  for,  very  recently  in- 
deed, it  might  be  in  the  recollectioa  of  the 
House,  that  a  noble  Duke  had  recovered 
from  the  hundred  a  large  sum  for  the 
destruction  of  Nottingham  Castle;  and, 
even  in  the  course  of  last  year,  when  a  per- 
son who  had  been  acquitted  of  a  serious 
charge  against  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  the  neighbourhood  where  he  resided, 
whose  exasperation  burst  out  into  outrage 
against  his  property,  he  was  enabled  to 
recover  fidl  satisfaction  and  indemnifica- 
tion from  the  hundred  for  the  loss  that  he 
had  sustained.  He  thought  it  important 
that  he  should,  in  replying  to  the  objection 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Uember,  show  to 
the  House  that  the  Government  were  not 

froposiag  any  new  principle  applicable  to 
reland  only,  but  that  it  was  a  principle 
which  had  been  adopted  and  carried  out  in 
England  from  the  earliest  period.  Surely 
there  was  no  material  difference  between 
a  tax  for  prevention,  and  a  penalty  for 
neglect,  except  that  the  former  vras 
rather  the  milder  of  the  two.  Now.  it 
had  been  objected  by  some  hon.  Members 
opposite  that  this  measure  operated  as  a 
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his  right  hon.  Friend,  in  introdocing  llw 
Bill,  took  very  great  care  to  diatingoish 
between  the  disturbed  and  the  peaceable 
parts  of  Ireland;  and  he  directed  attentioa 
only  to  tea  counties,  but  more  partics- 
larly  to  five  of  those  ten.  He  also  guarded 
himself  as  much  as  he  poasiblj  eoold 
against  its  being  supposed  that  he  wss 
casting  any  imputation  upon  the  geoenl 
character  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  Thej 
all  knew,  however,  how  often  an  nsi^ 
mode  oi  reasoning  waa  adopted,  and  bow 
prone  they  alt  were  &om  particular  t« 
jump  to  general  conclnjMona.  He  wonU 
ask  non.  Members  connected  with  Ireland 
whether,  if  those  outrages  which  hod  been 
described  were  permitted  to  continue,  there 
would  not  be  some  apprehension  of  that 
mode  of  reasoning  being  adopted,  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  casting  that  stigma 
upon  their  country  which  thej  so  much 
deprecated  at  present  i  He,  therefore,  en- 
treated thera  to  join  with  the  Gorertnneot 
in  supporting  the  measure  which  he  firmly 
believed  would  have  the  effect  of  repntt- 
ing  those  outrages.  He  called  upon  than 
to  assist  the  Government  in  removing  this 
foul  blot  from  the  fair  face  of  their  cam- 
try.  But  the  main  objection  which  re- 
mained to  he  noticed  was  one  made  by 
most  hon.  Members  who  hod  addressed 
the  House  against  the  Bill ;  they  objected 
to  the  introduction  of  this  measure  of  co- 
ercion alone,  and  urged  that  it  ou|^t  to  ha 
accompanied  with  remedial  measures.  He 
begged  to  remind  those  hon.  Hembers 
that  remedial  measures  had  been  intro- 
duced by  the  Government;  and  althongfa 
those  measures  had  not  had  all  Ou 
beneficial  effects  which  might  have  beea 
anticipated,  nor  hod  been  followed  by 
all  the  gratitude  that  might  have  been 
expected,  they  were  still  an  earnest  of  the 
good  feelings  of  the  Government  towards 
Ireland.  It  was,  however,  clear  that, 
with  regard  to  any  remedial  measores 
which  might  be  proposed,  their  operatioii 
and  effect  must  be  slow  and  gradual;  bat 
could  any  blessing  be  enjoyed  whilst  life 
was  insecure  !  Here  woe  an  evil  urgent 
and  imminent;  and  if  the  Government 
were  to  introduce  any  of  the  measorea 
which  had  been  contemplated,  how,  he 
would  ask,  coold  they  be  enjoyed  by  tboae 
who  were  daily  eating  their  meala  in  fear, 
with  the  blade  of  death  hanging  over 
their  heads  by  a  single  thread  ?  The 
Government  had,  with  extreme  reluctance; 
introduced  this  measure  for  the  supprea- 
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on  all  hands  to  exist  to  an  aUnuing  ex- 
tent; for  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
sit  with  their  anna  folded,  and  allow  the 
present  stato  of  thioga  to  exist,  with- 
out endeavoiiiing  to  interpose  a  check. 
The  House  must  recollect  there  was  a 
most  Bcrioua  responsibility  upon  the  Go- 
Tcmment,  and  viey  found  it  was  abso> 
lutclj  necessary  to  introduce  such  b.  mea- 
sure as  the  present,  because  tbey  were  not 
of  the  same  opinion  as  many  hon.  Mem- 
hers  who  had  Brfldreased  the  House,  that  all 
former   Coercion   Bills    which    had    been 

Jassed  were  inefficacious.  They  could 
ardly  believe  tbatany  GoTcmment,  or  that 
successive  Governments,  would  feet  a  plea- 
sure in  introducing  such  measures  of  seve- 
rity, unless  they  had  proved  to  have  been 
attended  with  a  beneficial  effect.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork  had 
himself  admitted  that  Bills  of  tbia  descrip- 
tion had  produced  a  temporary  lull ;  what 
wua  that  but  admitting  that  for  a  time 
they  bad  been  efficacious  in  suppressing 
ODtrages  ?  The  conclusion  then  naturally 
was  this  (although  it  was  one  which  ho 
should  be  reluctant  to  draw),  that  it  was 
necessary  in  order  to  the  permanent  sup- 
pression of  crime,  that  the  Coercion  Bill 
should  be  mado  permanent.  The  measure 
had  been  proposed  after  the  moat  careful 
deliberation,  with  every  good  and  kind 
feeling  towards  Ireland.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  anticipate  what  might  be  the  suc- 
cess of  any  measure;  but  he  must  again 
say  it  had  been  proposed  with  the  feehnga 
he  had  described,  under  the  sense  of  a  se- 
rious and  deep  responsibility  of  the  duty 
which,  as  a  Government,  tbey  were  called 
upon  to  perform;  and  he  trusted  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  producing  that  tranquil- 
lity in  Ireland  without  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  expect  prosperity;  and  that  it 
would  prepare  the  soil  for  those  seeds  of 
happiness  which  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  scatter  over  the  land  with  a 
liberal  spirit,  and  which  he  hoped  would 
grow  to  vigour  and  maturity. 

Mh.  GRATTAN  would  state  to  the 
House  that  he  and  those  who  acted  with 
him  were  as  anxious  to  put  down  those 
outrages  and  to  suppress  that  spirit  of 
insubordination  which  prevailed  in  certain 
parts  of  Ireland,  as  were  the  hon.  Members 
who  had  addressed  the  Ilouse  on  the  Min- 
isterial side.  No  country  should  ho  allowed 
to  get  on  which  tolerated  sucli  crime;  and 
if  it  were  permitted  to  continue  it  would 
drive  eveiT  landlord  out  of  Ireland.  The 
hon.  and  learoed  GentlcmaD  the  Attorney 
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General  had  inquired,  were  thej  to  fold 
their  arms  and  remain  passive,  while  such 
a  state  of  things  continued?  But  he  com- 
plained that  the  Government  had  remained 
too  long  with  "folded  arms,"  as  for  six 
months  thoy  were  in  possession  of  the 
facta  connected  with  three-fourths  of  all 
the  outrages  that  had  now  been  advanced  as 
the  reason  why  that  measure  was  required, 
without  saying  one  word  against  fhem. 
On  the  9(h  of  August  last,  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  statement  before  them  of  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  outrages  that  had  now 
been  men^oned  to  the  House,  and  they 
remained  with  folded  arms  ;  and  not  sa- 
tisfied with  that,  they  had  actually,  in  a 
Speech  from  the  Throne  at  that  time,  told 
the  hon.  Uembera  of  that  House  that,  on 
returning  to  their  several  counties,  they 
would  find  nothing  but  loyalty  and  content- 
ment. He  would  read  for  them  the  exact 
words  ;  they  were  as  follows : — 

"  I  feel  ssaured  that  yon  will  promote  and  non- 
firm,  b;  jonr  influence  and  example,  that  sfHrit 
of  loyalty  aod  ooatcntment  wliich  jou  will  find 
generally  preialent  througbont  the  cooDtry." 
The  Government  had  thua  deceived  the 
Members  of  that  House.  With  the  know- 
ledge of  three-fourths  of  all  these  outrages, 
they  remained  passive  ;  but  when  tbey  got 
the  additional  fourth,  their  energies  rose 
to  blood  heat.  He  could  tell  the  House 
how  it  was  that  these  disturbances  had  in- 
creased: it  was  because  they  had  not  com- 
pelled the  landlords  of  Ireland  to  do  their 
duty.  He  knew  three  counties  in  Ireland 
better  than  the  others,  and  he  would  tell 
them  something  of  them.  He  would  men- 
tion a  circumstance  connected  with  Long- 
ford: a  number  of  armed  men  from  an  ad- 
joining county  entered  Longford,  and  at- 
tacked several  houses  at  night  in  search 
of  arms :  did  the  landlords  remain  passive  ? 
No ;  a  few  of  them  got  together,  put  them- 
selves at  the  head  of  some  of  their  ten- 
antry, and  drOTO  those  diaturbera  of  the 
public  peace  out  of  the  country  back  into 
Leitrim,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present 
they  had  not  been  troubled  with  another 
act  of  disturbance ;  that,  he  said,  was  the 
proper  manner  for  landlords  to  suppress 
outrages.  But  there  waa  another  reason 
why  they  had  no  disturbances  in  Long- 
ford, and  that  was  because  they  had 
no  ejectments  of  tenantry  there.  He 
wished  to  make  an  observation  or  two  in 
reference  to  a  matter  iu  which  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  S. 
O'Brien)  was  concerned,  and  ho  regretted 
that  he  did  not  see  the  hon.  Mcoiherg;  the 
2  If  jIc 
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frce-triida    advocates  ia    their  pIoceB,  as 

ho  considered  that  they  hod  treated  the 
Irish  Members  badly.  The  U embers 
for  Ireland  had  been  charged  with  inter- 
fering with  the  Com  Bill;  in  fact,  they  had 
been  charged  with  interfering  to  prevent 
its  further  progreas — a  charge  which  he 
totally  denied.  Hia  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Smith  O'Brien)  had  been  charged  with 
entering  into  a  compact  with  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn,  becanae  he 
made  a  proposition  that  hod  been  origi- 
nally started  at  a  meeting  held  in  Dublin, 
in  October  last,  when  the  Duke  of  Lein- 
ster  occupied  the  chur.  At  that  meeUng 
a  memorial  had  been  adopted,  which  was 
presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  which 
three  things  were  asked  from  the  Govern- 
ment. First,  that  they  would  permit  the 
temporary  importation  of  foreign  com  ; 
second,  that  they  would  not  permit  the 
exportation  of  Irish  grain  ;  and  third,  that 
they  would  put  a  stop  tc  all  distiUation  for 
the  time  being.  In  the  same  month  (Oc- 
tober) a  Cabinet  Council  was  held,  and 
then  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of 
the  Qovemment  stated,  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  undertake  the  responsibility  of 
opening  the  ports.  On  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber another  Cabinet  Council  was  held, 
when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  stated  that 
his  position  was  changed;  but  he  did  not 
state  that  his  mind  or  sentiments  were 
changed  on  the  subject  of  the  Com  Laws ; 
therefore,  he  (Mr.  Qrattan)  wished  to  say 
that  he  considered,  under  the  cirvum- 
stances  he  had  mentioned,  it  was  moat 
unfair  to  bring  such  a  charge  against  Irish 
Members,  on  account  of  his  hon.  Friend 
having  made  a  proposition  of  the  nature 
he  had  stated.  He  begged  to  say  that 
the  BiU  was  not  brought  in  by  Irish  Mem- 
bers; but  they  found  it  there,  and  deemed 
it  their  duty,  and  still  deemed  it  their  duty, 
to  offer  opposition  to  its  fm-ther  progress. 
He  was  quite  willing  to  render  every  as- 
sistance in  his  power  to  put  on  end  to  the 
disturbances  in  Ireland  without  resorting 
to  the  strong  measures  contained  in  that 
Bill — he  considered  that  its  provisions 
would  prove  wholly  inoperative.  The 
House  should  know  that  an  Irish  sheriff  was 
a  fine  gentleman,  who  sat  at  home  at  his 
fireside,  and  did  not  do  any  thing  in  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  the  office — the 
acting  sheri^  was  generaUy  an  attorney, 
with  a  quill  behind  bis  ear,  an  ejectment 
in  one  pocket,  and  a  bill  of  costs  in  an- 
other; and  that  was  the  sort  of  ^wiiv  th«Y 


magietratos  of  Ireland,  although  they  wer« 
BO  numerous,  were  nearly  useless ;  for  if  . 

'  they  only  exerted  themselves  as  they  onght 
in  uieir  respective  districts,  they  could  pot 
an  end  to  the  disturbances.  Would  the 
House  believe  that  in  one  county  alooa 
there  were  no  less  than  174  magistrates, 
and  thirty-two  deputy-lientenacta  ?  And 
ought  not  these  persons  to  be  willing  to 
travel  about  from  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing until  six  at  night,  to  save  their  own 

!  characters  and  preserve  the  public  peace ! 
The  First  Minister  of  the  Crown  hod  gone 
back  to  the  state  of  Ireland  in  1837  ;  but 
what  was  then  the  condition  of  Ireliud ! 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  written  by 
Lord  Donoughmore  to  the  late  Mr.  Orat- 
tan — and  here  he  would  deny  the  ossertjon 
made  by  Lord  Monteagle,  that  the  Insur- 
rection Act  and  the  Anns  Act  of  1807, 
were  more  stringent  than  the  present  Bill 
Lord  Donoughmore  said,  that  to  possess 
themselves  of  arms  was  the  first  object  of 
the  disturbers  of  the  peace.  To  prevent 
the  intrusion  of  labourers  ^om  distant 
places,  and  to  prevent  the  letting  of  land 

I  to  any  but  the  old  tenants,  were  the  wfade 
objects  of  the  confederacy.  In  the  pro- 
seoutiou  of  their  system  of  terror,  great 
violence  was  offered  to  persons  and  pro- 

Krty.  Men  were  mangled  (said  the  no- 
1  Lord),  but  the  offenders  escaped,  ex- 
cept in  those  instances  where  spies  earned 
a  miserable  subsistence  by  bringing  of- 
fenders to  justice.  This  description  was 
true  of  the  present  period;  for  spies  and 
informers  were  misleading  the  Government 
now.  Lord  Donoughmore  went  on  to  say, 
that  "  he  had  acted  in  every  capacity  but 
that  of  hangman."  That  noble  Lord  was 
not  above  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  He 
did  not  ask  for  the  Arms  Bill,  but  sat  in 
ditches  at  night  to  apprehend  offenders. 
But  he  was  uninjured  by  the  peasantry, 
for  he  was  a  kind  landlord;  and  such  tuen 
were  in  no  danger  in  Ireland.  Colonel 
Chabot  and  his  lady  lived  at  Tbomostown 
in  a  house  without  a  shutter,  without  the 
least  apprehension;  but  he  did  not  let  his 
land  at  81.  8(.  per  acre,  and  give  his  la- 
bourers 9(1.  or  lOd.  per  day.  The  Go- 
vernment Bill  calling  them  OBAassins  and 
murderers  was  a  falsdiood.  The  Irish 
were  not  a  nation  of  murderers  and  assas- 
sins. There  were  only  five  counties  dis- 
turbed; these  contained  a  great  number  of 
baronies,  hut  only  a  small  portion  of  them 
was  disturbed.  There  were  only  S  coua- 
and  only  15  baronies  oat  of 
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sibly  be  alleged  to  bo  neccBBary.  Send 
out  horses,  scour  the  country,  hao)^  tliose 
that  talked  of  fear.  The  present  Bill  would 
make  the  people  of  Ireland  all  women,  and 
would  indeed  change  the  national  charac- 
ter. Bid  the  reports  of  Committees  and 
ComtniHsiouers  recommend  the  present 
Bill  ?  No ;  not  one  witness  examined 
before  Lord  Devon's  Commission  recom- 
mended such  a  Bill.  Serjeant  Howley, 
at  the  quarter- sessions  of  the  town  of  Tip- 
perary,  on  the  21at  of  April  last,  said — 

"  I  do  MieTe  that  a  large  amount  of  the  pre- 
■ent  riolenoe  and  outrage  is  tnoeabls  to  the  low 
oondition  of  ths  people.  Their  emplojineat  ii 
procarioua  and  uncertain  :  their  food  is  the  lawett 
in  the  icale  of  nutriment ;  the;  are  ilt-clothed  ; 
their  houUB  are  uarcelj  worth;  of  the  name,  and, 
such  being  the  oondition  of  ^  people,  how  eon 
;ou  expect  them  to  be  onierl;  and  tranquil  f  The 
lowen  anlmali  are  rsMleii  and  unquiet  when  nif- 
lering  under  ph;>ical  privatioD,  and  man  !■  not 
exempt  from  thii  law.  No  oiTilitBtion  will  bold 
him  in  reitraint  under  auoh  clrouinstanoea." 
He  (Mr.  Orattaa)  wished  Mr.  Serjeant 
Howley  waa  Prime  Minister  of  State,  and 
as  there  would  soon  he  a  Tacancj,  and  the 
right  hon.  Baronet's  recommendation  hod 
been  asked  for,  he  hoped  he  would  recom- 
mend Serjeant  Howley  as  a  fit  successor. 
The  evidence  of  the  witnesses  examined 
before  Lord  Devon's  Commission  all  vrent 
to  prove  that  the  present  Bill  would  pro- 
duce no  better  results  than  at  present  ex- 
isted— that  if  the  peasantry  were  em- 
ployed, they  would  not  be  disturbers,  but 
tranquil  and  content.  The  public  money 
voted  by  the  Government  was  being  very 
tardily  mode  available  for  the  relief  of  the 
present  distress ;  and  in  the  meanwhile 
numbers  of  evictions  were  talcing  place, 
and  the  people  were  wandering  about  with- 
out homos  to  go  to.  Government  was 
making  the  lives  of  the  resident  gentry  in- 
tolerable. It  bad  removod  the  pride  of 
their  Parliament,  had  driven  away  the  re- 
sident landlords  and  their  manufactures, 
and  had  in  short  eviscerated,  gutted,  and 
dismembered  the  country.  So  far  from 
there  having  been  an  increase  of  crime  in 
Ireland,  there  had  been  within  the  last  six 
or  seven  years  a  decrease  of  10,000  in  the 
number  of  crimes  committed  in  that  coun- 
try. The  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J. 
Qraham)  had  painted  the  state  of  the 
country  in  colours  so  gloomy  and  horrible, 
that  he  must  be  called  the  Salvator  Rosa 
of  the  Treasury  bench,  except  that  his 
pictures  had  all  the  horror  of  that  great 
painter  without  any  of  his  grandeur.  Let 
Dot  the  sword  hang  over  his  peaceable 
county  and  hts  peaceable  tenantry  because 


his  neighbour  might  happen  to  bo  an  ab- 
sentee landlord,  who  would  not  do  his  duty. 
He  could  not  help  remarking,  that  the  miii- 
cellaneous  offences  were  put  down  in  a  6ne 
lump ;  but  even  these  had  decreased  ^m 
6,199  in  1844  to  4,769  in  1845.  He  en- 
treated hon.  Members  not  to  vote  against 
their  own  Papers,  and  to  hold  the  sword 
over  his  innocent  country,  because  some 
noble  Lord,  who  did  not  manage  his  pro- 
perty as  he  ought,  requested  them  to  do 
so.  He  should  be  unworthy  of  a  seat  in 
that  House  if  he  did  not  entreat  them  not 
to  act  on  the  misinformation  which  had 
been  palmed  off  upon  them.  Let  them 
only  look  at  the  number  of  bills  ignored 
in  Ireland  of  late  years.  In  one  year  thera 
were  no  less  than  3,538  bills  ignored  bj 
grand  juries,  and  2,098,  in  which  thera 
was  no  prosecution.  Could  that  have  hap- 
pened in  England?  ["Hear,  hear!'] 
Why,  taking  the  ignored  bills  and  the  no 
proseentiona,  there  were,  in  1844,  no  leu 
than  5,638  persons,  and,  in  1845,  no  less 
than  4,569  persona,  unjustly  charged  and 
committed  in  Irelond !  And,  yet  with  such 
a  fact  as  this  before  them,  the  Qovemroont 
were  aaking  for  this  curfew  law  upon  the 
strength  of  returns  showing  the  number  of 
individuals  accused  by  the  police.  The  fact 
was  that  they  were  misled,  misinformed, 
and  misguided.  Party  feeling  and  per- 
sonal malice  were  mixed  up  with  the  move- 
ments of  the  authorities  in  every  barony  in 
Ireland.  They  gave  false  reports  to  the 
authorities  at  Dublin,  and  the  authori- 
ties in  Dublin  misguided  the  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  in  England.  Why,  what 
a  dreadful  state  of  things  vras  disclosed  by 
the  very  documents  on  which  they  sought 
to  pass  this  Bill  ?  Spies  and  informera 
had  been  alluded  to,  and  they  had  heard 
of  1,400  threatening  notices  having  been 
served  in  a  single  district.  How  many  of 
those  were  written  by  the  police?  Ue  had 
some  statements  before  him  disclosing  tha 
iniquity  of  the  system  which  the  police  pnt 
into  operation.  In  one  case  a  policeman's 
wife  had  obtained  a  reward  of  10(.  for  giving 
evidence  against  a  man  who  was  convicted 
of  sending  a  threatening  no^cc.  As  soon 
as  this  reward  waa  paid,  numerous  other 
threalening  notices  were  sent,  and  othec 
rewards  of  course  were  offered.  It  h^ 
pened  that  there  was  a  quarrel  among  the 
pohce  about  their  wives.  Only  a  certun 
number  of  the  dear  creatures  were  allowed 
at  one  time  in  the  barracks,  and  the  conse- 

Jaence  was  a  quarrel  as  to  who  should  hav^ 
10  right  of  entry.     An  inves^ation  es>-' 
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BUCit.  and  in  tlic  cnurxe  of  the  inTcstigation 
it  camtj  out  timt  t\\c  police  tlicmselrcs  had 
tent  the  throatoning  notices  !  And  yet  it 
was  because  notices  of  this  sort  had  been 
Bent,  that  they  were  asked  to  pass  this  Bill 
into  a  law  !  He  would  give  them  aaother 
caae.  In  the  county  Longford  a.  policeman 
nrrested  a  man  with  a  ribbon  document  in 
hia  pocket.  It  happened  that  at  the  time 
be  was  arrested  a  Mrs.  Gouldsberry  was 
present.  Mrs.  Gouldsberry  came  forward 
at  the  trial.  Luckily  she  was  of  the  right 
faith.  The  Protestant  jury  and  Protestant 
magistrates  believed  her.  And  what  did 
she  depose  t  Why  that  she  saw  the  police- 
man put  the  document  in  the  prisoner's 
packet!  The  prisoner  was  discharged,  but 
sot  until  after  a  tedious  imprisonment.  Yet 
these  were  the  sort  of  spies  with  which  the 
country  was  covered,  and  these  were  the 
wretches  whom  thi.i  Bill  waa  meant  to  foS' 
ter  and  increase.  He  held  the  documents 
relating  to  thene  cases  in  his  hands,  and 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  might  inspect  them 
if  he  pleased.  He  would  quote  four  or  five 
other  cases  of  a  similar  nature,  but  he 
would  not  weary  the  House.  By  and  by 
the  Irish  gentleman  would  be  obliged  to 
tap  the  tapestry  of  their  room  before  they 
Bat  down  to  dinner,  lest  there  should  be  a 
Bpy  or  informer  concealed  there.  In  his 
own  county  of  Meath,  a  man  was  taken  up 
for  the  murder  of  Tinney,  and  was  sent  to 
gaol ;  and  whilst  there  the  spy  and  in- 
former was  transported.  In  another  place, 
an  officer  of  the  Government,  Inspector 
Flint,  )iad  declared  that  a  police-constable 
was  eaid  to  be  going  through  England  as 
SD  excuse  for  bis  absence,  when  he  was 
swearing  in  Ribandmen.  In  Clare,  a  man 
was  arrested  for  having  a  cartridge  of 
gunpowder  in  his  house  ;  he  was  commit- 
ted. The  evidence  against  him  was  a  po- 
liceman and  a  soldier  of  the  25th  Regi- 
ment. The  policeman  swore  to  the  finding 
of  the  powder,  and  so  did  the  soldier  who 
accompanied  him ;  but  the  latter,  upon  his 
cross-examination,  admitted  that  he 
tbe  policeman  clandestiuely  throw  the 
tridge  of  powder  into  the  poor  man's  house 
through  the  window.  These  crimes,  then, 
appeared  to  be  more  numerous  than  they 
really  were.  A  session  had  just  been  held 
at  Kells,  at  which  there  were  eighty  cases, 
but  all  were  discharged  except  three,  who 
had  been  foundguiltj  of  stealing  potatoes  the 
week  before  the  last.  One  proce^ 
who  was  a  notorious  Orangeman, 
rested  and  committed  to  gno\  ^ot  \tt?i*;\gii.V 


murder  John  O'Keilly.  That  was  the  way 
in  which  these  crimes  were  brought  about; 
they  were  done  under  and  with  the  know- 
ledge of  the  police.  He  would  pass  over 
the  Adare  case  ;  but  let  them  not  forget 
the  case  of  policemen  Parker,  Ogle,  and 
Brophy,  in  Tyrone.  It  was  proved,  that 
entertaining  snne  enmity  against  a  poor 
woman,  these  three  fellows  hid  firearms  in 
her  haystack,  and  then  made  arrests  on 
the  charge ;  but  the  plot  was  discovered, 
And  the  fellows  were  dismissed.  He  wodd 
turn  to  another  case,  that  of  ■  poor  man 
named  Uacloughlin,  whom  a  fellow  named 
Brophy  attempted  to  ruin.  White's  evi- 
dence was — 

"  I  met  Brophy.  sad  bs  said. '  Con  yoa  get  op 
a  CKM  for  ms  againit  Hacloughlin  f  Oh  (lud 
Brophj),  if  }au  can  ^  >  Ribbon  docuineat  »  u 
to  eaDBOct  him  with  thn  RibboD  partf.  it  will  ba 
juft  u  good.  If  you  do  the  busiiMu  well,  I  htv* 
done  *o  moah  that  I  will  be  able  to  gM  ft  good 
peniion  forroa  irom  GavenuaeDt.' " 

This  document  was  written,  and  afler  the 
signature  what  (said  the  hon.  Uember) 
were  the  words  appended  to  it  *  "  By  the 
authority  of  the  Rev.  A.  S.;"  a  Roman  C»- 
tholic  clergyman  in  the  district,  whom  these 
vill^ns  wished  to  implicate.  The  docn- 
raent,  as  concerted,  was  put  into  the  pocket 
of  the  unsuspecting  Macloughlin  at  a  card 
party,  and  he  was  arrested  and  conmiitted 
on  the  charge.  The  late  Lord  Cloncurry 
related  a  case  in  a  letter  lately  published 
in  the  newspapers,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  upon  one  of  those  trumped-up  charges, 
an  honest  poor  man,  named  Kenny,  was 
committed  by  the  ma^strates.  The  case 
upon  which  he  was  committed  was  of  a 
flimsy  nature — bo  much  so,  that  when  laid 
before  Lord  Wellesley  (then  Lord  Lieute- 
nant), he  said  tlie  conmiittal  was  contrary 
to  law,  and  ordered  the  magistrates  to  re- 
consider their  decision;  but  the  reply  the 
magistrates  made  was — "  In  the>e  times 
we  must  all  agree,"  and  refused  to  alter 
their  decision;  but  Lord  and  Lady  Pon- 
sonby,  feeling  the  injustice  of  the  case, 
went  to  the  Castle,  and  obtained  by  favour 
that  which  was  denied  to  jus^ce,  the  poor 
man's  discharge.  If  they  were  to  endure 
such  a  law,  they  had  better  go  back  to  a 
primitive  state,  and  let  the  strongest  pre- 
vail. This  Bill  was  most  impolitic — it 
took  away  their  character,  and  deprived 
them  of  all  courage.  His  countrymen  re- 
volted at  the  idea  of  being  called  ossaBsiiiB; 
jet  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  placarded 
BA  such  througliont  the  country,  and 
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the  globe.  It  had  been  attempted  to  coax 
and  cajule  them  into  coiiseDting  to  this 
Bill:  oue  party  bod  called  upon  them  to 
Tot«  fur  it,  not  to  stop  the  Corn  Bill;  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Pontefract  had  de- 
scribed it  only  as  a.  measure  of  police.  That 
hon.  Member  belonged,  he  believed,  to  the 
New  England  party;  but  he  very  much  pre- 
ferred the  party  of  Old  Eag;tand,  and  the 
coiuUtutional  doctrines  of  Old  England,  to 
any  New  EugtaDd  coercion.  Reference 
had  been  made  to  the  Act  of  1764;  but 
Mr,  Young  had  declared  that  Act  to  be 
only  fit  for  ouch  a  State  aa  Barbary.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  other  night  gave 
wholesome  advice  to  Iriah  country  Oentle- 
men,  when  he  told  them  not  to  be  always 
running  to  the  Executive,  but  to  go  home 
and  mix  more  with  their  tenants.  He  ex- 
patiated on  the  inhumanity  of  turning  them 
adrift  upon  the  world  without  a  shelter  or 
a  refuge;  and  in  using  that  language  he 
was  only  discharging  a  debt,  and  paying  a 
deserved  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  de- 
parted friend;  for  he  only  recorded  in  lan- 
guage more  beautiful,  perhaps,  but  not 
more  expressive,  the  sentiment  that  "  pro- 
perty hod  its  duties  as  well  as  its  rights." 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  taken  the 
garland  from  the  brow  of  bis  departed 
friend;  and  he  hoped  he  might  wear  it  long. 
What  was  tho  condition  of  Ireland  with 
respect  to  absentees  ?  He  would  suppress 
the  names;  but  in  one  county  there  was 
30,0002.  taken  away  without  a  resident 
landlord;  in  another,  80,0001.;  in  another, 
25.00QI.:  in  another,  IS.OOOl.;  in  another, 
6,000f.,  belonging  to  a  noble  Duke;  and 
when  he  asked  the  agent  for  a  subscription, 
be  was  asked,  in  return,  ivhethcr  there 
were  any  Roman  Catholics  to  bo  relieved, 
because,  if  there  were,  he  would  not  sub- 
scribe. Why,  when  such  a  state  of  things 
prevailed,  bow  could  tenants  be  happy,  or 
landlords  secure  ?  The  hon.  Member  then 
touched  upon  the  State  Trials,  saying  they 
left  a  very  deep,  and  by  no  means  grateful 
feeling  in  the  minds  of  the  peasantry,  Fla~ 
cards  were  frequently  to  be  seen  in  the 
cottages  of  the  peasantry,  containing  these 
words,  "  Shaw,  who  stole  the  jury  hst  ?" 
but  whether  they  meant  that  as  a  fact,  or 
as  interrogatory,  he  could  not  say.  The 
history  of  their  country  showed  the  folly  of 
oppression.  They  tried  to  serve  America 
as  they  now  tried  to  coerce  Ireland,  and 
what  was  the  consequence  ?  Those  ar- 
mies which  were  sent  over  were  captured; 
150  millions  were  added  to  the  debt;  and 
then  those  armies  returned  to  England  to 
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read  lessons  to  mankind  of  the  folly  and 
the  insolence  of  Qreat  Britain.  It  was 
true  that  Ireland  had  formerly  obtained 
her  independence;  but  she  was  approached 
by  men  who  advanced  with  a  bribe  in  ons 
hand,  with  a  penal  code  in  the  other,  and 
with  the  cat  and  triangles  behind  their 
bock;  and  this  way  they  goaded  the  people 
into  rebellion.  They  now  had  a  Ministir 
who  doled  out  alms  to  them  with  one  hand, 
and  trith  the  other  attempted  to  impose 
upon  them  penalties,  under  the  guise  of 

Ctection,  It  was  true  this  country  had 
ome  a  great  and  powerful  country;  but 
it  was  by  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the 
very  men  whom  thoy  had  the  cruelty  and 
hardbeartednesB  to  brand  as  murderers  and 
assassins,  which,  from  his  soul,  he  denied, 
lie  trusted  they  would  leam  a  lesson  from 
heathen  practice.  When  a  Roman  general 
achieved  a  triumph,  it  was  the  custom  to 
place  beside  him,  in  the  chariot,  a  slave, 
to  remind  him  that  victory  and  glory  were 
mutable  things.  England  was  enjoying 
her  triumph;  but  Ireland  was  that  slave; 
she  wn.i  the  spectre  that  was  at  once  the 
founder  aud  the  victim  of  her  glories;  she 
was  now  at  the  bar  of  England,  and  awaited 
her  adjudication. 

Mr.  W,  R,  COLLETT  said,  unhappily 
he  knew  from  cTperience  that  the  infusion 
of  capital  did  not  always  prevent  riot  and 
disturbance  in  Ireland,     He  had  expended 
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money  in  slate  quarrying  in 
id  had  atforded  employment 
mbcr  of  persons  ;  but  many 
very  serious  nature  had  been 
committed  in  ^c  district.  In  one  cose, 
a  man  of  high  character,  who  hod  been 
steward  for  sixteen  years,  was  shot  at 
and  missed.  lie  might  mention  that  this 
individual  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  be 
did  so  to  show  that  these  outrages  had  no 
connexion  with  religion  or  polities.  Two 
or  three  days  afterwards  this  steward  was 
again  shot  at  and  wounded  in  the  side  and 
back :  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  six 
months;  his  assailant  was  captured,  tried 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  death.  While 
this  unfortunate  steward  was  sulfcring  from 
his  wounds,  bis  wife  was  met  at  the  door 
of  the  chapel  by  a  mau,  who  said  to  her, 
"  You  need  not  trouble  yourself  about  your 
husband's  recovery;  we  have  subscribed 
the  money  for  his  death,  and  he's  a  dead 
man."  He  believed  thot  this  Bill  would 
be  of  essential  service,  and  every  person  in 
the  neighbourhood  considered  that  this  wna 
just  the  kind  of  measure  required  to  inslire 
the  trantiuillity  of  the  country,     He  hod 
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receatly  received  a  letter  stating  tliat  in 
the  same  district  informationa  had  been 
awom  agiuDst  no  leas  than  thirty-fiye 
men  for  conapiraciea  to  murder.  lie  be- 
lieved that  one  great  meana  of  tranqail- 
lizing  Ireland  would  be  the  extermina- 
tion of  a  lawleas  band  of  asaaBsins  which 
existed  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
These  men  were  known  to  the  police ; 
and  if  they  were  exterminated,  the  pros- 
perity of  Ireland,  which  had  been  progrea- 
aively  increaaing  for  the  last  eight  years, 
would  be  greatly  promoted.  He  considored 
that  the  magistratee  or  the  police  ought  to 
have  efficient  power  to  exterminato  these 
marauding  bands  of  asaassins.  He  had 
been  told  that  for  one  bottle  of  whisky 
men  could  be  procured  in  Ireland  to  shoot 
him  at  any  time.  ["Oh!"l  He  could 
only  Bay  that  the  hon.  MemDer  who  dis- 
sented knew  the  raagistrato  who  had  given 
him  this  information.  Ho  did  not  believe 
that  the  provisiona  of  ithis  Bill,  which  re- 
quired the  inhabitants  of  disturbed  districts 
to  remain  within  their  bouses  after  sunset, 
would  be  any  hardship  upon  the  hoaeat 
ftnd  industrious  part  of  the  population. 
He  considered  that  permanent  tranquillity 
could  not  be  restored  in  Ireland  till  ah 
agitation  was  repressed.  He  wished  to 
■tat«  to  the  House,  that  although  during 
the  last  five  years  more  than  10,0001.  per 
annum  had  been  expended  in  wages  for  the 
improvement  of  tbeae  alate  quarries,  and  be 
had  done  all  In  his  power  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  and  promote  the  comfort  of  his 
tenants  and  workmen,  at  great  pecuniary 
loss,  the  moat  atrocious  crimes  were  still 
perpetrated  in  the  district ;  and  he  believed 
It  was  only  by  the  firm  and  energetic 
interference  of  Government  for  the  pro- 
tection of  life  and  property,  that  these 
outrages  could  be  prevented.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  abolitJon  of  the  system  of 
middleroon,  and  the  promotion  of  exten- 
live  railway  communication,  would  go  far 
to  tranquillize  Ireland.  He  had  watched 
most  narrowly  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  that  country,  and  he  must 
•ay  be  thought  the  policy  they  had  adopted 
had  been  most  statesmanlike.  He  consi- 
dered that  the  course  they  pursued  through- 
out the  State  Trials  entitled  them  to  the 
greatest  respect.  He  would  conclude  with 
a  quotation  which  he  might  apply  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government: — 

"  Though  dcpp.  yet  clear;  though  gentle,  jot 

"  Strong  without  rago ;      ■  " 
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lude  to  the  vacancies  in  the  Calnaet  who 
ladd— 


■"  without  ■ 


fiiU." 


Ma.  SHARMAN  CRAWFORD  feU 
desirous  briefly  to  state  the  reasons  which 
would  influence  him  in  voting  aa  he  should; 
and  he  would  follow  the  prnpodtioni  of  the 
Amendment  before  the  Houae,  irtiich  al- 
leged, first,  that  the  system  of  ontrage  in 
Ireland  would  he  aggravated,  not  t-emoved, 
by  this  Bill;  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  Parliament  to  adopt  meamre*  to 
eradicate  the  causes  of  these  crimes,  b- 
Btead  of  laws  like  this.  It  was  not  hit 
intention  to  deny  the  existence,  or  the  ex- 
tent, or  the  enormity  of  crime  in  smne 
Sarts  of  Ireland:  life  and  property  in  ihoae 
istricts  were  insecure;  hut  this  Bill  vooU 
not  repress  it.  Measures  for  the  im[Have- 
ment  of  the  condition  of  the  people  ahoold 
have  preceded  measures  of  puoi^mient,  or 
at  least  should  have  been  annonnced  by 
the  Government.  This  Bill  would  not  re- 
move starvation,  or  the  want  of  employ- 
ment and  wages— the  causes  of  muimnrs 
and  outrages.  As  for  the  notion  of  reading 
the  Bill  a  first  time  in  order  to  show  respect 
to  the  House  of  Lorda,  he  did  not  biov 
when  any  Bills  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  people  had  ctsne  from  the 
House  of  Lords.  No  doubt,  there  was  a 
complete  disorganization  of  the  social  con- 
dition of  the  people  in  many  poKs  of  Ire- 
land; they  had  no  confidence  in  the  higher 
orders  of  proprietors,  hut  were  completely 
estranged  from  them,  and  associated  toge- 
ther to  redress  their  own  grievanees.  But 
this  had  arisen  from  a  long  course  of  mis- 
government.  The  measures  passed  had 
been  for  the  benefit  of  the  upper  class,  not 
for  that  of  the  mass  of  the  peotde.  Such 
was  CathoUc  Emantnpation  itseu,  with  the 
disfranchisement  of  the  40«.  freeholders, 
and  a  host  of  minor  measores.  The  Irish 
Poor  Law,  again,  was  never  hkely  to  be 
satisfactory;  allowing  no  eitemal  relief, 
and  giving  to  the  people  in  that  poorer 
country  but  a  tenth  of  the  sum  raised  for 
the  same  purposes  for  England.  Then 
there  were  the  clearances,  placing  the 
people  at  the  mercy  of  the  landlords;  and 
when  men  found  they  were  left  to  starve 
and  die,  they  would  naturally  resort  to 
any  means  to  supply  their  wants  or  redress 
their  grievances.  There  was  a  conrersa- 
tioQ  with  a  peasant  near  Cashel,  who  had 
been  ejected  from  his  farm,  reported  by 
the    Poor    Law    Inqniry   Commissioners, 
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trouble  to  lefer  to  it,  to  what  i,  Bystem  of 
disorder  all  thu  had  gradually  led.  There 
was  a  time  ia  England  when  the  ooimtir 
was  in  the  same  aituation  u  that  in  which 
Ireland  now  was;  but  the  L^glature  in 
the  fifteenth  oentnry  compelled  the  land- 
lords to  subsist  the  popnlatioD  out  of  the 
land.     [The  hon.  Uember  here  read  the 

S!«amble  of  sereral  Acts  in  the  reign  of 
liiabelh,  showing  the  destitute  and  de- 
tnoraliaed  eondition  of  the  peasantry  of 
this  ooontiy.]  That  waa  the  condition  of 
Engknd.as  recited  in  the  Statutes  passed 
in  ue  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  led 
to  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law,  containing 
a  provision  that  the  people  should  be  em- 
ployed and  fed.  If  the  reoonunendations 
of  the  various  cgmmisaions  which  had  made 
reports  to  the  House  had  been  attended 
to,  there  would  hare  been  no  necessity  for 
such  a  law  as  that  now  under  discussion. 
He  did  not  blame  the  Goremment,  he 
Uamed  the  Legislature  more  than  the  Qo- 
Tenmient.  He  felt  that  the  representa- 
tives of  Ireland  had  not  given  duo  support 
and  assistance  to  the  Qovemment.  The 
Irish  Uembers  should,  if  the  Qovenunent 
did  not,  have  brought  forward  good  Bills, 
Ueasures  should  have  been  urgednpon  them 
by  the  voice  of  the  country;  and  the  Qo- 
vemment should  have  been  aided  in  the 
ration  of  measures  for  the  benefit  of 
With  respect  to  the  particular 
BUI  DOW  before  the  House,  its  leading  prin- 
ciple was  to  compel  the  people  to  remun 
in  their  houses  from  a  certain  hour.  He 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  the  mea- 
■ure  would  not  effect  its  object,  of  keeping 
people  at  home;  and  he  did  not  see  bow  it 
would  prevent  murders  from  being  cgnunit- 
ted.  There  were  laws  now  in  force  whioh 
were  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  if  put  in 
execution.  He  had  voted  against  the  for- 
mer Goeroion  Bill,  and  divided  the  House 
upon  it;  ho  might,  therefore,  vote  against 
this  Bill  without  being  charged  with  in- 
consistency. He  objected  to  a  law  which 
prevented  a  man  from  going  out  of  hie 
house.  It  was  worse  than  the  curfew  law 
of  England;  for  it  had  all  its  severity, 
with  additions  whioh  made  it  still  more 
barbarous.  He  should  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Corh. 

CAPTaur  FITZMAURICE  would  vote 
for  the  Bill,  but  with  reluctance.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Lincoln 
(Mr.  CoUeU)  that  a  Urge  portion  of  the 
population  in  Ireland  was  completely  under 
the  influence  of  "factions;"  and  he  be> 
liered  that,  if  the  mdividuals  directing 
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those  factions  conld  be  seized  and  impri- 
soned, a  vast  deal  of  good  would  be  done 
towards  securing  peace  and  good  order.  It 
was  altogether  impossible,  considering  the 
state  of  society  in  that  country,  that  land- 
lords could  reside  on  their  property,  or,  if 
they  did,  that  they  could  act  m  an  inde- 
pendent manner.  That  this  was  the  case  ha 
Knew  from  the  experience  of  his  brother. 
Lord  Orkney.  The  family  had  not  been 
unpopular;  they  had  given  no  cause  of 
offence;  they  had  done  much  to  improve 
the  condition  and  to  add  to  the  comforts  of 
the  people ;  and  his  grandfather,  it  was 
well  known  in  the  neighbourhood,  had 
embarked  a  very  large  capital  in  the  linen 
trade  of  Ireland,  and  bad  for  a  very  long 
time  demanded  no  rent  whatever  from  hie 
tenants.  When  Lord  Orkney  for  the  first 
time  visited  his  property  in  the  Queen's 
County,  he  resided  at  the  house  of  his 
agent;  while  there  the  agent  was  fired  at, 
and  afterwards  one  of  the  servants  was 
murdered.  Lord  Orkney  had  never  visited 
the  property  which  he  possessed  in  th« 
county  of  Tipperary,  without  having  been 
threatened.  He  had  done  a  very  great  sep. 
vice  and  shown  most  extraordinary  kindnesa 
to  one  of  his  tenants  on  that  property ; 
and  yet  that  very  man  had  complamed  of 
his  treatment,  and  had  said  that  he  would 
"  settle  account*"  with  his  landlord  on  the 
first  opportunity ;  and,  as  the  mode  of  set- 
tling accounts  m  Ireland  was  a  very  pecu- 
liar one,  it  could  not  be  wondered  at  that 
the  settling  day  was  put  off  by  the  landlord. 
Was  it  therefore,  he  would  ask,  possible 
that  a  landlord  would  voluntarily  live  in 
Ireland?  He  (Captain  Fitzmaurice)  was 
very  willing  to  admit  all  that  was  reported 
relative  to  the  natural  advantages  of  Ire* 
land.  He  had  visited  all  the  countries  of 
Europe,  and  he  could  confidently  say  that 
in  none  of  them  had  he  found  a  finer  or  a 
richer  soil  than  that  of  Ireland.  Irishmen 
were  fond  of  exhorting  their  countrymen  to 
be  "  great,  glorious,  and  free,"  and  he 
most  heartily  joined  in  that  exhortation; 
but  he  woidd,  first  of  all,  recommend  a 
freedom  from  crime,  and  that  they  should 
seek  to  be  glorious  by  their  industry,  in- 
stead of  wasting  their  resources  in  a  fac- 
tions opposition  to  a  Government  which 
wished  tiiem  well.  He  bad  beard  it  re- 
peatedly stated  that  the  English  Members 
were  careless  about  Ireland.  Now,  last 
year  many  of  the  EnElish  Members  pe- 
rilled their  seats  by  endeavouring  to  carry- 
out  measures  for  promoting  the  education 
of  Ireland ;  and  while  they  were  thus  pe- 
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rilling  tKcir  scats,  how  very  few  of  the 
Ucmbers  from  the  sister  kingdom  were  ' 
their  places  to  support  those  educatior 
measures !  Ho  trusted  they  would  not  hear 
again  of  the  English  lifcmbers  being  india- 
posed  to  benefit  Ireland.  A.i  an  individual, 
he  was  truly  anxious  to  do  all  that  lay  in 
his  power  to  promoto  the  good  of  that 
country. 

Mr.  E.  B.  ROCHE  said,  m  hod  been 
aihrnied  before  by  Irish  Members,  that 
was  too  true  that  crime  existed  in  Ireland 
to  too  great  an  extent,  and  that  he  deplored 
its  existence  equally  with  those  hon.  Hi 
bers  who  had  spoken  before  him.  But 
objeetion  was  that  this  Bill  would  not  meet 
these  crimes.  He  had  do  doubt  that  ^ 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  sat  d 
said  was  quite  true;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  noble  Lord,  Uis  brotlier,  had  the 
beat  possible  feeling  towards  Ireland 
the  human  race  in  general.  But  he 
an  absentee,  and  the  better  he  was  in 
ractcr.  the  greater  injustice  it  was  to 
land  that  he  was  absent.  In  the  eo 
of  this  discus.iion,  the  Irisli  Members  did 
not  confine  themselves  merely  to  the  impro- 
priety of  what  he  should  call  the  paltry  and 
miserable  Coercion  Bill,  but  they  broaght 
before  the  Uouse  every  grievance  under 
whicli  Ireland  laboured.  There  had  arisen 
in  the  House,  and  in  the  minds  of  the  public 
outof  the  House,  the  conviction  that  no  mat- 
ter how  they  may  differ  as  regarded  reme- 
dies, the  condition  of  Ireland  and  her  people 
was  a  blot  and  a  stain  on  the  British  cha- 
racter. In  his  intercourse  with  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  both  sides,  both  inside  and  outside 
of  that  House,  he  found  that  there  had 
been  one  universal  admission,  that,  in  point 
of  fact,  it  lay  in  the  people  of  England  and 
in  their  representatives  in  that  House  to  do 
something  to  relieve  the  misery  and  the 
destitution  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  He 
thought  that  that  was  a  good  result,  and 
that  it  was  one  which  it  was  well  worth 
their  while  to  spend  six  weeks  in  discover- 
ing. Everybody  admitted  that  the  state 
of  Ireland  wanted  a  remedy,  but  nobody 
proposed  any  particular  one.  The  national 
party  iu  Ireland  said  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  provide  their  own  remedy;  but  on 
the  English  Government  lay  the  responsi- 
bility, if  they  wore  disinclined,  to  carry 
these  remedies  into  effect.  He  must  say, 
■with  all  due  deference  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  that  ho  listened  to  his  speech  the 
other  night  with  a  great  feeling  of  despond- 
ency for  Ireland.  He  never  was  so  strongly 
impressed  with  the  notion  that  he  was  puz- 
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first  speceh  wab  made  ii 
vindication  of  the  introduction  of  the  Coer- 
cion Bill;  but  he  did  not  think  that  either 
the  right  lion.  Baronet,  or  auy  Member 
who  supported  him,  made  out  a.  case  for 
its  necessity.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  out,  however,  from  his  quotation  of 
figures,  a  strong  case  for  the  national  party 
in  Ireland.  It  was  his  object  to  prove  that, 
within  the  last  few  years,  crime  had  in- 
creased in  Ireland,  and  therefore  it  was 
his  interest  to  choose  a  year  which  was 
remarkable  for  paucity  of  crime  to  comparo 
with  the  year  1845.  But  what  year  did 
he  pick  out?  The  year  1843,  the  year 
which  was  called  the  Repeal  year,  the  year 
in  which  a  noble  Duke  In  another  platte 
said  that  Ireland  belonged  to  England  only 
by  inihtary  possession.  The  national  party 
had  the  people  with  them;  and  no  Qorem- 
mcnt  could  govern  a  country  safely  and 
well  unless  they  had  got  on  their  side,  and 
on  the  side  of  the  law,  the  majority  of  the 
people.  The  right  bon.  Baronet  opposite 
had  referred  to  the  eases  of  the  Hogana 
and  the  O'Hcas,  as  proofs  of  the  necessity 
for  passing  a  Coercion  Bill;  but  they  con- 
stituted no  grounds  for  it,  inasmuch  as  the 
police  who  guarded  the  Hogans  could  not 
prevent  the  murder  from  being  committed; 
and  there  were  now  lying  in  Limerick  gaol 
men  charged  with  the  brutal  and  diagusting 
attack  upon  the  O'lieaa,  who,  hut  for  a 
blunder  committed  by  the  sheriff  of  the 
county,  would  have  been  tried  for  the 
crime.  The  national  pai-ty  of  Ireland  were 
prepared  to  tell  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that 
he  never  should  pass  his  Coercion  Bill, 
unless  he  brought  forward,  at  the  same 
time  with  it,  some  measures  for  remedying 
tho  evils  which  prevailed  in  their  couutrv. 
The  question  of  who  was  to  govern  Ireland 
was  one  which  could  not  but  suggest  itself 
to  him  on  the  present  occasion,  lie  hoped 
the  people  of  England  would  settle  that 
question  out  of  doors,  as  they  bad  done  an- 
other momentous  question.  He  hoped  ther 
would  not  permit  Ireland  to  be  governed 
by  coercion  any  longer.  Ireland  had  been 
reduced  by  the  oppressions  she  had  endured 
the  lowest  pitch  of  civilization  of  any 
country  in  Europe.  Her  grievances  had 
created  agitators;  and  he  was  not  afraid  to 
declare  himself  one  of  them,  nor  did  he 
say  that  he  would  continae  to 
in  a  small  degree,  until  tho 
oppressions  of  Ireland  hud  ceased.  Who, 
he  again  asked,  was  in  future  to  govern 
Ireland!     The  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo* 
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s!te  hod  brought  forward  his  Coercion  Bill, 
AS  exempt ifyiug  his  method  aud  syste 
goremment.  The  noble  Lord  the  leader 
of  the  Whig  party  had  declared  b'ls  iiiten- 
tjoa  to  rote  for  that  Bill.  The  noble  Lord 
the  leader  of  the  protection  party,  opposite, 
had  sigDified  that  he  also  'should  bring  his 
Bupporters  to  the  Tote  in  favour  of  the 
measure.  The  lion.  Member  for  Evcebam 
shook  Itis  head  in  denial  of  his  assertion  ; 
but  the  division  would  show  who  voted  for 
it;  and  the  lists  of  that  division  should  be 
circulated  throughout  his  country,  in  ordi 
that  the  Iriah  people  might  know  who  wci 
their  foes.  There  was  another  questlo 
which  had  been  mooted  during  the  present 
debate,  and  which  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
not  to  avoid  alluding  to.  It  had  been  said 
that  an  hon.  Friend  of  his,  who  ought 
bare  been  present,  but  who  was  in  durance 
rile  elsewhere,  had  entered  into  a  coalit 
with  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lji 
It  was  impossible  that  be  could  have  gone 
into  coalition  with  men  who  sanctioned  the 
introduction  of  coercion  into  Ireland.  The 
people  of  England,  even,  would  not  believe 
it  possible  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Li: 
ick,  and  those  who  acted  with  him,  would 
do  so.  But  if  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  G.  Bentinck)  would  undertake  to 
carry  out  those  measures  which  he  had 
mised  for  the  bencHt  of  Ireland,  no  doubt  he 
would  hsTo  the  support  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers. Why  had  not  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
At  the  head  of  the  Government  brought  for- 
ward, concurrently  with  this  Coercion  Bill, 
some  measure  that  would  relievo  the  intense 
misery  which  he  admitted  to  exist  in  Ireland? 
He  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Bnronet  seri- 
ously and  solemnly  was  this  misery  to  go  on 
increasing  ?  and  had  ho  no  remedy  to  ap- 
ply, beyond  a  stale  and  plausible  piece  of 
ftdvico  to  the  Irish  landlords  ?  ,11c  wished 
not  to  impute  motives  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet;  but  a  man  who  had  taken  upon 
himself  the  awful  responsibility  of  being 
Prime  Minister  of  this  great  Empire, 
ought  to  be  above  this  sort  of  child's  play. 
The  landlords  of  Ireland  had  refused  to 
listen  to  advice  many  years  ago;  tbcy 
must  be  taught  their  duty  in  some  other 
way  than  by  tendering  to  them  advice. 
Was  the  dreadful  work  of  ejectment  to  go 
on  ?  and  if  it  went  on,  who  could  answer 
for  the  peace,  welfare,  and  good  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  ?  This  advice  to  the  Irish 
landlords  might  be  all  very  well  for  the 
speech  of  the  president  of  a  provincial 
agricultural  meeting;  but  it  was  not  the 
speech  which  a  statesman  ought  to  make 


in  that  Hotise.  Everybody  in  the  House 
admitted  solnething  was  wanted;  but  no- 
body bad  yet  said  what  Ireland  really  re- 
quired. She  required  what  any  other 
country  required — to  be  governed  by  her 
own  people.  To  keep  Ireland,  she  must 
be  given  substantially  to  the  Irish;  the 
government  of  the  country  must  be  glrea 
to  Irishmen,  who  alone  could  understand 
and  feel  for  their  country,  and  who  knew 
her  many  defects  and  wants.  The  most 
difficult  thing  about  governing  Ireland  was 
the  difficulty  of  knowing  her  case.  Many 
men  bom  and  bred  in  Ireland,  bad  lived 
aud  died  without  knowing  it;  and  he  had 
never  yet  met  an  Englishman,  however 
talented  and  well-informed  upon  other  mat- 
ters, who  really  understood  her  case.  He 
had  met  with  many  who  were  sincerely 
anxious  (for  which  he  thanked  them)  to 
soothe  Ireland;  but  they  really  did  not 
know  how  to  set  about  it,  and  therefore  it 
was  of  no  use.  A  kind  of  disinol  howl 
was  just  now  raiaed  by  the  press  on  this 
subject;  both  Whig  and  Tory  papers  were 
exclaiming—"  What  on  earth  is  to  be  done 
for  Ireland?"  And,  the  other  day,  he  had 
read  in  a  paper  of  nondescript  politics,  the 
Spectator,  a  remark  that,  notwithstanding 
the  glorious  victory  we  had  gained  in  In- 
dia, no  victory  could  be  achieved  in  Ire* 
land;  the  Irish  question  was  the  great  dif- 
ficulty. This  allusion  might  have  sug- 
gested the  inquiry,  how  had  the  victories 
'ndia  been  achieved  ?  Undoubtedly,  by 
employment  of  the  native  troops.  Let 
system  be  tried  in  Ireland,  and  by  the 
of  the  same  means  there,  a  victory  as 
fruitful  and  as  glorious  as  that  on  the 
.a  of  the  Sutlej,  and  more  peaceful 
'.  lasting,  and  tending  more  to  our 
eternal  credit  and  honour,  awaited  us  on 
the  banks  of  the  Liffey. 

"  vpTAis  LAYARD  felt  bound  to  state 
■easons  that  would  induce  him  to  sup- 
port the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Cork.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  porty  below  the  gangway 
opposite  would  give  any  support  to  the 
Irish  Members  in  opposition  to  this  Bill, 
although  he  begged  to  thank  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  for  saying  that 
the  opinions  of  Irish  Members  should  be 
attended  to  iu  all  matters  regarding  Ire- 
land. If,  however,  the  noble  Lord  and 
his  Friends  voted  for  the  rejection  of  thia 
"'"  on  the  first  reading,  they  would  have 
some  reasou  to  be  thankful  to  them.  He 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of    the    Government  hod    recently 
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ihown  such  a  diepoution  toward*  Ireland, 
tbat,  if  any  measures  for  the  good  of  that 
country  were  suggested,  no  personal  feel~ 
ing  or  party  principles  would  make  him 
hesitate  to  adopt  them,  and  tbat  he  wouid 
act,  with  regard  to  them,  as  he  did  with 
respect  to  the  great  quesUoa  of  free  trade. 
He  believed  tbat  the  right  hon.  Oentlemai) 
was  anxious  to  bring  forward  measures  for 
the  good  of  Ireland;  but  his  power  was  not 
■o  great  as  hie  will.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  now  an  opportunity  of  giving 
employment  to  a  large  number  of  people  in 
Irdand,  which  he  (Captain  Layanl)  noped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  avail  him- 
self of.  He  aOudcd  to  the  Irish  railways, 
which  were  not  only  important,  as  afford- 
ing employment,  but  also  in  a  commercial 
and  military  point  of  view.  If  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  and  his  Government  would 
lend  a  portion  of  the  money  for  five  years, 
on  a  guarantee  of  3^  per  cent,  he  would 
enable  the  system  to  he  carried  out.  Ho 
trusted  this  suggestiun  would  not  be  neg- 
lected. The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Lynn,  who  had  been  private  secretary  to 
Mr.  Canning,  had  said  that  he  bad  often 
heard  that  eminent  statesman  declare,  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  English  Government 
depended  upon  its  Poor  Law.  There  was 
now  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  Poor 
Law  for  Ireland.  That,  ho  firmly  be- 
lieved, would  bo  the  way  to  settle  that 
country.  Ho  called  upon  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  to  avail  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity. Every  man  had  a  right  to  be 
maintained   on  the  land  on  which  it   had 

{leased  Providence  to  place  him;  and  if  the 
rish  landlords  did  uot  act  upon  the  rules 
which  followed  from  that  principle,  he  re- 
commended them  to  look  at  the  Gentlemen 
below  the  gangway.  Four  years  ago  they 
were  offered  a  protecting  duty  of  Ss.,  and 
they  laughed  the  offer  to  seom.  If  any 
one  would  offer  them  an  8».  duty  now,  they 
would  all  of  them  bow  down  to  that  golden 
idol.  ["Question!"]  That  was  the  question. 
The  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway  had  lost 
a  golden  opportunity;  and  he  held  them  up 
as  on  example  to  the  landlords  of  Ireland 
that  thej  might  not  do  the  same.  It  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  something  shotild 
be  done  to  amend  the  law  of  landlord  and 
tenant.  It  was  also,  in  his  opinion,  most 
important  for  Ireland  that  its  waste  lands 
should  bo  brought  into  cultivation.  No 
one  had  a  right  to  speak  of  over-population 
in  that  country,  until  its  waste  lands  were 
reclaimed.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  itself, 
be  cffuld  uot  support  it.     With  the  excep- 


tion of  the  hou.  and  gallant  OSteer  the 
Member  for  Donegal,  not  a.  aiiigle  Member 
had  addressed  the  House  who  had  not 
found  fault  with  the  Bill,  eTen  tkougfa  in- 
tending to  vote  for  it.  For  his  own  part, 
he  thought  it  a  bad  Bill  in  ererj  reapect, 
and  therefore  he  should  give  it  kia  <>4yi<lfMl 
opposition. 

Majob  SEBESFORD  would  menly 
state  the  reasons  for  his  rote,  in  otiet 
that  his  conduct  might  not  be  miaiiitar- 
preted  on  a  future  occasion.  Connectsd 
as  he  was  in  friendship  and  in  Uood  with 
those  who  had  been  Uie  object  of  attstfk, 
he  should  certiunly  vote  for  the  first  re*d' 
ing  of  the  Bill,  though  he  considered  it  in- 
eScient  for  tbo  purposes  intended.  The 
evils  which  afflicted  Ireland  w^r«  of  two 
kinds^ — «vilB  of  commission,  and  erils  of 
omission.  The  evils  of  commission  wen 
the  perpetration  of  murder  at  noon-day: 
and  the  evils  of  omission  arose  oat  of  tns 
neglect  to  punish  the  crimes  committed. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  Bill  would  pre- 
vent cither  of  those.  The  object  of  th« 
Bill  was  to  prevent  meetings  at  night;  but 
the  murderer  who  walked  at  noon-daj. 
and  attacked  his  victim  with  deliberate 
aim,  and  then  walked  off,  having  done  the 
bloody  deed,  was  left  unscathed.  Ha 
could  not  be  brought  to  trial,  or,  if  brought 
to  trial,  from  the  system  of  intimidation 
that  prevailed,  he  could  not  be  convicted; 
and  yet  there  was  no  clause  in  the  Bill  t9 
bring  those  offenders  to  justice.  The 
great  omission  in  the  Bill  waa  the  want  of 
a  stringent  clause  agfunst  the  mid-daj 
murderer.  From  what  he  had  heard  in 
Ireland,  and  from  persons  who  represented 
a  great  body  of  the  Irish  people,  this  was 
a  measure  which  would  cause  great  init^ 
tion  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  that 
country;  and  what  had  produced  a  great 
effect  on  his  mind  with  reference  to  it  was 
this,  that  irritation  would  be  caused  by  a 
measure  that  did  not  go  to  the  root  of  the 
evils  that  had  produced  it.  Notwithstand- 
ing those  views,  it  was  bis  intention  to  rote 
for  the  measure  in  the  present  stage;  and 
he  trusted  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
with  the  tact  which  they  always  exhibited, 
would  correct  those  parts  of  the  measut« 
that  caused  irritation  to  his  worthy  coun> 
trymen  opposite,  and  take  some  meana 
to  strike  at  the  root  of  crimes  which  were 
awful  to  contemplate.  It  might  be  posai- 
ble,  by  the  introduction  of  a  provision,  to 
chauge  the  venue  from  the  localities  where 
the  crimes  were  committed,  to  the  metro- 
polis; or  by  the  introduction  of  some  other 
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protiaion  in  Committee,  to  make  the  Bill 
more  atringent,  and  kt  the  aame  time  to 
make  it  less  irritating  by  not  inaiating 
upon  tboH  claiues  that  confined  tiio  pea- 
SftDt  to  his  peaceful  home  at  night.  For 
the  peaaant  who  was  peaceful  would  be  as 
much  confined  to  hii  home  bj  this  Bill,  db 
the  peasant  who  at  present  went  abroad. 
He  did  not  mean  to  bbj  that  everf  peasant 
was  peaceful;  but  he  said  that  this  Bill  con- 
fomided  the  innocent  with  the  guilty. 
Hanng  atated  thus  much,  he  sbouTd  not 
detain  the  House  much  loneer;  but  before 
reBmning  his  seat  he  should  make  a  re- 
mark Qpon  an  observation  that  fell  from 
the  boa.  Member  for  Cashel.  The  hon. 
Member  had  eaid  that  a  clergyman  of  the 
Eatablished  Church  had  placed  Bome  gun^ 
powder  in  the  house  of  a  peasant,  and  sent 
a  policeman  there  to  find  it.  He  heard 
that  there  was  some  anspicion  of  the  kind 
■aggeated  at  the  time,  but  he  nerer  heard 
that  the  allegation  had  been  prored.  It 
WM  bia  (Major  Beresford'a]  intention  to 
vote  for  the  fint  reading  of  -the 
He  trusted  it  would  be  in  his  power  to 
rote  for  it  in  the  aubseqaeut  atages.  He 
knew  there  were  other  persona  who  coin- 
cided with  him  in  the  viewi  he  had  ex- 
preaoed  with  reference  to  this  Bill, 

Colonel  RAWDON  said :  Sir.  I  rise  to 
address  jod  under  feelings  of  some  embar- 
rasament.  I  beg  that  the  MinisterB,  whom 
I  hare  seen,  notwithstanding  the  greateat 
toil,  and  still  greater  care  of  office,  so  assi- 
duously attending  to  this  debate,  will  be- 
lieve that  nothing  but  an  imperatiTe  sense 
of  duty  would  induce  me  to  add  to  the 
Bpeechea  that  have  been  inflicted  upon 
them.  And,  Sir,  when  I  see  the  temper 
of  the  House,  and  know  the  state  of  the 
eountry,  especially  of  that  part  of  it  my 
own,  unhappy  Ireland,  the  House  may 
be  assured  that  I  shall  not  detain  it 
from  aoon  going  to  a  consideration  of  the 
Com  Law  question.  And,  Sir,  upon 
this  point,  in  passing,  I  wish  to  be 
permitted  to  allude  to  the  somewhat  re- 
markable conversation  which  lately  took 
place  between  the  noble  Member  for  Lyun 
and  an  hon.  Friend  of  mine,  not  in  hii 

Elace,  of  whose  services  I  am  aorry  to  say 
is  country  is  deprived.  The  noble  Lord 
appeared  to  indulge  a  hope  that,  by  some 
cross  or  manccuvre,  the  Irish  Members 
might  be  induced  to  ^d  him  and  his  240 
Gentlemen  in  defeating  the  proposition  of 
the  Qovemment.  However  shrewd  a  cal- 
culator of  chances  the  noble  Lord  may  be, 
1  think  in  thia  cue  he  reckons  without  hii 


host,  and  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Stoek- 
port  need  be  under  no  alarm.  For  my  own 
part,  I  con  now  reflect  with  pleasure  that 
the  very  flrat  vote  I  ever  gave  was  in  the 
last  Parhunent,  in  favonr  of  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton.  I 
always  looked  at  this  question,  not  otuy  as 
one  of  policy  and  justice — as  is  now  ad- 
mitted by  the  Prime  Minister — but  to  some 
extent  as  a  religious  question ;  that  we 
were  endeavouring  by  human  means  im- 
piously to  frustrate  the  beneficent  deugns 
of  Providence.  Therefore,  Sir,  it  is  not 
likely  that  I,  at  all  events,  will  be  found  in 
the  noble  Lord's  ranks;  nor  do  I  think 
that  any  jockeyship,  or  party  trick  in  this 
House,  can  now  prevent  the  oocompliih- 
msnt  of  that  on  wnich  on  enlightened  aad 
energetic  people  have  resolved.  But,  al- 
though I  shall  claim  your  attention  but  for 
a  short  time,  I  cannot  admit  that  we  are 
to  be  bound  to  alienee,  or  that  we  are  to 
be  debarred,  if  we  wish  it,  from  a  full  ez- 
position  of  our  views  upon  a  measure  so 
important,  merely  becauae  the  Minister 
has  somewhat  awkwardly  and  inopportunely 
introduced  it.  Neither,  Sir,  will  I  admit 
that  it  is  just  to  object  to  us  that  we  are 
taking  a  wrong,  though  on  unusual  course, 
in  thus  debating  the  first  reading  of  thia 
Bill.  True  it  is,  that  when  a  Bill  comes 
down  to  us  from  the  Upper  House,  it  is 
usually  read  a  first  time  tub  tilentio.  But 
why  is  this?  Is  it  not  because  of  a  Par- 
liamentary fiction  that  we  have  the  face  to 
say  that  we  have  ao  knowledge  of  a  Bill 
till  it  comes  to  us  from  our  own  printing 
press  ?  Up  to  that  time  we  were  in  igno- 
e — Parliamentary,  of  course — although 
notorious  that  from  the  vigilance  and 
industry  of  others,  we  know  at  breakfast 
time  that  which  transpires  in  "another 
place,"  and  in  all  the  world  besides;  but. 
Sir,  in  this  case  there  is  no  Parliomenta^ 
fiction;  a  precedent— which  I  hope  will 
never  be  departed  from — has  been  properly 
followed.  Daylight  has  come  upon  the 
"  "I.  Here  it  is  from  our  own  printer,  and 
cannot  now  plead  even  Parliamentary 
ignorance  of  it.  And  now.  Sir,  that  we 
do  legally  know  this  Bill,  I  think,  as  goor- 
dians  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  the 
House  of  Commons  would  abdicate  an 
easential  function — would  be  a  subservient 
body  indeed,  were  it  from  motive  of  poUte- 
nesa  silently  to  acquiesce  even  in  the  first 
reading  of  such  a  Bill,  unless  the  necessity 
' — the  overwhelming  necessity  for  it  was 
proved.  Sir,  I  tlunk  the  Minister  hu 
failed  to  prove  this  neeessitj,  and  morwrw 
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he  h&9  failed  to  prove  that  the  Bill  will 
provide  a  remedy — will  repress  the  ouinge 
vhich  we  so  much  deplore ;  and,  Sir,  1 
csnnot  but  remember  that  do  less  an  uu- 
thority  than  the  learned  Recorder  of  Dublin 
has  ^Id  you  that  the  present  law  had  not 
been  yet  fairly  and  efficiently  tried.  Sir, 
I  admit  that  a  responsibility  atteuda  the 
course  of  him  who  obstructa  a  measure 
thus  brought  forward  by  a  responsible 
Minister.  I  know  that  motives  will  be 
misconstnied,  and  imputations  ingeniously 
cast  upon  him  ;  but  hard  as  these  may  be 
to  bear,  great  as  may  be  the  responsibility, 
I  shall  not  shrink  from  the  course  which 
my  judgment  tells  me  is  the  right  one. 
Sir,  I  say  that  this  Bill  is  at  variance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  that  it  is  framed 
in  ignorance  of  the  present  temper  of  Ire- 
land. Be  its  author  a  law  ofiicer  of  the 
Crown,  or  be  he  one  who  has  filled  tlie 
office  of  Secretary  for  Ireland,  I  eay  he 
has  not  mixed  with  the  Irish  people — he  is 
unacquainted  with  thar  feelings.  Sir,  I 
object  to  this  Bill,  because  I  believe  that  it 
will  create  consequences  worse  than  the  evil 
it  inadequately  attempts  to  euro ;  I  object 
to  it,  because  it  will  not  put  down  noon-day 
outrage ;  I  object  to  it,  because  it  will 
increase  the  alienation  which  exists  between 
class  and  class — because  it  will  poison  fu- 
ture social  relations,  and  will  leave  behind 
it  long  enduring  traces  of  soreness  aud 
hatred  against  all  concerned  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  law ;  and  which  must  lead  to 
future  discontent,  and  may  possibly  induce 
to  future  vengeance.  Sir,  I  object  also  to 
this  Bill,  because  by  bribes  and  rewards 
you  demoralise  a  people — you  encourage 
vice  thereby  when  it  is  your  duty  to  foster 
virtue.  You  thus  weaken  the  authority  of 
the  law.  by  casting  suspicion  upon  evidence, 
and  reflect  discredit  upon  Government. 
And,  Sir,  while  one-half  of  the  rural  po- 
pulation and  nearly  one-third  of  the  civic 
population — as  by  your  census  of  1841 — 
are  living  in  that  which  is  a  cabin,  con- 
sisting hut  uf  a  single  room — that  room, 
perhaps,  full  of  pestilcuce  and  wet,  and 
filth,  and  horror — I  say,  I  cannot  vote  for 
a  Bill  which  makes  it  penal  to  leave  such 
an  abode.  The  Bill  in  its  operation  neces- 
sarily makes  a  distinction  between  rich  and 
rr~-it  necessarily  punishes  innocent,  and 
s  not  insure  the  punishment  and  control 
of  guilty  men.  This  Bill,  I  am  convinced, 
Sir,  will  be  inetfcctual  for  its  professed 
object :  and  remember,  if  you  pass  it,  it 
will  be  in  defiance  of  the  deliberate  opinion 
pf  the  large  majority  ot  the  IriaU  iB^te- 
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Kentatives.  Yon  will  have  set  at  nought 
their  opinion,  and  violated  the  principle  of 
representative  Govenunent.  Sir,  ought 
we  not,  as  legislators,  to  ask  ourselrce, 
why  is  it  that  a  "  Protection  of  Life"  Bdl 
is  necessary?  In  our  time  we  have  seen  a 
succession  of  such  measures.  May  we  not 
then  fairly  admit  that  they  are  failam, 
and  that  we  ought  rather  to  apply  ouraeWet 
to  the  cause  which  makes  these  Bills,  as  von 
think,  necessary?  Oh,  believe  me,  Sir, 
the  Irish  are  not  by  nature  assassins — 
they  are  a  kind  and  warm-hearted  people. 
But  there  is  a  deep,  a  wide  spread,  an 
overwhelming  cause.  The  poor,  depend 
upon  it,  like  peace  and  quiet  as  well  as  the 
rich.  Comfort  is  a  great  pacificator.  I 
think  it,  is  the  great  and  wise  Sully  who 
tells  us — "  La  populace  ne  se  $ouIive  ja- 
mais par  ewrie  d'attaquer,  mais  par  impa- 
tience tie  toufrir."  Impatience  of  suffer- 
ing! there  it  is!  It  is  this  which  lundi 
the  peasantry  of  Ireland  together  in  a  cvn- 
mon  cause,  which  obliges  great  sacrifices, 
great  risks,  which  brings  desolaljon  to  their 
own  hearths,  and  all  this  is  undertaken  with 
a  devotion  which  in  another  case  would  be 
designated  heroum.  Let  the  House  listen 
to  the  evidence  given  before  the  Poor  Law 
Commission  ou  the  state  of  the  cabins  in 
Ubter  :— 

"  There  tn  s  grml  many  little  hgtB  built  >Imi( 

Iho  bordera  of  bogi,  vithout  cbimnej  or  niadoir, 
■eATceljr  ten  feet  Bqukre.  In  >onie  ofthewjoo 
niity  fiod  s  Dumber  gfwretclieil  human  bcinprvl- 
locled;  very  oftfa  a  widoi)  and  hpr  orphani  liiing 
on  tho  bounty  of  hor  Deighbour«."  "  XothiDJf 
can  exceed  th«  wretched  oonditiini  of  the  fom- 
nionDT  description  of  Ubourcra'  cabins  ;  with  little 
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chininej,  with  the  inside  of  tbe  tliatch  completrly 
black  with  ainokc,  oflcn  rotten  with  «go  and  wet, 
bending:  under  the  (rail  and  mended  pole*  wbieh 
C3D  (uorcely  support  it,  then  wretched  ba<el> 
would  not  in  any  other  country  be  conaidetnl  tut- 
ficient  to  shelter  cattle."  "  Fuel  lometiiiies  w 
•oarco  they  have  to  bum  tbe  straw  which  loniu 
tbeir  beda  to  boil  their  pot«toe«." 

A  labourer  said — 

"  I  have  often  been  obliged  to  go  to  bed  with- 
out my  Buppcrforwnntofrueltoboilit."  "About 
one-third  of  the  population  who  are  of  age  to  at- 
tend divine  serricc  are  prerenlcd  by  tbe  want  of 
clothea.  Itit  wife  and  girli  have  one  «hawl  be. 
tween  them,  and  take  it  in  tuma  to  go  to  chapel. 
Many  have  do  clonks,  sad  borrow  when  Ibey  want 
to  go  out;  the  ohiltlren,  f'cnerally,  all  but  naked, 
llie  nae  of  ahoes  and  atockings  is  decreasing  erery 
day  nmong  the  women  and  children;  but  the  men 
muBt  have  ahoes  to  dig  with,  though  tbey  are  ge- 
DeraUy  very  bad  and  old." 

Families  subsisting  ou  the  new  crop  of  po- 
^aV»>«-.  Conuoiasionem  touclungly  (Ies(»-ib« 
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"  A.  man,  hia  wifa,  ind  four  young  ahildren  were 
■ubuating  >t  the  rate  of  one-tliird  of  tha  uiiul  al- 
lovaoM  upon  their  dgk  crop  of  pat*toe»,  which 
were  not  ao  Inrge  as  walnuts.  The  woman  looked 
VT^tehedly  ill ;  aatd  ihe  had  not  been  well  for 
weeks.     When  the 


the  oabtu,  this  woman  wiu  aitting  on  a  atool,  her 
head  leaning  on  her  hand  ;  bcr  fixed  and  vacant 
stare  exhibiting  evorj  aign  of  mental  and  bodily 
stupor,  aod  her  clothes  and  personal  appearance 
that  of  complete  destitution.  Around  her,  on  the 
floor,  sat  three  children,  in  rags,  half  naked.  And 
what  with  thin  group,  the  bare  walla  of  the  cabin, 
and  the  dirty  and  neglected  atate  of  the  land 
■rdnnd  it,  ■  more  complete  picture  of  miserjr  and 
deaolation  oould  hardly  be  imagined." 

I'his  is  the  evidence  of  the  right  rcT.  Dr. 
Doyle:— 

.  "  What  is  the  itate  of  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people  in  your  dioceae  1 — I  con  safely  atate  to  the 
Committee  that  tha  extent  and  intensity  of  their 
distress  ia  greater  than  any  language  con  describe  ; 
•ndthat  I  think  the  livea  of  many  hundreda  oftham 
•re  Tery  often  ihortenad  by  this  great  dittresa." 
'Describing  the  state  in  which  some  of  the 
peasantrj  exist,  he  says  :— 

"  Thus  he  dra^  out  an  existence  which  it  were 
better  were  terminated  in  any  way  than  to  be  con- 
tinued in  the  manner  it  is." 
Impatience  of  saffenog !  You  cannot 
judge  of  what  you  cannot  eatimate.  How 
can  you  estimate  the  impatience  of  Buch 
Buffering  ne  that  of  the  Irish  ?  It  has  no 
parallel.     How  can  you  judge  of  it  ?    You 

"  Reared  in  comfort's  lap, 
Is  it  for  yon  to  meunre  pauion's  force, 
Or  misery's  temptotiont" 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  the  framer  of  this 
Bill  is  not  acquainted  with  the  feeling  of 
the  people  of  Ireland ;  and  as  an  instance 
uf  that  deep,  and  wide-spread,  and  over- 
whelming cause  to  which  I  have  alluded,  I 
trust  the  House  wilt  pennit  me  to  refer  to 
a  somewhat  remarkable  conversation  a 
friend  of  nine  lately  had  with  a  fanner  in 
the  north  of  Ireland.  My  friend  was  ar- 
guing upon  the  injustice  to  proprietors  and 
the  follj  of  tenant-right,  trying  to  make  a 
diBtinction  between  it  and  compensation  for 
improvement.  He  admitted  the  difference, 
hut  said — 

'■  We  can't  aot  on  that.  Not  one  landlord  in 
fifty  wnnld  give  ua  oomponsation,  but  they  will 
giro  us  what  they  are  afraid  to  refiise,  which  is 
tenant-right,  and  that  we  will  hold  in  the  north. 
My  6ther  and  I  have  spent  SOOt.  on  our  pbicB— 
don't  you  think  when  the  leaae  ia  out  the  landlord 
would  laugh  at  ua  if  we  aaked  for  compensation  : 
but  he  must  give  ua  tanant'e  right."  My  Mend 
said,  "  But.  if  he  did  not  1"    "Well,  then,"  laid 


nan,  "  I  suppoae  I'd  shoot  him."  "  You 
auroly  don't  mean  thatt"  "  I  do."  said  the  man, 
"  and  you  would  do  the  same."  My  fHend  taid 
Bomcthing  to  him  about  hia  wife  and  children. 
"  Well,"  he  aaid,  "  I  love  my  wife  and  children  aa 
well  as  any  man  ;  the  smalleat  child  in  my  houia 
can  make  a  fool  of  me,  but  I'd  go  out  as  oheerfiil 
be  hanged,  with  them  standing  under  the  drop, 
ever  I  went  to  my  prayers,  fbr  I'd  feel  I  had 
ren  my  life  towards  rindioating  the  eanae  of 
God's  poor.  You  quality  (he  aaid)  can't  under- 
■tand  it — there's  no  law  for  ua  in  these  matters. 
You  landlords  have  made  the  laws,  and  yon  have 
made  them  all  for  yoursclvea.  The  laws  are  use- 
leas  to  us—we  connot  benefit  by  them — they  ore 
mode  for  them,  and  against  u>,  and  there  ia  no- 
thing left  to  ua  but  to  make  rules  for  ourselves — 
there  ia  nothing  loft  to  ua  but  what  we  can  do  for 
ourselves,  and  I  am  sure  God  la  with  us." 

He  proceeded  to  speak  of  Seery's  case, 
and  remarked  that  Sir  F,  Hopkins  had 
given  him  301.  for  his  thirty  acres. 

"  Thanks  to  tenant-right  (he  said),  here  the 
very  least  would  have  been  cisimed  and  got  fbr 
thirty  acres  would  have  been  300/." 

Now,  Sir,  although  no  extent  of  injustice 
or  miseiy  inflicted  wilt  justify  or  palliate 
a  deed  of  blood — God  forbid  that  you 
should  think  1  seek  to  do  so !  —  it 
will  account  to  as  for  such  acts.  I 
adduce  this  to  you  as  a  proof  of  feeling. 
If  this  is  an  instance  of  the  feeling  whidi 
actuates  an  educated  and  comparatively 
wealthy  man,  what  must  be  the  feeling  of 
the  toiling  and  miserable  portion  of  the 
community  f  Is  it  safe  to  disregard  it  i 
Will  this  Bill  eradicate  it  ?  Will  it  even 
Boothe  it?  If  it  will  not,  I  ask  you  to  read 
the  moderate  Amendment  of  the  learned 
Ucmber  for  the  county  Cork.  I  am  sure 
you  cannot  gaiusay  it.  I  coll  upon  you, 
then,  from  motives  of  sound  and  conserva- 
tive pohcy,  rather  to  record  to-night  your 
votes  for  this  Amendment  than  for  an  in- 
effectual Bill  of  an  eiaBperating  and  un- 
constitutional nature.  I  call  upon  you  to 
Siuse  before  you,  the  representatJves  of 
ngland,  sanction  a  measure  which  has 
furnished  a  foreign  Power  on  excuse  for  K 
similar  invasion  of  Uberty,  although  the 
foreign  Minister  can  boast  that  his  Bill  con- 
tains in  it  nothing  so  atrocious  aa  the  shut- 
ting the  Portuguese  in  their  houses. 

Colonel  SIBTJIORP,  who  spoke  amidst 
many  interruptions,  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  was  always  anxious  to  give  a  reason 
for  the  line  of  conduct  which  he  was  about 
to  adopt,  especially  on  a  matter  of  such 
great  importance  as  tbe  present.  The 
question  before  the  Home  was,  whether 
they  wonld  or  would  not  permit  to  be  read 
for  the  first  time  "  a  Bill  for  the  hotter 
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Preaerration  of  Life  and  Property  id  Ire- 
land." He  would  not  oppose  tbe  present 
Motion,  but  he  could  not  support  the  Bill. 
He  regretted  that  the  BiU  was  bo  wholl; 
inopentire,  so  weak,  and  bo  unlikely  to 
be  productire  of  anr  useful  purpose,  that 
he  could  not  give  it  his  sanction.  His 
great  reason  for  opposing  it  was,  that  it 
seemed  to  him  Her  Majesty's  Uinistera 
exhibited  so  much  vacillatioD,  and  so  much 
cowardice,  that  be  could  not  put  faith  in 
any  proposition  emanating  from  such  a 
source.  They  had  heard  upon  a  former 
occasion  of  Her  Majeaty's  Government  sin- 
dicatiog  the  majesty  of  the  law ;  but  it  bad 
become  subsequently  known  bow  far  they 
had  dared  to  vindicate  the  majcalj  of  the 
law.  They,  upon  the  occasion  be  referred 
to,  imprisoned  an  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber of  that  House,  and  made  a  show  of 
keeping  him  in  prison ;  but  they  considered 
second  thoughts  best,  and  soon  released 
him.  Don't  let  hon.  Members  tell  him  that 
the  Prime  Mininiater  was  not  privy  to  the 
release  of  that  bou.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man  ;  but  the  fact  was,  he  bad  not  the 
courage  to  come  forward,  and  say,  "  1  did 
it;"  Slit  be  threw  it  on  the  Upper  House, 
and  said  that  they  bad  done  it.  ["Divide!"] 
Hon.  Members  might  coll  "  Divide!"— 
but  he  assured  them  they  would  have  to 
wait  till  he  had  finished.  Ministers  were 
afraid  to  announce  that  the  liberation  of 
the  bon.  and  learned  Member  had  been  of 
tbeir  doing ;  and  thoy  were  afraid  even 
now  to  propose  the  present  Bill  until 
they  hou  made  overtures  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  and  concocted  what  they 
were  pleased  to  call  an  "  understanding 
between  parties."  It  was  upon  the  gromid 
that  he  had  uot  a  particle  of  confidence  in 
the  courage  of  the  present  Treasury  Bench 
that  he  could  not  sanction  measures  ema- 
nating fromsuchaset  ofmen.  He  believed 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  occupied  that 
bench  would  truckle  to  anything  that 
would  enable  them  to  keep  their  seats,  or 
secure  their  own  aggrandizement.  If  a 
Bill  had  been  brought  in  giving  ten  times 
greater  power,  he  would  have  given  it  his 
sanction;  but  be  believed  the  present  Bill 
would  do  no  good  to  Ireland.  In  fact,  he 
considered  it  a  mere  flash  in  the  pan — 
emanating  from  a  Government  wholly  in- 
competent to  effect  anything  great  or  use- 
ful. The  bon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
concluded  amid  loud  crie.s  for  a  division,  by 
repeating  that  be  would  not  oppose  the 
present  Motion,  but  that  he  could  not  sup- 
port the  Bill. 
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LoBD  INGE  STRE,  who  alao spoke  amidst 
many  interruptions  swd,  he  could  not  permit 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  Hember  for 
Armagh,  with  rcsnect  to  k  qaestion  asked 
the  other  night  W  the  noble  Lonl  the 
Member  for  Lynn  (Lord  George  Bentiock], 
to  pass  unnoticed.  That  bon.  Gentleman 
had  said  with  a  great  deal  of  pomponty, 
that  there  had  been  same  collnaion  between 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn,  and 
the  Hon.  Gentlemen  the  Uember  for  Lime- 
rick (Mr.  Smith  O'Brien).  Now,  let  them 
calmly  consider  what  were  tlie  circmn- 
Btanccs  of  the  case.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Limerick  gave  notice  by  letter  to  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lynn  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  ask  him  a  question. 
He  believed  that  the  letter  contained 
the  substance  of  the  remarks  the  hon. 
Gentleman  afterwards  made  ;  but  the 
pith  of  it  was  whether  the  noble  Lord 
would  support  or  not  a  particular  Motion 
were  it  brought  before  tbe  House.  The 
noble  Lord  returned  a  candid  and  delibe- 
rate reply,  and  at  once  stated  that  he  could 
not  on  that  occasion  concur  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  request.  His  present  pnrpose 
in  rising  was  to  deny  that  any  collnsioo 
had  taken  place  between  those  two  hon. 
Members.  With  respect  to  the  par- 
ticular question  before  the  House,  £^ 
had  on  the  one  hand  a  state  of  crime 
and  destitution  unparalleled  in  any  other 
country — they  had  the  murderer  walk- 
ing abroad  in  the  noon-day — they  beheld 
bis  person  secured  and  sheltered  bj 
parties  almost  participators  in  the  mur- 
der, who  refused  to  afford  assistance  to 
arrest  htm.  Could  such  a  state  of  tEungs 
be  tolerated  in  any  civilized  land?  He 
would  give  bis  support  to  the  Goremment 
measure,  were  there  provisions  in  the  Bill 
stronger  than  those  that  had  been  iutro- 
duced.  He  alluded  particularly  to  the 
shifting  of  the  venue — a  proceeding  which 
be  considered  almost  indispensable,  when 
they  bore  in  mind  the  intimidation  that  was 
exercised  towards  jurors  and  witnesaes.  A 
clause  of  thin  kind,  he  hoped,  would  be  in- 
troduced into  the  Bill  when  it  came  before 
them  in  Committee.  His  noble  Friend  the 
Member  for  Lynn  bad  given  the  moat  dis- 
tinct and  oiphcit  answer  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick;  and  that  answer  was,  that 
ho  and  the  party  who  held  opinions  coin- 
ciding with  his,  were  prepared  to  vote  for 
any  measure  that  tbey  really  believed  would 
give  immediate  relief  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. He(ViscountIngeBtre}again  repeated, 
on  the  part  of  his  noble  Friend  a^  those 
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who  Totod  willi  him ,  that  they,  were  prepared 
to  Toto  for  whatever  measure  of  relief  in 
their  opinioD  might  be  deemed  neceiaary 
to  alleviate  &e  diatress  in  Ireland  ;  but  in 
so  doing  they  begged  to  gire  eipresaion  to 
th^  opinion  that  the  measurea  most  re- 
snisite  for  that  country  vere  measures  for 
tne  employment  of  the  people.  They  be- 
lieved uiat  the  representatiTeB  of  the  people 
were  bound  to  make  grants  of  public 
money  to  employ  the  poor  on  national 
works,  and  so  enable  them  to  procure  that 
food  which  was  daily  exported  for  the  use 
of  another  country. 

Lord  a.  BBNTINCK  :  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  may  be  within  the  forms  of  the 
HouM,  I  mora  the  a^oumment  of  this  de- 
bate, in  order  that  I  may  be  enabled — 
["  No,  no!"  "  Divide  !"] 

Ur.  speaker  :  It  is  against  the 
rules  of  the  House  for  any  hon.  Member 
who  has  once  spoken,  either  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  or  to  speak 
Bgiun  upon  the  some  subject. 

Mr.  p.  BORTHWICK  moved  the  ad- 
joumment  of  the  debate. 

StB  J.  TYRBLL  seconded  tiie  Motion. 

Lord  G.  BENTINCK  Again  rose,  and 
said  :  Sir,  it  has  been  charged  agunst  the 
agricultural  pvty,  whom  I  feel  honoured  in 
serving — ["Oh,  oh! "and"  Hear, hear!"] 
— that  an  honourable  individual — ["  Hear, 
hear!"  and  eon^Mion.]  It  has  been,  I  say, 
Sir,  charged  against  an  entire  party  that 
they  have  been  guilty  of  making  a  foul 
compact;  and  it  is.  Sir,  my  duty  to  them, 
my  duty  to  this  House  and  to  the  country, 
to  set  them  right  upon  the  subject,  and  to 

fat  the  House  in  possession  c^  the  facts. 
"No, no!"  "Hear,hesr!"<in<JeA«ri.J  I 
am  quite  sure  that  the  House  will  bear  with 
me  while  I  do  so,  and  while  1  declare, 
which  I  now  most  emphatically  do,  that 
there  has  not  been  a  compact  of  any  de- 
scription between  the  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  Limerick  and  myself.  I  have 
sent  home  for  the  correspondence,  and  I 
hope  it  will  arrive  before  I  sit  down, 
has  been  charged  agunst  us  that  we  have 
been  concemcKl  in  a  plot;  and  the  plainest 
answer  to  the  uuinuation,  and  that  which 
will  convince  the  country  in  the  most  satis- 
bctory  manner,  is  to  read  the  oorre- 
apondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
myself  and  the  hon.  Member  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  has  been  stated.  Sir,  by  a  Mi- 
mater  of  the  Crown — it  has  been  deliber- 
ately stated  by  a  Cabinet  Minister,  not,  it 
is  true,  occupying  a  seat  In  this  House — 
but  by  the  Secrebuy  for  Ii«Und  en  the 
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hustings,  that  it  u  a  &ct  that  snoh  a  com- 
pact has  been  made.  Sir,  it  is  an  asser- 
tion without  any  foundation.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  addressed  a  letter  to 
me  on  Sunday  week  last,  and  it  appean 
fortunate  that  I  happened  to  receive  it  in 
the  presence  of  a  wituoas.  That  witness 
was  one  of  your  own  party — an  eminent 
member   of  the  Bar— a  Queen's  Counsel, 

'  a  gentleman  whom  I  hope  one  day  to 
a  brilliant  ornament  of  this  House — I 
allude  to  Mr.  Martjn.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  was  present ;  and  when 
I  received  that  letter  I  opened  it  and  read 
it  and  road  it  aloud  in  his  presence,  without 
having  first  read  it  to  myself.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  asked  me  the  ques- 
tion which  he  reiterated  in  this  Honae,  and 
I  said  I  woe  in  no  poaiUon  to  answer  for 
those  who  sat  round  me,  until  I  should  have 
opportunity  of  consulting  them. 
This  I  did  on  Friday;  and  it  was  twenty 
minutes  to  five  that  evening  before  the  dis- 
cussion ended,  upon  which  it  was  settled 
what  answer  I  should  give,  and  before  five 
o'clock  I  was  down  at  this  House,  and 
gave  the  ban.  Gentleman  the  answer  which 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House. 
And  there,  Sir,  is  all  the  plot  and  all  the 
compact  that  boa  been  entered  into  ;  and 
it  is  only  just  to  that  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
is  not  himself  here  to  state  it,  to  add  that 
in  the  letter  he  distinctly  stated  he  had 
written  it  to  me  vrithout  any  previous  con- 
cert with  any  individual  of  the  Irish  party. 
Where,  then,  is  this  far-famed  alliance,  of 
which  you  seek  to  make  so  much,  and 
which  is  not  only  made  a  handle  of  here, 
but  which  a  Cabinet  Minister  has  aa&d»- 
scended  to  make  use  of,  and  to  describe  as 
a  fact,  on  the  hustings  at  Falkirk  | 

Mb.  BORTHWICK  withdrew  Us  Mo- 
tion for  an  adjaumment,  and  the  House 
divided  on  the  Questbn  that  the  words  pro- 
posed to  he  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question ;— Ayes  274 :  Noes  125  ;  Ma- 
jority 149. 

Litt  of  the  Ayes. 


Aolsnd,  Sir  T.  D. 

BsiliT.  J.,  jun. 
Bullie,  Gof. 

Acland,  T.  D. 

A'Court.  C»pt. 

BwUie,  H.  J. 

Acton,  CoL 

BsilUe,  W. 

Aintworth.  P. 

Baldwin,  B. 

Aleunder,  K. 

Balfinir,  J.  M. 

AUord,  ViKt. 

Banks*,  a. 

Antrobiu.  G. 

BsrkJr,  H. 

Arbuthnott,  hon.  H. 

B«ing.rt.lion.P.T. 

Arahdsll,  Cpt.  U. 

B«ing.T. 

AAwright,  G. 

Baring,  rt.  bon.  V.  B 

AwMm,CdL 

Bip*.fc(«.W. 

BsOerville,  T.  B.  H. 
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Bateaon.  T. 

Filmor.  Sir  E. 

LiiKon  A 

RuHwU,J.  D.W. 

Bcc-krt.  W. 

FiUmauriw.  hnn.  W. 

Lefroy.A.' 

Brnbow,  J. 

Fitiroy,  hon.  11. 

Lesh.  G.  C. 

Beniict.  !■. 

nower,  SirJ. 

Uinon.SirC. 

Hcnlini'k,  I»r<l  (i. 

Hojer,  J. 

IJnduy.  hon.  Capt. 

Scott,  hon.  F. 

BiQlinck.  Lord  11. 

Forbe*.  W. 

Loikhnrt.  W. 

Seymcr,  H.  K- 

Bcrerford.  ifaj. 

Forester,  hon.  G.C.W. 

Lowtber,  Sir  J.  U. 

Seyaoar.  Lat4 

BUckbun.^,  J.  I. 

Formin,  T.  S. 

Lyall,  G. 

Bodkin.  W.  U. 

F..I.  C.  R. 

Mackcniie,  T. 

Shelbume.  £.ri  of 

BulJenj.  II.  G. 

Fox.  S,  L. 

MarkiiiDon,  W.  A. 

Shirley,  E.  J. 

Buithwick,  P. 

Frewen.  C.  II. 

M'Xeill,  D. 

Smith.  A. 

Bocaeld,  B. 

Fuller,  A.  E. 

Halion,  Viact. 

Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 

Bowloi.  Adni. 

Gardner,  J.  U 

Manner*.  LoH  C.  S. 

'Bfi 

Boyd,;. 

Gukell,  J.  Milnei 

MaMin.C.W. 

(iladfloDG.  Cant. 

BriKO.  M. 

niTiine,  Sir  S.  K. 

Maiwrll.  hon.  J.  P. 

Sotheran,  T.  H.  S. 

BroadiG}'.  II. 

(U-n,!!. 

Meynell.  Caj*. 

(^rdon,  iKin.  C»pt. 

Mildma.T.  11.  St.  J. 

sSnE5'?hoo.  W.  O. 

Bmoko.  Lord 

Go™,  M. 

Milea,  P.  W.  S. 

Stanrteld,  W.  R.  C. 

Brooke,  Sir  A.  B. 

Gore.  W.  0. 

Milca,  W. 

Stu«t.  H. 

=»*'K 

GoTC,  W.  B.  0. 

Miloea.  R.  M. 

Sutton,  hos.  H.  M. 

Goulbum,  rt.  bon,  II. 

Morgan.  0. 

Taylor.  E. 

Grabuni,  rt.  ban.  Sir  J. 

Morpeth,  Vi«rt. 

Buckley.  E. 

Granby.  VL^.  of 

Monday,  E.  M. 

V'tW 

Bullor.  Sir  J.  Y, 

Greene.  T. 

Noeld.  J. 

ToBommcbe.  h<>n.P.J. 

Campbell,  Sir  U. 

Grepjry,  W.  II. 

ScTille.  R. 

ToUem«bo.J. 

Card-cll.  E. 

GrimHliteh.  T. 

Nowry,  Vi»ct. 

Tomltne,  G. 

CUOTT,  W.  11.  P. 

Norrc.Ts.  Lord 

Tower,  C. 

t. 

Gucat.  Sir  J. 

Trench.  Sir  F,  W. 

U. 

Hall,  Col. 

OHUlatun,  Lord 

Trollop*,  Sir  J. 

IlaUfburton,  LoH  J.  F. 

Pakington,  J.  S. 

Trotter,  J 

L. 

lbi«cy.  T.  P. 

Palmer,  R. 

Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 

H. 

Hamilton.  J.  H. 

Vemer.  Col. 

llaniilton,  G.  A. 

Patten.  J.  W. 

Vemon,  G.  H. 

Peel.  ft.  lion.  Sir  R. 

VilUors.  WiKt. 

Peel,  J. 

Vjae,  R.  H.  R.  n. 

Herk,  rt.  lion.  Sir  0. 

llanmer.  Sir  J. 

Pennant,  hon.  Col. 

s. 

Cliftoii.  J.  T. 

Harwrnrl,  U.  G. 

numntre,  J.  P. 

Clive,  Viut. 

Han-ia,  boo.  Cnpt. 

Polhill,  F. 

Clive.  hon.  R.  II. 

llaye,.  Sir  E. 

Powell.  Col. 

c. 

Cofkbura,rt.Lon.SirG 

W. 

R^bleiBh,W. 

Winnington,  Sir  T. 

CoUctt.  W.  R. 

Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 

Wodehoiuo,  E. 

Compton,  II.  e. 
Conallr,  Col. 

.s. 

Rcid,  Col. 

Wood,  C. 

HfTvcy.  Lord  A. 

Bepton,  G.  W.  J. 

Wood,  Col. 

C'Mte,  Sir  C.  11. 

Ilodgwn,  F. 

Riw,  E.  R. 

Wood.  Col.  T. 

CopeUnd,  AW. 

Uodgwn.  R. 

Richard..  B. 

Worcester,  Mara,  of 

CofTT.  rt.  hon.  n. 

Hogg,  J.  W. 

Bolleirton,  Cd. 

Wortley,  hon.  J  S. 

Ilolni™.  hon.  W.  A. 

Round,  C.  G. 

Wrighlaon,  W.  B. 

F. 

Hope,  Sir  J. 

Round,  J. 

Cripp-,  W. 

Hope,  A. 

Rumhold.  r.  E. 

TILMB8. 

Dsnwr.lon.CoL 

Hope,  G.  W. 

Bui>icll,  Urd  J. 

loung,  J. 

Ik*ii,  D.  A. 

Uorabj,  J. 

Russell,  C. 

Baring,  H. 

Decdcs,  W. 

Hotham,  Urd 

Doawm.  J.  E, 

Houldawortb.  T. 

Lilt  of 

the  N0E8. 

Dcniron,  £.  B. 

Howard,  hon.  C.  W.  G. 

Dickinxoii,  F.  11. 

Howard,  bon.  E.  G.  G. 

Aglianby.  U.  A. 

Dodd,  G. 

Howard,  .Sir  B. 

Aldam,  ff. 

BoifbiM,  W. 

Itaagisa,  Sir  II. 

Hud»n.  G. 

Arohbold,  R. 

Buticr,  bon.  CoL 

■C.E. 

Hughe..  W.  B. 

Armatrong,  Sir  A. 

Butler,  P.  S. 

I>.  S. 

Iluter.  T. 

Baine.  W. 

1.  R.  S. 

J.  T.D. 

Ingeatre.  Vi«t. 

Bannennan,  A. 

C.C. 

Ingli..  Sir  R.  II. 

Bomari,  E.  G. 

Jamea,  Sir  W.  C. 

Birrou,  Sir  H.  W. 

T.D. 

Dunconibc,  boa.  A. 

Bell,  J. 

Cobden.  R. 

Duncombc,  bon.  0. 

BeUew.  B.  M. 

>jisC,  J.  B. 

Jobnatone,  H. 

Collcti.  J. 

KKsIiior,  Viict. 

Jonea,  Capt. 

Blake,  M.  3. 

Collina.  W. 

EBerton,W.T. 

Kelly.  Sir  F. 

Blewitt,  B.  J. 

Corbally.  M.  E. 

Eserton,  Sir  P. 

Kemble.  U. 

Bonvorie.  bon.  E.  P. 

Crawford,  W.  S. 

Emljn,  ViKt. 

Knightly.  Sir  C. 

Bowes.  J. 

Curteia.  11.  B. 

Entwiale,  W. 

BoBTing.  Dr. 

Dawson,  hon.  t.V. 

Eitcourt,  T.  G.  D. 

Lamhton,  H. 

FieldcD,  W. 

Lucellet,  E. 

Bright,  J. 

D'Eyncoiirt.rt.lm.C.T. 

Fereiuop,  Sir  B.  A. 

LaweUea,  bw.  W.  S. 

"-■A,,.,,, 

CoiH^lc 
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Duke,  Sir  J. 

O'Connull,  11. 

DniK'an,  Vi^,-t. 

O't'ouiU'li,  M. 

Duiu'un,  G. 

0-(:otiLi-ll,  J. 

IluDC'iinilKi,  T. 

n-Gonor  Don 

Y^tt,  B. 

ObIp,  s,  g.  ji. 

E«don.lB,3irT. 

I'a-iut,  Col. 

KvMH,  Sir  Do  L. 

Pattwnn.  J. 

E»nrt,  W. 

Pf^htil,  Gairt. 

ViclUcn.  J. 

Philip,.  M. 

Filzst-RiM,  n.  A. 

l'i!,'ol,  rt.  bon.  I>. 

Fitzmv.  1^1  C. 

Plumndsv,  <''<>I><- 

FitiwillinTQ,  hoi..  G.  W 

Poii«.nbT,liu.f.F.A.C. 

MtoWoo.!.  Sit  I',  n. 

Powell.  C. 

Konter,  M. 

Power,  J. 

Gore,  hon.  it. 

Protlioroe,  K. 

(iranper,  T.  f. 

Kaw.lwi,  Gol. 

Gnttan,  II. 

Riciknlr.,  J.  L. 

llall.  Sir  It. 

Hkli,  11. 

Uatton,  Cuiit-V. 

Roebuck,  J.  A. 

IlawCB,  H. 

Itoiiiilli,  .1. 

Ihj.SirA.  L. 

Roan,  1).  R. 

lIcu«.Rr.  E. 

Ru».ell,  lA-nl  K. 

liiiidlcr.C. 

Soropo,  G.  I'. 

liolUud,  R. 

SonierH,  .1.  P. 

lloniioau.  E. 

Soraorville.  Sir  W.  M. 

Sln<^kliiid.  Sir  G. 

Kelly.  J. 

Strutt,  E. 

Lnii!»ton,  J.  II. 

Tnncix'il.  II.  W. 

i^yatd,  Cinpt. 

Tliornitly.  T. 

Miicinnwra.  Maj. 

TrelawiiT,  J.  S. 

M-Carthy.  A. 

Tjimer,  K. 

M'Tnfntart.  S[r  J. 

VilUers,  hon.  C. 

Wnkley.  T. 

lL-ir«liaU.  W. 

W.lll,  C.  B. 

Mn»land.  II. 

IVarburton.  11. 

Milton,  Yiwt. 

Wnrd.  II.  G. 

Mitrfioll,  T.  A. 

fl-ateon.  W.  11. 

Moffiilt,  (t. 

lVn>vn.  J.  T. 

MulrsBorlh,  Sir  W. 

Williams,  W. 

Storri.-,  I). 

W-imlr'v,  I-iml 

MostTo,  lion.  E.  M.  I,. 

Hy»e,  T. 

Yui-ke,  11.  n. 

Nom-ys.  Sir  J.  D. 

O'llriui,.  J. 

ItiKliP,  K.  R, 

O'Hrien,  T. 

OTmnell.  M.  J. 

Main  niifstioii  aff 

rci-d  t«.     Bill  read  ft 

first  time. 

(Irchn^J). 
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POLLIKR  I'LACKS  (IllKLAXD.) 
The  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Question, 
thftt  tlie  Amcndiiieuts  made  to  tbe  Bill 
lie  read  n  sceoud  time,  to  whleh  an  Aiiieud- 
nieut  hnd  been  moved  that  they  be  ]iut  off 
fur  hIx  monthii,  iros  resumed. 

Mn.  M'CARTIIY  defended  it  from  tbe 
ohjections  raised  on  a  former  evening  by 
tbe  bon.  Member  for  Dublin,  and  proceeded 
to  prove  the  necessity  wluch  e^iiitted  for 
sonic  such  measure,  by  showing  tliat,  in 
several  instances,  not  more  than  one-third 
of  tbe  voters  of  a  certain  letter  could  come 
to  tlie  poll,  liy  tbe  Refonu  ItiU  it  van 
urrangcil  that  there  slionld  be  a  booth  for 
every  OUU  votcrsj  but  at  present  in  Dublin 
and  elsewbere.  no  Icsm  than  fbreo  times 
that  number  ivero  set  dun-n  for  a  single 
booth.  Ho  had  a  \ust  variety  of  fuels,  but 
Ht  that  late  lu.ur  of  tlie  iii^'ht  lie  would  nut 
VOL.LXXXV.    {^Z} 


Htate  them.  lie  muKt,  however,  meiitioii, 
tlint  at  the  last  election  IS^  jiersnns  v\\<> 
tendered  their  votes  for  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkahiro, 
in  letter  M,  could  not  Im:  polled,  though 
they  were  wtuting  tbe  whole  day;  in  letter 
C,  54  were  in  tbe  same  position;  and  in  I) 
there  were  also  a  great  number  who  were 
not  able  to  poll. 

Mh.  GROGAX  snid,  tbe  great  evil  to  Iw 
avoided  at  elections  whb  iiersonntion.  Tbo 
polling  places  in  Ireland  were  kept  open 
for  tivc  days;  and  when  the  number  of 
names  under  tlic  initial  letters  amounted 
to  COO,  there  must  be  a  separate  polling 
pbcc.  [Mr.  0'Cosxbi,l:  You  are  wrong; 
tliat  is  what  we  want.]  The  practical  re- 
sult of  passing  tbe  Jtill  would  be,  that 
there  might  be  pii'sented  seven  or  eight 
certificates.  The  Hill  was  a  partisan  one. 
It  was  not  till  the  party  who  introduced  it 
were  beaten  at  tbe  election  iu  1841,  and 
beaten  on  tbe  registry  until  they  wero 
ashamed  to  show  their  faces  in  the  rcgis- 
tration  court,  that  they  thought  of  prepar- 
ing this  Dill.  lie  should  certainly  divide 
the  House  Against  tbe  Motion. 

Sm  W.  SOMERVILLE  said,  the  oppo- 
sition to  this  Bill  was  the  most  extraor- 
dinary that  bo  bad  ever  beard  of.  Bccautc 
there  might  be  nn  attempt  on  the  part  of 
Home  to  }iersonate,  the  hand  fide  voter  was 
not  to  have  an  oppoHunity  of  polling.  If 
personation  were  practised  iu  Ireland,  let 
them  put  it  down,  but  not  by  so  arranging 
the  electoral  mochiiiciy  as  to  render  it  im- 
poasihlc  for  the  hotuifide  voter  to  excrcieo 
the  A'ancbisc.  That  was  the  ehort  answer 
to  the  opposition. 

Mil.  l'I(;OTT,  in  reply  to  tho  obaerva- 
tion  that  this  Bill  was  not  introduced  until 
after  the  election  of  Dublin,  must  state 
that  a  similar  proposal  was  inti-oduccd  by 
his  noble  Friend  belmid  him  and  himself 
before  the  change  took  place  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  Dublin,  the  simple  object 
being  to  give  to  those  whose  names  began 
with  a  particular  letter,  when  they  amount- 
ed to  a  greater  number  than  was  contem- 
plated in  tbe  Reform  Bill,  an  opportu- 
nity of  recording  their  votes  in  an  addi- 
tional polling  booth.  The  provisions  were 
generally  the  sanie  as  those  of  tbe  Bill  bo 
had  introduced  in  1841;  and  be  affirmed 
that  these  provisions  would  prevent  the 
gross  and  flagrant  abuses  wbicu  constantly 
took  place  in  the  voting  at  electiona  iu 
England,  lie  could  state  from  his  own 
knowledge  that  at  one  of  the  Dublin  elec- 
tions, numbers  attended  from  day  to  dny 
3Z  o|c 
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who  were prcHuJcd puUmg.  aud  that  at  tlio  I  ViscocsT  MORPETH  wos  informed, 
vluiie  of  tliu  cli-ctioii  njiwordii  of  one  kun-  that  had  his  hon.  Friend  bi'ou  Mo  to  roll 
dred  were  unohlc  tugivi;  their  roti>if  at  one  I  the  letter  M  booth  in  Dublin,  he  (Lord  Mur- 
of  the  booths  olonc.  ,  peth)  might  hove  enjoyed  the  distinguish- 

Tho  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  agreed  cd  honour  of  representing  the  Irish  inetro- 
thot  they  ouglit  to  atford  every  opportunity  poUs,  He  adverted  to  the  fact  with  no 
to  Totera  to  poll  that  was  consistent  vidi  personal  soreness,  being  entirely  satiffied 
pcrfcut  Mceurity  against  fraud.  He  thought  with  the  position  ho  now  held;  but  he  did 
that  this  Bill  did  not  give  such  security,  think  it  important  that  a  constituency 
Without,  tbcrcfuro.  uppo»ng  the  Bill  in  its  i  should  not  have  such  impediments  throira 
present  stagi<.  ho  thought  that  they  might  |  in  the  way  of  electing  a  ^lember  of  their 
at  a  future  period  advantageously  amend  it.  '  choice. 

M,  0;CON.NElL..id.lh.t.lon=.f       A„„a„.„i   ,i,hd™-„.      M.m  Q™^ 

the  eleetions  in  Dublin,  in  the  letter  M    ,■  „ j  .„ 

booth,  the  dorks  took  five  minutes  to  re-    ^'•"  '^S^'^^^- 

cord  each  vote,  j.rccluding  the  possibility      ,  ^^ouso  adjourned  at  »  Quarter  post  Two 

of  his  polling  thoacwho  belonged  to  that    "  <''™- 

booth. 


RAILWAY  LEGISLATION. 

Jie  folJouniuf  Protest  ai/ahul  the  Jfetp 

SesntmtU  brdern   hat  been  entered  by 

Lord  Radnor  vpon  the  JoumaU  of  the 

Uoiae  of  Lorde  : — 

"  DlKHKSTIENT. 

"  I,  BccauNi  1  tliink  it  in  unwomir,  impoltlie, 
and  of  bui  piniiiple,  thnt  tbo  llauiie  itioulil,  to 
tnttt  the  suppoat'il  iiHorgcncr  of  n  parliuulnr  OOM, 
allet  by  ti  poa facto  ItuaulatJons  iis  own  entiib- 
liabnl  r(>}pilntiuii«,  .tud  tliiit  Fiuiblu  certain  particH 
to  viulalu  ciigngvniCDla  vUirb  ntliiTii  bad  ontored 
into  witli  tlipm  OD  tb«  £iilb  of  tliow  rp);ulationii. 

"'1.  Hocauw  Biwli  u  iiroccodinj;  impaim  (if  it 
doM  nut  totull)'  dNiruy)  the  ruiifldenco  which 
■buulil   be  rppinml   on   Ibu   rufruUilioiis  of  this 

"  3.  UcrauiP  tlie  n>nl  purport  and  iiltimnto 
eflbot  of  Itiuio  Iteenlations  nn>  not  to  brine  about 

aof  public  or  national  objitrt,  connected  with  tlio 
conitriirtion  of  thc^  proiHi^pd  railHaya.  but  gra- 
tuitously to  relieve  parties  (wliethcr  couipnnieK  or 
prirnte  individuals)  from  engiigi'mpuls  wliieli  they 
haie  wantonly  and  heedloaiy  rontrartod. 

"4.  Becauio  if  it  were  expedient  to  jnit  oaend 
to  these  engsgemeatB,  the  reiponubilily  and  ouui 


nf  taking  the  neeeaury  ntcps  for  that  pnrpnM 
sliould  Ih>  Ittl  to  the  l^rties  tbemsoivcs,  and  not 
he  undertaken  l>y  the  nouse. 

"  6.  Hpeauiie  the  llouio  thus  ^ftca  out  of  iit 
way  to  intrrpoie  in,  and  inlcrmcildle  with,  the 
a^rs  of  priTalo  parties. 

"  <I.  Uccaune,  in  tnitli,  tlio  lartica  intended 
tbua  In  \iv!  rvlicvnl  have  in  many  cmrcj  incurred 
tbeir  rpsjioniiihililies  witliout  any  view  lo  [be 
pnblie  gooA,  but  inercly  in  the  HpiriC  of  rccklru 
gambling,  for  their  nnn  private  gain,  and  have, 
therefure.  no  claiiu  to  no  uniuual  an  iuterpoaitiun 
on  their  behalf. 

"  7.  Becanne  the  House  thun  holdi  oat  an  «i- 
pectatiou  that  on  future  Hiniibir  orcaaioni  it  may 
be  induced  to  afiurd  niniihu-  r^of ;  and  thus,  if  it 
does  not  directly  encourage  inch  a  apirit,  it  doe» 
not  discourage  it.  nr  throw  Huch  a  sti|nna  on  it  ai 
according  to  every  principle  of  sound  policy  and 
good  moral*  it  is  bound  lo  do, 

"  8.  Uurnune  tliit  inipn>eedcntcd  and  mincbiev- 
ous  procecdinji;  appcan  la  ino  the  more  uncallad 
Hir,  even  in  tlie  view  of  it"  ■apportem,  an  there  ia 
now  iH'fore  tlie  House  a  Hill  which  will  enable  the 
persons  lo  whom  Iheao  Heiolutiona  apply  to  efli^rt 
the  same  object  directly  fiir  thcroKlves,  and  then; 
ia  no  reason  to  auticipato  that  it  will  not  pasa  iutu 
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I.  Vole  of  Thanlis  to  die  Annv  (Gar)  of  Ripon), 
41-2(  c.  (Sir  R.  Peel),  462 

Solicitor  General,  The  (Sir  FitsRoy 
Kelly),  Cambridge 


SoHERs,  Mr.  J.  P..  Sligo  Bo. 
Protection  ofLlfo  (Irelnnd),  IR.  1352 

Somerset,  Right  Hon.  Lord  G.  C.  H. 
Monmoutkthhe 
Bridpurt  EltxHion.  978 
Committees,  Alleiidanni  on,  1212 
Railways,  Kcratution,  668 

SoMERviLLK,  Sir  W.  M.,  Drogheda 
Orders ufthe  Dav,  Amend,  288 
Pulling  Placet  (Ireland),  Rep.  1410 
Proicclionof  Life  (Ireland),  IK.  650.  G51,  727, 
770 

South  Sea  Company  Bill, 
I.  Rep.'  1,  3R.«  74;  Rojal  Assent  272 

Speaker,  The  (The  Right  Hon.   C,  S. 
Lefevre),  Hampthire,  N. 
Bridport  Election,  1031 
O'Brien,  Mr.  W.   S.,— Refiual    lo    Senv  o 

Committee,  1159.  1108,  1203.  1294,  l'J95 
Onlen  of  thu  Day,  300,  324,  USA 
Protechon  of  Life  (Irelaud),  IR.  612,  1405 
Shcllanil,  Distress  in,  1217 


•Steam  Packet  Stationt  (Ireland), 
I.  Petition  (Mttquew  of  LuifdonDc),  866 

Stewart,  Sir.  P.  M.,  Renfren'shire 
Centnl  Railway  (Scotland),  2lt.  71 
Railway  Projects,  602 
Turnpike  Roadi  (Scotland).  Com.  73 


•lonel,  and  Captain  Comolly, 
[Mr.A.  B.  Coch»ne),979 


Strafford,  Lord 
Sullcj,  Campaign  oe 


the.  Thanks  to  the  Aray, 


Strang  FORD,  Viicount 
Charitable  TVuMi,  158 


Stripping  Infants  in  tForkAousc; 
e.  Queilion(Mr.  Christie),  692 

Stuabt,  Mr.  J.,  Newark  upon  Trent 
Com  Importalion,  QR.  186 

Sutlej.  Campaign  on  the  —  flctories   of 
Aliaal  ana  Sobraon, 
I  Vote  of  ThankB  to  the  Armj  (Earl  of  Rlpon}, 
412;  e.   (SirH.  Peel),  436,  463;  t   Obirva- 
tiOHS  (Marquess  of  Lansdowne),  570 


Tea,  Daty  on, 
c.  Correspondence  moved  for  (Viicount 

Tenant  Rights  (Ireland), 
c.  QueslLon  (Mr.'  P.  Scrope),  793 

Tenanlnj,  Ejeclmenis  of  (Ireland), 

i  Kelums  moved  for  (  Marquess  of  LondimdctrT) 
273;  e.  Address  moved  (Mr.  W.  S.  O'Briei). 
48j;  Motion  withdrawn,  489;  JL  Ohaciialiuul 
( I'jirl  of  Clancartv),  491 ;  c.  { .Major  Beratotd), 


r  F.,  see  Attorkey  Geke- 


I    TiioRNELT,  Mr.  T.,  WokcThampton 
Business  ufthe  House,  139 

I  Timber  Duties — Returns, 
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TuOLLOPE,  Sir  J.,  Lincolnthire,  Parlt  oj 
Kcsteven  and  Holland 
Corn  Importalion,  '2\i.  :£2 


Tuntpikc  Roads  (Scotland  Bill, 
c.  Com.  7i  [A.  30,  N.   18,  M.  12]  73;  it  2, 

74;  Bill  nilhdrawD,  lb, 

TruELi.  Sir  J.  T.,  Estex,  N. 
ProteoIJou  of  IJfc  C  Ireland),  1 R.  1405 

Vase,  Lord  H.,  Durham,  S. 
Railn-Bji,  069 

Verher,  Colonel  W'.,  Armagh  Co. 
Pnitociion  of  Life  (Ireland).  IR,  739,  1094 

Vivian,  Hon.  Captain  J.  C.  V/.,  Ptnrgn 
and  Falmouth 
I*ost  Office  Intgularitics,  1288 

WAKI.EV,  Blr.  T.,  Finsburij 

Daniih  CI^idb.  Com.  moved  for,  I32LI 
Ddtilute  Poor  (Irpluirl),  iR.  410 
Post  Oflire,  Cum.  moved  for,  832 
Koilnsy  liilla  (Irelanil),  B4S 
Kailway  Legi^lalJon.  1320 

Wabbubton,  Mt.  H.,  Kendal 

O'Brien,   Mr.   W.    S_Hefuad  to  amc  on  ■ 
CnmmiUee,  Amend.  1167 

Wahi>.  Mr.  H.  O.,  Sh^ld 

O'BrieD,  -Mr.    W.    S.— UefVisal  to   sctie  on  a 

Commiili-c,  1 1  !U 
Protection  nf  Life  (Ircliud),  IR.745 
Kulvty  Bilk  aw 
lUUway  Projecto,  601 


JVater/ord,  Marqutis  of~~/illegcd  Eelc- 

tions  (  helandX  j 

c.  OlMervalioni  (Mnjor  Bcrciford).  1071  { 


WKL 
GTON,  Duke 


YOR 
moved  for,  284; 
ff  M(«rn  Australia  Bill,  I.  IR.*  1250 
W 
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Wick  LOW,  Earl  of 
Rulway  CompanHs  Uinotudon,  IR.  884 
Railway  Li^iuation,  Resolutions,  10^ 

WiLDE,  SirT.,  Worcester 

O'Brien,   Hr.  W.   S— Refutal  to  servo  c 
Coramittoc,  1170,1197 


[8,  Mr.  W.,  Coventry 
Post  Office,  Com.  moved  tor,  817 
Railway  BilU,  941 
HailRayBilli{lrcl>iid),adO 

Wood,  Colonel  T,,  Breconthirc 
Bridport  Eleclior,  1078 
County  Elections,  2R.  Amend.  800 

WoRcESTEK,    Marquess    of,    Glouceslcr' 
shire,  E. 
Com  Importation,  2R.  204 

WoBSLEY,  Lord,  LincohthWc  (Parts  of 
Lindsetj) 
County  Elections,  2R.  860 
Inclonirc  AeU,  (i75 
Orden  of  Ifae  Day,  323 

WoBTi-KY,  Hon.  J.  S.,  liuteshire 
Central  Itailway  (Scotland),  2K.  71 
In'land,  Sialuof,  1020 
Tumpilc  KoaJs  (  Scotland),  Com.  74 

Wyse,  Mr.  T.,  Watcrford  Cilij 
DiilreM  (Ireland).  6'J9 
I.cgal  Educalinn  (Iralnnd).  677 
ProtH-tion  of  Lift  (IroUnd),  1  R.  1 131 
Tea,  Ihily  on,  Corrpsitondence  moved  for,  067 
Waile  Lanilii  ( IrclauJ),  Leave,  1209 


Welliscton,  Duke  of  |  ' 

Chariloblc  TmxU,  1:250 
Ejectment   of    Tcunnlry   (Ireland).    Rduma 

moi-cd  for,  277 
PariiamenI,   New  Hoiuea  o&  Addrcu  moved, 

367, 370 


YoRKii,  Mr.  H.  G.  R.,  York  City 
Smidi,    Mr.   W.    S.  —  Refuml  to  aerre  u 
C'ommillee,  1202 
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